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o  An  account  of  dollmrs  and  cents.  He  isked  whether  the 
b»lic  lands  were  to  be  debited  with  the  expenses  of  the 
rr^o^al  of  the  Indians  and  the  paynaent  of  agents,  llie 
istee  was  bound  to  girc  all  the  benefit  to  tlie  person 
r  whose  trust  he  held  the  money,  and  tiie  person  for 
"fe<»se  use  and  benefit  the  trustee  undertook  to  apply 
s  money  faithfully  had  a  right  to  expect  the  full  ben- 
it.  fie  spoke  of  the  great  importance  of  the  purchase 
Piorida  to  the  country,  and  especially  the  southern 
:ates»  in  preventing  a  lodgement  of  a  foreign  enemy, 
de'pendent  of  its  pecuniary  value.  He  had  no  doubt 
laf ,  after  deducting  these  sums  improperly  debited  to 
le  public  lands,  and  allowing  a  reasonable  sum  for  all 
?cessary  appropriation,  there  would  be  enough  left  to 
iliy  equal  the  amount  proposed  for  distribution.  He 
ould  not  go  into  so  labored  an  argument  as  some  others 
>  show  what  would  be  left  in  the  Treasury. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  quarter,  there  was  in  the 
"reasury  thirty-one  millions;  and,  at  the  end  of  the  next 
iiarler,  there  would  probably  be  thirty-three  millions, 
ncl  they  had  in  bank  stock,  nominally,  seven  millions^ 
lut  which  would  probably  be  equal  to  seven  millions 
tve  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  by  adding  these  sums 
n^ether,  they  had  at  the  end  of  the  year  about  seventy- 
wo   millions.     To  avoid  every  thing  like  mistake,  he 
leducted  three  millions  five  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
thousand  dollars,  and  still  there  would  be  upwards  of 
iixty -seven  millions  left.     The  late  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  McLane)  had  estimated  all  the  ordinary 
A' ants  of  the  Government  at  fifteen  millions,  and,  taking 
that  as  the  data,  there  would  still  be  twenty-five  millions 
left;  and  he  confidently  asked,  if,  after  all  the  wants  of 
the    Government  were  provided  for,  there  would  be 
twent>.five  millions  needed,  unless  they  increased  the 
army  and  navy  to  an  unreasonable  extent?    He  cited 
ilocumenls  from  the  War  Department  to  show  that  a 
great  increase  of  the  army  was  not  wanted,  and  that  the 
notion  of  fortifications,  on  the  scale  contemplated,  was 
exploded,  as  not  calculated  for  general  de  fence  $  and  they 
were  useful  only  at  certain  important  points;  and  that  a 
board  of  examination  had  been  recommended  to  point 
out  the   most   eligible   points  for  their  erection;    and 
that  it  was  not  recommended  tr  go  on  with  all  the  forti- 
fications this  year,  but  to  expend  the  appropriation  this 
year  in  completing  those  already  begun.     Forts,  if  not 
manned  and  armed,  might  serve  the  enemy  as  a  place 
of  security  and  annoyance,  instead  of  defence  against 
them.   The  radicals  in  1822-'3-'4,  and  '5,  were  in  favor 
of  the  fortification  system.   They  might  think  they  could 
take  the  lead  and  regulate  public  opinion  on  that  sub- 
ject; but  they  would  find  that  public  opinion  would 
reg^ilate  them,  if  they  saddled  a  standing  army  on  the 
country.     These  armies  employed  to  fight  for  the  Gov- 
ernment would  think  it  necessary  to  do  their  voting,  and 
the  militia  of  the  country  would  rise  en  nuuH,  and  vote 
to  abolish  them.     They  might  give  what  they  pleased 
for  their  navy,  and  get  out  all  the  timber  they  could  to 
huili]  all  the  ships  they  could,  and  they  could  not  con- 
sume the  surplus.     He  understojod  there  was  a  project 
started  to  invest  the  surplus  in  stocks— but  that  would 
increase  the  difficulty,  and  instead  of  getting  clear  of  the 
surplus,  they  would  have  an  increase  of  it. 

The  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  had 
brought  to  bear  a  steam  power  to  help  them  to  get  rid 
of  it;  and  to  that  system  he  entered  his  solemn  protest. 
The  Postmaster  General  had  now  the  power  to  make 
contracts  with  these  steam  car  companies  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mails;  and  if  he  bad  not  the  power,  he 
was  in  favor  of  giving  it  to  him.  He  argued  at  very 
considerable  length  against  the  measure  proposed  by  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  show 
|he  difficulties  in  which  it  would  invoWe  the  Government 
in  becoming  connected  with  these  companies;  and  if  the 
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power  was  doubted,  in  passing  the  distribution  bill,  this 
Post  Office  bill  was  still  more  objectionable.  He  relied 
upon  the  sound  integrity  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  in  re« 
considering  ha  former  views,  when  he  found  the  people 
desired  this  distributicm  of  the  surplus.  If,  then,  they 
had  money  enough,  and  none  of  these  projects  were 
received  with  the  same  favor  as  thi^  the  question  was, 
whether  it  would  not  be  sound  policy  to  adopt  it.  It 
was  said  that  its  passage  would  have  the  effect  to  destroy 
a  spirit  of  manliness,  which  was  necessary  to  keep  the 
federal  Government  in  tone.  When  the  people  would 
understand  that  the  money  they  received  was  not  a 
gratuity  or  a  bounty,  but  was  taken  from  their  own  funds, 
and  returned  to  them,  they  would  not  be  decoyed  into 
useless  experiments.  He  would  never  think  of  distribu- 
ting, except  in  cases  of  an  extraordinary  accumulation 
like  the  present.  The  State  Governments  understood 
quite  as  well  how  to  manage  their  affairs  as  the  United 
States  did  to  maiisge  its  affairs,  and  wouM  make  a  judi- 
cious disposition  of  the  quota  they  would  respectively 
receive. 

Another  difficnity  was  suggested.  There  was  a 
number  of  new  States,  and  some  g^ns^  ^o  be  admitted; 
and  if  they  went  into  the  system  of  dividing  the  revenue 
from  the  public  lands,  the  old  States  would  hold  on  to 
the  high  prices,  and  never  consent  to  the  reduction  of 
them.  It  was  right  for  gentlemen  from  the  new  Statca, 
who  really  thought  so,  to  oppose  this  bill.  But  he  did 
not  believe  the  objection  well  founded.  They  must 
always  suppose  an  integrity  and  magnanimity  of  character 
in  the  thirteen  old  States^  upon  which  they  could  rely 
for  justice.  He  had  been  raised  in  a  new  State  himself, 
and  he  was  ready  to  say  that  the  moment  he  voted  for 
the  distribution,  he  should  be  as  ready  to  vote  for  a  re- 
duction, so  as  to  enable  the  inhabitants  of  the  new  States 
to  purchase  land  for  a  home  for  themselves  and  families. 
He  had  voted  against  the  amendment  offered  by  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Walkbb,]  because  he 
did  not  think  it  could  answer  the  purpose  intended,  but 
declared  himself  friendly  to  a  gradual  reduction  that 
would  benefit  the  settlers,  let  the  fate  of  this  bill  be  what 
it  might,  and  would  vote  for  a  graduation  principle^ 
.such  as  would  protect  the  honest  settler.  If  any  thing 
should  put  him  out  of  humor  on  that  subject,  it  would 
be  because  his  own  State  had  not  received  any  thing 
from  the  general  Government.  He  spoke  of  the  facili« 
ties  loans  from  banks  afforded  to  combinations  for  the 
purposes  of  speculation,  and  of  the  inability  of  those  not 
concerned  in  them  to  compete  with  them  in  the  purchase 
of  public  lands.  Those  speculators  lived  upon  their 
wits  instead  of  their  labor.  He  closed  by  portraying 
the  general  benefits  that  would  result  from  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  which  would  check  this  system  of  specula- 
tion^ and  bring  back  a  return  of  a  wholesome  ami  sound 
currency;  it  would  be  the  means  of  sustaining  these 
banks;  it  would  be  invested  in  internal  improvements 
and  general  education,  and  none  of  the  other  projects 
ought  to  come  into  collision  with  it,  as  there  was  money 
enough  for  them  all.  It  was  returning  to  the  States 
what  was  their  own  money,  and  he  would  never  consent 
that  they  should  be  treated  as  infants,  incapable  of  acting 
for  themselves. 

Mr.  WALKER  submitted  the  following  amendment: 
which  was  to  strike  out  the  distribution  according  to  the 
last  census,  and  insert  a  distribution  according  to  the 
compound  representation  of  the  respective  States  in  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  W.  said  that  if  this  distribution  bill  should  be 
forced  upon  us,  whether  he  should  vote  for  or  against 
it,  be  wished  to  see  it  made  as  perfect  as  posible.  That 
his  amendment  was  in  accordance  with  that  feature  of 
the  constitution  which  regarded  the  States  as  coequal 
sovereignties,  which  proviaed  for  their  equal  represent- 
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»tion  in  the  Senate,  and  which  fflves  each  of  them  two 
electoral  votes  in  addition  to  their  number  of  represent- 
atives in  the  other  House  of  Congren.  That  if  the  distri- 
bution principle  was  to  be  adopted,  be  could  not  think  it 
proper,  under  existing  circumstances,  to  look  upon  the 
States  as  counties,  and  wholly  disregard  their  rights  as 
equal  members  of  this  great  confederacy.  That,  the 
principle  proposed  by  him,  whilst  it  did  not  divide  the 
moneys  equally  among  the  States,  yet  was  a  nearer  ap- 
proach to  equality  than  the  proposition  embraced  in  the 
bill  as  it  now  stands.  Mr.  W.  then  proceeded  to  show 
what  States  would  be  the  gainers  by  this  amendment, 
specifying  the  exact  amount  for  each  State.  He  said 
the  proportion  of  Mississippi  would  be  Tfiearly  doubled* 
and  that  of  little  Delaware,  nearly  tripled. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  returned  his  thanks  to  the  gentleman 
from  Mississippi  for  his  kind  intentions  towards  little 
Delaware,  though  she  would  be  very  glad  to  get  the 
proportion  allotted  to  her  in  the  shape  it  came  from  the 
committee.  Should  any  member  in  favor  of  little  Dela- 
ware come  before  them  on  a  future  occasion,  he*would 
be  happy  to  recefve  the  gentleman's  support;  but,  for 
the  present,  he  must  beg'to  decline  his  proffered  kind- 
ness. The  bill  gave  to  Delaware  her  proportion;  not 
according  to  the  ratio  of  her  representation  in  tlie  other 
House;  not  according  to  the  number  of  her  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  both  Houses;  but  apportioned  her 
share  of  the  distribution  on  the  basis  of  her  federal  popu- 
lation, which  was  the  only  true  and  just  principle  of  dis- 
tribution.    With  this  Delaware  would  be  satibfted. 

Mr.  CLAY  opposed  the  amendment,  as  not  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  the  deed  of  cession  from  the 
State  of  Virginia,  declaring  that  the  lands  given  by 
her  should  be  held  for  the  common  benefit  of  all  the 
States  then  in  tlie  Union,  and  those  that  might  thereaf- 
ter come  into  it;  and  that  the  distribution  should  be 
made  in  proportion  to  the  burdens  bome»  respectively, 
by  the  several  States,  of  the  general  expenses  of  the 
Government.  The  amendment,  therefore,  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Missiuippi  would  be  unconstitutional;  the 
only  true  principle  uf  distribution!  complying  with  the 
terms  of  the  deed  of  ceuion,  was  on  the  basis  of  federal 
population. 

Mr.  WALKER  replied,  disclaiming  any  disrespectful 
reference  to  Delaware,  and  eulogizing  her  valor  and  pa- 
triotism at  thej>eriod  oPthe  Re\olution.  He  said  that  if 
the  distribution  proposed  by  him  violated  the  terms  of 
cesMon,  so  did  this  bill;  for  it  proposed  to  give  a  certain 
additional  per  centage  of  the  proceeds  of  these  lands  to 
some  States,  and  not  to  others.  Mr.  W.  denied  that  his 
proposition  violated  the  terms  of  the  compact.  These 
terms  (admitting  even  that  they  remained  in  force  after 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution)  did  not  grant  these 
lands  as  a  common  fund  to  the  several  States  in  propor- 
tion to  their  population,  but  upon  a  different  ratio,  name- 
ly, in  proportion  to  <Mheir  usual  respective  proportions 
in  the  general  charge  and  expenditure."  Now,  (said  Mr. 
W.,)  the  *<  usual  general  charge"  in  carrying  on  this 
Government,  is  nut  in  proportion  to  population.  The 
exporting  States,  of  which  Mississippi  is  one  of  the 
largest,  bear  a  proportion  in  sustaining  this  Government, 
both  in  war  and  in  peace,  far  beyond  their  population. 
In  war  they  bear  nearly  the  whole  pecuniary  burden; 
for  their  great  staple  falls  to  a  mere  nominal  price, 
whilst  home  manufactures  rise  in  value;  and  in  peace, 
the  tariff",  from  which  we  derive  our  revenue,  whilst  it 
i<)  thought  to  aid  the  manufactures  of  the  North,  de- 
presses the  value  of  the  Southern  staples.  In  any  point 
of  view,  the  charges  upon  the  people  of  the  Union  are 
not  in  proportion  to  population.  It  is  true,  direct  taxes 
are  in  proportion  to  the  federal  population,  and  we  are 
told  taxation  and  representation  go  together;  but  taxa- 
tion andiepresentatioa  do  nut  go  together,  in  their  full 


extent,  under  cMir  form  of  GoTernmrnt;  othervitf.ie 
large  and  the  small  States  would  not  be  equally  mn* 
sented  in  the  Senate.  Ifrepresentwtion  is  to  be  the  o 
terion,  that  criterion,  under  our  constitution,  sitov'.i!  W 
the  representation  in  both  Houses  of  Congresi,  u  » 
(Mr.  W.)  proposed.  If  taxation  was  to  be  the  criteria^ 
direct  taxation  would  furnish  no  practical  nileoQii 
subject.  Direct  taxation  was  one  only  of  the  idoiIb  i 
supporting  this  Government — a  moat  unusual  ooe-nA 
Mr.  W.  thought  it  probsble  woukl  never  be  resortrdt 
again.  The  **  usual  general  char|^*'  upon  the  St»'S 
is  the  tariff;  and  this  does  not  operate  in  proportiMH 
population. 

Whilst,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  was  no  believer  »n  "the  H 
bale  theory,"  yet  he  proceeded  to  prove  that,  under  tit 
tariflr  system,  the  exporting  States  bear  more  thsntber 
proportion  of  the  charges  of  conducting'  the  Gum* 
ment;  it  affects  them  both  as  consumers  and  expoitn 
whilst  those  States  that  export  nothing:  are  affected  a 
consumers  only.  Mr.  W.  then  pointed  to  thatclsii»^ 
the  bill  which  proposed  to  distribute  the  proceeds  oftfee 
sales  of  the  lands  in  1840  and  1841,  according  toi^ 
last  census,  whereas  they  should,  according  to  the  theo- 
ry of  the  bill,  be  distributed  accord! n|^  to  the  next  ces- 
sus,  which  will  greatly  increase  the  share  of  Missisippi 
and  ought  to  be  done  if  the  present  ratio  was  retained. 

Mr.  NILES  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of  t^ 
amendment.  He  said  these  lands  were  ceded  as  s  coa- 
mon  fund,  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  confederation  tw 
carry  on  the  war;  and  if  they  were  considered  a  fow 
belonging  to  the  States,  there  was  much  reason  to  b^ 
Iteve  they  belonged  to  them  as  sovereignties;  botiftlxt 
were  the  exclusive  property  of  the  Union,  then  ibeK 
was  an  arbitrary  power  in  the  Government  over  tber 
distribution.  He  regarded  the  whole  scheme  as  sn  in- 
direct system  of  internal  improvement,  and  in  carr)i«? 
it  out  a  regard  ought  to  be  had  to  the  distribauoi 
among  the  States  according  to  their  respective  viro 
and  necessities;  they  ought  to  give  the  most  to  thQ|e 
that  needed  it  most.  Some  States  had  just  commenced 
their  internal  improvements,  and  would  need  more  th*J 
others.  The  State  of  New  York  had  finished  hers,  iw 
would  not  need  any  assistance.  If  there  was  any  ^J^ 
ciple  in  this  bill,  it  was  in  favor  of  this  amendment.  1^ 
States  had  formerly  stood  upon  equal  footing,  sad  htt" 
Delaware  then  stood  up  as  an  equal  with  Virginia.  "' 
belonged  to  one  of  the  small  States,  and  was  oppo^°  '^ 
the  whole  scheme;  but  if  they  were  to  be  bought  up. 
he  wanted  as  high  a  price  as  he  could  get. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  referred  to  the  deed  of  cession  frofi^ 
the  State  of  Virginia,  to  show  that  the  principle  con- 
tained in  the  amendment  was  unconstitutional,  jf^ 
deed  of  cession  required  that  the  distribution  of  tb«  '"^ 
arising  from  these  lands  should  be  made  according^^' 
the  respective  proportion  contributed  by  Ihem  of  IW 
general  charges  and  expenditures  of  the  Governmem. 
Now,  could  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  tell  him  to* 
Mississippi  and  Delaware  paid  a  proportion  of  the  e^ 
penses  of  the  Government  equal  to  the  proportion  ^ 
their  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress'  »nd  » 
not,  how  the  distribution  proposed  byliis  amendmei* 
(taking  the  additional  amount  given  to  these  two  Stsfe* 
from  the  other  States)  would  be  just?  Now,  the  sppof- 
tionment  on  the  basis  of  federal  population  wss  the  onij 
just  one,  because  it  was  on  that  basis  that  the  o''^'^^ 
taxes  were  apportioned.  Mr.  C,  after' taking  a  v'^*' ? 
the  two  messages  of  the  President  recommending  » <iifj 
tribution  of  the  surphis  revenue  on  the  basis  of  ^^^.^ 
population,  and  reading  copious  extracts  from  i^^^ 
that  the  distribution  on  that  basis,  as  recommended  pj 
the  President,  was  the  only  just  one,  and  that  hehrsK/// 
agreed  in  opinion  with  him.  By  apportioning  the  distriW* 
tion  according  to  the  representation  in  the  other  H<wi«ft 
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Delaware  would  be  treated  with  g^reat  injustice,  because 
»he  had  but  one  Representative,  and  wanted  but  a  frac- 
ion  of  population,  according  to  the  apportionment  of 
liepreseiitalives,  to  entitle  her  to  two;  while  a  distribu- 
ion,  according^  to  the  number  both  of  Senators  and  Rep^ 
-csentativea,  would  ^ve  Delaware  three  sliares,  though 
the  was  entitled  to  but  two,  or  nearly  two,  and  would 
>e  unjust  to  the  large  States. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  he  had  not  said  the  additional  per 
:entage  was  unequal;  he  had  only  said  it  was  not,according 
o  the  proposed  ratio  of  federal  population,  and,  there- 
ore,  if  this  ratio^ould  be  departed  from  in  the  one  case, 
t  could  ill  the  other,  as  proposed  by  him,  (Mr.  W.) 
That  the  distinguished  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Zlai]  must  be  hard  pressed  fur  argument  when  he  ral* 
led  the  friends  of  the  bill  against  a  juht  amendment,  by 
tying  it  had  emanated  from  him,  (Mr.  W.,)  an 
Miemy  of  the  bill.  Mr.  W.  said  it  was  true  he  had  feared 
he  policy  of  the  bill  was  to  defeat  pre-empti«D  laws,  to 
;eep  up  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  to  keep  up  the 
ariflf  on  the  lands  of  the  West,  whilst  it  was  reduced  in 
ill  other  cases;  and  that  he  had  deeply  lamented  the 
ailure  for  the  present  of  this  amendment  reducing  the 
>rice  for  four  forty-acre  lots  in  favor  of  actual  settlers 
>nly,  which  would  have  greatly  benefited  the  poor  man 
ind  the  actual  cultivator  of  the  soil.  Dut,  he  bad  not 
old  the  Senate  how  he  should  now  vote.  Since  this 
till  was  introduced,  the  old  States  had,  he  feared,  be- 
:ome  more  and  more  rigid  in  regard  to  the  settlers  in 
he  new  States — that  they  were  now  opposing  pre-emp- 
ions  as  well  aa  a  reduction  of  the  price.  That  as  re- 
l^ards  the  settlers,  the  speeches  of  gentlemen  in  their 
avor  were  very  good  things;  but  when  gentlemen  spoke 
>ne  way  for  the  settlers,  and  voted  another  way  against 
hem,  their  speeches  amounted  to  less  than  nothing, 
rhat  no  provisfion,  as  regards  any  ratio  of  distribution 
vas  designated  by  the  constitution;  and  that  to  disregard 
he  representation  of  the  States  in  the  Senate  altogether, 
vas  to  make  an  approach  towards  breaking  down  the 
>tate  sovereignties  and  consolidating  the  Government. 

Mr.  W.  said  there  were  peculiar  reasons  why  the 
principle  of  distribution  which  he  proposed  now  might 
>e  very  just  at  this  period,  and  yet  not  constitute  a  atand- 
iig  precedent.  All  the  new  States  (but  one)  are  small 
Hates,  whose  fund  would  be  increased  by  the  principle 
le  proposed  to  adopt;  and  that  this  would  be  only  re- 
urntng  to  the  people  of  the  new  States,  who  paid  into 
our  Treasury  nearly  all  this  fund,  a  large  ratable  pro- 
>ortion  of  the  moneys  paid  by  themselves.  Mr.  W.  said 
f  he  had  proposed  to  divide  this  fund  equally  among  all 
he  States,  without  regard  to  population^  there  might  be 
ome  ground  to  complain;  but  when  his  proposed  distri- 
lution  adopted  the  compound  ratio  of  representation  in 
loth  Houses,  fixed  by  the  constitution,  it  would  come 
nuch  nearer  to  a  j*ist  basis,  under  existing  circumstancesi 
han  the  last  or  the  next  census. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi, 
t  was  true,  offered  strong  inducements  to  Delaware  to 
ibtain  the  support  of  her  Senators  to  his  amendment, 
ind,  these  failing,  he  had  oflfered  another,  by  way  of 
ximpliment  to  her  Senator,  and  that  had  also  failed — ^the 
Senator  from  Delaware's  sense  of  justice  outweighing 
ill  other  considerations.  The  gentleman  referred  to  the 
nequality  in  the  bill  which  gave  the  12  per  cent,  to  the 
lew  States.  Now,  if  the  Senator's  sense  of  justice  to* 
vards  the  old  States  was  so  strong  as  to  induce  him  to 
nove  to  strike  out  this  provision,  and  he  could  get  the 
gentleman  from  the  other  new  States  to  agree  with  him, 
le  (Mr.  C.)  did  not  know  that  he  would  persist  in  a  de- 
ire  to  retain  it.  Mr.  C.  then  went  on  to  show  that  the 
listribution  according  to  the  basis  of  federal  population 
vas  the  only  just  one,  and  urged  the  Senate  not  to  adopt 
he  amendinent,  as  going  to  defeat  the  bill. 


Mr.  PORTER  observed,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Walkbb,  that 
as  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  had  not  given  any  pledge 
to  vote  either  for  or  against  the  bill,  he  was  still  open  to 
conviction,  and  he  hoped  he  might  be  induced  to  go  for 
it.  Now,  he  had  made  up  his  mind  to  vote  for  the  bill, 
and,  being  friendly  to  it,  he  dreaded  the  effect  the 
amendment  would  have  in  the  other  House.  In  the  Sen- 
ate the  small  States  were  strong,  but  in  the  other  House 
the  tables  would  be  turned;  there  will  (said  Mr.  P.)  be 
forty  to  one  against  us.  He  therefore  could  not  vote 
for  the  amendment,  as  he  believed  it  would  defeat  the 
bill. 

Mr.  BLACK  observed  that  he  had  carefully  examined 
the  deed  of  cession  from  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  was 
satisfied,  after  full  reflection,  that  the  amendment  of  his 
colleague  conflicted  with  its  provisions.  He  was  there- 
fore compelled  to  vote  against  it. 

The  question  was  here  taken  on  Mr.  Walker's 
amendment,  and  it  was  rejected:  Yeas  6,  nays  37,  as 
follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Benton,  Bwing  of  Illinois,  Linn,  Nilcs, 
Robinson,  Walker — 6. 

Nats— Messrs.  Black,  Brown,  Buchanan.  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Goldsborough, 
Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Leigh,  McKean,  Man- 
gum,  Moore,  Morris,  Naudain,  Nicholas,  Porter,  Pren- 
tiss, Preston,  Rives,  Robbins,  Shepley,  Southard,  Swift, 
Tallmadge,  Tomlinson,  Webster,  White,  Wright— 37. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  April  26. 
TEXAS. 

Mr.  MORRIS  presented  the  proceedings  of  a  large 
and  respectable  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Cincinnati, 
on  the  subject  of  the  struggle  for  freedom  now  going 
on  in  Texas,  and  suggesting  the  expediency  of  acknowl- 
edging the  independence  of  that  country.  Mr.  M.  asked 
that  the  proceedings  might  be  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  suggested  to  the  Senator 
from  Ohio,  whether  it  was  not  going  too  far,  in  the 
present  aspect  of  the  affairs  of  Texas,  to  refer  these 
proceedings  to  a  committee.  However  strong,  he  said, 
our  feelings  might  be  in  favor  of  these  unfortunate  men 
who  were  struggling  for  the  preservation  of  their  dear- 
est rights,  as  well  as  for  their  very  existence,  and  how- 
ever deep  our  abhorrence  and  detestation  of  the  cruel 
and  tyrannicid  conduct  of  their  invaders,  yet  he  thought 
that  the  acknowledgment  of  their  independence  at  tliis 
time,  or  the  adoption  of  any  measure  looking  to  it, 
seemed  to  be  premature.  He  admitted  there  was  a 
strong  feeling  on  this  subject  pervading  every  portion 
of  this  countr}',  and  it  was  natural  that  it  should.  The 
people  of  tliis  country  could  not  btit  deeply  sympathize 
with  those  who  were  contending  for  the  dearest  rights 
of  man,  and  must  necessarily  feel  a  powerful  sense  of 
indignation  at  the  blood-stained  atrocities  which  had 
marked  the  desolating  progress  of  their  cruel  oppressors. 
This  was  all  very  natural?  but  for  the  Senate  to  interfere 
in  the  present  state  of  affairs,  he  thought  was  prema- 
ture; and  he  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
whether  the  best  course  would  not  be  to  lay  the  pro- 
ceedings on  the  table. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  that  he  hoped  the  motion  to  lay 
these  proceedings  upon  the  table  would  not  prevail; 
that  such  a  course  would  not  be  expressive  of  the  sense 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States;  that  the  sympathies 
of  the  American  people  were  deeply  excited  in  reeard 
to  the  situation  of  Texas;  that  there  were  thousands  of 
American  citizens  invited  by  Mexico  to  participate  in 
the  blessings  of  a  federal  Government  and  of  free  instl- 
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tutions»invtted  to  iettle  the  wilderness  and  defend  the 
Mexicans  si^inst  the  then  frequent  incursions  of  a  sav- 
age foe,  and  now  attempted  to  be  trodden  down  be* 
neath  the  feet  of  the  most  sanguinary  despot  and  usurper 
that  had  ever  disgraced  the  annals  of  the  world;  that, 
in  point  of  fact,  Santa  Anna  and  his  priests  and  merce- 
naries were  the  rebels,  and  not  the  people  of  Texas; 
that  it  was  Santa  Anna  and  his  party  who  had  prostrated 
the  federal  Government  of  Mexico,  and  were  now  at- 
tempting to  establish  upon  its  ruins  a  central  military 
despotism;  that  the  people  of  Texas  had  fought  fur  the 
federal  constitution  of  1824,  and  adhered  to  it  until  all 
hope  of  its  preservation  had  been  extinguished;  and  that 
then,  and  then  only,  when  the  only  alternative  presented 
was  to  receive  the  chains  of  a  usurper,  or  resist  unto 
death,  they  had  nobly  unfurled  the  flag  of  independence, 
resolved  to  maintain  their  liberties  or  perisli  in  the  con- 
flict.    Nobly,  gloriously,  had  they  maintained  the  une- 
qual contest;   they  would  perform  deeds  of  valor  that 
would  challenge  a  comparison  with  any  thing  in  Greek 
or  Roman  history.     Such  men  could  not  be  vanquished. 
No!  the  sun  was  not  more  certsin  to  set  in  the  western 
horizon,  than  that  Texas  would  maintain  her  independ- 
ence, and  that  we  would  acknowledge  it.     The  death 
of  the  murdered  heroes  at  the  AUmo,  of  prisoners  of 
war  massacred  in  cold  blood  by  the  orders  of  a  ruthless 
tyrant,  would  call  down   upon  him  the  vengeance  of 
earth   and  Heaven.     It  had  excited  a  thrill  of  horror 
throughout  this  Union,  and  wss  now  bringing  the  evi- 
dences of  public  feeling  before  this  body.     Let  us  now, 
then,  give  to  these  proceedings  in  fiivor  of  Texas  that 
respectful  reference  to  which  they  are  so  justly  entitled, 
and  which,  whilst  it  does  not  now  violate  the  neutrality 
of  this  Government,  will  cheer  onward,  in  the  hour  of 
gloom  and  danger,  a  people  who  are  imitating  the  exam- 
ple of  the  patriots  of  our  own  Revolution,  and  whose 
destiny  will  be  the  same. 

Mr.  MORRIS  was  well  assured  that  this  was  a  ques- 
tion of  great  delicacy,  and  that  they  should  proceed  with 
much  caution.  He  agreed  with  his  friend  from  Missis- 
sippi that  the  public  mind  was  much  excited  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  that  the  sympathies  of  our  people  were  deeply 
roused  in  favor  of  the  auflTering  Texians.  As  a  citizen, 
individually,  he  accorded  fully  with  the  feelings  express- 
ed in  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting,  but  as  an  Ameri- 
can Senator  he  felt  that  he  ought  to  act  with  some  csu- 
tion.  He  believed  that  the  people  of  Cincinnati  spoke 
the  united  voice  of  the  whole  State,  and  tliat  their  meet- 
ing would  be  followed  by  other  meetings,  not  only  in 
Ohio,  but  in  every  part  of  the  Union.  He  was  willing 
to  lay  the  proceedings  on  the  Uble  for  the  present,  as 
suggested  by  the  Senstor  from  Alabama,  and  the  more 
so,  as  he  had  been  informed  that  similar  memorials  would 
be  presented  from  other  parts  of  the  United  States, 
when  the  Senate,  having  the  aentimento  of  the  country 
more  generally  expressed,  might  think  proper  to  call  up 
the  proceedings,  and  act  on  them. 

The  proceedings  were  then  laid  on  the  table. 

DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  pursuant  to  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
amend  tbd  act  entitled  *<  An  act  to  amend  the  several 
acts  imposing  duties  on  imports;"  which  was  read  a  first 
time. 

Mr.  D.  moved  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  and  said 
it  required  a  word  of  explanation.  It  would  be  remem- 
bered by  all  that  the  UrifF  of  imporu  underwent  an  en- 
tire  revision  in  1832.  It  would  be  seen  that,  in  passing 
such  a  law,  it  was  not  convenient  to  enumerate  all  arti- 
cles of  merchandise,  as  it  would  render  an  act  too  volu- 
minous. Articles  of  merchandise  were,  therefore,  as 
far  as  they  conveniently  could  be,  classed.  In  doing 
this,  it  brought  goods  of  like  character}  and  subject  to 


like  duties,  together;  but  some  kinds  of  merehmdi 
were  mixed  in  their  character,  beiiip  made  of  difff^'t 
materials,  as  of  cotton  and  wool,  silk  and  wool,  orar.* 
and  silk,  and  thus  it  became  dilKcuit  sometimes  to  b>t 
such  articles  to  their  proper  class. 

It  had  so  proved  in  regard  to  lead,  which,  ia  its  r. 
manufactured  stste,  was  subject  to  a  heavy  duty  of  ttm 
cents  a  pound,  while  in  some  of  its  manufactured «^'x« 
it  waa  only  liable  to  fifteen  per  cent.  It  was,  tbrrif'^ 
immediately  introduced  in  the  form  or  busts,  sihI  t*f. 
applied  to  any  purposes  for  which  lead  was  ne^ir 
being  substantially,  for  all  purposes,  considered  u  '> 
manufactured.  Yet  the  courts  held  that  it  was  sir  • 
factured  lead  in  this  form  of  busts,  and  subject  toiw"- 
only  of  fifteen  per  cent.  It  became  necessan'  to  pa» 
an  explanatory  act,  to  carry  into  efTect  the  real  purp« 
of  the  law,  by  giving  auitable  protection  to  the  pro:: 
cers  of  lead,  and  busts  are  now  on  the  footing  of  unst:- 
ufactured  lead. 

The  bill  now  introduced  is  to  meet  a  like  unesprre 
construction  of  the  law.    The  second  section  of  the  bf, 
after  providing  specific  duties  for  carpets,  baize^  ^^ 
says,  *'  and  upon  merino  shawls  msde  of  wool,  all  oV 
manufactures  of  wool,  or  of  which  wool  is  a  comporc*" 
part,  and  on  ready-made  clothing,    fifty   per  en' 
Worsted  goods  were  imported  into  New  York,  and  r : 
being  otherwise  provided  for  in  the  act,  the  colltci-' 
decided  that  they  were  manufactures  of  wool,  and  tcu 
under  the  above  provisions.     The   importer  thw^' 
otherwise.     He  admitted  that  worsted  is  made  of  *<^  • 
but  denied  tlist  a  cloth  made  of  worsted  was  a  msmifs^- 
ture  of  wool.     He  paid  the  duty,  reserving  to  hjwf- 
the  right  to  sue  for  the  excess,  and  recover  it  back 
The  suit  was  instituted,  and  has  lately  been  decided  >< 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States;  and  alibouf^ 
we  all  here,  when  the  law  was  made,  believed  what  «>> 
made  of  wool  was  a  manufacture  of  wool,  yet  the  coq'- 
decided  that  worsted  cloth  was  not  a   manufscturf^' 
wool,  and  therefore  that  worsted  shawls  were  not  (em- 
braced in  the  provision  referred  to.     Having  thus  dee- 
ded, it  became  necessary  to  determine  what  duty  mk^ 
goods  must  pay.     No  specific  provision  for  them  coul- 
be  found,  and  the  question  waa  ailmitted  to  be  fuH  <^ 
difficulty;  they  were,  however,  assigned  a  place  amc'a" 
certain  silk  goods.     l*he  object  of  this  bill  is  only  t  - 
restore  the  legitimate  purpose  and  meaning  of  the  tct(- 
1832;  otherwise  injustice  will  doubtless  be  done  to  bo  ' 
wool  grower  and  manufacturer,  as  goods  will  be  contri- 
ved for  various  purposes,  and  be  extensively  introduce 
under  this  construction  of  the  law.     Having  thus  e^' 
plained  his  object,  he  would  move  that  the  bill  be  reftr^ 
red  to  the  Committee  on  Manuiactures,  and  hoped  v' 
their  speedy  action  upon  it. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  i' 
the  Committee  on  Manufactures.  i 

LAND  BILL. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to  sppij^' 
priate,  for  a  lunited  term,  the  proceeds  oi  the  p^^*'-^ 
lands,  &c.  . 

Mr.  CLAY  rose  to  address  the  Sennte  in  support  ot 
the  bill.     Ue  observed  thst  more  had  been  tA^^^^ 
urged,  with  great  ability,  in  its  support,  by  iho**  * 
bad  preceded  him  in  debate,  than  was  necessary  to  con*  ; 
vince  even  the  most  skeptical  of  the  great  benefit*  tojjf 
derived  from  it;  and  had  he  consulted  the  feelings  P^ 
of  tliat  body  and  of  himself,  he  should  have  rcm^^^^  , 
silent,  acquiescing  in  what  had  been  said  in  beh*''  ^ 
this  measure.     But  regarding  it  aa  one  of  grest  tnil  un- 
mixed public  good,  conducive  in  all  its  results  to  >'^,^  i 
benefit  of  this  whole  country,  he  could  not  recono'^  ' 
to  a  sense  of  duty  to  leave  the  burden  of  the  argumf" 
oa  his  friendsi  able  M  they  had  shown  them^ives  to  ^' 
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It  wms  poflsible  that  he  might,  on  this  occasion,  pre- 
sent some  views  to  the  Senate  that  were  new,  or  that  he 
might  have  the  power  to  exhibit  those  already  offered  in 
a  new  light,  so  as  to  induce  a  more  favorable  opinion  for 
what  had  not  been  sufficiently  considered.     It  was  for 
this  purpose,  therefore,  that  he  ventured  to  intrude 
upon  the  tine  of  the  Senate.     His  friend  from  New 
Jersey  who  sat  in  front  of  him  [Mr.  Southabd]   had 
been  reproached  by  the  Senator  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Wri6Bt]  with  having  endeavored  to  create  alarm  in  the 
pulilic  mind,  and  to  destroy  its  confidence  in  the  circu- 
lation of  the  country,  at  a  moment  when  it  was  essential  | 
that  the  public  property  should  be  rendered  secure. 
l*he  roan  who  endeavored  to  disturb  a  just  confidence 
deserved  tlie  highest  degree  of  reprobation;   but  his 
fault  was  not  greater  than  that  committed  by  him  who 
endeavored  to  inspire  a  confidence  where  confidence 
was  not  due.     He  put  it  to  gentlemen,  whether  the  sen- 
tinel  at  his  post  was  most  culpable  who  concealed  the 
approach  of  danger,  or  the  one  who  announced  it  when 
it  was  not  near.     He  would  not  charge  the  Senator 
from  New  York  with  treachery  when  he  endeavored  to 
impress  on  tlie  public  mind  the  belief  that  all  was  safe 
and  prosperous,  as  that  Senator  had  endeavored  to  do. 
Still,  the  public  treasure  was  not  in  such  a  condition  as 
warranted  the  Senator  in  making  such  representations; 
and  if  he  could,  he  would  inspire  him  with  one  deep 
and  constant  apprehension  of  its  security.     His  friend 
had  also  been  reproached,  and  with  little  justice,  he 
thought,  with  liaving  indulged  in  party  acrimony.     This 
reproach  was  altogether  unmerited.     His  friend  had 
drawn  a  picture,  a  just  picture,  of  the  state  of  the 
Treasury,  and  referred  to  the  powers  assumed  over  it 
by  the  Executive.     He  did  not  say  that  the  powers  as- 
sumed had  been  abused  by  the  President  or  by  those 
about  him — he  trusted  that  it  woukl  not  be  abused;  but 
lie  thought  that  all  would  agree  with  him  that  the  pow- 
ers assumed  were  utterly  at  variance  with  the  liberties 
of  a  free  country  where  a  constitution  and  laws  prevail- 
ed.    What  was  the  state  of  the  Treasury?*  According 
to  the  returns  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  last 
brought  in,  there  were  upwards  of  forty  millions  of  pub- 
lic money  in  about  thirty-four  banks  created  by  State 
authority,  composed  of  money  which  still  belonged  to 
the  public,  part  of  it  being  at  the  credit  of  its  disbursing 
officers,   which,   with    the   seven    millions   of   United 
States  Bank  stock,  made  a  total  sum  of  about  forty  mil- 
lions.    The  banks  in  which  these  deposites  had  been 
made  had  an  amount  of  specie  of  about  eleven  millions 
of  dollars,  and  their  total  immediate  liabilities  amounted 
to  about  the  sum  of  ninety -three  millions,  their  immedi- 
ate means  anooimting  to  only  thirty-eight  millions.    This 
great  sum*  was  held  by  banks  not  under  the  control  of 
law.     He  regretted  that  he  had  not  time  to  examine  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  came  in 
that  morning,  but  he  perceived  that  be  commenced  in  a 
defence  and  in  excuses  which  ought  not  to  be  necessary 
on  such  an  occasion.     This  great  sum  might  be  with- 
drawn in  a  moment,  at  the  fiat  of  the  Secretary,  and 
might  be  placed  all  in  one  bank,  or  deposited  in  a  place 
which  was  not  a  bank;  and,  without  inquiry  whether 
this  power  might  be  abused  or  not,  he  naked  if  it  was 
not  a  power  too  dangerous  to  be  confided  to  any  one 
man?    This  was  the  state  of  things  referred  to  by  the 
Senator  from  New  Jersey,  and  which  induced  the  Sena- 
tor from  New  York  to  reproach  him  with  having  indulg- 
ed in  party  feeling.     This  power  was  too  great  to  be 
trusted  to  any  one  human  being.     In  any  one  of  the 
three  hundred  and  sixty-five  days  of  the  year,  it  was  in 
the  power  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  destroy 
any  one  of  these  banks,  and  thus  lead  to  the  explosion 
of  the  paper  system,  in  which  the  property  and  credit  of 
such  vast  numbers  were  involved.    Now,  if  they  look- 


ed to  the  means  of  these  banks,  and  compared  them 
with   their  immediate  liabilities,  they  would  find  that 
there  was  very  little  to  encourage  the  idea  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  New  York  that  all  was  safe  and  prosperous. 
They   had  collected  from  the   people  of  the   United 
States  about  furty  millions  of  dollars,  and  placed  it  in 
these  thirty-four  deposite  banks,  which  grave  them  no 
interest  and  no  security  for  the  return  of  the  capital. 
They  could  give  in  fact  no  security,  for  if  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  were  to  take  bonds  from  them,  he 
would  do  so  without  the  authority  of  law,  and  the  bonds 
would  be  therefore  void.     This  money,  thus  deposited 
in  these  banks,  was  loaned  out,  a  considerable  portion 
of  it,  to  the  people  of  the  United -States;  and  the  means 
of  returning  this  sum  collected  from  the  whole  people 
consisted  of  the  notes  of  those  to  whom  it  had  been 
loaned,  and  who  these  were  was  not  even  known  to  tlie 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  himself.     Thus  this  vast  sum 
was  loaned  out  by  banks,  acting  without  authority,  to 
persons  unknown  to  the  Secretary;  and  in  the  case  of 
an  explosion,  the  loss  to  the  Treasury  would  be  in  pro* 
portion  to  the  extent  of  that  explosion.     This  had  actu- 
ally occurred,  or  something  like  it,  after  the  clooe  of 
the  last  war,  and  caused  the  unavailable  funds  which 
were  now  in  the  Treasury.     But  if  such  a  pressure 
were  to  occur  as  took  place  about  the  year  1819 — want 
of  confidence,  or  a  large  export  of  spe/sie  for  the  wants 
of  commerce,  or  a  failure  of  the  crops,  or  a  great  re- 
duction of  prices  of  the  great  southern  staple— if  the 
banks  became  afiected  by  any  one  of  these  causes,  the 
loss  to  the  Treasury  would  be  far  greater  than  was  to 
the  public  in  1819.     Look  now  to  the  state  of  the  cur- 
rency; confidence  in  it  was  already  diminishing,  and  ex- 
changes were  greatly  deranged,  while  bank  issues  liad 
enormously  increased.     All  this  had  arisen  from  the  un- 
fortunate controversy   with  the   Bank  of  the   United 
States.     The  number  of  State  banks  in  1830  was  some- 
thing like  tlirce  hundred;  and  up  to  January,  1835,  they 
amounted  to  nearly  seven  hundred  and  fifty,  while  the 
circulation  was  nearly  double  what  it  was  in  1830.     He 
had  no  doubt,  if  they  could  get  accurate  accounts,  that 
the  present  circulation  would  be  found  to  be  upwards 
of  a  hundred  millions,  and  the  number  of  banks  eight 
hundred*  all  of  them  without  law  and  without  responsi- 
bility to  the  United  States.     Was  this  a  state  of  things 
in  which  the  Senator  from  New  York  could  place  him- 
self on  the  watch-tower  and  cry  that  all  was  safe.' 

When  the  currency  was  wrested  from  the  power  of 
Congress,  where  was  it  transferred  f  It  was  not  even  in 
the  possession  of  the  States;  it  was  in  the  possession  of 
these  thirty-fuur  banks;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, whose  interest  it  was  that  it  should  be  secure,  did 
not  know  to  whom  they  had  loaned  it.  The  attention 
of  the  Senate  had  been  called  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
to  a  single  bank,  which  had  attempted  to  regulate  the 
currency  to  a  certain  extent,  by  prohibiting  the  land 
office  from  taking  the  notes  of  other  banks  designated 
by  it.  And  let  us  see  what  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury has  dune  while  Congress  is  legislating,  on  the  subject 
of  the  currency.  In  his  letter  of  the  22d  February,  he 
requests  these  banks  (he  puts  his  commands  in  the  form 
of  a  request)  that,  after  the  1st  of  July  next,  they  will 
not  issue  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars; 
and,  at  a  certain  period  thereaAer,  that  they  will  discon- 
tinue the  issue  of  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  ten 
dollars.  Now,  he  was  not  about  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  discontinuing  the  circulation  of  bank  notes 
under  ten  dollars,  or  into  the  expediency  of  making  the 
currency  consist  of  gold  and  silver  only;  this  might  be 
right.  It  was  to  the  right  to  exercise  this  power,  with- 
out the  sanction  of  Congress,  that  he  should  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Senate.  Where  did  the  Secretary  derive 
this  power»  conferred  on  Congress  alone  by  the  consti- 
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tiition,  and  reserved  by  it  from  the  Executive  liimgeir? 
The  power  of  taxation  was  not  much  g^reater  than  the 
power  oF  determining'  the  thing  on  which  taxes  should 
be  paid.  Give  him  the  latter  power,  the  right  of  deter- 
mining,  the  modes  of  taxation,  and  he  could  make  it 
nearly  equivalent  tu  the  power  of  taxation  itself.  Now, 
if  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  could  declare  what 
should  be  the  currency  of  the  country — ^if  he  could  reg- 
ulate these  bankii  without  the  authority  of  Congress — this 
power  was  capable  of  being  rendered  equivalent  to  the 
Ux-laying  power. 

No  man  of  ordinary  prudence  and  forecast  could  con- 
template the  existing  state  of  things  without  the  most 
serious  alarm.  It  wa^impossible  that  they  should  con- 
tinue; that  eight  hundred  banks  should  go  on,  from  day 
to  day,  tu  issue  so  much  paper,  and  that  the  twenty-four 
sovereignties  should  submit  to  it.  It  was  utterly  impos- 
sible but  that  an  explosion  must  come;  though  when  it 
would  come,  he  could  not  pretend  to  say.  They  might 
differ  there  about  the  cause  of  it,  but  come  it  certainly 
would.  There  was  a  most  unnatural  state  of  things  pre- 
sented— abundance  on  the  one  hand,  and  scarcity  and 
pressure  on  the  other.  What  was  the  cause  of  this  pres- 
sure.^ One  cause  was  the  vast  portion  of  public  rev- 
enue locked  up  in  the  vaults  of  these  banks,  or  loaned 
out  by  them  to  persons  who  might  not  be  able  to  return 
it  promptly;  and,  if  Ihey  looked  to  the  state  of  the  pub- 
lic pressure,  they  would  find  something  to  support  this 
opinion.  Where  was  the  greatest  pressure  at  the  pres- 
ent moment?  It  was  at  the  points  where  the  greatest 
amount  of  revenue  had  been  collected  and  deposited 
4hat  the  severest  pressure  was  felt;  and  of  these  points 
the  city  of  New  York,  being  the  greatest  both  for  col- 
lection and  deposite,  they  had  every  reason  to  believe, 
from  the  accounts  received,  suffered  the  most  from  pe- 
cuniary  pressure.  Let  us  look,  said  he,  at  other  points 
— at  cities  where  the  collections  were  not  so  great,  and 
where  comparatively  little  was  deposited.  Take  Louis- 
ville, for  example,  or  any  of  the  cities  on  the  western 
waters.  At  Louisville,  where  capital  always  found  a 
ready  employment,  there  was  no  pressure,  and  the 
course  of  exchange  demonstrated  a  state  of  prosperity 
and  security.  Gu  to  Cincinnati,  or  tu  any  of  the  south- 
ern cities,  and  it  would  be  found  that  the  measure  of 
pressure  was  equal  to  the  measure  of  collection.  There 
was  another  cause,  and  that  was  the  want  of  confidence, 
which  had  caused  a  severe  pressure  in  the  money  mar- 

The  fact  of  this  pressure  was  undeniable;  it  was  se- 
vere and  alarming,  and  called  loudly  for  the  application 
of  Congress  of  any  constitutional  means  within  its  power 
to  relieve  this  distress.  How  was  the  city  of  New  York 
to  be  relieved  from  the  abstraction  of  eleven  millions  of 
dollars?  She  wss  to  be  relieved  from  the  pressure  only 
by  the  distribution  of  the  money  in  the  public  Treasury, 
which  would  afford  immediate  relief;  and  immediate  re- 
lief would  be  afforded  to  the  banks  in  that  city,  and 
in  those  other  great  commercial  cities  of  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore,  and  Boston.  And  was  it  possible  Congress 
could  adjourn  without  distributing  this  vast  treasure? 
Amonp^  the  schemes  devised  to  dispose  of  this  fund,  was 
one  of  making  large  appropriations  for  public  defence; 
and  the  term  public  defence  had  been  repeated  in  their 
ears  until  every  body  was  sick  of  hearing  it. 

In  good  old  times  the  Commons  of  England  or  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  did  not  go  to  the  Crown 
in  the  one  case,  or  the  Departments  of  State  or  the  Ex- 
ecutive in  the  other,  to  ask  how  much  they  could  spend, 
but  cut  it  down  to  reduce  it  to  the  proper  sum  consis- 
tent with  economy.  But  now  they  goaded  and  harassed 
tiie  disbursing  departments  to  tell  them  how  much,  and 
what  was  the  maximum  amount  they  could  spend.  The 
Secretary  of  War,  in  a  document  highly  creditable  to 


his  sound  judgment  and  discretion,  hmd  told  tbeaW 
much  had  been  expended;  and  it  «ras  evident  he  ti 
against  this  extravagant  system,  wl%  be  had  csottat^- 
avoided  indicating  any  sum  that  ccnild  be  expended,  xt 
supposed  they  were  capable  of  judpn^  for  tbeoBehft 
Out  this  did  not  suit  some  gentlemen;  and  he  mofe 
on  again,  and  it  was  referred  to  Colonel  Gratiot;  ri 
finally,  it  was  referred  to  a  lieutenant  in  the  Krvicf,!'' 
had  given  it  as  his  opinion  that  six  millions  coaU  l>en- 
pended.  In  other  cases  they  had  not  onlj  the  autb«^ 
of  the  Secretary,  but  the  authority  of  the  Pre»lf« 
But  now  the  Secretary  refers  it  to  the  same  bruits •' 
the  Department,  and  Cong^ress  was  asked  to  expends: 
millions  on  the  opinion  of  a  lieutenant.  There  coul:!  k 
no  diversity  of  opinion  on  this  subject.  He  asked  ^ 
tiemen  to  look  at  the  condition  of  the  country  now,  at 
compare  it  with  that  period  when  we  defended  ounelm 
so  successfully  against  a  powerful  nation.  Onr  pop* 
tion  has  about  doubled  since  then;  we  had  twelve*-* 
of  the  line  finished  or  on  the  stocks,  and  an  addrforjl 
number  of  frigates,  and  our  whole  coast  from  the  Biht 
to  Norfolk  was  increased  in  all  its  fortificrattons.  Hee 
verted  to  the  efficient  defences  of  New  York  and  of  tt« 
whole  north  Atlantic  coast,  and  asked  the  Senators  ^ 
look  at  the  Canada  frontier,  and  compare  our  resoofcfl 
and  strength  there  with  what  it  was  in  1814,  and  tlirf 
would  find  it  possessed  a  thousand  times  the  slrengtl)  t 
then  did.  We  had  paid  oft*  a  debt  of  upwards  of  a  bafr 
dred  millions,  and  it  was  ideal  to  compare  tnir  strfng^" 
then  with  what  it  was  now.  The  introduction  of  «<«■ 
power  on  the  father  of  rivers,  the  Mississippi,  and  rtl^f 
navigable  rivers,  bafffed  all  calculations  in  figures  o'*"^ 


expenditures  were  not  synonymous  terms.  Appwp™" 
ting  more  than  they  could  expend  would  only  be  tun«'< 
another  leaf  in  the  leger,  and  charging  it  against,  instead 
of  leaving  it  where  it  stood,  to  the  credit  of  the  Tre»«- 
ury.  The  appropriation  of  last  year  could  not  be  ex- 
pended. They  might  appropriate  it  as  they  pleased,  sw 
they  could  not  expend  it;  and  to  leave  It  where  it  w«S 
it  was  in  repositories  that  were  insecure  and  unsafe;  tvA 
the  loss  of  interest  while  it  remained  in  these  bsn** 
alone  would  amount  to  upwards  of  two  millions  per  si|- 
num;  and,  besides  the  loss  of  interest,  they  ran  then» 
of  losing  the  capital  itself.  What,  then,  ought  they  to 
do  with  it?  He  answered,  distribute  it.  . 

These  lands  were  acquired  by  cessions  from  States  sm 
by  treaties  from  foreign  Powers;  and  under  either  iwwe 
they  came  under  the  general  powers  of  Congress.   T^ 
lands  acquired  by  cession  were  ceded  in  conseq«<"^ 
of  the  revolutionary  atruggle  to  pay  the  debt  of  tw 
Revolution,  and  to  satisfy  Maryland,  New  Jersey,  •i^'* 
other  States,  for  the  extensive  waste  lands  in  those 
States.    The  President,  in  his  message  of  1832,  had  tf» 
the  object  for  which  they  were  ceded  having  been  »^ 
complished,  they  were  then  subject  to  the  'dispo**'  ^ 
Congress,  in  such  wsy  as  would  best  satisfy  the  ^^^ 
States.     The  deed  of  cession  from  Virginia  was  prior  w 
the  adoption  of  the  present  constitution,  and  ^'^''^"I' 
having  been  a  party  to  it,  il  followed  that  when  tw 
power  was  concurred  in  by  the  ceding  States,  it  vs*  '"* 
tended  to  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  States.     The  V^^ 
to  dispose  of  the  thing  itself  implied  the  power  to  d«^ 
pose  of  the  proceeds  of  it.    In  the  view  he  had  **^^!!  ° 
it,  under  the  treaty,  the  power  to  dispose  of  it  was  unltij"' 
ited.    If  any  Senator  doubted  the  right  of  Congretf*** 
dispose  of  the  proceeds  of  the  lands  in  Florida  and  t*^ 
Isiana,  he  might  move  to  strike  out  those  proceeds*  s*^ 
they  would  still  have  the  means  of  carrying  the  bill  jj> 
effect.     He    should  be  able  to  satisfy  every  Sena^^ 
there  could  be  no  doubt  of  the  power,  if  they  iimil^^ ' 
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to  the  deedi  of  cession.  The  language  of  the  deed  of 
cession  was  that  all  lands  within  the  Terrttoriesi  not 
granted  to  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolutionary 
army,  should  be  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  several 
States,  (Virginia  included.)  The  title  conveyed  was  to 
the  uae  &nd  benefit  gf  the  several  States,  (Virginia  in- 
clusive,) and  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  Union.  If  the 
ceaaion  was  not  intended  for  the  benefit  of  the  States, 
the  language  desig^nating  the  States,  and  Virginia  inclu- 
sive, would  not  have  been  used. 

But  it  had  been  said  that  if  these  lands  were  given  to 
the  Union«for  the  use  of  the  States,  how  could  the  ap- 
plication of  it  to  the  uses  of  the  Union  be  justified? 
Why,  because  the  application  of  it  to  the  uses  of  the 
Union  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  States  composing  it. 
The  State*  had  contracted  debts  which  were  assumed 
by  the  Union,  and  therefore  to  apply  them  to  the  pay- 
ment of  this  revolutionary  debt  was  the  great  object  of 
the  cession  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  such  application 
was  for  the  benefit  of  the  States  composing  the  Union. 
If  it  was  intended  that  this  cession  should  form  a  consoli- 
dated fund,  why  was  there  any  reference  to  the  propor- 
tion of  the  burdens  borne  by  each  State  of  the  general 
expenses  of  the  Union  as  establishing  the  mode  of  distri- 
bution? No,  the  fund  was  to  be  a  common  fund,  but  the 
trust  was  to  be  applied  like  any  other  trust  or  adminis- 
tration; though  general,  in  name,  it  was  for  the  separate 
and  individual  use  of  each  corporator. 

Now  recollect  that,  at  the  date  of  the  Virginia  deed  of 
cession,  the  exactions  from  the  several  members  of  the 
Union  were  in  their  corporate  capacities.  Suppose, 
then,  Virginia  had  paid  her  portion  for  the  general  de- 
fence, or  chose  to  pay  it  in  some  other  form,  would 
she  not  have  an  undoubted  right  to  demand  her  portion 
of  this  fund,  or  this  common  trusts 

The  measure  of  proportion,  as  provided  by  this  deed 
to  be  shared  by  the  States,  was  the  measure  of  burdens 
respectiveW  borne  by  each  in  the  general  expenses;  the 
measure  of  contribution,  and  the  measure  of  taxation. 
Now,  what  was  the  principle  of  the  plan  before  the  Sen- 
ate? It  adopted  precisely  the  same  measure  of  taxation 
and  of  burdens,  varying  only  according  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.  Suppose,  again,  that  the  whole 
revenue  of  the  United  States  was,  instead  of  being 
drawn  from  imports,  drawn  from  the  States  by  direct 
taxation,  then  they  would  have  information  of  what  was 
drawn  from  each  State.  Could  they  not  in  that  case 
allow  each  State  to  receive  her  proportion  of  this  fund, 
and  to  pay  the  amount  of  her  direct  taxation  in  gross ^ 
or  if  a  regular  account  was  kept,  would  not  the  State  be 
charged  with  her  portion  of  direct  taxes,  and  credited 
with  the  amount  of  her  portion  of  these  lands? 

Suppose  that,  instead  of  the  funding  system  which  we 
had  adopted,  instead  of  the  general  Government  as- 
suming the  debts  of  the  States,  each  State  had  been  com- 
pelled to  provide  for  and  make  payments  of  its  own 
debts,  would  it  not,  after  it  had  been  known  that  this  grant 
was  made  for  the  express  purpose  of  paying  the  revolu- 
tionary debt,  have  become  necessary  that  this  fund 
should  be  divided  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  States 
to  pay  their  debts?  If  this  was  not  so,  why  did  Virginia 
declare  that  these  lands  should  be  held  for  the  common 
benefit  of  all  the  States,  Virginia  inclusive?  Now,  if 
these  debts  had  been  charged  to  each  individual  State, 
was  there  a  Senator  there  who  doubted  that  the  States 
would  have  come  forward  and  demanded  their  share  of 
this  fund^  It  did  not  seem,  therefore,  that  the  applica- 
tion of  this  money  to  the  uses  of  the  Union  weakened 
the  argument.  The  fund  was  so  applied,  and  applied 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  deed. 

An  argument  much  stronger  in  favor  of  the  application 
of  the  fund  that  was  now  proposed  was,  that  they  had 
arrived  at  the  first  application  of  it  by  inference  only. 


because  the  fund  being  given  for  the  common  benefit  of 
the  States,  it  was  inferred  that  it  might  rightfully  be  ap- 
plied to  the  Union  which  was  composed  of  the  States; 
while  for  the  application  now  contemplated  they  had 
the  direct  sanction  of  the  deed  of  cession.  If  the  old 
articles  of  confederation  had  remained  in  force,  there 
would  have  been  no  difficulty  as  to  this  distribution,  as 
each  State  would  have  paid  its  own  share  of  the  common 
burdens,  and  would  have  been  entitled  to  receive  her 
proportionate  share  of  the  fund.  The  mode  of  taxattooy 
however,  had  been  changed,  and  was  now  laid  on  con- 
sumption, as  the  only  rule  by  which  they  could  approxi- 
mate so  nearly  to  equality.  And  what  other  rule  could 
approach  so  near?  Taxation  on  consumption  was  in 
proportion  to  population;  and,  by  following  it  up,  they 
in  this  bill  adopted  the  same  rule;  that  is,  the  burden  of 
taxation  being  on  the  population  of  the  States,  the  distri- 
bution was  to  be  made  according  to  it  generally.  This 
rule  of  distribution  was  fair,  just,  and  in  conformity  with 
the  terms  of  the  deed  of  cession.  Did  it  not. rest  on  the 
grounds  of  principle  and  reason?  The  uniform  practice 
of  the  Government,  down  to  this  very  day,  had  been  in 
conformity  with  this  exercise  of  its  power  over  these 
lands.  He  never  knew  this  power  to  be  questioned 
until  the  veto  of  the  President.  All  the  Presidents,  Mr. 
Madison,  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Monroe,  and  Mr.  Adams, 
had  administered  the  Government  in  conformity  with 
this  power.  What  had  the  public  lands  been  distributed 
for?  For  almost  all  the  purposes  of  the  country;  for  in- 
ternal improvement,  for  education,  and  for  beneficent 
purposes.  By  a  humane  policy,  they  granted  lan^s  to 
the  expatriated  Poles.  They  granted  lands  to  the 
French;  and  although  they  were  given  ostensibly  for  a 
designated  purpose,  yet  in  fact  the  grants  were  an  abso- 
lute bounty.  It  was  true  that  Congress  had  gone  too 
far  on  some  occasions,  but  all  uniformly  acknowledged 
that  they  possessed  the  power  to  make  the  grants.  After 
referring  to  the  messages  of  the  President  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  public  lands,  Mr.  C.  said  that,  supposing  this 
power  of  Congress  over  the  public  lands  to  be  incon- 
testable, the  Senator  from  New  York  [Mr.  Wbioht] 
contended  that  there  was  nothing  to  distribute.  If  this 
were  so,  the  gentleman  objected  to  the  bill  with  some 
reason;  for  if  it  were  true  that  there  was  no  stirplus  to 
distribute,  it  was  not  right  that  this  bill  should  pass. 
But  the  Senator  had  met  with  his  match  in  his  friend 
from  New  Jersey,  who  had  most  ably  refuted  all  his  po- 
sitions, and  shown  clearly  that  all  his  calculations  were 
founded  in  error.  Mr.  C.  then  entered  into  various  cal- 
culations to  show  the  amount  of  the  surplus  revenue,  with 
that  accruing,  and  replied  to  Mr.  Wriort's  argument, 
that  the  military  bounty  lands,  the  purchase  of  Louisiana 
and  Florida,  and  various  other  offsets,  should  be  taken 
from  the  proceeds  of  the  land  sale*,  before  they  could 
be  called  nett  proceeds.  Mr.  C.  contended,  as  had  been 
done  by  Mr.  CaiTTKUDBir,  that  the  jurisdiction  only 
over  Louisiana  and  Florida  was  of  far  greater  value  than 
the  amount  of  their  purchase,  and  that  the  revenues  de- 
rived from  New  Orleans  and  Mobile  alone  (the  claim  of 
Spain  to  the  latter  having  been  quieted  by  the  Florida 
purchase)  would  pay  for  these  two  provinces  over  and 
over. 

Louisiana  was  purchased  for  the  peace  and  security  of 
the  country,  and  human  figures  could  hardly  reach  the 
benefits  of  this  acquisition  under  the  treaty  of  1804; 
and  so  of  Florida.  There  was  then  virtually  a  Texian 
war  going  on,  and  we  took  possession  of  the  country. 
He  alluded  to  a  document,  draughted  by  Mr.  Madison, 
which  had  been  pressed  upon  him  by  Mr.  C.  The  joint 
possession  of  Mobile  and  Pensacola,  by  the  treaty  of 
1818-'19,  would  slone  justify  the  sum  of  money  paid 
for  that  accession  of  territory.  Looking  at  the  great 
I  commercial  advantages  secured,  and  the  constant  emi- 
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gration  opened  out  by  it  with  a  statesman'a  eye,  and  such 
at  the  Senator  from  New  York  [Mr.  Wrisht]  had,  he 
would  no  doubt  have  seen  the  great  benefita  derived 
from  it,  and  that  not  one  cent  of  those  charges  he  had 
made  were  chargeable  to  the  public  lands.  The  policy 
of  removing  the  Indians  beyond  the  Mississippi  waa  not 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  public  lands;  and  the  ex- 
pense of  removing  them  wasmot  a  fair  charge  upon  tliero. 
The  amount>  of  the  two  items,  in  the  purchase  of  Louis- 
iana and  Florida,  was  about  thirty  miilions. 

The  whole  product  of  the  public  lands  was  eighty- 
three  millions;  and  eleven  millions  and  upwards  deduct- 
ed for  bounty  lands,  would  leave  upwards  of  seventy- 
one  millions.  Take  the  whole  claimed  by  the  Senator 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Wright,]  the  entire  cost  of  re- 
moval and  interest,  and  the  amount  would  be  about 
twenty-four  millions;  so  that,  however  the  account  was 
stated,  there  was  a  surplus  remaining  of  about  twenty- 
four  millions. 

l*he  Senator  from  New  York  had  objected  to  that 
feature  assigning  ten  per  cent,  to  the  new  States.  He 
(Mr.  C.)  had  been  unjustly  charged  with  feelings  of  hos- 
tility towards  the  new  States;  and  he  thought  it  particu- 
larly hard  for  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  yesterday  to 
question  the  equity  of  this  provision.  He  believed  that 
Senator  had  questioned  its  equity,  but  nut  its  justice. 

[Mr.  VValkkr  said  that  he  had  already  explained  that 
it  was  not  against  tiie  equity  of  giving  this  10  per  cent, 
fund  to  the  new  States,  because  he  believed  that  it  was 
not  as  much  as  they  were  entitled  to.  lie  had  only  said 
that,  taking  the  gentleman's  argument,  there  was  an  in- 
equality in  this  grant.] 

He  (Mr.  C.)  would  show  that  if  any  thing  was  wrong 
in  that  provision,  it  woa  not  in  not  assigning  enough  to 
the  new  States.  The  principle  was  founded  upon  the 
measure  of  burdens.  It  gave  to  the  people  in  equal 
proportion  to  their  burdens.  He  went  into  a  calculation 
to  show  that  there  was  an  increase  of  six  per  cent,  of 
population  of  the  new  States  over  the  old.  The  mode 
of  taxation  now  pursued  was  not  by  direct,  but  by  indi- 
rect taxation.  I'he  measure  of  taxation  was  a  measure 
of  burden.  The  burden  was  a  taxation  paid  on  the 
direct  consumption.  It  would  take  up  too  much  time 
to  go  into  a  detail  of  the  increases  of  all  the  States.  The 
nearer  they  got  to  the  periotl  when  the  next  census 
should  be  taken,  the  more  unrqual  it  would  be  in  regard 
to  the  new  States;  and  as  he  had  not  time  to  make  the 
calculation,  he  had  put  it  at  ten  per  cent.  The  increase 
of  population  was  where  there  was  tiie  greatest  amount 
of  sales.  The  greatest  increase  of  population  was  in  the 
new  States,  and  as  they  increased  more  in  population 
they  got  more  of  the  ten  per  cent.  By  taking  into  the 
account  the  advantages  accruing  from  the  acquisition  of 
Louisiana  and  Florida  in  the  shape  of  duties  and  direct 
taxes,  and  the  great  benefits  derived  from  commercial 
advantages,  it  would  expunge  the  debt.  The  Senator 
from  New  York  thought  the  customs  would  dry  up, 
and  contended  that  the  sales  were  not  inordinate  in 
amount,  and  that  by  1814  we  would  not  receive  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars  from  them;  that  while  the  customs  would 
be  but  fourteen  millions,  the  expenses  of  Government 
would  be  seventeen  milHons  of  dollars,  so  that  there 
would  be  a  deficiency  of  two  millions.  How  was  it,  he 
asked,  that  an  administration  that  came  into  power  on 
the  principles  of  reform  was  to  increase  the  expense 
from  thirteen  to  seventeen  millions?  But  he  said  it 
would  be  caused  by  the  increase  of  population.  The 
machinery  of  Government,  Mr.  C.  said,  was  the  same  in 
an  increase  of  population  that  it  was  now.  The  salaries  of 
the  President  and  pay  of  officers  of  the  Government 
would  be  the  same  as  now.  The  late  Secretary  (Mr. 
McLane)  had  estimated  the  expenses  at  only  fifteen 
millions,  and  the  late  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  since 


Governor  of  that  Sute,  (Mr.  Hayne»)  had  aLitt*tf 
them  at  twelve  millions.  The  Senator  from  Nev  Ya 
had  not  served  the  Senate  with  any  data  to  show  ik  c- 
crease  from  thirteen  to  seventeen  millions.  He  d-J  f 
wish  to  see  any  of  the  protected  articles,  in  ibe  %-i 
principle  of  compromise,  touched  t  but  if  it  sbobU^ 
come  necessar)',  other  means  might  be  resorted  io» ».  - 
out  touching  them. 

There  was  one  feature  in  the  compromise  bill  sK' 
was  a  most  happy  one,  and  he  was  delisted  at  hii<{ 
borne  an  important  part  in  that  measuiv.     The  vft:^ 
country  seemed  to  luve  been  satisfied  with  its  aod,  "xt 
of  all,  his  late  friends,  the  manufacturers,  whom  be  «<:«- 
be  the  last  nun   to  desert,  and    wboae    interests  » 
had  always  supported,  bad  found  that    it  was  the  brt 
measure  that  could  have  been  adopted  for  them.    Tjk 
feature  was  this:    There  was  a  large  class  of  articlr<a 
which  the  power  of  taxation  was  reserved,  and  tbcuss 
on  which  miglit  in  an  emergency  be  increased  vtU.^: 
violating  the  spirit  of  the  compromise.      Tbey  hsdoa^.* 
luxuries  which  might  be  taxed,  if  tike  revenue  stu.^' 
fall  short.     In  their  anxiety  to  reduce  the  duties,  tu^ 
had  diminished  the  duties  on  ailks  and   wines — art^ 
which  might  well  bear  increased  taxation.     Wh/,  )•'• 
(said  Mr.  C.,)  we  may  have  abundaully  enough  of  rt^^- 
nue  for  all  the  wants  of  the  Government,  without  r^ 
sorting  to  loans  or  the  lands,  simply  by  taxing  iitmrth- 
Mr.  C.   then  went  on  to  show  that  the    receipts  of 'J^ 
customs  would  probably  increase  instead  of  diisi«^ 
There  was  reason  to  believe  that,  unless  a'pspereir'^ 
sion    took  place,  the  revenues  of  this  year  wouki>rf 
greater  than  the  last.    I'he  first  quarter  of  the  year  vt^ 
estinuited  at  five  millions,  and  the  whole  custoois  ofi^ 
present  year  would  be  upwards   of  twenty  miUK>B» 
They  might  reasonably  calculate  that  the  revenues  ct 
the  coming  years  would  be  in  proportion  to  tlie  v<^(^ 
of  the  country  and  iu  ability  to  consume.     It  vas  ab- 
surd and  out  of  reason  to  suppose  that  tliere  would  bet 
deficiency  from  the  customs. 

Mr.  C.  having  shown,  as  he  said,  the  power  of  di^^' 
bution,  and  the  ability  to  make  it,  next  went  onto  sho« 
the  expediency  of  the  measure.    It  had  been  obiecit^ 
that,  if  they  once  commenced  this  system,  tbey  would  not 
be  able  to  gel  rid  of  it.     Why,  he  would  ask,  were  tttef 
afraid  to  trust  the  States?    Recollect,  he  said,  Chat  \^^ 
whole  was  founded  in  the  confidence  of  the  peoplci  »n- 
if  they  found  that  the  system  was  not  a  good  one,  )| 
would  undoubtedly  be  repealed.     But  gentlemen  coaw 
not  have  pronounced  a  higher  eulogy  on  this  bill,  ^^^ 
by  saying  that,  if  it  was  once  passed,  they  never  wouW 
be  able  to  get  rid  of  it;  for  the  argument  inferred  tlw^ 
the  beneficial  effects  of  it  would  be  so  aensibly  f<^It  ^^ 
the  people,  that  they  would  not  be  willing  to  give  it  uP- 
Could  there  be  a  measure,  he  said,  more  calculated  i" 
promote  the  peace,  happiness,   and  Jiarmony  of  f^ 
Union,  than  this?    It  settled,  for  ever,  that  distracting 
question  of  the  right  to  appropriate  money  for  »n**"^ 
improvements.     Could  it  be  believed  that  the  SUies  o* 
the  West  would  continue  to  be  satisfied  with  the  vast  ex- 
penditures of  this  Government  on  the  seaboard?    '^ 
day  would  come  when  the  united  Weat  and  South*** 
would  demand  that  this  unequal   distribution  shoula 
ceaae.     But  pass  this  bill,  and  that  question  would  ^ 
quieted  for  ever.     The  diatribution  among  the  SUt«s 
would  place  in  each  a  fund  amply  sufficient  for  all  tb* 
great  purposes  of  internal  improvement  and  educstto"' 
to  be  apphed  as  the  States  thought  proper.    Tbe'« 
would  be  no  further  call    from  tlie  SUtes  for  sppf^ 
priations  for  these  purposes;  and  was  there  not  g^*^ 
fitness  in  enabling  the  SUtes  to  act  for  themteive<i 
without  asking  for  the  bounty  of  the  general  6o»<JJ' 
ment?    It  waa  impossible  to  imagine  any  thing  more  p^' 
ting  or  more  proper,  with  regard  to  the  new  States  ^ 
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-^'^   as    the  old.     He  would  call  on  gentlemen  of  the 
est  to  give  up  their  vain  idea  of  appropriating  thia  im- 
!nse  domain  to  IhemselTea.     What  hopes  could  they 
ve  of  success  in  their  graduating  projects?    Let  them 
>l^    a^t  the  TOtes  of  this  session,  and  ssy  whether  there 
IS  any    chance  of  their  ever  carrying  them  into  effect. 
ere  they  nearer  to  the  accomplishment  of  their  plans 
•w",  than  they  were  ten  years  ago> 
The    more  these  graduating  projects  were  discussed 
^fore  the  people,  the  greater  would  be  the  opposition 
tliem.      This  plan  of  measuring  the  value  of  the  lands 
''  the  bed  of  Procrustes,  and  putting  lands  worth  twen- 
dollars  an  acre  down  to  fifty  cents,  because  some 
ere    not  worth  more,  would  never  meet  the  approba- 
>n  of  an  intelligent  people.     And  in  the  mean  time, 
hat  were  they  losing,  while  they  were  looking  after 
1  object  that  could  never  be  gained?    They  passed  by 
meastire  promising  the  most  incalculable  benefits, 
^l^andizing  their  States,  and  enabling  them  to  keep 
ace    with  their  neighbors  in  internal  improvements, 
nd  ameliorating  the  condition  of  their  people.     These 
rere   practical,  tangible  benefits,  which  should  not  be 
>st   8ig>ht  of  in  pUnning  wild  and  visionary  schemes, 
»hicU  could  never  be  realized.     Mr.  C,  after  eulogi- 
;ing  the    land  system,  predicted  that  the  time  woifld 
ome  when  a  measure  of  this  kind  would  be  adopted 
>y  a  larg^e  majority,  if  it  failed  now.     His  life  for  it,  he 
laid,  this  measure  would,  political  opinions  apart,  find 
idvocates  where  it  now  had  opposers.    He  called  the 
kUeniion  of  gentlemen  from  the  new  States  to  the  grad- 
iial  reduction  of  the  quantities  of  unsold  Unds  in  each 
State,  and  the  increasing  favor  this  must  procure  for  the 
Kheme  of  distribution.    As  the  lands  in  the  new  States 
were  sold  off",  the  interest  of  each  in  the  lands  within  it 
lessened,  while  their  interest  in  the  lands  exterior  to  them 
increased.      Ohio  might  already  be  said  to  be  an  old 
Slate,  and  Indiana  and  Illinois  were  rapidly  becoming 
so;  and  all  theseStates  would  in  time  stand  nearly  in  the 
»me  relation  to  the  public  lartds  that  the  old  States  now 
did.     The  argument  of  the  Senator  from  New  York, 
that  the  States  would  be  reluctant  to  give  up  the  pro- 
ceeds of  these  lands,  when  the  honor  or  interest  of  the 
nation  required  it  to  go  to  war,  was  little  complimentary 
to  their  patriotism  of  public  spirit.     As  well  might  the 
gentleman  carry  the  argument  a  little  farther,  and  say 
that  people  were   not  to  be  trusted.     But  he  believed 
that  one  of  the  most  favorable  features  of  this  bill  was, 
»>at  It  imposed  some  sort  of  restraint  on  that  natural 
proneness  of  republics  to  go  to  war. 

In  controversies  with  foreign  nations,  it  was  natural  for 
the  people  to  Uke  part  with  the  Government.    The  re. 
mark  of  the  nuble  Decatur,   "  Our  country,  right  or 
wrong,»»  was  one  that  was  always  felt  by  this  people. 
He  remembered  the  evenU  of  the  last  summer,  and  how 
near  they  were  being  involved  in  a  war  with  a  foreign 
j;owcri  and  although  he  did  not  approve  of  the  course  of 
jnc  admmistration,  yet  he  would  have  given  it  his  most 
ywrty  support,  had  a  war  unfortunately  taken  place. 
Look  at  the  controversy  between  Ohio  and  Michigan, 
and  say  why  it  was  that  all  on  one  side  were  unanimous 
m  favor  of  Ohio,  while  all  on  the  other  were  in  favor  of 
Michigan,  if  it  was  not  from  the  natural  disposition  of  the 
people  to  Uke  sides  with  their  Government,  right  or 
wrong.    This  bill  would  have  a  salutary  restraint  on  the 
wpoiition  of  republics  to  go  to  war,  by  making  it  the 
•ntereit  of  the  States  to  preserve  peace.     But  when  the 
ftonor  or  safety  of  the  country  required  that  they  should 
go  to  war,  who  could  doubt  the  readiness  of  the  people 
w  raake  every  sacrifice  to  maintain  them? 
.  By  passing  this  bill,  that  greatest  of  all  interests,  the 
*wer«t  in  preserving  the  Uniop,  would  be  greatly  ad- 
vanced.   There  were  yet  seven  hundred  millions  of 
wresof  land,  lying  outside  of  the  Stetes,  unappropriated  { 
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upon  which,  it  was  true,  there  were  some  encumbrances 
by  the  unextinguished  title  of  the  natives;  but  from  tlie 
moment  the  white  man  put  his  foot  on  the  rock  at 
Plymouth,  or  on  the  shore  of  Jamestown,  commenced 
the  entire  extinction  of  that  unfortunate  race  of  people; 
and  the  Indian  lands  might  all  be  counted  on  as  a  source 
of  distribution.  This  system  was  not  intended  for  one 
year  alone,  but  for  hundreds  of  years.  In  no  sales  for 
centuries  to  come  could  they  imagine  any  but  large  pro- 
ceeds; and  could  they  conceive  a  tie  more  strong  to  bind 
the  Union  together  than  the  fact  that  every  year  each 
SUte  would  share  with  its  co-States?  There  were  other 
topics  connected  with  this  subject,  but  he  would  not 
detain  the  Senate  with  a  discussion  of  them  at  this  time. 

It  would  be  recollected  that  this  fund  would  remain 
to  be  distributed  when  they  were  cold  and  lifeless  be- 
neath the  clods  of  the  valley.  Long  after  parties  and 
party  strifes  had  ceased  to  exist,  this  vast  fund  would 
contmucf  then  let  them  throw  aside  all  their  predilec- 
tions, and  come  up  to  the  measure  which  would  improve 
the  country  in  so  many  ways,  and  suppress  all  this  excite- 
ment caused  by  not  distributing  that  which  justly 
belonged  to  the  people. 

When  Mr.  Clay  had  concluded. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

Wbdkbsdat,  April  27. 
NAVY  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SOUTHARD,  the  Senate  proceed- 
ed to  consider  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
naval  service. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendments  proposed 
by  the  Naval  Committee,  and  the  question  on  the  first 
seven  amendments;  which  were  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  on  the  eighth  amendment,  viz:  to 
insert:  **For  the  purchase  of  sites,  and  the  erection  of 
barracks,  near  the  navy  yards  at  Charlestown,  Brooklyn, 
Gosport,  and  Pensacols,  $300,000." 

After  a  brief  explanation  from  Mr.  SOUTHARD,  this 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  amendments,  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee, were  also  agreed  to: 

•»  For  building  a  dry  dock  at  Brooklyn,  $180,000; 

"  For  completing  the  steam  vessel  now  building  at  the 
navy  yard  at  Brooklyn,  $150,000; 

•*  For  navy  hospitals,  $45,410; 

••  For  completing  the  powder  magazines  near  New 
York  and  Boston,  with  the  Isndings,  enclosures,  and  de- 
pendencies, $19,200. 

**  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  an  exploring  expe- 
dition to  the  Pacific  Ocean  and  South  Seas  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed,  and  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  to  prepare,  and  send  out  for  that  purpose,  a 
sloop  of  war,  and  to  purchase  or  provide  such  other 
smaller  vessels  as  may  be  necessary  and  proper  to  ren- 
der the  said  expedition  efficient  and  useful. 

•*  And  be  it  furttur  enacted.  That  the  use  of  so  much 
of  the  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  navy,  and 
other  means  and  facilities  under  the  control  of  the  Navy 
Department,  as  may  be  necessary  and  proper  for  that  ob- 
ject, be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  authorized;  and,  in 
addition  thereto,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropria- 
ted, out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated." 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  b 
which  the  first  amendment  was  agreed  to;  and  this  mo- 
tion having  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SOUTHARD,  the  sum  contained 
in  this  amendment  was  reduced  by  deducting  $52,257  75 
for  pay  of  the  officers  and  men  of  two  vessela  which 
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could  not  be  prepared  for  serrice  during  the  present 
year. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SOUTHARD,  corresponding  reduc- 
tions were  made  in  other  amendments. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended. 

Mr.  HILL  asked  for  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  first 
amendment,  which  increases  the  appropriation  for  the 
pay  of  the  navy  from  $1,974,178  91  to  $3,544,338  16, 
and  they  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  in  the 
amendment,  and  decided  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Goldsbo- 
rough,  Grundy,  Hendricks  Hubbard,  Ring  of  Alabama, 
Knight,  Leigh,  I  jnn,  McKean,  Mangum,  Morris,  Nicho- 
las, Niles,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  liives.  Bobbins, 
Robinson,  Ruggles,  Shepley,  Southard,  Swift,  Tipton, 
Tomlinson,  Walker,  Webster,  White,  Wright— 57. 

Nats— Messrs.  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hill,  King  of  Geor- 
gia, Moore,  Naudain — 5. 

The  other  amendments  were  then  concurred  in. 

Mr.  HILL  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 
amendment  appropriating  money  for  an  exploring  ex- 
pedition was  agreed  to;  but  the  motion  was  negatived. 

The  question  being  on  the  engrossment  of  the  amend- 
ment, 

Mr.  HILL  asked  the  ayes  and  noes;  which  were  or- 
dered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  af- 
firnoative:  Yeas  44,  nay  1. 

FLORIDA   WAR. 

Mr.  WEBSTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  re- 
ported, without  amendment,  a  bill  from  the  House  ma- 
king further  appropriations  for  the  suppression  of  hos- 
tilities in  Florida,  and  asked  of  the  Senate  to  act  on  the 
bill  at  this  time. 

The  bill  was  then  considered,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

A  bill  from  the  House,  authorizing  the  President  of 
the  Unittd  States  to  accept  the  services  of  volunteers  in 
certain   cases,   and  also  of  mounted  riflemen,  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  the  Senate  to  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  executive  business,  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  important  business,  which  ougtit  to  have 
been  acted  on. 

Mr.  CLAY  stated  that  he  had  been  unable  to  read 
the  voluminous  papers  which  belong  to  this  matter,  but 
expected  he  should  be  able  to  get  through  by  to-morrow 
or  the  day  after. 

After  a  few  worda  from  Mr.  CALHOUN,  of  similar 
import,  the  motion  was  negatived. 

LAND  BILL. 

The  bill  to  appropriate  for  a  limited  time  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the  States,  and  to 
grant  lands  to  certain  States,  was  taken  up  as  the  order 
of  the  day. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  postpone  the  bill,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 

fortifications.  ^  ^    „       .-41. 

Mr.  B.  would  take  the  tense  of  the  Senate  m  the  most 
formal  manner  on  thia  mode  of  proceeding  with  the  busi- 
'  ness  of  the  country.  It  was  now  the  end  of  the  filth  month 
of  the  session,  and  scarcely  a  bill  for  the  service  of  the 
country  hmd  yet  been  passed.  He  had  been  fifteen 
years  a  member  of  the  Senate,  and  had  never  seen  the 
parallel  of  it  before.  Not  to  go  into  the  enumeration  of 
he  immense  number  of  bills  lying  upon  the  tables,  and 
noUct^  upon,  here  was  the  fortificaUon  bill,  reported 
m  January  Vrom  the   Mditary  Cortmittce,  and  not  yet 


acted  upon,  although  there  were  no  aPP.'"*'n"**^^ 

fortifications  last  year.    The  Senate  and  tf le  ««»«  ^ 

both  engaged  in  ample  discussionn,  to  »how  who  wmo 

fault  for  the  failure  of  the  fortification    b.ll   ^\^^ 

no  such  discussion  would  be  necessary  to  show  wno  oe- 

casioned  the  virtual  defeat  of  it  this  year.      Mr.  B .  cwi 

sidered  the  fortification  bill  for  the  P«»r"Vy**f  "f^* 

tually  defeated.     The  year  would  be  ^•'(^  ~;^Jf .^"^ 

the  appropriations  would  be  ready;  and    by  that  ti«€ 

the  season  for  work  in  the  South  would  be  gone  bj ;  «« 

in  the  Middle  and  North,  workmen  and  ■»»o>T2 1^ 

be  engaged  for  the  season;  and  the  United  S«»-<»^r.*^ 

find  it  diflicult  to  obtain  laborers,  and  be   under  the  n^ 

cessity  of  paying  enhanced  prices  for  them . 

.  Hi.  present  motion  was  intended  to  brinff  thingtij 

an  issue;  It  was  to  have  the  sense  of  the  Senate  forw^ 

taken  upon  the  question  of  proceeding  «^»l*»^''*^u'^ 

tion  billTand  therefore  he  should  move,  an^  sbouWj^ 

the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it,  to  postpone  the  »n^^^' 

bution  bill  for  a  week,  and  in  the  mean  lime  to  proce^ 

with  the  fortification  bill,  and  afterwards   ^<j!fn  »e 

bills  for  appropriations  and  for  the  defence  f}}^?^ 

try.     Thi  distribution  bill  was  now  th«  ant^B^nj*^  "^ 

of  fortifications  only,  but  of  every  bill  for  the  service  ^ 

the  country.     It  w^  the  antagonist  ^f  every  biHfc^^ 

tended  to  diminish  the  mass  of  money  '^"'^'f^'^'^X 

Many  were  the  bills  which  had  ■''""^y  ^'^^T^  ""Z^ 

it,  xlo  many  tabe  enumerated,  but  the  f^te  of  one.  tt»J 

of  the  Cumberland  road  bill,  ws«  too  stnk.ngin  rt««. 

and  too  clearly  characteristic  of  the  d«tr»buticm  pj^-ev. 

and  its  effects  upon  the  country,  to  be  ^^^^^^ 

This  bill  was  to  cirry  on  the  oldest  and  beat-establiAed 

work  of  internal  improvement  in  the  country;  one  rfsunj 

upon  compact,  and  sanctioned  by  every  ^Ammnmm 

from  Mr.  Jefferson's  time  to  the  present  day.    in^ 

road  was  to  go  to  the  Mississippi,  at  the  least,  andtp- 

proprmtions  for  it  were  brought  in  early  in  the  sesswe. 

What  was  the  fate  of  that  appropriation  ?     A  »cnnce  « 

the  distribution    scheme!     It  was    resisted    for  iwj! 

weeks,  the  amount  reduced,  and  a  determination  opwf 

announced  to  discontinue  the  only  thing  that  ©<»"  P'^ 

it  any  value,  that  of  making  it  permanent  by  ^^T^ 

zing  or  gravelling.    Thus  the  Cumberland  road  has  wm 

a  victim  and  a  sacrifice  to  the  distribution  spirit; andtK 

fate  of  that  bill  is  to  be  the  fate  of  many  more.     At  pw^ 

ent  the  fortificationa  are  to  suffer,  and  may  be  consfl- 

ered  as  defeated  for  this  year.     Thus  far  nothing  i» 

been  done,  all  bills  for  the  service  of  the  country  h«« 

been  delayed  and  postponed;  all  the  heavy  appropf«^* 

tions  have  been  kept  back,  and  for  a.  purpose  which  b 

perfectly  understood  in  this  chamber,  and  ought  to  be 

understood  by  the  country.     It  is  to  make  a  surptui'  » 

is  to  make  a  fictitious,  delusive,  and  unreal  surpluSi  to 

excite  the  cupidity  of  distributees,  and  to  form  the  n<* 

rallying  point  of  the  same  party  which    has  h>djn< 

career  of  so  many  new  projects  and  changes  in  a  kv 

years  past.     They  now  proclaim  a  surplus  of  thirty  »* 

lions  in  the  Treasury,  and  how  have   they  ff<* '* ''^^fji 

By  stopping  the  appropriations;  by  delaying  every  »*' 

that  they  can,  by  cutting  down  every  appropristio^J' 

the  lowest  dollar!     By  these  tactics,  they  have  w<^^ 

ed  in  damming  up  the  money  in  the  Treasury,  vbiietbe 

business  of  the  country  has  stopped  for  want  of  thi^ 

money.     Bvery  branch  of  service  Is  suffering  for  va^t 

of  the  money  now  in  the  Treasur}*,  and  which  is  ridicB- 

lously  called  surplus,  while  the  officers  of  the  Govtm- 

mem  are  in  vain  calling  for  it.     Mr.  B.  said  tbtt  ererr 

person  knew,  or  might,  that  officers   were  borro*''* 

money,   or  getting  public  money   without  lav.  fro» 

banks,   to  carry  on   the  public  business,  while  ScnaioiJ 

here  are  proclaiming  »  surplus  of  thirty  nMllions,  >"j 

absolutely  refusing  to  go  on  with  appropriation  bills.  ir» 

giving  aU  their  time  and  aU  their  pathetic  eloquence  10  ^ 
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of  an  cMrerbardened  Trtunrj .    More  than  tba% 
officers,  with  pay  due  them,  are  borrowinp^  money 
usury*  for  the  support  of  their  families,  while  we 
%»ere  refusinif  to  rote  their  pay*  and  indulging  in  sor- 
V  fti  1  lamentations  over  theimponibifity  of  ever  getting 
of  the  public  OMiney,  except  by  dividing  it  out.  They 
^  aliedding  real  tears  over  their  empty  pockets,  while 
\  are  shedding  fictitious  and  crocodile  tears  over  the 
ness   of  the  Treasury.     Such  were  the  first  fruits  of 
is    most  fatal  and  ruinous  policy  of  distribution.     It 
>ulJ  soon  manifest  its  hideous  spirit  in  the  defeat  of 
?   roost  important  and  the  most  necesmry  bills  t  snd 
,  (Mr.    B.)  without  treading  upon  forbidden  ground, 
ght  allude  to  what  was  publicly  known,  that  a  treaty 
d  been  made  with  the  Cherokees  last  year,  requiring 
'e  and  a  half  millions,  and  another  with  Indians  in  Mich- 
•n,  for  a  million  and  three  quarters;  and  that  now,  at 
e  end  of  five  months,  neither  of  these  treaties  were 
ted  upon!  and  could  not  be  psssed  witliout  putting  an 
id  to  this  lamentation  about  the  surplus.     Every  thing 
id  to  be  kept  back  to  swell  a  surplus,  to  make  an  os- 
nsible  aniount  m  the  Treasury;  and  then  every  thing 
at  could   be  defeated  would  have  to  be  defeated,  in 
rder  to  save  that  ostenable  surplus  for  distribution, 
lence  a  new  and  fell  spirit  was  brou^^t  into  our  legis- 
iion;  a  spirit  wholly  intent  upon  getting  at  the  money 
\  the  Tresaory,  and  pushing  aside,  trampling  down,  and 
utting   oflT,  every  measure  for  the  good  of  tne  country, 
rhich  threatened  to  take  a  dc#llar  mm  this  adored  sur- 
•\us.     How  is  it,  said  Mr.  B.,  with  this  bilP  What  right 
OS  it  to  take  precedence  over  the  fortification  bill,  and 
he  other  bills  for  the  service  of  the  country^     Surely 
he  aupplies  ought  to  be  voted  before  the  excess  is 
hrown  away;  surely  the  surplus  ought  to  be  ascertained 
>erore  it  is  distributed.     This  is  regular  and  natural; 
ml  if  it  was  done,  the  surplus  scheme  would  be  blown 
jp.     All  the  money  in  the  Treasury,  and  more  too, 
vould  be  appropriated;  the  thirty  millions  would  be 
gone;  and  the  duped  and  deceived  distributers,  who  are 
now,  each  one,  with  slate  and  pencil,  calculating  the 
amount  of  bis  share,  would  find  that  the  vision  had  van- 
ished, the  mountain  had  disappeared,  and  the  appropria- 
tion bilh  had  covered  every  dollar  that  he  was  counting 
up  for  distribution.     This  was  the  true  reason  for  push- 
inur  the  distribution  bill;  this  was  the  true  reason  for 
keeping  it  ahead  of  all  other  bills;  if  it  were  postponed 
until  after  the  bills  for  the  service  of  the  country  were 
passed,  then  the  delusion  of  the  surplus  could  not  be 
kept  up.     Bven  now,  within  this  hoar,  by  the  good  for- 
tune of  getting  the  navy   bill  and  a  Florida  war  bill 
through,  we  bad  reduced  the  surplus  between  seven  and 
eight  millions;  yet  those  seven  or  eight  millions  will  still 
flourish  in  the  speeches  of  gentlemen.     Suppose  these 
bills  had  been  passed  two  months  ago,  and  the  Indian  trea- 
ties ratified  two  or  three  months  ago,  then  half  the  surplus 
would  have  been  gone,  and  a  great  many  fine  speeches 
spoiled.      This  would  have  been  the  consequence  of 
proceeding  regularly  and  naturally,  and  ascertaining  the 
surplus  before  it  was  used.     Even  now,  if  the  adminis- 
tration party  in  the  Senate  is  strong  enough  to  bring  on 
the  business  of  the  country,   if  that  party  is  strong 
enough  to  vote  money  for  the  service  of  the  ccmntry, 
snd  to  ratify  treaties,  two  weeks  will  explode  this  bub- 
l^le  of  a  surplus,  and  show  every  dollar  in  the  Treasury, 
^od  more  too,  covered  by  appropriation  bilis»  and  in  a 
regular  course  of  expenditure  for  the  public  service. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  BavTOS*s  mo- 
tion to  postpone,  and  lost:  Yeas  30,  nays  2fi,  as  follows: 
^BAs — ^Messrs.  Benton,  Bmwn,  Cutbbert,  Ewing  of 
Illinois,  Grundy,  Hill,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  King 
of  Georgia,  Linn,  Moore,  Morris,  Niles,  Rives,  Robinson, 
It^KSles,  Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wnght— 30. 
NAxs^Messra.    Black,    Buchanan,    Calhoun,    Clay, 


Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Rwing  of  Ohio,  Goldsbo- 
rough,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight,  Leigh,  McKean,  Man- 
gum,  NaudaJn,  Nicholas,  Porter,  Prentiss^  Preston,  Rob- 
bins,  Southard,  Swif>,  Tomlmson,  Webster,  Whiter— 36. 

Mr.  BENTON  remarked  thst  some  gentleman  might 
have  voted  against  his  motion,  because  the  postponement 
was  to  a  day  certain.  He  would  now  make  another  mo- 
tion, which  was  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  for  tlie  pur- 
pose of  taking  up  the  bill  making  appropriation  for  for- 
tifications. 

This  motion  was  also  decided  in  the  negative:  Teas 
20,  nays  36>  as  follows: 

TsAS— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Cutlibert,  Ewing  of 
Illinois  Gnindy,  Hill,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  King 
of  Georgia,  Linn,  Moore,  Morris,  Niles,  Rives,  Robin- 
son, Ruggles,  Sbepley,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Wlaker, 
Wright— 30. 

Nats — Messrs.  Black,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsboroiigh, 
Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight,  Leigh,  McKean,  Mangum, 
Naudain,  Nicholas,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Bobbins, 
Southard,  SwifV,  Tomlinson,  Webster,  White— 36. 

Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  all  afler  the  words  «« United  States"  to  the 
words  "thirty'«x,"  in  the  seventh  line,  and  insert: 
**  one  fourth  part  on  the  fourth  day  of  July,  1836,  and 
one  fourth  part  at  the  end  of  each  ninety  days  thereafter, 
until  the  whole  shall  be  paid;"  which  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

[The  above  amendment  fixes  the  periods  of  distribu- 
tion.] 

Mr.  ROBINSON  here  moved  the  following  amend- 
ment,  to  come  in  as  an  additional  section: 

Sxc.  — .  And  be  it  fwrtktr  enaded.  That  all  lands  be- 
longing to  the  United  States  which  have  been,  or  here- 
after msy  be,  subject  to  entry  at  private  sale  for  twenty 
years  and  upwards,  and  have  not  been  sold,  shall  here- 
after be  sold  at  one  dollar  per  acre,  and  at  a  reduction 
in  price  of  ten  per  centum  every  five  years,  until  the 
price  of  such  lands  be  reduced  to  fifty  cents  per  acre. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  be  would  be  glad  if  the  gentleman 
would  confine  his  amendment  to  actual  settlers.  Too 
much  of  the  public  lands  was  now  taken  up  by  specu- 
lators, and  if  the  reduction  was  made  in  favor  of  all  pur- 
chasers, the  public  domain  would  pass  into  their  hands 
with  little  benefit  to  the  cultivators,  in  whose  favor  the 
gentleman  no  doubt  proposed  his  amendment.  He 
would  therefore  move  to  amend  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Illinois,  by  adding  the  following: 

Frooided^  That  no  person,  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  shall  be  authorised  or  permitted  to  enter,  at  the 
prices  specified  by  this  act,  more  than  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres,  or  two  quarter  sections,  in  subdivisions 
not  less  than  a  quarter-ouarter  section,  in  his  or  her  own 
name,  or  in  the  name  oi  any  other  person,  for  his  or  her 
own  use,  and  in  no  case,  unless  he  or  she  intends  it  for 
settlement  or  cultivation,  or  the  use  of  his  or  her  im^ 
provemeiit;  and  the  person  sp plying  to  make  an  entry 
under  this  act  shall  file  his  or  her  affidavit,  under  such 
regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Tressnry  shall  pre- 
scribe; that  he  or  she  makes  the  entry  in  his  or  her  own 
name,  for  his  or  her  own  benefit,  and  not  in  trust  for 
another:  Aid  pinmded^  alto.  That  no  patent  shall  issue 
to  any  person  making  said  entry,  until  three  years  there- 
after; and  that  any  sale,  contract  for  sale,  lease,  or  con- 
trsct  for  lease,  of  said  lands  so  entered  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  set,  which  may  be  made  prior  to  the  ema- 
nation of  the  patent,  shall  be  utterly  null  and  void,  and 
shall  operate  as  a  forfeiture  of  the  title  to  the  United 
States:  Jindpnmdedf  aim^  That  said  entry  shall  not  be 
made  at  the  reduced  price,  unless  it  is  proved,  under 
such  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall 
prescribe,  that  said  spplicant  at  the  date  of  said  entfy 
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was  in  possetsion  of  said  tract  proposed  to  be  entered, 
or  cultivatinii^  the  adjacent  tract. 

Mr.  CLAY  tibserved  that  the  proposition  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Illinois  [Mr.  Robihsov]  was  to  reduce  the  price 
of  all  lands  which  have  been  in  the  market  twenty  years, 
down  to  fifty  cents  per  acre,  making  a  reduction  of  ten 
per  cent,  every  year  for  a  period  of  five  years.  The  prop- 
osition of  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Walkbb  ] 
was  to  confine  the  proposed  reduction  to  what  be  consid- 
ered actual  settlers.  He  must  repeat,  that  he  had  the  moat 
insuperable  objections  to  any  alteration  of  the  existingpri- 
ces  of  the  public  lands.  According  to  the  proposition  cf 
the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  the  person  making  I  he  entry 
must  file  an  affidavit  of  his  intention  to  settle  and  cultivate 
the  land.  Now,  who  could  know  what  any  man's  intention 
was{  or  how  could  it  be  proved,  should  he  violate  his 
contract,  tiiat  it  was  not  his  intention,  at  the  time  of  ma- 
king the  affidavit,  to  fulfil  it?  Could  he  not  say  that  auch 
was  his  intention,  and  that  he  changed  his  mind^  It  was 
true  that  the  patent  would  not  issue  for  three  yeara,  yet 
that  would  not  prevent  the  person  msking  tiie  entry 
from  getting  it,  even  if  he  did  not  settle  and  cultivate 
the  land.  He  believed  that  the  effect  of  the  introduction 
of  the  principle  of  graduation  would  be  this:  it  would  throw 
the  question  of  reduction  before  the  new  States,  which 
would  continually  agitate  them  with  hopes  of  further 
reduction.  The  question  of  reduction  would  be  brought 
into  the  elections,  and  candidates  would  build  their 
hopes  on  it.  If  they  looked  to  the  land  sales,  they 
would  find  there  was  no  reason  for  reduction,  as  they 
had  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  they  would  this 
year  amount  to  twenty-four  millions.  There  was  no 
earthly  motive  for  the  reduction,  as  respected  the  salea 
and  the  consequent  settlement  of  the  public  lands.  The 
new  States  were  increasing  at  a  ratio  of  87}  per  cent,  in 
a  term  of  13  years,  while  the  old  States  were  increasing 
only  two  and  a  half  per  cent.  Indeed,  some  new  Slates 
were  increasing  at  the  rate  of  18  per  cent,  per  annum, 
and  Misaissippi  was  increasing  at  a  still  greater  ratio. 
Thefsettleroent  of  the  public  lands  was  sufficiently  rapid 
for  all  safe  and  salutary  purposes,  and  for  the  well-being 
of  the  new  States  themselves.  Any  plan  of  the  reduc- 
tion of  prices  would  only  tend  to  increase  speculation, 
and  the  mterests  of  the  new  States,  as  well  as  the  old, 
were  actually  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  if  the  gentleman  would  modify  his 
motion,  so  as  to  require  the  person  declaring  his  inten- 
tion to  settle  to  be  the  head  of  a  family,  to  make  an 
actusl  settlement  on  the  land,  and  to  continue  to  reside 
upon  and  cultivate  it  for  three  years,  with  a  provision 
that  it  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  Government  if  he  remo- 
ved or  transferred  the  land  within  that  period,  he  would 
vote  for  it;  otherwise  he  must  be  compelled  to  vote 
against  both  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois 
and  that  of  the  Senator  from  Mississippi. 

Mr.  WALKEli  replied  that,  if  the  Senator  from  Ten- 
nessee would  confine  his  restriction  on  the  settler  to  one 
year,  he  would  agree  to  it.  It  would  be  a  hard  condition 
on  the  settler  to  compel  him  to  reside  three  years  on  the 
land  before  getting  his  title.  He  wished  the  amendment 
to  apply  not  merely  to  the  actual  settlement,  but  to  the 
actual  settlement  and  cultivation.  He  thought  that  a 
cultivator  who  resided  on  a  small  tract,  and  wished  to 
increase  his  cultivation  by  entering  the  adjoining  tract, 
aliould  be  permitted  to  do  so. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  could  not  give  his  assent  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  because  it 
would  produce  injurious  effects,  and  was  not  at  all  ne- 
cessary, because  his  amendment  went  on  the  principle 
that  the  Unds  that  had  been  in  the  market  for  twenty 
years  were  not  worth  more  than  one  dollar  per  acre. 
He  did  not  know  how  it  was  in  the  other  Statea.  but  he 
knew  that  in  Illinois  it  was  better  for  a  man  to  give  $1  25 


for  fresh  lands,  than  to  have  these  refuse  lands  invrs  It 
for  nothing.  The  reduction  was  so  gradual  and  mwa^ 
that  be  was  surprised  that  any  objections  had  beeasa^ 
to  it.  There  was  no  inducement  for  any  hasan  be« 
to  enter  these  landa  for  any  purpose  whatever,  excft 
actual  settlement  and  cultivation.  His  plaa  vo^ 
olTer  no  inducements  whatever  to  speculatioa,  tnd  bt 
hoped  that  this  moderate  reduction^  so  lon^  asked  for  l« 
the  new  States,  would  be  made. 

Mr.  PORTER  said  that  the  amendment  sras  osK  » 
tended  to  aecure  the  righta  of  the  poorer  clsaa  of  po«" 
who  might  make  settlements  on  the  public  lands,  asdv 
would  therefore  vote  for  it. 

The  question  waa  here  taken   on    Mr.   Waleh'} 
amendment,  and  it  was  loat. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  Mr.  Rosissti* 
amendment,  Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  suergestedtohistU 
he  would  obtain  more  favor  for  it  by  adding  tlte  w&J 
'*  twelve  and  a  halP'  aOer  the  word  *•  dollar;"  vbr. 
Mr.  R.  agreed  to,  and  modified  his  amendment  scor^ 
ingly. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  f»- 
viding  that  the  person  making  the  entry  shouU  be  tke 
head  of  a  family,  and  continue  to  reside  on  the  Jsnd/ir 
three  yeara  before  receiving  hia  patent,  and  that  ia  oat 
he  removes  from  or  transfers  the  land,  it  shall  revert  io 
the  United  States;  prefixing  to  it  the  first  part  of  W 
Walkss's  amendment. 

After  aome  remarks  from  Mr.  WAX^KRR» 

Mr.  PORTER  observed  that  he  did  not  want  (o  ef'r 
into  a  discusnon  with  the  Senator  from  Miasiauppi  »^ 
the  relative  merits  of  Mississippi  and    L.(Niisians.  w 
only  rose  to  notice  some  remarks  of  the  ^^^^^"1^ 
which  deserved  the  most  serious  consideration.    J^ 
policy  of  the  Government  had  been  to  remove  theliw«» 
from  the  new  States,  and  to  throw  tbem  oo  the  frontien. 
and  had  he  known  aa  much  when  this  policy  was  ortf 
put  into  operation,  he  would  have  protested  ag**"*" 
with  all  his  might.     The  Indiana  had  been  ^^^^^^ 
the  places  where  nature  intended  them  to  be,  and  as 
upon  the  borders  of  his  State,  from  whence,  ia  tisf, 
they  might  prove  a  source  of  the  most  serious  anAO)'»o^ 
and  danger.     They  were  now  in  such  numbers  up" 
the  frontiers,  that  it  only  required  aome  roaster  sp)"* 
among  them— some  Tecumseh— to  stir  up  a  war  sto"^ 
would  carry  blood  and  desolation  from  the  Mis8issipi>' >* 
the  banka  of  the  Sabine. 

Mr.  LINN  returned  thanks  to  his  honorable  fr^ 
from  Louisiana  for  cominf^to  his  aid,  and  for  the  ^P'i^ 
expreised  on  this  occasion.     Yes,  sir,  a  genius  oi  ) 
commanding  character  of  Tecumseh,  possessing  *  ^^ 
to  concur,  and  a  hand  to  execute,  could  form  c<^°'^J 
tions  among  the  discordant  elements  that  would  Kt^^  , 
whole  border  in  a  bbse.     They  are  our  here*iW7 
enemies,  and  we  may  expect  such  combinations,    f 'T 
the  moment  the  foot  of  the  first  white  man  ^^^^^^  | 
soil  of  this  continent,  a  system  of  injustice  and  agg^^^   i 
commenced  towards  the  Indians,  which  has  been  p^ ' 
severed  in  and  perfected,  until  they  find  theroselre^^  < 
the  confines  of  the  great  western  plains,  ftx  from  l^ 
homes  and  the  graves  of  their  fathers.     Their  bstreo. 
therefore,  is  natural.    But  the  laws  governing  P^P^t!!;,; 
can  no  more  be  stayed  than  the  tides  of  the  ocean.  ^ 
slew  Abel,  and  the  farmer  will  ever  possess  power  o  ^ 
the  hunter  or  herdsman.     The  Indians  are  ^^^i*'  ^ 
doomed  race;  treat  them  with  all  the  ^^^^^^^ZL 
humanity  in  your  power,  and  to  thia  melancholy  ^^ 
plexion  it  must  come  at  last.     To  relieve  the  old  ^^\ 
from  the  evils  of  their  presence,  they  have  been  pl»^ 
along  the  western  line  of  frontier.     Against  the  dsnp 
to  us  of  their  existence  there,  you  will  surely  not  rew 
us  protection,  ample    protection.      But  should  ^ 
gress,  in  a  moment  of  delusion,  refuse,  we  will  be  coo* 
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petled,  reluctantly  compelled,  to  resort  to  the  first  law 
or  our  nature,  necessity,  for  protection.  Should  the 
hour  of  trial  come,  we  will  be  farced  either  to  kill  off 
your  Indians,  or  by  reversing  the  kind  and  humane 
policy  of  the  GoTernment  which  has  ever  exerted  its  in- 
fluence to  prevent  collisions  between  the  different  tribes, 
excite  them  to  kill  each  other  off.  It  will  be  for  Con- 
gress to  ssy  whether  either  horn  of  the  dilemma  should 
be  presented  us.  He  said  he  found  himself  wandering 
from  the  object  which  induced  him  to  obtrude  himself 
on  the  notice  of  the  Senate.  He  rose  merely  to  state, 
that  for  months  previous  to  the  celebrated  Black  Hawk 
having  crossed  the  Mississippi  to  commence  the  war 
which  afterwards  raged,  he  had  despatched  emianries 
to  every  tribe  from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Sabine,  with  a 
view  to  form  combinations,  and  holding  out  inducements 
to  the  different  tribes,  to  make  a  simultaneous  attack  on 
the  whole  line  of  frontier.  He  said,  from  the  informa- 
tion which  bad  been  imparted  to  him,  and  which  came 
from  a  source  every  way  to  be  relied  on,  he  felt  himself 
perfectly  justified  in  asserting  that  if  Black  Hawk  had 
gained  a  decisive  battle,  such  an  assault  would  have  been 
made,  the  consequences  of  which  would  have  been  such 
as  to  harrow  up  every  feeling  of  the  soul. 

That  auch  combinations  will  take  place,  no  reasonsble 
thinking  man  will  permit  himself  to  doubt.  If,  when 
the  Indians  resided  in  the  very  heart  of  many  of  the 
States,  surrounded  by  a  white  population,  thev  broke 
through  all  restraints  and  commenced  war,  what  may 
we  not  expect  from  them  in  their  present  position? 
Why,  sir,  we  may  expect,  whenever  it  suits  their  thirst 
for  plunder  or  revenge,  to  have  our  exposed  borders  at- 
tacked, our  women  and  children  to  pass  under  the  tom- 
ahawk and  scalping-knife,  and  our  property  destroyed. 
They  can  bum,  plunder,  and  destroy;  and  if  met  at 
length  by  an  overpowering  force,  they  can  fly  to  the 
boundless  plains  behind  them,  where  they  can  sustain 
themselves  on  the  countless  herds  of  buffalo  that  roam 
over  these  plains,  until  such  period  as  they  msy  think 
proper  to  renew  the  attack. 

Nothing,  at  some  future  day,  will  prevent  this  state  of 
things,  but  the  presence  of  a  force  sufficiently  great  to 
overawe  the  disaff*ected,  and  restrain  the  unruly.  The 
presence  of  such  force  is  due  to  them  from  humsnity, 
and  to  us  from  justice.  He  said  that,  previous  to  his  ar- 
rival here,  this  subject  had  excited  his  attention  i  and 
among  the  first  measures  proposed  by  him  was,  a  depot 
of  arms,  a  military  road  from  the  Mississippi  to  Fort 
Gibson,  and -an  increase  of  the  military  forces  of  the 
United  States.  On  the  latter  subject,  (on  a  call  made 
by  him,)  the  Secretary  at  War  had  sent  to  the  Senate 
an  eUI>orate  and  interesting  report,  recommending  an 
increase  of  the  army,  on  which  the  Military  Committee 
reported  a  bill.  When  that  bill  comes  up  for  consider- 
ation, he  would,  perhaps,  take  part  in  the  discussion, 
and  give  his  opinions  more  at  large. 

On  taking  the  question,  Mr.  Whitx's  amendment  was 
lost:  Yeas  30,  naya  21,  as  follows: 

YsAs  ^Messrs.  Benton,  Buchanan,  Crittenden,  Hen- 
dricks, Ring  of  Alabama,  Knight,  Linn,  McKean,  Man- 
gum,  Moore,  Nicholas,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Bug- 
gies, Shepley,  Swift,  Walker,  Webster,  White— 20. 

Nats— -Messrs.  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Davis, 
Ewing  of  Illinois,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Ooldsborough, 
Grundy,  Hill,  Hubbard,  Kent,  Morris,  Naudain,  Niles, 
Rives,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Southard,  Tallmadge,  Tom- 
iinson'-Sl. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Roaiasoa's 
amendment,  and  it  was  rejected;  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Illi- 
nois, Ewing  of  Ohio,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, Linn,  Moore,  Morria,  Nicholas,  Porter,  Robinson, 
Walker,  Webstei^l6. 


Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Goldsborough,  Hill,  Hubbard, 
Kent,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Leigh,  McKean,  Man- 
gum,  Naudain,  Niles,  Preston,  Prentiss,  Rives,  Bobbins, 
Shepley,  Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tomlinaon, 
White--27. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate;  and  the 
amendments  made  in  committee  being  concurred  in, 

Mr.  BROWN  here  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  of 
the  bill  which  gives  the  ten  per  cent,  fund  to  the  new 
States. 

Mr.  MANGUM  did  not  like  the  provision  in  relation 
to  Missouri  and  the  other  new  States.  He  thought  it 
gave  them  more  than  they  were  justly  entitled  to.  But 
he  had  made  up  bis  mind  to  vote  for  it  on  the  principle 
of  a  compromise.  But  if  taken  out  of  this  bill,  he 
would  not  vote  for  it  in  a  separate  bill. 

On  taking  the  question,  Mr.  Baowa's  motion  was  re- 
jected by  the  following  vote: 

YxAS — Messrs.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cuthbert,  Hill, 
Hubbard,  King  of  Georgia,  McKean,  Mangum,  Niles, 
Buggies,  Shepley — 11. 

Nats  ^Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  CUy- 
ton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Ewing  of 
Ohio,  Goldsborough,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  King  of  Ala-  ^ 
bama.  Knight,  Leigh,  Linn,  Moore,  Morris,  Naudain, 
Nicholas,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Robbins^ 
Robinson,  Southard,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Walker,  Web- 
ster, White— 22. 

Mr.  BENTON  would  now  make  the  motion  for  which 
he  had  given  notice  some  days  ago,  namely,  to  strike 
the  name  of  Missouri  from  the  enumeration  of  States  to 
which  the  grants  of  land  were  to  be  made.  He  repeat- 
ed what  he  had  often  said,  that  it  was  an  injury  and  an 
insult  to  those  States  to  have  their  grants  imbodied  in 
this  bill.  He  had  brought  forward  the  bill  for  the  grant 
of  Missouri  before  this  land  distribution  bill  had  been 
thought  of;  it  had  been  amended  by  the  addition  of  the 
names  of  Louisiana  and  Mississippi,  had  been  consider- 
ed and  agreed  to  by  the  Senate,  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed for  a  third  reading,  and  actually  engrossed  and  read 
the  third  time,  when  it  was  laid  upon  the  table  to  be  di- 
verted from  its  passage,  and  to  be  incorporated  in  the 
provisions  of  this  distribution  bill. 

This  distribution  bill  had  been  vetoed  by  the  Presi 
dent,  and  the  grants  to  the  new  States,  including  the 
additional  quantities  to  Alabama,  Indiana,  and  Illinois, 
bad  all  shared  of  the  fate  of  the  bad  company  in  which 
thev  were  found.  They  fell  under  the  veto,  not  for  any 
fault  in  themselves,  but  because  they  were  connected 
with  a  measure  in  which  the  President  found  insuper- 
able objections.  Thus  these  six  States  had  lost  their 
grants  for  four  years.  Now,  they  are  in  all  probability 
to  share  the  same  fate  again.  They  are  again  put  into 
that  bill;  that  bill  is  more  objectionable  than  it  was  be- 
fore. Judging  from  the  President's  public  messages,  it 
was  unquestionable  that  he  would  sgain  affix  his  veto 
upon  the  bill  if  it  went  to  him;  and  thus  the  Sutes 
might  be  again  defeated  of  their  grants.  It  might  be 
thought  by  the  opposition  members  that  they  could 
break  down  the  President  by  these  vetoes.  They  might 
think  that  they  would  rouse  the  new  SUtes  against  him 
on  account  of  the  loss  of  these  grants;  but  this  was  a 
mistake— one  of  those  numerous  mistakes  into  which 
the  opposition  were  constantly  falling,  and  which  re- 
sulted trom  their  underrating  the  intelugence  and  virtue 
of  the  people.  Every  man  in  the  new  States  knows 
the  state  of  this  proceeding.  They  understand  the  sub- 
ject too  well  to  be  the  dupe  of  these  crooked  tactics. 
They  know  that  Ohio  has  had  a  million  of  acres  of  land 
for  internal  improvement;  that  Alabama,  Indiana,  and  Illi« 
nois,  have  had  three  or  four  hundred  thousand  each;  that 
Missouri,  Louisiana,  and  Mississippi,  have  had  nothing. 
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They  know  that  Ohio  received  hen  in  a  bill  by  itaeir,  a 
bill  retting  on  its  own  meritif  and  they  know  that  they 
ourht  to  have  theirs  in  the  lame  way.  They  know  that 
bills  have  been  brought  in  for  tliat  purpose,  and  that 
the  friends  of  the  distribution  bill  have  caught  tliem  up 
and  put  them  into  the  distribution  bill,  where  they  have 
been  once  vetoed,  and  where  they  roust  be  vetoed 
again.  All  this  they  know,  and  must  feel  indigpuuit  at 
tlie  insult  to  their  understanding  and  the  injury  to  their 
interest  which  this  conduct  involves. 

The  calculation  upon  destroying  the  popularity  of  the 
President  by  these  tactics  is  all  in  vain.  The  people 
know  who  to  blame.  They  know  where  to  point  their 
indignant  resentment.  They  know  that  the  wrong  to 
them  lies  not  in  the  veto  which  rejects  their  grants  with 
the  land  bill,  but  in  the  original  act  of  stopping  their 
grants,  and  putting  them  into  the  land  bill,  and  putting 
them  there  to  be  vetoed!  llie  authors  of  the  land  bill 
are  the  opponents  of  the  President;  they  want  to  over- 
throw biffl»  and  for  this  purpose,  among  others,  they 
mix  up  all  these  granta  to  the  new  States  in  this  distri- 
bution bill,  that  he  may  veto  all  together,  and  tbua  a 
great  storm  be  raised  against  htm.  But  it  will  not  do. 
The  people  are  neither  ignorant  nor  corrupt.  They  can 
neither  be  divided  nor  seduced.  They  know  thst  every 
Senator  who  votes  for  putting  these  grants  into  the  dis- 
tribution bill,  and  then  votes  ror  the  distribution  bill,  is  in 
effect  voting  for  putting  the  grants  where  they  are  to 
be  defeated.  With  those  who  vote  to  put  them  and 
their  vote  against  the  bill,  it  is  different.  They  may 
have  a  laudable  object  in  view;  the  object  of  getting  a 
vote  for  the  grants  in  one  shape,  after  which  they  will 
have  a  right  to  expect  the  same  Senators  to  vote  for 
them  in  another  shape.  Mr.  B.  then  nuide  his  motion, 
that  the  name  of  Missouri  be  stricken  out  of  the  bill,  be. 

Mr.  LINN  said  it  was  far  from  his  intention  to  vote  for 
this  bill,  nor  did  he  believe  it  could  become  a  law,  after 
what  was  known  of  the  deliberate  opiniona  of  the  Exec- 
utive, aa  expressed  in  his  veto  on  this,  or  a  measure  of 
a  similar  kind.  Still  he  had  no  wish  to  see  this  five  hun- 
dred thousand  acres  of  land  for  Misaouri  leA  out  of  the 
bill.  He  would  not  only  vote  to  retain  this,  but  also  vote 
for  the  five  hundred  thousand  acres  in  bis  colleague's  bill. 
His  friends  appeared  to  be  amuaed  at  the  extravagance 
of  bis  demands  and  wishes;  but,  before  he  was  done 
with  the  subject,  he  would  convince  them  that  the  whole 
amount  was  not  too  much  for  Missouri,  and  that  it  was  in- 
timately connected  with  grave  and  serious  considerations. 
By  granting  a  million  of  acres,  it  could  be  employed  in 
constructing  a  line  of  railroad  from  the  point  where  the 
Cumberland  road  will  terminate  on  the  Mississippi,  to 
the  western  boundary  of  the  State,  connecting  it  with 
the  road  marked  out  by  authority  of  the  United  States, 
to  the  Mexican  frontier.  On  it  could  surely  and  swiftly 
be  transported  arms  and  munitionaofwar,  and,  when  ne- 
cessary, any  number  of  men,  to  repel  sudden  incursion 
or  avenge  outrage.  He  implored  the  Senate  to  look  at  the 
great  western  frontier  from  the  Palls  of  St.  Anthony  to 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  examination  he  was  sure 
would  produce  feelings  of  sympathy  for  the  situation  of 
the  people  of  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  Missouri,  and  Wis- 
consm.  The  existence  of  numerous  tribes  of  Indians, 
cistming  to  be  independent  within  sovereign  States,  had 
shaken  the  Union  to  its  centre,  and  at  one  time  appear^ 
ed  to  threaten  a  dissolution  of  the  confederacy.  To  get 
rid  of  this  embarraaaing  subject,  and  to  save  the  Indians 
from  destruction,  tlieir  removal  to  the  west  bank  of  the 
Mississippi  was  determined  on  by  the  general  Govern- 
ment; and,  following  out  this  line  ot  policy,  tribe  after  tribe 
has  been  located,  until  the  aggregate  amount  had  become 
alarming  to  contemplate.  I'bese  Indians  were  placed 
there  for  the  benefit  of  the  old  States  exclusively.  Have 
we  not,  then,  the  right  to  demand  from  the  justice  of  Con- 


gress all  the  means  necessary  forourdefessoe  And  proles- 
tion?  and  fbr  that  defence  and  protection  nothing  s» 
more  important  than  a  good  road  on  which  to  traa^ot 
arms  ano  munitions  of  war.  War,  he  waid,  was  st  d 
times  terrible,  but  a  war  with  Indiana  doubly  so.  Tte 
tide  of  emigration  to  Missouri  was  flowing  oa  in  a  aidt 
stream,  bearing  on  its  bosom  much  that  vraa  vahatie, 
of  industry,  virtue,  and  capital. 

During  the  last  summer,  in  looking  at  the  interesii  it 
a  people  ao  suddenly  overspreading  the  Isuk]»  hia  atto- 
tion  was  arrested  by  their  extraonlinary    wnnta  in  mi 
accomnAodations.     For  the  purpose  of  obtniniqg  afl  tk 
information  necessary  to  enable  him  to  sict  cftdm^ 
here,  he  addressed  a  short  circular  letter  to  bis  cuat^- 
uents,  in  which  will  be  found  the  following^r  Inafiagv. 
**  That  we  have  not  our  just  proportion  of  nuui  fa^ 
ties,  any  one  will  be  convinced  by  an  exaaainntion  of  ice 
subject.     This  State  contributes  to  the  revenoe  of  tk 
Post  Office  Department  aeveral  thousand  doUars  bor 
than  Illinois,  and  nearly  as  much  aa  IndiaMi;  smmI  yet  ve 
are  far  behind  them  in  this  respect.     If  there  must  be  i 
disproportion,  it  ought  to  be  in  favor  of  this  States  is 
consequence  of  its  military  position,  its  northern  aai 
western  frontiers  being  darkened  by  hordes  of  Indium 
indigenous  and  imported.     We  have  aoquiesecd  ia  tbe 
policy  pursued  by  the  general  Govemnenty    in  throv- 
ing  clouds  of  savagea  along  our  borders;  but  it  sbosM 
be  recollected  that  peace  and  tranquillity  with  then  a 
not  always  to  be  expected,  as  a  conteat  with  Oreat  Biii- 
ain,   or  with  our  neighbors  on  the  other  aide  of  t^ 
prairies,  would  soon  have  the  effect  of  orgnnizing  ts^ 
putting  in  motion  the  elements  of  hereditary  hatred  nos 
sleeping  in  the  bosom  of  thousands  who  roans  along  osr 
frontiers.    The  recent  conflict  with  Black  Hawk's  bssd 
should  adrooniah  that  foreign  influence  b  not  alviyt 
necessary  to  light  up  the  flame  of  war  between  ha*' 
Recent  events  in  Florida  prove  the  truth  of  the  last  po- 
sition, and  since  those  lines  were  written,  our  neighbon 
over  the  prairies  have  brought  down  upon  the  Amen- 
cans  in  Texas  all  the  power  of  the  great  wanderisg 
tribe  of  the  Caroanches.     We  have  aeen  within  tlie  last 
few  months  the  beautiful  Territory  of  Florida  laid  waste 
by  the  unexpected  hostility  of  the  Seminolea,  SLnd  vbo 
to  th'ia  moment  are  unpunished  and  unsubdued.     Siicb, 
sir,  are  the  scenes  to  be  enacted  from  time  to  time  ob 
our  bordera. 

Mr.  BaxToa's  motion  to  strike  out  Missouri  was  thes 
rejected:  Yeas  6,  nays  34,  as  follows: 

YxAS— Messrs.  Benton,  King  of  Georgia,  Morri9» 
Niles,   Robinson,  Ruggles— 6. 

Nats — Messrs.  Black,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing  of  lUiaoist 
Kwing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough,  Hendricka,  Hill,  Hub- 
bard, Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  Knight,  Leigh,  Liooi 
McKean,  Manguro,  Moore,  Naudain,  Nicholaa,  Porter, 
Prentiss,  Rives,  Bobbins,  Shepley,  Swift,  Tomlinaoo, 
Walker,  Webster,  White— 34. 

Mr.  BENTON  rose  to  present  the  amendments  of 
which  he  bad  given  notice.  He  said  that  some  members 
might  be  supporting  the  bill  under  the  belief  that  thej 
were  voting  to  divide  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands,  when  in  fact  the  division  went  to  the  gross  pro> 
ceeda.  Under  the  bill,  aa  it  standa,  nothing  wdl  lie  de- 
ducted from  the  gross  proceeds  but  the  five  per  centufl 
to  tbe  new  States,  and  the  one  half  per  centum  to  the 
registers  and  receivers.  All  the  other  expenses  of  tlie 
land  system t  all  the  heavy  items  for  salariea  and  ex- 
penses in  the  General  Land  Office,  in  the  offices  of  sU 
the  surveyors  general,  in  tbe  saburies  to  all  the  register 
and  receivera,  in  surveying  tbe  lands,  in  tbe  porchsie 
of  the  lands  from  the  Indians,  in  the  annuities  to  them 
on  account  of  Isnda  bought,  in  the  expense  of  trestie« 
for  purchasing  lands,  and  in  tbe  expense  incurred  in 
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moving  Indians  from  landi  purchased;  all  these  enor- 
>us  expenses  would  still  remain  itndedacted,  and 
>uld  fall  upon  the  custom-house  revenue. 
Mr.  B.  referred  to  documents  to  show  that  these 
nns  would  amount  to  many  millions,  perhaps  to  ten 
1  lions  this  year,  and  must  be  deducted  by  law  out  of 
e  gr^oaa  proceeds  of  the  lands,  or  they  would  fall  on 
e  custom-house  revenue,  as  they  were  now  payable 
it  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  accountings  officers  would 
>t  notice  them  in  ascertaining  the  nett  proceeds.  He 
id  these  items  most  amount  to  ten  millions  this  year. 
wo  trestles  alone  required  seven  millions  and  a  quar- 
r;  and  was  this  to  be  thrown  upon  the  custom-house 
avenue,  or  were  the  treaties  to  be  rejected  in  order  to 
fell  the  tempting  mass  for  distribution?  Tlie  idea  of 
stt  proceeds  would  require  all  costs  and  all  expenses 
>out  the  lands  to  be  deducted;  this  bill,  as  it  stands, 
ill  not  touch  their  cost  at  all,  nor  an  item  of  their  ex* 
enses,  except  the  insignificant  per  centum  to  the 
tates  snd  to  the  registers  and  receivers. 
Mr.  B.  addressed  the  gentlemen  who  were  opposed 
>  the  high  tariff,  and  asked  them  if  they  wished  to  re- 
ive that  measure?  If  they  did  so,  vote  for  this  bill, 
nd  their  object  would  soon  be  accomplished.  Ab- 
tract  the  land  sales  from  the  Treasury,  throw  all  the 
xpenaes  of  the  Government  upon  the  custom-house, 
ind  there  would  soon  be  a  d^/ldt  in  the  Treasury  which 
nust  be  filled  by  loans  or  taxes.  Hevtval  of  the  tariff 
rould  then  be  inevitable,  and  would  be  the  regular 
lequence  of  the  plan  upon  which  the  friends  of  the 
fiigh  tariflT  had  acted  in  the  compromiae,  and  were  now 
icting  on  the  distribution  bill.  <*  Brother  Lazarus  is 
not  dead,  but  sleepeth."  The  high  tariff  is  not  aban- 
doned, but  postponed.  It  was  postponed  because  the 
issue  of  the  presidential  election  in  1832  showed  that 
the  people  were  against  it.  It  was  then  postponed  to 
save  it.  It  was  openly  stated  by  its  author  [Mr.  Clat] 
that  he  had  taken  it  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Philistines! 
that  he  bad  laid  it  away  on  the  shelf  to  rest!  Now,  it  is 
regular  and  natural  in  him,  by  diverting  the  proceeds 
of  the  land  sales  from  the  Treasury,  to  create  the  ne- 
cessity for  supplying  the  vacuum  from  another  source. 
The  high  tsriflT  is  that  source,  and  its  revival  will  be  inev- 
itable upon  the  passage  of  this  bill.  Considering  this 
an  important  era  in  our  financial  history,  and  that  the 
future  revival  of  the  tariff  might  be  traced  back  to  its 
true  date  snd  rirht  cause,  Mr.  H.  then  submitted  his  list 
of  items  to  be  deducted  from  the  gfross  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  lands,  in  the  shape  of  the  following  amend- 
ments: 

To  come  in  afler  the  words  ••  nett  proceeds"— 
"  which  nett  proceeds  shall  be  ascertained  to  be  the 
balance  which  remains,  afVer  deducting  from  the  gross 
proceeds  all  expenses  for  the  year  on  account  of  public 
l»nd8,  to  wit: 
!•  Appropriations  for  the  General  Land  Office. 
2-  Appropriations  for  the  surveyor  general's  offices* 
3*  Appropriations  for  surveying  public  lands. 
4.  Appropriations  for  salaries  and    commissions    to 
'Agisters  and  receivers. 

^'  Appropriations  for  annuities  to  Indians  un  account 
of  the  purchase  of  lands. 

^-  Appropriations  for  holding  treaties  for  the  pur- 
<^na8e  of  lands. 

7.  Appropriations  for  amounts  paid  within  the  year 
foe  the  extinction  of  Indian  titles. 

8*  Appropriations  for  removing  Indians  from  the  lands 
purchased  from  them. 

^'  Appropriations  for  the  five  per  centum  allowed  by 
<^<*np&ct  to  the  States  in  which  the  lands  lie.** 

Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  could  hardly  conceive  how  the 
senator  from  Missouri's  experience  could  have  led  him 
^0  the  conclusion  that  nothing  bat  the  commisnon  of 


five  per  cent,  would  be  deducted.  The  item  for  the 
removal  of  the  Indians  was  not  properly  chargeable  to 
the  public  lands,  for  the  reason  offered  by  that  Senator 
himself,  that  some  of  the  lands  cost  more  than  they  were 
worth,  and  they  were  removed  more  from  political  than 
financial  considerations.  It  was  a  matter  of  indifference 
to  him  (Mr.  E.)  whether  the  first-named  items  were  in 
the  bill  or  noti  but  he  thought  the  latter  not  a  proper 
charge  upon  the  public  lands,  and  ought  not  to  be  put 
into  the  bill.  He  believed,  however,  those  other  items 
would  be  deducted  by  the  officers  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  CLAT  had  been  alternately  in  majorities  and 
minorities,  and  his  experience  had  taught  him  the  pro- 
priety of  submitting  when  in  the  latter;  and  he  would 
suggest  to  his  friends  in  the  minority  on  this  bill,  whether 
they  had  not  better  acquiesce  in  its  passage.  He  be- 
lieved the  minds  of  the  Senators  were  all  made  up,  and 
no  changes  would  probably  be  made.  The  position 
assinned  by  the  opponents  of  the  bill  resolved  itself  into 
the  question  whether  the  waste  lands,  to  which  he  had 
before  adverted,  should  bear  the  whole  burden.  The 
object  of  removing  the  Indians  was  founded  on  the  great 
policy  of  locating  them  at  one  point.  He  thought  no 
part  of  the  other  amendments  were  necessary  to  be  in- 
serted in  the  bill,  as  the  plain  import  of  it  was  to  deduct 
all  necessary  expenses  of  Government. 

Mr.  WHITE  contended  that  the  removal  of  the  In- 
dians was  a  political  regulation  founded  on  humanity, 
and  w^as  a  burden  in  which  all  the  States  were  alike  in- 
terested, and  should  therefore  be  a  common  charge  upon 
them,  as  it  was  for  their  common  benefit,  and  was  not 
properly  chargeable  to  this  fund.  He  adverted  also  to 
the  facts  in  the  case  of  North  Carolina,  and  made  some 
comments  thereon.  This  burden,  he  said,  was  put  on 
Georgia,  not  only  in  defiance  of  her  consent,  but  against 
her  solemn  protest,  and  the  Government  was  bound  to 
be  at  the  expense  of  the  removal.  The  United  States 
never  had  the  power  to  cede  away  any  of  the  soil  ceded 
to  her;  and  so  it  was  in  regard  to  Alabama. 
Af^er  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  WEBSTER, 
Mr.  WRIGHT  replied  that  this  bill  swept  the  whole 
public  land  into  one  biH.  Suppose,  said  he,  in  one  year 
we  pay  more  for  the  purchase  of  lands  than  all  the  money 
receivedr would  you  call  the  amount  received  surplus? 
The  argument  of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
Whits]  applied  solely  to  Georgia  and  Alabama.  He 
asked  him  to  look  at  those  States  besides  Georgia  and 
Alabama,  and  answer  the  suggestions  he  had  propound- 
ed. Whatever  might  be  the  facts  in  relation  to  North 
Carolina,  the  argument  was  not  applicable  to  the  other 
States.  In  his  State  they  considered  the  Indian  title  a 
mere  possessory,  and  were  every  year  extinguishing  it. 
They  had  there  pursued  for  many  years  the  policy  of 
paying  them  the  nett  proceeds,  after  deducting  all  ex- 
penses of  removal;  and  would  it,  he  asked,  be  contended 
that  it  was  not  a  proper  charge  in  the  case  of  Georgia? 
We  were  paying  millions  upon  millions  to  extinguish  the 
Indian  title,  and  he  contended  it  was  not  for  the  common 
benefit  of  all  the  States,  but  for  the  particular  benefit  of 
the  States  from  which  they  were  removed.  He  asked 
if  Massachusetts  considered  it  as  for  her  particular  bene- 
fit that  the  Indians  were  removed. 

He  thought  it  his  duty  to  take  these  lands,  and  put 
them  into  the  market,  and  apply  them  as  a  remuneration 
for  all  this  money  paid  out.  He  had  heard  none  of  the 
positions  assumed  by  him  controverted,  l^he  question 
now  was,  whether  the  simple  expenses  of  these  lands 
themselves  should  be  deducted  from  the  gross  amount.  ] 
The  friends  of  the  bill  did  not  contend  that,  in  a  set- 
tlement with  the  Treasury,  these  charges  were  not  to 
be  deducted;  but  the  officers,  they  said,  would  deduct 
them.  Then,  why  not  insert  them  in  the  bilP  They 
denied  the  position  that  the  amount  paid  for  the  pur- 
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chftse  of  Florida  and  Louisrana  ahould  g^  into  the  debit 
side  of  the  account,  became  we  bad  bought  the  juris- 
diction which  the  J  said  induced  the  purchase,  and  was 
an  equivalent  for  the  sum  paid;  and  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  said  the  expenses  of  the  removal  of  the  Indians 
should  not  be  allowed  in  the  account,  because  of  certain 
political  considerations.  Mr.  W.  went  into  an  argument 
of  some  length  to  sustain  the  positions  denied  by  the 
friends  of  the  bill;  and  in  reference  to  the  nett  pro- 
ceeds, he  desired  this  body  to  give  a  construction  in  re- 
lation to  Louisiana  and  Florida. 

Mr.  PORTER,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Wbioht,  said  that  the 
value  of  the  soil  was  certainly  no  part  of  the  object  the 
United  States  had  in  view  when  Louisiana  was  pur- 
chased; that  the  objects  were  the  sovereignly  over  the 
soil,  and  the  outlet  for  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  to 
the  ocean. 

Mr.  LINN  said  he  thought  his  friend  from  Louisiana 
mistaken,  and  that  he  could  make  it  apparent.  France, 
in  pursuing  her  great  plan  of  uniting  the  Gulf  of  St. 
Lawrence  with  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  had  erected,  at  an 
enormous  expense,  a  chain  of  military  forts,  around 
which  she  planted  colonies  under  a  system  of  land  laws 
peculiar  to  herself.  On  transferring  the  sovereignty  to 
■Spain,  all  grants  made  to  her  subjects  were  to  stand  con- 
firmed by  the  mere  act  of  transfer.  These  grants  were 
never  questioned  by  Spain.  Spain,  on  coming  into  pos- 
session of  this  noble  province,  pursued  a  liberal  and  pa- 
ternal policy  in  relation  to  the  granting  of  lands  to  her 
subjects.  What,  sir,  he  said,  has  been  the  course  pur- 
sued by  this  Government  in  the  acquisition  of  this  coun- 
try? Did  we  consider  those  grants  confirmed  by  the 
mere  act  of  cession?  No,  sir.  How  did  we  treat  the 
ancient,  simple-minded,  honest  inhabitants,  who  had 
•lived  for  generations  amid  a  wilderness,  and  had  pre- 
served the  lights  of  religion  in  that  wilderness?  Was 
our  course  a  uberal  one?  No,  sir;  diflfering  from  us  in 
laws,  manners,  and  customs,  we  vexed  them  with  lawyers 
and  unknown  laws,  in  an  unknown  langtiap^e,  and  inter- 
posed every  obstacle  that  ingenuity  could  mvent  to  pre- 
vent the  final  settlement  of  their  claims  to  that  soil  which 
had  been  conquered  by  their  valor  and  improved  by 
their  labor.  A  generation  has  passed  off,  and  your  tables 
are  now  loaded  with  petitions  for  justice  at  your  hands. 
He  said  that  this  fighting  off,  inch  by  inch,  step  by  step, 
and  acre  by  acre,  these  old  claims,  he  thought  was  some 
evidence  that  this  Government  attached  value  to  the  soil 
which  they  had  acquired  by  money. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  that  there  were  some  considera- 
tions that  applied  with  great  force  against  this  amend- 
ment. One  was,  that  it  proposed  to  make  up  an  account 
of  the  lands  purchased  within  the  year  as  an  offset 
against  the  lands  sold  within  the  year.  Now,  if  the  same 
lands  were  both  purchased  and  sold  within  the  year, 
there  might  be  some  propriety  in  so  making  up  the  ac- 
count. There  might  be  Indian  treaties  within  this  year 
for  the  purchase  of  lands  costing  seven  millions  of  dol- 
lars, which  would  not  probably  be  sold  for  ten  years  to 
come.  It  certainly,  then,  could  not  be  just  to  charge  this 
purchase  against  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  year. 
In  every  light  in  which  he  viewed  this  amendment,  he 
thought  it  ought  to  be  rejected. 

Mr.  BENTON,  in  reply  to  the  remarks  from  Mr. 
Wbbstxr  and  Mr.  White,  reiterated  the  allegation  that 
every  item  that  he  had  enumerated  was  strictly  and  truly 
a  charge  upon  the  public  lands,  and  quot  «.'  e  speech 
of  Gen.  Hayne,  of  South  Carolina,  to  the  same  effect, 
when  he  was  a  member  of  the  Senate.  Some  of  these 
items  were  now  admitted  to  be  correct  charges,  but  the 
main  ones  were  still  disputed,  and  it  was  evident  that  a 
twofold  object  would  be  gained  if  they  could  be  kept 
out.  The  first  object  would  be  tu  swell  the  amount  for 
distribution;  the  second  would  be  to  lay  the  foundation 


for  reviving  the  tariff;  both  objects  dear  to  the  hearts  of 
the  authors  of  this  bill,  but  such  as  could  not  be  openly 
avowed  at  this  time.  Mr.  B.  said  the  whole  scheme  of 
the  bill  was  a  deception  and  a  fallacy.  It  profesKd  to 
divide  surplus  money,  and  yet  took  the  money  which 
was  now  wanting  for  the  public  defences;  it  professed 
to  divide  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  public  Inndsy  and  yet 
took  the  gross  proceeds;  it  professed  to  take  nothing 
but  the  money  which  came  from  the  lands,  and  yet  took 
all  that  it  could  find  in  the  Treasury  by  scraping  back 
for  three  years.  This  was  the  real  character  of  the  bill; 
a  deception,  a  fallacy,  a  delusion  throughout,  and  mask- 
ed with  professions  at  war  with  its  object.  All  this 
would  be  apparent  in  time.  For  the  present,  it  could 
not  be  overlooked  that  the  whole  structure  of  the  bill  is 
changed;  it  is  no  longer  a  bill  to  divide  the  proceeds  of 
the  lands  in  future  and  for  five  years  to  come,  but  it  is 
to  relch  back  into  the  Treasury,  to  travel  back  through 
the  years  1835,  1834,  and  1833,  and  to  gather  up  all  the 
proceeds  of  the  land  sales  for  these  three  past  years, 
and  commence  dividing  this  mass  on  the  1st  day  of  July, 
and  divide  one  fourth  on  that  day,  one  fourth  on  the  1st 
of  October,  one  fourth  the  1st  of  January,  and  one  fourth 
the  1st  of  April,  1837.  To  these  divisions  are  to  be 
added  the  amounts  received  from  lands  this  year  simI 
next  year.  It  is  expected  to  begin  the  division  upon 
twenty-eight  millions  in  July,  and  finish  thirty-eight  mil- 
lions by  the  Ist  of  January  next.  Now,  what  is  the  ob- 
ject and  effect  of  all  this^  Is  it  the  object  to  Uke  all  the 
money  for  distribution,  and  leave  nothing  for  defending 
the  oounti7?  Is  it  the  object  to  break  all  the  deposite 
banks?  Is  it  the  object  to  distress  the  country,  by  ma- 
king the  deposite  hanks  call  in  all  their  loans  in  six 
months?  Is  it  their  object  to  ruin  the  currency  by  ena- 
bling whig  States  to  draw  their  distributive  shares  in 
specie,  compelling  the  banks  to  stop  payment,  and  then 
calling  for  the  Bank  of  the  United  SUtes,  as  the  only 
remedy  for  the  evil?  Whether  this  is  the  object,  it  will 
be  the  eflfect;  and  to  do  all  this,  it  is  necessary  to  reach 
back  three  years  to  find  money  in  the  Treasury  which  b 
not  there,  and  thus  make  a  larger  sum  for  distribution 
than  the  deposite  banks  can  pay. 

The  revenues  of  the  year  1833  were  received  by  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  have  been  expended  m 
the  public  service.  No  part  of  those  revenues  were 
ever  transferred  to  the  deposite  banks;  they  all  rema'm- 
ed  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  until  expended;  yet 
this  bill,  in  its  mass  of  deceptions  and  fallacies^  assumes 
that  the  deposite  banks  received  all  the  revenue  for  tlie 
year  1833;  has  separated  the  land  revenue  from  the  cus- 
tom-house revenue;  has  saved  tlwt  land  revenue  to  the 
present  day;  and  now  has  it  in  a  separate  pile  by  Itself,  to 
be  divided  out!  These  are  the  assumptions  of  the  biH, 
while  the  realities  are  that  part  of  this  land  revenue 
never  was  received  at  all  by  the  deposite  banks.  What 
they  sctually  received  for  1833  has  been  paid  out,  and 
what  they  have  got  is  the  revenue  of  the  country.  The 
land  receipts  are  in  the  mass  of  the  revenue;  and  in  pro- 
fessing to  divide  the  proceeds  of  the  lands,  the  revenue 
itself  is  taken;  and  it  is  taken  for  three  years  back,  in 
order  to  raise  an  immense  sum  for  instant  division;  such 
a  sum  as  is  expected  to  tempt  the  cupidity  of  distribu- 
tees beyond  resistance,  to  ruin  the  President  if  he  vetoes 
the  bill,  and  to  ruin  the  deposite  banks  and  the  currency 
if  he  does  not.  Mr.  B.  baid  it  was  a  bill  to  revive  the 
tariff,  to  re-establish  the  Bank  of  tlie  United  SUtes,  and 
to  crush  President  Jackson,  and  all  who  opposed  it,  by 
mere  dint  of  money.  He  ask^d  for  the  yeas  and  na>8, 
item  by  item,  on  his  amendment. 

Mr.  EWING  said  he  had  no  objections  to  the  amend- 
ments, except  to  those  which  proposed  to  deduct  the 
Indian  annuities,  and  the  sums  paid  for  the  extingutsb- 
ment  of  Indian  titles. 
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And  the  question  was  taken,  on  tlie  several  amend- 
nienis»  with  the  above  exceptions,  and  they  were  car- 
ried without  a  division. 

The  question  wss  then  taken  on  the  clauie  of  the 
amendment  proposianr  to  deduct  the  amount  of  annuities 
paid  to  Indians  for  the  purchase  of  lands;  which  amend- 
ment was  rejected:  Teas  18,  nays  27,  as  (pllows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Cuthbert,  Ewinf^  of 
Illinois,  Grundy,  Hill,  Hubbard,  King^  of  Alabama,  King 
of  Georg^ia,  Linn,  Morris,  Niles,  Rives,  Ruggles,  S hep- 
ley,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wright— 18. 

Nats — Messrs.  Black,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough, 
Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight,  Leigh,  McKean,  Mangum, 
Moore,  Naudain,  Nicholas,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rub- 
bins,  Southard,  Swift,  Tumlinson,  Webster,  White— 27. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  clause  of  the 
amendment  deducting  the  expenses  of  holding  Indian 
treaties  far  the  purchase  of  landsf  which  was  lost:  Teas 
18,  nays  26,  as  follows: 

YsAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Cuthbert,  Ewing  of 
Illinois.  Grundy,  Hill,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  King 
of  Georgia,  Linn,  Morris,  Niles,  Rives,  Ruggles,  Sliep- 
ley,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wright— 18. 

Nats— 'Messrs.  Black,  Buchanan,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden. Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough,  Hendricks, 
Kent,  Knight,  Leigh,  McKean,  Mangum,  Moore,  Nau- 
dain, Nicholas,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Bobbins, 
Southard,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Webster,  White— 26. 

The  next  clause  of  the  amendment,  deducting  the 
amount  paid  to  Indians  for  the  purchase  of  lands,  was 
also  rejectedt  Yeas  18,  nays  26,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Cuthbert,  Ewing  of 
Illinois,  Grundy,  Hill,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  King 
of  Georgia,  Linn,  Morris,  Niles,  Rives,  Robinson,  Rug- 
gles, Shepley,  Tallmadge.  Walker,  Wright— 18. 

Nats — Messrs.  Black,  Buchanan,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough,  Hendricks, 
Kent,  Knight,  Leigh,  McKean,  Mangum,  Moore,  Nau- 
dain, Nicholas,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins, 
Southard,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Webster,  White— 26. 

The  last  cUuse  of  the  amendment,  deducting  the 
amount  expended  in  the  removal  of  the  Indians  from 
the  bnds  purchased,  was  also  rejected:  as  follows: 

YsAS — Messrs,  Benton,  Brown,  Cuthbert,  Ewing  of 
Illinois,  Grundy,  Hill,  Hubbard,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn, 
Morris,  Niles,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Shepley,  Tallmadge, 
Walker,  Wright— 17« 

Nats — Messrs.  Black,  Buchanan,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tendeo,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough,  Hendricks, 
Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  Knight,  Leigh,  McKean,  Man- 
gum, Moore,  Naudain,  Nicholas,  PoKer,  Prentiss,  Pres- 
ton.  Rives,  Robbins,  Southard,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Web- 
ster, White— 28. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading:  Yeas  25,  nays  21,  as  follows: 

YsAS — Messrs.  BUck,  Buchanan,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough,  Hendricks, 
Kent,  Knight,  Leigh,  McKean,  Mangum,  Naudain,  Nich- 
olas, Porter,  Prentiss,  Pre>ton,  Robbins,  Southard,  Swift, 
Tomlinson,  Webster,  White— 25. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Cuthbert, 
Ewing  of  Illinois,  Grundy,  Hill,  Hubbard,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, Kin^  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Moore,  Morris,  Niles, 
Rives,  Robinson^  Ruggles,  Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Walker, 
Wright— 21. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

Thuasdat,  Afuil  28. 
STATUARY. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved  that  the  resolution  directing 
the  Committee  of  Finance  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
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ency  of  contracting  with  Luigi  Persico  for  two  groups 
of  statues  to  complete  the  ornaments  of  the  east  front  of 
the  Capitol,  he  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  PRESTON  said  he  doubted  the  propriety  of  re- 
ferring this  matter  to  the  Committee  on  the  Library,  or, 
indeed,  to  any  committee  of  the  Senate.  Independent 
of  our  being  occupied  with  other  and  more  urgent  bu- 
siness, few  of  us  have  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the 
master  works  of  art,  or  have  a  cultivated  taste  and  judg- 
ment in  reference  to  them.  The  resohition  before  us 
authorizes  the  President  to  contract,  and  I  (said^Mr.  P.) 
am  of  opinion  that  the  whole  matter  had  better  be  left 
to  his  decision.  The  groups  which  it  is  proposed  to  ex- 
ecute should  correspond  with  those  already  completed. 
The  appropriation,  if  any  is  to  be  made,  should  be  a 
liberal  one:  comporting  with  a  building  which  cost  three 
millions  of  money,  and  with  the  wealth,  intelligence, 
and  resources  of  the  country.  The  statuary  should  be 
a  lasting  monument  of  our  taste  and  judgment — not  in- 
tended merely  for  the  present  day,  but  for  all  time. 
There  was  a  degree  of  responsibility  in  this  matter.  We 
should  have  time  for  deliberation:  models,  designs, 
drawings,  modes  of  embelliRhment,  should  be  laid  be- 
fore us.  We  should  decide  with  great  caution.  I  ex- 
press no  opinion  of  Mr.  Persico.  He  is,  no  doubt,  a 
clever  artist  but  we  have  a  native  one  (Mr.  Greenough) 
about  to  return  to  this  country— a  man  of  unquestioned 
genius;  one  calculated  to  do  honor  to  his  country,  and 
whom  his  country  should  delight  to  honor.  Some  of 
his  works  we  hsve  seen,  and  we  know  how  beautifully 
they  were  executed.  I  should  he  glad  to  see  Mr.  Per- 
sico employed;  he  deserves  to  be  so  for  his  ability  and 
industry;  but,  in  employing  him,  I  am  unwilling  that  the 
talents  of  an  accomplished  citizen  of  our  own  country 
should  be  thrown  in  the  back  ground.  At  any  rate,  let 
propositions  be  made,  plans  submitted,  and  comparisons 
instituted. 

As  to  some  of  the  specimens  of  the  fine  arts,  pamt- 
ings,  &c.,  which  have  disgraced  our  halls,  they  are  ah- 
solutely,  both  in  design  and  execution,  shocking.  And 
whatever,  therefore,  is  to  be  done,  let  us  take  care  that 
it  is  done  in  the  best  manner.  The  expense  is  of  no 
consequence. 

Mr.  MANGUM  said  the  Committee  on  the  Library  ui- 
variably  had  the  charge  of  the  expenses'  and  selection 
of  ornaments  for  the  Capitol.  As  to  the  question  of  ex- 
pense ii\  matters  of  that  kind,  it  was  not  a  matter  of 
much  consequence,  and  not  necessary  to  place  it  under 
the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Finance.  He  would, 
therefore,  move  to  strike  out  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
and  insert  the  Committee  on  the  Library.  This  inquiry 
was  very  proper,  and,  he  thought,  properly  belonged 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Library.  The  ornaments  to 
be  selected  would  not  only  be  valued  for  this,  but  for 
all  future  ages. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  that,  when  this  resolution  was 
first  introduced,  his  attention  was  called  to  it,  and  he 
really  did  think  that  they  ought  to  reserve  objecU  of 
this  description  for  native  artists;  one  of  whom  was,  at 
that  time,  in  Europe,  at  the  head  of  his  profession.  At 
the  solicitation  of  the  mover,  he  would  not  make  any 
opposition  to  the  resolution  now.  Let  it  go  (said  Mr. 
C.)  to  the  committee,  and  let  them  report  on  it,  and 
should  the  report  be  unfavorable,  he  would  then  have 
an  opportunity  of  expressing  his  views  further  on  the 
subject.  Mr.  Persico  was  a  gentleman  of  talents,  and 
would  no  doubt  do  justice  to  the  subject;  but  the  Gov- 
ernment had  but  little  patronage  of  the  kind,  and  he 
thouglkt  they  owed  it  to  native  artisU  to  reserve  it  for 
them. 

Mr  BUCHANAN  did  not  intend  at  that  time  to  enter 
into  a  discussion  of  the  question  raised  by  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,   [Mr.   Calhooit,]  though  on  a 
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chue  of  Florida  and  Louisiana  should  g^  into  the  debit 
tide  of  the  account,  because  we  bad  bought  the  juris- 
diction which  they  said  induced  the  purchase,  and  was 
an  equivalent  for  the  sum  paid;  and  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  said  the  expenses  of  the  removal  of  the  Indians 
should  not  be  allowed  in  the  account,  because  of  certain 
political  considerations.  Mr.  W.  went  into  an  argument 
of  some  length  to  sustain  the  positions  denied  by  the 
friends  of  the  bill;  and  in  reference  to  the  nett  pro- 
ceeds, he  desired  this  body  to  give  a  construction  in  re- 
lation to  Louisiana  and  Florida. 

Mr.  PORTER,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Wbi»rt,  said  that  the 
value  of  the  soil  was  certainly  no  part  of  the  object  the 
United  States  had  in  view  when  Louisiana  was  pur- 
chased; that  the  objects  were  the  sovereignty  over  the 
soil,  and  the  outlet  for  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  to 
the  ocean. 

Mr.  LINN  said  he  thought  his  friend  from  Louisiana 
mistaken,  and  that  he  could  make  it  apparent.  France, 
in  pursuing  her  great  plan  of  uniting  the  Gulf  of  St. 
Lawrence  with  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  had  erected,  at  an 
enormous  expense,  a  chain  of  military  forts,  around 
which  she  planted  colonies  under  a  system  of  land  laws 
peculiar  to  herself.  On  transferring  the  sovereignty  to 
Spain,  all  grants  made  to  her  subjects  were  to  stand  con- 
firmed by  the  mere  act  of  transfer.  These  grants  were 
never  questioned  by  Spain.  Spain,  on  coming  into  pos- 
session of  this  noble  province,  pursued  a  liberal  and  pa- 
ternal policy  in  relation  to  the  Hunting  of  lands  to  her 
subjects.  What,  sir,  he  said,  has  been  the  course  pur- 
sued by  this  Government  in  the  acquisition  of  this  coun- 
try? Did  we  consider  those  grants  confirmed  by  the 
mere  act  of  cession.^  No,  sir.  How  did  we  treat  the 
ancient,  simple-minded,  honest  inhabitants,  who  had 
lived  for  generations  amid  a  wilderness,  and  had  pre- 
served the  lights  of  religion  in  that  wilderness?  Was 
our  course  a  liberal  one?  No,  sir;  differing  from  us  in 
laws,  manners,  and  customs,  we  vexed  them  with  lawyers 
and  unknown  laws,  in  an  unknown  lang^iag^,  and  inter- 
posed every  obstacle  that  ingenuity  could  invent  to  pre- 
vent the  final  settlement  of  their  claims  to  that  soil  which 
had  been  conquered  by  their  valor  and  improved  by 
their  labor.  A  generation  has  passed  oflT,  and  your  tables 
are  now  loaded  with  petitions  for  justice  at  your  hands. 
He  said  that  this  fighting  oflT,  inch  by  inch,  step  by  step, 
and  acre  by  acre,  these  old  claims,  he  thought  was  some 
evidence  that  this  Government  attached  value  to  the  soil 
which  they  had  acquired  by  money. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  that  there  were  some  considera- 
tions that  applied  with  great  force  against  this  amend- 
ment. One  was,  that  it  proposed  to  make  up  an  account 
of  the  lands  purchased  within  the  year  as  an  offset 
against  the  lands  sold  within  the  year.  Now,  if  the  same 
lands  were  both  purchased  and  sold  within  the  year, 
there  might  be  some  propriety  in  so  making  up  the  ac- 
count. There  might  be  Indian  treaties  within  this  year 
for  the  purchase  of  lands  costing  seven  millions  of  dol- 
lars, which  would  not  probably  be  sold  for  ten  years  to 
come.  It  certainly,  then,  could  not  be  just  to  charge  this 
purchase  against  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  year. 
In  every  light  in  which  he  vievied  this  amendment,  he 
thought  it  ought  to  be  rejected. 

Mr.  BENTON,  in  reply  to  the  remarks  from  Mr. 
WsBSTaa  and  Mr.  White,  reiterated  the  allegation  that 
every  item  that  he  had  enumerated  was  strictly  and  truly 
a  charge  upon  the  public  lands,  and  quot  v'  e  speech 
of  Gen.  Hayne,  of  South  Carolina,  to  the  same  effect, 
when  he  was  a  member  of  the  Senate.  Some  of  these 
items  were  now  admitted  to  be  correct  charges,  but  the 
main  ones  were  still  disputed,  and  it  was  evident  that  a 
twofold  object  would  be  gained  if  they  could  be  kept 
out.  The  first  object  would  be  to  swell  the  amount  for 
distribution;  the  second  would  be  to  lay  the  foundation 


for  reviving  the  tariff;  both  objects  dear  to  the  hearts  of 
the  authors  of  this  bill,  but  such  as  could  not  be  openly 
avowed  at  this  time.  Mr.  B.  said  the  whole  scheme  of 
the  bill  was  a  deception  and  a  ftllacy.  It  professed  to 
divide  surplus  money,  and  yet  took  the  money  which 
was  now  wanting  for  the  public  defences;  it  professed 
to  divide  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  and  yet 
took  the  gross  proceeds;  it  professed  to  take  nothini; 
but  the  money  which  came  from  the  lands,  and  yet  took 
all  that  it  could  find  in  the  Treasury  by  scraping  back 
for  three  years.  This  was  the  real  character  of  the  bill; 
a  deception,  a  fallacy,  a  delusion  throughout,  and  mask- 
ed witn  professions  at  war  with  its  object.  All  this 
would  be  apparent  in  time.  For  the  present,  it  could 
not  be  overlooked  that  the  whole  structure  of  the  bill  is 
changed;  it  is  no  longer  a  bill  to  divide  the  proceeds  of 
the  lands  in  future  and  for  ^we  years  to  come,  but  it  is 
to  relch  back  into  the  Treasury,  to  travel  back  througti 
the  years  1835,  1834,  and  1833,  and  to  gather  up  all  the 
proceeds  of  the  land  sales  for  these  three  past  years, 
and  commence  dividing  this  mass  on  the  1st  day  of  July, 
and  divide  one  fourth  on  that  day,  one  fourth  on  the  1st 
of  October,  one  fourth  the  1st  of  Janusry,  and  one  fourth 
the  1st  of  April,  1837.  To  these  divisions  are  to  be 
added  the  amounts  received  from  lands  this  year  and 
next  year.  It  is  expected  to  begin  the  division  upon 
twenty-eight  millions  in  July,  and  finish  thirty-eight  mil- 
lions by  the  1st  of  January  next.  Now,  what  is  the  ob- 
ject and  effect  of  all  th'isf  Is  it  the  object  to  Uke  all  the 
money  for  distribution,  and  leave  notning  for  defending 
the  counti7?  Is  it  the  object  to  break  all  the  deposite 
banks?  Is  it  the  object  to  distress  the  country,  by  ma- 
king the  deposite  banks  call  in  all  their  loans  in  six 
months?  Is  It  their  object  to  ruin  the  currency  by  ena- 
bling whig  States  to  draw  their  distributive  shares  in 
specie,  compelling  the  banks  to  stop  payment,  and  then 
calling  for  the  Bank  of  the  United  SUtes,  as  the  only 
remedy  for  the  evil?  Whether  this  is  the  object,  it  will 
be  the  effect;  and  to  do  aH  this,  it  is  necessary  to  reach 
back  three  years  to  find  money  in  the  Treasury  which  is 
not  there,  and  thus  make  a  larger  sum  for  distribution 
than  the  deposite  banks  can  pay. 

The  revenues  of  the  year  1833  were  received  bj  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  have  been  expended  in 
the  public  service.  No  part  of  those  revenues  were 
ever  transferred  to  the  deposite  banks;  they  all  remain- 
ed in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  until  expended;  yet 
this  bill,  in  its  mass  of  deceptions  and  fallaciea»  assumes 
that  the  deposite  banks  received  all  the  revenue  for  the 
year  1833;  has  separated  the  land  revenue  from  the  cus- 
tom-house revenue;  has  saved  that  land  revenue  to  the 
present  day;  and  now  has  it  in  a  separate  pile  by  itself,  to 
be  divided  out!  These  are  the  assumptions  of  the  bill, 
while  the  realities  are  that  part  of  this  land  revenue 
never  was  received  at  all  by  the  deposite  banks.  What 
they  actually  received  for  1833  has  been  paid  out,  and 
what  they  have  got  is  the  revenue  of  the  country.  The 
land  receipts  are  in  the  mass  of  the  revenue;  and  in  pro- 
fessing to  divide  the  proceeds  of  the  lands,  the  revenue 
itself  is  taken;  and  it  is  taken  for  three  years  back,  in 
order  to  raise  an  immense  sum  for  instant  division;  such 
a  sum  as  is  expected  to  tempt  the  cupidity  of  distribu- 
tees beyond  resistance,  to  ruin  the  President  if  he  vetoes 
the  bill,  and  to  ruin  the  deposite  banks  and  the  currency 
if  he  does  not.  Mr.  B.  baid  it  was  a  bill  to  revive  the 
tariff,  to  re-establish  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statei^  and 
to  crush  President  Jackson,  and  all  who  opposed  it,  by 
mere  dint  of  money.  He  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
item  by  item,  on  his  amendment. 

Mr.  EWING  said  he  had  no  objections  to  the  amend- 
ments, except  to  those  which  proposed  to  deduct  the 
Indian  annuities,  and  the  sums  paid  for  the  extin|^uisb- 
roent  of  Indian  titles. 
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And  the  question  was  taken,  on  the  several  smend- 
menti,  with  the  above  exceptions,  and  they  were  car- 
ried without  a  division. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  clause  of  the 
amendment  proposia^  to  deduct  the  amount  of  annuities 
paid  to  Indians  for  the  purchase  of  lands;  which  amend- 
ment was  rrjected:  Yeas  18,  nays  27,  as  (pllows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Cuthbert,  Ewinfif  of 
liiinoia,  Grundy,  Hill,  Hubbard,  Kingr  of  Alabama,  Kin^ 
of  Georgia,  Linn,  Morris,  Niles,  Bives,  Ruggles,  Shep- 
ley,  Tallmadgre.  Walker,  Wright— 18. 

NiTs— Messrs.  Black,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough, 
Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight,  Leigh,  McKean,  Mangum, 
Moore,  Naudain,  Nicholas,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rob- 
brna.  Southard,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Webster,  White— 27. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  clause  of  the 
amendment  deducting  the  expenses  of  holding  Indian 
treaties  for  the  purchase  of  lands)  which  was  lost:  Yeas 
18,  nays  26,  as  follows: 

.ir^***""**^""-  B«nton»  Brown,  Cuthbert,  Ewing  of 
Illinois.  Grundy,  Hill,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  King 
of  Georgia,  Linn,  Morris,  Niles,  Rives,  Ruggles,  Shep- 
ley.  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wright-18. 

NATS—Messrs.  Black,  Buchanan,  Clay,  Clavton,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Ewmgof  Ohio,  Goldsborough,  Hendricks, 
Kent,  Kntght,  Leigh,  McKean,  Mangum,  Moore,  Nau- 
<ltin.  Nicholas,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Bobbins, 
aouihard.  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Webster,  White— 26. 

The  next  clause  of  the  amendment,  deducting  the 
amount  paid  to  Indiana  for  the  purchase  of  lands,  was 
iiio  rejected:  Veas  18,  nays  26,  as  follows: 
,,,."5»— Messrs.  Beoton,  Brown,  Cuthbert,  Ewing  of 
Illinois,  Grundy,  Hill,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  King 
or  Georgia,  Linn,  Morris,  Niles,  Hives,  Robinson,  Rug- 
gles. 8hepley,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wright— 18. 

Nats— Messrs.  Black,  Buchanan,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough,  Hendricks, 
Kent,  Knight,  Leigh,  McKean,  Mangum,  Moore,  Nau- 
atin,  Nicholas,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins, 
8(.uthard,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Webster,  White— 26. 

Tl»c  last  clause  of  the  amendment,  deducting  the 
imount  expended  in  the  removal  of  the  Indians  from 
me  Unds  purchased,  was  also  rejected:  as  follows: 
ii7*^'""*^*'"^  Benton,  Brown.  Cuthbert,  Ewing  of 
lUinous  Grundy,  Hill,  Hubbard,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn, 
Morns,  Niles,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Shepley,  Tallmadge, 
ivaiker,  Wright— 17. 

Nats— Messrs.  Black,  Buchanan,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crit- 
wndcn,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough,  Hendricks, 
^cnl,  Ring  of  Alabama,  Knight,  Leigh,  McKean,  Man- 
pn),  Moore,  Naudain,  Nicholas,  Porter,  Prentia»,  Pres- 
ton, Rivcs,  Bobbins,  Southard,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Web- 
•ler,  White— 28. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
««dmg:  Yeas  25,  nays  21,  as  follows: 

YsAs— Messrs.  BUck,  Buchanan,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crit- 
lenden,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough,  Hendricks, 
Kent,  Knight,  Leigh,  McKean,  Mangum,  Naudain,  Nich- 
WM,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Pre>ton,  Robbina,  Southard,  Swift, 
Tomlinson,  Webster,  White— 25. 

Nats— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Cuthbert, 
fining  of  Illinois,  Grundy,  Hill,  Hubbard,  King  of  Ala- 
wmt,  Kin^  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Moore,  Morris,  Niles, 
Kives,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Walker, 
w  right— 21. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

Thursday,  Afhil  28. 
STATQARY. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved  that  the  resolution  directing 
Ihc  Committee  of  Finance  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
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ency  of  contracting  with  Luigi  Persico  for  two  groups 
of  statues  to  complete  the  ornaments  of  the  east  front  of 
the  Capitol,  he  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  PRESTON  said  he  doubted  the  propriety  of  re- 
ferring this  matter  to  the  Committee  on  the  Library,  or, 
indeed,  to  any  committee  of  the  Senate.  Independent 
of  our  being  occupied  with  other  an<jl  more  urgent  bu- 
siness, few  of  us  have  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the 
master  works  of  art,  or  have  a  cultivated  taste  and  Judg- 
ment in  reference  to  them.  The  resolution  before  us 
authorizes  the  President  to  contract,  and  I  (said*Mr.  P.) 
am  of  opinion  that  the  whole  matter  had  better  be  left 
to  his  decision.  The  groups  which  it  is  proposed  to  ex- 
ecute should  correspond  with  those  already  completed. 
The  appropriation,  if  any  is  to  be  made,  should  be  a 
liberal  one:  comporting  with  a  building  which  cost  three 
millions  of  money,  and  with  the  wealth,  intelligence, 
and  resources  of  the  country.  The  statuary  should  be 
a  lasting  monument  of  our  taste  and  judgment— not  in- 
tended merely  for  the  present  day,  but  for  all  time. 
There  was  a  degree  of  responsibility  in  this  matter.  We 
should  have  time  for  deliberation:  models,  designs, 
drawings,  modes  of  embeUishment,  should  be  laid  be- 
fore us.  We  should  decide  with  grest  caution.  I  ex- 
press no  opinion  of  Mr.  Persico.  He  is,  no  doubt,  a 
clever  artir^  but  we  have  a  native  one  (Mr.  Greenough) 
about  to  return  to  this  country — a  man  of  unquestioned 
genius;  one  calculated  to  do  honor  to  his  country,  and 
whom  his  country  should  delight  to  honor.  Some  of 
his  works  we  have  seen,  and  we  know  how  beautifully 
they  were  executed.  I  should  be  glad  to  see  Mr.  Per- 
sico employed;  he  deserves  to  be  so  for  his  ability  and 
industry;  but,  in  employing  him,  I  am  unwilling  that  the 
talents  of  an  accomplished  citizen  of  our  own  country 
should  be  thrown  in  the  back  ground.  At  any  rate,  let 
propositions  be  made,  plans  submitted,  and  comparisons 
instituted. 

As  to  some  of  the  specimens  of  the  fine  arts,  paint- 
ings, &c.,  which  have  disgraced  our  halls,  they  are  ab- 
solutely, both  in  desi^^n  and  execution,  shocking.  And 
whatever,  therefore,  is  to  be  done,  let  us  take  care  that 
it  is  done  in  the  best  manner.  The  expense  is  of  no 
consequence. 

Mr.  MANGUM  said  the  Committee  op  the  Library  in- 
variably bad  the  charge  of  the  expenses  and  selection 
of  ornaments  for  the  Capitol.  As  to  the  question  of  ex- 
pense ii\  matters  of  thst  kind,  it  was  not  a  matter  of 
much  consequence,  and  not  necessary  to  place  it  under 
the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Finance.  He  would, 
therefore,  move  to  strike  out  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
and  insert  the  Committee  on  the  Library.  This  inquiry 
was  very  proper,  and,  he  thought,  properly  belonged 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Library.  The  ornaments  to 
be  selected  would  not  only  be  valued  for  this,  but  for 
all  future  ages. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  that,  when  this  resolution  was 
first  introduced,  his  attention  was  called  to  it,  and  he 
really  did  think  that  they  ought  to  reserve  objects  of 
this  description  for  native  artists;  one  of  whom  was,  at 
that  time,  in  Europe,  at  the  head  of  his  profession.  At 
the  solicitation  of  the  mover,  he  would  not  make  any 
opposition  to  the  resolution  now.  Let  it  go  (said  Mr. 
C.)  to  the  committee,  and  let  them  report  on  it,  and 
should  the  report  be  unfavorable,  he  would  then  have 
an  opportunity  of  expressing  his  views  further  on  the 
subject.  Mr.  Persico  was  a  gentleman  of  talents,  and 
would  no  doubt  do  justice  to  the  subject;  but  the  Gov- 
ernment had  but  little  patronage  of  the  kind,  and  he 
thought  they  owed  it  to  native  artists  to  reserve  it  for 
them. 

Mr  BUCHANAN  did  not  intend  at  that  time  to  enter 
into  a  discussion  of  the  question  raised  by  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,   [Mr.   Calbquit,]  though  on  a 
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proper  occasion  be  should  hare  lomething^  to  aay  with 
regard  to  it.  He  would  auure  the  Junior  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Prkstoh]  that,  if  he  had  had  the 
selection  of  an  individual  in  the  Senate,  whose  judf^- 
ment  and  taste  in  matters  relating  to  the  fine  arts,  quali- 
fied him  to  decide  as  to  the  merits  of  the  proposed 
Eieces  of  statuary,  he  should  have  selected  him.  But 
e  knew  that  a  bill  had  come  there  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  containing  appropriations  for  statuary 
which  had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
and  he  had,  therefore,  no  choice,  but  to  send  his  resolu- 
tion to  that  committee,  or  incur  the  risk  of  its  not  being 
acted  on  during  this  session. 

Mr.  MANGUM  said  there  could  be  no  difficulty  in 
this  matter.  As  to  the  question  of  taste,  he  should  have 
as  much  confidence  in  the  taste  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  as  in  that  of  any  other  gentle- 
man; but  he  thought  it  would  be  more  approprmte  to 
send  it  to  the  Library  Committee. 

Mr.  PRESTON  doubted  the  propriety  of  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina.  The  Commit- 
tee on  the  Library  were  not  more  qualified  to  decide  in 
such  matters  than  any  other  members  of  the  Senate;  and 
indeed  few  of  them  had  had  opportunities  of  making 
themselves  so.  It  had  been  usual  to  refer  matters  of 
this  description  to  the  Committee  on  the  Library,  on  the 
natural  supposition  that  there  was  some  connexion  be- 
tween literature  and  the  fine  arts;  but  he  should  think 
the  Committee  on  Finance  as  well  qualified  as  any  other 
^  commitee,  and  he  would  suggest  that  they  should  be 
instructed  to  inquire  whether  an  appropriation,  and  to 
what  amount,  should  be  made  to  ornament  the  east 
front  of  the  Capitol,  leaving  the  selection  both  of  the 
subject  and  the  artist  to  some  proper  department  of  the 
Government,  say  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  resolution  contemplated  two  groups  of  statues  for 
the  east  front  of  the  Capitol.  Now  whether  groups  of 
statues  were  proper  for  that  place,  or  what  groups,  or 
whether  the  subject  chosen  was  consistent  with  good 
taste,  were  all  questions  of  great  importance,  which  the 
Senate  was  not  competent  to  determine;  and  a  degree 
of  responsibility  should  be  thrown  upon  the  proper  de- 
partment of  the  Government  for  the  selection  both  of 
the  subject  to  be  executed  and  the  artist  to  execute  it, 
so  as  to  ensure  a  work  worthy  of  the  building  whose 
cost  was  $3,000,000,  of  the  wealth  and  greatness  of  the 
nation,  and  of  the  admiration  of  posterity.  He  had  the 
highest  opinions  of  the  talents  and  excellence  of  Mr. 
Persico  as  an  artist;  but  some  of  our  own  artists  had  ob- 
tained, very  deservedly,  great  celebrity.  One  of  them, 
Mr.  Grenough,  was  soon  expected  home,  and  it  might 
be  deemed  proper  to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  exer- 
cising his  talents  on  the  contemplated  work.  He 
thought  that  some  competition  might  be  advantageously 
excited;  that  some  little  collision  of  mind  among  men  of 
genius  and  taste  might  result  in  the  adoption  of  a  design 
more  appropriate  than  that  suggested  by  Mr.  Persico; 
but  of  this  he  could  not  pretend  to  judge.  The  refer- 
ence of  such  matters  to  persons  of  competent  skill  and 
acknowledged  taste  was  necessary,  to  prevent  their  be- 
ing burdened  with  works  unworthy  of  the  nation. 
Their  public  balls  bad  been  disgraced  with  exhibitions 
purporting  to  be  of  the  fine  arts,  utterly  offensive  to 
the  public  tase,  absurd  in  design,  and  wretched  in  the 
execution.  He  would  vote  against  the  motion  of  his 
friend  from  North  Carolina,  and  would  move  to  amend 
the  resolution,  so  as  to  authorize  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  contract  for  suitable  ornaments  to  com- 
plete the  east  front  of  the  Capitol,  instead  of  directing 
the  Committee  on  Finance  to  inquire,  &c. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  had  not  anticipated  so  much 
discussion  on  a  mere  question  of  inquiry.  Some  years 
ago  I  (said  Mr.  B.)  submitted  a  similar  resolution  to  the 


House  of  Representatives,  and  I  thought  I  could  not  do 
wrong  in  asking  a  committee  of  the  Senate  to.  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  making  an  appropriation.  1  feel 
it  1o  be  my  duty,  however,  after  what  has  taken  place, 
to  reply  to  some  of  the  remarks  whvch  have  fallen  from 
the  Senators  from  South  Carolina,  and  particularly  those 
of  the  junior  member. 

No  man  Irving,  sir,  is  willing  to  extend  more  encour- 
agement to  native  talent  than  1  am.  Wherever  itcsn 
fairly  be  brought  into  cnropetition  with  that  of  foreign 
growth,  it  ought  to  be  preferred.  I  am  no  conn6is8eur 
in  sculpture,  but  1  know  that  it  requires  immense  labor, 
intimate  knowledge  of  drawing,  ana  years  of  experience, 
to  execute  a  classical  or  historical  figure.  There  is  ai 
much  difference  between  the  artiat  who  forms  a  boit, 
and  he  who  executes  a  group  of  statuary,  as  there  is 
between  a  nnere  portrait  painter  and  a  Miohacl  Angclo. 
It  is  the  very  lowest  grade  of  the  art,  the  commence- 
ment of  the  study  of  the  profession.  No  gentleman, 
whatever  may  be  his  natural  genius,  who  has  proceeded 
no  further  than  the  execution  of  a  bust,  and  the  taking 
of  a  striking  likeness,  is  fit  to  be  employed  in  ornament- 
ing the  eaatern  front  of  our  Capitol. 

It  may  be  asked,  and  I  answer  the  question  nov,  whr 
I  feel  this  interest  in  Mr.  Persico?  It  is  from  motives  of 
private  friendahip,  in  consistence  with  the  public  good. 
He  came  to  the  town  in  which  I  reside  in  1819,  merely 
as  a  portrait  painter,  and  fur  the  purpose  of  acquiring 
a  knowledge  of  the  English  language.  His  f^enius  and 
taste  were  soon  discovered,  ami  in  his  society  1  hafe 
passed  many  agreeable  and  instructive  hours.  He  left 
us  without  a  single  enemy.  He  is  not  a  native,  but  be 
intends  to  spend  his  days  among  us,  for  he  loves  liberty 
with  all  the  enthusiasm  of  genius.  He  is  devoted  to  tbe 
institutions  of  this  country.  When  I  next  saw  bim,  it 
was  in  New  York,  where  his  talenU  as  a  sculptor  had 
begun  to  attract  much  attention.  I  asked  him  why  he  had 
concealed  his  knowledge  of  sculpture  from  his  friends  m 
Lancaster,  and  he  replied,  evincing  the  modesty  which 
always  accompanies  true  merit,  that  there  were  so  many 
foreigners  in  this  country  who  pretended  to  wbal  ihey 
were  not  entitled,  that  he  had  determined  not  to  speak 
of  his  knowledge  of  this  art  until  he  should  have  an  op- 
portunity of  displaying  it  by  his  works.  He  wss  subse- 
quently employed  by  this  Government,  at  a  salary  oi 
#1,50U  a  year,  to  ornament  the  tympanum  of  the  eastern 
front  of  the  Capitol.  How  he  succeeded,  let  the  uni- 
versal approbation  which  his  eflTorts  have  received,  de- 
cide. Afler  he  had  completed  this  work,  I  presented  a 
resolution  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  which  i 
waa  then  a  member,  similar  to  the  one  I  have  no 
offered.  He  waa  employed;  and  though  I  pretend  » 
no  taste  in  the  fine  arts,  yet  I  know  that  others,  ^r '-^J 
competent  judges,  as  well  as  myself,  have  been  ^^"f^^ 
with  the  results  of  his  labors,  and  admired  the  indusiiT 
and  genius  with  which  they  were  accompliihcd.  ' 
hope  of  identifying  his  talenU  with  the  Capitol  of  tne 
Union,  haa  been  the  subiect  of  his  thoughU  by  ^*^' * 
his  dreams  by  night.  Most  keenly  and  deeplyi  ^l^j^ 
fore,  would  he  feel,  if  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stain 
should  refuse  to  entertain  a  mere  reaolution  of  *'^^*''5^j 

Any  one,  whether  a  man  of  taate  or  not,  ©•""?*.  j^^ 
be  struck  with  the  model  of  one  of  the  groups  w"'*^°.^ 
has  completed.  It  represents  the  great  discoverer  w 
he  first  bounded  with  ecstacy  upon  the  ahore,  all  ^^.\^ 
and  perils  past,  presenting  a  hemisphere  to  tbe  sstonisn^^ 
world,  with  the  name  of  America  inscribed  "Pf^^)^ 
Whilst  he  is  thus  standing  upon  the  shore,  •  ^^i^. 
savage,  with  awe  and  wonder  depicted  in  her  ^^.^^ 
nance,  is  gazing  upon  him.     This  is  one  of  the  bspP^^^J 
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this  work  shall  be  finished  sccording  to  the  model,  it 
would  command  in  Europe  five  times  the  amount  which 
it  will  cost  in  this  country.  I  believe,  however,  from 
the  enthusiasm  of  the  artist,  that  he  would  rather  have 
this  work  of  his  placed  on  the  blocking  of  the  Capitol,  if 
he  should  receive  from  Government  no  more  than  a 
mere  subsistence  whilst  engaged  in  its  execution,  than 
to  realize  a  fortune  from  it  in  Europe.  If  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  desires  it,  let  him  offer  a  separate 
resolution  in  favor  of  any  other  aKist.  He  shall  receive 
my  vote.  I  should  feel  indebted  to  him,  however,  if  he 
would  suffer  mine  to  take  the  usual  direction  without 
any  amendment. 

Mr.  PRESTON  said  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
was  mistaken  if  he  imagined  for  a  moment  that  what  he 
said  was  in  reference  to  a  special  competition  between 
Mr.  Persico  and  any  other  artist.  He  should  very  much 
regret  if  Mr.  Persico  himself  thought  he  had  said  any 
thing  invidious  to  him.  That  body  was  not  fitted  to 
discuss  these  matters,  as  was  evident  from  the  manner 
in  which  the  names  of  individual  artists  had  been  brought 
forward.  He  knew  that  he  himself  was  not  competent 
to  decide  on  them.  There  was,  to  be  sure,  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  observed,  every  difference 
between  the  execution  of  a  correct  likeness,  and  the 
execution  of  a  grand  historical  or  allegorical  subject;  but 
he  would  observe,  mpauant^  that  he  who  copied  nature 
most  correctly  in  the  execution  of  a  likeness,  would  be 
the  most  apt  to  succeed  in  the  execution  of  a  work  of 
greater  importance.  By  referring  the  decision  of  this 
matter  to  the  President,  be  would  most  probably,  before 
deciding,  consult  with  gentlemen  upon  whose  taste  and 
judgment  every  one  would  be  willing  to  rely.  Washing, 
ton  AUiston,  of  Boston,  Was  one  on  whom  he  would 
entirely  rely,  and  if  he  would  say  that  the  design  of  Mr. 
Persico  was  worthy  of  the  object  for  which  it  was  intend- 
ed,  he  would  be  satisfied  that  after  generations  would 
speak  of  the  work  with  the  same  admiration  that  we 
speak  of  the  works  of  Michael  Angelo.  Mr.  P.,  after 
referring,  in  terms  of  disapprobation  to  th^  works  in  the 
Rutundo  of  the  Capitol,  and  particuUrly  to  the  statue  of 
Mr.  Jefferson,  which  had  got  there  by  some  means  or 
otlier,  perfoM  out  nefai,  said  that  he  concurred  with  his 
colleague  in  wishing  to  reserve  such  works  for  native 
artists,  if  competent  ones  could  he  found;  but  if  not,  as 
expense  should  be  no  object,  he  would  be  willing  to 
send  to  Thorswaldon  for  a  suiUble  work.  He  would 
rather,  he  said,  have  one  such  statue  as  that  of  Washing- 
ton by  Canova,  which  had  been  destroyed  in  the  confla- 
gration of  the  State  House  at  Raleigh,  North  Carolina, 
than  all  the  trash  that  cumbered  and  disgraced  the  walls 
of  the  Kotundo.  He  wished  it  to  be  distinctly  under- 
stood that,  in  all,  he  said  nothing  disparaging  to  Mr. 
Persico,  whose  talents  were  acknowledged  on  all  hands; 
all  he  wished  was  that  the  decision  of  this  matter  should 
be  left  to  the  proper  department  of  the  Government, 
without  saying  that  this  particular  design  should  be 
executed,  or  this  particular  artist  employed,  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  all  others.    He  therefore  renewed  his  motion. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  re- 
garded this  as  a  more  serious  matter  than  he  could. 
When  he  heard  the  remarks  of  the  Senator,  from  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  exhibited  his  taste  and  know- 
ledge of  the  art  of  sculpture,  he  felt  as  if  he  wished  the 
whole  matter  submitted  to  him  exclusively.  Mr.  Persico 
was  well  known  as  a  superior  artist,  and  Mr.  Greenough 
was  abready  employed  by  the  Government  to  do  an  im- 
portant work.  To  refer  it  to  the  President  was  a  mere 
shifting  of  the  responsibility  from  Congress  to  the  Presi- 
dent. If  a  good  painter  could  be  a  good  judge  of 
sculpture,  they  would  have  enough  to  counsel  with.  Or 
if  a  good  orator  was  a  good  judge  of  sculpture,  he  be- 
lieved there  were  several  of  them  on  the  Committee  on 


Finance.  But  really  he  thought  there  was  too  much 
importance  attached  to  this  matter,  and  if  the  President 
should  refuse  to  take  the  responsibility  of  contracting 
for  these  groups,  it  would  then  be  time  enough  for  them 
to  take  it  upon  themselves. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  was  of  opinion  that  they  should  re- 
serve such  matters  for  native  artists,  many  of  whom 
were  highly  distinguished.  The  very  fact  being  known 
that  they  had  such  works  in  reservation  for  native  talent, 
would  have  a  powerful  influence  in  stimulating  their  ex- 
ertions to  attain  excellence  in  their  professions. 

Af\er  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  DAVIS, 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said  that  whenever  Mr.  Greenough, 
or  any  native  artist,  should  present  himself  with  such  a 
design  as  that  presented  by  Mr.  Persico,  he  would  most 
cheerfully  vote  to  send  it  to  a  committee  for  considera- 
tion. He  did  not  consider  the  voting  for  this  resolution 
as  voting  to  contract  fur  the  group  of  statues;  it  was 
only  a  resolution  of  inquiry,  and  he  would  therefore  vote 
for  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  PassTOR's 
amendment,  and  it  was  rejected;  afler  which,  Mr. 
BoGHAiTAir's  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

LAND  BILL. 

I'he  bill  to  distribute,  for  a  limited  time,  the  nett  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the  States, 
and  to  grant  lands  to  certain  States,  came  up  on  its  third 
reading;  when 

Mr.  NILES  rose  and  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  President,  it  was  my  intention  to  submit  to  the 
Senate  some  remarks  on  this  bill,  which,  in  any  view 
that  can  be  taken  of  it,  I  regard  as  one  of  the  highest 
importance;  and  it  was  my  purpose  to  have  done  this 
before  the  bill  was  ordered  to  its  third  reading!  but  in- 
disposition has  for  several  days  prevented  me  from 
speaking,  and,  at  this  time,  I  scarcely  feel  able  to  pro- 
ceed; but  as  the  bill  has  reached  its  last  stage,  and  the 
Senate  has  refused  to  postpone  it,  I  am  compelled  to 
deliver  my  sentiments  at  this  time,  or  not  at  all. 

Before  entering  into  the  consideration  of  the  several 
questions  which  this  bill  presents,  I  will  beg  to  notice 
some  few  of  the  extraneous  remarks  of  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Ci.4t,]  which  had  no  particular  bearing 
on  the  merits  of  the  pending  question.  What  may  have 
been  the  object  of  the  honorable  Senator  in  attempting 
to  alarm  the  country  as  to  the  security  of  the  public 
revenues  in  the  deposite  banks,  I  will  not  undertake  to 
say.  It  appeared  to  me  that,  from  the  assQcistions  of 
place  and  other  circumstances,  his  imagination  had  car- 
ried him  back  two  years;  and  that,  without  perhaps  be- 
ing aware  of  it,  he  was  engaged  in  making  a  real  panic 
speech,  calculated  to  alarm  the  country,  on  account  of 
the  revenue  and  the  currency.  Whatever  may  be  the 
pressure  for  money  at  this  time,  I  hardly  think  the  hon- 
orable Senator,  with  all  his  skill  and  experience  in  that 
way,  will  be  able  to  produce  another  factitious  panic. 
The  evils  of  that  which  prevailed  two  years  since  are 
too  fresh  in  the  recollections  of  the  people  for  them  to 
be  drawn  into  a  similar  excitement  at  this  time. 

It  is  certainly  a  very  strange  argument  in  favor  of  the 
passage  of  a  bill,  whch  appropriates  nearly  all  the  mo- 
ney now  In  the  Treasury,  to  attempt  to  prove  that  this 
very  money  is  insecure,  and  would  not  be  available 
should  this  bill  become  a  law.  If  the  deposite  banks 
cannot  pay  the  money,  there  will  be  none  to  distribute — 
there  will  be  no  surplus  on  which  the  law  can  operate. 

But  what  grounds  are  there  for  alarm  as  to  the  secu- 
rity of  the  public  revenues?  They  are  now  deposited  in 
thirty-six  banks,  and  in  comparatively  small  sums;  no 
one  bank  having  more  than  about  three  millions,  and 
averaging  less  than  one  million.  Has  the  Senator  stated 
any  facts  tending  to  show  that  these  banks*  or  any  of 
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<hein,  are  not  perfectly  solvent  and  safe  depositories  of 
the  public  funds?  What  are  the  grounds  on  which  con- 
fidence is  reposed  in  any  banking  institution?  Is  it  not 
its  capital,  and  its  reputation  for  being  prudently  and 
correctly  conducted?  Whatever  objections,  then,  there 
may  be  to  the  present  system  of  selecting  banks  for  pub- 
lic deposites,  it  certainly  has  some  advantages.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  an  opportunity  of  select- 
ing for  places  of  deposite,  such  banks  as  have  acquired 
an  established  reputation,  and  as  are  known  to  be  con- 
ducted on  safe  principles;  he  also  can  select  as  large  a 
number  as  he  pleases,  by  which  means  the  afrgregate 
capital  is  increased,  and  the  risk  divided .  Is  it  not  ap- 
parent that  the  public  revenues  are  safer  deposited  in 
thirty-six  banks  than  they  would  be  in  one  bank  having 
the  same  capital?  Experience  proves  that  a  bank  with 
a  large  capital  may  as  likely  become  embarrassed  as  one 
with  a  small  capital,  as  their  business  is  on  a  correspond- 
ing scale.  Interest  prompts  all  banks  to  expend  their 
business  to  the  utmost  limit  their  capital  will  allow.  If  the 
public  treasure  was  deposited  all  in  one  bank,  as  was 
the  case  some  years  since,  and  that,  by  an  improper 
extension  of  its  business,  or  by  speculation,  should  be- 
come embarrassed,  the  whole  revenues  of  the  country 
would  be  in  ieopardy;  but  if  they  are  in  numerous  insti- 
tutions, the  danger  is  greatly  diminished,  as  it  is  not  to  be 
apprehended  that  several  of  the  deposite  banks  will  be- 
come involved  in  difficulties  at  the  same  time.  They  are 
independent  of  each  other,  and  their  operations  no  way 
connected.  The  history  of  the  Bank  of  England,  as  well 
as  the  Bank  of  the  United  SUtes,  justifies  what  is  here 
stated.  It  is  well  known  that  the  former  was  compelled 
to  suspend  specie  payments,  and  to  call  in  the  aid  of  the 
Government  to  sustain  it  from  total  ruin.  And  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  by  a  system  of  profligate  and 
fraudulent  speculations,  unparalleled,  brought  itself  to 
the  very  verge  of  bankruptcy  whilst  it  was  the  deposi- 
tory of  the  public  revenue.  For  three  months,  from 
Pcbniary  to  May,  in  1819,  that  bank  was  in  the  most 
critical  situation,  and  daily  exposed  to  be  compelled  to 
•top  payment.  To  save  itself,  it  drained  the  State  banks 
of  their  specie—broke  the  banks  of  Kentucky,  and  made 
such  forced  and  rapid  curtailments  of  its  loans  to  indi- 
viduals, as  greatly  contributed  to  the  severe  money 
pressure  and  distress  which  prevailed  at  that  period. 
Such  was  the  situation  of  the  public  funds  in  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  in  1819. 

But  the  Senator  told  us  that  the  deposite  banks  have 
only  eleven  millions  of  specie,  and  endeavored  to  mske 
an  impression  that  this  was  all  their  resources  with  which 
to  refund  to  the  Government  nearly  thirty-two  millions. 
If  this  was  a  true  test  of  the  ability  of  banks,  what  hss 
been  the  situation  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
which  the  Senator  has  regarded  as  so  safe  a  depository 
of  the  public  ts-easure?  In  1831,  that  bank  had  but 
$8,198,682  in  specie,  when  the  Government  deposites 
were  $7,352,249,  and  private  deposites  $9,115,836,  and 
its  circulation  was  $22,399,447;  making  in  the  whole,  to 
say  nothing  of  other  debts,  $38,768,532,  to  be  paid  from 
a  specie  fund  of  little  more  than  eight  millions.  At  some 
periods,  the  specie  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  has 
been  less,  and,  if  I  recollect  right,  the  President  of  that 
bank  has  stated,  in  some  of  his  reports,  that  six  millions 
in  specie  was  all  that  was  required  for  the  safety  of  the 
bank  and  the  public. 

Wonid  the  Senator  require  one  rule  for  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  another  for  the  State  banks?  The 
latter  was  regarded  as  perfectly  saYe,  and  as  furnishing 
the  best  national  currency  for  the  countrj*,  without  re- 
gard to  the  specie  in  its  vaults;  it  was  rufficient  to  rely 
on  its  general  means  and  solvency;  but  the  State  banks 
must  have  specie  equal  to  their  indebtedness. 

In  any  view  which  can  be  taken  of  this  subject,  the 


public  funds  must  be  considered  as  safer,  so  far  ss  re- 
gards any  considerable  loss,  than  when  in  the  Bsnk  of 
the  United  States.  As  respects  capital,  that  bank  hid, 
exclusive  of  what  belonged  to  the  United  SUtes,  but 
twenty-eight  millions;  that  of  the  deposite  bank's  is  more 
than  forty-three  millions  of  dollars. 

The  condition  of  these  deposite  banks,  on  the  thirty. 
first  day  of  March  last,  according  to  a  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  23d  day  of  April,  wm  u 
follows: 

Loans  and  discounts,  ...  $68,850,287  67 
Domestic  exchange,    -  -  -      32,775,529  42 

Real  estate,      ...  -        1,929.056  6» 

Due  from  banks,  -  -  -      15,931,916  22 

Notes  of  other  banks,  -  -      11,107,447  78 

Specie,  -  -     '       .  -      10,885,996  92 

Foreign  exchange,      -  -  -  532,450  96 

Expenses,       ....  184,901  22 

Other  investments,     -  •  -      10,651,759  93 


Capital,  ,  -  - 

Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
Public  officers. 
Due  to  banks. 
Contingent  fund. 
Profit  and  loss,  fcc,    - 
Circulation,      -  -  - 

Private  deposites. 
Other  liabilities. 


$152,849,346  79 

$43,690,980  28 
33,294.024  08 

3,477.252  43 
15,366.674  49 

1,102,763  15 

4,094,358  12 
28,796.186  98 
15,453,092  11 

7.574,01  i  16 

$152,849,346  79 


I  have  msde  these  Btatemcnt%  not  from  any  psrtiahty  to 
the  deposite  banks,  as  1  am  not  their  advocate,  and  consider 
all  banks  as  conducted  essentially  on  the  same  principle!-- 
to  make  the  greatest  profit,  without  regard  to  the  pubk 
or  private  interests  of  the  community.  I  do  not  spprojre 
of  their  haviag  so  large  an  amount  of  the  public  fundi, 
and  especially  without  paying  any  interest  for  the  ntnej 
but  this  is  an  unusual  and  unexpected  state  of  thing*, 
and,  I  trust,  will  soon  be  remedied.  My  object  ha»  not 
been  to  defend  these  banks,  but  to  show  that  the  pubw 
funds  are  safe.  . 

In  addition  to  the  security  afforded  by  the  capital  ind 
other  property  of  the  banks,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury has  in  some  cases  required  collateral  and  persontl 
security  for  th^  public  deposites.  These  contracts  tw 
Senator  from  Kentucky  informs  us,  are  totally  void,  be* 
cause  there  is  no  law  expressly  authorizing  them.  He 
asks,  with  apparent  triumph,  by  what  authority,  and  un- 
der what  law,  these  contracts  are  made?  This  objection, 
if  valid  for  any  purpose,  is  applicable  to  the  eimtrtct 
itself;  for  there  is  no  act  expre&sly  authorizing  the  Sec- 
retary to  employ  agents  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  p«bj 
lie  revenues.  If  the  argument  proves  any  ^*""f' jj 
proves  that  the  contracts  with  the  banks  are  illegal  «w 
void,  and  that  the  money  can  never  be  reclaimed,  i 
the  contracts  are  valid,  then  the  stipulation  for  persowi 
security  is  binding,  as  that  is  a  part  of  the  contract.  Tn« 
argument  proves  too  much,  and  therefore  proves  nothmj 
at  all. 

The  Senator  also  says,  that  the  regulation  of  the  Sec- 
retary requiring  the  deposite  banks  not  to  issue  bills  O' 
less  d«  nomination  than  ten  dollars,  is  an  alarming  »'• 
sumption  of  power;  a  species  of  executive  legislation  de- 
signed to  regulate  the  currency,  lie  says,  he  will  no* 
inquire  whether  the  regulation  is  a  wise  one  or  not' 
whether  it  is  calculated  to  have  a  beneficial  or  an  injun- 
ous  influence;  but  asks  where  the  Secretary  get*  o" 
power  to  control  the  State  banks,  and  regulate  the  e«r- 
rcncy  of  the  country?    He  had  supposed  this  power  be* 
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loniped  to  Congre«.  Why,  the  Sciuitor  rauit  know  full 
well  that  ndtber  CongreM  nor  the  Secretnry  have  any 
power  oyer  the  State  banks.  Thii^  like  the  requirement 
of  penonal  security,  is  only  a  part  of  the  contract.  The 
Secretary,  in  employing  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  Treas- 
ury, can  prescribe  such  conditions  as  he  sees  fit,  not  in- 
consistent with  law,  but  the  agent  is  not  bound  to  agree 
to  them,  nor  has  the  Secretary  any  means  to  force  him 
to  comply  with  his  conditions.  All  that  he  can  do  is,  to 
decline  to  employ  the  agent  who  will  not  comply  with 
the  conditions  he  may  prescribe.  This  is  the  alarming 
usurpation  whidi  the  Senator  has  discovered.  But  he 
will  not  inquire  whether  the  object  is  a  good  one  or  a 
bad  one,  which,  it  appears  to  me,  is  the  essential  point. 
Are  we  to  understand  that  he  is  opposed  to  restraining 
the  circulation  of  small  bills  issued  by  the  State  banks/ 
If  not,  why  this  complaint  of  an  attempt  to  stop  their 
circulation  by  contract  with  those  banks,  which  are  em- 
ployed as  the  receivers  of  the  public  revenues?  It  'is 
said  that  the  present  surplus  In  the  Treasury,  and  which 
is  deposited  in  the  State  banks,  u  unprecedented  and 
dangrrous.  An  overflowing  Treasury  seems  to  be  a  sub- 
ject of  as  much  alarm  now,  as  an  exhausted  one  did  two 
years  ago,  which  was  then  so  confidently  predicted.  I'he 
large  amount  of  money  in  the  Treasury  has  arisen  from 
two  causes:  the  unprecedented  sales  of  public  lands, 
which,  during  the  year  1835  and  the  first  quarter  of  1836, 
have  exceeded  twenty  millionst  and  the  delay  to  pass  the 
appropriation  bills,  whereby  money  that  ouglit  to  have 
been  paid  out  is  still  retained  in  the  Treasury.  Hut, 
from  the  remarks  which  have  just  been  made  on  this 
subject,  it  might  be  supposed  that  there  had  never  be- 
fore been  a  balance  in  the  Treasury.  But  there  have 
usually  been  balances,  and  at  times  very  large  balances, 
which  have  been  deposited  either  in  State  bank^,  or  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  balance  in  the  Treas- 
ury, at  the  close  of  the  year  1815,  and  deposited  in  State 
banks,  was  $13,000,000;  in  1816,  $23,033,519,  more 
than  two  thirds  the  present  amount;  in  1817,  when  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  was  encouraging  speculations 
in  stocks,  and  unng  the  funds  of  the  Government  for 
that  purpose,  the  balance  was  $14,989,465;  in  1823, 
it  was  $9,463,932;  in  1826,  $6,358,586;  in  1827, 
$6,668,000;  in  1828,  $5,972,000;  in  1829,  $5,668,000. 
From  the  last  period,  to  the  time  the  connexion  of  the 
Treasury  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea  was  termi- 
nated, there  was  a  baknce  of  from  five  to  ten  millions. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clat] 
has  alluded  to  the  State  -  banks,  and  apparently  with  the 
purpose  of  creating  a  panic,  on  account  of  the  rapid 
increase  of  these  institutions,  snd  the  alarming  extension 
of  the  paper  system.  In  his  apprehensions  on  this  sub- 
ject I  can  fully  participate;  but  can  by  no  means  con- 
cur in  what  he  assigns  as  the  cause  of  the  increase  of 
the  State  banks.  He  attributes  it  to  the  measures  of  the 
Government  in  hostility  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
or  to  the  overthrow  of  that  bank.  This  cause  rests  on 
an  assumption  of  a  fact  which  is  not  true;  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  has  not  been  destroyed,  nor  have  its 
operations  ceased.  It  is  tnie,  some  of  its  branches  have 
been  discontinued,  and  this  circumstance,  with  other 
causes,  may  have  had  some  influence  on  the  establish- 
ment of  State  banks  in  some  of  the  western  States;  but, 
if  the  withdrawal  of  the  capital  of  this  bank  is  to  be  re- 
garded as  occasioning  the  incorporation  of  State  institu- 
tions, it  is  a  cause  that  could  operate  only  so  far  as  to 
supply,  by  State  bank«,  the  amount  of  capital  withdrawn 
by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  this  would  be  no 
increase  of  the  aggregate  bsnking  capital  in  the  Union. 

Nothing  can  be  more  unfounded,  and  even  prepos- 
terous, tlwn  the  pretension  thst  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  prevented  the  establishment  of  State  banks,  and 
restrained  their  operations.    This  position,  so  often  and 


constantly  asserted,  ia  not  only  unsustained,  but  is  op- 
posed both  to  facts  and  principle.  In  point  of  Aict,  the 
State  banks  have  increased  more  rapidly  aince  the  estab- 
lisliment  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  SUtea  in  1816,  than 
they  ever  did  previous  to  that  period.  And  in  respect 
of  principle,  it  is  absurd  to  contend  that  banking  is  to 
be  limited  and  restricted  bv  superadding  the  legialation 
of  the  Union  to  that  of  the  States,  in  granting  bank 
charters.  The  cause  of  the  alarming  multiplication  of 
banks  and  increase  of  bank  capital  lies  much  deeper;  it 
is  to  he  found  in  the  spirit  of  traffic  and  speculation 
which  prevails  so  extensively  in  our  country,  and  which 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  been,  in  an  eminent 
degree,  instrumental  in  engendering  and  sustaining. 
Shall  the  champions  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
who  maintained  that  its  notes  were  the  only  sound  na- 
tional currency,  reproach  Utose  who  were  oppoied  to 
that  corporation,  and  to  tlie  present  banking  system 
generally,  for  the  consequences  snd  evils  of  the  unpre- 
cedented increase  of  banks  in  the  States?  Sir,  such 
taunts  come  with  a  bad  grace  from  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky. 

Who  are  the  advocates  of  State  banks,  and  the  peti- 
tioners and  applicants  for  their  charters?  Are  they  not 
the  supporters  of  the  Bank,  or  a  Bank,  of  the  United 
States?  In  some  of  the  States  it  is  true  that  many  who 
were,  or  professed  to  be,  opposed  to  the  national  bank, 
are  the  sesloiis  supporters  of  the  State  institutions. 
But  there  are  a  large  portion  of  those  opposed  to  tlie 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  who  disapprove  the  whole 
banking  system,  or  desire  to  reform  it  by  withdrawing 
a  large  portion  of  the  paper  circulation,  and  substituting 
a  bard  money  currency  in  its  place.  In  my  own  State, 
this  is  almost  universally  true;  all  who  are  opposed  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  are  opposed  to  the  mul- 
tiplication of  State  corporations,  and  in  favor  of  restrict- 
ing the  circulation  of  the  existing  institutions.  The  in- 
crease of  State  banks  .the  last  two  or  three  years,  is 
truly  alarming;  snd  if  this  spirit  be  not  checked,  an  ex- 
"plosion  of  the  entire  paper  sytsem  will  be  inevitable.  In 
an  able  work  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  formerly  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  he  states  that,  in  1830,  there  were  two 
hundred  and  eighty-one  banks  in  the  United  States,  with 
a  capital  of  ninety-five  milUons;  and  it  is  now  estimated 
that  there  are  about  seven  hundred  and  fif\y  banks,  posser- 
sing  an  aggregate  capital  of  nearly  three  hundred  millions. 
Mr.  GaUatin's  statement  was  not  entirely  correct,  and 
probably  fell  short  of  the  true  number;  it  was  five  short 
of  the  number  in  Connecticut.  But  the  increase  of 
banks  and  banking  capital  has  been  sufliciently  rapid 
and  alurming;  it  cannot  have  been  less  than  one  hun- 
dred per  cent,  the  last  three  years.  If  this  spirit  of 
speculation  and  gambling  continues,  ami  instead  of  being 
checked,  is  encouraged  by  the  improvident  and  reck- 
less legislation  of  the  States,  a  fatal  and  ruinous  explo- 
sion of  the  whole  paper  system  must  be  the  consequence. 
This  is  as  inevitable  as  those  results  which  follow  from 
natural  causes.  And  will  no  effort  be  made  to  arrest 
these  evils?  Will  the  prudent,  the  wise,  and  the  honest, 
calmly  witness,  and  without  an  effort  to  arrest  an  evil  of 
such  magnitude,  the  gathering  elements  fraught  with 
such  incalculable  calamities  to  their  country  ? 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  says  that  the  surplus  in 
the  Treasury  has  already  engendered  a  spirit  of  extrav- 
agance and  wastefulness;  that,  instead  of  the  old  repub- 
lican prsctice  of  inquiring  what  is  the  lowest  rate  of 
appropriations  with  which  the  service  can  be  carried  on, 
the  inquiry  now  is,  what  is  the  highest  rate,  and  how 
we  can  spend  the  most.  On  what  authority  was  this 
remark  made,  applied,  as  it  was,  to  the  appropriations 
generally?  It  is  wholly  gratuitous  and  unsupported. 
The  only  inquiries  of  the  kind  which  have  been  made  of 
the  head  of  any  Department  have  been  confined  to  fortl- 


1323 


GALE8  &  SEATON'S  KEGISTER 


1324 


Sbvati.] 


LandBili. 


[ApmiL  28, 1836. 


fications  and  other  objects  connected  with  the  defence 
of  the  country.  These  are  no  part  of  the  ordinary  an- 
nual expenditures.  How  far  it  may  be  wise  to  go,  in 
expenditures  for  purposes  of  this  kind,  may  be  a  ques- 
tiont  but  whatever  it  is  proper  to  expend,  in  public 
works  for  the  defence  or  the  country,  may  as  well  be 
expended  in  one  year  as  in  a  series  of  years.  Indeed, 
this  is  true  policy  and  economy;  for  the  more  time  which 
is  consumea  in  laying  out  the  money,  the  more  of  it  will 
be  abstracted  by  the  agents  who  have  the  disbursing  of 
it.  If  an  individual  has  occasion  to  build  a  house,  will 
he  not  do  it  in  one  season,  or  in  as  short  a  period  as  he 
can  find  any  one  to  contract  to  do  the  job?  He  does  not 
consider  it  economy  to  be  several  years  about  it{  neither 
does  he  regard  the  outlay  as  a  part  of  his  annual  expend- 
itures; he  considers  it  as  an  investment,  as  an  addition 
to  his  estate.  What  is  true  of  an  individual  is  true  of 
the  Government.  Whatever  it  may  be  proper  to  ex- 
pend on  fortifications,  ordnance,  or  other  permanent 
means  of  defence,  the  shorter  the  period  in  which  the 
money  can  be  expended,  the  better,  if  there  is  no  waste 
in  the  application.  Neither  are  appropriations  for  pur- 
poses of  this  description  to  be  regarded  as  a  part  of  the 
annual  expenditures  of  the  Government,  any  more  than 
the  erection  of  a  house  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  part  of  the 
annual  expenses  of  an  individual.  The  calls  for  the 
maximum  appropriations,  for  permanent  objects  of 
defence,  are  no  evidence  of  profuse  expenditure,  as 
asserted,  but  of  true  economy,  especially  when  we  have 
money  on  hand  that  we  have  no  other  use  for. 

The  compromise  tarifi'  act  of  1833.  to  which  the  hon- 
orable  Senator  alluded  with  so  much  complacency,  is 
not  entirely  irrelevant  to  the  subject  under  considera- 
tion, as  that  law  has  in  part  contributed  to  produce  the 
surplus  which  the  gentleman  seems  so  anxious  to  seize 
upon  for  distribution.  He  seems  to  look  back  upon  that 
compromise  as  a  bright  spot  in  the  record  of  his  political 
life.  The  gentleman  appears  to  have  been  partial  to 
compromises,  and  has  had  a  hand  in  many,  of  different 
descriptions.  The  tariff  compromise,  so  far  as  it  was  a 
means  of  quieting,  for  a  time,  a  distracting  question, 
and  of  calming  the  troubled  elements  in  one  quarter, 
was  a  salutary  measure;  but  the  principles  of  the  com- 
promise  were  unsound  and  unwise.  The  reduction  of 
the  high  duties  was  too  slow  on  the  one  hand,  whilst  on 
the  other  the  attempt  to  establish  by  compromise  a  uni- 
form principle  of  imposing  duties  was  either  delusory 
or  a  gross  assumption  of  power.  In  consideration  of 
retaining  the  high  rate  of  duties,  subject  to  a  gradual 
reduction  for  ten  years,  the  principle  of  discrimination 
in  regulating  the  duties  is  proposed  to  be  relinquished. 
I'hose  engaged  or  having  capital  invested  in  manufac- 
tures in  1833  were  to  become  rich  by  the  protection 
afforded  to  them  during  the  ten  years  of  high  duties; 
and  those  who  might  become  interested  in  manufactures 
near  the  close  or  af>er  that  period,  were  to  be  left  to 
shifl  for  themselves.  There  is  no  reason  on  earth  why 
from  fifty  to  seventy-five  per  cent,  should  be  required 
to  protect  the  manufacturing  interests  in  1833,  which 
could  be  sustained  by  duties  of  twenty  per  cent,  in  1843. 
Either  the  high  rate  of  duties  was  not  required,  or  the 
point  of  depression  is  so  low  ss  will  sacrifice  the  manu- 
facturing interests.  The  experience  and  skill  requisite 
to  the  successful  prosecution  of  most  branches  of 
manufactures  hsd  been  acquired  in  1833;  and  although 
there  are  constantly  improvements  taking  place  in  all 
the  arts,  yet  as  these  are  as  great  in  England  and  other 
manufacturing  countries  as  in  this,  they  will  give  no 
advantage  or  security  to  our  manufactures.  In  regard 
to  the  attempt  to  settle,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  under 
the  assumption  that  it  is  a  compromise,  a  uniform 
rule  by  which  all  dutiea  are  to  be  imposed  af\er  the 
year  1843,  if  not  altogether  delusory,  it  can  only  be 


regarded  as  a  new  scheme  to  amend  the  constitution. 
It  would,  in  fact,  be  an  amendment  of  the  most  im- 
portant character.  The  dutiea  on  foreign  importationi, 
as  the  principal  source  of  the  public  revenue,  u  well 
as  incidentally  affording  protection  to  the  manufacturing 
interests  of  the  country,  have  been  a  aubject  of  more 
legislation  than  any  other,  and  must  continue  so  for  til 
time  to  come.  The  state  of  the  Treasury,  the  {growth 
of  new  interests  at  home,  the  decay  of  old  ones,  foreign 
legislation,  and  various  other  causes,  will  require  fre- 
quent modifications  of  the  revenue  laws.  To  attempt, 
therefore,  to  restrict,  limit,  or  regulate  the  power  or 
action  of  Congress  over  this  subject,  by  an  ordinary 
law,  or  by  any  understanding  or  compromise  among  the 
leading  members  of  Coni^ress,  as  to  the  pasnge  of  tint 
law,  is  preposterous.  It  is  an  attempt  by  one  Congreii 
to  tie  up  the  hands  of  their  successors,  and  deprive 
them  of  that  equality  of  power  which  the  constitution 
has  conferred  on  each  successive  Legislature.  Had  the 
high  rate  of  duties  been  brought  down  to  the  proper 
point  of  reduction  more  rapidly,  it  would  have  lightened 
the  taxes,  and  we  should  have  liad  a  less  surplus  in  the 
Treasury  to  contend  about. 

Mr.  President,  having  disposed  of  the  extraneous  tnd 
preliminary  topics,  I  will  proceed  to  consider  the  bill 
before  the  Senate.  This  measure,  in  any  view  which 
can  be  taken  of  it,  is  of  the  biggest  importance.  The 
bill  provides  for  distributing  among  the  Sutes,  accord- 
ing to  the  federal  principle  of  representation,  the  nett 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands  for  five  years,  commencing 
with  the  year  1833  and  ending  with  the  year  1837.  A» 
amended  at  one  time.  It  proposed  to  distribute  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  lands  for  nine  yesrs,  from  1833  to  1841. 
That  amendment  has  been  abandoned  by  the  friends  of 
the  bill,  and  it  now  stands  as  at  first  introduced.  There 
are  some  minor  principles  in  this  bill,  as  the  grant  of 
certain  portions  of  lands  to  the  new  States,  and  the  si- 
lowance  to  those  States  of  ten  per  cent,  of  the  sales  of 
public  land  within  their  territories,  which  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  notice.  The  bill  as  it  now  is,  should  it  become 
a  law,  will  distribute  among  the  SUtes  about  fortj-fire 
millions  of  dollars.  Its  friends  calculate  upon  a  Ur|e 
sum.  Before  the  amendment  waa  disagreed  to,  the  bill 
would  have  distributed  eighty-seven  millions  of  dollars, 
provided  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  for  the  ensuing 
five  yeara  should  equal  what  the  friends  of  the  measure 
estimate  them  at — ^ten  millions  a  year.  I  think,  hot'- 
ever,  that  estimate  much  too  high.  Eighty-scven  m«  • 
lions  would  be  nearly  one  half  of  the  proceeds  of  all 
the  lands  now  unsold  in  the  States  and  Territories.  The 
gross  amount,  at  the  minimum  price,  has  been  estimated 
by  the  Senator  from  New  York  [Mr.  Wbisbt]  at  one 
hundred  and  eighty-seven  millions  of  dollars.  I'his  bill, 
as  It  is,  will  distribute  more  than  one  quarter  of  the 
whole  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  in  the  SUtes  and 
Territories. 

By  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  it  ap- 
pears that  there  are  in  the  SUtes  and  Territoriei 
133,397,463  acres  of  lands  surveyed  and  offered  lor 
sale,  and  which  was  unsold  on  the  30th  September  itf(i 
and  9,772,739  acres  surveyed  and  not  offered  for  sale, 
making  132,170,310  acres,  to  which  the  Indian  title  has 
been  extinguished.  There  are,  besides,  79,136,8^ 
acres,  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  not  been  extinguish- 
ed <  but  this  will  cost  nearly  as  much  ss  we  shall  get  for 
it.  The  bill,  in  its  present  form,  will  distribute  a  lar^ 
share  of  the  proceeds  of  the  entire  national  domain.  1| 
is  retrospective  in  its  operation,  and  will  distribute  sU 
the  money. raised  from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  since 
1833,  which  will  include  nearly  the  entire  balance  not 
in  the  Treasury.  The  gross  receipts  for  the  sale  of  thje 
public  lands  which  will  be  distributed,  should  this  *" 
PA88,  will  amount  to— 
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In  1833.  . 
"  1834,  . 
"  1&^5,  - 
First  quarter  of  1836, 


.  $3,967,681 

-  4,875,650 

-  15,300,000 

-  5,439,650 


Money  now  in  the  TreMury  to  be  distribu- 
ted,          $39,682,981 

Proceeds  of  nles  for  the  last  three  quarters 
of  the  year  1836,  estimated  at   -  -      8,500,000 

Prcceeda  for  1837,  estimated  at     -  -      8,500,000 


Total  amount  to  be  distributed. 


$46,683,981 


This  estimate  for  the  remainder  of  the  current  year, 
and  for  1837,  is  considerably  below  the  oalculations  of 
the  friends  of  this  measure,  as  they  consider  that  the 
sales  will  be  nearly  or  quite  at  the  rate  they  were  du- 
ring the  last  year,  when  they  exceeded  fiAeen  millions. 
But  1  have  supposed  that  the  pressure  on  the  money 
market  which  now  prevails,  and  will  be  likely  to  con- 
tinue, will  check  the  speculation  in  lands.  The  estimate, 
however,  may  be  low. 

In  a  financial  view  of  this  measure,  the  bill  before  the 
Senate  may  be  regarded  in  the  light  of  an  appropriation 
bill.  Should  it  become  a  law,  it  will  take  from  the 
Treasury  during  the  present  year,  about  thirty-seven 
millions  of  dollars.  The  first  question,  therefore,  is  the 
effect  it  will  have  on  the  finsnces,  and  whether  such  a 
sweeping  appropriation  will  not  exhaust  the  Treasury, 
and  renaer  it  difficult 4o  carry  on  the  different  branches 
of  the  public  service? 

Without  pretending  to  accuracy,  the  following  state- 
ments and  estimates  of  receipts  and  expenditures  may 
throw  some  light  on  the  subject  of  the  finances  of  the 
year: 
Money  in  the  Treasury  on  the  Ist  of  April, 

in  round  numbers,  .  .  -  $33,000,000 

Estimated  receipts  from  the  customs  for 

the  three  quarters  of  the  year  1 836,  at  the 

rate  of  eighteen  millions  for  the  year,  -  13,500,000 
Estimated  receipts  from  the  public  lands 

for  the  three  quarters  of  the  year,         -      8,500,000 


Total  revenues  of  the  year, 


-  $54»000,000 


The  Senator  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  White]  and  others 
have  estimated  the  money  now  in  the  Treasury,  and 
what  will  be  received  during  the  year,  at  seventy  mil-- 
lions.  I  do  not  understand  the  process  by  which  they 
make  so  large  a  sum,  and  am  persuaded  that  it  is  alto- 
gether an  over  estimate.  I  do  not  claim  any  accuracy 
for  the  estimate  I  have  made,  but  believe  it  will  be 
found  not  to  vary  essentially  from  the  truth.  The  cal- 
culation as  to  the  customs  is  based  on  the  assumption 
that  the  importation  of  dutiable  articles  wilt  be  equal 
the  present  year  to  the  last,  when  the  duties  on  imports 
were  ftbout  nineteen  millions.  But  by  the  compromise 
act  of  1833,  one  tenth  part  of  the  excess  of  duty  over 
twenty  per  cent,  is  taken  off,  which  will  amount  to  about 
one  million  ofdollmrs,  leaving  for  the  duties  of  the  whole 
yemr  eighteen  millions.  The  first  quarter,  it  is  true, 
has  considerably  exceeded  that  ratet  but  the  great 
amount  of  importations  the  last  quarter  of  1835,  and  the 
first  quarter  of  the  present  year,  will  be  likely  to  occa- 
sion less  importations  the  last  three  quarters  of  the  pres- 
ent year.  In  connexion  with  this  cause,  the  extreme 
pressure  on  the  money  market  in  the  commercial  cities 
must  oceasion  a  cheek  and  reaction  to  all  kinds  of  bu- 
This  cause  will  operate  still  more  forcibly  to 
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from  thirty  to  forty  per  cent,  interest,  it  can  hardly  be 
supposed  that  money  will  be  extensively  employed  in 
land  speculations.  All  revulsions  in  business  immediate- 
ly affect  the  revenue,  from  whatever  source  derived, 
and  hence  the  great  fluctuations  which  our  revenue  has 
experienced,  both  from  customs  and  the  public  lands. 
The  receipts  from  the  customs  in  1816,  were  36,306,874 
dollars;  in  1817, 26,383,348  dollars;  in  1819,  30,283«608 
dollars;  in  1830,  15,005,613  dollsrs;  and  in  1831, 
13,004,447  dollars.  The  year  1816  was  the  first  af^er 
the  war,  which  accounts  for  the  great  excess  of  import- 
ations; but  from  1817  to  1831,  a  period  of  four  years, 
the  revenue  was  diminished  more  than  one  half,  falling 
off  from  more  than  twenty-six  millions  to  thirteen  mil- 
lions. 

Speculations  in  public  lands  commenced  in  1818,  sales 
then  being  made  on  credit;  and  the  receipts  for  lands 
the  following  year  were  3,370,000  dollars;  in  1830 
they  fell  off  one  half.  In  the  years  1833  and  1834  the 
annual  receipts  were  less  than  one  million,  and  last  year 
the  sales  have  produced  more  than  fifteen  millions. 
This  has  been  the  result  of  speculations,  'which  cannot 
continue.  It  is  not  to  be  apprehended  that  the  reaction 
which  has  commenced  will  be  as  severe  or  as  protracted 
as  that  of  1819.  The  embarrassment  and  distress  then 
continued  for  three  years,  and  extended  over  the  whole 
country.  The  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  had 
exerted  a  controlling  and  pernicious  influence  In  origi- 
nating the  spirit  of  overtrading  and  specubtion,  was  also 
the  principal  instrument  in  occasioning  the  distress,  as 
it  was  compelled,  in  self-defence,  to  make  rapid  and 
forced  curtailments  of  its  loans.  From  February  to  De- 
cember it  reduced  its  loans  twelve  millions  of  dollars, 
being  nearly  one  third  of  the  whole  amount.  Of  this 
period  of  distress,  Mr.  Crawford,  in  1819,  then  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  remarked:  ''Few  instances  are 
on  record  of  sufferings  so  deep  and  extensive  as  those 
which  have  overspread  the  United  States." 

Let  us  now  examine  into  the  probable  expenditures  of 
the  present  year.  It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  appro- 
priations for  the  year  are  one  thing,  and  the  moneys  ac- 
tually drawn  from  the  Treasury  for  public  purposes  are 
another  thing. 

The  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  address- 
ed to  Congress  early  in  the  session,  contains  the  follow- 
ing estimates  as  to  the  appropriations  and  expenditures 
for  the  year  1836,  viz: 
Estimate  of  appropriations  required  for  the 

service  of  the  year  1836,  -  -  $17,515,933 

Appropriations  for    the  service  of    the 
year  1836,  made  by  former  acts  of  Con- 
gress,     -  ...  -      3,373,000 
Appropriations   not    required   for  1835, 
which  it  is  proposed  to  apply  in  aid  of 
the  service  of  1836,        -           -           -  344,707 
Existing  appropriations  which  will  be  re- 
quired to  complete  the  service  of  the 
year  1835,  and  former  years,  but  which 
will  be  expended  in  the  year 
1836,         -            -            -    $7,306,765 
Deduct    appropriations    not 
wanted,      -            -           -        475,331 

$6,831,444 


check  the  sales  of  the  public  land,  a  great  portion  of 
which,  the  last  year  and  the  first  quarter  of  the  present, 
has  been  purchased  on  speculation.  When  gocd  notes, 
as  is  said  to  be  the  case,  are  discounted  in  New  York  at 


Total  appropriations  for  1836,       -  $36,965,084 

But  the  entire  amount  of  these  appropriations  will  not 
be  actually  expended  during  the  year;  the  last  year  a 
little  over  seven  millions  were  unexpended.  It  there- 
fore will  be  reasonable  to  conclude  that  about  twenty 
millions  will  be  required  to  complete  the  service  of  1835 
and  former  years,  and  for  the  ordinary  sen'ice  of  the 
year  1836.    This  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
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upy  is  only  for  the  ordinary  service  of  the  yesr,  snd  has 
no  reference  to  the  extraordinary  expenses  of  the  Flor- 
ida Indian  war,  for  fortifications,  (except  the  ordinary 
appropriations  for  that  purpose,)  ordnance,  increase  of 
the  navy,  Indian  treaties,  or  any  other  extraordinary 
objects  of  expenditure. 

More  than  two  millions  have  already  been  appropria- 
ted for  the  expenses  of  the  Indian  war  in  Florida,  and 
as  the  hostile  Seminoles  have  not  been  subdued,  a  con- 
siderable force  must  be  kept  there  during  the  year,  as 
little  csn  be  expected  to  be  done  during  the  warm  sea- 
son. Five  millions  will  be  a  very  moderate  estimate  for 
the  expenses  of  this  war,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  they  will 
exceed  that  sum.  The  two  important  Indian  treaties  now 
before  the  Senate,  should  they  be  ratified,  will,  it  is 
understood,  require  an  expenditure  of  about  seven  and 
a  half  millions;  so  that  these  two  heads  of  extrsonVmary 
expenditure  alone  will  amount  to  twelve  and  a  half  mil- 
lions. But  there  will  be  others,  smounting  to  several 
millions,  independent  of  fortifications,  increasing  the 
navy,  and  all  other  objects  of  permanent  defence.  The 
frontiers  of  the  States  west  of  the  Mississippi  have  be- 
come much  exposed  to  Indian  hostiliiies  by  the  removal 
of  nearly  all  the  Indians  east  of  the  Mississippi  to  the 
country  west  of  those  States.  There  is  said  to  be  two 
hundred  and  forty  thousand  Indians  west  of  that  frontier. 
The  war  now  raging  in  Texas  will,  from  the  known 
character  of  the  Indians,  be  likely  to  enkindle  a  spirit  of 
hostility  among  some  of  those  tribes,  and  additional 
troops  will  be  required  for  the  defence  of  that  exposed 
frontier.  There  is,  I  understand,  a  bill  before  the  House 
providing  for  raising  a  regiment  of  draj^ns,  and  autho- 
rizing the  President  to  accept  the  services  of  companies 
of  volunteers,  not  to  exceed  ten  thousand  men,  for  the 
defence  of  the  western  frontier.  This  bill  will  probably 
become  a  law,  and  will  involve  a  considerable  expendi- 
ture, probably  not  less  than  one  or  two  millions. 

These  three  heads  of  extraordinary  expenditure  alone, 
added  to  the  ordinary  disbursements  of  the  year,  will 
make  about  thirty-four  millions  and  a  half,  which,  de- 
ducted from  fi(\y-four  millions,  the  whole  revenue  of  the 
year,  would  leave  but  nineteen  and  a  half  millions. 
What  would  be  the  situation  of  the  1'reasury,  if  this  bill 
were  to  pass?  It  would  draw  from  it  the  present  year 
about  thirty-seven  millions  and  a  half.  The  sums  given 
are  the  gross  amount,  from  which  some  deductions  are 
to  be  made.  This  would  occasion  a  deficit  of  eighteen 
millions,  without  any  appropriations  (except  the  ordi- 
nary) for  fortifications,  ordnance,  increasing  the  navy, 
or  other  permanent  objects  of  defence.  How  is  this 
deficiency  to  be  supplied  ?  There  are  but  two  ways. 
We  must  either  raise  the  duties  on  imports,  or  borrow 
the  money.  If  there  was  to  be  an  increase  of  the  cus- 
toms, it  must  be  done  by  restoring  the  duties  on  the  free 
articles,  as  the  rates  of  duties  cannot  be  interfered  with 
consistently  with  the  compromise  act  of  1833.  But  the 
mode  of  doing  it  is  not  material;  in  any  way,  it  will  be  a 
tax  on  the  country.  Will  you  distribute  the  money  now 
in  the  Treasury  among  the  States,  and  then  raise,  by 
increasing  the  taxes,  fifteen  or  twenty  millions  for  the  pub- 
lic service?  This  is  the  question  which  Congress  and 
the  country  are  called  on  to  decide.  There  can  be  no 
essential  error  in  this  statement;  for  if  the  estimate  of 
the  receipts  from  the  public  lands  should  be  too  low,  it 
would  not  vary  the  result;  for  the  whole  proceeds  of 
the  land  are  to  be  distributed.  Should  this  bill  pass,  the 
twenty-nine  millions  now  in  the  Treasury,  being  the 
amount  of  proceeds  from  the  lands  for  the  years  1833, 
1834,  1835,  and  the  first  quarter  of  the  present  year, 
would  be  distributed  to  the  States  in  instalments,  com- 
mencing in  July,  whether  there  was  a  dollar  left  in  the 
Treasuay  or  not.  Are  the  people  prepared  to  pay  tif- 
teen  or  twenty  millions  in  taxes,  for  the  sake  ot  having 


the  money  now  in  the  Treasur}',  and  which  is  wanted 
for  the  public  service,  divided  among  the  States  and 
squandered  on  works  of  internal  improvements?  All 
the  objects,  too,  for  the  more  complete  defence  of  the 
country  must  be  abandoned. 

If  the  bill  should  not  become  a  law,  there  will,  accord- 
ing to  the  estimstes  and  statements  made,  be  a  surplus 
at  the  close  of  the  year  of  about  nineteen  millions.  The 
various  public  and  private  bills  before  Congress  will 
probably  reduce  it  to  two  or  three  millions  below  that 
amount.  Are  there  no  national  purposes  to  which  this 
fund  can  be  applied  wisely  and  judiciously,  for  the  com- 
mon benefit  of  the  whole  Union  ^  Is  it  not  wanted  for 
the  more  complete  defence  of  the  country?  Is  there 
any  one,  liow«ver  averse  to  an  extensive  system  of  for- 
tifications, who  can  doubt  that  this  sum  is  wanted  for 
fortifications,  the  increase  of  the  navy,  ordnance,  and 
the  improvement  of  navy  yards?  The  question  is  not 
whether  this  sum  can  be  judiciously  and  economically 
expended  on  these  objects  this  year,  for  that  is  not 
necessary;  but  whether  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the  Union, 
whether  it  is  wise  snd  patriotic,  to  retain  this  surplus, 
now  we  have  it,  and  apply  it,  as  fast  as  it  convenienUy 
and  economically  can  be,  to  tl»e  defences  of  the  coun- 
try. On  this  question  I  should  think  there  could  be  bat 
one  opinion;  the  sum  is  less  than  one  quarter  what  has 
been  estimated  by  the  engineer  department  and  the 
navy  commissioners,  as  being  required  for  the  objects 
specified. 

On  the  subject  of  fortifications,  and  the  defence  of  the 
country  generally,  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
recently  made,  is  a  most  important  and  valuable  docu- 
ment. His  views  are  sound,  judicious,  and  practical; 
they  evince  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  subject,  and 
an  eminent  discrimination  and  judgment  in  the  applica- 
tion of  that  kmtwiedge.  He  does  not  contemplate  a 
system  of  fortifications,  for  the  protection  of  the  sea 
coast,  but  only  for  the  defence  of  certain  points,  as  the 
large  cities  and  navy  yards;  and  for  these  purposes,  he 
does  not  recommend  large  and  strong  fbrtificattoas, 
constructed  to  stand  a  regular  siege.  In  the  views  of 
the  Secretary  of  Wsr,  diflTering  somewhat  from  those  of 
the  engineer  department,  the  President  has  added  h'ts 
full  concurrence. 

The  engineer  department  have  estimated  the  expense 
for  completing  the  military  defences  of  the  United  States, 
including  fortifications,  ordnance,  arsenals,  depots,  Scc.» 
at  about  sixty-one  millions  of  dollars.  This  entimate  is 
made  upon  a  larger  and  more  comprehensive  scale  of 
fortificstions  than  the  President  and  Secretary  of  War 
reconunend.  To  complete  the  fortifications  now  under 
construction,  the  estimate  is  $11,609,444,  and  for  the 
first  class  of  new  forts,  they  estimate  $5,873,000;  and 
for  ordnance  for  the  forts,  $17,840,249.  This  is  a  sub- 
ject on  which  I  do  not  profess  to  be  competent  to  form 
any  opinion;  but  1  have  now,  as  I  alwaya  have  had,  m 
strong  aversion  to  an  extensive  system  of  fortificatiofts; 
it  does  not  seem  to  be  consistent  with  the  genius  of  our 
institutions,  and  has,  in  my  mind,  an  intimate  conncxioB 
with  a  standing  army. 

The  board  of  navy  commissioners  estimate  the  expen- 
ditures for  the  naval  purposes,  as  follows: 

For  increase  of  the  navy  snd  purchase  of  materials  fur 
preservation,  to  be  used  in  case  of  war,     -  $17,760,000 

For  ordnance  for  the  navy  •  •      1,800,000 

For  navy  yards,  ....      3,600,000 


Total, 


-   $33,160,000 


For  all  these  important  objects,  connected  with  the 
permanent  defence  of  the  country,  the  surplus  of  the 
present  year,  amounting  to  from  fifteen  to  twenty  i&i|. 
lions,  together  with  the  small  surplus  there  may  be  ihe 
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two  entuing  yetn,  cannot,  it  is  believed,  be  deemed 
more  then  a  reasonable  and  adequate  provision.  If  any 
thing  can  add  to  the  fitness  and  propriety  of  appWing 
the  present  surplus  to  the  permanent  defences  of  the 
country,  it  is  the  consideration  that  this  fund  is  not  a 
surplus  revenue,  as  seems  to  be  supposed.  Twenty- 
nine  millions^  out  of  the  thirty-two  m  the  Treasury, 
have  been  received  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  the 
last  three  years,  and  twenty  roillions  during  the  past 
year  and  the  first  Quarter  of  the  present  year.  This 
fund  has  not  aocruea  as  a  revenue,  but  from  the  sale  of 
Che  public  property— the  sate  of  the  national  donMin,  the 
roott  valuable  inheritance  that  any  nation  ever  possessed, 
and  which  is  rapidly  wasting  away.  Is  there  not  a 
peculiar  fitness  and  propriety  that  this  fund  should  be 
reinvested  in  permanent  works  for  the  common  benefit 
and  security  of  the  whole  country? 

Mr.  President,  the  most  important  view  of  this  subject 
still  remains.  This  must  be  regarded  as  a  bill  for  the 
sequestration  of  the  public  lands,  and  the  division  of 
them,  in  whole  or  in  part,  among  the  States,  and  of 
course  withdrawing  this  branch  of  revenue  from  the 
Government  of  the  Union.  Looking  at  this  measure  in 
this  light,  it  is  one  of  the  highest  importance,  not  so 
much  in  a  financial  point  of  view,  as  from  its  political 
bearings  and  influence.  What  may  be  the  effects  of  a 
measure,  resting  on  principles  so  new  and  dangerous, 
no  one  can  foresee;  but  that  its  operation  might  be  to 
change  our  political  system,  is  perfectly  clear  to  my 
mind,  lliis  measure  hss  been  attempted  to  be  support- 
ed on  two  grounds,  neither  of  which,  it  is  believed,  can 
be  sustained: 

Ist.  That  it  is  constitutional,  just,  and  expedient  to 
divide  the  public  lands  among  the  States  on  general 
principles  and  without  any  reference  to  the  present  state 
of  the  Treasury;  and 

2d.  That  it  is  proper,  as  a  temporary  measure  to  re- 
lieve the  country  from  the  evils  of  a  redundant  Treasu- 
ry, by  disposing  of  a  surplus  which  is  not  wanted  for  the 
uses  of  the  federsl  Government. 

In  relation  to  the  last  ground,  it  is  sufficient  to  say, 
that  it  is  not  true  in  point  of  fact.  There  is  no  such  sur- 
plus as  this  argument  presupposes;  and  no  surplus  at 
all,  which  is  not  wanted  for  constitutional,  legitimate, 
and  highly  useful  objects,  pertaining  to  the  Government 
of  the  Union.  1  have  already  examined  this  question, 
and  endeavored  to  show  that  the  surplus  at  the  end  of 
the  present  year  woukl  not  exceed  twenty  millions,  and 
would,  in  all  probability,  fall  short  of  that  sum;  which, 
upon  the  most  moderate  scale  of  providing  for  the  more 
complete  defence  of  the  country,  would  be  wanted  for 
that  object,  and  no  doubt  comnderably  more. 

But,  if  there  was  a  surplus,  a  distribution  of  it  among 
the  States  would  not  be  the  proper  remedy.  It  would 
be  unwarrantable  to  attempt  to  remove  a  temporary  evil 
by  a  measure  resting  on  a  new  and  dangerous  principle. 
If  there  is  an  excess  of  revenue,  which  has,  and  is  to 
continue  to  accumulate  in  our  Treasury,  the  rightful  and 
proper  remedy  is  to  remove  the  cause,  to  reduce  the 
revenue.  Stop  the  money  from  flowing  into  your  Treas- 
ury, and  it  will  tlien  distribute  itself  among  the  people, 
which  is  the  only  just  and  constitutional  distribution. 
Thb  will  be  the  only  just  distribution,  because  it  will 
distribute  the  money  not  wsnted  for  the  purposes  of  this 
Government  among  the  people,  and  in  the  exact  pro- 
portiona  which  they  contribute  towards  the  taxes. 

It  ia  true  the  present  surplus  has  mainly  accrued  from 
the  sales  of  the  public  hinds;  but  it  is  within  the  power, 
and  it  is  the  solemn  duty  of  Congress,  so  to  shape  their 
legislation  as  to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  more 
money  in  the  Treasury  than  is  required  for  the  consti- 
tutional purposes  of  this  Government.  And  it  is  our 
duty  so  to  reguhite  and  restrict  the  sale  of  the  public 
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lands,  or  so  to  reduce  the  customs,  as  to  avoid  a  surplus. 
Nothing  can  be  more  unjustifiable,  or  a  greater  abuse  of 
legislation,  than  to  draw  moreSnoney  from  the  people 
than  is  wanted  for  public  purposes,  whether  by  taxation 
or  the  sale  of  the  public  property.     The  accumulation 
of  revenue  last  year  was  an  extraordinary  result  from 
speculations  in  the  public  lands,  which  cannot  continue. 
Still  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  money  re- 
ceived from  this  source,  whilst  the  imposts  are  at  their 
present  amount,  will,  for  several  years,  occasion  some 
excess  in  the  revenue.     And  as  the  tariff  act  of  1833 
prevents  any  essential  change  in  the  customs  for  several 
years,  it  sppears  to  be  necessary  that  there  ahould  be 
some  further  legislation  calculated  to  regulate  and  limit 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands.    There  are  other  than 
financial  reasons  in  favor  of  such  a  measure.    The  na- 
tional domain  ought  to  be  preserved  for  actual  settlers 
for  generations  to  come.     What  is  not  wanted  for  actual 
settlement  should  be  held  by  the  Government,  espe- 
cially when  we  have  no  occasion  for  the  revenue  derived 
from  the  sale  of  it.     As  long  as  it  is  held  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, the  same  advantages  of  emigration  and  settle- 
ment on  the  uncultivsted  lands,  as  are  now  enjoyed,  will 
extend  to  future  generations.     These  advantages  are  of 
great  importance  to  the  whole  country,  being  a  sure  re- 
source for  the  disappointed,  the  unfortunate  in  the  old 
States,  and  all  who  have  not  the  means  to  acquire  an  in- 
terest in  the  soil  in  the  older  settlements  in  the  Union. 
In  the  unsettled  Isnds,  the  vast  extent  of  the  public  do- 
main, every  individual  who  is  so  disposed,  however  lim- 
ited his  means,  can  acquire  an  interest  in  the  soil  and 
become  a  freeholder.     But  if  these  lands  are  suffered  to 
go  into  the  hands  of  speculators  and  capitalists,  at  the 
rate  they  have  the  last  year,  the  actual  settlers  will  have 
to  purchase  of  individuals  instead  of  the  United  States, 
and  may  be  compelled  to  pay  ten  dollars  per  acre  for 
lands  they  can  now  get  at  one  and  a  quarter.     The  capi- 
talists of  the  country  should  not  be  suffered  to  monopo- 
lize the  national  domain,  and  thus  interpose  themselves 
between  the  Government  and  the  actual  settler.   A  law, 
properly  guarded,   confining  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  to  actual  settlers,  appears  to  he  demanded  by  the 
highest  considerations.    With  a  view  merely  to  regulate 
the  revenue,  the  law  might  provide  the  maximum  be- 
yond which  sales  should  not  be  made  in  one  year.     As 
the  matter  now  stands,  no  calculation  can  be  made  on 
this  branch  of  revenue,  as  the  receipts  within  a  few 
years  have  varied  from  one  million  to  fifteen  millions^ 
and  the  first  quarter  of  the  present  year  they  have  been 
at  the  rate  of  twenty  millions. 

Mr.  President,  I  will  now  proceed  to  mske  some  re- 
marks on  the  main  question  presented  by  this  bill,  which 
is,  the  constitutionality,  justice,  and  expediency  of  divid- 
ing the  public  lands  smong  the  States.  This  measure  is 
too  important,  and  rests  on  a  principle  too  novel  and  dan- 
gerous, to  be  sustained  by  any  temporary  reasons,  or  any 
other  conditions,  than  that  it  is  constitutional,  right,  just, 
safe,  and  proper,  to  divide  the  public  domain  or  the  pro- 
ceeds of  it  among  the  States,  and  take  away  this  branch 
of  revenue  from  the  federal  Government. 

Before  considering  the  objections  to  this  measure,  let 
me  ask  what  are  its  advantages?  It  is  claimed,  in  the 
first  place,  that  by  taking  the  money  now  in  the  deposite 
banks,  and  dividing  it  among  the  States,  it  will  be  put  in 
circulation,  and  thus  relieve  the  present  pressure  on  the 
money  market.  This  advantage  would  be  temporary, 
and  of  little  importance.  If  true;  but  the  effect  of  the 
distribution  would  be  directly  the  opposite.  The  banks, 
if  called  on  to  pay  the  money,  would  have  to  press  their 
debtors,  which  would  incresse  the  distress;  whilst  the 
money,  when  distributed,  would  be  withdrawn  from  use 
for  several  months,  as  the  Legpslatures  of  the  States 
would  have  to  be  convened  before  any  disposition  could 
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be  made  of  it.    But  this  matter,  being  entirely  tempora- 
ry,  is  of  little  moment. 

The  main  benefit  calciilated  upon,  from  the  measure, 
it  to  increase  the  resources  of  the  States.  As  the  bill 
was  first  introduced,  it  directed  the  application  of  the 
money  either  to  internal  improTcments  or  education.  As 
it  now  is,  it  may  be  applied  to  any  purpose  whatever, 
and  will  be  entirely  subject  to  the  disposal  of  the  State 
Legislatures.  They  can  apply  it  to  their  ordinary  ex- 
penses, if  BO  disposed.  It  ts  to  be  presumed,  however, 
that  in  general  it  will  be  applied  to  works  of  internal 
improvements,  and  this  may  be  regarded  as  the  object 
of  the  bill.  It  is  to  provide  for  carrying  on  internal  im- 
provements by  the  funds  of  this  Government,  through 
the  agency  of  the  States.  It  is  attempting  to  do  indi- 
rectly what  it  is  now  admitted  we  cannot  do  directly. 
What  will  be  the  effect  of  the  sudden  application  of 
nearly  fifty  millions  of  dollars  to  objects  of  this  descrip- 
tion? Will  it  not  give  an  undue  and  dangerous  impulse 
to  the  spirit  of  internal  improvement?  and  does  not  that 
spirit  now  require  rather  to  be  checked  than  stimulated 
into  greater  activity?  What  will  be  the  eflTect  on  the 
business  of  the  country  of  withdrawing  so  large  a  capi- 
tal from  other  pursuits,  to  be  invested  in  railroads  and 
canals?  And  this  must  be  the  result,  as  the  funds  of 
the  Government  are  loaned  out  to  individuals,  who  are 
employing  them  In  the  various  departments  of  useful 
business;  and  they  must  be  collected  in,  when  the  banks 
are  required  to  pay  over  the  money.  It  is  an  error  to 
suppose  that  those  funds  are  in  the  deposite  banks. 
They  are  in  the  hands  of  individuals,  and,  should  this 
bill  pass,  must  be  withdrawn  from  the  debtors  of  the 
banks,  and  of  course  withdrawn  from  those  branches  of 
business  in  which  they  are  now  employed.  Would  nut 
the  great  interests  of  the  country  suffer,  by  withdraw- 
ing so  large  a  capital  from  them,  and  investing  it  in  canals 
and  railroads? 

Would  not  this  sudden  impulse  to  internal  improve- 
ment be  likely  to  involve  the  States  in  extravagant  and 
ruinous  projects?  A  considerable  portion  of  the  works 
of  this^  kind  are  of  little  or  no  value.  The  principal 
canal  in  my  own  State,  continued  by  another  in  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  both  of  which  have  cost  nearly 
one  million  of  dollars,  is  of  no  value.  Many  in  other 
States  are  of  a  similar  character.  It  would  seem  that 
the  moneys  expended  by  the  Government  of  the  Union 
on  canals  and  roads  should  admonish  us  against  wasting 
the  resources  of  the  country  on  unimportant  objects  of 
this  kind.  Congress  has  appropriated  nearly  ten  mil- 
lions of  dollars  to  roads  and  canals;  about  six  millions  on 
the  Cumberland  road{  one  million  on  the  Delaware  and 
Chesapeake  canal;  one  million  on  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  canal;  half  a  million  on  the  Dismal  Swamp 
canal;  and  some  others.  What  return  has  ever  been 
received  for  these  vast  expenditures?  and  what  is  the 
value  of  these  expenditures?  and  what  is  the  value  of 
the  stock  of  these  canals?  A  bill  is  now  pending  for 
the  assumption  of  the  Dutch  loan,  due  by  the  cities  in 
this  District,  making  about  two  millions  more  on  ac- 
count of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal. 

How  will  the  States  apply  these  funds?  Some  of 
them  are  constructing  works  in  behalf  of  the  State,  and 
will  probably  apply  them  in  that  way;  but  most  of  the 
States  will  invest  the  money  in  subscriptions  to  stock  in 
corporations,  and  thus  increase  the  power  and  influence 
of  these  dangerous  monopolies. 

Railroads  are  at  this  time  the  most  popular  kind  of  in- 
ternal improvements,  and  when  constructed  by  corpora- 
tions, with  the  chartered  privileges  which  have  been 
conferred  on  them  in  the  eastern  States,  are  the  most 
dangerous  monopolies  which  have  ever  been  permitted 
to  exist  in  a  free  country.  They  are  merely  private 
ways,  and  no  person  can  use  them,  or  pass  over  them, 


Without  the  consent  of  the  companv.  They  are  allow- 
ed to  fix  their  own  rate  of  tolls,  whilst  their  advanUges 
enable  them  to  destroy  all  competition  by  stage  linet,  or 
other  means  of  conveyance.  Like  all  other  monopolies, 
their  advantages,  whatever  they  may  be,  are  enjoyed 
exclusively  by  the  company.  They  are  little  or  no  ben- 
efit to  the  public,  whilst  they  are  a  serious  injury  to  the 
agricultural  class,  by  throwing  out  of  employment  the 
great  number  of  horses  now  used  in  stages,  and  other 
modes  of  conveyance,  and  destroying  the  market  which 
was  thus  created  for  the  products  of  farms. 

It  may  be  laid  down  as  a  general  truth,  that  neither 
railroads  nor  canals  are  of  general  utility  and  advantage 
to  the  country,  except  where  they  tend  to  rsJsc  the 
price  of  the  products  of  agriculturo  or  increase  the  de- 
mand for  labor.  And  these  resulU  arc  only  produced 
by  such  canals  or  railroads  as  open  a  market,  by  supply- 
ing cheaper  and  better  facilities  of  conveyance  to  por- 
tions of  country  which  were  deprived  of  one.  In  tH 
other  cases,  railroads  and  canals  are  of  no  genersl  utili- 
ty, and  add  nothing  to  the  common  prosperity.  Their 
advantages  are  confined  to  a  very  small  class,  whilst 
their  disadvantages  afTect  a  very  numerous  clsss.  The 
fallacy  of  these,  and  all  other  expedients  for  advancing 
the  prosperity  of  the  country,  by  any  other  rocsns  thsn 
by  increasing  and  giving  greater  scope  to  its  industry, 
must  soon  become  manifest.  Is  it  right  and  just  to  ux 
the  people  for  objects  of  this  kind?  or  to  apply  the 
funds  of  the  whole  people  to  purposes  which  can  be 
beneficial  only  to  a  few,  and  those  the  wealthy  clsssesf 

But  ft  is  alleged,  as  another  advantage  of  this  messurr, 
that  it  will  settle  the  long  agitated  question  of  internal 
improvement  as  relates  to  this  Government,  will  quiet 
the  public  mind,  and  strengthen  the  Union.  I  cannot 
concur  in  this  opinion.  Is  it  to  be  supposed  that  this 
question  is  to  be  settled  by  agitating  it  in  a  new  and 
more  dangerous  form?  What  is  this  but  the  old  qu^ 
tion  of  internal  improvement  in  a  new  and  disguised 
form,  and  therefore  the  more  dangerous/ 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clat]  says  the 
West  will  not  long  submit  to  have  all  the  public  mosey 
expended  on  the  seaboard.  Sir,  this  is  a  slander  on  the 
Weat.  Will  the  people  of  the  western  States  wish  to 
see  the  constitution  violated,  or  any  dangerous  princi- 
ples introduced  into  the  Government,  to  secure  wM 
they  may  conceive  to  be  an  equal  participation  in  the 
advanUges  of  the  expenditurea  of  the  public  money?  < 
I  do  not  believe  it;  the  eentleman  does  great  injustice 
to  that  patriotic  portion  of  the  Union.  I,  as  a  ciusen  of 
the  East,  and  a  representative  of  an  eastern  State,  wiH 
defend  the  West  against  this  unworthy  imputation.  No* 
ther  can  I  admit  the  justice  of  this  complaint;  the  West 
have  their  share  of  the  public  advantages.  The  dis- 
bursements in  relation  to  the  public  lands,  and  the  nu- 
merous grants  which  have  been  made  of  them  for  the 
purposes  of  education  and  internal  improvements,  are 
at  least  equivalent  to  all  the  benefits  enjoyed  by  the  p^ 
pie  in  the  Atlantic  States  from  the  disbursements  of  the 
Government.  It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  the  public 
money  expended  at  any  place  is  essentially  beneficial  to 
the  contiguous  population.  The  auppliea  and  proyttij 
purchased  may  come  from  a  distant  part  of  the  Union. 

But  whilst  the  advantages  of  this  measure,  either  (o 
the  States  or  the  Union,  are  of  a  doubtful  character,  the 
objections  to  it  are  of  the  most  serious  kind.  The  nm 
difficulty  is  the  very  great  doubt  as  to  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  make  auch  a  disposition  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  landa.  With  the  exception  of  Louisiana  and  Flo- 
rida, these  lands  were  ceded  by  aeveral  of  the  States  to 
the  United  States,  and  the  rights  and  powers  of  this  Gov- 
ernment over  them  were  derived  from  those  ccssim 
which  have  been  confirmed  by  the  constitution.  We 
must  then  look  not  only  to  the  terms  and  conditions  o* 
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the  i^nnU,  but  to  the  circumstances  and  purposes  for 
which  thejr  were  made.  The  United  States  were  carry- 
ing on  a  war,  and  had  become  deeply  invoWed  in  debt; 
they  had  the  civil  and  military  expenses  of  a  Govern- 
ment to  meet,  whilst  they  were  destitute  oF  revenue,  and 
had  no  power  to  raise  one  dollar,  either  by  direct  or  in- 
direct taxation.  Their  only  reliance  under  the  confed- 
eration was  upon  requisitions  on  the  States.  Some  of 
the  States  possessed  extensive  tracts  of  waste  lands, 
whikt  others  possessed  nonet  and  the  latter  contended 
that  these  lands  ought  to  be  ceded  to  the  confederation, 
for  the  security  of  the  public  creditors,  and  as  a  common 
fund  for  the  benefit  of  the  Union. 

Maryland  and  Rhode  Island  had  refused  to  join  in  the 
confederation  on  the  ground  of  this  complaint.  The 
Congress  had  repeatedly  urged  the  States  to  cede  their 
lands  to  the  confederacy,  and  in  October,  1780,  adopted 
a  resolution  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract: 

"lUiohedt  That  the  unappropriated  lands  thst  may 
be  ceded*  or  relinquished  to  the  United  States  by  any 
particular  State,  pursuant  to  the  recommendation  of 
Congress  of  the  6th  of  September  last,  shall  be  disposed 
of  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  United  States,  and  be 
settled  and  formed  into  distinct  republican  States*  which 
shall  become  members  of  the  federal  Union,  and  have 
the  same  rights  of  sovereignty*  freedom,  and  indepen- 
dence, as  the  other  Slates; 

■<  That  the  said  lands  shall  be  granted  or  settled  at 
such  times*  and  under  such  regulations,  as  shall  here- 
after be  agreed  on  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, or  any  nine  or  more  of  them." 

The  grants  of  the  several  States  were  made  in  pursu- 
ance of  this  resolution  of  Congress,  and  all  refer  to  it; 
and  this  resolution  shows  what  was  the  intention  and  ob- 
ject of  Congress.  It  proves  that  the  Congress  had  two 
objects  in  view  in  obtaining  the  cessions  from  the  States: 
one  to  promote  the  settlement  of  the  territory  and  the 
formation  of  States  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union;  the 
other,  the  disposal  of  the  lands  for  the  common  benefit 
of  the  United  States;  not  for  the  common  benefit  of  the 
several  States,  or  the  States  in  their  separate  and  sove- 
reign capacity,  but  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  in  their 
confederate  capacity. 

In  pursuance  of  the  aforesaid  resolution  of  Congress, 
the  State  of  New  York  passed  an  act  authorizing  the 
cesnon  of  its  lands.  The  following  extract  from  the  pre- 
amble explains  the  object: 

*' Whereas  nothing  under  Divine  Providence  can  more 
effectually  contribute  to  the  tranquillity  and  safety  of 
the  United  States  of  America  than  a  federal  alliance  on 
such  liberal  principles  as  will  give  satisfaction  to  its  re- 
spective members;  and  whereas  the  articles  of  confede- 
ration and  perpetual  union,  recommended  by  the  hon- 
orable Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America,  have 
not  proved  acceptable  to  all  the  States,  it  having  been 
conceived  that  a  portion  of  the' waste  and  uncultivated 
territory  within  the  limits  or  claims  of  certain  States 
ought  to  be  appropriated  ss  a  common  fund  fur  the  ex- 
penses of  the  war;  and  the  people  of  the  State  of  New 
York  being,  on  all  occasions,  disposed  to  manifest  their 
regard  for  their  sister  States,  and  their  earnest  desire  to 
promote  the  general  interest  and  security,  and  more  es- 
pecially to  accelerate  the  federal  alliance,  by  removing, 
as  fiir  as  it  depends  upon  them,  the  beforementioned  im- 
pediment to  its  finiil  accomplishment." 

Here  it  is  expressly  stated  that  the  object  of  the  ces- 
sion was  to  appropriate  the  lands  as  a  common  fund  for 
the  expenses  of  the  war,  which  is  wholly  incompatible 
with  the  idea  that  they  were  to  be  a  common  fund  to  be 
divided  among  the  States,  or  for  the  benefit  of  the 
States,  in  their  several  capacities. 

The  act  of  cesnon  of  Virginia  provides  <*that  all  the 
lands  uitbin  the  territory  so  ceded  to  the  United  States 


shall  be  considered  as  a  common  fund  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  such  of  the  United  States  as  have  become,  or 
shall  become,  members  of  the  confederation  or  federal 
alliance  of  the  said  States,  Virginia  inclusive,  according 
to  their  respective  proportions  in  the  general  charge  and 
expenditure,  and  shall  be  faithfully  and  bona  fide  dis- 
posed of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  pur- 
pose whatsoever." 

The  act  of  cession  of  Massachusetts  provides  that  the 
lands  were  to  be  '*  ceded  or  relinquished  to  the  United 
States,  to  be  disposed  of  for  the  common  benefit  of  the 
same,  axreeably  to  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  October 
10,  1780."  Connecticut  * 'released  and  ceded  her  right 
of  jurisdiction  and  soil  to  the  country  one  hundred  and 
twenty  miles  west  of  the  western  boundary  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  the  United  States  in  Congress,  for  the  common 
use  and  benefit  of  said  States,  Connecticut  included." 
The  cession  of  Georgia  provides  "that  the  lands  con- 
veyed shall  be  considered  as  a  common  fund  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  the  United  States,  Georgia  included,  and 
shall  be  faithfully  disposed  of  for  that  purpose,  and  for 
no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever." 

Whether,  therefore,  we  regard  the  situation  of  the 
States  at  the  time,  and  the  object  of  the  cessions,  as  ap- 
parent from  the  circumstances  under  which  they  were 
made,  or  the  language  of  the  acts  of  cession,  it  appears 
perfectly  clear  that  those  lands,  so  far  as  the  right  of 
property  was  concerned,  were  vested  in  the  United 
States,  or  such  of  them  as  had  joined  the  confederacy, 
and  were  to  constitute  a  common  fund,  for  the  benefit 
of  such  States,  in  their  federative  capacity,  and  not  in 
their  separate  capacity,  as  independent  sovereignties. 
The  Stales  were  to  share  in  this  fund,  in  proportion  to 
the  general  charge  of  expenditure,  as  apportioned  by 
Congress  among  the  States.  So  far  as  the  expenses  of 
the  confederacy  could  be  defrayed  from  the  proceeds  of 
these  lands,  the  requisitions  upon  the  States  were  to  that 
extent  diminished,  and  in  the  same  proportion  as  the 
States  were  assessed.  But  the  rule  of  apportionment 
adopted  in  this  bill  is  entirely  different  from  that  prescrib- 
ed in  the  grant  of  Virginia.  The  bill  assumes  as  a  rule 
the  federal  population,  which  is  a  principle  of  political 
power,  compounded  of  free  and  slave  population.  The 
rule  adopted  by  Virginia  was  that  of  the  general  charge 
and  expenditure  as  established  by  the  articles  of  confed- 
eration, which  provided  "That  all  charges  of  war,  and 
all  other  expenses  that  shall  be  incurred  for  the  common 
defence  or  general  welfare,  and  allowed  by  the  United 
Slates  in  Congress  assembled,  shall  be  defrayed  out  of 
a  common  Treasury,  which  shall  be  supplied  by  the  sev- 
eral States,  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  all  land  within 
each  State,  granted  to  or  surveyed  for  any  person,  as 
such  land,  and  the  buildings  and  improvements  thereon, 
shall  be  estimated  according  to  such  modes  as  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled  shall  from  time  to  time  di- 
rect and  appoint."  If  there  was  any  authority  for  a  divi- 
sion of  the  proceeds  of  the  lands  among  the  States,  this 
bill  has  departed  from  the  rule  laid  down  in  the  cession 
of  Virginis,  and  assumed  a  principle  then  wholly  un- 
known. The  language  of  the  Virginia  grant  is  very 
strong  and  guarded;  and  it  not  only  provides  that  the 
lands  shall  be  a  common  fund  for  the  United  States,  but 
adds  that  "  they  shall  be  faithfully  and  bona  fide  disposed 
of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose 
whatsoever."  They  were  not  to  be  disposed  of  for  the 
benefit  of  the  several  States,  but  for  that  of  the  United 
States,  or  the  confederacy,  which,  under  the  confedera- 
tion, was  regarded  as  the  general  Government,  with  heavy 
charges  upon  it,  and  then  carrying  on  a  war.  Accord- 
ing to  the  express  terms  of  the  Virginia  and  Georgia 
grants,  this  fund  could  be  applied  to  no  other  pur- 
pose whatsoever  than  the  benefit  of  the  confederacy. 
The  intention  of  the  grants  was  to  proyide  a  fund  for  the 
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confederacy,  not  for  the  States,  which,  poiseaeing  the 
power  of  taxation,  could  provide  for  themselves. 

It  has  been  contended  that  the  clause  "  Virginia  inclu- 
sive," proves  that  the  fund  was  held  in  trust  for  the 
States{  but  there  is  no  just  foundation  for  this  argument, 
as  that  clause  was  evidently  inserted  only  from  abundant 
caution,  to  secure  to  the  granting  States  their  share  in 
the  benefits  of  the  fund,  when  applied  to  the  purposes 
of  the  confederacy,  and  which  would  diminish  the  re- 
quisitions to  be  made  upon  the  States.  These  cessions 
were  confirmed  by  the  constitution,  with  their  conditions. 

The  Senator  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Whitb]  has  refer- 
red to  the  opinions  of  the  President  as  to  the  power  of 
Congress,  expressed  in  his  annual  message  in  1830,  re- 
garding a  division  of  the  surplus  revenue  among  the 
States.  But  the  President  then  suggests  doubts  as  to 
the  power  of  Congress;  and  in  his  veto  message  he  says: 
'*  The  constitution  of  the  United  States  did  not  delegate 
to  Congress  the  power  to  abrogate  these  compacts.  On 
the  contrary,  by  declaring  that  nothing  in  it  shall  be  so 
construed  as  to  prejudice  any  claims  of  the  United  States, 
or  of  any  particular  State,  it  virtually  provides  that  these 
compacts,  and  the  rights  they  secure,  shall  remain  un- 
touched by  the  legislative  power,  which  shall  only  *'make 
all  needful  rules  and  regulations*'  for  carrying  them  into 
effect.  All  beyond  this  would  seem  to  be  an  assump- 
tion of  undelegated  power. 

These  ancient  compacts  are  invaluable  monuments  of 
an  age  uf  virtue,  patriotism,  and  disinterestedness. 
They  exhibit  the  price  that  great  States,  which  had  won 
liberty,  were  willing  to  pay  foi  that  union,  without  which, 
they  plainly  saw,  it  could  not  be  preserved. 

Considering  these  lands  as  vested  in  the  United  States, 
and  appropriated  to  the  uses  and  purposes  of  the  Union, 
by  the  original  grants,  and  which  were  confirmed  in  the 
formation  of  the  present  system  of  government,  will  it 
not  be  inconsistent  with  the  grants  to  divide  the  fund 
arising  from  the  sale  of  them  among  the  SUtes? 

The  federal  Government  possesses  two  means  of  rais- 
ing a  revenue,  both  of  which  were  derived  from  the 
States.  The  first  is  the  public  lands  or  domain)  the  se- 
cond, the  power  of  levying  and  collecting  taxes,  both 
direct  and  indirect.  I^he  power  of  levying  taxes,  like 
all  other  powers  of  this  Government,  is  specific  and 
limited;  it  is  in  its  very  terms  confined  to  the  purposes 
of  the  Union:  to  paying  the  debts  and  providing  for  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  United 
States.  And  if  the  language  of  that  particular  grant  was 
not  so  limited,  it  could  receive  no  greater  extension,  as 
that  would  be  incompatible  with  the  theory  and  struc- 
ture of  the  Government.  The  Government  of  the  Union 
was  established  for  certain  specific  purposes  and  objects, 
defined  in  the  grant  of  its  powers;  and  the  power  to  levy 
and  collect  taxes  must  be  co-extensive  with  those  pur* 
poses,  and  can  extend  no  further.  To  mainUin  that 
Congress  can  raise  a  revenue  for  purposes  beyond  the 
sphere  of  its  action,  is  a  most  preposterous  and  alarming 
proposition.  If  you  step  one  inch  beyond  that  boundary, 
there  is  no  limit  to  the  taxing  power;  and  it  might  be  so 
exercised  as  to  annihilate  the  States. 

Considering  the  taxing  power  as  confined  to  purposes 
distinctly  federal,  it  cannot  be  exercised,  even  for  those 
purposes,  except  in  connexion  with  the  other  source  of 
revenue — that  derived  from  the  public  lands.  They  were 
both  conferred  by  the  States  on  the  Union,  and  for  the 
same  purposes;  and  the  taxing  power  cannot  be  right- 
fully resorted  to,  except  to  supply  the  deficiency  there 
may  be  in  the  revenue  derived  from  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
lie  lands. 

To  dispose  of  the  revenue  accruiner  from  tlie  sales  of 
the  public  lands  upon  objects  not  tederal,  not  within 
the  action  of  this  Government,  and  then  supply  the  de- 
ficiency by  taxes,  would  be  a  most  palpable  abuse  of  the 
taxing  power. 


The  power  of  taxation  excited  more  alarm  and  occa- 
sioned a  more  determined  resistance  than  any  other  in 
the  constitution t  it  was  the  point  against  which  that  dis- 
tinguished champion  of  popular  rights,  Patrick  Henry, 
directed  his  powerful  eloquence. 

This  bill  will  withdraw  one  entire  branch  of  the  pub- 
lic revenue,  and  of  course  throw  all  the  expenses  of  this 
Government  on  to  the  other.  It  is  true  it  is  limited  to 
five  years,  but  the  principle  leads  to  this  resuh;  and, 
when  once  adopted,  it  will  he  acted  on  from  time  to 
time.  The  great  champion  of  this  measure  admits  that 
this  will  probably  be  the  case,  aad  says  it  is  the  greatest 
recommendation  of  the  bill. 

Why  shall  this  Government  tax  the  people  to  raise 
money  to  distribute  among  the  States.^  Will  the  people 
or  the  States  be  benefited  by  this  operation?  And  what 
will  be  its  influence  on  our  institutions  and  the  relations 
between  the  States  and  the  Union?  Would  not  such  a 
principle  reverse  the  order  of  things,  and  change  the 
very  system  of  the  Government?  The  States  pdssess  the 
primary  taxing  power;  they  have  conferred  on  this  Gov- 
ernment a  special,  limited  power  of  taxation,  for  certain 
specific  purposes,  enumerated  in  the  constitution.  But 
if  Congress  shall  raise  taxes  not  only  for  the  purposes 
of  this  Government,  but  also  for  those  of  the  States,  it 
will  engross  the  entire  taxing  po«er  reserved  to  the 
States. 

What  would  be  the  inevitable  eflfeet  of  such  a  principle 
upon  the  States?  Would  it  not  be  a  fatal  blow  to  their 
independence?  Would  it  not  have  a  nnore  direct  ten- 
dency towards  consolidation  than  any  other,  or  all  otiier 
measures  ever  yet  adopted?  Would  it  not  accustom  the 
States  to  depend  on  this  Government  for  their  revenues, 
and  even  for  their  ordinary  expenditures?  And  is  it 
supposed  that  one  community  can  be  dependant  on 
another  for  its  expenditure^  without  gradually  losing  its 
independence  and  sinking  into  degrsdation?  It  is  im- 
possible. Would  not  the  influence  of  this  measure  be 
the  most  pernicious  and  corrupting  in  the  Legialatores 
of  the  States,  and  even  on  public  sentiment  among  the 
people?  This  scheme  of  distribution  is  already  pressed 
into  the  service  of  electioneering,  and  has  been  ao  used 
during  the  late  election  in  the  State  I  have  the  honor,  in 
part,  to  represent.  The  people  have  thus  far  resisted 
Its  seductive  influence,  and  maintained  their  integrity: 
how  long  they  may  be  able  to  do  it,  remaina  to  be  known. 

The  suggestions  of  the  President,  in  his  veto  message, 
in  regard  to  the  effect  of  this  distribution  scheme  on  the 
interests,  the  political  rights,  and  the  independence  of 
the  States,  are  deserving  the  roost  profound  considera- 
tion. I  will  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  some  parts 
of  this  message. 

'*  ft  appears  to  me  that  a  more  direct  road  to  consoli- 
dation cannot  be  devised.  Money  is  power,  and  in  that 
Government  which  pays  sll  the  public  officers  of  the 
States  will  all  political  power  be  substantially  concen- 
trated. Tlie  State  Governments,  if  Governments  they 
might  be  called,  would  lose  all  their  independence  and 
dignity.  The  economy  which  now  distinguishes  them, 
would  be  converted  into  a  profusion  limited  only  by  the 
extent  of  the  supply. 

"  Bein^  the  dependants  of  the  general  Government, 
and  lookmg  to  its  Treasury  as  the  source  of  all  their 
emoluments,  the  State  ofliicers,  under  whatever  names 
they  might  pass,  and  by  whatever  forms  their  duties 
rotglii  be  prescribed,  would,  in  effect,  be  the  mere  sti- 
pendiaries and  instruments  of  the  central  power. 

*<  I  am  quite  sure  the  intelligent  people  of  our  several 
States  will  be  satisfied,  on  a  little  reflection,  that  it  is 
neither  wise  nor  safe  to  release  the  members  of  their  lo- 
cal Legislatures  from  the  responsibility  of  levying  the 
taxes  necessary  to  support  their  State  Governments,  and 
vest  it  in  Congressy  over  most  of  whose  members  they 


1337 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1338 


Apbii.  28,  Xa36.] 


Land  BiU. 


[SlHATB. 


have  no  control.  They  will  not  think  it  expedient  th»t 
Congrets  sliall  be  the  tax-gatherer  and  paymaster  of 
their  State  Governmentf,  and  thus  amalgamate  all  their 
officers  into  one  mass  of  common  interest  and  common 
feeling.  It  ia  too  obvious  that  such  a  course  would  sub- 
?ert  our  well-balanced  system  of  government,  and  uUi- 
mately  deprive  ua  of  all  the  blessings  now  derived  from 
our  happy  Union. 

"It  is  difficult  to  perceive  what  advantages  would  ac- 
crue to  the  old  States  or  the  new,  from  the  system  of 
distribution  which  this  bill  proposes,  if  it  was  otherwise 
unobjectionable.  It  requires  no  argument  to  prove  that 
if  three  millions  of  dollars  a  year,  or  any  other  sum,  shall 
be  taken  out  of  the  Treasury  by  this  bill  for  distribution, 
it  must  be  replaced  by  the  same  sum  collected  from  the 
people  through  some  other  means.  The  old  States  will 
receive  annually  a  sum  of  money  from  the  Treasury,  but 
they  will  pay  in  a  large  sum,  together  with  the  ex- 
penses of  collection  and  distribution.  It  is  only  their 
proportion  of  seven-eighths  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 
which  they  are  to  receive,  but  they  must  pay  their  due 
proportion  of  the  whole.  Disguise  it  as  we  may,  the 
bill  proposes  to  them  a  dead  loss  in  the  ratio  of  eight  to 
seven,  in  addition  to  expenses  and  other  incidental  losses. 
This  assertion  is  not  the  less  true,  because  it  may  not  at 
6rst  be  palpable.  Their  receipts  will  be  in  large  sums, 
but  their  payments  in  small  ones.  The  Governments  of 
the  States  will  receive  seven  dollars,  for  which  the  peo- 
ple of  the  States  will  pay  eight.  But  a  little  considera- 
tion will  satisfy  the  people  that  the  effect  is  the  same  as 
if  seven  hundred  dollars  were  gpven  them  from  the  Trea- 
sury, for  which  they  were  at  the  same  time  to  pay  eight 
hundred." 

In  what  situation  will  this  distributing  scheme  place 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress?  Will  not  its  pernicious  in* 
fiaenoe  be  felt  in  our  entire  legislation?  Ought  those 
who  are  intrusted  with  the  high  and  responsible  duties 
of  making  laws  for  the  whole  Union,  and  guarding  and 
protecting  the  rights  and  interest  of  the  whole  country, 
to  be  placed  in  such  a  situation,  that  the  local  interests 
of  their  respective  States  are  brought  into  direct  conflict 
with  those  of  the  Union?  If  the  principle  of  distribution 
is  once  established,  and  the  States  are  taught  to  look  to 
this  Government  for  their  revenue,  will  not  the  members 
of  Congress  be  instructed  to  oppose  all  important  mea- 
sures calculated  to  diminish  the  general  fund  which 
they  wish  to  distribute  among  the  States?  The  interests 
of  their  immediate  constituents  must  have  a  controlling 
influence  on  the  minds  of  members,  and  the  most  zeal- 
ous efforts  to  increase  the  fund  for  distribution  would  be 
regarded  as  the  surest  way  to  acquire  local  popularity. 
Every  important  measure  for  the  defence  of  the  country, 
or  any  other  important  object,  would  have  to  encounter 
thia  corrupting  influence.  This  is  really  an  agrarian 
law,  aa  it  virtually  provides  for  a  division  of  the  public 
lands,  not  among  the  people,  but  among  the  States, 
where  the  scramble  for  a  further  distribution  or  division 
of  it  will  be  renewed.  And  will  not  this  occasion  all  the 
evils  and  contentions  which  attended  that  species  of  legis- 
lation in  ancient  Rome?  And  so  far  as  it  might  accus- 
tom the  people  of  the  States  to  look  up  to  this  central 
Government  for  money,  would  it  not  in  some  degree 
have  the  same  pernicious  influence  as  the  laws  of  that 
ancient  republic,  which  distributed  corn  among  the  peo- 
ple from  the  public  granariea,  and  thus  paralyzed  their 
industry,  destroyed  their  independence,  corrupted  their 
morals,  and  worked  a  change  in  the  political  institutions 
of  the  country  ?  The  inglorious  author  of  those  laws  has 
transmitted  his  name  to  remote  posterity,  only  to  be  des- 
pised for  weakness  and  political  profligacy. 

Mr.  President,  I  must  apologize  for  haying  detained 
the  Senate  so  long,  and  will  close  with  one  more  obser- 
vation.   The  honorable  Senator  fron  Kentucky  [Mr. 


Clat]  remarked  that  this  was  peculiarly  a  beneficent 
measure  to  the  whole  Union.  A  beneficent  measure 
truly  I  which,  disguise  it  as  you  may,  is  nothing  more  nor 
less  than  an  artful  scheme  of  raising  money  from  the  peo- 
ple by  indirect  taxation,  to  return  to  them  again — no, 
not  to  return  it  to  the  people  from  whose  pockets  it  has 
been  taken,  but  to  give  it  to  their  public  agents.  A 
beneficent  measure,  which  bears  upon  its  very  fiice  a 
concealed  fraud;  for  whilst  it  purports  to  be  an  act  of 
grace  and  bounty,  it  is,  in  fact  and  truth,  only  an  at- 
tempt to  buy  up  the  people  with  their  own  money. 

When  Mr.  NiLXshftd  concluded, 

Mr.  BENTON  observed  that,  in  reading  over  the  bill 
that  morning,  as  engrossed,  he  found  that  the  amend- 
ments made  yesterday  to  the  second  section,  defining 
what  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lan£ 
were,  did  not  apply  to  the  third  section,  where  the  same 
amendments  were  equally  necessary.  He,  therefore, 
moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  for  the  purpose  of  having 
it  amended  in  that  particular.  At  the  same  time  that  he 
made  thia  motion,  he  would  inform  the  Senate  that 
there  were  four  gentlemen,  including  himself,  desirous 
of  being  heard  in  opposition  to  the  bill;  the  manner  in 
which  it  had  been  carried  through  yesterday  having 
prevented  them  from  addressing  the  Senate  on  it.  If 
the  Senate  refused  the  motion,  these  gentlemen  were 
determined  to  speak  to-day;  and  he,  for  one,  would 
speak,  if  the  sun  rose  and  set  on  their  session.  He  did 
not  mean  to  let  this  bill  go  oflT  without  making  his  senti- 
ments with  regard  to  it  known  to  the  American  peo- 
ple. If  the  recommitment  were  ordered,  the  bill  would 
be  reported  to-morrow,  and  gentlemen  would  have  an 
opportunity  of  then  being  heard  on  it;  otherwise,  they 
must  speak  to-day. 

Mr.  EWING  hoped  the  motion  to  recommit  would 
not  prevail,  as  the  proposed  amendment  was  altogether 
unnecessary.  The  designation  in  the  sc(iond  section  of 
the  current  items  of  expenses  to  be  deducted  from  the 
sales  of  the  year  would  be  sufficient  information  to  the 
Department  aa  to  what  Congress  meant  by  the  nett  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  public  Unds;  and  by  it  they 
would  know  the  principles  on  which  they  were  to  make 
up  the  accounts. 

^Mr.  MORRIS  had  discovered,  on  reading  the  bill,  the 
same  objections  to  it  that  had  been  mentioned  by  the 
Senator  from  Missouri;  but,  being  altogether  opposed 
to  the  bill  in  principle,  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to 
refer  to  them.  He  had  very  little  concern  with  the  de- 
tails of  the  bill,  and  thought  that  those  gentlemen  who, 
like  him,  were  apposed  to  it  in  principle,  need  not  care 
for  them.  He  should,  however,  be  pleased  if  the  mo- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  prevailed,  in  order 
that  those  gentlemen  who  intended  to  address  the  Sen- 
ate miglit  have  an  opportunity  of  examining  it,  as  it  was 
now  very  different  from  the  printed  bill  aa  it  came  from 
the  committee.  It  was  with  great  reluctance  that  he 
ever  intruded  on  the  time  of  the  Senate,  but  he  was  so 
situated  that  he  was  compelled  to  address  them  on  this 
occasion;  indeed,  he  could  not  refrain  from  doing  so, 
without  violating  what  he  considered  to  be  an  imperious 
sense  of  duty,  llow  long  it  would  take  him  to  express  his 
sentiments  on  this  subject,  he  could  not  say— probably 
not  long;  and  he  hoped  the  Senate  would  indulge  him 
as  well  as  other  gentlemen  by  a  postponement.  There 
had  been  no  hurrying  of  this  bill  until  the  last  evening, 
and  he  did  not  see  any  necessity  for  passing  it  that  eve- 
ning. If  the  objections  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
had  any  weight,  the  bill  ought  to  be  recommitted;  and 
he  would  suggest  to  its  friends  whether  it  would  not  be 
better  to  make  it  so  plain  that  nothing  should  be  left  to 
inference  in  the  Departments. 

The  question  was  here  taken  on  Mr.  Bsktoh's  mo- 
tion, and  it  was  rejected. 
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Mr.  MORRIS  then  moved  that  the  Senate  adjourn. 

This  motion  was  decided  in  the  negative:  Yeas  20, 
nays  34,  as  follows: 

YiAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Cuthbert,  Ewing  of 
Illinois,  Grundy,  Hill,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama, 
King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Ntles,  Rives, 
Robinson,  Ruggles,  Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Walker, 
Wright— 20. 

Nats — Messrs.  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough,  Hen* 
d ricks,  Kent,  Knight,  Leigh,  McKean,  Mangum,  Moore, 
Naudain,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Southard,  Swift, 
Tomlinson,  Webster,  White— 24. 

Mr.  PORTER  then  observed,  that  he  would  make  a 
compromise  with  gentlemen  opposed  to  the  bill.  If 
they  would  agree  that  the  final  question  should  be 
taken  to-morrow,  he  would  move  to  adjourn,  and  he 
hoped  his  friends  on  his  side  of  the  House  would  agree 
lb  it.  He  did  not  wish  to  compel  gentlemen  io  speak 
at  that  late  hour,  and  his  friend  from  Missouri,  as  well 
as  every  member  of  the  Senate,  must  see  that  the  de- 
laying of  this  bill  delayed  other  important  business 
which  was  sufTering  by  the  delay.  He,  for  one,  was 
determined  that  this  bill  should  have  precedence  of  all 
others. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  fully  appreciated  the  senti- 
ments expressed  by  the  Senator  from  Louisiana,  but  he 
could  make  no  compromise.  He  was  determined  to 
speak  on  that  bill  before  it  passed. 

Mr.  MORRIS  said  he  would  much  prefer  addressing 
the  Senate  to-morrow  than  at  that  late  hour.  His  ad- 
dress would  not  probably  occupy  a  long  time,  and,  if  the 
Senate  would  agree  to  adjourn,  he  would  agree  that  the 
final  question  should  be  taken  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PORTER, 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


FaiDAT,  April  29. ' 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  considered  and  adopted: 

Besoked,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  be 
requested  to  cause  the  Senate  to  be  informed  whether 
any  branch  of  the  public  service  has  suffered,  or  is  like- 
ly to  suffer,  any  injury,  loss,  neglect,  or  delay,  for  want 
of  timely  and  adequate  appropriations. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  rose  to  move  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution  just  submitted  by 
Mr.  Bbhtoit.  It  was  an  extraordinary  resolution,  he 
said,  and  ought  to  take  the  usual  course  of  lying  on  the 
table  one  day.  Had  he  been  in  his  seat  when  the  Vote 
was  taken,  he  should  have  opposed  its  consideration  at 
that  time. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  was  willing  to  have  the  vote 
reconsidered,  and  for  the  resolution  to  lie  one  day.  It 
was,  he  admitted,  an  extraordinary  resolution,  but  it 
was  introduced  on  an  extraordinary  occasion.  Here 
they  were  voting  money  to  distribute  among  the  States, 
while  they  refuse  to  appropriate  money  for  the  expend- 
itures of  the  Government,  though  it  was  known  that 
the  public  service  was  suffering. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  that  he  only  wanted  the  resolu. 
tion  to  take  the  usual  course. 

Th^  vote  on  adopting  the  resolution  was  then  recon- 
sidered, and  the  resolution  lies  on  the  table  one  day. 

VERMONT  MILITIA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  the  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  payment  of  a  regiment  of  Vermont  militia, 
who  served  at  the  battle  of  Plattsburgh,  was  taken  up. 

The  bill  (Mr.  K.  said)  had,  in  the  absence  of  some 
necessary  information,  which  he  believed  was  now  in 
the  possession  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  been  laid 


on  the  table  on  his  (Mr.  K's)  motion,  and  it  was  for  that 
reason  that  he  moved  to  take  it  up. 

The  bill  was  then  taken  up,  and  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and,  after  some  remarks  from 
Messrs.  PRENTISS  and  GOLDSBOROUGH  in  its  sup- 
port, and  from  Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  in  opposition  to 
it,  on  the  ground  that  the  evidence  was  not  sufficient, 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

LAND  BILL. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  question  of  the  paange 
of  the  bill  to  appropriate,  for  a  limited  time,  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands,  &c. ;  when 

Mr.  MORRIS  rose  and  addressed  the  Chair  aa  IqIIowb: 

Mr.  President,  it  is  with  extreme  reluctance  that  I 
rise  to  address  the  Senate  on  the  present  occasion, 
though  somewhat  used  to  legislative  debates;  yet,  in 
this  body,  could  I  suffer  my  own  feelings  to  be  my 
guide,  I  should  remain  a  silent  listener,  and  be  content 
with  that  vote  which  my  judgment  should  dictate,  rather 
than  mingle  in  debate  on  this  or  any  other  auestion. 
But  there  are  circumstances  under  which  individual  feel- 
ing must  give  way  to  duty;  and  individual  judgment 
muat  be  governed  by  the  calls  of  public  opinion,  and 
when  silence  is  no  longer  commendable,  but  is  in  fact  a 
fault.  Under  these  circumstances  I  find  myself  now 
placed.  The  bill  under  consideration  is  of  an  important 
cliaracten  it  deeply  affects  not  only  the  interest  of  the 
western  country,  but  the  United  States  generally.  l*lie 
Senators  from  Ohio  have  different  views  on  this  subject) 
and  as  one  of  them  has  had  the  opportunity,  aa  chairman 
of  the  Land  Committee,  to  express  his  views  in  a  report, 
on  the  introduction  of  this  bill,  it  seems  to  require  of  the 
other  a  duty  with  which  he  cannot  dispense,  and  which 
he  will  now  attempt  to  discharge.  Before,  however,  I 
proceed  to  the  examination  of  the  principles  of  the  bill, 
and  the  report  upon  which  it  is  founded,  I  feel  con- 
strained to  give  a  passing  notice  to  some  topics  that  have 
been  introduced  into  this  discussion.  Like  mosit  olliers 
that  have  gone  before,  it  has  not  been  permitted  to  pass 
without  some  severe  animadversions  and  strictures  upon 
the  course  pursued  by  the  present  administration.  And 
to  alarm  the  country,  and  to  bide  the  real  deformity  of 
this  measure  from  the  public  view,  it  has  been  attempted 
to  be  shown  that  the  public  money  in  the  deposite  banks 
is  unsafe,  and,  if  not  speedily  drawn  from  those  institu- 
tions, will  be  entirely  lost  to  the  country;  and,  as  con- 
nected with  this  question,  the  safety  and  necessity  of  a 
United  States  Bank  has  again  been  urged  on  the  Ameri- 
can people. 

I  will  not  attempt  to  examine  the  assertions  on  these 
points.  They  have  been  so  oAen  met  and  lefuted,  that 
I  will  only  say  that  1  am  entirely  sati&fied  that  they  have 
no  foundation  in  reality'on  which  to  rest.  Connected, 
however,  with  this  subject,  there  has  been  another 
charge  made  of  a  more  grave  and  serious  nature,  and 
that,  too,  from  a  quarter  which  is  calculated  to  give  it 
force  and  effect  in  the  country,  and  which,  if  true,  would 
be  just  cause  of  fear  for  the  safety  and  perpetui'^y  of  our 
institutions.  It  has  been  said,  and  that  with  a  boldness 
that  seemed  to  bid  defiance,  that  there  was  a  constant 
propensity  and  apparent  determination,  on  the  part  of 
the  friends  of  ttie  administration,  to  increase  the  power 
of  the  Executive,  and  to  decrease  and  bring  into  disre- 
pute the  legislative  power;  and  this  is  attributed  to  thut 
undue  influence  which,  in  the  fancy  of  gentlemen.  Gen- 
eral Jackson  is  said  to  have,  not  only  over  members  of 
this  body,  but  over  the  country  generally. 

That  General  Jackson  is  a  popiriar  President,  I  freely 
admit;  that  he  is  deservedly  so,  1  prove  by  the  united 
voice  of  the  great  body  of  the  American  people;  but 
that  he  has  any  of  that  servile  class  of  friends  who  sur- 
render their  own  judgment  in  obedience  to  his  wish,  I 
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am  not  disposed  to  believe;  and  while  gentlemen  com- 
plain in  such  strong  terms  of  his  withering  popularity,  as 
they  call  it,  it  would  be  well  for  them  to  examine  why 
it  is  so,  and  ascertain  the  true  principle  upon  which  it 
rests.  The  people  of  this  country  sustain  General  Jack- 
son, not  because  his  word  is  a  law  to  them,  but  because 
the  public  will  ia  the  law  that  governs  his  action.  It  will 
be  remembered  that  during  the  administration  of  Mr. 
Monroe,  and  under  the  auspices  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  there  had  been  a  constant  tendency  in  the 
proceedings  of  Congress  to  build  op  systems  and  forma 
of  government  unknown  to  the  constitution.  The  Ameri* 
can  Rystem,  claiming  within  itself  an  undefined  and  un- 
deiinable  power,  began  to  develop  its  objects  under 
the  next  administration;  it  had  brought  that  administra- 
tion into  power,  against  the  known  wishes  and  opinions 
of  the  American  people.  The  whole  doctrine  of  inter- 
nal improvement,  protecting  tariffs,  and,  in  fact,  the 
whole  domestic  industry  of  the  country,  was  claimed  by 
Conp-ess  to  be  within  its  constitutional  power;  and  the 
doctrine  was  openly  avowed,  that  the  representative 
should  not  suffer  himself  to  be  palsied  by  the  will  of  his 
constituents.  These  alarming  encroachments  upon  the 
constitutioniil  rights  of  the  people  convinced  ihem  of 
the  necessity  of  a  change  of  measures,  which  was  begun 
during  the  latter  term  of  Mr.  Monroe'a  administration; 
and  General  Jackson  was  looked  to  as  a  successor,  not 
on  account  only  of  the  military  glory  he  had  acquired  at 
New  Orleans,  but  for  the  firm  integrity  and  disinterested 
palriotism  }^t  hfd  displayed  in  every  situation  in  which 
he  had  been  placed,  and  his  well  known  and  inflexible 
republican  principles.  There  was  no  local  influence  or 
persona]  feelings  connected  wiMi  his  circumstances  that 
would  prevent  him  from  being  (what  in  fact  he  is)  the 
second  father  of  bis  country;  and  the  people  brought 
him  into  power  by  a  mpst  triumphant  majority,  for  the 
express  purpose  that  his  administration  might  break 
down  these  newly  created  systems;  and  he  has  not  dis- 
appointed their  just  expectations,  but  has  faithfully,  as 
f«r  as  in  him  lay,  carried  out  those  principles  that 
brought  him  into  power.  This,  sir,  is  the  whole  secret 
of  his  popularity;  and  though  a  combination  of  money, 
talent,  and  influence,  before  unknown  in  this  country, 
has  constantly  assailed  his  administration,  and,  aided  by 
the  power  of  Congress,  and  in  particular  this  branch, 
has  endeavored  to  keep  alive  and  preserve  those  sys- 
tems, opposition  to  which  brought  him  into  power;  yet 
his  firmness  in  resisting  them  has  been  constantly  met  by 
increased  popularity,  and  the  people  have  been  com- 
pelled to  look  to  General  Jackson  to  save  them  from  the 
improvident  legislation  of  Congress.  I  regret  that  this 
necessity  has  been  imposed  on  the  country;  yet  such 
will  be  the  result  until  the  will  of  the  constituent  bo<ly  is 
faithfully  carried  into  effect  in  the  halls  of  legislation. 
Let  gentlemen  who  occupy  seats  in  Congress,  and  who 
complain  of  the  popularity  of  the  President  as  danger- 
ous, if  not  ruinous  to  the  country,  profit  by  the  example 
be  has  set  them;  let  them  faithfully  represent  the  public 
will,  and  not  attempt  to  build  up  systems  to  advance  the 
interests  of  one  portion  of  the  community  at  the  expense 
of  the  other;  let  them  carry  into  operation  the  power  of 
the  people,  and  no  longer  endeavor  to  exercise  power 
over  them,  and  they  will  be  equally  popular  with  the 
Pi^dent,  and  render  the  exercise  of  executive  power 
uncalled  for  in  curtailing  their  acts.  It  is  not  the  condi- 
tion of  men  that  renders  them  honorable  or  popular  in 
this  country,  but  a  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  which 
they  undertake  to  perform. 

It  has  been  also  said  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  as 
matter  of  alarming  tendency,  that  it  is  claimed  for  the 
President  that  he  is  the  representative  of  the  people,  and 
that  General  Jackson  has  put  up  such  claim  in  his  own 
behalf,  as  the  single  representative  of  the  whole  people 


of  the  United  States.  Whether  these  assertions  be  well 
founded  or  not,  I  think  it  unnecessary  to  inquire.  I 
have  never  been  alarmed  at  the  cry  of  danger  from  Exe- 
cutive power.  That  power,  though  extensive  in  its 
operations,  is  held  under  so  many  checks  and  restraints, 
that  I  have  always  viewed  it  the  weakest  and  least  dan* 
gerous  of  the  three  great  powers  of  this  Government. 
It  is,  in  the  first  place,  an  elective  power  by  the  whole 
people  for  a  short  period  of  years;  and  being  intrusted 
to  a  single  person,  it  is  watched  with  the  most  vigilant 
attention;  and  the  least  departure  fflrom  correct  principles 
is  deeply  noted  in  the  public  mind.  It  is  s  power  which 
can  originate  no  measure,  but  is  the  agent  and  subject  to 
the  orders  of  the  other  great  powers  of  the  Government. 
Being  in  the  hands  of  one'tnan,  he  is  subject  to  impeach- 
ment by  the  representatives  of  the  people;  and  the  Senate, 
with  the  Chief  Justice  at  its  head,  are  his  judges.  It  would 
be  strange,  indeed,  if  the  executive  power,  thus  checked 
and  circumscribed,  first  by  the  people,  then  by  the  other 
powers  of  the  Government  combined,  should  ever  become 
dangerous  to  the  liberty  of  the  country.  The  framers 
of  the  constitution  have  thrown  too  roanv  guards  around 
it  to  excite  sny  such  fear.  1  am  myse»  clearly  of  opin* 
ion,  that  if  the  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  country 
sre  ever  destroyed,  it  will  be  the  act  of  an  American 
Congress;  and  the  first  scene  of  the  grand  drams,  con- 
atituted  as  the  Senate  now  is,  will  take  pbce  in  this 
body. 

But,  sir,  we  are  told  of  danger,  because  it  is  said  that 
the  President  is  the  representative  of  the  American  peo- 
ple. And  pray,  sir,  what  ought  he  to  be?  Ought  not 
each  and  every  branch  of  this  Government  to  faithfully 
represent  the  American  people  in  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  assigned  them^  I  hold  they  ought.  The  President 
ought  so  to  execute  the  laws  as  the  people  would  do, 
could  they  act  collectively  on  the  subjects;  in  fact,  pub- 
lic opinion  ought  to  be  the  rule  of  his  conduct;  and  I 
venture  still  further,  and  say  that  the  judges,  in  the  con- 
struction of  laws,  ought  to  be  guided  by  the  weight  of 
public  sentiment:  it  is  public  virtue  and  public  opinion 
that  sustains,  and  ought  to  direct,  each  and  every  depart- 
ment of  the  Government,  as  well  as  the  collective  ener- 
gies of  the  whole.  An  attempt  to  overturn  this  princi- 
ple wss  made  by  the  introduction  of  the  American  sys- 
tem; a  branch  of  that  system,  the  doctrine  of  internal 
improvements,  was  recognised  by  Congress,  but  over- 
thrown by  the  veto  of  the  President.  He  has  been 
triumphsntly  sustained  by  public  opinion.  The  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  another  branch  of  the  same  system, 
has  also  fallen  under  the  veto  power,  and  a  like  result 
has  followed.  But  still  gentlemen  are  not  satisfied,  or 
disposed  to  abandon  this  hopeless  contest.  They  have, 
by  the  introduction  of  the  bill  under  consideration, 
changed  the  mode  of  attack,  but  not  the  nature  of  the 
war.  Adhering  to  the  doctrine,  that  by  patronage  they 
can  acquire  popularity,  having  been  foiled  in  their  at- 
tempts heretofore  to  sppropriate  money  to  favorite  ob- 
jects and  persons,  to  be  expended  by  the  sgenta  of  this 
Government,  they  are  attempting  by  this  bill  to  bestow 
money  upon  the  States,  by  which  it  is  no  doubt  hoped 
that  the  very  objects  which  have  heretofore  been  at- 
tempted may  be  gained  in  a  more  covert,  insidious,  and 
hidden  manner;  and  that  popularity  which  was  to  be 
gainevi  from  individuals,  is  to  be  transferred  to  States. 
Sir,  I  predict  this  last  scheme  will  prove  more  fatal  to  its 
friends  than  any  of  the  class  to  which  it  belongs.  It  is 
true  we  have  heard  much  said  in  its  favor,  and  both 
talent  and  eloquence  have  been  employed  in  its  support; 
but,  for  myself,  I  have  heard  nothing  new  in  principle, 
or  forcible  in  argument,  that  ia  not  contained  m  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  on  this  subject.  I  have  turned 
my  attention  to  that  report,  as  embodying  in  the  ablest 
manner  all  the  argument  and  reason  that  can  be  brought 
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together  in  support  of  the  bilh  a  report  drtwn  up»  no 
doubt,  with  great  care  and  deliberation.  I  shall  endeavor 
to  examine  that  report,  and  show  that  it  is  both  fallacious 
and  inconclusive. 

The  committee  assume  in  their  report  that  there  is  a 
Tast  surplus  of  revenue  in  the  Treasury!  that  this  state  of 
thinjira  u  not  desirable,  because  its  natural  tendency  is  to 
produce  extravagance  in  appropriation,  and  wastefulness 
in  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money.  This  is  a  truism 
in  part,  not  to  be  controverted;  but  if  it  be  true  that 
this  surplus  actually  exists,  it  is  strange  thit  the  commit- 
tee, after  having  discovered  this  wasteful  disease  and  its 
cause,  instead  of  recommending  a  radical  cure,  should 
propose  to  extract  the  infectious  matter  from  this  Got* 
«rnment,  and  diffuse  it  into  the  Slate  Governments,  and 
thus  innoculate  the  entire  body  politic.  To  prevent  its 
effects  here,  this  political  empiricism  would  be  produc- 
tive of  the  most  fatal  results.  The  reduction  of  the 
customs,  which  would  be  a  complete  and  effectual  cure, 
the  committee  believe  cannot,  or  rather  ought  not,  to  be 
resorted  to,  because  it  would  awaken,  as  they  ssy,  feel- 
ings dangerous  to  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  coun- 
try. And  the  reason  assigned  for  this  strange  conclu- 
sion is,  that  the  tariff  law  now  in  force  is  the  result  of 
compromise  of  the  opinions  of  citizens  in  different  sec- 
tions of  the  Union,  and  ought  not  to  be  disturbed,  unless 
a  strong  political  necessity  calls  for  some  new  modifica- 
tion. The  first  position  assumed  by  the  committee  I 
believe  to  be  founded  in  error,  and  calculated  to  mislead 
the  public  mind. 

The  tariff,  as  it  now  exists,  is  not  the  compromise  of 
the  opinions  of  the  citizens  in  the  different  sections  of 
the  country,  because  it  is  too  evident  to  require  proof 
that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  have  constantly 
been  opposed  to  a  protective  tariff,  and  to  the  collection 
of  taxes,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  toa  greater  amount 
than  would  be  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  Govern- 
menti  and  on  this  ground  have  they  constantly  opposed 
the  whole  doctrine  of  internal  improvements  by  Con- 
gress. The  present  tariff  law  is  rather  the  result  of  a 
compromise  between  individual  members  of  Congress, 
representing  different  sectional  interests  of  the  country, 
and  was  entered  into  for  the  advancement  of  those  inter- 
ests, independent  of  any  consideration  of  results,  as  ope 
rating  upon  the  citizens,  generally,  in  each  and  every 
section  of  the  Union.  l*he  measure  was  a  foul  concep- 
tion, and  produced  an  unnatural  offspring.  Its  first- 
born was  an  attempt  to  bind  the  hands  of  any  future  Con- 
gress from  legislation  on  the  subject,  for  a  given  term  of 
years;  its  next  has  been  to  accumulate  money  in  the 
Treasury,  which  may  be  used  to  corrupt  this  Govern- 
ment, or  be  used  for  corrupting  the  Governments  of  the 
States,  as  may  best  suit  the  interest  or  convenience  of 
those  who  have  for  the  time  being  the  power  uf  its  dis- 
posal. And  under  this  unnatural  state  of  things,  it  is 
said  that  the  present  rate  of  duties  must  be  continued, 
and  kept  up  for  the  proper  regulation  of  commerce,  and 
may  be  necessary  for  the  ordinary  wants  of  Gavernment. 
If  this  last  be  true,  then  indeed  ought  not  the  customs  to 
be  reduced;  and  if  sufficient  for  the  ordinary  wants  of 
the  Government  is  to  be  raised  by  the  customs,  then  the 
public  lands  ought  no  longer  to  be  considered  as  a 
source  of  revenue;  but  1  confess  I  am  unable  to  see 
either  the  truth  or  force  of  the  former  part  of  the  argu- 
ment. Duties  for  the  proper  regulation  of  commerce 
do  not  depend  on  the  amount,  but  on  their  equality  in 
the  different  ports  of  entry  in  the  United  States.  If  this 
be  correct,  (and  1  deem  iian  undeniable  position,}  then 
the  whole  argument,  on  this  point,  falls  to  the  ground; 
for  surely  the  customs  can  be  so  lessened  as  to  reduce 
entirely  the  whole  surplus  revenue  in  the  Treasury. 
The  attempt  to  tie  up  the  hands  of  a  future  Congress, 
by  the   mere  operation  of  a  law,  is  a  still  more  palpa- 


ble error.     The  legislative  power  of  the  country  ia  at  all 
times  equal;  it  has  no  bounds  but  the  constitution,  sod 
ought  to  have  no  other  guide  than  the  public  will:  where 
that  leads,  it  ought  always  to  follow.    It  is  easential  to 
the  welfare  of  the  country,  as  well  as  the  maintenance 
of  equal  rights,  that  the  legislative  power  ahould  con- 
atantly  be  free  and  unincumbered,  except  aa  has  been 
mentioned;  but  this  never  would  be  the  case  if  its  delib* 
erations  could  be  prevented  from  being  bad  on  any  sub- 
ject by  exiating  laws,  over  which  it  ought  not  to  exercise 
any  control.     It  would  establish  this  dangerous  princi- 
ple, that  the  power  of  the  people  is  not  always  compe- 
tent for  the  maintenance  of  their  riglits.     The  proposed 
measure  of  increasing  the  appropriations  for  fortiScs- 
tions,  the  navy,  and  general  defence  of  the  country,  is  not 
by  the  committee  attempted  to  be  directly  negatived; 
but  it  is  said  that  large  and  liberal  appropriations  of  mo- 
ney for  these  purposes,  though  just  and  proper  in  itself, 
cannot  be  well  applied,  and  ought  not  to  tie  made;  be- 
cause it  is  not  in  our  power  to  supply  proper  materials 
and  skilful  engineera  for  this  purpose.  This  is,  at  least,  the 
force  of  the  argument;  and  on  account  of  this  exigency, 
no  more  than  ordinary  appropriations  ought  to  be  made. 
I  am  at  a  loss  for  words  to  express  my  surprise  at  this 
argument;  nor  can  1  for  a  moment  admit  its  correctness; 
I  can  view  it  in  no  other  light  than  a  libel  upon  the  Aroer* 
ican  people,  and  an  imputation  on  their  skill  and  indus- 
try-*tbat  people,  whose  inventive  fiiculties  and  mechan- 
ical genius  have  not  only  surpassed  former  ages,  but  are 
the  wonder  of  our  own,  and  who  have  subjected  the 
very  elements  to  the  condition  of  a  laborer  fn  their  em- 
ploy; that  this  people  should  he  told  by  .their  represent- 
atives that  they  have  not  sufficient  knowledge  to  erect 
forts,  build  ships,  and  other  public  works  to  any  extent, 
and  in  the  best  possible  manner,  is  an  assertion  aa  new 
as  it  is  unjust.     But  the  committee,  as  if  they  felt  the 
full  weight  of  the  objections  that  could   be  rightfully 
urged  against  this  proposition,  and  the  fallacy  of  their  own 
argument  in  its  support,  endeavor  to  sustain  themselves 
by  another,  and,  as  they  suppose,  a  serious  objection  to 
the  appropriation  of  liberal  sums  for  the  protection  of 
the  country;  and  that  is,  that  the  appropriations,  or  the 
larger  portion  thereof,  would  be  expended  upon  the  sea- 
coast,  or  in  our  great  commercial  cities;  and  the  commit- 
tee seem  to  claim,  as  a  matter  of  right,  the  expenditure 
of  money  by  this  Government  in  a  general  distribution 
over  the  whole  surface  of  the  United  States.     This  again 
is  a  delusive  argument,  addressed  to  the  selfish  passions 
of  men,  and  more  particularly  to  western  citizens;  and 
it  is  well  calculated  to  ensnare  public  opinion,  and 
draw  it  aside  from  the  real  merits  of  the  case.     To  ob- 
ject to  the  application  of  the  public  revenue  in  the  erec- 
tion of  fortifications  and  building  of  ships,  because  it  does 
not  at  once  scatter  the  money 'over  the  whole  United 
States,  is  an  argument  in  itself  a  perfect  solecum.     As 
well  might  an  objection  be  urged,  that  food  is  conveyed 
into  the  stomach  alone,  and  that  the  other  members  of 
the  body  are  neglected,  as  complain  of  the  erection 
of  defences  upon  the  seaboard,  or  in  our  commercial 
cities.     It  is  the  fitness  of  the  place  for  austaining 
the  body  politic  that  ahould   require  our    care,  and 
not  any  partiality  for  its  inhabitants.     The  protection 
and  safety  of  our  large  commercial  cities,  as  well  as  the 
seaboard,  are  essentially  connected  with  the  welfare  of 
the  interior  country,  and  the  interest  and  prosperity  of 
the  far  west;  a  blow  struck  there,  would  vibrate  through 
the  whole  Union.     It  is  the  safety  of  the  outpoats  that 
gives  peace  and  security  to  the  country.     We  of  the 
West  ought  to  feel  as  deep  an  interest  in  the  aafety  and 
security  from  foreign  aggression  of  New  York  or  Phila- 
delphia, as  any  of  our  own  cities;  and  this  would  be  the 
case,  could  we  divest  ourselves  of  that  selfishness  to 
which  all  men  are  more  or  less  liable.   Inhere  is  nothing. 
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then,  in  this  argument,  when  rightfully  consideiTd»  that 
we  ought  not  to  make  large,  liheral»  and  extensive  ap- 
propriations of  money  for  the  defence  of  the  country, 
because  the  greater  part  thereof  will  be  expended  in  our 
great  commercial  cities,  or  upon  the  seaboard.  Many, 
and  1  have  no  doubt  most  of  our  constituents,  have  never 
seen  this  Cspitol,  with  all  its  gaudy  and  expensive 
decorations;  and  a  goodly  number,  it  is  highly  probablei 
have  never  seen  the  hall  of  legislation  in  their  own  States, 
or  even  the  court-houses  in  their  own  counties:  nor  have 
they  felt  any  direct  influence  or  gain  arising  from  the 
expenditures  of  money  in  the  erection  of  either;  yet  they 
have  contributed,  and  cheerfully  too,  for  the  erection  of 
all  those  objects,  because  they  are  necessary  in  the  due 
and  regular  administration  of  justice,  as  well  ss  for  the 
safety  and  security  of  individual  rights;  and  they  have 
done  this  without  a  complaining  murmur  that  no  part  of 
the  money  was  disbursed  on  their  own  farms. 

The  reducing  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  or  the 
ceding  them  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie,  is  next  con< 
sidered  by  the  committee.  The  first  objection  to  a  re- 
duction of  price  is,  that  it  would  tend  to  reduce  the 
price  of  real  estate  generally.  This  objection  is  not  well 
founded;  the  price  of  an  article  is  a  relative  term,  want- 
ing both  stability  and  uniformity:  it  is  the  effect  not  of 
reason  or  justice,  but  frequently  of  caprice  or  whim; 
and  not  unfrequently  of  taste,  convenience,  or  necessity. 
But  as  to  the  public  lands,  justice,  reason,  convenience, 
and  necessity,  all  seem  to  unite  in  requiring  Congress 
to  reduce  the  price;  and  if  this  argument  of  the  com- 
mittee be  valia,  it  applies  with  equal  f  jrce  against  the 
introduction  or  erection  of  any  new  machinery,  or  the 
establishment  of  any  new  trading-house,  for  those  now 
in  existence  will  be  lessened  in  value  thereby — a  position 
which  1  believe  the  committee  themselves  would  not 
contend  for. 

I'he  next  objection  to  a  reduction  of  the  price  of  the 
public  lands,  is,  that  it  would  operate  to  the  injury,  not 
the   benefit,   of   the  country  in  which  the  lands  are 
situated.     This  argument  is  attempted  to  be  sustained 
on  the  same  ground  as  the  former,  by  making  its  appli- 
cation more  local,  by  the  assertion  that  it  would  reduce 
Uie  price  of  all  land  in  the  neighborhood  pro  rata  with 
that  of  the  public  land.     In  reply  to  tliis  argument,  ] 
beg  leave  to  remind  the  committee  that  the  united  voice 
and  almost  unanimous  opinion  of  the  people.  In  all  the 
States  in  which  the  public  lands  are  situated,  is  against 
them  as  well  as  the  opinion  of  every  intelligent  and  un- 
biased citizen  who  has  any  correct  knowledge  of  the 
new  countries.     They  all  well  know  that  the  Govern- 
ment, which  secures  the  greatest  quantity  of  happiness 
and  comfort  to  the  people  is  unquestionably  the  best; 
and  that  the  surest  means  to  accomplish  this  desirable 
end  is  to  enable  every  man  to  become  a  freeholder,  so 
that  he  can  have  the  satisfaction  of  saying  that  some 
spot,  however  small,  is  his  own;  that  the  Government 
of  his  country  is  bound  to  protect  him  in  its  quiet  enjoy- 
ment; and  that,  when  he  shall  return  from  his  daily  labor 
to  his  hearth  and  his  fireside,  none  shall  be  suHered  to 
make  him  afraid:  the  sleep  of  auch  a  man  will  be  quiet, 
and  bis  repose  sweet;  and,  no  matter  how  coarse  his  fare 
may  be,  his  love  of  country  will  never  fade  nor  languish. 
Such  men  as  these  are  the  true  riches  of  government, 
and  will  always  be  found  ready  to  defend  their  country 
for  their  country's  sake.    It  ought  to  be  our  most  ardent 
wish  and  constant  policy  to  provide  means  by  which 
every  man  in  the  United  States  might  become  a  free- 
holder,  if  that  freehold  did  not  consist  of  more  than 
twenty-five  acres;  indeed,  it  matters  not  so  much  as  to 
quantity,  if  a  right  to  the  sale  be  the  lot  of  every  citizen. 
Another  objection  made  to  a  reduction  of  the  price  of 
the  public  lands  by  the  committee  is,  that  it  would  en- 
courage speculation,  and  throw  the  whole  of  the  public 
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domain  into  the  hands  of  shatp-sighted  capitalists,  who 
would  be  enabled  to  retail  it  at  advanced  prices  to  actual 
settlers.  This  objection  is  more  showy  than  solid,  for 
every  day's  experience  teaches  us  that  speculation  in 
articles  of  high  value  is  more  common  than  in  those  of 
low;  when  the  Government  lands  were  sold  at  two  dol- 
lars per  acre,  speculation  was  as  much  complained  of 
then  as  now.  It  is  the  relative,  not  the  actual  value  of 
an  article,  that  induces  speculation.  But  this  objection 
is  easily  obviated  by  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  public 
land  to  actual  settlers  only,  and  in  limited  <juantities. 

The  last,  and  which  the  committee  consider  the  most 
important,  objection  to  the  reduction  of  prices  in  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands,  or  ceding  them  to  the  States  in 
which  they  are  situated,  is,  that  the  several  States,  by 
their  deeds  of  cession  to  the  United  States,  vested  only 
a  trust  power;  and  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  is  only  the  mere  trustee  of  the  several  SUtes, 
bound  to  carry  into  effect  the  grants  made  by  the  States 
for  the  specific  purposes  intended  by  the  grantors;  and 
when  those  purposes  are  fulfilled,  the  residue  of  the 
grant  does,  and  of  right  ought,  to  revert  to  the  States; 
and,  extending  the  trust  power  further  than  I  believe 
it  has  ever  been  extended  In  equity,  they  give  the  trus- 
tee the  power  to  chsnge  the  nature  of  the  trust,  and 
convert  the  land  into  money,  and  distribute  that  among 
the  States.  And  one  further  stretch  of  the  ima||[ination 
leads  the  committee  to  conclude  that  lands  acquired  by 
the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  treaties  made  since  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution,  have  been  paid  for  by  mo- 
ney had  from  the  sale  of  lands  ceded  by  the  States,  and, 
according  to  the  rule  laid  down,  they  subject  the  pro- 
ceeds of  these  lands  to  the  like  disposition. 

My  first  objection  to  this  fine-spun  and  subtle  theory 
is,  that  I  have  serious  doubts  that  the  sovereign  power 
of  a  country,  at  least  the  sovereign  power  of  this  Gov- 
ernment  as  vested  in  Congress  by  virtue  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  can,  in  any  case,  become  a 
mere  and  naked  trustee;  though  it  may  be  said  the  idea 
is  borrowed  from  monarchical  power,  yet  it  is  no  less 
correct,  that  the  sovereign  power  of  a  country,  be  it 
vested  in  whom  it  may,  is  supposed  to  be  constantly 
employed  for  the  public  good,  and  that  no  partial  care 
can  enter  into  its  composition.  It  cannot  subject  itself 
to  control  by  any  part  of  those  over  whom  its  constant 
duty  is  to  watch  for  the  welfare  of  all;  nor  can  it  act  in 
subordination  to  any  other  power;  for,  in  either  case, 
it  would  be  an  abrogation  of  sovereignty.  But  it  is  not 
absolutely  necessary  to  sustain  the  argument  that  I 
should  rely  exclusively  on  the  general  doctrine  that  the 
sovereign  power,  where  it  is  primary,  original,  and  con- 
fined in  its  operation  only  by  constitutional  limits,  as  is 
the  case  with  the  legislative  power  of  the  States,  cannot 
be  a  trustee;  yet  in  a  Government  like  that  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  where  its  whole  action  exists  and  is  brought 
into  operation  by  grants,  the  exercise  of  its  power  must 
be  limited  and  brought  expressly  within  those  grants; 
and  1  contend  that  in  no  part  or  clause  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  is  the  power  granted  to  Con- 
gress to  become  a  trustee  in  any  case;  no,  not  even  for 
the  purpose  of  diffusing  knowledge  amongst  men.  But 
if  such  power  can  be  inferred  from  the  constitution,  it 
must  be  from  some  general  grant  in  that  instrument; 
and,  if  so,  by  virtue  thereof,  the  United  States  can  not 
only  act  as  trustee  for  the  several  States,  but  mav  be  the 
trustee  of  any  foreign  gentleman  or  State  whatever. 
This  Government,  if  this  position  be  correct,  can  be- 
come the  trustee  of  the  Barings  or  Rothschilds  in  the 
management  of  any  money  concerns  they  may  think 
proper  to  establish  in  this  country,  whether 'it  be  for 
the  diffusion  of  knowledge  amongst  men,  or  of  buying 
men  for  political  purposes  without  knowledge,  or,  at 
least,  without  virtue.     Under  this  general  trust  power, 
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M  it  it  presrnled  to  my  mind,  siid  m  sdmittedt  ftnd»  in- 
deedy  contended  for  by  the  committeet  Congress  can 
become  the  trustee  of  the  Bank  of  England^  the  trustee 
of  the  East  India  Company,  or  of  any  foreign  Govern- 
ment whatever  I  and  thus  act  in  the  double  capacity  of 
an  American  Legislature,  and  as  agent  or  trustee  for 
another  power,  however  inimical  that  power  may  be  to 
our  owfi.  Indeed,  I  cannot  see  but  Congress,  by  be- 
coming trustee,  can  effect  any  object  they  wish,  no  mat- 
ter what  that  object  is,  whether  within  the  granted  pow- 
ers of  the  constitution  or  not.  Congress  may  have  in 
view  a  favorite  object  of  internal  improvement,  for  the 
benefit  of  two  or  more  favorite  States;  they  may  bestow 
upon,  or,  in  the  language  of  the  bill,  distribute  to  these 
States  millions  of  the  public  revenue  (  and  it  maybe  well 
understood  (hat  the  States  are  to  create  Congress  a 
trustee  for  the  express  purpose  of  expending  this  mo- 
ney according  to  their  own  wish.  There  can  be  no  end 
of  abuses  of  this  kind,  if  Congress  can  act  as  trustee,  and 
accomplish  that  which  they  cannot  do  by  direct  acts  of 
legislation.  I  contend,  in  the  next  place,  that  the  deeds 
of  cession  made  by  the  States  to  the  United  States  did 
not  create  a  trus^  nor  were  they  so  intended;  they  con- 
tain no  words  of  limitation  but  such  as  are  applicable  to 
the  exercise  of  power  by  Congress  in  every  other  case. 

Take  for  example,  as  the  committee  have,  the  deed 
of  cession  made  by  Virginia.  The  only  words  of  limita- 
tion mentioned  by  the  committee,  <and  they  are  the  only 
ones  in  the  deed,)  are,  that  the  land  ceded  shall  be  con- 
sidered a  common  fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  all  the 
United  States,  members  of  the  federal  alliance,  and  shall 
be  faithfully  and  bona  fide  disposed  of  for  that  purpose, 
and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatever.  Tliose 
words,  which  are  now  to  operate  as  a  talisman,  and 
change  of  the  money  received  for  public  lands  from  the 
character  of  revenue  into  that  of  property  held  by  the 
Government  in  trust  for  the  States,  are  nothing  more, 
nor  can  they  rightfully  receive  any  other  construction, 
than  to  place  the  avails  of  the  public  lands  on  the  same 
footing  as  the  proceeds  of  taxes,  duties,  or  customs. 
The  money  received  from  all  or  either  of  these  sources, 
is  the  revenue  of  the  country;  and  Congress  is  bound  in 
good  fiiith  to  consider  it  a  common  fund  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  all  the  United  States,  as  a  joint  confederacy, 
and  not  as  a  fund  belonging  to  the  States,  severally; 
and  Congress  have  power  only  to  apply  the  whole,  or 
any  part  thereof,  to  such  objects  as  are  exclusively  with- 
in the  power  of  this  Government,  and  to  no  other  usei 
intent,  or  purpose,  whatever. 

But  there  is  an  inconsistency  in  the  views  of  the  com- 
mittee, which  they  seem  to  have  entirely  overlooked. 
They  contend  that  this  Government,  as  trustee,  ought 
to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the  public  Isnds  to  the 
States  in  severalty,  while  the  ytry  'Jvnrds  of  the  trust 
which  they  claim  are,  that  the  land  shall  be  a  common 
fund  for  the  use  of  the  States  as  a-  joint  confederacy. 
This  very  inconsistency  proves  the  fallacy  of  their  whole 
system. 

That  the  United  States  acquired  a  full  and  absolute 
title  to  the  lands  ceded  by  the  States,  1  think  is  clearly 
evident,  because  Congress  have  j^nted  portions  of  tliese 
lands  to  States,  ss  well  as  individuals,  without  any  com- 
pensation given  for  the  same;  and  titles  made  in  pur- 
suance of  such  grants  are  unquestionably  valid  in  courts 
of  law;  and  the  power  of  Congress  in  this  particular,  as 
being  rightfully  exercised,  has  never  been  questioned  in 
public  opinion. 

In  my  own  mind,  1  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  the 
public  lands  of  the  United  States  may  be  granted  by 
Congress  to  the  individual  States  in  which  they  lie,  or 
to  individual  persons,  with  or  without  compensation,  as 
the  safety  or  security  of  the  United  States  shall  require; 
but  when  converted  into  money,  and  paid  into  the 


Treasury  of  the  United  States,  they  assume  a  different 
character;  they  are  revenue;  and  that  Congress  can 
apply  the  revenue  of  the  country  to  internal  improve- 
ments, or  make  a  donation  of  it  to  States  or  individuals, 
has  been  constantly  denied  by  a  great  majority  of  the 
American  people. 

The  approval  by  the  people  of  the  veto  of  the  Presi- 
dent on  the  Maysville  and  Lexington  road  bill  is,  to  my 
mind,  conclusive  evidence  on  this  point,  and  is  in  accord- 
ance with  my  own  opinion,  which  has  been  long  settled, 
that  Congress  does  not  possess  ttie  power  to  appropriate 
money  for  internal  improvements  in  any  case;  though 
some,  whose  judgment  I  hif^hly  respect,  contend  that 
Congress  have  this  power,  if  the  improvement  is  of  a 
national  character.  1  have  never  been  able  to  make  thb 
distinction,  because  I  am  unable  to  discover  what  gives 
nationality  to  a  road  or  canal,  or  other  worka  of  a  like 
kind;  no  one  yet  has,  1  believe,  been  able  to  settle  the 
question  satts4ctorily  to  himself.  Whether  it  be  length, 
width,  or  the  cost  of  construction,  or  its  locality,  remains 
yet  an  unsettled  point.  Some  contend  that  a  road  or 
canal  which  has  its  route  in  two  or  more  Stales,  or  con- 
nects with  two  or  more  large  cities,  is  national,  and  ought 
to  be  constructed  by  Congress  with  the  money  of  the 
United  States;  while  others  seem  to  think  that  the  bare 
application  of  these  funds  to  such  works  gives  them  their 
national  charscter;  and  this  very  dissgreement  proves 
the  unsoundness  of  the  doctrine.  For  my  own  part,  I 
have  never  been  able  to  assent  to  any  of  these  theories, 
nor  can  I  believe  that  Congress  can  rightfully  apply  the 
money  of  the  United  States,  either  directly  by  the  opers- 
tion  of  an  act  of  Congress,  carried  into  effect  by  officers 
of  this  Government,  or  indirectly  by  or  through  the 
agency  of  the  States,  to  any  such  objects.  But  it  may, 
and  has  been  said,  in  support  of  this  doctrine,  and  that 
too  with  great  confidence,  that  Congress  have  power  to 
make  military  roads.  I  am  not  willing  to  cede  even  this 
as  a  permanent  power  to  be  exercised  at  any  time,  and 
under  any  circumstance,  by  Congress.  That  Congresi 
have  power  to  provide  means  for  marching  the  armies 
of  the  United  States  from  one  part  of  the  country  to 
another,  is  undeniable;  and  that  they  have  power  to 
order  roads,  made  for  such  purpose,  is  equslly  so.  But 
this  power  rests  on  the  same  foundation,  and  Is  to  be 
governed  by  the  same  principles,  as  the  right  to  quarter 
soldiers  in  the  houses  of  citizens,  or  to  tske  private 
property  for  public  use.  A  compensation  for  the  use  is 
to  be  made  the  owner,  in  money;  and  so  soon  as  the  use 
is  determined,  the  property  reverts  to  its  original  pro- 
prietor, in  all  cases  where  such  property  is  of  a  per- 
manent nature.  A  military  road  is  a  mere  temporar)' 
occupancy  of  land  over  which  it  passes;  and  when  that 
is  determined,  the  power  of  Congress  over  it  ceases.  In 
order  to  establish  the  doctrine  or  internal  improvements 
by  this  Government,  and  to  extend  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  msking  roads  and  canala,  I  have  heard  it  urged 
with  much  earnestness,  and  relied  on  as  conclusive,  thst 
the  constitution  declares  that  Congress  shall  have  power 
to  establish  post  roads.  The  power  given  to  Congress 
in  the  constitution  is  in  these  words:  **  to  estsblisb  port 
offices  and  nost  roads."  And  it  has  been  contended  that 
to  establish  is  to  build,  to  erect,  to  make,  &c.  To  this  \ 
I  cannot  agree.  That  Congress  has  power  to  direct 
upon  what  road  the  mail  shall  be  carried,  no  ond  doubts; 
and  the  words  *•  to  establish  post  roads,"  as  used  In  the 
constitution,  mean,  as  I  understand  them,  to  fix  unalter- 
ably, xnd  were  intended,  no  doubt,  to  prevent  the  open- 
tion  of  State  power  from  interfering  with  this  bnnch 
of  nfctional  economy,  whose  ramifications  vfould  perv?de 
every  section  of  the  country.  It  was  to  keep  the  trsrel 
of  (he  mail  secure  upon  one  line  while  passing  through 
a  ^'ate,  so  as  to  connect  with  the  same  line  in  another 
State,  and  not  to  build  or  construct  the  road,  that  was  in- 
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tended  by  this  provitkin  of  the  conititution.  The  power 
to  eaCaUish  poft  offices  surely  does  not  authorize  Coiu 
gress  io  build  houses  for  each  post  office  in  the  United 
Stales.  Such  a  construction  no  one,  I  presume,  would 
contend  fort  yet  I  can  see  no  difference  io  the  two  cases. 
Upon  the  whole,  then,  I  conclude  that  roads,  canals,  and 
works  of  internal  improvement  of  a  like  kind,  are  not 
such  works  as  Congress  can  ri^tfully  construct  with  the 
money  of  the  nation.  But,  sir,  I  esa  readily  conceive 
Works  which  Conrress  can  order;  and  it  is  from  the 
nature  and  use  to  which  the  object  is  to  be  applied,  and 
not  from  its  extension  or  quantity,  that  skives  Gonffress 
this  right.  A  ship  of  war  ■  a  national  work;  therefore^ 
Conf^ress  csn  order  ships  of  war  to  be  built  The  cast- 
isg  of  a  cannon  ball,  and  the  making  a  musket,  are  also 
nstional  works«  and  even  the  printingthe  journals  of  this 
body.  Congress  can,  therefore,  have  all  this  done;  and 
so  of  every  other  object  which  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
csny  on  the  operations  of  this  Government.  The  quan* 
tily,  as  well  as  the  time  and  manner  of  performing  the 
work,  is  altogether  within  the  discretioflary  power  of 
Congress;  and  to  all  these  objects^  and  none  other,  can 
this  power  cr  the  money  of  this  'Government  be  right- 
fully extended. 

1  have  thus  fitf  considered  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee, and  have  shown,  I  trust,  that  the  pubfic  lands  of  the 
United  States  are  not  revenue,  and  that  they  were  not 
ceded  to  the  United  States,  as  trustee,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  States  severally,  but  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the 
United  Statea,  as  Government  property;  nor  were  the 
deeds  of  cession  accepted  as  trustee,  but  as  an  indepen- 
dent sovereignty,  the  land  to  be  disposed  of  in  such 
manner  as  Congress  should  think  expedient;  but  when 
nU  and  converted  into  money,  that  money  becomes 
part  of  the  revenue  of  the  country,  and  is,  to  all  intents 
snd  purposes,  in  the  same  condition,  to  be  disposed  of 
is  the  same  manner,  and  none  other,  as  moneys  receiv- 
ed into  the  Treasury  from  taxes,  customs,  or  any  other 
source.  I  am  gkd  to  be  informed  that  I  am  not  alone  in 
this  opinion.  1  find  in  tlie  Debates  on  this  question,  in 
1833,  which  has  this  moment  been  put  into  my  hands  by 
a  friend,  the  same  opinion  expressed  by  an  honorable 
Senator  of  exalted  intellect,  commanding  talents,  and 
great  power  in  debate,  and  whose  speeches  I  have  read 
not  only  with  admiration,  but  delight;  and  when  I  say 
this,  I  need  hardly  inform  the  Senate  that  that  gentle- 
nan  waa  from  South  Carolina.  '*  Mr.  Hayne  moved  to 
itrike  out  the  words  which  provide  for  the  distribution 
of  the  proceeds  (public  lanas)  amongst  the  States.  He 
*u  opposed  to  the  introduction  of  tlie  principle  of  dis- 
tributing the  revenue  among  the  States.  He  insisted 
that  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  did  constitute  a 
part  of  the  revenue.  The  clause  which  he  moved  to 
strike  out  cut  off  a  part  of  tlie  public  revenue,  taking  it 
from  the  Treasury  to  divide  it  among  tlie  SUtes;"  and 
further,  in  reply  to  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
C^O  Mr.  Hayne  contended,  "that  if  the  construction 
of  that  Senator  was  correct,  there  was  no  limitation  to 
^e  powera  of  the  general  Government,  and  they  might 
be  exercised  under  a  wild  discretion,  the  extent  of 
which  could  not  be  anticipated  or  controlled.  He  as- 
serted there  ought  not  to  be  any  surplus  money  in  the 
Treasury,  but  that  care  should  be  Uken  to  regulste  the 
tixea,  so  as  to  have  no  unnecessary  amount  in  the  Treas- 
Jfy*"  It  seems  to  me  that  this  argument  ought  to  have 
forever  settled  this  question;  but,  unfortunately,  it  has 
not.  It  remains  now  tliat  we  inquire  whether  the  mo- 
n^y  called  the  surplus  in  the  Treasury,  should  it  be  ad- 
knitted  to  be  altogether  the  proceedsof  the  public  lands, 
can  constitutionally  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  and 
distributed  to  the  several  Statea,  as  contemplated  by  the 
bill  before  us.  I'he  report  of  the  committee  itself 
«ecms  to  doubt  the  unlimited  power  oC  Congress  over 


every  part  of  the  public  revenue,  to  be  disposed  of  as 
mentioned  in  the  bill;  and  well  may  the  committee 
doubt,  for  no  money  can  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury 
but  in  consequence  of  appropriations  made  by  law;  and 
all  appropriations  must  be,  as  the  friends  of  the  bill  on 
a  former  occasion  rightfully  contended,  made  for  some 
specific  and  certain  purpose,  and  such  purpose  clearly 
within  the  granted  power  of  Congress.  To  this  doc- 
trine I  do  not  object;  it  is  the  only  safe  doctrine  for  thia 
Government  to  pursue;  and  it  would  be  fiu*  better,  and 
more  Batisfactoi7  to  the  country,  should  Congress  ad- 
here to  it  more  strictly  in  future,  than  has  been  done  in 
times  that  are  past;  but  like  all  other  soiUid  texts  in  the 
hands  of  commentators,  it  can  be  construed  to  cover 
the  worst  of  purposes,  it  is  attempted,  however,  to 
get  over  this  objection — the  wsnt  of  specific  object  in 
drawing  this  money  from  the  Treasury— by  endeavoring 
to  prove  that  there  is  a  difference  in  the  exercise  of  the 
power  of  <}ongress  over  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  arising 
from  the  sale  of  public  land^  and  that  received  from 
other  sources;  but  in  this  attempt  I  think  the  committee 
have  entirely  fiiiled.  I  object,  then,  to  the  paasage  of 
this  bin,  becsuse,  in  the  first  place,  it  makes  no  appro- 
priation at  all,  for  there  is  no  purpose  mentioned  in  the 
bill  to  which  the  money  is  to  be  applied.  But  should  I 
waive  this,  and  consider  the  distribution  to  the  States  a 
sufficient  designation,  I  would  still  contend  that  this  is 
no  appropriation  for  any  definite  object,  or  for  any  pur- 
pose over  which  Congress  can  exercise  any  constitu- 
tional authority  whatever.  I  wish  to  be  clearly  and  dis- 
tinctly understood  on  this  point.  The  distribution  of 
any  part  of  the  revenue  to  the  Statea,  whether  the  same 
be  called  surplus,  or  by  any  other  name,  will  be  an  un- 
authorized act  of  Congress,  becsuse  Congress  have  no 
power  to  compel  the  States  to  apply  the  money  to  any 
specific  object;  for  I  presume  no  one  will  contend  that 
Congress  can  coerce  State  legislation,  if  the  money, 
then,  ia  appropriated  to  the  SUtea,  it  surely  must  be 
without  constitutional  authority,  because  it  is  not  given 
for  the  defence,  protection,  or  welfsre  of  the  United 
States;  nor  is  any  other  object  whatever  designated,  to 
which  it  is  to  be  spplied,  over  which  Congress  can  have 
the  least  control.  1  remind  gentlemen  of  the  three  mil- 
lion appropristion,  passed  by  the  House  at  tbe  last  ses- 
sion, and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence,  which  waa 
strongly  objected  to  as  unconstitutional;  not  because  the 
use  contemplated  by  the  bill,  to  which  the  money  was 
to  be  applied,  was  not  within  the  power  of  Congress,  but 
because  the  appropriation  was  not  sufficiently  specific. 
Yet  that  appropriation  was  to  be  applied  by  the  Presi- 
dent to  fortifications,  increase  of  the  navy,  and  general 
expense  of  the  country,  should  circumstances  occur 
making  its  expenditure  necessary  before  the  next  meet- 
ing of  Congress.  But  so  obnoxious  to  the  constitution 
was  it  deemed,  that  if  an  enemy  was  battering  the  very 
walls  of  the  Capitol,  gentlemen  would  not  vote  it  to 
save  them.  I  think  we  have  the  right  to  expect  their 
votes  now,  when  the  constitution,  according  to  their 
doctrine  and  underatanding  of  it,  is  threatened  with  a 
thousand  times  more  deadly  assault  than  that  which  they 
feared  in  the  three  million  appropriation,  and  that  they 
will  step  forward  at  once  to  its  rescue.  Here  is  an  ap- 
propriation, or  at  least  an  application,  to  take  from  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  SUtes  neariy  thirty  millions  of 
dollars.  It  is  asked  for  without  its  being  applied  by 
Congress  to  any  specific  purpose  under  heaven;  but 
placed  under  the  power  of  men  over  whom  Congress 
has  no  earthly  control,  and  by  whom  it  may  be  used  for 
that  purpose  which  we  have  so  often  heard  mentioned — 
the  dissolution  of  the  Union  itself,  and  the  deatruction 
of  the  very  Government  which  bestows  it.  But  this  is 
not  all.  Congress,  by  this  act,  becomes  the  evil  genius 
of  the  country,  instead  of  its  benefactor;  because,  the 
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money  being*  collected  of  til  the  citizens,  without  object 
or  necessity,  it  seents  to  be  Admitted  that  Congress  can- 
not devise  the  means  by  which  this  ill-gotten  treasure 
sUiall  be  returned  to  those  from  whom  it  was  actually 
taken;  it  is,  therefore,  concluded  to  return  it  to  a  part 
only.  This  money  has  been  collected  from  the  poor 
and  laboring  classes,  in  (comparatively  speaking)  small 
quantities;  it  is  to  be  returned  in  masses  to  the  Stales, 
and  I  defy  the  ingenuity  of  man — at  least  man  as  be  now 
exists — to  prevent  it,  under  this  process,  from  passing 
into  the  hands  of  the  more  wealthy  and  speculating 
part.  And  we  shall  surely  find  that  the  appropriation 
by  the  States  qf  money  collected  by  this  Government, 
and  distributed  to  them,  will  be  to  make  the  rich  more 
wealthy  and  to  keep  the  laboring  classes  in  perpetual 
indigence.  It  is  a  palpable  truth  that  the  real  wealth  of 
a  country  must  arise  from  the  actual  labor  of  the  coun- 
try. Trade  is  always  fictitious,  and  in  this  country  this 
fact  is  true  to  a  proverb;  and  it  is  also  true,  that  the 
great  body  of  our  laborers  are  agriculturists,  and  our 
greatest  staples  are  the  products  of  the  earth.  All  that 
this  productive  class  of  men  ask  of  Government  is,  to 
provide  for  their  security;  for  the  earnings  of  their 
daily  toil;  that,  when  the  evening  sun  shall  go  down, 
they  may  rest  in  quiet,  and  none,  by  force  or  fraud, 

{ private  or  public,  be  permitted  to  rob  them  of  their 
abor,  or  disturb  their  repose;  they  ask  not,  they  want 
not,  giAs  or  gratuities  from  the  Government,  because 
they  well  know  that  the  means  of  bestowment  must  be 
the  oppression  of  their  own  or  a  foreign  country. 

If  we  are  to  consider  the  distribution  contemplated  by 
the  bill  as  a  mere  g^tutty  on  the  part  of  this  Govern- 
ment, and  that  Congress  has  no  power  to  define  the 
purposes  to  which  the  States  shall  apply  it— and  this 
principle  seems  to  be  admitted  by  the  bill  itself— I  should 
be  glad  to  know  what  could  prevent  Congress  from  dis- 
tributing to  twenty-four  individuals,  or  any  other  num> 
ber,  this  mbney,  instead  of  a  distribution  among  the 
States.  I  can  see  no  difference  in  the  principle  govern- 
ing the  two  cases;  and  the  exercise  of  power,  in  my  view 
of  the  subject,  is  as  clearly  unconstitutional  in  the  one 
case  as  the  other,  thoueh  a  distribution  to  indivic^uals 
would  so  shock  the  moral  sense  of  every  man  that,  with 
one  unitedVoice,  it  would  be  declared  that  Congress 
had  most  grossly  violated  the  constitution,  as  well  as 
been  guilty  of  an  act  of  moral  turpitude. 

To  bestow  money  as  an  act  of  government,  and  leave 
its  application  to  the  recipients,  is  one  of  the  first,  and 
commonly  the  surest,  means  that  despots  resort  to,  not 
only  to  g8in,'^but  secure  power,  and  strengthen  their 
hold  in  every  country  where  despotism  has  existed;  and 
it  is  despotism  in  any  Government — I  care  not  by  what 
name  it  is  called — to  exercise  the  power  of  collecting 
money  of  the  people  more  than  sufficient  to  defray  the 
necessary  expenses  of  the  country,  and  bestowing  or 
dividing  the  surplus,  according  to  its  own  pleasure,  either 
amongst  States,  corporations,  or  individuals. 

If  Congress  has  the  power  to  divide  a  part  of  the 
revenue  collected  by  this  Government  amongst  the 
Spates,  the  right  certainly  exists  to  require  the  States  to 
m  ake  such  application  of  the  money  as  Congress  shall 
think  proper.  Such,  indeed,  was  the  principle  of  the 
original  bill  in  this  case,  and  it  must  be,  that,  under  this 
claim  of  power.  Congress  can  direct  and  control  State 
legislation;  can  require  the  different  State  Legislatures 
to  apply  the  money  in  payment  of  Governor,  Judges, 
and  other  officers  of  the  State  Government;  and  even 
the  payment  of  their  own  wages.  Congress  can  still  go 
one  step  further;  they  can  direct  the  payment  in  such 
sums  as  they  may  think  proper,  and  in  addition  to  the 
salaries  allowed  by  the  States.  If  the  doctrine  of  divid- 
ing the  surplus  revenue  be  once  admitted  as  correct,  I 
-^annot  see  why  Congress  has  not  the  power  to  apply  it 


directly  to  the  payment  of  State  oflicers  as  additional 
salaries,  allowing  to  each  such  sum  as  shall  be  deemed 
just,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Stales 
on  the  warrant  of  such  oflScer. 

There  is  another  view  of  this  subject  still  more  appal- 
ling. It  is  true  that  Congress,  by  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  have  no  power  to  make  any  law  respect- 
ing an  establishment  of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free 
exercise  thereof;  but  if  Congress  have  power  to  create 
a  surplus  revenue,  and  power  to  make  a  distribution  of 
the  same,  they  can  in  effect  render  null  and  void  this 
provision  of  the  constitution;  they  can  distribute  this 
money  to  any  church  or  sect  they  please,  and  thus,  as  hr 
as  money  and  the  ftivor  of  the  Government  will  snswer, 
give  such  church  or  sect  the  ascendency,  whether  the 
same  be  Protestant  or  Catholic.  It  is  said  money  answers 
all  things.  Congress  can  then,  by  its  use,  make  sn  es- 
tablishment of  religion.  There  can  be  no  doubt  on  this 
subject,  if  Congress  possesses  the  power  to  make  the 
distribution  as  contemplated  by  the  bill.  I  feel  confident 
that  I  have  not  extended  the  arguntent  further  than  the 
premises  will  warrant;  and  I  now  seriousljr  put  the  ques- 
tion to  every  member  of  this  body,  if  he  u  prepared  to 
say  that,  by  virtue  of  the  power  vested  in  him  by  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  he  has  the  right  to  vole 
an  appropriation  of  money  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States  for  any  or  the  purposes  which  | 
have  mentioned.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  one  Senator 
who  will  openly  and  positively  avow  such  right.  We 
test  principles  by  their  application  to  individual  cases; 
take,  then,  a  single  case.  A  bill  is  presented  making  an 
appropriation  of  money  for  the  payment  of  the  salary  of 
the  Governor  of  Ohio,  with  the  condition  that  it  shall  be 
in  ful^and  that  he  shall  not  receive  any  other  pay  or 
emolument  from  the  State,  or  without  any  condition 
whatever.  Such  a  bill  would  not,  I  am  sure,  receive  a 
single  vote  in  this  body;  and  yet,  if  we  pass  this  bill,  we 
are  doing  that  indirectly,  which  we  would  not  dare  to 
do  directly,  by  creating  or  appointing  an  agent  to  re- 
ceive this  money,  who  nas  the  power  to  Apply  it  to  the 
very  purpose  above  mentioned.  The  bill,  as  amended 
by  the  committee,  is  more  objectionable  on  this  account 
than  the  original,  for  that  rec^uired  an  application  of  the 
money  to  certain  specified  objects;  and,  if  Congress  had 
power  to  apply  money  to  these  objects,  there  may  be  a 
color  of  right  in  the  idea  that  Congress  may  designate 
the  agent  to  make  its  application.  The  bill  before  us, 
however,  opens  the  very  flood-gates  of  corruption,  for 
it  establishes  the  doctrine  that  .Congress  may  levy  upon 
the  people  of  the  Unit^  States  any  sum  or  sums  of 
money  they  may  think  proper,  and  bestow,  or,  to  use 
the  language  of  the  bill,  distribute  any  part  thereof 
when  and  to  whom  it  pleases.  I  deny  the  whole  power 
of  this  Government  to  collect  and  distribute  a  surplus 
revenue.  The  next  question  is,  can  the  States  rightfull> , 
and  in  conformity  to  their  own  constitutions,  permit 
Congress  to  become  their  almoner,  and  accept  this  prof- 
fered bounty?  This  is  an  important  consideration  for 
the  States  themselves.  Have  they  so  divested  them- 
selves of  power  as  to  be  made  the  mere  and  inactive  re- 
cipients of  the  bounty  of  this  Government,  and  suffer 
their  own  treasury  to  be  replenished  by  whoM>cver  is 
disposed  to  do  so?  Must  they  permit  individuals,  banks, 
or  even  foreign  Governments,  to  pour  into  their  treas- 
uries such  sums  of  money  as  shall  be  thought  proper,  ss 
a  mere  and  naked  gratuity  to  the  State?  I  am  clearly 
of  opinion  that  no  State  Government  in  this  Union  ought 
to'opcn  the  doors  of  their  treasury  for  any  such  pur- 
pose; for  the  accepting  or  rejecting  of  gifts  is  a  private 
and  individual  power,  not  transferable  to  the  represent- 
ative of  a  State,  because  the  act  is  matter  of  conscience, 
not  of  law. 
I      But  if  the  States  are  to  have  any  agency  in  this  distrl- 
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bution,  if  It  is  necessary  for  them  to  do  any  things  in  con- 
formity  to  the  act  of  Cong^ress  to  enable  them  to  take 
and  possets  this  surplus  revenue,  I  hold  that  such  act 
would  be  in  contravention  of  the  tenth  section  of  the  first 
article  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  because 
it  would  be  a  treaty  of  confederation  with  another  Gov- 
ernment; and  the  States  surely  intended  to  divest  them- 
selves of  this  power  by  accepting^  the  constitution  of  the 
UnUe«l  States,  for  its  exercise  had  led,  and  would  con- 
tinue to  lead,  to  inextricable  difficulties  and  dangers  to 
the  equal  rights  of  the  States,  as  well  as  to  their  peace 
and  union.  To  levy  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  and  im- 
posts, is  an  attribute  of  the  sovereign  power  of  a  country. 
Congress  could  not  have  exercised  it  but  by  express 
grant.  The  States,  having  granted  it  to  Congress  so  far 
as  the  grant  extends  and  is  exclusive,  cannot  exercise 
the  power  themselves;  but  the  divestment  of  power  by 
the  States  would  be  an  idle  ceremony,  if  the  same  pow- 
er can  be  exercised  by  Congress  for  the  benefit  of  the 
States;  and  thus  would  there  be  two  distinct  and  separate 
powers,  each  possessing  the  right  of  raising  a  revenue 
off  the  people  for  the  same  object  and  purpoaes — a  con- 
dition to  which,  if  rightly  understood,  1  am  sure  the 
people  would  never  submit;  and  thus  the  States,  by  the 
creation  of  this  Government  for  special  ends,  would  only 
keep  the  word  of  promise  to  the  ear,  but  break  it  to  the 
sense.  This  is  the  first  attempt,  since  the  formation  of 
the  constitution— the  existence  of  this  Government— to 
bestow  money  collected  as  revenue  gratuitously  upon 
the  States,  it  is  a  new  invention  to  rid  ourselves  of 
money  which,  through  mistaken  policy,  has  been  im- 
properly collected  in  the  Treasury.  And  as  error  con- 
stantly begets  error,  multiplying  in  size  as  well  as  num- 
ber as  it  progresses,  the  error  of  a  protective  tariff  begot 
the  greater  error  called  the  compromise  bill,  by  which 
it  is  claimed  that  in  the  paasagaof  that  bill  Congress 
made  an  sgreement  or  bargain,  by  way  of  compromise 
amongst  the  members  with  each  other,  by  which  more 
money  has  been  brought  into  the  Treasury  than  is  ne- 
cessary for  the  legitimate  expenses  of  the  Government; 
and  it  is  now  insisted  that  the  law  passed  in  pursuance  of 
this  agreement  ou^ht  not  now  to  be  interfered  with;  and 
to  remedy  the  evil  occasioned  by  this  law— «  surplus 
revenue  in  the  Treasury — instead  of  repealing  or  amend- 
ing  the  law,  it  is  proposed  to  distribute  it  amongst  the 
States,  which  would  be  a  still  more  palpable  and  dan- 
gerous error. 

The  very  silence  which  has  so  long  existed  under  this 
Government  as  to  the  power  of  Congress,  as  contempla- 
ted by  the  bill,  is  strong  and  almost  conclusive  proof,  to 
my  niind,  that  the  power  does  not  exist.  I  have  looked 
in  vain  into  the  report  of  the  committee  for  the  provision 
of  the  constitution  on  which  they  intend  to  rest  this  bill. 
The  report  to  me,  however,  on  this  point,  is  a  sealed 
book.  l*be  honorable  chairman  can,  no  doubt,  turn  us 
at  once  to  that  grant  of  power  on  which  the  committee 
relied  for  the  passage  of  an  act  of  Congress  for  the  rais- 
iRg  more  money  than  sufficient  for  all  the  purposes  of 
this  Government,  and  distributing  the  surplus  to  the 
several  States.  I  hope,  however,  we  shall  not  be  told 
that  it  is  to  be  found  in  that  clause  of  the  constitution 
which  gives  to  Cong^ss  the  power  to  provide  for  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  United 
States.  This  provision,  which,  upon  every  fair  principle 
of  construction,  can  only  be  viewed  as  a  declaration  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  folloVing  granted  specific  pow- 
ers shall  be  exercised,  has  been  so  often  pressed  into  ser- 
vice for  other  purposes,  that  it  can  now  be  made  to  al- 
most prove  whatever  may  be  desired.  It  is  a  kind  of 
Swiss  corps,  to  serve  wherever  the  highest  reward  can 
be  obtained.  I  cannot,  however,  admit  its  service  in  the 
distribution  of  a  surplus  revenue;  and  I  can  see  no  other 
provision  of  the  constitution  the  advocates  of  this  bill  can 
rely  on  for  support. 


If,  however,  any  one  should  believe  that  Congress  pos- 
sesses the  power,  in  the  imposition  of  taxes,  duties,  cus- 
toms, and  excise,  or  in  any  other  manner,  to  collect 
more  funds  than  will  be  necessary  to  pay  the  debts  and 
provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  the 
surplus  amongst  the  States  in  their  separate  and  individ- 
ual character,  I  would  still  insist  that  the  exercise  of 
such  power  would  be  highly  impolitic,  unjust,  and  dan- 
gerous to  the  safety  and  happiness  of  the  country.  It  is 
with  Statesas  individuals;  the  possession  of  money,  with- 
out the  application  of  their  own  means  for  its  attainment, 
almost  universally  produces  a  disposition  to  idleness  and 
premature  decay.  No  possible  plan  could,  in  my  opin- 
ion, be  better  devised  for  the  prostration  of  the  State 
Governments,  and  the  establishment  of  centralism  and 
eventual  consolidation,  than  this:  what  at  first  is  granted 
as  a  gratuity,  arising  out  of  temporary  causes,  will  soon 
be  claimed  as  matter  of  right  and  justice,  and  insisted  on 
until  it  shall  obtain  permanency  of  character,  and  be 
deemed  essential  to  the  existence  of  the  State  Govern- 
ments; and  thus  the  very  existence  of  the  Sutes  will  de- 
pend on  the  bounty  of  Congress.  I  am  well  aware  that 
direct  payment  of  the  aalaries  of  State  officers,  by  an 
act  of  Congress,  would,  at  first,  as  has  been  observed, 
shock  the  moral  sense  of  the  community,  and  defeat  the 
very  object  to  be  gained.  We  are  about  to  give  the 
money  in  a  more  coy  and  coquettish  manner;  we  begin 
by  saying  it  is  the  money  of  the  people,  and,  having  no 
use  for  it  here,  we  wiU  return  it  to  those  who  paid  it. 
We  in  the  next  breath  acknowledge  that  this  cannot 
in  fact  be  done,  and  we  conclude  to  give  it  in  masses 
to  the  States,  to  be  disposed  of  as  they  think  expedi- 
ent. This  squeamishness  will  soon  wear  off,  and  we 
shall  shortly  find  more  open  attempts  made  to  debauch 
the  States,  and  the  States  themselves  will  accept  the 
price  of  their  prostitution,  as  a  business  matter  necessa- 
ry to  their  existence.  Having  the  large  sums  of  money 
which  this  bill  proposes  to  place  at  their  disposal,  the 
State  Legislatures  may  quickly  see  a  great  propriety  in 
an  increase  of  salaries  and  wages  of  the  State  officers; 
and  although  there  may  be  a  little  higgling  about  it  at 
first,  yet  the  propriety  of  an  increased  compensation  to 
themselves  will  soon  appear  evident— this  will  be  almost 
a  matter  of  course;  while  to  blind  the  eyes  of  the  people, 
a  reduction  of  taxes  will  take  place.  **  Lead  us  not  into 
temptation.'*  Although  we  may  forget  this  excellent 
prayer  here,  I  fervently  hope  that  it  may  be  remembered 
by  the  States.  *'  The  love  of  money  is  the  root  of  all 
evil."  This  principle  and  patriotism  cannot  dwell  to- 
gether; they  will  never  be  found  in  the  same  breast;  they 
are  antipodes  to  each  other,  and  cannot  be  brought  to- 
gether; and  money,  like  every  other  witching  concern  of 
life,  the  possession  of  it  creates  the  desire  for  more.  Le- 
gislative bodies  are  men,  and  subject  to  all  the  frailties 
of  men  in  other  situations;  and  if  an  ass  laden  with  g^ld 
could  open  the  gates  of  a  city  which  the  conqueror  of 
Greece  could  not  force,  what  may  we  not  expect  that 
money  can  and  will  do  in  these  degenerate  times,  when 
gain  is  evidently  the  ruling  passion  of  the  land? 

Suppose,  sir,  that  the  bank,  called  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  should  offer  to  distribute  to  the  several 
States  some  millions  of  its  ill-gotten  wealth,  on  the  ground 
that  the  people  of  the  States  were  entitled  to  it,  because 
the  bink  had  collected  a  surplus  in  the  mode  that  insti- 
tution has  adopted  in  raising  a  revenue:  should  it  go  one 
step  further — oflTer  to  become  a  subscriber  to  every  cor- 
poration in  the  States,  and,  under  the  doctrine  of  vested 
rights,  thus  acquire  not  only  a  foothold,  but  a  freehold 
in  each  State;  no  State  ought  for  a  moment  to  hesi^te 
in  rejecting  this  harlotory  embrace,  this  unnatural  con- 
nexion, the  issue  of  which  would  be  a  monster,  abhor- 
red and  hated  by  all  just  and  good  men;  and  although 
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it  might  for  a  time  acquire  a  rickety  growth,  yet  its  de- 
formity could  never  be  hidden.  And  the  moment  that 
patriotism^  virtue,  and  love  of  country  should  pin  the 
ascendency,  its  power  and  influence  would  be  m  a  mo- 
ment driven  from  the  land.  One  State,  it  is  feared,  has 
already  fallen  i  and  that  State,  too,  which  has  heretofore 
been  conndered  the  pride,  strength,  and  glory  of  our 
Union.  Its  democratic  citizens,  it  is  yet  hoped,  will  re- 
deem themselves  from  this  thraldom,  and  will  shiver  in- 
to a  thousand  atoms  the  fetterswith  which  it  is  attempt- 
ed to  bind  themt  that  they  will  grind  the  golden  calf  to 
powder,  strew  it  upon  water,  mA  compel  its  votaries  to 
drink  thereof. 

If  the  potency  of  money  in  the  hands  of  a  bank  is  of 
such  dangerous  tendency,  when  improperly  used,  what 
may  we  espect  and  look  for  from  the  same  cause,  when 
the  United  Stales  is  the  agent  to  carry  on  the  operations? 

As  you  lessen  the  necessity  for  the  States  relying  on 
their  own  means  and  exertions  for  their  support,  you 
destroy  their  ability  to  do  so:  their  increasing  weakness 
becomes  the  strength  of  this  Government,  and  thus  ena- 
bles it  to  supply  sdditional  means  to  make  the  States 
still  more  weak.  The  very  money  you  bestow,  although 
it  may  make  the  State  rich  in  a  peeuniary  point  of  view, 
yet  those  very  riches  will  be  the  bane  of  equality  and 
freedom.  Suppose  the  money  you  bestow  should  be 
sufficient  to  enable  the  State  to  become  the  owner  of 
•very  canal  and  leading  road  in  its  jurisdiction,  and  to 
hold  the  same  as  Government  property;  the  first  result 
would  be  s  host  of  officers  to  *<eat  out  the  substance  of 
the  people,  and  destroy  their  living;"  the  next  to  bring 
into  existence  a  class  of  men  who  would  of  course  be- 
come the  tenants,  laborers,  and  dependants  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, instead  of  being  free  eitjsens  of  the  State. 
When  Government  is  a  large  property  holder,  the  in- 
evitable consequence  must  and  will  be  distinctions  in 
society.  The  wealth  of  the  country  will  be  found  in  the 
lesser  number,  and  power  will  be  more  secure  in  the 
hands  of  those  who  are  intrusted  wit<b  the  management 
of  public  affsirs,  until  the  very  condition  of  landlord 
and  tenant  will  be  found  to  exist  between  the  officers  of 
Government  and  laborers  for  the  State.  It  is,  ia  mv 
opinion,  a  perfect  absurdity  to  suppose  that  the  princi- 
ples of  democracy  and  equal  rights  can  long  exist  in 
a  State  that  is  herself  a  large  property  holder.  It  has 
been  said  that  money  is  power,  and  that  *<power  is  al- 
wsys  stealing  from  the  many  to  the  few."  And  if 
what  money  we  have  collected  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  Ststes  be  the  leaven  by  which  the  officers  of  this 
Government  are  to  be  corrupted,  I  very  much  fear  that 
its  power  will  be  far  more  deleterious,  and  operate  far 
more  extensively,  when  divided  and  sent  into  the  State 
treasuriea.  If  the  State  Governments  can  be  preserved 
pure  and  uncontaminated,  this  Government,  which  can- 
not exist  but  by  action  of  the  States  in  their  sovereign 
capacity,  cannot  well  become  corrupt,  or  long  remain 
so.  it  will  be  brought  back  by  the  influence  of  the 
States  to  correct  principles.  The  power  of  the  States 
in  prescribing  the  manner  of  electing  the  President, 
and  in  their  direct  power  in  electing  Senators  in  this 
body,  will  be  sufficient  to  do  this,  although  instructions 
from  the  constituent  body  to  the  representative  here 
may  be  disregarded.  But  if  the  State  Governments 
once  become  corrupt,'  there  is  no  possible  means  by 
which  this  Government  can  be  kept  pure:  the  fountain 
being  poisoned,  the  stream  must  become  of  the  most 
noxious  character.  I  hope,  then,  that  the  wealth  of  this 
Government,  whether  acquired  by  force  from  otlier 
countries,  or  by  fraud  upon  our  own — a  fraud  in  taxing 
them  more  than  sufficient  to  answer  all  the  demands  of 
the  United  States— wilt  never  be  sent  into  the  States:  at 
least,  I  hope  the  State  in  which  I  reside  will  not  receive 
^  for  the  ver)*  scheme  is  scattering  broadcast  through 


the  land  the  seeds  of  that  corrupting  influence  which 
must  end  in  the  subserviency  of  the  States,  and  the  con- 
solidation of  all  power  in  the  hands  of  those  who  have 
the  means  and  the  will  to  collect  money  without  limita- 
tion, and  distribute  it  to  whom  and  when  they  pleaae;  for 
when  this  bill  passes,  the  last  nail  will  have  been  driven 
into  the  coffin  of  State  sovereignty. 

It  seems  to  me  there  cannot  exist  a  doubt  but  thai  the 
distribution  of  any  part  of  the  public  revenue  amongst 
the  States,  will  be  the  means  of  chsnging  the  reUtions 
now  existing  between  the  General  Government  and 
them.  That  the  change  of  that  relation  will  be  the  de- 
struction of  one  Government  or  the  other,  1  have  no 
doubt.  I  am  myself  of  opinion  that  the  State  Govern^ 
ments  will  be  the  victims;  but  it  is  possible.  In  the  nature 
of  things,  that  the  reverae  may  be  the  case.  That  money 
which  is  collected  by  this  Government  by  indirect  taxa- 
tion, when  sent  into  the  States,  may  influence  the  peo- 
ple to  view  this  Government  as  a  fit  instrument  for  the 
collection  of  money  that  may  be  used  for  the  promotion 
of  individual  interest  or  the  advancement  of  State  pow- 
er, and  be  used  to  operate  on  elections,  so  aa  constantly 
to  send  to  Congress  men  who  will  be  under  an  obligation 
not  to  repeal  the  system,  but  to  extend  and  increase  \L 
In  such  case,  the  necessary  appropriations  for  the  army, 
navy,  or  even  the  civil  list,  may  be  so  neglected  or  re- 
duced, as  to  impede  and  weaken  all  the  operations  of 
this  Government.  Large  and  powerful  States  that  will, 
under  this  system  of  distribution,  receive  the  greatest 
sums,  may  find  it  to  thei^  interest  to  continue  the  same, 
and  push  it  to  the  utmost  extent;  and  by  thia  means  may. 
in  time,  be  able  to  overawe  the  power  of  the  confedera- 
cy, and  set  it  at  defiance,  and  thus  become  the  sole  ar- 
biters of  the  fate  of  this  country.  Many  gentlemen,  for 
whose  judgment  I  have  the  higbeat  reapect,  entertain 
this  opinion  and  these  riewa.  I  confess  I  am  alarmed  st 
the  pertinacity  wHh  which  this  bill  is  pressed  forward. 
That  more  is  expected  by  its  friends  than  at  first  view 
meets  the  eye,  I  have  no  doubt;  and  that  it  may  change 
the  policy  and  power  of  the  country  is  the  real  motive 
that  impels  it.  In  whatever  light  1  have  been  able  to 
look  at  this  measure,  to  my  mind  it  appears  fraught  with 
fearful  events. 

I  have  heard  it  oflen  said  there  is  a  large  amount  of 
money  in  the  Treasury  over  and  above  what  is  necessary 
to  supply  all  the  wanta  of  the  United  SUtes,  and  that  it 
is  impolitic  to  permit  it  to  remain  there,  because  it  may 
be  used  to  increase  the  influence  of  the  executive  power. 
I  cannot  admit  either  the  fact  or  reasoning  to  the  extent 
urged;  but  my  fir«t  answer  is,  that  it  ought  not  to  have 
been  brought  into  the  Treasury.  The  tariff,  upon  the 
payment  of  the  national  debt,  should  have  been  reduced 
to  the  wants  of  the  Government,  and  should  be  now  so 
reduced.  1  bold  that  I  am  not  bound  by  an  agreement 
entered  into  by  members  of  a  prior  Congreas,  in  order 
to  obtain  the  passage  of  any  law.  It  ia  not  only  the  right 
but  the  duty  of  the  present,  as  well  as  any  subsequent 
Congress,  to  repeal  or  amend  such  law,  if  in  their  opinion 
the  public  good  requires  it. 

There  is  another  view  which  attends  the  accumulation 
of  a  surplus  revenue  in  the  Treasury,  which,  to  my  mind, 
is  of  considerable  importance,  and  which  surplus,  I  be- 
lieve, will  not  be  reduced  but  increased  by  the  passage  of 
the  present  bill.  The  sale  of  the  public  lands  for  the  last 
year  has  been  large  beyond  all  calculation:  millions  of  mo- 
ney have  come  into  the  public  Treasury  from  that  source 
only.  These  purchases  have,  in  a  great  degree,  been 
made  for  speculation  slone.  The  facility  of  obtaining 
money  has  been  the  cause  of  engaging  many  in  this  busi- 
ness, and  that  facility  has,  no  doubt,  been  increaaed  by 
the  deposite  banks  discounting  on  the  public  mcmey  in 
their  vaults;  and  while  this  is  the  case,  speculation  in 
public  lands  will  continue,  and  large 'purchases  be  made 
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At  the  present  Government  price;  and  that  price  the  bill 
contemplates  in  all  future  purchases.  The  money  thus 
laid  out  will  return  immediately  into  the  deposite  banks, 
on  which  new  discounts  wiH  be  made  and  new  purchases 
followed;  and  thus  this  bill  will  enable  speculation  to 
make  the  very  meat  it  feeds  on,  until  the  whole  public 
domain  will  be  found  in  the  hands  of  the  rich  and 
wealthy,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  Stales  and  the 
oppression  of  the  laboring  classes  and  men  of  small 
capital. 

The  system,  then,  which  continues  the  present  price 
of  the  public  lands,  although  you  may  distribute  the 
public  revenue,  will  constantly  furnish  a  new  supplyt 
and  the  temporary  evil  now  complained  of  will  grow 
into  a  permanent  and  incurable  one.  The  public  lands 
are  the  property,  not  the  revenue,  of  the  United  States; 
but  when  converted  into  money,  that  money  is  revenue. 
While  they  remain  as  property,  Congress  has  full  pou  er 
to  cede,  grant,  or  dispose  of  them  in  any  manner,  or 
for  any  cause  or  purpose  that  may  be  thought  proper; 
but  the  moment  you  sell  and  convert  them  into  money, 
that  money  Is  a  part  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States;  and  Congress  cannot,  in  the  proper  exercise  of 
its  constitutional  powers,  give  it  away — cannot  barter  or 
sell  it — cannot,  in  fact,  apply  it  to  any  use  or  object 
but  those  which  are  clearly  within  the  power  of  Con- 
gress, by  the  grants  of  the  constitution.  I  am  fully 
aware  that  here  is  the  real  difficulty,  the  disputed  ques- 
tion— what  are  the  objects  which  are  within  the  power 
of  Congress,  and  upon  which  they  can  constitutionally 
expend  the  money  of  the  nation?  We,  no  doubt,  each 
of  us,  have  a  rule  by  which  to  test  this  question  of  pow- 
er. I  have  long  since  formed  one  for  myself,  and  every 
day's  experience  confirms  me  in  its  correctness.  It  is, 
that  Congress  bsve  no  power  over  any  subject  what- 
ever, where  the  States  possess  power  over  the  same 
subject;  OT^  in  other  words,  where  the  States  have 
power  over  a  subject.  Congress  possess  none,  except  it 
be  given  by  the  express  words  of  the  constitution,  and 
even  then  it  cannot  be  exercised  to  the  injury  or  detri- 
ment of  the  State  power;  and,  in  all  such  mstances,  the 
power  of  Congress  is  subordinate  to  that  of  the  States. 
The  only  instance  in  which  power  is  thus  disposed,  that 
I  can  now  call  to  mind,  is  that  of  levying  and  collecting 
direct  taxes — ^that  mode  of  taxation  which  is  consid- 
ered as  different  from  that  of  duties,  imposts,  customs, 
and  excise;  and  where  full  power  is  given  to  Congress, 
the  States  have  none  over  the  same  subject.  The  States 
cannot  levy  war,  regulate  commerce,  coin  money,  or  reg- 
ulate its  value,  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads,  or 
provide  or  maintain  a  navy;  and  for  the  very  plain  rea- 
son tliat  Congresa  have  full  power  over  these  objects. 
On  the  contrary,  Congress  have  no  power,  nor  can  they 
rightfully,  within  the  States,  make  roads  or  canals,  or 
internal  improvements  of  any  character,  establish  any 
system  of  education,  raise  money  for  any  State  purpose, 
or  in  any  manner,  or  by  any  means,  provide  fur  the 
current  expenses  of  the  State;  and  for  a  like  plain  rea- 
son, the  States  have  power  to  do  all  these  acts.  Our 
Government  is  so  admirably  formed  that  our  citizens  do 
not  owe  a  divided  duty;  what  the  States  have  reserved, 
and  can  require  of  them,  this  Government  has  not  the 
'  right  to  do;  and  what  this  Government  has  the  right  to 
require,  the  States  have  entirely  divested  themselves  of 
the  power  of  doing;  and  we  should  be  the  most  happy 
and  prosperous  people  on  earth  if  the  different  Gov- 
ernments, under  which  we  live,  would  each  confine  it- 
self to  its  appropriate  sphere  as  designated  and  marked 
out  by  its  framers.  There  would  be  no  clashing  of 
powers,  nor  doubt  in  the  discharge  of  duties  we  owe. 
Our  first  duty  is  to  the  State,  and,  when  that  ceases, 
our  duty  to  this  Government  begins.  The  distribution 
of  money,  collected  by  the  order  of  this  Government 


amongst  the  States,  is  not  only  an  arbitrary  and  unwar* 
rantable  stretch  of  power,  but  is  one  of  those  wild  spec* 
ulative  schemes  into  which  the  visionary  and  disappoint- 
ed are  sometimes  spt  to  h\\.  This  propensity  to  ex- 
travagant specttfattion,  into  which  our  people  are  at  this 
time  rushing,  as  well  in  political  as  moneyed  matters, 
ought,  as  far  as  possible,  to  be  checked  by  the  influence 
and  operation  or  this  Government  It  is  a  moral  cancer, 
to  which  if  the  cautery  or  the  knife  be  not  speedily  ap- 
plied, will  oonstttBe  every  principle  of  patriotism  and 
political  honesty  in  the  country.  The  disesse  is  deeply 
seated,  and  ita  progress  is,  indeed,  obvious  to  us  all.  I 
have  no  hope  or  expectation  that  mild  and  gentle  means 
will  effect  a  cure.  Strong  and  energetic  measures  must 
be  adopted;  and  we  ought  to  begin  here  at  home. 
Man^  of  the  streams  that  are  pouring  money  into  the 
public  Treasury,  and  swelling  the  amount  beyond  the 
necessary  wants  of  the  Government,  ought  to  be  in- 
stantly dried  up;  this  all  will  admit,  but  the  mode  of 
effecting  that  desirable  end  creates  the  difficulty. 

It  is  our  duty  to  apply  such  remedy  as  we  think  will 
come  at  the  evil;  I  will  suggest  one.  It  may  be  deemed 
a  weak  and  incompetent  one,  but  it  is  one  which  has 
presented  itself  to  my  mind,  and  which  my  judgment 
approves.  The  Sute  which  I  have  the  honor  m  part  to 
represent,  ought,  in  this  important  matter,  to  know  my 
whole  opinion,  that,  if  in  error,  it  may  be  corrected.  [ 
would  begin  with  the  public  land,  by  a  reduction  of  the 
price  to  at  least  one  dollar  per  acre,  and  confine  the 
sale  to  actual  settlers  in  limited  quantities,  and  would 
not  make  a  complete  title  until  after  three  years  contin- 
uous occupancy,  and  a  conditional  forfeiture  of  the  pur- 
chase money  in  defsult  of  so  doing.  The  public  lands 
ought  to  be  looked  to  ss  a  source  of  wealth  belonging  to 
future  generations,  not  on.  account  of  the  money  they 
will  bring,  but  for  the  population  they  will  sustain.  A 
steady,  industrious,  contented,  and  fixed  population,  are 
the  riches  of  a  country.  A  provision  of  the  above  kind 
would,  in  my  opinion,  produce  that  effect;  a  residence  of 
three  years  would  produce  the  blessings  and  attachments 
of  home,  while  the  sale  of  the  freehold,  even  at  an  ad- 
vanced price,  would  seldom  be  an  inducement  to  part 
with  it,  because  a  larger  quantity  of  land  in  most  cases 
could  not  be  purchased  elsewhere;  and  thus  content- 
ment would  ensue,  while  the  products  of  the  fsrm  would 
enable  the  younger  branches  of  the  family  to  provide 
themselves  a  home  upon  the  same  terms.  The  next 
beneficial  result  would  be,  to  check  at  once  the  fearful 
speculation  in  public  lands  that  is  now  in  progress,  and 
that  ruinous  system  of  borrowing  that  is  resorted  to  for 
that  purpose;  and  those  now  engaged  in  that  business 
would  then  turn  their  attention  and  means  to  some  other 
pursuit  that  would  advance  the  growth,  prosperity,  and 
permanent  wealth  of  the  country.  And  last,  though  not 
least,  it  would  dry  up  one  of  those  sluices  through  which 
money  that  is  not  needed  is  constantly  pouring  into  the 
Treasury;  and  it  would  preserve  for  our  children  and 
our  children's  children,  even  to  remote  generations,  an 
opportunity  of  acquiring  a  freehold  on  the  same  terms 
as  was  afforded  to  their  fathers.  But  if  we  sell  this  val- 
uable estate  now  as  fast  as  possible,  for  the  highest 
price  that  can  be  obtained,  and  make  that  and  not  the 
settlement  of  the  country  our  object,  and  then  distribute 
the  proceeds  smongst  the  several  States,  for  the  purpose 
of  having  it  expended,  spent,  or  squandered,  we  act  the 
part  of  an  improvident  spendthrift,  who,  having  ac- 
quired by  descent  a  large  landed  estate,  converts  it  into 
money  as  fast  as  possible,  for  the  purpose  of  gratifying 
his  vanity,  or  acquiring  power  and  influence  by  corrup- 
tion and  fraud. 

In  the  next  place,  I  wotild  repeal  the  entire  duties  on 
all  articles  that  are  used  in  any  manner  or  form  in  the 
diet  of  the  country;  and  to  show  its  effects  upon  that 
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part  of  the  country  in  which  I  reside,  I  would  inatance 
the  duty  on  sugar  alone,  which  we  now  pay  either  into 
the  Treasury  or  as  a  bounty  to  the  manufacturer:  take 
the  duty  off  that  article,  and  the  price  would  be  reduced 
at  least  two  events  on  the  pound.  The  bill  contemplates 
giving  to  the  State  of  Ohio  about  one  and  a  half  million 
of  dollars  as  lier  proportion  of  the  spoils  for  three 
years;  and  the  profession  of  the  friends  of  the  bill  are, 
that  they  wish  to  give  this  money  back  to  those  who  paid 
it ;  and  as  they  cannot  do  that ,  they  will  approximate  as  nigh 
as  possible  by  giving  it  to  the  States.  Every  family  in  the 
United  States  I  presume  uses  sugar,  and  for  the  argu- 
ment I  will  allow  one  hundred  pounds  per  annum  to  each 
family  of  6ve  persons.  In  Ohio  we  have  probably 
300,000  families,  who  pay  a  Ux  on  sugar  of  $600,000 
yearly.  In  three  years  we  pay  $1,800,000  tax  on  sugar 
alone;  repeal  this  tax,  and  you  in  effect  give  to  each  fam- 
ily two  dollars  per  annum—a  sum  larger  tlum  will  be 
distributed  to  them  by  this  bill,  could  its  friends  make 
its  operation  as  they  profess  to  wish.  But  if  the  surplus 
revenue  be  so  extravagantly  large  as  has  been  represent- 
ed, I  would  go  one  step  further — reduce  the  duties  on 
articles  of  wearing  apparel  of  the  coarser  texture,  which 
are  used  mostly  by  the  laboring  classes,  so  that  the  rev- 
ienue  of  the  Government  will  not  exceed  its  just  wants, 
and  you  will  relieve  the  State  of  Ohio  in  one  year  from 
the  payment  of  a  much  larger  amount  than  is  proposed 
to  bestow  upon  her  by  the  provisions  of  this  bill. 
But  should  all  this  be  done,  there  seems  to  be  still  a  re- 
maining difficulty:  the  money  we  have  on  hand,  the  sur- 
plus in  the  Treasury— what  shall  be  done  with  regard 
to  that?  how  is  it  to  be  disposed  of?  A  few  more  Indian 
.campaigns,  Indian  treaties,  and  city  debts  and  private 
claims,  will  give  an  efiectual  answer,  and  dispose  of  that 
•difficulty:  indeed,  our  present  situation  itself  seems  a  suf- 
ficient reply.  If  af>er  our  naval  defences,  fortifications, 
and  the  necessary  increase  of  the  army,  are  completed, 
as  sound  policy  and  justice  require,  and  the  wants  of 
the  country  demand,  arc  all  supplied,  I  am  disposed  to 
believe  that  little  danger  need  be  apprehended  from 
the  remaining  balance:  it  will  neither  make  nor  unmake 
Presidents.  And  if,  in  addition  to  all  these,  a  speedy 
completion  of  the  public  works  now  beg^n,  and  which 
Congress  ought,  and  I  presume  will  finish,  should  take 
place,  and  sufficient  appropriations  be  made  for  that  pur- 
pose, the  surplus  revenue  on  hand  will  no  longer  be 
cause  of  alarm  or  contention.  1  have,  in  what  I  have 
said,  fully  and  freely  expressed  my  opinion,  though  in  as 
concise  and  condensed  a  manner  as  I  was  able.  1  have 
not  sought  for  precedents,  or  looked  into  the  opinion  of 
others,  out  of  which  to  manufacture  one  for  mys<:lf.  In 
.political,  as  well  as  in  matters  of  religious  faith,  t  think 
the  original  text  a  far  more  safe  and  sure  guide  than  any 
commentary,  however  wise  and  good  the  commentator 
.might  have  been.  I  have  chosen  to  rely  on  the  consti- 
tution as  my  only  sure  guide,  and  that  moral  principle 
which  ought  to  govern  the  actions  of  men  in  all  situa- 
tions, and  under  every  circumstance.  How  far  1  am 
, correct  and  ought  to  be  sustained,  those  who  sent  me 
here  are  the  best  able  to  decide. 

Mr.  President,  when  we  look  back  a  few  past  years 
and  find  this  bill  first  introduced  into  Congress,  although 
it  passed  both  Houses,  yet  we  have  full,  and  to  our 
minds  conclusive  evidence,  that  it  was  disapproved  by 
the  great  body  of  the  American  people.  We  ought  not 
.to  regret  its  introduction  now;  it  is  but  a  new  trial  of  the 
intelligence  and  virtue  of  our  constituents,  who  have  al- 
ways been  found  sufficient  fur  the  evil  of  the  day.  It  is 
but  an  attempt  to  revive  that  principle  which  was  found 
active  at  the  very  commencement  of  our  Revolution — the 
principle  of  Government  power  over  individual  liberty. 
This  principle  was  first  brought  in'o  operation  by  the 
charter  of  the  old  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  con- 


tinued progressing  until  it  produced  the  alien  and  sedi- 
tion laws;  this  brought  about  the  civil  revolution  of 
1800,  in  which  the  patriotism,  virtue,  and  intelligence  of 
the  people  were  triumphant,  and  a  most  signal  victory 
was  obtained.  The  vanquished  enemy  then  retired  from 
the  contest,  and  remained  quiet  for  a  number  of  years, 
waiting  for  an  opportunity  I'avorable  to  his  views.  The 
war  of  1812  presented  one,  as  he  thought.  Having 
changed  his  colors,  he  ag^in  entered  the  field  under  the 
banner  of  the  American  system,  and  another  United 
States  Bank  began  this  second  Punic  war.  This  institu- 
tion, forced  upon  the  people  against  their  wishes  and 
better  judgment,  met  with  resistance  at  its  very  com- 
mencement. During  its  first  years  it  shared  but  little 
of  the  public  favor.  Its  friends,  however,  were  in 
power;  and  during  the  next  administration  aAcr  it  was 
created,  it  acquired  much  strength  and  force.  Under 
its  auspices  the  American  system  was  strengthened  and 
invigorated,  and  the  whole  doctrine  df  internal  improve- 
ment was  spread  in  wild  array  before  the  American  peo- 
ple; while  a  protective  tariff*,  the  necessary  consequence, 
was  gnawing  at  their  substance.  The  party  conducting 
these  measures  assumed  a  new  name;  they  were  national 
republicans.  But  all  would  not  do;  .their  strides  fur 
power  were  too  plain  to  be  overlooked.  The  country 
became  awakened  to  its  situation,  and  Andrew  Jackson 
was  the  msn  the  people  selected  to  save  them  from  these 
dangerous  innovations,  at  least  as  far  as  the  Executive 
power  could  effect  that  object.  The  election  of  1824 
took  place;  General  Jackson  received  a  large  plurality 
of  the  electoral  votes,  as  well  as  the  primary  votes  of  the 
people;  but  not  having  a  majority  of  the  votes,  his  name, 
with  two  other  gentlemen,  according  to  the  provisions 
of  the  constitution,  was  returned  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  election  of  a  President.  l*lie  result 
is  well  known.  The  voice  of  the  people  was  disregard- 
ed, and  those  opposed  to  individual  liberty  and  in  favor 
of  Government  power  prevailed.  Flushed  with  this 
temporary  victory,  they  felt  sure  of  ultimate  success, 
and  the  most  extravagant  pretensions  to  power  were 
openly  avowed;  but  the  public  indignation,  if  it  was  not 
loud,  was  deep.  The  ship  of  state  was  not  to  be  given 
up;  and  wh^n  the  election  of  1828  came  round,  like  a 
clap  of  thunder  it  awoke  the  band  of  schemers  from 
their  golden  dreams.  General  Jackson  was  brought  into 
power  by  a  most  triumphant  majority;  the  rank  and  file 
of  the  bank  and  American  system  party  were  bcattered, 
and  many  of  them  left  the  colors  of  their  chieftains;  but 
the  principal  leaders  still  retained  their  places,  and, 
though  defeated,  were  not  disheartened;  they  atill  helj 
a  majority  in  both  branches  of  Congress.  A  bank  bill 
and  internal  improvement  bills  were  successively  passed 
and  vetoed  by  the  President.  The  election  of  1832 
took  place,  and  General  Jackson  was  again  elected  by 
an  increased  minority.  Thus  all  the  splendid  prospects 
of  power  and  grandeur  which  gentlemen  thought  they 
were  just  realizing,  were  dissipated  by  the  force  of  pub- 
lic opinion,  and  the  popularity  of  General  Jackson's  nd- 
ministration  seemed  to  wither  all  their  hopes.  Cue 
might  have  reasonably  expected  that  this  mountain  labor 
would  have  ceased  when  a  msjorily  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  was  found  on  the  side  of  the  administra- 
tion. But  no!  General  Jackson  had  caused  the  public  mo- 
ney to  be  removed  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  this 
gave  new  hopes  to  the  panders  of  power.  A  panic  was 
created  in  the  monetary  concerns  of  the  country,  and 
General  Jackson  was  denounced  by  men  high  in  power, 
as  a  violator  of  the  constitution  and  laws  of  his  country. 
It  was  now  believed  by  the  knowing  ones  that  the  scat- 
tered fragments  of  all  their  broken  forces  could  be  again 
rallied  to  the  fight,  at  least  under  a  new  name,  and  that 
of  Whig  was  adopted:  yes,  the  whigs  were  called  on  to 
cume  to  the  rescue  of  the  bank,  against  the  power  of 
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the  country.  A  new  banner  was  also  unFurled — inscribed 
on  one  side,  executive  tuurp€Uion\  on  the  other,  lost 
Treantry^  ruined  country;  but  tiiese  efforts  proved  also 
unavailing;.  The  country  is  prosperous  beyond  former 
example.  The  Treasury  is  full  to  overflowing.  And 
now,  out  of  the  midst  of  all  these  convulsive  throes, 
creeps  this  public  measure,  an  attempt  to  buy  up  the 
people  with  their  own  money — a  distribution  of  the  rev- 
enue of  this  Government  amongst  the  States  on  the  eve 
of  a  presidential  election.  We  have  a  perfect  confi- 
dence that  this  scheme,  like  all  its  progenitors,  will  die 
for  the  want  of  public  nourishment. 

Reminiscence  is  valuable  in  all  the  nffairs  of  life,  and  in 
none  more  so  than  political  matters;  a  knowledge  of  the 
family  from  which  this  land  bill  springs  is  sufficient  to  fix 
its  character.  The  short  time  the  public  have  been  ac- 
quainted with  it  has  caused  the  loss  of  many  friends; 
and  although  three  Senators,  who  formerly  voted  against 
it,  have  now  voted  for  it,  yet  its  majority  here  is  less 
than  formerly.  Of  the  fourteen  Senators  representing 
the  new  States,  five  have  voted  for  it,  and  nine  against 
it.  This  proves  it  is  considered  ruinous  to  the  interest 
of  those  States.  I  include  one  Senator  from  Indiana, 
who  formerly  voted  against  this  measure,  but  who  was 
not  present  when  this  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 
Eight  States  have  now  voted  for  the  bill,  containing  a 
population  of  3,619,000.  ([  omit  fractions.)  Seven 
Stttes  voted  apinst  the  bill,  population  3,567,000;  nine 
S'atesare  divided,  population  4,758,000;  three  of  the 
Senator*  from  these  last  States,  if  nut  on  this,  }et  on 
other  subjects,  disregarded  the  instructions  of  their  State 
Legislatures;  and  the  people  of  three  of  these  last  States 
have  constantly  maintained  the  doctrine  of  a  strict  con- 
struction of  the  constitution.  No  one,  after  this,  can 
doubt  the  fate  of  this  measure  before  the  American 
people. 

'  Should  this  bill  by  possibility  pass  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, that  the  President  will  put  his  veto  on  it, 
no  one,  I  presume,  doubts.  Personal  honor,  political 
consistency,  as  well  as  duty,  seem  to  require  this  at  his 
hjincls.  That  this  act  will  add  to  his  fame  and  his  use- 
fulness,  if  addition  can  be  made,  I  have  every  confidence; 
and  1  predict  that  his  enemies  now  in  this  conflict  Will 
meet  with  what  his  enemies,  both  in  war  and  peace, 
have  heretofore  done — more  than  a  Waterloo  defeat. 
When  Mr.  Morris  had  concluded, 
Mr.  WALKER  rose  and  addressed  the  Chairas  follows: 
Mr.  President:  1  am  constrained,  by  an  imperious 
sense  of  public  duty,  to  participate  in  the  debate  upon 
the  question  now  under  consideration.  The  measure 
proposed  for  our  adoption  is  deeply  interesting  to  the 
whole  Union.  To  the  new  States,  especially,  it  is  a 
subject  of  the  highest  importance.  Indeed,  so  deeply 
am  I  impressed  with  the  momentous  consequences  to  my 
constituents  which  must  follow  the  adoption  of  this 
measure,  that  1  am  appalled  by  the  contemplation  of 
these  results,  and  oppressed  by  a  sense  of  the  responsi- 
bility which  is  devolved  upon  me.  My  opposition  to 
this  bill  may  be  wholly  unavailing;  but  my  resolution  is 
to  resist  its  passage  to  the  uttermost,  consoled  by  the 
reflection  that,  in  any  contingency,  I  have  at  least  en- 
deavored to  discharge  my  duty.  The  proposition  is  to 
divide  among  all  the  SUtes  of  the  Union,  according  to 
their  representative  population  at  the  last  census,  the 
nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  for  the 
years  1833,  1834,  1835,  1836,  and  1837.  It  is  a  propo- 
sition to  subtract  at  least  fifty  millions  of  dollars  from 
the  revenues,  past  and  prospective,  of  this  Government, 
for  distribution  among  the  States.  It  reaches  back  to 
the  1st  of  January,  1833,  and  stretches  forward  to  the 
1st  of  January,  1838.  The  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands  for  1833  have  heretofore  been  expend- 
ed by  the  Government;  yet  these  proceeds  are  recap- 
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tured  by  this  bill  for  distribution  among  the  States.  We 
do  not,  in  fact,  distribute  those  proceeds,  for  they  have 
long  since  been  expended;  but  we  take  an  equivalent 
sum  from  the  general  revenues  of  the  Government,  and 
call  It  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  for  1833. 
If,  then,  it  be  unconstitutional  to  distribute  among  the 
States  the  general  revenues  of  this  Government,  this  bill 
involves  this  principle.  If  we  may  take  for  distribution 
a  sum  equivalent  to  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  for  1833,  we  may  take  similar  equivalent 
sums  for  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  for  1800,  and 
from  that  period  to  the  present  moment,  and  call  it  a 
distribution  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lands.  Might  we  at  this  moment  pass  a  bill  for  the 
distribution  among  the  States  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  from  the  organization  of  the 
Government  to  the  present  period?  and,  if  not,  how  can 
we  adopt  the  present  measure?  It  is  vain  to  disguise 
the  fact,  ^hat  we  are  in  reality  distributing  the  revenues 
of  the  Government,  generally,  by  the  retrospective 
operation  of  this  measure.  The  unexpended  balance 
in  the  public  Treasury  upon  the  4th  of  July,  1836,  the 
distribution  of  which  is  then  recommended,  is  composed, 
in  part,  of  the  revenues  arising  from  the  tariff.  A  very 
large  portion  of  this  balance  is  appropriated,  but  not  ex- 
pended, under  existing  laws.  By  this  bill  we  either  re- 
peal the  laws,  or  make  a  double  appropriation  of  the 
same  money.  This  bill,  we  have  seen,  also  reaches 
forward  to  1st  of  January,  1C(38.  It  makes  prospective 
calculations  for  two  years  in  advance  of  the  wants  as  well 
as  the  revenues  of  this  Government,  and  subtracts 
during  all  this  period,  for  distribution  among  the  States, 
the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands.  This 
prospective  distribution  is  based  upon  calculations  of  an 
overflowing  Treasury  in  1837 — predictions  made  by  the 
same  party  who  foretold  the  insolvency  of  the  Treasury 
and  ruin  of  the  country  as  the  result  of  the  measures  of 
this  administration.  Others  may  legislate  for  years  in 
advance  upon  the  faith  of  their  predictions,  but  their 
conjectural  estimates  of  the  future  wants  and  revenues 
of  this  Government  furnish  no  sufficient  data  upon 
which  I  can  rest  my  vote.  They  may  be  as  greatly  mis- 
taken now,  in  their  prophetic  visions  of  1837,  as  they 
were  in  1834;  andi  if  bo,  this  measure  would  prove  dis- 
astrous to  the  country. 

We  are  now  asked  to  abandon  the  settled  usages  of 
the  Government,  and  embark  in  new  projects  and  new 
experiments.  It  is  proposed  to  divide  among  the  States 
a  vast  portion  of  the  revenues  of  this  Government.  A 
division  among  the  States  of  the  revenues  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Union  is  a  fearful  omen  of  the  division  of 
the  Union  itself.  It  is  a  movement  towards  that  dread 
catastrophe.  It  will  be  the  cause,  as  it  is  the  precursor, 
of  other  assaults  upon  the  Government  of  the  Union. 
Division — division  is  now  the  watchword  of  assault  upon 
appropriations  for  national  defence.  The  constitution 
is  assailed  here,  in  the  very  citadel  of  its  power,  by  a  cor- 
rupting demand  fur  the  spoils  of  this  Government  for 
distribution.  The  prayer  of  inspiration,  **  lead  us  not 
into  temptation,"  is  wholly  disregarded;  and  the  States 
are  sought  to  be  dazzled  and  corrupted  by  golden  visions 
of  millions  upon  millions  for  distribution.  Defence  is  to 
be  erased  from  the  tablets  of  the  constitution;  and  distri- 
bution, a  word  not  to  be  found  in  that  instrument,  is  to 
be  interpolated,  by  an  appeal  to  the  Slates  to  divide  the 
spoils  of  tlie  Government.  National  honor  and  national 
glory  are  to  become  an  empty  sound;  and  money,  money 
for  distribution,  is  to  absorb  all  other  considerations. 
When  I  reflect  that  the  proposition  before  us  is  not  a 
temporary  measure,  that  it  is  not  a  single  operation  upon 
an  accidental  surplus,  but  that  its  author,  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clat,]  declares  it  to  be  one  of  the 
great  recommendations  of  this  project,  that  it  will  be 
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perpetual,  I  shrink  back  appalled  by  the  contemplation 
of  the  evils  which  this  measure  is  preparing*  for  this  now 
happy,  happy  Union.  Dark  and  gloomy  visions  flit  be- 
fore me  when  I  survey  the  corrupting  consequences  of 
this  surplus  and  distribution  system.  The  country  must 
pass  through  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  dcAth,  if  it  can 
withstand  the  results  of  this  system,  by  which  the  States 
are  to  be  arrayed  against  the  general  Government,  in  a 
struggle  for  millions  for  distribution. 

Postponing,  for  the  present,  the  consideration  of  this 
branch  of  the  subject,  I  will  now  endeavor  to  demon- 
strate that  this  measure  is  calculated  to  revive  the  tariff. 
The  bill,  as  it  now  stands,  strips  the  general  Government 
of  all  resources  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands:  it 
does  more — it  refuses,  by  a  direct  vole  of  the  Senate, 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  Indian  wars,  or  treaties,  or  an- 
nuities, or  removalfi,  from  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands;  but  throws  all  this  vast  expenditure, 
amounting,  during^  the  present  year,  to  about  twelve 
millions  of  dollars,  upon  the  tariff.     The  whole  expen- 
ses of  the  Government,  ordinary  or  extraordinary,  are 
henceforth  to  be  devolved  upon  the  tariff.     The  nett 
amount  realized  from  the  tarin  since  the  year  1833,  is 
about  seventeen  millions  of  dollars.    By  the  compromise 
act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1833,  the  duties  decrease  annu- 
ally by  a  descending  scale,  until  in  1842  twenty  per 
cent,  is  the  maximum,  and  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent, 
is  about  the  average  rate  of  duties.     Our  revenue,  de- 
rived from  the  tariff*,  could  not  then  much  exceed  twelve 
millions  of  dollars  per  annum.    Deduct  from  this  amount 
the  probable  average  annual  expense  of  Indian  treaties, 
annuities,  wars,  and  removals,  and  the  sum  left  is  wholly 
insufficient  to  support  the  Government.     There  is  no 
man  more  opposed  than  myself  to  extravagant  expendi- 
tures! but  the  most  rigid  economist  cannot  calculate  that 
the  expenditures  of  this  Government  g^reat  as  is  the 
wonderful  growth  of  the  country,  can  be  less  in  1842, 
for  sU  purposes,  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  than  seven- 
teen millions  of  dollars  per  annum.     Withdraw  the  rev- 
enues from  the  public  lands,  and  how  is  the  deficiency 
in  the  revenue  to  be  supplied?    An  increase  of  the  tarin 
will  be  inevitable;  and  shall  southern  Senators  support 
a  bill,  and  maintain  a  policy,  which  will  render  neces- 
sary an  increase  of  the  tariff.^    Would  not  our  own 
votes  be  arrayed  against  us,  as  at  once  the  cause  and  the 
apology  for  such  augmentation?    This  result  seems  to 
me  to  have  been  indirectly  conceded  by  the  Senator 
fVom  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clat.]    He,  however,  consoled 
us  by  stating  that  the  duties  may  be  increased  on  wines 
and  silks.     And  how  will  this  operate  on  the  South? 
France  buys  a  Urge  portion  of  our  cotton,  and  we  pur- 
chase her  wines  and  silks.     The  exchange  is  not  direct, 
but  the  operation  on  prices  is  nearly  the  same.    This  is 
a  principle    conceded    by  the  friends  of  free  trade 
throughout  the  Union.    Increase  the  duties  upon  wines 
and  silks,  and  we  will  diminish  the  price  of  our  cotton. 
This  diminution  of  price  may  not  be  in  the  same  propor- 
tion at  the  increase  of  the  tariff  upon  imports;  but  it 
wilt  be  in  a  ratio  approximating  the  rate  or  duties,  and 
diminishing  gradually,  from  year  to  year,  the  price  of 
the  export,  till  the  loss  arising  from  the  tariff  is  nearly 
equalized  between  the  importing  and  exporting  nation. 
But  an  increase  of  duties  upon  wines  and  silks  will  not 
alone  produce  the  required  revenue.     No;  a  general 
augmentation  of  the  tariff  will  be  necessary.     It  will  be 
called  a  tariff  for  revenue,  but  will  be,  in  fact,  a  protec- 
tive tariff;  for  the  revenues  from  the  duties,  added  to 
the  proceeds  of  the  aales  of  the  public  lands,  even  at 
reduced  prices,  would,  in  the  absence  of  this  distribu- 
tion, be  fully  sufficient  for  all  the  wants  of  the  Govern- 
.  ment.    Can  any  southern  man  be  so  blind  as  not  to  per- 
ceive that  this  bill  throws  the  whole  expenditures  of  the 
'Government  upon  the  tariff,  and  renders  its  increase  in- 


evitable? The  author  of  this  bill  is  the  father  of  the 
tariff,  and,  with  but  few  exceptions,  the  votes  for  this 
bill  come  from  States  favorable  to  the  tanff.  The  only 
southern  State  which  gave  a  united  vote  for  the  bill  is 
Louisiana,  a  tariff  State,  and  which  I  would  gladly  see 
cut  loose  from  the  protective  system,  by  a  repeal  of  the 
duty  on  sugar.  It  is  perceived  by  the  friends  of  the 
tariff,  that,  unless  the  surplus  is  distributed,  a  reduction 
of  the  duties  is  inevitable.  Heretofore,  immense  ei* 
penditures  for  internal  improvement,  by  the  generU 
Government,  constituted  a  pretext  for  reUming  the  du- 
ties; now  that  system  is  abolished,  and  distribution  is 
the  substitute. 

And  here  let  me  ask  the  Senate  to  consider  that,  when 
the  tariff  was  partially  abandoned  by  the  author  of  this 
bill  in  1833,  it  was  accompanied  by  the  hope  thit  the 
system  would  be  revived  under  more  favorable  auspicef. 
That  revival  will  Uke  place  if  this  bill  becomes  a  liv- 
Fifty  millions  of  dollars  under  this  bill  are  to  be  distrib- 
uted among  the  States,  which  are  thus  to  be  corrupted 
and  controlled  by  this  mighty  mass  of  treasure.    The 
States  are  to  be  pensioned  upon  the  general  Govern- 
ment, rendered  stipendiaries  of  their  bounty,  and  dis- 
tributeea  of  their  revenue.     The  whole  taxing  power 
is  ultimately  to  be  absorbed  by  the  general  Government, 
and  State  Uxation  to  be  discontinued.     The  SUte  taxes 
in  all  the  old  States  are  to  be  paid  from  the  sales  of  the 
lands  in  the  new.     This  result  has   been  openly  pro- 
claimed in  several  States  friendly  tu  this  bill.    If  ve 
may  take  one  portion  of  the  national  revenue  for  distri- 
bution among  the  States,   why  may  we  not  take  any 
other  portion?    If  we  may  distribute  fifty  millions  ol 
dollars  of  the  national  revenue,  why  may  we  not  distrib- 
ute five  hundred  millions?    Concede  the  principle,  ind 
the  result  may  easily  follow.     Protection  was  the  pre- 
text for  the  former  tariff;  now,  something  more  unircr- 
•ally  corrupting,  to  influence  all  the  States,  is  louj^bt 
for,  and  distribution  is  the  scheme  for  perpetuating  the 
tariff,  and  augmenting  it  to  an  unlimited  extent.    Dis* 
tribution  is  the  great  and  only  efficient  anla(fonistof» 
reduction  of  the  tariff.     Let  us  refuse  to  distribute,  and 
the  people  will  demand  a  reduction  of  the  tariff.    On 
the  one  hand,  is  economy  in  expenditures,  and  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  duties  and  of^the  price  of  the  public  lands; 
on  the  other,  is  a  refusal  to  reduce  the  price  of  pubbc 
lands,  an  augmentation  of  the  tariff;  and  a  distribution 
of  millions  among  the  States.     On  the  one  hand,  you 
are  asked  to  reduce  all  the  burdens  of  the  people,  ana 
leave  your  uncollected  millions  in  their  pockets;  on  the 
other,  you  are  required  to  keep  up  the  price  of  inc 
public  lands,  augment  the  tariff;  and  diatribute  ^^^f^' 
plus  among  the  SUtes.     On  the  one  hand,  -we  arc  asked, 
at  a  great  expense  of  collection,  to  extort  from  the  peo* 
pie  forty  or  fifty  millions  of  dollars  annually,  for  J^^ 
purpose  of  distributing  one  half  ihe  amount  among  tw 
States;  on  the  other  hand,  we  are  asked  to  collect  no 
more  money  than  Is  essentially  neceasaiy  to  carry  on  s 
the  operations  of  a  Government  administered  in  a  spin 
of  republican  economy  and  simplicity,  and  leave  tni 
immense  surplus  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  to  be  u^ 
by  each  citizen  as  he  may  think  proper.     The  one  s)fr 
tem  will  take  annually  from  each  free  male  citizen  n^ 
head  of  a  family  in  this  Union  an  average  sum  of  at  les^ 
twenty  dollars,  to  be  distributed  among  the  States,  ana 
never  return  to  those  who  paid  it.     This  annual  con- 
tribution may  be  but  a  small  amount  to  the  wealthy,  bu^ 
to  the  poor  man  it  may  be  a  large  portion  of  his  annua 
income.     This  bill  is,  in  fact,  a  scheme  to  levy  an  an^ 
nual  tribute  for  unnecessary  revenue.     What  conso  ^ 
tion  will  it  be  to  the  man  who  raises  a  small  or  Urg 
crop  of  cotton,  that  hia  State,  not  himself,  rc*^**^ h* 
portion  of  the  public  revenue,  when  the  P"^^°,  .V,j 
crop  is  greatly  reduced  by  an  augmented  tariff,  and  to 
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price  of  eYery  ftrticle  he  may  purchase  grettly  enhan- 
ced thereby?  Let  him  make  a  table  of  the  profit  and 
loss  from  thia  system,  and  he  will  find  that  where  he 
gains  one  dollar  by  this  system  he  loses  twenty. 

Again:  what  consolation,  will  this  distribution  be  to 
the  farmer  who  wishes  to  buy  a  tract  of  the  public  lands 
to  make  a  new  farm,  or  enlarge  an  old  one^  that  all  re- 
duction of  the  price  is  refused,  or  that  speculators  have 
entered  the  land,  and  ask  for  it  ten  or  twenty  dollars 
per  acre^  What  consolation  will  this  State  distribution 
be  to  the  settler  upon  the  public  lands,  to  whom  a  pre- 
emption law  is  refused,  in  order  to  increase  the  sum  for 
distribution,  and  his  farm  thereby  sacrificed  to  specula- 
tors^ Ten  or  twenty  per  cent,  of  the  amount  will  be 
lost  in  the  process  oF  collection,  and  swarms  of  unneces* 
sary  oflicers  created  to  make  the  collections  and  distri- 
butions, and  eat  out  the  substance  of  the  people.  The 
new  States,  and  especially  the  new  States  of  the  South, 
will  bare  to  bear  nearly  the  whole  burden  of  this  sys- 
tem. Mississippi,  in  payment  for  public  lands,  and  in 
decreased  prices  of  her  cotton,  and  increased  prices  for 
cotton  bagging,  clothing,  sugar,  and  alm'ost  every  arti- 
cle of  consumption,  under  an  increased  tariff,  wilt  be 
drained  annually  of  at  least  five  millions  of  dollars,  and 
get  back  annually  about  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
1  speak  not  now  of  the  mass  collected  for  a  single  dis- 
tribution, by  the  retrospective  operation  of  this  law,  but 
of  the  system  as  a  system;  and  such  it  is  admitted  it  will 
become,  if  this  bill  be  passed  into  a  law.  To  the  State 
of  Mississippi  such  a  system  will  be  utter  ruin  and  deso- 
lation. All  property  will  fall  in  value,  and  distress  and 
embarrassment  pervade  the  community.  Let  us  leave 
this  surplus  uncollected,  reduce  the  tariff,  reduce  the 
price  oC  public  lands,  confine  the  sales  to  settlers  only, 
and  Mississippi  will  save  more  in  a  single  year  than  she 
would  gain  m  a  long  series  of  years  from  the  distribu- 
tive system.  Confine  the  system  to  the  distribution  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  how 
does  it  operate?  Nearly  all  the  moneys  are  paid  for 
these  lands  by  the  new  States,  and  what  do  they  get  in 
return?  About  one  fifth  of  the  amount  paid  by  them- 
selves, with  the  addition  of  ten  per  cent  on  the  money 
paid  by  their  own  citizens.  A  single  old  State  that 
pays,  perhaps,  not  one  dollar  of  this  money  into  the 
Treasury,  receives,  by  distribution,  nearly  twenty  times 
as  much  as  certain  new  States,  paying  millions  of  this 
money  annually  into  the  Treasury.  The  States,  we  are 
told,  are  now  satisfied  with  fif^y  millions  for  distribution 
under  the  present  tariff  and  present  price  of  the  public 
Unds.  But  how  long  will  they  be  thus  satisfied  when 
this  corrupting  system  shall  have  commenced?  or  where 
will  it  terminate?  The  next  assault  will  be  directly 
made  upon  the  revenues  arising  from  the  tariff.  Aug- 
ment the  tariff,  and  increase  the  fund  for  distribution, 
will  be  the  next  requisition.  •  Who  can  doubt  this  result 
if  the  South  consent  to  the  distributive  system^  Our 
own  votes  would  rise  up  in  array  against  us,  and  all  re- 
sistance would  be  vain  and  impotent.  Nor  will  there 
be  any  limit  to  the  sum  that  may  be  demanded  for  dis- 
tribution. The  system  will  work  a  complete  revolution 
in  the  form  of  our  government,  and,  by  the  unlimited 
increase  of  the  money  power  in  the  g^eneral  Govern- 
ment, will  subvert  sll  the  checks  and  guards  of  the  con- 
stitution. The  money  wanted  by  a  majority  of  the 
States  for  distribution,  will  be  the  only  limit  of  the  taxing 
power  of  this  Government. 

Is  the  South  prepared  for  this  result?  Let  us  not 
console  ourselves  with  the  reflection  that  the  distribution 
will  stop  at  a  demand  for  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands.  Already  a  distribution  of  the  whole  unap- 
propriated revenue  has  been  openly  proposed  in  Con- 
§ress  and  has  many  advocates.  A  part  of  the  revenues 
erired  from  the  tariff  is,  in  fact,  as  1  have  heretofore 


shown,  distributed  under  this  bill.  The  nett  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  in  1833  are  distributed 
under  this  bill.  But  these  proceeds  have  long  since 
been  expended  under  former  appropriations.  Whence, 
then,  comes  the  equivalent  for  these  expended  proceeds? 
From  the  present  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands?  No,  for  they  also  are  distributed  under  this  bill. 
This  sum  then  thus  distributed  is,  in  fact,  derived  from 
the  tariff,  and  can  come  from  no  other  quarter.  Indeed, 
it  is  also  certain,  on  another  ground,  that  the  sum  thus 
distributed  is  not  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands.  The  Senate,  by  a  direct  vote,  refused  to 
deduct  any  of  the  following  items  from  the  amount  to  be 
distributed,  namely:  *' Annuities  to  Indians  on  account 
of  the  purchase  of  lands:"  '*  holding  treaties  with  Indians, 
for  the  purchase  of  lands:"  '*  amount  paid  to  In- 
dians for  the  purchase  of  lands:"  '*  amount  expended  in 
removing  Indians  from  lands  purchased."  1^  refuse  to 
deduct  some  of  the  very  amounts  paid  for  the  lands,  dis- 
tribute the  proceeds  of  the  sales,  and  call  this  a  distribu- 
tion of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands. 
Deduct  the  amount  paid  for  the  public  lands,  and  all  the 
incidental  expenses,  from  the  gross  proceeds  of  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands  on  the  30th  of  September  huit,  and 
there  is  little  or  nothing  to  distribute {  certainly  nothing, 
upon  any  possible  calculation,  approaching  the  amount 
distributed  by  this  bill.  The  gross  amount  paid  into  the 
public  Treasury  for  the  purchase  of  public  lands,  from 
1796  to  the  30th  September,  1835,  was  -  (58,619,533 
From   this    deduct    the    following  charges 

sgainst  the  public  lands: 
Sum  paid  for  Louisiana,  and  interest         •  $23,529,353 
Do.  for  Florida,  and  interest      -    *      •       6,489,768 
Do.  to  State  of  Georgia  for  public  lands        1,350,000 
Cumberland  road,  under  compact  chargea- 
ble on  proceeds  of  public  lands  -  -        5,956,034 
Yszoo  claims       ....        1,833,375 
General  Land  Office  expenses     •  -  797,748 
Salaries  of  registers  and  receivers             -  91,153 
Salaries  of  surveyors  general,  and  surveys 

of  special  claims  ...  860,567 

Surveys  of  public  lands    •  -  -        3,780,630 

Charges  on  binds  in  Indian  Department   •      17,541,569 


Total 


-    $61,139,178 


leaving  a  deficit  of  $2,509,655  against  the  public  lands 
on  the  30th  of  September  last.  But  to  the  amount  paid 
on  account  of  public  lands  as  before  stated,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  which  reported  this  distribution 
bill,  have  added  four  items,  amounting  to  $5,409,973. 
Several  of  these  items,  the  Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
WnioHT,]  in  a  very  clear  and  lucid  argument,  has  shown 
not  to  be  properly  introduced  by  the  committee;  but  in- 
cluding them  all,  and  the  gross  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands,  as  estimated  by  the  committee  them- 
selves, is  but  $64,029,496;  Trom  which  deduct  the  chsr- 
ges  before  enumerated,  and  it  will  leave  a  balance  in  fa- 
vor of  the  public  lands  on  the  30th  of  September  last,  of 
$2,900,318,  at  the  highest  possible  estimate.  Now  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands  distributed  under  this  bill, 
prior  to  the  30th  of  September,  1835,  are,  as  given  by 
the  committee  themselves,  $17,991,873.  Deduct  from 
this  last  sum  the  balance  in  favor  of  the  public  lands  on 
the  30th  of  September,  1835,  and  the  sum  of  $15,090,853 
is  distributed  under  this  bill,  not  derived  from  the  nett 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  but  from  the 
tariff.  The  South  denied  the  constitutionality  as  well  as 
expediency  of  a  tariff  for  protection;  and  do  we,  or  can 
we,  concede  the  constitutionality  or  expediency  of  a  tariif 
for^  distribution^  May  we  raise  by  a  tariff  fifteen  mil- 
lions, or  five  hundred  millions,  not  for  revenue  for  the 
wants  of  this  Government,  but  for  distribution?    It  is 
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perfectly  obvious  that  this  bill  adopts  the  principle  of 
distributing  the  moneys  realized  from  the  tariff,  for  the 
following-  reasons,  each  of  which  is  sufficient  to  sustain 
my  position:  first,  because  it  distributes  nearly  four 
millions  of  dollars  as  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  in  1833,  when  this  sum  had  been  already 
fully  expended  for  the  purposes  of  the  Government  and 
the  payment  of  the  public  debt;  and  the  sum  now  taken 
is  realized  from  the  tariff.  Second,  the  Senate  distinctly 
refused  to  deduct  from  the  sum  for  distribution  four 
very  large  items,  clearly  chargeable  on  the  public  lands; 
and  thirdly,  the  sum  of  at  least  fifteen  millions,  as  here- 
tofore proved,  is  distributed  under  the  provisions  of  this 
bill,  prior  to  the  30th  of  September,  1835,  beyond  the 
nett  amount  then  received  from  the  public  lands.  It  is 
in  vain,  then,  to  escape  the  conclusion  that  this  is  a  bill 
for  a  distribution  of  the  general  revenues  of  this  Govern- 
ment. Iftve  we  the  power  to  impose  a  tariff  to  raise 
money  for  distribution  among  the  States?  If  so,  in  what 
clause  of  the  constitution  is  the  power  given?  May  the 
general  Government  collect  taxes  from  the  South,  by 
the  tariff,  to  support  the  State  Governments  of  the 
North,  and  pay  their  State  taxes,  under  the  operation  of 
this  distribution?  May  Massachusetts,  through  the  ope- 
rations of  the  general  Government,  tax  Mississippi  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people  of  Massachusetts  alone,  by  the 
intervention  of  a  tariff  for  distribution'  But  I  will  go 
furtlier,  and  ask,  conceding  this  bill  to  be  limited  to 
a  distribution  only  of  the  nett  proceeds  uf  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands,  has  Massachusetts,  through  the  opera- 
tions of  this  Government,  a  right  to  collect  vast  sums  of 
money  from  the  people  of  Mississippi  for  the  use  of  Mas- 
sachusetts? and  i^the  power  exists,  is  it  expedient  to 
permit  its  exercise?  Surely  there  can  be  but  «)ne  re- 
sponse to  this  last  question.  That  the  old  States, 
through  the  operations  of  distribution,  should  receive  a 
State  mcome  for  Stat6  purpotes  out  of  moneys  received 
from  the  people  of  the  new  States  from  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  is  a  most  dangerous  principle.  It  renders  the 
new  States  the  colonies  of  the  old  States.  It  establishes 
in  fact,  in  its  practical  operations,  the  principle  of  taxa- 
tion without  representation,  and  strikes  a  deadly  blow  at 
the  prosperity  and  independence  of  every  new  State  in 
the  Union.  Destructive  to  the  South,  ruinous  to  the 
new  States,  threatening  to  the  Union,  will  be  '.he  adop- 
tion of  this  fatal,  fatal  measure. 

It  Should  not  be  forgotten,  that  this  bill  is  the  same  in 
substance  heretofore  vetoed  by  President  Jackson;  that 
it  was  reported  originally  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Clat,]  from  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  when 
that  Senator  was  urging  a  rigid  adherence  to  a  protect- 
ive tariff.  The  system  of  extravagant  expenditures  by 
the  general  Government  for  local  improvements  had 
been  arrested  by  the  Maysville  veto.  That  branch  of 
the  American  system  having  been  broken  down  bv  that 
veto,  the  system  of  distribution  has  been  resortea  to  is 
the  only  means  of  preventing  a  reduction  of  the  tariff, 
and  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands. 

Nor  is  the  revival  of  the  tariff  the  only  evil  that  will 
result  from  the  adoption  of  this  measure.  It  will  forever 
prevent  the  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands, 
or  the  adoption  of  any  provision  in  favor  of  actual  set- 
tlers. The  pre-emption  system,  to  secure  his  home  to 
the  industrious  occupant,  has  already  been  sacrificed  in 
anticipation  of  the  passage  of  this  bill.  The  committee 
who  reported  this  bill  have  reported  against  the  whole 
pre-emption  system;  they  have  done  more — they  have 
reported  against  ^allowing  pre-emptions  to  those  settlers 
whose  settlements  have  been  covered  by  contingent 
Choctaw  floats.  Their  chairman  (who  reported,  this 
year,  this  distribution  bill)  has  declared  that  the  public 
lands  are  worth  from  ten  to  twenty  dollars  per  acre,  and 
announced  his  determination  to  bring  in  a  bill  which 


will  cause  the  public  lands  to  bring  these  prices.  The 
mode  of  operation  has  also  been  disclosed  by  him.  Se- 
cret sealed  bids  for  all  the  public  lands,  by  which  the 
settler  must  bid  for  his  farm,  not  only  against  the  specu- 
lator, but  against  himself;  for  no  human  being  can  tell 
what  amount  of  bid  will  secure  his  farm.  Whilst,  then, 
in  point  of  form,  the  price  of  public  lands  is  not  increased, 
in  point  of  fact  it  is  sought  to  be  augmented  by  the 
leading  friends  of  the  distribution  bill,  from  one  dolUr 
and  a  quarter  to  ten  or  twenty  dollars  per  acre.  Sales 
of  the  public  lands  at  small  prices,  for  actual  settlement, 
are  to  be  wholly  abandoned,  and  the  new  States  tretied 
as  some  distant  colony,  to  be  looked  to  only  as  a  source 
for  draining  money  fur  distribution.  A  direct  State  in- 
terest in  the  moneys  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  is  to  be  gi%'en  to  each  one  of  the  old  States  of  tlie 
Union.  These  States  constitute  a  large  majority  in  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  and  will,  if  this  bill  is  passed,  direct 
their  views  to  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  with  the  sole 
object  of  deriving  from  those  sales  the  largest  fund  for 
distribution;  all  reduction  of  price,  all  donations  or  pre- 
emptions to  settlers,  will  be  utterly  refused.  These  re- 
sults were  all  predicted  by  me,  in  a  speech  against  this 
bill,  delivered  at  Raymond,  MissiRsippi,  in  September, 
1834;  and  these  predictions  have  been  all  too  fully  re- 
alized. Each  one  of  the  old  States  desires  to  rendrr  ts 
large  as  possible  her  distributive  share  of  the  proceeds 
of  these  sales,  and,  if  this  bill  is  passed,  will  never  con- 
sent to  diminish  that  share,  by  any  reduction  of  the 
price.  Pre-emption  laws  will  be — they  arc — refused;  and 
sales  for  speculation  encouraged.  If  there  is  one  man 
who  can  doubt  the  operation  of  this  system,  let  liim  ex- 
amine the  report  in  which  it  originated.  That  report 
was  made  to  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Congres«, 
on  the  25th  of  February,  1829,  by  a  committee  of  that 
House,  in  favor  of  this  distribution  of  the  nett  proceecfa 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands.  From  that  report  1  read 
the  following  extracts. 

Speaking  of  the  policy  which  prevailed  prior  to  the  sys- 
tem of  distribution  proposed  by  the  committee,  they  say— 

«  Claims  rejected  at  the  land  offices  have  been  readily 
allowed  by  Congress.  Grants  to  colleges  and  other  in* 
stitutions,  of  small  tracts,  having  been  obtained  with 
facility,  and  other  evidences  having  been  manifested  of 
a  disposition,  on  the  part  of  Congress,  to  concede  the 
rights  of  the  many  to  the  importunities  of  the  fe«', 
large  donations  were  successfully  solicited,  and  during 
the  aession  of  1827  and  1828  Congress  actually  fiP^^ 
away  to  States,  and  to  individuala,  not  less  than  two 
million  three  hundred  thousand  acres  of  choice  Isnd. 
•  ♦  ♦  "Encouraged  by  the  successor 

these  applications,  several  of  the  new  States  have  nov 
boldly  demanded  of  Congress  the  surrender  of  the  lands 
within  their  limits.**  #  ♦  .  mBuI 

if  any  States  have,  in  reality,  an  ufihallowed  desire  io 
get,  it  may  be  useful  to  them  to  reflect  that  the  other  States 
have  the  power  io keep,**  •  ♦  "It  appears  to 
your  committee  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  com- 
munity should  be  awakened  to  a  protection  of  their 
rights;  when  measures  should  be  adopted  in  the  national 
councils  to  give  the  States  a  direct  intcr^jst  in  the  income 
arising  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands.  This  indi- 
viilual  measure  would  at  once  check  further  conce^ 
sions."  ♦  ♦  »  •«  This  policy  wouW 

undoubtedly  always  influence  a  majority;  because  on'T 
the  member  from  a  State  about  to  receive  s  cewioii 
would  venture  to  make  such  a  gift,  when  the  evido* 
conKquencei  would  be  the  diminution  of  the  direct  rev- 
enue of  the  States  represented  by  the  rest."  Here  is  t/i« 
whole  ground  conceded  by  the  very  committee  whicn 
first  proposed  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands.  In  this  report,  the  comm'^*** 
concede  the  following  positions: 
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First.  That  prior  to  the  proposed  distribution,  *<  claims 
rejected  at  the  land  offices  have  been  readily  allowed 
by  Congress."  •  ♦  «•  Small  tracts  have 

been  obtained  with  facility."         *  *  « During 

the  session  of  1827  and  1828,  Congress  actually  fi^ave 
away  to  States  and  individuals  not  less  than  two  million 
three  hundred  thousand  acres  of  choice  land." 

Secoml.  That  the  distribution  project  would  arrest 
this  liberal  policy  to  the  new  States,  by  giving  to  the  old 
States  *<a  direct  interest  in  the  income  arising  from  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands" — thst  this  measure  *'  would  at 
once  check  further  concessions."  Here  the  effects  of 
this  distribution  upon  the  new  States  is  distinctly  con- 
ceded by  the  very  committee  which  proposed  the  meas- 
ure, and  its  adoption  urged  by  a  direct  appeal  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  old  States,  and  a  violent  denunciation  of  the 
new  States  of  the  Union,  as  influenced  by  '*  unhallowed 
desires."  Let  us  contrast  the  operations  of  the  two 
systems,  as  conceded  by  the  committee  themselves: 


Distribution — effects  qf 

let.  No  donatiooB  hereafter. 

2d.  None  heceaAer. 

3d.  A  direct  interest  given 
to  the  old  States  in  the  income 
of  public  lands. 

4th.  Rigid  system  hereafter 
as  to  all  land  claims. 

6th.  A  policy  to  extract  from 
the  ndw  States  most  money  for 
distribution. 

of  the  Government  as  to  the 


So  distribuiUm — effects  qf, 

Isi.  Large  donations  of  landu 
to  individuals. 

2d.  Large  donations  of  lands 
to  ne  w  settlers. 

3d.  Old  States  holding  no 
direct  interest  in  sales  of  pub- 
lie  lands. 

4tb.  Private  claims  to  lands 
readily  allowed. 

5tb.  A  liberal  policy  to  the 
new  States. 

A  revolution  in  the  policy 
public  lands  has  alresdy  taken  place,  in  anticipation  of 
the  passage  of  this  distribution  bill.  In  1827  and  1828 
the  Journals  of  the  Senate  and  the  published  debates  of 
that  body  demonstrate  that  a  very  large  majority  of  the 
Senate  was  favorable  to  the  reduction  of  the  price  of  the 
public  lands;  that  the  measure  was  lost  by  a  difference 
of  opinion  as  to  the  extent  of  the  reduction;  that  all 
seemed  willing  to  reduce  the  price  of  the  public  lands 
at  once  to  one  dollar  an  acre;  and  that,  of  the  few  who 
opposed  a  considerable  reduction,  several  proposed  an 
immediate  cession,  upon  eouitsble  terms,  of  all  the  pub- 
lic lands  to  the  States  withm  which  they  were  situated. 
At  the  session  of  1828,  when  a  bill  to  reduce  the  price 
of  the  public  lands  was  under  consideration,  the  Journals 
and  published  debates  show  that  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  WsssTKa]  then  moved  to  reduce 
the  price  of  the  public  lands  m  favor  of  actual  settlers 
to  fif^y  cents  per  acre.  The  vote  on  this  proposition, 
as  recorded  on  the  Journal,  was  18  for  and  27  against  it; 
a  majority  of  those  who  voted  against  this  proposition 
voting,  however,  for  the  other  proposition  for  a  still 
greater  reduction.  Such  was  the  situation  of  this  ques- 
tion in  1828,  prior  to  the  introduction  of  the  distribution 
bill.  Now,  how  changed  the  scene!  All  reduction  of 
the  price  refused;  the  settlers  of  the  new  States  denoun- 
ced upon  this  floor  as  unprincipled  squatters;  pre-emp- 
tion laws  treated  with  scorn  and  derision,  and  specula- 
tors encouraged  to  purchase  the  farms  of  the  settlers  at 
the  public  sales,  and  rob  them  of  the  price  of  their 
labor.  The  Senator  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Whits]  has 
ttiought  proper  to  express  in  his  speech,  in  favor  of  this 
distribution  bill,  his  disapprobation  of  my  proposition  to 
reduce  to  actual  settlers  the  price  of  the  public  lands. 
It  is  far  from  my  intention  to  arraign  the  conduct  of  the 
▼enerabfe  Senator  from  Tennessee;  but  as  he  thinks  my 
proposition  so  very  objrctionable,  may  I  be  permitted 
to  remind  him,  that  before  he  became  the  advocate  of 
this  distribution  land  bill,  he  voted,  in  1828  and  in  1832, 
as  the  Journals  show,  for  a  much  greater  reduction  in 
favor  of  those  who  only  promised  to  become  actual 
settlers.  [Here  the  Journals  of  1828  and  1832  were 
produced  and  read,  affirming  the  above  statement.]    In 


1832  I  find  the  vote  of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee 
[Mr.  Whits]  against  this  distribution  land  bill;  now  he 
is  found  voting  in  its  &vor.  In  1832  [  find  him  voting 
for  the  amendment  to  increase  the  amount  to  the  small 
States,  by  distributing  according  to  the  representation 
in  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives;  now,  his 
vote  is  recorded  sgainst  the  same  proposition.  In  1832 
I  find  him  voting  to  exclude  from  the  gross  proceeds  to 
be  distributed  all  expenses  arising  from  Indian  treaties, 
Indian  annuities,  removals,  &c.;  noa',  I  find  his  vote 
recorded  ag;ainst  the  same  propositions.  I  do  not  com- 
plain of  this.  It  Is  the  necessary  result  of  a  conversion 
to  the  support  of  this  bill.  Distribution  and  reduction 
are  the  opposing  principles.  Reduce  the  price,  aad 
distribution  becomes  unnecessary.  Distribute  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  the  price  will 
be  increased,  rather  than  diminished .  When  distribu- 
tion commences,  will  any  Senator  from  any  old  State 
dare  vote  to  reduce  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  when 
such  reduction  would  be  *<  the  diminution  of  the  direct 
revenue"  of  the  Stale  he  represents^  A  vote  for  this 
bill  is  a  vote  against  reduction,  sgainst  donations  or 
pre-emptions  to  settlers.  It  is  a  vote  to  sacrifice  the 
new  States,  for  the  benefit  of  the  old  States.  Money, 
money  for  distribution,  will  be  the  result  of  tlii'<  system, 
and  tiot  the  settlement  or  improvement  of  the  new 
States  of  the  west.  Sales  at  high  prices  to  speculators, 
and  not  to  settlers,  will  be  one  of  the  bitter  fruits  of  this 
measure.  Eight  millions  of  acres  have  passed,  during 
the  present  year,  into  the  hands  of  speculators,  to  the  pre- 
judice of  actual  settlers,  and  this  system  will  be  encour- 
aged, because  it  increases  the  fund  for  distribution.  And 
if  such  are  the  effects  in  anticipation  of  the  adoption  of 
this  measure,  what  will  be  the  consequences  when  dis- 
tribution commences?  I  am  filled  with  dismay  and  ap- 
prehension in  contemplating  the  result.  The  new  States 
will  be  treated  as  distant  vassal  colonies;  they  will  become 
to  this  Union  what  Ireland  is  to  England,  counted  only 
by  the  dollars  and  cents  which  can  be  extorted  from  the 
people.  Yes,  by  this  bill  the  new  States  are  marked  as 
a  table  of  profit  and  loss,  put  in  the  market  as  articles 
of  merchandise  to  be  sold  to  the  highest  bidder,  to  ob- 
tain money,  money  for  distribution.  Esch  of  the  old 
States  obtains  «  a  direct  interest  in  the  income  arising 
from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands.'*  State  legislation 
will  direct  and  control  this  income,  and  eytry  old  State 
will  desire  its  augmentation.  What  will  follow?  Instruc- 
tions to  their  representatives  in  Congress  to  repeal  this 
law,  and  increase  the  price  of  the  public  lands.  State 
agents  will  be  sent  from  every  old  State,  preceding  every 
public  land  sale,  to  examine  the  farm  of  every  settler, 
and  bid  it  up  to  the  most  extended  value.  Do  not  the 
papers  in  the  old  SUtes,  friendly  to  this  bill,  declare 
that  its  passage  will  exempt  the  people  of  those  States 
from  all  taxation?  The  people  of  the  new  States  will 
be  made  to  pay  the  taxes  of  the  people  of  the  old  States 
by  this  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands.  Will  any  State  Legislature  of  any  old 
State  dare  tax  their  constituents,  when  they  can  avoid 
this  necessity  by  instructing  their  representatives  in  Con- 
gress to  increase  their  share  of  the  income  by  increasing 
the  price  of  the  public  lands?  Sales  will  be  made  or 
postponed,  systems  established,  and  prices  regulated, 
solely  with  the  view  to  augment  the  fund  for  distribu- 
tion. Experiments  will  be  made  to  ascertain  bow  much 
money  can  be  drained  from  the  people  of  the  new  States. 
A  direct  collision  of  interest  will  be  created  between 
the  old  and  new  States.  State  legislation  on  this  sub- 
ject in  the  old  States  will  be  encountered  by  State  legis- 
lation in  the  new  Slates,  and  our  great  and  glorious 
Union  subjected  to  imminent  peril.  Could  I  lift  the 
veil  of  futuritv— K:ould  1  array  before  the  Senate  all  the 
fatal  results  of  this  raeasurcy  I  am  sure  they  would  turn 
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back  from  the  precipice,  upon  the  very  brink  of  which 
they  are  now  standing.  In  vain  will  they  attempt  to  ar* 
rest  the  evil,  when  this  bill  shall  have  beconae  a  law. 
Money — money — money  for  distribution  will  absorb  all 
other  considerations,  and  bury  in  its  engulfing  vortex 
the  liberties  of  this  now  happy,  happy  Union.  State 
taxes  will  be  abandoned,  and  the  whole  taxing  power 
concentrated  in  the  general  Government.  State  officers, 
expenses,  and  improvements,  will  be  paid  from  the  fund 
distributed  by  the  general  Government.  If.  the  land 
sales  furnish  not  a  sufHcient  fund  for  distribution,  in- 
crease the  tariff  will  be  the  next  demand.  National 
defence  will  next  be  abandoned,  our  army  disbanded, 
and  coast  and  frontier  left  defenceless.  The  navy  will 
next  be  sacrifiQed.  Increase  the  surplus,  will  be  the 
demand  of  the  majority,  whenever  we  embark  in  this 
corrupting  system.  Why  try  these  dangerous  experi- 
ments? Why  create  or  continue  a  surplus?  Why  not  ra- 
ther reduce  the  tariff,  reduce  the  price  of  the  public 
lands,  and  collect  no  more  money  than  is  required  for 
the  wants  of  a  Government  economically  administered? 
Under  the  surplus  system,  the  general  Government  will 
become  a  mere  collector  of  money  for  the  States,  and 
we  might  as  well  disband  both  houses  of  Congress,  and 
let  a  majority  of  State  Liegislatures  conduct  all  the  oper- 
ations of  this  Government.  No  Government  can  long 
endure  the  operations  of  such  a  system.  We  will  take 
the  voluntary  leavings  of  a  majority  of  the  States,  when 
they  shall  have  exhausted  our  revenues  in  expenditures 
for  State  purposes.  It  will  be  worse  than  the  system  of 
requisitions  upon  the  States  under  the  old  confederacy, 
M'htch  brought  this  country  to  the  brink  of  ruin.  Never 
—no,  never— was  it  intended  by  the  framers  of  the  con- 
stitution that  we  should  collect  vast  sums  for  distribution 
among  the  States.     It  is  not  among  the  enumerated 

{lowers  or  purposes  of  this  Government.  We  can  col- 
ect  money  only  to  conduct  the  operations  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, and  carry  into  effect  the  powers  granted  to 
Congress  by  the  constitution.  Were  it  otherwise,  there 
is  no  limit  to  the  money  collecting  power  of  this  Govern- 
ment, and  we  may  raise  five  hundred  millions  in  a  single 
year  for  distribution.  Distribution,  a  term  unknown,  a 
power  now  ungranted  in  the  constitution,  will  nullify  the 
Government  itself.  This  national  Government  will  sink 
into  a  mere  collector  of  taxes  and  of  money  for  distribu- 
tion, and  will  soon  become  an  object  of  scorn  and  deri- 
sion. It  will  be  gorged  by  an  annual  surplus,  to  be  bled 
to  death  by  an  annual  distribution.  For  a  few  years  it 
may  survive  this  annual  operation  of  repletion  and  de- 
pletion, but  soon  the  vital  blood  will  be  thrown  upon 
the  extremities,  to  return  no  more  to  the  central  organs, 
and  the  heart  of  the  Government  will  cease  to  beat.  Re- 
duction is  the  only  true  remedy  for  a  surplus  revenue. 
Distribution  will  never  send  back  the  money  to  those 
who  paid  it.  Reduction  will  leave  the  money  in  the 
pockets  of  the  people,  to  be  used  by  each  freeman  for 
his  own  benefit,  uncontrolled  by  any  earthly  power. 

But  we  are  tempted  to  unite  in  this  system  to  sell  our- 
selves to  the  old  States,  by  an  offer  often  per  cent,  ad- 
ditional on  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  five  hundred 
thousand  acres.  We  shall  be,  indeed,  more  foolish  than 
Esau  selling  his  birthright  for  a  mess  of  pottage,  if  we 
accept  the  offer.  Why,  the  distribution  is  according  to 
the  *Mast  census,"  and  Mississippi  has  increased,  not  ten 
per  cent.,  but  more  than  one  hundred  per  cent.,  since 
that  period.  How  unequal,  then,  and  unjust,  the  ratio 
of  distribution!  But  let  us  look  at  the  operation  of  this 
system.  Let  us  take  a  single  year,  in  which  Mississippi 
pays  into  the  public  Treasury  hall  a  million  of  dollars 
for  the  public  lands.  Under  this  system  she  would  get 
back  ten  per  cent,  of  the  nett  proceeds  and  her  dis- 
tributive share — in  all,  about  eighty  thousand  dollars;  and 
States  that  paid  not  a  dollar  of  this  money  into  the  pub- 


lic Treasury  would  receive  the  remainder.  And  take 
the  whole  fund  from  all  the  lands,  and  the  old  States, 
that  paid  scarcely  a  dollar  of  this  money  into  the  pubKc 
Treasury,  would  receive  three-fourths  of  the  whole 
amount.  How  long  could  we  endure  the  unequal  ope- 
rations of  such  a  system?  It  is  buying  the  new  States 
with  ten  per  cent,  upon  the  money  paid  by  themselves. 
It  is  purchasing  us  with  our  own  money.  But  tlien  the 
grant  of  land  remains.  Now  it  is  not  a  donation,  but  a 
sale  for  a  consideration.  The  consideration  is,  as  stated 
in  the  act,  that  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands 
granted  are  to  be  applied  in  the  construction  of  roads 
and  canals,  &c.,  which,  when  constructed,  shall  be,  in 
the  language  of  the  grant,  *<  free  for  the  transportation 
of  the  United  States  mail,  and  munitions  of  war,  and  the 
passage  oftheir  troops,  without  the  payment  of  any  toll 
whatever,*'  and  the  grant  is  confined  to  lands  subject  to 
entry  at  private  sale.  Now,  suppose  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale  vested  by  the  State  in  a  railroad,  it  might  so 
happen  that  the  toll  relinquished  by  this  act  would  have 
yielded  annually  more  than  the  interest  upon  the  amount 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  grant.  If  so,  the 
land  would  have  been  purchased  at  a  price  equivalent 
to  its  value.  This  grant,  then,  is  a  sale  for  value,  and  not 
a  donation.  But  were  it  a  donation,  how  vastly  une- 
qual are  the  grants  to  the  new  States.  The  professions 
of  the  friends  of  the  bill  are  to  put  the  new  States  upon 
an  equality  as  to  grants  of  the  public  domain.  Now  tb-s 
bill  grants  to  each  of  the  States  of  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
and  Missouri,  five, hundred  thousand  acres,  for  the  pur- 
poses above  mentioned^  and  to  Indiana,  one  hundred  and 
fifteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy-two  acres; 
Illinois,  twenty  thousand  acres;  and  Alabama,  one  hun- 
dred thousand  acres.  Now,  from  document  number  24ij 
received  from  the  Treasury  Department,  it  appears  that 
the  grants  made  to  the  new  States  heretofore,  for  road» 
and  canals,  were  as  follows: 


Qhio, 

Indiana, 

Illinois, 

Missouri, 

Alabama, 

Mississippi,  - 

Louisiana,     - 


Acres. 
1,041,337 

525.614 

483,000 

none 

400.000 

none 

none 


Now  this  bill,  instead  of  equal'zing  the  grants  amouj; 
the  new  States,  leaves  Ohio  considerably  more  than  half 
a  million  of  acres  more  than  Mississippi,  and  Indiana  one 
hundred  and  forty  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty- 
six  acres  more  than  Mississippi.  Why  this  inequality  \ 
Why  this  partiality  and  favoritism?  Why  this  odious 
distinction  between  the  new  States  in  relation  to  this 
matter?  Ohio  and  Indiana  should  both  have  less  than 
Mississippi,  for  this  reason — ^that  whilst  Mississippi  has 
received  nothing  from  this  Government  for  the  construc- 
tion of  roads  within  her  limits,  these  States  have  receiv- 
ed five  millions  of  dollars  from  the  general  Govern- 
ment for  the  construction  of  the  great  road  leading  to 
and  through  them^  and  this  very  bill  perpetuates  this  in- 
justice, by  charging  this  road  upon  the  two  per  cent, 
fund,  when  that  fund  has  been  ten  times  exhausted  al- 
ready. Grant  to  Alabama  and  Mississippi  five  millions  of 
dollars  for  roads,  and  more  than  two  millions  of  acres  in 
grants  of  land,  and  you  will  place  them  on  an  equality 
with  Oliio,  and  not  otherwise.  If,  then,  we  are  to  be 
paid  a  price  for  the  surrender  of  the  interests  of  the 
new  States  to  the  old  States,  let  the  price  be  equal  what 
is  paid  to  all  the  new  States,  and  not  the  unjust  and  une- 
qual propositions  contained  in  this  bill.  Such  proposi- 
tions are  adding  insult  to  injury,  and  would  be  rejected 
with  disdain  by  the  freemen  of  Mississippi.  But  if  these 
grants  to  the  new  States  are  valuable,  why  are  tbey  forced 
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into  this  bill,  which  the  President  has  once  vetoed, 
and  which  it  is  known  he  will  veto  again,  but  would 
approve  in  a  separate  bill  which  it  voted  down  by  the 
friends  of  distribution? 

In  the  message  of  President  Jackson,  placing  his  veto 
upon  this  bill,  that  illustrious  patriot  and  statesman 
declared:  "  1  deceive  myself  greatly  if  the  new  States 
would  find  their  interests  promoted  by  such  a  system 
as  this  bill  proposes.  Their  true  policy  consists  in  the 
rapid  settling  and  improvement  of  the  waste  lands  within 
their  limits.  As  a  means  of  hastening  those  events, 
they  have  long  been  looking  to  a  reduction  in  the 
price  of  public  lands,  upon  the  final  payment  of  the 
national  debt.  The  effect  of  the  proposed  system  would 
be  to  prevent  that  reduction. 

'<  I  do  not  doubt  that  it  is  the  real  interest  of  each 
and  all  the  States  in  the  Union,  and  particularly  of  the 
new  States,  that  the  price  of  these  lands  shall  be  re- 
duced and  graduated;  and  that  after  they  have  been  of- 
fered for  a  certain  number  of  years,  the  refuse  remain- 
ing^ unsold  shall  be  abandoned  to  the  States,  and  the 
machinery  of  our  land  system  entirely   withdrawn." 
**  While  the  burdens  of  the  East  are  diminishing  by  the 
reduction  of  the  duties  upon  imports,  it  seems  but  equal 
justice  that  the  chief  burden  of  the  West  should  be 
lightened  in  an  equal  degree  at  least."    Such  is  the  just 
and  liberal  policy  recommended  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States;  and  can  any  citizen  of  any  new  State 
doubt  or  hesitate  as  to  the  two  propositions?    The  one 
system  will  forever  prevent  a  reduction  of  the  price  of 
the  public  lands,  retard  their  settlement,  restrain  emi- 
|rration  to  the  West,  destroy  pre-emption  laws,  prevent 
donations  to  settlers,  encourage  sales  to  speculating  mo- 
nopolists, enhance  the  price,  by  introducing  secret  seal- 
ed  bids,  prevent  the  surrender  of  the  refuse  lands  to 
the  new  States,  support  the  State  Governments  of  the 
old  States  from  money  extracted  from  the  people  of  the 
new  States,  perpetuate  the  surplus  system,  and  render 
an  increase  of  the  tariff  inevitable.     The  other  system, 
proposed  by  the  President,  and  which  will  ultimately 
prevail  if  this  distribution  project  can  be  defeated,  will 
subdue  the  lands  of  the  West,  fill  them  with  a  race  of 
farmers  and  cultivators,  increase  our  wealth  and  popu- 
lation, develop  our  resources,  and  leave  this  unneces- 
sary surplus  in  the  hands  of  our  citizens,  to  be  used  by 
each  freeman  to  advance  the  welfare  of  himself  and  fam- 
ily,      lieduction  of  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the 
Government  is  our  true  policy.     Reduce  the  tariff,  re- 
duce the  price  of  the  public  lands,  and  you  will  have  no 
surplus  for  distributions  but  establish  the  distribution 
system,  and  you  will  never  reduce;  on   the  contrary, 
you  will  soon  inevitably  augment  the  tariff  and  the  price 
of  the  pubFic  lands.     In  sustaining  distribution,  I  would 
oppose  reduction,  for  they  are  opposing  principles.     In 
sustaining  distribution,  I  would  oppose  pre-emptions  and 
donations  to  settlers,  encourap^e  monopolies  by  specula- 
tors of  the  public  lands,  and  mtroduce  the  system  oT  se- 
cret sealed  bids,  by  which  we  are  threatened  by  the 
committee  which  reported  this  bill.     And,  finally,  in 
supporting  distribution,  I  would  sustain  the  tariff,  and 
render  its  augmentation  inevitable,  and  a  consequent 
depression  of  the  price  of  our  great  staple.     These  are 
my  views  upon  this  important  subject,  and  I  thank  the 
Senate  for  their  indulgent  attention  to  my  remarks  upon 
this  question. 

When  Mr.  Walker  had  concluded. 
The  bill  was,  by  general  consent,  laid  on  the  table. 
Mr.  LINN  rose  to  move  that  the  Senate  adjourn.  He 
had  no  disposition,  be  said,  to  delay  the  vote  on  the  land 
bill,  but  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  taken  before  Tues- 
day. The  state  of  the  northwestern  frontier  was  such, 
that  be  wished  to  know  what  Congress  would  do  for  its 
protection,  before  the  vote  on  the  land  bill  was  taken. 


Mr.  L.  then  wTthdrew  his  motion  to  adjourn,  at  the  re- 
quest of 

Mr.  MORRIS,  who  moved  that,  when  the  Senate  ad- 
journ, it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Tuesday  next;  the  House 
of  Representatives  having  adjourned  over  to  that  day. 

Mr.  HILL  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  motion, 
which  were  ordered;  and  the  question  was  decided  in 
the  negative  by  the  following  vote: 

YsAS — Messrs.  Ctay,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert, 
Ewing  of  Illinois,  Rwing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough,  Grun- 
dy, Leigh,  McKean,  Mangum,  Morris,  Niles,  Preston, 
Robinson,  Ruggles,  Shepley,  Swif^,  Tallmadg^~19. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Davis,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Linn,  Naudain,  Nicho- 
las, Porter,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  Southard,  Tomlinson, 
Walker,  Webster,  White,  Wright— 24. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  moved  that  when  the  Senate  ad- 
journ, it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  opposed  the  motion,  and  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays.  They  had  arrived,  he  said,  at  a  stage 
of  the  session  when  they  had  but  little  time  to  spare. 
They  ought  to  act  speedy  on  the  appropriation  bills,  for 
which  the  public  service  was  suffering. 

Mr.  RuoGLss's  motion  was  negatived:  Yeas  13,  nayi 
29,  as  follows: 

YsAs-^Messrs.  Benton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Ewing 
of  Illinois,  Goldsborough,  Hendricks,  McKean,  Morris, 
Niles,  Preston,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Shepley — 13. 

Nats — Messrs.  Black,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Qrund}*,  Hill,  Hubbard, 
Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Leigh, 
Linn,  Naudain,  Nicholas,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Robbins, 
Southard,  SwifV,  Tallmadge,  Tomlinson,  Walker,  Web- 
ster. White,  Wright— 29. 

Mr.  EWING  observed  that,  as  several  members  would 
be  absent  on  Saturday  and  Monrlay,  he  would  not  call 
up  the  land  bill  until  Tuesday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LTNN, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


Satubdat,  Apbil  30. 
INCENDIARY  PUBLICATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRUNDY,  the  Senate  took  up  the 
bill  prohibiting  deputy  postmasters  from  receiving  and 
transmitting  by  mail  publications  therein  specified,  in 
order  to  enable  him  to  offer  an  amendment. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  then  moved  to  strike  out  all  the  origi- 
nal bill,  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  to  insert  a  substi- 
tute, which  he  sent  to  the  chair,  and  which  was  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRUNDY,  the  amendment  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed!  and  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

SMITHSON  LEGACY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PRESTON,  the  Senate  took  up  the 
bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
appoint  an  agent  or  agents  to  prosecute  and  receive 
from  the  British  court  ofchancery  the  legacy  bequeathed 
to  the  United  States  by  the  late  James  Smithson  of  Lon- 
don, for  the  purpose  of  establishing  at  Washington  city 
an  institution  for  the  increase  of  knowledge  among  men, 
to  be  called  the  Smithsonian  University. 

Mr.  P.  said  that  by  this  will  it  was  intended  that  this 
Government  should  become  the  beneficiaries  of  this 
legacy,  and  contended  that  if  they  had  not  the  competence 
to  receive  it  by  the. constitution,  the  act  of  no  individual 
could  confer  the  power  on  them  to  do  so.  He  claimed 
that  they  had  not  the  power  to  receive  the  money  for 
national  objects,  and,  if  so,  the  expending  it  for  another 
object  was  a  still  higher  power.  He  controverted  the 
position  that  if  they  could  not  receive  it  as  the  beneficiary 
legatee,  they  might  receive  it  as  the  fiduciary  agent.    If 
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they  had  not  the  power  to  establish  a  unijrersity  without 
the  power  conferred  on  them  by  a  grant,  they  could  not 
have  it  with  the  grant;  or  what  they  could  not  exercise 
directly,  they  could  not  exercise  as  trustee.  He  referred 
to  a  report  made  by  Mr.  Adams  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, in  which  the  genealogy  of  Mr.  Smithson  was 
given  and  traced  through  the  line  of  the  illustrious 
Percys  and  Seymours  of  England.  He  thought  this  do- 
nation had  been  partly  made  with  a  view  to  immortalize 
the  donor,  and  that  it  was  too  cheap  a  way  of  conferring 
immortality.  There  was  danger  of  their  imaginations 
being  run  away  with  by  the  astioc'ations  of  Chevy  Chase 
ballads,  &c. ;  and  he  had  no  idea  of  this  District  being 
used  as  a  fulcrum  to  raise  foreigners  to  immortality  by 
getting  Congress,  as  the  parens patrise  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  to  accept  donations  from  them. 

The  committee  had  misconceived  the  facts:  the  be- 
quest was  to  the  United  States  of  America  to  found  a 
university  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  under  the  title  of 
the  "  Smithsonian  University}"  and  the  execution  of  the 
terms  of  the  legacy  was  to  redound  to  the  purposes  of 
the  donation,  which  was  for  the  benefit  of  all  mankind. 
It  was  general  in  its  terns,  and  not  limited  to  the  Ds- 
trict  of  Columbia;  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  United 
States,  and  could  not  be  received  by  Congress. 

Mr.  LEIGH  said  he  would  thank  the  gentleman  to 
inform  the  Senate  that  the  report  be  had  referred  to  was 
made  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  not  by  a 
committee  of  the  Senate.     The  report  of  the  Senate's 
committee  was  simply  a  statement  of  matters  of  fact. 
Mr.  L.  explained  the  provisions  of  the  will,  which  were 
simply  these:    The  testator,  James  Smithson,  bequeath- 
ed to  hit  nephew,  James  Henry  Hungerford,  a  legacy 
of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling;  providing,  that 
if  Mr.  Hungerford  should  die  without  children,  the 
legacy  should  enure  to  the  United  States,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  founding,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  an  institu- 
tion for  the  increase  of  knowledge  among  men,  to  be 
called  the  Snnltlisonian  University;  and  the  Government 
had  received  information  from  the  American  consul  at 
London  that  Mr.  Hungerford  had  lately  died  without 
ever  having  been  married,  and  without  leaving  any 
children.     It  now  became  necessary,  Mr.  L.  said,  for 
Congress  to  determine  whether  it  was  competent  for  the 
United  States  to  receive  this  money;  and  if  they  should 
receive  it,  to  take  measures  for  carrying  the  intentions 
of  the  testator  into  effect.     The  committee  to  whom 
this  subject  had  been  referred  were  all  of  opinion,  with 
the  exception  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  pRXSTOx,]  that  it  was  proper  for  the  United  States 
to  receive  this  money.     They  had  not  considered  the 
question  at  all,  whether  it  was  in  the  power  of  Congress 
to  establish  a  national  university;  nor  was  it  necessary 
they  should  do  so.     They  looked  upon  this  bequest  as 
having  been  made  simply  for  the  benefit  of  one  of  the 
cities  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  of  which  Congress  was 
the  constitutional  guardian,  and  could  receive  and  apply 
the  money  in  that  form.   Congress  was  the  parens  pairia 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  the  sense  laid  down  by 
Blackstone;  a  power  which  necessarily  belonged  to  every 
Government,  and  could  therefore  very  properly  receive 
this  trust  for  a  charitable  purpose  in  the  District  of 
Columbia.     Congress  had  in  fact  exercised  this  power 
of  parens  palriss  of  the  District  in  the  establishment  of 
an  orphans'  court,  in  the  erection  and  support  of  a  peni- 
tentiary, and  could  create  an  establishment  to  take  care 
of  lunatics;  and,  indeed,  if  it  did  not  possess  this  power, 
in  what  a  deplorable  condition  would  this  District  be. 
The  States  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  undoubtedly  pos-. 
sessed  this  power,  and  of  course  Congress  derived  it,  ss 
to  the  District,  from  their  deeds  of  cession.     He  did  not 
look  upon  this  legacy  to  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  United 
States,  but  for  the  benefit  of  one  of  the  cities  of  the 


District  over  which  Congress  was  guardian^  and  he  had 
therefore  no  difficulty  in  voting  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  PRESTON  was  aware  of  the  decision  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  cited  by  the  Senator  from  Virginii,  [Mr. 
Leigh,]  that  the  people  of  this  District  might  be  taxed 
without  representation;  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  these 
corporations  could  exercise  a  trust.  But  this  was  not  a 
trust  to  the  city  of  Washington.  The  United  States  w« 
the  eesluy  que  trust,  and  not  the  city  of  Washington. 
The  corporation  of  the  city  of  Washington  could  not 
enforce  this  claim  in  a  court  of  chancer}'  in  England. 
If  an  institution  of  the  kind  was  desired,  be  would  preftr 
it  to  be  established  out  of  our  own  funds,  and  not  hare 
Congress  pander  to  the  paltry  vanity  of  any  individual. 
If  they  accepted  this  donation,  every  whippersnapper 
vagabond  that  had  been  traducing  our  country  miglit 
think  proper  to  have  his  name  distinguished  in  the  mvat 
way.  It  was  not  consistent  with  the  dignity  of  the 
country  to  accept  even  the  grant  of  a  man  of  noble  birth 
or  lineage. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said,  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  Calhouh]  had  considered  this  as  a  donation  to  the 
United  States.  It  was  not  so.  The  United  States  was 
merely  named  in  the  will  as  the  trustee,  and  was  to 
receive  no  benefit  whatever.  It  was  merely  a  charitable 
object  to-  establish  a  university  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia.  Thev  had  established  similar  institutions  within  the 
District  of  Columbia,  by  acts  of  Congress,  and  no  one 
doubted  the  power  to  permit  persons  from  other  places 
to  be  educated  in  Ihem. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said,  if  his  memory  served  him,  there 
was  opposition  made  to  the  passage  of  those  acts. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said  he  believed  there  was  soni»e  ob- 
jection  made  to  the  policy,  but  not  to  the  power,  of 
making  the  donation.  It  was  to  be  located  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  and  persons  in  this  city  would  be  more  ben- 
efited by  it  than  any  others. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  was  of  opinion  that  this  donation  was 
made  expressly  to  the  United  States.  By  reading  the 
terms  in  which  the  bequest  was  made»  it  was  impossible 
to  conceive  otherwise.    The  bequest  was  *«lo  the  United 
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city  of  Washington,"  and  the  donation  was  clearly  to  the 
United  States.     The  words  ««lhe  city  of  Washington, 
were  only  used  to  designate  the  place  where  the  unirer- 
sity  was  to  be  established,  and  not  by  any  stretch  of  the 
meaning  of  language  to  be  considered  as  msking  the 
donation  to  the  city.     He  understood  the  Senators,  on 
all  hands,  to  agree  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  establish  a  national  university,  and  they  all  ag^H 
that  they  could  establish  a  university  in  the  District  oi 
Columbia.     Now,  on  this  principle,  they  could  not  re- 
ceive the  bequest;  for  the  District  of  Columbia  was  not 
even  named  in  it:  the  city  of  Washington  being  only 
designated  as  the  place  where  the  university  was  to  bf 
established,  and  the  bequest  being  expressly  n»»de  w 
the  United  States.     He  thought  that  acting  under  this 
legAcy  would  be  as  much  the  establishment  of  a  national 
university,  as  if  they  appropriated  money  for  the  puf* 
pose;  and  he  would  indeed  much  rather  appropriate  tw 
money,  for  he  thought  it  was  beneath  the  dignity  of  t'»J 
United  States  to  receive  presents  of  this  kind  f*^"!.*."^ 
one.     He  could  never  pass  through  the  rotundo  of  tn 
Capitol  without  having  his  feelings  outraged  by  s^^'^v 
that  statue  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  which  had  been  placed  there 
contrary  to  their  consent.  .. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  said  that  the  Senator  from  Soow 
Carolina   was  mistaken   in  saying  that  every  Sena 
agreed  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  Congress  tof*JJ|  [ 
lisii  a  national  university.     He,  for  one,  *>elieved  tw 
Congress  had  the  unquestionable  right  to  do  so.    ^^ 
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hovever,  did  not  inToWe  the  constitutionality  of  the 
queftion  before  them;  u,  in  his  opinion,  the  most  ri|^d 
construction  of  the  eonstitution  would  not  be  adverse 
to  the  bill.  Congress  had  the  same  right  to  establish 
this  university  that  they  had  to  charter  a  college  in 
Georgetown  or  Alexandria. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  believed  that  Congress  had  the 
power  to  receive  and  apply  this  money  to  the  purposes 
intended  by  the  testator,  without  involving  the  question 
wtiether  they  had  the  power  to  establish  a  national  uni- 
vernty  or  not.  There  wss  no  question  but  that  James 
Smitbaon,  in  his  lifetime,  had  a  right  to  establish  a  uni- 
versity at  the  city  of  Washington,  and  call  it  the  Smith- 
sonian University;  or  a  national  university,  if  he  pleased; 
am]  Congress,  by  receiving  and  appljring  this  bequest, 
vould  only  act  as  the  trustee  of  the  city  of  Washington, 
for  whose  benefit  it  was  made. 

Mr.  WALKER  would  not  discuss  the  question  wheth- 
er this  was  a  national  univenity,  because  he  believed 
tint  question  was  not  involved.  But  he  should  vote  for 
the  bill,  on  the  ground  that  Congress  would  be  doing 
manifest  injustice  to  the  citizens  of  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton by  refusing  to  accept  the  donation.  It  was  true  that 
it  opersted  for  the  benefit  of  all  mankind,  but  not  more 
so  than  a  university  established  at  Princeton  or  any  other 
place.  The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  CAUioirir] 
had  said  they  ought  to  read  the  will  as  if  the  words  *<at 
Washington'*  were  left  out.  He  (  Mr.  W. )  did  not  think 
so;  they  ought  to  read  it  just  as  it  was,  in  connexion  with 
the  whole,  and  fpve  it  its  tnie  construction,  which  was, 
that  the  United  States  was  only  desl|^ated  as  the  trustee, 
and  the  people  of  the  city  of  Washington  had  a  right  to 
call  upon  Congress,  as  the  representatives  of  the  United 
States,  to  execute  the  trust. 

Mr.  DAVIS  said  this  man,  Smithson,  it  was  said,  had 
devised  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling  for  the 
establishment  of  a  university  in  the  city  of  Washington 
to  diffuse  knowledge  among  men.  It  seemed  to  be  taken 
for  granted  that  it  was  for  the  establishment  of  a  univer- 
sity, although  ha  believed  the  word  university  was  not 
to  be  found  in  the  will.  He  could  not  infer  why  it  was 
so  construed,  as  there  were  other  means  of  diffusing 
knowledge  among  men  besides  doing  it  through  the 
medium  of  universities,  and  he  therefore  thought  the 
discussion,  as  to  the  particular  design  of  the  gif^,  prema- 
ture. He  did  not  regard  it  as  a  gift  or  bequest  to  the 
Government.  If  he  did,  he  would  have  all  the  feelings 
evinced  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Pass- 
'Tov.]  The  testator  had  not  specified  what  special  pur- 
pose it  wss  to  be  applied  to»  nor  when  the  fund  was  to 
be  used;  and  Conffress  might  defer  using  it  until  it  be- 
came Urge  enough  to  be  used  advantageously  to  the 
purposes  of  diffusing  knowledge  among  mankind,  if 
they  denied  the  right  to  establish  a  university,  they  de- 
nied the  right  to  establish  all  institutions  of  charity. 
The  same  question  involved  in  this  wss  also  involved  in 
the  incorporation  of  institutions  which  had  been  incorpo- 
rated by  them  in  this  District.  The  only  question  now 
under  consideration  was,  whether  they  should  receive 
this  money.  He  would  vote  for  it,  and,  if  they  could 
not  devise  some  appropriate  disposition  of  it  after  it  was 
received,  he  would  be  willing  to  send  it  bsck  by  the  first 
return  pscket. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  asked  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Davis]  what  construction  he  would  put  upon 
tbe  will,  if  the  words  «  at  Washington"  had  been  left 
out  of  it. 

Mr.  DAVIS  replied  that  he  would  put  the  same  con- 
struction on  it  then  as  he  did  now.  His  first  inquiry 
voukl  be  whether  it  was  for  a  charitable  purpose;  and, 
if  there  was  no  power  to  establish  the  institution  in  any 
of  the  States,  he  would  establish  it  in  the  District  of 
Columbis;  and  if  the  power  to  establish  it  there  was  doubt- 
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ed,  he  would  estsblish  it  in  one  of  the  Territories.  He 
deemed  the  establishment  of  institutions  for  the  diffusion 
of  knowledgfe  a  vital  principle  of  a  republican  Govern- 
ment. They  might  as  well  ssy  that  delivering  lectures 
in  any  of  the  sciences  was  a  national  institution,  as  to  call 
this  one. 

Mr.  PRESTON  said  the  declaration  of  the  Senator 
from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Southard]  had  satbfied  him  that 
this  was  a  national  university.  There  was  no  difference 
between  a  university  in  the  District  of  Columbia  for  the 
benefit  of  all  mankind  and  a  national  university.  That 
Senator  had  not  distinguished  between  the  poweV  of 
erecting  buildings  and  the  use  to  which  they  were  appro- 
priated. They  had  the  power  to  erect  buildings  in  heo 
parentis  patria  for  the  benefit  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bis; they  might  ereet  buildirm  for  the  maintensnce  of 
paupers  of  the  District;  but  if^the  people  of  the  District, 
in  this  case,  were  to  have  any  benefit  peculiar  to  the  place, 
it  was  in  the  erection  of  the  buildings  alone.  He  asked 
if  the  buildings  of  the  Post  Office  Depsrtment  were 
erected  by  Congress  as  the  parma  pairim  of  the  District 
of  Columbia?  Had  they  the  right,  as  parens  patrim  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  to  erect  this  building  for  the 
benefit  humani  generis  of  this  District,  when  m  fact  it 
was  a  general  charity  to  mankind,  including  the  con- 
federacy, and  not  confined  to  the  District  of  Columbia? 
He  was  sgainst  the  power,  and  would  be  against  the 
policy,  if  they  had  the  power. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs.  LEIGH 
and  PRESTON,  the  Question  was  taken  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative:  Teas  31,  nays  7,  as  follows: 

YxAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Buchanan,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Dsvis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Golds- 
borough,  Grtindy,  Hendricks,  Hubbara,  Kent,  King  of 
Alabama,  Knight,  Leigh,  Linn,  Mangum,  Moore,  Nau- 
dain,  Nicholas,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Rives,  Robbins,  South- 
ard, Swif^,  Tallmadge^Tpmlinson,  Walker — 31. 

Nats — Messes.  JiSalHoim,' Ewing  of  Illinois,  Hill,  King 
of  Georgis,  I'r^nbn,  Robinson,  ^hite — 7»     A* ft. 

The  Senate  then  adjoOTilefl. 


MoKDAT,  Mat  2. 
FOREIGN  PAUPERS. 

Mr.  DAVIS  presented  the  following  resolution,  adopt- 
ed by  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts: 

Besobfed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  instruct  our  Senators 
and  request  our  Representatives  in  Congress  to  use  their 
endeavors  to  obtain  the  passage  of  a  law  to  prevent  the 
introduction  of  foreign  paupers  into  this  country,  and  to 
favor  any  other  measures  which  Congress  msy  be  dis- 
posed to  sdopt  to  effect  this  obiect. 

Mr.  DAVIS  said  he  feared  that  the  resolve  would  not 
be  fully  understood  in  all  parts  of  the  country^  and 
would  therefore  take  leave  to  offer  some  explanation  of 
the  reasons  which  had  probably  induced  the  Legislature 
to  act  upon  the  subject.  He  need  not  say  it  was  import- 
ant, as,  otherwise,  it  would  not  be  presented  here  in 
this  form.  If  he  did  not  mistake  the  signs  of  the  times, 
the  wrongs  which  had  been  inflicted  on  Massachusetts 
would  soon  reach  other  places,  and  the  country  would 
psrticipate  in  her  sentiments. 

It  is  well  known  (said  Mr.  D.)  that  pauperism  in  Eu- 
rope has  become  a  great  and  oppressive  burden.  In 
England,  especially,  it  has  become  so  powerful  in  num- 
bers and  physical  power  as  to  be,  in  some  districts,  al- 
most uncontrollable.  The  number  had  not,  to  his 
knowledge,  been  accurately  ascertained;  but  the  means 
were  at  hand  to  prove  that  the  aggregate  and  power 
were  great  and  oppressive.  It  sppeared,  from  parlia- 
mentary documents,  that,  in  1818,  the  sums  expended 
by  the  parishes  in  England  and  Wales  alone,  where 
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theie  oorporatioDs  proyide  for  the  poor,  amounted  to 
about  thirty-eight  millions  of  dollartf  a  sum  greater  than 
the  whole  revenue  of  this  country  for  pubhc  purposes. 
The  burdens,  as  well  as  other  evils,  were  so  severely 
felt,  tliat  public  attention  had  been  drawn  to  the  subject, 
with  a  hope  of  obtaining  relief.  Much  bad  been  written 
and  much  said,  but  no  efficient  action  had  taken  place 
up  to  1833,  when  the  King  appointed  a  commission, 
with  large  powers,  to  collect  evidence  and  report  to  the 
Parliament.  The  commissioners  appointed  a  large  number 
of  sub-commissioners,  assigning  to  each  a  district,  and 
authorizing  them  to  collect  evidence,  and  report  to  the 
general  board.  They  proceeded  in  the  execution  of 
their  duty,  and  their  reports,  with  the  evidence,  went 
with  the  report  of  the  general  board  into  Parliament, 
when  all  were  published,  and  fill  a  lar^e  number  of 
closely  printed  folio  volumes,  which  are  m  the  posses- 
sion of  the  United  States.  These  volumes  shed  light 
upon  this  subject,  which  may  well  fill  the  mind  with 
Mtonishroent. 

The  evidence  shows  that  the  paupers  of  England  and 
Wales  are  debased,  demoralised,  and  depraved  to  a  de- 
gree that  surpasses  beliefi  and  the  commissioners  im- 
pute much  of  this  to  the  mode  of  granting  relief.  This 
deserves  to  be  much  considered i  for  the  mode  did  not 
essentially  differ  from  that  pursued  in  manv  places  in 
this  country.  It  was  founded  on  an  equitable  arrange- 
ment, by  which  they  attempted  to  measure  out  reliefin 
proportion  to  the  necessity  of  the  pauper.  It  appeared 
that  the  relief  was  furnished  bv  a  scale,  as  it  is  called, 
and  the  pauper  usually  receivecl  it  at  his  pUce  of  abode. 
To  a  married  person  the  allowance  was  more  liberal 
than  to  one  singlet  to  one  with  children  more  liberal 
than  to  one  without.  Consequences  of  the  most  disgust- 
ing character  had  resulted  from  this  arrangement.  Mar- 
riages, such  as  could  never  have  been  anticipated,  had 
been  lolemnixed.  Women  advanced  in  life  had  led  minora 
to  the  altar,  and  nuptials  of  the  most  thoughtless,  revolt- 
ing character  had  been  consecrated,  and  followed  by  do- 
mestic relations,  such  as  may  be  easily  imagined  where 
there  is  no  motive  to  union  beyond  the  sordid  one  of  ob- 
taining larger  allowances.  As  children  give  to  the  parent 
enlarged  claims  to  public  bounty,  females  abandoned 
themselves  to  shameless  debauchery,  and  thus,  and  for 
such  causes,  seduction  and  open  profligacy  were  en- 
couraged. These  were  not  matters  of  occasional  occur- 
rence, but,  as  the  commissioners  state,  common^every 
day's  practice.  So  shameless  and  lost  are  thev  to  all 
moral  decency  and  propriety,  that  they  treat  with  scorn 
and  contempt  thoae  who  endeavor,  by  honest  labor,  to 
sustain  tbemselvesi  they  sneer  at  them  as  slaves  to  their 
own  necessities,  as  in  a  condition  less  independent  and 
more  to  be  deplored  than  their  own,  holding  themselves 
to  be  a  privileged  body,  an  aristocracy  living  upon  what 
they  extort  from  others.  Thus  they  seduce  the  indus- 
trious from  their  principles  and  habits,  and  convert  them 
into  associates  in  their  own  idleness  and  vice.  In  this 
manner  the  tide  of  pauperism  has  swelled  and  swept  with 
a  fearful  current  over  some  portions  of  England,  bidding 
defiance  to  the  laws,  and  almost  prostrating  the  civil  au- 
thority. 

In  one  parish  the  numbers  increased,  and  the  demands 
with  them,  until  the  tsxes  exceeded  the  rents  and  in- 
come of  the  whole  landed  territory;  and  landlords  and 
tenants,  being  thus  made  paupers^  abandoned  the  soil. 
In  many  parishes  the  oificers  have  declared  that  they 
dare  not  withhold  relief,  even  when  demanded  by  persons 
well  able  to  support  themselves,  for  fear  of  personal  in- 
jury or  malicious  mischief  to  their  property;  and  it  is 
said  that  the  burning  of  many  ricks  of  hay  and  grain,  of 
which  we  ha^^e  heard,  has  come  from  this  cause. 

Such  is  a  fiiint  outline  of  the  picture  of  idleness  and 
moral  depravity  disclosed  by  this  evidence;  and  it  is  but 


an  outline,  for  the  details  of  disgusting  particulars  would 
more  than  sustain  and  fill  up  the  picture.  The  proof 
shows  that  their  lives  are  stained  with  guilt  and  crime. 
It  is  greatly  to  be  deplored  that  such  a  state  of  thinp 
exists;  but  such  is  the  character  of  these  proofs,  thit  it 
may  well  be  doubted  if  there  is  amonr  civilised  man  to 
be  found  another  class  so  reckless  and  depraved.  It  ii 
not  singular  that  the  body  politic  ahould  seek  reficf  frosi 
such  a  disease  preying  upon  its  vitaisb  and  threateaiqg  it 
with  abiding  infirmity. 

This  (said  Mr.  D.)  brings  me  to  a  point  where  1  vID 
show  the  interest  whieh  the  American  people  have  is 
thia  matter.  In  the  course  of  the  inquiries  made  by  the 
commissioners,  they  discovered  that  some  of  the  pviAei 
had,  of  their  own  accord,  and  without  any  aothoritj  is 
law,  as  it  seems,  adopted  the  plan  of  ridding  themielrcf 
of  the  evil  by  persuading  the  pauper*  to  emigrate  to  tha 
side  of  the  Athuitic.  And  whom,  Mr.  President,  did 
they  send>  Tht  most  idle  and  vieious;  furnishing  tbea 
witfk  money,  besides  paying  their  passage,  and  tbei 
leaving  them  on  thia  continent,  either  to  reform  or  to 
rely  on  the  people  here  for  support.  The  comminoii- 
ers,  forcibly  impressed  with  the  efficiency  of  this  plui, 
as  a  complete  remedy,  strongly  fecommeiided  to  Parlis- 
ment  to  adopt  it,  and  to  authorise  the  parishes  to  rtise 
mooev  by  taxea  for  this  purpose.  They  proposed,  Ukh 
that  the  most  idle,  debauched,  and  corrupt— the  iocurs- 
ble  portion--Bhottld  be  selected  for  this  purpose;  while 
the  better  portion  should  be  left,  to  be  reclaimed  wbes 
detached  from  the  force  of  evil  counsel  and  evil  example. 
They  do  not.  It  is  true,  propose  to  send  them  to  the 
United  States:  this  would  be  too  bold  a  proposition;  but 
it  seems  they  have  no  objection  to  their  finding  their 
way  hither.    True  to  their  own  sentiments  and  udoob- 

auerable  idleness,  these  paupers  no  sooner  reach  here 
lan  they  cast  theiMelves  upon  the  public  Ibr  support. 
Those  acknowledging  themselves  to  be  pauper  emigruti 
have  been  repeateidly  found  in  the  Houne  of  Induitr^ 
Boston,  with  the  rery  money  received  from  the  psnib 
concealed  about  them,  and,  in  some  instances,  to  pi^ 
vent  detection,  sewed  into  their  clothes.  Out  of  866 
persons  received  into  that  place  during  the  bet  yev> 
516  were  foreigners«  not  all,  by  any  means^  of  this  dai^ 
nor  is  it  possible  to  ascertain  how  many.  In  this  wsfi 
Massachusetts  disburses  from  her  public  tressoiy  o^ 
fift v  thousand  dollars  annually  to  relieve  foreign  ptuptf** 
and  this  but  imperfectly  meets  the  expense.  8h^  y^ 
attempted  to  modify  the  evil  by  countervailing  kjPgl 
tion,  oy  requiring  bonds  from  the  .maaters  of  vesws 
bringing  foreign  passengers,  conditiooed  that  tors  gives 
period  they  shall  not  become  chargeable  to  the  puhlie- 
This,  however,  proves  inadequate;  for  while  her  W 
on  thia  subject  are  more  humane  than  aome  of  the  id* 
joining  States,  the  emigrants  will  find  their  way  into  the 
Commonwealth.  Many,  doubtless,  are  sent  out  to  the 
neighboring  provinces,  and  thence  come  to  us  cosstwne; 
others,  perhaps,  have  or  will  enter  by  the  Cansds  fi^ 
tier,  and  penetrate  to  places  where  they  can  fi^"^  . 
best  provision  for  them.  They  have  been  detected  « 
New  York,  as  in  Massachusetts. 

Now,  sir.  Is  it  just^  Is  it  morally  right  for  Grest  Bri- 
tain to  attempt  to  throw  upon  ua  this  oppressive  burdefl 
of  sustaining  her  poor?  Shall  she  be  permitted  to  Kp" 
kte  them  out  of  the  kingdom,  and  to  impose  on  oi » <*^ 
for  their  support,  without  an  eflPort  on  our  P*>^ 
countervail  such  a  policy?  WouU  it  not  be  wrongnv 
our  own  virtuous  poor  to  divide  their  bresd  with  thoie 
who  have  no  just  or  natural  claims  upon  us?  And  »hoT 
all,  sir,  shall  we  fokl  our  arms  and  aee  this  mors!  |^' 
lence  sent  among  us  to  poison  the  public  mind  sad  ^ 
irremediable  mischief?  Sir,  I  hope  this  country^ 
always  afford  an  asylum  to  the  woHhy  and  the  opP*^^ 
of  all  classes  and  conditions;  but  humanity  makes  ^ 
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ippeml  to  ut  to  Tceeivc  *nd  cheriiti  thoie  who  have  no 
mpect  for  Tirtue,  morality,  or  theci»e1*eii  tbow  who  trt 
forceil  amonK  ui  becaute  llie;  are  too  carropt,  debauch- 
ed, and  indolent  to  be  tolerated  in  a  counlry  not  orer 
Krupuloua  in  its  morali.* 

Tlie  Mbject,  lir,  merita  conridertlion  and  further  el- 
imination; and  I  move  the  printing  of  'the  reaolution, 
and  it!  reference  lo  Ihe  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

TOBACCO  TRADE. 

The  Senate  having  reiunied  Ihe  eonaideralion  of  the 
<b1lD«ing  reaohilion,  tubrailted  lome  dajs  ago  by  Hr. 
RivT,  of  Mar^landi 

Raolttd,  That  Ihe  Preiident  of  the  Uniled  Slates  be 
nqucited  to  open  negotiations  with  Ihe  Government  of 
Fnnce,  as  soon  u  the  diplomstic  intercourae  between 
Ihe  Iwo  countries  ibsll  be  renewed,  for  the  purpose  of 
pkeing  our  trade  in  tobacco  with  that  county  upon  a 
ntore  iilxral  footing  than  the  existing  system  of  adminis- 
tnilian  "oi  rtgW  admits  of,  and  corresponding  better 
■kh  Ihe  generous  spirit  exhibited  heretofore,  ai  well  as 
It  thii  time,  by  Ihe  Uniled  States,  In  reducing  Ihe  du- 
liet  on  various  products  from  that  country. 

And  the  question  being  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution, 

Mr.  KENT  nid  he  had  been  induced  to  offer  the  reso- 
tion  juit  read,  under  the  persuasion  that  the  renewal  of 
diphinuile  intercourse  between  the  two  countries  would 
be  an  lufpiciou*  moment  to  attempt  to  place  our  trade 
■ilh  France  upon  a  (iwling  of  greater  reciprocity  than 
txirted  at  present,  in  his  estimation,  especially  as  re- 
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gards  the  article  of  tobacco,  which,  in  amount  shipped 
to  foreign  eountriel^  exceeds  that  of  any  other  agricul- 
tural product  except  cotton. 

We  (said  Hr.  K.)  are  importing  very  freely,  indeed, 
Ihe  lilka,  wines,  and  brandies  from  France  at  this  tima 
almost  free  of  duty.  Our  Irade  intboae  arliolea  is  every 
day  iQcreaaingi  and,  tow  as  the  duliei  are  at  present, 
they  will,  under  our  existing  laws  regulsting  our  lariff, 
be  made  still  lower  during  the  next  four  rear*.  Under 
these  favorable  eircumttancei,  all  the  productions  of  that 
country,  at  the  head  of  which  are  the  articles  I  have 
mentioned,  are  rapidly  Rnding  their  way  to  ua,  and  en- 
lering  freely  Into  our  daily  coniumplloni  whilst  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  United  Stales,  sent  to  France  in  exchange, 
increase  but  in  a  imatl  degree,  except  the  article  of  cot- 
ton- Tobicco,  Ihe  growth  of  this  country,  is  of  a  supe- 
rior quality  lo  that  they  are  forced  lo  grow  in  France, 
in  consequence  of  the  high  duties  impoeed  tipon  it| 
and  could  the  Government  of  that  country  be  induced 
to  reciprocate  the  liberal  spirit  evinced  on  the  part  of 
the  Oovernment  of  Ihe  United  States  in  our  oommercial 
regulations  with  her,  and  remove  the  restraints  existing 
under  her  laws  upon  our  tobaceo  trade,  which  are  truly 
embirrening  and  ii^urious  to  it,  it  would  prove  mutual- 
ly beneficial.  France  could  then  advantageously  dis- 
continue it*  eultivstion,  and  more  of  ber  products  sait- 
abte  to  our  consumption  would  be  produced,  and  UiOM 
much  more  congenial  to  her  stnl  and  the  habHs  of  her 
people  than  Ihe  culture  of  an  inferior  description  of  to- 
bacco; whilat  our  ciliiens  would  be  encouraged  in  theie 
use  by  finding  that,  in  doing  so,  tbey  were  extending 
Iheir  market  for  an  article  the  growth  of  which  had 
been  long  familiar  lo  Ihem,  and  which  continued  lo  em- 
ploy a  large  capital  in  its  production. 

1  presume,  Hr.  Preadent,  more  capital  ia  engaged  at 
this  time  in  the  cultivation  of  tobacco  than  ia  employed 
in  producing  sugar  and  rice  together. 

In  Austria  the  system  of  monopoly  also  exial^  •imllsr 
to  that  which  prevaila  in  France  at  this  lime.  Under 
our  existing  commercial  regulations  with  that  country, 
liberal  in  every  respect  but  as  rerardi  the  article  of  to- 
bacco, we  rarely  find  a  hogshead  of  tobacco  from  our 
country  finding  ita  way  into  an  Austrian  port)  and  il  hu 
only  been  latterly  that  the  enterprinng  tobacco  dealer* 
of  Bremen  have  been  able  lo  extend  ue  quantity  intro- 
duced into  that  country  to  a  few  UwuMUtd  hogsheads. 


itied  Ihe  resolution  before  you,  Hr.  Pre*- 
ideni,  and  made  these  few  remarka,  that  Uie  atlention  of 
the  executive  department  of  the  Government'  may  be 
forcibly  drawn  to  an  important  branch  of  our  trade,  at  a 
moment  when  it  sppeara  we  are  abonl  toiniroducein  Ihe 
freest  manner  all  foreign  productions  into  our  country. 

Commerce  eon^its  of  an  exchange  of  commoditiesf 
and,  unless  thoM  exchanges  are  reciprocal,  it  cannot 
continue  long,  or  to  any  extent,  beneficially.  During 
the  last  three  yeara,  so  far  aa  our  custom-house  returns 
■re  a  safe  guide,  our  imports  have  exceeded  our  eiporU 
between  siity-erght  and  sixty.nine  millions  of  dollars.  I 
am  aware  that  a  urge  portion  of  this  apparent  balance, 
during  a  proaperoua  condition  of  our  commerce,  is  ab- 
sorbed by  freighlB,  coramisHoas,  and  prafita{  but  let  a 
reverse  occur,  and  our  produce  be  sent  tokdeclirung 
markel,  and  this  balance  againit  our  exports  ia  no  longer 
nominal— it  is  real,  and  can  only  be  discbaiged  by  ex* 
porting  our  specie  to  pay  it. 

Tlie  rcKilulion  I  hsve  submitted  refcra  to  a  lacr«ttve 
portion  of  our  tradei  one  valuable  from  its  amount  m 
well  as  its  importance  lo  our  shipping  interest.  From 
its  bulky  character,  it  requires  a  large  portion  of  ton- 
nage lo  transport  it  to  market.  Under  these  conaidac- 
ations,  I  hope  it  will  receive  the  sanction  of  Ihe  BeiMle, 

The  resolution  wu  then  agreed  to. 
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PUBLIC  DRP08ITE8. 

The  bill  to  reg^Ute  the  deposHes  of  the  public  mo- 
neys was  taken  up  as  the  order  of  the  dayt  when 

Mr.  WRIGHT  submitted  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment submitted  by  him  some  days  ago,  changing  that 
amendment  so  far  as  to  provide  that,  whenever  the  mo- 
ney in  the  Treasury  shall  amount  to  seven  millions  and 
upwards,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  invest  it  in  some  stock  of  the  States  of  this 
Union,  bearing  an  interest  of-—  per  cent. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  then  submitted  an  amendment;  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Wbioht's  amendment  was  then  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table;  Mr.  W.  say- 
ing, in  reply  to  a  question  asked  by  Mr.  C,  that  he 
would  call  it  up  at  the  earliest  opportunity  that  be  could, 
without  interfering  with  the  appropriation  bills. 

HARBOR  BILL. 

The  bill  for  the  improvement  of  certain  harbors,  and 
for  making  certain  surveys,  was  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  PORTER  moved  to  a;nend  the  bill  by  inserting 
an  appropriation  for  deepening  the  bar  at,  and  keeping 
clear,  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river. 

After  a  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  PORTER,  MAN- 
GUM,  CALHOUN,  DAVIS,  LINN,  E WING,  and  TOM- 
LINSON  took  part, 

Mr.  CLAYTON  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Porter's  amend- 
ment, by  providing  that  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  first 
cause  a  survey  to  be  made  to  ascertain  tlie  practicability 
of  the  work,  and  the  best  mode  of  doing  it;  and  if,  in  his 
judgment,  the  object  can  be  accomplished,  he  hhsll  then 
apply  $75,000  thus  appropriated. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  DAVIS,  BU- 
CHANAN, PpESTON,  SOUTHARD,  and  CLAYTON, 
the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WALKER  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill  by 
appropriating  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifteen  hundred  dol- 
lars for  surveying  the  channels  of  Pearl  river  and  Pasca- 
goula  river  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  near  the  mouths 
of  said  rivers,  and  ascertaining  whether  the  existing  ob- 
structions in  said  channels  can  be  removed,  and  the  prob- 
able expense  of  removing  such  obstructions. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  CALHOUN,  PRES- 
TON, DAVIS,  WALKER,  and  KING  of  Alabama,  Mr. 
WALKER'S  amendment  was  rejected — ^yeas  14,  nays  20, 
as  follows: 

YiAS—Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Ewing  of  Illinois, 
Goldsborougb,  Hendricks,  King  of  Alabama,  Knight, 
Moore,  Nicholas,  Porter,  Robinson,  Tallmadge,  Walker, 
Wall— 14. 

Nats — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clayton,  Cuth- 
bert,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hill,  Leigh,  Linn,  Man- 
gum,  Naudain,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Rubbins,  South- 
ard, Swift,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  White— 20. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  insert- 
ing an  appropriation  of  $5,000  for  removing  a  ledge  of 
rocks  in  the  Ohio  river  below  Sliippingport;  and  after 
some  remarks  from  Messrs.  WALKER,  BUCHANAN, 
and  HENDRICKS,  Mr.  Hsitdkicks's  amendment  was 
rejected — yeas  10,  nays  34,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Benton,  Clayton,  Ewing  of  Illinois, 
Zwing  of  Ohio,  Hendricks,  Nicholas,  Porter,  Robbinji, 
Robinson,  Wall— 10. 

Nats— Messrs.  Black,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Cuthbert, 
Davis,  Goldsborougb,  Hill,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama, 
King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Leigh,  Linn,  Mangum,  Nau- 
dain, Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Southard,  Swift,  Tip- 
ton, Tomlinson,  Walker,  White — 24. 

Mr.  LINN  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting  an 
appropriation  of  $1,200  for  removing  the  obstructions 
in  White  river;  which  motion  was  agreed  to  without  a 
division. 


Mr.  KING  of  Alabama  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  an  appropriation  for  the  survey  of  the  mouth 
of  Dog  river  bar,  m  the  bay  of  Mobile,  to  determine 
the  practicability  of  deepening  the  bar;  wbtcb  motion 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  KING  then  moved  to  strike  out  all  the  appropria- 
tions in  the  bill  for  specific  appropriations  leaving  the 
appropriations  in  gross  for  general  surveys,  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  KING  of  Alabama, 
LINN,  WALL,  and  WALKER,  Mr.  Kixo's  amendment 
waa  rejected— yeas  12,  nays  21,  as  follows: 

YxAs— Messrs.  Black,  Calhoun,  HilU  King  of  Ala- 
bama, King  of  Georgia,  Leigh,  Mangum,  Preston, 
Rives,  Robinson,  Walker,  White— 12. 

NAia — Menrs.  Benton,  Clayton,  Davis,  Ewing  of 
Illinois,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborougb,  Hendricks,  Kent, 
Knight,  Linn,  Naudain,  Nicholas,  Porter,  Prentias,  Rob* 
bins,  Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tomliiiaon, 
Wall— 21. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading — ^yeas  25,  naya  9,  as  follows: 

YiAS— Messrs.  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clayton,  Cuthbert, 
Davis,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goklsborough, 
Hendricks,  Kent,  King  of  Alabanka,  Knight,  Linn,  Nau- 
dain, Nicholas,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Robinson, 
Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tomltnaoo, 
Wall— 25. 

Nats — Messrs.  Black,  Calhoun,  Hill,  King  of  Georgia, 
Leigh,  Mangum,  Preston,   Rives,  White — ^9. 

After  the  consideration  of  executive  business. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


TuxsBAT,   Mat  3. 

DEATH  OF   MR.    MANNING. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Hepresen* 

tatives,  announcing  the  death  of  the  honorable  Richard 
J.  Manning,  a  representative  from  the  State  of  South 
Carolina. 

The  message  having  been  read, 

Mr.  PRESTON  rose,  and  addressed  the  Senate,  in  sub- 
stance, as  follows: 

Mr.  President:  The  message  just  read  imposea  upon 
me  the  customary  duty  of  moving  for  the  usual  testimo- 
ny of  respect  to  the  memory  of  my  deceased  colleague, 
the  honorable  Richard  J.  Ma  wine,  of  the  House  of 
Representatives;  and  never,  sir,  tias  auch  an  official  act 
been  performed  with  deeper  emotions  than  those  under 
whose  melancholy  influence  1  rise  on  this  occasion. 

It  is  not  fit  that  I  should  obtrude  my  private  griefs  up- 
on the  Senate,  although  I  am  well  assured  that  ita  kind- 
ness would  extend  some  indulgence  to  a  friendship  of  a 
most  intimate  character,  which,  commencing  in  college  ' 
companionship,  has  been  unimpaired  by  the  chancea  and 
changes  of  life,  and  undiminished  even  by  party  apirit, 
whose  repulsive  energy  so  often  breaks  asunder  the 
strongest  bonds  of  affection.  For  although,  sir,  it  has 
so  happened  that  we  have  been  much  and  long  opposed 
in  politics,  and  although  1  have  had  much  occaaion  to 
feel  the  adverse  influence  of  bis  high  character,  there  is 
not  that  man  who  loved  him  living,  or  mourna  him 
dead,  more  than  I  do. 

He  was,  indeed,  Mr.  President,  of  very  noble  nature. 
Endowed  with  all  high  and  generous  quahties;  cool, 
bold,  just,  patient,  and  resolute;  magnanimous  in  his 
whole  tone  of  feeling  and  tenor  of  thought ;  totally  ex- 
empt from  all  sordid  or  selfish  propensities;  of  that 
prompt  and  patient  benevolence  to  do  or  to  suffer,  which 
comes  of  natural  impulse;  educated  into  principle;  un- 
flinching in  the  performance  of  duty,  but  too  kind  in  bis 
nature  to  be  stern;  scrupulous  in  seir-regulation,  but 
generously  indulgent  to  others.    His  father,  a  distiu- 
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guished  toldmr  of  the  Revolution,  de^ly  inseribed  upon 
his  Bon's  character  the  imprefls  of  that  heroic  period. 
Honor,  courage,  and  devotion  to  country  were  heredita- 
ry and  natire  to  him;  and  these  manly  Tirtues  were  soft- 
ened and  made  amiable  by  the  kindliest  afTections  of  the 
heart,  while  over  his  whole  character  presided  an  exalt- 
ed Slid  fervent  piet^ . 

For  many  years,  m  various  ways,  he  received  distin- 
guished testimonies  of  the  affection  and  confidence  of 
hit  native  State.  He  served  frequently  in  either  branch 
of  the  Legislature,  was  Governor,  and,  at  length,  a  rep- 
resentative in  Congress. 

In  the  prime  of  life,  and  in  the  vigor  of  manhood,  he 
bts  died,  as  he  lived — in  the  midst  of  his  duties.  Never, 
Mr.  President,  have  the  hononof  the  Senate  been  more 
worthily  bestowed  than  upon  the  memory  of  Richard  J. 
Manning,  for  which  I  invoke  them,  by  offering  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

[The  usual  resolution,  to  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm 
for  thirty  days,  was  then  adopted.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PRESTON,  ss  an  sdditional  testi- 
mony of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

WmnirmsDi.T,  Mat  4. 

ZANESV1L.LE  AND  MAYSYILLE  ROAD. 

Mr.  EWIN6  of  Ohio  rose  to  present  a  petition,  and 
prefsced  the  presentation  with  the  following  ezpLina- 
tion: 

1  present  some  further  memorials  this  morning  on  the 
nibject  of  the  Zanesville  and  Maysville  road,  and  ask  that 
they  have  the  usual  reference.  Almost  the  whole  popu- 
lation of  the  adjacent  country  has  petitioned  or  is  petition- 
ing Congress  in  favor  of  that  road,  the  very  great  import- 
ance of  which  I  took  occasion  some  time  ago  to  explain, 
and  which  I  believe  is  well  undentood  throughout  the 
United  States.  1  regret  that  this  subject  has  not  been 
brought  forward  earlier  in  the  session,  so  that  we  might 
hare  had  time  to  set  definitively  upon  it  this  year;  but  I 
fear  it  is  now  too  late.  Nevertheless,  I  would  ask  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  to  give  it  their  attention, 
and  let  us  know  whether,  in  their  judgment,  it  merits 
the  aid  of  the  nation;  and  I  must  take  leave  to  say  that, 
if  nothing  can  be  concluded  upon  it  now,  it  will  be  early 
presented  and  vigorously  pressed  at  the  next  session  of 
Congress. 

The  memorials  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals. 

DEFENCE  OF  THE  FRONTIERS. 

Mr.  BENTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Aifairs,  reported,  with  amendments,  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  accept  the  services  of  volunteers  for 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  and  moved  that  the  Senate 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  that  bill. 

Mr.  EWING  of  Ohio  hoped  that  the  amendments 
would  be  allowed  to  take  the  usual  course,  and  lie  for 
consideration;  and  thst  the  land  bill,  which  was  the 
order  for  yesterday,  would  now  be  taken  up  and  dispos- 
ed of  before  any  other  subject  should  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  LINN  said  that,  so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  no 
obstacle  should  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  final  sction 
of  the  Senate  on  the  land  bill.  In  some  remarks  made 
by  him  some  days  since,  when  a  motion  was  made  to 
Mjourn  over  from  Friday  to  Tuesday,  he  had  said  that 
he  could  not  vote  for  such  an  adjournment,  knowing  as 
he  did  the  exposed  state  of  the  western  frontier,  and  of 
^^ll^ininiinent danger  that  an  Indian  war  would  break  out; 
And  that  he  was  anxious  that  business  should  progress 
npidly,  with  a  view  to  reach  the  bill  to  increase  the  army 
of  the  United  States,  which  was  of  the  utmost  import- 


ance to  the  State  he  had  the  honor  to  represent.  But 
as  it  was  his  intention  to  redeem  every  pledge  made  by 
him,  expressed  or  implied,  in  this  House  or  out  of  it,  he 
would  not  impede,  in  any  way,  the  decision  on  the  land 
bill.  Some  observations  had  been  made  as  to  the  great 
necessity  of  finally  disposing  of  that  bill,  and  the  implied 
pledge  to  take  it  up  to-day.  He  must  be  permitted  to 
say,  he  saw  no  imperative  reason  for  pushing  it,  to  the 
delay  of  a  measure  providing  for  the  protection  of  our 
citizens  from  Indian  barbarities.  He  hoped  gentlemen 
would  consider  the  lives  of  our  citizens  of  more  value 
than  the  division  of  the  surplus  money.  He  could  con- 
sider nothing  more  worthy  their  immediate  attention  than 
the  protection  of  our  frontiers,  threatened,  as  they  now 
had  good  reason  to  apprehend,  with  the  greatest  of  dan- 
gers, and  particularly  as  that  frontier  had  been  placed 
in  iu  present  critical  attitude  by  the  action  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, in  throwing  large  masses  of  Indians  on  them, 
contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  frontier  States,  and  in  de- 
fiance of  the  solemn  protest  of  one  of  them.  He  asked 
the  Senate  to  look  at  that  fron  ier  from  north  to  south, 
and  they  would  see  a  vast  column  of  Indians,  the  base  of 
which  rested  on  Texas,  now  fighting  for  independence, 
and  against  which  province  the  Mexicans  wero  waging  a 
war  of  extermination  and  perfidy.  No  Senator  can  turn 
his  eye  from  this  examination  without  being  convinced 
that  a  train  of  the  most  inflammable  materials  is  laid 
around  our  borders,  ready  at  any  moment  to  have  a 
spark  applied  and  light  up  the  flame  of  war— of  an  Indian 
war— of  all  othera  the  most  appalling.  There  is  a  moral 
obligation  imposed  on  the  Government  of  not  only  effec- 
tually protecting  this  frontier,  but  to  preserve  its  tran- 
quillity, which  could  not, 'under  any  ciroumstances,  be 
got  over.  He  was  under  a  sort  of  pledge  not  to  oppose 
a  speedy  decision  of  the  land  bill,  but  he  hoped  gentle- 
men would  not  consider  it  of  as  much  importance  as  the 
measure  now  pressed  on  the  consideration  of  the  Senate 
by  his  honorable  colleague. 

Mr.  PRESTON  stated  that  the  amendments  proposed 
the  addition  of  a  regiment  of  dragoons,  and  also  a  con- 
siderable sugmentation  of  the  army.  It  was  suggested 
that  strange  occurronces  had  taken  place  on  our  frontier; 
that  an  army,  flushed  with  conquest,  and  rendered  furi- 
ous from  the  taste  of  blood,  was  rapidly  approaching  our 
frontier.  Rumors  of  this  character  were  well  calculated 
to  produce  a  certain  degree  of  anxiety  in  the  bosoms  of 
American  citizens.  His  own  imagination  had  been  star- 
tled— his  feeling^  deeply  pained;  he  had  been  sensible 
even  of  something  of  indignation  at  the  romora  of  out- 
rages appalling  to  humanity,  which  had  reached  him. 
His  feelings  had  been  roused;  our  countrymen,  our 
friends,  our  relatives,  massacred  in  cold  blood,  and,  as 
report  says,  in  violation  of  every  sort  of  pledge — massa- 
cred after  surrendering  to  a  powerful  force,  acting  un« 
der  an  able  military  commander.  But  the  rumon  went 
still  further.  It  was  said  that  there  had  been  negotia- 
tions with  the  Indians  on  the  frontier,  for  the  purpose  of 
enlisting  their  hostility  against  our  citizens  on  the  fron- 
tier. True,  there  was  no  other  foundation  for  those 
statements  but  these  rumors,  and  these  rumore  were  in 
themselves  contradictory.  Gentlemen,  who  are  well 
veraed  in  the  geography  of  4he  country,  had  been  unable 
to  trace  the  operations  on  the  map.  The  wiiole  was  a 
mass  of  great  confusion.  We  are  all  possessed  with 
some  vague  ideas  that  something  horrible  has  happened. 
In  this  state  of  things,  perplexed  by  vague  and  general 
rumors,  we  aro  presented  with  a  case  of  possible  neces- 
sity, to  urge  us  to  hasten  a  measure,  in  reference  to 
which  it  seems  to  be  particularly  desirable  that  the  Sen- 
ate should  have  the  most  exact  information  on  the  sub- 
ject. There  may  be  gentlemen  who  had  better  informa- 
tion than  he  had,  and,  if  so,  they  should  come  forward 
and  communicate  it. 
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Rumor  nyi  that  a  diatingiiished  officer,  a  major  gene- 
ral in  the  American  army,  on  the  frontien,  has  made  a 
call  on  the  ExecutiTea  of  three  Statea  for  a  force  of  mili- 
tia, and  that  the  militia,  to  the  number  of  aeren  thousand, 
have  been  embodied.  It  is  supposed  that  a  still  stronger 
measure  will  become  necessary,  and  that  the  executive 
arm  will  have  to  be  extended  before  a  more  tranquil  state 
of  things  can  be  produced.  He  was  as  willing  as  his 
friend  [Mr.  Liw]  to  protect  the  frontier.  He  was  as 
ready  to  go  as  &r,  whenever  the  exigencies  of  ciroum* 
stances  should  require  itt  but  he  hoped  that  gentlemen 
would  not  suffer  their  feelings  to  be  excited  and  urged 
beyond  what  the  law  of  nations  would  justify.  He 
hoped  that  gentlemen  would  concur  with  him  in  opinion 
that  they  did  not  come  here  to  indulge  private  and  per- 
sonal feelings,  but  to  shape  their  course  so  as  to -insure 
the  greatest  advantages  to  those  whom  they  represented. 
He  could  not  sit  down  without  saying  that  hia  feelings 
had  been  pained,  and  he  would  repeat  that  he  was  ready 
to  go  as  far  as  his  friend  from  Missouri  to  protect  the 
frontier,  and,  in  all  circumstances,  to  go  as  far  as  he 
would  in  doing  that  which  was  right.  He  hoped  that 
some  gentleman  would  take  the  necessary  steps  to  obtain 
the  information  so  much  desired  on  the  subject.  As  a 
member  of  the  Military  Committee,  he  would  be  glad 
that  all  possible  information  should  be  before  the  Senate, 
and  that  the  measure  should  not  be  pressed  until  that  in- 
formation should  be  obtained.  He  did  not  come  into  the 
Senate  to-day  prepared  to  go  into  this  question.  He 
should  be  ready  at  any  time  to  go  into  the  consideration 
of  the  subject,  but  he  thought  the  best  course  now  was 
to  dispose  of  the  land  bill,  and  afterwards  to  consider 
this  bill. 

Mr.  CLAY  said,  the  proposition,  if  he  understood  it, 
was  to  take  up  a  military  bill  from  the  House,  passed 
this  moaning,  providing  for  an  increase  of  the  army,  and 
authorizing  the  calling  out  of  ten  thousand  volunteers. 
Every  Senator  here  was  undoubtedly  as  willing  as  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  to  do  whatever  the 
honor,  interest,  and  tranquillity  of  the  country  required 
to  be  done.  But  he  must  see  a  very  different  state  of 
things  from  any  that  had  as  yet  presented  itself,  before 
be  should  be  willing  to  interrupt  the  pacific  relations  of 
the  Government,  and  precipitate  it  into  a  war  with 
Mexico.  If  there  was  a  cause— a  just  and  righteous 
cause— for  such  a  step,  he  trusted  we  should  act  promptly 
and  manfully;  but,  ss  yet,  we  had  but  rumors  of  the  in- 
human scenes  which  were  said  to  have  been  enacted. 
As  yet,  so  far  as  respected  this  country,  there  was  no 
ground  for  engsging  in  hostilities  with  any  foreign  power. 
It  was  not  yet  the  proper  time  to  go  into  the  cou»idera- 
tion  of  this  subject.  It  should  be  taken  up  deliberately, 
and  with  all  the  information  that  could  possibly  be  ob- 
tained. It  was  proposed  to  augment  the  military  force 
of  the  country!  snd  it  was  proper  to  consider  bv  how 
large  a  number  of  men,  and  of  officers  capable  of  com- 
manding them.  Perhaps  an  incresse  of  both  was  neces- 
sary i  bur,  without  a  great  and  controlling  necessity,  there 
should  be  an  increase  of  neither. 

He  came  into  the  Senate  this  morning  under  the  full 
expectation  that  a  final  disposition  would  be  made  of  the 
land  bill,  before  proceeding  to  the  consideration  of  any 
other  subject.  There  was  time  enough  to  look  into 
this  measure.  Tliere  was  no  particular  urgency  for  con- 
aidering  it  at  this  moment.  He  hsd  been  told  that  we 
bad  lately  at  Tampa  Bay  seven  thousand  men  engaged 
in  a  contest  with  six  or  seven  hundred  miserable  Indians: 
these  we  had  neither  conquered  nor  found;  and  unless 
we  could  sliow  a  somewhat  better  capacity  for  war,  we 
had  better  refrain  from  engaging  in  one. 

If  Santa  Anna  should  commence  hostilities  with  us, 
if  he  should  invade  our  frontier— and  he  had,  as  yet, 
shown  no  such  intention— what  was  to  prevent  our  trans- 


porting this  forct  from  Tampa  Bay  to  the  SsbiQe,tQ 
prevent  any  violaition  of  neutrality  and  of  existing  treitin 
m  that  quarter^  But,  unless  there  was  an  actusl  or 
threaten<^d  invasion,  we  were  not  called  upon  for  isy 
active  measures.  At  any  rate,  we  wanted  informstion. 
Haa  no  communication  l>een  made  to  our  Goversnent 
from  that  of  Mexico^  No  assuraneea  been  given  thst 
existing  treatiea  would  be  respected'  If  so,  let  oi  hare 
them.  A  call,  in  hia  opinion,  would  not  &il  to  bring  ui 
such  fiicts  as  would,  in  a  great  measure,  quiet  the  pabEc 
apprehennon.  He  had  risen,  however,  for  the  sole  pa^ 
pose  of  saying,  that  when  a  final  vote  was  expected  im 
the  land  bill  to-day,  he  was  unwilling  to  have  that  laeu- 
nre  put  aride,  as  it  had  been  repeatedly,  and  tbst,  tois 
in  a  very  unusual  and  unparliamentary  manner.  He 
hoped  the  Senate  would  proceed  to  its  consideration. 

Mr.  BENTON,  in  support  of  bis  motion  to  tske  up 
the  act  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  incretsirf 
the  military  force,  deprecated  the  effect  which  the  land 
distribution  bill  had  upon  the  public  mind.  It  wua  bill 
which  met  every  thing,  opposed  every  thing,  and  dr- 
feated  many  things*  It  was  the  pestilence  of  legislation. 
It  waa  found  in  conflict  with  every  bill  that  proposed  to 
appropriate  a  dollar  for  the  service  of  the  country,  and 
every  bill  must  give  way  before  It.  The  CuroberUnd 
road  bill  was  the  first  sacrifice;  and  after  seeing  the  fate 
of  that  bill,  nothing  could  be  wondered  at.  That  road, 
for  every  beneficial  purpose,  was  now  stopped;  for  vbo 
cared  about  grading  a  road  between  the  Wabash  and 
the  Mississippi,  where  there  was  not  a  solitary  hill  to  be 
crossed'  The  solid  construction  of  the  road  is  nega- 
tived; the  appropriation  for  the  preaent  year  is  ait 
down;  months  were  consumed  in  opposing  it;  and  hut 
the  season  for  doing  work  is  now  gone  by.  This  road, 
then,  the  oldest  and  moat  clierished  work  of  the  Got- 
ernment,  was  put  down;  it  was  the  first  sacrifice  to  tbe 
devouring  spirit  of  the  distribution  bill,  and  the  forerun- 
ner to  the  fate  of  others.  He  repeated,  this  bill  was 
the  pestilence  of  legislation.  It  was  to  the  busines  « 
the  Senate  what  the  curse  of  the  frogs  was  in  Egypt; » 
is  in  the  way  of  every  thing;  it  ia  found  every  where^ 
like  those  pestilential  frogs  which  encumbered  snd  d^ 
filed  the  whole  household— tables,  beds,  knewiiog- 
troughs,  and  all.  The  fortification  biU  had  to  yield  to 
itf  the  army  bill  may  now  share  the  same  fate;  and,  u 
this  is  the  effect  at  the  outset,  what  is  to  be  tlie  effect  in 
the  end?  If  this  insatiate  spirit  of  distribution  can  post- 
pone, set  aside,  and  defeat  the  bills  for  the  defence  ot 
the  country  and  the  support  of  the  Government,  wn« 
yet  in  its  infancy,  what  will  it  not  do  in  its  manhoodf  H 
will  take  all  to  iUelf;  it  will  reduce  the  general  Govenj- 
ment  to  its  condition  during  the  confederation;  it  v|U 
reduce  it,  if  not  to  the  voluntary  contributions,  to  tnc 
voluntary  leavings  of  the  States.  They  will  beser^** 
first,  and  what  is  left  may  go  to  the  general  Gorer^ 
ment;  and,  from  the  manner  in  which  this  spirit  c«^  •"" 
carves  for  itself  now,  it  may  well  be  seen  that  notowj 
will  be  left  for  the  federal  Government.  It  rosy  be  ib 
vain  that  some  members  may  wish  to  vote  first  ■'^^J^ 
federal  Government;  the  distributees  will  be  lerr^ 
first,  and  instructions  from  home  will  overrule  wiio^ 
here.  Members  of  Congress  will  be  i"**^*^)*^! 
States  once  begin  to  receive  dividends  from  the  fedej^ 
Treasury,  they  will  be  instructed  to  supply  the  Stotei 
first,  and  to  take  the  lion's  share  for  their  State  Gorenv 
ments.  . 

We  have  been  told  of  an  arrangement,  (said  Mr*  n-*J 
by  virtue  of  which  this  distribution  bill  waa  to  take  p^* 
cedence  over  all  business,  until  it  was  finished.  ^ 
(Mr.  B.)  was  privy  to  no  such  arrangement.  He  n*°' 
in  the  face  of  the  Senate,  refused  to  enter  into^any  «ucn 
arrangement,  and  had  declared  himself  ready  to  sit  •» 
night.    But  why  mention  arrangements,  since  the  ti0> 
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that  the  formal  •greement  to  act  upon  the  esecutiTe 
noomiationt  had  been  annulled  by  the  Yotea  of  thoae 
vho  were  brought  up*  not  to  vote  upon  nominationa,  as 
igreed  upon,  Imt  to  vote  against  going  into  execative 
biistnewatall? 

Ur.  B.  repelled  the  idea  thrown  out  by  the  Senator 
Irom  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Ckat,]  that  this  bill  for  raising 
Tolunteers,  and  increasing  the  army,  was  a  war  measure 
sgiinst  Mexico.  So  hr  from  it,  that  Mexico  was  not 
even  thought  of  when  it  originated.  It  originated  three 
nontbs  ago^  on  motions  from  Senators  on  this  floor— his 
colleague  [Mr.  Lira]  and  a  Senator  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Tirros] —calling  on  the  executive  Goremment  for 
pitns  for  an  increase  of  the  military  force--calls  which 
vere  answered  two  months  ago,  and  a  bill  reported  six 
veeks  ago.  Far  from  looking  to  Mexico^  it  did  not 
even  look  to  the  Texan  frontier.  It  was  not  a  measure 
of  southwestern,  but  of  northw  eatem  origin,  called  for 
by  the  state  of  things  on  the  western  and  northwestern 
frontier,  and  wholly  independent  of  erents  in  Texas. 
These  events  miifht  weH  be  quoted,  to  accelerate  the 
progress  of  the  bill,  but  not  to  account  for  its  origin,  or 
to  determine  its  fate.  Above  all,  the  bill  was  not  to  be 
prejudiced  by  an  assumption  or  representation  that  it 
was  a  preparation  for  a  Mexican  war. 

Mr.  B.  thought  it  right  to  notice  the  contemptuous 
teriM  in  which  the  war,  and  the  conduct  of  the  war  in 
Florida,  had  been  mentioned  by  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tacky,  [Mr.  Clat.]  It  was  called  a  miserable  war,  mis- 
erably conducted.  It  was  due  to  the  hundred  and 
tveire  brave  men,  under  Major  Dade,  who  fell  on  the 
ground  on  which  they  stood-— who  died  in  their  tracks- 
no  officer  quitting  his  soldiers,  no  soldier  quitting  his 
o(Rcer-Hmd  whoae  onburied  bodies  remained  a  prey  to 
wolves  and  vukures— it  was  due  to  their  memory  to 
speak  respectfully  of  tbem  in  this  chamber.  It  was  due 
to  the  New  Orleans  regiment  and  their  accomplished 
commander.  Colonel  Smith,  who  had  volunteerea  for  a 
distant  and  arduous  service,  not  to  undervalue  or  dispar- 
age their  exertions.  No  body  of  men  could  show  more 
z«al,  constancy,  and  cheerfulness,  under  the  most  try- 
iag  circottstanoea.  Leaving  «  luxurious  city,  they  had 
gone  to  encounter  danger,  to  endure  privations,  to  suf- 
fer vant,  to  feed  on  food  not  fit  for  man,  and  to  volun- 
teer for  new  toils  and  dangers  as  fost  aa  the  fatigues  of 
the  first  were  over.  Courage  was  their  birthright  and 
inheritance,  and  bravery  they  were  expected  to  showt 
bttt  this  steadiness,  perseverance,  zeal,  and  cheerfulness, 
under  every  extremity  of  hunger  and  sufTerlng,  was  a 
new  trait  in  the  volunteers  of  a  great  city,  accustomed 
to  every  luxury  and  to  every  delicacy  of  the  South,  and 
entitled  them  to  more  honor  than  victories  alone  could 
confer.  Besidea  these,  many  were  the  brave  and  devo- 
ted acts  which  did  honor  to  our  arms  in  this  war,  and 
which  should  exempt  our  arma  from  contemptuous  allu- 
Mon  on  this  floor.  Officers  were  there,  whose  reputa- 
tion formed  a  part  of  the  riches  of  their  country  {  and 
the  difficulties  of  their  position  should  be  considered, 
fhey  were  on  a  theatre,  where  the  unseen  enemy 
could  deliver  a  deadly  fir^  and  elude  pursuit.  It  was  a 
^Me  in  which  the  dimculty  was,  not  to  conquer,  but  to 
catch.  ' 

Mr.  B,  had  been  drawn  from  his  immediate  subject  to 
speak  of  events  in  Florids,  because  he  felt  it  to  be  wrong 
to  permit  unjust  aspersioas  upon  those  there  to  go  out 
from  this  chamber,  and  because  his  position  as  chairman 
of  the  Military  Committee,  and  hia  connexion  with  the 
debate,  made  it  proper  for  him  to  say  a  word  in  their 
vtndicaUon.  He  returned  to  his  own  bill,  and  to  the 
v^casons  which  requbed  him  to  press  its  adoption.  It 
^M  not  a  measure  against  Mexico.  It  was  no  prepara^ 
^  for  war  with  Mexico.  It  was  simply  a  measure  of 
defence,  originating  before  the  Invasion  of  Texas,  and 


rendered  necessary  by  the  act  of  the  Government  in 
accumulating  an  Indian  population  of  350,000  souls, 
yielding  a  force  of  50,000  warriors,  within  striking  dis- 
tance of  the  western  and  northwestern  frontiers,  and 
which  frontiers  were  now  naked  and  defenceless.  Still, 
the  state  of  things  on  the  Texaa  frontier  waa  not  to  be 
disregarded.  The  position  of  General  Gaines,  the  pos- 
sible contingencies  in  the  excitement  of  the  Indians^  the 
scenes  whim  might  occur  on  our  line,  were  all  to  be 
considered  I  and  hia  imagination  could  conceive  of  eases 
in  which  the  heart  alone  ahould  be  obeyed^n  which 
there  should  be  no  head  to  think— nothing  but  a  heart 
to  feel  and  an  arm  to  strike.  It  was  the  case  of  women 
and  children  pursued  by  a  brutal  and  ruffian  soldiery. 

Mr.  B.  said  the  Florida  war  now  rageai  the  southwest- 
em  frontier  is  exposed  to  the  contagion  of  hostilities; 
the  whole  west  and  northwest  is  open  to  savage  incur* 
siont  troops  are  called  for  by  a  General  in  the  field <  the 
public  mind  'is  anxious,  uneuy,  exoited,  every  where. 
Yet  what  is  the  scene  in  the  Senate?  What  oecuples 
our  thoughts  in  this  chamber?  The  surplus^  the  surplus^ 
the  surplus!  Distribution  of  monev,  division  of  the  spoil, 
is  the  absorbing  and  engrossing  subject i  and  until  that  is 
disposed  of,  our  suflTering  oountiy  oaUs  in  vain  for  help. 
He  had  read  of  such  things  in  historv,  but  never  expect- 
ed to  witness  them.  He  had  read  of  parties  in  some  free 
States  contending  for  pre-eminence  and  for  spoil,  while 
the  enemy  were  thundering  at  the  gates,  but  he  bad  not 
expected  to  see  the  American  Senate  eng^rossed  with  the 
bill  for  the  division  of  money,  while  all  the  bills  for  the 
defence  of  the  country  were  pushed  aside,  and  the  Gov- 
ernors of  States  appealed  to  for  the  forces  which  it  was 
the  duty  of  Congress  to  grant.  His  motion  was  to  test 
this  spirit — to  see  which  was  to  have  the  preference^  the 
defence  of  the  country  or  the  division  of  moneyi  and 
for  that  purpose  he  uked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  his 
motion. 

Mr.  PORTER  said  he  regretted  extremely  this  dis- 
cussion, as  hottra,  nay  minutes,  had  become  precious,  if 
we  hoped  to  go  through  the  great  mass  of  bosinesB  which 
had  been  prepared  for  the  action  of  Congress.  There 
had  been  as  much  debate  on  the  precedence  bills  were 
entitled  to,  as  was  sufficient  to  pass  one  of  them  or  re- 
ject it.  He  hoped  we  would  continue  to  act  on  the  bill 
which  was  maoe  the  special  order  of  the  day,  until  it 
was  finally  disposed  of.  That  now  proposed  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Missouri  had  bis  approbation  i  and,  without 
pledging  himself  to  all  its  details,  he  believed  it  would 
have  his  vote.  Being  friendly  to  it,  he  thought  it  was 
injuring  its  chance  oradoption  to  press  it  on  lor  discus- 
sion and  decision,  without  affording  time  for  a  proper 
examination  of  its  provisions.  That  proper  examination 
need  not  be  a  long  one. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  was  compelled  to  dissent  from  what  had 
fallen  from  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky  in 
relation  to  our  militarv  force.  He  (Mr.  P.)  thought  it 
ought  to  be  augmented.  Its  numbers  were  not  greater 
now  than  they  were  ten  years  ago,  and  since  that  time 
our  population  had  vastly  incroisedi  our  frontier  had 
extended  in  the  same  space  of  time  in  a  still  greater 

Eroportion,  and  was  necessarily  weakened  as  K  was  en- 
irged.  Another  circumstance  called  for  an  augmenta- 
tion of  our  army.  Within  a  very  few  years  (under  a 
policy  which  Mr.  P.  said  he  should  ever  deplore)  an 
immense  body  of  Indians  had  been  removed  from  the 
east  side  of  the  Mississippi,  and  thrown  on  the  frontiers 
of  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  and  Missouri.  In  their  original 
location  they  were  circled  on  every  side  by  a  white  pop- 
ulation, which  ensured  their  good  conduct,  and  restrain- 
ed their  propensitpr  to  war.  They  were  now  'placed  on 
an  extended  frontier,  thinly  settled,  where,  from  cauaes 
he  should  not  enlarge  on,  because  they  were  obvious,  a 
military  force  was  indispensable  to  give  security  to  our 
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borders.  Not  less,  he  believed,  than  250,000  Ihdisns 
were  now  locsted  between  the  west  of  the  Mississippi 
and  the  Rocky  mountains,  who,  from  ignorance  and  the 
influence  of  passions  which  constantly  a^tate  roan  in  a 
savan^e  state,  were  liable  to  be  excited  to  hostilities, 
ruinous  to  themselves  in  the  end,  but  destructive  to  the 
borders  exposed  to  their  first  outbreak.  It  was  humani- 
ty, therefore,  as  well  as  true  economy,  to  place  a  force 
on  our  frontiers  which  would  hold  them  in  check,  and 
be  ready  to  crush  their  first  movements. 

There  was  another  element  to  be  taken  into  the  esti- 
mate we  should  make  of  the  proposed  measure,  which 
had  been  glanced  at  in  the  debate,  and  which  could  not 
be  properly  disregarded.  He  alluded  to  the  events  daily 
transpiring  on  the  western  boundary  of  Louisiana.  By 
the  last  intelligence  received  from  that  quarter,  it  ap- 
peared that  the  war  which  had  for  some  time  raged  in 
one  of  the  Mexican  provinces  was  about  to  be  brought 
close  to  ourselves.  The  inhabitants  of  Texas  were  flying 
from  their  country,  and  taking  refuge  within  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  and  their  enemies,  flushed  with  victory, 
were  close  and  hot  in  their  pursuit.  He  did  not  believe 
the  Mexican  troops  would  cross  the  Sabine  and  violate 
our  territory.  If  Santa  Anna  had  the  wisdom  and  ability 
which  his  friends  long  since,  and  his  enemies  lately,  gave 
him  credit  for,  he  would  cautiously  abstain  from  any  such 
step.  His  true  interests  prompted  him  to  respect  our 
neutraKty.  He  (Mr.  P.)  believed  he  would  be  govern- 
ed by  these  interests.  But,  while  he  believed  it*  it  was 
impossible  to  shut  our  eyes  to  the  danger  of  collision 
between  the  troops  of  the  United  States  now  on  the  Sa- 
bine, and  those  of  Mexico.  The  people  of  this  country 
had  become  painfully  excited  by  the  intelligence  which 
had  reached  them  of  the  war  of  extermination  carried 
on  in  Texas.  That  excitement  had  been  communicated 
to  our  troops{  it  required  only  a  spark  to  put  the  com- 
bustible materials  now  on  our  frontier  in  a  flame,  and  he 
was  afraid  it  would  soon  be  furnished. 

It  had  been  said  that  our  officers  there  should  have 
hearts  and  arms,  but  no  heads;  that  is,  that  they  should 
yield  themselves  up  to  the  influence  of  their  feelings, 
however  their  judgment  might  reprove  the  measures 
'  those  feelings  prompted  them  to.  He  had  a  better  hope 
of  their  wisdom  and  prudence.  A  heavy  responsibility 
rested  on  them.  If,  under  the  influence  of  passion, 
they  involved  the  nation  in  war,  they  would  have  a 
severe  account  to  render  for  their  actions)  and  more 
especially  if,  at  this  moment,  when  the  forces  stationed 
on  the  frontiers  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  might  be  inade- 
quate to  its  defence,  they  should,  in  their  sympathy 
for  Texas,  draw  the  war  into  that  State,  he  knew  of  no 
terms  of  reprehension  too  strong  for  such  conduct. 
With  all  possible  consideration  tor  the  inhabitants  of 
Texas,  and  deep  and  sincere  regret  for  the  condition  to 
which  they  were  reduced,  he  could  not  help  thinking 
that  the  citizens  of  Louisiana  who  had  remained  within 
their  countrv  h%l  the  first  claim  on  the  attention  and 
protection  of  the  federal  Government  and  the  federal 
army.  He  hoped  and  believed  this  view  of  the  matter 
was  taken  by  the  President,  however  it  might  be 
disregarded  elsewhere;  and  that  orders  had  been  sent 
to  the  commanding  oflicers  not  to  compromit  the  safety 
of  the  State  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent. 

But,  apart  from  all  considerations  of  prudence  and 
safety,  there  were  the  higher  ones  of  justice,  which  for- 
bade our  intermeddling  in  this  contest.  We  were  acting 
under  the  eye  of  the  civilized  world.  It  had  heretofore 
been  our  boast  and  our  pride  that  we  faithfully  maintain- 
ed all  our  treaties,  in  letter  and  in  spirit.  He  trusted 
that,  under  no  impulses,  however  praiseworthy,  would 
we  leave  the  vantage  ground  we  had  so  long  and  so 
honorably  occupied,  and  expose  ourselves  to  the  impu- 
tation of  considering  compacts  binding  only  so  long  aa  it 


suited  our  convenience  and  our  interest.  We  were  tbe 
oldest  independent  nation  on  the  American  continent; 
we  were  the  strongest,  too.  It  behooved  us  to  ispire 
after  the  truest  glory  which  a  naAion  can  acquire— to 
exhibit  the  example  of  power  restrained  by  justice,  tod 
ambition  directed,  not  to  subjugate  o<ir  neighbors,  but 
to  improve  and  to  elevate  them. 

He  believed  these  sentiments  were  those  of  the  htf|[e 
mass  of  the  American  people,  but  there  was  danger  Uttt 
they  might  be  forgotten  under  the  excitement  ofgeneroui 
feelings.  He  respected  these  feelings;  he  shared  in 
them;  but  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty,  in  the  place  he  occu- 
pied, to  submit  them  to  the  control  of  his  reason  and  his 
judgment,  and,  if  possible,  to  induce  others  to  do  the 
same.  No  one  had  heard  with  deeper  regret  tbsn  him- 
self the  intelligence  of  the  dreadful  nnasiacres  which 
had  taken  place  in  Texas.  It  was  possible  tbe  BUt^ 
ments  were  exaggerated.  He  hoped  they  were  so- 
But,  if  tnie,  they  were  disgraceful  to  tbe  perpetntors. 
The  people  of  Texas,  whether  rigfht  or  wrong  in  tlieif 
attempt  at  independence,  had  done  nothing  to  pbce 
them  out  of  the  pale  of  civilization;  and  if  it  were  true 
that  a  body  of  them,  after  capitulation  as  priioners  of 
war,  had  been  basely  shot  in  cold  blood,  their  murderen 
should  be  held  up  to  the  common  execration  of  mankind. 
He  (Mr.  P.)  would  rather  have  been  one  of  the  gtlUnt, 
though  misguided,  men  who  perished  on  that  occuion, 
than  the  ruthless  despot  by  whose  orders  they  were 
assassinated. 

But  giving  to  these  feelings  their  full  scope,  he  couki 
not  see  in  this  and  other  inhuman  acta  cause  for  war  by 
the  United  States  aeainst  Mexico.  We  should  ne?er  be 
an  hour  at  peace  if  we  set  out  on  a  crusade  to  pumsh  tU 
the  cruel  deeds  which  were  committed  in  the  world. 
Their  proximity  to  us,  and  their  being  inflicted  on  mei 
of  kindred  blood,  could  not  change  or  enlarge  our 
obligations.  In  abandoning  their  own  country,  and 
becoming  citizens  of  another,  they  bad  placed  them- 
selves, in  relation  to  that  left,  as  strangers,  so  far  ascUiois 
for  national  interference  were  concerned.  We  had  no 
more  right  to  make  war  because  they  had  been  unjustly 
treated  by  tbe  Power  to  which  they  had  attached  theni. 
selves,  than  we  had  to  intermeddle  in  the  conteits  b^ 
tween  the  natives  of  the  old  States  of  Mexico. 

Our  unfortunate  countrymen  who  settled  in  that  por- 
tion of  Mexico  which  is  now  the  theatre  of  war,  kn«* 
well  what  kind  of  people  they  were  going  among.  }^ 
all  periods  of  history,  the  Spanish  race  have  been  dn^"' 
guished  for  cruelty  in  their  civil  wars;  extending  w 
quarter,  and  sparing  neither  sex  nor  age.  The  acenei 
now  daily  enacted  in  old  Spain,  of  which  accoanU  retco 
us  every  day,  exhibit  the  same  brutal  ferocity  and  d* 
regard  of  all  the  claims  of  humanity  as  those  latoy 
perpetrated  by  their  descendants  in  Texas.  Twose 
which  took  place  in  South  America,  some  years  sincei 
were,  if  possible,  more  frightful  and  revolting  to  hurmiu- 
ty.  We  did  not  then  throw  ourselves  into  the  conflict 
and  he  trusted  we  would  not  now.  A  war  for  rc'^*"^ 
he  deprecated,  as  he  did  one  for  conquest.  He  ^^<^ 
yet,  no  just  cause  for  expending  our  blood  and  our  irtP 
sure,  and  he  hoped  that  all  who  bad  a  voice  in  thecow- 
cils  of  the  nation  would  aid  in  preserving  our  neutraHf* 

Mr.  PRESTON  said  he  was  misapprehended,  if  if  ||r 
supposed  he  wished  to  press  the  consideration  of  idr 
matter  now.  He  wished  merely  to  draw  the  ■ttf?'^ 
of  the  Senate  to  it,  and  he  had  succeeded  in  ^V' 
The  final  action  upon  it  might  easily  be  deferred  tw » 
day  or  two.  We  had  rumors,  to  be  sure,  but  he  » 
nothing  in  them  to  justify  any  act  of  extraordinary /"s^ 
lance  on  our  part.  We  need  not  operate  defcnaif  eiy 
on  the  offensive  at  present.  Santa  Anna  ^^.S^ 
enough  to  curdle  our  blood,  and  shock  our  ««"»'""{]{ 
but  not  enough  to  justify  any  warlike  preparation- 
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'^woiiM  wish  to  know,  however,  why  General  Gaines  had 
made  this  requisition  for  more  men.  It  had  been  stated 
that  the  GoYernment  were  in  possession  of  all  the  facts; 
but  he  could  not  think  so.  He  does  not  intend  to  rush 
down  at  once  npon  the  Mexican  leader— considering; 
him  as  a  monster  out  of  the  pale  of  humanity.  Such 
could  not  be  his  intention.  Was  there  not  something 
else  }  Had  not  a  communication  from  Santa  Anna  to  the 
Camanche  Indians  been  intercepted^  If  so,  the  Presi- 
dent is  in  possession  of  the  fact.  We  cannot  interfere 
in  Texas:  it  is  beyond  our  reach.  But  if  this  ruthless 
desol&tor  of  that  province  has  instigated  the  Indians  to 
cross  the  frontier  and  descend  upon  our  settlements 
we  should  hold  him  responsible  for  every  drop  of  blood 
that  may  be  shed.  If  such  a  movement  is  contemplated 
— if  it  is  takini^  place — then,  alter  the  necessary  inform- 
ation, let  the  Senate  act.  lie  agreed  with  the  Senator 
from  Louisiana  that  an  increase  of  our  military  was  ne- 
cessary. 

Mr.  BENTON  felt  himself  called  upon  to  take  the 
floor  again,  and  to  protest  against  the  erroneous  char- 
acter which  gentlemen  were  attributing  to  this  bill. 
There  seemed  to  be  a  design  to  get  up  a  new  panic — a 
war  panic— and,  having  lost  the  chance  of  the  French 
war  panic,  lo  try  to  get  up  a  Mexican  war  panic.  We 
could  hear  of  nothing  but  of  the  dangers  of  war,  and  the 
duties  of  neutrality;  as  if  this  bill  was  to  make  war  and 
to  violate  neutrality.  People  at  a  distance  might  be  ex- 
cited by  this  new  panic,  as  they  had  been  by  so  many 
former  ones;  for  it  seemed  that  panic  tactics  was  the 
standing  order  of  the  day  now,  and  that  all  attempts  to 
infltience  the  public  mind  were  to  be  directed,  not  to 
the  understandings,  but  to  the  terrors  of  the  people. 
Persons  at  a  distance  may  be  excited  by  this  fresh  ghost 
of  a  panic;  but  every  person  here  knew,  and  the  bills 
and  reports  upon  the  tables  showed  the  fact,  that  this 
plan  for  increasing  the  army  grew  out  of  the  state  of 
our  own  affairs;  that  it  wis  a  northwestern,  an<l  not  a 
southwestern  measure;  and  that  it  was  begun  before 
General  Gaines  had  gone  to  the  Texas  frontier,  and  be- 
fore Santa  Anna  had  left  the  capital  of  Monttzumn.  All 
this  was  known  here;  still,  people  at  a  distance  might  be 
induced  to  believe  that  the  proposed  increase  of  the 
army  was  to  cover  a  premeditated  design  to  make  war 
upon  Mexico  and  to  violate  the  laws  of  neutrality.  This 
they  might  be  made  to  believe,  and  thereby  be  excited 
against  the  administration;  but  it  should  not  be  so  with- 
out being  told  better.  They  should  know  that  the 
250,000  Indians  accumulated  upon  the  western  and 
northwestern  frontier  was  the  origin  of  the  movement, 
and  the  Tez<n  difficulties  nothing  but  an  incident. 

General  Gaines's  letter,  calling  on  the  Governors  of 
States  for  volunteers,  was  only  published  in  this  city  on 
yesterday;  the  bill  which  he  moved  to  take  up  was  re- 
ported six  weeks  ago,  and  originated  under  a  resolution 
adopted  on  the  2d  of  February.  This  statement  should 
satisfy  everybody^-should  dispel  the  panic  attempted 
to  be  got  up^-and  show  that  the  defence  of  our  borders 
and  the  preservation  of  our  neutrality  were  the  sole  ob- 
jects tn  view.  General  Gaines  has  reason  to  believe 
that  our  Indians  have  been  tampered  with;  he  commu- 
nicates what  he  has  heard  to  the  Government  here,  and 
to  the  Governors  of  the  neighboring  States;  and  while 
these  circumstances  justify  him  in  calling  for  volunteers, 
yet  if  it  all  turns  out  to  be  unfounded,  if  Texas  is  paci- 
tied,  and  Santa  Anna  returns,  still  we  shall  go  on  with 
our  bill.  We  shall  go  on  demanding  an  increased  force 
upon  our  frontiers,  and,  if  we  cannot  get  it  from  the 
general  Government,  the  citizens  will  have  to  take 
measures  to  protect  themselves.  Fifty  thousand  Indian 
warriors  within  striking  distance  of  our  frontiers  cannot 
be  an  object  of  indiflTerence  or  disregard  to  us. 

Here  is  another  evil  from  this  scheme  of  dividing  sur- 
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plus  revenue.  l*o  save  the  money  for  distribution,  it  is 
necessary  to  attack  the  objects  to  which  it  ought  to  be 
applied;  and,  where  the  object  cannot  be  attacked,  to 
substitute  an  erroneous  one  for  it.  To  save  the  surplus, 
then,  for  division,  is  the  cause  of  this  attempt  to  raise  a 
panic  about  the  violation  of  neutrality  and  the  invasion 
of  Mexico.  But  the  boasted  surplus  is  itself  an  illusion, 
a  mere  temporary  stoppage  of  money  in  the  Treasury, 
which  ought  long  since  to  have  been  in  a  course  of  ex- 
penditure. Almost  every  branch  of  the  public  service 
was  suffering  for  want  of  money;  many  branches  of  the 
service  were  suspended  entirely  for  want  of  money. 
The  fortifications  have  been  stopped  for  two  seasons. 
The  mint  is  languishhig  for  want  of  means  to  perfect 
some  machinery.  The  Quartermaster's  Department-»that 
most  important  branch  of  service  at  all  times,  and  espe- 
cially at  this  time,  when  supplies  should  go  to  two  fron- 
tiers—that Department  is  without  a  dollar.  Clerks  and 
salaried  officers  are  borrowing  money  at  usury  to  sup- 
port their  families,  because  they  cannot  draw  their  pay. 
More  than  that;  workmen,  day  laborers  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  are  without  the  means  of  going  to 
market.  He  (Mr.  U.)  had  been  informed  of  Lboring 
men,  working  for  the  United  States  who  had  not  had 
meat  on  their  tables  for  three  weeks.  They  could 
not  draw  their  pay;  and  why  not.^  Because  politi- 
cians had  taken  it  into  their  heads  to  make  a  surplus, 
and  fur  that  purpose  had  stopped  all  the  appropriation 
bills,  and  dammed  up  the  money  in  the  Treasury,  to 
make  a  tempting  mass  for  distribution,  and  dubbed  it 
surplus;  when  the  fact  was,  it  was  no  surplus,  but  a 
mere  temporary  accumulation  caused  by  the  delay  of 
the  appropriation  bills,  and  much  of  it  long  since  due. 

The  holy  scriptures  (Mr.  B.  said)  contained  a  curse 
against  those  who  did  not  pay  the  laborer  his  hire^  and 
what  are  we  to  say  of  politicians  who,  to  tempt  the  peo- 
ple with  an  illusory  distribution,  are  stopping  the  action 
of  the  Government,  preventing  the  laborer  from  being 
paid,  and  claiming  for  distribution  what  ought  lobe  in  a 
course  of  expenditure?  When  the  appropriation  bilU 
are  passed^-and  they  cannot  be  delayed  long— it  will  be 
seen  that  every  dollar  of  this  boasted  surplus  will  be 
wanted  for  the  public  service,  and  that  the  public  have' 
been  the  dupes  of  a  pernicious  deception,  in  being  told 
that  there  were  more  than  thirty  millions  which  could 
not  be  expended,  and  therefore  must  be  divided.  And 
this  was  the  secret  (Mr.  B.  said)  of  the  extraordinary 
process  of  passing  the  distribution  bill  first;  it  could  not 
be  pasied,  if  it  waited  till  the  appropriations  were  made; 
for  then  it  would  be  seen  that  the  inexhaustible  surplus 
was  all  gone. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  wished  to  say  a  few  words  on  this 
question.  He  had  no  doubt  but  that  the  Government 
ot  the  United  States,  in  regard  to  Mexico,  had  pursued, 
and  would  pursue,  the  course  which  had  been  sanctioned 
by  all  its  experience  in  relation  to  questions  df  this  kind. 
One  principle  had  been  established  in  the  political  his- 
tory of  the  country;  had  grown  with  its  growth,  and 
strengthened  with  its  strength;  and,  without  knowing 
what  the  President  had  done  or  would  do  in  this  matter, 
he  had  no  doubt  but  he  would  strictly  adhere  to  that  es- 
tablished principle  in  our  institutions,  never  to  interfere 
with  the  internal  policy  or  domestic  concerns  of  foreign 
nations.  The  famous  proclamation  of  neutrality  of 
General  Washington  first  asserted  that  principle,  and  to 
it  our  Government  had  always  adhered.  We  consider 
(said  Mr.  H.)  all  nations  «  enemies  in  wsr,  and  in  peace, 
friends." 

In  regard  to  Mexico,  he  looked  upon  Santa  Anna  as 
a'  usurper.  The  federal  constitution,  established  for 
the  republic  of  Mexico,  and  which  Texas,  as  a  part  of 
that  republic,  had  sworn  to  support,  had  been  trampled 
on  by  him;  and  Texas,  in  his  eyes,  and  in  the  eyes  of  all 
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mankind^  was  justified  in  rebelling  afj^inst  hioi.  Wbe* 
ther  the  Texans  acted  consistently  with  a  true  policy  at 
the  tiroe«  in  declaring  their  independencey  be  should  not 
discuss,  nor  should  he  decide;  but,  as  a  nsan,  and  an 
American,  he  should  be  rejoiced  to  see  them  auccesaful 
in  maintaining  their  liberties,  and  he  trusted  in  God 
they  would  be  so.  He  would,  however,  leave  them  to 
rely  on  their  own  bravery,  with  every  hope  and  prayer 
that  the  God  of  battles  would  shield  them  with  his  pro- 
tection. 

If  Santa  Anna  excited  the  Indians  within  our  territo- 
ry to  deeds  of  massacre  and  blood;  if  he  should  excite 
a  spirit  among  them  which  be  cannot  reatrain;  and  if, 
in  consequence,  the  blood  of  our  women  and  children 
on  the  frontiers  shall  flow,  be  undoubtedly  ou|^ht  to 
be  held  responsible*  Mr.  B.  saw  a  strong  necessity  for 
fending  a  force  to  the  frontiers,  not  only  to  restrain  the 
natural  disposition  of  the  Indians  to  deeds  of  violence, 
but  because  they  could  place  no  confidence  in  a  man 
who  bad  so  little  command  of  his  temper,  who  had 
abown  so  cruel  and  sanguinary  a  disposition  as  Santa 
Anna  had.  He  was  for  having  a  force  speedily  sent  to 
that  frontier,  and  a  force  of  mounted  men  or  dragoons, 
as  suggested  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Lum;] 
but  he  was  against  interfering  in  the  war  now  raging  in 
Texas,  unless  an  attack  should  be  made  on  us. 

If  it  was  left  for  him  to  decide  which  bill  a  preference 
should  be  given  to  by  the  Senate,  he  would  first  take 
up  the  bill  providing  for  this  additional  force  for  the 
protection  of  the  frontiers;  but  he  bad  been  instructed 
by  an  authority  which  he  was  bound  to  respect  and 
obey,  and  he  must  therefore  vote  to  take  up  the  land 
bill.  He  should  vote  with  the  warmest  friends  of  that 
bill  in  its  favor,  till  it  was  either  carried  through  or  de- 
feated. To-day  or  to-morrow  the  land  bill  would  be 
finally  disposed  of;  it  now  stood  in  the  way  of  every 
thing  else;  and  he  would  then  be  for  proceeding  wiih 
the  appropriation  bills  as  rapidly  as  possible.  He  should 
have  8ai<l  nothing  about  instructions,  had  not  this  ques- 
tion of  preference  been  brought  up.  After  the  decision 
of  the  land  bill,  he  should  give  his  hearty  support  to 
carry  through  the  bills  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the 
country,  with  as  much  expedition  as  possible. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  sUted  that  he  should  vote  for  the 
land  bill  in  preference  to  this  bill,  because  the  former 
would  have  still  to  pass  the  other  House,  while  the  bill 
now  asked  to  be  considered  had  passed  that  House. 
As  far  as  he  had  seen  of  this  bill,  he  was  favorably  dis- 
posed towards  it.  But  he  was  desirous  to  have  a  day 
or  two  to  consider  of  the  amendments.  He  did  not 
wish  it  to  be  said  of  him  that  he  had  thrown  any  diffi- 
culty in  the  way  of  the  public  defence,  and  he  only  de- 
aired  so  much  delsy  as  would  enable  him  to  become  ac- 
quainted with  the  character  of  the  amendments. 

Mr.  LINN  said  that  gentlemen  were  much  mistaken 
in  supposing  that  this  proposition  to  increase  the  army 
grew  out  of  a  desire  to  increase  unnecessarily  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  Government,  or  out  of  the  state  of  af- 
fairs in  Texas,  or  with  a  view  to  a  war  with  Mexico.  It 
was  a  calm,  deliberate  proposition  of  his  own,  resulting 
from  his  knowledge  of  Indian  character,  and  the  dangers 
to  which  his  constituents  were  exposed.  He  had  con- 
sulted the  Secretary  of  War,  and  many  of  his  friends, 
on  this  subject,  and  on  the  2d  of  February  he  intro- 
duced the  following  resolutions. 

1.  ^^Reaohed,  That  the  Secretary  at  War  inform  the 
Senate  what  number  of  Indians  now  occupy  the  frontier 
on  the  southwest,  west,  north,  and  the  northeast  of  the 
United  States,  and  what  number  it  is  probable  will  be 
transferred  from  the  States  and  Territories  to  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  United  States. 

2.  **Iiaolved,  That  the  Secretary  at  War  also  inform 
the  Senate  whether,  in  his  opinion,  the  present  milita- 


ry force  of  Ihe  United  SUtes  is  sulBcient  to  guard  ibc 
fortifications  on  the  seaboard,  and  at  the  same  time  give 
protection  to  the  inhabitants  residing  in  the  SUIes  tnd 
Territories  bordering  on  the  Indian  frontier;  if  not, 
what  force  will,  in  his  opinion,  be  necessar>-  to  sucb  pro- 
tection." 

In  reply  to  this  call,  the  Secretary  at  War  returwd 
an  interesting  and  elaborate  reply,  on  the  8ih  of  Mircb. 
He  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  great  danger  e ziitcd 
from  the  Indiana  to  the  frontier  States,  and  thst  it  vu 
the  duty  of  Congress  to  protect  them  against  sggres- 
sions,  by  having  an  adequate  force  alatiooed  there,  iuiB- 
cient  to  look  down  opposition,  and  prevent  bloodshed. 
He  said  he  felt  deeply  for  the  Texans;  and,  great  ii 
the  calamities  of  war  were,  be  almost  desired  thst  llexi- 
CO  would  give  us  sufficient  reason  to  embark  in  ont, 
and  be  was  not  sure  but  they  bad  placed  themselves  oat 
of  the  pale  of  law  by  the  asnssination  of  Colonel  Fan- 
nin and  his  followers. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  motion  of  Mr. 
BxHTOH  was  negatived. 

LAND  BILL. 

The  bill  to  appropriate  for  a  limited  time  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the  States,  and  to 
grant  land  to  certain  States,  was  taken  up;  when  Mtttn< 
WRIGHT  and  BENTON  severally  addressed  the  Sen&te 
in  speeches  of  some  length  in  opposition  to  the  billi  vW 
which  the  question  was  taken,  «'  Shall  this  bill  pa^' 
and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  25,  oays20, 
as  follows: 

YiAs— Messrs.  Black,  Buchanan,  Clay,  CUyton,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Ewingof  Ohio,Goldaborough,  Hendnck^ 
Kent,  Knight,  Leigh,  McKean,  Mangum,  Naudain,  Nich- 
olas, Porter,  Prentiss,  Prchton,  Robbtna,  Southard,  Stfut, 
Tomlinsen,  Webster,  White— 25.  . 

Nats— Messrs.  Benton,  Calhoun,  Cuthbert,  E«>n^  ot 
Illinois,  Grundy,  Hill,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  Euig 
of  Georgia,  Linn,  Moore,  Morris,  Niles.  Rives,  Robi^n* 
Rugglea.  Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wright-20. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


TuuasnAT,  Mat  5. 
LAND  RILL. 

Mr.  EWING  rose  to  move  a  correction  of  the  Journal 
of  yesterday's  proceedings.  He  observed,  on  bearing 
it  read  by  the  Secretary,  that  the  yeaa  and  nays  on  the 
final  passage  of  the  land  bill  were  stated  to  have  been 
ordered  on  bis  motion.  Now,  as  he  made  no  such  mo- 
tion, he  wished  the  Journal  to  be  so  corrected  that  the 
yeas  and  nays  might  not  appear  to  have  been  ordered  > 
his  instance. 

Mr.  UUBBAHD  felt  confident  that  the  yessand  n»P 
were  ordered,  but  on  whose  motion  he  would  not  pre* 
tend  to  say.  He  was  under  the  impression  that  they 
were  ordered  shortly  after  the  bill  was  ordered  to  beeo* 
grossed  for  a  third  reading.  . 

Mr.  CLAY  believed  that  the  yeas  and  nay*  were  noi 
called  for,  but  were  taken  under  an  impression  that  toey 
had  been  ordered.  He  was  certain,  at  all  cvf^^j'.^'^ 
they  were  not  ordered  on  the  motion  of  his  friend  iro^ 
Ohio,  who,  he  was  certain,  bad  reasons,  as  well  as  ^^^ 
self,  for  not  calling  for  them,  in  reference  to  a  gentleO"" 
oppo'^cd  to  the  bill,  who  was  absent.  ij 

M  .  WEBSTER  suggested  that  the  correction  couto 
be  made  by  striking  out  the  words  <<  on  motion  by  ^  * 
Ewixe,"  so  as  to  let  it  appear  on  the  Journal  ^^\  ^ 
yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  by  one  fifth  of  the  ntetn^ 
present.  .  „ 

The  correction,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  EwiKfli  *'*^' 
ordered. 
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DUTIKS  ON  HEMP. 

The  fonowing^  resolution,  offered  ye^erd»y  by  Mr. 
Clat,  wfts  tftken  up  for  contidenition: 

i?efoM.  That  the  Committee  on  Manufactorefl  be  di- 
rected to  inquire  into  the  expediency  oFso  amendingr  the 
existing  laws  as  to  subject  all  hemp  exported  into  the 
United  States  from  any  place  whatsoeTer«  to  the  same 
duty  as  Rusnan  hemp  may  be  liable  to  pay  for  the  time 
bdnj^. 

Mr.  CLAY  stated  that  there  was  in  the  course  of  trade 
i  Inbit  of  introducinjf  Bengal  hemp»  and  some  other 
kinds  under  different  denominations,  free  from  duty,  ac- 
cording to  a  construction  (and,  as  he  thought,  an  errone- 
ous one)  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He  wished 
to  guard  against  this  evasion  of  the  laws,  and  have  it  sub- 
jectedto  the  same  duties  that  Russian  hemp  was.  It 
came  into  competition  with  the  flax  and  manufiictured 
licmp  of  this  country;  whereas  that  of  Russia,  so  fa>  as 
the  rigging  of  vessels  wss  concerned,  did  not  interfere 
Willi  our  dew-rotted  hemp:  because  this  last,  not  absorb- 
ing tar,  and  from  other  causes,  was  not  calculated  for 

A  measure  had  been  proposed  for  allowing  a  drawback 
upon  Russian  hemp  when  exported  X6  foreign  countries. 
Though  he  came  from  a  hemp-growing  section,  he  should 
offVr  no  objection  to  it:  on  the  contrary,  he  would  give 
it  his  vote.  If  is  only  object  in  rising,  however,  was  to 
Mk  for  a  consideration  of  this  resolution  now,  to  prevent 
»ny  further  evasion  of  existing  laws. 

Mr.  WALKER  expressed  a  hope  that  it  would  be  put 
on  record  that  the  day  af^cr  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
«nd  his  friends  had  obtained  their  victory,  in  the  passage 
'>rthe  land  bill,  that  Senator  had  offered  a  resolution  to 
incresse  the  tariff.  He  did  not  intend  to  oppose  the 
resolution  of  inquiry,  but  he  wished  the  fact  to  be  placed 
on  record. 

Mr.  CLAY  replied  that  he  had  no  objection  to  have 
the  fact  recorded  in  any  book  of  record  whatever,  pro- 
vided that,  when  recorcled,  no  motion  should  afterwards 
he  entertained  for  expunging  it.  He  wished  also  to  have 
the  fact  accurately  stated.  This  proposition  was  not 
>J^e,  as  stated  by  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  on  the 
d»y  after  the  passage  of  the  land  bill.  It  was  made  yes- 
(erdsy..^fi  the  very  day  of  the  passage  of  that  meastire; 
•jw  it  came  up  now  in  the  regular  coarse  of  business. 
Neither  is- :t  true  that  it  is  a  proposition  to  increase  the 
duties;  it  if  merely  to  prevent  an  evasion  of  existing  laws. 
Whenever  it  shoald  come  up  for  discussion,  he  should 
be  happy  to  listen  to  the  arguments  of  the  gentleman 
*l^<ntt  its  expediency,  and  should  no  doubt  be  convinced 
hy  them.  He  would  advise  that  Senator,  however,  and 
tnoie  who  acted  with  him,  if  they  wished  to  avoid  an  in- 
eretse  of  the  tariff,  to  stop  where  they  weret  to  make 
no  more  extravagant  appropriations;  to  pursue  no  longer 
"»e  course  they  had  adopted.  Ten  millions  for  the  Kavy, 
•nd  fifteen  millions  for  the  War  Department!  Did  any 
one  believe  that  an  augmenution  of  the  tariff  was  not  in- 
evitable, if  this  wasteful  expenditure  was  countenanced 
*nd  iusuined^  Let  the  gentleman  and  those  who,  with 
mm,  have  the  power,  remove  the  public  treasure  from 
»hese  miserable  deposite  banks.  By  following  his  advice, 
Wholesome  as  it  was,  they  might  ren^ove  the  causes  of 
^neir  real  or  pretemSed  alafm.  He  did  not  expect  any 
<]|%assion,  however,  on  the  adoption  of  a  mere  resolution 
or  mquiry,  much  less  to  be  called  upon  to  reply  to  a 
charge  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  it  was  his  opinion,  when  he  made 
nis  former  remarks,  that  the  resolution  of  the  Senator 
IJtim  Kentucky  had  been  offered  this  morning;  but  whe- 
"jcr  the  fact  was  so  or  not,  it  had  no  bearing  on  his  ob- 
jervations;  still  the  resohition  had  been  offered  af\er 
K  n  V^^""^  ^^^  ^^*"  obtained  by  the  friends  of  the  land 
D",  because  that  victory  was  achieved  when  the  qties- 


tion  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill  was  carried.  The 
fact  was  now  allowed  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
that  an  increase  of  the  tariff  was  inevitable,  unless  we 
abandon  the  fortifications— unless  we  abandon  the  con- 
stitution Ind  the  defences  of  the  country.  If  we  are 
to  be  involved  in  a  war,  our  aoldiers  must  march  to 
an  undefended  frontier  to  shed  their  blood,  instead 
of  having  the  assistance  of  fortifications,  by  which 
blood  would  be  saved.  He  denied  that  there  was  any 
such  sum  appropriated  for  defences  as  by  the  land 
bill,  which  gave  thirty  or  forty  millions  away;  the  first 
fourteen  millions  to  be  drawn  out  on  the  1st  of  July, 
which  would  have  a  greater  tendency  to  render  an  in- 
crease  of  the  tariff  necessary  than  the  operation  of  the 
land  bill,  which  threw  the  Government  for  its  resources 
on  the  tariff  alone.  Since  the  land  bill  had  passed,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  increase  the  tariff.  If  this  was  a 
mere  evasion  of  the  law,  there  could  be  no  legislation 
necessary:  the  duties  could  be  recovered  by  process  of 
law.  We  shall  hear  more  of  these  evasions,  if  we  adopt 
this  resolution,  and  act  according  to  its  spirit.  This  is 
the  plan  by  which  the  tariff  is  to  be  increased.  We  shall 
have  evasions  on  sugar,  evasions  on  every  article  of  pro- 
duce, l^ere  is  another  measure,  also»  which  Is  to  be 
carried  into  effect  by  means  of  the  land  bill.  These 
miserable  banks,  as  the  Senator  calls  them,  are  to  be 
put  down.  If  the  people  can  be  made  to  believe  that 
the  money  is  unsafe  in  these  banks,  the  effect  will  be  io 
bring  about  that  very  insolvency  which  is  foretold.  On 
the  1st  of  July,  fourteen  millions  are  required  by  the 
land  bill  to  be  drawn  out  of  the  Treasury;  and  a  distrust 
is  to  be  scattered  among  the  people,  which  will  tend  to 
put  down  these  banks. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  regretted  being  called  upon  to  say 
one  word  more.  Hs  did  not  know  to  what  he  was  in- 
debted for  the  honor— an  honor  very  often  tendered 
|)tin-.of  being  replied  to  and  opposed  by  the  Senator 
from  Mississippi.  He  will,  for  the  future,  however, 
allow  me  to  use  mv  own  language,  and  not  put  words 
into  my  mouth  which  I  have  not  used.  He  had  made 
no  avowal  of  a  wish  or  intention  to  increase  the  tariff; 
he  had  merely  said  that,  in  the  contingency  of  such  an 
extravagant  course  being  continued  in,  such  an  increase 
would  inevitably  take  place. 

If,  however,  the  affairs  of  this  Government  were  wisely 
administered,  there  would  be  no  necessity  of  augment- 
ing the  existing  duties;  on  the  contrary,  a  reduction  in 
them  might  very  properly  take  place.  We  were  told 
by  one  ofthe  wisest  of  the  numerous  wise  heads  that  have 
been  in  the  Treasury,  that  Qf^een  millions  per  annum  wai 
required  for  our  current  wants;  and  now  seventeen  mil- 
lions was  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  New  York.  Nor 
was  that  all.  Lieutenants  in  the  army,  subaltern  officers, 
and  others,  had  offered  their  suggestions;  and  thirty  or 
forty  millions  was  to  be  appropriated  for  the  defences  of 
the  countrv !  Magical  words!  Who  was  not  anxious  for  the 
safety  of  the  country^  But  were  we  to  be  thus  deceived? 
In  England,  at  this  very  moment,  there  was  no  city  of 
con<iequence— neither  Liverpool,  Manchester,  Birming- 
ham, nor  York — which  was  fortified,  or  had  even  tne 
appearance  of  a  fort.  And  why?  Because  they  trusted 
to  their  navy  for  the  preservation  of  the  great  interests 
of  that  country. 

Gentlemen,  however,  were  not  satisfied  with  an  ap- 
propriation of  ten  millions  for  the  navy;  they  wanted  the 
whole  line  of  coast  fortified,  so  that,  as  his  colleague  had 
observed  the  other  day,  gun  for  gun  might  be  heard 
from  one  extremity  of  the  coast  to  the  other — a  measure 
got  up  and  advocated  for  the  one  and  only  purpose  of 
preserving  in  these  deposite  banks,  and  keeping  from 
distribution,  the  public  money — money  which  belonged 
to  the  country  at  large,  and  for  which,  if  a  demand  was 
made,  the  consequence  would  be  a  failure  to  meet  it.  \  | 
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He  regretted  exceedingly,  and  knew  not  why  it  was, 
that  the  gentleman  from  Misaisstppi  had  asaumed  this 
an-tag-o-nii'ti-cal  (he  believed  that  was  the  faahionable 
phrase)  position  towards  him.  He  was  willing,  at  all 
times,  and  on  all  occasions,  to  acknowledge  his  own  in- 
feriority to  that  gentleman.  1  he  triumph  was  his.  Let 
him  beat  ease,  then;  and  when  he  quoted  other  avowals, 
quote  this  also. 

-  Mr.  WALKER  replied  that  he  had  only  a  single  re- 
miirk  to  made,  and  that  merely  in  reference  xo  the  con- 
cluding observations  of  the  gentleman.  He  was  not  the 
first  to  commence  this  warfare.  The  Senator  from  Ken- 
lucky,  in  a  speech  of  great  eloquence  and  ability,  had 
opposed  a  measure  of  his.  As  to  mental  powers,  he 
readily,  not  in  a  spirit  of  irony,  but  with  the  most  per- 
fect sincerity,  admitted  that  Senator's  infinite  superiority 
to  him. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  that  perhaps  it  would  be  better  at 
once  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  peace  and  amity  with  the 
gentleman.  He  would  give  him  a  carte  blanehe,'  support 
any  measure  of  his,  unless  it  should  happen  to  be  in  be- 
half of  the  equaiiere^ht  could  not  stand  that. 
.  Hie  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  expenses  of  Government  fur  the  year 
1836. 

The  amendment  making  an  appropriation  of  |2,500 
to  enable  the  Secretary  to  distribute,  as  ordered  by  a  re- 
solution of  the  Senate,  a  compilation  of  documents  rela- 
tive to  land  titles,  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  strike  out  the  provision  for 
giving  one  set  to  each  Senator.  He  thought  it  had  been 
conaidered  as  settled,  for  two  sessions  past,  that  they  were 
done  with  giving  themselves  books  at  the  public  ex- 
pense. It  had  b«en  stated  in  the  other  House  by  Mr. 
Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  that  it  would  take  about  one 
thousand  dollars  to  each  member,  to  put  him  on  the 
same  footing,  with  respect  to  books,  as  the  old  members. 
He  waa  aware  that  it  was  an  exceedingly  ungracious 
task  to  oppose  giving  the  same  books  to  the  new  mem- 
bers that  bad  been  given  to  the  old;  but  the  thing  had 
been  commenced  two  years  ago,  by  his  friend  from  Geor- 
gia, [Mr.  Kino,]  who  deserved  the  thanks  of  the  country 
for  calling  their  attention  to  one  of  the  grossest  abuses. 
This  waa  one  of  the  greatest  impositions  that  had  ever 
come  to  his  notice,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  one 
enormous  and  flagrant  abuse — ^a  work  that  waa  to  go  on  for 
years,  to  an  unknown  extent,  <nd  then  to  be  distributed  to 
tliose  who  were  members  of  the  22d  Congress.  He  did 
not  know  whether  it  was  proposed  to  give  copies  to  the 
legal  representatives  of  such  of  the  members  as  have 
died;  but  it  was  certain  that  they  would,  under  the  pro- 
vision of  the  resolutions,  have  a  right  to  them.  They 
might  go  to  the  assignees  of  tliese  members;  and  it  had 
been  stated  by  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  King,] 
tliat  a  member  of  Congress  had  sold  to  a  bookseller  in 
this  place,  for  ten  dollars,  his  share  of  that  which  was  to 
cost  the  United  States  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars. 

Mr.  B.  here  spoke  of  the  uselessness  of  the  work 
proposed  to  be  distributed,  and  the  shameful  waste 
of  public  money  in  printing  such  a  mass  of  worthless 
matter.  The  principal  part  of  the  publication  related 
to  the  preliminary  proceedings  in  investigating  the  titles 
to  lands,  which  were  not  worthy  of  preservation,  as  eve- 
ry tiling  relating  to  land  titles  was  merged  in  the  pat- 
ents which  had  since  issued.  There  were,  Mr.  B.  said, 
in  an  office  in  this  city,  about  five  hundred  volumes  of 
documents,  which  he  apprehended  cost  the  Government 
far  beyond  $1,000,  and  he  should  consider  them  a  dear 
bargain  at  $100.     He  had,  it  was  true,  voted  at  first  for 


aome  of  these  books,  till  his  attention  wai  called  to  the 
subject;  but  since  then,  he  had  strongly  resisted  all  such 
appropriations.  He  presumed,  as  the  books  hsd  been 
printed  and  paid  for,  that  they  must  be  distributed;  but 
he  was  opposed  to  that  part  of  the  distribution  vhicb 
referred  to  their  worthy  selves,  and  he  would  therefore 
move  to  strike  out  that  part  of  the  amendment  vbich 
gives  one  copy  to  each  member  of  Congress. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  the  distribution  would  be  nude 
in  the  usual  way.  The  question  involved  in  the  smend- 
ment  was  merely  whether  they  should  be  distributed,  a 
they  were  already  ordered  and  paid  for,  or  whetlnr 
they  should  remain  in  the  lumber-room.  He  hoped  tite 
amendment  would  not  prevail. 

Mr  BENTON  replied  that  they  did  well  to  appropri- 
ate  money  for  the  transportation  of  these  books,  for 
whoever  they  were  to  be  sent  to  would »  cheap  as  trans- 
portation now  was,  hardly  be  willing  to  pay  for  getting 
such  useless  lumber.  He  bad,  therefore,  no  objection 
to  pay  for  sending  them  away;  but  he  was  opposed  to 
giving  them  to  members  of  Congress.  He  would  rather 
give  them  away  to  anybody  that  would  take  then. 
They  might  be  useful  to  the  grocers,  if  the  leaves  hid 
not  been  cut;  but  as  it  waa,  they  were  hardly  worth  hiv- 
ing to  wrap  a  herring  up  in.  Such  had  been  the  enor- 
mity of  the  abuse  in  printing  worthless  documents,  that 
he  had  been  told  by  the  servants  of  the  boarding-hoiisrs 
that  the  maas  printed  during  the  panic  session  had  glut- 
ted the  market,  and  that  their  perquisites  had  fallen  lo 
about  two  cents  per  pound.  The  gentleman  near  him 
smiled  at  what  he  said4  but  he  would  tell  him  that  if  he 
would  take  his  little  children  to  a  shoe  store  and  buy  a 
pair  of  shoes,  he  would  find  that  they  would  be  wrapped 
up  in  public  documents.  Buy  whatever  he  would  in 
any  of  the  stores  of  this  city,  he  would  find  his  purchases 
wrapped  up  In  papera  that  had  been  printed  by  order  ul 
Congress.  Indeed^  such  had  been  the  profusion  vith 
which  these  public  documents  had  been  printed,  that 
they  had  greatly  depreciated  even  as  wrapping-paper: 
there  was  no  doubt  of  there  being  a  surplus  there.  1> 
no  other  disposition  could  be  made  of  these  documentSi 
they  might  put  them  to  the  same  use  that  the  Ottomao 
conqueror  did  the  books  of  the  Alexandria  library— dis- 
tribute them  among  the  public  booths,  to  be  used  as  fuel. 
There  were  public  booths  in  this  city,  where  these  docu- 
ments might  be  found  useful  in  the  same  way.  Mr.  B. 
was  opposed,  out  and  out,  to  giving  theae  docunienti  to 
the  members  of  Congress,  and  he  therefore  asked  the 
yeaa  and  nays  on  his  motion.  . 

Mr.  HILL  said  the  number  of  volumea  was  6ve,  am) 
they  were  not  worth,  for  anybody's  use,  the  trouble  o< 
carrying  them  home.  *rhere  were,  at  a  former  seaaion, 
850  additional  copies  ordered  out  of  the  contingent  f^nc, 
by  a  simple  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Poindexter,  and 
the  cost  of  which  amounted  to  $57,000.  They  were 
made  up  of  mere  notes  taken  in  relation  to  the  p»^^^ 
lands,  and  he  believed  were  not  even  of  any  value  to  the 
Territories;  and  if  this  was  not  extravagance,  he  did  no 
know  what  was. 

Mr.  BENTON  here  read  extracts  from  one  of  tb« 
volumes,  taken  at  random,  he  said,  from  the  pilet  >"^ 
opened  in  the  middle,  which  were  a  fair  aampic  of  ">< 
whole  publication.  There  never  was,  he  said«  a  groa^' 
er  imposition  practised  than  was  done  in  the  publica^'^ 
of  this  work.  Here  was  a  aample  of  the  five  volume 
and  the  whole  related  to  land  titles  thirty  years  ag^ 
which  were  all  merged  in  the  patents,  the  only  titles  no 
necessary  to  be  looked  at. 

Mr.  EWING  of  Ohio  had  not  examined  these  docn^ 
ments  to  ascertain  their  value,  but  he  had  found  aotne  o^ 
a  similar  kind  very  useful  and  valuable  as  books  of  rei^'' 
ence  to  members, -on  the  subject  of  public  lands.  , 

Mr.  WEBSTER  observed,  that  this  was  a  subject  oi 
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which  he  profeaMcl  to  have  no  knowledge.  Whether 
these  books  were  useful  or  not,  could  belter  be  judged  of 
by  gentlemen  coming  from  the  States  where  the  public 
lands  were.  All  he  rose  to  say  was,  that  he  thought  it 
unnecessary  to  delay  the  appropriation  bill  in  questions 
Qf  this  kind,  and  that  the  best  way  would  be  to  reject  the 
amendment  at  once. 

Mr.  WALKER  did  not  concur  with  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  in  his  opinion  as  to  the  value  of  these  books. 
As  books  of  reference,  he  had  found  them  very  useful 
while  on  the  Select  Committee;  and  although  there 
might  be  a  great  deal  in  tbem  that  was  not  worth  print- 
ing, yet  he  did  not  think  that  he  could  have  goi  on  with- 
out them.  As  regarded  their  distribution,  he  thought, 
with  his  friend  from  Missouri,  that  they  ought  not  to  be 
given  to  Senators  individually,  though  it  would  be  pro- 
per to  give  them  to  them  in  their  official  characters,  to 
be  retained  while  they  were  in  the  Senate,  and  to  be 
handed  over  to  their  successors  on  leaving  it. 

Mr.  KING  of  Alabama  thought,  at  the  time  the  reso- 
lution was  adopted,  that  they  would  be  paying  for  a 
useless  work.  Some  of  the  matter  contained  in  the  pub- 
lication might  be  useful,  but  a  great  deal  of  it  certainly 
was  not  so.  A  g^reat  deal  of  it  had  been  printed  before 
in  another  work,  as  the  Senator  from  Missouri  had  well 
observed,  and  they  had  therefore  to  pay  double  for  the 
same  matter.  But  the  time  had  gone  by,  when  it  would 
be  profitable  to  discuss  this  question — they  had  got  the 
work;  and  the  question  was,  what  were  they  to  do  with 
it^  As  regarded  the  distribution,  he  was  opposed  on 
principle  to  the  giving  books  to  Senators.  If  the  work 
was  at  all  usefiH,  let  all  the  copies,  said  Mr.  K.,  be 
thrown  into,  the  library  of  Congress. 

Mr.  BENTON  referred  the  Senator  from  Mississippi 
to  two  publications— one  being  a  compilation  of  docu- 
ments relative  to  the  public  lands,  by  Matthew  St.  Clair 
Clarke,  and  the  other  a  work  now  going  on  by  Gales  & 
Seaton,  in  which  the  Senator  would  find  all  the  infor- 
mation he  wanted  in  a  more  compendious  form,  without 
being  cumbered  with  the  mass  of  obsolete  and  useless 
matter  that  loaded  this  publication.  He  wished  the  gen- 
tleman to  be  informed  that  the  type  set  up  on  this  work 
was  taken  in  the  form  already  set  up  from  another  office; 
so  that  the  Senate  was  paying  for  the  same  work  twice. 
Let  the  gentleman  refer  to  the  collections  relating  to  the 
public  lands  now  going  on  by  Gales  &  Seaton,  and  he 
would  find  all  the  information  he  wanted  in  a  more  com- 
pendious form. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  wished  the  Senate  to  negative  the 
whole  amendment.  lie  did  not  wish  to  be  involved  in 
a  debate  on  the  printing  and  distribution  of  documents, 
to  the  delay  of  the  most  important  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  LINN  could  not  entirely  concur  with  his  col- 
league as  to  the  value  of  these  documents.  Although 
much  useless  matter  might  have  been  printed,  yet  be 
thought  they  contained  a  great  deal  of  useful  information. 

Mr.  BLACK  said  the  only  way  in  which  these  books 
were  valuable,  was,  to  Committees  on  Private  Land 
Ciaimsi  when  claims  were  presented,  by  turning  to  these 
books,  the  proceedings  had  in  relation  to  them  could  be 
found,  and  attempts  at  imposition  could  be  detected. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said,  after  the  expression  given  by  the 
Senate,  he  would  vote  for  the  bill  as  amended  by  tiie 
Senator  from  Missouri.  He  would,  however,  state  a  fact 
within  his  knowledge,  which  was,  that  three  of  these 
volumes  were  mere  transcripts,  word  for  word,  and 
letter  for  letter,  of  three  other  volumes^  and  he  remem- 
bered very  well,  when  the  resolution  authorizing  their 
publication  was  offered,  (which  he  supposed,  at  the  time, 
was  for  some  temporary  publication,  and  never  dreamed 
that  the  whole  expense  would  amount  to  |500;  and 
uever  knew  of  the  enormous  expense  incurred  until  his 
attention  was  drawn  to  it  by  an  estimate  made  in  the 


other  House,)  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  had  com- 
plained that  they  encumbered  his  room.  The  books 
were  already  purchased,  and  the  lumber  was  on  their 
handst  and  the  only  question  now  was,  whether  they 
should  distribute  it. 

Mr.  Bbktok*s  motion  was  then  adopted;  and  the 
question  recurring  on  the  amendment  of  the  committee — 

Mr.  RING  of  Georgia  observed,  that  he  had  already 
said  so  much  in  relation  to  the  printing  of  books,  that  he 
did  not  think  it  necessary  to  say  any  thing  now,  further 
than  that  he  agreed  with  his  friend  from  Missouri  as  to 
the  utter  worthlessness  of  these  books.  If  useful  at  all, 
they  could  only  be  so  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claimsi  and  it  had  been  well  observed,  that  they  might 
obtain  all  the  information  that  was  in  these  documents 
and  in  other  publications  that  had  been  made  by  order  of 
the  Senate,  in  a  much  more  compendious  form.  He  did 
not  want  any  of  them  to  be  on  his  table;  and  he  would 
give  them  away  to  anybody  that  would  take  them. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
providing  for  the  sending  of  one  copy  of  the  publication 
to  the  Historical  Society  of  Rhode  Island,  and  one  copy 
to  a  college  in  that  State.  Mr.  K.  said  it  seemed  that 
these  books  were  of  no  value  to  anybody,  and  yet  they 
were  extremely  loath  to  part  with  them.  He  thought 
they  would  increase  in  value  as  they  increased  in  age. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  did  not  care  much  about  the  distri- 
bution of  these  books;  but  as  it  appeared  that  there  were 
books  to  be  given  away,  he  would  only  say  that  he  lef^ 
the  House  of  Representatives  in  1831,  and  came  into  the 
Senate  in  1834;  consequently,  he  found  himself  entitled 
to  no  books.  He  thought  that  when  books  were  to  be 
distributed,  he  and  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr. 
Cuthbxrt]  ought  to  have  a  share. 

Mr.  BENTON  observed  that  this  showed  what  a  vile 
thing  it  was.  Here  were  members  sitting  on  that  floor 
who  were  entitled  to  no  books,  while  those  who  had 
been  out  of  Congress  for  four  years  could  get  them;  and 
if  they  had  died  in  the  interim,  the  books  most  go  to 
their  heirs. 

Mr.   Kvight's  amendment  was  rejected. 

On  motioifof  Mr.  WEBSTER,  the  bill  was  further 
amended  by  the  insertion  of  an  appropriation  of  three 
hundred  dollars  for  completing  the  medals  heretofore 
voted  to  General  Ripley. 

Mr.  PRESTON  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding 
an  appropriation  of  20,000  dollars  for  the  erection  of  a 
court-house  for  the  courts  of  the  United  States  in 
Charleston,  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  BLACK  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  add- 
ing an  appropriation  of  20,000  dollars  for  the  erection 
of  a  court-house  for  the  courts  of  the  United  States  at 
Jackson,  Mississippi. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved  further  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  adding  an  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  a 
court-house  for  the  courts  of  tbe  United  States  at  Phila- 
delphia. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  PRESTON,  BLACK, 
BUCHANAN,  WEBSTER,  and  MANGUM, 

Mr.  PRESTON  tkrithdrew  his  motion,  and  the  mo- 
tions  of  Messrs.  Black  and  Uuchakait  consequently 
fell  with  it. 

Mr.  MANGUM  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  the  appropriation  of  340,000  dollars  for  the  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  which, 
he  said,  was  extravagant  and  unnecessary,  and  insert 
140,000  dollars. 

Af\er  some  opposition  from  Mr.  WEBSTER,  this 
amendment  was  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EWING  of  Ohio,  the  bill  was 
amended  by  inserting  an  appropriation  for  the  survey  of 
lands  lately  acquired  from  the  Indians  in  the  Wisconsin 
Territory. 
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The  Miieni!in«ntB  of  the  committee  were  then  eoneor- 
red  in,  and  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate;  when 

Mr.  KING  of  Oeorj^a  mored  to  amend  it  by  striking^ 
out  the  appropriation  of  #90,000  for  the  documentary 
history  of  the  revolution  now  in  prop-ess  by  Matthew 
St.  Clair  Clarke  and  Peter  Fotpe. 

Mr.  BENTON  hoped  that  the  motion  to  strike  out  thift 
iippropriation  would  prevail.  He  was  rejoiced  to  see 
(he  Senator  from  GeorjR^  persisting^  in  the  good  work, 
and  he  would  enlist  with  him  for  the  war.  They  bad 
already  paid  #30,000  for  this  work,  without  seeing  a 
page  of  it(  and  that,  he  thought,  was  enough  to  break 
up  this  improper  contract.  He  thought  that  this  work 
was  stopped  two  years  agO(  but  now  it  seemed  that  more 
money  was  asked  for  it.  His  attention  had  been  called 
to  some  remarks  made  in  relation  to  this  work  ihe  other 
day  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  which  he  would 
now  read  fbr  the  benefit  of  the  Sehate. 

[Here  Mr.  B.  read'  some  remarks  made  by  Mr. 
JoHHSOir  of  Tennessee.] 

That  gentleman  atated  in  his  place  that  there  was  a 
bill  brought  in  to  print  this  work  at  f  8  per  volume,  and 
that  it  was  rejected  by  the  House  on  account  of  the 
price;  yet,  at  the  succeeding  session,  another  bill  was 
brought  in)  which  wsa  hurried  through  almost  without 
notice,  at  the  heels  of  the  session,  giving  #13  50  for  this 
same  work.  The  gentleman  further  informed  him,  that, 
on  searching  among  the  files  of  the  House  for  this 
manuscript  bill  that  had  been  thus  rejected,  they  found 
the  bills  immediately  before  and  af\er  it;  but  Ihat  bill 
eould  not  now  be  fotmd.  All  this  riiowed  that  the  oon> 
tract  had  been  obtained  in  an  improper  manner. 

I  am  to  receive  (said  Mr.  B.)  #362  worth  of  this  work; 
while  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Walk,] 
Who  sits  on  my  right,  is  to  receive  nothing.  At  least 
one4ialf  of  those  who  were  now  members  of  Congress 
would  get  no  copies,  white  those  who  were  mem* 
bers  of  the  33d  Congress  wooM  ^t  them;  or,  if  ttiey 
should  not  now  be  delivered,  they  would  be  given  to 
their  executors.  Two  years  ago,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  we 
struck  out  this  thing,  and  the  next  morniiuf  it  wsa  rein- 
itated.  This  session  it  was  struck  out  in  The  House  of 
RepiYientatires,  and  the  next  morning  it  was  in  like 
manner  reinstated.  Night  work,  sir,  night  work,  (said 
Mr.  B. ;)  what  was  done  in  the  morning  was  undone  at 
night. 

The  extent;to  which  this  work  was  carried  was  a  great 
abuse.  The  contract  was  got  through  for  a  work  pro- 
fessing to  be  a  documentary  history  of  the  revolution, 
and  they  had  got  matter  as  far  back  as  the  settlement 
of  the  pilgtims;  while  they  had  to  pay  double  as  much 
as  tlie  work  could  be  printed  for  anywhere  else.  He 
hoped  the  appropriation  would  be  struck  out.  Every 
thing  that  these  gentlemen  had  been  compiling  would 
be  found  in  the  library  of  Congress  or  in  the  library  of 
the  Department  of  State;  so  that  the  compilers  had  not 
been  put  to  much  trouble  in  making  their  collections. 
He  was  for  putting  a  stop  at  once  to  the  work;  and  if 
the  compilers  could  show  that  they  were  damnified,  he 
would  readily  agree  to  pay  them, 'and  pay  them  liberally. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  said,  that  when  a  contract  had  been 
made,  and  the  work  commenced  under  it,  it  then  would 
be  a  violation  of  the  principles  of  justice  in  refusing  to 
go  on  with  it.  This  was  an  appropriation  bill  for  items 
allowed  by  Isw,  and,  while  the  contract  stood,  it  did  not 
seem  to  him  to  be  honest  to  withhold  payment.  If  there 
was  any  thing  wrong  in  the  matter,  the  proper  way 
wouM  be  to  let  a  resolution  of  inquiry  be  offered,  and  a 
committee  of  investigation  appointed.  But  when  a  con- 
tract was  made  for  a  work  to  be  published,  they  could 
not  refuse  an  appropriation  to  complete  it.  The  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri  hsd  made  charges  upon  mere  alle- 
^tions. 


[Mr.  BENTON  said  he  had  based  his  charges  upon 
what  a  member  had  said  in  hb  place  on  tlie  floor  of 
Congress.] 

The  Senator,  then,  (said  Mr.  8.,)  rests  his  charges 
upon  the  allegation  of  what  a  member  of  the  other 
House  had  said  in  his  place,  although  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives had  passed  the  bill  in  the  flme  of  the  state- 
ment of  that  member.  He  would  be  unwilling;  for  his 
part,  to  proceed  in  any  case  on  such  evidence  alone.  He 
would  first  ask  for  the  evidence*  before  he  could  do  whet 
he  was  here  asked  to  do.  Did  it,  he  asked,  dissolve 
them  fVom  the  contract,  because  the  work  was  worth- 
less f  The  inquiry  whether  the  work  was  worth  ttie 
eontinuation  of  its  publication,  would  be  proper  enough. 
But  when  the  Secretary  of  State  noade  the  contract,  it 
was  in  the  power  of  Congress  either  to  confirm  or  reject; 
but  they  confirmed  it.  He  gare  no  opinion  of  the  value  of 
the  work  at  present.  He  spoke  of  the  importance  of  pre- 
serving the  records  of  the  early  history  of  our  country,  and 
to  which  he  cared  nothing  about  the  expense.  He  was  not 
willing  that  the  Senate,  at  a  single  jump,  riiould  violate  the 
rights  of  parties;  but,  with  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr.  WsasTia,]  he  was  willing  that  a  committee 
shnnid  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  matter. 

[At  the  close  of  Mr.  Sovtiaeb's  remains,  a  sam- 
ple of  the  work  under  discussion  was  handed  to  seversi 
of  the  Scnirtors.] 

Mr.  HILL  said  he  did  not  wish  to  consume  the  time 
of  the  Senate,  to  throw  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the 
passage  of  the  appropriation  bill;  but  to  prevent 
an  improvident  contract  being  fastened  upon  ttie 
nation,  it  was  indispensable  that  the  item  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars  towards  the  publication  of  the  work 
of  Messrs.  Clarke  &  Force  should  be  stricken  out;  if 
that  item  was  retained,  we  would  hereafter  have  no 
hope  that  an  immense  expenditure  would  be  avoided. 

The  Senator  from  Missouri  had  said  that  the  origins! 
bill  which  suthorixed  tliis  expenditure  hsd  passed  with- 
out the  attention  of  anybody.  The  Senator  was  under 
a  mistake;  and  he  (Mr.  H.)  would  refer  to  the  Senate 
Jonrnal  of  1833,  to  prove  the  fact.  On  the  37th  of  Feb- 
ruary, three  days  befbre  the  close  of  the  session,  three 
propositions  of  immense  jobs  of  printing  were  brought 
up  at  the  same  time.  Each  of  these  propositions, 
as  were  many  others  of  a  like  tenor,  was  reported 
and  recommended  by  the  Library  Committee,  who  had 
always  been  exclusively  of  one  political  party.  Reports 
from  that  committee  had  usually  been  made  in  whispers, 
in  so  low  a  tone  of  vbice,  that  it  had  been  impossible 
for  him  [Mr.  Hill]  to  hear  them  when  they  were  made; 
but  all  three  of  these  propositions  for  printing^  had  at- 
tracted his  attention  when  they  came  up  fur  a  third  read- 
ing. The  first  proposition  was  for  a  continuation  of 
Gales  &  Seaton's  compilation  of  State  Papers,  extending 
that  work  eight  volumes,  and  involving  an  expense  to  the 
Treasury  of  #63,000.  Mr.  Foot,  the  late  Senator  from 
Connecticut,  was  then  in  the  chair;  and  f  called  for  the 
ayes  and  noes  to  be  taken  on  the  question.  The  atten- 
tion of  so  few  wss  called  to  the  subject,  and  the  question 
was  so  hurried  by  the  Chair,  that  one-fiRh  of  the  Senate 
failed  to  respond  to  the  call  I  then  made.  Then,  almost 
in  the  same  breath,  came  up  for  consideration  the  bill 
to  pHDvide  for  the  publication  of  a  stereotype  edition 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  by  Duff  Green.  Al- 
though his  proposition  was  nearly  double  the  price  st 
which  the  same  work  had  been  offered  by  several  other 
printers,  it  wss  passed  by  a  vote  of  twenty-five  to  seven. 
On  this  proposition,  which  involved  an  expenditure  of 
at  least  #135,000,  1  was  able  to  obtain  the  ayes  and  noes, 
and  six  other  Senators  voted  with  me  agfainst  the  bill. 
Then  succeeded  immediately  the  bill  making  provision 
for  tlie  ptiblicstlon  of  the  documentary  history  of  the 
revolution  by  Messrs.  CL^rke  &  Force;  and  on  the  ques- 
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tion  of  iu  pUMge,  n^  call  Tor  the  ayes  and  noes  was 
not  sustained  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators  present:  the 
occupant  of  the  chair  hurrying  the  decision,  and  evin- 
cing littJe  disposition  to  gratify  my  wish  to  ascertain 
who  was  in  IsTor  and  who  against  this  extravagant  ex- 
penditure for  public  printing.  This  third  resolution, 
St  the  mininMim  calculation,  involved  an  expenditure 
of  about  $500,000— it  may  amount  to  two  or  four  mil- 
lions{  nay,  there  is  no  limit  to  ir.  The  publication 
miy  include  every  thing  connected  with  the  time  of 
the  revolution. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  continued  Mr.  H.,  that  all 
these  extravagant  -projects  for  printing  have  been  in  fa- 
vor of  one  side  of  the  question  exclusively.  The  three 
propositions  to  which  I  have  adverted  embraced  each 
branch  of  the  opposition.  Gales  Sc  Seaton  were  to  have 
a  fat  job,  and  DuflT  Green's  friends  insisted  that  he 
ihould  have  one  also.  When  the  proposition  came  to 
be  considered  in  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the 
Is$t  night  of  the  session.  Gales  &  Beaton's  and  Clarke 
&  Force's  bills  passed — both  belonging  to  and  inclu- 
ding one  branch  of  the  opposition.  Ouff*  Green's  prop- 
osition to  stereotype  the  laws  and  treaties  failed;  thev 
disappointing  the  other  branch  of  the  opposition.  But 
this  disappointment  was  made  up  at  the  beginning  of 
the  next  session,  (1834,)  by  a  resolution  of  a  late  Sena- 
te from  Mississippi,  (Mr.  Potndexter,)  authorizing  the 
publication  of  land  documents,  which  also  passed  with- 
out attracting  sufficient  attention  of  the  Senators  to  call 
for  a  division  of  the  question— probably  when  not  half 
s  dozen  Senators  heard  the  resolution  read.  The  exe- 
oilion  of  this  measure  has  involved  an  expenditure  of 
>57,327  to  be  paid  from  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
Senate;  and  the  result  is,  the  publication  of  five  folio 
Tolumes,  stxteen  hundred  copies  each — or  eight  thous- 
and volumes  in  the  whole— a  lumber,  which  has  been 
proved  to  be  of  no  use  to  every  nine  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-nine in  a  thousand  of  the  people  of  the  United 
K  **^  publication  so  useless,  as  really  not  to  be  worth 
the  price  of  transport  for  members  carrying  it  home, 
Jjd  which  now  encumbers  the  rooms  of  the  Capitol. 
Three  of  these  folios  were  but  a  reprint  of  the  very  doc- 
uments published  by  Gales  &  Seaton;  and  they  were 

Th  P""^*^»  *"  *''*  ■""**  y**""'  **  ^^^  public  expense. 
siT  V^^^^  ^^  *he  proposed  publication  is  said  to  be 
sJ3  62  per  volume—about  twice  as  much  as  the  price 
or  Congress  printing;  and  this  Congress  printing  is 
much  higher  than  the  prices  of  printing  in  all  our  prin- 
cipal towns.  This  matter  of  printing  is  alleged  to  be  a 
«n»il  affair,  not  worthy  of  the  attention  of  Senators. 
Although  it  is  a  subject  of  little  interest  here,  it  may  be 
mterestmg  elsewhere,  to  look  into  the  expenditures  for 
public  printing  at  this  point.  From  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate,  made  at  the  commencement  of 
the  present  session,  I  have  taken  the  footings  of  the 
•everal  years  of  the  public  printing,  which  I  will  pre- 

Printing  of  the  SenaU  and  Howe  from  1817  to  1835. 
Years.  Senate.  House. 


1817, 
1818, 
1819, 
1830, 
1821, 
1822, 
1823, 
1824, 
1825, 
1825, 
1827, 
1828, 


14,837  69 

6,107  73 

5,726  79 

11,960  59 

11,871  64 

12,778  47 

6,349  46 

10,380  00 

10,513  09 

14,928  04 

13,055  89 

21,863  97 


18,561  99 
15,218  88 
10,492  00 
13,042  34 
17.883  94 
18,935  63 
23,183  31 
34,350  00 
19,953  29 
50,463  07 
52,027  52 
36,531  10 


Tears. 

1829, 
1830, 
1831, 
1833, 
1893, 
1834, 
1835, 


Senate. 

110,385  73 
11,391  96 
6,883  19 
18,391  52 
14,757  57 
20,413  50 
85,343  22 


House. 

$25,633  81 
34,939  67 
31,120  83 
67,776  89 
31,329  63 
89,390  64 


By  this  statement,  it  will  be  seen  that  tlie  expense  of 
printing  for  the  SenMe  has  been  multiplied  twenty 
times,  and  that  of  the  House  ten  times!  The  Senator 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clat]  had  reproached  the  admin- 
istration for  its  '*  utter  and  reckless  extravagance,"  and 
taunted  it  with  its  failure  in  making  "retrenchment 
and  reform."  The  extravagant  expenditures  by  the 
Senate  and  House,  of  millions  for  public  printing,  could 
not  be  charged  on  the  administration,  or  its  friends;  the 
Executive  certainly  is  not  responsible  for  them.  From 
the  Secretary's  report,  I  have  gathered  the  facts  that 
Gales  &  Seaton,  during  sixteen  years,  from  1820  to 
1835,  have  received  from  the  Treasury  $651,723  84, 
or  an  average  of  more  than  $40,000  a  year;  DuiF 
Green,  for  nine  years,  from  1827  to  1835,  $443,144  78, 
or  nearly  $50,000  per  annum;  and  Francis  P.  Blair,  for 
five  years,  from  1831  to  1835,  has  received  $19,479  54, 
or  about  $3,900  per  annum.  These  persons  are  edit- 
ors of  the  three  daily  political  papers  which  have  been 
published  at  the  seat  of  Government. 

The  first  two  are  inveterate  opponents;  the  latter  is 
friendly  to  the  administration.  These  expenditures 
show  in  what  channel  the  patronage  of  the  public  press 
has  been  directed  under  the  present  administration. 
Before  it  was  drawn  into  this  temptation,  the  National 
Intelligencer  was  the  faithful  organ  of  the  public  voice; 
all  who  could  rememl>er  as  far  back  as  the  year  1812, 
could  remember  what  the  Intelligencer  was.  What 
is  that  paper — whose  organ  is  it  now }  Thu  other  op- 
position paper,  the  Telegraph,  had  pretended  friend- 
ship for  the  administration  until  it  had  procured  the 
printing;  but  it  had  instinctively  turned  to  the  party 
which  always  paid  best.  Here  is  a  million  of  dollars 
paid  to  two  printers,  (a  lar^e  portion  of  it  since  the 
present  administration  came  mto  power,)  whose  news- 
papers have  been  constantly  employed  to  batter  down 
the  administration. 

How  happens  it  (said  Mr.  H.)  that  all  resolutions  for 
extra  jobs  of  printing  have  been  on  one  side  of  the  po- 
litical  question?  Is  it  because  the  Committee  on  the 
Library  have  had  no  political  predilections?  That  com- 
mittee^ I  repeat,  has  for  several  years  been  exclusively 
of  one  political  party;  and  tlie  administration  has  not  had 
So  much  as  one  poor  representative  in  this  body  upon  it. 
This  Clarke  &  Force's  is  not  less  a  political  business 
than  the  other  contracts.  The  persons  employed  in  it 
are  of  on;  side;  if  it  is  carried  through  the  Senate  at 
this  time,  it  will  be  carried  as  an  opposition  measure. 
The  Senator  from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Southard]  says  it 
will  not  be  honest  now  to  refuse  to  carry  into  effect  this 
contract.  There  surely  can  be  no  injustice,  no  dishon- 
esty, in  stopping  this  wasteful  expenditure,  if  Congress 
shall  indemnify  Clarke  &  Force  for  the  expenditures 
they  have  already  made.  Twenty  thousand  dollars  have 
already  been  advanced  to  them;  more  will  be  paid,  if 
more  has  been  expended.  There  can  be  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  Congress  had  been  deceived  and  cheated 
into  this  measure,  whether  the  publishers  had  or  had  not 
intended  it.  Mr.  Livingston,  the  late  Secretary  of  State, 
to  whom  the  business  of  contracting  had  been  referred, 
had  been  imposed  on:  he  knew  nothing  of  the  nature  of 
the  contract  himself;  and  it  is  now  said  the  person  who 
happened  to  be  the  agent  to  make  a  bargain  with  CUrke 
&  Force   was  a  person  in  direct  interest  with  them. 
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Hence  may  we  account  for  the  raising  oFthe  price  from 
eif(ht  dollars  per  volume,  as  first  proposed  by  the  pub* 
lishers  themselves,  to  thirteen  dollars  sixty-two  cents, 
as  prescribed  in  the  contract.  It  is  very  evident  we  have 
been  imposed  on  in  some  way.  It  now  seems,  as  a 
matter  of  grace,  that  these  contractors  are  willing  to 
limit  the  expenditure  to  somewhere  about  half  a  million 
of  dollars.  There  is  yet  no  limit  to  this  matter;  if  it 
proceeds,  the  present  generation  may  not  see  the  end  to 
It.  1  have  never  consented  to  this  contract,  and  never 
win  consent  to  it.  The  work,  when  it  is  printed,  is  to 
be  distributed  among  the  members  of  Congress  of  1833, 
who  voted  for  the  bill,  and  to  members  who  have  not 
been  in  Congress  for  two  years.  There  surely  is  great 
impropriety  m  this  part  of  the  law.  It  cannot  be  said 
that  injustice  is  done  to  these  publishers  if  Congress  re- 
munerates them  for  their  expenses  until  this  time,  and 
the  work  shall  henceforth  cease  and  be  discontinued. 

Mr.  DENTON  said,  as  he  understood  it,  the  House 
did  believe  what  Mr.  Johnson  said;  for  they  struck  out 
the  appropriation  by  a  large  majority;  and  that  appro- 
priation was  reinstated  next  morning,  after  operating  on 
the  members  the  over  night.  He  would  now  offer  a 
resolution,  which  he  hoped  would  be  received  by  gen- 
eral  consent,  to  appoint  a  committee  to  examine  into  the 
progress  of  this  work,  and  to  report  to  the  Senate  what 
ought  to  be  paid  to  the  compilers  fur  what  they  had 
done. 

Mr.  KING  of  Georgia  said  that  the  resolution  was 
unnecessar}',  as  nothing  could  be  due  on  the  work.  It 
was  impossible  that  the  6um  020,000,  appropriated  last 
year,  had  been  expended  in  collecting  materials  for  this 
work;  so  tha<,  in  fact,  nothing  could  be  due  on  the  con- 
tract. His  proposition  was  to  strike  out  the  appropria- 
tion of  $20,000. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  observed  that  it  would  be  unjust  to 
■uppotie  that  these  contractors  would  print  any  thing  not 
authorized  by  Congress.  It  was  well  known  that  they 
had  offered  to  submit  the  selection  of  the  matter  to  be 
printed  to  an  agent  appointed  by  Congress;  and  it  was 
also  well  known  that  Ihey  had  af^reed  to  an  important 
modifiCRtion  of  the  contract.  The  contract  might  be 
broken  up;  but  the  question  was  not  now  whether  they 
ahould  pay  the  money  or  not.  The  contract  had  been 
made — whether  improvidently  or  not,  it  was  not  now  for 
him  to  say;  and  they  were  as  much  bound  to  make  the 
appropriation,  as  to  appropriate  money  for  the  pay  of 
salaried  officers.  He  hoped  that  the  progress  of  the 
bill  would  not  be  interrupted  by  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr. 
BsKTOir.] 

In  regard  to  the  contract,  the  parties  had  a  right  to 
their  pay  under  an  act  of  Congress;  and  thjs  was  only 
appropriating  the  amount  to  be  paid.  He  hoped  no  new 
principle  would  therefore  be  involved  in  this  bill;  and 
he  would  demand  the  yeas  and  nays,  to  ascertain  whether 
the  Senate  would  sanction  such  new  principle. 

[As  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Bkiitoh  could  only  be  re- 
ceived by  unanimous  consent,  the  objection  by  Mr. 
IVsBSTEii  prevented  its  being  received.] 

Mr.  MANGUM,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Hill,  observed  that 
the  contract  for  this  publication  had  been  placed  on 
party  grounds;  and  this  extravagant  and  improvident 
contract  had  been  charged  against  the  opponents  of  the 
administration.  Now,  was  this  just^  Who  was  the  first 
to  make  objections  to  this  measure?  He  himself  was  the 
first  that  called  the  attention  of  the  Senatn  to  it  two 
vears  ago;  and  he  expressed  the  same  opinion  then  that 
he  held  now — that  the  contract  would  lead  to  an  extrav- 
agant and  useless  expenditure  of  money.  It  was  said  by 
the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  that  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  not  taken  on  the  adoption  of  this  measure; 
and  this  circumstance  showed  that  it  was  not  a  party 


vote;  for  when  such  was  the  case,  there  were  alviyi 
enough  ready  to  order  them.  At  all  events,  the  resolu- 
tion passed  at  the  dote  of  the  aession,  authorizing  the 
publication  of  a  documentary  history  of  the  revolutioQ: 
and  the  contract  was  to  be  made  by  the  higliest  officer 
under  this  administration,  (Mr.  Livingtlon.)  Nov,  if 
there  was  nothing  else  than  this  improvident  and  extrtv- 
agant  contract,  that  would,  of  itself,  be  enough  to  shov 
that  Mr.  Livingston  was  utterly  unqualified  for  the  sitm* 
tion  he  held.  The  contract  was  not  only  to  pay  double 
for  the  printing,  but  was  for  the  printing  of  an  indefinite 
number  of  volumes;  so  that  the  contractors  might  dnv 
millions  from  the  Treasury.  If  this  was  •  party  measure, 
(said  Mr.  M.,)  put  the  saddle  on  the  right  horse.  As 
to  this  contract,  he  would  be  glad  to  get  rid  of  it  in  any 
form.  He  would  be  willing  to  raise  a  committee  to  re* 
scind  it;  but  he  would  say  that  he  would  take  it  upon 
himself  to  abrogate  it  at  once.  He  was  ready,  howefer, 
to  do  the  parties  full  justice,  and  would  pay  them  liber- 
ally; nay,  he  would  even  pay  them  more  than  they  were 
entitled  to.  Taunts  about  this  contract  were  wliollj 
useless.  For  his  part,  he  believed  that  no  party  va« 
censurable  for  it.  Mr.  Livingston  managed  it,  as  lie  htd 
done  other  matters,  with  great  improvidence,  thnufh 
he  meant  not  to  impugn  that  gentleman*s  integrity-  As 
to  the  distribution  to  members,  he  had  always  opposed 
it.  There  was  a  degree  of  indelicacy  in  voting  books  to 
themselves,  which  he  could  not  approve  of. 

Mr.  KING  of  Alabama  regretted  ver}'  much  the  course 
which  this  discussion  had  taken.  He  did  not  believe 
that  this  wss  ever  considered  a  party  measure.  He  be< 
lieved  that  they  were  divided  two  years  ago,  not  on 
account  of  doubts  of  the  improvidence  of  the  colltr8C^ 
but  because  they  differed  as  to  the  mode  of  getting  rid 
of  it. 

The  simple  question  then  before  them  was,  «hellier 
they  were  to  go  on  making  appropriations  without  &te- 
ing  where  they  were  to  stop.  If  they  could  see  tiie  end 
of  it,  or  if  they  could  know  what  they  were  payinjT  f'^p 
they  might  with  more  reason  be  called  on  to  make  tttc 
appropriation.  It  was  not  necessary  that  they  should 
now  appropriate  it;  they  had  already  apprupriai^d 
$20,000,  and  there  was  no  reason  why  they  should  ap- 
propriate more,  without  knowing  whether  a  sufficient 
amount  of  work  had  been  done  to  iustify  it.  They  had 
no  evidence  before  them  of  what  had  been  done,  otber 
than  a  single  sheet  of  the  work.  He  thought  thai  (he 
proper  course  would  be  to  strike  out  the  appropriation 
now,  and  appoint  a  committee  to  examine  what  ht^ 
been  done,  and  to  report  to  the  Senate  the  best  way  of 
stopping  the  work,  and  the  amount  that  ought  to  be 
paid  to  the  contractors.  IF  they  made  the  appropriation 
now,  it  would  be  at  once  sanctioning  the  continuance  of 
the  work;  they  would  be  called  on  to  make  the  san^^ 
appropriation  the  next  year,  and  there  was  no  knowing 
where  they  would  stop. 

Mr.  BENTON  merely  wished  to  say,  injustice  to())« 
Senator  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Manoux,]  that  that 
gentleman  was  the  first  that  ever  called  his  attention  io 
these  abuses;  and  it  appears  from  the  Journal,  Mr.  B> 
said,  that  he  hAs  voted  with  us  in  regard  to  these  niatters 
ever  since. 

Mr.  PRESTON  wished  the  matter  to  be  regulated  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  parties.  They  were  not  bound  to 
proceed  unless  the  other  party  had  proceeded.  He 
wished  to  know  of  the  chairman  whether  any  considera- 
ble progress  had  been  made  in  the  work. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  hoped  the  Senate  would  sgree  to 
strike  out  the  section,  and  allow  the  publishers  liberal 
compensation  for  what  they  had  done,  and  stop  its  further 
progress.  They  had  made  a  most  improvident  contract. 
And,  besides,  he  had  strong  constitutional  doubts  «<  ^^ 
the  power  of  Congress  to  contract  for  such  a  work}  »"<* 
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if  they  had«  there  were  few,  in  his  opinion,  who  were 
qaalified  to  perform  a  work  of  to  ncred  a  charmcter. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  fugg^ed  that  it  would  be  but  joit 
to  these  contractors  to  give  them  an  opportunity  of 
showing  what  progress  they  had  made  in  the  work.  It 
was  now  bte  in  the  day,  and  he  would  therefore  move 
that  the  Senate  adjourn,  which  he  hoped  would  be 
agreed  to;  and  the  Secretary  could  then  signify  to  these 
persons  that  it  would  be  necesnry  for  them  to  make  a 
communication  to  the  Senate  next  morning. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

pRinAT,  Mat  6. 

MEXICO. 

The  fo]lowin|f  messsge  was  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Donelson,  his  Secre- 
tary: 

To  Ike  Senate  and  Bouse  of  Reprtaentativte: 

Believing  that  the  act  of  the  12th  July,  1832,  does  not 
enable  .the  Executive  to  carry  into  effect  the  recently 
negotiated  additional  article  to  the  treaty  of  limits  with 
Mexico,  1  herewith  transmit  to  Congress  copies  of  that 
srticle,  that  the  necessary  legislative  provisions  may  be 
made  for  its  faithful  execution  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

WiaHnroTOK,  May  6,  1836. 

TRANSFERS  OF  PUBLIC  MONEY. 

Mr.  EWING  of  Ohio  moved  that  one  thousand  extra 
copies  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  reply  to  the  call  of  Mr.  Ewivo  for  an  account  of  the 
amount  of  money  received  in  the  western  States  fur 
public  Unds,  transferred  to  eastern  banks,  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

On  making  his  motion,  Mr.  E.  said:  Mr.  President, 
lome  days  ago  you  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  an  answer  in  part  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
relative  to  the  transfers  of  the  public  money  from  the 
western  deposite  banks  to  the'  eastern  cities.  There  were 
of  that  partial  answer  some  extra  copies — 1  think  one 
thousand— ordered  to  be  printed  on  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire  over  the  way  [Mr.  Hdb- 
■asd.]  Day  before  yesterday  the  residue  of  the  answer 
to  that  call  was  received,  and  a  motion  to  print  the  same 
number  of  extra  copies  offered  by  the  same  Senator;  but 
it  wu  withdrawn  at  my  request,  and  I  now  renew  the 
motion,  and  ask  that  1,000  extra  copies  of  the  report  be 
printed. 

But,  before  1  resume  my  seat,  said  Mr.  E.,  I  hope  the 
Senate  will  indulge  me  in  saying  a  few  words  on  the 
nuuters  set  forth  in  this  report.  It  will  be  recollected 
that  when  the  resolution  of  inquiry  was  pending  before 
the  Senate,  I  caused  to  be  read  a  circular  from  the 
Clinton  Bank  of  Columbus,  one  of  the  depositories  of 
the  public  money;  in  which  thst  bank  informs  the  other 
banks  of  the  State  that  it  had  directed  the  receivers  of 
the  several  land  offices  who  made  deposites  in  that  bank 
to  receive  none  of  the  notes  of  the  Ohio  banks  in  pay* 
ment  for  lands,  without  further  orders;  and  that  those 
orders  would  not  be  issued  in  favor  of  any  banks  except 
those  who  would  agree  to  redeem  their  notes  in  drafls 
on  some  of  the  AtUntic  cities  at  thirty  days'  date.  And 
it  alleges,  as  a  reason  for  imposing  such  harsh  conditions, 
that  that  bank  had  necessarily  to  transfer  to  those  eastern 
cities  nearly  all  the  public  money  which  it  received. 
The  resolution  offered  by  myself,  and  adopted  by  the 
Senate,  directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  state 
whether  the  deposite  banks  possessed  the  power  to  direct 
vhat  funds  should  and  what  should  not  be  receivable 
rar  public  binds;  and  what  amount  of  money,  so  received 
Yoi.  Xll.— 89 


by  the  deposite  banks  in  the  west,  was  by  his  order  so 
transferred.  The  part  of  his  answer  which  came  In 
first,  and  which  has  been  printed  and  laid  upon  our 
tables,  goes  to  the  power  of  the  deposite  banks  in  the 
several  States  over  the  currency;  and  1  understand  the 
Secretary  to  say  (for  he  is  not  very  explicit  in  his  state- 
ment) that  they  have  the  power  which  thejr  claim.  I 
look  upon  this  as  a  most  unfortunate  state  of  things,  and 
wholly  unjustifiable  and  improper,  as  it  regaids  the 
Government  itself  and  the  great  business  communitv. 
The  Secretary  urges  as  a  reason  for  vesting  these  banks 
with  this  enormous  power  over  the  currency  of  the  coun- 
try, that  they  are  responsible  to  the  United  States  for 
all  that  they  receive,  and  bound  to  pay  it,  if  required,  in 
gold  and  silver;  thst  they,  therefore,  ought  not  to  be 
compelled  to  receive  any  thing  that  is  not  equivalent  to 
gold  and  silver.  But  this  does  not  meet  the  case  pre- 
sented; it  does  not  apply  to  the  state  of  things  which  has 
made  the  subject  a  matter  of  inquiry:  it  is  not  gold  and 
silver,  or  any  thing  that  is  equal,  and  only  equal,  to  gold 
and  ailver,  that  they  re<|(uire.  All  the  banks  in  Ohio 
pav  gold  and  silver  for  their  notes  on  their  counters,  and 
will  be  able  to  do  it,  unleas  a  wreck  take  place  in  an- 
other quarter,  and  the  sinking  masses  drag  down  every 
thing  m  their  vortex.  Those  banks  9^  richly  stored 
with  specie,  and  will  hold  out  to  the  last.  But  specie 
will  not  do  this  deposite  bank.  Drafts  on  the  eastern 
cities  are  worth  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  more  thin 
gold  and  silver,  and  they  require  drafU  in  exchange;  and 
the  bank  that  will  not  pay  this  premium  for  the  privilege 
of  letting  its  notes  be  current  for  the  revenue,  must 
submit  to  the  discredit,  and  the  public  must  submit  to 
the  inconvenience  of  having  them  refused. 

1  find,  too,  (said  Mr.  E.,)  to  my  utter  astonishment,  if 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  be  correct— as  of  course  it 
must  be — that  the  pretext  set  forth  in  the  circulsr  of  the 
Clinton  Bank,  for  this  unusual  and  oppressive  exaction, 
is  unsustained  by  the  fact.  l*he  circular  represents  that 
nearly  all  the  money  of  the  United  States  received  in 
that  bank  has  necessarily  to  be  transmitted  to  the  east- 
ern cities.  The  Secretary  says  in  his  report,  that  no 
more  than  $45,000  of  that  received  in  the  whole  State 
of  Ohio  has  been  so  trsnsmitted  since  the  1st  day  of  June 
last;  and,  if  I  recollect  his  figures  right,  he  makes  it 
l-253d  part — or  one  dollar  transmitt<^  out  of  253  dol- 
lars received.  I  can  say  no  more  upon  this  branch  of 
the  subject  than  this:  that  justice  requires  that  it  should 
be  distinctly  noticed  by  me;  that  the  incorrect  statement 
contained  in  that  circular,  which  I  implicitly  credited, 
led  me,  when  I  first  addressed  the  Senate,  to  suggest 
a  censure  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  fbr  with- 
drawing from  the  State  of  Ohio  funds  which  I  find,  in 
his  report,  he  has  not  in  fact  withdrawn.  But  it  now  re- 
mains for  him  to  determine  whether  he  will  permit  his 
fiscal  agents,  on  representations  such  as  this,  to  establish 
a  brokerage  upon  the  funds  of  the  United  States,  and 
while  thev  must  themselves  in  fact  inflict  upon  the  com- 
munity all  the  mischief  which  would  arise  from  an  actual 
transmission  and  abstraction  of  the  public  funds. 

One  other  thing  I  wish  to  notice.  It  is,  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  says  in  this  report,  that  exchange 
still  continues  easy;  that  it  has  never  been  more  favora- 
ble. This  is  the  idea;  I  have  not  his  words.  I  do  not 
propose  to  contradict  this.  I  merely  call  the  attention 
of  the  business  public  to  the  statement,  that  they  may 
see  what  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  says  to  Congress 
about  the  exchanges.  Every  business  roan  in  every 
portion  of  the  United  States  knows  whether  this  is  or  is 
not  the  fact. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  remarked  that  he  tendered  his  thanks 
to  the  Senator  from  Ohio  for  having  renewed  the  motion 
which  he  presented  a  few  days  past  to  the  Senate,  (the 
consideration  of  which  was  postponed  upon  the  Senator's 
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motioiiy)  to  hav«  printed  a  thoumnd  extrm  copies  of  the 
report  of  the  Secretiiry  of  the  Treasury,  which  was  com- 
municated to  the  Senate  in  answer  to  the  resolution 
which  that  Senator  had  offered,  requiring  the  Secretary 
to  inform  the  Senate  **  what  amount  of  moneys  of  the 
.United  States,  received  for  public  lands  in  the  States  of 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Missouri,  and  the  Michigan 
Territory,  bad  been,  in  pursuance  of  his  instructions, 
transferred  to  banks  in  the  eastern  cities,  since  the  30tb 
of  June,  1835,  and  that  be  designate  the  banks  from  and 
to  which  such  transfers  had  been  made."  It  will  be  re- 
collected that  when  the  first  part  of  the  Secretary's  re- 
port came  in,  in  part  answer  to  thb  resolution  of  the 
Senator  from  Ohio,  he  had  moved  that  a  thousand  extra 
copies  should  be  printed;  and  when  the  report  now  I 
under  consideration  was  communicated,  he  had  made  a 
similar  motion,  in  making  these  motions,  he  was  princi- 
pally governed  by  a  desire  to  give  early  information  to 
the  public;  so  that  if  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had 
been  in  fiult,  in  relation  to  this  matter,  it  should  be 
known  as  extensively,  at  least,  as  these  reports  should 
be  circulated!  and  that,  if  no  blame  was  chargeable  upon 
him,  he  might  stand  acquitted  from  something  more 
than  a  mere  insinuation,  which,  in  the  progress  of  this 
affair,  had  been,  in  his  judgment,  cast  upon  that  officer. 
Me  therefore  tendered  to  the  Senator  his  thanks  for 
having  renewed  the  motion;  and  if  he  had  rightly  under- 
stood the  remarks  which  had  yuk  b«eii  made  by  the 
Senator  from  Ohio,  he  had  not  undertaken  to  gainsay  any 
part  of  the  report  itself,  or  to  complain  of  the  Secretary 
for  the  manner  in  which  he  had  answered  his  resolution. 
He  was  not  disposed  to  engsge  himself  in  anv  matter  in 
controversy  between  the  deposite  banks  in  Ohio  and  the 
other  banks  in  that  State.  Whatever  the  Senator 
had  been  pleased  to  say  as  to  the  course  and  con- 
duct of  the  Stale  banks  having  the  public  money  in 
deposite,  with  reference  to  tlie  other  banks  of  that  State, 
did  not  seem  to  require  any  notice  from  him.  He  was 
disposed  to  let  these  banks  manage  their  own  affairs  in 
their  own  way;  it  was  merely  his  purpose  to  show  that 
the  course  and  the  conduct  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury upon  the  subject  of  the  ptiblic  money  in  deposite  in 
Ohio,  and  in  the  other  States  mentioned  in  the  resolution 
of  the  Senator,  were  wholly  unexceptionable;  that  be  had 

Kursued  towards  the  banks  of  those  States,  as  far  as  he 
ad  authority  to  interpose,  tlie  same  liberal,  just,  and 
impartial  course  which  he  bad  pursued  towards  the  banks 
in  the  other  States. 

It  ceruinly  was  known  to  the  Senate  that  the  bills  of 
State  banks  are  not  by  law  receivable  for  the  public 
lands.  Nothini^  but  gold  and  silver,  and  bills  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  are  by  law  receivable;  and 
whatever  regulations  are  made  between  the  banks  who 
have  the  public  money  in  deposite,  and  who  are  to  be 
called  upon  to  transfer,  or  in  any  way  to  disburse  it,  and 
other  banking  institutions,  upon  the  subject  of  their  own 
paper  currency,  is  matter  exclusively  for  them,  and  with 
which  the  Secretary  can  have,  and  should  have,  nothing 
to  do.  The  deposite  banks  are  liable,  in  pursuance  of 
the  contract  between  the  Government  and  them,  to  pay 
out  tiie  deposites  in  specie;  to  transfer  their  funds,  with- 
out charge,  to  any  section  of  the  country  where  they 
may  be  wanted  fur  expenditure,  or  where  they  may  be 
preserved  in  greater  security.  It  must  be,  therefore, 
wholly  a  regulation  between  the  banks  themselves — a 
regulation  for  their  convenience— entered  into  for  their 
accommodation  and  the  accommodation  of  the  public, 
and  which  will  be  observed  so  long  as,  and  no  longer 
than,  it  will  be  conducive  to  their  interest. 

Mr.  H.  remarked  that,  although  he  had  very  curiously 
looked  Uirougb  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury in  manuscript,  yet  he  was  not  disposed  to  discuss 
that  report  at  this  time.    The  report,  when  published* 


would  speak  for  ittelf;  it  would  show  the  principlef 
upon  which  the  tnnafen  of  public  money  are  inade  from 
one  point  to  another.  The  report  will  clearly  show  that 
they  are  made  to  a  given  point,  when  a  greater  expendi- 
ture is  there  demiuided  than  the  ordinary  collectiom 
at  that  given  point  will  meet  the  reaujremeots  of  the 
Ciovernment.  Thia  report  will  show  that  these  transfers 
are  sometimes  made,  very  properly,  with  a  regard  to 
the  safety  and  security  of  the  public  money.  But  never 
have  these  transfen  l>een  ordered  by  the  preaent  head 
of  the  Treasury  Department,  unless  for  some  audi  just 
and  meritorious  consideration  which  I  have  nnentioncd. 
Never  have  they  been  ordered  with  a  view  to  prejudice, 
to  weaken,  to  embarrass  the  section,  or  tlie  money  mar- 
ket at  the  point  from  which  these  transfers  have  been 
made.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ia  incapable  of 
being  influenced  by  any  such  bUmeworthy  cooskkra- 
tions. 

Mr.  H.  said  all  he  desired  was,  that  the  report  might 
be  published,  and  that  all  judgments  upon  its  meriu  or 
demerits  might  be  suspended  until  it  shall  have  been 
printed,  read,  and  considered.  He  thought  he  hazarded 
little  in  saying  that,  when  well  examined,  it  woukl  give 
to  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  himself,  satis&ctioni  that  it 
would  afford  entire  aatisfaction  to  the  Senate,  and  to  the 
whole  community.  It  would  ahow,  most  conclusively, 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  not,  in  relation 
to  this  matter,  in  the  least  degree  liable  to  censure.  He 
would  merely  add  that,  unless  he  was  greatly  roiiAaken, 
the  report  would  show,  so  far  from  pursuing  an  opprcsr 
sive  course,  that  no  more  money  had  been  transferred 
from  those  points  of  collection  than  a  proper  regard  to 
public  convenience  and  economy  demanded;  that  it  wiH 
be  found  that  there  were  lef\  in  deposite  within  the  limits 
of  Ohio,  at  the  latest  returns,  millions  more  than  were 
in  deposite  in  that  State  In  June,  1835,  and  more  than. 
In  all  probability,  will  be  required  for  public  expenditures 
within  that  State  for  the  whole  of  the  current  year;  and 
the  same  remark  will  apply  to  the  other  States,  and  to 
the  Territory  named  in  the  resolution  of  the  Senator.  It 
will  be  found  that  more  of  the  public  money  was,  at  the 
last  returns,  in  deposite  in  Ohio  alone  than  in  all  the 
New  England  States,  MassachusetU  eicepted.  He  did 
not,  however,  wish  to  pursue  this  subject  further.  He 
hoped  that  the  motion  of  the  Senator  would  prevail; 
that  the  thousand  copies  would  be  published,  and  «*ould 
be  distributed  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  replied,  that  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  did  not  show  that  any  unreasonable  amount 
had  been  trsnsferred  from  Ohio.  The  Senator  waa  mis- 
taken in  supposing  that  there  had  been  no  tranafer,  for 
the  Secretary  said  to  the  contrary,  though  the  amount 
was  too  small  to  warrant  the  deposite  banks  in  saying 
that  they  had  to  transmit  all  the  money  they  collected  to 
the  East. 
I'he  motion  to  print  was  then  adopted. 

CHOCTAW  LANDS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BLACK,  the  Senate  took  up  for 
consideration  a  joint  resc^ution,  from  the  House,  to  sus- 
pend the  sales  of  the  Choctaw  lands,  acquired  under  the 
treaty  of  Dancinff  Rabbit  creek. 

The  joint  resolution,  as  it  came  from  the  Houae,  pro- 
vides that  the  suspension  shall  be  **  until  the  further 
order  of  Congress."  The  committee  reported  an  amend- 
ment, striking  out  these  words,  and  substituting  the 
words,  "from  the  firat  day  of  June  to  the  first  day  of 
December."    The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
The  Senate  reaumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  oM' 
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kinff  appropriation  Ibr  the  ciTiI  and  diplomatio  service 
of  the  United  SUtes  for  tbe  year  1835. 

The  question  pending^  being  on  the  motion  to  strike 
out  the  clause  appropriating  $20,000  for  tbe  publica- 
tioiik  hy  Messrs.  Clarke  fc  Force,  of  a  documentary  his- 
tory of  tbe  revolQtion«  under  a  contract  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  State, 

Mr.  WEBSTER  stated  his  willingness  to  assent  to  the 
proposition  to  let  the  subject  stand  over  until  the  next 
session,  by  which  time  n  volume  would  be  printed,  snd 
tbe  work  could  be  examined.  He  went  into  a  detail  of 
the  circumstances  attending  the  progress  of  this  con- 
tract. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  also  went  into  a  full  exposition  of 
tbe  facts. 

The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to»  according  to  the 
suggestion  of  Mr.  WiasTsm. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BOBBINS,  some  changes  were 
nade  in  the  clauses  oonoerning  the  library. 

The  amendmenia  were  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

ENUSTMENT  OF  BOYS  FOR  NAVAL  SERVICE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SOUTHARD,  a  bill  to  provide  for 
the  enlistment  of  boys  for  tbe  naval  service  was  taken 
ap  and  considered. 

The  bill  was  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  SOUTHARD, 
by  introducing  a  provision  authorizing  the  enlistment  of 
ocbers  than  boys,  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  five  years, 
and  also  by  introducing  additional  sections  for  the  charge 
of  persons  enlisted  before  they  art  taken  to  the  vessels. 

Tbe  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAYTON,  tbe  Senate  proceeded 
Co  tbe  consideration  of  executive  business. 

After  tbe  doors  were  re-opened. 

The  Senate  adjourned  till  Monday. 

MoxDAT,  Mat  9. 
THE  ARMY. 

Mr.  WEBSTER,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Finance,  re- 
ported the  act  making  appropriations  for  the  army  for 
Uie  year  1836,  with  two  amendments. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  the  bill  was  then  taken 
up  for  consideration,  and  the  amendments  were  read. 

Mr.  W*  then  explained  that  the  bill,  as  it  came 
from  the  House,  contained  a  provision  for  moving  the 
troops  from  Fort  Gibson  to  some  other  point  on  the 
banks  of  the  Arkansas.  Tbe  Committee  on  Finance  had 
thought  it  better,  with  a  view  to  consult  the  health  of 
the  army,  that  the  point  should  be  left  to  the  discretion 
of  tbe  President,  who  might  consider  the  high  lands  a 
more  healthful  location  than  the  immediate  banks  of  the 
river.  This,  therefore,  was  the  object  of  the  amend- 
ment. 

The  other  amendment  was  to  insert  an  appropriation 
of  #300  for  completing  tbe  medal  roted  to  .General  Rip- 
ley. By  an  accident,  this  appropriation,  which  had 
been  added  by  the  committee  to  another  appropriation 
bill,  bad  been  omitted  in  the  engrossment  of  that  bill, 
and  it  was  therefore  introduced  into  this  bill. 

Tbe  amendments  were  then  agreed  to;  the  bill  was 
reported  without  further  amendments,  and  the  amend- 
ments were  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  to  be 
read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  was  subsequently  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

A  mesBsge  from  the  House  of  Representatives  was  re- 
ceived, stating  that  the  House  bad  concurred  in  all  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  making  appropria^ 
tions  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  service  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  exception  of  the  sixth  amendment. 


[This  amendment  consists  of  an  appropriation  for  the 
judicial  department  of  the  district  of  East  Florida.] 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  be  thought  the  non-concurrence 
of  the  House  in  this  amendment  was  probably  the  result 
of  want  of  information.  He  did  not  wish  to  delay  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  and  it  might  be  that  the  clause 
stricken  out  by  the  House  could  be  Introduced  into  an- 
other bill.  He  would  leave  it  to  any  Senator  to  suggest 
what  might  l>e  the  proper  course. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  stated  that,  since  the  message  was  re- 
ceived frdm  the  House,  he  had  received  a  communiea^ 
tion  from  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  by  whom  it  was  stated  that  the  committee  were 
of  the  opinion  that  they  had  voted  from  insufficient  in- 
fonnation.  It  was,  however,  thought  best  that  the  ap- 
propriation should  be  introduced  into  another  bill,  in 
preference  to  delaying  this  bill. 

Mr.  WEBSTER,  assenting  to  this  course,  moved  that 
the  Senate  recede  from  their  amendment;  which  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

AFFAIRS  OF  TEXAS. 

Mr.  PRESTON  presented  several  memorials  (all  of 
the  same  tenor)  from  citizena  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
Congress  to  recognise  tbe  independence  of  Texas;  de- 
scribed and  characterized  the  various  transactions  be- 
tween that  country  and  Mexicoi  and  moved  the  reading 
and  printing  of  the  memorial. 

The  memorial  was  read. 

Mr.  PRESTON  said  that  he  was  not  surprised  at  the 
natural  sympathy  of  our  fellow-citizens  with  those  who 
were  struggling  for  liberty,  either  in  the  province  of 
Texas  or  anywhere  else.  It  would  be  strange  indeed, 
if  we,  who  bad  so  lately,  and  under  such  extraordinary 
circumstances,  achieved  our  own  fireedom— if  we,  in 
whose  recollection  the  motives  that  induced  us  to  rear 
the  standard  and  fight  tbe  l>attles  of  equal  rights  were 
still  fresh  and  vigorous — if  we  did  not  feel  the  strongest 
and  deepest  emotion  at  beholding  this  contest;  if,  when 
the  cry  of  liberty  was  raised  in  any  quarter,  it  did  not 
find  a  ready  echo  in  our  bosoms,  and  go  sounding  back, 
cheeringand  animating  those  who  were  thus  struggling, 
wherever  that  struggle  might  be.  It  was  so  in  the  Greek 
revoJution;  our  feelings  were  enlisted  with  that  gallant 
people,  though  far  distant,  and  speaking  an  unknown 
tongue,  yt  was  so  in  the  case  of  that  small  community, 
situated  in  the  centre  of  Europe,  surrounded  bv  a  mass 
of  enemies  who  were  sure  to  crush  them.  So  deep  and 
so  abiding  was  that  interest  and  that  sympathy,  that,  far 
from  being  confined  to  newspapers  and  private  circles, 
it  burst  forth  in  our  public  meetings  and  legislative  halls. 
He  alluded  to  the  Poles.  So  also  with  South  America. 
On  the  earliest  occasion,  and  in  every  possible  mode,  did 
we  express  our  hope  of  the  final  triumph  of  those  who 
were  striking  for  liberty.  These  facts  were  fresh  in  our 
memories,  and  were  honorable  to  our  national  character. 
And,  being  so,  he  repeated  that  it  was  not  surprising 
that  the  deepest  solicitude  should  be  felt  in  tbe  result  of 
the  struggle  which  was  gfoing  on  in  a  province  so  near 
us;  a  province,  the  population  of  which  professed  the 
same  religion,  spoke  the  same  language,  were  fighting 
for  tl)e  eatabHshment  of  the  same  institutions  under 
which  we  ourselves  were  living,  and  were  connected 
with  us  by  the  dearest  ties  of  kindred.  They  had  been 
seduced  to  emigrate  by  the  promise  of  a  free  Govern- 
ment. This  Government  bad  been  overthrown;  and  its 
destroyer,  trampling  on  the  fragments  of  a  broken  con- 
stitution, his  passions  inflamed  to  madness,  calling  to  his 
aid  all  who  had  assisted  in  tbe  old  rebellion,  exciting 
their  love  of  plunder  and  their  religious  fanaticism,  was, 
with  these  dombined  elements,  sweeping  in  a  fiery  tor- 
rent over  the  country,  and  destroying  life,  property, 
and  all  that  was  dear  and  valuable. 
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In  this  state  of  things,  (nud  Mr.  P.,)  it  surely  was  not 
to  be  wondered  at  that  the  deepest  solicitude  should  ex- 
iM  in  the  breast  of  every  individuat.     Since  he  had  par- 
ticipated in  the  affairs  of  Government,  there  was  scarce- 
ly sny  thing  of  a  public  nature  which  he  thought  more 
deserving  of  attention.     His  own  hopes  had  been  ani- 
mated: he  trusted  in  God  the  Tezans  might  succeed; 
and  that  the  standard  of  liberty  might  yet  wave  over 
their  desolated  territory,  to  the  utter  exclusion  of  this 
barbarous  and  tyrannic  usurper.     These  hopes  were 
shared  in  by  all  who  had  signed  this  memorial.     These 
sympathies  and  feelinga  do  exist.      They  might  be — 
they  were — calculated  to  warp  our  sense  of  justice. 
He  trusted  they  would  not;  and  yet  he  hoped  that, 
while  we  exercised  the    proper   degree   of  forbear- 
ance, and  did  nothing  in  violation  of  the  law  of  nations, 
we  should  put  ourselves  in  a  thorough  state  of  prepara- 
tion to  meet  any  emergency  which  might  arise,     ft  was 
DOW  known  that  Santa  Anna  had  declared  that  hia  con- 
quering banner  should  be  placed  upon  the  Capitol  at 
Washington.    To  effect  this,  he  did  not  rely  upon  his 
own  prowess,  but  on  the  assistance  of  a  certain  set  of 
auxiliaries  whom  he  expected  to  meet  on  the  banks  of  the 
Mississippi.    The  threat  might  not  have  been  seriously 
intended:  it  might  have  originated  in  a  mere  spirit  of  bra- 
vado.   But  we  ought  to  be  forewarned  and  forearmed; 
and  if  there  should  be  the  slightest  indication  that  this  was 
not  an  idle  taunt,  then  we  should  meet  him  and  crush  his 
hopes  at  once.    If  be  did  commit  the  slightest  act  of  ag- 
gression, be  believed  in  God  the  knell  of  his  dominion 
in  Texas  was  rung. 

For  the  present,  he  would  content  himself  with  dis- 
charging the  duty  with  which  he  had  been  intrusted,  by 
presenting  these  memorials;  and  believing  that  nu  action 
of  Congress  could  be  had  on  them,  he  would  move  that 
they  be  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  that,  like  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  he  was  not  now  prepared  to  go  into  a 
discussion  on  the  occurrences  on  our  southwestern  fron- 
tier. He  had  no  wish  to  anticipate  any  discussion  on 
this  subject,  which  might  hereafter  become  necessary. 
In  most  of  the  sentiments  which  had  fallen  from  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  he  entirely  concurred. 
He  considered  it  as  no  more  than  natural  that  the  sym- 
pathies of  all  classes  of  our  citizens  should  be  excited 
m  favor  of  a  war  founded  in  the  desire,  and  sanctified 
by  the  name,  of  liberty.  There  could  be  no  doubt,  from 
our  education  and  habits,  that  a  free  Government  is  the 
sort  of  Government  which  commands  our  attachment; 
and  when  we  see  struggling  to  obtain  such  a  Govern- 
ment those  who  are  in  some  degree  relsted  to  us  by  the 
ties  of  country,  companionship,  and  kindred,  it  is  not 
matter  of  wonder  that  we  should  be  inspired  with  warm 
h^pes  for  their  success.  But  (Mr.  W.  said)  he  also 
agreed  altogether  with  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
that  this  is  not  the  time  for  Congress  to  do  or  sanction 
any  act  beyond  the  preservation  of  our  neutrality  in  the 
contest.  To  any  thing  beyond  this  he  was  opposed;  but 
to  that  object  he  was  willing  to  lend  bis  hearty  co-ope- 
ration. 

In  one  respect  only,  then,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  he  differed 
from  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina.  He  was  not  for 
the  Government  encouraging  the  sending  forth  any  aid. 
That  was  a  matter  for  every  individual  to  consider  for 
himself,  rather  than  for  the  consideration  of  Congress. 
Nor,  as  regarded  himself,  whatever  opinions  he  might 
have  formed  as  to  the  manner  in  which  this  war  in  Texas 
had  been  waged,  or  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  Mex- 
ican Government  was  administered,  could  he  forget  that 
we  sre  on  terms  of  peace  with  that  Government,  as 
it  has  been  organized  and  as  it  is  now  administered. 
We  om^selves,  (the  Senate,)  it  would  be  recollected,  as 
a  part  of  the  Executive,  have  but  recently  made  a  treaty 


with  the  Mexican  Government,  with  General  Santa  Anna 
at  its  head,  and  that  Government  is  at  this  numient  rep- 
resented in  the  United  States  by  a  diplomatic  agent. 
Under  these  circumstances,  he  felt  himself  restrained 
from  applying  such  epithets  as  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  had  used,  in  reference  to  the  head  of  that  Gov- 
ernment. Having  been  called  on,  in  the  execution  of 
his  senatorial  functions,  to  conclude  a  treaty  with  that 
Government,  he  felt  himself  restrained  from  the  ase  of 
such  terms,  in  speakinjg  of  the  acknowledged  head  of 
the  Government,  as  might  have  a  tendency  to  prevent 
the  continuance  of  those  relations  of  peace  and  amify 
which  are  now  subsisting  between  Mexico  and  the  United 
States. 

As  to  the  actual  atate  of  things  in  Texas,  he  had  per- 
haps as  accurate  information  as  any  one  else.  Down  to 
a  very  recent  period,  he  had  received  it  from  persons  ac- 
tually resident  in  that  country.  He  would,  at  this  time, 
say  nothing  as  to  that  atate  of  things.  He  was,  however, 
entirely  wUlingthat  we  should  be  prepared  for  the  wortt 
that  could  happen;  but  he  was  not,  on  that  account, 
about  to  suppose  the  existence  of  that  worst  state  of 
things.  All  be  meant  at  present  to  ssy  was,  that  he  con- 
curred generally  in  what  had  fallen  from  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Pbistov,]  reserving  him- 
self, as  to  any  particular  opinions,  for  a  future  occasion. 
But  he  did  not  feel  himself  at  liberty  to  use  language 
which  is  at  war  with  proprietv,  especially  towards  the 
bead  of  a  Government  with  which  we  are  on  a  friendly 
footing;  because  he  was  unwilKng  to  do  or  say  any  thing 
which  could  have  a  tendency  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the 
United  States.  He  went  for  the  peace  of  the  United 
States,  at  the  same  time  that  he  was  willing  to  go  as  ^ 
in  defence  of  our  frontier  as  the  neccsaity  of  the  case 
should  require. 

Mr.  PRESTON  said  he  was  happy  that  hia  views  met, 
in  some  measure,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts.  He  should  endeavor,  on  every 
occasion,  to  suppress  all  undue  ebullition  of  feeling.  It 
was  impossible,  nowever,  under  some  circumstances,  to 
measure  language.  He  knew  what  was  due  to  his  coon- 
try,  and  desired  nothing  so  much  as  its  tranquillity  and 
honor.  But,  while  he  would  do  nothing  to  interrupt  its 
peaceful  relations,  or  throw  any  impediment  in  the  wsj 
of  their  exercise,  he  must  be  permitted  to  consider  him- 
self not  only  in  his  executive  and  legislative  capacity, 
but  as  a  citfzen  of  a  republic,  whenever  he  waa  called 
upon  to  express  an  opinion  in  such  an  emergency  as  this. 
If  the  feelings  to  which  this  emer^ncy  had  given  rise 
should  burst  out  in  strong  epithets,  if  he  did  not  adhere 
to  the  cold  and  exact  dicUtes  of  duty,  he  trusted  an 
apology  would  be  found  for  him.  We  had  recognised 
the  Government  dSe  fadto  of  Santa  Anna.  We  had  enter- 
ed into  diplomatic  relations  with  him.  How  and  when 
was  this  Government  established?  By  whom  was  it  es- 
tablished, and  what  sort  of  a  Government  waa  it?  Was 
it  the  constitutional  Government  which  once  existed  in 
Mexico^  Was  it  a  Government  of  long  continuance,  sup- 
ported by  the  wishes  and  love  and  affection  of  the  peo- 
ple^ Or  was  it  a  mere  despotism,  and  its  founder  a  for- 
tunate soldier? 

It  is  our  policy  (said  Mr.  P.)  to  recognise  established 
Governments,  no  matter  what  their  principles,  or  by 
whom  founded.  We  have  a  treaty  with  him  now;  we 
are  running  a  line  between  his  territory  and  our  own; 
and  there  existed  no  wish  on  his  part  to  interrupt  the 
first,  or  prevent  the  peaceful  prosecution  of  the  latter. 
But  there  was  a  principle  of  vast  importance  preaented 
to  his  mind,  and  that  was,  the  actual  existing  atate  of 
things  on  the  southwestern  frontier.  It  waa  absolutely 
necessary  to  consider  the  next  step  in  the  series  of  events 
which  were  transpiring  there.  There  ought  to  be  sn 
augmented  military  force  In  that  defencelesa  section  of 
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our  country;  surroanded  u  it  wu  by  MTige  and  «r»r- 
like  tribe«»  ready  to  be  acted  upon  by  thia  Santa  Anna — 
a  man  oF  unquestioned  ability,  already  in  command  of  a 
nixed,  heterogeneous,  and  ferocious  soldiery.  If  these 
threats  have  been  made — but  be  would  forbear,  first, 
because  be  believed  the  policy  of  our  country  in  rela- 
tion to  foreifi^n  Governments  to  be  a  wise  and  true  onet 
bat  chiefly  that  he  dare  not  trust  the  current  of  his  feel- 
ings to  sway  him.  He  would  restrain  his  indignation, 
therefore;  and,  in  consideration  of  the  respectful 
terms  in  which  the  memorial  was  couched,  and  the  high 
standing  of  those  who  signed  it,  he  would  move  that  it 
be  printed. 

Mr.  PORTER  said  that  his  object  in  rising  was  not  so 
much  to  take  part  In  this  debate  aa  to  make  an  inquiry 
of  the  honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina.  That 
gentleman  had  said  that  it  was  now  a  known  and  admit- 
ted bet  that  Santa  Anna  had  declared  that,  by  the  aid  of 
a  certain  portion  of  our  population,  he  would  invade 
this  country,  march  through  it,  and  take  the  city  of 
Washington.  Mr.  P.  said  that  this  fact  was  not  known 
to  bim,  and  therefore  he  could  not  admit  it.  If  such  an 
assertion  had  been  put  forth,  he  shoukl  consider  it  as 
an  idle  rhodomontade.  But  it  was  calculated  to  increase 
the  escitement  which  had  been  already  gotten  up  on 
this  Bttbject;  and  be  should  be  glad  if  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  would  favor  the  Senate  with  the  evi- 
dence on  which  he  considered  the  fact  as  known  and  ad- 
mitted. 

Mr.  PRCSTON  said  it  would,  perhaps,  have  been  aa 
well  if  the  Senator  from  Louiaiana  had  let  the  matter 
test  on  his  (Mr.  P's)  personal  assertion  of  the  fact;  but, 
as  the  inquiry  had  been  made,  he  could  answer  it  by  re- 
ferring to  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  who  had  in  his 
possession  conclusive  evidence  of  the  fiact. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  that  perhaps  it  would  have  been 
better  if  there*' had  been  no  call  made  upon  him.  He 
bad  received  a  letter  from  a  distinguished  individual  in 
the  capiul  of  Mexico,  but  he  did  not  think  it  proper  to 
give  publicity  to  the  name  of  the  writer.  He  had  shown 
the  letter  to  several  Senators;  and  he  would  read  to  the 
Senate  an  extract  from  it.  He  had  no  heaiUtion  in  giv- 
ing entire  credit  to  the  sUtements  in  this  extract;  for 
tbe  writer,  who  was  well  known  to  many  Senators,  had 
as  respectable  a  standing  as  any  gentleman  on  thia  floor, 
>nd  the  accuracy  of  his  statements  waa  indisputable.  The 
extract  was  as  follows: 

"Just  before  General  Santa  Anna  left  on  his  northern 
campaign,  he  was  at  Tacubaya.  The  British  and  French 
■unisters  called  on  him.  He  said  he  intended  to  drive 
the  Texans  across  the  Red  river;  and,  if  they  were  de- 
fended there  by  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  he 
would  drive  them  to  Wadiing^on;  and,  turning  to  Mr. 
Ptkenham,  (tbe  British  minister,)  he  added,  <Yes,  1 
will  drive  them  to  Washington,  and  strip  the  laurels 
from  General  Jackson,  and  bum  the  Capitol,  as  your 
^ntrymen  once  did;*  and  said  it  would,  nevertheless, 

ue  a  little  something  like  the  march  of  Napoleon  to  Mos- 
cow.»'  "^ 

1*be  British  minister,  the  writer  of  this  letter  stated, 
vts  Willing  to  confirm  the  truth  of  this  statement.  The 
K^ntlemen  on  the  other  side  were  at  liberty  to  read  this 
letter.  He  had  not  a  shadow  of  a  doubt  that  Santa  Anna 
f^  made  such  a  declaration.  And  (said  Mr.  W.)  are 
we  to  sit  here  and  liaten  to  apologies  and  excuses  for  the 
urocities  of  Santa  Anna.'  Are  we  to  be  told  by  American 
senators,  in  the  American  Senate,  that  we  must  repress 
^  feelings,  as  well  as  have  respect  to  our  neutrality^ 

wu'^  m  not  to  expreaa  those  feelings  of  indignation 
Which  must  rise  in  every  American  bosom.'  Who  is 
^nU  Anna?  He  is  the  Government  of  Mexico.  He  has 
planted  s  despotism  in  that  country;  has  erected  a  cen- 
tf»l  Government,  and  destroyed  every  vestige  of  free- 


dom. We  have  heard  of  rebels.  Who  are  the  rebels? 
They  are  Santa  Anna,  and  his  priests,  and  mercenaries, 
and  myrmidons.  They  are  the  rebels.  The  people  of 
Texas  clung  to  the  Government  of  Mexico  as  long  as 
they  possibly  could  do  so;  as  long  as  a  wreck  of  the 
constitution  was  discernible,  or  a  floating  plank,  they 
did  their  utmost  to  save  it  from  destruction.  It  wss  not 
until  the  flag  of  the  constitution  was  struck,  and  there 
was  no  longer  a  hope,  that  they  raised  the  flag  of  in- 
dependence. 

Mr.  PORTER  said  he  deprecated  every  thing  which 
had  a  tendency  to  enlist  still  further  our  feelings  and 
sympathies  in  the  contest  now  raging  in  the  Mexican 
provinces.  Our  poaition,  our  natural  character,  and  our 
true  interests  required  a  strict  neutrality  at  our  hands. 
This  policy  was  so  obviously  the  proper  one,  that  be  oould 
not  imagine,  and  did  not  mean  to  assert,  that  any  Sena- 
tor here  wiahed  to  depart  from  it.  But  he  was  sorry  to 
say  that  nothing  better  calculated  to  produce  a  depart- 
ure from  the  position  we  should  occupy  could  be 
imagined,  than  what  had  fallen  to-day  from  the  Senatora 
from  South  Carolina  and  Misaissippi.  Our  Government 
was  a  popuUr  one.  Its  action  necessarily  sympathized 
with  public  opinion;  and  if  that  opinion  waa  formed  un- 
der excitement  and  passion,  there  was  great  danger  it 
would  be  incorrect.  He  did  not  understand  why  Santa 
Anna  should  be  selected  of  all  the  other  despots  that  exist- 
ed at  present  in  tlie  world,  and  made  the  theme  of 
reproach.  Hia  conduct  is  perhaps  very  bad.  It  might 
be  true— Mr.  P.  believed  it  waa  true— that  he  had  over- 
thrown the  constitution  of  Mexico,  and  placed  himself 
at  the  head  of  ita  Government,  and  exercised  arbitrary 
power.  But  what  then?  Were  there  not  a  great  many 
other  despotic  and  arbitrary  Governments  in  the  world, 
with  whom  we  felt  no  difficulty  in  maintaining  reUtions 
of  peace  and  amity?  Our  relations,  he  believed,  were 
of  the  most  friendly  kind  with  the  Grand  Seignor  at 
Constantinople,  the  Barbary  Powers  on  the  coast  of  the 
Mediterranean,  and  even  the  black  empire  of  Hayti. 
We  had  only  this  session  ratified  a  treaty  with  some 
hitherto  unknown,  half-civilized  Power  on  the  coast  of 
Africa.  There  were  no  free  institutions  among  these 
different  nations.  Despotism,  absolute,  cruel,  and  con- 
stant, prevailed  amidst  them  all;  and  yet  not  a  breath  of 
reproach  was  heard  againat  them.  Our  indignation  was 
all  reserved  for  Mexican  oppression.  We  left  to  all 
other  portions  of  the  world  the  affair  of  living  under 
what  kind  of  Government  they  pleased,  and  considered 
that,  as  we  permitted  no  foreign  interference  with  our 
political  institutions,  we  had  no  right  to  queation  the 
institutions  of  other  countries.  Mexico  alone  was  made 
an  exception. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Mississippi  had  said  that 
he  had  heard  on  this  floor  apologies  for  Santa  Anna.  He 
(Mr.  P.)  had  heard  none.  H^imself  had  never  made 
any.  He  had  alwajra  thought,  and  alwaya  said,  that  so 
long  as  he  observed  good  faith  with  us,  and  maintained 
tbe  treaties  he  had  entered  into  with  the  United  States, 
we  had  nothing  to  do  with  his  bad  conduct  in  the  Mexi- 
can provinces.  That  opinion  he  should  on  all  suitable 
occasions  express,  and.  If  in  his  power,  enforce.  He 
should  not  be  deterred  from  doing  so  by  any  fear  of 
misconstruction  of  his  motives.  His  object  waa  to  pre- 
serve the  peace  of  tbe  country.  He  thought  it  her 
interest  to  preserve  it — he  meant  not  merely  her  pecunia- 
ry interest,  but^that  of  a  higher  kind,  which  looked  at 
her  true  glory  and  the  maintenance  of  the  moral  power 
which  she  now  so  advantageously  possessed  among  man- 
kind. And  if  these  considerations  did  not  influence 
him  in  the  course  he  prescribed  to  himself  in  this  matter, 
the  vital  interests  of  the  State  he  had  the  honor  in  part 
to  represent  on  this  floor  left  him  no  discretion.  The 
valuable  and  lucrative  branches  of  trade  which  were  now 
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in  activity  between  Louisiana  and  Mexico  would  be  bro- 
ken up  by  a  war,  and  the  principal  channel  throug'h 
which  specie  entered  into  New  Orleans  closed  complete- 
ly. Every  inlerekt  in  that  State,  agricultural  as  well 
as  commercial,  would  be  seriously  affected  by  a  change 
in  our  relations.  He  was  informed,  and  believed,  that, 
^ring  the  last  twenty  months,  the  trsde  between  the 
city  just  mentioned  and  the  ports  of  Mexico  amounted 
to  nearly  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  and  that  in  the  same 
space  of  time  about  eight-millions  of  specie  had  entered 
the  Mississippi  from  the  same  quarter.  All  this  was  to 
be  thrown  away,  because  they  had  no  free  institutions  in 
the  country  adjoining  us.  He  must  be  excused  if  he 
did  not  feel  himself  at  liberty  to  partake  in  such  senti- 
ments. We  were  placed  here  to  watch  over  the  grow- 
ing interests  of  our  own  'Country,  to  prom<ite  its  hsppi- 
ness  by  all  the  means  by  which  its  wealth,  population, 
and  security  can  t>e  secured,  and  not  to  indulge  at  its 
expense  our  own  feelings,  nor  to  carry  out  among  other 
nations  our  alMtract  opinions  of  government. 

There  was  another  consideration  (Mr.  P.  said)  for  him 
and  for  the  other  gentlemen  from  Louisiana,  in  both 
Houses,  with  whom  he  had  the  honor  to  be  associated. 
If  war  broke  out  between  Mexico  and  the  United  States, 
the  western  portion  of  our  State,  and  its  borders,  were 
to  become  the  seat  of  it.  That  war,  once  commenced, 
be  was  afraid  would  not  be  speedily  terminated.  It  must 
become,  from  the  extent  of  the  country  and  its  localities, 
partisan  in  its  character.  And  a  large  portion  of  the 
most  wealthy  and  populous  portions  of  the  State  was  to 
be  exposed  for  years  to  the  inroads  of  Mexican  cavalry 
and  their  Indian  allies.  He  foresaw  that,  in  the  event 
alluded  to,  the  inhabitants  of  that  section  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana  were  to  have  their  security  disturbed  and  the 
safety  of  their  property,  particularly  that  of  slaves,  seri- 
ously endangered.  He  would  give  his  aid  to  no  meas- 
ures which  would  precipitate  such  a  state  of  things.  It 
was  very  well  for  gentlemen  who  came  from  States 
where  peace  and  security  could  not  be  affected  by  hos- 
tilities, to  Indulge  in  aspirations  after  the  happiness  of 
the  human  race.  But  he  protested  against  their  doing 
so  at  our  expense.  He  acknowledged  that  he  felt  it  of 
much  more  importance  that  the  interests  and  safety  of 
the  people  of  Louisiana  should  be  attended  to,  than  the 
settlement  of  the  political  questions  now  agitating  Mexico. 

The  Senator  from  Mississippi  had  told  us  that  the  in- 
dividual, whose  letter  he  had  read  an  extract  from,  was 
a  man  of  character  and  veracity.  Be  it  so.  He  did  not 
feel  inclined  to  controvert  the  truth  of  the  statement; 
but  he  must  be  excused  if  he  still  doubted  its  correct- 
ness. The  individual  in  question  did  not  say  that  he 
heard  Santa  Anna  make  the  declaration  imputed  to  him^ 
nor  that  the  British  minister  in  Mexico  had  made  such  a 
statement  to  the  informant.  It  was,  therefore,  an  asser- 
tion made  on  the  information  communicated  by  others. 
And  all  the  weight  it  was  entitled  to  was,  that  which 
it  mig^t  derive  from  the  correctness  of  the  judgment  of 
the  writer  on  the  veracity  of  those  from  whom  he  had 
received  the  tale.  Mr.  P.  said  he  must  be  pardoned  if, 
on  a  question  of  this  magnitude,  he  could  not  surrender 
his  belief  to  the  opinions  of  any  man  of  the  truth  of 
others,  more  particularlv  when  the  statement  itself  car- 
ried with  it  internal  evidence  how  highly  improbable  it 
was.  He  had  never  heard  any  thing  more  ridiculous. 
What  was  it^  Why  this:  that  Santa  Anna  should  have 
declared  to  the  British  and  French  ministers  "thst  he 
would  march  with  his  army  of  ten  thousand  men  from 
the  frontiers  of  the  Sabine,  one  thousand  five  hundred 
miles,  subdue  four  or  five  millions  of  people— and  that 
people  among  the  bravest  and  freest  on  earth^plant  his 
standard  on  the  Capitol  at  Washington,  and  tear  the 
laurels  from  the  brow  of  General  Jackson.**  He  (Mr. 
P.)  did  not  quarrel  with  the  belief  of  any  man  who  gave 


credence  to  such  a  talet  but  unless  Santa  Anna  was  an 
inmate  of  a  mad-house,  or  a  candidate  for  one,  he  did 
not  believe  be  made  such  an  assertion.  The  whole  thing 
savored  more  of  one  of  Baron  Munchausen's  stories 
than  any  thing  he  had  lately  beard.  He  concluded  by 
repeating  that  he  deprecated  any  thing  like  excitement 
on  the  question,  and  that  he  hoped  the  peace  of  the 
country  would  be  preserved. 

Mr.  WALKER  had  not  intended  to  say  a  word  more, 
but  he  was  compelled  to  trouble  the  Senate  with  an  ad- 
ditional remark,  in  consequence  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  letter,  from  which  he  had  read  an  extract*  was  re- 
ferred to.  He  had  already  told  the  Senator  from  Louis- 
iana, and  he  would  now  tell  him  again,  that  all  which 
was  contained  in  that  letter  was  true.  He  would  vouch 
for  the  veracity  of  the  writer,  who  was  as  rea|>ectable  as 
any  Senator  on  that  floor.  The  Senator  from  Louisiana 
was  at  liberty  to  read  the  letter  itself.  It  was  written 
by  a  gentleman  intimately  known  to  some  of  the  Seos- 
tors,  who  could  have  had  no  interest  in  giving  false 
views,  or  misrepresenting  the  language  or  the  movements 
of  Santa  Anna.  There  could  not  be  a  shadow  of  a  doubt 
of  the  accuracy  of  the  information.  The  Senator  from 
Louisiana  had  replied  to  what  had  fiillen  from  him  as  to 
apologies  being  made  for  Santa  Anna*  He  had  said  that 
he  hoped  he  should  not  hear  apolories  and  excuses  made 
for  Santa  Anna  on  this  floor.  He  had  not  made  Uie  cap 
for  the  Senator  from  Louisiana.  But  if  that  Senator  wis 
disposed  to  take  up  the  cap  which  was  intended  for 
another,  let  him  put  it  on,  and  suffer  it  to  be  at  repose 
there.  I  said  (repeated  Mr.  W.)  that  I  hoped  there 
would  be  no  apologist  for  Santa  Anna  found  here,  and  I 
repeat  it. 

Mr.  PORTER  replied  that  the  Senator  from  Misns- 
sippi  had  said  that  he  had  heard  apologies  made  on  that 
floor  for  Santa  Anna.  He  had  Uken  down  his  words  at 
the  time,  and  could  not  be  mistaken.  The  Senator  now 
states  his  meaning  was,  that  he  hoped  no  apologies  woukl 
be  made  for  him.  To  the  expression  of  such  a  feeling, 
he  (Mr.  P.)  had  not  the  slightest  objection;  and  the  gen- 
tleman was  perfectly  free  to^pply  that  hope  to  him. 

Mr.  BROWN  regretted  very  much  to  hear  expressions 
that  had  been  used  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  calcula- 
ted, in  his  opinion,  to  stimulate  feelings  in  the  people  of 
this  country,  already  sufficiently  excited,  and  to  encour- 
age feelings  of  hostility  against  a  nation  with  which  we 
are  at  peace.  He  protested,  for  one,  against  entering 
into  a  crusade  to  regulate  the  internal  concerns  of  any 
nation;  he  protested  against  any  acta  or  the  expreasion 
of  any  feelings  calculated  to  involve  us  in  a  war  with  the 
Government  of  Mexico.  He  could  attach  no  iropoHance 
to  the  expressions  said  to  have  been  used  by  Santa  Anna 
with  regard  to  this  country;  for,  coming  in  the  way  it  did, 
we  could  not,  consistently  with  what  was  due  to  our- 
selves, notice  it.  When  Santa  Anna  himself  thought 
proper  to  address  to  this  Qovernment,  through  his  di- 
plomatic agents,  or  promulgate  to  the  word  officially, 
threats  of  the  nature  alluded  to  by  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolins,  he  should  then  be  ready  to  resent  them; 
but,  coming  in  the  shape  these  expressions  have  done, 
they  were  unworthy  oi  our  notice,  and  ought  not  to  in- 
fluence our  ludgmenta.  They  all  knew  bow  common  it 
was  in  the  city  of  Washington  to  hear  of  extraordinary 
declarations  attributed  to  distinguished  individuals,  and 
how  little  credence  was  to  be  attached  to  them.  He  did 
not  intend,  he  said,  to  question  the  veracity  of  the  author 
of  the  letter;  but  he  could  not  avoid  questioning  the  cor- 
rectness of  his  information. 

But  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  invoked 
them,  in  the  name  of  liberty,  to  act  in  favor  of  Texas; 
not  at  this  time,  for  he  considers  it  premature,  but 
when  the  proper  time  should  arrive.  Waa  the  honors* 
ble  gentleman  very  certain  that  they  would  favor  liberty 
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by  engifCMig^  in  war  in  behalf  of  Texas?  What  had 
theie  Tezana  done  to  require  that  we  should  embroil 
oonelves  in  a  war  with  a  country  with  whom  we  are  on 
terms  of  peace,  in  order  to  favor  their  cause?  They 
hid  gone  from  a  famd  of  fiberty  to  a  land  of  despotism; 
they  hsd  cut  asunder  the  ties  which  bound  them  to  the 
freeft  snd  happiest  country  on  earth  {  and»  although  they 
bad  our  sympathies^  they  had  Toluntarily  relinquished 
all  claims  to  our  support. 

But  it  was  said  that  Santa  Anna  had  overthrown  the 
republic  of  Mexico,  trampled  on  the  constitution,  and 
et'tbRriied  a  despotism;  and  that  tfierefore  we  sliould 
rapport  the  Texans.  We  were  (said  Mr.  B.)  the  bst 
pMple  on  earth  who  should  meddle  with  the  internal 
coooems  of  another  nation.  If  there  was  any  one  prin- 
ciple of  mitional  law  more  sacred  than  another,  it  waa^ 
tbat  one  nation  ought  not  to  interfere  with  the  internal 
policy  of  its  neighbor.  If  we  set  htm  the  example, 
Sants  Anmi  might  take  it  into  his  head,  or  another  for- 
eign Government  might  do  so,  that  we  too  were  in 
need  of  reformation;  that  our  institutions  were  not  such 
as  conformed  to  their  opinions;  and  we  might  have  a 
war  on  our  hands,  brought  on  us  by  the  very  example 
ve  bad  set.  He  wss  utterly  opposed  to  any  thing  of 
tbe  kind.  Whatf  (said  Mr.  B.)  shall  we  become  prop- 
agandiats?  Shall  we  have  scenes  here  at  this  Capitol 
inch  as  were  witnessed  at  Paris  in  the  French  revolu- 
tion, when  individuals  representing  every  country  in 
£ur(me  appeared  before  the  National  Assembly,  and 
called  on  them  to  fiberate  them  from  their  oppressors^ 
Shall  we  have  another  Anaoharsis  Cloots  preaching  a 
cruiade  in  frvor  of  the  oppressed  all  over  the  world.' 
We  are  now  (Mr.  B.  said)  in  a  state  of  peace  and  un- 
exampled prosperity;  and  shall  we  pursue  any  course 
calculated  to  jeopard  that  peace  and  impair  that  pros- 
perity? He  thought  it  due  to  the  importance  of  the 
subject  to  throw  out  these  few  observations;  he  viewed 
tbe  subject  as  pregnant  with  important  consequences, 
and  considered  that  our  best  interests  depended  upon 
punning  a  prudent  and  cautionary  course. 

Mr.  MOORB  said,  from  the  general  tenor  of  the  re- 
Bttrka  of  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Baowv,]  we  might  be  led  to  infer  that  a  very  different 
proposition  bad  been  submitted  from  the  one  now  pend- 
ing. No  proposition  had  been  proposed  involving 
the  neutrality  of  the  Government,  or  jeoparding  the 
peace  of  the  country;  yet  an  inference  of  this  kind 
was  fiurly  to  be  inferred  from  the  course  of  bis  remarks. 
,  Mr.  M.  said  he  was  very  sorry  when  a  petition  of  a 
kimiUr  kind  had  been  presented  on  a  former  occasion  by 
one  of  tjie  Senators  from  Ohio,  coming  from  the  citizens 
of  Cincinnati,  that  an  effort  should  have  been  made 
then,  as  was  now  made,  to  give  the  go-by  to  this  propo- 
aition,  and  cast  some  damper  upon  the  feelings  of  tbe 
patriotic  and  brave  Texans.  He  regretted  tbat  the  prop- 
osition to  hy  that  petition  on  the  table  (which,  as  far  as 
it  signifies  any  feeling,  was  an  expression  unfavorable  to 
the  cause  of  the  Texans)  should  have  come  from  the 
quarter  it  had. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  when  petitions  are  presented  here 
demanding  of  Congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  without  the  consent  of  the  owners  of  such 
slaves,  and  a  proposition  is  submitted  to  refuse  to  receive 
such  petitions  because  Cong^ss  is  considered  as  having 
no  constitutional  power  to  meddle  with  the  matter,  and 
that  it  would  be  highly  impolitic,  even  if  they  had  the 
power;  then  gentlemen  can  rise  and  talk  loud  and  long 
about  the  right  of  a  citizen  to  petition  for  the  redress  of 
grievances,  kc;  and  they  imagine  they  see  a  violation  of 
the  constitution  in  an  effort  to  close  the  door  to  these  peti- 
tions. Now,  (Mr.  M.  said,)  he  was  unwilling  to  ex- 
tend  to  these  petitioners  less  respect  than  had  been 
sbowQ  to. abolition  petitioners.    He  was  willing  to  go 


fitrther,  and  have  these  petitions  referred  to  an  enlight- 
ened committee. 

But,  said  he,  we  have  been  admonished  against  the 
propriety  of  using  reproachful  epithets  towards  the  head 
of  the  Mexican  Government  And  he  hoped  he  wouhi 
be  pardoned  if,  in  his  feelings,  he  should  not  be  able  to 
regard  such  admonition.  He  did  not  hesitate  to  say  that 
Santa  Anna's  deportment  towards  the  Texans  had  been 
not  only  marked  by  the  violation  of  all  rules  of  civilmed 
warfiire,  but  by  a  ferocity  and  barbarity— not  to  say  a 
violation  of  solemn  pledges — which  were  not  only  dishon- 
orable, but  even  beyond  what  might  have  been  looked 
for  from  a  Camanchean  savage. 

Mr.  M.  said  some  remarks  had  fallen  from  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Bbowv]  af  to  tbe  character 
of  the  Texan  war,  which  he  thought  were  not  only  not 
called  for,  but  not  authorized.  The  Texans  were  en- 
gaged in  an  unequal  and  fearful  contest— in  the  defence 
of  a  republican  constitution  and  liberty  against  a  military 
despot.  A  company  of  gentlemen  of  high  respectability, 
in  the  county  in  which  he  resided— his  neighbors*-^  hiid 
been  prompted  to  volunteer  in  this  cause  from  feelings 
of  honorable  sympathy  and  patriotism,  and  were  now 
under  the  Texan  banner,  if  not  sacrificed;  and  he  hoped 
they  were  not,  for  he  wished  them  success  most  cordial- 
ly. He  could  not  think  they  were  obnoxious  to  any 
censure  or  expression  of  feelings  such  as  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Bsowh]  had  gratuitously 
made. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  had  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  on  the 
floor  of  the  other  branch  of  the  national  Legislature 
when  the  honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
WxbstsbI  had  submitted  his  important  proposition  to 
aid  the  sumring  Greeks;  he  had  heard  him  then  with 
much  pleasure;  and  he  could  not  see  any  thin^  in  the 
present  proposition  so  reprehensible  as  he  had  intimated. 
He  was  not  disposed  to  violate  treaties  or  international 
law,  nor  to  compromit  the  neutrality  of  the  Government; 
but  was  willing  an  investigation  should  be  nwde,  and 
was  willing  to  do  whatever  could  be  done  with  proprie- 
ty. But  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Passroir] 
had  expressed  his  views  more  fully  and  eloquently  than 
he  was  able  to  do,  and  he  therefore  would  not  trespass 
longer. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  had  received  several  memo, 
rials  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia  of  the  same  character 
as  those  which  had  been  presented  by  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Passroir.]  He  had  intended  to 
present  them  this  morning  to  the  Senate,  but  was  pre- 
vented from  doing  so  at  the  proper  moment  by  an  acci- 
dental circumstance.  It  was  also  his  intention  to  have 
accompanied  their  presentation  by  some  remarks.  These 
he  thought  it  best  to  offer  now,  rather  than  to  wait  until 
to-morrow  morning,  and  then  become  instrumental  in 
getting  up  another  debate.  l*hese  memorials  asked 
Congress  *'  to  recognise  the  independence  of  Texas, 
and  at  such  time,  and  in  such  manner  as  may  be  deemed 
proper,  to  interpose  to  terminate  the  conflict  which  now 
rages  in  that  country.'* 

In  some  remarks  which  he  had  submitted  to  the  Sen- 
ate a  few  days  since,  and  which,  like  all  other  proceed- 
ings in  this  body,  had  been  much  misrepresented  abroad, 
he  had  indulged  the  feelings  of  a  man  and  an  American. 
What  he  then  had  uttered  were  the  sentiments  of  his 
heart  in  relation  to  the  existing  struggle  in  Texas.  But, 
when  he  was  called  upon  as  a  Senator  to  recognise  the 
independence  of  that  country,  he  thought  it  prudent  to 
refer  back  to  the  conduct  of  our  ancestors,  when  placed 
in  similar  circumstances,  and  to  derive  lessons  of  wis- 
dom from  their  example.  If  there  was  any  one  princi- 
ple of  our  public  policy  which  had  been  well  settled^- 
one  which  had  been  acted  upon  by  every  administration, 
and  which  had  met  the  approbation  not  only  of  this 
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oottntry«  but  of  every  civilized  Oovernment  with  which 
we  have  intercoune — it  was,  that  we  should  never  inter- 
fere in  the  domestic  concerns  of  other  nations.  Recog- 
nising in  the  people  of  every  nation  the  absolute  right 
to  adopt  such  form  of  government  as  they  thought 
proper,  we  have  always  preserved  the  strictest  neutrality 
between  the  parties  m  every  country  whilst  engaged  in 
civil  war.  We  have  left  all  nations  perfectly  free,  so  far 
as  we  are  concerned,  to  cstablisli,  to  maintain,  or  to 
change  their  forms  of  government,  according  to  their 
own  sovereign  will  and  pleasure. 

It  would,  indeed,  be  surprising— «nd,  more  than  this, 
it  would  be  unnatural — ^if  the  empathies  of  the  American 
people  should  not  be  deeply,  earnestly  enlisted  in  favor 
of  those  who  drew  the  sword  for  liberty  throughout  the 
world,  no  matter  where  it  was  raised  to  strike.  Beyond 
this  we  bad  never  proceeded.  The  peaceful  influence 
of  our  example  upon  other  nations  is  much  greater.  The 
cause  of  free  government  is  thus  more  eraciently  pro- 
moted than  if  we  should  waste  the  blood  and  treasure  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States  in  foreign  wars,  waged 
even  to  maintain  the  sacred  cause  of  liberty.  The  world 
must  be  persuaded — ^it  cannot  be  conquered.  Besides, 
we  can  never,  with  any  proper  regard  for  the  welfare 
of  our  constituents,  devote  (heir  energies  and  their  re- 
sources to  the  cause  of  planting  and  sustaining  free  in- 
stitutions among  the  people  of  other  nations. 

Acting  upon  these  principles,  we  have  always  recog- 
nised existing  Governments,  or  Governments  de  fado, 
whether  they  were  constitutional  or  despotic.  We  have 
the  same  amicable  relations  with  despotisms  as  with  free 
Governments,  because  we  have  no  right  to  quarrel  with 
the  people  of  any  nation  on  account  of  the  form  of  gov- 
ernment which  they  may  think  proper  to  adopt  or  to 
sanction.  It  is  their  aflfair-^not  ours.  We  would  not 
tolerate  such  interference  from  abroad,  and  we  ought  to 
demean  ourselves  towards  foreign  nations  as  we  should 
require  them  to  act  towards  ourselves. 

A  very  striking  illustration  of  this  principle  has  been 
presented,  during  the  present  administration,  in  the  case 
of  Portugal.  We  recognised  Don  Miguel's  Government, 
because  he  was  dt  Jatio  in  possession  of  the  throne,  ap- 
parently with  the  consent  of  the  Portuguese  people,  in 
this  respect,  Mr.  B.  believed  we  stood  alone,  or  nearly 
alone,  among  the  nations  of  the  earth.  When  he  was 
expelled  from  that  country,  and  the  present  Queen 
seemed  to  be  firmly  seated  upon  the  throne,  we  had  no 
difBculty,  pursuing  our  established  policy,  in  recognising 
ber  Government. 

A  still  more  striking  case,  and  one  to  the  very  point 
in  question,  had  occurred  during  Mr.  Monroe's  adminis- 
tration. The  Spanish  provinces  throughout  the  whole 
continent  of  America  had  raised  the  standard  of  rebel- 
lion against  the  King  of  Spain;  they  were  struggling  for 
liberty  against  oppression.  The  feelings  of  the  American 
people  were  devotedly  enlisted  in  their  favor.  Our  ar- 
dent wishes  and  our  prayers  for  their  success  continued 
throughout  the  whole  long  and  bloody  conflict.  But 
we  took  no  other  part  in  their  cause,  and  we  rendered 
them  no  assistance,  except  the  strong  moral  influence 
excited  over  the  world  by  our  well-known  feelings  and 
opinions  in  their  favor.  When  did  we  recognise  their 
independence?  Not  till  after  they  had  achieved  it  by 
tlieir  arms)  not  until  the  contest  was  over,  and  victory 
had  perched  upon  their  banners^  not  until  the  good  fight 
had  been  fought  and  won.  We  then  led  the  van  in  ac- 
knowledging their  independence.  But  until  they  were 
independent  in  fact,  we  resisted  every  effort,  and  every 
eloquent  appeal  which  was  made  in  their  behslf,  to  in- 
duce us  to  depart  from  the  settled  policy  of  the  coun- 
try. When  the  fact  of  their  actual  independence  was 
established,  we  then,  and  not  till  then,  did  acknowl- 
edge it. 


He  would  rejoice  ahould  similar  success  attend  the 
arms  of  the  Texans.  He  trusted  they  would  3ret  con- 
quer their  independence  against  the  myrmidone  of  San- 
ta Anna.  In  that  event,  there  was  do  man  in  the  country 
who  would  vote  more  cheerfully  to  recognise  it  than  him- 
self. Until  that  time  should  arrive,  be  must  continue  to 
act  upon  the  firmly  established  principle  which  had  been 
our  guide  for  nearly  half  a  century. 

Mr.  B.  believed  that  no  President  of  the  United  States 
had  ever  been  more  strongly  convinced  of  the  necessity 
of  maintaining  this  principle  inviolate  than  General  Jack- 
son. His  whole  conduct  towards  forei^  Governments 
had  made  this  manifest.  Whilst  he  requu'es  justice  from 
all,  be  treats  all  with  justice.  In  his  annual  message  at 
the  commencement  of  the  present  session,  he  informed 
Congress  that  instructions  had  been  given  to  the  United 
States  district  attorneys  to  prosecute  all  persons  who 
might  attempt  to  violate  our  neutrality  in  the  civil  war 
between  Mexico  and  Texas.  He  also  stated  that  he  hid 
appriied  the  Government  of  Mexico  that  we  ahould  re- 
quire the  integrity  of  our  territory  to  be  scrupulously 
respected  by  both  parties.  He  thus  declared  to  the 
world  not  only  that  we  had  determined  to  be  neutral  be- 
tween the  parties,  but  that  our  neutrality  must  be  re- 
spected by  both.  This  affords  abundant  evidence  of  hit 
disposition  neither  to  interfere  with  the  internal  concerns 
of  other  nations,  nor  to  submit  to  any  violation  of  the  law 
of  nations  by  them.  Mr.  B.  entertained  not  a  doubt 
that  this  line  of  conduct,  which  he  had  marked  out  for 
himself  in  the  beginning,  he  would  pursue  until  the  end, 
so  far  as  the  executive  Government  was  concerned. 

It  was  obviously  necessary  to  concentrate  a  atrong  mil- 
itary force  on  the  confines  of  Texas,  not  only  to  enforce 
our  neutrality,  but  to  protect  the  lives  and  property  of 
our  fellow-citizens.  l*his  had  been  done;  but  the  com- 
manding General  had  been  strictly  prohibited  from  act- 
ing except  on  the  defensive. 

.  Such  a  force  is  absolutely  necesssry  to  preserve  invio- 
late our  treaty  with  Mexico.  Under  it,  we  are  bound  to 
maintain  peace  among  the  Indian  nations  along  the  fron- 
tier of  the  two  countries,  and  to  restrain  the  Indians  with- 
in our  territory  by  force,  if  that  should  become  necessa- 
ry, from  making  war  upon  Mexico.  This  obligation  is 
reciprocal,  and  binds  both  parties.  If  the  Indians  from 
Texas  should  be  let  slip  upon  our  frontier;  if  they,  or 
Santa  Anna,  or  any  other  power,  should  attempt  to  invsde 
our  territory,  then  every  American  would  aay.  Repel 
force  by  force,  and  return  blow  for  blow.  Our  cause 
and  our  quarrel  would  then  be  just. 

But  let  us  not,  by  departing  from  our  settled  policy, 
give  rise  to  the  suspicion  that  we  have  got  up  this  war 
for  the  purpose  of  wresting  Texss  from  those  to  whom, 
under  the  raith  of  treaties,  it  justly  belongs.  Since  the 
treaty  with  Spain  of  1819,  there  can  no  longer  be  any 
doubt  but  that  this  province  is  a  part  of  Mexico.  He 
was  sorry  for  it;  but  such  waa  the  undeniable  fact.  Let 
us  then  follow  the  course  which  we  had  pursued,  under 
simitar  circumstances,  in  all  other  cases. 

Mr.  B.  said  his  blood  boiled  whilst  contemplating 
the  cruelties  and  barbarities  which  are  said  to  have  been 
committed  by  the  Mexicans  in  this  contest.  The  heart 
sickens  and  revolts  at  such  a  spectacle.  But,  as  an  Amer- 
ican Senator,  he  could  give  the  Texans  nothing  except 
his  prayers  and  his  good  wishes.  Mr.  B.  concluded 
with  presenting  the  petitions  to  which  he  had  referred. 

Mr.  SUePLEY  hoped  the  Senate  would  not  a|^ree  to 
print  the  memorials.  He  protested  against  giving  the 
countenance  of  publicity  to  these  petitions,  which  call  upon 
the  Government  to  interfere  between  Mexico  and  Tex- 
as, and  thus  to  destroy  thst  neutrality  which  it  is  the  ob- 
vious policy  of  the  United  SUtes  to  preserve.  He  would 
not  consent  to  give  any  sanction  to  the  opinions  of  these 
petitioners,  that  our  neutrality  ought  to  be  compromised. 
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The  petitions  had  been  presented,  and  read,  and  dis- 
cussed, and  had  thus  passed  throttg^h  all  the  customaiy 
processes!  Mid  nothing  more  was  necessary,  unless  it 
was  desired  to  influence  public  opinion  apiinst  the  Mex- 
icans. He  would  not  be  instrumental  in  propagating 
such  sentiments,  because  they  were  perfectly  errone- 
ous. Expressions  had  Alien  from  gentlemen  in  the 
Senate,  which,  perhaps,  it  would  have  been  better  had 
they  been  better  considered.  He  did  not  understand, 
by  the  language  of  this  letter  which  had  been  read,  that 
Stnta  Anna  gave  it  to  be  understood  that  he  intended 
to  come  to  Washington  in  the  attitude  of  an  aggressor; 
but  if  we*  are  the  aggressors  in  the  first  instance, 
that  he  would  then  pursue  the  troops  to  Washington. 
There  had  been  a  disposition  manifested,  and  he  was 
sorry  to  see  it  so  prevalent,  to  mix  up  the  general  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  in  this  controversy,  to 
hurry  us  into  a  state  of  war  with  Mexico.  But,  in  his 
opinion,  we  had  no  reason  for  war.  He  would  as  soon 
expend  his.  sympathies  upon  one  of  the  two  political 
parties  which  are  now  disturbing  the  tranquillity  of 
Spain,  as  permit  them  to  be  interested  in  the  conflict 
between  Mexico  and  Texas,  ft  was  a  war  of  the  same 
barbarous  character  /in  one  country  as  well  as  the  other, 
and  there  was  no  good  reason  why  the  feelings  of  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  should  not  as  well  be  rous- 
ed in  reference  to  old  Spain  as  to  Mexico,  especially  as 
the  Government  of  old  Spain  had  done  at  least  as  much 
for  liberty  as  that  of  Mexico.  For  one,  he  was  wholly 
opposed  to  giving  the  least  countenance  to  the  opinions 
expressed  in  these  memorials.  We  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  contest)  no  more  to  do  with  it,  and  should 
have  no  more  feelings  excited  concerning  it,  than  we 
have  for  all  those  who  are  oppressed  by  their  Govern- 
ments on  the  other  side  of  the  globe.  We  have  nothing 
to  do  beyond  the  defence  of  our  own  rights  and  liber- 
ties; and  the  most  cautious  policy  is  advisable  in  order 
that  we  may  not  compromise  our  neutrality  at  all.  He 
did  not  mean  to  say  that  to  indulge  our  sympathies  was 
wrong.  They  may  have  been  raised  entirely  by  the 
perusal  of  the  cruelties  perpetrated  in  Texas.  He 
hoped  it  was  so.  But  rt  was  possible  there  were  other 
natters  and  motives  which  had  their  influence  in  opera- 
ting on  the  feelings  of  a  great  number;  and,  if  so,  any 
sympathies  arising  from  such  a  source  were  unworthy 
of  respect  and  consideration.  He  hoped  the  memorials 
would  not  be  printed. 

Mr.  WEBSTEH  expressed  his  hope  that  the  memo- 
rials would  be  printed,  because  the  refusal  to  print 
might  be  construed  into  a  mark  of  disrespect.  He 
hoped  the  Senator  from  Maine  would  not  press  his  op- 
position to  the  motion,  as  he  thought  it  best  to  avoid 
cTen  the  appearance  of  disrespect  to  the  memorialists. 
He  had  only  further  to  say  that  he  had  heard  no  Senator 
offer  any  apology  or  excuse,  on  this  floor,  for  the  per- 
son at  the  head  of  the  Mexican  Government,  for  any  act, 
or  any  imputed  act,  of  barbarous  or  cruel  conduct.  He 
repeated  bis  hope,  however,  that  Senators  would  not 
indulge  in  the  expression  of  offensive  epithets  in  refer- 
ence to  that  person,  until  they  knew  something  certain- 
ly in  regard  to  his  conduct  which  would  warrant  such 
language. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  memorials  on  the  table,  and  to 
print  them,  was  then  put,  aud  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

WESTERN  FRONTIER. 

The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  took  up 
the  bill  from  the  other  House,  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  accept  the  services  of  volunteers, 
and  to  raise  an  additional  regiment  of  dragoons  or  mount- 
ed riflemen. 

There  was  some  diKUssion  in  reference  to  this  bill, 
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in  the  course  of  which  the  bill  was  amended  so  as  to  au* 
thorize  the  number  of  volunteers  to  be  raised  at  10,000 
men,  and  to  confine  themselves  to  repelling  Indian  in* 
▼asions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PRESTON,  the  authority  given  to 
the  President  in  these  words:  "and  shall  appoint  the 
neceasary  oflicers,"  waa  amended  by  adding  *'  above 
the  rank  of  captain,  which  appointments  shall  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate  for  its  advice  and  approval  at  ita 
next  session." 

Mr.  SWIFT  moved  to  recommit  the  bill. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS  moved  to  add  to  the  motion  an  in« 
struction  to  report  the  bill  with  a  provision  to  raise  the 
army  to  the  same  peace  establishment  as  that  in  which 
it  was  placed  at  the  termination  of  the  war  in  1815. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Nicholas,  to  add  instructions,  the  motion  waa  nega- 
tived. 

The  bill  waa  then  recommitted. 

(»n  motion  of  Mr.  SHEPLEY, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


TuxsDAT,  Mat  10. 
RELATIONS  WITH  FRANCE. 


The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States: 

Wasrixotox,  May  10,  1836. 

7b  the  Senate  and  Houh  of  JUpreeentatives.- 

Information  has  been  received  at  the  Treasury  De- 
partment that  the  four  instalments  under  our  treaty  with 
France  have  been  paid  to  the  agent  of  the  United  States. 
In  communicating  this  satisfactory  termination-of  our 
controversy  with  France,  I  feel  assured  that  both  Houses 
of  Congress  will  unite  with  me  in  desiring  and  believing 
that  the  anticipations  of  the  restoration  of  the  ancient 
cordial  relations  between  the  two  countries,  expressed 
in  my  former  messages  on  this  subject,  will  be  speedily 
realized.  No  proper  exertion  of  mine  ahall  be  wanting 
to  efface  the  remembrance  of  those  misconceptions  that 
have  temporarily  interrupted  the  accustomed  intercourse 
between  them. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

The  message  was  laid  on  the  table. 

NAVY  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SOUTHARD,  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  1836, 
was  taken  up  as  returned  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives. ' 

All  the  amendments  of  the  House  were  concurred  in, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  SOUTHARD,  excepting  part  of  the 
following  amendment  made  by  the  House: 

*<  The  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  here- 
by is,  authorized,  if  in  his  opinion  the  public  interest 
shall  require,  to  send  out  a  surveying  and  exploring  ex- 
pedition to  the  Pacific  Ocean  and  South  Seas:  and  for 
that  purpose  to  employ  a  sloop  of  war,  and  to  purchase 
or  provide  such  other  small  vessels  as  may  be  necessary 
and  proper  to  render  the  said  expedition  efilcient  and 
useful;  and,  for  this  purpose,  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  fif^y  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated  {  and,  in  addition  thereto,  if  ne- 
cessary, the  President  of  the  United  States  is  authorized 
to  use  other  means  in  the  control  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars, for  the  objects  required." 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  nnoved  to  strike  out  so  much  of  the 
above  amendment  as  is  contained  in  the  following  words: 
**  if  in  his  opinion  the  public  interest  shall  require." 
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On  this  proposition  Mr.  HILL  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered;  and  the  question  being  taken 
on  Mr.  SonTBARo's  motion,  it  was  decided  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Clay,  Clayton,  Davis, 
Ewing  of  Ohio,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  Kent, 
Knight,  Leigh,  Linn,  Naudain,  Niles,  Prentiss,  Rives, 
Bobbins,  Buggies,  Sbepley,  Southard,  Swift,  Tallnaadge, 
Tomlinson,  Walker,  White— 26. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Hill,  King  of  Georgia,  Wright— 3. 

The  amendment  of  the  House,  as  amended,  was  then 
concurred  in. 

SPANISH  CONVENTION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY,  the  Senate  took  up  the  bill 
to  carry  into  effect  the  convention  between  the  United 
States  and  Spain. 

This  bill  had  been  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  With  an  amendment  striking  out  the 
whole  of  the  bill  from  the  House,  and  inserting  the  Sen- 
ate bill,  which  provides  that  the  funds  received  under 
the^reaty  referred  to  should  be  distributed  by  the  At- 
torney General  instead  of  a  board  of  commissioners; 
which  amendment,  after  some  explanation  by  Messrs. 
CLAY,  TALLMADGE,  and  WHITE,  was  agreed  to. 

Sundry  amendments  were  proposed  by  the  committee 
to  amend  verballv,  so  as  to  strike  out  in  several  parts  of 
the  bill  the  words  **  commissioners  and  their  officers,'* 
and  insert  the  words  "  Attorney  General  and  his  secre- 
tary." 

The  amendments  were  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

After  taking  up  and  disposing  of  a  large  number  of 
other  bills, 

Tbe  Senate  adjourned. 


WsDWSSDAT,  Mat  11. 
MEXICO. 

Mr.  CLAY,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
to  which  was  referred  the  message  of  the  President  of 
tbe  United  States  concerning  an  additional  article  in  the 
treaty  with  Mexico,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  carry- 
ing into  effect  the  treaty  of  limits  with  the  Government 
of  Mexico^  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  CLAY*8aid  that  the  bill  was  in  exact  conformity 
with  the  former  one,  and  was  intended  to  revive  the 
commission  which  Bad  expired  in  consequence  of  the 
expiratioa  of  the  treaty.  The  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations  were  desirous  that  it  should  pass  wiUiout  delay. 
There  was  a  peculiar  propriety  in  so  passing  it,  result- 
ing from  our  existing  relations  with  Mexico.  A  survey 
was  to  be  made;  and  we  were  endeavoring  to  ascertain, 
as  precisely  as  possible,  the  true  boundary  line  between 
that  country  and  our  own.  In  the  mean  time,  the  Gene- 
ral connmanding  our  forces  in  that  quarter  bad  taken  up 
a  position  in  or  near  this  disputed  territory.  Existing 
circumstances  were  such  as  to  make  it  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  proper  officers  should  be  authorized  to  carry 
out  the  provisions  of  the  treaty;  thereby  evincing  the 
sincerity  of  our  intentions,  and  the  fidelity  with  which 
we  adhered  to  our  eniragements. 

Tbe  bill  provided  for  the  services  of  a  commissioner 
and  surveyor,  but  not  for  those  of  a  clerk.  A  provisional 
appropriation  was  introduced,  however,  to  pay  tlie 
salary  of  such  olRcer,  and  the  Executive  empowered  to 
appoint  him  if  it  was  deemed  necessary. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time,  and  was  order- 
ed to  be  engrossed  for  a  tiiird  reading. 

RESCINDING  A  RESOLUTION. 

Mr.  Wbitx's  resolution,  offered  some  time  since,  on 
the  subject  of  rescinding  the  renolution  oF  March,  1834, 


which  Mr.  Bxittov's  resolution  proposes  to  expanse, 
being  taken  up  and  read — 

Mr.  WHITE  said  be  wished  to  have  an  opportunity 
to  take  the  sense  of  the  Senate  on  this  resolution  during 
the  present  session^  and  be  should  feel  it  to  be  his  duty 
to  present  the  views  which  his  own  mind  had  taken  <)f 
the  subject.  But  as  be  did  not  wish  to  retard  the  pro- 
gress of  the  appropriation  bills,  if  any  gentleman  desired 
to  bring  forward  an  appropriation  bill,  be  would  postpone 
bis  resolution. 

Mr.  BENTON  signifying  a  wish  to  take  up  tbe  fortlfi- 
cation  bill, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  the  resolution  was  poit 
poned,  and  made  the  special  order  for  Monday  neit. 

FORTIFICATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  purchase  of  sites,  for  the  collection  of 
materials,  and  for  the  construction  of  fortifications,  vaa 
taken  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  following  items  vrre 
stricken  out  of  the  bill  in  pursuance  of  the  recommemii- 
tions  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 
For  fortifications  at  Provincetown,    •  -      $50,000 

For  works  on  the  Delaware,  at  the  outlet  of 

the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal,  -  ^^i^^ 
For  fortifications  to  cover  the  artificial  harbor 

at  Cape  llenlopen,  ...      150,000 

For  a  fort  at  Cedar  point,  on  the  Patuxcnt 

river, 100,003 

For  fortifications  at  the  mouth  of  the  St. 

Mary's  river,  Georgia,       -  -  -       50,(K)0 

For  steam  batteries,  to  strike  out  the  appro- 
priation of  $660,000,  and  insert  $100,000, 
making  a  deduction  in  this  item  of  •      560,000 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill  bj 
adding  an  additional  section  making  an  appropriation  of 
$30,000  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  a  board  of  olBcers 
to  examine  sites,  make  surveys,  &c.,  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  the  best  plan  of  fortifications,  and  the  ^ 
eligible  situations  for  them;  which  motion  was  carried' 
Mr.  BENTON  then  submitted  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

To  strike  out  $101,000  for  fortifications  at  Penobscot 
bay,  and  insert  $75,000  for  the  year  1836,  and  |75,G00 
for  the  year  1837. 

Mr.  B.  observed  that  this  was  in  pursuance  of  the  rec- 
ommendations of  the  Secretary  of  War,  that  wben  ap- 
propriations are  to  be  made  for  fortifications,  it  wou'"^ 
be  better  for  the  public  service  to  make  the  whole  ap- 
propriation at  once,  so  that  the  officers  might  know  the 


principU 

in  this  bill  was  to  provide  in  one  year  for  what  was  pr<»* 
posed  to  be  done  in  two  years.  The  object  was  to  pre* 
vent  delay  in  commencing  the  work  early  in  the  aeason- 
The  officers  employed  to  carry  it  on  would  have  ^i®* 
to  engage  persons  to  do  it,  and  to  invite  coirip^^'^'^"* 
whereas,  when  delayed  till  the  summer,  they  bad  to  eio- 
ploy  laborers  at  an  advanced  price;  and  the  consequerci 
was,  that  the  same  amount  of  work  cost  the  Goveraioc" 
more  than  it  ought  to  do.  . 

Mr.  WHITE  imderstoud  the  recommendstioni  of  tue 
Secretary  of  War  were  to  appropriate  such  »"®' f 
would  be  necessary  to  finUth  the  fiirtifications  alrea^ 
commenced,  and  to  re-examine  the  whole  system  u"^  ^ 
a  board  of  examination  for  that  purpose.  He  •>f''^!*j^ 
we  ought  to  re-examine  it  to  see  whether  the  p'*- 
might  not  be  reduced  to  one  of  greater  econoinf* 
his  (Mr.  W's)  view,  they  ought  to  strike  out  «vpry  '•r 
propriation  to  new  fortifications  in  the  hill.  [Mf-  Yl\ 
TON  here  remarked,  there  were  none  but  new  'o^' 
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ikatlons  in  the  bill.]  To  wbich  Mr.  MT.  replied,  that  he 
then  would  go  for  striking  out  the  whole.  The  Secre- 
tary of  War»  in  bis  report,  had  said  that,  «  before  any 
expenses  should  be  incorr^  for  new  works,  a  thorough 
re-examination  should  be  made,"  and  that  he  would 
organize  a  board  for  that  purpose.  And  as  to  all  those 
pUces  where  be  was  certain  that  fortifications  would  be 
necessary,  he  bad  pointed  out  a  re-examination  of  thero, 
to  see  whether  an  improvement  in  the  plan  might  not  be 
made,  and  had  recommended  the  amount  necessary  to 
be  expended  for  those  objects.  But  in  no  case  of  new 
fortifications  had  he  recommended  an  appropriation 
without  a  rc-ezamination.  Mr.  W.  was  opposed  to  the 
principle  of  making  appropriations  for  a  series  of  years. 
If  made  from  year  to  year,  their  expenditure  could  be 
better  examined;  and  so  careful  were  the  fraroers  of  the 
constitution  on  this  point,  that  there  was  an  express  pro- 
hibition that  appropriations  should  be  made  for  a  longer 
period  than  two  years.  He  was  opposed  to  all  new  ap- 
propriations until  they  had  the  benefit  of  new  and  im* 
proved  plans. 

After  some  renoarks  from  Mr.  RU6GLES, 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  said  that  the  position  in  which  the 
bill  under  consideration  was  now  placed  induced  him 
to  make  a  very  few  rennarka,  his  views  on  the  bill  hav- 
ing been  prettj^  fully  given  on  a  former  occasion. 

When  this  bill  was  taken  up  this  morning,  the  Senator 
from  Missoari  [Mr.  Bxjttok]  had  moved  to  strike  out 
various  appropriations,  amounting  to  something  more 
than  a  million  of  dollars,  making  a  reduction  of  that  sum 
from  the  amount  of  appropriations  in  a  bill  which  they 
were  so  confidently  called  on  a  short  time  since  to  sup- 
port. He  thought  tfiat,  perhaps,  by  a  little  further  delay, 
they  might  poaaibly  find  another  million  stricken  out.  So 
far  as  it  regarded  the  million  having  been  stricken  out, 
he  had  no  objection,  and  would  not  have  objected  to 
the  process  being  carried  on  further. 

There  was  now  a  new  principle  proposed,  which  was, 
that  the  new  works  be  commenced,  and  sppropriating 
the  whole  amount,  and  dividing  it  into  two  years,  and 
the  next  appropriation  into  three  years.  He  (Mr.  S.) 
bid  at  least  doubts  as  to  new  fortifications  being  com' 
menced  before  old  ones  were  completed.  He  believed 
it  to  be  the  true  policy  of  the  country  to  complete*  the 
old  ones  first,  because  they  were  the  primal^  ones,  and 
the  most  important  to  the  country,  and,  if  neglected, 
will  fall  to  ruin.  He  would  have  no  diflSculty  in  voting 
for  appropriations  to  complete  them,  provided  they 
were  not  so  Urge  as  that  they  could  not  be  economically 
expended.  As  no  appropriations  were  made  last  year, 
it  woul<l  perhaps  be  proper  to  increase  the  ordinary  ap- 
propriations for  this  year.  But  there  waa  a  certain  limit 
beyond  which  they  oould  not  go,  without  they  were  re- 
gardless of  economy.  He  felt  reluctant  to  commence 
sny  new  fortifications,  unless  they  could  go  on  with  the 
o4d  ones;  and,  according  to  the  reports,  they  could  not 
command  the  labor  of  the  country  beyond  the  comple- 
tion of  the  old  fortifications^  without  pressing  upon  the 
businen  and  interests  of  the  country .  He  was  of  the 
opinion  that  all  that  could  be  expended  the  present 
year,  might  be  expended  in  completing  and  arming  the 
old  fortifications,  if  it  were  true  that  injustice  had 
been  done  to  Maine,  or  that  iiijustice  had  been  done  to 
New  Jeney,  let  justice,  he  said,  be  done  to  them  here- 
after. Mr.  S«  spoke  of  a  change  in  the  opinions  of 
publie  officers  in  regard  to  the  system  of  fortifications, 
•nd  of  the  great  number  of  men  necessary  to  be  armed 
>n  occupying  them.  Every  day  was  adding  nerve  to 
the  arm  of  our  defence  in  our  increase  of  wealth  and 
population,  and  there  was  consequently  a  great  change 
m  the  necessity  of  carrying  out  that  system  to  its  full 
extent  Then  the  difficulty  was,  as  to  what  point  they 
»ould  stop  at.    The  Secretary  of  War  did  not  think  it 


necessary  to  carry  on  that  system.  Take  Penobscot,  or 
any  other  place  mentioned  in  the  bill;  and,  he  asked, 
was  the  system  of  fortification  proposed  for  that  point 
precisely  such  as  they  would  adopt  at  this  day?  He  re- 
garded that  amendment,  offered  this  morning,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  hoard  of  officers,  worth  more  than  the  whole 
bill.  Mr.  S.  said  the  time  would  come  when  our  whole 
coast  would  be  defended  with  steam.  Our  batteries  on 
the  coast  would  be  floating  batteries,  instead  of  batte- 
ries on  land.  Batteries  on  our  inlets  and  peninsula  bays, 
as  they  were  termed,  would  be  worth  more  than  in  any 
other  location.  They  needed  information  on  both  these 
poinU.  The  Senator  from  Maine,  in  speaking  of  the 
delay  of  the  defences  of  the  country,  had  asked  where 
was  the  fortification  bill?  He  (Mr.  S.)  too  asked  where 
it  was?  He  meant  the  ordinary  fortification  bill.  Here 
was  a  bill  on  their  tables,  not  originating  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  where  the  fortification  bill  usually 
originated,  but  which  was  called  a  fortification.  He  un- 
derstood the  ordinary  fortification  bill  was  now  on  their 
tables,  and  he  would  therefore  prefer  that  this  bill 
should  be  delayed  until  it  was  acted  on.  He  must  vote 
against  this  whole  bill,  if  compelled  to  vote  now,  with 
>the  exception  of  the  provisions  for  surveys  and  steam 
batteries.  He  intendea  to  propose  that  the  bill  be  laid 
on  the  table:  as  a  million  of  dollars  of  the  appropriation 
bad  been  stricken  out,  he  was  not  prepared  to  say  what 
would  be  the  effect  on  the  remainder. 

Mr.  WHITE  thought  that  it  would  be  very  unwise  to 
adopt  any  plan  for  fortifications  wbich  there  was  danger 
they  might  have  to  abandon  hereafter.  The  plan  ought 
to  be  well  considered,  estimates  and  surveys  furnished, 
and  all  the  necessary  information  obtained  from  scientific 
and  practical  men,  before  they  commenced  expenditures 
for  such  important  works  as  were  intended  to  endure 
fur  ages.  It  would  be  remarked,  tliat  when  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  was  brought  in,  two  plans  were 
before  Congress:  one  was,  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  entirely  new  works,  then  before  them;  and  the  other 
was  the  customary  fortification  bill,  making  appropria- 
tions for  such  fortifications  as  were  already  in  a  state  of 
progress.  Upon  looking  at  the  report.  It  plainly  ap- 
peared that  the  Secretary  recommended  (all  apprehen- 
sions of  a  war  with  a  foreign  power  having  ceased,  and 
there  being  full  time  for  the  necessary  preparations  and 
examinations  for  ne^  works^  that  appropriations  for 
these  should  be  suspended  till  such  examination  were 
made;  while  he  advised  that  they  should  progress,  as 
rapidly  as  circumstances  would  permit,  with  the  works 
already  begun.  Immediately  at\er,  the  Secretary  re- 
commended the  creation  of  a  board  of  officers  for  the 
examination,  as  well  of  the  old  works  as  for  surveys  and 
examinations  for  contemplated  new  ones,  to  determine 
on  the  best  plans  for  improving  the  one  and  for  com- 
mencing and  completing  the  other.  The  Secretary  also 
said,  that  if  the  appropriations  were  early  made,  most  of 
the  new  works  could  be  put  in  operation  this  season:  but 
he  went  on  to  add,  that,  unless  the  corps  of  engineers 
were  increased,  it  would  be  unnecessary  to  make  any  ap- 
propriations, because  the  number  of  officers  now  in  the 
corps  was  barely  sufficient  to  attend  to  the  completion  of 
the  old  works;  and  as  there  would  be  no  officers  to  su- 
perintend the  disbursement  of  the  money,  it  mult  lie  idle. 
Mr.  W.  here  made  quotations  from  the  report  of  tlie 
Secretary  of  War.  His  interpretation  of  this  report  was, 
that  the  Secretary  recommended  that  they  should  create 
this  board  of  officers  for  examinations  and  surveys,  and, 
in  the  mean  time,  appropriate  #100,000  for  making  ex- 
periments for  the  improvement  of  steam  batteries,  and 
go  on  as  rapidly  as  possible  with  the  old  works.  We 
would  then  get  the  advantage  of  all  the  improvements  in 
steam  machinery  that  were  advancing  from  day  to  day, 
have  the  benefit  of  the  information  and  suggestions  of 
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this  board  of  officers,  and,  at  the  same  time,  have  the  \ 
country  protected  to  a  considerable  extent  by  the  com- 
pletion of  tlie  old  works.  Why  should  they,  he  asked, 
depriTe  themselves  of  all  these  advantages,  at  a  time 
when  there  was  no  prospect  of  hostility  from  any  foreign 
Power,  bv  unnecessary  hasted  It  did  seem  to  him  that 
it  would  be  an  unwis6  -and  improvident  expenditure  of 
mone^  to  commence  any  new  works  that  they  might 
find  it  necessary  hereafter  to  abandon,  because  not 
adapted  to  the  situation  of  the  country,  the  improve* 
ments  of  the  age,  and  the  purposes  for  which  they  were 
intended. 

Mr.  SHEPLEY  contended  that  the  opinion  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  had  been  misconstrued.  He  thought  the 
Secretary  had  declared  the  reverse  of  an  opinion  that 
we  should  not  proceed  with  new  fortifications  during  the 
present  year.  Mr.  8.  adverted  to  the  language  of  the 
report  of  that  officer,  in  which  he  had  said  that  it  could 
not  be  doubted  that  fortifications  at  certain  points,  des- 
ignated in  this  bill,  would  be  necessary;  and  that  it  would 
be  to  the  interest  of  the  country  that  they  be  constructed. 
Here,  then,  was  a  decided  opmion  expressed  in  favor  of 
these  new  fortifications;  and  let  the  vote  be  what  it 
might,  he  hoped,  if  it  was  against  the  bill,  it  would  not 
be  claimed  to  be  based  on  the  position  that  it  was  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of 
War.  There  was  none  so  blind  as  those  who  would  not 
tee.  But  for  those  who  desired  to  come  to  the  light  in 
regard  to  the  fortification  at  Penobscot  bay,  they  would 
find  that  all  had  been  done  there  that  could  throw  any 
light  on  the  subject.  An  examination  in  detail  had  been 
made,  and  no  further  knowledge  could  be  acquired. 
They  had  all  the  necessary  information  before  them  now, 
in  relation  to  the  necessity,  importance,  and  expense  of 
the  work. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  said,  as  there  had  been  upwards  of 
a  million  of  dollars  of  the  appropriations  stricken  out  of 
the  bill  by  various  amendments,  which  changed  the  fea- 
tures of  it,  and  in  order  that  they  might  better  understand 
the  bill  as  amended,  he  would  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table, 
and  that  it  be  printed  in  its  amended  form. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  wished  to  see  the  bill  as  it 
then  stood,  tnd  hoped  the  motion  to  print  would  prevail. 

Mr.  BENTON  observed  that  it  was  wholly  unneces- 
sary to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  for  Uie  purpose  of  print- 
ing it.  Any  gentleman  might  in  a  moment  see  it  in  the 
shape  in  which  it  then  stood,  by  getting  from  the  Sec- 
retary the  items  that  were  stricken  out,  and  drawing  his 
pen  through  them  on  the  bill  which  belonged  to  his  file. 

Mr.  EWING  moved  that  the  Senate  adjourn:  lost^ 
Ayes  17,  noes  21 . 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  then  withdrew  his  motion  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table,  and  moved  to  print  the  amendmenta. 

This  motion  was  also  lost:  Ayes  17,  noes  21. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING  of  Alabama,  the  Senate  then 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive  business; 
after  which. 

It  adjourned. 

Thussdat,  Mat  12. 
FORTIFICATIONS. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  purchase  of 
sites,  the  collection  of  materials,  and  for  the  construc- 
tion of  fortifications,  was  taken  up  as  the  special  order 
of  the  day;  the  question  being  on  Mr.  Biktov's  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  the  appropriation  of  $101,000  for  forti- 
fications at  Penobscot  bay,  and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof 
$75,000  to  be  applied  to  the  same  object  in  the  year 
1836,  and  #75,000  in  the  year  1837. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  was  not  disposed  to  depart  from  the 
usual  course  of  legislation  in  this  case.  Bills  for  fortifi- 
cations usually  originated  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 


and  the  Senate  could  add  to  or  reduce  the  amount  of 
appropriations  contained  in  them,  as  they  thought  pn>> 
per.  They  had  before  them  two  propositions:  to  com- 
plete old  and  to  erect  new  fortifications.  He  thought 
they  ought,  as  far  as  possible,  to  complete  the  old  forti- 
fications before  new  ones  were  taken  up.  By  paming 
the  course  indicated,  which  was  that  of  w«ting  for  tbe 
action  of  the  other  House,  it  would  nrerent  confiisioii, 
caused  by  the  Senate  sending  their  fortification  bill  to 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  the  House  of  Repre 
sentatives  sending  theirs  to  the  Senate;  while  both 
branches  would  be  acting  on  the  same  subject  in  dis- 
tinct bills.  Mr.  C.then  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
Ubie. 

Mr.  BENTON  demanded  the  yets  and  nays. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  thought  the  Senator  from  Missoun 
[Mr.  Bsrrov]  would  jeopardise  the  bill  by  taVmgit  op 
now,  when  the  Senate  was  so  thin,  and  suggested 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  let  it  Tie  over  until  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  the  Senator  firom  1>e1awsre  M 
shown  a  disposition  throughout  to  go  on  with  the  fortifi- 
cations, and  had  manifested  that  disposition  while  kit- 
ing  with  him  on  the  committeet  and  there  was  no  one  to 
whose  suggestions  he  would  listen  with  more  respect 
than  his.  But,  under  the  circumstances,  be  was  not 
willing  to  postpone  it  any  longer. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  was  not  disposed  to  elude  the  qoes- 
tion,  but  wished  to  meet  it  fairly, 

Mr.  CAUiovir's  motion  was  then  rejected— yeu  ir» 
nays  22,  as  follows: 

TxAs — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Diris, 
Ewing  of  Ohio,  Kent,  Knight,  Leigh,  Moore,  Naudiin, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Bobbins,  Southard,  Swift,  Tomlio- 
son.  White— 17. 

l^j^TS— 'Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Guthbert, 
Ewing  of  Illinois,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Hubbard, 
King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  McRean,  Morris,  Nicholas,  NiH 
Rives,  Ruggles,  Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  W»lli 
Wright— 22. 

Mr.  BENTON  observed  that  the  fairest  way  of  getting 
at  the  whole  matter  would  be  to  take  the  question  sug- 
gested by  the  argument  of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee 
yesterday;  that  was,  on  a  motion  to  strike  out  all  the 
new  works.  This  would  be  the  best  way  of  getting  >t 
the  sense  of  the  Senate;  and  he  would  withdraw  bis 
smendment,  in  order  to  give  the  gentlenosn  an  opporta- 
nity  of  making  a  motion  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  WHITE  would  not  submit  any  mothm  to  strike 
out;  and  if  any  of  the  fortifications  were  to  be  retained, 
he  was  inclined  to  think  there  was  as  much  merit  in  the 
fortifications  at  Penobscot  bay  as  any  other.  His  objec- 
tions were  to  appropriating  the  whole  sum  in  gross,  to 
be  expended  in  different  years.  He  had  made  no  mo- 
tion, and  would  not  make  any  now. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  on  the  subject  of  fortifications  was  one  of  the  ablest 
state  papers  he  had  ever  read.  He  believed  it  had  met 
with  the  decided  approbation  of  every  member  of  tbe 
Senate.  The  views  of  the  Secretary  were  practical 
and  commended  themselves  to  the  common  sense  of  iH 
of  us,  whether  military  men  or  not.  The  principles  ^' 
tablished  by  that  report  were,  that  it  would  be  vain  and 
impracticable  for  us  to  attempt  to  erect  fortifications 
along  our  coast  at  every  point  where  an  enemy  n>>f||| 
effect  a  landing;  and  if  we  even  could  do  so,  it  wooh) 
render  a  large  standing  army  necessary  to  provide  tlieo 
all  with  garrisons,  and  would  thus  be  in  opposition  to 
the  genius  of  our  institutions.  That  fortifications  should 
only  be  erected  to  defend  our  commercial  cities  froni 
the  attack  of  an  enemy;  and  these  ought  to  be  construct- 
ed merely  for  the  purpoae  of  resisting  an  assault  by  ie*j 
because  it  was  not  to  bs  imagined  that  an  enemy  would 
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or  could  ever  sit  down  before  them  on  the  land  side, 
and  besiege  them  regularly,  according  to  the  European 
custom.  The  principles  of  this  report  would  not  only 
reduce  the  number  of  our  fortifications,  but  their  size, 
and  consequently  the  expense  of  their  construction. 
This,  with  him,  was  an  important  object,  as  he  should 
never  be  willing  to  involve  the  country  in  unnecessary 
expenditures,  merely  because  we  had  a  large  surplus  in 
the  Treasury. 

What,  then,  did  the  present  bill,  as  it  had  been  amend- 
ed, propose?  Simply  to  appropriate  money  for  the  erec- 
tion of  those  fortifications  which  had  been  specially  rec- 
ommended by  the  Secretary  of  War  as  necessary  for  the 
defence  of  our  commercial  cities.  Was  there  a  single 
Senator  who  did  not  admit  that  it  was  necessary  to  erect 
fortifications  at  the  proposed  points?  He  believed  we 
vere  unanUnous  upon  this  subject.  Then  what  was  the 
question?  It  was  one  merely  of  time.  Shall  we  appropri- 
ate the  money  this  year,  or  wait  until  the  next?  For  his 
part,  he  was  ready  and  willing  to  concur  in  what  he  un- 
derstood to  have  been  distinctly  recommended  by  the 
Secretary,  and  make  the  appropriations  at  once.  It  was 
true  that  he  had  also  suggested  the  propriety  of  estab- 
lishing a  board  of  engineers  for  the  purpose  of  making 
further  surreys  and  examinations  before  any  of  the  works 
should  be  commenced,  and  had  asked  an  appropriation 
for  this  purpose.  But  why  should  we  delay  making  the 
appropriations  for  the  construction  of  the  works  until 
this  was  done?  Several  of  these  fortifications  had  been 
already  surveyed;  and,  in  regard  to  these,  all  that  was 
necessarj',  before  commencing  their  construction,  was 
to  reduce  their  dimensions  to  the  standard  of  the  report. 
As  soon  as  this  was  done,  they  might  be  commenced  im- 
mediately. At  an  early  period  of  the  session,  we  had 
resohrcd  unanimously  in  favor  of  making  all  necessary 
appropriations  for  the  defence  of  the  country.  The 
Treasury  was  now  full;  and  he  could  perceive  no  good 
reason  for  postponing  until  the  next  year  what  we  might 
w  well,  and  better,  do  at  the  present  session.  Let  us 
place  the  money  at  the  disposition  of  the  Department, 
And  let  the  fortifications  be  commenced  as  soon  as  the 
preliminary  surveys  could  be  completed. 

Mr.  BWINO  concurred  with  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
jylvania  as  to  the  general  import  of  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War;  and  also  concurred  with  him  in  the 
opinion  that  it  was  a  very  able  state  paper.  He  further 
agreed  with  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  that  the 
question  as  to  the  construction  of  these  fortifications  was* 
the  proper  time  for  commencing  them.  Now,  from  all 
lie  could  gather  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary,  it  ap- 
peared that  there  would  be  no  advantage  to  be  obtained 
oy  commencing  these  works  at  this  time;  and  that  it 
would  be  a  departure  from  the  well-established  policy 
or  this  Government  to  go  on  with  them  before  making 
the  necessary  surveys  and  estimates.  It  would  appear 
irom  the  SecreUry's  report  that  there  were  •  certain 
Works  which  did  not  need  examination;  but,  on  turning 
w  another  page,  it  would  be  seen  that  the  Secretary 
nys  that  a  re-examination  should  be  made  in  every  case, 
"in  order  to  apply  these  principles."  The  Secretary 
told  them  that  the  whole  plan  was  originally  deficient, 
though  well  adapted  to  the  situation  of  the  country  at 
roe  time;  but  that  it  was  now  inefficient,  and  ought  to 
be  changed.  Mr.  E.  continued  his  objections  to  making 
appropriations  for  new  works  before  the-necessary  sur- 
veys and  estimates  were  made,  and  contended  that  they 
ought  to  wait  for  the  result  of  the  examinations  of  this 
Inard  of  officers  to  be  appointed  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  SecreUry  of  War.  If  this  bill  should  now 
he  passed,  it  would  take  some  time  to  get  it  through  the 
other  House.  The  bill  to  increase  the  corps  of  engi- 
neers  must  alto  be  passed  by  that  bodv;  and  it  would 
t&ke  some  time  to  get  them  together  and  instruct  them; 


and,  therefore,  under  all  these  unavoidable  deUys,  no 
use  could  be  made  of  the  appropriations  this  season.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  these  appropriations  at  this  time 
would  only  have  the  effect  of  changing  the  deposites  of 
the  public  moneys  in  the  deposite  banks  from  the  name 
of  the  United  States  to  the  names  of  the  disbursing  offi- 
cers. It  would  be  nothing  more;  for  the  money  must 
remain  in  these  banks  without  a  possibility  of  using  It. 

Mr.  PRESTON  said  that  laborers  had  by  thia  time 
probably  made  their  arrangements  for  employment  du- 
ring the  season,  and  no  doubt  great  inconvenience  would 
arise  in  procuring  them;  and  if  procured,  it  would  be  at 
an  increased  expense.  There  were  two  fortification 
bills:  one  emanating  from  the  Military  Committee,  desig- 
nating the  points  of  location;  and  the  other  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  making  the  necessary  appropria- 
tions. Heretofore  the  practice  had  been  for  the  other 
House  to  originate  these  bills;  and  the  fault  of  the  delay 
was  not  properly  the  fault  of  the  Senate,  but  of  the 
House  of  Representatives.  The  Senate  now  went  into 
the  consideration  of  one  branch  of  this  subject,  while 
they  were  led  in  the  dark  in  regard  to  the  other.  The 
Military  Committee,  at  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion, found  us  under  peculiar  circumstances.  We  were 
then  threatened  with  a  war,  and,  fearing  the  House 
might  not  get  a  bill  up  in  time  to  meet  the  emergency, 
had  brought  this  bill  forward;  but  now  matters  were 
changed.  The  temper  and  judgment  which  character- 
ized the  report-of  the  Secretary  of  War  was  such,  that 
he  was  much  disposed  to  acquiesce  in  its  recommenda- 
tions, and  he  very  much  distrusted  his  own  judgment 
when  differing  from  him  in  this  matter.  He  differed 
from  the  Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Ewiho]  in  regard  to 
the  construction  he  had  put  upon  the  report;  and  the 
President  concurred  in  opinion  with  the  Secretary  of 
War  against  the  opinion  of  the  engineers* 

There  were  certain  fortifications  which  had  been  ex- 
cepted by  the  Secretary  of  War  in  his  report,  who  had 
suggestea  the  prosecution  of  them  under  the  peculiar 
circumstances  with  which  they  were  identified,  and  had 
therefore  acquiesced  in  the  prosecution  of  some  of  the 
fortifications,  while  he  rejected  others.  He  could  not 
tell  how  far  the  principles  laid  down  by  the  Secretary 
would  be  retained  in  the  provisions  of  this  bill;  but  he 
inferred  that  the  general  purpose  of  the  Secretary  was, 
that  Congress  should  examine  this  matter  with  full  de-^ 
liberation;  and  the  general  conclusion  was,  that  the  prin- 
ciples laid  down  by  him  should  be  deliberately  applied 
to  all  these  works.  He  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  Secretary  believed  those  works  which  he  had  des- 
ignated might  be  carried  on  under  the  direction  of  the 
Government  on  certain  contingencies,  and  that  future 
changes  might  be  made  which  would  require  a  corre- 
sponding change  of  plans  to  meet  them.  In  regard  to 
many  of  these  works,  plans  of  them  had  been  frequent- 
ly approved,  and  the  estimates  of  the  necessary  labor 
stood  a  matter  of  record  for  the  last  twelve  or  fifteen 
years.  Most  of  those  of  the  first  class  had  been  com- 
pleted; and  the  present  bill  proposed  to  carry  into  com- 
pletion those  of  the  second  class,  and  part  of  those  of 
the  third  class.  Penobscot  and  Kennebec  were  of  the 
third  class,  and  also  the  fortification  at  Provincetown,  at 
Cape  Cod.  He  believed  Provincetown  ought  to  have 
been  of  the  first  class,  as  it  was  of  primary  importance; 
but  the  Secretary  of  War  had  differed  from  this  classifi- 
cation; and  the  President,  looking  directly  to  the  ques- 
tion, had  decided  with  the  Department,  and  differed 
from  the  bureau.  The  idea  of  defending  the  coast  by 
steam  was  not  new,  but  was  as  old  as  1816,  although  a 
new  and  more  powerful  application  of  it  had  been  in- 
vented. The  springing  up  of  new  towns  and  cities,  the 
development  of  new  energies,  and  the  rapid  improve- 
ment of  the  country,  had  already  produced  a  change  in 


1435 


GALES  &  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


U36 


SSHATI.] 


Foriiflcaiioni. 


[Mat  12, 1836. 


the  atate  of  thinn  different  from  what  ezlated  when  th« 
origrinal  plan  of  fortifications  was  adopted. 

Mr.  P.  went  into  an  inquiry  as  to  the  lenfi^h  of  time 
that  would  be  required  to  put  up  these  buildings.  The 
Secretary  of  War,  he  said,  had  recommended  that  a 
general  appropriation  be  made,  so  that  as  soon  as  works 
were  found  to  be  necessary  at  any  given  point,  they 
should  be  commenced,  with  a  view  to  a  gradual  com- 
pletioRf  and  the  chairman  of  the  Military  Committee 
[Mr.  Bkhtobt]  had  moved,  in  pursuance  of  those  recom- 
mendations, to  change  the  appropriations  to  Penobscot 
from  $101,000,  to  be  expended  in  one  year,  to  1150,000, 
to  be  expended  in  two  years,  and  the  appropriation  to 
be  divided  into  $75,000,  to  be  expended  in  each  year.  It 
was  proposed  to  commence  from  the  stump,  and  finish 
that  work  in  eighteen  months.  Heretofore,  it  had  been 
the  practice  of  Congress,  in  undertaking  a  series  of 
works,  to  adopt  the  mode  of  appropriating  a  yearly 
amount  at  every  session,  by  which  the  subject  annually 
passed  the  ordeal  of  examination  by  a  committee.  This 
pledge  to  make  tliese  appropriations  for  a  series  of 
years  was  different  from  an  appropriation  for  the  fiscal 
yearj  and  he  would  prefer  that  so  much  for  1836,  and 
80  much  for  1837,  should  be  particularly  specified)  and 
wheQ  they  had  acted  on  this  amendment,  he  would  offer 
some  suggestions  in  relation  to  the  proposed  fortifica- 
tions at  Kennebec. 

Mr.  NAUDAIN  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  the  $75,000  for  the  year  1837,  leaving  the 
$75,000  for  the  year  1836. 

Mr.  N.  then  observed  that  the  reasons  which  in- 
duced him  to  make  this  motion  were  drawn  from  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  recommended 
thai  surveys  should  be  made  before  commencing  any 
new  works.  He  believed,  also,  that  one  half  of  the  ap- 
propriation would  be  sufficient  to  keep  the  workmen  m 
employment  for  the  remainder  of  this  year,  and  until  the 
middle  of  the  next.  For  one,  he  was  opposed  to  making 
appropriations  for  so  long  a  time  in  advance. 

Mr.  8HRPLEY  showed  that  different  reports  and  ex- 
aminations had. been  made  in  regard  to  the  fortifications 
at  Penobscot  bay.  That  the  Department  could  never 
make  contracts  beyond  the  appropriation,  was  a  regula- 
tion well  understood.  It  was  judged  this  fortification 
would  cost  $150,000,  and  had  been  increased  to  that 
sum  from  $101,000.  He  went  into  a  calculation  of  the 
cost,  whether  it  should  be  constructed  of  brick  or  stone, 
to  show  the  disadvantage  and  want  of  economy  in  mak- 
ing limited  or  partial  contracts,  which  would  be  unavoid- 
able, in  case  the  appropriation  for  the  second  year 
should  be  cut  oW, 

Mr.  NILES  said  it  was  not  his  intention  to  have  taken 
any  part  in  the  debate  on  this  bill  previous  to  the  discus- 
sion of  yesterday;  and  so  little  attention  had  he  given  to 
the  subject,  that  he  was  scarcely  aware  of  the  fact  that 
one  of  the  forts  authorized  to  be  constructed  was  to  be  in 
the  State  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent.  That  fact, 
with  some  other  considerations  not  necessary  to  be  dis- 
cloied,  had  induced  him  to  present  his  views  on  this  sub- 
ject. The  objection  we  had  just  heard  from  the  Sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhouit,]  that  the  appro- 
priations for  the  new  forts  were  in  a  separate  bill,  and 
that  the  entire  appropriations  for  fortifications  ought  to 
be  embraced  in  one  oill,  and  originate  in  the  House  of 
Repi'esentatives,  he  thought  had  no  force  in  it;  for  it  ap- 
peared to  him  more  proper  that  the  new  fortifications 
should  be  presented  in  a  separate  bill,  and  be  subject 
to  a  distinct  consideration.  The  bill  in  the  House  is 
the  ordinary  appropriation  bill  for  fortifications,  and 
only  provides  for  continuing  the  works  now  under  con- 
struction; it  can  involve  no  new  principle,  and  no  ques- 
tion of  general  interest.  The  ordinary  annual  appropri- 
Utons  will  of  course  be  made,  and  be  supposed  the  sums 


would  be  enlarged  this  year  in  consequence  of  the  fut- 
ure of  the  fortification  bill  last'session,  and  there  having 
been  no  appropriations  for  completing  the  fortifications 
last  year. 

The  bill  now  before  the  Senate,  providing  for  the 
erection  of  new  forts,  presents  a  different  question, 
which  ought  not  to  be  blended  with  that  of  the  ordinary 
annual  appropriations  for  foKificattoos.  The  question  ii, 
whether  Congress  will  enlarge  and  extend  the  system  of 
fortifications.  As  to  the  precise  extent  and  comprehen- 
siveness of  the  plan  which  it  may  be  advisable  to  adopt, 
or  which  the  security  of  the  country  requires,  that  n 
not  now  to  be  decided,  except  so  far  aa  the  present  bill 
may  involve  tluit  inquiry.  This  bill  authorises  the  erec- 
tion of  twelve  new  forts,  and  appropriates  one  million 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  purchase  of  sites 
and  the  construction  of  works  the  present  year.  For 
one  of  these  forts  there  is  an  appropriation  of  onlj 
twelve  thousand  dollars;  and  as  that  is  so  aoiall  a  work, 
it  may  be  thrown  out  of  the  question,  and  the  number 
of  works  reduced  to  eleven.  These  are  all  at  important 
points,  for  the  security  of  towns  and  harbors,  which  « ill 
afford  safe  shelters  in  time  of  war  for  our  public  tnd 
private  vessels.  The  entire  expenditures  for  Uiese  forts» 
he  believed,  would  be  something  like  three  millions. 
The  general  question  of  the  defence  of  our  maritiiae 
frontier,  and  the  extent  and  comprehensivenefsof  s  plan 
of  fortifications,  is,  in  many  points  of  view,  one  which 
only  scientific  and  professional  men  can  be  supposed  (o 
be  competent  to  decide.  Perhaps  there  are  few,  if  any 
members  in  this  body,  who  will  feel  themselves  ver>' 
competent  to  decide  a  question  so  intimately  connected 
with  the  art  and  science  of  war.  We  must,  to  some 
extent,  follow  some  other  guide  than  our  own  judg- 
ments; we  must  look  to  those  whom  we  believe  to  be 
competent  to  direct  our  legislation— to  the  engineer  de- 
partment and  to  the  executive  officers,  acting  under  the 
high  responsibilities  of  their  stations* 

But  as  to  the  objects  to  be  attained  by  fortifications, 
and  bow  far  it  ia  safe  and  wise  to  rely  on  them  for  the 
security  of  the  countnr,  these  are  questions  of  which  ve 
may  feel  qualified  to  f'orm  opinions,  and  to  act  from  our 
own  judgments.  We  are  not  now  called  upon  to  deter- 
mine these  questions,  unless  it  shall  be  thought  that  the 
fortifications  provided  for  in  this  bill  will  caommit  the 
Government  to  a  more  extensive  system  than  it  is  adri- 
sable  to  adopt.  Few,  he  apprehended,  would  be  of  this 
opinion,  who  are  in  favor  of  any  enlargement  of  the  for- 
tifications on  the  seaboard. 

The  main  question  presented  by  the  present  bill,  ss 
he  had  already  stated,  was,  whether  there  should  be  any 
extension  of  the  system  of  fortifications  on  tlie  Atlantic 
border,  and  whether  it  shall  be  commenced  at  the  pres- 
ent time  f 

The  Senator  from  Penns}'lvania  [Mr.  Bvchasah]  hM 
remarked  that  the  only  question  was  one  as  to  time;  but 
this  can  only  be  correct  by  regarding  the  preliminary 
question,  whether  we  shall  enlarge  the  present  system 
of  fortifications,  as  conceded;  which,  I  take  it,  is  not  the 
fact.  The  Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Ewixe]  seems  to 
suppose  that  this  bill  is  a  mere  humbug;  and  says  it  can 
have  no  other  operation  than  to  transfer  the  money  ap- 
propriated from  one  account  to  another,  because  no  part 
of  it  can  be  expended  the  present  year.  But  the  gen- 
tleman is  mistaken  in  his  conclusion,  even  if  his  prem- 
ises were  admitted.  Whether  the  money  can  or  will 
be  actually  expended  the  present  year,  is  not  ^^ry 
important.  The  nwin  cjuestion  is,  whether  we  shall 
enlarge  the  system  of  fortifications,  and  whetlier  wt 
shall  settle  the  question  at  this  time?  if  there  is  to  be 
any  extension  of  the  plan  of  fortifications,  now  is  the 
time  to  do  it.  Now  is  the  time  to  settle  the  principk,  and 
to  decide  upon  the  new  works,  so  fitr  at  least  as  depends 
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on  our  legislation.  IF  the  principle  is  once  establish- 
ed by  lav  that  further  defences  are  to  be  provided  for 
the  security  of  the  seaboard,  it  is  of  little  consequence 
whether  the  worte  which  may  be  authorized  are  con- 
structed in  one  year  or  in  several  years.  The  principle 
being  settled,  the  necessary  appropriations  must  be  nwde 
as  there  is  occaaon  for  them. 

It  has  been  contended  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri, 
[Mr.  BsvTov,]  that  the  plan  for  fortifications  is  antago- 
nistjcal  to  the  bill  which  has  now  passed  the  Senate  for 
the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  among  the  States,  and  all  other  schemes  of  distri- 
bution. This,  I  apprehend,  is  correct,  so  far  as  the 
principle  of  this  measure  is  concerned,  as  it  is  incom- 
patible with  any  scheme  of  distribution  of  the  public 
funds  which  shall  withdraw  them  from  the  control  of 
this  Government;  for  although  it  may  be  true,  as  is  con- 
tended, that  very  little  can  be  expended  on  new  worlcs 
this  year,  yet,  if  the  measure  is  sanctioned  by  law,  and 
its  execution  will  require  an  expenditure  equal  to  the 
surplus  there  may  be  in  the  Treasury,  after  providing 
for  the  ordinary  and  other  objects  of  extraordinary  ex- 
penditure, it  ought  to  be  regarded  as  a  different  objec- 
tion to  any  other  disposition  of  this  surplus. 

Kit  is  decided  to  extend  this  system  of  fortifications, 
we  must  view  the  measure  in  connexion  with  the  pres- 
ent condition  of  the  finances,  and  what  they  will  be 
liitely  to  be  for  some  years  to  come.    The  finances  of 
the  United  States,  for  several  years  at  least,  will  depend 
on  laws  and  circumstances  which  Congp^ss  cannot  con- 
trol. The  swelling  flood  flowing  into  your  Treasury  the 
past  year  and  first  quarter  of  the  present,  has  arisen 
from  causes  which  cannot  be  permanent:  these  causes 
are  speculations  in  the  public  lands.    Of  the  present  sum 
in  the  Treasury,  more  than  twenty  millions  have  been 
received  from  the  sales  of  the  lands  the  last  year  and  a 
quarter.    I  ana  aware  that  some  gentlemen  seem  to  sup- 
pose that  this  source  of  revenue  is  inexhaustible,  and  is 
to  continue  at  the  same  rate  for  all  time  to  come.    This 
is  a  great  delusion.     Should  the  present  rage  of  specu- 
lation continue,  in  a  few  years  the  most  valuable  portions 
of  the  public  lands  will  be  in  the  hands  of  speculators. 
This  source  of  revenue,  instead  of  being  inexhaustible, 
M  the  imaginations  of  some  gentlemen  represent  it  to 
be,  is  wasting  rapidly.     But,  were  the  fact  otherwise; 
were  the  public  domain  as  inexhaustible  as  the  fountains 
of  the  great  deep,  are  the  resources  of  the  people  also 
without  limit  >     Is  it  supposed  that  twenty  millions  a  yea* 
can  continue  to  be  drawn  from  individuals,  to  be  invest- 
ed in  uncultivated  lands?    It  is  impossible.     Gentlemen, 
in  giving  scope  to  their  vivid  imaginations,  seem  to  over- 
look this  diflSculty.     As  well  might  it  be  supposed  that 
an  unnatural  excitement  could  be  kept  up  in  the  human 
■ystcm  by  successive  and  continued  doses  of  opium.     In 
every  department  of  business,  a  reaction  must  follow 
overaction.   This  is  not  only  a  law  in  trade,  but  is  a  more 
general  law  in  all  human  affairs.     If  this  course  of  spec- 
ulation in  public  lands  could  continue,  it  would  absorb 
the  entire  capital  of  the  country,  and  would  paralyze  all 
Its  great  interests.    But  it  cannot  continue,  and  the  sales 
must  soon  come  back  to  the  amount  required  for  the 
p^>greaB  of  settlements.     And,  so  far  as  the  Government 
u  concerned,  they  will  soon  fall  below  this  sum,  ss  the 
individual  landholders  who  have  purchased  on  specula- 
tion will  become  competitors  with  the  Government  in 
wpplying  the  demand  required  for  actual  settlement. 
This  must  already  be  the  case  to  a  considerable  extent, 
ts  Isrge  portions  of  the  most  valuable  lands  are  in  the 
hands  of  capitalists,  and  are  thrown  into  market  by  them. 
It  is  but  a  few  year  sago  that  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
Were  but  from  one  to  two  millions  per  annum;  and  they 
will  soon  be  reduced  to  the  same  amount.     A  spirit  of 
ntonopoly  appears  to  be  the  besetting  sin  of  the  day;  K 


has  taken  a  strong  hold  of  our  population,  and  its  selfish 
influence  is  everywhere  seen  and  felt:  it  pervades  every 
department  of  business,  and  every  branch  of  industry. 
And,  instead  of  being  checked,  it  is  encouraged  by  legis- 
lation; as  it  has  found  its  way  into  the  legislative  assem- 
blies, and  exerts  its  pernicious  influence  there.  In  the 
graspings  of  this  spirit,  there  is,  perhaps,  no  worse  di- 
rection that  can  be  given  to  it  than  in  its  monopolizing 
the  public  lands. 

In  regard  to  the  revenues  from  customs,  they  depend 
on  law  that  Congress  cannot,  for  some  years  at  least, 
control.  By  the  operation  of  the  compromise  act  of 
1833,  the  revenue  from  this  source  is  diminishing,  and 
will  fall  down  to  its  minimum  in  1842.  At  that  period  it 
has  been  estimated  by  the  Senator  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Wri6ht]  that  it  will  not  exceed  ten  millions.  This  es- 
timate is  based  on  the  amount  of  importations  of  the  last 
year,  with  an  allowance  for  that  gradual  augmentation 
which  the  increase  of  population  and  consumption  of  the 
dutiable  articles  may  require.  This  estimate,  I  think, 
will  be  found  not  to  vary  far  from  the  truth;  and  this 
sum,  together  with  the  revenue  from'the  public  lands, 
which  at  that  period  can  hardly  be  supposed  to  exceed 
two  or  three  millions,  and  may  fall  short  of  that  amount, 
will  be  several  millions  less  than  the  ordinary  expendi- 
tures of  the  Government.  The  time  is  not  far  distant 
when,  instead  of  being  troubled  with  a  surplus,  there 
will  be  a  deficit  in  the  public  revenue,  which  will  have 
to  be  supplied  by  increasing  the  taxes  in  some  form. 

The  surplus  the  present  year,  and  a  small  one  of  a 
fjpw  millions  the  two  following  years,  must  be  regarded 
as  the  entire  resources  of  the  Government,  to  be  applied 
to  any  extraordinary  objects,  either  to  complete  the  de- 
fences of  the  country,  or  of  any  other  description.  The 
surplus  the  present  year  will  not  probably  much  exceed 
fifteen  millions,  after  meeting  the  usual  demands  on  the 
Treasury  for  Indian  treaties,  the  Florida  war,  and  de- 
fence of  the  western  frontier. 

Whatever  it  may  be  advisable  to  do  in  extension  of 
the  permanent  defences  of  the  country,  now  is  the  time 
to  do  it,  or  at  least  to  settle  the  principle.  If  it  is  not 
determined  upon  now,  the  present  resources  of  the  Gov- 
ernment will  no  doubt  be  disposed  of  in  some  other  way. 
Some  of  the  numerous  schemes  for  the  distribution  of  the 
present  surplus  will  be  likely  to  prevail,  unless  some 
measure  shall  receive  the  sanction  of  Congress,  which 
will  be  inconsistent  with  any  plan  of  withdrawing  the 
present  revenue  from  the  control  of  this  Government. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  desired  not  to  be  misiinder&tood :  he 
would  not  advocate  the  adoption  of  this  bill,  or  any  plan 
of  the  extension  of  out  fortifications,  merely  becsuse  we 
now  have  an  excess  in  the  Treasury;  and  for  the  purpose 
of  disposing  of  such  surplus,  he  would  not  be  influenced 
in  nny  degree  whatever  in  deciding  the  question,  wheth- 
er it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  enlarge  the  de- 
fensive means  of  the  country,  either  as  to  fortifications 
or  an  increase  of  the  navy,  in  consequence  of  the  pre- 
sent condition  of  the  Treasury.  That  question  should 
be  decided  upon  its  own  merits,  and  independent  of  all 
considerations  of  a  temporary  nature;  and  the  present 
ability  of  the  Treasury  having  arisen  from  temporary 
causes,  can  be  no  argument  in  favor  of  any  general  and 
permanent  system  of  expenditure,  not  demanded  for  the 
security  of  the  country. 

All  that  he  would  contend  was,  that  if  the  present 
fortifications  have  been  regarded  as  only  a  part  of  a  gen- 
eral plan  for  the  protection  of  the  seaboard,  or  if,  from 
the  extension  of  our  commerce,  and  the  growth  of  towns, 
further  defensive  means  are  necessary  to  aflbrd  equal 
security  to  all  parts  of  the  country,  now  is  the  time  to 
commence  the  additional  works  which  areJto  form  a  part 
of  the  general  system.  On  the  mere  question  of  time, 
the  state  of  our  finances  now,  and  their  probable  coudi- 
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Hon  a  few  years  hence,  are  entitled  to  greaX  weight,  if 
not  wholly  decisive  of  the  point.  There  are,  however, 
other  considerations,  that  cannot  be  overlooked.  The 
country  has  been  brought  into  imminent  dan^r  of  war 
with  a  powerful  nation,  and  the  public  sensibility  has 
been  awakened  to  the  exposed  situation  of  our  commerce 
and  our  seaboard}  whilst  the  danger  was  supposed  to 
exist,  a  general  sentiment  prevailed  of  our  total  defi- 
ciency in  preparations  to  meet  such  a  contingency.  It  is 
only  occasions  of  danger  which  arrest  the  mercenary 
spirit  of  the  age,  and  awaken  attention  to  the  securities 
of  the  country  from  foreign  aggression.  The  history  of 
all  countries  proves  this,  and  none  more  than  our  own. 
It  has  only  been  in  times  of  danger,  that  the  national 
feeling  has  been  sufficiently  aroused  to  give  an  impetus 
to  measures  for  the  security  of  the  country.  The  de- 
fenceless condition  of  the  seaports,  during  the  revolu- 
tionary war,  may  be  regarded  as  the  cause  which  indu- 
ced President  Washington  to  urge  on  Congress  the  im- 
portance of  providing  for  their  protection,  and  of  the 
early  measures  adopted  by  Congress  authorizing  the 
erection  of  fortifications.  The  difficulties  with  France, 
during  the  administration  of  Mr.  Adams,  gave  an  addi- 
tional impulse  to  these  measures  of  defence;  and  the 
evils  which  the  country  suffered  during  the  last  war, 
from  the  defenceless  condition  of  the  seaboard,  led  to 
the  energetic  measures,  and  the  system  of  fortifications, 
which  were  adopted  immediately  after  the  peace. 

That  this  system  was  in  some  respects  unwise,  that 
many  of  the  fortifications  were  on  a  scale  too  large  and 
expensive,  and  requiring  too  large  garrisons,  seems 
now  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  War;  and 
the  reasons  given  for  this  opinion  appear  to  be 
strong,  if  not  conclusive.  But  whether  that  was  a 
proper  time  to  commence  a  system  of  fortifications 
for  the  defence  of  the  coast,  is  altogether  a  distinct 
question  from  that  whether  the  system  adopted  was  a 
wise  one,  and  well  adapted  to  our  situation.  Was  it  a 
wise  policy  to  have  undertaken  a  plan  of  fortifying  the 
coast  at  that  time^  If  this  policy  was  justifiable  at  that 
period,  if  the  measures  ol  the  Government  were  not 
then  altogether  founded  in  error,  it  must  be  a  wise  and 
correct  policy  at  this  time  to  enter  upon  the  completion 
of  the  necessary  fortifications  for  the  security  of  the 
seaboard.  What  were  the  reasons  for  resuming  the 
system  of  fortifications  in  1817  ?  We  were  then  at  peace 
with  all  foreign  Powers,  and  had  as  little  reason  to  ex- 
pect war  as  we  have  now !  The  lessons  of  experience, 
which  the  war  then  just  terminated  had  afforded  of  the 
dangers  and  evils  ot  an  exposed  and  unprotected  sea- 
board, led  to  the  measures  then  adopted.  We  have  now 
been  exposed  to  a  war,  and  the  public  mind  awakened 
to  the  consequences  which  would  have  resulted  from  an 
unprotected  maritime  frontier. 

Then  the  coimtry  was  oppressed  and  struggling  under 
the  weight  of  an  enormous  debt  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-three  millions  of  dollars;  the  interest  of  which 
alone  amounted  to  between  six  and  seven  millions.  The 
revenue  for  those  first  two  years  after  the  war  was 
large,  but,  as  might  have  been  foreseen,  rapidly  fell  off, 
and  the  Government  was  obliged  to  have  recourse  to 
loans  to  meet  the  current  expenditures  and  pay  the 
interest  of  the  public  debt.  Yet  so  strong  was  the  pub- 
lic sentiment  as  to  the  necessity  and  importance  of  put- 
ting the  country  in  a  sUte  of  security,  that,  with  such  a 
load  pressing  upon  it.  Congress  made  large  appropria- 
tions lor  a  regular  system  ol  fortifications.  In  1793  and 
1796,  when  the  system  was  first  commenced,  the  public 
debt  was  from  seventy-five  to  eighty  millions,  and  four 
millions  of  interest  annually  to  be  paid,  when  the  popula- 
tion and  resources  of  the  country  were  not  one  fourth 
part  what  they  are  at  this  time. 

Now  we  are  out  of  debt,  and  have  an  overflowing 


Treasury,  and  a  large  surplus,  which  we  know  not  what 
use  to  make  of,  which  is  already  giving^  occaaion  to 
numerous  extravagant  and  dangerous  projects  for  dts- 

J»osing  of  it;  and  the  danger  of  a  rupture  with  France, 
i*om  which  we  have  lust  escaped,  has  called  public 
attention  to  the  necessity  of  placing  the  country  in  an 
adequate  state  of  defence. 

If  there  ever  was  a  time  peculiarly  auspicious,  and 
when  Congress  was  by  the  highest  considerations  called 
upon  to  commence  a  system  for  the  more  perfect  and 
complete  defence  of  the  entire  country,  that  time  is  the 
present.  To  suffer  the  surplus  we' now  have  to  be  dis- 
posed of  by  any  of  the  schemes  of  distribution,  and 
neglect  the  defence  of  the  country,  would  be  an  un- 
warrantable dereliction  of  duty. 

In  regard  to  ihe  extensiveness  of  the  plan  of  fortifici- 
tions,  the  views  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  contained  in 
his  late  report,  appear  to  be  generally  opposed;  and  the 
only  diversity  of  opinion  seems  to  be,  what  bis  views 
are.  They  appear  to  me,  however,  to  be  sufficiently 
explicit,  and  I  cannot  think  that  there  are  any  ground* 
for  a  difference  of  opinion  concerning  them;  and  I  will 
read  a  single  paragraph  from  the  report,  which  conbiins 
a  summary  of  the  Secretary's  plan:  *M  consider  the  duty 
of  the  Government  to  afford  adequate  protection  to  the 
seacoast,  a  subject  of  paramount  obligation;  and  I  be- 
lieve we  arc  called  upon  by  every  consideration  of  pol'icy 
to  push  the  necessary  arrangements  as  rapidly  as  the 
circumstances  of  the  country  and  the  proper  execution 
of  the  work  will  allow.  I  think  every  town  larjje 
enough  to  tempt  the  cupidity  of  an  enemy  should  be 
defended  by  works  fixed  or  floating,  suited  to  its  loc»l 
position,  and  sufficiently  extensive  to  resist  such  attempt  s 
as  would  probably  be  made  against  it.  There  will,  of 
course,  after  laying  down  such  general  rule,  be  much 
latitude  in  its  application.  Upon  this  branch  of  the  sub- 
ject, I  would  give  to  the  opinion  of  the  engineer  officer* 
great  and  almost  controlling  weight,  after  the  pruper 
limitations  are  esUblished.  These  relate  principally  to 
the  magnitude  of  the  works;  and,  if  I  am  correct  in  the 
views  Inave  taken  of  (his  branch  of  the  subject,  a  change 
in  the  system  proposed  is  necessary.  Works  should  not 
be  projected  upon  the  presumption  that  they  are  to  be 
exposed  to,  and  must  be  capable  of,  resisting  the  attacks 
of  a  European  army,  with  its  battering  train  and  all  iu 
preparation  for  a  regular  siege.  Neither  our  relative 
circumstances,  nor  those  of  any  nation  with  which  we 
shall  probably  be  brought  into  conflict,  can  justify  us  in 
such  an  anticipation.  All  the  defences  should  be  pro- 
jected on  a  scale  proportioned  to  the  importance  of  the 
place,  and  should  be  calculated  to  resist  any  naval  attack 
and  any  sudden  assault  that  a  body  of  land  troops  might 
make  upon  them.  But  further  than  this,  it  appears  to 
me,  we  ought  not  to  go.  The  results  at  Stonington,  st 
Mobile  point,  at  Fort  Jackson,  and  at  Baltimore,  dur- 
ing the  late  war,  show  that  formidable  armaments  may 
be  successfully  resi;ited  with  apparently  inferior  means* 
These,  indeed,  do  not  furnish  examples  to  be  followed 
as  to  the  scale  of  our  preparations;  but  they  show  wlut 
stationary  batteries  have  done  in  our  country  again»t 
ships  of  war." 

The  system  of  the  Secretary  of  War  is  simply  this:  to 
rely  on  fortifications  only  for  the  defence  of  towns  or 
seaports,  and  not  of  the  seacoast;  he  does  not  regard 
them  as  a  means  of  security  to  the  whole  maritime  frontier, 
and  of  excluding  an  enemy  from  the  country.  And  at 
the  points  to  be  defended,  he  does  not  deem  large  and 
strong  fortifications  as  being  necessary;  he  only  recom- 
mends such  works  as  may  be  sufficient  to  resist  a  naval 
btttery,  and  to  withstand  a  sudden  assault  by  land;  but 
not  of  such  magnitude  and  strength  as  to  be  capable  of 
standing  a  siege  of  an  invading  army  with  the  usual 
buttering  train.     Except  for  the  defence  of  some  of  our 
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!arge  cities,  small  and  cheap  works  only  are  contempla- 
ted. Such  are  the  forts  provided  for  in  the  present  bill. 
The  great  error  of  the  system  adopted  in  1817,  was,  that 
the  fortificatitfns  were  on  a  large  and  expensive  scale. 
Another  error  was,  that  they  were  designed  to  defend 
roadsteads  and  exclude  an  enemy  from  advantageous 
positions  in  our  waters.  The  plan  of  the  Secretary  is 
ki%  comprehensive  and  more  economical.  All  the  forts 
in  this  bill  will  probably  cost  but  little  more  than  Fortress 
Monroe,  which  covers  63  acres  of  ground;  and  its  full 
Rrmament  would  consist  of  412  pieces  of  cannon,  and, 
according  to  the  estimate  of  the  engineer  department, 
it  would  require  in  time  of  war  a  garrison  of  two  thou- 
sand seren  hundred  men.  The  works  at  Newport  cover 
23  acres  of  ground,  and  will  mount  468  guns,  and 
require  a  garrison  of  two  thousand  four  hundred  men. 
Nothing  could  have  been  more  unwise  than  works  upon 
a  scale  and  magnitude  li ke  these.  If  fortifications  on  such 
a  scale  were  to  be  erected  at  all  the  exposed  points  on 
our  seaboard,  it  would  require  an  army  to  garrison  them 
in  time  of  peace.  The  Secretary  of  War,  whose  views 
are  concurred  in  by  the  President,  manifestly  disap- 
proves  altogether  of  this  'system  of  fortifications,  and  re- 
conomended  one  having  no  other  objects  than  the  de- 
fence of  seaports  and  navy  yards,  by  works  comparative- 
ly amall  and  unimportant. 

I  can  go  as  far  as  the  Secretary  of  War  proposes^  but 
am  no  adrocate  for  an  extensive  system  of  fortifications, 
or  large,  expensive  establishments,  which  will  foster  a 
perpetual,  burdensome  charge  on  the  country.  It  is  the 
trtte  policy  of  this  country  to  keep  down  the  expenses 
of  the  Government,  both  in  the  civil  and  military  depart- 
ments. A  people  cheaply  governed,  and  lightly  taxed, 
can  hardly  h\\  to  be  prosperous.  Even  necessary  works 
lor  defence  ought  not  to  be  erected  when  they  are  to 
throw  an  unreasonable  burden  on  the  country;  and  I  do 
not  think  that  Mr.  Jefferson  acted  unwisely  in  discontinu- 
ing the  fortifications,  as  at  that  time  the  public  deht  was 
a  heavy  burden  on  the  country,  and  had  been  increasing 
ttnce  the  establisliment  of  the  Government;  he  acted 
^•«eiy,  therefore,  to  arrest  this  accumulation  of  debt, 
<^ven  at  the  sacrifice  of  some  desirable  interests,  and  to 
commence  the  great  work  of  its  extinction. 

In  addition  to  the  objections,  on  the  ground  of  ex- 
pense, to  a  large  and  comprehensive  system  of  fortifica- 
tions, it  does  not  appear  to  be  congenial  with  the  spirit 
of  our  inaiitutions,  and  in  my  mind  is  associated,  in  no 
small  degree,  with  the  idea  of  a  standing  army,  or  large 
mlhiary  establishmenf.  For  the  general  defence  and 
security  of  the  country,  we  must  rely  mainly  on  the 
militiii. 

But  for  the  defence  of  commercial  towns  and  harbors, 
fortiiications  are  necessary;  and  the  present  bill  goes  no 
further.  In  reference  to  the  bill  before  the  Senate,  the 
Secretary  says: 

"It  cannot  be  doubted  but  that  fortifications  at  the  fol- 
lowing places,  enumerated  in  this  bill,  will  be  necessary: 

At  Penobscot  bay,  for  the  protection  of  Bangor,  &c. 

At  Kennebec  river. 

At  Portland. 

At  Portsmouth. 

At  Salem. 

At  New  Bedford. 

At  New  London. 

Upon  SUten  island. 

At  Boiler's  flats. 

A  redoubt  on  Federal  point. 

For  the  Barancas. 

For  Fort  St.  Philip. 

"  These  proposed  works  all  command  the  approAh 
to  places  sufficiently  important  to  justify  their  construc- 
tion under  any  circumatances  that  wilt  probably  exist. 
1  think,  therefore,  that  the  public  interest  would  be  pro-  I 
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moted  by  the  passage  of  the  necessary  appropriations  for 
them.  As  soon  as  these  are  made,  such  of  the  positions 
as  may  appear  to  require  it  can  be  examined,  and  the 
form  and  extent  of  the  works  adapted  to  the  existing 
circumstances,  if  any  change  be  desirable.  The  con- 
struction of  those  not  needing  examination  can  commence 
immediately,  and  that  of  the  others  as  soon  as  the  places 
are  determined  upon.  By  this  proceeding,  therefore,  a 
season  may  be  saved  in  the  operations." 

So  far  as  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  is  to  be  regard- 
ed as  a  guide  for  our  action,  we  have  there  a  specific  re- 
commendation to  the  extent  of  the  forts  embraced  in  the 
bill  before  the  Senate.  The  objection  which  has  been 
urged  with  so  much  earnestness,  that  there  has  been  no 
survey  of  some  of  the  proposed  forts,  was  not  overlooked 
by  the  Secretary  in  the  specific  recommendation  to 
which  1  have  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate.  In 
those  cases  in  which  a  further  examination  may  be  re- 
quired, he  contemplates  that  it  will  be  done  before  the 
works  are  commenced.  That  the  survey  and  estimate 
should  precede  the  appropriation,  may  be  the  more 
usual,  and  perhaps  correct  course;  yet,  to  save  the  delay 
of  one  season,  he  proposes  that  the  appropriations  be 
made  at  once  for  the  twelve  forts  embraced  in  this  bill. 
I  do  not  think  there  is  much  weight  in  this  obiection,  as 
the  main  question  for  Congress  to  decide  is,  whether  the 
places  are  of  sufficient  importance  to  render  the  fortifi- 
cations necessary. 

Mr.  President,  in  regard  to  the  proposed  fortification 
in  the  State  I  have  in  part  the  honor  to  represent,  there 
cannot,  I  believe,  be  any  doubt  of  the  position  being  one 
of  importance.  This,  although  classed  among  the  new 
forts,  is  an  old  site,  where  there  is  at  present  an  ancient 
work  called  Fort  Trumbull,  which  defends  the  cities  of 
New  London  and  Norwich,  places  of  considerable  popu- 
lation, and  extensive  commercial  and  manufacturing  inter- 
ests. The  plan  of  the  engineer  department  is  to  replace 
the  present  fort  by  new  works  more  substantial  and  bet- 
ter adapted  to  the  purpose.  This  is,  in  many  respects, 
an  important  position,  and  of  some  celebrity  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  country.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  river 
is  Fort  Griswold,  where  occurred  one  of  the  most  bloody 
tragedies  of  the  revolutionary  war;  it  having  been  storm- 
ed and  taken  by  the  infamous  Arnold  after  a  gallant  de- 
fence, and  the'  garrison,  consisting  of  the  patriotic  in- 
habitants of  the  town  and  vicinity,  with  their  brave  com- 
mander. Colonel  Ledyard,  were,  most  of  them,  bar- 
barously slaughtered.  Had  there  been  any  adequate 
fortifications  at  this  important  position,  the  lives 
of  these  valuable  men  might  have  been  spared  for  the 
service  of  their  country,  and  the  town  of  New  London 
saved  from  the  fl;imes.  The  harbor  of  New  London  is 
one  of  the  safest  and  best  in  the  eastern  section  of  the 
Union.  It  is  easy  of  access,  with  great  depth  of  water, 
and  rarely  obstructed  by  ice.  It  is  a  safe  and  conve- 
nient shelter  for  vessels  navigating  Long  Island  sound, 
or  those  bound  out  or  home,  that  might  have  occasion 
to  avoid  a  blockading  squadron  lying  off  Sandy  Hook. 
It  is  also  an  excellent  station  for  the  navy;  and  during 
the  last  war  an  American  squadron  was  shut  up  there, 
by  Commodore  Hardy,  and  protected  by  the  small  fort 
which  defends  the  harbor. 

At  the  present  time  the  commerce  of  New  London  is 
important,  and  rapidly  increasing;  the  whale  fishery  is 
extensively  prosecuted,  and  with  much  enterprise.  In 
Stonington  and  Mystic,  ports  which  are  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, there  are  a  large  number  of  vessels  engaged 
in  the  whale  fishery;  and  Norwich  has  considerable  com- 
merce, and  extensive  manufacturing  interests.  In  the 
report  of  the  engineer  department  it  is  said  that  *'New 
London  harbor  is  very  important  to  the  defence  of  Long 
Island  sound;  and,  as  a  port  of  easy  access,  having  great 
depth  of  water,  very  rarely  freezing,  and  being  easily 
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defended,  U  an  excellent  station  for  the  navy.  It  is  also 
valuable  as  a  shelter  fur  vessels  bound  out  or  home,  and 
desirous  of  avoiding  a  blockading  squadron  off  Sandy 
Hook.  In  the  plan  of  defence,  the  present  Forts  Trum- 
bull and  Griswold  give  place  to  more  efficient  works,  of 
which  the  expense  is  estimated  at  $314,515." 

The  port  oi'  New  London  has  probably  as  strong 
claims  as  any  other;  yet  I  feel  no  particular  solicitude 
concerning  it,  or  any  other  fortifications  for  my  own 
.Stale,  as  the  events  of  the  late  war  proved  that  the  in- 
trepidity of  our  citizens  is  some  security  against  attacks, 
even  without  fortifications.  The  inhabitants  of  Ston- 
ington,  with  a  single  gun  upon  the  beach,  successfully 
repelled  and  drove  oif  the  enemy's  barges.  And  as  re- 
spects any  advantages  of  local  expenditures,  I  do  not 
regard  them  as  deserving  of  any  consideration;  the  num- 
ber of  persons  who  may  be  benefited  by  such  expendi- 
tures is  too  small  to  be  of  any  general  advantage  to  the 
contiguous  population.  Neither  the  workmen  nor  mate- 
rials are  necessarily  to  be  procured  on  the  spot,  and  a 
small  portion  of  the  disbursements  only  may  in  any  way 
benefit  our  citizens. 

Mr.  President,  I  will  now  notice  some  of. the  objec- 
tions which  have  been  urged  against  the  bill  before  the 
Senate.  It  is  contended  that  one  million  is  all  that  can 
be  expended  the  present  yeart  and  that  this  ought  to  be 
applied  in  completing  the  present  forts.  It  is  believed 
that  a  much  larger  sum  may  be  advantageously  and 
economically  expended  the  present  year;  but  if  it  should 
not  be  disbursed,  the  appropriation  can  do  no  harm.  As 
regards  confining  the  action  of  the  Government  to  the 
old  works,  and  neglecting  the  commencement  of  others 
for  the  defence  of  points  equally  exposed,  and  having 
equal  claims  on  us  for  protection,  that  would  be  very 
unjust,  and  a  very  partial  dispensation  of  the  blessings 
of  the  Government.  The  existing  forts  are,  most  of 
them,  already  in  a  condition  to  afford  protection  to  the 
places  they  are  intended  to  defend,  whilst  many  of  the 
places  designed  to  be  protected  by  the  new  forts  are 
wholly  defenceless.  Protection,  like  justice,  should,  as 
far  as  practicable,  be  extended  to  all,  and  with  an  equal 
hand. 

Another  objection  which  has  been  urged  is,  that  such 
large  appropriations  for  public  works  would  derange 
the  business  of  the  country;  that  it  would  withdraw  from 
other  pursuits  so  large  a  number  of  persons  as  to  occa- 
sion serious  inconvenience,  if  not  actual  embarrassment. 
The  price  of  labor  is  said  now  to  be  unusually  high,  and 
it  is  contended  that  the  price  would  be  greatly  augment- 
ed by  the  demands  of  the  Government  on  the  labor  of 
the  country,  should  so  large  appropriations  be  expended 
on  fortifications;  and  that  it  would  be  unwise  to  enlarge 
this  branch  of  the  public  service  at  a  time  when  labor  is 
at  an  advanced  price*  Whatever  force  there  may  be  in 
these  arguments,  they  come  with  an  ill  g^ce  from  the 
advocates  of  a  measure  to  which  they  will  apply  with 
much  more  weight.  How  is  it  that  gentlemen  propose 
to  apply  thirty -six  millions  the  current  year  to  works  of 
internal  improvement,  and  yet  are  alarmed  at  appropri- 
ating three  millions  to  objects  of  defence?  If  there  are 
t^ny  greunds  for  apprehension  that  our  legislation  in 
the  latter  case  should  make  too  large  a  drain  upon  the 
industry  of  the  country,  would  not  the  same  objection 
apply  with  much  more  force  to  the  distribution  schemes? 
If  the  expenditure  of  three  millions  on  fortifications  is 
to  derange  the  productive  industry  of  the  country,  what 
would  be  (he  effect  of  the  sudden  application  of  more 
than  thirty  millions  to  works  of  internal  improvement? 

But  the  present  demand  for  labor,  and  the  high  prices 
consequent  on  that  demand,  can  hardly  be  expected  to 
continue.  This  has  been  the  result  of  the  overaction  in 
every  kind  of  business  the  past  year;  and  tliat  has  al- 
ready occasioned  a  reaction  and  a  pressure  for  money. 


which  cannot  fail  to  check  and  restrain  private  enter- 
prise, and  curtail  the  operations  of  every  kind  of  busi- 
ness. How  long  the  pressure  may  continue,  and  to 
what  extent  the  reaction  may  go,  no  one  can  determine; 
but  it  would  by  no  means  be  surprising  if  these  csum 
now  in  operation  should  so  diminish  the  deSDaml  for 
labor,  as  to  occasion  a  surplus  of  this  most  useful  com- 
modity, and  occasion  distress  among  the  laboring  classes, 
for  want  of  employment.  Whea  the  embarrassmeots  ol 
business  become  such  as  to  essentially  diminish  the  de- 
mand for  labor,  a  reduction  in  the  price  must  lake  place, 
and  a  portion  of  the  working  class  must  be  thrown  out 
of  employment,  and  of  course  will  be  deprived  of  the 
means  ol  subsistence.  Should  this  be  the  result  of  pre- 
sent causes,  which  there  is  some  reason  to  fear,  the 
usual  demand  which  the  Government  might  afioM  fur 
labor  would  be  extremely  fortunate,  by  supplying  the 
deficiency  which  might  be  occasioned  by  the  curtail- 
ments in  individual  enterprise.  It  can  be  no  object  for 
the  Government  to  desire  to  cheapen  labor,  or  dimim^ 
the  profits  of  industry.  It  is  the  policy  of  a  wise  and 
just  Government  to  increase,  rather  tliao  to  weaken, 
the  stimulus  to  industry;  and  whether  we  pay  t  Uv 
thousand  dollars  more  or  less  for  tliat  portion  of  labor 
whicl)  the  Government  may  have  occasion  to  employ, '« 
of  little  consequence.  So  far  as  the  measures  of  Ute 
Government  are  to  be  influenced  at  all  by  considerations 
of  this  kind,  it  should  rather  be  our  object  to  keep  itte 
prices  of  labor  up  to  their  maximum,  than  to  reduce 
them  to  their  minimum  standard. 

Another  very  novel,  and,  as  it  appears  to  me,  straoge 
argument,  was  urged  by  the  Senator  from  New  Jerseji 
[Mr.  SouTBARD.]  It  was,  tliat  the  necenity  for  fortifia- 
tions  was  not  so  great  now,  as  when  our  seaports  were 
small,  and  less  able  to  defend  themselves.  I  had  sup- 
posed  that  the  reverse  was  the  case,  and  that  the  necei- 
sity  of  fortifications  was  in  proportion  to  the  populattoo, 
commerce,  and  wealth  of  our  cities,  which  might  stimu- 
late the  cupidity  of  an  enemy. 

[Here  Mr.  SOUTHARD  explained,  and  said  he  bad 
used  no  such  language,  and  no  argument  of  the  kind.] 

Mr.  N.  said  he  did  not  profess  to  give  the  gentlcmao's 
language,  but  thought  he  had  stated  the  substance  oi 
his  argument  correcUy;  it  struck  him  very  forcibly  attbe 
time,  as  he  thought  it  a  very  extraordinary  argument,  and 
he  noted  it  down.  But  if  the  Senator  saw  fit  to  disclaiis 
it,  he  would  not  pursue  his  remarks  upon  it. 

He  would  advert  to  another  objection  urged  by  the 
Senator  from  New  Jersey;  but  as  be  found  it  difficult 
to  state  the  gentleman's  arguments  in  a  manner  tosstisf)' 
him,  he  desired  the  gentleman  to  say  whether  his  re- 
marks were  correctly  stated  in  this  instance.  The  ob- 
servation of  the  Senator  to  which  he  referred  was  tbis: 
that  the  development  of  the  powers  of  steam,  and  ibe 
improvements  in  its  application,  were  sucht  that  it  roigbt 
soon  change  the  system  of  defence,  and  fortifications  be 
superseded  by  steam  batteries. 

[Mr.  SOUTHARD  said  that  his  remarks  were  not 
stated  exactly  correct] 

Mr.  N.  said  he  only  professed  to  give  the  substance 
of  the  gentleman's  argument,  which  he  thought  raiber 
an  extraordinary  one,  and  he  did  not  understand  the 
Senator  to  deny  that  he  was  so  far  correct.  Are  we  to 
neglect  to  put  the  country  in  a  state  of  defence,  and 
wait  to  see  if  the  progress  of  science  and  experiments 
may  not  develop  some  better  system  f  If  we  had  un- 
fortunately become  involved  in  a  war  with  France,  and 
any  of  our  defenceless  towns  had  been  destroyed,  would 
they  have  been  satisfied  with  this  reason  for  our  negiecj- 
in§  to  provide  the  means  of  their  defence?  How  viii 
this  argument  hold,  when  applied  to  the  common  con- 
cerns of  life?  What  would  be  thought  of  the  husband- 
man who  should  neglect  to  cultivate  the  soil|  from  an 
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eipectation  that  i  better  system  of  cuUivation  might 
after  a  while  be  discovered,  which  would  entirely 
supersede  the  present?  Would  not  this  argument  ap- 
ply with  much  more  propriety  of  force  to  canals  and 
nilroads,  which  are  comparatively  of  recent  origin,  par- 
ticularly the  latter?  Fortifications  for  the  defence  of 
towns  are  almost  as  ancient,  and  their  utility  and  necea- 
sity  as  well  established,  as  the  common  arts  of  life — as 
the  art  of  tiUing  the  earth,  by  which  we  are  supplied 
with  food,  or  those  mechanical  arts  by  which  some  of  its 
products  are  wrought  into  fabrics  for  the'  clothing  of 
man.  In  the  progress  of  discovery  and  improvement, 
the  present  plan  of  fortifications  may  be  superseded, 
and  so  may  all  the  arts  of  life;  but  if  we  were  to  neg- 
lect to  avail  ourself  es  of  those  now  known  and  in  use, 
from  an  expectation  that  they  might  be  superseded  by 
better  systems,  we  should  not  be  acting  very  wisely,  or 
hardly  consistent  with  the  instinct  of  self-preservation. 
Mr.  President,  whence  comes  the  opposition  to  tliia 
bill?  I  have  witnessed  it  with  some  surpi-ise,  after  what 
has  occurred  the  present  session.  How  many  times  are 
we  to  fight  our  battles  over?  An  English  author  gives 
the  character  of  an  old  veteran  soldier,  who  in  his  hitter 
days  was  employed  in  fighting  over  the  battles  of  his 
)outb;  but  our  battles  have  to  be  fodght  over  again  and 
again,  and  then  remain  undecided.  During  the  early 
part  of  the  session,  five  or  nx  weeks  were  spent  in  de- 
bating a  resolution  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Missou- 
ri, which  declared  that  the  public  revenue  oitght  to  be 
;tpplied  to  the  defence  of  the  country.  As  the  resolu- 
iiun  was  introduced,  it  directed  that  the  surplus  revenue 
was  to  be  thus  applied;  but,  on  motion,  I  think,  of  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Webstbu,]  the  word 
'*  surplus"  was  stricken  out,  and  the  Senate,  after  a 
lirotracted  and  elaborate  debate,  decided  by  a  unani- 
mous vote  that  the  entire  revenue  should  be  applied  for 
the  defence  of  the  country.  But  what  did  this  resolu- 
tion amount  to?  We  seem  now  to  have,  on  the  part  of 
some  gentlemen,  a  practical  construction  of  their  votes. 
K  seems  that  in  this  deliberate  decision,  made  after  so 
protracted  a  debate,  that  to  appropriate  the  revenue  of 
the  country  to  its  defence,  meant  nothing  more  than  that 
they  were  willing  to  vote  the  ordinary  annual  appro- 
priations for  fortifications.  Did  gentlemen  mean  this, 
and  this  only,  at  the  time?  or  has  any  thing  since  occur- 
red which  has  changed  their  views?  It  is  true  at  that 
time  there  was  some  apprehension  of  a  rupture  with  a 
powerful  nation;  but  it  is  not  the  less  true  that  the  mo- 
ver of  that  resolution  repeatedly  declared  that  it  was  not 
oflered  in  consequence  of  the  impending  danger,  and 
that  if  he  had  the  bond  of  fate  for  peace,  he  should  press 
Its  adoption  with  the  same  earnestness.  It  was  advoca- 
ted as  a  settled  policy,  and  upon  general  considerations, 
and  not  as  a  measure  dictated  by  any  immediate  prospect 
'jf  war.  It  is  not  for  me  to  reconcile  the  votes  of  Senators 
for  tiiat  resolution  with  their  determined  hostility  to  this 
hill,  which  appropriates  less  than  a  million  and  a  half  for 
new  fortifications;  neither  will  I  charge  them  with  incon- 
Ufttency;  I  leave  it  for  the  gentlemen  themselves  to  rec- 
oncile their  speeches  and  votes  on  that  resolution,  with 
^heir  speeches  and  votes  on  this  bill.  When  another 
*ubject  was  under  discussion,  (the  bill  for  the  distri- 
hutton  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,)  it  was  de- 
clared by  the  Senator  from  Missouri  that  it  was  a  measure 
m  direct  conflict  with  the  defence  bills;  which  was  de- 
nied by  the  Senators  to  whom  I  hiive  referred,  who  in- 
sisted  that,  after  appropriating  all  that  could  be  possibly 
disbursed  for  purposes  of  defence,  which  they  professed 
to  be  willing  to  do,  the  surplus  from  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
he  lands  would  remain  to  be  distributed.  Has  the  pks- 
^Ke  of  that  bill  changed  the  sentiments  of  gentlemen? 
^fter  the  strong  declarations  to  the  contrary,  are  they 
now  alurmed  that  the  surplus  will  be  diminished?    Is  the 


secret  of  the  opposition  to  this  measure  to  be  discovered 
in  the  apprehension  that  it  may  interfere  with  the  distri- 
bution schemes?  Sir,  I  fear  we  are  already  gathering 
the  first-fruits  of  that  dangerous  and  mischievous  meas- 
ure; a  scheme  which  comes  in  direct^conflict  with  our 
entire  legislation;  and,  by  arraying  the  interests  of  the 
States  against  those  of  the  Union,  its  corrupting  influ- 
ence tends  to  embarrass  all  our  deliberations,  and  to  de- 
feat the  wisest  measures  which  the  interest  and  safety  of 
the  country  may  demand. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  observed,  that  the  Senator  from 
Maine  put  these  large  appropriations  on  the  ground  that 
the  Secretary  would  make  the  contracts  to  run  throu|[h 
the  whole  time.  Now  he  had  had  some  little  experience  \\\ 
these  matters,  and  well  knew  the  disadfantages  attend- 
ing the  midsinf^  long  contracts.  If  they  were  made  when 
prices  were  high,  the  profit  consequent  on  the  fall  of 
prices  enured  to  the  contractor;  and  if  they  were  made 
when  prices  were  low,  the  contractor  was  sure  to  vio- 
late his  contract,  when  he  found  himself  losing  by  the 
fall  of  prices;  so  that  in  either  case  the  Government  must 
be  a  great  loser.  One  gpreat  objection  that  he  had  to 
the  large  appropriations  4n  this  bill  was,  that  they  were 
calculated  to  empty  the  public  purse  and  fill  the  pock- 
ets of  the  contractors. 

The  Senator  from  Connecticut  said  that  labor  is 
now  falling.  Well,  what  would  be  the  result^  Why, 
the  fall  in  the  price  of  labor  would  put  thousands  into 
the  pockets  of  mdividuals,  for  no  earthly  benefit  to  the 
public.  There  never  was  a  time  better  fitted  to  make 
fortunes  for  contractors  than  the  present.  He  under- 
stood this  thing  very  well.  He  would  not  attribute  mo- 
tives to  any  gentle Dum;  but  it  had  been  almost  openly 
avowed  on  that  floor,  that  the  design  was  to  retain  the 
public  money  where  it  is,  and  prevent  it  from  going 
back  to  the  people,  to  whom  it  rightfully  belonged. 
There  were  powerful  combinations  interested  in  this 
matter.  Millions  were  deposited  in  these  depostte  banks, 
who  paid  no  interest  on  it,  and  were,  therefore,  deeply 
interested  in  retaining  this  money;  a  vast  number  of  in- 
dividuals who  were  mdebted  to  them,  were  equally  in- 
terested in  the  same  object;  and  this  powerful  combina- 
tion would  make  every  effort  to  prevent  the  withdrawal 
of  this  money.  If  this  bill  was  a  question  of  fortifications, 
there  would  be  no  drfiiculty;  it  would  be  passed  at  once; 
but  these  were  not  the  real  objects  in  view.  The  ques- 
tion now  was  not  for  fortifications,  for  they  were  not 
even  dreamed  of;  but  how  to  prevent  this  immense 
amount  of  public  money  from  being  withdrawn  from  the 
deposite  banks.  With  respect  to  these  appropriations,  the 
passing  them  at  this  time,  and  in  the  absence  of  surveys 
and  sufficient  information,  would  be  a  departure  from 
the  long  settled  practice  of  the  Government,  for  which 
no  sufficient  reason  could  be  given.  Their  custom  had 
been,  to  wait  for  the  action  of  the  other  House,  and  to 
pass  such  fortification  bills  as  came  from  that  body. 
There  was  a  fortification  bill  now  in  progress  there,  and 
there  was  no  danger  of  its  not  being  sent  to  the  Senate 
in  time  to  be  acted  on.  It  was  not  expected  to  expend 
this  money  this  year,  for  the  Secretary  would  have  too 
much  discretion  to  make  contracts  at  this  time. 

There  never  was  a  time  when  there  was  so  little  use 
in  expending  money  on  new  fortifications  as  the  pre- 
sent. There  were  only  two  nations  in  the  world  against 
whose  attacks  they  would  be  wanted,  and  these  were 
France  and  Great  Britain.  Our  difficulties  with  France 
were,  thanks  to  Providence,  happily  settled;  and  with 
Great  Britain  there  was  not  the  slightest  expectation  of 
our  coming  in  conflict.  Her  magnanimous  interference 
to  settle  our  foolish  and  wicked  quarrel  with  France, 
plainly  showed  her  friendly  intentions  towards  this  coun- 
try, and'her  strong  desire  to  maintain  her  friendly  rela- 
tions with  us.     Our  danger  (said  Mr.  C.)  lies  not  on 
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the  seacoaat;  it  lies  in  another  way—- -in  the  southwest. 
Let  me  tell  you«  (said  Mr.  C.,)  that  every  dollar  of  our 
surplus  may  be  wanted,  and  that  soon.  They  knew  not 
even  what  the  next  mail  might  bring  them.  Wait  then 
(said  Mr.  C.)  a  few  days,  and  watch  the  progress  of 
events{  let  this  bill  lie,  and  rest  until  I  he  Senate  has  time 
to  consider  and  reflect  upon  it.  They  were  proceeding 
with  too  much  precipitation  on  idle  schemes  to  prevent 
the  surplus  money  from  going  back  to  the  people,  from 
whom  it  was  derived.  He  was  anxious  to  have  the  bill 
to  provide  for  the  safety  of  the  public  money  taken  up 
and  considered;  it  being,  in  his  opinion,  a  more  import- 
ant matter  than  any  that  could  be  brought  before  them{ 
and  he  had  hoped  that  the  Senator  from  New  York  [Mr. 
WnieHT]  would  have  called  it  up  before  this.  He  now 
gave  notice  that  he  would  himself  call  up  that  bill  on 
Saturday  next,  if  the  Senator  from  New  York  did  not 
call  it  up  before  that  day. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  expressed  a  wish  to  address  the  Senate 
on  the  subject;  but  it  being  late  in  the  day,  be  moved  an 
adjournment,  which  was  carried;  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


Fbidat,  Mat  13. 

There  appearing  to  be  no  quorum  present  at  the  usual 
hour  of  meeting — 

Mr.  GRUNDY  moved  that  the  Senate  adjourn — Ayes 
14,  noes  8. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


Satuadat,  Max  14. 
FLORIDA  BANKS. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  remarked,  that  he  had  that  morning 
received,  through  the  medium  of  one  of  the  public  jour- 
nals of  the  country,  information,  which  had  created  in 
his  mind  no  inconsiderable  degree  of  astonishment,  and 
which  information,  he  presumed,  would  produce  a  like 
effect  upon  the  mind  of  every  individual  who  should  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  facts.  He  had  noticed  that 
the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida  had  recently  establish- 
ed "  banking  institutions,"  the  maximum  of  whose  capi- 
tal amounted  to  at  least  twelve  millions  of  dollars.  This, 
said  he,  may  be  all  necessary  for  the  **  fair  business 
transactions*'  of  the  Territory;  but  it  was,  however,  an 
amount  of  banking  capital  quadruple  the  amount  of 
banking  capital  employed  in  bis  own  State,  with  a  popu* 
lation  of  nearly  three  hundred  thousand  white  male  in- 
habitants, while  there  was  not  at  this  time  within  the 
Territory  a  sufficient  white  population  to  entitle  Florida 
to  a -place  among  the  States  of  this  Union.  There  had 
been  established  a*' Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Com- 
pany," with  banking  powers,  to  be  located  at  St.  Augus- 
tine, its  maximum  capital  amounting  to  four  millions  of 
dollars.  The  charter  of  this  company  extends  for  the 
term  of  fifty  years,  and  it  possesses  the  power  of  estab- 
lishing branches  in  any  part  of  the  Territory.  Be- 
side this  Trust  Company,  *'  there  are  in  Florida,"  as  he 
learned,  *' several  other  moneyed  institutions;  the  Union 
and  Central  Banks  at  Tallahassee — one  with  three,  the 
other  with  two  millions  of  capital;"  and  he  believed  that 
it  would  appear,  if  an  examination  should  take  place  into 
this  subject,  that  in  the  course  of  the  last  winter  the  Terri- 
torial Government  of  Florida  had  established  "  banking 
companies"  at  Pensacola  and  at  St.  Joseph,  the  maximum 
capital  of  each  consisting  of  three  millions  of  dollars. 
From  what  he  had  stated,  it  would  result  that  moneyed 
institutions  had  been  recently  chartered  in  Florida,  whose 
maximum  capital  amounted  to  the  enormous  sum  of 
twelve  millions  of  dollars.  This  is,  however^  not  the 
whole  story.  ^ 

It  will  be  found,  upon  examination,  he  \m\  no  doubt, 


that  other  moneyed  institutions  bad  been  prcriomly  es- 
tablished  at  Pensacola*  and  in  other  parts  of  the  Terri- 
tory.  All  this  (as  he  had  remsrked  before)  noay  be 
right,  necessary,  and  proper;  the  condition,  the  state,  of 
the  commercial  business  may  demand  this  most  extnor- 
dinary,  if  not  alarming,  increase  of  the  moneyed  institu- 
tions  of  the  Territory.  But  it  may  be  wrong;  it  may 
proceed,  it  may  spring,  from  that  uncontrollable  spirit  for 
speculation  which  is  abroad  in  the  land.  He  would  not 
presume  to  pass  j udgment  upon  these  tranaactions.  The 
account  given  had  nude  a  strong  impression  upon  his 
mind,  and  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  bring  the  natter  to 
the  notice  of  the  Senate.  He  had  prepared  a  resolution 
instructing  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  inquire 
into  the  character,  condition,  and  the  amount  of  capital 
of  the  several  moneyed  institutions  exercising  banking 
powers,  which  have  been  chartered  within  the  last  three 
years  by  the  Territorial  Government  of  Florida,  and  to 
report  to  the  Senate  whether  in  their  opinion  any  pro- 
ceeding  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  or  any  legislation  on 
the  part  of  Congress,  is  necessary. 

He  could  not  doubt  but  that  Conj^reas  pfiasessed 
"  supervisory  authority  over  Territorial  legislation;" 
that  Congress  possessed  the  power  lo  disapproTe  of 
and  to  annul  the  laws  which  might  be  enacted  by  the 
proper  authority  of  this  Territory.  This  was  hia  impres- 
sion; and  be  believed  that  our  own  statutes  would  show 
that  we  had  **  disapproved  and  declared  null  and  void** 
a  legislative  act  of  Florida,  years  after  the  act  bad  been 
approved.  At  any  event,  he  believed  it  was  competent 
for  the  Senate  to  express  its  own  opinion,  its  own  views, 
upon  the  legislative  proceedings  of  Florida  to  which  he 
had  referred.  He  would,  therefore,  ask  leave  to  pre- 
sent  the  resolution  he  had  prepared,  and  he  hoped  the 
Senate  would  adopt  it,  and  that  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  would  investi||rate  this  whole  matter,  and  ro»ke 
report  whether  the  business  of  the  Territory  called  for 
this  increase  of  her  moneyed  institutions.  For  himself, 
he  most  conscientiously  believed  that  there  was  imminent 
danger  that  the  credulous,  the  thoughtless,  the  con- 
fiding portion  of  our  community,  may  be  overwhelmed 
in  this  deluge  of  speculation  which  is  now  spreading 
over  our  belored  country. 

Bir.  H.  then  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which 
lies  on  the  table  one  day : 

Reaolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  character,  condition,  and  the 
amount  of  capital  of  the  several  **  banking  institutions** 
which  have  been  chartered  within  the  last  three  years 
by  the  I'erritorial  Government  of  Florida;  and  that  they 
report  to  the  Senate  whether  in  their  opinion  any  legis- 
lation of  Congress  is  necessary  to  disaffirm  the  estab&h* 
ment  of  said  charters. 

STOCKTON  AND  STOKES. 

Mr.  X^LAYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciar)-, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  C.  Stockton, 
William  B.  Stokes,  and  others. 

Mr.  C.  explained  the  object  of  this  bill,  which  was  to 
refer  the  case  of  those  gentlemen  to  the  Solicitor  of  the 
Treasury,  who,  af\er  examining^  all  the  evidence  on  the 
subject,  should  decide  according  to  the  principles  of 
equity  and  justice. 

The  committee  (Mr.  C.  said)  were  unanimous  m 
favor  of  this  bill,  believing  that  these  gentlemen  were 
justi)  entitled  to  relief.         ^ 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  advocated  the  bill  in  a  speech  of 
some  length,  observing  that  this  case  was,  early  in  the 
session,  submitted  to  the  committee,  and  there  was  not 
a  member  of  it  who  was  not  of  the  opinion  that  these 
persons  were  entitled  to  compensation  for  the  services 
they  had  rendered.  Mr.  B.  spoke  of  the  fidelity  with 
which  the  contracts  had  been  performed;  and  ohsmrd 
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ihftt  be  had  had  no  comnuinicatton  on  this  subject  with 
these  gentlemen  at  all;  but  he  knew  them  to  be  highly 
nentortous  contractors,  who,  in  order  to  sustain  them- 
selves tboB  fiir,  had  made  great  exertions,  and  had 
stretched  their  credit  to  the  utmost. 

After  being  amended,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading,  without  a  division. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Ifr.  KING  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  which  had  been  referred  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  several  corporations  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  made  a  report  thereon,  recommending 
that  the  Senate  agree  to  the  first  amendment,  and  sub- 
mitting an  amendment  to  the  second. 

Mr.  K.  then  proceeded  to  explaine  the  bearing  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  upon  the 
bill  as  it  had  passed  the  Senate.    One  of  the  amendments 
of  the  House  had  reduced  the  appropriation  $600,000, 
in  which  he  supposed  the  Senate  would  concur.     The 
other  amendment  proposed  to  take  the  stock  in  the  canal 
absolutely  I   whereas  the  Senate  had  only  proposed  to 
take  it  as  A  security.     For  his  part,  he  was  opposed  to 
taking  the  stock  absolutely,  and  hoped  the  amendment 
of  the  House  authorizing  it  would  be  stricken  out;  and 
if  the  House  of  Representatives  should  not  concur  in  the 
amendment  to  strike  it  out,  perhaps  some  arrangement 
could  be  made  in  committee  of  conference  upon  the 
amendment,  which  would  meet  the  views  of  both  bran- 
ches.   If,  however,  the  Senate  should  not  think  proper 
to  strike  it  out,  he  had  an  amendment  prepared  to  offer, 
vhich  would  make  the  section  more  acceptable  to  him, 
and  he  thought  it  would  make  It  more  so  to  others.    He 
wished  the  Senate  to  understand  distinctly  the  principles 
on  which  they  were  voting.     If  they  struck  out  the  sec- 
ond section.  It  would  be  relinquishing  entirely  the  stock 
to  these  corporations,  and  making  the  appropriations  in 
the  bill  without  taking  any  security  for  reimbursement; 
if  they  retained  this  second  section,  it  would  be  taking 
this  stock  as  the  absolute  property  of  the  Government, 
and  depriving  the  three  cities  of  the  resources  by  which 
they  might  relieve  themselves  from  their  great  pecuniary 
embarrassments.    He  had  insuperable  objections  to  the 
Government  owning  this  stock,  and  he  would  there- 
fore be  glad  to  see  this  section  stricken  out. 

Mr.  WALKER  said,  that,  being  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee which  reported  this  bill,  it  seemed  necessary  that 
be  should  explain  his  reasons  for  agreeing  to  the  report. 
He  never  could  have  voted  for  the  bill  in  the  shape  that 
it  came  from  the  House,  as  it  proposed  to  make  the 
Government  the  purchasers  of  stocx  in  tliis  canal  com- 
pany, in  the  same  manner  as  if  it  had  originally  subscrib- 
ed to  the  same  amount.  He  had  strong  objections  to 
the  Government  becoming  joint  stockholders  in  any  com- 
pany; and  he  should  therefore  vote  for  the  amendment 
to  strike  out  the  second  section;  believing  it  better  for 
the  United  States  to  have  no  security  at  all  for  the 
advances  they  were  to  make,  than  to  be  secured  in  so 
objectionable  a  way. 

On  taking  the  question,  the  first  amendment  of  the 
House  was  concurred  in  without  a  division;  and  the 
amendment  to  the  second  amendment  reported  by  the 
committee,  striking  out  the  second  section,  which  pro- 
vides that  the  stock  held  by  the  three  corporations  shall 
be  relinquished  to  the  Government,  was  agreed  to— Ayes 
21,  noes  9. 

Mr.  LEIGH,  who  had  voted  with  the  majority,  moved 
a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  striking  out  the  second 
section  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  corporate  cities  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  as  amended  by  the  House. 
This  vote,  he  said,  gave  to  these  cities  a  large  sum  of 
money,  without  taking  any  consideration  whatever  for 


the  repayment  of  the  money.  He  confessed  that  he  had 
not  attended  sufficiently  to  this  amendment  to  under- 
stand its  purport  when  he  gave  his  vote;  indeed,  be  waa 
under  the  impression  that  the  <^uestion  then  taken  had  a 
different  import  from  the  one  it  really  had.  He  did  not 
connder  that  he  had  a  right  to  vote  to  give  this  money 
to  the  city  of  Washington,  or  to  any  body  else,  without 
security  for  reimbursement;  and  he  therefore  moved  for 
a  reconsideration  of  the  vote. 

Mr.  KING  of  Alabama  thought  that  he  had  stated  the 
simple  question  before  the  Senate  as  plainly  as  language 
could  make  it.  If  they  struck  out  the  second  section,  they 
gave  up  the  stock  and  advanced  the  money  without  any 
pledge  whatever;  if  they  retained  the  section,  there 
would  be  a  transfer  of  this  stock  to  the  Government.  He 
did  not  mean  to  mislead  a  single  individual  in  the  expla- 
nation he  had  given.  He  wished  further  to  state,  that  if 
the  object  was  to  take  from  these  corporations  the  stock 
for  which  they  had  paid  $650,000,  it  would  leave  them  - 
without  any  resources  to  rid  themselves  from  the  heavy 
embarrassments  under  which  they  were  laboring. 

Mr.  LEIGH  did  not  doubt  that  the  honorable  Senator 
[Mr.  Kino  of  Alabama]  had  made  the  explanation  as 
stated,  and  he  confessed  it  was  his  own  fault  for  not  un- 
derstanding it;  but  his  mind,  at  that  moment,  had  been 
abstracted  from  the  subject.  If  he  had  understood  the 
question,  he  should  have  voted  directly  contrary  to  the 
vote  he  gave.  He  agreed  with  the  Senator  from  Mississippi 
[Mr.  Walkeh]  that  the  Government  had  no  right  to  be- 
come a  joint  stockholder,  but  would  not  enter  into  a  dis- 
cussion of  that  question  at  that  time.  He  would  prefer 
the  amendment  pronosed  to  be  oifered  by  the  Senator 
from  Alabama,  [Mr.  iCiko,]  in  case  this  amendment  to 
strike  out  failed,  to  the  section  as  it  now  stood. 

The  reconsideration  was  then  ordered,  and  the  qiies- 
tion  recurred  on  striking  out  the  second  section. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  wished  to  know  from  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  whether,  if  this  amendment  were 
adopted,  these  corporations  would  remain  in  debt  to  the 
Government,  or  whether  the  appropriation  in  the  bill 
was  to  be  considered  as  a  free  gift. 

Mr.  KING  replied,  that  there  was  no  obligation  what- 
ever on  the  part  of  these  corporations  to  refund  this 
money.  The  object  (Mr.  K.  said)  was  to  relieve  these 
corporations  from  their  embarrassment^  and  to  get  rid 
of  the  Virhole  matter.  If  gentlemen  were  not  prepared 
to  go  this  far,  he  was;  for  he  believed  that  the  ex- 
penses incurred  by  one  of  these  corporations  had  greatly 
enhanced  the  value  of  the  Government's  property,  the 
taxes  on  which  alone  would  amount  to  the  sum  granted. 
He  hoped  this  bill  would  be  sent  to  the  other  House  un- 
embaH'assed  by  any  stock  transactions  whatever. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  could  not  see  any  difference  in  the 
principle  between  lending  these  corporations  money  on 
security,  and  giving  it  to  them  as  a  donation.  He  was 
here  when  the  loan  was  contracted,  and,  foreseeing  the 
difficulties  that  would  be  created  by  it,  had  remonstrated 
against  it;  and,  in  fact,  none  protested  more  loudly  against 
it  than  the  good  people  of  Washington  themsclvei*.  It 
was  well  known  that  the  corporations  (the  city  of  Wash- 
ington in  particular)  pretended  to  have  claims  against 
the  Government,  on  account  of  expenditures,  which  had 
had  the  effect  of  raising  the  value  of  its  properly.  This 
was  no  doubt  true,  to  some  extent;  and  he  thought  the 
money  granted  by  this  bill  would  be  a  very  liberal  way 
of  paying  all  claims  they  might  have  of  that  nature.  He 
was  willing  to  give  them  this  money,  and  to  have  the 
debt  considered  as  cancelled. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
for  the  District  of  Columbia  [Mr.  Kmo  of  Alabama]  had 
avowed  this  appropriation  to  be  a  donation.  He  (Mr. 
C.)  doubted  the  propriety  and  also  the  constitutionality 
of  making  it.     He  would  much  rather  support  the  bill 
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as  sent  from  the  Sentte.  He  belie  red,  when  the  canal 
was  extended  to  the  mineral  regions,  the  stock  would 
rise  above  par.  He  would  much  rather  the  hill  would 
be  sent  back  to  the  House  of  Representatives  as  it  had 
originally  passed  the  Senate.  He  doubted  the  right  of 
Congress  to  vote  away  the  money  of  the  people,  without 
making  provision  to  hare  it  returned  to  their  Treasury 
again. 

Mr*  NILES  said  it  was  a  very  ungracious  task  in  any 
one  to  oppose  this  bill,  containing  a  donation  to  these 
corporations,  which  a  high  sense  of  public  duty  required 
him  to  do.  Congress,  in  his  opinion,  had  no  right  to 
interfere  in  this  matter,  except  as  the  local  Le^slature 
of  the  District  of  Columbia.  These  people  had  involved 
themselves  in  this  great  work,  and,  for  his  part,  he  could 
see  no  foundation  for  this  claim  either  in  law  or  equity. 
So  far  as  the  Government  had  stepped  in  as  an  endorser, 
they  ought  to  see  the  debt  paid.  If  they  paid  the  debt 
in  the  capscity  of  an  endorser,  they  ought,  as  an  endor- 
ser, to  secure  themselves  for  the  reimbursement  of  it. 
He  believed  conscientiously  that  to  relieve  these  people 
from  these  improvident  acts,  would  be  to  encourage  im- 
providence. The  value  of  this  stock  at  this  time  was 
not  worth  one-sixth  of  the  amount  of  the  debt,  and  the 
very  proiierty  which  the  money  appropriated  by  Con- 
gress had  purchased  might  not  be  worth  $10,000;  but 
whether  worth  much  or  little,  they  ought  to  take  security, 
not  as  a  hard  creditor  on  the  whole  property  of  the 
District,  but  on  this  canal  properly,  on  account  of  which 
the  debt  bad  been  incurred. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said,  as  he  had  opposed  this  bill  origin- 
ally, he  owed  it  to  himself  to  explain  the  views  which 
would  govern  his  vote  upon  the  question  now  presented. 
It  seemed  to  him  to  be  simple,  and  to  rest  within  a  very 
narrow  compass.  The  Senate  passed  this  bill  assuming 
the  Holland  debt,  amounting,  as  he  understood,  to  one 
and  a  half  million  of  dollars,  and  also  appropriating 
from  the  public  Treasury  from  six  to  seven  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  to  pay  to  the  several  cities  of  Washing- 
ton, Georgetown,  and  Alexandria,  the  interest  and 
charges  they  had  respectively  paid  on  account  of  their 
respective  portions  of  the  loan  from  Holland;  and,  as  a 
show  of  security  to  the  Government  for  those  payments, 
the  bill  provided  for  a'pledge  or  mortgage  to  the  United 
States  of  the  stock  held  by  each  city  respectively  in  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company. 

I'he  bill  went  to  the  House  in  this  shape,  where  it 
was  amended  by  striking  out  the  appropriation  of  from 
six  to  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars  lor  interest  and 
expenses,  and  by  striking  out  also  the  provision  for  the 
pledge  or  mortgsge  of  the  stock,  and  inserting,  in  lieu 
thereof,  a  provision  for  a  positive  transfer  of  the  stock  to 
the  United  States,  in  consideration  of  the  assumption 
by  the  Government  of  an  equal  amount  of  the  Holland 
debt. 

The  committee  of  the  Senate,  as  he  thought  most 
wisely,  had  disagreed  to  the  amendment  of  the  House 
providing  for  a  positive  transfer  of  the  stock,  because 
he  considered  that  provision  entirely  objectionable  in 
principle,  as  in  effect  making  the  United  States  a  pur- 
chaser of  this  amount  of  the  stock  of  the  canal  company 
at  par,  for  money  advanced,  or  fur  an  equal  liability, 
less  advantageous  to  the  public  Treasury  than  sn  advance 
of  money.  He  was  unable  to  discover  any  difference  in 
principle  between  this  proposition  and  a  proposition  to 
subscribe,  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  to  an  equal 
amount  of  the  stock  of  this  canal  company. 

The  committee  of  the  Senate  now  recommend  to  us 
to  concur  in  the  first  amendment  of  the  House  to  strike 
out  the  appropriation  for  interest  and  expenses,  amount- 
ing to  between  six  and  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars; 
and,  in  consideration  of  this,  to  give  up  to  the  cities  the 
fledge,  or  mortgage,  upon  the  canal  stock  proposed  to 


be  taken  by  the  bill,  as  H  urtginally  pasted  tbe  Senate; 
and  to  strike  out  the  amendment  of  the  House  requiring 
tbe  transfer  of  the  stock  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  should  vote  for  the  amendmeiit  pro- 
posed by  the  committee  of  the  Senate,  aknply  because 
be  considered  the  bill  in  that  shape  much  nsore  favorable 
to  the  public  Treasury  than  in  the  shape  in  which  H  orv 
ginally  passed  the  Senate,  and  bccmae  he  eould  not  con- 
sent to  the  principle  contained  in  the  amendment  of 
the  House,  requiring  a  positive  transfer  of  the  stock 
to  the  United  States.  He  did  not  consider  the  intrinsic 
value  of  tbe  stock  worth  the  six  or  seven  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  stricken  from  the  bill  as  tbe  consideration 
for  a  release  of  all  claim  upon  the  canal  slock.  He 
would  not  now  vote  for  an  appropriation  of  that  smount 
of  money  from  tbe  Treasury  for  the  purchase  of  tbe 
stock,  as  a  mere  financial  measure,  without  any  objection 
of  principle  to  such  a  use  of  the  public  money.  He 
therefore  thought  we  should  make  a  more  profitable 
bargain  for  the  pubHc  Treasury  by  passing  the  bill  in 
this  shape,  than  in  the  shape  in  which  it  bad  been  first 
put  by  the  Senate.  He  must  be  most  distinctly  under- 
stood as  entirely  opposed  to  the  whole  appropriation  in 
any  ahape;  and  his  present  object  was,  having  seen  that 
a  majority  of  the  Senate  were  favorable  to  the  bill  in 
some  shape,  to  make  the  best  bargain  for  the  Treasury 
in  his  pow*er.  It  seemed  to  him  that  some  gentlemen 
were  treating  rather  with  matters  of  form  than  matters  of 
substance.  I'hey  were  insisting  upon  the  form  of  security 
for  the  entire  amount  of  liability  assumed  by  tbe  Govern, 
ment;  while  no  man  did  contend,  and  he  was  sure  r.o 
man  would  contend,  that  the  real  value  of  the  security 
proposed  tu  be  taken  was  not  equal  to  the  actual  pay- 
ment  of  money  from  which  we  propose  to  relieve  the 
Treasury,  in  consideration  of  yielding  our  mortgage  upon 
the  stock,  which  is  all  the  security  offered,  or  propo&ed 
to  be  taken. 

Mr.  W.  said,  entertaining  these  views,  he  aliould 
vote  for  the  amendment  recommended  by  the  committee, 
though  be  should  at  all  times,  and  in  any  shape,  while 
his  feelings  remained  as  tliey  now  were,  vote  agaiiibt 
the  bill. 

Mr.  BLACK  had  always  voted  against  bills  similar  to 
this.  In  the  first  place,  he  was  opposed  to  the  claims 
and  in  the  second  place,  he  was  opposed  to  taking 
nominal  security,  which  was,  in  fact,  no  security  at  all, 
and  which  he  was  opposed  to  having  any  thing  to  do 
with,  lie  concurred  in  opinion  with  the  Senator  from 
Alabama,  [Mr.  Kmo,]  that  it  was  better  to  give  it  a&  a 
donation,  than  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  the  stock. 
He  could  not  see  the  difference  in  the  power  of  Con- 
gress between  loaning  the  money  on  the  security  of  a 
transfer  of  the  stock,  and  giving  it  as  a  donation  without 
security. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said  that  he  could  vote  to  grant  relief 
to  the  city  of  Washington,  because,  had  the  Government 
paid  taxes  on  its  property  in  the  same  manner  that  the 
citizens  had,  the  sum  would  have  amounted  to  more 
than  was  given  to  it  by  this  bill;  but  this  principle  did 
not  apply  to  the  towns  of  Georgetown  and  Alexandria, 
and  he  must  therefore  vote  against  the  bill.  He  could 
vote  for  it,  if  it  applied  to  Washington  alone;  but  as  he 
could  not  vote  for  Washington  unconnected  with  the 
other  towns,  he  must  oppose  the  whole  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out  the 
second  section,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — Yeas 
13,  nays  26,  as  follows: 

Ybas— Messrs.  Black,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Kent,  King 
of  Alabama,  Nicholas,  Porter,  Preston,  Southard,  Tall- 
msdge.  Walker,  Wall,  Webster,  Wriglit—lS. 

Nats— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clayton,  Crittemlen,  Cuthbcrt,  Uavis,  Ewing  of  Ohio, 
Grundy,  Hill,  Hubbard,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Leigh, 
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Moore,  MorrM,  Niles,  Pivntias,  Rives,  Robbins,  Robin- 
son* Ruffles,  Shepley,  4wiA,  Tomlinson— 26. 

Mr.  KING  of  AUbanui  then  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  of  the  House,  so  as  to  provide  that  the  stock 
in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  held  by  the  corpors- 
ttons  of  Washio^on,  Georgetown,  and  Alexandria,  shall 
be  deposited  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who 
is  empowered  to  sell  the  aaroe  at  any  time  within  ten 
years,  and  reimburse  the  money  advanced  by  this  bill. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  felt  bound  to  inquire,  before 
we  should  consent  to  take  this  stock,  either  positively 
or  conditionally,  whether  it  was  subject  to  further  calls 
by  the  company;  whether,  by  taking  a  mortgage,  or  a 
transfer,  we  were  subjecting  the  Government  to  further 
payments,  before  we  should  attempt  to  protect  our 
interests  in  a  manner  which  would,  in  Act,  merely  incur 
further  indebtedness. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  he  would  reply  to  the  Senstor 
from  Massachusetts,  that,  according  to  his  understanding 
of  the  matter,  a  further  call  would  be  most  desirable  to 
the  Government,  in  case  we  were  to  take  the  stock. 
He  supposed  the  only  ponsequence  of  a  failure  to  pay, 
in  case  of  a  call,  would  be  a  forfeiture  of  the  stock;  and 
ft  seemed  to  be  the  only  way  in  which  we  could  get  rid 
of  it.  He  believed  be  was  not  mistaken,  and  that  the 
privilege  of  forfeiture,  in  case  of  further  calls,  would  be 
left  to  us. 

Mr.  WEBSTER,  sitting  in  his  seat,  said,  I  hope  so. 

Mr.  Rivo's  amendment  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the 
bill,  as  amended,  was  sent  to  the  other  House  for  con- 
currence. 

Oil  motion  of  Mr.  SHEPI.EY,  the  Senate  took  up  the 
bill  for  the  reUef  of  Daniel  Steenrod;  and,  af\er  a  debate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAYTON,  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

NAVAL  ACADEMY. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, reported  a  bill  to  establish  a  naval  academy;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading.  The  report 
is  as  follows: 

The  Naval  Committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  reso- 
lutions of  sundry  officers  of  the  navy,  in  relation  to  a 
naval  school,  report: 

I'he  subject  to  which  the  attention  of  the  committee 
has  been  directed  by  these  resolutions  is  not  new  to 
them.  In  the  discharge  of  the  duties  assigned  by  the 
Senate,  they  have  anxiously  deliberated  upon  it;  and 
before  the  reference  which  calls  for  tiiis  report,  they 
had  resolved  to  present  it  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Senate,  and  directed  their  chairman  to  report  a  bill  for 
the  establishment  of  a  naval  school. 

In  coming  to  this  decision,  the  committee  take  leave 
to  refer  to  the  course  of  others  who  have  preceded  them 
in  their  action  upon  this  interesting  subject.  Upon  the 
earnest  recommendation  of  the  Executive,  provision  was 
proposed  bv  the  Senate  for  the  establishment  of  a  naval 
school  in  the  bill  for  the  gradual  improvement  of  the 
navy,  which  was  approved  on  the  3d  of  March,  1827, 
but  was  lost  by  a  ytry  small  majority.  At  the  last  ses- 
sion of  the  Senate,  a  bill  was  introduced  for  this  object, 
and  subsequently  reported  by  the  committee,  but  was 
not  finally  acted  upon.  In  again  presenting  it  to  the  Sen- 
ate, the  committee  are  influenced  by  a  strong  and  deci- 
ded conviction  of  its  indispensable  necessity  to  the  public 
interests,  and  to  the  honor,  usefulness,  and  efficiency  of 
the  navy. 

The  sense  entertained  and  expressed  by  the  officers 
whose  resolutions  were  referred,  of  the  value  of  educa- 
tion to  naval  officers,  and  the  impossibility  of  their 
obtaining  it  under  the  present  system,  meets  the  entire 
approbation  of  the  committee,  and  they  refer  the  Senate 
to  them,  as  expressing  sentiments  and  opinions  worthy 
uf  respectful  regard. 


The  nature  and  situation  of  the  naval  service  exhibit 
strongly  the  necessity  fur  the  proposed  measure. 

Our  navy  visits  every  land  and  every  ocean.  It  pro- 
tects a  commerce  at  this  moment  as  valuable  as  that  of 
any  other  nation,  though  less  than  one  other  in  amount 
of  men  and  tonnage,  scattered  over  the  whole  habitable 
globe,  and  exposed  to  dangers  of  every  possible  descrip- 
tion. In  the  protection  of  this  commerce,  our  naval 
officers  are  often  brought  in  contact  with  the  Govern- 
ments and  official  agents  of  every  civilized  nation,  and 
are  often  obliged  to  have  intercourse  with  them  upon 
subjects  which  can  only  be  properly  treated  by  well- 
educated  and  well-informed  men.  They  are,  indeed, 
our  national  representatives  in  all  other  countries,  and 
from  them  much  of  the  estimate  of  us,  as  to  our  manners, 
intelligence,  and  character  as  a  nation,  must  be  drawn. 
It  is  not  possible  that  their  duties  can  be  performed  in 
the  manner  in  which  we  should  desire  them  to  be  per- 
formed, without  science,  intelligence,  and  knowledge. 
Besides,  we  are  a  growing  nation,  and  it  is  our  interest 
and  our  duty  to  draw  from  every  other  region  tvtry 
species  of  knowledge  which  can  be  useful  to  us.  This 
can  be  more  effectually  and  useftilly  accomplished  by 
this,  than  by  any  other  class  of  our  citizens.  But  how 
can  all  these  be  accomplished  by  them,  without  proper, 
practical,  and  useful  education?  And  when  are  they  to 
receive  this  education?  They  are  appointed  when  mere 
boys — generally  between  the  ages  of  fourteen  and  seven- 
teen^when  it  is  not  possible  that  they  should  be  well 
informed  and  disciplined  scholars.  Their  situation  and 
duties  in  the  service  render  it  equally  impossible  that 
they  should  make  extensive  literary  and  scientific  ac- 
quirements, beyond  the  mere  practical  duties  of  the 
seaman.  They  have  not  pay  enough  at  that  period  of 
their  service  to  purchase  the  means  of  instruction,  nor 
time  enough  to  acquire  it.  Their  employments  are  too 
active  and  steady. 

The  only  mode  by  which  it  can  be  secured  is,  by  the 
establishment  of  a  school,  which  shall  combine  literary 
and  scientific  instniction  with  practical  performance  of 
a  portion  of  their  duties;  and  this  may  be  accomplished 
by  competent  teachers,  and  by  connecting  with  the 
school  one  or  more  small  vessels,  in  which  tliey  may  be 
compelled,  under  proper  guidance,  to  perform  in  turn 
all  the  services  of  the  common  sailor,  with  those  also 
which  belong  to  office  and  command. 

The  expense  of  such  an  establishment  need  not  be 
large.  With  it,  we  may  dispense  with  the  present  in- 
sufficient and  almost  useless  system  of  instruction  on 
bosrd  of  our  cruising  vessels,  and  the  money  expended 
upon  it  would  go  far  towards  supplying  the  means  neces- 
sary for  the  support  of  the  school. 

So  many  considerations  enter  into  the  selection  of  a 
place  for  a  naval  school,  and  it  is  so  properly  the  duty 
of  the  Executive,  that  the  committee  have  thought  it  pro- 
per to  leave  the  selection  to  the  Executive. 

They  report  a  bill. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Daniel  Steenrod. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  moved  to  commit  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims;  which  was,  after  much-  discussion, 
agreed  to. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


Monday,  Mat  16. 

Mr.  SHEPLEY  presented  the  credentials  of  the  hon- 
orable JoHir  M.  NiLss,  elected  by  the  legislature  of  the 
State  of  Connecticut  a  Senator  from  that  State,  to  supply 
the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  the  honorable 
Nathah  Smith.  ^ 

The  oath  to  support  the  constitution  of  the  United 
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States  WM  then  adtntnlstered  to  Mr.  Nilxs  by  the  Vice 
President. 

RECOGNITION  OF  TEXAS. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  presented  the  petition  of  sundry  citi- 
zens of  Bristol,  Rhode  Island,  praying  for  the  erection 
of  a  custom-house;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

Mr.  MANGUM  presented  a  series  of  resolutions  adopt- 
ed by  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  Burke  county.  North  Caro- 
lina, on  the  subject  of  the  affairs  of  Texas,  recommend- 
ing the  acknowledgment  by  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted SUtes  of  the  independence  of  that  country. 

Mr.  PRESTON  said  he  had  recently  bad  occasion  to 
express  his  hopes,  his  wishes,  and  his  feelings  in  regard  to 
Uie  affairs  in  Texas;  and  as  his  views  were  known  in  re- 
lation to  them,  he  was  not  disposed  to  trouble  the  Senate 
at  this  time  with  any  further  expression  of  them.  And 
yet  he  could  not  recognise  the  honor  conferred^  on  him 
by  the  mention  of  his  name  in  the  resolutions  just  pre- 
sented, without  reiterating  the  sentiments  expressed  by 
him  before.  He  coukl  not  tell  why  the  honor  was  done 
him  in  this  case,  unless  it  were  on  account  of  his  devo- 
tionto  the  cause  of  civil  liberty  generally  throughout  the 
world.  He  adverted  to  the  coincidence  in  point  of  time 
between  the  receipt  of  those  resolutions  and  this  glorious 
intelligence  from  Texas  of  one  of  the  most  glorious  re- 
sults ever  achieved.  It  was  a  gloomy  period  in  the  cause 
of  Texas  when  the  Mexican  Governor  had  advanced  to 
our  own  borders,  with  a  well  disciplined  army  flushed 
with  victory,  and  in  his  progress  had  marked  bis  foot- 
steps with  blood,  when  he  (Mr.  P.)  gave  utterance  to 
the  impulse  of  his  feelings  the  other  day.  He  then 
used  epithets  which  were  prompted  by  the  natural  feel- 
ings or  his  heart.  But  he  had  now  no  feeling  against 
Santa  Anna,  for  he  was,  thank  God,  a  prisoner,  or  per- 
haps a  corpse;  and  he  was  ready  to  proclaim  "glory  to 
God  In  the  highest."  The  effecU  of  that  victory  had  open- 
ed up  a  curtain  to  a  most  magnificent  scene.  This  in- 
vader had  come  on  at  the  head  of  his  force,  urged  on  by 
no  ordinary  impulse — by  an  infuriate  fanaticism — by  a 
superstitious  Catholicism,  goaded  on  by  a  miserable 
priesthood,  against  tb^t  invincible  Anglo-Saxon  race. 
It  was  at  once  a  war  of  religion  and  liberty.  And  when 
that  noble  race  engaged  in  a  war,  victory  was  sure  to 
perch  upon  their  standard.  This  was  not  merely  the 
retribution  of  the  cruel  war  upon  the  Alamo,  but  that  tide 
which  was  swollen  by  this  extraordinary  victory  would 
roll  on,  and  roll  on,  and  roll  on;  and  it  was  not  in  the 
spirit  of  prophecy  to  tell  when  it  would  slop. 

He  adverted  to  a  period  when  these  halls  were  anima- 
ted in  a  controversy  between  Mexico  and  Spain,  in 
which,  although  too  youn^  to  participate  in  it,  yet  he 
remembered  his  heart  beat  high  on  that  occasion  for  the 
cause  of  freedom.  The  Anglo-Saxon  race  was  a  popu- 
lation to  which  liberty  belonged,  and  from  which  liberty 
could  not  be  eradicated.  Look,  said  he,  acroas  to  the  Gulf 
of  California,  and  one  Government  will  overspread  that 
whole  extent  of  country.  Mexico,  it  was  known, 
raised  her  army  with  difficulty,  for  it  was  well  known 
that  there  was  a  part  of  the  people  there  who  were  re- 
publican, and  that  Santa  Anna  had  brought  the  army  he 
led  into  the  field  himself,  and  that  he  was  the  soul  of  it. 
He  was  now  cut  off*,  and  the  impression  upon  the  pub- 
lic mind  would  be  such,  that  the  spirit  of  the  South  and 
Southwest  would  pour  thousands  of  volunteers  on  the 
scene  of  action  to  put  an  end  to  the  struggle;  and  when 
they  had  once  put  iheir  foot  upon  the  Alamo,  they  would 
not  look  back,  but  onward — onward  would  be  their 
march. 

The  Mexican  Government  had  now  no  foothold — San- 
ta Anna  was  now  no  more,  and  there  was  no  Mexican 
,  Government.    Texas  had  achieved  her  liberty — she  had 


swept  her  foes  off  the  land  by  her  valiant  achievements. 
They  had  conquered,  in  her,  our  rights,  and  by  her  own 
arms,  while  he  had  stood  by  witnessing  the  struggle  for 
liberty. 

l*exas  might  or  might  not  belong  to  as,  or  we  to  it; 
but  talking,  as  the  people  there  did,  the  same  language 
with  us,  and  having  the  same  feelings  with  u%  tbej  were 
too  homogeneous  not  to  belong  to  us — they  were  with  us 
and  for  us,  and  we  were  with  and  for  them. 

Wishing  all  happiness,  success,  and  (Prosperity  to  Tex- 
as, he  declared  his  readiness  to  receive  her  the  moment 
her  achievements  had  sealed  her  independence.  He 
was  not  prepared  at  this  time  to  go  the  length  asked  of 
him  in  the  resolutions.  A  short  waiting  of  events  was 
necessary,  before  definitive  action  could  be  bad.  Bat  the 
tidings  were  on  the  wing;  and  but  give  him  the  fact  that 
Texas  was  a  Government  de  faetOf  and  he  pledgeil  him- 
self, for  one,  to  go  for  the  recognition  of  her  indepen- 
dence instant  er. 

Mr.  P.  concluded  by  tendering  his  hearty  reaponse  to 
the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  the  county  of  Burke,  in 
North  Carolina,  and  his  acknowledgments  for  the  hon- 
or they  had  done  him  in  the  mention  of  his  name. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  he  had,  upon  the  32d  of  April 
last,  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  straggle  in 
Texss,  and  suggested  the  reservation  of  any  surplus  tliat 
might  remain  in  the  Treasury,  for  the  purpose  of  acqui- 
ring Texas  from  whatever  Govemnnent  might  remain 
the  Government  dtfado  of  that  country.  At  that  period 
(said  Mr.  W.)  no  allusion  had  been  made,  he  believed, 
by  any  one  :n  either  House  of  Congpress  to  the  situation 
ofaffairs  in  Texas.  And  now,  (said  Mr.  W.,}  upon  the 
very  day  that  he  had  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  this  subject,  it  appeared  that  Santa  Anna  had  been  cap- 
tured, and  his  army  overthrown.  Mr.  W.  said  he  had 
never  doubted  this  result.  When,  on  the  22d  of  April 
last,  resolutions  were  introduced  before  the  Senate  by 
the  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Morxis,]  requesting  Con- 
gress to  recognise  the  independence  of  Texas,  he  (Mr. 
W. )  had  opposed  laying  these  resolutions  on  the  table,  and 
advocated  their  reference  to  a  committee  of  the  Senate. 
Mr.  W.  said  he  had  addressed  the  Senate  then  under  very 
diflTerent  circumstances  from  those  which  now  existed. 
The  cries  of  the  expiring  prisoners  at  the  Alamo  were 
then  resounding  in  our  ears;  the  victorious  usurper  was 
advancing  onward  with  his  exterminating  warfare,  and« 
in  the  minds  of  many,  all  was  gloom  and  despondency; 
but  Mr.  W.  said  that  the  published  report  of  oar  pro- 
ceedings demonstrated  that  he  did  not  for  a  moment  de- 
spond; that  his  confidence  in  the  rifle  of  the  West  was 
firm  and  unahakenj^  and  that  he  had  then  declared  thmt 
the  sun  was  not  more  certain  to  sef  in  the  western  hori- 
zon, than  that  Texas  would  maintain  her  imlepen- 
dence;  and  this  sentiment  he  had  taken  occasion  to  re- 
peat in  the  debate  on  this  subject  in  the  Senate  on  the 
9th  of  May  last.  Mr.  W.  said  that  what  waa  then 
prediction  is  now  reality;  and  his  heart  beat  high, 
and  his  very  pulse  throbbed  with  delight,  in  con- 
templating this  triumph  of  liberty.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  W.,) 
the  people  of  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  never  could 
have  permitted  Santa  Anna  and  his  myrmidona  to  retain 
the  dominion  of  Texas. 

Look  (said  Mr.W.)  at  the  maps^  and  observe  the  ex- 
traordinary corners  and  angles  of  our  present  l^oundary — 
that  boundary,  by  the  treaty  of  1819,  by  which  Texas 
was  sacrified;  by  which  the  valley  of  Mississippi  was  dis- 
membered; by  which  the  great  territories  of  the  Miais- 
sippi,  the  Arkansas  for  hundreds  of  miles,  and  the  Red 
river  for  a  thousand  miles,  were  virtually  surrendered  to 
Spain;  by  which  the  right  to  navigate  the  Mississippi 
was  in  lact  ceded  to  Spain,  and  a  foreign  power  placed 
on  Red  river,  within  three  days  of  New  Orleans;  a  treaty 
by  which  the  most  valuable  territory,  and  the  moat  im* 
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porlant  barbors  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  were  given  up, 
an  enemy  pUced  within  a  few  hours'  sail  of  New  Orleans, 
and  the  coroniand  of  the  Gulf  abandoned^  a  treaty  by 
which  five  or  six  States  (in  the  prospective)  were  torn 
from  the  banner  of  tlie  American  Union,  by  which  the 
balance  of  power  between  the  North  and  the  South  was 
broken;  a  balance,  by  establishing  which,  whilst  the 
North  maintained  its  numerical  preponderance  in  the 
lower  House,  the  South  would  maintain  a  majority  in  the 
Senate,  andjthus  each  section  be  prevented  from  oppress- 
ing the  other,  and  our  glorious  Union  be  rendered  per- 
petual. And,  (sud  Mr.  W.,)  let  gentlemen  loolc  at  the 
nature  of  the  population  of  Mexico;  let  them  examine 
.  Malte  Brun,  and  they  will  find  that  the  valley  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi never  could  have  permitted  Santa  Anna  to  set- 
tle Texas  with  the  mixed  colored  races  of  Mexico.  He 
^)td  that,  by  a' reference  to  Malte  Drun,  it  appeared  that 
of  the  eight  millions  that  peopled  Mexico,  but  one 
sc'Tcnth  were  of  the  white  race;  and  that  since  that  pe- 
riod the  expulsion  of  the  European  Spaniards  had  still 
further  diitttiiished  their  number.  The  rest  were  Afri- 
cans, Indians,  Mettizos,  Mulattoes,  and  Zambos,  spealcing 
twenty  different  languages,  and  constituting  the  most 
poi>>onous  compound  that  could  be  amalgamated;  united 
in  but  one  thing — ^their  subjection  to  a  tyrannical  priest- 
hood, and  their  total  ignorance  of  the  first  principles  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty.  And  could  this  miscalled  re- 
public be  permitted  to  dismember  the  great  valley  of 
t>>e  West,  to  establish  a  Government  of  Zambos  jind  Met- 
t'zoa,  of  Africans  and  Mulattoes,  upon  the  borders  of 
Louisiana  and  Arkansas,  in  the  very  heart  of  the  country, 
commanding  the  great  tributaries  of  the  Father  of  Wa- 
ters, constituting  an  asylum  for  fugitive  slaves  from  the 
West;  a  people  prepared  to  join  at  any  moment  in  pred- 
atory incursions  upon  the  frontiers;  prepared  to  unite 
^^>th  and  instigate  the  people  of  their  own  colored  race 
Within  our  limits  to  deeds  of  bloodshed  and  massacre? 
No,  (said  Mr.  \V.,)  this  never  could,  it  never  ought,  it 
never  would  have  been  permitted  by  the  people  of  the 
West;  and  Mr.  W.  rejoiced  that  the  conflict  was  over. 

The  resolutions  were  then  ordered  to  be  printed. 

After  transacting  some  other  business, 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  executive  business. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  CALHOUN  and  Mr. 
(•OLIiSBOROUGH,  but  was  carried  in  the  affirmative: 
Veas  20. 

Tiie  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
cstcuiive  business. 

After  siitting  some  time  with  closed  doors. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

TucsDAT,  Mat  17. 
ALPHONSO  WETMOBE. 

Mr.  NAUDAIN  moved  that  the  Committee  of  Claims 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  pe- 
tition of  Alphonso  Wetmore.  .  To  account  for  the  mo- 
t.on,  he  read  a  sentence  from  the  memorial,  in  which 
the  petitioner,  in  reference  to  a  former  application,  ex- 
pressed the  presumption  that  his  honor  would  not  again 
be  assailed,  declaring  his  determination  to  punish  an  in- 
sult, were  it  even  ih  the  court  of  Heaven!! 

Mr.  WEBSTER  asked  how  it  had  happened  that  such 
■  petition  had  been  presented  ? 

Mr.  LINK  said  he  could  answer  that  question.  He 
'laO  iiastily  glanced  over  its  contents,  and  the  olTensive 
^ords  liad  escaped  his  notice.  But,  had  he  seen  them, 
l»e  woyld  not  say  that  he  should  not  have  presented  the 
petition.  He  had  no  objection  to  having  a  dozen  such 
referred  to  him.  He  could  let  them  pass  for  just  so 
»««ch  as  they  were  worth,  and  not  bring  them  into  im- 
por'ance  by  any  specific  reference  to  them. 

Vol.  XII.^92 


Mr.  WEBSTER  reminded  the  Senator  that  there 
was  a  rule  of  the  Senate  which  required  that  every 
Senator  should  be  responsible  for  the  respectful  terms 
in  which  the  petitioner  addressed  Congress. 

[Mr.  Lms's  reply  was  not  heard.  He  was  understood 
to  say  that  had  he  seen  the  language,  the  recollection  of 
the  rule  would  have  induced  him  to  refrain  from  pre- 
senting it.] 

The  committee  were  then  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  petition. 

ALABAMA  AND  MISSISSIPPI   FIVE   PER  CENT. 

FUND. 

On. motion  of  Mr.  WALKER,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  bill  to  carry  into  effect,  in  the  States  of 
Alabama  and  Mississippi,  the  existing  compacts  with 
those  States  in  regard  to  the  Ave  per  cent,  fund,  and 
the  school  reservations. 

The  object  of  this  bill  is  to  reserve  the  one  thirty-sixtli 
part  of  the  lands  ceded  by  the  Chickasaws  in  the  above- 
named  States,  for  the  use  of  schools,  and  also  the  five 
per  cent,  fund  to  be  allowed  under  the  compact. 

The  only  alteration  proposed  was  an  amendment 
moved  by  Mr.  WALKER,  providing  that  the  selections 
of  the  lands  should  be  made  **outof  any  public  lands  re- 
maining unsold  that  shall  have  been  offered  at  public 
sale,"  instead  of  *'  out  of  any  public  lands  remaining 
unsold  that  have  been  heretofore  offered,"  &c. 

The  amendment  being  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  order- 
ed to  be  engrossed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  executive  business;  after  which. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


WsoHEsoAT,  Mat  18. 

VOLUNTEERS. 

Mr.  KING  of  Alabama  observed,  that  they  had  re- 
ceived information  that  morning  of  a  character  which 
rendered  it  necessary  that  they  should  proceed,  without 
delay,  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  providing  for  rais- 
ing an  additional  force  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers. 
They  had  undoubted  information  that  the  Creek  Indians, 
who  had,  for  some  time,  been  in  communication  with  the 
Seminoles,  had  manifested  a  hostile  spirit.  In  this  state 
of  things  he  deemed  it  unnecessary  to  say  any  thing  more 
than  to  ask  the  Senate  to  take  up  the  bill  from  the  House 
authorizing  the  President  to  accept  the  service  of  vol- 
unteers, and  he  hoped  that  the  amendments  made  to  it 
by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Pbestoit] 
would  obviate  all  objections  to  it,  and  that  it  would  be 
passed  and  sent  back  to  the  House  immediately.  If  they 
wished  to  avoid  the  scenes  of  horror  that  had  been  wit- 
nessed in  Florida,  it  was  necessary  for  them  to  act  at 
once. 

The  bill  was  then  taken  up,  and,  after  the  amendments 
had  been  explained  by  Mr.  PRESTON,  they  were  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  for  a  third  reading. , 

INDIAN  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  cur- 
rent expenses  of  the  Indian  department,  for  Indian  an- 
nuities, and  other  similar  objects,  for  the  year  1836. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  stated  that,  since  the  bill  bad  been 
reported,  various  communications  had  been  made  from 
the  department,  which  had  induced  the  Committee  on 
Finance  to  offer  sundry  amendments. 

The  first  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  W^kdster  was 
after  the  clauses  making  appropriations  for  the  Florida 
Indians,  to  insert  a  proviso  that  no  part  of  the  sum  thus 
appropriated  should  be  paid  to  such  Indians  as  have  been 
or  are  actually  engaged  in  hostilities  against  the  United 
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States,  unless,  by  any  change  orcircumsUnces,  the  Pre-  I 
sident  shall  be  induced  to  cause  the  same  to  be  paid  to 
them. 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  second  amendment,  increasing  the  appropriation 
for  the  expenses  attending  the  execution  of  the  treaty 
with  the  Creeks,  of  March  24,  1832,  from  $7,000  to 
$17,000,  was  agreed  to. 

The  third  amendment,  increasing  the  appropriation 
lor  the  expenses  of  the  Choctaw  treaty,  from  $6,000  to 
$8,900,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WBDSTER  then  submitted  several  communica- 
tions from  the  War  Department,  showing  that  a  consider- 
able addition  would  be  required  to  the  appropriations 
for  removing  Indians. 

Afler  these  communications  had  been  read, 

Mr.  WEBSTER  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to 
conform  totlie  estimates  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  which 
were  founded  on  the  supposed  fact  that  12,000  of  the 
Creek  Indians  would  be  prepared  to  remove  tbissuromer. 

I'he  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LINN  offered  an  amendment  providing  for  the 
salary  of  a  clerk  for  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs 
for  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  ($1,200{)  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  offered  an  amendment  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  invest,  in  some  safe  public  stocks, 
the  sum  of  $33,000,  tlie  balance  remtffning  from  the 
sales  of  the  lands  acquired  under  the  treaty  with  the 
Seneca  and  Sandusky  Indians;  wliich  amendment  was 
also  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WHITE  submitted  an  amendment  providing  that 
the  appropriation  of  $40,000  for  removing  the  Indians 
of  Wisconsin  to  the  neutral  ground  on  the  borders  of 
Missouri,  shall  not  be  used,  unless  said  Indians  will  agree 
to  emigrate  to  the  country  on  the  south  side  of  the  Mis- 
souri river. 

Mr.  W.  explained  the  objects  of  the  amendment,  and 
strongly  urged  its  propriety.  If  these  Indians,  he  said, 
were  troublesome  neighbors  now  to  the  whites,  they 
would  be  equally  so  in  the  country  to  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  remove  them.  Indeed,  they  might  as  well  re- 
main where  they  are,  as  to  be  sent  to  the  very  borders  of 
Missouri,  and  close  upon  the  white  settlements,  and  he 
hoped  that  the  amendment  would  be  adopted;  so  that  if 
they  were  removed  at  all,  they  would  be  sent  where  they 
were  not  likely  to  give  future  trouble.  Mr.  W.  spoke 
of  the  delays  in  the  emigration  of  the  Indians;  he  did  not 
censure  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  had  done  every  thing 
in  his  power  to  hasten  the  emigration;  but  there  was 
blame  somewhere,  and  it  must  be  in  the  incompetence 
or  unfaithfulness  of  some  of  the  agents  that  had  been 
employed. 

Mr.  KING  of  Alabama  said,  the  interest  of  speculating 
white  men  had  greatly  retarded  the  removal  of  the 
Indians.  The  last  agent  appointed,  he  believed,  was 
faithful,  but  had  found  his  energies  counteracted  by 
these  interested  whites.  The  Secretary  of  War  had 
facilitated  their  removal,  by  taking  measures  to  prevent 
their  being  daily  forced  to  travel  unreasonable  distances, 
and  also  to  prevent  their  being  exposed  to  inclement 
weather.  But  notwithstanding  every  precaution  used 
by  the  Government  to  prevent  it,  he  believed  frauds  had 
been  committed  which  caused  the  difficulty  witti  the 
Indians^  and  he  therefore  hoped  the  amendment  con- 
taining the  appropriation  might  prevail. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  hoped  that  some  gentleman  who 
understood  the  subject  would  explain  the  uses  for  which 
this  appropriation  whs  intended,  and  the  prospect  there 
was  of  its  being  applied  so  as  to  accomplish  the  object 
in  view.  Fur  his  part,  he  feared  that  It  would,  like 
other  appropriations  of  the  kind,  be  productive  only  of 
the  greatest  frauds.     He  had  long  anticipated  things  of 


this  kind.  He  bad  long  believed  that  this  Indian  de' 
partment  was  one  of  the  branches  of  the  Govemroen 
under  \vhich  the  greatest  frauds  would  be  perpetrated — 
that,  and  the  public  lands,  and  the  banking  system.  He 
only  regretted  that  the  speculators  in  Indian  lands  were 
not  the  persons  to  suffer,  instead  of  the  frontier  inhabit- 
ants. It  made  his  heart  bleed  to  think  of  the  sufferings 
of  the  innocent  frontier  settlers.  All  these  eriK  he 
said,  bad  been  the  result  of  mismanagement.  The 
persons  appointed  bad  been  generally  incapable  or  un- 
faithful. The  Government  ought  to  have  appointed 
men  orintelligence,  of  firmness,  and  of  honor,  who  would 
have  faithfully  fulfilled  their  obligations  to  the  United 
States  and  to  the  Indians.  Instead  of  that,  men  were  sent 
out  to  make  fortunes  for  themselves,  and  to  oppress  the 
Indians.  He  believed  that  the  two  Indian  wars  they 
had  had  were  the  result  of  mismanagement,  and  that  the 
one  that  was  announced  that  morning  might  be  traced 
to  the  same  cause.  '  All  this  resulted  from  want  of 
capacity  or  honesty  in  the  agents  sent  out  by  the  Got- 
ernment.  Did  he  not  see,  on  one  hand,  Isrre  fortunes 
built  up,  and,  on  the  other,  the  most  degrading  subs'"  r- 
viency  to  those  in  power. ^ 

The  prominent  cause  of  these  Indian  disturbances  had 
been  the  reservations,  which  he  had  invariably  opposed 
from  the  first,  predicting  that  they  would  be  followed 
by  specuUtions,  the  grossest  frauds,  and  by  the  greatest 
iniustice  to  the  Indians  themselves.  He  recollected  that 
when  the  first  Indian  treaty,  containing  reservations 
was  brought  in  the  Senate,  it  was  strenuously  opposed  by 
a  distinguislied  Senator  from  New  York,  (Rufus  Kin^,) 
who  demonstrated  the  evils  that  these  reservations  would 
lead  to.  That  treaty  was  confirmed;  and  since  that 
time  the  system  had  been  kept  up,  always  accompanied 
by  tlie  same  abuses.  There  was  no  remedy  for  this 
state  of  things,  but  in  the  appointment  of  honest,  capa- 
ble men,  who  would  consult  the  interest  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  welfare  of  the  Indians,  rather  than  their 
own  selfish  purposes.  Let  gentlemen  think  of  the 
course  of  this  administration,  and  the  consequences  of 
its  mismanagement  of  public  affairs.  First,  there  was  a 
French  war  threatened;  then  a  Seminole  war;  next  the 
probability  of  a  war  with  Mexico;  and  now  a  Creek  war. 
All  this  was  the  consequence  of  converting  this  Govern- 
ment into  a  political  electioneering  machine,  instead  of 
properly  administering  the  high  trusts  that  bad  been 
confided  by  the  people.  He  hoped  that  some  gentle 
man  who  understood  this  matter  would  explain  the 
necessity  of  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  WHITK  aaid  these  were  Indians  who  inhabited 
the  other  side  of  the  Wisconsin  river,  and  to  whom  we 
had  agreed  to  give  a  particular  sum  for  their  lands. 
They  had  remained  in  the  place  to  which  they  bad  re- 
moved, until  they  had  expended  all  their  money,  and 
then  returned  back  again  to  their  old  place  of  habitation, 
and  were  there  now,  to  the  great  annoyance  of  the 
people.  The  nation  had  an  annuity  often  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  object  of  this  provision  was,  (although  we 
were  now  under  no  obligation  to  advance  them  one  dol- 
lar,) that  the  money  should  be  withheld,  unless  they 
would  f^o  beyond  the  Missouri  river,  and'  remain  there. 
The  white  people  were  settled  close  by  them;  and  un> 
less  they  were  removed  while  in  our  power,  they  would 
be  on  the  whites,  and  serious  difficulties  would  arise. 
It  was  a  matter  of  regret  that  the  Indian  agent  there, 
who  was  an  intelligent  man,  and  bad  the  subject  much 
at  iKart,  had  recently  died . 

Mr.  PORTER  observed,  that  if  the  object  was  to  place 
these  Indians  on  the  immediate  borders  of  Misbouii,  the 
honorable  Senators  who  so  ablv  represented  that  State 
could  better  judge  ttian  himself  whether  they  would  be 
agreeable  neighbors.  For  his  part,  he  was  opposcrd  to 
the  removing  any  more  Indians  to  the  borders  of  Mtsp 
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souri,  Arktnaaib  and  Louisitna,  althoug^h  there  intpht 
luve  been  some  g^ood  reasons  for  removing  them  from 
the  interior  of  a  State;  yet  when  they  came  to  the  re- 
roovinpthem  from  the  Territories,  it  would  be  well 'to 
consider  whether  they  were  not  doing  more  harm  than 
good  by  the  measure.  This  was  the  first  steprMr.  P. 
aid,  in  the  removal  of  Indians  from  the  northwest,  to 
place  them  on  the  borders  of  the  southwestern  States. 
He  had  much  rather  that  the  people  of  the  northern 
part  of  Missouri  should  submit  to  the  inconvenience  of 
having  such  neighbors,  than  that  they  should  be  added 
to  the  number  of  Indians  already  on  the  borders  of 
Louisiana.  Let  the  Indiana  on  the  noHh  of  Missouri, 
said  Mr.  P.,  remain  .there;  the  people  of  the  north- 
western States  were  not  anxious  fop  their  removal;  it 
was  only  the  speculators,  who  were  anxious  to  get  the 
Indian  titles  to  their  lands  extinguished.  This  con- 
tinually extinguishing  Indian  titles,  while  they  bad  such 
Urge  quantities  of  lands  of  the  best  quality  yet  unsold, 
benefited  no  one  but  the  speculator,  who  believed  that 
tve  could  more  readily  get  purchasers  for  the  new  lands, 
and  that  greater  fortunes  could  be  made  by  them. 

Mr.  LINN  exhibited  to  the  Senate  a  statistical  account 
of  the  number  and  looatton  of  the  different  Indian  tribes, 
and  mkl  that  the  State  of  Missouri  had  objected  to  the 
policy  of  locating  them  in  her  vicinity,  but  eventually 
submitted  to  it;  and  he  would  not  now  object  to  that 
system  of  policy  being  carried  out  He  would  rather 
see  tl)em  located  on  one  frontier  border  than  on  two,  as 
It  was  easier  to  esUblish  an  efficient  line  of  posts  for  the 
protection  of  one,  than  it  would  be  for  the  protection  of 
two  frontiers.  He  agreed  with  the  views  of  the  Senator 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Whitb.]  It  was  too  late  to  in- 
quire now  into  the  fact  as  to  whether  they  had  been 
cheated,  which  had  been  admitted  from  the  beginning. 
The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Calhouh]  was 
tni&taken  as  to  the  Black  Hawk  war.  In  that  case,  the 
Indians  were  bought  off  by  salt  and  corn,  and  came  back 
•gain  expecting  to  b^  bought  off  again,  and,  being.disap. 
pointed  in  not  being  bought  off,  commenced  hostilities. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  regretted  much  that  the  Senator 
from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Tifpow,]  who  knew  more  about  the 
origin  of  Black  Hawk's  war  than  any  body  else,  was  not 
"i  his  place.  That  gentleman  rose  in  his  place,  and 
declared  that  that  war  broke  out  in  consequence  of  the 
mjsmanagement  of  the  officers  of  the  Government.  Let 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  recollect  that  this  acknowledg- 
ment came  from  one  of  the  warmest  friends  of  the 
administration. 

He  acknowledged,  with  the  Senator  from  Missouri, 
that  the  Indians  had  been  treated  wrong  from  beginning 
to  end;  which,  unfortunately,  would  ever  be  the  case, 
when  savage  and  civilized  man  came  in  conflict;  but  this 
was  no  reason  why  they  should  suffer  their  agents  to 
practise  frauds  both  against  the  Indians  and  the  Govern- 
ment. They  ought  to  have  honest,  intelligent,  and 
active  men  to  manage  their  Indian  affairs,  or  there  never 
would  be  an  end  to  these  abuses. .  There  were  no  peo- 
ple on  earth  so  easy  to  deal  with  as  our  half-civilized 
Indians.  It  only  required  ordinary  justice,  a  mild  but 
firm  course  of  conduct,  with  a  strict  adherence  to  truth 
|n  all  transactions  with  them;  and  it  was  the  easiest  thing 
m  the  world  to  keep  them  quiet.  The  Senator  spoke 
of  the  cordons  of  Indians  around  the  frontier;  but  let 
him  look  to  the  heavy  annuities  paid  them,  which  made 
It  their  interest  to  keep  at  peace.  With  proper  manage- 
njenf,  they  were  the  best  allies  we  could  have  to  keep 
oft  the  wild  Indians  at  a  distance.  He  saw,  he  said,  very 
plainly,  the  progress  of  events.  These  Indian  disturb- 
ances were  to  furnish  the  pretext  for  a  large  increase  of 
the  standing  i^rmy.  This  waa  the  consequence  of  carry- 
»ng  out  the  principles  of  the  spoils  party,  enriching  men 
with  large  jobs  and  contracts,  and  the  system  to  be 


kept  up  by  a  large  military.force.  He  repeated  that 
there  never  was  a  time  when  it  was  so  easy  to  keep  the 
Indians  at  peace.  Their  frontier  posts  were  greatly 
extended,  and  the  Indians  were  driven  back  into  the 
prairies;  and,  though  they  were  formidable  in  the  woods, 
being  the  best  light  troops  in  the  world,  they  were 
entirely  helpless  in  the  open  plain.  If  they  would  ap- 
point honest,  faithful,  intelligent  men,  to  transact  their 
business  with  the  Indians,  instead  of  broken  down  politi- 
cians, men  sent  out  to  be  rewarded  for  party  services, 
these  Indian  disturbances  would  soon  cease;  but  unless 
that  was  done,  it  was  apparent  that  there  would  be  con- 
tinual disturbances,  creating  causes  for  wars,  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  large  increase  of  the  standing  army.  He 
should  not  oppose  the  appropriation  after  the  explana- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  but  he  feared  that 
it  would  be  used  to  give  jobs  to  reward  some  political 
partisans. 

Mr.  LINN  said  he  did  not  rise  to  prolong  this  discus* 
sion,  but  merely  to  do  justice  to  the  character  of  an 
individual  now  no  more.  Injustice  had  been  done  the 
agent  of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  in  saying  that  the  Black 
Hawk  war  was  caused  either  by  want  of  character  or 
competency.  He  had  the  pleasure  of  an  intimate  ac- 
quaintance with  Mr.  St.  Vrain,  the  agent,  and  knew 
him  to  be  a  man  of  sterling  virtue,  active,  and  of  busi- 
ness habits,  and  very  intelligent.  He  had  done  all  that 
mortal  man  could  do  to  prevent  the  war  with  Black 
Hawk,  and  was  cut  off  in  the  prime  of  life  by  a  band  of 
the  Winnebagoes,  who  were  on  their  way  to  join  the 
forces  of  Black  Hawk.  He  fell  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duty  to  the  Indians  and  to  his  country.  The  appoint- 
ment of  agent  was  not  given  to  him  from  political  consi- 
derations,  as  he  was  known  to  be  what  was  then  called 
a  Clay  man. 

Mr.  WHITE  repeated,  that  if  these  Indians  were  not 
removed  southwest  of  the  Missouri,  difficulties  and 
schisms  would  take  place  between  them  and  the  whites. 
But,  by  removing  them  southwest  of  the  Missouri,  we 
would  have  a  natural  boundary  between  them  and  our 
people.  And  if  he  belonged  to  Missouri,  he  would  pre- 
fer having  them  removed  across  the  river;  for  although 
they  might  be  nearer,  they  could  not  be  so  annoying 
to  the  whites  as  if  on  two  border^  and  not  bounded  by 
any  natural  boundary.  The  plan  was,  if  they  were 
removed  there,  to  have  laws  adapted  to  them  enacted 
for  their  Government.  But  if  removed  to  where  they 
now  own  the  lands,  no  practical  benefit  would  result 
from  it.  Take  them  from  among  the  settlements  in 
Wisconsin,  under  the  direction  of  a  faithful  agent,  andy 
instead  of  endangering,  they  would  add  to  the  safety  of 
the  States  near  whose  borders  they  were  to  be  removed 
to;  i^d  so  far  from  being  apprehensive  of  any  injury 
from  them,  their  attachment  was  so  strong  to  the  United 
States,  that  he  would  repeat  what  he  had  said  before, 
that  if  the  country  wa&  in  need  of  volunteers,  there  was 
no  part  of  our  white  population  that  would  make  more 
faithful  soldiers  than  they.  If  they  were  to  remain  to 
annoy  our  whites,  they  might  as  well  remain  where  they 
were,  as  to  remove  them  back  to  the  place  proposed  in 
the  bill. 

Mr.  WALKER  did  not  rise  to  continue  this  discussion, 
but  to  notice  some  observations  that  had  fallen  from  the 
Senator  from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Pobtek.]  The  Senator 
supposed  that  the  removal  of  the  Indians  from  Mississippi 
and  Alabama  to  the  borders  of  Louisiana,  had  operated 
unfavorably  towards  that  State.  Now  he  took  it  upon 
himself  to  say  that  it  was  a  measure  the  most  favorable 
to  her  interests;  the  Choctaws,  the  Indians  thus  remov- 
ed, having  been  uniformly  the  friends  and  allies  of  the 
United  States,  from  the  time  of  the  revolution  to  this 
day.  These  Choctaws  had  invariably  been  our  warm 
friends;  they  had  fought  by  the  side  of  our  riflen 
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both  in  the  rcTolution  and  in  the  last  war.  And  aa  the 
Senator  from  Tennessee  well  observed,  he  would  rely 
on  no  volunteers  sooner  than  they  for  faithful  and  effi- 
cient service.  If  the  Senator  from  Louisiana  would  in- 
quire at  the  War  Department,  he  would  find  that  these 
Choctawa  had  olTered  to  raise  a  thousand  volunteers  to 
act  against  the  Seminoles.  So  far  from  the  removal  of 
these  Indians  having  been  a  disadvantage  to  Louisiana* 
the  putting  them  on  her  frontiers  rendered  her  more 
secure. 

Mr.  PORTER  said,  if  the  people  of  the  States  of 
Mississippi  and  Alabama  loved  these  Indians  so,  they 
ought  not  to  permit  them  to  pass  beyond  the  lines  of 
their  States.  He  apprehended  there  would  be  nothing 
but  **  weeping,  wailing,  and  gnashing  of  teeth,"  on  ac- 
count of  the  dear  Choctaws  being  removed  away  be- 
yond the  Missouri  river;  but  he  contended,  however, 
that,  whatever  might  be  the  state  of  their  feelings  now 
towards  the  whites,  there  was  no  certainly  as  to  what 
it  might  be  in  the  coming  generation  or  a  hundred  years 
hence. 

Mr.  WALKER  replied  that  the  people  of  Mississippi 
and  Alabama  never  intimated  that  these  Choctaws  were 
troublesome  or  dangerous  neighbors;  it  was  only  be- 
cause they  occupied  a  valuable  territory  in  these  States, 
keeping  the  States  dismembered,  that  they  wanted  them 
removed. 

Mr.  White's  amendment  was  then  sgreed  to. 

After  being  further  amended,  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

PAYMASTERS. 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  appoint  three  ad- 
ditional paymasters,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  requested  that  the  bill  should  lie 
until  to-morrow.  He  had  received  a  long  letter  from  a 
friend,  in  whose  judgment  he  had  much  confidence, 
against  the  whole  system  of  paymasters. 

Mr.  PRESTON,  although  willing  to  accommodate, 
stated  that  he  felt  himself,  in  this  instance,  acting  under 
restraint.  He  referred  to  the  state  of  the  country,  and 
the  absolute  necessity  which  existed  for  these  additional 
paymasters. 

Mr.  BUCH^AN  reiterated  his  request,  and  said,  if 
the  bill  were  laid  over  one  day,  he  should  not  be  inclin- 
ed to  oppose  it.  If  not,  he  should  be  obliged  to  put 
his  information  in  the  hands  of  a  member  of  the  House. 

The  bill  was  then  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE, 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  execu- 
tive business;  after  which,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Thursday,  Mat  19. 
VOLUNTEERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING  of  Alabama, 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  dis- 
agreement of  the  House  to  the  Senate's  amendment  to 
the  bill  authorizing  the  President  to  accept  the  services 
of  volunteers  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers;  when, 

Mr.  KING  of  Alabama  moved  that  the  Senate  insist  on 
its  amendment.  He  looked  on  this  amendment  of  the 
Senate  as  a  very  important  one,  and  that  without  it  the 
corps  to  be  raised  would  not  be  an  efficient  one.  The 
difficulties  with  the  Executives  of  the  SUtes>  with  regard 
to  the  appointment  of  the  general  and  field  officers, 
would  effectually  prevent  this  corps  from  being  so  or- 
ganized aa  to  be  efficient  and  useful.  He  hoped  that 
the  Senate  would  insist  on  its  amendment,  and  that  a 
message  would  be  sent  to  the  House  without  delay, 
so  as  to  expedite  the  passage  of  this  bill  as  much  as 
possible. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  understood  that  the  eflfect  of  thia 


di«igreement  of  the  Hoaae  was  to  change  the  character 
of  this  volunteer  force  from  regular  soldiers  to  volun- 
teer militia.  The  bill,  in  this  particular,  as  it  esme  from 
the  House,  mig^it  have  been  informally  worded;  hot  he 
thought  the  intention  of  that  body  was  niffieientlf  ex- 
pressed that  this  should  be  a  volunteer  militia,  and  not 
a  regular  force.  He  hoped  that  the  Senator  from  Ala- 
bama would,  in  a  spirit  of  conciliation,  agree  to  add  to 
hia  notion  a  request  for  a  conference.  Mr.  C.  then 
moved  to  amend  the  motion  of  Mr.  Kiwo,  by  adding  the 
words,  *«andariE  for  a  conference." 

Mr.  KING  of  Alabama  aaked  for  a  division  of  the 
question  as  it  atood;  and  after  a  discussion,  as  to  the 
points  of  order,  between  Messrs.  CALHOUN  and  KING 
of  Alabama, 

The  CHAIR  sUted  that  the  proper  question  wonki 
be,  *'  Shall  the  question  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  be  firat  put^" 

This  question  having  been  decided  in  the  negstivf , 

Mr.  CALHOUN  withdrew  his  motion* 

The  question  waa  then  talcen  on  Mr.  Knrs's  motion 
that  the  Senate  inaist  on  ita  amendment,  and  decided  in 
the  aifirmative. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  thought  that  it  would  expedite  (be 
passage  of  the  bill  through  both  Houaea  to  have  a  con- 
ferenee  with  a  committee  of  the  other  House. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  renewed  hia  motion  to  ask  for » 
conference;  which  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  com- 
mittee, with  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate,  wm 
appointed  by  the  Chair,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Cal- 
Houx,  KiRO  of  Alabama,  and  Buchavait. 

TRANSFERS   OF  PUBLIC  MONEY. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  on  Tuesday  by 
Mr.  Ewme  of  Ohio,  came  up  for  consideration: 

Retolwd^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  be  di- 
rected to  inform  the  Senate  what  amount  of  tran&fersof 
the  public  money  has  been  made  by  his  direction,  »nce 
the  30th  of  June  last,  from  the  Commercial  Bank  of  Cin- 
cinnati, and  also  from  the  Clinton  Bank  of  Columbus, 
to  banks  east  of  the  Alleghany  mountains;  giving  tbe 
date  and  amount  of  all  such  tranafer^,  and  the  banks 
from  and  to  which  they  were  made.  And,  also,  that 
he  inform  the  Senate  what  transfers  are  ordered  from 
each  of  the  abovenamed  banks,  and  when  and  to  what 
banks  they  are  to  be  made;  that  he  also  inform  tbe 
Senate  what  amount  of  transfers  waa  made  to  each 
one  of  the  said  banks  in  Ohio,  since  30th  of  June  last, 
and  what  amount,  if  any,  is  now  ordered  to  each. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
inserting  "and  the  Franklin  Bank  of  Ohio,"  which 
was  also  a  deposite  bank  in  that  State,  and  which  v*s 
omitted  in  the  resolution  in  its  original  form. 

Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  explained  his  object  in  moving 
the  resolution.  He  said  that,  about  the  middle  of  U$t 
month,  a  resolution  had  been  adopted  by  the  Senate* 
inquiring  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  whether  b« 
had  given  to  the  deposite  banks  power  to  direct  what 
currency  should,  and  what  should  not,  be  received  i^^ 
the  public  Isnds;  and  also  what  amount  of  the  publ>c 
moneys  had  been,  since  the  30th  of  June,  1835,  trans- 
ferred, by  his  directions,  from  the  four  northwestern 
States  and  the  Michigan  Territory  to  the  Eastern 
cities,  and  whether  further  transfers  were  ordered' 
This  resolution,  (said  Mr.  £.,)  after  long  delay,  drew 
forth  two  answers,  in  all  occupying  between  twenty  and 
thirty  printed  pages — a  mass  of  matter,  intricate,  ill-<i'* 
gested,  and  involved,  so  that  few  persons  can  have  tbe 
patience  to  read  it;  and  most  of  those  who  do,  will  rise 
from  the  perusal  without  deriving  any  certain  or  definite 
notion  of  the  meaning  of  the  Secretary,  and  with  fe« 
facts  distinctly  impressed  upon  the  mind.  This,  ho*eT- 
er,  is,  I  presume,  rather  the  misfortune  than  the  fault  w 
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the  Secretsrys  it  is  very  much  in  character  with  all 
his  state  papers.  He  explains  upon  the  plainest  prop- 
ositions in  the  world,  until  he  obscures  them.  £ven 
his  figures,  in  his  financial  tables,  are  repeated  and  in- 
Tolvedp  until  they  become  nearly  unintelligible. 

1  have  examined  these  reports  with  great  care,  and 
I  am  still  at  a  loss  to  say  whether  the  direct  inquiries  put 
to  him  by  the  Senate  haye,  in  one  part  or  another  of  his 
report,  or  in  all  together,  receired  an  answer.  If  they 
have,  those  answers  are  to  be  sought  after  and  sifted  from 
among  so  much  trash,  that  it- costs  more  than  they  are 
worth  to  find  them.  It  is  ss  if  he  bad  owed  an  ounce  of 
gold,  and  should  pay  it  by  delivering  a  wagon-load  of 
nnd,  containing  the  ounce  of  gold  distributed  through  it 
in  dust. 

But  I  have  gone  through  the  labor  (from  which  God 
preserve  my  friends!)  of  reading  and  examining  this  re- 
port; and  I  find  that  its  tendency,  in  one  most  important 
particular,  is  to  produce  a  fslse  impression,,  and  I,  on  a 
cursory  resding,  was  in  liiot  deceived  by  it.  Ilitnce 
this  resolution  which  I  have  offered,  to  get,  if  possible, 
something  in  plain  and  direct  language,  such  as  sums 
and  dates,  which  will  set  the  matter  right. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  a  circular  of  the  Clinton 
Bank  of  Columbus,  one  of  the  deposite  banks  in  Ohio, 
gave  rise  to  the  former  resolution  of  inquiry.  That  cir- 
cular informed  the  other  banks  in  Ohio  that  none  of 
their  notes  would  be  received  in  payment  for  public 
land,  except  such  as  would  agree  to  redeem  them  by 
grafts  on  some  of  the  Atlantic  cities,  at  thirty  dap'  date; 
and  giving  as  a  reason  for  such  a  harsh  requisition,  that 
nearly  all  the  public  money  which  they  received  had  ne- 
cessarily to  be  transmitted  there.  This  reason  for  the 
inquiry  was  fully  developed  in  the  remarks  which  I  made 
Qn  presenting  it.  It  was  to  ascertain  from  the  Secretary 
whether  this  constant  drain  'of  our  western  funds  was  in 
fact  going  on«  whether  the  public  money  was,  as  fast  as 
it  was  paid  in  for  landa^  transmitted  by  order  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  the  eastern  cities.  The  resolution  further  directs 
!)im  to  state  to  and  from  what  banks  such  transfers  have 
been  made. 

In  answer  to  this,  the  Secretary  says,  in  his  second  re- 
port, pages  1  and  3: 

•*  All  the  transfers  of  public  money,  from  the  30th 
June,  1835,  to  the  23d  of  April,  1836,  derived  from 
every  source,  and  made  from  the  western  States  speci- 
fied; to  any  cities  east  of  the  Alleghany  mountains,  have 
been  as  follows:  From  Ohio,  deducting  the  amount  sent 
there  within  the  period  named,  by  previous  transfers 
froTD  Indiana  and  the  agency  in  MiRSOuri,  only  $45,000; 
(there  having  been  transferred  to  Ohio  $1,570,000,  and 
from  there  but  $1,615,000.)  From  Indiana,  except 
those  to  the  Commercial  Bank  of  Cincinnati  and  its 
agency  at  St.  Louis,  and  thence  to  eastern  cities,  $00. 
From  Illinois,  except  the  deposites  from  that  State 
made  in  St.  Louis,  Indiana,  and  Michigan,  and  includ- 
ed in  theirs,  $00.  From  Missouri,  except  through 
the  agency  of  the  Commercial  Bank  of  Cincmnati,  $00. 
'*  But,  from  Illinois,  Missouri,  and  Indiana,  through 
deposites  in  the  agency  of  the  Commercial  Bank,  and 
transfers  thence  directly  to  the  eastern  cities,  $200,000; 
and  circuitously  from  those  three  States  to  Ohio,  and 
thence  east,  about  $1,015,000  more,  (viz.  in  all,  from 
Indiana  about  $470,000;  from  Missouri  about  $500,000; 
and  from  Illinois  about  $845,000. 

**  From  Michigan,  of  all  deposited  there,  from  all  qusr- 
ters,  the  sum  of  $2,050,000. 

**  These  sums»  amounting  to  $3,865,000,  constitute 
tlie  aglST'cgate  of  all  the  transfers  from  all  the  western 
and  northwestern  States,  and  the  Territory  named  in  the 
resolution,  to  any  part  of  the  East,  whether  consisting 
of  money  received  there  for  lands,  customs,  debts  due, 
miscellaneous  sources,  or  money  which  had,  before  the 


30th  June,  1^5,  been  transferred  from  eastern  cities 
to  the  West  and  Northwest,  for  public  expenditure,  but 
was  still  remaining  on  hand." 
And  again,  in  page  3,  he  says: 
**  The  probability  therefore  is,  that,  from  June,  1835, 
to  the  63d  of  April,  1836,  the  whole  amount  of  trannfers 
of  money  collected  for  sales  of  land  alone,  and  made 
from  Ohio  to  the  east  of  the  Alleghany  mountains, 
deducting  the  amount  brought  there  by  transfers  from 
elsewhere,  has  been  little  or  nothing;  as  the  amount  of 
transfers  thence  of  money  received  from  all  sources,  and 
beyond  what  has  been  transferred  to  Ohio  during  the 
same  period,  was  only  $45,000.  This  equals  about 
l-253d  part  of  the  amount  which,  during  that  period, 
has  been  received  from  the  sales  of  land  in  Ohio,  and 
still  leaves  in  that  State  over  one  million  of  dollars  of 
public  deposites;  and  in  her  banks,  including  the  agen- 
cy, about  two  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars  of  those  de- 
posites." 

And  in  page  11  he  gives  the  banks  from  and  to 
which  the  transfers  have  been  nutde,  without  specifying 
amounts.     Thus: 

"From  the  Commercial  Bank  of  Cincinnati,  and  its 
agency  at  St.  Louis; 
Clinton  Bank,  at  Columbus; 
Bank  of  Michigan,  and  Farmers  and  Mechanics' 
Bank,  at  Detroit: 
And  to  the  Union  and  Franklin  Banks,  at  Baltimore; 

Girard  Bank,  and  Moyamensing  Bank,  at  Phila- 
delphia; 
Bank  of  America,       "^ 
Manhattan  Bank,  and  Vat  New  York." 
Mechanics'  Bank,       j 
Now,  sir,  I  ask  you  what  you  would  understand  from 
this/    Would  you  understand  that  nearly  the  whole 
amount  paid  into  the  Clinton  Bank  at  Columbus,  which 
was  the  principal  subject  of  inquiry,  had  been  transmit- 
ted, or  was  under  order  of  transmission,  to  the  favored 
banks  in  the  eastern  cities^    Would  any  one  believe  it, 
who  for  a  moment  supposed  that  a  fair,  full,  and  true 
answer  was  intended  to  be  given  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  the  call  of  the  Senate?    Sir,  I  believe  the 
answer  to  be  true,  not  only  in  the  letter,  but  the  spirit. 
When  matters  which  occurred  in  the  Post  Office  some 
time  since  are  not  fresh  in  my  mind,  I  am  in  the  habit 
of  thinking  that  our  high  public  officers  are  above  this 
very  pitiful  evasion,  and  even  statements  calculated  to 
deceive.     I  supposed  the  report  of  the  Secretary  con- 
tained the  whole  truth;  and,  thinking  so,  I,  on  its  coming 
in,  felt  bound  to  do  him  what  I  supposed  to  be  justice, 
and  to  cast  the  blame  elsewhere,  of  a  part,  at  least,  of 
the  mischiefs  which  were  brought  upon  the  public. 
But  a  day  or  two  ago  I  received  mformation  which  led 
me  to  believe  that  I  had  been  deceived  by  the  report  of 
the  Secretary.     In  order  to  settle  that  matter,  I  offered 
this  resolution,  which  is  so  framed  that  I  think  he  cannot 
evade  or  slur  it  over.     This  morning,  my  resolution 
being  on  your  table,  I  find  in  the  Globe  the  following, 
which,  from  its  professed  exactness,  I  presume  has  its 
origin  in  or  near  the  Treasury: 

"  ThkClihtok  Dahk. — Some  of  the  opposition  mem- 
bers injjoth  Houses  of  Congress,  from  Ohio,  have  most 
shamefully  assailed  this  institution  of  their  own  State, 
because  it  is  one  of  the  deposite  banks. 

•«  Mr.  fiwing  represented  that  only  45,000  dollars  of 
the  public  money  had  been  transferred  by  this  bank 
during  the  past  year.  This  had  been  already  shown  to 
be  altogether  fallacious.  But,  in  justice  to  the  Clinton 
Bank,  we  state,  that  we  are  informed  this  bank  trans- 
ferred, in  less  than  one  year,  495,000  dollars,  and  that 
by  the  20th  of  next  month  it  will  have  transferred 
200,000  dollars  more;  and  all  without  the  smallest  ex- 
pense to  the  Government." 
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So  much  for  giving  ipo  easy  credence  to  official 
statements,  and  to  the  candor  and  fairness  of  executive 
officers. 

There  are  a  few  other  matters  set  forth  in  this  report, 
which  I  think  it  proper  to  notice.  The  Secretary,  after 
stating  the  amount  of  transfers  from  the  West  to  the 
£ast,  says  (page  7)  that  **  this  small  amount  of 
$:i,500,000  has  been  transferred  from  banks  and  States 
where  the  excesses  had  become  unprecedentedly  great, 
to  banks  and  States  where  there  is  still  a  deficiency 
for  all  probably  just  and  useful  fiscal  objects  during  the 
current  year."  And  in  another  part  of  the  report  he 
says  that  the  amount  of  these  transfers  from  these 
northwestern  States  have  been  but  about  one  piillion 
greater  than  the  transfers  from  one  single  city  (mean- 
ing, I  suppose.  New  York)  to  other  parts  of  the  Union. 

Now,  if  there  have  been  in  fact,  as  is  stated  in  the 
Globe,  (and  I  suppose  the  statement  is  by  authority,) 
these^  large  transfers  made  and  still  making  from  the 
Clinton  Bank,  is  it  true  that  it  was  because  there  was 
an  excess  of  the  public  money  in  that  bank,  and  in  that 
district  of  country?  The  Clinton  Bank  is  the  only  one 
having  deposites  which  can  use  them  in  any  manner  to 
the  advantage  of  the  northern  and  eastern  half  of  the 
State  of  Ohio,  and  that  bank  I  believe  has  not  had  more 
at  any  one  time  than  about  $400,000.  The  banks  to 
which  the  transfers  have  been  made,  within  the  distance 
of  about  two  hundred  miles  on  the  seacoast,  have  about 
$20,000,000,  and  are  in  the  receipt  of  nearly  all  the  cus- 
toms. They,  it  seems,  are  to  hold  on  to  all  they  have 
got  and  all  they  receive,  and  the  transfers  to  them  from 
the  West  are  to  meet  and  balance  the  transfers  from  them 
to  other  parts  of  the  Union.  How  stands  the  alleged 
deficiency  of  the  money  in  these  city  banks  for  ordinary 
expenditures?  They  have  now  about  twenty  millions, 
and  they  will  probably  receive  from  customs,  within  the 
year,  twelve  millions  more.  How  is  this  to  be  expend- 
ed^ and  where  the  necessity  of  these  further  transfers, 
this  perpetual  drain  on  the  West,  of  all  the  money  that 
is  in  it,  or  that  is  brought  to  it? 

But  ss  a  further  excuse  for  these  heavy  transfers,  of 
which  he  himself  evidently  feels  the  Injustice,  the  Sec- 
retary says,  in  pages  9  and  10  of  his  report: 

*■  It  is  proper  to  add,  further,  that  the  prospect  of  an 
interruption  of  trade,  if  not  a  war  with  France,  existed 
when  many  of  these  transfers  were  ordered,  and  when 
it  was  anticipated  that  great  and  unusual  expenditures 
would,  at  an  early  day,  be  authorized  on  the  seaboard) 
and  that,  since  the  prospect  of  those  difficulties  has  dis- 
appeared, and  the  protraction  and  expenditures  inciden- 
tal to  the  Indian  war  in  the  South,  as  well  as  the  indi- 
cations of  trouble  on  the  Mexican  frontier,  have  in- 
creased, the  new  transfers,  become  proper  by  new  ac- 
cumulations, have  been  mostly  turned  in  a  different  di- 
rection, towards  the  southern  quarter  of  the  country, 
and  rendered  more  easy,  by  following  the  course  of 
much  of  the  heavy  trade  down  the  Mississippi.  For  like 
reasons,  the  surplus  at  the  South  and  Southwest  has  re- 
cently been  allowed  to  augment  more,  and  considerable 
transfers  have  been  made  thither  from  New  York,  as  well 
as  the  West,  and  several  large  psyments  made  by  war- 
rants on  the  New  York  banks  in  favor  of  the  disbursing 
officers  in  the  South.*' 

Now,  if  the  prospect  of  a  French  war  was  indeed  the 
cause  of  any  of  these  transfers,  as  is  intimated,  why  is  it 
that,  since  the  prospect  of  war  has  ceased,  those  trans- 
fers still  continue  to  be  ordered  ?  .  And  why  is  it  that, 
while  transfers  are  made  from  Otiio  to  New  York,  trans- 
fers are  also  ordered  from  New  York  to  the  Southwest, 
instead  of  permitting  them  to  take  the  easy  current  of 
trade  down  the  Mississippi,  where  the  produce  of  the 
West  finds  its  earliest  spring  market?  I  know  not 
''ho  may  profit  by  these  circuitous  transfers,  but  I  do 


know  that  their  effect  is  to  distreii  and  embarrui  the 
people.  But  we'  have  a  clew  to  much  of  this  matter 
in  another  part  of  the  report.  I  have  frequently  suert* 
ed  upon  this  floor  my  conviction  that  the  public  deposites 
were  made  the  fund  with  which  companies  of  specu- 
lators, with  enormous  capital,  purchase  in  the  choicest 
parcels  of  the  public  land.  Now,  sir,  bear  in  mind  vhat 
is  said  in  tlie  above  paragraph  respecting  transfers  of  tbe 
public  money  from  the  Northwest  to  the  Atlantic  cities, 
and  from  those  cities  to  tbe  Southwest;  bear  in  mind 
this  suggestion,  and  then  examine  with  roe  the  actual 
condition  of  things,  and  you  will,  I  think,  perceive  its 
solution. 

First,  then,  it  will  be  perceived  tliat  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  either  by  himself  or  his  agents,  the  de- 
posite  banks,  requires  that  eastern  funds  only  shall 
be  paid  for  western  lands;  for,  if  the  notes  of  banks  be 
taken,  who  agree  to  redeem  their  notes  in  eastern  fttodii 
it  is  in  effect  the  payment  of  eastern  fiinds  for  lite 
lands.  They  alone  answer  the  purpose;  and  where  they 
are  not  to  be  had,  no  purchases  can  be  made.  The  peo- 
ple in  the  western  States  cannot  get  those  eastern  fiindi, 
nor  can  they  get  specie  to  any  extent,  for  it  is  not  in 
the  country,  except  what  is  in  the  vaults  of  the  banks; 
and  they  dare  not  loan  in  such  manner  as  to  drav  it 
from  them.  The  public  lands,  then,  can  be  purchased 
only  by  those  who  have  the  confidence  of  tbe  eutem 
deposite  banks;  that  is  to  say,  the  companies  of  specula- 
tors who  are  formed  in  the  eastern  cities,  and  who  are 
buying  up  the  whole  western  country.  Tbe  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  intimates,  (p.  6,)— what  is  do 
doubt  the  fact— that  nearly  all  the  money  paid  for  laodi 
comes  from  the  eastern  cities;  and  he  is  pursuing  the 
course  which  will  make  it  continue  to  be  so.  He  is  mi- 
king the  fund  in  the  deposite  banks  in  those  cities  inex- 
haustible, by  returning  the  public  money  to  them  ss  fast 
as  it  is  paid  in  for  lands  in  the  West;  so  that  it  has  only 
to  take  its  round,  and  be  paid  and  repaid  for  lands,  at 
the  pleasure  of  those  who  manage  it.  For  example: 
the  Manhattan  Bank  lends  a  million  of  dollars  to  a  com- 
pany of  land  speculators,  who  choose  to  purchase  up 
and  monopolize  all  the  fine  land  in  the  northwestern 
part  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  or  in  the  adjacent  parts  of  In- 
diana and  Michigan.  The  notes  of  this  bank,  being  re- 
ceivable for  public  lands,  are  given  to  the  company  on 
their  loan,  and  by  them  paid  into  the  land  offices;  Ibey 
are  paid  over  by  the  receiver  to  one  of  the  Detroit  banks 
or  to  the  Clinton  Bank  of  Columbus,  and  by  them  trans- 
mitted, under  an  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treuury. 
back  to  the  Manhattan  Bank;  that  bank,  then,  can  lend 
these  same  notes  out  again  to  the  same  company,  and 
they  will  do  to  buy  land  again  three  or  four  times  in  the 
course  of  the  summer.  If  they  happen  to  get  worn  out 
in  the  service,  it  is  very  easy  to  supply  new  ones;  fur 
these  companies,  which  make  large  entries,  use  Isrg^ 
bank  notes.  Those  of  #500  or  $1,000  suit  their  purpose 
very  well,  and  it  will  be  no  hardship  to  them  if  small 
notes  are  no  longer  receivable  for  public  lands. 

You  see,  Mr.  President,  how  this  thing  works.  No 
one  can  be  blind  to  it.  The  rage  of  speculation  ii  tl>u< 
carried  to  its  height,  and  the  means  of  speculation  i^i 
by  the  custody  of  the  public  funds,  made  infinite;  there 
is  no  conceivable  bound  or  limit  to  them,  when  the 
speculators  can  secure  the  confidence  of  the  deposi'^ 
banks,  and  the  favor  of  the  agents  of  the  Treastiry' 
And  what  does  the  public  get  for  these  lands?  Nothing 
at  all.  You  pretend  to  make  cash  sales— sales  for 
funds  better  than  specie;  but  they  are  in  effect  sales  on 
credit.  You  trust  the  deposite  bank — the  deposite  bank 
trusts  the  purchaser — not  a  dollar  of  specie  or  any  thing 
available  is  paid  into  the  Treasury;  in  the  mean  time 
you  part  witn  your  most  valuable  lands,  and  they  go  i*^ 
to  the  hands  of  those  who  will  sell  them  out  at  five 
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times  their  cost  to  the  fanner,  when  he  wants  to  pur- 
chase, and  can  get  the  means.  But  this  is  not  all.  The 
citizen  of  Ohio  or  Indiana,  who  wishes  to  purchase  a 
few  quarter  sections,  either  for  his  own  use,  or  to  settle 
his  sons  when  they  shall  grow  to  manhood,  cannot  enjoy 
any  share  of  this  credit  S3rstem;  for  the  money  paid  for 
the  land  goes  to  the  eastern  cities,  and  is  in  the  power 
of  none  but  eastern  borrowers.  No  man  in  moderate 
circumstances  anywhere  can  share  in  it.  It  is  your  men 
wurth  a  millioil  that  take  advantage  of  it.  The  western 
farmer  and  mechanic  are  driven  out  of  the  market;  for 
the  notes  of  the  western  banks  will  not  be  received  for 
land,  (so  says  the  Secretary  and  his  agents;)  and  those 
western  banks  dare  not,  and  cannot,  lend  out  their  spe- 
cie, or  lend  to  those  who  will  draw  specie  at  once  from 
their  vaults.  Thus  this  Treasury  arrangement  has  had 
the  effect  of  driving  small  purchasers  of  public  land  out 
of  the  field.  They  can  get  no  funds  to  buy  with .  It 
drires  all  western  men  out  of  the  field;  for  no  funds  that 
they  can  command  will  buy  of  the  Government  the  land 
adjacent  to  their  farms.  But  the  agent  of  the  New 
Turk,  or  Boston,  or  some  other  land  company,  can  come 
in  and  purchase  up  whole  counties,  and  give  in  pay- 
ment— what?  Not  gold  or  silver.  No,  sir,  notes— large 
handsome  notes,  on  the  Manhattan  Dank,  the  Girard 
Bank,  or  some  other  bank  that  has  about  one  dollar  in 
cash  in  its  vaults  to  every  ten  dollars  that  it  owes.  This 
is  the  game,  sir,  that  is  playing;  whether  it  be  wicked, 
or  merely  weak,  in  those  who  manag^e  it,  I  am  not  called 
upon  to  decide.  But  this  is  our  improved  currency-^ 
thus  it  is  that  you  destroy  monopolies.  These  are  your 
arrangements  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  man.  Never 
was  a  public  Treasury  or  the  finances  of  a  country 
more  shamefully  mismanaged. 

The  Secretary  further  says,  in  page  13  of  his  report: 

**  Many  predict,  contrary  to  my  own  anticipations, 
that  the  ease  in  the  market,  and  abundance  of  money 
throughout  the  country  generally,  will  continue  so 
great  and  unusual,  that  many  more  millions  of  active 
capital,  ranging  from  twenty  to  thirty  millions,  will  be 
parted  with  in  a  similar  way  in  the  course  of  the  present 
year." 

Was  there  ever  a  more  flagrant  insult  upon  the  know- 
ledge and  understanding  of  an  intelligent  people?  Ma- 
ny predict  that  the  ease  in  the  market,  and  the  abun- 
dance of  money,  will  continue  so  great  and  unusual! 
That  is  to  say,  the  abundance  of  money  is  now  great  and 
unusual;  the  market  is  now  easy  in  all  parts  of  the  coun- 
try; and  many  predict  it  will  continue  so.  This  is  the 
meaning  of  the  paragraph,  if  it  were  penned  in  sober 
truth.  If  it  be  a  sneer  at  the  mischiefs  which  have  been 
brought  upon  the  country,  it  is  subject  to  another  and  a 
different  construction.  But,  sir,  who  feels  that  the  mar- 
ket w  easy  and  money  abundant  in  all  parts  of  the  coun- 
try ?  None — none  except  the  deposite  banks  and  those 
who  have  credit  with  them.  To  them  it  is  easy;  to  these 
land  companies  it  is  easy;  for  they  pay  nothing  but  pa- 
per, which  can  be  manufactured  cheap,  for  the  finest 
lands  that  the  sun  erer  shone  on.  But  to  the  farmer, 
the  mechanic,  the  merchant,  the  money  market  is  not 
easy,  but  the  reverse. 

I  am  one  of  those  who,  early  in  the  present  session, 
predicted  something  about  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
for  the  present  and  future  years;  and  what  1  did  predict 
was,  that,  if  the  present  deposite  system  continued,  and 
if  money  were  permitted  to  accumulate  in  the  Treasury, 
it  would  continue  to  pass  into  the  hands  of  specula- 
tors, and  that  there  would  be  not  less  than  $20,000,000 
borrowed  out  and  paid  in  for  public  lands  by  the  favor- 
tter  of  those  banks  and  of  the  Treasury,  while  men  en- 
gaged in  the  ordinary  and  useful  avocations  of  life  would 
find  embarrassment  and  difficulty  in  their  pursuits,  and 
wblle  the  Government  would  accumulate  a  m^ss  of  un- 


sound and  unavailable  bank  credits  in  exchange  for  its 
lands.  The  first  quarter  of  the  year  has  gone  beyond 
the  prediction;  nearly  six  millions  have  been  received 
from  public  lands,  and  it  is  all  bank  paper  or  bank  cred- 
it.    So  it  goes. 

The  Secretaij  says  he  is  anxious  to  get  clear  of  the 
responsibility  of  managing  these  funds.  And  it  is  time 
he  should  do  so,  for  he  must  now  feel  his  utter  incapacity 
to  manage  them;  and  we  talk  now  of  regulating  the 
deposites  by  law,  and  investing  the  surplus  money  in 
some  way  so  that  it  will  be  safe  and  useful  to  the  coun- 
try. But  no  such  thing  will  be  done.  Nevertheless, 
I  doubt  not  that  a  large  majority  ofthe  Senate,  and  of  the 
House  also,  individually  think  that  it  ought  to  be^  and 
wish  that  it  may  be,  effected.  But  the  party — that 
invisible  power  which  rules  over  our  deliberations,  as  ab- 
solute in  its  decrees 'as  destmy  itself,  does  not  will  it, 
and  it  cannot  be  done.  But  your  public  money  must 
remain  where  it  is,  and  continue  to  be  applied  as  it 
is,  until  certain  political  objects  shall  have  been  effected, 
and  certain  favored  individuals  shall  have  amassed  for- 
tunes as  large  as  they  may  desire.  When  those  political 
objects  are  accomplished,  and  those  fortunes  made — 
when  ambition  is  gratified,  and  avarice  satiated  until  it 
cries  enough — ^perhaps  when  all  this  is  done,  but  no  soon- 
er, the  public  funds  will  be  once  more  placed  under  the 
protection  ofthe  law.  But  those  are  idle  dreamers  who 
believe  that  we  shall  be  allowed  to  effect  any  thing  this 
year— the  party  will  not  permit  it,  and  it  cannot  be 
done. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  that  he  hoped  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  was  mistaken;  that  the  matter  of  regulating 
the  deposite  banks  would  not  be  postponed  or  neglect- 
ed. He  hoped  all  information,  necessary  for  the  delib- 
eration of  Congress,  would  be  obtained,  without  unne- 
ceissary  delay;  and  that  this  great  question,  respecting 
the  state  of  the  public  moneys  in  the  deposite  banks, 
might  be  considered  and  acted  on.  It  seems  to  me 
(said  Mr  W.)  that  the  delay,  in  bringing  on  this  discussion 
and  in  adopting  the  appropriate  legal  measures,  is  most 
exceedingly  to  be  regretted.  Gentlemen  do  not  appear 
to  me  to  be  at  all  sensible  ofthe  great  public  injury  which 
arises  from  the  unsettled  and  uncertain  state  of  this 
question.  It  is  impossible  that  commercial  affairs 
can  return  to  their  accustomed  course,  until  Con- 
gress shall  have  acted  upon  tiie  subject,  or  shall  ad- 
journ, and  thereby  have  shown  that  it  will  not  act  aU 
all.  I  think  every  day  of  the  session  is,  in  this  respect 
and  this  aspect,  a  positive  injury  to  the  commercial 
community;  and  yet  we  are  past  the  middle  of  the  sixth 
month  of  the  session,  and  no  real  progress  has  been 
made  with  ttiis  great  and  important  subject.  1  think  it 
indispensable  that  the  public  mind  should  be  quieted; 
that  men  of  business  should  know  what  they  have  to  ex- 
pect; and  that  the  deposite  banks  themselves  may  be 
able  so  to  conduct  their  business  as  may  be  most,  useful 
to  the  public.  Even  with  the  best  dispositions,  and  the 
wisest  administration,  these  banks  cannot  act  in  the  man- 
ner most  useful  to  the  public,  while  the  present  condi- 
tion of  doubt  and  embarrassment  remains. 

If  the  land  bill  is  not  to  pass,  and  if  no  distribution  is 
to  be  made  of  the  surplus  revenue,  then  at  least  there 
ought  to  be  just  regulations  adopted  for  the  government 
ofthe  deposite  banks;  such  regulations  as  may  give  securi- 
ty to  the  public,  and  shall  also  enable  the  banks  to  meet, 
to  a  just  extent,  the  commercial  wants  and  exigencies  of 
the  people.  If  we  are  to  depend  on  these  banks  for  the 
custody  ofthe  public  moneys  for  the  means  of  exchange, 
and  for  the  accommodation  of  the  public,  then  their 
duties  ought  to  be  described  and  defined;  they  ougiit  to 
know  what  they  may  rely  on,  and  to  have  no  just  ground 
for  arousing  public  complaint,  by  referring  to  the  un- 
settled and  uncertain  policy  of  Congress.     Every  man 


147X 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


1472 


Skkatx.] 


TrantftrM  of  Public  Money. 


[Mat  19,  18J6. 


must  see  that,  with  this  ^t%X  amount  of  money  in  the 
Treasury,  the  banks  in  which  it  is  deposited,  and  which 
will  be  expected  to  use  it  for  purposes  of  discount,  have 
Tery  high  and  important  duties  to  perform  towards  the 
community,  as  well  as  towards  the  Government.  They 
have  now  some  reason  to  say  that  the  uncertainty  as  to 
what  may  be  done  by  Congress  hampers  their  discre- 
tion, controls  their  judgment,  and  deprives  them  of  the 
faculty  of  beneficial  action.  I  repeat,  sir,  that  all  unne- 
cessary delay  ought  to  be  avoided.  We  are  on  the 
verge  of  summer.  We  have  nearly  reached  the  day  on 
which  the  Senate  thought  Congress  might  adjourn. 
The  session  cannot  be  much  farther  prolonged,  without 
great  inconvenience;  and  next  to  measures  intended  to 
defend  the  frontier  against  invasion,  there  is  nothing 
more  important  or  more  urgent  than  this  subject.  I 
entreat  gentlemen  to  act  upon  it  at  once,  and  to  act 
decisively. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  remarked  that  he  could  not  perceive 
the  propriety  of  the  course  which  had  been  pursued  by 
the  Senator  from  Ohio.     He  could  not  tell  why  that 
Senator  had  thought  it  necessary,  upon  the  offer  of  the 
present  resolution  before  the  Senate,  to  go  into  a  full 
consideration  of  the  reports  which  had  been  communica- 
ted by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  answer  to  a 
resolution  which  had  been  previously  presented  to  the 
Senate  by  the  Senator  himself.    It  seemed  to  him  alto- 
gether more  approprisle  that  the  character  of  those 
reports  should  nave  ocen  discussed  when  they  were  first 
transmitted  to  the  Senate.     But  the  Senator  had  seen 
fit  to  take  a  different  course—one  more  consonant,  un- 
doubtedly, to  his  own  feelings,  and  more  in  accordance 
with  his  scni»e  of  propriety,  although,  from  the  begin- 
ning, he  could  not  well  understand  the  object  of  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  in  moving  these  resolutions.    He 
could  not  see  how,  or  in  what  way,  the  answers  could, 
by  any  possibility,  aid  the  Senate  in  its  legislative  action. 
He  could  not  well  perceive  in  what  manner  those  resolu- 
tions were  to  accomplish  any  valuable  object.     But  he 
did  not  oppose  the  adoption  of  the  first,  nor  did  he  in- 
tend to  throw  anv  thing  in  the  way  of  the  adoption  of 
the  present  resolution.    He  did  nn  a  former  occasion 
suppose,  and  he  could  not  now  but  believe,  that  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  felt  himself  called  upon,  in  the  faith- 
ful discharge  of  his  duty  here,  to  elicit  the  information 
sought  for  by  his  resolutions;  he  would  not,  however, 
on  this  particular  occasion,  follow  the  example  of  the 
Senator.     He  could  not  feel  himself  at  liberty,  upon  the 
question  now  before  the  Senate,  to  discuss  the  merits 
or  the  demerits  of  the  reports  of  the  Secretsry  of  the 
Treasury,  made  days  ago,  in  answer  to  a  resolution 
previously  offered  and  previously  adopted.     He  would 
not  obtrude  his  own  opinion  of  these  reports  upon  the 
Senate.     He  should  pass  no  judgment  upon  these  com- 
munications of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.     He 
would,  for  himself,  merely  say  that  he  entirely  differed 
in  opinion  with  the  Senator  from  Ohio.     He  considered 
the  document  in  question  a  full  and  satisfactory  answer 
to  the  inquiries  contained  in  the  first  resolution.     He 
could  not  but  regard  those  communications  as  among 
the  able  arguments  of  that  officer,  clearly  and  conclu- 
sively showing  the  reasons  which  have  induced  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Department  in  relation  to  its  management  of 
the  public  moneys.     He  was  willing,  therefore,  to  leave 
this  whole  matter  to  the  people  themselves.    They  were 
entirely  competent  to  form   a  correct  judgment — they 
would  do  so.     They  would  take  the  resolution  of  the 
Senator  from  Oliio;  thoy  would  take  the  answer  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  that  resolution;  and  they 
would  determine  for  themselves,  and  in  that  determina- 
tion he  thdught  the  Secret<iry  might  safely  rely.     He 
greatly  misconceived  if  the  Senator  found  himself  sustain- 
ed by  popular  sentiment  in  the  judgment  which  he,  in 


the  course  of  his  remarks  had  seen  fit  to  declare  with 
reference  to  these  reports.  Let  that  matter  pass,  lie 
had  risen  not  to  discuss  these  reports,  but  to  reply  to 
some  general  suggestions  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio. 
That  gentleman  had  said  that,  by  his  first  reaolution,  he 
sought  for  the  same  information  which  is  called  for  by 
the  present  resolution;  that  he  expected  to  obtain  the 
information  now  required  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  under  his  first  reaolution;  and  of  consequence 
the  Senator  from  Ohio,  he  presumed,  is  prepared  to 
charge  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  an  omission  of 
duty  in  this  particular.  Now,  there  is  nothing  dearer, 
more  evident,  than  that  the  first  resolution  ofTered  by 
that  Senator  was  materially  different  in  its  terms  from 
the  resolution  which  is  now  before  the  Senate;  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  could  not,  under  that  resolu- 
tion,  without  having  committed  the  greatest  violence 
upon  language,  have  given  to  it  a  different  considera- 
tion— a  different  construction  from  what  he  did  give. 

It  would  liave  been  passing  strange  if  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  had,  under  the  first  resolution,  communi- 
cated the  facts— the  information  required  by  the  resdiu 
tion  now  before  the  Senate.  If  the  Secretary  had  dune 
this,  he  would  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  tlut 
his  report  would  fiave  been  an  argument  without  autho- 
rity— ^an  answer  to  an  inquiry  never  made.  In  such  a 
case  the  Secretary  would  have  been  clearly  obnoxious  lo 
the  charge  of  making  an  officious,  uncalled-for  commu- 
nication. But  he  hasarded  nothing  in  saying  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  communicating  to  the 
Senate  his  answer  to  the  first  resolution,  had  done  all  he 
was  authorized  to  do,  and  had  done  nothing  more  than 
he  was  authorized  to  do.  What  was  required  by  the 
first  resolution,  and  what  were  its  provisions?  And  what  .s 
required,  and  what  are  the  provisions  of  the  present 
resolution?  He  would  subjoin  a  literal  copy  of  each  re- 
solution; and  a  bare  reading  of  them  would  show  that  na 
two  papers  were  more  essentially  variant  in  their  terms 
and  requirements.  There  can  bs  no  mistake,  no  mi^ip- 
prehension  about  this  matter: 

**Jieaoivedt  That  the  Secretar)'  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  inform  the  Senate  what  amount  of  moneys  o( 
the  United  States,  received  for  public  lands  in  the 
States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Missouri,  and 
the  Michigan  Territory,  has  been,  in  pursuance  of  lui 
instructions,  transferred  to  banks  in  the  eastern  cities 
since  the  30th  June,  1835;  and  that  he  designate 
the  banks  from  and  to  which  such  transfers  have  been 
made;  that  he  also  inform  the  Senate  whether  any  such 
transfers  are  now  ordered,  and  whether  any  of  the  de- 
posite  banks  in  the  above-named  States  or  Territory 
have  authority  to  direct  what  money  shall  be  received 
for  public  lands  in  the  districts  for  which  they  are  the 
depositories.'' 

This  was  the  first  resolution;  the  following  is  an  exact 
copy  of  the  present  resolution: 

**  Rnolvea,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  bo 
directed  to  inform  the  Senate  what  amount  of  transfers 
of  the  public  money  has  been,  by  his  direction,  since  the 
30th  of  June  last,  transferred  from  the  Commercial  Bank, 
and  also  from  the  Frankhn  Bank  of  Cincinnati,  and  also 
from  the  Clinton  Bank  of  Columbus,  to  banks  east  of  the 
Alleghany  mountains;  giving  the  date  and  amount  of  all 
such  transfers,  and  the  banks  from  and  to  which  they 
were  made.  And,  also,  that  he  inform  the  Senate  what 
transfers  are  ordered  from  each  of  the  above-named 
banks,  and  when  and  to  what  banks  they  are  to  be  made. 
That  he  also  inform  the  Senate  wiiat  amount  of  trans- 
fers was  made  to  each  one  of  the  said  banks  in  Dhio 
since  the  30th  of  June  last,  and  what  amount,  if  any, 
is  now  ordered  to  each.*' 

The  first  resolution  asked  what  amount  of  moneys  re* 
ceived  for  public  lands  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  II- 
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linois,  and  MisBoiirt,  and  the  Michigan  Territory,  has 
been  tranaferred  to  banks  in  the  eastern  cities  since  30tb 
June,  1835,  and  the  answer  was  promptly  and  truly 
^iveii.  The  report  stated  what  *' amount  of  money" 
htd  been  transferred  from  Ohio,"  &c.  This  was  the  in- 
quiry, and  this  inquiry  was  answered.  But  the  present 
reaolution  asks  what  amount  has  been  transferred  from 
particular  banks  each  in  Ohio,  including  all  the  de- 
posite  banks  in  Ohio,  and  in  Ohio  alone.  Would  it 
hare  been  posnble  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  have  inferred  that  this  was  the  purpose  of  the  Sena- 
tor froin  Ohio,  under  hit  first  resolution?  When 
he  asked  what  amount  of  money  had  been  transferred 
rrom  the  «  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Missouri, 
and  from  the  Michigan  Territory,"  that  all  the  Sena- 
tor  intended  was,  to  be  informed  of  the  amounts  which 
hsd  been  transferred  from  <*  particular  banks  in  Ohio," 
this  could  not  have  been  presumed.  The  Senator  was 
probably  dissatisfied  by  the  answer  given  to  his  first  re- 
solution; but  it  was  given — truly  and  promptly  given <  and 
he  would  assure  the  Senator  that  he  would  as  truly  and 
ss  promptly  receive  %n  answer  to  the  present,  as  he  did 
to  his  first  resolution.  Again:  the  first  resolution  did 
not  ask  the  amount  or  date  of  each  transfin't  but  only 
the  whole  amount  since  30tb  June,  1835,  and  the  names 
of  the  banks  to  and  from  which  made.  The  anawer 
vu  given.  But  how  ia  this  r<;solution?  It  asks  for  the 
date  and  amount  of  each  transfer,  and  the  banks  from 
and  to  which  it  was  made.  The  known  industry  of  the 
head  of  the  l*reasury  Department  will,  without  delay, 
furnish  an  answer  to  this  inquiry.  No  information,  he 
VBs  sure,  would  be  withheld  by  that  officer  from  the 
Senate,  or  from  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  which  they  or 
he  might  think  proper  to  ask  for;  but  certainly  the  Sec* 
retary  had  a  right  to  expect  that  the  wished-for  informa- 
tion should  be  asked  in  language  which  reason  and  in- 
telligence might  comprehend. 

Again.  The  first  resolution  asked  whether  any  more 
^rtnsfers  were  ordered,  and  only  thati  and  In  reply  it 
was  stated  there  were,  and  the  reply  covered  the  whole 
inquiry.  But  this  resolution  asks  the  amount  of  each 
transfer  ordered,  and  when  to  take  effect,  and  the  banks 
tuand  from  which  they  are  made.  He  would  assure 
the  Senator  tliat  an  answer  to  this  last  inquiry  would  be 
at  once  given. 

Again.  The  first  resolution  asked  nothing  about  the 
tninsfers  to  Ohio  or  its  banks;  and  hence  they  were 
«alcd  only  in  the  gross,  in  illustration  of  the  transfers 
therein.  But  the  present  reaolution  asks  for  the  amount 
of  transfers  to  eachoftlie  said  banks  in  Ohio  during 
said  lime.  In  trutli,  it  would  be  difficult  to  conceive  of 
two  resolutions  having  more  clearly  distinct  and  differ- 
ent objects  in  view,  and  more  plainly  and  intelligibly  ex- 
pressing those  objects.  If,  then,  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  was  disappointed  in  the  answer  to  his  first  resolu- 
tion, if  he  was  disturbed  by  that  answer,  he  must  find  the 
cause  of  that  disappointment  at  his  own  d  wr.  He  has 
no  right  to  impute  it  to  any  misundersUnding,  to  any 
miwonception,  to  any  omission  of  duty,  on  the  part 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Frona  the  course  of  the  Senator's  remarks,  one  would 
inler  that  great  wrong  had  been  practised  upon  Ohio; 
that  great  injustice  had  been  done  to  her  interests  by  the 
course  pursued  by  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  in  re- 
lation  to  the  transfers  of  the  public  money  from  Ohio  to 
other  parts  of  the  Union.  But  this  will  not  turn  out  to 
he  the  case.  It  will  be  seen  that,  at  the  last  bank  re- 
turns from  that  State,  there  were  millions  more  of  the 
public  money  then  in  deposite  within  that  State  than 
there  was  on  the  30th  June,  1835.  Does  this  look  like 
oppression-*like  partiality  >  It  will  be  found  that  much 
more  was  in  deposite  at  the  lust  returns  than  can  be 
wanted  for  public  expenditure  within  that  SUte  during 
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the  whole  course  of  the  current  year;  that  there  was 
much  more  at  the  last  returns  in  that  State  than  there 
was  in  all  the  New  England  States,  with  the  exception 
of  Massachusetts.  Does  all  this  savor  of  oppression  ? 
Does  this  look  like  a  settled  determination  on  the  part 
of  the  Secretary  to  pursue  a  severe  course  with  refer- 
ence to  Ohio? — a  course  calculated  to  bring  embarrass- 
ment upon  her  interests,  and  ruin  upon  her  citizens^ 
Let  it  be  remembered  that  no  blame  can  be  imputed  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  the  kind  of 
money  receivable  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands.  He 
haa  no  power  over  that  matter^  and,  ir  he  had,  he  would 
be  the  last  man  in  the  community  to  exercise  it  improp- 
erly. The  legislation  of  Congress  has  settled  that  ques- 
tion; they  have  declared  what  money  shall  be  receiva- 
ble for  the  sales  of  the  public  landa.  That  cannot,  there- 
fore, be  a  regulation  of  the  Treasury  Department  The 
deposite  banks  will  receive  whatever  money  the  laws  of 
Congress  requirei  if  they  go  beyond  this,  It  is  matter  of 
regulation  between  themselves  and  the  banking  institu- 
tions of  the  country,  with  which  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment has  nothing  to  do,  and  should  have  nothing  to  do. 

The  revenue  of  the  country  is  collected  pnncipally 
from  imposts  and  from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands.  The 
revenue  is  collected  for  the  use  and  the  purposes  of  the 
Government.  It  would  be  preposterous  to  suppose  that^ 
it  must  remain  for  public  expenditure  at  the  various'" 
points  where  it  may  be  received.  This  cannot  be  done. 
And  wherever  the  public  necessity  or  the  public  conve- 
nience requires  public  expenditure,  there  must  the  pub- 
lic money  be  concentrated.  And  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  would  be  a  roost  unfaithful  public  officer  if  he 
should  omit  to  be  sessonably  and  sufficiently  prepared  at 
all  points  to  meet  the  public  wants.  This  he  has,  thus 
far,  doncf  and  this  he  has,  thus  far,  well  done:  andthia 
seemed  to  him  to  be  the  head  and  front  of  his  offence. 

From  what  has  been  already  said,  it  is  not  at  all  dif- 
ficult to  show  why  transfers  have  been  from  time  to  time 
made  of  the  public  money  from  one  point  to  another 
point  of  the  confederacy.  Much  more  of  the  publio 
money  is  collected  at  certain  points  than  is  necessarily 
wanted  at  those  points  for  public  use.  This  is  the  case 
with  respect  to  Ohio.  From  the  sales  of  the  public  lands, 
more  money,  within  the  last  few  years,  has  been  receiv- 
ed in  that  State,  than  was  necessarily  required  there  for 
public  expenditure.  What  was  to  be  done.'  Most  clear- 
ly it  became  the  bounden  duty  of  the  Secretar>'  of  the 
Treasury  to  cause  portions  of  the  public  treasure  to  be 
transferred  to.those  points  where  it  would  be  wanted. 
Rut  two  consideratioits  alone,  he  presumed,  had  ever 
controlled  the  Secretary  in  sOch  proceeding^.  Where- 
ver the  public  convenience  would  be  subserved,  where- 
ver the  better  security  of  the  public  money  would  be 
promoted,  there  the  Secretary  has  caused  the  transfers 
to  be  made.  But  on  no  one  occasion  has  that  officer,  in 
the  performance  of  this  high  and  responsible  duty,  been 
governed  by  any  personal  or  political  considerations. 
This  he  believed  to  be  the  true  state  of  the  case;  and 
until  an  instance  can  be  shown  where  the  Secretary  has 
been  under  the  influence  of  selfish  views,  he  will  pre- 
sume that  he  has  been  solely  governed  by  pure  and  pro- 
per considerations. 

The  Senator  from  Ohio  has  been  pleased  to  say,  in 
the  course  of  his  remarks,  **that  there  never  has  been 
a  subject  more  shamefully  mismanaged  than  the  public 
moneys  have,  since  they  have  been  under  the  direction 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury."  This  may  be  so;  but 
he  should  require  some  better  evidence  of  the  fact  than 
the  declaration  of  that  Senator.  For  one,  he  did  not 
hesitate  to  declare,  as  his  deliberate  opinion,  in  the  most 
unqualified  terms,  that  the  public  moneys  had  been  man- 
aged, by  the  present  head  of  the  department,  with 
safety  and  with  economy. 
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lie  must  differ  in  opinion* therefore,  with  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  in  this  particular.     For  himself,  he  most  con- 
scientiously  believed,  instead  of  there  having  been  sny 
mismanagement  of  the  public  moneys  under  the  charge 
and  supervision  of  the  present  head  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  they  had  been  on  all  occasions,  and  at  all 
times,  managed  with  a  strict  regard  to  the  existing  laws 
of  Congress,  as  far  as  those  laws  could  have  any  possible 
besring  upon  the  subject;  and  when  left  to  the  discretion 
of  the  Secretary,  the  public  money  had  been  managed 
with  a  steady  adherence  to  public  convenience,  and  to 
the  security  of  the  public  treasure.     This  had  been  the 
policy  and  the  manifest  course  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury;  and  although  such  broad  and  general  denun- 
ciations of  that  officer  have  of  late  become  frequent  on 
this  floor,  yet  he  thought  it  would  be  very  difficult  for  the 
Senator  from  Ohio,  or  for  any  other  gentleman,  here  or 
elsewhere,  to  put  his  finger  upon  one  single  official  act  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  relation  to  his  manage- 
ment of  the  public  money,  showing  any  dereliction  of 
public  duty,  or  evincing  either  malfeasance  or  roisfeaaance 
in  office.    Where  is  the  evidence  of  his  mismanagement^ 
It  exists  only  in  imagination;  it  has  no  foundation  in  fact. 
Have  not  all  the  public  moneys  been  safely  preserved? 
Have  thf-y  not  been  transmitted  from  one  point  of  the 
Union  to  another,  as  the  public  convenience  demanded, 
and  without  any  charge  to  the  public?    Has  not  the  rate 
of  4'xchange  between  the  most  remote  commercial  cities 
or  the  Union  been  as  low  as  it  ever  was  in  the  best  days 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.'    All  this  is  true;  and, 
notwithstanding  the  speculations  which  we  have  so  fre- 

Suently  heard  upon  this  floor,  there  is  no  good  reason  to 
oubt  of  the  entire  and  perfect  safety  of  the  public  mo- 
ney now  in  deposite.  He  should  want  no  easier  task 
than  to  demonstrate  this  fact,  upon  the  showing  of  the 
banks  themselves,  upon  the  ordinary  principles  of  busi- 
ness transactions^  Yet  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is 
anxious,  and  most  anxious,  to  get  rid  of  this  charge. 
He  is  particularly  solicitous — a  solicitude  which  he  has 
expressed  lime  and  ag^in  to  his  friends  in  this  and  in  the 
otlier  House — to  hkve  this  whole  subject  regulated  by  an 
act  of  Congress;  and  that  his  duty,  should  any  duty  de- 
volve upon  him  under  the  act,  may  be  exclusively  of  a 
ministerial  character.  He  could  not  well  see  how  the 
Secretary  could  desire  any  thing  different.  He  has  no 
sinister  views  to  accomplish.  He  has  no  speculation  or 
purposes  to  aid,  through  the  power  and  influence  of  the 
public  treasure.  He  must  therefore  on  this  point  be  per- 
mitted to  differ  with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  There 
was  not  a  particle  of  doubt  that  tlie  Secretary  was  hon- 
estly and  most  sincerely  desirous  to-  be  relieved  from 
this  responsibility.  But  so  long  as  the  responsibility 
shall  rest  upon  him— so  long  as  the  duly  of  taking  the 
care  and  charge  of  the  public  money  shall  devolve  upon 
him,  he  will  not  shrink  from  that  responsibility,  or  fail 
to  perform  that  duty. 

Mr.  H«  (in  reply  to  some  remarks  of  Mr.  WaasTXR) 
said  he  presumed  that  he  was  not  understood,  when 
up  before,  to  have  said  he  should  make  any  opposition 
to  any  legislative  measure  having  for  its  object  the 
proper  regulation  of  the  public  money  now  in  the  de- 
posite banks.  He  was  as  decidedly  in  favor  of  such  a 
measure  as  any  Senator  on  thb  floor;  and,  with  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts,  he  hoped  that  the  subject 
would  <■  not  be  postponed  or  neglected,"  but  that  it 
would  be,  "  without  anneceasary  delay,  considered  and 
acted  on"  by  Congress.  He  believed  that  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  banks  which  had  the  public  money  in  de- 
posite called  for  such  a  measure.  He  could  not  doubt 
that  the  interests  of  the  commercial  community  most 
pressingly,  moat  imperiously,  demanded  the  prompt  ac- 
tion of  Congress  upon  this  subject.  He  believed  that  a 
proper  regulation  of  this  whole  matter  would  add  to  tlia 


security  of  the  public  treasure,  by  intpiriog  public  con- 
fidence in  those  institutions  which  ahfMild  have  the 
public  money  in  charge.  He  was  prepared  to  go 
with  the  Senator  from  Masaachusetts  for  the  adoption 
of  just  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  deposite 
banks.  The  sooner  this  was  accompliahed,  the  belter 
it  would  be  for  those  institutionsi  the  better  it  would  be 
Tor  the  commercial  community.  The  sooner  this  was 
accompliahed,  the  sooner  would  the  head  of  the  Treasu- 
ry Department  be  relieved  from  the  reiterated,  but 
groundless— he  would  not  say  malicioua-— attacks  which 
are  daily  poured  forth  againat  him  in  relation  to  this 
subject.  There  was  every  consideration  which  should 
induce  the  earliest  possible  attention  of  Congress  to  this 
matter. 

The  present  state  of  the  money  market  in  the  princi' 
pal  cities  in  the  eastern  States  demands  tliia  measure  at 
our  liands.  No  man  could  be  blind  to  the  causes  which 
produced  the  present  pressure  in  our  commercial  cities. 
The  most  astoniahing  fact  is»  thst,  amidst  all  the  calami- 
ty, all  the  pressure  which  has  pen'aded  some  sections 
the  mercaniile  community  have  been  able  to  stand 
erect — ^to  maintain  their  high  credit  against  all  the  disas- 
ters and  discouragementa  which  have  arisen  within  tbe 
last  few  months.  They  have  done  so;  and  this  circum- 
stance alone  cannot  fail  to  inspire  a  high  confidence  in 
the  integrity,  resources,  and  character  of  our  commer- 
cial community.  There  is  no  scarcity  of  money;  there 
is  an  abundance  of  means.  1  here  never  haa  been  a  iia»e 
when  the  farmer,  the  mechanic,  the  manufacturer,  were 
commanding  higher  and  better  prices  for  the  produc- 
tions of  their  labor.  The  present  pressure  proceeds 
from  the  great  uncertainty  and  doubt  which  hangs  over 
the  action  of  Congress  upon  the  subject  of  tbe  public 
money.  And  the  great  amount  of  the  public  money  in 
the  charge  of  particular  banks  tlirougphout  the  whole 
country  increases,  under  existing  circumstances,  rather 
than  diminishes,  that  pressure.  Our  superabundance  will 
continue  to  be  an  evil,  rather  than  a  bleastng,  so  long  as 
thcideposite  banks  and  the  public  money  shall  not  be 
subject  to  **  just  regulations." 

I^t  Congress,  then,  act  upon  this  subject;  let  proper 
and  just  regulations  be  adopted;  let  tbe  deposite  banks 
be  fairly  protected;  let  them  at  leaat  understand  on  what 
they  may  rely;  let  them  be  told  that  a  reasonable  oppor- 
tunity shall  be  given  to  them  to  pay  over  to  tbe  Gov- 
ernment the  public  money  whenever  it  shall  exceed  a 
given  amount;  let  them  well  understand  the  policy  of 
the  Government,  and  all  will  be  well.  'I*he  commercial 
community  will  no  longer  experience  the  effects  of  ilie 
money  pressure;  business  will  resume  its  accustomed 
channels;  activity  and  enterprise  again  will  characterize 
the  operations  of  the  merchant  and  the  manufacturer; 
success  and  prosperity  will,  as  usual|  flow  from  their  ef- 
forts and  from  their  energies. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  he  did  not  rise  to  detain  tbe  Sen- 
ate, or  to  offier  any  opposition  to  the  resolution  of  the 
honorable  Senator,  [Mr.  Ewive.]  It  was  not  his  habit 
to  oppose  calls  for  information  of  any  character,  althou^ 
he  must  say,  if  he  were  to  be  asked  what  public  pur- 
pose was  to  be  anawered — what  measure  of  legisUtion 
was  to  be  aflTected  by  this,  and  the  former  call  of  tbe 
Senator  connected  with  this,  he  should  be  unable  to  an- 
swer the  inquiry.  The  calls  seemed  to  him  to  be  purely 
local,  and,  to  some  extent,  personal;  to  have  in  view  no 
public  object,  but  tbe  personal  information  and  gratifi- 
cation of  the  mover  of  the  reaolutions.  Thus  viewed, 
he  thought  the  Senator's  remarks  showed  that  he  had 
been  very  unfortunate.  He  had  made  repeated  calls 
upon  the  same  Department,  durinr  the  present  session, 
and  his  complaint  had  almost  uniformly  been,  not  that 
he  did  not  receive  answers,  not  that  tbe  answers  were  not 
promptly  and  fully  returned,  but  that  he  obtained  more 
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infurmation  than  he  desired {  that  the  Secretary  gave 
not  only  the  particular  facts  called  for,  but  other  and 
more  facts  connected  with  the  subject  of  the  calls;  and 
that,  unasked,  he  had  sometimes  given  reasons  as  well 
S8  facts.  So,  ill  the  present  case,  the  Secretary  is  charg- 
ed with  having  made  a  long  and  full  answer,  where  he 
bIiouM  have  made  a  short  one;  and  being  required  to 
slate  his  official  acts  in  relation  to  a  given  nnatter,  he  has 
not  only  stated  the  acts,  but  the  grounds  upon  which, 
and  the  reasons  why,  those  acts  were  performed.  For 
this  he  is  censured,  and  another  call  is  framed,  with  an 
rffort  to  exclude  a  part  of  the  facU,  and  all  the  reasons 
contained  in  his  former  answer.  The  resolution,  how- 
ever,  upon  the  stiggestinn  nf  the  honorable  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  HuBBABD,Jhas  been  so  mod- 
ified, by  the  conaent  of  the  mover,  as  to  be  unexception- 
ible  in  Ibrm,  by  embracing  all,  and  not  a  selected  num- 
ber only,  of  the  depoaite  hanks  in  the  State  of  Ohio;  and 
in  that  shape  he  was  willing  that  it  should  go  to  the 
Secretary.  He  could  promise  the  Senator,  with  entire 
confidence,  that  he  would  continue  to  receive  facts  and 
reasons  in  answer  to  his  calls,  which  he  would  find  it  far 
mure  difficult  to  contradict  or  subvert,  than  it  would  be 
for  him  to  surmise  that  other  facts  were  behind  which 
might  be  of  more  use  to  him. 

The  honorable  Senator,  as  was  somewhat  the  case 
with  several  members  of  this  body  at  the  present  time, 
leemed  to  have  his  jealousies  greatly  aroused  against  the 
city  of  New  York,  and  had  apparently  convinced  him- 
self that  great  favoritism  was  extended  towards  that  city 
in  the  management,  and  especially  in  the  transfers,  of 
the  public  money,  if  the  fact  were  so,  Mr.  W.  said  he 
hoped  the  Senator  would  discover  and  expose  it.  He 
should  have  all  his  aid  in  any  proper  eflTorts  to  learn  the 
truth,  and,  should  partiality  or  favoritism  be  discovered, 
he  would  go  as  far  as  the  Senator  himself  to  condemn 
and  to  prevent  ii;  but  so  fully  conscious  was  he  that 
these  abuses  had  no  existence,  except  in  the  imagina- 
tions of  prejudiced  minds,  that  he  must  warn  tlie  Sena- 
tor to  prepare  himself  for  continued  and  increased  dis- 
appointments in  the  prosecution  of  his  enterprise. 
The  facts  and  reasons  returned  by  the  Secretary,  in 
reference  to  transfers  of  money  to  the  city  of  New 
Vurk,  would  be,  as  they  ha<1  been  in  so  many  former 
answers  to  calls  made  by  that  Senator,  [Mr.  Kwiko,]  too 
full,  too  plain,  too  clear,  and  would  too  strongly  sustain 
tlie  acts  of  the  Treasury  Department,  to  meet  with  his 
approbation. 

Mr.  w.  8ai<1  lie  bad  listened  to  the  Senator  with  at- 
tention, and  in  his  protracted  speech  he  had  been  able 
to  discover  but  one  ground  of  difficulty  or  complaint; 
and  that  one,  from  his  own  showing,  most  palpably  rest- 
fd  with  himself,  and  not  with  the  Secretary.  The  Sec- 
retary, in  speaking  of  the  transfers  as  relating  to  the 
State  of  Ohio,  had  given  the  amounts  transferred  from 
that  State,  and  the  amounts  transferred  to  it;  and,  by  de- 
ducting the  latter  from  the  former,  had  fbund  that  the 
balance  was  some  forty-five  thou wnd  dollars;  thus  show- 
ing that  the  amount  of  moneys  in  deposite  to  the  credit 
of  tlie  Treasury  transferred  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  with- 
in the  period  covered  by  the  call  of  the  Senator,  was 
tar^r  than  the  amount  of  moneys  transferred  to  that 
St  Ate  within  the  same  period  by  forty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars only.  This  balance  the  Senator  had  used  as  the 
whole  amount  of  transfers  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  an<] 
his  complaint  seemed  to  be  that  his  error  had  been  cor- 
rected in  the  public  papers.  Surely  this  furnishes  no 
foundation  on  his  part  for  complaint  against  the  Secre- 
tary, or  for  a  charge  of  ambiguity  in  his  answer  to  the 
Senator's  former  call.  The  very  portion  of  the  report 
which  he  read  to  the  Senate,  in  the  course  of  his  argu- 
ment, states  this  forty-five  thousand  dollars  as  a  balance 
^ceruined  by  the  deduction  of  the  amount  of  traasfers 


from  the  State,  and  not  as  the  amount  of  transfers  either 
to  or  from  it.  The  error,  therefore,  is  an  error  of  the 
Senator,  and  not  of  the  Secretary;  and  the  Secretary,  and 
not  the  Senator,  is  the  party  which  has  cause  of  complaint. 

The  Senator  (Mr.  W.  said)  had  sought  this  occasion 
to  refer  to  some  proposition  which  he  bad  had  the  hon- 
or to  oflTer  as  amendments  to  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pub- 
lic depoeites.  The  proposition  related  to  the  disposi- 
tion of  anj^  aurplus  moneys  which  might,  at  any  time, 
be  found  m  the  deposite  banks,  and  proposed  to  invest 
such  moneys  temporarily,  and  until  the  wants  of  the 
Government  should  call  for  them,  in  stocks  issued  upon 
the  faith  and  credit  of  the  States.  Such  a  disposition 
of  these  moneys  the  Senator  had  chosen  to  characterize 
by  the  appellation  of  *<  stock-jobbing,  going  among  the 
bulls  and  bears  of  the  stock-market,  to  regulate,  raise, 
depress,  and  govern  the  price  of  stocks."  Mr.  W.  said 
he  merely  referred  to  this  portion  of  the  Senator^  re* 
marks  to  say  that  he  should  not,  in  this  incidental  way, 
debate  the  deposite  bill.  He  preferred  to  debate  the 
question  before  the  Senate,  and  not,  upon  any  proposi- 
tion which  might  be  before  it,  to  debate  every  prop- 
osition which  miglit  thereafter  come  before  it.  He  was 
most  happy  to  hear  the  declaration  of  the  Senator  that 
he  would  vote  for  his  propositions,  if  he  could  get  no 
better,  although  he  considered  them  most  objectionable; 
and,  in  reply  to  this  generous  advance  on  the  part  of  the 
honorable  gentleman,  he  would  tell  him  that,  at  a  prop- 
er time,  and  when  those  propositions  should  come  up  for 
consideration,  he  would  discuss  them  with  him  with  per- 
fect fairness;  and,  should  better  be  ofl^ered  by  that  hon- 
orable Senator,  or  any  other  member  of  that  bfidy,  they 
should  receive  his  most  cheerful  support.  He  had  no 
pride  of  authorship  in  the  propositions  he  had  offered. 
They  were  not  his,  but  the  propositions  of  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury,  recommended  to  Congress  in  his 
annual  report.  He  had  made  himself  the  organ  of  their 
formal  presentation  to  the  Senate,  because  he  had  found 
none  which  seemed  to  him  as  acceptable.  He  was  as  anx- 
ious as  any  other  member  of  the  Senate  that  something 
should  be  done  as  to  the  rcgtilation  of  the  deposites  of 
the  public  moneys  in  the  banks,  and  as  to  the  disposition 
of  any  surplus  which  might  be  found  to  exist. 

injustice  to  hinnself,  it  was  proper  that  he  should  here 
call  to  the  recollection  nf  the  Senate  the  state  of 
facts  in  relation  to  this  bill.  Upon  some  of  the  first 
days  of  our  present  session,  a  distinguished  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Calhouh]  had  introduced  a  bill  to 
regulate  the  public  deposites.  Mr.  W.  said  he  turned 
his  attention  to  the  bill,  and  prepared  such  amendments 
as  he  proposed  to  offer  to  it;  and,,  having  done  so,  waited 
for  the  time  when  the  mover  of  the  biU  should  call  it  up. 
A  delay  of  some  six  weeks  or  two  months  took  place, 
and  the  bill  was  not  called.  At  the  expiration  of 
that  time  the  honorable  Senator  announced  to  the  Sen- 
ate that  he  should  nut  call  .up  the  bill  at  all,  but  should 
abandon  it  to  the  care  of  the  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion. He  f  Mr.  W.)  then,  at  the  earliest  convenient  pe- 
riod, called  up  the  bill,  and  offered  his  amendments, 
which  were  ordered  to  be  printed.  Since  that  time  thii 
mover  of  the  bill,  and  others  of  the  opposition  members, 
had  expressed  renewed  anxiety  that  it  should  be  called 
up  and  acted  upon.  In  the  mean  time,  other  public  billiC 
of  the  first  importance  had  obtained  a  preference;  and 
as  he  thought  much  time  was  lost  in  changing  our  debates 
from  subject  to  subject,  without  completing  any  thing, 
he  could  not  consent  to  attempt  to  interpose  the  depoa- 
ite bill  at  this  time;  but  as  soon  as  the  fortification  bill, 
and  one  or  two  other  bills  which  had  been  much  con- 
sidered,  and  he  hoped  would  be  speedily  and  definitive- 
ly acted  upon,  should  be  disposed  of,  he  would  go  with 
gentlemen  upon  all  sides  of  the  House  for  the  earhest 
filial  action  upon  that  bill. 
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Mr.  EWINGt  of  Ohio»  nid  be  had  not  miiUkeii  or 
mtfunderetood  the  report  of  the  Secretary.  That  re- 
port states  that  no  more  tlian  $45,000  had  been  transfer- 
red from  the  State  of  Ohio,  over  and  above  what  had  been 
transferred  to  it.  The  inquiry  to  which  that  report  was 
an  answer,  was,  what  amount  of  money  received  for  lands 
had  been  transferred?  That  answer,  therefore,  very  un- 
fairly conveys  the  idea  that  no  more  than  this  small  sum, 
of  all  that  was  so  received  in  Ohio,  has  been  transferred; 
a  statement  in  direct  opposition  to  that  contained  in  the 
Globe,  which  appears  to  be  from  the  Treasury,  or  author- 
ized by  it. 

Without  further  debate,  the  resolution  was  then 
agreed  to. 

FOttTIFICATION  BILL. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill«iaking  appropriations  for  the  purchase  of  sites,  the 
collection  of  materials,  and  for  the  construction  of  forti- 
ficationsi  when 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said,  when  the  subject  was  last  before 
the  Senate  he  had  moved  an  adjournment,  with  the  in- 
tention more  particularly  of  making  a  reply  to  some 
of  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Calkouv]  who  had  then  just  addressed  the  body  against 
the  bill.  So  much  time,  however,  had  elapsed,  that  the  re- 

Sly  intended  had  been  principally  abandoned;  and  as  he 
id  not  see  that  Senator  in  his  seat,  and  understood  he  was 
absent  upon  official  duty,  he  should  only  notice  such  of 
hb  observations  as  were  material  to  the  views  be  pro- 
posed to  present  upon  (he  merits  of  the  bill. 

On  the  18th  day  of  February  last,  the  Senate  came  to 
a  final  vote  upon  a  resolulion  offered,  at  an  early  day  of 
the  session,  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr. 
BaxTov,]  upon  the  subject  of  appropriations  for  the  pub- 
lic defence.  All  would  recollect  the  declaration  of  the 
mover  of  the  resolution,  made  at  the  time  of  itsintroduc* 
tion,  that  he  considered  it  as  antagonist  to  the  two  prop- 
ositions then  before  the  Senate  for  the  distribution 
among  the  States  of  the  public  moneys  in  the  Treasury; 
the  first,  the  land  bill;  and  the  second,  the  proposition 
of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  GAUiouir]  so 
to  amend  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  as  to  au- 
thorise an  entire  distribution,  for  a  series  of  years,  of  the 
surplus  revenues,  from  whatever  source  derived.  None 
could  have  forgotten  the  protracted  debate  upon  that 
resolution,  or  the  views  entertained  and  expressed 
by  those  who  took  part  in  the  debate.  Upon  the 
one  side,  the  declarations  of  the  honorable  mover  were 
sustained  and  enforced;  and  upon  the  other  side,  the 
policy  of  a  system  of  fortifications  was  resisted  by  some, 
while  others  admitted  and  advocated  the  policy  and  ex- 
pediency of  such  a  system,  but  denied  that  the  land  bill 
was  antagonist  to  the  proposed  appropriations.  The 
subject  occupied  the  principal  attention  of  the  Senate 
for  some  four  weeks,  and  a  very  slight  modification  only 
was  adopted. 

The  palpable  and  declared  object  of  the  resolution 
was  to  present  to  the  Senate  the  great  and  vital  ques- 
tion, whether  the  surplus  revenues  in  the  national  Treas- 
ury should  be  ^ven  away,  as  gratuities  to  the  States, 
before  the  public  defences  were  provided  for,  or  wheth- 
er those  defences  shoukl  first  command  the  attention 
and  favor  of  the  national  Leffislature.  The  resolution, 
as  drawn  and  offered,  related  to  the  surplus,  and  neces- 
sarily presented  this  question.  The  modification  mere- 
ly removed  the  application  of  the  resolution  from  the 
surplus  revenue  to  the  whole  revenues  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  made  the  pledge  more  broad  than  the 
mover  of  the  original  resolution  had  proposed.  In  its 
amended  shape,  it  stood  in  the  following  words: 

Jletolvedt  That  so  much  of  the  revenue  of  the  United 
Statesy  and  the  dividends  of  stock  receivable  from  the 


Bank  of  the  United  States^  as  may  be  neceaAry  for  the 
purpose,  ought  to  be  set  apart  and  applied  to  the  gea- 
eral  defence  and  permanent  secnrity  of  the  cmiRtry." 

in  this  shape  it  was  voted  upon  by  the  Senate;  and  open 
a  call  of  the  yeas  and  nays,  every  Senator  then  in  his 
seat,  to  the  number  of  forty-two,  out  of  the  forty-eijcht 
members  of  the  body,  recorded  his  name  in  favor  of  it 

Mr.  W.  said  he  thought  he  had  a  right  to  ask  wheth- 
er this  vole  ought  not  to  have  been  considered  a  pledge 
to  the  country,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  that  all  neces- 
sary appropriations  for  the  public  defence  should  be  first 
made  out  of  the  public  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  t»efore 
any  other  disposition  should  be  attempted  to  be  made  of 
those  moneys?  He  thought  the  inquiry  coukl  not  be 
considered  impertinent,  or  improper;  and  he  called  the 
attention  of  those  Senators  who  had  voted  for  that  reso- 
lution to  its  fair  implication,  and  to  the  measure  now  un- 
der I'discusaion.  This  ww  the  first  measure  for  general 
public  defence,  which  bad  been  presented  for  the  action 
of  the  body,  since  the  passage  of  the  resolution*  Were 
the  defences  it  proposed  necesmry,  so  as  to  bring  it 
within  the  pledge  contained  in  the  resolution? 

To  answer  this  inquir}-,  it  would  be  proper  to  look 
further  into  the  resolution  itself,  and  into  the  informa- 
tion it  had  elicited.  In  addition  to  the  general  pledge 
before  quoted,  it  contained  a  call  upon  the  Prendent,  and, 
through  him,  upon  the  proper  Departments  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, as  to  the  appropriations  necesmry  and  prop- 
er to  be  made  for  the  various  branchea  of  tlie  public  de- 
fence, naval  and  military.  An  answer  to  that  call,  most 
full  and  mtisfactory,  had  been  given,  and,  for  his  prcs- 
enc  purpose,  it  was  only  necesmry  to  refer  to  the  clear 
and  strong  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  whose 
Department  that  branch  of  the  public  defences  provi- 
ded for  by  this  bill  particularly  pertained.  The  Secre- 
ury  apeaks  with  especial  reference  to  the  bill  under  dis> 
cuttion,  and  therefore  his  remarks  are  susceptible  of  the 
most  clear  and  unquestionable  application.  Tlie  bill  was 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  rec- 
ommending appropriations  for  the  commencement  of 
new  fortifications  at  nineteen  new  points  upon  the  sea- 
coast.  The  Secretary  had  adopted  twelve,  and,  for  the 
present,  rejected  the  remaining  seven  appropriai ions.  He 
nad  recommended  delay  and  further  examination  merely 
as  to  the  latter  clam;  while  he  had,  in  the  most  clear  anH 
uneauivocal  language,  urged  action— 'prompt,  full  and 
eflicient  action'^-as  to  the  former  class. 

Mr.  W.  mid,  as  attempts  had  been  made  to  cast  doubt 
and  obseurity  over  the  opinions  of  the  Secretary  in  this 
matter,  he  should  speak  for  himself.  He  would  retd 
from  the  19th  and  20th  pages  of  the  report^  and  the 
language  was  as  follows: 

'■It  cannot  be  doubted  but  that  fortifications  at  the  fol- 
lowing places,  enumerated  in  this  bill,  will  be  necessiry: 

At  Penobscot  bay,  for  the  protection  of  Dangor,  &c. 

At  Kennebec  river. 

At  Portland. 

At  Portsmouth. 

At  Salem. 

At  New  Bedford. 

At  New  London. 

Upon  Staten  island. 

At  Seller's  flats. 

A  redoubt  on  Federal  point. 

For  the  Barancas. 

For  Fort  St.  Philip. 

*'  These  proposed  works  all  command  the  approach 
to  places  sufficiently  important  to  justify  their  construc- 
tion under  any  circumstances  that  will  probably  exist. 
I  think,  therefore,  that  the  public  interest  would  be  pro* 
moted  by  the  passage  of  the  necesmry  appropriations  for 
them.  As  soon  as  these  are  made,  such  of  the  positions 
at  may  appear  to  require  it  can  be  examined,  and  the 
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form  and  extent  of  the  works  adapted  to  the  exiating^ 
circumstances,  if  any  change  be  desirable*  The  con- 
struction of  those  not  needing  examination  can  commence 
immrdiately,  and  that  of  the  others  as  soon  as  the  plans 
are  determined  upon.  By  tliis  proceeding,  therefore,  a 
season  may  be  saved  in  the  operations.'^ 

Such,  Mr.  President,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  are  the  expres- 
aions  and  the  opiniona  of  the  head  of  the  Department, 
upon  which  the  call  has  been  madet^on  this  important 
subject  of  fortifications.  Are  those  expressions  and 
opinions  equivocal?  Has  not  the  Secretary  told  us  that 
he  believed  <'  the  public  interests  would  be  promoted 
by  Ibe  passage  of  the  necessary  appropriations  for  them?" 
Has  he  not  told  us,  that  by  making  these  appropria- 
tions now,  *•  a  season  may  be  saved  in  the  operations?" 
Where,  then,  is  the  doubt?  Where  the  e<}ui vocation? 
The  bill  onginally  contained  .provisions  for  nmeteen  new 
works.  The  Secretary  selects  and  recommends,  une- 
quivocally, appropriations  for  twelve  of  the^nineteen, 
and  as  unequivocally  recommends  a  postponement  of  ap- 
propriations and  further  surveys  and  examinations  as  to 
the  remaining  seven.  He  meets  fairly  and  fully  the 
«hoIe  bill,  and  gives  his  opinions  and  his  reasons  as  to 
every  part  of  it.  Whence,  then,  the  pretence  that  his 
recommendations  are  obscure,  and  his  opinions  doubt- 
ful, as  to  the  works  still  embraced  in  the  bill?  The 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  since  the  receipt  of  the 
report  of  the  Secretary,  have  tonsidered  his  views,  and 
made  their  bill  conform  to  them.  They  have  recom- 
mended that  the  appropriations  for  the  seven  works, 
for  which  the  Secretary  does  not  recommend  immediate 
appropriations^  should  be  strioken  from  the  billt  and  the 
Senate  has  unanimously  agreed  to  the  amendments. 
1'bey  have  been  made,  and  the  bill  is  now  precisely 
what  the  Secretary  tells  us  the  public  interests  require 
thsl  it  should  be.  .  Whence,  then,  (Mr.  W.  said,)  he 
'gain  asked,  these  attempts  to  prove  that  the  opinion  of 
the  Secretary  was  doubtful  as  to  ihe  remaining  twelve 
proposed  new  fortifications?  The  answer  was  clear  and 
conclusive,  and  he  should  only  repeat  what  had  been 
already  said  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina [Mr.  PaasTOH]  when  he  gave  it.  Gentlemen  had 
*sken  the  expressions  of  the  Secretary  applicable  to 
the  seven  works  for  which  he  recommended  the  suspen- 
sion of  immediate  appropriations,  and  had  applied 
them  to  the  twelve  works  in  reference  to  which  he  had 
gfv(n' the  opinion  ■*  that  the  public  interests  would  be 
promoted  by  the  passage  of  the  necessary  appropria- 
tions for  them."  Any  one,  who  would  read  with  care 
llic  report  of  the  Secretary,  would  detect  this  error, 

»na  absolve  that  officer  from  all  obscurity  or  equivo- 
cation. 

It  should  be  further  remembered  that  the  President, 
upon  whom  the  call  was  made,  has  especially  and  fully 
endorsed  the  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 
So  far,  therefore,  as  the  information  and  opinions  of  the 
executive  departments  can  establish  a  necessity  for  the 
vorks  for  which  the  bill  under  consideration  provides,  we 
're  able  to  pronounce,  without  doubt  or  hesitation,  that 
^hey  are  necessary  to  the  public  defence. 

What,  then,  (Mr.  W.  said)  he  must  ask,  is  the  condition 
oMhe  Senate  in  its  action  upon  this  bill,  after  the  pledge 
SJjen  to  the  country  in  the  resolution  above  quoted? 
Were  we  at  liberty  to  refuse  the  appropriations,  un- 
j*  ^^  disputed  the  necessity  of  the  works'  It  seem- 
ed to  him  not.  It  seemed  to  him  we  were  estopped  by 
our  own  acts,  unless  we  were  prepared  to  assert  and 
Bhow,  in  opposition  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary,  and 
the  concurring  opinion  of  the  President,  that  the  works 
proposed  to  be  constructed  are  not  necessary  to  the  na- 
tional  defence,  within  the  fair  scope  and  meaning  of  our 
own  resoluiion. 

He  must  then  appeal  to  the  Senate,  and  to  every  indi- 


vidual Senator,  to  know  whether  there  is  one  member 
of  that  body  who  will  deny,  or  even  question,  the  neces- 
sity of  one  of  the  works  now  proposed  by  the  bill.  He 
did  not  believe  he  should  hear  a  voice  raised  in  doubt, 
much  less  in  .denial,  of  the  necessity  of  each  and  every 
one  of  these  works.  How,  then,  was  the  Senate  to  re- 
fuse the  appropriations,  and  preserve  the  pledge  it  had 
given  to  the  country,  that  the  public  defences  were  first 
to  occupy  its  attention,  and  that  provision  for  these  de- 
fences, so  far  as  such  provision  might  be  necessaryi  was 
first  to  be  made  from  the  public  moneys  in  the  Treas- 
ury, and  the  public  revenues  to  be  received  into  that 
Treasury. 

Objections  to  the  bill,  however,  had  been  made,  and 
Mr.  W.  said  he  would  detain  the  Senate  for  a  few  mo- 
ments, to  examine  some  of  those  objections. 

The  first  in  order  which  be  would  notice  was,  that 
new  discoveries  in  the  art  and  science  of  defence  might 
supersede  tlie  present  propositions;  that  the  power  of 
steam,  and  its  application  to  the  defences  of  a  nation, 
were  yet  little  known,  and  had  been  little  tried}  and  that 
future  experience  might  prove  that  this  power  would 
furnish  a  preferable  substitute  fur  the  permanent  de- 
fences proposed  by  the  bill.  In  answer  to  this  objection, 
he  would  merely  ask,  in  sincerity  and  candor,  whether  a 
single  member  of  the  Senate  had  brought  his  mind  to 
the  belief  that  our  important  commercial  towns,  our 
principal  and  most  useful  harbors,  and  the  mouths  of 
our  great  navigable  rivers,  which  were  susceptible  of 
perfect  defence  by  permanent,  stationary,  and  durable 
fortifications,  were  to  be  left  to  any  description  of  mov- 
able and  floating  defences,  whether  moved  and  govern- 
ed by  steam,  or  by  the  natural  elements?  Did  any  man, ' 
who  had  in  the  slightest  degree  examined  this  subject, 
delude  himself  with  the  notion  that  a  commercial  nation, 
with  a  coast  more  extended  and  exposed  than  any  other 
nation  of  the  world,  and  with  the  means  in  its  Treasury 
for  the  construction  of  permanent  and  secure  defences, 
Wdt  either  to  wait  for  new  discoveries  as  to  the  power  and 
application  of  steam,  or  to  trust  its  wealth  and  com- 
merce to  the  protection  of  floating  batteries,  instead  cif 
well-constructed  and  imnravable  fortifications?  For 
himself,  (Mr.  W.  said,)  his  enthusiasm  as  to  modern  im- 
provements had  carried  his  mind  to  no  such  conclusions. 
He  had  not  doubted,  and  did  not  now  doubt,  that  steam, 
•as  connected  with  harbor  defence,  was  to  be  made  a 
most  important  agent  in  the  great  work  in  which  we 
were  engaged,  and  he  was  prepared  to  go  as  far  as  ex- 
perience and  wisdom  would  warrant  in  providing  for  its 
use;  but  he  would  not,  for  one  moment,  admit  that  the 
important  points  upon  our  coast,  susceptible -of  perma- 
nent land  defences,  were  to  be  left  to  the  uncertain  and 
doubtful  protection  of  moving  batteries  of  any  descrip- 
tion. He  had  not  heard  it  advanced  that  the  science  of 
defence  by  fortifications  was  very  linperftct,  or  that  im- 
provements were  to  be  soon  anticipated;  and  having 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  these  were  the  defences 
which  the  country  required,  at  the  points  named  in  the 
-bill,  and  that  the  art  of  constructing  them  had  been,  in 
all  essential  particulars,  as  perfect  for  centuries  as  it  now 
is,  he  was  prepared  to  givcihis  support  to  tlie  bill,  with- 
out waiting  the  uncertainty  of  valuable  improvements 
by  new  discoveries. 

The  next  objection  he  proposed  to  notice  was,  that 
we  want  information  as  to  some  of  these  proposed 
works;  that  the  necessary  examinations,  surveys,  and 
estimates  have  not  been  made;  and  that  we  act  in  the 
dark  in  making  appropriations  without  them.  This  ob- 
jection (Mr.  W.  said)  he  was  willing  to  admit  was  spe- 
cious and  plausible;  but  as  to  these  particular  works,  he 
thought  he  should  be  able  easily  to  show  that  it  was 
much  more  specious  than  solid  and  substantial.  He  had 
understood  from  the  remarks  made  by  the  chairman  of 
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the  ComifiiUee  on  MiliUry  Affairs^  [Mr.  Bbstoh,] 
when  this  b'lH  was  first  under  discussion,  that  all  these 
points  had  been  selected  as  points  proper  for  the  con- 
struction of  permanent  fortifications  by  the  first  board 
of  engineers  which  ever  examined  our^Atlantic  coast 
with  a  view  to  its  permanent  defence;  that  several  sub- 
sequent examinations,  by  competent  and  skilful  engi- 
neers, had  been  made  for  the  same  purpose;  and  that 
all  had  selected  these  points  as  capable  of  being  defend- 
ed by  the  erection  of  forts  and  batteries,  and  as  of  suffi- 
cient importance,  either  as  commercial  towns,  or  safe 
and  convenient  harbors  and  roadsteads,  to  render  suoli 
defences  necessary  to  the  protection  of  our  commerce 
and  the  security  of  the  country;  and  that  conjectural 
plans  and  estimates  of  the  works  required  had  been  re- 
peatedly made  at  all  the  points.  He  now  received  the 
assent  of  that  honorable  Senator  to  the  correctness  of 
his  understanding  in  these  particulars,  and  was  therefore 
not  mistaken  in  assuming  this  as  one  ground  for  the  im- 
mediate action  of  the  Senate.  But  there  was  another 
and  a  stronger  ground.  A  call  had  been  made  upon  the 
War  Department,  upon  this  subject;  and  the  answer, 
full,  complete,  and  apparently  satisfactory  to  all,  was 
before  us.  11iat  Department  was  in  possession  of  all 
the  information  which  had  been  collected  as  to  the  ne- 
cessity and  propriety  of  these  works.  No  one  would 
doubt  the  competency  of  the  head  of  that  Department  to 
form  a  safe  and  correct  opinion  upon  the  sufficiency  of 
that  information  for  the  discreet  action  of  Congress. 
What,  then,  does  the  Secretary  say  in  reference  to  the 
fortifications  provided  for  in  this  bilP 

**  It  cannot  be  doubted  but  that  fortifications  at  the 
following  places,  enumerated  in  this  bill,  will  be  neces- 
sary." 

«*I  think,  therefore,  that  the  public  interest  would 
be  promoted  by  the  passage  of  the  necessary  appropria- 
tions for  them.  As  soon  as  these  are  made,  such  of  the 
positions  as  may  appear  to  require  it  can  be  examined, 
and  the  form  and  extent  of  the  works  adapted  to  exist- 
ing circumstances,  if  any  change  be  desirable.  The  con- 
struction of  those  not  needing  examination  can  com- 
mence immediately,  and  that  of  the  others  as  soon  as  the 
plans  are  determined  upon.  By  this  proceeding,  there- 
fore, a  season  may  be  saved  in  the  operations." 

I'hese  are  the  opinions  of  the  executive  officer  of  the 
Government  especially  charged  with  these  works  of  de- 
fence, and  fully  aware  of  all  the  information  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  Government  in  relation  to  their  necessity 
and  propriety.  Does  he  tell  us  we  want  more  informa- 
tion before  we  can  act^  No,  sir.  He  tells  us  it  cannot 
be  doubted  that  fortifications  at  the  points  mentioned 
will  be  necessary.  Does  he  tell  us  that  we  want  fur- 
ther examinations,  surveys,  and  estimates,  before  we 
can  hazard  an  appropriation?  No,  sir.  He  tells  us  that 
when  the  appropriations  have  been  made,  such  of  the 
positions  as  may  appear  to  require  it  can  be  examined, 
and  the  form  and  extent  of  the  works  adapted  to  exist- 
ing circumstance?,  **  if  any  change  be  desirable."  Does 
he  tell  us  that  nothing  is  to  be  gained  by  making  the  ap- 
propriations now?  No,  sir.  He  tells  us  that,  by  this 
proceeding,  a  season  may  be  saved  in  the  operations.  So 
much,  Mr.  President,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  for  the  objection 
that  we  have  not  information  to  authorize  these  appro* 
priations. 

Another  objection  iii,  that  we  have  not  engineers  to 
superintend  these  works;  and  tliat,  unless  the  corps  of 
engineers  be  increased,  the  /ippropriations,  if  made, 
must  remain  tinexpended.  Mr.  W.  said  this  was  an  ob- 
jection to  this  class  of  appropriations  which  had  been 
frequently  advanced  upon  former  occasionf^,  and  he  had 
repeatedly  attempted  to  answer  it;  in  which  attempt,  he 
-■vas  sorry  to  say,  he  had  been  so  unsuccessful  that  the 
ime  objectioa  agaia  met  him  here.    He  must  repeat 


his  former  opinion,  that  the  money  of  the  Gofvernment 
would  command  engineers  of  science,  skill,  and  experi- 
ence; and  that  gentlemen  were  entirely  mistaken  in  sup- 
posing that  the  corps  of  engineers,  holding  military 
commissions  under  the  United  States,  monopolized  all 
the  science,  experience,  or  skill,  to  be  found  in  this 
widely  extended  country.  But,  for  the  sake  of  this  ar- 
gument, he  would  admit  the  necessity  of  an  increase  of 
the  corps  of  engineers;  and  what  would  be  the  effect 
upon  the  duties  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to  this  bill? 
An  act  for  the  increase  of  tliat  corps,  to  the  extent  rec- 
ommended by  the  head  of  the  corps,  had  long  since 
passed  this  body,  and  been  sent  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. We,  therefore,  had  discharged  our  duty 
in  this  matter,  and  he  was  for  continuing  to  discharge 
that  duty  in  a  matter  consistent  with  our  own  action.  It 
was  not  for  the  Senate  to  wait  the  passage  of  one  of  its 
bills  through  the  other  branch  of  Congress,  before  it 
would  act  upon  another  and  more  important  public 
ineasure.  Let  us  (said  Mr.  W.)  follow  our  own  action, 
be  consistent  with  ourselves,  carry  out  our  own  meas- 
ures, and  leave  the  House  of  Representatives  to  their 
proper  responsibilities.  This  objection  has  no  foundation 
with  us,  because  we  have  already  obviated  it  by  our  le- 
gislative action,  and  it  does  not  become  us  to  assume  that 
any  other  branch  of  the  Government  will  not  discharge 
the  ssme  duty. 

A  further  objection  to  the  passage  of  this  bill  is  that 
if  the  appropriations  be  made,  the  money  cannot  be  ex- 
pended. It  is  asserted,  that  the  ordinary  appri>priations 
for  the  fortifications  already  commenced  are  more  mo- 
ney than  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  officers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  expend,  and  that  hence  additional  appro- 
priations for  new  works  cannot  be  expended*  Mr.  W. 
said  he  did  not  see  that  the  conclusion  followed  from  the 
premises.  If  it  were  true  that  money  could  not  be  ex- 
pended at  one  pinnt  upon  our  extended  coast,  R»r  the 
want  of  laborers,  he  could  not  see  that  it  necessarily  fol- 
lowed that  laborers  enuld  not  be  procured  at  other 
points.  The  evidence  upon  which  this  objection  rests 
is  a  report  from  the  head  of  the  engineer  department, 
stating  that  some  eighty  or  one  hundred  thousand  dollan 
appropriated  for  the  construction  of  a  fort  at  Throg*s 
neck,  near  the  harbor  of  New  York,  was  not  expended 
during  the  last  year,  because  laborers  were  not  procured; 
that  invitations  to  laborers  were  published  and  circula- 
ted in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  In  seveml  of  the  east- 
ern cities,  without  effect.  The  report,  no  doubt,  states 
truly  the  facts,  as  far  as  it  goes;  but  there  are  other  facts 
required  to  enable  us  to  form  a  correct  judgment  as  to 
the  infet*ence  authorized  from  this  failure  to  procure  la- 
borers. What  prices  were  offered?  Were  they  equal 
to  the  current  prices  of  similar  labor  in  the  cities  where 
the  invitations  were  circulated?  Was  the  season  of  the 
year  that,  when  laborers  are  usually  disengaged  and  at 
liberty  to  make  contracts?  Were  the  character  and  con- 
dition of  the  work  such  as  the  mass  of  laborers  were 
competent  to  perform,  and  would  M:  willing  to  en- 
gage in  at  ordinary  wages?  These  and  other  inquiries 
should  be  answered  beljbre  we  are  authorized  to  con- 
clude that  money  would  not  command  labor  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  our  great  commercial  metropolis. 

Mr.  W.  sard  this  objection  had  been  repeatedly  urged 
during  the  discussions  of  the  present  session,  and  he 
had  himself  repeatedly  attempted  to  answer  it;  he  wfti 
mortified  to  see  how  unfortunately,  as  the  objection 
continued  to  be  urged  with  undiminished  earnestness 
and  confidence.  He  must,  therefore,  again  repeat  what 
seemed  to  him  to  be  a  most  perfect  and  complete  refu- 
tation of  the  idea  that  money  will  not  command  labor  in 
and  about  New  York,  to  any  extent  to  which  money  is 
offered  and  paid.  All  will  remember  that  since  ve 
have  been  here,  during  our  present  tetsiony  the  city  of 
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Kev  York  bM  been  visited  by  a  conflagration  unequal- 
led in  the  history  of  this  continent.  From  five  to  seven 
Imndred  extensive  buildings,  in  the  very  heart  of  the 
city,  were  Uid  in  ashes  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours. 
He  had  recently  seen  several  intelligent  merchants  from 
that  city,  some  of  whom  were  among  the  snflTerers  by 
the  lire.  All  agreed  in  assuring  him,  that  by  the  time 
lie  would  probably  pass  the  city  on  his  way  to  his 
home,  after  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  he  would 
almost  want  a  guide  to  point  out  to  him  where  the  fire 
had  extended;  that  new  buildings  were  rising  upon  the 
ruins  of  those  destroyed  by  the  fire,  with  a  rapidity 
wholly  incrediblei  that  it  almost  seemed  that  an  entire 
city  vu  Hbing  from  the  earth,  as  by  the  power  of  magic { 
that  the  present  month  would  entirely  complete  a  Isrge 
proportion  of  the  new  buildings.  This,  Mr.  President, 
has  been  moatly  done  in  the  season  of  winter,  and  a  winteis 
tou,  unequalled  in  severity  and  duration.  And  can  it  be 
true  thiit  at  that  point  the  United  States  cannot  command 
labor  by  money?  Can  private  enterprise  accomplish 
so  much  in  a  few  months,  and  yet  the  Government  not 
be  able  to  apend  a  few  thousand  dollars  upon  works  of 
defence,  because  labor  cannot  be  procured  for  money? 
Sir,  tlic  conclusion  is  contradicted  by  facts,  is  contradict- 
ed by  experience,  is  contradicted  by  the  plainest  die- 
Utea  of  sense  and  reason.  The  Government  must  not 
expect  to  obtain  labor,  but  by  paying  the  current  prices 
for  the  labor  it  requires;  and  at  those  prices  its  mo- 
ney will  go  as  far,  be  as  sure  to  command  labor,  and  to 
obtain  it,  as  will  the  money  of  private  citizens.^ 

But,  Mr.  President,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  there  is  another 
view  of  this  subject.  What  is  the  course  of  these  ex- 
pendilures?  For  what  are  expenses  first  to  be  incurred? 
The  points  at  which  the  fortifications  are  to  be  erected 
are  fixed  in  the  bill;  but  you  have  acquired  no  title  to 
the  necessary  grounds,  and  no  Jurisdiction  from  the 
States  over  those  sites,  when  you  have  purchased  them. 
Both  of  these  steps  must  be  taken,  before  common  pru- 
uence  will  warrant  the  commencement  of  the  proposed 
erections.  In  all  cases  the  purchase  of  the  grounds  must 
f^qiiire  an  expenditure  of  money,  and  the  grant  of  the 
scessary  jurisdiction  must  require  time  for  the  action  of 
^e  respective  State  Legislatures.  It  will  not  be  sup- 
Po^d  that  the  appliestion  will  be  made  for  the  grant  of 
jurisdiction,  until  Congress  place  at  the  disposition  of  the 
proper  executive  department  the  means  to  make  the 
purchase  of  a  aitc,  in  case  the  jurisdiction  be  obtained. 
f^^'  "*>d,  to  illustrate  his  meaning,  he  would  speak 
or  the  proposed  appropriation  for  his  own  State;  because 
ne  was  more  fully  acquainted  with  the  facU  in  that  case 
htn  any  other  embraced  in  the  bill.  He  referred  to 
Jw  appropriation  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  for 
the  purchase  of  the  site  of  Fort  Tompkins  and  its  depen- 
oencies,  and  for  the  erection  thereon  of  fortifications  to 
protect  and  defend  the  main  entrance  into  the  harbor  of 
7*  Y wk.  Thia  site  is  so  pUinly  demgnated  by  the  nature 
Of  the  ground,  and  the  formation  orthe  harbor,  that  no 
person  who  ever  passed  the  point  can  have  failed  to  see 
»w  mark  it.  Indeed,  the  State,  during  the  late  war  with 
Wat  Britain,  and  when  the  national  Treasury  was  des- 
titute af  means  to  prosecute  the  war,  and  much  more  to 
aeiend  our  coMt,  took  this  matter  into  its  own  hands, 
P««e«ed  itself  of  this  site,  and  erected  upon  it  three 
works  of  defence:  Port  Tompkins  upon  the  heights,  to 
aeiend  the  other  works  from  approach  by  land;  Fort 
Ktchmond  upon  the  water,  to  defend  the  Narrows;  and 
*ori  Hudson,  an  extensive  water-battery,  to  act  in  aid  of 
J*ori  Richmond,  and  to  reach  an  enemy  in  his  approach 
.11  if  Narrowa  from  the  outer  harbor.  These  works 
m  belonged  to  the  SUte,  but  had  not  been  kept  in  re- 
pair aince  the  war.  The  consequence  was,  that  Ihey  had 
Soae  into  a  state  of  dilapidation,  and  he  was  unable  to 
■»y  what  their  ralue  might  now  be  to  the  Government. 


He  had  understood  that  they  cost  the  State  some  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  He  knew  that  repeated  over- 
tures had  been  made  by  the  State  to  this  Government  to 
purchase  them,  with  the  site,  and  that  the  Legislature 
had  repeatedly  authorized  negotiations  for  their  sale  and 
transfer  to  the  United  States.  Nothing  had  hitherto 
been  effected,  and  he  had  recently  been  informed  that 
the  Legislature  of  the  State,  now  in  session,  had  again 
authorized  the  sale  and  transfer,  in  this  case,  this  must 
be  the  first  step,  and  the  payment  for  the  site  the  first 
item  of  expenditure.  So  far,  therefore,  as  that  may  go, 
no  objection  would  be  interposed  that  the  money,  if  ap- 
propriated, could  not  be  expended;  nor  would  it  be  said 
that  time  was  required,  or  information  wanted,  to  accom- 
plish these  objects.  He  did  not  suppose  that  any  other 
point  was  precisely  similarly  circumstanced;  but  he  did 
suppose  that  in  all  cases,  whether  the  sites  were  the 
property  of  the  States,  or  of  individuals,  a  title  was  to 
be  secured  to  the  United  States,  and  paid  for  out  of  the 
respective  appropriations;  and  that  the  proper  jurisdic- 
tion, to  protect  the  interests  of  the  Government,  was  to 
be  obtained  from  the  respective  State  Legislatures  in  the 
mode  pointed  out  by  the  constitution.  Means,  there- 
fore, would  be  required,  as  well  as  time,  in  all  cases; 
and  so  far  as  both  were  concerned,  the  application  to 
the  case  of  Staten  Island  would  be  measurably  applica- 
ble  to  all  the  other  cases  embraced  in  the  bill. 

What  >iere  the  next  subjects  of  expenditure?  Mr.  W. 
said  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  materials  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  fortification  would  next  require  the  expenditure 
of  money.  The  stone,  brick,  lime,  sand,  timber,  iron, 
and  all  other  materials,  must  be  purchased  »nd  brought 
to  the  spot.  Was  there  any  objection  to  making  the 
contracts  and  procuring  the  delivery  of  these  niaterials 
during  the  time  required  to  negotiate  for  the  site,  and 
procure  the  grant  of  jurisdiction.^  He  could  aee  none. 
Would  not  these  preparatory  steps  occupy  time  er.ough 
to  allow  all  further  necessary  surveys  and  examinations 
to  be  made?  He  was  sure  no  one  could  doubt  the  fact. 
What,  then,  was  the  strength  of  the  objection  that  the 
money  could  not  be  expended,  or  that  more  time  was 
required  for  surveys  and  examinations? 

But  (Mr.  W.  said)  there  was  another  view  of  this  ob- 
jection of  time,  which  seemed  to  him  as  absurd  in  prac- 
tice, as  it  must  be  fatal  in  principle,  to  these  works  of 
public  defence.  He  referred  to  that  cUss  of  the  oppo- 
nents of  this  bill,  who  urged  the  necessity  of  delay  in 
making  these  appropriations,  and  at  the  same  time 
pressed  upon  us  measures  for  the  gratuitous  distribution 
among  the  States  of  the  very  moneys  in  the  Treasury 
with  which  these  fortifications  were  to  be  constructed. 
The  land  bill,  which  had  passed  this  body  but  a  few  days 
since,  was  one  of  these  measures,  and  some  gentlemen 
had  been  frank  enough  to  put  their  opposition  to  this 
bill  upon  the  ground  that  it  might  interfere  with  the 
moneys  proposed  to  be  distributed  under  the  provisions 
of  that  act.  Others,  and  much  the  largest  number  of 
the  friends  of  that  measure,  had  placed  their  opposition 
to  this  bill  upon  the  ground  of  want  of  information  of 
surveys,  examinations,  and  estimates;  and  yet  they  had 
not  failed  to  urge,  with  all  the  ardor  of  the  former  class, 
the  giving  away  to  the  States  the  very  means  by  which 
alone  these  most  important  and  confessedly  necessary 
modes  of  public  defence  can  be  erected,  when  the  in- 
formation they  seem  to  desire  shall  have  been  obtained. 
What  is  the  value  of  such  professions  of  friendship  for 
the  defences  of  the  country?  What  will  .be  the  use  of 
the  information  sought,  when  the  means  of  proceeding 
with  the  works  shall  have  been  given  away?  For  what 
valuable  purpose  shall  we  learn  that  the  positions  named 
in  the  bin  are  well  selected,  the  fortifications  wixe  and 
necessary,  the  plans  economical,  and  the  appropriations 
proposed  only  reasonable  for  present  objects,  when 
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the  Treasury  shall  have  been  exhausted  in  bounties  to 
the  States,  and  we  have  not  a  dollar  at  command  to  be 
applied  to  new  or  additional  defences'  Mr.  W.  said  he 
must  say  that  f^entlemen  who  assumed  this  position  sub- 
jected themselves  most  strongly  to  the  suspicion  that 
a  division  of  the  public  moneys,  and  not  .the  prosecu- 
tion of  works  of  defence,  was  their  darlin|f  object.  To 
the  other  class,  who  openly  and  frankly  opposed  the 
bill  upon  the  ground  that  it  conflicted  with  the  schemes 
for  a  distribution  of  the  public  moneys,  he  must  award 
greater  fairness.  They  met  what  he  considered  to  be 
the  true  question,  openly  and  without  disguise.  He 
must,  however,  here  bring  to  the  memory  of  these  op- 
ponents of  the  bill  now  under  discussion,  some  of  the 
arguments  used  by  those  who  opposed  the  passage  of 
the  land  bill  through  the  Senate,  it  was  contended 
(Mr.  W.  said)  by  himself  and  others,  that  any  system  of 
distribution,  such  as  was  proposed  by  tliat  bill,  would 
tend  to  impede  the  necessary  public  appropriations;  to 
arrest  the  prosecution  of  the  necessary  public  defences t 
and  to  embarrass  the  national  Government  in  all  its  de- 
partments, and  in  every  branch  of  the  public  service.  It 
was  urged  that  such  distribution  would  necessarily 
lead  the  States  into  measures  involving  heavy  and  long- 
continued  expenditures;  that  the  argumentfi,  estimates, 
and  flattering  calculations  of  the  friends  of  that  bill,  were 
eminently  calculated  to  produce  anticipations  of  future 
dividends  which  cniild  not  be  realised;  that  the  mem- 
bers of  both  Houses  of  Congress  were  the  represent- 
atives of  the  States,  and  of  the  people  of  the  States, 
and  must  and  ought  to  be  strongly  influenced  by  the 
wishes  and  interests  of  those  whom  they  respectively 
represented;  that  when  disappointment  as  to  the  amounts 
to  be  divided  sliould  come  upon  the  constituent  body — 
as  come  that  disappointment  must — ^the  necessities  of  the 
States,  growing  out  of  these  delusive  expectations, 
would  be  paramount  to  the  necessities  of  this  Govern- 
ment, with  the  representative  bodies;  and  that  appro- 
priations for  the  permanent  defences  of  the  country, 
appropriations  for  the  navy,  appropriations  for  the 
army,  and  appropriations  for  all  other  branches  of  the 

{)ublic  service,  would  be  injuriously  restricted,  or  whol- 
y  refused,  that  the  sum  to  be  divided  to  the  States,  as 
surplus  revenue,  might  be  increased. 

Mr.  W.  said,  when  he  urged  these  arguments,  he  did 
not  even  dream  that  he  should  see  their  correctness 
demonstrated  before  the  close  of  the  present  session  of 
Congress.  He  did  not  then  believe  that  the  evil  tendencies 
m  these  plans  for  distribution  would  be  so  soon  and  so 
boldjy  developed.  In  this  he  had  been  entirely  disappoint- 
ed. Already  we  had  met,  in  open  avowal,  the  influence 
he 'had  feared;  and,  upon  this  hrst  measure  of  public  de- 
fence which  had  been  presented  to  the  Senate  since  the 
passage  of  that  dangerous  bill,  we  had  heard  opposition 
distinctly  avowed  upon  the  grouhd  that  the  appropria- 
tions might  conflict  with  the  various  plans  for  a  dis- 
tribution of  the  moneys  in  the  Treasury.  If  he  had  be- 
fore merely  doubted,  he  should  now  be  most  perfectly 
conflrmed  in  his  hostility  to  these  projects,  so  long  as 
any  branch  of  the  public  service  called  for  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  public  moneys  on  hand. 

He  would  now  (Mr.  W.  said)  proceed  to  examine,  very 
briefly,  one  or  two  of  the  objections  offered  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Calbouh] 
to  the  passage  of  the  bill  under  discussion.  The  first 
objection  of  that  honorable  Senator  which  he  proposed 
to  notice,  was,  the  want  of  engineers  to  superintend  the 
expenditures  proposed;  and  he  had  anticipated  the  argu- 
ment to  be  drawn  from  the  action  of  the  Senate,  in  the 
increase  of  the  engineer  corps  to  about  twice  its  pre- 
sent strength,  by  Uie  assumption  that  this  increase  would 
not  bring  engineers  of  experience,  and  would  not  there- 
fore^ at  present,  authorize  an  increase  of  appropriations. 


We  are,  Mr.  President,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  if  the  posi- 
tions assumed  by  the  opponents  of  this  bill  be  admitted, 
in  a  condition  unknown  to  the  history  of  any  people  who 
have  ever  before  existed  upon  the  face  of  the  earth. 
We  have  no  debt.  Our  Treasury  is  full  to  overflowing. 
We  are  defenceless  in  almost  every  respect.  And  yet 
we  cannot  be  defended,  according  to  the  doctrines  of 
some,  because  our  money  will  not  purchase  the  labor 
necessary  to  construct  the  defences  we  need.  According 
to  others,  we  cannot  be  defended,  because  we  have  not 
engineers  of  skill  and  experience  to  direct  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  money,  if  we  appropriate  it.  An  increase  of 
our  engineer  co^ps  will  not  aid  us  in  this  particular, 
because  such  an  increase  will  not  bring  with  it  the  re- 
quisite skill  and  experience;  and,  as  a  necessary  conse- 
quence from  these  conclusions,  we  must  not  incresse  the 
engineer  corps,  because,  without  an  increase  of  appro- 
priations for  fortifications,  we  shall  have  nothing  for  the 
engineers  to  do,  wfio  may  be  added  to  the  corps.  Was 
ever,  Mr.  Preaident^  so  helpless  a  condition  of  any  peo- 
ple before  known?  Money  in  the  Treasury  to  an  excess, 
but  nobody  will  work  for  it;  defences  of  every  descrip- 
tion imperatively  required,  but  men  of  skill  and  science 
cannot  be  found  to  superintend  their  construction. 
Therefore,  we  must  give  away  the  money,  and  wait  for 
the  defences  of  the  nation,  until  the  Treasury  sliaU  con- 
tain other  means,  until  money  will  command  labor,  and 
until  engineers  can  be  educated  to  superintend  the  pub- 
lic works. 

The  honorable  Senator  put  forth  another  objection  lo 
this  bill,  which  was  even  less  anticipated  from  that  quar- 
ter than  was  the  objection  which  haa  just  been  examined. 
It  was,  that  the  bill  is  in  competition  with  the  seversl 
propositions  for  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue. 
Remembering  the  constitutional  opinions  held  and  ex- 
pressed by  that  Senator  but  two  years  sinee,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a  distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue  among  the 
States,  Mr.  W.  said  it  was  impossible  thkt  be  could  hsve 
expected  opposition  to  this  bill  from  that  qoaHer  upon 
that  ground.  In  the  Senator's  speech  upon  the  remofsl 
of  the  deposit es,  made  in  the  Senate  in  January,  1834, 
are  found  the  following  remarks: 

■*  There  is  another  aspect,  (said  Mr.  C.,)  in  which 
this  subject  may  be  viewed.  We  all  remember  hov 
early  (he  question  of  the  surplus  revenue  began  to  agitste 
the  country.  At  a  very  early  period,  a  Senator  from 
New  Jersey  [Mr.  Dicksksov]  presented  his  scheme  for 
disposing  of  it,  by  distributing  it  among  the  States.^  The 
first  message  of  the  President  recommended  a  simiUr 
project,  which  was  followed  up  by  a  movement  on  the 
part  of  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  and  I  believe 
some  of  the  other  Ststes.  The  public  attention  «ss 
aroused,  the  scheme  scrutinized,  its  gross  unconstitu- 
tionality and  injuatice,  and  its  dangerous  tendency  of 
absorbing  the  power  and  existence  of  the 'States,  were 
clearly  perceived  and  denounced.  The  denunciation 
was  too  deep  to  be  resisted,  and  the  scheme  was  sbsn- 
doned." 

Such,  Mr.  W.  said,  were  the  opinions  of  the  Senator 
upon  the  subject  of  a  distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue 
tu  the  States;  and  could  he  have  expected  from  him  an 
objection  to  the  passage  of  a  bill,  providing  for  the  de- 
fences of  the  country,  for  the  more  rapid  prosecution  of 
a  system  of  defences  with  which  he  had  once  been  offi- 
cially and  closely  connected,  because  it  comes  in  com- 
petition with  propositions  for  a  distribution  of  the  surplus 
moneys,  so  recently  pronounced  grossly  unconstituiionsli 
unjust,  and  dangerous  to  the  power  and  existence  of  the 
States^ 

^  [Here  Mr.  Prestov  remarked  that  his  colleague  «tf 
not  in  his  seat,  but  detained  from  it  by  official  duties, 
and  he  hoped  Mr.  W.  would  consent  to  suspend  his  rennarks 
until  Mr.  C.  should  be  in.     Mr.  W-  replied  that  he  re< 
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lotted  rery  much  the  absence  of  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  as  he  would  greatly  have  preferred  to 
have  replied  to  hint-  in  his  presence;  byt  as  he  had  no 
remarks  of  a  personal  character  to  make,  he  could  not 
consent  to  delay  the  bill  by  a  suspension  of  his  argument.] 

Mr.  W.  proceeded:  He  had  nothing  to  add  on  the 
subject  of  this  great  change  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the 
Senator,  except  that  it  had  surprised  and  disappointed 
him,  coming  from  that  quarter. 

Another  position  of  the  Senator  was  not  less  singular 
and  extraordinary,  and  called  for  a  reply.  It  was  the 
assertion  that  the  bill  was  not  intended  to  expedite  the 
construction  of  fortifications,  but  to  retain  the  public 
money  in  the  banks  where  it  was  now  deposited;  and  he 
went  so  far  as  to  say,  that  were  the  objects  of  the  bill 
what  they  purported  to  be— the  erection t)f  fortifications— 
he  would  support  it.  Mr.  W.  said,  in  the  absence  of 
t)iat  Senator,  he  would  take  no  notice  of  this  unjust  and 
ungenerous  imputation  upon  the  motives  of  the  friends  of 
this  bill,  but  would  examine  the  position,  supposing  it 
had  any  foundation  in  fact.  The  bill  upon  its  face  con- 
tains as  direct  and  positive  appropriations  as  any  other 
appropriation  bill  which  has  been  presented  to  Congress. 
If  passed,  it  will  devolve  upon  the  proper  executive  de- 
p\rtroent  the  immediate  duty  of  obtaining  the  proper 
sites  and  commencing  the  several  works,  and  of  pro- 
ceeding in  their  construction  with  all  possible  despatch, 
so  far  as  the  means  appropriated  will  go.  Has  any  one 
^'^igg^'ted,  or  will  any  one  believe,  that  any  sinister  in- 
tentions, on  the  part  of  those  who  may  vote  for  the  bill, 
will  influence  the  executive  officers  in  the  prompt  and 
faithful  discharge  of  their  duties  under  it?  Hnd  the  Sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina  suggested,  or  could  he  suggb&t, 
any  change  of  the  form  of  the  bill,  so  as  to  make  the  ap- 
propriations more  positive  and  unconditional,  or  the  duty 
to  expend  the  money  more  imperative  and  urgent?  He 
hazirded  nothing  in  giving  a  negative  answer  to  these 
inquiries.  Language  could  not  improve  the  bill  in  these 
particulars;  nor  had  it  been  intimated  that  there  was 
either  doubt  or  condition  to  be  found  upon  its  (ace.  He 
would>  then,  leave  the  Senator,  and  the  Senate,  to  de- 
termine how  far  he  was  sustained  in  placing  his  opposi- 
tion to  a  proper  and  positive  law  upon  the  ground  of 
his  suspicion  that  some  who  support  it  entertain  inten- 
tions unfavorable  to  its  execution. 

lie  rouit  present  this  objection  of  the  Senator  in  an- 
other I'ght,  and  see  whether  it  may  not  be  made  quite  as 
applicable  to  himself,  as  to  those  who  advocate  and  sup- 
port the  defence  bills.  His  charge  is,  that  they  desire 
to  retain  the  money  in  the  deposite  banks.  What  dis- 
position does  he  propose  to  make  of  it?  for  he  is  the 
author  of  m  variety  of  propositions  upon  the  subject. 
The  last,  and  that  one  upon  which  he  presumed  the 
Senator  intended  to  rely,  was,  to  deposite  the  money  in 
the  treasuries  of  the  several  States,  without  intecest. 
But  when,  and  upon  what  terms,  is  the  money  to  be 
transferred  from  Uie  deposite  banks  to  the  several  State 
treasuries?  When,  and  as  soon  as,  the  LpgisUture  of 
each  State  shall  have  passed  a  law,  pledging  the  faith 
of  the  State  for  the  repayment  of  the  money  upon  the 
call  of  Congress.  Nearly  all  those  Legislatures  have 
closed  their  annual  sessions,  and  all  probably  will,  be- 
fore this  proposition  can  become  a  law,  if  it  is  to  become 
a  law  at  all.  Much  the  larger  number  of  them  do  not 
again  convene  until  November,  December,  and  January. 
The  money,  therefore,  according  to  the  disposition  pro- 
posed by  the  Senator  himself,  must  remain  in  the  depos- 
ite banks  for  the  whole  of  the  present  year,  at  the  least; 
whJe,  in  several  of  the  States,  the  legislative  sessions 
are  biennial  oiiIy4  and,  in  one  State  at  least,  it  is  said  its 
constitution  prohibits  the  Legislature  from  contracting 
a  debt  for  any  purpose.  Mr.  W.  said,  were  he  to 
charge  the  honorable  Senator  with  a  design  to  continue 
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the  money  in  the  deposite  banks,  and  assert  that  he  had 
made  this  dilatory  proposition  for  a  different  disposition, 
to  accomplish  that  design,  would  the  Senator  consider 
him  courteous  or  just?  Would  the  Senate  consider  the 
imputation  of  such  motives  to  any  member  of  the  body 
parliamentary  or  proper?  It  was  not  bis  purpose  to 
make  any  such  charge.  It  was  not  his  habit  to  impute 
motives  to  the  members  of  this  body,  for  acts  donaun* 
der  their  official  responsibility;  and  he  did  not  believe'that 
such  a  charge,  if  made  against  the  honorable  Senator, 
would  be  founded  in  fact.  He  did  not  believe  the  Sen- 
ator, in  making  the  proposition  upon  which  he  had  com- 
mented, had  been  actuated  by  any  design  to  retain  the 
money  in  the  deposite  banks;  but  the  reverse.  Yet  he 
did  believe  that  such  a  design  imputed  to  that  Senator 
would  have  precisely  as  much  foundation  in  justice  and 
truth,  as  the  similar  charge  preferred  by  him  against 
the  friends  of  the  defence  bills;  and  be  trusted  he  had 
shown  that  the  effect  of  the  Senator's  proposition  would 
be  to  retain  the  money  in  the  banks  much  longer,  and 
much  more  certainly,  than  any  effect  to  be  apprehend- 
ed from  the  passage  of  these  bills. 

Mr.  W.  said  his  intention  and  desire  was  to  apply  the 
money  in  the  Treasury  to  a  constitutional  use.  The  mo- 
ney is  the  avails  of  « taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  exci- 
ses," laid  and  collected  by,  or  under  the  authority  and 
direction  of  Congress,  ''to  pay  the  debts,  and  provide 
for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  the 
United  States."  The  first  great  constitutional  use  to 
which  the  public  moneys  were  to  be  applied  had  been 
fully  performed.  The  debts  had  been  fully  paid.  The 
second,  to  •«  provide  for  the  common  defence,"  it  is  the 
object  of  this  bill  to  prosecute  more  vigorously  and  effi- 
ciently. For  that  reason  he  supported  it,  and  most  ear- 
nestly hoped  it  would  be  successful.  Yet  it  was  not  for 
him  to  impute  improper  or  unworthy  motives  to  those 
who  thought  the  constitution  and  the  public  interests 
would  be  better  served  by  giving  away  this  money  to 
the  States,  or  what  was,  in  his  judgment,  precisely 
equivalent,  lending  it  to  the  States  without  interest,  and 
upon  a  declaration  upon  their  respective  statute  books 
that  they  would  repay  the  principal  whenever  their  re- 
presentatives in  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  should  or- 
der them  to  do  90,  He  thought,  however,  so  long  as 
he  abstained  from  the  imputation  of  motives  to  those 
who  advocated  such  a  disposition  of  these  moneys,  he 
was  entitled  to  an  exemption  from  imputation  as  to  his  own 
moiiies,  in  urging  a  use  of  the  money  such  as  the  honor  and 
interests  and  safety  of  the  country  required  and  demand- 
ed; and  such  as  the  constitution  not  only  authorized,  but 
directed  in  terms. 

After  Mr.  W bight  had  concluded,  Mr.  KUGGLES 
rose,  and  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  President:  This  bill  has  been  slumbering  on  the 
table  for  more  than  two  months,  without  any  disposition 
being  manifested  by  a  majority  of  the  Senate  to  take  it 
up.  The  inquiry  throughout  the  country  is,  where  is 
the  fortification  bill?  What  has  become  of  the  fortifica- 
tion bill?  Why  does  not  the  Senate  act  on  the  fortifica- 
tion bill?  All  the  seaboard— ^11  that  part  of  it  which  has 
not  been  already  provided  with  works  of  defence — is 
alive  to  this  subject.  No  measure  is  more  imperiously 
demanded  by  the  exposed  condition  of  the  seaboard, 
and  none  more  loudly  called  for,  in  connexion  with 
liberal  appropriations  for  an  increase  of  the  navy,  by  the 
general  sense  of  the  country. 

This  matter  has  been  delayed  and  put  off  till  it  is  now 
too  late  to  do  much  else  than  to  prepare  for  entering 
upon  the  contemplated  works  at  an  early  period  of  the 
next  year.  An  1  why  it  is  that  this  important  bill  has 
been  postponed  to  others  of  much  less  consequence, 
and  suffered — nay,  made— to  lie  on  the  table,  while  the 
season  for  operations  has  been  passing  away,  I  am  un« 
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able  to  understand.  But  T  hope  the  Senate  will  now 
settle  the  details  of  it,  and  do  what,  in  my  humble  ap- 
prehension, the  Senate  ought  to  have  done  two  or  three 
months  ago. 

The  Senator  from  Tennessee  who  has  just  taken  his 
seat  [Mr.  Whitx]  appears  to  understand  the  Secretary 
of  War  as  recommending,  in  his  report  on  this  subject, 
a  postponement  of  all  the  new  fortifications  named  in 
this  bill,  and  the  completion  of  those  works  only  which 
have  been  heretofore  commenced.  But,  sir,  I  have  not 
so  understood  the  report.  On  the  contrary,  the  Secre- 
tary expressly  recommends  the  construction  of  fortifica- 
tions at  several  points  where  none  have  been  commenced. 

If  we  are  to  proceed  upon  the  principle  that  no  new 
works  shall  be  commenced,  confining  the  appropriations 
to  the  completion  of  those  already  in  a  state  of  forward- 
ness, the  State  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  will  still 
be  left  without  defences.  She  has  no  works  commen- 
ced, and  therefcire  has  none  to  complete.  The  views 
of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  go  to  sustain  the  motion 
submitted  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  pRESTon,]  when  this  bill  was  last  before  the 
Senate,  and  which,  as  I  understand  it,  now  comes  for- 
ward for  consideration.  The  motion  was  to  amend  the 
bill  by  striking  out  the  appropriation  for  the  defence  of 
the  Kennebec.  In  making  the  motion,  he  announced 
his  intention  also  of  moving  to  strike  out  all  the  appro- 
priations for  works  of  the  third  class,  as  classified  in  the 
report  of  the  board  of  engineers  made  in  1821;  and  also 
to  strike  out  the  appropriation  for  steam  batteries. 
These  several  motions,  it  seems,  are  to  be  met  succes- 
sively. Now,  the  Kennebec  falls  within  the  third  class 
in  that  report,  and  would  therefore  be  embraced  in  the 
second  proposed  amendment.  But  the  Senator  has 
thought  proper  to  single  out  the  Kennebec  river  for  the 
separate  action  of  the  Senate;  no  doubt,  supposing  it  to 
be  a  vulnerable  point,  and  more  assailable  than  any  other 
in  the  bill.  He  does  not  choose  to  attack  the  whole 
line  of  fortification^  at  once,  but  to  break  through  it  at 
some  chosen  point,  and  then  to  cut  them  up  in  detail.  I 
suppose  that  would  be  according  to  military  principles. 

It  is  not  my  intention,  sir,  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
Senate  in  advocating  the  system  of  national  defences, 
for  one  part  of  which  this  bill  provides;  for  I  apprehend 
that  at  this  day  few  are  to  be  found,  who  are  willing  to 
hazard  their  reputation  as  statesmen,  by  calling  in  ques- 
tion  the  wisdom  of  shielding  a  maritime  frontier,  and 
furnishing  a  navy  with  convenient  and  numerous  places 
of  resort  and  refuge.  The  example  of  other  nations, 
and  the  experience  of  our  own;  the  concurring  opinion 
of  distinguished  statesmen,  and  others  eminent  fur  their 
military  science;  the  established  policy  of  our  Govern- 
ment, hitherto  sustained  by  all  parties;  in  fine,  history, 
example,  experience,  science,  and  patriotism — all  concur 
in  sustaining  the  system  of  national  defences,  which 
embrace  a  navy  and  fortifications.  The  recent  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  upon  this  subject,  which  has 
received  so  much  commendation,  fully  sustains  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  bill  under  consideration,  difiering  only  in 
some  of  its  details. 

Indeed,  1  do  not  understand  that  this  system  of  defence 
is  seriously  questioned  by  the  Senator  who  submitted 
this  motion.  There  is,  however,  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  CRiTTBR&Kir,]  who  the  other  day, 
in  endeavoring  to  find  sufficient  surplus  revenue  to 
justify  its  distribution  among  the  States,  took  occasion 
to  denounce  fortifications  on  the  maritime  frontier,  as 
wholly  unnecessary  to  the  present  and  prospective  con- 
dition of  our  country.  He  thought  we  could  do  without 
them.  He  was  opposed  to  the  whole  scheme.  And  1 
infer  from  his  remarks,  that  he  was  also  opposed  to  a 
navy;  for  he  told  us  that,  instead  of  preventing  an  enemy 
from  landing  on  our  shores,  we  ought  ratlicr  to  invite 


him  to  land— make  room  for  him  to  disembark,  that 
those  who  should  be  \efi  to  recross  the  Atlantic  might 
carry  back  with  them  such  experienee  of  our  hospitality, 
as  would  deter  them  and  others  from  a  similar  enter* 
prise  thereafter. 

Sir,  there  is  more  chivalry  than  wisdom  in  such  a  view 
of  the  subject.  Fortifications  are  not  so  much  to  pre- 
vent an  enemy  from  landing  on  our  coast,  as  to  shut  up 
our  harbors,  occlude  our  port*,  and  lock  up  the  mouth* 
of  our  rivers,  and  thus  to  guard  against  a  sudden  attack 
upon  our  commercial  towns  by  the  fleets  of  an  enemy. 

The  Senator  thinks  we  should  find  no  great  difficulty 
in  chastising  an  enemy  that  should  have  the  presumption 
to  land  on  our  shores.  And,  sir,  he  seems  to  suppose 
that  it  would  argue  imbecility  and  cowardice  to  attempt 
to  keep  him  away  from  our  harbors  by  those  ugly, 
frowning  battlements,  and  to  protect  our  cities  by  for- 
tresses. Perhaps  he  supposes  it  the  wisest  and  m(i»t 
gallant  course  to  give  an  enemy's  ships  of  war  free 
access  to  our  commercial  towns,  and,  after  he  has  batter, 
ed  them  down,  to  invite  him  to  land  and  measure  iwords 
with  us!  We  should  unquestionably  gire  him  some 
evidence  of  our  valor,  but  1  do  exceedingly  doubt 
whether  he  would  carry  away  with  him  any  very  high 
opinion  of  the  wisdom  of  our  protective  policy.  And 
should  he  not  aecommodate  us  by  accepting  our  invita- 
tion— should  he  not  choose  to  land  and  give  us  battle  on 
shore,  we  might  lose  the  opportunity  of  proving  even 
our  valor. 

But  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  does  not  go 
quite  so  far.  I  do  not  understlind  him  as  oppo^^eU  to 
this  system  of  public  defences.  On  the  contrar}*,  lie 
claimed  for  his  colleague  the  distinguished  honor  of 
having  *■  fought  up*'  this  system  of  fortifying  the  mari- 
time frontier,  against  much  opposition  and  discourage- 
ment, at  the  time  he  was  Secretary  of  War.  And  to 
creditable  did  he  deem  the  achievement  to  his  wisdom 
snd  patriotism,  that  he  erected  for  him  a  triumphal 
arch,  and  fixed  his  statue  upon  it,  and  seemed  resolved 
that  it  should  not  be  cast  down  by  impious  hands,  viih- 
out  an  eflTort  to  sustain  it  there.  The  effort,  it  must  be 
admitted,  was  a  splendid  and  gallant  one.  And  I  trubt 
the  honorable  Senator,  whose  name  and  ftime  it  was  in- 
tended to  perpetuate,  will,  by  his  support  uf  this  bill, 
vindicate  his  claim  to  the  apotheosis  designed  fur  bin. 
Yes,  sir,  1  may  be  permitted  to  hope  that  the  combined 
honors  of  rhetoric  and  statuary  will  call  up  the  distin- 
guished Senator  alluded  lo,  to  the  support  of  the  bill, 
against  the  assault  made  upon  it  by  his  eloquent  col- 
lesgue. 

Since,  then,  the  system  of  fortifying  the  maritime 
frontier  is  not  to  be  impugned,  I  ask  what  is  the  objec- 
tion to  this  bill?  One  objection  is,  that  it  involves  too 
great  an  expenditure;  that  it  is  entering  upon  a  scheme 
that  will  call  for  appropriations  to  an  unlimited  amount. 
At  the  same  time  we  are  told,  and  from  the  same  quar- 
ter whence  this  objection  comes,  that  our  Treasury  is 
full  to  overflowing;  that  there  is  now  a  surplus  in  tbe 
Treasury  of  thirty-two  or  thirty-three  millions,  with  a 
prospect  pf  some  forty.one  or  forty-two  millions  by 
another  vear;  and  that  it  is  absolutely  impossible  to 
exhaust  that  surplus,  or  to  sponge  it  up  by  this  scheme 
of  fortifications.  It  is  asserted  that  the  most  liberal, 
extravagant,  profuse  appropriations  for  this  purpose  "can- 
not possibly  touch  the  surplus  revenue"— not  even  touch 
it;  that  its  increase  is  going  on  with  so  much  rapidityi  tliat 
prodigality  itself,  with  its  utmost  strides,  cannot  over- 
take it.  And  yet,  the  Senator  says  that  the  amount 
appropriated  by  this  bill  is  "alarming."  Appropriations, 
which  are  necessarily  so  insignificant  in  amount  that  ibey 
cannot  even  touch  the  surplus  in  the  Treasury,  sre  at 
the  same  time  to  be  regarded  as  **  alarming"  ind  ^'sp* 
palling,"  and  leading  on  to  national  bankruptcy.    H(^^' 
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these  conflicting  views  of  the  subject  csn  be  reconciled, 
1  cannot  very  well  understand. 

With  a  Tiew,  however,  of  dimintshing  the  amount 
appropriated  by  this  bill,  it  is  proposed  to  strike  out  the 
fortification  for  the  defence  of  the  Kennebec  waters,  and 
that  is  to  be  followed  by  another  to  strike  out  the  pro- 
posed fortification  for  the  Penobscot.  My  purpose  is  to 
resist  these  propositions  ts  unjust  to  the  State  I  repre- 
sent here,  unwise  in  regard  to  great  and  important  na- 
tional interests,  and  as  being  an  utter  departure  from 
the  constitutional  obligfation  resting  upon  Congress  to 
provide  for  the  common  defence. 
-  The  geo^phical  position  of  Maine  renders  the  ques- 
tion of  fortifying  her  maritime  frontier  one  of  great  in- 
terest to  the  State  as  well  as  to  the  Union.  She  oc- 
cupies an  intermediate  position  between  the  rest  of  the 
Union  and  the  possessions  of  a  foreign  Power.  Her 
ports  and  harbors  are  within  a  few  hours'  sail  of  the 
ports  and  harbors  of  a  nation  that  may  be,  as  she  has 
been,  our  enemy.  The  coast  of  that  State,  for  many 
leagues  at  sea,  is  the  most  frequented  cruising  ground 
in  time  of  war,  of  any  portion  of  the  coast  of  tlie  United 
States.  It  is  literally  whitened  with  our  commerce.  It 
is  there  that  an  enemy's  cruisers  would  reap  their  rich 
harvest  of  prizes,  and  do  more  injury  to  the  commerce 
of  the  country  than  they  could  do  at  any  other  point  of 
the  Atlantic  coast.  Leave  that  coast  undefended,  and  it 
would  be  swept  as  with  the  besom  of  destruction.  All 
the  commerce,  foreign  and  coastwise,  which  is  carried 
on  by  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  tons  of  navigation, 
would  be  swept  from  the  ocean;  our  valuable  fisheries 
would  be  annihilated;  and  the  whole  seaboard  would 
be  lighted  by  the  conflagration  of  our  ships,  our  towns 
and  cities,  and  every  thing  accessible  to  an  incendiary 
foe.  If  the  harbors  on  the  coast  of  Maine  should  not  be 
fortified  and  occupied  by  us,  they  will,  in  time  of  war, 
be  occupied  by  the  enemy.  If  they  shall  not  be  made 
places  of  refuge  and  protection,  they  will  be  places  of 
exposure  and  destruction.  There  are  a  number  of  im- 
portant positions  on  that  coast  which  would  be  imme- 
diately seized  upon  by  an  enemy,  and  made  places  of 
rendezvous  for  his  cruisers,  privateers,  and  ships  of  war; 
whence  they  could  sally  out  to  intercept  our  commerce, 
and  '*  sank,  burn,  and  destroy;"  and  where  they  could 
refit  and  levy  contributions  of  supplies  upon  the  defence- 
less inhabitants. 

Sir,  this  does  not  rest  upon  conjecture.  It  is  matter 
of  history.  With  us,  it  has  been  matter  of  experience. 
In  the  last  war  with  Rngland,  she  at  once  perceived  the 
advantages  of  occupying  a  position  on  the  coast  of  Maine. 
She  early  fitted  out  an  expedition,  which  seized  upon 
Castine,  a  position  on  the  Penobscot  waters,  where  the 
enemy  fortified  himself.  From  that  position  he  was  en- 
abled to  commit  havoc  and  devastation  upon  our  com- 
merce. The  number  of  merchant  vessels  which  that 
position  enabled  him  to  capture,  I  have  no  means  of  es- 
timating. 

•  ft  is  for  the  protection  of  these  waters,  the  waters  of 
the  Penobscot  bay  and  river,  that  one  of  the  fortifica- 
tions is  designed.  There  are  a  number  of  commercial 
towns  on  the  bay,  whose  shipping  would,  in  times  of 
peril,  seek  refuge  in  the  river,  above  the  contemplated 
fortification.  Among  them  is  Belfast,  the  proposed 
Atlantic  termination  of  the  Belfast  and  Quebec  railroad. 
Abote  the  position  to  be  fortified  are  several  others,  and 
at  the  head  of  navigation  is  the  city  of  Bangor,  which 
ships  annually  from  300  to  400  million  feet  of  lumber. 
This  city  has  just  sprung  into  existence.  Six  years  ago 
its  population  was  only  3,868;  now,  it  is  9,000.  Its  in- 
crease in  wealth  and  enterprise  exceeds  even  that  of  its 
population.  It  bids  fair  to  be  one  of  the  most  considera- 
ble cities  of  the  North. 

Kennebec  river,  which  is  proposed  to  be  left  defence- 


less, is  one  of  the  largest  in  New  England.  It  is  naviga- 
ble for  large  ships  of  war  to  Bath,  and  for  smaller  ves- 
sels to  Halloweli  and  Augusta.  Bath  is  a  highly  com- 
mercial town.  More  shipping  is  built  in  the  district  of 
Bath  than  in  any  other  in  the  State,  and  a  quarter  more 
than  is  built  in  all  the  southern  States  put  together. 
Above  Bath,  on  the  river,  there  are  several  thriving  and 
prosperous  towns.  At  the  head  of  navigation  is  the 
capital  of  the  State,  and  at  that  place  is  situated  the 
arsenal  of  the  United  States.  Yes,  Mr.  President,  the 
United  States  have  there  property  in  buildings  and  the 
materid  of  war  to  a  large  amount.  Would  you  leave 
that  undefended.^  Would  you  leave  not  only  the 
valuable  commerce  of  that  river  and  adjacent  ports, 
and  the  thriving  towns  that  adorn  its  banks,  but  also 
your  own  arsenal,  exposed  and  unprotected?  Did 
you  erect  vour  buildings  there,  but  for  the  accom- 
modation of  your  enemy  in  time  of  war.'  Was  it  to  sup- 
ply him  with  arms  and  munitions  of  war  that  you  ex- 
posed them  on  an  unfortified  river  in  (as  it  may  be)  his 
own  neighborhood,  where  he  could  have  ready  access 
to  them.^  Sir,  to  leave  the  mouth  of  that  river  unforti- 
fied, would  be  a  palpable  invitation  to  an  enemy  to  come 
and  help  himself.  He  would  so  regard  it,  and  accept 
the  invitation.  His  very  first  expedition  would  be  to  the 
capital  of  the  State.  Without  an  hour's  notice  or  warn- 
ing, favored  by  a  fair  breeze,  he  would  run  up  the  river, 
set  fire  to  the  shipping  at  Bath,  demolish  that  and  the 
other  towns  above  it,  seize  upon  the  arsenal,  turn  its 
gims  upon  our  capital,  and,  having  supplied  himself  with 
whatever  he  might  stand  in  need  of  from  the  arsenal, 
return  musing  upon  the  marvellous  wisdom  of~  a  nation 
that,  with  a  bloated  Treasury,  with  overflowing  coflPers, 
could  leave  such  a  position  unfortified. 

But,  is  there  nothing  else  to  be  protected  by  fortify- 
ing that  coast?  Are  there  no  other  interests  to  be 
regarded.^  Sir,  titere  are  there  more  than  half  a  million 
ot  your  population,  an  industrious,  moral,  enlightened, 
enterprising,  patriotic  people,  who  are  neither  insensi- 
ble to  what  they  owe  to  the  national  Government,  nor 
ignorant  of  what  the  national  Government,  under  the 
constitution,  owes  to  them.  The  State  possesses  a  great 
amount  of  commercial  and  agricultural  wealth,  and 
manufacturing  enterprise  is  spreading  rapidly  over  the 
State.  I  find,  by  a  report  made  to  Congress  in  1832, 
by  the  Secretary  of  State,  founded  on  very  partial  and 
incomplete  returns  and  estimates,  that  the  manufactures 
at  that  time  amounted  to  upwards  of  seven  millions  of 
dollars.  They  may  be  safely  estimated  at  the  present 
time  at  ten  millions.  Add  to  this  the  value  of  lumber 
cut  and  sawed  annually,  estimated  at  ten  millions,  and 
the  market  value  of  lime  manufactured  in  that  State, 
estimated  at  one  million,  and  we  make  an  aggregate  of 
twenty-one  millions,  independent  of  its  agricultural  pro- 
ducts. The  article  of  wool  alone,  grown  in  that  State 
in  1832,  was  estimated,  from  the  returns,  at  one  million 
six  hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollars.  It  must  now 
exceed  two  millions.  There  are  no  means  of  estimating 
the  amount  of  other  agricultural  products.  But  I  have 
already  shown  enough  to  entitle  that  **  peninsular  State," 
as  the  Senator  calls  it,  to  some  little  consideration.  Not 
one  of  the  Atlantic  States  possesses  so  great  natural 
resources,  nor  one  which  is  making  more  rapid  progress 
in  wealth  and  population. 

The  Senator,  in  his  speech  preliminary  lo  the  motion 
under  consideration!  took  occasion  to  speak  of  the  great 
amount  of  exports  from  the  southern  States,  and  advert- 
ed lo  the  small  amount  of  exports  from  Maine.  The 
inference  was,  that  more  should  be  appropriated  for  the 
defence  of  the  southern,  and  less  for  the  northern  fron- 
tier. The  returns  show  only  the  exports  to  foreign 
countries.  There  are  no  returns  which  show  the 
amount  of  our  coastwise  commerce.    We  must  arrive  at 
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that  by  inference  an^  estimation.  In  1833,  the  exports 
of  South  Carolina  amounted  to  upwards  of  eleven  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  lliHt,  with  a  small  amount  of  exports 
coastwise,  dediictin^^  what  was  retained  for  home  con- 
sumption, may  be  regarded  as  the  product  of  the  labor 
of  the  producing  class  of  the  population  of  that  State. 
Some  allowance  is  to  be  made  for  what  was  grown  be- 
yond the  limits  of  that  State.  Maine  has  a  population 
somewhat  less  than  South  Carolina,  but  it  is  an  active, 
industrious  population  of  freemen.  It  does  not  there 
take  one  half  to  keep  the  other  half  employed.  The 
pr^uct  of  industry  and  enterprise  in  Mame  cannot  be 
less  than  that  of  South  Carolina.  I  have  no  doubt  it  is 
greater.  But  the  exports  from  Maine  to  foreign  coun- 
tries, for  1833,  were  short  of  a  million  of  dollars.  What, 
then,  became  of  the  residue  of  their  products,  making 
the  same  deduction  for  home  consumption }  The  answer 
is,  it  was  shipped  coastwise.  The  difference,  then, 
between  the  commerce  of  Maine,  and  that  of  South  Caro- 
lina, is  this:  the  latter  State  shows  a  greater  amount  of 
exports  to  foreign  markets,  and  the  former  a  greater 
amount  to  ports  m  the  United  States.  They  ship  more 
to  foreign  countries*  we  ship  more  coastwise. 

Now,  1  would  ask,  which  is  most  entitled  to  the  foster* 
ing  care  and  protection  of  the  Government — ^the  com- 
merce carried  on  by  a  State  with  a  foreign  nation,  or  the 
commerceof  the  States  with  one  another.^  How  would 
it  be  in  time  of  war?  which  is  the  true  question,  in  refer- 
ence to  our  protective  policy.  Would  a  cargo  of  flour 
shipped  from  Alexandria  or  Petersburg  be  more  enti- 
tled to  protection  when  destined  for  Europe,  than  when 
shipped  to  Portland,  Bath,  or  Bangor?  Would  you  re- 
gard as  more  important  the  ^fety  of  a  cargo  of  cotton, 
when  shipped  from  Charleston  to  supply  the  manufacto- 
ries of  £urope,  than  when  shipped  for  Boston  or  Ports- 
mouth for  the  use  of  the  factories  at  Lowell  or  Dover? 
The  answer  must  be,  two  to  one  in  favor  ofdomestic.com- 
merce  which  finds  a  market  for  the  products  of  one 
State  and  a  resource  of  supplies  for  another «  and  Con- 
gress is  under  the  same  constitutional  obligation  to  pro- 
tect the  commerce  carried  on  between  the  States,  as  it  is 
to  protect  foreign  commerce. 

Sir,  there  are  other  considerations  to  which  I  ask  the 
attention  of  Senators  from  the  South  and  Southwest.  It 
is  not  difficult  to^  show  that  the  whole  South  and  South- 
west are  directly  interested  in  the  fortifying  the  northern 
frontier,  especially  the  frontier  of  Maine;  and  I  cannot 
but  marvel  that  a  motion  which  goes  to  defeat  an  appro- 
priation for  that  purpose  should  come  from  the  South. 
The  great  amount  of  exports  from  the  southern  States 
has  been  advened  to.  llie  following  is  an  abstract  of 
the  value  of  exports  of  domestic  produce  to  foreign 
countries,  for  the  year  1833.  It  is  made  up  from  the 
latest  returns  that  have  been  published: 


States. 


Lotiiaiana, 
Alabama, 
Georgia, 
South  Carolina, 

Total  of  four  States, 

Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 

Mississippi,    - 

Florida, 

Total  of  the  southern 

States, 
United  States, 


In  Am. 
vessels. 


16,838,562 
^,141,786 
5,166,844 
7,255,281 


33,402,473 

4,740,003 

360,012 

none 

175,218 


-38 


,677,706 
61,286,119 


In  foreign 
vessels. 


6,921,045 
1,522,261 
2,400,483 
3,864,284 


14,708,073 

719,237 

111,394 

none 

14,967 


15,553,671 
19,738,043 


Total. 


23,759,607 
5,664,047 
7,567,327 

11,119,565 


48,110,546 

5,459,240 

471,406 

none 

190,185 


54,231.377 
81,024,162 


Here  we  see  that  the  whole  amount  of  the  exports  of 
the  United  States  was  eighty -one  millions}  of  which  forty- 
eight  millions  were  from  the  four  States  of  Louisiana, 
Alabama,  Georgia,  and  South  Carolina  alone.  To  this 
must  be  added  a  Urge  amount  of  coastwise  exports. 
Now,  let  me  inquire  of  southern  Senators  by  what 
means  this  vast  amount  is  transported  to  their  foreign  tnd 
domestic  markets?  Do  you  ship  it  in  your  own  vessels, 
or  in  foreign  vessels?   To  a  very  great  extent,  you  do  not. 

Let  us  see  how  this  is.  The  following  is  an  abMnct 
of  the  tonnage  built,  the  tonnage  owned,  and  the  per- 
manent registered  tonnage  in  1833. 


Tonnage 

Tonnage 

Registered 

States. 

buih. 

owned. 

tonnage, 
permanen*. 

Louisiana, 

326 

60,903 

13,100 

Alabama,  •     - 

65 

7,540 

1.392 

Georgia, 

547 

9,994 

2,467 

South  Carolina, 

649 

14,058 

3,246 

Total  of  four  States,  - 

1,587 

92,495 

20.215 

Virginia, 

3,326 

50,407 

6^834 

North  Carolina, 

3,012 

38,235 

6,603 

Mississippi,    • 

30 

1,003 

none 

Florida, 

Total  of  the  southern 
States, 

46 

3,787 

766 

8,002 

185,927 

34,418 

Total  of  the  United 

States, 

161,626 

1,606,149 

641,091 

Maine, 

51,687 

225,329 

70,499 

Portland, 

7,860 

49,012 

Kennebec,     • 

11,214 

42,772 

Penobscot,    - 

10,587 

49,412 

By  this  abstract  it  appears  that  the  whole  amount  of 
shipping  owned  in  the  lour  States  mentioned,  is  92,495 
tons:  40,225  of  the  60,903  owned  in  Louisiana,  is  steam- 
boat tonnage  employed  on  the  rivers,  leaving  52,259 
employed  in  foreign  and  coastwise  commerce.  The  per- 
manent registered  tonnage  is  that  which  is  engaged  in 
foreign  commerce,  with  but  few  excepitions-  Of  that, 
these  four  States  have  but  20,215  tons,  while  the  whole 
amount  of  American  tonnage  employed  in  foreign  com- 
merce is  641,091.  Adoptmg  that  proportion.  South 
Carolina  should  have  about  70,000  tons'  instead  of  3,000, 
having  upwards  of  seven  millions  of  exports  in  American 
vessels.  The  four  States  mentioned,  with  more  than 
half  of  all  the  exports  of  domestic  produce,  own  less 
than  a  thirty-fourth  part  of  all  the  American  tonnage 
employed. 

There  is,  then,  this  very  great  deficiency  of  vessels  »t 
the  South;  and  to  supply  that  deficiency,  she  is  necessa- 
rily indebted  to  those  States  which  have  an  excess  abore 
their  exportations{  the  principal  of  which  is  Maine, 
having  over  70,000  tons  of  shipping  engaged  in  foreign 
commerce,  with  less  than  a  million  of  exports.  Vei, 
Mr.  President,  Maine,  hitherto  overlooked,  forgotten, 
and  disregarded  in  every  thing  relating  to  the  defence 
of  her  seaboard,  owns  nearly  40,000  tons  more  shipping 
than  all  the  southern  Atlantic  and  Gulf  States  south  of 
the  Potomac.  Nay,  1  may  say  she  has  more  spacious 
harbors,  more  deep  and  convenient  waters,  more  por^ 
of  entry  and  delivery,  more  facilities  for  commercial  and 
naval  operations,  than  all  of  the  southern  States  together, 
south  of  the  Chesapeake.  Sir,  I  do  not  speak  eitra^-a* 
gantly.  The  facts,  on  examination,  will  be  found  to 
bear  me  out. 

But,  sir,  I  will  go  further,  and  inquire  where  the  South 
obtains  the  vessels  she  owns.  If  I  am  not  much  roistal^en, 
it  will  appear  that  she  is  indebted  to  the  North  for  them, 
and,  to  a  great  extent,  to  Maine  herself,  hy  adverting  to 
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the  abstract,  I  find  that  the  four  States  named  built  in 
1833  but  1,587  tons,  while  Maine  built  51,687.  I'he 
district  of  Bath  alone,  one  of  the  twelve  districts  into 
which  that  SUte  is  divided,  builds  a  third  more  than  all 
the  southern  States  together,  from  Virginia  to  Louisiana, 
inclusive.  That  one  district,  for  the  defence  of  which 
not  a  dollar  has  been  expended  on  any  permanent  forti- 
fication, owns  three  tiroes  the  amount  of  tonnage  that  is 
owned  by  the  whole  State  of  South  Carolina,  whose 
ports  have  been  fortified  at  an  expense  of  little  short  of 
a  million  of  dollars.  The  same  remark  may  be  made  in 
reference  to  Portland  and  the  Penobscot.  Our  ships, 
many  of  which  are  among  the-  ytty  best  freighting  Tea- 
sels in  the  world,  navigated  by  intelligent  and  experi- 
enced shipmasters,  and  manned  by  hardy  seamen,  are 
found  in  all  the  southern  ports,  New  Orleans,  Mobile, 
Savannah,  Charleston,  &c.,  competing  for  freights  and 
taking  their  produce  off  their  bands  at  the  lowest  prices 
of  transportation. 

Now,  Mr,  leave  the  maritime  frontier  of  Maine  without 
defences,  leave  her  harbors  exposed,  give  up  that  **  pen- 
insular State*'  to  the  enemy,  and  a  declaration  of  war 
would  put  an  absolute  stop  to  ship-building.  Her  five  or 
sjx  hundred  shipyards  would  be  desolate;  and  the  first 
aix  months  after  the  commencement  of  hostilities  would 
see  our  shipping  destroyed  and  its  owners  ruined.  The 
effect  such  a  state  of  things  would  produce  on  southern 
interests  dependent  on  the  ship-building  and  ship-owning 
SUtes,  cannot  be  accurately  estimated.  The  price. of 
freights  would  be  greatly  increased.  Such  a  diminution 
of  the  number  of  freighting  vessels  would  destroy  all 
competition  for  freights,  and  southern  producers  would 
be  compelled  to  pay  whatever  northern  carriers  should 
cboose  to  demand.  And  thus  is  the  South  directly  in- 
terested in  the  defence  of  our  harbors  in  Maine,  and  in 
the  protection  and  preservation  of  our  shipping.  We 
do  not  build  ships  for  ourselves  alone;  we  build  them 
also  for  the  South.  The  shipyards  of  the  South  are  in 
Maine.  She  is  the  great  ship-building  State  of  the  Union. 
Throughout  the  whole  South  and  Southwest,  every  pro- 
ducer of  a  bag  of  cotton,  a  hogshead  of  sugar,  or  any 
other  article  of  export,  has  a  direct  int^est  in  this  mat- 
ter; for  they  will  feel  the  effect  of  the  increased  price  of 
freights  in  the  diminution  of  the  home  value  of  their  pro- 
ducts. 

Mr.  President,  there  is  one  other  consideration  to 
which  1  cannot  forbear  calling  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ate, involving  a  matter  of  great  national  interest.  1  have 
reference  to  the  lon^  pending  and  still  unsettled  con- 
troversy between  this  Government  and  that  of  Great 
Britain,  relative  to  the  disputed  territory  on  our  north- 
eastern border.  It  il  a  large  and  valuable  portion  of  the 
State  of  Maine,  claimed,  and  to  some  extent  occupied, 
by  Great  Britain;  but  which  is  clearly  our  rightful  do- 
main, and  should  be  held  within  our  sovereignty  and 
jurisdiction. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Davis]  Uid  be- 
fore the  Senate,  some  time  since,  resolutions  emanating 
from  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  which  relate  to  this 
controversy  and  to  the  territory  in  question.  It  was  at 
a  time  when  1  was  absent  from  the  Senate  a  few  days 
from  indisposition.  1  have  since  seen  a  published  report  of 
his  remarks  on  that  occasion,  in  which  I  find  an  extract 
published,  as  ha?ing  been  read  to  the  Senate  from  the 
report  of  a  committee  sent  by  that  State,  some  months 
since,  to  explore  and  examine  into  the  condition  of  the 
country  in  dispute  between  the  two  Governments.  A 
part  of  that  extract  is  aii  follows: 

*'  The  committee  have  thus  briefly  noticed  the  outline 
presented  in  its  passage  across  this  important  portion  of 
our  domain.  When  it  shall  be  explored  more  fully,  it 
will  be  found  to  contain  an  inexhaustible  treasure,  in  its 
dc^p  forestry  its  rivers,  and  its  soil.     The  condition  of 


all  that  portion  now  held  in  the  custody  of  England, 
presents  matter  for  serious  and  anxious  reflection.  Are 
we  humbled  by  the  lofty  pretensions  of  a  Power  from 
whom  we  have  twice  conquered  an  honorable  peace?  or 
from  what  cause  is  it  that  our  pride  seems  subdued, 
while  our  interests  are  sacrificed?  No  American,  and 
especially  no  man  of  New  England,  can  traverse  this 
region,  and  shut  out  from  his  mind  the  conviction  that 
wrongs  have  been  perpetrated  under  the  cover  of  diplo- 
macy, that  dare  not  be  defended  in  the  open  field.  This 
land,  which  we  claim  belongs  to  us  of  right,  has,  for  some 
cause,  or  to  answer  some  purposes,  been  most  ignomint- 
ously  surrendered  to  the  custody  of  a  foreign  Power. 
It  does  not  fail  to  impress  one  strangely,  that,  after  a  pos- 
session of  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century— afler  the 
full  exercise  of  sovereignty,  we  should  quietly  permit 
that  possession  and  that  sovereignty  to  pass  into  the 
hands  of  a  foreign  Power,  and  thus  be  held,  until  that 
Power  shall  find  leisure  to  establish  over  it  a  permanent 
legal  title.  But  your  committee  will  not  dwell  upon  a 
topic  so  fruitful  of  unpleasant  emotions;  they  were  suf- 
ficiently harassed  by  them,  while  traversing  this  region; 
they  could  not  look  abroad  without  witnessing  the  dep- 
redations and  waste  everywhere  committed;  they  could 
not  fail  to  appreciate,  at  its  just  value,  the  guardianship 
exercised  over  it.  They  were  not  blind  to  the  trespasses 
once  suppressed  by  our  own  agents,  but  now  renewed, 
upon  the  timber  and  the  lands,  and  that  seemed  to  be 
pursued  witii  an  eagerness  and  an  ingenuity  that  scorned 
resistance  or  defied  detection.  They  did  not  complain, 
for  there  was  no  power  to  redress.  Nor  do  the  committee 
now  arraign  the  conduct  of  the  British  agent;  he  is  pow- 
erless on  this  subject.  The  great  mass  ot  the  population 
consider  the  lands  as  waste;  and  each  plunders  and  ap- 
propriates as  his  inclination  or  interest  leads  him.  There 
have  been  some  devices  thought  expedient  as  a  cover  for 
some  of  the  grosser  acts  under  the  eye  of  the  authorities. 
<  Location  certificates'  are  granted  by  the  Government 
of  New  Brunswick  to  old  soldiers;  these  are  made  to 
cover  one  tract,  until  the  timber  is  stripped,  and  then  it  is* 
changed  to  another — a  sort  of  roving  commission,  pro* 
tecting  the  aggressor,  when  the  .power  to  punish  needs 
but  a  slight  apology  to  quiet  it.  Large  portions  of  this 
region  held  in  trust,  thus  formally,  have  recently  been 
claimed  as  belonging  to  Canada;  thus  taking  it  out  of 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  trustee,  the  Governor  of  New 
Brunswick,  and  freeing  it  from  all  rule,  or  bw,  or 
agency." 

1  have  read  this  extract  for  two  purposes.  One  is,  ta 
have  the  opportunity  of  reminding  the  Senator,  who 
has  made  it  a  part  of  his  speech,  that,  whatever  errors  of 
diplomacy  have  been  committed  in  respect  to  that 
matter,  were  committed  by  those,  for  whose  acts  the 
present  administration  cannot  be  held  responsible. 
Whatever  wrongs  have  been  perpetrated  under  the  cov- 
er of  diplomacy,  that  cannot  be  defended  in  the  open 
field,  have  grown  out  of  measures  which  had  not  the 
consent  of  Maine,  and  which  were  as  much  against  her 
wishes  and  interest  as  they  are  against  the  principles  and 
policy  of  the  present  Executive  Department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 1  need  not  be  more  explicit.  That  Senator 
was,  I  think,  a  member  of  the  other  House  during  a  pe- 
riod now  gone  by,  where  he  WM  a  distinguished  and 
able  supporter  of  the  then  existing  administration,  in 
most  of  its  measures,  if  not  of  its  diplomacy. 

There  is  another  honorable  Senator  on  this  floor,  who 
has  doubtless  some  faint  recollections  of  interesting  cir- 
cumstances that  have  taken  place  in  respect  to  this  ques- 
tion, with  which  his  official  duties,  always  ably  pertorm- 
ed,  must  have  made  him  acquainted.  What  reference 
the  Massachusetts  committee  had  to  the  "diploftiacy" 
at  Ghent,  in  which  that  Senator  took  a  distinguished  part; 
or  what  reference  was  intended  to  what  took  place  in 
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respect  to  this  mstter  during  his  premiership,  under  s 
late  sdminist ration,  the  committee  itself  can  best  telt. 

But,  sir,  it  is  no  purpose  of  mine,  in  making  these  re- 
marks, to  lay  blame  at  the  door  of  any  one.  1  am  par- 
ticularly desirous  in  this  discussion  of  avoiding  every  top- 
ic not  legitimately  connected  with  the  subject  under  con- 
sideration. If  the  Massachusetts  committee,  or  the  Sen- 
ator, had  been  a  little  more  explicit  in  the  allusion  to 
what  is  called  an  **  ignominious  surrender  of  territory, 
for  some  cause,  or  to  answer  some  purposes,"  and  fixed 
the  Imputation  where  it  belongs,  if  it  belongs  anywhere, 
1  shotild  have  spared  myself  these  remarks. 
•  1  have  read  the  extract  for  one  other  purpose,  more 
apposite  to  the  question  under  consideration.  It  was  to 
show  that  Maine  was  not  alone  in  considering  this  ques- 
tion of  boundary,  as  it  is  called— more  properly  a  ques- 
tion of  title  and  territory — as  one  which,  mits  present 
aspect.  Is  justly  calculated  to  produce  "serious  and  anx- 
ious reflection."  He  alone,  whose  prophecy  is  know- 
ledge, and  who  controls  the  destinies  of  nations,  can  tell 
in  what  that  controversy  will  end.  Tlie  country  in  dis- 
pute embraces  about  one-third  of  the  State.  It  is  equal 
in  extent  to  the  two  States  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode 
Island.  It  is  valuable  for  its  deep  forests  of  timber,  as  well 
«s  for  its  soil,  and  the  numerous  streams  which  intersect 
it.  It  is  capable  of  sustaining  a  million  of  inhabitants. 
Our  title  to  it  is  as  clear  as  language  can  make  it.  And 
the  British  Government  urge  their  claim  to  it  with  an 
earnestness  and  pertinacity  equal  to  the  clearness  of  our 
title.  Shall  it  be  submissively  yielded  to  her.^  Sir,  it 
wmild  be  a  disgraceful  surrender  of  a  clear  and  manifest 
right. 

'  How,  then,  is  the  matter  to  be  settled  ?  Negotiation 
has  been  tried  thus  far  in  vain.  There  is  little  prospect 
of  its  being  more  successful  in  future.  And  how  soon 
the  time  will  come  when  the  honor  and  rights  of  the  na- 
tion ahall  imperiously  require  a  resort  to  measures  of  a 
.more  determinate  and  decisive  character;  1  will  not  pre- 
dict. I  have  reason  to  believe  that  this  controversy  is  re- 
garded by  the  Executive  with  anxiety  and  concern, 
m>m  a  sincere  desire  to  preserve  the  friendly  relations 
between  the  two  nations;  at  the  same  time,  resolved  not 
to  compromit  the  just  rights  of  Maine,  and  of  the  Union, 
to  the  tract  of  country  in  question. 

Now,  sir,  to  what  extent  future  negotiations  would  be 
influenced  by  placing  the  maritime  frontier  of  that  State 
in  a  condition  of  security,  is  a  question  worthy  of  consid- 
eration. Great  Britain  considers  the  possession  of  this 
territory  of  great  importance,  as  well  from  its  intrinsic 
value  as  from  its  location.  A  large  portion  of  it,  as  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  remarked,  is  covered  with 
a  thick  growth  of  white  pine.  Much  of  that  valuable 
timber,  and  of  the  timber  spruce,  nearly  as  valuable — for 
some  purposes  more  so — still  remains  within  the  undis- 
puted boundaries  of  the  State.  But  that  is  rapidly  dis- 
appearing before  the  axe  of  the  lumberman.  Many  have 
estimated  that  on  the  Penobscot  waters  alone,  between 
300  and  400  millions  of  feet  of  lumber  are  cut  and  saw- 
ed annually.  Proportionate  quantities  are  cut  on  sev- 
eral other  of  the  rivers  in  Maine;  and  the  business  is  in- 
creasing rapidly^  and  the  prices  and  value  still  more  rap- 
idly, from  the  increasing  demand  of  the  country.  Does 
not  Great  Britain  perceive  that  the  time  will  soon  come 
when  that  forest  of  timber,  which  she  is  endeavoring  to 
appropriate  to  her  own  use,  will  be  the  only  resource 
left  of  that  valuable  species  of  lumber,  fur  all  New  Eng- 
land, New  York,  and  the  Middle  States,  to  a  considera. 
ble  extent,  and  for  the  South  to  some  extent  also?  1 
speak  of  this  peculiar  and  valuable  kind  of  lumber,  which 
is  found  in  no  great  quantity  anywhere  else  in  the  Uni- 
ted Stktes,  readily  acce!>sible  from  the  Ocean.  I  say,  sir, 
does  not  Great  Britain  perceive  this,  and  is  not  her  anx- 
iety to  .hold  that  territory  greatly  increased  by  a  desire 


to  monopolize  so  valuable  an  article  of  commerce?  And 
I  ask,  sir,  will  she  recede  from  the  position  she  hss  as- 
sumed in  relation  to  it,  so  long  as  she  sees  the  whole 
maritime  frontier  of  Maine,  with  all  her  shipping,  her 
commerce,  her  towns  and  cities,  naked  and  exposed^ 
Will  she  feel  any  apprehension  from  us,  while  we  our- 
selves are  so  defenceless?  Will  she  fear  to  receive, 
while  she  can  so  readily  give  blows?  Let  me  tell  yoo, 
sir,  that  controversy  can  never  be  settled  in  a  manner  con- 
sistent with  our  honor  and  our  rights,  until  the  maritime 
frontier  of  Maine  shall  be  put  in  a  state  of  security.  \x% 
present  defenceless  and  exposed  condition  is  an  encour- 
agement— ^an  invitation  to  Great  Britain  to  hold  out  in 
her  preposterous  claim.  But  I  will  not  detain  the  Sen- 
ate in  presenting  this  matter  in  the  variety  of  aspects  in 
which  it  exhibits  itself  to  my  mind.  If  you  would  ie- 
cure  that  important  part  of  our  domain  by  pesceable 
measures,  place  the  State  in  such  a  condition  tb«t 
Great  Britain  shall  not  find  in  our  very  defencelcssness 
a  lure  to  a  war  of  conquest  and  acquisition.  Let  her  it 
least  not  see  us  in  such  a  condition,  that  we  may  be  sup* 
po*.ed  unwilling  to  hazard  a  vindication  of  our  rig:hts. 
With  the  panoply  of  defence  thrown  over  us,  we  might 
reasonnbly  hope  that  a  negotiation  so  long  protracted 
would  at  Ust  terminate  in  the  successful  establishment  of 
o«r  just  territorial  and  jurisdictional  limits.  We  might 
hope  to  avoid  a  war,  which  otherwise  may  sooner  or  la- 
ter be  inevitable. 

Let  no  man  attempt  to  reconcile  himseirto  the  idea  of 
abandoning  that  country  on  the  ground  of  its  trifling  value. 
I  will  not  stop  to  estimate  its  value  as  matter  of  property. 
It  is  suflicient  that  it  is  a  portion  of  the  United  Statcs-a 
large  part  of  one  of  the  sovereign  States  of  this  Union;  and 
to  surrender  our  right  to  it  on  the  extraordinary  claim  and 
demand  of  Great  Britain,  would  be  an  ignominious  act 
of  national  degradation,  as  much  so  as  would  be  thesur- 
render  of  the  District  of  Columbi:i.  Twenty  years  ago, 
instead  of  claiming  title  in  herself,  she  was  seeking  to 
to  acquire  from  us  a  right  of  way — a  communicalion 
through  this  territory  from  New  Brunswick  to  Quebec. 
After  diplomacy  had  put  her  spectacles  on,  after  the 
treaty  of  Ghent,  she  began  to  view  the  matter  in  a  differ- 
ent light;  and  now,  instead  of  negotiating  for  a  right  of 
way  she  is  claiming  full  right  and  title  in  herself 
and  even  denying  us  a  right  of  way  to  the  St.  John's,  and 
upon  its  waters  to  the  ocean! 

Some  of  the  consequences  resulting  from  the  condition 
in  which  that  country  is  now  placed,  are  the  subjection 
of  American  citizens  to  the  vexatious  dominion  of  a  for- 
eign Power,  the  destruction  and  waste  of  timber,  delay- 
ing the  settlement  and  agricultural  iinproveraent  of  a  fer- 
tile portion  of  our  territory,  and  imposing  restraints  up- 
on the  extension  of  public  and  private  enterprise. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  obligation  and  the  re- 
medy are  with  this  Government.  What  can  Maine  do 
Your  constitution,  to  which  no  State  is  more  faithfuli 
tells  her  she  has  no  right  to  make  war.  She  can  enter 
into  no  negotiation,  make  no  treaty,  levy  no  impost  du- 
ties. She  has  yielded  up  most  of  the  means  and  the 
power  of  vindicating  her  rights  against  foreign  nations, 
in  exchange  for  the  national  guaranty  of  protection. 
And  you  have  admonished  her  that  she  should  be  careful 
not  to  embroil  the  two  countries  in  war  by  her  impru- 
dence. She  has  been  told  that  negotiations  of  some  sort 
were  going  on,  that  diplomacy  was  at  work,  and  ijjjt 
her  rights  should  be  secured  to  her;  that  you  had  dHn- 
culties  with  other  Powers  to  settle,  and  that  it  was  not 
politic  or  prudent  to  engage  in  too  many  controverret 
at  the  same  time.  Well,  sir,  all  this  we  thought  Tery 
reasonable;  and  we  have  waited  till  all  other  controvcj* 
sies  have  been  settled.  We  have  remained  quiet,  and, 
from  a  sincere  desire  to  avoid  every  act  which  should 
tend  to  disturb  the  friendly  relations  between  the  t¥0 
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countries*  we  have  afforded  many  practical  examples  of 
the  virtue  of  forbearance,  while  our  neighbors  have 
advanced  and  moved  back  our  landmarks.  But,  sir, 
here  we  stop. 

This  matter  demands  the  serious  attention  of  this  Gov- 
ernment. If  neglected  now,  it  may,  at  no  distant  day, 
involve  a  question  of  the  most  serious  import/  I  know 
that  whatever  can  be  done  to  secure  our  rights  by  nego* 
tiation,  will  be  done.  All  peaceable  measures  will  be 
first  tried.  All  the  influence  of  a  just,  temperate,  and 
wise  policy,  will  be  brought  in  aid  of  a  firm  and  resolute 
assertion  of  the  rights  and  honor  of  the  nation.  But  with- 
out a  preparation  for  enforcing  and  vindicating  them,  I 
have  too  much  reason  to  apprehend  that  negotiation  will 
be  fruitless.  That  argument  with  nations  is  often  most 
convincing,  which  has  something  besides  diplomatic  lo- 
gic to  support  it. 

I  make  no  unavailing  complaints  about  the  past.  I 
take  the  question  as  I  find  it.  And  how  is  thai?  Why, 
sir,  a  considerable  portion  of  one  of  the  sovereign  States 
of  this  Union  is  subjected  to  the  dominion  of  a  foreign 
Power;  and  all  the  other  States,  save  one,  seem  to  look 
quietly  on,  wholly  unconcerned  so  long  as  their  territory 
remains  undbturbed !  Is  it  not  so?  Hitherto,  the  con- 
stitution has  afforded  us  no  practical  guaranty  either  for 
the  defence  of  our  seaboard  or  the  integrity  of  our  ter- 
ritory. If  such  is  to  be  its  practical  exposition  in  future, 
1  would  be  quite  willing  to  exchange  it  for  the  old  arti- 
cles of  confederation,  as  loosely  and  feebly  as  they  held 
the  States  of  this  Union  together. 

Sir,  Maine  is  not  disposed  to  claim  more  than  justly  be- 
longs to  her,  norto  assume  any  attitude  unbecoming  the 
dignity  of  political  sovereignty.  She  has  not  been,  she 
will  not  be,  unreasonable  in  her  claims.  She  asks  only 
those  rights  which  the  national  compact  secures  to  her 
in  common  with  all  the  other  States.  In  urging  them 
with  energy  and  firmness,  she  will  not  lose  sight  of  what 
is  due  to  her  own  character,  nor  what  is  due  to  the  char- 
acter of  this  Government.  She  has  the  highest  confi- 
dence that  nothing  will  be  led  undone  to  secure  her 
rights,  which  the  constitution  has  placed  in  the  power  of 
the  executive  department  of  the  Government  to  do.  She 
now  asks  that  Congress  will  place  her  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  other  States,  in  respect  to  frontier  de- 
fences, having  regard  to  her  local  position  and  the 
tiigh  interests  she  has  at  stake. 

Instead  of  the  amount  appropriated  by  the  bill  for  the 
defences  of  Maine  being  greater  than  her  condition  re- 
quires, in  my  apprehension  it  falls  far  short  of  it.  But 
three  positions  are  provided  for.  In  reference  to  the 
important  considerations  to  which  I  have  adverted,  I  can- 
not but  believe  that  a  prudent  forecast  would  lead  to  the 
immediate  commencement  of  fortifications  at  other 
points  for  which  no  appropriations  are  made.  If  we 
should  be  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  engaged  in  another 
war  with  Bngland,  which  no  Slate  has  so  much  reasou 
to  deprecate  as  Maine,  her  borders  and  her  coast  would 
be  the  first,  if  not  the  principal,  scene  of  conflict.  Pro- 
vide her,  then,  with  armor.  She  is  young,  but  robust 
and  athletic.  Give  her  but  her  helmet  and  shield, 
and  in  peace  or  war  she  will  do  you  no  dishonor.  The 
mouth  of  every  river  should  be  guarded.  Every  town 
on  our  seaboard,  of  sufficient  importance  to  excite  the 
cupidity  of  an  enemy,  should  be  provided  with  some 
suitable  work  of  defence.  1  do  not  ask  great  and  extrav- 
agant expenditures.  We  want  no  such  expensive  fortress- 
es as  the  South  '*  fought  up"  for  her  defence.  We  want 
none  covering  sixty  or  seventy  acres.  We  want  no  Mon- 
roe fortresses;  no  Kip  Rap  defences.  We  ask  only  such  as 
are  suited  to  the  positions  they  may  occupy }  suited  to 
the  objects  to  be  defended,  to  the  inducements  an  ene- 
my would  have  to  make  an  attack.  The  repulsive, 
should  always  be  proportioned  to  the  attractive  power. 


The  position  at  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Croix  is  becom- 
ing one  of  g^at  importance.  Calais,  situated  at  the 
head  of  navigation,  some  thirty  miles  above  Eaatport, 
which  in  1830  contained  but  one  thousand  six  hundred 
and  eighty-six  inhabitants,  is  now  estimated  to  contain 
upwards  of  four  thousand.  The  commerce  carried  on 
from  those  waters  is  very  considerable,  and  is  rapidly 
increasing.  The  returns  for  1834  show  that  the  foreign, 
vessels  which  entered  and  cleared  at  Eaatport,  in  that 
year,  amounted  to  nearly  ninety-eight  thousand  tons. 
This  wss  nearly  equal  to  the  entry,  and  exceeded  the 
clearances  of  foreign  vessels,  at  New  York;  and  very 
far  exceeded  those  of  any  other  commercial  place  in  the 
Union.  It  was  greatly  disproportioned,  however,  to  the 
clearances  of  American  vessels.  The  harbor  of  St.  An* 
drew's,  where  an  enemy's  fleet  could  rendezvous,  lies 
on  the  opposite  side  of  these  waters,  and  is  within  stri- 
king distance  of  Eastport  and  other  places  on  the  river. 
This  important  and  exposed  position  has  received  much 
less  consideration  than  it  is  entitled  to;  and  I  hope  the 
attention  of  the  proper  department  will  be  called  to  it, 
and  that  all  necessary  examination  andsurveyp,  prepara* 
tory  to  the  construction  of  suitable  works  of  defence, 
may  be  speedily  made. 

It  appears  to  be  understood,  that,  because  the  posi« 
tions  at  the  Kennebec  and  Penobscot  rivers  are  named  in 
the  third  class  in  the  classification  made  by  the  board  of 
engineers  in  their  report  of  1821,  they  are  therefore  to 
be  considered  third  rate  positions  in  point  of  importance. 
Whatever  was  the  object  of  so  classing  (hem  in  1821,  it 
ought  not  to  be  overlooked  that,  by  the  able  report  of 
the  same  board  in  1826,  those  potitions  are  placed  in 
the  second  class;  and  by  a  recent  report  of  the  board 
just  communicated  to  the  Senate,  they  are  embraced  in 
the  first  class.  Those  formerly  considered  as  entitled 
to  the  earliest  attention,  have  already  been  provided 
with  works  of  defence.  And  those  which,  in  18*6,  were 
regarded  in  the  second  class,  now  become  the  first  class 
of  positions  remaining  to  be  fortified.  The  work  has 
been  going  on.  The  system  of  public  defences  has  been 
adopted  and  pursued*  sometimes  with  mor^  and  some* 
times  with  less,  energy  and  zeal.  The  South  has  had  the 
benefit  of  appropriations  for  the  fortification  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, Mobile  bay,  Pensacola,  Savannah,  Charleston, 
and  other  places.  So  far  as  regards  that  section  of  the 
Union,  the  system  has  been  carried  into  execution,  and 
the  vote  of  the  North  has  never  been  wanting  on  any 
question  of  appropriation  for  that  purpose.  But  when, 
in  her  turn,  the  North  claims  her  share  in  this  matter, 
the  South — no,  sir,  not  the  whole  South,  I  (rust,  but 
South  Carolina — rises  up  against  it.  She  "  fought  it  up*' 
for  her  benefit,  and  now  would  fight  it  down  for — nobo- 
dy's benefit.  South  Carolina,  with  her  one  or  two  porta 
of  entry,  has  received  the  benefit  of  appropriations  for 
this  purpose  to  the  amount  of  nearly  a  million  of  dollars. 
Maine,  with  her  twelve  ports  of  entry  and  forty 
ports  of  discharge  and  delivery,  has  not  had  a  single  dol- 
lar expended  under  the  new  system  on  any  permanent 
w(^rk  of  defence.  The  State  of  South  Carolina,  which 
builds  but  640  tons  of  shipping,  and  owns  but  14,000 
tons,  has,  in  regard  to  the  defence  of  her  one  or  two  har- 
bors, received  the  first  and  earliest  attention  of  the  Gov- 
ernment; while  Maine,  which  builds  more  than  50,000 
tons  of  shipping,  and  owns  225,000,  has  been  postponed 
and  passed  over!  and  this,  too,  by  a  Government  acting 
under  a  constitution  which  imposes  upon  it  the  obliga- 
tion of  providing  for  the  common  defence  of  the  whole 
country,  and  the  general  welfare  and  protection  of  all 
its  parts. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  intended  nothing  invidious  in 
the  reference  1  have  felt  myself  called  upon  to  make  to 
the  comparative  claims  of  the  South  and  the  North.  [ 
regret  that  occasion  has  been  given  to  present  thd  dif- 
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ferent  sections  of  the  country  in  comparison  or  contrast. 
I  have  done  so,  but  in  answer  to  the  disparagement  of* 
fered  to  the  right  of  the  State  I  represent  here  to 
be  embraced  in  the  plan  of  common  defence  proposed 
by  (he  bill.  I  would  never  volunteer,  on  any  subject, 
in  a  gratuitous  argument  founded  in  sectional  interests 
and  distinctions.  Such  considerations  ought  never  to 
control  the  legislative  action  of  Congress,  nor  in  any 
manner  characterize  its  deliberations.  The  States  of 
this  Union  constitute  one  great  political  family,  all  (he 
members  of  which  have  a  common  interest,  and  ahould 
act  from  a  common  impulse.  The  different  parts  of  the 
country  they  embrace  seem  designed  by  the  God  of  na- 
ture for  mutual  dependence  and  a  community  of  inter- 
ests. I'heir  very  variety  of  climate,  the  diversity  of 
productions  to  which  they  are  adapted,  and  all  the  op- 
posites  and  apposites  which  are  presented  in  the  different 
sections  of  our  widely  extended  country,  serve  but  to 
give  them  an  adhering  affinity,  and  bind  them  more 
closely  together. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  EWING  of  Ohio, 
WALKER,  and  PRESTON, 

Mr.  PRESTON  moved  to  amend  the  pending  amend- 
ment by  making  it  read  as  follows:  **  for  fortifications  at 

Penobscot  bay,  the  sum  of dollars  annually  for 

two  years;"  which  motion  was  accepted  by   Mr.  Bair- 
TOjr  as  a  modification  of  his  amendment. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  suggested  that  (he  question  on  this 
amendment  had  better  be  taken  when  the  Senate  was 
fullf  and,  as  it  was  late  in  the  day,  he  thought  that  they 
had  better  adjourn. 

The  Senate  thcM  adjourned. 


Fbidat,  May  20. 
VOLUNTEERS. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  from  the  committee  of  conference 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  confer  with  a 
committee  of  the  House  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 
two  Houses  as  to  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  bill 
authorising  the  President  to  accept  the  services  of  ten 
thousand  volunteers  for  the  defence  of  the  western  fron- 
tiers, reported  that  the  committees  of  the  (wo  Houses 
bad  had  a  meeting,  but  that  they  had  not  been  able  to 
effect  the  objects  for  which  they  were  appointed,  having 
sat  the  whole  day  without  coming  to  any  agreement 
whatever. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  (from  the  same  committee,) 
observed  that  it  was  true  that  they  had  come  to  no 
agreement  on  the  point  at  issue  between  the  two  Houses, 
inasmuch  as  some  gentlemen  seemed  to  think  that  they 
bad  the  whole  bill  under  consideration,  and  that  they 
had  the  power  to  modify  it  at  pleasure.  He  hoped  that 
when  the  Senate  again  appointed  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence, they  would  appoint  gentlemen  who  would  be  will- 
ing to  con6ne  their  deliberations  to  the  subject  of  disa- 
greement, and  nut  think  themselves  authorized  tQ  take 
the  range  of  the  whole  bill. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  replied  that  the  committee  did  con- 
fine tliemselves  to  the  subject  of  disagreement,  until 
finding  that  there  was  no  possibility  of  coming  to  an 
agreement  on  that  point,  they  entered  into  a  more  en- 
larged discussion,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether 
the  bill  could  not  be  so  framed  as  to  meet  the  concur- 
rence of  both  Houses.  His  understanding  was,  that 
when  a  committee  of  conference  came  to  a  pi^position 
that  could  not  be  agreed  on,  the  whole  subject  was  open 
to  them. 

Mr.  KING  of  Alabama  recollected  exactly  the  state  of 
the  case.  The  proposition  last  made  was,  that  they 
should  extend  the  term  of  service  of  the  militia  force  of 
the  United  States  for  a  year,  instead  of  its  being  a  vnl- 
Hnteer  militia  force.  This  was  the  bst  subject  of  confer- 


ence; and,  after  taking  until  half  past  five  o'clock,  the 
committee  found  that  they  could  comelo  no  agreement 
whatever. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  it  was  true  that  that  proposition 
was  made,  but  another  one  was  also  made,  and  that  vas, 
that  the  President  sliould  receive  these  volunteers  from 
the  States  by  hatulions,  regiments,  and  brigades,  offi- 
cered by  the  States.  The  committee  of  the  other  House 
WAS  unanimous  in  the  opinion  that  it  was  unconstitutional 
for  the  President  to  officer  this  force,  unless  it  was  made 
a  part  of  the  regular  army,  and  that  then  he  must  appoint 
the  officers  in  the  same  way  (hat  other  officers  of  the 
regular  armv  are  appointed.     He  must  say  this  bill  had 
been  passed  under  the  pressure  of  very  extraordinary 
circumstances,  and  that,  consequently,  that  consideration 
was  not  given  to  it  in  this  particular  that  its  importance 
deserved.    It  had  been  called  up  by  the  Senator  from 
Alabama,  under  the  apprehension  of  a  Creek  war,  and 
its  immediate  passage  was  insisted  on.     'l*bey  were  told 
that  there  were  precedents  to  sanction  it;  but,  on  exami- 
nation, he  found  that  there  was  not  one.  The  precedent 
referred  to,  was  the  volunteer  bill  of  1812,  which  ras 
passed  the  very  day  preceding  the  adjournment  of  Con. 
gress.     By  it,  authority  was  given  to  the  President  lo 
commission  these  volunteers;  but  on  what  condition^ 
Why,  on  the  condition  of  enrolment.     The  bill  proii* 
ded,   that,  after  these   companies  should    be  orjj^iz- 
cd,  and  their  services   accepted,   they"  ahould   enrol 
themselves  as  part  of  the  army;  and  then,  and  not  t:II 
then,  the  President  was  to  commission  them.     Now,  he 
would  ask  gentlemen  to  consider  the  difference  betwetn 
tliis  bill,  which  had  been  cited  as  a  precedent,  and  the 
one  before  them.  By  the  present  bill,  they  were  to  have 
a  dormant  military  force  in  the  country,  mixed  up  with 
the  militia;  and  this  dormant  force  was  to  be  oflicertd 
by  the  President,  to  mingle  with  our  citizens,  entirely 
contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  constitution.    They 
ought  to  be  cautious  how  they  establibhed  precedents 
They  all  remembered  the  circumstances  under  which 
this  volunteer  bill  of  1813  was  passed.     Unfortunattly, 
bome  of  the  New  England  States  held  up  their  militia, 
and  Congress  wanted  to  get  that  military  force  without 
going  to  the  Executives  ot  those  States  for  them.  Thty 
authorized  the  President  to  accept  the  services  of  this 
militia  in  companies;  and  what  was  the  next  step^    It 
was  first  to  enrol,  and  then  commission  them.   And  what 
was  the  next  step  now?  We  get,  said  Mr.  C,  a  military 
force  mixed  up  with  the  citizens  of  the  United  Suits, 
not  organized  as  part  of  the  standing  army,  but  officered 
by  the  Prebident;  thus  having,  at  the  same  time,  two 
militia  forces,  one  officered  by  the  States  and  the  other 
byjthe  President.     Again:  the  power  of  appointment  ol 
the  subordinate  officers  was  virtually  tuken  from  the 
President,  and  given  to  the  men.     He  wishcrd  to  know 
the  necessity  for  tliis  departure  from  the  constitution. 
The  gentleman  from  Alabama  said  that  the  mode  of  ap- 
pointment, provided  by  the  bill)  would  render  the  foice 
more  effective.     Why  should  it  be  so?    Why  would  a 
force  officered  by  the  President  be  more  effective  than 
ope  officered  by  the  States?     He  did  not  think  that  the 
description  of  force  contemplated  by  the  bill  could  be 
raised.     The  difficulty  would  be  in  getting  the  men  lo 
enrol  themselves;  for  officers  who  were  in  the  late  war 
said  that  the  same  thing  had  been  ineffectually  tried  then. 
There  were  but  two  ways  of  getting  men  for  a  military 
force:  the  one  was  by  volunteers  raised  on  the  spur  ol 
the  occasion;  and  the  other  was  by  enlisting  men  lor  ihe 
regular  army  from  the  dregs  of  society.     Now,  Uie  mtn 
could  nut  be  raised  under  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  and 
the  result  would  be,  that  there  would  be  a  multitude  of 
x>fficers  appointed  by   the  President,  and  no  men  to  be 
commanded  by  them. 
The  CHAIK  here  stated  that  the  debute  was  irregular, 
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the  mesdBge  of  the  House  on  the  subject  of  its  disagree- 
ment not  being  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  KING  of  AUbama,  to  give  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  an  opportunity  of  continuing  his  speech,  moved 
to  take  up  the  message  of  the  House,  with  the  amend- 
ment.  Disagreed  to. 

The  message  of  the  House  was  then  received,  stating 
that  that  body  insisted  on  its  disagreement  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  moved  that  the  Senate  also  insist  on 
its  amendment,  and  that  it  ask  for  another  committee  of 
conference. 

Mr.  KING  of  Alabama  said,  although  the  committee 
were  very  unfortunate  in  their  conference  upon  the  dis- 
agreement between  the  two  Houses,  yet  he  still  hoped 
they  might  come  to  some  conclusion  in  a  matter  of  such 
vital  importance  as  this.  He  could  not  assent  to  the  dec- 
liration  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Cai> 
uouh]  that  this  bill  was  forced  on  the  Senate  by  surprise. 
It  was  sent  from  the  other  House,  and  was  some  time 
under  discussion  before  the  Senate.  It  was  time  it  was 
acted  on  with  despatch,  as  it  ought  to  be,  for  the  bleed- 
ing citizens  of  our  frontier  demanded  it,  and  it  passed  wiih- 
nut  opposition  even  from  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina [Mr.  Calhouh]  himself.  He  hoped  one  more  effort 
might  be  made,  so  that  we  might  have  a  force  in  the 
field  sufficient  to  meet  the  emergency. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  there  bad  not  been,  nor  should 
there  be,  any  thing  wanting  on  his  part  to  give  a  safe, 
prompt,  and  efficient  force  for  the  protection  of  the  fron- 
tiers. If  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  believed  that,  for 
the  sake  of  having  an  efficient'  force,  these  volunteers 
should  be  officered  by  the  President,  he  had  wholly 
overlooked  the  constitution.  He  entertained  the  delibe- 
'"atc  opinion,  that  this  bill  was  wholly  unconstitutional, 
and  was  not  supported  by  a  single  precedent.  In  reply 
to  the  Senator  from  Alabama,  he  asked,  if  it  was  not 
under  the  pressure  of  extraordinary  circumstances,  that 
this  bill  was  called  up  and  hurried  through? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  he  had  been  a  member  of 
the  committee  of  conference;  and  if  a  second  committee 
should  now  be  appointed,  he  hoped  he  would  be  excus- 
ed from  serving  upon  it.  He  did  not  believe  that  the 
sppointment  oftbe  same  committee  by  the  Senate  and 
the  House  could  result  in  any  practical  good.  They  had 
been  busily  engaged  in  the  conference  chamber  until  a 
lite  hour  yesterday;  and  when  they  had  Separated,  they 
^'^K  further,  if  possible,  from  agreeing,  than  when  they 
^3d  first  met.  For  his  own  part,  he  could  not  feel  the 
force  of  the  constitutional  objections  which  had  been 
made  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Cal- 
Hocir.]  It  was  true  that  the  amendment  which  had  been 
proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  of  the  House  was 
somewhat  vague  and  ambiguous  in  its  terms.  He  had 
thought,  at  one  time,  during  the  conference,  that  we 
shmiU  have  agreed  upon  an  amendment  to  the  Senate's 
amendment,  which  would  have  made  the  bill  much  more 
ciplicit,  and  would  have  removed  all  the  constitutional 
objections  of  the  gentleman.  When  it  came  to  the  final 
vote,  he  found  he  had  been  mistaken. 

The  amendment  proposed  in  the  committee  of  con- 
lerence  provided  that  none  of  the  officers  should  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  President,  until  the  volunteers  were  actu- 
%  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
Until  that  moment,  the  companies  which  might  be  form. 
ed  would  thus  be  considered  as  mere  voluntary  associa- 
tion?, under  no  pledge  whatever,  except  that  of  honor, 
to  enter  the  service  of  their  country.  When  once,  how- 
ever, this  pledge  was  redeemed— when  they  were  mus- 
tered into  the  service,  they  became  a  portion  of  the 
»fmy  of  the  United  States  for  the  period  of  six  or  twelve 
months;  and  then  there  could  not  possibly  be  a  constitution- 
«  objeciioa  to  the  appointment  of  their  officers  by  the  Pre- 
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sident.  Congress  possessed  the  power  to  raise  armies  in 
any  manner  they  thought  proper.  Whether  they  obtain- 
ed soldiers  by  individual  enlistments,  or  whether  the 
patriotic  young  men  of  the  country  chose  to  associate 
together  as  volunteers  and  come  in  masses,  we  had  an 
equal  right  to  receive  them.  The  one  mode  of  obtaining 
soldiers  was  just  as  constitutional  as  the  other. 

The  amendment  which  had  been  proposed,  whilst  it 
practically  insured  to  the  companies  the  selection  of  their 
own  company  officers,  did  not  interfere  with  the  consti- 
tutional powers  of  the  President .  The  volunteers  them- 
selves were  to  designate  such  officers,  and,  if  the  Presi- 
dent approved  of  such  designation,  these  officers  would 
be  appointed.  This  would  be  the  best  and  strongest 
recommendation  which  could  be  presented  to  him;  and, 
no  doubt,  he  would  always  obey  the  wishes  of  the  com- 
panies, unless  in  cases  where  powerful  and  satisfactory 
reasons  existed  to  render  it  improper. 

Until  these  volunteers  should  actually  enter  the  service, 
they  would  continue  to  be  militiamen  of  the  States, 
and  liable  to  perform  militia  duty  in  the  States.  Their 
character  would  not  be  changed.  They  would  not  con- 
stitute a  dormant  standing  army  in  the  States,  with 
officers  appointed  by  the  President,  as  had  been  urged; 
but  would  be  mere  associations,  bound  together  by  no 
law  but  that  of  honor.  Such  men  would  always  be 
ready  to  obey  the  call  of  their  country  in  case  of  neces- 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Calhoujx]  had 
argued  that  it  would  be  a  violation  of  the  constitution  for 
the  President  to  appoint  these  officers  without  the  pre- 
vious advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  Whatever 
doubt  might  have  rested  upon  this  point  at  the  organi- 
zation of  our  Government,  this  power  had  been  exercis- 
ed, over  and  over  again,  ever  since  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution,  under  all  administrations.  The  precedents 
were  numerous.  One  act  had  been  read,  which  passed 
during  the  late  war,  conferring  upon  the  President,  in 
express  terms,  the  power  of  appointing  all  the  officers 
of  the  military  force  to  be  raised  under  its  provisions, 
but  requiring  him  to  submit  these  appointments  to  the 
Senate  for  their  approbation  at  the  next  session.  The 
very  same  thing  was  proposed  to  be  done  by  this  act,  in 
regard  to  all  officers  above  the  rank  of  captain. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  was  afraid  to  trust  his  memory  in  at- 
tempting to  state  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  of 
conference.  Su  much  had  been  said,  that  he  could  not, 
if  he  would,  undertake  to  report  it  all.  We  did  not 
confine  ourselves  to  the  point  of  disagreement  between 
the  two  Houses;  but  almost  every  question  relating  to 
the  military  defence  of  the  country  had  been  ably  and 
eloquently  discussed.  He  had  derived  much  infbrma- 
tion  on  this  subject  from  the  members  of  that  committee. 
There  was  one  fact  which  he  would  mention,  and  which 
demanded  the  serious  consideration  of  the  country  at  the 
present  crisis.  A  gallant  and  distinguished  officer,  who 
was  a  member  of  the  committee,  (General  Ripley,)  had 
stated,  that,  according  to  his  recollection,  the  history  of 
our  Indian  wars  did  not  present  a  single  case  in  which  a 
volunteer  force  had  been  beaten  by  the  Indians.  Our 
disasters  in  this  kind  of  warfare  had  always  been  sufl^ered 
by  the  regular  troops.  Our  recent  experience  was  certain- 
ly in  accordance  with  this  statement.  This  important 
fact,  however,  established  the  necessity  of  raising  volun- 
teer corps,  in  some  form  or  other,  composed  of  our 
brave  and  hardy  youth,  accustomed  to  the  modes  of 
Indian  warfare,  and  who  were  able  and  willing  to  fight 
the  Indians,  man  to  man,  according  to  their  own  custom. 
Such  men  would  best  protect  our  citizens  from  the 
ravages  of  the  Indians,  and  would  soon  put  an  end  to 
the  Creek  war.  He  had  said  more  than  he  intended, 
as  his  chief  object  in  rising  had  been  to  request  that  he 
might  not  he  appointed  a  member  of  the  new  committee 
of  couference. 
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Volunteers. 


[Mat  20,  1836. 


Mr.  CALHOUN  would  have  been  glad  if  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  had  stated  the  whole  of  his  objec- 
tions  to  this  bill.  He  did  object  to  the  President's  ap- 
pointment  of  the  officers  in  the  recess;  because  he  be- 
lieyed  there  was  no  necessity  for  giving  him  such  pow- 
er. The  volunteer  bill  of  1812,  referred  to  as  a  pre- 
cedent, was  p^sed  on  the  last  day  of  the  session,  and 
there  was  therefore  no  time  to  have  the  appointments 
submitted  to  the  revision  of  the  Senate.  But  here  there 
was  no  such  exigency  {  if  this  force  was  to  be  at  all  valu- 
able in  the  Creek  war,  they  would  certainly  sit  there 
long  enough  to  provide  for  its  constitutional  organization. 
The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  had  omitted  another  of 
his  objections.  This  bill  conferred  on  the  companies 
the  power  of  appointing  the  officers,  from  the  rank  of 
captain,  down;  and  there  was  not  the  slightest  authority 
for  this  in  the  constitution.  Remember  (said  Mr.  C.) 
that  this  bill  provides  for  an  army  of  the  United  States: 
it  can  only  be  defended  on  that  ground;  and  the  bill 
conferred  on  the  companies  the  power  of  appointing 
their  own  officers,  while  the  constitution  provided  that 
they  should  be  appointed  by  the  President,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  The  proposition 
was  to  treat  all  the  officers,  from  captain,  down,  as  inferi- 
or officers,  and  this,  too,  in  the  regular  army;  and  to 
have  them  appointed  by  the  President,  without  the  pre- 
vious consent  of  the  Senate.  They  well  knew  how  an 
ambitious  man  would  proceed,  when  he  wanted  to  se- 
duce the  army  to  aid  his  views.  He  would  not  go  first 
to  the  generaPofficerB;  it  would  be  the  subordinates  that 
he  would  first  practise  on;  Cromwell  like,  he  would 
take  the  corporals  to  his  bed.  The  proposition  was, 
in  creating.this  regular  army,  to  confer  on  tne  President 
the  power  of  appointing  the  officers  of  every  gr»de. 

A  member  of  the  committee  of  the  other  House,  who 
was  a  distinguished  officer  in  the  late  war,  told  them  that 
it  would  be  impossible  to  raise  the  force  contemplated 
by  the  bill,  as  it  now  stoo<l;  that  the  experience  of  the 
late  war  had  fully  shown  that  but  an  inconsiderable  force 
could  be  raised  in  this  way.  This  gentleman  was  most 
decidedly  in  favor  of  a  volunteer  force  in  the  constitu- 
tional way.  He  said  further,  that,  if  officered  by  the 
States,  a  trained  force  of  twenty  thousand  men  could  be 
got  in  a  very  short  time,  without  the  least  difficulty.  Mr. 
C.  believed  that  if  the  bill  passed  in  its  present  form, 
there  would  be  a  multitude  of  officers,  ulthout  men  to 
be  commanded;  and  that  if  it  passed  in  the  form  recom- 
mended by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  there  would 
be  neither  men  nor  officers:  and  this  Creek  war  would 
have  to  be  ended  without  this  volunteer  force.  He  hoped 
that  it  would  soon  pass  oiT;  indeed,  he  had  just  been 
informed  that  it  was  not  likely  to  prove  as  serious  as  had 
at  first  been  apprehended.  He  believed  that  a  volun- 
teer militia  force  would  be  as  efficient  as  the  force  pro- 
posed by  the  Senator  from  Alabama.  Why  should  not 
a  volunteer  militia  force,  the  officers  having  commis- 
sions in  their  pockets  signed  by  Governor  Clay  of  Ala- 
bama, Governor  Lynch  of  Mississippi,  or  Governor  Can- 
non of  Tennessee,  be  as  efficient  as  if  their  commissions 
were  signed  by  Andrew  Jackson^  With  respect  to  him- 
self, be  was  not  ambitious  of  serving  in  this  committee  ef 
conference,  neither  had  he  anv  objections  to  doing  so. 
He  held  himself  at  the  disposal  of  the  Senate,  and  was 
content  to  serve,  or  not  to  serve,  as  it  pleased. 

Mr.  PRESTON  desired  to  state  the  histoiy  of  the  bill, 
which  was  a  proposition  to  raise  ten  thousand  volunteers; 
and  the  4ih  section  provided  the  manner  in  which  they 
should  form  themselves  into  battalions,  regiments,  bri- 
gadep,  and  divisions,  out  of  which  had  arisen  the  diffi- 
culty in  relation  to  the  officering  of  them.* It  was  yielded 
that  they  were  not  the  militia,  and,  as  his  colleague  had 
correctly  stated,  they  turned  out  to  be  somewhere  be- 
tween the  militia  and  regulars.    Informing  a  battalion  or 


regiment,  if  one  company  belonged  to  one  State,  and 
the  other  companies  necessary  to  form  it  belonged  lo 
another  State,  how  were  the  commanding  officers  of 
such  battalion  or  regiment  to  be  chosen?  If  chosen  bv 
the  States,  which  State  should  have  the  appointment  of 
them  ?  Here  was  a  difficulty  that  presented  itself  in  re- 
gard to  appointments  by  States;  to  obviate  which,  ii 
was  necessary  that  something  should  be  done;  and  in 
the  discussion  in  the  Senate,  they  decided  that  the  vol- 
unteers should  not  be  officered  by  the  States,  and  the 
bill  was  accordingly  recommitted  to  the  committee  vith 
instructions;  and,  in  obedience  to  the  instructions  given 
by  the  Senate,  the  committee  reported  the  bill.  The 
constitutional  question  which  had  been  raised  in  regard 
to  the  power  of  appointment  by  the  President,  vanished 
the  moment  it  was  decided  that  the  volunteers  were  not 
militia.  He  cited  the  act  of  July,  1813,  as  a  precedent 
for  this  bill.  But  his  colleague  had  drawn  a  distinction 
between  that  act,  and  this  bill,  and  spoke  of  a  force  ly- 
ing inert  and  scattered  over  the  country,  and  nut  uuder 
the  control  of  the  States,  but  subject  to  the  call  of  the 
President.  With  all  proper  deference  to  the  opinion  of 
his  colleague,  he  thought  he  had  not  construed  this  act 
correctly.  By  the  act  of  6th  February,  1812,  the  Pres- 
ident was  authorized  to  receive  50,000  volunteers  in 
companies,  battalions,  regiments,  and  divisions,  vlio 
were  liable  to  be  called  into  service,  by  the  terms  of  that 
act,  within  two  years  from  the  time  the  President  ac- 
cepted their  services.  And  where,  he  asked,  were 
these  battalions  and  divisions  during  this  time?  Thrj 
were  lying  inert,  and  scattered  over  the  country,  organ- 
ized and  officered  for  the  service  of  the  country,  when- 
ever the  President  called  them  into  service;  and  in  the 
mean  time  were  not  subject  to  militia  duty.  And  so  it 
was  in  the  other  case:  they  would  be  inert  for  twoyear^, 
from  a  corporal,  up.  The  enrolment  was  not  tu  take 
place  after  they  were  brought  into  actual  service,  but 
when  organized,  to  tender  their  services. 

Although  the  President  might  issue  commissions,  he 
did  not  do  it  until  they  were  enrolled  for  actual  service, 
and  subject  to  the  articles  of  war.  He  was  authorized 
to  form  them  into  battalions,  regiments,  brigades,  and 
divisions.  Mr.  P.  cited  the  Isnguage  of  the  act,  \o 
show  that  they  belonged  to,  and  were  entitled  to  the 
privileges  of,  the  ma!>8  of  the  people,  until  called  iitio 
actual  service.  A  portion  of  that  organization  must  ne- 
cessarily, he  ftaid,  be  by  the  appointment  of  officer*. 
Taking  it  for  granted  that  this  species  of  force  was  dt- 
sirable,  the  committtee  were  notwiiling,  on  the  grounJs 
of  expediency,  to  endow  it  with  all  the  constitutiona! 
powers  of  the  militia.  From  1807  to  1814,  this  species 
of  force  was  frequently  appealed  to  in  our  difficuUits 
with  Great  Britain.  The  act  of  the  3d  July,  1812,  pars- 
ed about  a  week  before  the  other  act  referred  to;  the 
old  republican  party  who  voted  for  the  war  voting  f^r 
it,  and  the  federal  party,  who,  voting  against  all  the  war 
measures,  of  course  voted  against  it.  In  the  ordinary 
course  of  militia  organization,  the  companies,  battalions 
regiments,  brigades,  and  divisions,  were  all  officered 
complete  under  the  laws  of  the  States;  and  in  his  Sute 
(South  Carolina)  they  had  recently  taken  some  pains  m 
their  organization.  But  who  was  to  command  this  force' 
Could  the  Governor  call  out  one  of  these  brigadiers  to 
take  command  of  a  force  raised  partly  out  uf  his  bri- 
gade, and  partly  out  of  other  brigades?  He  could  not 
do  it  i  and,  without  calling  on  the  State  Legislatures,  the<r 
system  Could  not  be  altered.  Fur  one,  he  would  m^ikc 
no  invidious  distinction  between  a  commission  signed  by 
George  McDuffie  and  one  signed  by  Andrew  Jacksoiu 
But  if  80  or  100  men  went  beyond  the  boundary  of  the 
States,  he  would  prefer  tlieir  officers  being  appointed 
by  the  President. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  could  not  now  but  hope,  after 
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Fbhnieera, 


[Skitate. 


havini^  heard  the  obserratioos  of  tbe  Senator  from  South 
Carolina*  [Mr.  Caihovx,]  that  a  committee  of  conference 
might  yet  agree  upon  tome  compromise  which  would  be 
acceptable  to  both  Houses.  He  now  believed,  from  what 
he  had  juat  heard  from  several  members  of  the  other 
House,  that  another  committee  ought  to  be  appointed. 
Tlie  Senator  from  South  Carolina  had  not,  he  believed, 
denied  any  of  the  positions  which  he  had  stated.  They 
did  not  materially  differ  as  to  their  constitutional  views 
on  this  subject.  His  (Mr.  B^s)  positions  were  these: 
tliat  any  number  of  individuals  within  the  States  might 
associate  together,  either  in  companies,  battalions,  or 
divisionss  for  the  purpose  of  entering  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  for  six  or  for  twelve  months,  upon  any 
contingency  which  might  render  their  services  necessary; 
that  these  associations  would  be  voluntary,  and  not  com- 
pulsory; and  would  be  held  together  by  no  tie  but  that 
sense  of  honor  which  binds  a  man  to  enter  the  service 
or  his  country,  af^er  he  has  declared,  in  the  presence  ol 
the  world,  that  such  was  his  determination;  and  that 
these  volunteers,  aAer  having  arrived  at  the  place  of 
rendezvous,  and  after  having  been  mustered  into  service, 
but  not  before,  became  a  part  of  the  regular  army  of  the 
UnitedStatesi  and  the  President  could  then,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  appoint  their  ofli- 
cers.  At  one  period  of  the  conference,  he  had  believed 
that  the  committee  would  arrive  at  these  conclusions. 

One  orthe  objections  of  the  Senator  from  South  Caro* 
lina  was,  that  the  appointment  of  the  captains  of  compa- 
nies and  other  Inferior  officers  ought,*  like  that  of  the 
superior  officers,  to  be  submitted  to  the  Senate.  Mr. 
B.  had  been  perfectly  willing,  and  was  still  willing,  to 
adopt  this  modification.  He  could  not,  however,  agree, 
nor  did  he  understand  the  gentleman  now  to  insist  upon 
it,  that  these  offices  could  not  be  filled  without  the  pre- 
vious advice  of  tbe  Senate.  Such  a  provision  would  ren- 
der the  law  perfectly  nugatory.  We  might  not,  and 
probably  would  not,  be  in  session  when  these  appoint- 
ments must  be  made.  The  same  necessity  which  the 
gentleman  alleges  to  have  existed  during  the  late  war, 
for  authorizing  the  President  to  make  appointments  du- 
ring the  recess  of  the  Senate,  will  exist  in  regard  to  the 
appointments  to  be  made  under  this  act.  Besides,  what- 
ever roif^it  be  our  opinion  in  regard  to  the  power  of  the 
President,  if  the  question  were  now,  for  the  first  time, 
submitted  to  us,  Congress  luive  so  often  authorized  him 
to  make  appointments  during  the  recess,  to  be  submit- 
ted to  the  Senate  at  its  next  session,  that  this  constitu- 
tional question  must  be  considered  as  settled. 

As  to  the  act  of  1812,  which  had  just  been  cited  by 
(he  other  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  PassTozr,] 
he  thoug^ht  it  went  too  far.     He  would  not  say  that  it 
was  unconstitutional,  because  be  had  not  examined  the 
subject  sufficiently  to  express  a  positive  opinion.     This 
he  would  say,  however,  that  it  did  authorize  the  exist 
enceof  a  dormant  military  force  within  the  several  States, 
commanded  by  officers  appointed  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  liable  to  be  called  into  service  at 
any  moment  he  mlg^t  think  proper.     The  individuals 
composing  this  force  were  exempted  from  militia  duty 
within  the  States.   Upon  the  principles  contained  in  this 
act,  tbe  militia  of  the  several  States  might  be  subverted, 
and  a  national  nulitia,  under  the  command  of  national 
officers,  might  be  substituted  in  its  stead.     This  would 
certainly  be  at  war  with  the  spirit  of  the  constitution, 
which  reserves  to  the  States  respectively  the  appoint- 
ment of  tbe  officers  of  the  militia,  and  tbe  authority  of 
training  them  according  ta  the  discipline  prescribed  by 
Congress.     The  militia   emphatically  belongs  to   the 
States,  and  not  to  the  general  Government;  and  it  might 
be  very  dangermis  for  the  States  to  surrender  their  con- 
trol over  this  force  into  the  l^ands  of  Congress. 
Under  tbe  act  cited  by  the  gentleman,  a  portion  of  the 


militia  was  taken  from  the  control  of  the  States,  and  re- 
lieved from  the  performance  of  militia  duty,  whilst  they 
remained  in  tbe  heart  of  the  country,  mixed  up  with  the 
other  citizens.  This  did  seem  to  him  to  interfere  with 
the  power  of  the  States  over  their  militia,  contrary  to  the 
provisions  of  the  constitution.  But  these  objections  did 
not  apply  to  the  bill  before  them,  nor  to  the  amendment 
he  had  suggested.  They  had  drawn  a  broad  line  of 
separation  between  the  force  to  be  raised  and  the  mili- 
tia of  the  States.  What  they  proposed  was,  that  these 
volunteers  should  associate  themselves  together  for  the 
purpose  of  offering  their  services  to  their  country,  and 
that,  when  they  arrived  at  their  places  of  rendezvous, 
they  should  enrol  themselves,  and  be  mustered  into  ser- 
vice as  a  part  of  the  regular  army;  but,  until  then,  that 
they  should  remain  as  they  were,  citizens  of  the  several 
States,  liable  to  the  performance  of  the  militia  duty  of  the 
States.  With  these  views,  he  was  confident  that  a  new 
committee  of  conference  might  come  to  such  an  agree- 
ment as  would  be  acceptable  to  both  Houses,  and  he 
therefore  hoped  that  one  would  be  appointed.  He  was 
almost  ashamed  to  say  that  he  had  never  acquainted 
himself  sufficiently  with  the  rules  which  governed  the 
proceedings  of  a  committee  of  conference.  His  com- 
mon sense,  however,  had  taught  him  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  such  a  committee  to  confine  itself  to  the  point 
of  disagreement  between  the  two  Houses;  but  he  had 
been  informed  by  gentlemen  of  great  experience  that 
the  whole  subject  of  the  bill  was  open  to  tliem.  Acting 
upon  this  principle,  they  had  got  into  a  general  discus- 
sion as  to  the  relative  value  of  volunteer  and  regular,  as 
well  as  cdmmon  militia  forces.  He  believed  now  that 
a  committee  of  conference  might  do  some  good,  and  that, 
by  steering  clear  of  the  constitutional  scruples  of  gen- 
tlemen, they  might  agree  on  some  amendn^nts  that 
would  render  the  bill  acceptable  to  both  Houses,  and 
thus  enable  them  speedily  to  adopt  a  measure  so  urgent- 
ly demanded  for  the  protection  of  the  suffering  inhabit- 
ants of  the  frontiers. 

Mr.  B.  said,  as  he  should  not  be  a  member  of  the 
new  committee  of  conference,  he  would  read  the 
amendment  which  had  been  so  much  discussed  in  the 
old  committee. 

«  Be  ii  enacted,  That  the  said  volunteers  shall  form 
themselves  into  companies,  and  designate  their  company 
officers,  who,  if  he  approve  of  such  designations,  shall 
be  commissioned  by  the  President,  after  they  shall  have 
been  mustered  into  service;  and  that  the  President  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  organize  the  volunteers  so  must- 
ered into  service,  as  aforesaid,  into  battalions,  squadrons, 
regiments,  brigades,  and  divisions,  as  soon  as  the  number 
of  volunteers  shall  render  such  organization,  in  his  judg- 
ment, expedient;  and  shall  then  appoint  the  necessary 
officers;  which  appointment  shall  be  submitted  to  the 
Senate  at  its  next  session." 

Mr.  LEIGH  said  the  bill»  as  it  came  from  the  other 
House,  provided  that  the  President  be  authorized  to  ac- 
cept the  service  of  ten  thousand  volunteers;  and  the  com- 
mittee finding  no  provision  for  appointing  field  and  staff 
officers,  provided  that  the  President  should  appoint 
them.  In  most  of  the  Slates  there  were  corps  of  men 
called  volunteers;  and  what  struck  him  was,  that  it  was 
these  volunteer  companies  that  were  excepted,  and  that 
the  first  provision  required  that  the  companies  should  be 
officered  by  the  States.  But  the  greatest  difficulty  that 
stnick  him  wa«,  that  when  companies  were  some  from  one 
State,  and  some  from  another,  in  forming  the  battalions, 
who  was  to  appoint  the  officers  of  such  battalions?  And 
so  in  the  case  of  regiments,  brigades,  and  divisions.  He 
contended  that  the  only  mark  of  distinction  between  vol- 
unteers and  regulars  was,  that  one  received  the  bounty, 
and  the  other  did  not.  As  to  the  character  of  tbe  force, 
the  length  of  the  term  of  service  was  of  no  consequence. 
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ft  was  a  voluntary  enlistment  in  both  cases — the  one  with, 
and  the  other  without,  the  bounty;  and  they  ought  to 
be  commissioned  in  the  same  way  as  the  commissions 
were  issued  for  the  regular  army.  But  the  greatest  dif- 
ficnlty,  in  his  mind,  was  in  taking  a  body  of  men  out  of 
the  militia,  and  keeping  them  subject  to  the  control 
of  the  President. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  the  first  proposition  to  be  con- 
sidered was,  that  the  militia  belonged  to  the  States,  who 
had  the  exclusive  right  to  organize  and  train  them;  there 
w^as  no  other  militia  known  to  the  constitution.  The 
militia,  therefore,  was  the  militia  of  the  States,  there  be- 
ing no  such  thing  as  a  national  militia  known  to  the  con- 
stitution. If  they  were  to  say  that  there  should  be  men 
enrolled  and  officered  by  .the  Government,  liable  to  be 
called  into  service  at  its  pleasure,  that  would  be  a  na- 
tional militia,  which  he  supposed  no  gentleman  contem- 
plated. By  the  constitution,  they  might  raise  an  army, 
and,  on  a  sudden  emergency,  call  on  the  States  to  furnish 
military  aid  by  their  militia.  In  the  first  ten  years  of 
the  Government,  a  law  was  passed  under  their  difficulties 
with  France,  authorizing  the  President,  should  circum- 
stances render  it  necessary,  to  raise  a  provisional  force; 
and  the  act  went  on  to  provide  that,  when  raised  and  or- 
gaiiized,  this  force  should  be  subject  to  the  roles  and  ar- 
ticles of  war.  There  might  then  be  a  provisional  army, 
as  well  as  a  regular  army.  He  had  no  idea  that  any  man 
could  be  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  but 
in  one  or  the  other  of  the  two  characters — a  member  of 
the  regular  army,  or  a  militiaman,  called  into  service  In 
the  constitutional  way.  He  would  be  the  last  man  to 
agree  that  there  should  be  an  organized,  unemployed 
force  scattered  through  the  country,  liable  to  be  called 
into  service  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Executive;  but  for  a 
short  service  it  seemed  to  him  that  they  might  accom- 
plish the  object  by  providing  that  the  men  should  have 
the  privilege  of  electing  their  own  officers,  such  elec- 
tions to  be  approved  of  and  confirmed  by  the  President. 
It  was  with  these  views,  and  to  render  it  more  in  con- 
formity to  the  general  ideas  of  a  volunteer  force,  that  he 
had  made  this  suggestion  when  the  bill  was  before  them 
a  few  days  ago.  He  had  simply  made  the  proposition, 
leaving  it  to  wiser  heads  than  his  own  to  determine  the 
manner  in  which  it  should  be  carried  into  eflfect. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  stated  his  impressions  in  reference  to 
that  amendment;  and,  as  he  understood  it,  the  members 
of  the  committee  who  voted  for  the  amendment,  voted 
for  it  as  preferable  to  the  bill  of  the.  Senate.  The  ques- 
tion was  put  distinctly,  whether  they  would  prefer  their 
own  bill  of  the  Senate,  or  the  bill  as  amended  by  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania?  and  they  decided  in  favor  of 
their  own  bill.  The  cases  cited  as  precedents  for  this 
bill  were  not  analogous;  and  by  the  act  of  July,  1812, 
the  distinction  was  still  broader,  which  was  *'  upon  the 
express  condition  of  enrolling;*'  which,  by  changing  the 
phraseology  of  a  single  word,  it  would  read,  •<  on  the 
express  condition  of  enlisting."  The  question  was  dis- 
cussed in  committee  as  to  what  was  the  condition  of  these 
men  before  being  called  into  service,  after  their  service 
was  tendered.  They  were  citizens;  and,  he  would  ask, 
could  they  be  tried  by  a  court-martial?  The  question 
was,  simply,  whether  the  President  could  enrol  a  num- 
ber of  men  as  an  army,  and  leave  them  in  the  midst 
of  the  citizens?  He  could  not  bring  his  mind  to  the 
conclusion  to  consent  that  the  officers  should  be  ap- 
pointed without  the  consent  of  the  Senate.  The  act 
of  the  3d  of  July  was  passed  under  peculiar  emergen- 
cies at  the  very  close  of  th^  session,  and  he  could  not 
consent  to  recognise  it  as  a  general  precedent. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs.  PRESTON, 
CALHOUN,  SOUTHARD,  and  WEBSTER, 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  Senate  determined 
Xo  insist  on  its  amendment,  and  to  ask  for  another  con- 


ference; and,  on  balloting  for  a  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  Messrs.  CALHOUN,  KING  of  Alabsma, 
and  NICHOLAS,  were  chosen. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  executive  busineu;  after  which,  it 
adjourned. 


Satubdat,  Mat  21. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 

Mr.  KENT  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  to  rechartertbe 
banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  should  o)ipo8e  the  taking  up 
any  measure  whatever,  except  a  defence  or  appropria* 
tion  bill,  till  the  fortification  bill  was  disposed  of;  and  he 
therefore  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  of 
the  Senator  from  Maryland. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  accordingly  onlered, 
the  question  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative— 
yeas  16,  nays  16;  the  Chair  giving  the  casting  vote. 

FORTIFICATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LINN,  the  bill  making  approprn- 
tions  for  the  purchase  of  sites,  the  collection  of  mate* 
rials,  and  for  the  commencement  of  certain  fortificatioM, 
was  taken  up;  the  question  being  on  Mr.  Bkxtov's amend- 
ment, as  modified  by  Mr.  Passtow,  to  strikeout  $101,000 
for  fortifications  at  Penobscot,  and  insert  **for  fortifia- 
tions  at  Penobscot  bay,  $75,000  per  Mimim  for  tvo 
years." 

Mr.  BENTON  said  the  immediate  question  before  the 
Senate  related  to  the  prospective  appropHations;  the 
appropriations  for  two  or  more  years  at  once,  for  carry- 
ing on  the  fortifications.  He  had  moved  amendments 
to  this  eflTect,  in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  the  Mil* 
iiary  Committee;  and  the  committee  had  acted  under 
the  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  (Ur. 
Cass.)  Personally,  he  (Mr.  B.)  woukl  wiah  to  makesU 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  acceptable  to  those  who  were 
favorable  to  its  general  object,  and  should  be  sorry  thtt 
any  such  should  be  alienated  from  the  bill  by  the  pro- 
posed amendment.  He  would  go  far  to  keep  it  in  a 
form  that  should  be  acceptable  to  them;  but  there  was 
one  class  of  objectors  to  this  form  of  appropriation,  to 
whose  conscientious  and  constitutional  scruples  be  could 
not  defer,  and  whom  he  held  to  be  estopped— if  he 
might  use  a  law  term — by  their  own  act,  and  forever 
barred  from  setting  up  this  objection;  he  alluded  to  the 
distributors  of  the  revenue — ^to  the  gentlemen  who,  &t 
former  sessions,  and  at  the  present  one,  had  voted  for 
five  years  appropriations  at  once,  of  what  was  called  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands.  To  the  scruples  of  Iheie 
gentlemen  he  could  not  defer,  and  with  their  objections 
be  could  have  no  compromise;  for  he  could  not  com- 
prehend the  train  of  reasoning  by  which  gentlemen 
could  bring  themselves  to  balk  at  small  and  limited  Ap- 
propriations for  two  years,  for  objects  named  in  the  con- 
stitution, after  having  voted  indefinite  millions  for  fire 
years  for  a  purpose  not  named,  not  thought  of,  not 
dreamed  of,  in  the  c<mstitution,  nor  heard  of  until  forty 
years  after  that  instrument  was  formed. 

There  was  nothing  in  the  constitution  against  this 
prospective  appropriation  for  building  the  forts;  on  the 
contrary,  there  was  a  clear  implication  in  its  fsyor. 
There  was  a  limitation  against  extended  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  armies;  but  that  was  founded  upon  a 
reason  peculiar  to  armies— a  reason  which  could  have 
no  application  to  the  construction  of  forts;  and,  if  it  did, 
would  not  militate  against  the  proposed  appropriations, 
but  would  sanction  them;  for  two  years  was  the  limit 
upon  the  army  appropriations,  and  two  years  is  the  ex* 
tent  of  the  proposed  appropriations  for  the  fortifications. 
So  far  as  the  constitution  was  concerned,  the  arguoeoti 
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then,  is  in  favor  of  the  measure;  and,  so  far  as  reason 
«nd  propriety  are  concerned,  and  the  practice  of  the 
Government  has  gone,  the  argument  is. entirely  in  its 
favor.  When  the  appropriation  is  made  for  two  years 
together,  the  work  continues  without  interruption  du- 
ring the  winter;  and  the  winter  is  the  time  to  advance 
wttli  this  kind  of  work,  and  that  both  in  the  North  and 
in  the  South.  In  the  South,  it  is  the  season  of  doing 
the  work;  in  the  North,  it  is  the  season  for  collecting 
materials  and  making  contracts.  The  practice  of  Con- 
gress sanctions  this  mode  of  appropriations.  The  annu- 
al appropriation  of  |200,000  for  arming  the  militia  is 
one  instance,  and  has  stood  for  thirty  or  forty  years. 
The  appropriation  of  a  million  a  year,  for  eight  years, 
in  1816,  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  navy,  is  another 
instance;  and  these  appropriations,  though  made  for  a 
term  of  years,  are  always  under  the  control  of  Congress, 
and  may  be  reduced  or  discontinued  when  it  pleases, 
or  this,  the  naval  appropriation  was  a  signal  instance; 
for  the  million  per  annum  voted  in  1816,  when  the 
Treasury  was  full,  was  reduced  to  half  a  million  in  1821, 
when  it  was  empty. 

hidependent  of  these  general  and  permanent  reasons 
ia  favor  of  double  appropriations  for  forts,  Mr.  B.  said 
there  were  special  and  peculiar  reasons  for  them  at  this 
time.  We  were  now  going  on  two  years  without  mo- 
ney for  this  object.  The  present  ytar  might  be  con- 
sidered as  lost.  The  length  of  time  which  the  bill  had 
been  delayed,  and  the  time  that  it  might  yet  be  delayed, 
extinguished  the  hope  of  doing  much  work  this  year. 
It  was  rather  for  the  next  year  than  the  present  that  he 
VBS  attempting  to  provide;  or,  to  speak  more  accurate- 
ly, it  was  for  the  winter  of  1836-'37,  and  for  the  spring 
of  1837,  that  he  was  attempting  to  get  an  appropriation. 
H  was  to  prevent  the  stoppage  of  the  works  at  the  end 
of  this  year,  and  a  new  delay  of  three  or  four  months 
next  spring,  that  he  was  now  struggling;  for  every  per- 
son knew  that  the  appropriations  for  the  year  1837  will 
not  be  nsade  until  the  third  day  of  March;  after  which, 
time  would  be  necessary  to  advertise  for  work  and  ma- 
terials, to  collect  bands,  and  to  allow  a  reasonable  pe- 
riod for  competition  among  bidders,  which  economy  re- 
quired. 

Mr.  B.  could  not  take  leave  of  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject without  recurring  to  the  opinions  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  notwithstanding  the  singular  fate  which  seemed 
*^  **tend  that  gentleman's  reports  and  recommendations. 
Ail  Senators  praised  them.  Both  sides  of  the  chamber 
united  in  applauding  them.  There  seemed  to  be  an 
emulation  of  applause  in  favor  of  all  that  he  said;  but 
the  moment  we  come  to  action,  the  scene  shifts.  The 
moment  we  want  a  vote,  there  is  a  division;  one  side  is 
off.  The  opposition  gentlemen  are  against  the  vote; 
toey  array  their  deeds  against  their  words;  and,  having 
pven  their  applause,  they  withhold  their  help.  This 
M  been  witnessed  on  many  occasions  besides  the  pres. 
ent  one;  still  he  would  make  the  experiment  again,  and 
tfy  the  Secretary's  recommendation  on  the  particular 
point  now  under  consideration.  Mr.  B.  then  read  from 
the  Secretary's  report  of  April  8th; 

"  I  think  that,  when  the  plan  of  a  work  has  been  ap- 
proved by  Congress,  and  its  construction  authorized,  the 
whole  appropriation  should  be  made  at  once,  to  be 
drawn  from  the  Treasury  in  annual  instalments,  to  be 
hxed  by  the  law.  This  noode  of  appropriation  would 
jcnjedy  much  of  the  inconvenience  which  has  been  felt 
for  yeara  in  this  branch  of  the  public  service.  The  un- 
certainty respecting  the  appropriations  annually  deran- 
ges the  business;  and  the  delay  which  biennially  takes 
puce  in  the  passage  of  the  necessary  law,  reduces  the 
wternate  season  of  operations  to  a  comparatively  short 
period.  An  exact  inquiry  into  the  effect  which  the  pres- 
ent system  of  making  the  appropriations  has  had  upon 


the  expense  of  the  works,  would  probably  exhibit  an 
amount  far  greater  than  is  generally  anticipated." 

Mr.  B.  then  turned  to  another  part  of  his  subject,  and 
claimed  the  benefit  of  an  ancient  maxim  which  inculcates 
the  wholesome  advice,  to  wonder  at  nothing!  He  was 
greatly  addicted  to  that  maxim,  and  acted  upon  it  both 
from  habit  and  from  reason.  It  was  good  for  him  that 
he  did  so;  otherwise,  he  should  be  seized  with  a  parox- 
ysm of  wonder  at  the  present  moment.  For  what  more 
wonderful  than  the  contradictory  exhibitions  upon  forti- 
fications which  this  chamber  and  this  session  display? 
Two  months  ago,  it  was  a  question  of  sharp  debate  to 
know  who  had  occasioned  the  loss  of  the  fortification 
bill  at  the  last  session;  and  both  sides  of  the  chamber, 
repulsing  the  blame  from  themselves,  and  throwing  it 
on  their  adversaries,  contended  for  the  palm  of  pre-emi- 
nence to  devotion  to  fortifications.  Then  came  certain 
resolutions  of  his  own,  importing  that  the  surplus  reve- 
nue ought  to  be  set  apart  as  a  conservative  fund,  sacred 
to  the  defence  of  the  country,  until  all  defences,  military 
and  naval,  were  on  the  scale  of  strength  and  respecta- 
bility which  the  honor  and  independence  of  a  g^eat  peo- 
ple required.  On  the  discussion  of  these  resolutions, 
he  found  himself  left  behind  by  opposition  gentlemen. 
They  darted  ahead  of  him!  They  went  beyond  the  sur- 
plus! They  plunged  into  the  integral  revenue!  Nothing 
would  content  their  incontinent  zeal,  but  a  resolve  to 
pledge  all  the  revenue,  and  taxes  besides,  if  necessary, 
to  this  great  object;  and  so  the  vote  passed,  and  that 
unanimously.  This  was  in  March,  about  two  months  ago; 
and  now,  when  we  come  forward  with  a  list  of  a  few 
forts— twelve  snuU  ones  at  points  of  acknowledged  im- 
portance— and  want  a  small  part  of  that  mass  pT  money 
in  the  Treasury,  the  magnitude  of  which  is  so  aiBicting 
to  gentlemen,  behold  there  is  a  decided  opposition  to 
the  scheme!  A  systematic  opposition  is  displayed:  some 
objecting  to  forts  altogether;  others  to  those  in  this  bill; 
others  to  those  not  in  it;  others,  again,  agreeing  to  forts 
in  the  abstract,  but  refusing  to  take  them  in  any  form  in 
which  they  can  be  presented.  This  was  the  singular 
exhibition  which  would  excite  his  wonder,  if  he  permitted 
himself  to  wonder  at  any  thing.  But  he  did  not  so  per- 
mit himself,  and  less  on  this  occasion  than  any  other;  for 
he  saw  and  knew  perfectly  well  the  cause  and  source  of 
this  whole  contradiction.  It  was  the  division  of  the  mo- 
ney in  the  Treasury  which  was  at  the  bottom  of  all! 
That  division— that  fatal  scheme  of  dividing  money — 
which  was  now  delaying,  obstructing,  and  defeating  so 
many  measures  for  the  good  of  the  country;  and  this  one 
among  others!  It  was  a  conflict  between  distribution  and 
defence;  it  was  a  contest  between  antagonist  schemes — 
between  the  schemes  of  taking  the  public  money  for  the 
defence  of  the  country,  and  taking  it  for  spoil  and  dis- 
tribution among  political  partisans. 

Mr.  B.  wished  to  fix  the  attention  of  the  Senate  and 
of  the  country  upon  the  true  nature  of  this  contest;  for 
it  was  portentous  and  alarming  when  a  contest  of  such  a 
nature  could  be  got  up,  and  much  more  when  it  could 
be  maintained  in  the  Senate.  What  was  the  true  nature 
of  this  contest  for  the  application  of  the  public  money? 
and  what  was  the  relative  merit  of  the  two  schemes? 
Defence  is  an  object  known  to  the  constitution;  and  not 
only  known  to,  but  is  the  first  and  highest  object  of  the 
confederacy.  To  establish  the  common  defence — to  en- 
able all  to  give  that  defence  to  each  which  no  one 
could  give  to  itself— was  the  first  and  paramount  object 
of  the  confederacy.  The  means  of  accomplishing  that 
object,  are  set  forth  by  name  in  the  constitution — navies, 
armies,  forts,  arsenals,  docks,  and  all  the  accessories  of 
military  and  naval  power.  Congress  is  the  instrument 
designated  by  the  constitution  to  provide  these  means 
for  the  purpose  of  accomplishing  the  great  object;  and 
for  this  purpose  has  power  to  raise  money  by  loans  or 
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taxes.  Tlita  is  the  aspect  under  which  the  defence 
scheme  presents  itself  to  the  Senate.  Under  what  aspect 
does  the  distribution  scheme  come  forth?  Without  name 
or  warrant  in  the  constitution!  Nowhere  can  the  name 
of  the  land  bill  be  found  in  that  instrument;  nowhere 
can  a  word  be  found  which  by  any  construction — by  any 
interpretation— by  any  torture  of  the  sense — can  be 
made  to  countenance  the  idea  of  distribution,  or  any  rule 
by  which  to  make  it.  Authority  is  given  in  the  constitu- 
tion  to  raise  money  for  the  common  defence;  and  fortifi- 
cations are  one  of  the  means  of  defence  specified  in  the 
constitution;  yet  this  unconstitutional  scheme  of  distribu- 
tion now  contends  with  the  first  object  of  the  constitu- 
tion; it  contends  with  the  means  of  establishing  the  com- 
mon defence,  and,  so  far  as  the  Senate  is  concerned,  it 
contends  successfully  and  victoriously.  Defence  is  delay- 
ed,  diminished,  beaten  off,  trampled  down  in  the  Senate; 
wtiile  distribution,  triumplmnt  and  exulting,  has  long 
since  floated  through.  Yes,  sir,  distributions-distribu- 
tion— distribution,  is  the  absorbing  and  predominant 
feeling  in  the  Senate.  All  other  feelings  seem  to  be 
shut  out.  Florida  overrun  with  the  Indians;  Georgia 
and  Alabama  reeking  with  blood  and  resounding  with 
cries;  the  whole  West  and  Northwest  destitute  of  troops, 
and  open  to  Indian  incursion;  the  ranks  of  the  army 
empty;  fortifications  stopped  for  two  years;  the  ordinary 
appropriation  bills  delayed  beyond  all  example;  voluntary 
movements  of  the  people  everywhere  to  protect  them- 
selves from  danger;  yet  the  Senate,  the  American  Senate, 
deaf  and  blind  to  all,  can  see  nothing,  can  hear  nothing, 
can  talk  of  nothing,  can  dream  of  nothing,  but  the  divi- 
sion of  the  spoil.  The  surplus,  the  surplus,  the  surplus, 
is  the  engrossing  theme;  and  the  moment  a  dollar  is  pro- 
posed for  the  service  of  the  country,  they  cry  out  for 
their  dear  beloved  surplus!  and  call  it  a  war  upon  the 
surplus,  and  a  wicked  design  to  lessen  the  fund  for  di*' 
tribution ! 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  bad  taken  occasion  a  month  ago, 
when  the  defence  bills  were  postponed  to  make  room  for 
the  passage  of  the  distribution  bill,  to  announce  its  fu. 
ture  fate,  and  to  claim  for  that  scheme  the  distinction  of 
the  most  odious  notoriety  tliat  ever  befell  any  bill  which 
had  received  the  sanction  of  the  Senate.  That  judgment 
was  in  a  rapid  state  of  verification;  and  as  far  as  public 
sentiment  had  been  developed,  the  odious  bill,  with  all 
its' seductive,  alluring,  and  tempting  offers  of  money, 
was  nothing  but  a  stench  in  the  nostrils  of  the  people. 
In  vain  had  the  tar{^  dividends  been  figured  out  in  num- 
bers by  our  land  committee,  and  offered  to  the  States. 
All  that  had  voted  had  scornfully  rejected  the  wretched 
seduction.  In  vain  has  the  exaggerated  sum  of  $1,765,554 
been  proffered  to  the  State  of^Virginia;  in  vain  has  the 
tempting  bait  of  $513,472  beenextended  to  Connecticut; 
in  vain  has  $167,655  been  held  out  to  Rhode  Island. 
The  elections  are  over  in  all  these  States,  and  prove  that 
if  these  States  have  a  price,  that  price  is  not  yet  attained 
in  the  land  bill.  The  elections  prove  that  the  constitu- 
tion and  defence  of  the  country  are  superior  to  sordid 
money  temptations;  for  in  all  these  States  the  men  and 
the  party  opposed  to  an  unconstitutional,  debauching, 
and  demoralizing  scheme  of  dividing  money,  and  in 
favor  of  constitutional  objects  by  constitutioilkl  meann, 
are  successful  in  the  elections;  and  successful  by  increas- 
ed majorities,  and  under  the  very  guns  and  fire  of  the 
distribution  bill;  for  the  elections  took  place  while  the 
bill  was  impending  here,  while  the  report  of  the  Senate's 
committee  was  circulating  through  the  States,  and  while 
the  table  of  distribution  was  exhibited  to  every]  voter,  to 
show  him  how  much  his  State  was  to  get.  In  each  of 
the  States,  the  triumph  of  the  constitution  and  of  defence 
was  gratifying  and  complete,  and  particularly  in  Connec- 
ticut. In  that  State,  the  Senator  by  Executive  appoint- 
■ent,  [Mr.  NiLxs,]  who  distinguished  himself  by  opposi- 


tion to  the  bill,  is  confirmed  in  his  place  by  a  legislattre 
election  and  an  overwhelming  majority.  The  Governor 
of  that  State  (Mr.  Edwards)  also  receWed  a  triumphant 
majority,  and  in  his  message  to  the  Legislature  hu 
spoken  upon  this  subject  with  so  much  wi^oro  and  pa- 
triotism, that  he  (Mr.  B.)  could  not  deny  himself  the 
gratification  of  reading  the  passage  to  the  Semite. 

**  It  appears  that  there  is  an  unprecedented  accumu- 
lation of  funds  in  the  United  States  Treasury;  and  this 
circumstance  has  given  rise  to  various  speculations  and 
plans  for  its  distribution.  The  present,  in  this  respect, 
is  a  novel  state  of  things.  Never  before,  since  the  es- 
tablishment of  our  Government,  coukl  it  be  said  that 
we  were  out  of  debt,  and  had  at  command  more  money 
than  we  felt  immediate  occasion  for.  We  have  had  a 
debt  hanging  at  times  rather  heavily  upon  us^  and  we 
have  been  compelled  by  it  to  limit  all  our  views  and  all 
our  expenditures.  At  the  close  of  the  last  war  a  mifi- 
tary  peace  establishment  was  arranged;  and  such  s 
force,  and  such  only,  was  retained,  as  the  exigencies  of 
the  country  were  supposed  to  require.  Military  works 
were  projected  for  our  defence,  and  the  erection  of  them 
commenced.  The  state  of  the  Treasury  soon  became 
such,  that  a  reduction  of  the  peace  establishment  vu 
deemed  necessary,  and  the  expenditures  fur  the  fortifi- 
cations were  curtailed. 

'*  The  common  defence  was  the  principal  object  of 
our  confederacy,  and  for  this  the  United  States  are  bound 
to  provide;  and  this  is  a  work  which  should  be  entered 
upon,  and  completed,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 
The  sufferings  of  the  bst  war  are  not  yet  forgotten,  and 
should  not  be  obliterated  from  our  memories  until  am- 
ple provision  is  made  for  their  recurrence.  Our  sounds, 
our  bays,  our  rivers,  and  even  many  of  our  harbors, 
were  destitute  of  the  means  of  defenoe.  Nearly  the 
whole  of  our  seaboard  was  exposed  to  the  ravages  of  the 
enemy,  and  we  suffered  much  from  their  depredationi) 
and  still  more  from  the  constant  state  of  alarm  and  agita- 
tion in  which  we  were  kept.  When  the  United  States 
Government  has  fulfilled  its  office  and  duty  with  reapect 
to  national  defence  and  all  other  things  within  its  pro. 
vince,  it  is  time  enough  to  talk  of  some  otlier  disposition 
of  the  public  revenue;  but,  until  this  is  accomplislied, 
projects  on  this  subject  are,  to  say  the  least,  premature." 

These  (said  Mr.  B. )  are  wise  and  patriotic  sentiments; 
they  are  constitutional  doctrines;  they  deserve  applause 
and  imitation.  They  soar  above  all  sordid  and  merceni* 
ry  considerations.  They  repulse  the  gilded  bait.  They 
despise  the  seduction  of  money.  They  go  for  the  conn* 
try  and  the  constitution;  they  scorn  the  unconstitutional 
distribution  bill,  and  its  tempting  array  of  dollars  and 
cents.  Yes!  Virginia  refuses  the  $1,765,554;  Connec- 
ticut refuses  the  $513,472;  Rhode  Island  refuses  the 
$167,655;  and  when  other  States  come  to  vote,  let 
them  contemplate  and  imitate  the  elevated,  constitu- 
tional, patriotic,  and  wise  course  of  these  States. 

Having  shown  tliat  the  distribution  bill  was  at  the 
bottom  of  all  the  opposition  to  the  fortification  bill,  and 
all  the  other  bills  for  the  service  of  the  country,  Mr.  B. 
proceeded  to  take  a  brief  view  of  the  particular  bill 
before  the  Senate,  and  of  the  objections  to  it.  He  said 
that  every  work  proposed  in  the  biU  was  contained  in 
the  reports  of  the  board  of  engineers  for  1821  and  1826, 
and  was,  besides,  especially  recommended  by  the  pre- 
sent Secretary  of  War.  Mr.  B.  here  referred  to  those  re* 
ports  of  the  board  of  engineers  as  recommended  to  Con- 
gress by  the  Secretary  of  War  in  1821,  [Mr.  CALHorir,] 
and  showed  that  they  were  not  only  necessary  works, 
but  small  ones;  the  whole  twelve  proposed  in  the  bill 
not  amounting  to  $3,000,000,  while  two  only  of  those 
forts  heretofore  constructed  cost  nearly  $4,000,000.  He 
alluded  to  Fort  Monroe  and  Fort  Calhoun  in  the'  Ches- 
apeake bay.     The  former  of  these  was  estimated  to  cost 
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$1,259,793;  it  is  not  yet  finished,  and  has  cost 
$1,739,046,  and  it  is  estimated  to  cost  $210,000  more. 
The  latter  was  estimated  to  cost  1904,355;  it  bss  alrea- 
dy cost  $1,388,731,  and  it  is  estimated  will  yet  cost 
1531,168  to  finish  it.  Here  are  about  four  millions  of 
dolUrs  for  two  forts,  and  these  two  in  the  neighborhood 
ofescb  other;  while  the  sum  of  three  millions  for  twelve, 
scattered  from  Passamaquoddy  bay  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Mississippi,  has  been  resisted  for  so  many  months. 

Mr.  R.  reviewed  the  objections  which  were  made  to 
this  appropriation.  It  was  laid  the  money  could  not 
be  expended  if  it  was  voted,  and  he  was  sorry  to  have  to 
admit  that  this  was  an  objection  which  gentlemen  seem- 
ed to  have  it  in  their  own  power  to  make  good.  The 
year  was  certainly  half  gone,  and,  if  gentlemen  can  have 
their  way,  it  will  be  weeks  or  months  yet  before  a  dol- 
lar for  fortifications  can  be  voted,  if  at  all.  It  will  be 
autumn  before  the  work  can  begin;  but  in  the  South  the 
work  will  proceed  all  the  winter;  and  in  the  North  the 
winter  is  the  lime  for  collecting  materials.  If  the  bill 
was  delayed  till  the  year  was  half  gone,  it  was  the  fault 
of  the  opposition,  and  gentlemen  cannot  be  permitted  to 
take  advantage  of  their  own  wrong.  They  cannot  now 
be  allowed  to  plead  the  delay  to  defeat  the  bill,  which 
delay  they  have  themselves  occasioned. 

It  is  said  there  are  not  engineers  enough  to  supertn- 
knd  the  works;  but  the  answer  was  ready  to  that  ob- 
jection. A  bill  bad  long  since  passed  the  Senaie  to  in- 
crease the  corps  of  engineers;  that  bill  was  now  in  the 
Hotise  of  Representatives,  and  it  was  to  be  presumed  that 
the  House  would  do  what  the  service  of  the  country  re- 
quired, and  not  suffer  necessary  defences  to  be  lost 
ht  want  of  officers  to  superintend  them.  The  Secretary 
of  War  earnestly  recommends  itr  not  only  with  a  view  to 
the  new  works,  but  because  an  increase  of  the  corps  is 
neceimry  for  the  performance  of  their  airrent  duties. 
Here  is  his  recommendation. 

"  That  the  corps  of  engineers  should  be  increased. 
The  reasons  for  this  measure  have  been  heretofore  sub- 
mitted, and  the  proposition  has  been  recommended  by 
you  to  Congress.  I  will  merely  add,  upon  the  present 
occasion,  that  the  officers  of  this  corps  are  not  sufficient- 
ly numerous  for  the  performance  of  the  duties  commit- 
ted to  them;  and  that,  if  an  augmentation  does  not  take 
place,  the  public  interest  will  suffer  in  a  degree  far  be- 
yond the  value  of  any  pecuniary  consideration  connect- 
ed with  this  increase." 

It  is  objected  that  men  of  science  in  engineering  can- 
not be  created  by  a  bill.  That  is  granted.  They  can- 
not be  created  by  a  mere  act.  But,  in  constructing  for- 
tifications, a  few  skilful  engineers  are  sufficient— 4i  few 
to  locate  and  plan  the  works.  The  superintendence  of 
the  execution  requires  fidelity  and  attention,  with  such 
knowledge  as  is  readily  obtained.  With  respect  to  lo- 
cations for  forts,  they  have  been  nearly  all  selected;  all 
in  this  bill  were  selected  fifteen  years  ago;  are  detailed  in 
the  repprt  of  the  board  of  engineers  for  1821— the 
arae  which  the  then  SecreUry  of  War  [Mr.  Calhoun] 
recommended  to  Congress. 

It  is  objected  that  we  have  not  plans  and  estimates  for 
all  these  works;  but  I  answer,  that  there  arc  plans  and 
detailed  estimates  for  most  of  them,  and  conjectural 
estimates  for  the  remainder,  with  the  statement  of 
the  number  of  guns  they  would  require;  which  is  the 
only  essential  part  of  the  estimate,  for  the  number  of 
pns  governs  every  thing  else;  it  governs  the  size  of  ihe 
fort,  the  number  of  the  men  to  garrison  it,  and  conse- 
quently the  whole  expense. 

Mr.  B.  said  the  question  of  fortifying  a  port  was  part- 
ly a  political  question,  to  be  decided  by  Congress;  part- 
ly a  military,  one,  to  be  decided  by  professional  men. 
Congress  decides  whether  the  place  is  sufficiently  im- 
portant to  merit  national  defence;  military  men  decide 


whether  it  can  be  defended;  and,  if  so,  by  bow  many 
g^ms;  of  what  calibre,  and  how  to  be  placed.  £ach 
must  decide  within  tbeir  sphere;  and  when  the  number 
of  guns  is  given  which  will  defend  a  place,  the  cost  of  the 
fort  is,  for  all  practical  purposes,  ascertained.  Now, 
in  all  these  cases,  the  number  of  guns  and  tbeir  calibre 
is  given;  that  decides  the  size  of  the  fort,  for  each 
gun,  according  to  its  calibre,  must  have  so  many  feet  for 
its  platform  and  so  many  men  to  work  it-*from  five  to 
seven  in  time  of  seige;  \\\  time  of  peace,  enough  only  to 
keep  the  fort.  __ 

Mr.  B.  said  an  excessive  and  overwrought~«ntie[y 
had  been  displayed  here  for  plans 'and  estimates,  as  if 
they  were  the  most  infallible  and  unerring  glides  upon 
earth.  Nothing,  he  said,  could  be  more  mistaken.  The 
estimates  heretofore  furnished,  and  that  by  the  board  of 
engineers  under  the  administration  of  Mr.  Monroe,  when 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Calhoun]  was 
Secretary  of  War,  were  generally  and  exceedingly  erro- 
neous. Out  of  eleven  forts  constructed  upon  those  esti- 
mates, and  thirteen  more  in  a  course  of  construction,  not 
one  had  kept  within  the  estimate;  not  a  fort  had  been 
built  for  what  it  bad  been  estimated  to  cost ;  but  generally 
a  quarter  more,  or  in  some  instances  half  as  much  more; 
and  sometimes  double  as  much.  Nothing  had  kept 
within  the  estimate  but  two  little  works,  not  forts — a 
battery  at  Bienvenu,  and  a  tower  at  Bayou  Dupre,  Lou* 
isiana.  Mr.  B.  then  turned  to  Senate  Document,  Nr. 
203,  of  this  session,  pages  13  and  13,  to  verify  this  state- 
ment; and  read  the  list  of  fortF,  and  the  cost  of  their  con- 
struction, which  had  been  finished,  or  were  still  under 
construction.    The  following  is  the  list: 

SUUemtrU  oftheforU  on  the  aeaboard  of  the  Untied  States 

under  construction* 


i 

• 
c    . 

» 

c 

-    a% 

o  e 

<c 

Names  and  where  lo- 

^5 

c  2 

o  o 

O   fi 

cated. 

rigi 
tin 

l- 

O 

U  ' 

C 

^^B^^""^ 

Fort     Independence, 

Boston  harbor. 

$255,575 

$52,723 

$202,852 

Fort  Warren, George's 
island, Boston  harbor, 

800,000 

104,586 

695,414 

Fort    Adams,     New- 

port, Rhode  Island,  - 

730,166 

962,369 

350,000 

Fort  Schuyler,Throg's 

neck.  New  York,     - 

577,000 

66,822 

510,178 

Fort   Columbus    and 

other  works  on  Gov- 

ernor's island,  N.  Y., 

— 

157,769 

20,000 

Fort  Delaware,  Dela- 

ware river,  - 

— 

107,136 

Fort  Monroe,  Virginia, 

1,259,792 

1,739,046 

210,000 

Fort  Calhoun,Virginia, 

90i,355 

1,388,731 

531,188 

Fort     Caswell,     Oak 

island.  North  Caroli- 

na,   - 

119,000 

411,485 

60,000 

Fortifications,  harbor 

of  Charleston,  South 

Carolina, 

^ 

324,426 

500,000 

Fort   Pulaski,    Cock- 

spur  island,  Georgia, 

375,000 

286,184 

246,183 

Fort  Pickens,  Pensa- 

4 

cola,  Florida, 

65,300 

629,283 

50,000 

Fort  on  Foster's  Bank, 

Florida, 

163,343 
5,649,531 

75,189 

160,000 

Total  dollars. 

6,305,749 

3,535,815 
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StatemerU  of  foria  which  are  finithed  on  the  aeaboard  of 

the  UnUed  Stales. 


• 

t 

Name  and  where  located. 

i5| 

ofcon- 
ction. 

^1 

1 

Fort  HamiUon,  New  York  har- 

bor, 

1425,000 

$479,239 

--2 

Port   Lafayette,   New     York 

harbor,         ... 

m 

318,305 

3 

Fort    Washington,     Potomac 

river,  Maryland, 

- 

454,103 

4 

Fort  Macon,  North  Carolina,  - 

175,000 

349,384 

5 

Castle  Plnckney,  South  Caro- 
lina,             .            -            - 

.  6 

Fort  Morgan,  Alabama, 

693,292 

1,026,777 

7 

Fort  Pike,  the  Rigolets,  Louis- 

iana,            ... 

264,517 

314.597 

8 

Fort  Wood,  Louisiana, 

264,517 

378,642 

9 

Fort  Jackson,  Louisians, 

392,927 

638,766 

10 

Battery  Bienvenu,  Loui&iana,  • 

94,582 

96,447 

11 

Tower  at  Bayou  Duprc,  Lou- 

isians,          ... 

16,677 

16.677 

After  this  exhibition,  Mr.  B.  hoped  ihat  there  would 
be  less  pertinacity  about  these  plans  and  estimates.  He 
believed  the  conjectural  estimates,  made  by  the  engi- 
neer department,  and  founded  upon  the  number  of 
guns,  to  be  as  safe  a  g^ide  as  the  detailed  estimate,  found- 
ed upon  calculations  made  by  the  engineer  board;  fur,  in 
one  case,  there  was  a  judgment  upon  the  whole,  founded 
upon  the  size  of  the  work  and  the  cost  of  labor  and 
materials  at  the  place;  in  the  other,  there  was  an  arith- 
metical calculation,  founded  upon  assumed  data,  and  in 
which  the  smallest  error  in  the  basis  of  calculation  led  to 
great  errors  in  the  result.  Finally,  Mr.  B.  had  one 
further  view  to  present  of  the  utility  of  these  famous 
estimates,  which  he  hoped  would  give  the  ouietus  to 
these  incessant  demands  for  them;  it  was  thi#that  we 
made  no  use  of  the  plans  and  estimates  which  we  have! 
We  do  not  look  at  them!  We  do  not  call  for  them! 
We  do  not  mention  them!  We  do  not  allude  to  them! 
In  every  case  in  which  we  have  the  plans  and  estimates 
for  the  fort,  no  call  is  made  for  it!  In  the  f^w  instances 
rn  which  there  are  none,  an  incessant  cry  is  set  up  for 
them!  Now,  why  not  use  those  that  we  have.^  Simply 
because  it  would  be  of  no  use  to  do  so!  Because  no 
practical  benefit  could  flow  from  it.  What  is  a  phin? 
Nothing  but  a  diagram  on  paper — a  figure  of  sides  and 
angles — with  dots  and  matks  for  guhs  and  batteries. 
\try  pretty  to  look  at;  but  which  no  legislator  can  re- 
mark upon,  or  criticise,  or  in  any  way  presume  to  alter. 
None  but  professional  men,  and  they  upon  the  spot, 
could  presume  to  give  an  opinion  upon  the  plan  of  a 
fort;  and,  therefore,  it  was  useless  for  Congress  to  view 
the  plan.  The  number  of  guns  was  the  essential  thing 
f(»r  them  to  know;  for  that  governed  evfery  thinjr  else, 
and  enabled  them  to  say  whether  they  would  defend 
the  place  or  not. 

Mr.  B.  said  the  fortifications  seemed  to  have  a  hard 
fate,  and  to  be  incapable  of  being  brought  forward  at 
any  time,  or  in  any  form,  to  escape  opposition.  At  the 
last  session,  the  three  million  appropriation  was  lost 
because  it  was  not  specific,  and  because  it  was  not  offi- 
cially recommended  by  the  President;  now,  the  appro- 
priations for  the  same  object  are  opposed  again,  and  by 
the  same  gentlemen,  althou^^h  they  are  specific  and  are 
recommended  by  the  President.  The  President  has 
expressly  recommended  these  works,  and  that  in  writing. 
The  Secretary  of  War  has  also  recommended  them,  and 


that  in  repeated  instances.     Here  is  hia  latest  recom- 
mendation, in  his  report  of  April  8th: 

*<  There  are  two  bUls  for  fortifications  now  pending 
.before  Congress.  One»  before  the  House,  amounting  to 
$2,180,000,  and  intended  to  prosecute  works  already 
actually  commenced.  The  estimates  for  this  bill  rosy 
therefore  be  considered  necessary  iu  themselves,  under 
any  view  of  the  general  subject,  and  not  unreasonable 
in  amount  for  the  present  year,  because  they  include 
the  operations  of  two  years.  The  incidental  expenses, 
however,  may  be  safely  reduced  one-half,  as  it  will  not 
be  necessary  to  make  such  extensive  repairs  as  vere 
considered  requisite  when  the  estimates  were  prepared. 

**The  bill  pending  before  the  Senate  contains  appro- 
priations for  nineteen  new  works,  and  for  the  sun  of 
$600,000  to  be  expended  for  steam-batteries.  The 
estimates  on  which  this  bill  was  founded  were  prepared 
at  a  time  when  prudence  required  that  arrangemenia 
should  be  made  for  a  different  state  of  things  from  thkt 
which  now  exists.  An 'examination  of  the  general  sys- 
tem of  defence  was  not  then  expedient;  and  the  means 
of  protecting  the  most  exposed  points,  agreeably  to  in- 
formation previously  collected,  was  asked  of  Congress. 
It  was  no  time  then  to  stop,  and,  instead  of  prosecuting 
established  plans  vigorou8ly»  to  lose  the  period  of  action 
by  surveys,  and  examinations,  and  discussions.  Bui  the 
opportunity  is  now  afforded,  without  danger  to  the 
public  interest,  of  applying  the  principles  suggested  lo 
the  works  under  consideration. 

'Mt  cannot  be  doubted  but  that  fortifications  at  the 
following  pUces,  enumerated  in  this  bill,  will  be  neces- 
sar}': 

"  At  Penobscot  bay,  for  the  protection  of  Bangor,  S^c. 

••At  Kennebec  river. 

«« At  Portland. 

•*  At  Portsmouth. 

«*  At  Salem. 

"  At  New  Bedford. 

••  At  New  London. 

**  Upon  Staten  island. 

«<  At  Seller's  flats. 

•*  A  redoubt  on  Federal  point. 

•*  For  the  Barrancas 

••  For  Fort  St.  Philip. 

*•  These  proposed  works  all  command  the  approach 
to  pIsces  suniciently  important  to  justify  their  construe- 
tion  under  any  circumstances  that  will  probably  exi>t.  I 
think,  therefore,  that  the  public  interest  would  he  pro- 
moted by  the  passage  of  the  necessary  appropriations 
for  them.  As  soon  as  these  are  made,  such  of  the  po- 
sitions as  may  appear  to  require  it  can  be  exainine<r, 
and  the  form  and  extent  of  the  works  adapted  to  existing 
circumstances,  if  any  change  be  desirable.  The  con- 
struction of  those  not  needing  examination  can  com- 
mence immediately,  and  that  of  the  others,  as  soon  as 
the  plans  are  determined  upon.  By  this  proceeding! 
therefore,  a  season  fhay  be  saved  in  the  operations." 

Another  objection  to  forts  is,  that  they  are  to  lead  to 
a  standing  army  in  time  of  peace.  Nothing  can  be  more 
erroneous.  A  few  regulars  to  keep  them  in  order  m 
time  of  peace,  is  all  that  is  wanting;  in  war,  they  are  ex- 
pressly intended  to  be  garrisoned  by  militia  and  volun- 
teers. The  body  of  the  garrison  is  to  be  the  yeomanr) 
of  the  country,  with  a  few  artillerists  and  regulare.  The 
peculiar  recommendation  of  forts  in  our  country  is  the»f 
adaptation  to  defence  by  militia  and  volunteers;  and 
upon  that  ground  they  have  been  constantly  advocated 
and  defended.  It  is  a  panic  at  nothing,  to  take  fright  at 
a  standing  army,  thus  conjured  up  to  defeat  the  bill,  u 
is  to  dispense  with  regulars,  and  to  provide  positions  fof 
the  yeomanry  to  defend,  that  forts  are  wanted  in  our 
country. 

Mr,  B.  wished  to  impress  upon  the  Senate  that  lue 
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forts  proposed  in  this  bill  were  but  a  continuation  of  a 
tjrstena  commenced  forty  years  ago,  recommended  under 
every  administration,  and  partly  executed.  The  limita- 
tions proposed  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  approved 
by  the  President,  would  aflfect  the  size  of  some  of  the 
Urge  forts,  but  would  not  much  diminish  their  number. 
Forts  in  open  roadsteads  are  objected  to;  forts  of  large 
size  are  objected  to,  on  account  of  their  size.  In  this, 
the  President  and  Secretary  strike  the  main  objection 
which  was  taken  to  the  system  of  fortifications  fifteen 
years  ago  by  those  who  were  then  styled  radicals.  Fort 
Monroe  covers  sixty-four  acres  of  ground;  it  covers 
nearly  as  much  ground,  and  costs  nearly  as  much  money, 
*s  the  twelve  forts  put  together,  which  are  contained  in 
this  bill.  Fort  Calhoun,  built  near  it,  is  nearly  as  large; 
the  two  together  cost  nearly  four  millions  of  dollars. 
They  were  objected  to  fifteen  years  ago  by  those  who 
were  then  stigmatized  as  radicals;  they  are  objected  to 
now  by  the  President  and  Secretary  of  War,  and  every- 
body applauds  the  objection.  No  more  such  are  pro- 
posed. No  more  such  will  be  built  on  this  continent, 
though  a  powerful  fort  will  be  wanted  at  Key  West,  or 
the  Dry  Tortugas.  The  forts  proposed  in  the  bill,  and 
fliose  which  will  be  proposed  hereafter,  are  the  mode- 
rate sized  works  contended  for  by  the  reproached  radi- 
cab,  in  1821,  and  applauded  now  by  everybody. 

Mr.  B.  read  an  extract  from  the  message  of  Governor 
Everett  of  Massachusetts  to  the  General  Assembly  of  that 
State,  at  its  last  session,  and  reJied  upon  it,  not«only  to 
sustain  the  propriety  of  erecting  some  of  the  forts  enu- 
merated in  the  bill,  but  also  to  show  the  necessity  of 
•arly  appropriations,  and  to  make  it  manifest  that  the 
public  service  had  already  suffered  by  the  delay  which 
bad  takeo  place.     The  following  is  the  extract  read: 

•Mil  the  course  of  the  last  winter,  resolutions  were 
adopted  by  the  Legislature,  instructing  ouf  Senators  and 
requesting  our  Representatives  in  Congress  to  use  all 
proper  means  to  obtain  the  requisite  appropriations  for 
the  repair  of  the  fortification  on  Castle  island,  and  the 
vigorous  prosecution  of  the  works  commenced  on 
George's  island,  in  Boston  harbor.  Their  exertions 
were  so  far  successful,  that  the  requisite  appropriations 
introduced  into  the  fortification  bill,  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  by  way  of  amendment,  received  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  committees  of  the  other  branch  of  Congress 
to  which  they  were  referred,  and  passed  through  all  but 
ine  last  stage  of  legislation  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
iives.  The  entire  bill  was  unfortunately  lost,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  introduction  of  another  amendment  in  the 
House  of  RepresenUtives,  on  which  the  two  Houses  dis- 
»greed.  Notwithstanding  the  failure  of  the  new  appro- 
priations,  some  progress  was  made  on  both  the  works, 
pariicularly  on  that  upon  George's  island,  during  the 
past  season,  by  means  of  the  unexpended  balance  of  the 
appropriations  of  the  year  1834.  I  have  the  satisfaction 
to  mform  you,  that,  for  the  present  year,  large  appropri- 
auons  have  been  recommended  for  both  objects  by  the 
Department  of  War.  The  rapid  progress  of  these  works 
'**  of  extreme  importance;  and  it  is  much  to  be  desired 
that  the  appropriations  should  be  so  early  made,  as  to 
prevent  the  loss  of  some  of  the  best  months  in  the  season, 
which  frequently  occurs,  in  this  branch  of  the  public 
service,  in  consequence  of  the  delay  in  the  passage  of 
the  appropriation  bills.  Among  the  documents  accompa- 
nying the  report  from  the  War  Department,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  is  a  state- 
ment of  several  new  works,  proposed  by  the  board  of 
en^neers,  for  the  defence  of  the  coast,  and  arranged  in 
<hnerent  classes,  according  to  their  importance.  Among 
uiose  of  '  the  first  class,  to  be  commenced  as  soon  as 
possible,'  I  notice,  with  great  satisfaction,  five  or  six 
works,  which,  when  executed,  will  complete  the  de- 
fences of  Boston  harbor;  a  part  of  the  seaboard  second 
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to  no  other  in  importance,  and  hitherto  almost  wholly 
neglected  by  the  general  Government." 

Mr.  B.  deprecated  ihe  sectional  tone  which  had  per- 
vaded a  part  of  this  debate.     It  seemed  to  be  supposed 
that  the  North  was  to  be  benefited,  and  the  South  ne- 
glected.   Not  so  the  fact.    The  forts  heretofore  erected 
were  principally  in  the  South  t  and  of  those  proposed^ 
the  South  had— he  would  not  say  her  share,  for  this  was 
not  a  case  for  dividing  out  shares,  but  for  extending  de- 
fence wherever  it  was  needed <  andjhe  South  was  at- 
tended to,  to  the  full  extent  of  its  need.    Besides  five 
forts  finished  in  the  delta  of  the  Mississippi,  and  a  superb 
one  in  Alabama,  costing  about  a  million  of  dollars,  there 
were  others  intended  at  Lake  Barrataria,  and  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi, at  Mobile  bay,  Perdido  bay,  Pensacola  bay,  St. 
Rosa's  bay,  St.  Joseph's  bay,  Apalache  bay,  Apalachicola 
bay,  Espiritu  Sancto  bay,  Charlotte  harbor.  Key  West, 
and  the  Dry  Tortugas,  making  near  a  dozen  works,  and 
costing,  by  estimate,  near  six  millions  of  dollars;  and  all 
for  the  security  of  western  commerce;  all  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  commerce  of  the  western  States,  which,  pass- 
ing out  of  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  must  go  through 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  pass  between  Key  West,  through 
a  narrow  passsge,  before  it  could  reach  the  great  ocean. 
Every  fort  built  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  Mr.  B.  said,  was 
a  western  fort;  a  fort  for  the  benefit  of  the  western 
States,  just  as  much  so  as  the  forts  in  the  Chesapeake 
I  bay  were  for  the  defence  of  Maryland  and  Virginia. 
Turning  on  the  other  side  of  the  peninsula  of  Florida, 
it  would  be  seen  that  the  extreme  southern  coast  was  not 
neglected.    Georgia  was  well  attended  to.    Besides  the 
fort  now  under  construction  on  Cockspur  island,  estima- 
ted by  the  board  of  engineers  to  cost  ^75,000,  and 
which  has  cost  thus  far  $290,000,  and  is  expected  to  cosi 
#240,000  more— besides  this  fine  fort,  other  works  are 
proposed  in  the  Savannah  river,  and  along  the  coast,  at 
Ossabaw  sound,  St.  Catharine's  sound,  Sapelo  sound, 
Dalby  inlet,  Altamaha  sound,  St.  Simon's  sound,  St.  An- 
drew's sound,  Cumberland  sound,  to  St.  Augustine  in 
Florida — mostlv  small  works,  estimated  to  cost  nearly 
two  millions  of  dollars.    Continuing  the  view  to  Balti- 
more, and  Mr.  B.  said  it  would  be  found  that  more  mo- 
ney had  been,  and  would  be,  expended  on  forts  to  the 
south,  than  to  the  north  of  that  point;  but  the  comparison 
was  absurd,  and  he  would  not  continue  it.  Defence  was 
not  to  be  proportioned  out,  but  to  be  given  where  it  was 
needed,  without  regard  to  lines  or  latitudes. 

Mr.  B.  deprecated  also  the  extravagant  manner  of  op- 
posing this  bill,  as  a  plan  to  line  the  whole  coast  with 
batteries— as  a  plan  to  shut  out  a  foreign  army  from 
landing  at  any  point — as  a  plan  to  raise  a  great  standing 
army.  All  this  he  treated  as  panical,  and  intended  to 
frighten  weak  nerves  and  weaker  heads.  The  forts  pro- 
posed were  small  in  extent— confined  to  the  defence  of 
cities— were  to  be  manned  by  a  few  artillerists  in  time 
of  peace,  and  were  to  look  to  the  militia  and  volunteers 
for  their  main  garrisons  in  time  of  war.  He  showed  the 
necessity  of  forts  to  prevent  cities  from  being  sacked* 
plundered,  and  bombarded;  and  the  folly  of  depending 
upon  men  alone,  no  matter  how  brave,  with  muskets  and 
rifles  in  their  hands,  to  defend  a  city  against  thirty-six 
inch  bombs,  flying  four  thousand  yards  through  the  air, 
and  bursting  with  a  bushel  of  fire  and  shot  among  the 
dwellings  of  the  citizens.  Forts  to  keep  off  fleets  and 
cruisers  could  alone  do  this. 

But.it  was  not  to  defend  cities  only  that  forts  were  want- 
ing. They  were  needed  to  cover  navy  yards  and  dock 
yards,  and  to  serve  as  places  of  refuge  to  the  military  and 
commercial  marinfr4>f  the  country.  We  have  a  great  com- 
merce, he  said,  and  many  merchant  ships;  these  ships 
must  have  ports  of  refuge,  places  where  they  can  be 
safe  from  pursuit  and  attack.  We  have  determined  to 
ha?e  a  navy;  and  that  determination  increases  the  neceir 
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Illy  for  forts.  Ships  of  war  mutt  have  ports  of  refugv, 
as  well  as  merchant  vessels;  they  must  have  pkees  where 
they  can  lie  secure  when  pressed  by  superior  force.  All 
naval  Powers  provide  places  of  refuge  and  protection  for 
t(>eir  ships,  not  only  at  home,  but  abroad.  Rngland* 
France,  and  Holland,  are  eminent  examples.  IVhy  does 
£ng-land  seise  upon  commanding^  positions  all  over  the 
globe — Gibraltar,  Malta,  the  Cape  of  Ckiod  Hope,  Mada- 
gascar, Jamaica,  and  so  many  other  places,  except  as 
naval  stations,  to  protect  her  own  marine  and  to  com- 
mand others  in  time  of  war?  We,  on  the  contrary,  with 
ample  means  in  our  hands,  are  delaying  and  neglecting 
to  establish  places  of  refuge  for  our  marine,  even  upon 
•ur  own  coasts,  and  upon  that  gulf,  upon  whose  bosom, 
and  through  whose  outlet  between  Key  West  and  Cuba, 
Ihe  whole  commerce  of  the  mighty  West  is  to  float 
Forts  and  naval  stations  upon  that  golf  are  western  ob* 
jiects,  for  which  every  western  roan,  here  or  at  home, 
ahoulid  perse veringly  contend. 

'  Mr.  B.  concluded  with  his  standing  remark,  that  Con- 
gress was  now  in  the  sixth  month  of  the  session,  and  not 
a  shilling  voted  yet  for  fortifications!  That  we  were 
going  on  two  years  without  appropriations  for  a  single 
fort! 

When  Mr.  Bihtoh  bad  concluded, 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  addressed  the  Senate  in  opposition 
to  the  bill. 

.  Messrs.  HILL  and  WALL  severally  addressed  the 
Senate  in  favor  of  the  btll;  after  which, 

Mr.  CALHOUN  moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table,  to 
enable  him  to  make  a  report  from  the  committee  of  con- 
ference} which  motion  was  agreed  to  by  general  con- 
sent. 

CONFERENCB. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  then,  from  the  committee  of  confer- 
ence appointed  to  confer  with  a  similar  committee  of  the 
House  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  as  to 
tlie  Senate's  amendment  to  the  bill  authorizing  the 
president  to  accept  the  services  of  ten  thousand  volun- 
teers, and  to  raise  an  additional  regiment  of  light  dra- 
goons, reported  that  they  had  bad  a  meeting  with  the 
committee  of  the  House  uf  Representatives,  and  that 
they  had  jointly  agreed  to  recommend  an  amendment  to 
their  respective  Houses,  in  substance  as  follows: 

The  President  is  authorized  to  accept  the  service  of 
volunteers,  the  number  not  exceeding  ten  thousand,  in 
companies,  regiments,  brigades,  and  divisions^  the  offi- 
cers to  be  commissioned  in  the  manner  prescribecT^y 
the  laws  of  the  several  States  from  which  these  vofun- 
teers  ma^  offer  themselves.  Where  regiments,  brigades, 
or  divisions  volunteer,  they  shall  be  commanded  by 
fhe  same  officers  by  whom  they  shall  be  commanded  at 
the  time  of  volunteering;  and  that,  for  volunteers  offer- 
ing their  services  in  single  companies,  the  President 
shall  organize  them  into  battalions,  regiments,  brigades, 
and  divisions,  and  apportion  the  battalion  and  field  offi- 
cers among  the  States  from  which  said  companies  shall 
come. 

Afler  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  KING,  of  Alabama, 
and  CALHOUN,  the  report  was  laid  on  the  Ubie. 

At  a  subsequent  period  of  the  day,  a  message  was  re- 
ceived from  the  House  of  Representatives  by  Mr. 
Fbjutklin,  their  clerl^  stating  that  the  House  had 
adopted  the  report  made  by  their  committee  of  confer- 
ence, and  asked  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  therein. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CALHOUN,  the  report  and  mes- 
sage of  the  House  were  then  considered;  and  on  the 
question.  Shall  the  Senate  concur  in  the  amendment 
recommended  by  the  committee  of  conference?  it  was 
decided  in  the  atnrmative. 

FORTIFICATION  BILL. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BGNTON,  the  fortification  bill  was 


'  again  taken  op,  and,  after  some  vemarks  firom  Mr.  CAL* 
HOUN  in  opposition  to  the  amendment,  thequesiioift 
was  taken,  and  it  was  adopted  by  the  firiloirtng  vote: 

TiA8<— 'Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cuthbert, 
Ewing  of  Illinois,  Gmndy,  Hill,  Hubbard,  Kmgof  Ab- 
bama,.  Lion,  Morris,  Niles,  Preston,  Robinson,  Rug;5le9, 
Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wall,  Wright— 90. 

Nats— Messrs.  Black,  Calhonn,  Davis,  Ewing  of 
Ohio,  Hendricks,  King  of  Georgia,  MangiUD,  Nsudain, 
Nicholas,  Robbins,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Whiie-^13. 

Mr.  BENTON  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank  vitb 
175,000,  so  as  to  make  the  appropriation  for  Penobicot 
for  two  years,  #75,000  for  each  year;  which,  after  some 
remarks  from  Mr.  PRESTON,  who  thought  the  nim 
too  large,  was  agreed  to. 

&Ir.  PRESTON  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  appro- 
priation of  #100,000  for  fortifications  at  Kennebec 
river,  that  being  one  of  the  places  for  which  there 
were  no  estimates  or  surveys. 

After  some  remarks  in  support  of  the  rootioo  from 
Messrs.  CALHOUN  and  PRESTON,  and  from  Mr. 
BENTON  in  opposition  to  it,  the  question  was  decided 
in  the  negative:  Yeas  7,  nays  31,  as  follows: 

YsAs— Messrs.  Calhoun,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  King  of 
Georgia,  Mangum,  Preston,  Bobbins,  White— 7. 

Nays— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cntbbert, 
Davis,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Hob* 
bard.  King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Robin* 
son.  Buggies,  Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wail, 
Wright--21. 

Mr.  BBNtON  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  the  appropriation  of  #100,000  for  fortifica- 
tions at  Kennebec  river,  and  inserting  #100,000  for  the 
same  object  for  the  year  1836,  and  #300,000  ibrUis 
year  1837. 

Mr.  PRESTON  moved  that  the  Senate  ndjoam—loit: 
Ayes  13,  noes  13. 

Mr.  WALL  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  so  as  to 
make  it  read  #100,000  per  annum  for  two  years;  whicb 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  auestion  was  then  taken  on  the  aoDendoent^ 
amended,  and  it  was  adopted  t  Yeas  19,  nays  9,  ss  fol' 
lows: 

Ybas— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cuthbert, 
Grundy,  Hill,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Mor- 
ris, Nicholas,  Niles,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Shepley,  TsH- 
madge.  Walker,  Wall,  Wright^l9. 

Nats— Messrs.  Calhoun,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hcs- 
drieks.  King  of  Georgia,  Mangum,  Preston,  Webber, 
Wkite-.9. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  further  to  amend,  by  striktsf 
out  the  appropriation  for  fortifications  at  Poiilaml,  and 
inserting  for  the  same  object  #75,000  per  aonuin  for 
two  years;  which  motion  was  carried  in  the  affiruiatiTe: 
Yeas  20,  nays  8,  as  follows: 

Ykas— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cuthbert, 
Qrundy,  Hill,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Mor* 
ris,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Preston,  Robinson,  Roggles,  Shep- 
ley, Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wall,  Wright-^-aO. 

Nats— Messrs.  Calhoun,  Davis,  Bwing  of  Ohio,  Itai- 
drieks.  King  of  Georgia,  Mangum,  Webster,  White— 6- 

Mr.  PRBSTON  moved  that  the  Senate  adjoum-lD«<: 
Ayes  II,  noes  15. 

Mr.  PRESTON  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  sppi«- 
priation  for  fortifications  at  Portsmouth,  which  motioo 
was  lost  without  a  division. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill,  bf 
inserting  in  lieu  of  the  appropriation  fiir  fortificstioss 
at  Portsmouth,  «' for  fortifications  at  Portsoootb, 
#150,000  annually,  for  two  jrears." 

On  taking  tbia  question,  it  was  found  that  there  vtf 
not  a  quorum  voting. 

The  following  is  the  vote: 
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YiAi-^lfMin.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Giithbert, 
Grundy,  Hill,  liubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  Ltnn,  Nicho* 
iu,  Nt)«9,  Robinson,  Ruf^gtes,  Shepley,  Tallmadi^, 
Walker,  Wall,  Wright— 18. 

Niri— Meisra.  Black,  Hendricks,  Wbite-*3. 

Mr.  DAVIS  aioved  that  the  Senate  adjourn—lost: 
Ayes  8,  noes  13. 

There  still  being  no  quorum, 

Co  motion  of  Mr.  GRUNDY, 

The  6ei»te  adjourned. 


MoiTDAT,  Mat  23. 

RECOGNITION  OF  TEXAS. 

Ur.  WALKER  rose  and  said  there  had  been  forward- 
ed to  him  the  proceedings  of  a  large  and  respectable 
meeting  of  citisens  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  held  at 
the  court-house  of  Warren  county,  which  he  bad  been 
reqiiented  to  present  to  the  Senate.  The  resolutions 
contained  in  these  proceedings  (Mr.  W.  said)  instruct* 
ed  tbeir  Representatives  and  requested  their  Senators 
io  Congress  to  use  their  utmost  endeavors  to  obtain 
from  this  Gevemiaent  the  immediate  recognition  of  the 
independence  of  Texas,  stating  the  reasons  which  have 
indaoed  the  people  of  this  county  to  urge  this  measure. 
The  time  had  now  arrived  (Mr.  W.  believed)  for  action 
on  this  subject)  and  he  therefore  moved  the  reference 
of  these  proceedings  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re* 
lations. 

Mr.  W.  handed  up  to  the  table  the  resolutions  in  a 
printed  form;  upon  which. 

The  CHAIR  stated  that  a  paper  in  that  form  could 
not  be  received;  that  it  must  be  attested  by  the  real  stg* 
natures  of  some  of  the  parties,  or  accompanied  by  a 
letter  vouching  for  its  authenticity. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  that  he  was  himself  satisfied  of 
the  authenticity  of  the  proceedings;  their  having  been 
tent  in  a  printed  form,  was  merely  for  the  convenience 
of  traniroission;  and  tint  he  had  received  a  letter  on 
tile  subject,  but  that,  in  consequence  of  its  containing 
sko  matters  of  a  private  nature,  he  did  not  wish  to  com* 
municate  it  for  publication. 

The  CHAIR  stated  that  tlie  rule  of  the  Senate  was 
imperative  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  that  if  it  was  out  of  order  to  re- 
ceive this  paper,  he  would,  in  obedience  to  the  instruc- 
tions of  his  constituents,  move  the  reference  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  citixens  of  Cincinnati,  having  a  similar 
object  in  view,  presented  some  days  since  by  the  Sena* 
tor  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Morrm.] 

Mr.  MORRIS  did  not  feel  disposed  to  take  up  these 
^solutions  at  this  time.  This  was  a  very  important 
question,  which  would,  in  all  probability,  produce  some 
excitement  in  the  country,  and  he  was  not  prepared  to 
act  on  it  before  it  became  necessary.  He  was  not  will- 
ing to  take  all  he  had  heard  as  facts^  until  officially  com- 
municated. It  was  true,  it  was  a  glorious  struggle,  in 
which  our  citixens,  and  he  anfong  the  rest,  felt  a  deep 
interest;  nevertheless^  he  did  not  go  the  length  of  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi,  [Mr»  Waj.kxr.]  He  had  re- 
ceived from  the  capital  of  his  State  proceedings  of  a 
nieeting  of  highly  respectable  citixens,  warmly  espou»- 
>ng  the  cause  of  Texas;  and  he  was  the  first  to  present 
•to  the  Senate  proceedings  on  this  subiect.  The  recog- 
nition of  Texas  involved  a  question  which  did  not  meet 
^  eye,  and  which  was  beyond  the  mere  recognition  of 
oer  indcpendenee— «  question  that  would  convulse  this 
Union  from  one  end  to  the  other;  and  the  observance 
cf  prudence  and  caution  was  necessary.  While  there 
vas  agitation  on  this  subject,  it  was  not  the  most  appro- 
priate time  for  action  upon  it.  It  might  have  a  material 
effect  upon  some  portions  of  the  60tiatry»  and  he  there- 


fore thought  the  time  had  not  yet  arrived  when  it  was 
proper,  in  his  judgment,  to  act. 

Mr.  PRESTON,  with  great  satisfiiction,  tendered  to 
his  friend  from  Mississippi  the  use  of  the  memorial  on 
the  subjeet  of  Texas  presented  by  him  some  days  since. 
It  might  have  been  supposed  that  he  would  call  up  this 
memorial  himself,  and  he  had  proposed  to  do  so  this 
morning;  but  he  had  much  rather  second  the  views  of 
the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  and  follow  in  his  wake, 
than  take  the  lead  himself.  There  was  much  propriety 
in  this  movement  coming  from  that  quarter;  the  zeal 
and  ardor  which  that  gentleman  had  manifested  on  the 
subject,  and  the  powerful  interest  in  the  affairs  of  Tex- 
as which  his  constituents  had  exhibited,  alike  qualified 
him  to  take  the  lead  on  this  occasion.  He  was  glad,  for 
another  reason,  that  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  was 
the  first  to  move  in  this  business.  He  himself  was  in  the 
minority,  belonging  to  that  party  which  had  no  control 
over  the  destines  of  this  country,  except  by  repulsion; 
and,  therefore,  the  motion,  coming  from  a  distinguished 
member  of  the  party  of  the  administration,  would  have 
a  more  powerful  effect  thin  one-  coming  from  him.  It 
showed  the  strength  of  the  cause  of  Texas,  and  indicated 
the  feelings  of  the  administration  party  in  its  behalf;  or, 
if  it  did  not  indicate  such  feelings,  it  showed  that  a  pow* 
erfiil  current  of  public  sentiment  was  urging  them  on. 
He  had  expected  this  morning  to  follow  the  leadt>f  other 
Senators.  He  had  expected  that  the  Senator  from  New 
York  would  have  presented  a  memorial  on  this  subject 
from  that  great  State,  containing  such  a  vast  number  of 
sigpnatures  as  to  put  all  others  in  the  shade;  and  he  had 
also  expected  that  a  memorial  of  the  same  nature  would 
have  been  presented  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania; 

The  period  had  now  arrived,  when,  if  public  inform- 
ation was  not  false,  some  action  on  the  part  of  this  Gov- 
ernment would  be  proper.  He  did  not  mean  direct 
and  positive,  but  initiatory  action,  to  put  things  in  a 
course  of  investigation.  If  a  tithe  of  that  Information 
was  true,  no  one  could  question  but  that  the  domination 
of  the  President  of  Mexico  was  forever  at  an  end.  If 
it  was  true  that  his  army  was  dispersed,  his  person  cap- 
tured, and  the  Texan  army  triumphant,  Texas  was  m 
the  situation  supposed,  some  days  since,  by  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts,  having  a  Government  de  facio,  and 
being  to  all  intents  and  purposes  independent.  They 
had,  it  was  true,  received  no  official  confirmation  of  this 
intelligence;  and  therefore  it  was  not  proposed  to  do 
more  than  take  the  initiatory  steps  to  obtain  further  in- 
formation through  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations; 
but,  wkhout  overestimating  the  feelings  of  the  Senator 
from  Mississippi,  he  would  take  it  for  granted,  that  if,  in- 
stead of  these  rumors,  they  lud  been  in  possession  of 
official  confirmation  of  the  Texan  victory,  the  gentleman 
would  at  once  have  laid  a  resolution  on  the  table  fi>r  the 
immediate  recognition  of  the  independence  of  Texas. 

Mr.  WALKER  accepted  with  great  pleasure  the  pro- 
ceedings tendered  him  by  the.Seifator  fr^  South  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  Prxstox.]      »      ^•^^ 

Mr.  MORRIS  said  he  wouRl  not  now  object  to  the  use 
of  the  Ohio  proceedings  by  the  Senator  from  Missis- 
sippi. 

Mr.  WALKER  then  moved  the  reference  of  all  the 
proceedings  and  memorials  in  relation  to  Texas  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations.  He  said  that  his  feel- 
ings had  perhaps  been  more  deeply  excited  than  those 
of  any  other  Senator,  by  the  fact,  that  he  attributed  the 
death  of  a  very  near  and  much  beloved  relative,  in  pass- 
ing through  Texas  immediately  preceding  the  late  strug- 
gle, to  the  unwarrantable  proceedings  of  the  Mexican 
authorities  in  Texas.  Mr.  W.  said  he  spoke  and  acted 
oifthis  subject  upon  his  own  responsibility,  and  not,  as 
was  supposed  by  the  Senator  from  Sooth  Carolina,  [Mr. 
.  Prxstoh,]  as  the  organ  of  the  administration.    Mr.  W. 
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mid  he  bad  no  Authority  to  represent  the  President's 
views  on  this  subject;  but  that,  were  he  to  g^ive  his  own 
opinion  of  those  yiews,  Mr.  W.  could  not  doubt  but 
that,  as  a  inan,  the  President  could  not  be  otherwise 
than  friendly  to  the  cause  of  those  who  were  struf^gling 
for  liberty  against  usurpation  in  any  quarter  of  the 
globe;  that  the  love  of  Hberty  still  glowed  as  warmly 
in  the  bosom  of  our  venerated  President  as  when  in  the 
morning  of  life  he  shed  his  blood  In  the  defence  of  his 
country  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution;  that,  whaterer 
might  be  the  feeling^s  of  the  President,  as  a  man,  he 
would  no  doubt  so  discharge  the  duties  of  his  ofBce  as 
to  preserve  unsullied  the  national  faith  and  the  national 
honor. 

If  (said  Mr.  W.)  the  accounts  we  had  received  from 
Texas  were  official,  he  would  have  moved  a  resolution 
for  the  immediate  recognition  of  the  independence  of 
Texas.  Mr.  W.  believed  these  accoupts  to  be  true; 
but,  as  the  information  was  unofficial,  he  had  moved  the 
reference  of  the  Texas  memorials  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  in  the  expectation  that  they  would 
immediately  investigste  the  subject,  and  be  enabled  to 
present  the  facts  to  us  in  the  authentic  form  which 
would  justify  immediate  action.  When  South  America 
was  not  yet  wholly  disenthralled  from  the  power  of 
Spain — when  the  scale  was  still  balancing,  and  the 
question  not  yet  entirely  determined  which  should  pre- 
ponderate, liberty  or  despotism.  Congress  had  acted 
upon  the  question  of  South  American  independence. 
And,  at  a  late  period,  when  the  struggle  in  Greece  was 
still  progressing — when  her  classic  soil  was  still  the  the- 
atre of  a  sanguinary  and  doubtful  conflict — when  the 
Moslem  crescent  had  not  yet  faded  before  the  dawn  of 
liberty — ^ihe  distinguished  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
had  moved  to  accredit  an  agent  to  Greece.  If  we  were 
warranted  in  thus  acting  upon  that  occasion,  why  refuse 
now  to  investigate,  through  the  appropriate  committee, 
the  situation  of  affairs  in  Texas?  .The  intelligence  is, 
that  a  division  of  the  Mexican  army  has  been  overthrown, 
and  the  survivors  of  the  contest  captured  b}*  the  troops 
of  Texas;  that  Santa  Anna,  the  leader  of  the  Mexican  or- 
my,  and  the  head  of  the  Mexican  Government,  the  very 
roan  in  whose  person  that  Government  was  concentra- 
ted, was  also  a  prisoner;  and  that  he  had  consented  to 
the  exaltation  of  Texas,  and  the  immediate  recognition 
of  her  independence.  If,  then,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  Texas 
has  maintained,  upon  the  field  of  battle,  that  declaration 
of  independence  made  by  her  many  months  since — if 
that  independence  has  been  acknowledged  by  the  head 
of  the  Mexican  Government,  and  Texas  evacuated  by 
the  Mexican  troops -«if  there  be  now  a  Government  de 
fadom  operation  in  Texas,  and  herenemies  overthrown — 
we  must,  upon  the  principles  thit  have  always  guided 
our  course,  recognise  at  once  the  independence  of 
Texas. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  that  if  the  people  of  Texas  had 
established  a  Gpvernment  de  facto,  it  was  undoubtedly 
the  duty  of  this  Goi^iuiient  t%  acknowledge  their  inde- 
pendence. The  time  and  manner  of  doing  so,  how- 
ever, were  all  matters  proper  for  grave  and  mature  con- 
sideration. He  should  have  been  better  satisfied,  had  this 
matter  not  been  moved  sgain  till  all  the  evidence  had  been 
collected,  and  until  they  had  received  official  informa- 
tion of  the  important  events  that  had  taken  place  in 
Texas.  As  this  proceeding  had  been  moved  by  a  mem- 
ber of  the  administration  party,  he  felt  himself  bound  to 
understand  that  the  Executive  was  not  opposed  to  take 
the  first  steps  now,  and  that  in  his  opinion  this  proceed- 
ing was  not  dangerous  or  premature.  Mr.  W.  was  of 
opinion  that  it  would  be  best  not  to  act  with  precipita- 
tion. If  this  information  was  true,  they  would  doA>t- 
lesa  before  long  hear  from  Texas  herself;  for  as  soon  as 
■he  felt  that  she  was  a  country,  and  had  a  country,  she 


would  naturally  present  her  claims  to  her  neighbors,  to 
be  recogpnised  as  an  Independent  oatioo.  He  did  not 
say  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  wait  for  this  event,  but 
he  thought  it  would  be  discreet  to  do  so.  He  woulJ 
be  one  of  the  'first  to  acknowledge  the  independence  of 
I'exas,  on  reasonable  proof  that  she  bad  estabHsbed  t 
Government.  There  were  views  connected  with  Tex* 
as  which  lie  would  not  now  present,  as  it  would  be  pre- 
mature to  do  so;  but  he  would  observe  that  he  had  re- 
ceived some  information  from  a  respectable  source, 
which  turned  his  attention  to  the  very  significant  ex- 
pression used  by  Mr.  Monroe  in  his  Rkeasag^  of  1822, 
that  no  European  Power  should  ever  be  permitted  to 
establish  a  colony  on  the  American  continent.  He  had 
no  doubt  that  attempts  would  be  made  by  some  Euro- 
pean Government  to  obtain  a  cession  of  Texas  from  the 
Government  of  Mexico. 

Mr.  MORRIS  said  that  on  this  question  he  was  in 
hopes  he  should  be  able  to  make  himself  fully  under- 
stood. He  explained  his  views  of  the  effect  of  the  mo- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Walk»,] 
which  he  thought  was  prennature  and  hasty.  Mr.  N. 
disclaimed  being  under  Executive  influence  in  this  id«'* 
ter.  He  went  with  and  for  the  people  of  the  State  be 
represented.  It  was  true  he  respected  the  Executive 
will,  when  he  knew  it  officially.  But,  he  asked,  where 
was  the  Government  or  the  authorized  a^^ents  of  Test^' 
Those  gentlemen  who  were  here  as  agents,  he  believed, 
had  shown  no  credentials  from  the  authorities  of  Texas. 
He  would  go  as  far  as  any  gentleman  on  this  floor  in 
favor  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  and  held  that  all 
men  were  born  free  and  equal.  When  he  acted  as  the 
humble  organ  of  a  portion  of  the  people  of  this  Gor- 
ernment,  he  desired  to  act  on  something  official.  He 
would  be  prepared  to  act  on  this  most  important  event 
at  the  proper  time,  and  be  believed  that  time  vosid 
soon  arrive.  He  could  sympatluze  in  the  feelings  of  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Waulkr.]  That  Sena* 
tor  had  reason  to  feel  in  this  matter,  having  met  with 
the  loss  of  a  near  relative.  But  he  ought  not  to  sofTer 
his  judgment  to  be  misled  by  the  intensity  of  bis  feel- 
ings. They  might,  out  of  these  walls,  act  in  their  indi- 
vidual capacity  like  men;  but  when  acting  as  Senators, 
they  should  be  cautious.  But  as  the  Seiuitor  from  Mis- 
sissippi said  time  would  be  taken  for  consideration  bj 
the  committee,  if  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  and  as  that  committee  was  an  able  one,  he 
would  withdraw  his  objection  to  the  reference. 

Mr.  WALKER  stated  that,  from  the  observations  of 
the  Senator  from  Ohio,  it  would  seem  that  the  gentle- 
man supposed  that  his  course  on  this  occasion  had  been 
dictated  by  the  impulses  of  his  heart,  and  not  by  Iti^ 
judgment.  The  gentleman  was  deeply  mistaken^  for 
there  was  no  one  subject  upon  which  he  had  more 
deeply  reflected,  and  more  deliberately  consulted  bii 
judgment,  than  on  the  subject  of  Texas.  At  the  pe- 
riod when  the  treaty  was  made,  by  which  the  vsliey  c.f 
the  Mississippi  was  dismen)bered,  and  Texas  surrender- 
ed to  a  foreign  Power — at  that  period,  not  yet  hs^nnf? 
arrived  at  the  age  of  manhood,  and  not  being  entitled 
to  a  vote,  he  had  expressed  his  conviction  against  that 
treaty,  and,  by  addresses  In  1826  in  the  public  papers 
over  his  own  signature,  had  shown  liis  opposition  tu  that 
unwise  and  improper  measure. 

These  were  the  deliberate  dictates  of  his  own  judg- 
ment, before  he  ever  bad  a  relative  in  Texas,  before 
he  was  a  resident  of  a  southern  State,  and  before  he 
ever  expected  to  have  a  seat  on  this  fiodr.  These,  he 
said,  were  not  southern  feelings— they  were  not  north- 
ern feelings — no,  they  were  the  feelings  which  were 
wholly  American,  prompted  by  an  ardent  zeal  for  civil 
and  religious  liberty;  and  which,  he  trusted,  would  ever 
ba?e  influence  ,in  every  American  bosom.    It  was  the 
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solemn  and  deliberate  conviction  of  his  judgment,  that 
they  should  recognise  the  independence  of  Texas, 
whenever  they  were  satisfied  that  she  bad  an  established 
Government.  Whether  they  extended  their  Jurisdiction 
to  Texas^  as  he  desired,  or  not,  they  sliould  congratu- 
Ute  themaelves  tiiat  American  insUtotions;  American 
feelings,  our  freedom,  our  language,  and  our  kindred 
race,  predominated  over  that  fair  country,  instead  of  the 
colored  mongrel  race,  and  barbarous  tyranny,  and  su- 
perstitions of  Mexico,  l^hey  had  not,  it  was  true,  re- 
ceived official  confirmation  of  the  glorious  intelligence, 
which  there  was  so  much  reason  to  credit.  If  they  had, 
be  woukl  have  at  once  laid  a  resolution  on  the  table, 
looking  t'l  the  acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of 
Texas;  but  not  having  received  such  official  information, 
be  did  not  propose  more  at  present,  than  to  take  the 
initiatory  steps  of  an  inquiry  by  the  appropriate  com- 
mittee. The  Senator  from  Ohio  referred  to  the  agents 
from  Texas  now  in  this  city,  as  being  private  agents 
only.  He  begged  leave  to  tell  the  gentleman  that  they 
were  public  and  accredited  agents,  and  not  the  less  re- 
spectable because  they  were  once  American  citizens, 
and  not  less  respectable  than  the  accredited  agents  of 
the  tyrant  and  usurper,  Santa  Anna.  They  had  been 
toid  to  watt  till  Texas  had  established  her  independence. 
She  had  established  it,  and  was  able  to  maintain  it.  By 
her  great  and  glorious  victory^she  had  her  oppressor  in 
her  power,  and  could  dictate  to  him  what  terms  she 
pleased;  and  (Mr.  W.  said)  the  battle  in  which  Santa 
Anna  was  captured  was  next  in  importance,  to  tbe 
civilised  world,  to  the  conflict  which  terminated  in  the 
surrender  of  Cornwallis,  and  would  be  equally  decisive 
of  the  fate  of  an  infant  republic. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  was  aware,  from  the  present 
excited  state  of  feeling  on  the  subject  of  Texas,  that 
every  wise  and  prudent  course  would  be  misunderstood, 
and  probably  construed  into  hostility  to  the  efforts  now 
making  by  tbe  Texans  to  establish  a  free  and  indepen- 
dent  Government;  but,  so  long  as  he  remained  a  member 
on  that  floor,  be  would,  regardless  of  every  considera- 
tion, throw  himself  in  opposition  to  all  measures  which 
be  conceived  were  calculated  to  detract  from  the  exalted 
diaracter  of  this  country  for  good  failh  and  an  undevia- 
ting  adherence  to  all  its  treaty  stipulations.     He  knew 
not  whether  the  information  received  of  the  extraordina- 
ry successes  of  tbe  Texans  was  to  be  relied  on  or  not; 
he  sincerely  hoped  it  might  prove  true;  no  man  here  felt 
a  deeper  detestation  of  the  bloodthirsty  wretches  who 
bad  cruelly  butchered  their  defenceless  prisoners,  than 
he  did;  but,  whether  true  or  false,  did  it  become  wise, 
discreet,  prudent  men,  bound  by  tbe  strongest  considera- 
tions to  preserve  the  honor  and  faith  of  the  country,  to 
be  hurried  along  by  the  effervescence  of  feeling,  and  at 
once  abandon  the  course,  and,  he  would  uay^  the  only 
true  course,  which  this  Government  has  invariably,  here- 
tofore,  pursued  towards  foreign  Powers?    We  have 
uniformly  (said  Mr.  K.)  recognised  the  existing  Gov- 
ernments— ^the  Governments  defadoi  we  have  not  stop- 
ped to  inquire  whether  it  is  a  despotic  or  constitutional 
Government;  whether  it  is  a  republic  or  a  despotism. 
AH  we  ask  is,  does  a  Government  actually  exist;  and 
having  satisfied  ourselves  of  that  fact,  we  look  no  fur- 
ther, but  recognise  it  as  it  is.     It  was  on  this  principle, 
(said  Mr.  K.,)  this  safe,  this  correct  principle,  that  we 
recognised  what  was  called  the  republic  of  France, 
founded  on  the  ruins  of  the  old  monarchy;  then  the  con- 
sular Government;  a  little  after,  the  imperial;  and  when 
that  was  crushed  by  a  combination  of  all  Etirope,  and 
that  most  extraordinary  man  who  wielded  it  was  driven 
into  exile,  we  ag^in  acknowledged  the  kingly  Govern- 
ment-of  the  house  of  Bourbon,  and  now  the  constitu- 
tional King  Louis  Philippe  of  Orleans. 
Sir,  (said  Mr.  K.,)  we  take  things  as  they  are;  we 


ask  not  how  Governments  are  established — by  what  rev<* 
olutions  they  are  brought  into  existence.  Let  us  see* 
an  independent  Government  in  Texas,  and  he  would 
not  be  behind  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  nor  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  in  pressing  forward  to  its  re-' 
cognition,  and  establishing  with  it  the  most  cordial  and 
friendly  relations.  -  Why  (said  Mr.  K.)  should  our 
course  now  be  made  to  differ  from  that  pursued  by  us 
when  South  America  was  struggling  to  free  herself 
from  the  grinding  tyranny  of  Spain,  from  the  horrors  of 
the  inquitition^  Was  there  a  man  who  did  not  deeply 
sympathize  with  them,  and  desire  to  see  them  freed 
from  their  oppressors?  Not  one,  sir,  not  one;  every 
heart  throughout  this  widely-extended  republic  throb- 
bed with  joy  at  theii^  successes,  with  pain  at  their  re- 
verses. Did  we  at  once  acknowledge  their  independ- 
ence.^ No,  sir;  far  from  it.  The  eloquent  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  then  a  member  of  the  House *of  Rep- 
resentatives, exerted  all  his  powers  in  vain.  The  then 
administration,  wise,  cautious,  just,  could  not  be  in- 
duced to  act  in  the  absence  of  all  information  on  which 
certain  reliance  could  be  placed.  Three  of  our  most 
respectable  citizens  were  deputed  to  ascertain  the  true 
state  of  things;  and  it  was  not  until  their  report  was 
received,  that  that  prudent  administration  recommend- 
ed the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  the  South 
American  republics,  and  the  whole  country  joyfully 
reaponded  to  the  recommendation.  So,  he  should  hope, 
would  be  the  action  of  the  administration  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion.  Let  us  have  information  on  which  we 
may  rely,  not  mere  rumor. 

Gentlemen  had  declared  their  determination  to  sus* 
tain  the  proposition  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mis- 
sissippi, because  they  regarded  it  as  evidencing  the  feel- 
ings and  wishes  of  the  Executive  on  this  subject.  He, 
for  one,  could  not '  consent  that  such  an  impression 
should  go  abroad.  He  had  had  no  communication  with 
tbe  Chief  Ma^:istrate  on  the  subiect;  but  he  felt  confix 
dent  that  the  distinguished  individual  at  the  head  of  the 
Government  was  too  wise  and  too  pnident  to  recom- 
mend premature  action  in  relation  to  a  matter  involving 
consequences  of  the  deepest  importance.  He  should 
have  been  much  gratified  if  it  had  pleased  honorable 
gentlemen  to  have  waited  for  the  development  of  com- 
ing events,  and  not,  upon  tbe  receipt  of  every  rumor,  to 
seize  upon  it  and  press  for  an  immediate  action.  He 
could  not  see  the  necessity  of  referring  these  memori- 
als to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations;  they  had 
not  the  means  of  procuring  any  information  not  already 
in  the  possession  of  the  public.  He  would  have  pre- 
ferred that  these  manifestations  of  public  feeling  shoold 
have  been  received  and  suffered  to  lie  on  the  table  until 
the  proper  period  for  action  should  arrive.  He  would 
not,  however,  oppose  the  motion,  if  gentlemen  contin- 
ued to  press  it;  but  he  trusted  to  the  intelligence  and 
sound  discretion  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations 
to  let  the  matter  slumber  for  the  pvesent,  and  not  rcc 
ommend  any  action,  until  p(9ssesftd  of^the  fullest  in- 
formation, sustaining  the  settled  policy  of  this  Govern- 
nient,  and  becoming  to  the  national  Legislature. 

Mr.  MANGUM  hoped  the  Senate  would  not  send  this 
matter  to  the  committee — not  to  sleep,  for  they  ought  to 
report  something  on  the  subject.  From  the  relation  in 
which  he  stood  as  a  member  of  that  committee  towards 
the  Executive,  he  ought  to  be  cautious  not  to  embarrass 
that  department  of  the  Government;  and  from  local 
causes  it  would  naturally  be  expected  he  should  have 
some  feeling  on  this  subject.  If  he  had,  he  dare  not 
move  in  the  matter  until  the  Executive  moved.  He 
would  not  vote  for  a  reference  of  these,  or  any  other 
proceedings,  to  embarrass  the  executive  department.  Ite 
alluded  to  a  bill  before  another  branch  of  Congress  to 
I  fix  the  boundary  line  between  this  Government  and  the 
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Government  of  Mezicoy  and  they  ought  to  «ct  with  some 
delicacy.    He  knew  he  would  be  denounced  in  a  certain 

Suarter  as  wanting  in  a  due  tense  of  feeling  for  Texas, 
ut  when  Texas  came  up  to  the  standard  of  indepen- 
dence* he  was  prepared  to  act  promptly,  but  was  not 
willing  to  embarrass  the  £xeciitive  upon  mere  newspa- 
per rumor.  He  would  vote  against  the  reference,  on  the 
ground  that  be  was  unwilling  to  take  any  step  until  be 
could  g^o  the  whole  length.  At  present,  there  was  no 
authentic  information  that  there  was  any  Government  iit 
Texas.  He  would  not  yield  that  he  bad  less  sensibility 
than  others  in  behalf  of  Texast  and  being,  unwilling  that 
Uie  committee  should  be  embarrassed  by  this  delicate 
question,  he  would  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  was  of  opinion  that  it  would  add 
more  strength  to  the  cause  of  Texas  .to  wait  for  a  few 
days,  until  they  received  ofBcial  confirmation  of  the  vic- 
tory and  capture  of  Santa  Anna,  in  order  to  obtain  a 
more  unanimous  vote  in  favor  of  the  recognition  of 
Texas.  He  had  been  of  but  one  opinion  from  the  be- 
ginning, that,  so  far  from  Mexico  being  able  to  reduce 
Texas,  there  was  great  danger  of  Mexico  herself  being 
conquered  by  the  I'exans.  The  result  of  one  battle  bad 
placed  the  ruler  of  Mexico  in  the  power  of  the  Texans; 
and  they  were  now  able,  either  to  dictate  what  terms 
they  pleased  to  bim,  or  to  make  terms  with  the  opposi- 
tion in  Mexico. 

.  This  extraordinary  meeting  had  given  a  handful  of 
brave  men  a  most  powerful  control  over  the  destinies  of 
Mexico)  he  trusted  they  woul((  use  their  victory  with 
moderation.  He  had  made  up  his  mind  not  only  to 
recognise  the  independence  of  Texas,  but  for  her  ad- 
mission into  this  Unions  and  if  the  Texans  managed 
their  affairs  prudently,  they  would  soon  be  called 
upon  to  decide  that  question.  No  man  could  suppose 
for  a  moment  that  that  country  could  ever  come  ag^in 
under  the  dominion  of  Mexico;  and  he  was  of  opinion 
that  it  was  not  for  our  interests  that  there  should  be  an 
independent  community  between  us  and  Mexico.  There 
were  powerful  reasons  why  Texas  should  be  a  part  of 
this  Union.  The  southern  States,  owning  a  slave  popu- 
btion,  were  deeply  interested  in  preventmg  that  coun- 
try from  having  the  power  to  annoy  themi  and  the 
navigating  and  manufacturing  interests  of  the  North  and 
Kast  were  equally  interested  in  making  it  a  part  of  this 
Union,  He  thought  they  would  soon  be  called  on  to  de- 
cide these  questions^  and  when  they  did  act  on  it,  he 
was  for  acting  on  both  together^for  recognising  tbe  in- 
dependence of  1  exas,  and  for  admitting  her  mto  the 
Union. 

Thougl)  he  felt  the  deepest  solicitude  on  this  subject, 
be  was  tor  acting  calmly,  deliberately,  and  cautiously,  but 
at  the  same  time  with  decision  and  firmness.  They 
should  not  violate  their  neutrality«  but  when  they  were 
once  satisfied  that  Texas  had  established  a  Government, 
they  should  do  as  they  had  done  in  all  other  similar  cases 
—recognise  her  as  an  independent  nation;  and  if  her 
people,  who  w&re  oisce  citizens  of  this  republic,  wished 
to  come  back  to  us,  he  would  receive  them  with  open 
arms. 

If  events  should  go  on  ss  they  hsd  done,  he  could  not 
but  hope  that  before  the  close  of  the  present  session  of 
Congress,  they  would  not  only  acknowledge  the  inde- 

Eendence  of  Texas,  but  admit  her  into  the  Union.  He 
oped  there  would  be  no  unnecessary  delay,  for  in  such 
cases  delays  were  dangerousi  but  that  they  would  act 
with  unanimity,  and  act  promptly. 

Mr.  BROWN  said  he  would  not  enter  into  tbe  consid- 
eration  of  the  very  important  topics,  on  the  present 
occasion,  which  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  Calrouk]  had  alluded  to,  in  the  course. of  his  re- 
marks, as  to  tbe  position  which  Texas  ought  to  occupy, 
in  relation  to  tbe  United  States,  in  the  event  of  her  suc- 


ceeding in  the  establishment  of  her  iiid«pen4eiice. 
Whether  she  was  to  be  incorporated  into  oor  oonCaclera* 
cy  as  one  of  its  members,  or  vbether  she  wm  to  atead 
in  the  rektion  of  an  independent  sovereignty,  baving  no 
political  connexion  with  us,  as  a  nation,  were  qaeations 
which  wertf  fraught  with  the  moat  important  oonse- 
Quenoes,  and  would,  when  pceaented  for  ddiberatMNi, 
deserve  the  moat  solemn  consideration. 

He  would  proeaed  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  motioQ 
to  refer  the  memorials  in  favor  of  tbe  reoognitMA  oC  ibe 
independence  of  Texas  to  the  Committee  on  ForeigD 
Relations.  We  bad  been  called  on  (said  Mr.  B.)  to  take 
tbb  step,  by  the  advocates  of  the  motion,  oonfeaaedly  on 
the  grounds  of  tbe  propriety  of  an  immediate  aekeovledg* 
ment  of  the  existing  authorities  in  Texas  A  a  Goveremrnt. 
He,  therefore,  should  view  the  motion  as  looking  to  that 
result,  and  as  the  means  by  which  it  was  aoogbt  to  be  ac- 
complished. What,  he  would  ask,  was  the  nature  of  the 
information  on  which  this  important  step  waa  to  be  predi- 
cated? Were  we  in  poasession  of  ibm.  well  avtbenticated 
intelligence,  aa  regaids  the  condition  of  Tesaa^  and  the 
competency  of  its  existing  authorities  lo  mainteiii  them- 
selves against  the  power  of  the  Mexican  Government, 
which  would  authorize  such  a  measure?  Tbcae  were 
important  preliminary  inquiries,  and  should  not  be  re- 
garded aa  settled,  until  we  had  received  more  ocrtain 
and  definite  information  than  we  yet  had  in  eor  pos- 
session. Mr.  B.  eould  not,  he  said,  consider  tbe  effort 
which  was  now  making  bv  honorable  gentlemen  to 
atimulate  action  on  this  subject  by  our  Government,  ia 
any  other  light  than  an  attempt  to  change  practically 
and  radically  the  neutral  and  pacific  character  of  our 
Government,  which  had  long  been  cherished  as  one  of 
its  wisest  and  best  settled  principles  of  policy— •  poficy 
under  tlie  guidance  of  which  we  Imd  grown,  and 
strengthened,  and  become  powerful  at  home  mid  re- 
specuble  abroad.  He,  for  one,  was  not  willing  to  ex- 
change a  policy  which  had  prodoeed  such  rich  and 
valu&le  fruits,  for  one  of  novel  experiment  and  of  un- 
cerUin  issue.  He  could  not  yiekl  bis  judgment  to  the 
enthusiastic  appeals  which  had  been  made  to  ear  empa- 
thies on  this  occasion.  He  trusted  that  be,  too,  felt  a 
becoming  and  proper  sympathy  for  those  in  every  olioie, 
and  in  every  country,  who  were  engaged  in  a  straggle 
for  liberty  a^inst  arbitrary  power.  But  there  was  a 
sympathy  which  he  owed  in  another  quarter,  and  which 
he  acknowledged  he  lelt  in  tU  full  extent— higber, 
stronger,  and  of  more  sacred  obligation  than  that  which 
had  been  on  the  present  occasion  claimed  of  us.  It 
was  a  sympathy  for  the  preservation  of  oar  nationml 
character,  for  justice,  and  for  the  preservation  of  our 
own  free  institutions.  Such  was  the  ardent  anxiety  and 
solicitude  that  he  felt  for  tlie  success  of  our  own  great 
and  hitherto  eminently  successful  experiment  in  aelf- 
p;overnment,  that  he  believed  we  shouhl  not  only  be  do- 
ing great  injustice  to  our  own  country,  but  to  the  cause 
of  liberty  everywhere,  by  embarking  our  Government, 
which  was  the  best  and  brightest  hope  of  the  friends  of 
civil  liberty,  in  schemes,  if  not  dangerous,  toaay  tbe  least 
of  them,  iniudicious  and  precipitate.  Mr.  B.  thought  he 
could  see,  m  the  considerations  to  which  be  had  advert- 
ed,  reasons  at  least  as  strong,  and  motives  aa  powerful, 
to  call  forth  our  patriotic  sympathies,  and  to  afford  us  «a 
ample  occasion  for  their  exercise,  as  any  which  bad  beea 
urged  on  the  other  side. 

It  bad  repeatedly  (snid  Mr.  B.)  been  charged  against 
republics,  by  the  sdvocates  of  power,  that  they  were  too 
much  governed  by  a  spirit  of  conquest,  and  had  often 
endeavored  to  aggrandize  themselves 'at  the  expense  of 
other  nations,  disregarding  the  principles  of  justice.  He 
believed  the  charge  unfounded,  and  tnistod  that  tbe 
United  States  would  continue,  as  they  had  berettrfbre 
done,  to  afford  an  excmpltficalion  of  the  tnithj  that  a 
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tepublfcan  GoTernment  can  not  onljr  act  with  justice  and 
moderaUoo  towards  other  nations,  but  that  it  can  pr«- 
acrte  a  character  for  those  elevated  national  virtu es, 
placing  it  In  honorable  contrast  with  the  selfish  and  ar- 
bitrary examples  too  often  set  by  Qovernsnents  of  a  dtf» 
ferent  form* 

Mr.  B.  aaid  that  generous  as  the  enthusiasm  was  which 
had  been  expressed  on  this  occasion  in  behalf  of  Texas, 
and  disiiil^rested  aa  the  motives  doubtless  were,  altef^ed 
in  favor  of  the  propoted  departure  from  our  neutrahty, 
(for  midtk  be  ahould  regard  a  recognition  of  the  indepen- 
dence of  Texas  at  present,)  did  gentlemen  believe  that 
the  flfaarp-aighted  diplomacy  of  foreign  nations  would 
not  suspect  us  of  some  disposition  to  aggrandize  ourselves 
at  the  expense  of  a  weaker  neighbor,  and  of  impaOence 
to  piani  our  eagles  on  a  foreign  soil? 

He  regarded  our  national  character  as  worth  infinitely 
more  thmn  all  the  territorial  possessions  of  Mexico,  her 
wealth,  or  the  wealth  of  all  other  nations  added  together. 
We  ^Mseopied  a  standing  among  the'  nations  of  the  earth, 
of  whicli  we  might  well  be  proud,  and  which  we  ought 
not  to  permit  to  be  tarnished.  We  have,  said  Mr.  B., 
arrived  at  that  period  of  our  history,  as  a  nation,  when  it 
behooves  us  to  act  with  the  g^atest  wisdom  and  circum- 
spection. But  a  few  years  since,  as  a  nation,  we  were 
comparmtively  in  a  state  of  inftmcyt  we  were  now,  in  the 
oonfidenee  of  youth,  and  with  the  buoyancy  of  spirit  in- 
cident to  this  period  of  our  existence  as  a  nation,  about 
to  enter  on  "  man's  estate."  Powerful  in  resources, 
and  conscious  of  our  strength,  let  us  not  forget  the 
sacred  c^Kgations  of  justice  and  good  faith,  which  form 
the  indispensable  basis  of  a  nation's  charactei^-greatness 
snd  freedom;  and  without  which,  no  people  could  long 
preserve  the  blessings  of  selff  overnment.  Republican 
government  waa  based  on  the  principles  of  justice;  and 
for  it  to  be  adminlsteted  on  any  other,  either  in  its 
foreign  or  domestic  affairs,  was  to  undermine  its  found- 
ation and  to  hasten  its  overthrow. 

Mr.  B.  aaid  that  the  peaceable  acquisition  of  Texas  by 
purchaee,  was  a  question  which  might  well  merit  the 
consideration  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States; 
but  any  step  which  looked,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
to  obtaining  possession  of  it  in  any  other  way,  or  which 
would  commit  us  to  take  part  in  the  contest  in  which  it 
was  at  present  engaged,  ought,  in  his  opinion,  to  be 
steadily  sesisted.  If,  in  the  existing  eondition  of  things, 
we  acknowledge  her  independence,  it  would  become 
not  only  a  matter  of  pride,  but  somewhat  of  obligation 
on  our  part,  fo  maintain  it  by  military  force;  an  extremity 
on  which  gentlemen  ought  to  pause,  before  they  were 
prepared  to  precipitate  the  country  improvidently  into. 

K,  said  Mr.  B. ,  we  shall  receive  unquestionable  infor- 
ntation  that  Texas  can  maintain  her  iodependence  against 
the  authority  of  the  Mexican  Government,  none  would 
be  more  wiHing  to  see  her  recognised  as  a  free  and  in- 
dependent State  than  himself;  but,  until  then,  we  owed  it 
to  cur  character  as  a  nation,  to  our  love  of  justice  and 
modesation,  and  to  our  republican  form  of  govemnient, 
to  do  nothing  which  would  compromK  the  one  or  en- 
danger the  other. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  the  arguments  made  by  some 
Senators  were  calculated  to  place  him  in  a  position  which 
he  had  not  occupied,  and  demanded  a  reply.  Honorable 
Senatora  had  spoken  as  though  he  (Mr.  W.)  had  nude 
some  proposition  to  dismember  Mexico,  to  violate  the 
laith  of  treaties,  and  tarnish  the  national  honor.  Mr.  W. 
had  made  no  such  proposition.  He  ssid  he  would 
violate  no  treaty;  he  would  never  desire  to  tarnish  the 
national  honor,  or  sully  a  smgle  star  that  beams  in  the 
banner  of  the  Union.  The  question  is  to  inquire, 
throagh  the  appropriate  committee,  Into  the  existence 
of  a  Govemnnent  ds  fa€U>  in  TIexas.  The  sole  ques- 
tion is,  has  a  revolution  bcctt  effected  in  Texas?    Has 


the  Mexican  Government  been  overthrown  there?  And 
whether  this  revolution,  as  in  the  present  case,  in  a 
single  campaign,  or  as  in  the  three  days  at  Paris,  has 
been  effected,  leaves  the  question  unchanged.  &Ir.  W« 
would  desire  to  call  back  honorable  gentlemen  from  the 
fields  of  speculation  into  which  they  bad  wandered,  and 
ask  them  to  meet  the  question  now  proposed — whether 
the  Senate  ought  not  to  inquire  into  the  fsct  of  the 
existence  of  a  (government  de  faeio  in  Texas?  If  in 
Texas  there  be  a  successful  Government  in  operation* 
then  we  shall  violate  the  fundamental  principle  of  the 
law  of  nations,  if  we  continue  to  recognise  the  existence 
of  the  Mexican  authority  in  a  country  from  which  it  baa 
been  expelled.  But  the  recognition,  it  is  said,  should 
come  from  the  Executive,  or  upon  his  suggestion.  Had 
the  President  proceeded  to  recognise  the  independence 
of  Texas,  or  to  dictate  our  course  here  on  this  subject^ 
some  of  those  very  Senators  who  object  to  my  motion 
would  have  at  once  denounced,  aa  a  usurpation,  such  a 
course  upon  the  part  of  the  Executive.  But  the  Senate 
has  a  right  to  act  on  this  subject,  not  only  as  a  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  but  as  a  branch  of  the  executive  depart- 
ment, in  controlling  our  foreign  relations.  No  treaty 
can  be  made  with  any  foreign  Power,  no  envoy  accred- 
ited there,  but  through  the  direct  action  of  the  Senate, 
as  a  branch  of  the  executive  department  ?  and  it  is  there- 
fore  peculiarly  appropriate  that  the  proposed  inquiry 
should  commence  here.  But  we  are  told  the  proposed 
inquiry  is  indelicate,  undf  r  existing  circumstances.  In- 
delicate to  whom?  To  Santa  Anna,  the  captive  chief  of 
the  Mexican  Government?  Mr.  W.  said  that,  to  his  mind^ 
such  an  idea  was  irresistibly  ludicrous.  When  our  illus* 
triouS  Franklin  presented  his  credentials 'as  the  first 
American  ambassador  to  France,  did  we  think  it  indeli* 
cate  to  send  such  an  envoy  on  such  an  embassy  ?  And 
when  the  young  Franklins  from  Texas  shall  present 
their  credentials,  as  they  may  already  have  done,  on  a 
similar  embassy,  shall  we  be  told  that  the  inquiry  is  in* 
delicate,  whether  they  do  in  fact  represent  a  Government 
de  fado  or  not?  But  if  the  inquiry  is  indelicate  on  our 
part,  would  it  not  be  much  more  so  on  the  part  of  the 
Executive — brought  heretofore,  and  perhaps  at  the 
present  moment,  into  actual  conferences  wKh  the  minis- 
ter of  Santa  Anna'  There  was  another  strong  reason 
for  immediate  action.  The  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
had  stated  that  a  foreign  Power  was  endeavoring  to 
obtain  a  cession  of  Texas  from  Mexico.  If  Mexico  could 
ever  cede  TeXas  to  that  foreign  Power,  now  would  be  . 
the  moment.  If  she  made  such  cession  when  we  refused 
even  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  recognising  the  in- 
dependence of  Texas,  might  not  Mexico^  and  such  foreign 
Power  to  whom  Texas  was  ceded,  then  decUre  her 
independence,  because  we  sliall  have  considered  the 
Mexican  Power  as  the  lawful  Government  of  Texas? 
This  circumstance  alone  demanded  immediate  action. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs.  PRESTON, 
CALHOUN,  and  MANGUM, 

Mr.  RIVES  concurred  in  the  necessity  of  caution* 
This  Government  should  act  with  moderation,  calmness, 
and  dignity;  and  because  he  wished  the  Senate  shoiild 
act  with  that  becoming  moderation,  calmness,  and  dig- 
nity, which  ought  to  characterize  its  deliberations  on  in- 
ternational subjects,  it  was  his  wish  that  the  subject 
might  be  referred.  If  it  was  post)>oned,  it  would 
come  up  again  for  discussion  from  morning  to  morning, 
to  the  exclusion  of  most  of  the  business  of  the  Senate, 
as  there  waa  nothing  to  prevent  the  presentation  of 
petitions  every. morning,  to  excite  discussion.  It  was 
ifbr  the  purpose  of  avoiding  these  discussions,  that  he 
should  vote  to  refer  it  at  once  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations.  A  prominent  member  of  that  com- 
mittee had  been  long  and  intimately  acauainted  with 
the  subject  of  our  foreign  relations,  and  there  were 
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membera  on  it  representing  all  the  diflTerent  sections  of 
the  country,  to  whose  charge  he  believed  the  subject 
could  be  safely  committed.  It  would  seem,  from  iht 
course  of  debate  this  morning,  that  gentlemen  supposed 
the  question  of  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of 
Texas,  or  its  admission  into  this  Union,  was  directly  be- 
fore the  Senate;  and  some  gentlemen  had  volunteered 
tbetr  opinions  in  advance  of  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee. He  did  not  vote  to  refer  it  to  the  committee  to  re- 
ceive its  quietus,  but  that  they  might  give  their  view) 
upon  it;  nor  did  he  feel  as  if  he  were  called  upon  to  ex- 
press an  opinion  upon  the  propriety  of  the  measure.  It 
was  strange  that  Senators,  who  stated  that  their  opinions 
were  made  up,  should  oppose  the  reference. 

Mr.  CALHOON  explained.  He  stated  that  he  was 
not  prepared  now  to  take  either  course  that  he  had  sug- 
gested. But  he  said  that  the  questions,  both  of  the  re- 
cognition of  Texas,  and  her  incorporation  into  the  Union, 
would  soon  be  brought  before  them.  He  stated  that 
the  Texans,  having  the  power,  could  make  good  terms 
with  Santa  Anna,  or  with  the  opposing  party  in  Mexico; 
and  that  if  they  acted  with  prudence.  Congress  would 
soon  be  called  upon  to  decide  whether  they  should  be 
incorporated  into  the  Union.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, he  presumed,  would  not  oppose  this.  He  was  not 
so  prudent  as  to  wait  fur  the  opinion  of  the  committee. 
He  bad  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  committee,  but,  hav- 
in|^  made  up  his  mind  long  ago,  he  did  not  rely  on  the 
opinions  of  any  one.  It  was  not  that  he  considered 
action  to  be  now  premature,  but  because  he  desired  to 
see  a  greater  unanimity  of  opinion,  that  he  wished  this 
matter  delayed. 

Mr.  RIVBS  was  under  the  impression,  without  being 
able  to  recall  to  his  mind  particularly  who  the  individual 
Senators  were,  that  other  gentlemen  hsd  so  expressed 
themselves.  He  held  it  to  be  entirely  premature,  in 
any  Senator,  in  cases  of  reference,  to  express  an  opin- 
ion in  advance.  The  committee  would  be  governed 
by  all  proper  and  patriotic  feelings,  in  their  deliberations 
upon  the  subject,  and  report  to  the  Senate  their  views 
up|on  it  in  detail,  based  upon  authentic  information  re- 
ceived from  all  the  sources  within  their  reach.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  discussion  of  all  preliminary  questions, 
without  having  well  authenticated  facts  before  them, 
gave  rise  to  excited  feelings.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Calhoun]  had  stated  his  feelings 
as  a  southern  man. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  explained.  He  stated  that  sll  parts 
of  the  Union,  the  manufacturing,  navigating,  and  com- 
mercial interests,  were  all  equally  interested  in  the  in- 
dependence of  Texas. 

Mr.  RIVES  repeated  that  it  was  for  the  purpose  of 
avoiding  these  excited  feelings  and  discussions,  that  he 
was  in  favor  of  the  reference.  Th%^  all  knew  the  in- 
terest felt  in  relation  to  this  Government.  Ue  did  not 
conceive  that  voting  for  a  reference,  committed  any 
one.  Uld  any  gentleman,  when  he  voted  for  the  re- 
ference of  a  particuUr  claim  to  a  committee,  consider 
himself  bound  to. vote  for  that  claim?  Certainly  not. 
He  hoped  every  Senator  would  acquiesce  in  the  refer- 
ence; and  in  all  probability,  in  a  short  time,  they  would 
have  placed  in  their  hands  such  information  of  an  offi- 
cial character  as  would  enable  them  to  act  with  unani- 
mity, and  perhaps  even  without  discussion. 

Mr.  President,  when  Santa  Anna  descended  upon 
Texas,  like  Hyder  All  on  the  plains  of  the  Carnatie, 
spreading  destruction  and  desolation  before  him;  when 
he  stormed  the  Alamo,  and  put  its  noble  and  devoted 
defenders  to  the  sword;  when  Colonel  Fannin,  who, 
after  fighting  gallantly  an  overwhelming  force  of  his 
enemies,  was  seduced  into  an  honorable  capitulation; 
when  this  capitulation  was  basely  and  treacherously  vio- 
lated, and  his  followers  assassinated;  yrhen  property  was 


plundered  and  laid  waste;  when  women  and  childmi 
were  seen  flying  to  the  swamps,  forests,  and  cane-brakes, 
for  shelter  and  protection  against  the  power  of  these 
ruthless  invaders;  then,  in  Hie  hour  of  their  dsrkest 
hopes,  I  Was  willing  to  vote  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
independence  of  Texas,  because  at  that  moment  it  would 
have  served  their  cause  a  good  purpose.  But  now,  sir, 
the  scene  is  changed;  they  have  met  their  proud  and 
vainglorious  enemies,  and  completely  triumphed;  they 
have  trampled  tbeir  enemies  in  the  dust,  and  worked 
out  their  own  salvation.  Texas  is  independent,  and  it 
matters  but  little  whether  we  now  pass  through  the  forms 
of  admittinij^  it  or  not.  She  is  too  prosperous  for  me  to 
take  much  mterest  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  he  had  in  his  possesaon  a 
memorial  from  citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 
delphia, urging  Congress  to  recognise  the  independence 
of  Texas,  which  he  intended  to  present  to  the  Senate  as 
soon  as  an  opportunity  should  ofier.  After  much  delib- 
eration,  he  had  determined  to  move  its  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations;  believing  that,  under 
existing  circumstances,  this  was  the  moat  proper  dispo- 
sition which  could  be  made  of  these  memorials. 

Mr.  B.  entirely  concurred  in  the  riews  which  had 
been  presented  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Rivss.]  A  reference  of  these  memorials  to  thai  com- 
mittee committed  nobody.  It  left  the  future  course  of 
every  Senator  as  free  as  it  had  been  before.  Such  a 
vote  did  not,  tn  itself,  imply  either  that  we  favored  or 
that  we  opposed  the  recognition  of  Texan  indepen- 
dence. No  inference  could  be  fairly  drawn  from  it,  ex- 
cept that  we  deemed  the  subject  of  sufficient  importance 
to  justify  an  Inquiry.  Could  any  Senator  deny  this 
proposition?  It  might  be,  though  he  confessed  he 
thought  it  highly  improbable,  that  the  committee  would 
fhel  themselves  bound  to  determine  against  the  cause  of 
Texas,  and  against  the  ardent  wishes  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  In  that  event,  it  would  become  the  duty 
of  the  committee  to  endeavor  to  tranquillize  the  countr}', 
and  to  satisfy  the  public  that  this  view  of  the  subject 
was  correct.  The  simple  reference  of  these  memorials 
was  the  best  mode  of  getting  clear  of  the  subject  for  the 
present;  and  for  these  reasons,  if  he  had  no  other,  he 
should  vote  for  it.  He  did  not  believe  that,  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  war  between  Mexico  and  Texas  the 
most  jealous  minister  ever  sent  from  old  Spain  or  Mexico 
would  have  any  cause  to  complain  of  the  mere  reference 
of  these  memorials  to  a  committee  of  the  Senate. 

But,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  should  not  do  justice  either  to 
his  feelings  or  his  judgment,  if  he  were  to  place  his  vote 
upon  these  considerations  alone.  When  he  had  last  ad- 
dressed the  Senate  upon  this  subject,  the  civil  war  was 
still  raging  in  Texas,  and  the  result  of  the  conflict  vy 
still  invnlvfsd  in  doubt.  It  would  then  have  been  a  vio- 
lation of  the  established  principles  of  our  policy  to  in- 
stitute an  inquiry  whether  we  should  recognise  its  inde- 
pendence. From  these  principles,  whatever  might  be 
his  feelings  as  a  man,  he  should  never  depart  as  an 
American  Senator.  But  since  that  time,  the  aspect  of 
affairs  had  materially  changed.  Although. he  was  not 
of  a  credulous  or  sanguine  disposition,  yet  the  sources 
of  our  information  were  so  numerous,  and  of  such  a  re- 
spectable character,  that  he  now  believed  the  dominion 
of  Mexico  over  Texas  was  gone  forever.  For  this  be 
thanked  his  God.  Its  mountains  and  its  fertile  plaiiu 
were  destined  to  sustain  millions  of  American  freemen 
i n  the  enj  oy ment  of  American  li berty.  W hatever  strug- 
gles the  patriots  of  Texas  might  yet  be  compelled  to  make 
in  the  sacred  cause  of  liberty,  of  one  thing  he  felt  cer- 
Uin>-that  they  would  be  finally  triumphant.  But  would 
they  use  their  victory  aa  wisely  as  it  had  been  bravely 
won?  This  was  a  question  on  which  we  should  soon  be 
able  to  form  an  opinion.    Before  we  could  acknowleo^e 
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their  independence,  we  must  be  satisfied  that  they  had 
orjmnized  and  established  a  Government  de  fado^  and 
were  actually  independent.  When  these  facta  were 
clearly  proved,  we  sbouUl  then  owe  it  to  ourselves— we 
should  owe  it  to  the  feellng^s  of  the  American  people — 
to  exhibit  an  alacrity  In  declaring  them  independent, 
On  this  subject  we  should  manifest  no  tardiness  nor 
cold  delay;  but,  until  that  time  should  arrive,  we  must 
be  faithful  to  our  principles,  and  to  our  duties  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  great  family  of  nations. 

A  habit  seemed  to  be  growing  in  this  body,  of  attrib- 
otin^  to  the  opinions  of  Senators  on  this  floor,  who  were 
known  to  be  friendly  to  the  present  administration,  a 
meaning  beyond  what  could  be  fairly  inferred  from  tlieir 
expressions,  and  thus  attempting  to  commit  the  Ezecu* 
tive.  Thia  had  been  done  in  the  course  of  the  present 
debate.  He  protested  against  the  justice  of  any  such 
inference.  What  he  Iiad  said  upon  the  present  occasion 
were  his  own  opinions,  for  which  he  was  individually 
responsible,  without  any  reference  whatever  to  those 
which  might  be  entertained  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  He  trusted  that,  without  further  debate 
or  delay,  these  memoriala  might  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee, and  we  might  thus  have  a  breathing  spell  from 
tbts  subject,  to  attend  to  the  other  important  business 
which  was  now  pressing  upon  us. 

Alter  some  further  observations  from  Mr.  PRES* 
TON, 

The  several  rnemorials  were  then  referited  to  the 
Cominittee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

FORTIFICATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUBBARD,  the  fortification  bill 
wai  laid  on  the  table  until  to-morrow. 

RESCINDING  RESOLUTION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  the  rescinding  resolution, 
v/hich  came  up  as  the  special  order,  was  postponed,  and 
nt&de  the  special  order  for  Thursday,  after  some  re- 
narks  from 

Mr.  HILL,  who  expressed  a  wish  to  speak  on  the 
subject  before  he  lefl  the  Senate,  which  he  proposed  to 
do  at  the  end  of  this  week,  or  the  beginning  of  the  next. 

Hr.  HUBBARD  offered  a  resolution,  setting  apart 
Friday  and  Saturday  of  every  week  for  the  considera- 
tion of  private  bills,  and  asked  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution;  but  an  objection  was  made,  and  the  resolu- 
tion lies  over. 

The  special  orders  were  then  postponed  until  to-mor- 
row, for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  general  orders. 

The  resolution  offered  some  time  ago  by  Mr.  Uub- 
BASD,  concerning  the  incorporation  of  banks  in  Florida, 
wag  taken  up,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio, 
with  the  consent  of  the  mover,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
niittee  on  Finance. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

TvssDAT,  Mat  24. 
ALABAMA.  . 

.  Mr.  RING,  of  Alabama,  stated  that  he  had  received 
information,  on  which  the  most  perfect  reliance  could  be 
placed,  that  a  great  number  of  individuals  had  been  dri- 
ven from  their  homes  on  the  Alabama  side  of  the  Chatta- 
noochie  river,  by  the  hostile  Creek  Indians,  many  of 
tnem  having  families,  being  deprived  of  their  all,  and 
baving  no  means  of  sustaining  themselves  until  the  In- 
dians can  be  put  down,  and  the  country  restored  to  a 
*tate  of  peace  and  quiet.  It  was  not  necessary,  Mr.  K. 
taid,  to  dwell  on  the  soenes  of  affliction  which  were  now 
Witnessed  in  that  unhappy  country i  all  they  could  now 
^0  was,  to  extend  to  them  such  assistance  as  would  ena- 
ble these  unfortunate  people  to  sustain  nature  until  their 
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country  could  be  restored  to  a  state  of  peace  and  quiet, 
and  they  reinstated  in  their  homes.  He  therefore  asked 
leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution,  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  rations  to  be  is- 
sued from  the  public  stores  to  supply,  for  the  present, 
those  sufferers  who  have  not  the  means  of  sustaining 
themselves  and  families. 

He  hoped  that  the  resolution  would  be  received  by 
unanimous  consent;  and  that  the  rule  of  the  Senate,  re- 
quiring one  day's  previous  notice,  would  be  dispensed 
with.  In  a  case  of  this  nature,  Mr.  K.  said,  that  even 
one  day  was  of  importance. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 
be  eng^ssed  for  a  third  reading. 

[At  a  subsequent  part  of  the  day,  the  above  resolu* 
tion  having  been  reported  correctly  engrossed,  was,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  K.,  and  by  unanimous  consent,  read  the 
third  time  and  pas^d.] 

PRIVATE  BUSINESS. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Hubbard,' 
of  New  Hampshire,  setting  apart  Fridays  and  Saturdays 
for  the  exclusive  consideration  of  private  bills  and  pri- 
vate business,  was  taken  up  and  discussed. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  called  tor  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  NAUDAIN  moved  to  strike  out  Friday,  and  the 
amendment  was  accepted  by  the  mover,  as  a  modifica- 
tion of  his  resolution. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table:  Teas  16,  nays  17. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution:  Ayes  16,  noes  17. 

So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  a  resolution  lying  on  the 
table,  that  the  Senate  hereafter  meet  at  eleven  o'clock, 
daily,  instead  of  twelve;  which  was  agreed  to. 

FORTIFICATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUBBARD,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  bill  making  appropriations  lor  the  erec- 
tion of  fortifications,  purchase  of  sites.  Sec. 

The  question  being  to  strike  out  the  appropriation  as 
it  stands  for  the  fortifications  in  Portsmouth  harbor,  and 
inserting  $150,000  per  annum,  for  two  years- 
Mr.  HUBBARD  rose  and  addressed  the  Chair,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  President:  At  this  late  period  of  the  session,  it 
may  fairly  be  presumed  that  every  subject  connected 
with  the  legislative  proceedings  uf  Congress  has  been 
so  thoroughly  examined,  so  faithfully  considered,  and 
so  well  matured,  that  every  member  of  the  Senate  ia 
prepared  for  action;  and  that  discussion,  if  not  unac- 
ceptable, would  seem  to  be  wholly  unnecessary.     I  am 
fully  sensible  of  the  truth  of  this  sentiment,  and  I  can 
assure  the  Senate  that  no  man  more  deeply  regrets  than 
myself  the  necessity  imposed  upon  me  to  present  my 
views  upon  the  immediate  question  before  the  Senate. 
If  the  honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Prbstoit]  had  not  expressly  intimated  that  he  ahould 
renew  his  motion  to  strike  from  the  bill  the  appropria- 
tion for  a  fortification  at  Portamouth,  I  would  not  trou- 
ble the  Senate  with  one  single  remark;  but,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, coming  as  I  do  from  New  Hampshire,  and  being 
entirely  sensible  of  the  importance  of  the  proposed  for- 
tification near  the  mouth  of  the  Piscataqua,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  public  and  private  property  in  time  of  war, 
and  for  the  better  security  of  an  enterprising,  inteUi- 
gent,  and  patriotic  population  in  that  immediate  vicinity, 
I  should  be  deaf  to  the  call  of  duty,  I  should  be  faithless 
to  the  interests  of  my  constituents,  if  I  should  remain  si« 
lent;  if  I  should  faiKto  present  to  the  Senate  the  facts 
within  my  own  knowledge,  and  which  facts  cannot  be 
presumed  to  be  within  the  knowledge  of  all  the  Sena- 
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tors;  ifl  should  Tail  to  urge  stich  general  considera- 
llons,  \vhich  ought  to,  and  which  I  trust  will,  induce  the 
Senate  to  retain  this  appropriation  in  the  bill;  and  that, 
should  any  appropriation  be  made  for  the  following 
year,  the  particular  amendment  presented  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri,  proposing  a  like  appropriation  for 
1837,  will  be  adopted.  I  must,  therefore,  ask  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  Senate  for  a  few  minutes,  with  the  view 
to  show  the  fitness,  the  propriety,  the  urgent  necessity, 
of  erecting  a  fortification  at  the  mouth  of  the  Piscataqua, 
near  the  harbor  of  Portsmouth. 

In  the  first  place,  Mr.  President,  we  are  relieved  from 
all  constitutional  difficulties  in  making  appropriations 
for  objects  of  this  character.  They  are  objects  so  in- 
timately connected  with  the  general  defence  and  per- 
manent security  of  the  country,  so  essentially  neces«>ary 
to  the  security  of  public  property,  that  there  is  no  doubt 
of  the  constitutional  authority  of  Congress  oyer  the  sub- 
ject 

It  is  not  only  within  our  power,  but  I  hold  it  to  be  oar 
boundcn  duty,  <<to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfare  of  the  United  States."  So  strong  and 
so  general  was  this  sentiment,  that  in  1790,  immediately 
after  the  adoption  of  the  present  form  of  government, 
General  Washington,  in  nh  message  to  Congress,  re- 
marked that  "among  the  many  interesting  objects  which 
will  engage  your  attention,  that  of  providing  for  the 
common  defence  will  merit  particular  regard.  To  be 
prepared  for  war,  is  one  of  the  most  effectual  means  of 
preserving  peace."  In  1791  the  same  distinguished 
patriot  again  called  the  attention  of  Congress  to  tne  sub- 
ject, by  remarking  **that  the  fortification  of  such  places 
as  are  peculiarly  important  and  vulnerable  naturally  pre- 
sent themselves  to  your  consideration." 

"  The  safety  of  the  United  States,  under  Divine  pro- 
tection, ought  to  rest  on  the  basis  of  systematic  and  solid 
arrangement,  exposed  as  little  as  possible  to  the  hazard 
of  fortuitous  circumstances."  In  1794  Washington  com- 
municated that,  <'  as  auxiliary  to  the  state  of  our  de- 
fence, to  which  Congress  can  never  too  frequently  recur, 
thejr  will  not  omit  to  inquire  whether  the  fortifications 
which  have  been  already  licensed  by  law  be  commensu- 
rate with  our  exigencies."  And,  in  his  farewell  address, 
he  urged  upon  the  people  to  bear  in  mind  *'  that  timely 
disbursements  to  prepare  for  danger  frequently  prevent 
much  greater  disbursements  to  repel  it."  Such  were 
the  sentiments  of  the  Father  of  his  Country,  and  such 
have  been  the  sentiments  of  the  most  distinguished  pa- 
triots of  our  republic.'  Such  has  been  the  favorite  doc- 
trine of  every  administration,  with  perhaps  a  single  ex- 
ception, from  the  formation  of  the  Government  to  the 
present  period.  As  a  means  of  defence,  fortifications 
will  continue  to  be  regarded  as  of  primary  importance; 
and  in  the  language  of  the  Secretai7  of  War,  as  used  in 
his  able  and  acceptable  report,  ••  It  is  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  afford  adequate  protection  to  the  sea- 
coast— a  subject  of  paramount  obligation;  and  that  we 
are  called  upon  by  every  consideration  of  policy  to  push 
the  necessary  arrangements  as  rapidly  as  the  circum- 
stances of  the  country  and  the  proper  execution  of  the 
work  will  allow."  "Every  town  large  enough  to  tempt 
the  cupidity  of  an  enemy  should  be  defended  by  works 
Axed  or  floating,  suited  to  its  locSl  position,  and  suffi- 
ciently extensive  to  resist  such  attempt  as  would  proba- 
bly be  made  against  it."  This,  sir,  is  my  text,  and  this 
my  doctrine.  Whatever  may  be  our  reliance  upon  the 
efficiencjr  of  our  army  in  time  of  war;  whatever  may  be 
our  confidence  in  the  energies  of  our  navy  in  the  day  of 
danger;  yet  it  will  not  be  denied  that  fortifications,  well 
manned  and  well  armed,  are  indispensably  necessary  for 
affording  adequate  and  proper  protection  to  our  princi- 
pal harbors  and  towns  upon  our  maritime  frontier.  In 
DO  other  mode  or  manner  can  the  population  and  prop- 


erty at  particular  points  be  so  well  defended  and  so 
securely  preserved.  It  is,  then,  the  voice  of  wisdom 
and  of  prudence,  the  dictate  of  sound  policy  and  econ- 
omy, to  continue  the  system  of  fortifications — of  pro- 
tecting our  maritime  frontier,  by  the  erection,  st  m- 
portant  an  J  vulnerable  points  npon  the  coast^  of  penni- 
nent  and  enduring  fortresses.  I  believe  this  to  be  the 
prevailing  sentiment  of  our  country;  and  in  this  day  of 
our  prosperity,  in  the  abundance  of  our  means,  we  ought 
to  make  liberal  appropriations  for  objectsof  general  de- 
fence and  permanent  protection. 

It  cannot  be  controverted  that  some  of  our  most  im- 
portant harbors,  some  of  our  principal  towns  and  cities, 
some  of  our  most  valuable  navy  yards  and  naval  depotii 
upon  our  maritime  frontier,  are  at  this  moment  entirely 
defenceless;  so  exposed  to  attack  that«  in  the  event  of  s 
war,  they  would  have  to  rely  for  their  security  upon  the 
forbearance  of  the  enemy.  This  is  literally  true  with 
reference  to  the  whole  extent  of  our  maritime  frontier 
within  the  limits  of  New  England,  it  is  not  my  purpose 
to  speak  of  any  other  point  except  the  harbor  of  Ports 
mouth,  which  ref^uires  at  the  hands  of  the  Government 
better  protection,  security,  and  defence.  I  leave  other 
places  to  the  care  of  other  Senators  better  able  than  my- 
self to  look  after  their  interests.  I  am  free  to  admit 
that  the  opposition  to  this  particular  bill,  as  now  roodr 
fied,  has  greatly  surprised  me,  af^er  the  expression  of 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Senate  upon  the  subject 
of  public  defence,  and  of  the  duly  of  Congress  to  make 
appropriations  with  reference  to  that  aubject. 
'  After  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  in  the  early  part  of  the  session,  propoaiDfr 
to  make  appropriations  for  the  permanent  security  or 
the  country,  I  could  not  but  regard  it,  in  aome  degree, 
as  a  pledge  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  to  give  '*  their 
support  to  auch  legislative  measures  as  shall  hsve  for 
their  object  the  accomplishment  of  these  great  pur- 
poses." I  could  not  have  anticipated  such  an  oppo&i* 
tion  as  is  made  to  this  bill.  It  has  not  been  urged,  from 
the  commencement  of  the  debate  to  the  present  time* 
and  he  believed  that  it  was  not  even  pretended  by  any 
one,  Uiat  fortifications  were  not  necessary,  and  were  not 
required  by  every  consideration  of  public  policy,  at  the 
various  points  named  in  the  bill.  It  seemed  to  be  dis- 
tinctly admitted,  that  a  proper  regard  to  public  and  to 
private  security  called  upon  Congress  to  erect  adequ&if 
fortifications  at  the  several  places  designated  in  tbe  biH 
before  the  Senate.  And  yet  the  bill  was  opposed'-stren- 
uously  and  resolutely  opposed.  He  would,  there for^ 
attempt  to  show  that  the  oppontion  to  the  appropriaiit^n 
for  a  work  of  defence  near  Portsmouth  was  altoj^ether 
unreasonable;  and  that  the  facts  which  he  would  pn*- 
sent  to  tbe  consideration  of  the  Senate  would,  he  be- 
lieved, demonstrate  tbe  propriety,  tbe  peculiar  fitness, 
the  absolute  necessity,  ot  fortifying  this  particular  point 
upon  our  maritime  frontier. 

The  bill  proposes  to  appropriate  for  this  yearooe 
hundred  and  fiUy  thousand  dollars  to  this  object;  and 
the  amendment  now  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri continues  tbe  same  amount  of  appropriation  for  the 
year  1837.  The  immediate  questions  presented  to  tiie 
Senate  are— 

Ist.  Would  a  fortification  at  the  mouth  of  the  Piscata- 
qua river,  under  existing  circumstances,  be  necessary^ 

2d.  Would  it  be  practicable? 

3d.  Would  the  cost  of  its  erection  be  extravagant^ 

4th.  Would^  its  importance  justify  its  probable  ex- 
pense } 

Certain  the  fact  is,  that,  at  this  time,  there  are  at 
that  place  nu  fortifications,  worthy  of  the  name.  Fort 
Constitution,  on  New  Castle  island,  and  Fort  McCleary, 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  are  both  in  a  ruinous 
condition.    The  other  works  of  defence  which  wer« 
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built  durini^  the  last  war,  near  the  harbor  of  Portamouth^ 
and  for  its  protection,  were  designed  as  merely  tempo- 
rary in  their  character,  and  at  the  close  of  that  contest 
were  suffered  to  g>o  to  ruin.  It  may  then  be  stated,  as  a 
truth,  that  the  only  seaport  town  within  the  limits  of  New 
Hampshire  is,  at  this  time,  utterly  defenceless;  that,  in 
the  event  of  a  war,  if  our  difficulties  had  not  been  ar- 
ran^d,  if  actual  hostilities  had  resulted  from  recent 
collisions  with  our  ancient  ally,  there  is  no  work  of  pro- 
tection, either  on  the  Maine  or  the  New  Hampshire  side 
of  the  Piscataqua,  which  could  have  prevented  the  fleet 
of  the  enemy  from  entering  the  harbor  of  Portsmouth, 
and  lay  ti^  waste  the  private  property  of  her  citizens  and 
the  public  property  of  our  Government.  If  the  enemy 
had  cried  **  havoc,  and  let  slip  the  dogpB  of  war;"  if  they 
bad  dared  to  invade  our  territory,  to  plant  themselves 
upon  our  soil,  they  would  have  met  a  body  of  yeomanry 
too  patriotic  to  be  subdued,  too  strong  to  be  conquered; 
and  yet  this  fact  furnishes  no  argument  against  the  erec- 
tion of  a  sufficient  fortification  at  the  mouth  of  that 
harbor.  So  far  from  it,  it  strongly  exhibits  the  necessity 
of  the  measure.  As  all  such  works  are  intended  to  give 
security  against  any  sudden  attack  from  the  enemy,  to 
afford  protection  to  private  and  to  public  property,  and 
tu  inspire  a  confiiJence  of  safety  in  the  surrounding 
population,  the  first  inquiry  then,  is,  does  the  harbor  of 
Portsmouth  deserve  protection  and  defence  at  the  charge 
of  the  Government?  On  this  point  the  Secretary  of 
>Var,  in  his  report  which  lias  been  so  often  and  so  de- 
servedly commended,  when  speaking  of  the  contempla- 
ted works  at  particular  places,  (among  others,  at  Ports- 
mouth,) remarks:  "  These  proposed  works  all  command 
the  approach  to  places  sufficiently  important  to  justify 
their  construction  under  any  circumstances  that  will 
probably  exist.  1  think,  therefore,  that  the  public 
interest  would  be  promoted  by  the  passage  of-the  neces- 
sary a  ppropriations  for  them. "  <*  If  these  appropriations 
■re  early  madr,  roost,  if  not  all  these  works  can  be  put 
in  operation  this  season,  and  the  money  usefully  applied 
as  fast  as  their  progress  will  justify."  And  he  adds,  "  I 
think  the  measure  would  be  expedient." 

There  is  certainly  no  ambiguity  in  this  language  used 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  in  his  report.  There  fs  no 
room  for  doubt  as  to  what  are  the  sentiments  of  that 
n^cer  in  relation  to  this  matter.  And  in  this  same 
document  he  further  remarks,  that  "all  the  harbors  and 
inlets  upon  the  coast,  where  there  are  cities  or  towns 
whose  situation  and  importance  create  just  apprehension 
of  attack,  and  particularly  where  we  have  public  naval 
establishments,  should  be  defended  by  works  propor- 
tioned to  any  exigency  that  may  probably  arise.  The 
political  considerations  which  urge  forward  this  great 
object  are  entitled  to  much  more  weight.  When  once 
completed,  we  should  feel  secure. 

**  Inhere  is  probably  not  a  man  in  the  country  who 
did  not  look  with  some  solicitude  during  the  past  season 
at  our  comparatively  defenceless  condition,  and  who  did 
not  regret  that  our  preparations,  during  the  long  inter- 
val of  peace  we  had  enjoyed,  had  not  kept  pace  with 
our  growth  and  importance.  We  have  now  this  lesson 
to  add  to  our  other  experience.  Adequate  security  is 
nnt  only  due  from  the  Government  to  the  country,  and 
the  conviction  of  It  is  not  only  satisfactory,  but  the 
knowledge  of  its  eustence  cannot  fail  to  produce  an  in- 
fluence upon  other  nations,  as  well  in  the  advent  of  war 
itself  as  in  the  mode  of  conducting  it. 

"If  we  are  prepared  to  attack  and  resist,  the  chances 
of  being  compelled  to  embark  in  hostilities  will  be  di- 
minished much  in  proportion  to  our  preparations.  An 
unprotected  commerce,  a  defenceless  coast,  and  a  mili- 
tary marine  wholly  inadequate  to  the  wants  of  our 
service,  would  indeed  hold  out  strong  inducements  to 
other  nations  to  convert  trifling  pretexts  into  serious 
causes  of  quarrel.  ~ 


Such  pure  and  patriotic  sentiments  are  worthy  of  the 
head  and  of  the  heart  from  which  they  emanated.  And 
what  is  their  sum?  That,  in  the  time  of  peace,  in  the 
day  of  our  prosperity,  and  in  the  midst  of  our  abundance* 
we  should  be  prepared  for  war.  The  quoted  remarks 
of  the  Secretary  have  literally  and  faithfully  described 
the  present  state  and  condition  of  Portsmouth  and  of 
that  section  of  our  maritime  frontier.  A  fortification  ts 
all-important  for  the  due  protection  and  security  of  the 
harbor  of  Portsmouth.  In  a  document  communicated 
from  General  Bernard,  Commodore  Elliot,  and  Captain 
Totten,  it  is  stated  **  that  the  only  good  roadstead  or 
good  harbor  between  Cape  Elizabeth  and  Cape  Ann  is 
Portsmouth  harbor,  within  the  mouth  of  Piscataqua 
river.  Line-of-battle  ships  can  ascend  this  river  seven 
miles  above  the  -town  of  Portsmouth."  And  I  hazard 
nothing  in  saying  that  a  safer  or  a  better  harbor  cannot 
be  found  upon  the  whole  extent  of  our  maritime  frontier. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts  must  be 
much  better  acquainted  with  these  facts  than  I  am  my- 
self. Although  we  are  both  natives  of  New  Hampshire,  and 
have  both  resided  for  a  time  in  Portsmouth;  yet  my  own 
residence  was  merely  temporary,  while  I  engaged  in  the 
prosecution  of  my  professional  studies.    At  a  much  later 
period  the  Senator  was  numbered  among  the  inhabitants 
of  that  place.     He  must,  therefore,  be  much  more  con- 
versant with  its  particular  history  than  I  can  be;  and, 
Mr.  President,  I  hope,  in  the  course  of  (he  debate,  he 
will  lend  his  aid  in  doing  an  act  of  justice  to  that  ancient 
town,  and  to  that  section  of  country.     I  am,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, in  the  possession  of  a  memorial,  presented  to  Con- 
gress in  1827  by  the  citizens  of  Portsmouth,  respecting 
the  construction  of  a  dry  dock  at  the  navy  yard  at  that 
place,  which  contains  much  valuable  information  upon 
this  subject,  and  from  which  I  must  be  excused  for  ma- 
king liberal  extracts.     The  memorial  represents  "that 
at  every  period  of  the  history  of  this  country,  the  har- 
bor of  Portsmouth  has  been  considered  of  great  impor- 
tance for  naval  purposes;  that,  under  the  colonial  system, 
and  long  before  the  Revolution,  the  British  Government, 
aware  of  the  advantages  of  the  place,  were  induced  to 
make  it  a  resort  for  their  vessels  of  war,  and  to  establish 
a  yard  where  ships  of  a  large  class  were  built  for  the 
public  service.    That,  during  the  war  of  independence, 
the  Continental  Congress  ordered  the  construction  at 
this  port  of  a  number  of  ships  of  the  United  States;  one 
of  which  was  the  America,  of  seventy -four  guns,  the  first 
ship  of  the  line  ever  built  in  this  country.     The  harbor 
of  Portsmouth  is  formed  by  a  cluster  of  islands,  on  one 
of  which  the  navy  yard  is  situated,  and  through  which 
the  river  Piscataqua,  dividing  Maine  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, disembogues  into  the  ocean.     Several  of  these 
islands  on  each  side  of  the  channel  afford  efieetive  ra- 
king positions,  where  such  fortifications  might  beereeted, 
at  a  comparatively  trifling  expense,  as  would  render  it 
completely  impregnable  to  the  attacks  of  any  naval  force 
that  could  be  brought  against  it.     There  is  no  bar  or 
obstruction  at  the  mouth  of  this  harbor;  on  the  contrary, 
at  the  lowest  tides,  there  are  ten  fathoms  of  water  at  the 
entrance  through  the  main  channel  to  the  navy  yard, 
and  at  the  navy  yard  wharf,  where  ships  of  the  large&t 
class  may  lie,  and  from  whence  they  may  proceed  to 
sea  at  dead  low  water.     It  is  easy  of  access;  and  ships, 
when  in,  are  safe  from  all  storms;  the  loss  of  a  vessel 
here,  by  stress  of  weather,  being  a  circumstance  wholly 
unknown.     It  is  never,  in  the  most  intense  cold  of  win- 
ter, obstructed  by  ice:  while  other  naval  ports  are  occa- 
sionally closed,  this  is  as  free  and  open  as  at  midsum- 
mer."   Such  is  the  harbor  of  Portsmouth;  and  the  pro- 
posed fortifications  at  the  mouth  of  the  Piscataqua  are 
for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this  harbor. 

The  position  of  Fort  Constitution,  on  the  New  Hamp- 
shire side,  must  certainly,  and  that  of  Fort  McCleary,  on 


t9 


1543 


GALES  &,  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


1544 


SSVATB.] 


ForiiJiaEiUm  BilL 


[Mat  24, 1836. 


the  Maine  side  of  the  river,  tn«y  possibly,  be  occupied 
by  the  contemplated  defences.  1  am  entirely  aware  that 
ever  since  the  famous  report  of  General  Bernard,  Feb* 
Tuary  7, 1821,  Portsmouth  has  been  regarded  with  no 
special  favor.  Although  possessing  advantages  superior 
to  any  other  harbor  upon  our  whole  coast;  although  the 
harbors  of  Boston  and  those  further  south  are  frequent- 
ly obstructed  by  the  icei  although  some  of  them  are  in- 
approachable, by  reason  of  sand-bars  and  of  low  water; 
although  Portsmouth  is  entirely  exempt  from  all  such 
like  embarrassments;  and  although  this  same  board  of 
engineers,  in  1821,  placed  the  harbor  of  Portsmouth 
in  the  very  first  class  of  thowe  requiring  works  for  de- 
fence and  protection,  and  ranked  it  as  the  seventh  in 
point  of  importance  in  that  class;  yet,  from  that  period 
to  the  present,  hardly  a  dollar  has  been  expended  for 
the  accomplishment  of  the  objects  recommended  by  the 
board.  While  works  far  less  important,  in  his  estima- 
tion, have  been  erected  at  other  points,  not  a  single  step 
has  been  taken,  not  a  movement  has  been  made,  for  the 
defence  of  Portsmouth,  since  the  report  of  the  board  was 
communicated,  although  the  importance  of  the  station 
has  been  time  and  again  urged  upon  the  consideration  of 
Congress.  The  fiict  is,  we  have  had  to  contend  with 
deep-rooted  prejudices,  «*ith  principalities  and  powers; 
and,  in  behalf  of  the  good  citiaens  of  that  section,  I 
tender  my  thanks  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
for  having  brought  the  interest,  the  claim  of  Ports- 
mouth, to  the  notice  oF  the  Senate;  and  I  cannot  but  be- 
lieve that,  af\er  a  lapse  of  fifteen  years,  Congress  will 
now  proceed  to  do  that  which  was  asked  to  be  done  in 
1821,  viz:  fortify  that  point  upon  our  seacoast.  It  is 
important  to  have  a  fortification  erected  there  for  the 
security  of  the  public  property.  Portsmouth  is  about 
three  miles  from  the  ocean,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Pis- 
cataqua.  Almost  directly  opposite  to  the  town,  upon 
Dennet's  island,  is  the  navy  yard.  This  is  the  most  an- 
cient yard  in  our  country.  I  have  already  shown  that 
at  any  season,  in  any  wind,  from  any  point,  you  can  ap- 
proach this  yard;  and,  when  there,  you  have  a  sufficient 
depth  of  water  to  ride  in  perfect  safety  in  low  as  well  as 
in  full  tide.  There  is  no  yard  upon  our  coast  which 
can  compare  with  it,  and  will  not  suffer  by  that  com- 
parison^ Ships  and  vessels  have  been  built  at  that  yard 
for  nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty  years,  as  the  subjoined 
extract,  from  a  paper  printed  in  1828  clearly  shows;  and 
from  the  same  extract,  as  well  as  from  other  records,  it 
appears  that  more  public  vessels  have  been  built  at  that 
yard  than  at  any  other  in  our  country: 

Frxm  the  Portsmoufh  Jdvertiser,  of  September  25,  1828. 

Lavhch. — ^Yesterday  at  noon. was  launched,  at  the 
navy  yard  in  this  harbor,  the  United  States  sloop  of  war 
Concord.  She  is  pronounced  by  judges  to  be  one  of  the 
finest  ships  of  her  class  in  the  navy.  She  is  six  hundred 
tens  burden,  and  is  pierced  for  eighteen  guns. 

The  following  ^'essels  of  war  have  been  built  at  this 
harbor: 


Shipe. 

Crune* 

Daiee, 

Falkland, 

54 

1690 

Bedford, 

32 

1696 

America, 

50 

1749 

Kaleigh, 

32 

1776 

Banger, 

18 

1777 

America, 

74 

1782 

Crescent, 

32 

1797 

Scammell, 

14 

1797 

Portsmouth, 

24 

1798 

Congress, 

36 

1799 

Washington, 

74 

1814 

Porpoice, 

14 

1821 

Concord, 

18 

1828 

Alabama, 
Santee, 

74J 
445 

Not  launched. 

The  America,  the  firat  ahip  of  the  line  built  in  our 
country,  under  the  agency  of  that  true  patriot,  the  hon- 
orable John  Lan^ont  was  in  1783  presented  by  Con- 
gress to  our  distmgulahed  ally,  the  King  of  France. 
The  Banger,  another  vessel  built  at  that  navy  yard,  b 
identified,  with  ita  intrepid  commander,  with  some  of  the 
glorious  achievements  of  our  Bevolution.  This  nival 
station  is  approachable  by  vessels  of  any  aize;  it  is  situt- 
ted  on  an  island  of  leas  than  sixty  acres,  and  is  ea»\f 
defended  by  works  erected  for  that  purpose  upon  any 
of  the  commanding  heights  by  which  it  is  sorrounded. 
This  navy  yard  is  now  so  connected  with  themaio  shore, 
by  bridges,  that  in  case  of  fire  it  may  be  readily  defend* 
ed  by  the  citizens  of  Portsmouth  and  the  adjacent  coun* 
try;  and  it  is  believed  that  insurance  of  the  public  pro- 
perty on  that  island,  by  reaaon  of  the  fiicilities  of  com- 
munication, is  reduced  at  least  one  per  cent.,  and  b  less 
than  at  any  other  naval  depot  upon  our  coast.  Another 
advantage  which  this  yard  poaaesses  over  other  yards, 
is,  that  it  is  located  in  the  midst  of  ahip  carpenten 
and  buildera,  at  a  point  where  all  the  materials  for  ship- 
building can  be  procured  at  a  less  rate  than  elsewhere^ 
where  every  description  of  labor  costs  less  than  it  does 
at  the  yard  at  Charleatown,  Masaachuaettsb  at  Gosport, 
or  at  any  other  yard  in  our  country .  **  Here  ship  carpen- 
ters, in  any  number  usually  wanted,  can  be  readily  ob- 
tained upon  an  emergency  for  repairing  or  buildinf. 
At  Gosport,  nearly  one-third  of  all  the  expenditure!  in 
the  United  Statea  is  made  for  the  repaira  of  our  public 
vessels;  and  at  certain  aeasons  of  the  year,  it  is  not  ap- 
proachable. During  thta  very  last  winter,  if  I  am  not 
mistaken,  it  has  not  been  possible  at  all  times  to  ap- 
proach the  yard.  A  heavy  loaded  aeventy-fixir  would 
find  it  difficult,  without  lessening  her  cargo,  to  reach 
that  point  in  twenty-five  feet  of  water,  the  usual  depth 
in  full  tide;  while  at  Portsmouth,  at  the  lowest  ebb,  near 
the  yard,  you  have  always  a  depth  of  at  least  for^-five 
feet.** 

Again:  'Hhe  deterioration  in  tbe  hull  of  ships  is  far 
less  at  this,  than  at  the  stations  further  south.  A  difier- 
ence  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  in  thin  respect  nuy  be 
calculated  on;  an  important  and  aerioua  consideration, 
when  vessels  of  war  are  for  a  long  time  laid  up  in  ordina- 
ry.*' This  single  fact  shows  the  all-importance  of 
having  a  dry  dock  established  at  this  naval  station;  and, 
with  reference  to  this  very  subject.  Congress  passed  ap 
act  on  the  3d  of  March,  1827,  authorizing  the  Presi 
dent  to  cause  the  navy  yarda  of  the  United  States  to  be 
thoroughly  examined,  and  plans  to  be  prepared  and 
sanctioned  by  the  Preaident,  fur  the  improvement  of  the 
same,  and  the  preservation  of  the  public  property  there- 
in. And  by  the  same  act  the  Preaident  is  authorized  to 
have  constructed  two  dry  docks  on  the  most  approved 
plan,  for  the  use  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States;  tbe 
ohe  of  the  said  docks  to  be  erected  at  some  point  to  the 
south,  and  the  other  to  the  north  of  the  Potomac  ritrer. 
''Commodores  Chauncey,  Bainbridge,  and  Morra 
were  appointed  commissioners  by  the  President,  to  car- 
ry this  act  into  effect.  The  high  opinion  they  entertain' 
ed  of  this  yard,  is  plainly  made  manifest  by  tbe  improve- 
ments they  recommended,  and  the  dimensions  of  the 
ground,  plans  of  which  are  here  subjoined. 

'*One  dr^  dock:  commandant's  lious^,  50  feet  square, 
with  out-buildings  extending  80  feet  in  length;  hous^ 
for  five  officers;  one,  32  feet  in  front,  the  other  four  30 
feeli  including  out-buildings  extending  85  feet  to  the 
r^ar :  porter's  house,  30  feet  by  25;  two  ship-houses,  ench 
240  feet  bv  120,  to  be  located  one  each  side  of  w 
bridge:  smithery,  150  feet  by  60:  one  timber  shed,  30^ 
feet  by  65:  two  ditto,  200  feet  by  65:  one  do.  175  fee 
by  65:  one  saw  shed,  70  feet  by  25:  one  ditto,  70  fc«^ 
by  20:  one  timber  dock,  440  feet  by  200:  onestorelw'Jj' 
125  feet  by  50:  one  roast  and  boat  shed,  250  feet  by  ("• 
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one  rigging  and  sail  lof^,  175  feet  hy  TO:  pile  wharf,  150 
feet  by  60:  armory,  tinman's  and  coppersmith'a  shop, 
65  feet  by  35:  quay  walls,  additional  wharves,  building 
slip,  road,  anchor  and  gtm  wharf,  and  coaUhouse. 

'*  When  these  improvements  are  carried  into  effect, 
the  yard  will  probably  by  levelled,  the  wooden  build- 
ings all  taken  down,  except  the  two  ship-houses,  and 
the  new  buildings  be  constructed  of  brick  and  stone." 
It  would  be  difficult  to  present  any  piece  of  evidence 
of  higher  authority  than  this  report  of  the  commission- 
ers— ^whicb  goes  most  clearly  to  establish  the  extent  and 
importance  of  this  navy  yardi  and  which  also  recom- 
mends the  establishment  of  a  *Mry  dock"  to  be  connect- 
ed with  this  station.  I  would  state,  Mr.  President,  as 
ftirther  evidence  of  the  extent  of  the  public  property  at 
this  naval  depot,  that  there  was,  in  18^9,  ship  timberdepos- 
ited  for  use  in  the  timber  dock,  and  in  sheds,  to  the  value 
of  three  hundred  and  eighty-two  thousand  dollars;  and 
that  the  material  for  ship-building  has  more  than  doubled 
«nce  at  that  yard. 

Again:  it  is  a  fact,  and  worthy  of  consideration,  that 
any  given  vessel  of  any  size  can  be  built,  and  is  ordinarily 
built,  at  Portsmouth,  from  13'  to  30  per  cent,  less  than 
at  any  other  yard  in  the  country  i  it  results  from  this  fact, 
that  materials  can  there  be  procured  at  a  cheaper  rate 
than  they  can  at  other  yards.  Labor  is  cheaper  also, 
and  can,  and  does,  accomplish  more.  Commodore  Bain- 
bridge,  in  his  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in 
1837,  shows  the  sum  total  of  the  whole  cnst  of  building 
each  vessel  at  each  yard,  when  any  other  vessel  of  a  like 
size  has  been  built  at  any  other  yard,  and  exhibits  the 
whole  cost  of  building  the  sloops  Lexington  and  Boston, 
(vessels  of  the  same  size,)  and  the  schooners  Porpoise 
and  Alligator.  It  will  distinctly  appear  that  a  vessel 
built  at  New  York  costs  15  per  cent,  more  than  one  of 
the  same  size  built  at  Boston;  and  a  vessel  built  at  Bos- 
ton coats  10  per  cent,  more  than  one  of  the  same  size 
built  at  Portsmouth.  The  l^xington,  a  sloop,  was  built 
in  New  York,  and  cost  $113,080  89.  The  Boston,  a 
sloop,  built  in  Boston,  coat  $96,938  40;  making  a  dif- 
ference of  more  than  15  per  cent,  in  the  cost  of  build- 
ing between  New  York  and  Boston,  and  in  favor  of  the 
latter.  The  Porpoise,  a  schooner,  was  built  at  Ports- 
mouth, and  cost  $30,408  75.  The  Alligator,  a  schoo- 
ner,  waa  built  at  Boston,  and  cost  $33,745  65;  making  a 
difference  of  more  than  10  per  cent,  in  the  cost  of  build- 
ing between  Portsmouth  and  Boston,  and  in  favor  of  the 
former;  and  hence  it  follows,  that  the  difference  in  the 
cost  of  building  between  New  York  and  Portsmouth,  is 
more  than  35  per  cent.,  and  In  favor  of  Portsmouth. 

I  have  stated,  Mr.  President,  all  that  1  wish  to  state 
with  reference  to  the  navy  yard  at  Portsmouth,  and  with 
reference  to  the  public  property  ordinarily  at  that  yard. 
I  would,  then,  close  this  part  of  my  argument,  by  adding 
that  fortiScations  at  the  mouth  of  the  Piscataqua  would 
afford  ample  protection  and  security  to  this  naval  station, 
and  to  the  public  property  there  deposited.  It  is  also  ne- 
cesaarv  to  fortify  the  harbor  of  Portsmouth,  with  a  view 
to  the  better  security  and  protection,  in  time  of  war,  of  the 
population  of  Portsmouth  and  of  the  adjacent  country. 
The  amount  of  population  which  would  derive  an  immedi- 
ate benefit  in  time  of  war  by  the  erection  of  a  permanent 
fortification  at  the  mouth  of  the  Piscataqua,  would  fall  but 
little  short  of  thirty  thousand  inhabitants,  comprising  as 
patriotic,  as  enterprising,  and  as  industrious  a  portion  of 
the  community,  as  can  be  found  within  the  limits  of  the 
republic.  They  have  strong  and  unanswerable  claims 
upon  the  Government  for  protection  and  security.  No 
State  did  more,  in  proportion  to  her  means,  for  the 
achievement  of  American  independence,  than  New 
Hampshire;  she  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. No  State  has  done  more  to  maintain  inviolate  that 
independence;  no  State  ha«  received  less  favor  at  the 


hands  of  the  Government.  It  is  due,  then,  to  New 
Hampshire,  that  her  commercial  capital— the  only 
seaport  town  of  her  State — ^should  be  well  fortified,  and 
rendered  impregnable  to  the  attacks  of  her  and  her 
country's  enemies.  A  fortification  is  necessary  for  the 
proper  protection  and  security  of  private  property. 

As  1  have  before  remarked,  Portsmouth  is  situated 
about  three  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  Piscataqua.  It 
has  a  population  of  nearly  ten  thousand  inhabitants;  it 
has  a  larg^  shipping  interest^  employed  principally  in 
the  carrying  trade;  an  interest,  to  a  ytry  considerable 
extent,  in  the  South  Sea  whale  fishery.  Siie  has  also  a 
large  interest  in  the  West  India  trade,  and  a  very  exten- 
sive coasting  trade.  It  is  not  my  purpose,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, to  enter  into  any  comparison  between  the  tonnage 
of  Portsmouth  and  the  tonnage  of  other  ports,  or  be- 
tween the  exports  and  imports  of  New  Hampshire  with 
the  exitorts  and  impors  of  other  States.  1  hold  such 
calculations  and  comparisons  wholly  tmnecessary  and  su- 
perfluous. It  is  on  the  ground  of  affording  a  just  protec- 
tion  to  the  population,  and  adequate  security  to  public 
and  private  property,  that  I  rest  our  claim  in  favor  of  the 
measure.  It  is  on  these  grounds  that  I  place  my  reliance 
for  the  vote  of  the  Senate  for  this  particular  appropria- 
tion. 

The  Piscataqua  divides  into  five  brsnches  above 
Portsmouth,  llie  most  easterly  branch  is  called  Salmon 
Falls  river.  The  tide  flows  up  this  river  to  South  Ber- 
wick, a  flourishing  and  populous  town  in  Maine.  Upon 
this  branch  is  also  situated  Somerset,  in  New  Hampshire, 
a  large  manufacturing  village,  with  a  population  exceed- 
ing three  thousand  inhabitants,  and  giving  employment 
to  a  capital  in  manufactures  of  nearly  two  millions  of 
dollars.  The  next  westerly  branch  of  the  Piscataqua  is 
the  Cocheco  river;  the  tide  extending  up  this  river  to 
Dover,  a  distance  of  thirteen  miles  at  least  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Piscataqua.  This  town  now  contains  near- 
ly seven  thousand  inhabitants,  and  has  an  extensive  trade. 
Dover  is  second  to  no  town  in  New  England,  save 
Lowell,  in  the  excellence  and  extent  of  its  manufacturing 
establishments,  employing  a  capital  of  three  millions  of 
dollars.  This  place  has  also  a  large  shipping  interest. 
There  are  annually  built,  both  at  Dover  and  at  South  Ber- 
wick, many  private  vessels.  Still  further  west,  you 
strike  the  Durham  river;  at  the  head  of  tide  waters 
stands  Durham,  a  flourishing  ship-building  town.  Ano- 
ther branch  of  the  Piscataqua  is  Lamprey  river;  at  the 
head  of  the  tide  waters  of  which  is  situated  Newmarket, 
also  an  extensive  manufacturing  town,  having  not  lean 
than  a  million  of  dollars  entirely  employed  in  that  busi- 
ness, and  possessing  a  population  of  upwards  of  two 
thousand  inhabitants.  The  fifth  and  last  branch  leads  to 
Exeter,  containing  a  population  of  three  thousand  inhabit- 
ants; a  town  of  great  wealth,  and  possessing  also  an  in- 
terest  in  manufactures.  If  the  Piscataqua  consisted  of 
but  one  branch  from  tlic  head  of  tide  water  to  the  ocean, 
and  upon  it  were  concentrated,  in  one  town,  all  ihe  pop- 
ulation and  all  the  business  of  the  various  towns  on  its 
branches,  the  importance,  the  necessity  of  protecting 
the  entrance  of  this  river,  would  be  better  understood. 
But  I  cannot  doubt,  Mr.  President,  that  enough  has  been 
shown  to  prove  the  necessity  of  fortifying  the  harbor  at 
Portsmouth. 

The  project  of  erecting  a  fortification  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Piscataqua  has  not  a  recent  origin.  This  point  has 
been  more  or  less  protected  and  defended  for  nearly  a 
century.  Before  the  period,  and  during  the  period,  of 
the  Revolution,  the  British  Government  had  erected  a 
fort  for  its  defence  and  protection;  and,  from  the  adop- 
tion of  the  constitution  to  this  period,  appropriations 
have  been  made  (sparingly,  1  admit)  for  the  repairs  of 
this  fortress.  In  speaking  of  Fort  Constitution,  Mr. 
Jefferson  says,  that  it  is  the  remains  of  an  ancient  for- 
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tification,  which  has  been  repairefl  at  different  periods, 
with  some  tmproyements.  From  1789  to  1830,  less  than 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  the  aggregate  htfd  been 
expended  by  the  Government  upon  this  work.  But  it 
will  be  found,  by  referring  to  the  tables,  that  there  has 
been  in  almost  every  year  some  small  expenditure  for 
the  purpose  of  makhig  repairs. 

As  further  evidence  that  the  Government  considered 
it  an  important  point,  and  one  requiring  works  for  de- 
fence, it  will  be  found  that,  in  1794,  a  committee  of 
Congress,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  as 
their  opinion  that  the  port  and  harbor  of  Portsmouth 
ought  to  be  protected,  and  recommended  an  appropria- 
tionf  and  an  act  was  passed  accordingly.  And  at  an 
after  period  it  was  resolved,  that  the  necessary  works 
for  fortifying  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States 
ought  to  be  constructed  of  the  most  durable  materials, 
Ro  as  best  to  answer  the  purposes  of  defence  and  per- 
manency. And  in  1796,  Mr.  Pickering,  then  Secretary 
of  War,  reported  in  highly  favorable  terms  of  the  pro- 
priety, utility,  and  necessity  of  the  works  erected  at 
Portsmouth,  which  he  represented  then  to  consist  of  a 
fort,  a  citadel,  an  artillery  store,  and  a  reverberatory 
furnace,  all  completed.  At  no  period  of  our  history  has 
it  ever  been  hinted  or  pretended  by  any  one,  in  office  or 
out  of  office,  that  works  for  defence  and  security  were 
not  required  at  Portsmouth. 

There  can  be,  Mr.  President,  no  doubt  of  the  practi- 
cability of  the  measure:  it  is  inferrible  from  the  facts 
which  have  already  been  staled;  from  the  antiquity  of 
the  fortress,  and  the  repairs  that  have  from  time  to  time 
been  made  by  the  Government.  There  is  as  little  doubt 
as  to  the  location  of  the  comemplated  fortification.  Ob- 
servation, experience,  common  sentiment,  have  de- 
cided on  its  necessity,  its  praclicabillty,  as  well  as  upon 
its  locality. 

Another  point  remains  to  be  examined,  and  that  is, 
would  its  erection  be  necessarily  attended  with  a  large 
and  unreasonable  expenditure  of  the  public  money  .^  or, 
in  other  words,  can  dlfl'erent  works  of  defence  be  de- 
vised costing  less,  which  will  accomplish  the  same  ^CW" 
eral  object?  This  will  not,  and  cannot,  be  alleged.  It 
will  not  be  pretended  that  the  expense  can  be  dispro- 
portionate to  its  importance;  that  it  will  cost  more  than 
it  is  worth.  For  one,  I  verily  believe  that  the  honorable 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Calhoun]  would  give 
me  his  vute  if  he  were  certain  that  its  actual  cost  would 
quadruple  the  estimate.  On  what  ground,  then,  is  it 
opposed?  Its  importance  will  not  be  questioned — its 
practicability  cannot  be  questioned;  nor  will  it  be  pre- 
tended that  its  cost  can  be  disproportionate  to  its  impor- 
tance. It  is  opposed  for  the  single  reason  that  we  have 
not,  accompanying  the  Secretary's  report,  a  map  and 
survey,  giving  all  the  localities,  and  an  actual  detailed 
estimate  giving  the  amount  in  the  aggregate  of  the  ex- 
t^cnditure  which  will  be  required,  and  the  particulars 
which  go  to  make  up  the  general  aggregate.  The  ob- 
jection is  not  well  taken;  for  we  have  a  map  giving  all 
the  lucalitits,  which  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the 
committee;  and  the  facts  already  narrated  go  most 
clearly  to  show  where  this  fortification  must  be  erected; 
and  we  are  not  without  book,  we  are  not  without  author- 
ity, upon  the  cost  and  necessary  expense  for  this  work. 

By  the  report  of  General  Bernard,  made  in  February, 
1821,  the  cost  of  fortif>ing  the  harbor  of  Portsmouth 
was  estimated  at  ^500,000.  I'hat  is  now  the  estimate. 
This  is  not  mere  conjecture.  This  is  not,  as  has  been 
stated,  "guess  work."  The  estimate  was  not  made  in 
1821,  nor  is  it  now  made,  without  calculation.  They 
liud  certain  principles — known  data — upon  which  to  base 
thrir  estimate.  The  size  was  determined;  the  numt^ei: 
of  guns  was  fixed;  the  ground  had  been  carefully  in- 
spected by  the  board  of  engineers  in  1821;  and  was  it 


difficult  for  them,  having  fixed  tta  size  and  its  number  of 
guns,  to  have  calculated,  with  a  great  degree  of  accura- 
cy, what  would  be  its  cost  ?  It  it  worthy  of  remark,  that 
this  same  board  of  engineers  then  estimated  the  co^t  of 
the  contemplated  works  at  Penobscot  at  $100,000;  fcnd 
it  will  be  found,  by  looking  into  the  survey  and  estimate 
made  since,  with  reference  to ^be  cost  of  the  same  work, 
after  a  most  minute,  particular,  and  detailed  computa- 
tion of  the  expense  of  the  requisite  materials,  and  of  the 
expense  of  the  labor,  that  the  aggregate  of  the  cost  ex- 
ceeds the  estimate  made  by  the  board  of  engineers  only 
one  thousand  dollars.  And  such  will  be  the  result  of 
any  detailed  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  contemplated 
work  at  Portsmouth.  The  value  of  the  material  is  not 
liable  to  great  fluctuations;  the  cost  of  labor  is  very 
nearly  the  same,  one  season  with  another;  and  whoever 
sees  the  work  completed  will  find  that  the  expenditure 
has  not  exceeded  the  estimates. 

The  sentiments  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
upon  that  point  deserve  much  consideration.  E>ery 
wise  man,  who  is  about  to  build  for  himself  a  house,  fir!»l 
computes  the  cost;  and  every  wise  Government,  before 
commencing  any  public  work,  should  first  coxcpute  the 
cost.  But,  Mr.  President,  all  this  will  be  done.  Tlie 
Secretary  of  War  will  decide  upon  its  form,  its  location, 
and  Tiave  an  accurate  estimate  m.'ide  of  its  cost,  before  a 
single  dollar  shall  be  expended  under  this  appropriation. 
He  would  do  alt  this,  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  hi^ 
official  duty.  lie  would  do  this  with  rcferenc«  to  hi* 
own  reputation.  Another  idea  has  been  suggested,  tufc 
and  elsewhere,  and  by  way  of  objection  to  this  bill,  an 'I 
that  is,  it  would  prevent  a  distribution  of  the  public  m  v 
ncys  among  the  States,  to  the  amount  of  the  appropra 
tions.  I  shall  be  slow  to  believe  that  any  such  conside. 
ation  can  influence  the  action  of  this  body.  What  worka 
are  necessury,  I  trust  will  be  established;  and  what  money 
can  be  judiciously  expended,  I  trust  will  be  apprnpm- 
ted.  I  am  free,  however,  to  say  that  the  following  ex- 
tract from  the  speech  of  a  member  of  Congress,  bai  m 
some  measure  weakened  my  faith  that  the  bill  nou  un- 
der consideration  will  be  passed. 

«•  A  new  and  strong  motive  for  economy  is  now  pre- 
sented; a  motive  which  would  have  its  influence  on  h<ni 
in  regard  to  every  expenditure.  He  looked  ft»rward  to 
the  passage  of  a  bill  now  in  progress  for  the  distribution 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  in  effect,  of  the  Mir- 
plus  revenue,  among  the  States,  lie  trusted  the  bm 
would  pass  the  present  session.  " 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  says  that  he  wnl 
vote  for  every  measure,  for  every  appropriation,  >»hich, 
in  his  judgment,  is  necessarily  connected  with  the  gen- 
eral defence  and  permanent  protection  of  the  countrr, 
and  that  he  will  go  no  farther.  Just  so  far  will  I  gOj  »"^ 
no  farther.  What  shall  be  neces:Jary,  what  shall  be  ju- 
dicious, whatever  the  exigency  of  the  country  shall  de- 
mand, with  reference  to  general  defence,  I  stand  ready, 
with  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  to  appropriate; 
and  I  trust  that  no  Senator  in  this  body,  whether  the 
friend  or  the  foe  of  the  administration,'  would  wish  to 
do  less,  or  could  be  induced  to  do  more.  Whatever 
the  state  of  our  affairs,  whatever  the  condition  of  our 
country  requires  in  relation  to  public  defence,  to  gf»»- 
eral  security,  is  matter  of  opinion.  Men  may  differ,  and 
honestly  differ,  in  sentiment,  with  reference  to  this  ques- 
tion; but  whatever  is  required,  whatever  is  clearly  ne- 
cessary for  the  accomplishment  of  these  great  objec'N 
all  profess,  and  I  trust  sincerely  profess,  a  willingness  ^o 
grant.  This,  then,  should  be  the  subject,  the  exclusive 
subject,  for  our  investigation.  We  stiould  enter  upon 
its  consideration  with  minds  free  from  local  j«a'o"'J> 
from  sectional  feehng;  we  should  lay  aside  every  pol'"* 
cal  and  party  excitement  which  may  tend  to  mislead  an" 
misguide  our  better  judgment.    There  is  great  d^ing^f 


1549 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1550 


Mat  24»  1836.] 


FortifieatUm  Bili, 


[Sbkate. 


that  we  shall  bring  into  this  debate  too  ardent  a  temper- 
ament for  a  fair  discussion  and  judicious  determination  of 
the  whole  matter. 

t  I  have  said,  sir,  that  no  Senator  would  wish  to  go 
further  than  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  professes 
himself  willing  to  go  in  making  appropriations  for  this 
branch  of  the  public  defence.  There  can  be  no  dispo- 
sition wastefully,  extravagantly,  with  no  regard  to 
economy,  to  appropriate  the  public  money  for  fortifica- 
tions. We  have  light  upon  this  subject  sufficient  for 
our  guidance.  We  have  no  occasion,  at  this  day,  to  en- 
gage  in  unprofitable  experiment,  whatever  may  have 
been  the  injudicious  application  of  the  public  money 
upon  fortifications  at  certain  jioints  heretofore.  From 
actual  surveys,  from  the  most  careful  and  scientific  ex- 
aminations, we  have  now  shed  upon  this  whole  subject 
the  moat  ample  and  satisfactory  information.  The  proper 
location  of  the  public  fortresses,  for  general  defence  and 
permanent  protection,  the  kind  of  fortifications  expedi- 
ent and  necessary,  are  matters  settled  by  approved 
authority.  The  documental  history  with  which  we  have 
been  furnished,  clearly  shows  at  what  points  upon  our 
seaboard,  upon  ,our  extended  maritime  frontier,  further 
defences  are  required. 

In  connexion  with  this  subject,  the  surplus  revenue  is 
constantly  presented  to  our  consideration.  That  subject 
Is  arrayed  before  us  in  the  most  imposing  form. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  says  that  all  the 
projects  embraced  in  this  bill,  and  all  the  projects  in 
contemplation  connected  with  the  general  defence,  can- 
not by  any  possibility  reduce  the  revenue  to  the  wants 
of  the  Government.     Be  it  so.    1  shall  rejoiceu-if  the 
predictions  of  the  Senator  shall  become  history.     But 
>hall  our  course  be  governed  by  the  miserable  and  sordid 
policy,  that  the  amount  of  appropriations  for  public  de- 
fence is  to  "be  regulated  by  the  effect  to  be  produced 
upon  the  surplus  fund?    That  we  are  to  withhold  ap- 
propriations, if  that  fund  should  thereby  be  lessened,  so 
a?  to  render  it  unimportant  to  make  distribution  of  the 
remainder  among  the  States?    I  protest  against  any  such 
policy.     What,  sir,  have  we  to  do  with  the  state  of  the 
Treasury,  any  further  than  to  ascertain  whether  its  con- 
dition will  bear  the  appropriation  contemplated?    What 
have  we  to  do  with  the  surplus  money,  in  deciding  where, 
and  hoWa.and  when  a  fortification  shall  be  erected  for  the 
purposeof  permanent  and  public  defence?  Sir,  whether 
the  passage  of  this  bill,  and  whether  the  adoption  of  all  the 
projects  proposed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  should  have  the  effect  mentioned  by  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  or  whether  it  should  have 
the  effect  to  exhaust  every  dollar  in  the  Treasury,  save 
what  might  be  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  Govern- 
ment, would  be  to  me  wholly  immaterial.     I  would  go 
on  steadily  and  perseveringly  to  appropriate  and  expend 
for  these  great  objects  as  fast  as  I  could,  in  the  exercise 
of  a  sound  discretion,  and  with  a  proper  regard  to  econ- 
omy, until  our  chain  of  fortresses  shall  be  perfected  upon 
our  maritime  frontier.     This  would  be  my  policy;  and  I 
shall  endeavor  to  exercise  my  best  judgment  where 
fortifications  are  necessary,  with  a  view  to  defence  and 
security.     And  there,  sir,  I  would  erect  them,  and  of 
such  materials  that  the  lapse  of  time  can  have  no  effect 
upou  their  durability,  be  the  cost,  the  charge,  the  con- 
sequent expenses  ever  so  larg^. 

^  I  know  of  no  better  principle  to  guide  us  in  our  ac- 
tion upon  this  bill,  than  to  suppose  that  our  country, 
after  a  lapse  of  five  years,  will  be  inevitably  and  unal- 
terably involved  in  a  war  with  the  most  powerful  nation 
in  Christendom.  What,  then,  Mr.  President,  would  be 
our  action  upon  this  bill  ?  What  would  be  the  voice  of 
wisdom,  of  prudence?  What  would  a  proper  regard  to 
public  and  private  security,  to  general  and  individual 
pratection,  demand  at  our  handsf    Precisely,  sir,  what 


the  same  general  considerations  now  require.  What 
would  then  be  the  dictate  of  good  sense,  of  sound  dis- 
cretion, would  now  be  suggested  under  the  influence  of 
the  same  safe  principles.  If  we  were  certain  that,  afler 
the  expiration  of  five  years,  war,  with  all  its  evils,  were 
to  visit  our  land,  there  is  no  man  who  loves  his  country, 
there  is  no  patriot,  who  would  not  exert  all  his  exergies 
to  be  prepared  for  the  calamity;  to  strengthen  our  weak- 
ness, to  fortify  every  vulnerable  point,  to  render  impreg- 
nable our  seacoast  and  our  lake  frontiers,  to  put  in  per- 
fect defence  our  whole  country:  this  would  be  the 
course  of  every  patriot.  And,  Mr.  President,  just  this 
course  should  be  observed  now,  with  reference  to  this 
subject. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  admitted  the  great  importance  of 
Portsmouth  harbor,  and  expressed  his  entire  willingness 
to  vote  for  the  original  appropriation;  but  he  must  vote 
agait^st  the  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment,  and 
decided  as  follows: 

YxAs^-Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Culhbert, 
Ewing  of  Illinois,  Grundy,  Hill,  Hubbard,  King  uf  Ala- 
bama, Linn,  Hives,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  SbepTey,  Tall- 
madge.  Walker,  Wright— 17. 

Nats — Messrs.  Black,  Calhoun,  Crittenden,  Davis, 
Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough,  King  of  Georgia,  Leigh, 
Mangum,  Naudain,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbtns,  Tomlin- 
son,  Webster,  White — 16. 

Mr.  PRESTON  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  appro- 
priation for  Portsmouth,  on  the  ground  that  there  were 
no  estimates  and  surveys  for  fortifications  at  that  harbor. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  this  question  involved  so  impor- 
tant a  principle,  that,  without  plans  or  estimates,  he  was 
not  willing  to  trust  it  even  to  the  discretion  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  and  must,  therefore,  oppose  it. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  had  addressed  the  Senate  on  this 
subject,  the  other  day,  at  some  length.  He  was  so  well 
satisfied  of  the  course  of  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina, heretofore,  in  relation  to  this  subject,  that,  he  had 
expected  he  would  have  voted  for  this  provision  of  the 
bill.  Mr.  H.  exhibited  to  the  Senate,  in  detail,  tlie 
great  necessity  and  importance  of  this  fortification,  as 
a  means  of  commercial  protection,  as  well  as  defence 
against  invasion. 

Mr.  BENTON  referred  to  a  report,  in  detail,  made 
by  the  proper  department  in  1821,  in  which  every  thing 
that  was  necessary  for  the  information  of  Senators  on 
this  subject,  was  contained.  In  regard  to  these  fortifi- 
cations, there  were  two  questions  involved:  one  was  of 
a  political  character,  and  the  other  professional.  The 
political  question  was,  as  to  whether  the  point  of  location 
was  worth  defence;  and  the  professional  question  war, 
as  to  the  plan  and  estimates,  which,  when  made,  no 
statesman  would  undertake  to  question. 

Mr.  B.  adverted  to  the  period,  in  1794,  when  the  first 
act  of  Congress  was  passed  in  relation  to  forts  generally, 
and  the  recommendation  of  General  Washington,  in 
which  this  one  was  named.  The  conjectural  estimate 
of  its  cost  was  $500,000,  and  100  guns  would  be  required 
to  arm  it.  He  spoke  of  the  uncertainty  of  estimates.  A 
slight  error,  he  said,  in  the  basis  of  a  calculation,  led  to 
a  large  one  in  its  result.  It  was  like  two  travellers  sepa- 
rating at  a  diverging  point  of  a  road.  When  they  began 
to  separate,  you  could  scarcely  see  them  dividing;  but 
after  they  had  progressed  a  considerable  distance,  they 
were  a  great  way  apart. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  that  in  detailed  estimates  the 
quantity  of  materials  of  each  kind  was  minutely  put 
down,  and,  when  the  cost  of  construction  greatly  ex- 
ceeded the  estimates,  they  knew  who  was  to  blame. 
But,  he  asked,  upon  whom  did  the  responsibility  rest  in 
the  case  of  conjectural  estimates?  They  did  not  do 
their  duty  in  regard  to  the  trust  reposed  in  them  by 
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acting  in  this  general  way,  and  there  was  aomething 
more  at  the  bottom  oF  this  than  mere  fortifications. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  had  been  utterly  aitonished  that 
this  fortification  had  not  more  particularly  claimed  the 
attention  of  Congress.  The  first  committee  who  re- 
ported on  it  had  placed  it  in  the  first  class  and  the 
seventh,  in  the  order  of  fortifications,  and  yet  not  a 
dollar  was  yoted  for  it  since  the  report  of  1821,  notwith- 
standing its  yearly  recommendations  from  that  day  to 
this.  Portsmouth,  it  seemed,  had  not  been  the  favorite 
of  any  administration.  At  Penobscot,  a  conjectural  es- 
timate had  been  made  by  Messrs.  Bernard,  Totten,  and 
Elliot.  But  his  friend  from  Maine,  anticipating  this 
objection,  had  procured  a  survey  and  estimate,  which 
had  increased  the  amount  only  one  thousand  dollars 
over  the  conjectural  estimate. 

Mr.  BENTON,  aAer  referring  to  a  late  estimate,  said 
that,  in  regard  to  plans,  so  many  guns  were  placed  on 
one  side  of  a  fort  and  so  many  on  another;  and  there 
was  not  a  Senator  there,  if  he  had  the  plan  before  him, 
would  presume  to  say  a  single  gun  should  be  changed 
in  its  location. 

.  Mr.  CALHOUN  asked  why  the  Senate  should  act  be- 
fore the  surveys  and  estimates  were  made,  when  the 
Secretary  of  War  himself  would  think  it  unwise  to  pro- 
ceed without  them?  They  were  in  no  danger  of  a  war. 
at  this  time  with  any  European  Power;  and  why  the  ne- 
cessity of  acting  at  this  time  with  such  precipitation? 

Mr.  BENTON  asked  how  it  came  that  the  whole 
stress  of  the  opposition  was  laid  on  the  want  of  esti- 
fliate  ?  There  were  some  ten  or  eleven  cases  in  which 
there  were  estimates,  and  nobody  asked  to  use  them. 
But  here  was  one  case  in  which  there  was  none,  and  in 
it  they  were  called  for.  It  would  be  perfect  ridicule 
for  Senators  to  criticise  on  one  of  these  estimates.  In 
cases  where  the  cost  exceeded  the  estimates,  it  was 
asked  where  was  the  responsibility,  and  who  was  to 
blame?  As  an  evidence  of  how  little  reliance  was  to 
be  placed  on  estimates,  he  adverted  to  a  case  of  a  fort 
in  Virginia,  where  the  cost  exceeded  the  detailed  esti- 
mate as  two  to  one. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  if  Congress  should  make  a  call 
on  the  engineer  in  the  case  of  a  detailed  estimate,  he 
could  explaii)  where  the  fault  wa«,  and  who  was  to 
blame.  He  stated  the  reason  of  the  excess  of  cost  in 
the  case  of  Fort  Calhoun,  which  was  owing  to  its  being 
built  on  a  sand-bar. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  inferred  that  $200,000  would 
not  be  sufficient  for  this  work,  as  in  all  probability  it 
would  cost  over  $500,000;  and  how  much  over  that 
amount,  it  was  not  known.  ^ 

Mr.  PRESTON  said  the  arguments  of  gentlemen 
went  to  show  that  no  estimates  were  to  be  relied  on. 
Heretofore  the  cost  exceeded  the  estimates  about  thirty 
per  cent.  But  notwithstanding  that  variation,  they  still 
opened  up  the  way  to  some  information,  some  approxi- 
mation to  the  amount  necessary  to  be  appropriated.  He 
had  gone  to  the  Department,  and  found  estimates  on  file, 
which  he  had  examined,  and  the  examination  only  satis- 
fied him  that  the  Department  had  done  its  duty.  He 
would  not  pretend  to  say  that  conjectural  estimatea  were 
not  to  be  relied  on,  as  well  as  those  detailed  ones  that 
were  made  so  long  since. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  believed  the  estimate  was  made  as 
high  as  it  could  be;  and  he  was  of  the  opinion  that  when 
the  work  should  be  completed,  the  cost  would  be  found 
to  come  within  the  amount  of  them. 

Alter  some  remarks  from  Mr.  PORTER,  the  ques- 
tion was  then  taken  on  the  amendment:  Yeas  10,  nays 
25. 

Mr.  BENTON  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  strik- 
ing out  *<for  fortifications  at  Salem,  Massachusetts, 
$75,000,"  and  inserting  "  #75,000  per  annum. 
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Mr.  DAVIS  said  it  was  late  in  the  day;  and  though 
the  Senate  seemed  to  be  exhausted,  literally  worn  out 
with  this  subject,  aa  in  one  form  and  another  it  had  oc- 
cupied much  of  the  session,  he  hoped  they  would  bear 
with  him  a  short  time,  while  he  explained  the  principles 
which  would  guide  him  in  all  the  votes  he  should  gire. 
The  proposition  now  is  to  increase  the  appropriation 
for  a  fort  at  Salem,  from  seventy-five  to  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  to  divide  it  equally  for 
the  two  coming  years.  It  seems  to  be  understood 
that,  as  this  fortification  is  in  Massachusetts,  I  shall 
not  have  the  courage  to  oppose  it,  even  in  this  un- 
precedented form.  In  this  gentlemen  are  mistaken— 
greatly  mistaken;  for  I  aak  no  indulgence  for  that 
State  beyond  what  1  am  willing  to  concede  to  others. 
I  hope  no  sound  rule  of  policy  will  be  violated,  no 
unnecessary  or  wasteful  expenditure  of  the  public 
money  tlrill  be  proposed,  with  an  expectation  that  1  shall 
vote  for  it,  or  that  the  people  of  tliat  State  will  approre 
of  it,  because  the  money  is  to  be  disbursed  in  one  of  its 
harbora.  No,  sir;  ^ntlemen  need  not  flatter  then)* 
selves  with  success  m  any  such  schemes,  for  they  will 
not  triumph  by  mercenary  appeals  to  a  people  that  hare 
at  all  times,  and  under  all  circumstances^  defended 
themselves  and  maintained  their  liberties  without  fortifi. 
cations.  You  may  make  auch  appeals  to  the  weak,  the 
timid,  such  as  seek  protection  behind  stone  and  mortir, 
and  the  bristling  bayonets  of  a  trained  soldiery;  but  it 
will  be  trested  with  scorn  by  those  who  have  the  manly 
courage  and  patriotism  to  meet  fearlessly  whatever  crisis 
may  come,  and  to  trust  in  their  own  strong  arms  and 
stout  hearts,  instead  of  the  embattled  boats  of  this  Gov- 
ernment. 

Sir,  this  is  called  a  fortification  bill  to  enlarge  the  de- 
fence of  the  country  by  the  erection  of  new  works. 
This  purports  to  be  the  object,  upon  the  fiace  of  it;  but, 
if  one  may  be  allowed  to  judge  from  all  be  sees  and 
hears  in  this  cliamber,  from  the  repeated  and  urgent 
application  to  the  Departments  to  ascertain  the  greatest 
sum  that  ean  be  expended,  from  the  reiterated  prophe- 
cies that  there  will  be  no  surplus  found  in  the  Treasury, 
from  an  apparent  determination  to  make  appropriations 
two  or  three  years  in  advance,  there  is  some  object  be- 
yond fortifying  the  country,  some  ulterior  purpose, 
which  is  not  openly  avowed,  while  it  is  secretly  awl  a^ 
dently  desired.  When  extraordinary  measures  are  urg- 
ed upon  us,  we  have  a  right  to  look  for  extraordinary 
motives;  and  what  motive  is  there  for  lavish  appropria- 
tions at  this  moment^ — for  appropriations  two  and  tliree 
years  in  advanced  it  seems  to  me  that  one  object  is  to 
squander  the  public  money,  leat  there  should  be  a  sur- 
plus to  go  to  the  people;  another,  to  secure  the  use  of 
it  to  the  deposite  banks  as  loans,  without  interest,  for 
them  to  speculate  upon,  while  it  is  thus  gradually  wsst' 
ing.  Who  does  not  perceive  that,  if  a  million  and  a  half 
of  dollars  is  appropriated  by  this  bill  for  1837,  it  will  be 
left  in  these  banks,  and  that  they  wilt  have  the  use  of 
it  till  drawn  out,  a  year  to  eighteen  months,  and  tso 
years  hence?  Who  cannot  understand  that,  at  the  low- 
est estimate,  this  would  amount  to  100,000,  or  120,000 
dollars,  as  a  clear  g^tuity  ?  These  banks  now  bokl 
about  forty  millions,  which  gives  them  a  clear  income 
or  gift  of  more  than  two  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars 
annually,  under  any  the  roost  unfavorable  view  of  the 
matter,'  to  secure  the  allegiance  and  fidelity  of  the  stock- 
holders to  this  Government.  The  effect  of  this  upon 
the  mercenary  is  fearful;  and  I  shall  give  no  vote  to  pe^ 
petuate  it,  either  under  pretence  of  defending  the  coun- 
try, or  in  any  other  way;  for  we  have  no  right  thus  to 
bestow  the  use  of  the  public  money  upon  individuals,  to 
the  exclusion  of  the  people. 

I  will  not  detain  the  Senate  with  thia  view  of  the  mat- 
ter, but  will  consider  the  measure  as  it  purports  to  be— 
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a  bill  to  fortify  certain  places— and  examine  its  merits 
in  (hat  point  of  view.  We  have  for  a  long  time  heard 
tlie  cry  of  defence,  of  alarm,  of  fortificationi,  as  if  some 
imminent  peril  threatened  us,  demanding  such  pruden- 
tial arrangiements.  Tet  it  is  a  time  of  peace  and  tran- 
quillity, so  far  as  regards  the  maritime  frontier,  and 
promises  to  continue  so.  It  is  but  a  short  year  since  no 
entreaty  could  prevail  on  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  grant  a  dollar  to  mount  a  gun  for  the  defence  of  Bos- 
ton, where  the  forts  are  totally  dilapidated.  Where 
was  this  glowing  patriotism  then,  while  a  war  with 
France  was  impending?  We  heard  nothing  then  of  the 
bleeding  country,  and  the  cries  of  its  distressed  inhabit- 
ants! Nothing  of  the  urgent  necessity  of  surrounding 
ourseives  with  walU!  This,  again,  would  seem  to  indi- 
cate some  fresh  impulse,  some  new  motive  for  appro- 
priations. 

While  I  protest  against  passing  fortification  bills  to 
empty  the  Treasury  into  the  banks,  I  am  decidedly 
friendly  to  defending  the  country  against  all  assaults, 
within  and  without,  upon  our  frontiers  and  upon  our 
treasure. 

Thut  the  country  must  be  defended,  can  admit  of  no 
doubt;  but  1  trust  our  patriotism  is  not  to  be  measured 
bj  the  height  and  length  and  breadth  of  the  walls  we 
advocate  for  that  purpose.  There  are  other  more  sen- 
sible methods  of  testing  our  love  of  country,  and»  above 
all,  our  love  of  public  liberty  and  free  government. 

Sir,  I  am  no  military  man,  and  make  no  pretensions 
to  military  science  and  skill;  but  we  are  required  as 
public  men  to  judge  of  the  propriety  and  expediency 
uf  the  measures  submitted  to  us;  and,  for  one,  1  can  no 
more  }  ield  my  judgment,  or  submit  to  leading-strings  in 
settling  the^  nindamcntal  principles  of  defence,  than  in 
any  other  matter.  The  defence  of  the  country  is  not  a 
new  thi^ig,  an  invention  of  this  session,  as  some  seemed 
almost  to  imagine  I  but  it  is  an  affair  towards  which  the 
country  has  occasionally  turned  its  attention,  when  its 
necesuties  were  quite  as  urgent  as  at  this  time;  and 
there  are  some  things  to  be  considered  besides  pouring 
out  all  the  treasure  in  the  erection  of  walls  and  batte- 
ries. What  are  they?  In  settling  this  question  with 
ordinary  sagacity,  we  murt  inquire,  who  is  to  be  our 
probable  enemy?  How  he  is  to  approach  us?  What  is 
bis  situation?  What  natural  obstacles  stand  in  the  way? 
What  use  we  may  make  of  them?  And,  above  all,  what 
kind  of  preparation  is  suited  to  our  country,  and  conge- 
nial to  its  fre^  institutions?  These  are  considerations 
that  should  be  weighed  with  the  greatest' care  before 
we  adopt  the  ordinary  European  tactics. 

We  are  then  about  to  fortify  our  maritime  frontier; 
and  who  is  to  assail  us  in  that  quarter?.  There  is  no 
Power  upon  which  we  need  bestow  a  thought,  short  of 
£urop?.  An  enemy  from  that  hemisphere  must  ap- 
proach us  by  sea;  and  the  broad  Atlantic,  three  thou- 
sand miles  wide,  rolls  between  us,  and  roust  be  passed 
before  we  can  be  assailed.  This  great  natural  barrier 
IS  in  itself  A  better  defence  than  armies.  Aside  from 
the  dangers  of  a  long  voyage,  it  is  no  easy  matter  to 
transport  an  army  that  distance,  with  its  necessary  ma" 
taiei  of  war  and  provisions.  We  have  it  from  good 
authority,  that  it  employed  four  hundred  ships  to  trans- 
port the  French  army  of  forty  thousand  men  into  Egypt. 
What  hope  of  any  permanent  or  considerable  success 
could  forty  or  fifty  thousand  men  have  to  invade  this 
country  against  a  population  of  fifteen  millions,  with  all 
their  resources  around  them'  It  would  be  the  extreme 
of  folly  and  madness  to  make  the  attempt;  while  we  are 
a  united  people,  no  nation — not  England  herself,  with 
her  thousand  ships — has  resources  sufficient  to  venture 
upon  such  a  hazardous  undertaking.  The  disadvan- 
tages under  which  an  army  moves,  when  three  thou- 
sand miles  from  its  resources,  are  incalculably  great, 
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and  are  seldom  encountered  except  for  some  object 
nearly  certain  of  accomplishment.  Whatever  army  in- 
vades us  will  assuredly  meet  with  the  fate  of  Burgoyne 
and  Cornwallis;  and  if,  in  that  day  of  small  things,  with 
a  population  of  three  millions  and  no  resources,  we 
could  subdue  seven  thousand,  what,  with  like  resolution, 
and  our  present  resources,  may  we  not  do? 

But,  sir,  we  are  a  commercial  people,  having  prop- 
erty to  a  vast  amount  scattered  everywhere  upon  the 
surface  of  the  high  seas;  and  this  is  not  to  be  abandoned, 
unless  we  are  willing  to  give  up  our  trade  and  inter- 
course with  foreign  nations.  Our  course,  then,  is  plain, 
if  we  adopt  a  system  of  defence  adapted  to  our  condi- 
tion. We  must  go  forth  upon  this  great  highway,  and 
maintain  our  right  to  be  there.  We  must  protect  our 
property  afloat,  keep  open  the  channeb  of  communica- 
tion between  us  and  nations  with  whom  we  have  amica- 
ble relations,  compel  our  adversary  to  concentrate  his 
forces  and  to  move  cautiously,  and  fling  from  our  fron- 
tier the  calamities  of  war,  by  making  this  ocean  the  great 
theatre  of  conflict. 

All  these  considerations  point  to  a  navy  as  the  first 
great  available  means  of  defence  against  European  ag- 
gression. Could  there  be  greater  folly  than  to  incase 
the  country  with  fortifications,  and  sit  down  behind  them 
to  wait  for  the  approach  of  an  enemy  at  his  leisure,  who, 
if  in  undisputed  possession  of  the  high  seas,  would 
spread  his  ships  out  in  every  direction,  and  make  an  easy 
prey  of  your  commerce?  What  galUnt,  high-minded 
people  could  consent  to  abandon  their  property,  their 
countrymen,  and  their  rights,  to  the  seas,  and  sit  waiting 
for  the  ravages  of  war  to  be  brought  to  their  own  fron* 
tier?  Not  Uiose  who  have  proudly  borne  the  flag  in 
triumph  to  the  remotest  portions  of  the  earth,  amid 
dangers  and  perils  that  seemed  insurmountable.  Not 
those  who  claim  and  are  willing  fearlessly  to  assert  their 
right  to  the  great  highway  of  nations.  Sir,  we  cannot 
be  so  unwise  as  to  abandon  these  great  natural  means 
of  defence;  we  cannot  suffer  our  commerce  to  be 
broken  up,  and  our  property  wasted,  without  an  effort 
to  inflict  like  injury  upon  our  adversary.  Our  experi- 
ence demonstrates  that  small  means  are  capable  of  ex- 
ecuting much;  so  much,  that  we  have  no  occasion  to 
despair,  and  little  more  to  fear  any  attempts  at  invasion. 

But,  sir,  maritime  defence  recommends  itself  to  us 
for  greater  and  more  urgent  reasons.  A  navy  is  more 
congenial  to  our  institutions  than  an  army.  It  consorts 
better  with  a  republican  government.  This  kind  of 
defence  is  kept  upon  its  own  element,  and  is  separated 
from  the  people.  They  therefore  experience  little  of 
that  vicious  influence  and  corrupting  power  which  in< 
sinuates  itself  into  every  community  that  mingles  with 
an  array  of  soldiers.  We  see  little  of  a  navy.  It  is  by 
itself;  and,  whatever  of  the  despotic  spirit  of  military 
rule  may  belong  to  it,  belongs  to  it  alone.  This  is 
doubtless  a  principal  reason  why  Great  Britain  has  en- 
joyed a  greater  share  of  public  liberty  than  the  conti- 
nental Powers.  The  absence  of  armies  has  permitted 
liberal  principles  to  expand  with  the  growth  of  the 
nation,  and  the  increased  knowledge  and  civilization  of 
an  improving  country.  Not  only  is  this  force  kept  by 
itself,  but  no  admiral  attains  to  civil  distinction.  They 
are  neither  made  ministers*  the  governors  of  provinces, 
nor  placed  in  any  high  stations.  A  sailor  is  seldom  heard 
of,  except  in  defending  the  honor  and  redressing  the 
wrongs  of  his  country. 

But,  further:  look  at  our  own  country;  at  achievements 
which  filled  every  bosom  with  surprise  and  joy;  which 
redeemed  the  honor  of  the  nation,  and  acquired  for  it  a 
fame  as  illustrious  and  imperishable  as  will  be  the  history 
of  our  naval  victories.  In  all  times,  and  under  all  cir- 
cumstances, our  naval  history  is  almost  without  blemish. 
The  valor,  the  intrepidity,  and  the  skill  of  our  country 
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men  come  near  to  being  all  ure  could  desire;  and  their 
magnanimity,  patriotism,  and  disintereatedneas  have 
never,  I  am  confident^  been  ttirpaated.  Where  is  the 
aatlor  who  has  dishonored  the  deck  upon  which  he  has 
trod|  or  has  tarnished  the  flag  that  waved  over  bis  head? 
To  no  other  class  of  men  can  the  honor  and  interests  of 
the  country  be  more  safely  confided,  for  they  pour  their 
blood  out  for  us  as  freelv  as  water.  And  to  their  honor  be 
it  said — and  let  a  grateful  country  acknowledge  it — ^they 
ask  nothing  in  return  but  the  monthly  wages  we  by  law 
promise  to  them.  They  demand  no  places  of  honor,  of 
trust,  or  emolument.  They  claim  no  stations  as  a  reward 
for  public  service.  They  touch  not  a  foot  of  your  public 
lands;  and  though  your  tables  here  (I  speak  it  without 
reproach,  for  no  one  feels  more  grateuil  for  valuable 
military  services)  have  for  years  groaned  under  the  weight 
of  petitions  for  pensions,  when  have  you  ever  beard 
among  them  the  name  of  a  sailor?  Sir,  as  a  singular 
illustration  of  this  disinterested,  lofty  patriotism,  petitions 
have  for  more  than  ten  years  l>een  pending  on  your  files 
for  remuneration  for  that  gallant  achievement,  the  de- 
Btruction  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia,  in  the  harbor  of 
Tripoli!  and  I  believe  not  one  of  that  devoted  band  has 
ever  put  his  name  to  any  of  these  or  any  other  pa|>er8« 
asking  for  the  bounty  of  this  Government,  though'  the 
sum  proposed  to  be  given  has  never  been  less  than  a 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  It  ia  enough  for  the  sailor 
to  sustain  the  honor  of  the  country,  and  to  preserve  its 
liberties.  AH  he  asks  in  return  is  the  proud  distinction 
of  having  borne  her  flag  in  triumph  to  the  remotest  cor- 
ners of  the  earth,  without  soiling  a  fold  of  it. 

Sir,  we  have  little  to  fear  from  such  a  class  of  men  i 
and  yet  even  for  the  navy  1  want  no  extravagant,  lavish 
appropriations  of  money;  no  unnatural  growth;  but  a 
firm,  steady  advance  in  strength,  which  will  enable  us  to 
compel  all  adveraaries  to  respect  our  rights,  because  we 
are  able  to  defend  them. 

And  now,  sir,  let  me  ask  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  the  militia,  which  ought  and  was  designed  to  be  our 
great  reliance  for  land  defence  and  protection  at  all  times, 
except  in  cases  of  actual  invasion.  Tes,  to  the  militia. 
Perhapa  the  word  itself  may  strike  some  ears  with  sur- 
prise i  for,  in  this  \onf  debate,  this  endless  discussion 
about  the  defences  of  the  country,  the  militia  have  nei- 
ther been  mentioned  nor  thought  of.  I  beg  permission 
to  recall  attention  to  that  class  of  men— to  the  armed  citi- 
zens— who  seem  to  be  cast  by  as  unworthy  of  notice 
among  the  splendid  preparations  for  war.  Let  us  not 
forget  that  those  who  achieved  our  independence  thought 
the  citizen  soldier  the  most  suitable  defender  and  guar- 
dian of  their  rights,  the  only  force  in  harmony  with 
our  institutions — a  force  (however  fashionable  it  may  be 
to  laugh  and  jest  at)  which  has  fulfilled  the  highest 
hopes  of  the  country,  by  proving  its  courage  and  skill 
equal  to  every  great  crisis  which  has  occurred  from  the 
battle  of  Bunker's  Hill  and  that  of  Saratoga  to  this  day. 
The  name  of  a  million  and  a  half  of  armea  men  is  worth 
more  than  a  wall  of  brass.  It  is  a  living  fortificittion  that 
no  einemy  will  disregard.  Who,  without  an  overwhelm- 
ing force,  will  venture  upon  an  armed,  organised  pop- 
ulation? It  is  this  organization  which,  at  all  times,  has 
saved  the  country  from  inroads,  from  its  earliest  settle- 
ment. And  haa  the  day  come  when,  in  the  pride  of 
power,  in  our  zeal  to  be  defended,  we  are  about  to 
abandon  the  militia,  and  substitute  a  regular  army? 
Sir,  we  have  always  been  taught  that  military  power  in 
a  free  Government  is  dangerous;  that  it  does  not  har- 
monize with  republican  institutions;  that  it  ia  arbitrary 
and  violent  in  its  character;  that  its  lessons  are  obedi- 
ence and  submission,  and  all  its  elements  the  opposite  of 
popular  liberty.  We  have  been  instructed,  also,  that 
lberoilitia-*in  other  words,  armed  citizens — can  be  trust- 
ed, because  Ibey  are  the  protectors  of  their  own  fire- 


sides; because  they  are  the  people  themselves,  doing 
service  in  time  of  peace,  as  a  patriotic  and  not  as  a  mer. 
cenary  act;  and  because  their  interests  are  identified 
with  the  preaervatlon  of  peace,  tbe  perpetuity  of  p«pubr 
rights,  and  the  dominion  of  law.  They  mostly  boid  the 
elective  franchise,  and  thus  constitute  part  aiid  parcel 
of  the  elements  of  the  Government  itself!  Thus  bwinj 
to  us  by  every  tie  of  affection  and  intereat,  and  eitmpt 
from  all  dependence  on  tbe  Government,  they  coniti« 
tute  a  force  on  which  we  may  aafely  rely;  a  force  that 
can  have  no  motive  to  follow  an  ambitious  leader,  or  to 
conquer  the  liberties  of  the  country.  They  are,  in  truth, 
the  people  themselves,  who  become  soldiers  for  no  other 
purpose  than  to  preaerve  the  country.  This  force 
constitutes  a  part  of  our  organization;  a  part  of  oar  re- 
publican system.  It  Is  the  strong  arm  on  which  the 
framers  of"^  the  constitution  relied;  and  are  we  about  to 
pass  it  by,  as  of  no  account  in  the  diefence  of  tbe  countr)'* 
Sir,  we  have  fallen  upon  new,  if  not  onpropitioos  times. 
Efforts  have  been  made  here,  year  after  year,  to  give 
some  encouragement  to  tbe  militia.  We  have  been  en- 
treated  by  the  States  to  turn  our  attention  to  the  matter, 
and  to  pUce  this  force  upon  a  more  respectable  and  i 
more  honorable  footing;  but«  as  far  aa  my  memory 
serves  me,  we  have  never  even  condescended  to  take  tbe 
matter  into  consideration,  while  scarce  a  day  passes  with- 
out an  exhortation  to  increase  the  army,  or  to  enlarge 
the  fortifications.  Sir,  I  have  a  confiding  reliance  on  a 
gallant,  patriotic  people,  that  they  will  never  auffer 
their  country  to  be  diahonored;  and  when  they  cease  to 
justify  that  trust,  they  will  ceaae  to  liare  a  Government 
in  which  they  will  participate.  It  is  plain  to  me  that 
our  fathers  relied  upon  a  navy  and  the  militia  ft>r 
the  protection  and  defence  of  the  country,  except  in 
great  and  urgent  emergencies;  and  I  feel  an  earnest 
desire  that  their  great  principles  in  this  matter,  so 
intimately  connected  as  they  are  with  our  future  hopes, 
may  not  be  abandoned.  The  militia,  if  property  re- 
garded, is  daily  becoming  more  and  more  effectire,  by 
the  great  facilities  for  intercommunication  which  are  notar 
afforded  by  steam.  Forces  to  a  great  amount  nay  nov 
be  suddenly  collected  at  important  pointa  along  tbe  sea* 
coast,  without  the  fatigue  of  long  and  dilatory  marches, 
which  must  add  greatly  to  our  military  atrength  and  k- 
curity.  Indeed,  the  expediency  and  wisdom  of  rehing 
upon  this  force  was  never,  at  any  moment,  more  appa- 
rent than  now. 

While  I  contend  for  these,  as  leading  matters  of  a  de- 
fence founded  upon  enlightened  views  of  our  position 
and  our  republican  Government,  I  by  no  means  deny 
the  propriety  of  fortifying  to  some  extent.  The  chief 
cities  and  places  of  commercial  businem  ought  to  have 
some  protection;  but  I  object  to  such  fortifications  i' 
that  at  Old  Point  Comfort,  conUining  over  sixty  acres 
of  land,  and  costing  about  two  miUiona  of  dollars.  Tbu 
is  a  system  of  defence  belonging  to  standing  armies  and 
burdensome  taxation.  Our  republic  should  shun  botn. 
I  would  construct,  at  important  points,  forts  of  suitable 
dimensions  and  strength  to  guard  against  surprise  or 
sudden  assaults  by  an  enemy.  For 'the  rest,  I  wculu 
rely  on  the  emergency.  Sir,  if  the  whole  coast  is  to  w 
fortified,  and  the  fortifications  are  to  be  of  this  gig*"^^ 
character,  is  not  this  preparation  to  be  the  apology  for  j| 
standing  army,  and  for  an  annual  expenditure  that  viti 
oppress  and  bow  down  the  people  under  burdens  gne^' 
ous  to  be  borne?  If  the  people  would  see  what  com<» 
of  splendid  Governments,  let  them  look  into  ^^^^ 
and  see  the  laborer  toiling  through  a  life  of  poverty  ana 
wretchedness  to  sustain  them.  Let  them  se^  the  mes- 
orable  decree  which  binds  him  to  the  earth,  and  fleeces 
him  with  tithea  and  taxes. 

Sir,  when  the  people,  or  the  people's  representai»res 
are  captivated  with  military  glory;  when  the  tap  of  iw 
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<Srum  is  heard  daily  in  the  street;  when  a  military  spirit 
has  seized  us;  when  our  thoughts  ran  upon  the  achieve- 
ments of  arms,  the  acquisition  of  territor)*,  the  enlarge- 
ment of  our  limits;  when  we  become  belligerant  in  our 
feeling^, quarrelsome  and  overbearing  towards  our  neigh- 
bors; when  we  are  for  drawing  the  sword  and  unfurling 
the  banner  to  settle  every  controversy;  when,  in  a  word, 
we  begin  to  pky  the  bully,  and  to  rely  on  our  strength, 
instead  of  dealing  justly  and  temperately,  the  signs  of 
the  times  must  be  viewed  as  ominous  of  evil,  for  our  in- 
stitutions are  peaceable  in  their  character,  and  always 
suffer  when  touched  by  the  jarring  elements  of  war. 
I^et  that  state  of  sentiment  be  aided  by  a  concentration 
of  public  affection  in  military  leaders,  and  a  standing 
army,  and  we  may  read  our  fate  in  that  of  Athens  under 
Pericles,  republican  Britain  under  Cromwell,  and  repub- 
lican France  under  Napoleon.     The  transition  is  easy; 
and  the  history  of  the  world  shows  that,  under  these  symp- 
toms, it  is  certain,  from  a  free  Government  to  a  military 
despotism.     Names  usually  remain  unchanged,  but  the 
power  is  shifted  from  the  many  to  one.    Let  me,  then, 
entreat  the  Senate  to  be  no  way  instrumental  in  creating 
a  necessity  for  a  standing  army,  which  is  the  bane  of  a 
free  Government.    A  standing  army  enjoys  no  liberty, 
and  knows  not  how  to  appreciate  it;  it  is  acquainted 
with  nothing  but  obedience  and  dependence;  it  feeds 
from  the  public  crib,  and  is  too  oflen  faithful  to  the  mas- 
ter tliat  deals  out  its  daily  bread,  or  promises  it  an  op- 
portunity to  plunder  others.     All  example  teaches  us, 
by  the  melancholy  fate  of  others,  to  shun  this  certain 
destruction.     I  would  listen  willi  strong  distrust  to  all 
propositions  to  increase  the  army,  or  to  erect  works 
v.'hich  will  make  such  an  increase  necessary;  and  so  will 
the  people  of  Massachusetts.     Do  gentlemen  suppose 
that  a  people  who  have  been  nursed  in  the  cradle  of  lib- 
erty—a  people  whose  soil  was  once  stained  with  the 
tread,   and  whose  churches  were  desecrated  by  the 
fports  of  armies  brought  here  to  defend  the  royal  Gov- 
ernment— will  be  seduced  from  their  principles  by  a  prof- 
fer to  spend  in  their  harbors  one  or  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars^     Sir,  you  must  come  with  heavier  bribes,  if  you 
would  tempt  the  mercenary  spirit  of  that  people,  or  se- 
duce them  from  their  steady,  firm,  and  unchangeable 
bve  of  public  liberty.     You  must  first  blot  from  their 
memories  the  history  of  the  Revolution,  before  you  will 
Mcceed  in  teaching  them  that  standing  armies  are  in  har- 
mony with  our  institutions.     This  scheme,  therefore,  of 
placing  a  fort  in  each  State,  will  not  recommend  to  us 
double  and  triple  appropriations,  or  a  lavish  waste  of 
public  money.     The  object  and  the  effect  are  apparent. 
No  one  doubts,  Mr.  President,  that  if  you  insist  on 
finding  out  how  much  money  can  be  spent,  the  military 
bureaus  will  send  you  projects  that  would  absorb  the 
revenues  of  the  earth.     Look,  sir,  at  the  monstrous 
■urns  which  this  report  proposes  to  disburse  for  the  army 
and  the  navy.    Sixty-two  millions  for  the  former,  and 
seventeen  for  the  latter;  making  about  eighty  millions. 
Sir,  such  propositions  are  not  to  be  listened  to  for  a  mo- 
ment.   What  follows?    According  to  the  annunciation 
j'lst  made  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  these  estimates  are  not  large  enough  by  one 
third  or  more.     We  should  then  have  forts  enough  to 
employ  one  hundred  thousand  men  in  time  of  war;  and 
how  many  in  time  of  peace,  I  know  not;  but  an  army  at 
least  to  absorb  like  a  sponre  the  earnings  of  the  laborer. 
Sir,  let  us  abandon  this  mvish  spirit,  and  return  to  the 
great  cardinal  virtues — economy  in  the  expenditure  of 
the  public  money  and  reform  of  abuses.    1  will  not,  for 
one,  be  tempted  into  a  violation  of  these  g^eat  princi- 
ples, under  the  delusive  cry  of  defence,  defence!     An 
nonest,  upright,  and  just  course  of  policy  will  seldom 
call  for  any  defence.   It  is  the  noisy  tone  of  bravado  that 
demands  defence,  and  generally  makes  it  necessary. 


Let  us  proceed  upon  the  old  and  safe  principles:  deal 
justly,  and  cease  to  hunt  for  injuries  and  to  give  provo- 
cation, and  we  shall  have  few  wrongs  to  redress.  I  have 
no  objection  to  beginning  new  works  where  they  are 
necessary,  as  I  believe  most  of  those  in  this  bill  are;  but 
I  cannot  vote  for  these  long  and  extravagant  appropria- 
tions. 1  have  said  that  great  forts  are  not  necessary; 
and  in  proof  of  this,  and  that  nothing  urgent  presses 
upon  us,  I  do  not  recollect  that  any  town,  however 
poorly  fortified,  was  ever  entered  by  an  enemy's  ship, 
from  the  settlement  of  the  country  to  this  time,  except 
in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  when  the  British  had  in 
the  outset  possession  of  most  of  the  important  posts. 
And  yet  we  were,  in  colonial  times,  involved  in  long  and 
bitter  wars.  These  two  hundred  years  of  experience, 
when  we  were  weak,  ought  to  be  worth  something. 
The  history  of  them  furnishes  a  striking  contrast  to  the 
present  day — a  contrast  humbling  to  our  pride.  The 
spirit  of  chivalry  that  sustained  a  feeble  community  has 
vanished,  and,  like  tortoises,  we  are  crawling  into  shells. 
For  one,  sir,  I  have  no  distrust  of  the  manly  courage 
and  patriotism  of  the  people;  they  will,  come  what  may, 
save  the  country  from  dishonor,  unless  you  teach  them 
to  rely  for  protection  upon  standing  armies. 

I  have  another  objection  to  the  present  plan  of  opera- 
tions. The  apology  for  anticipating  the  demands  for 
future  years  is  to  enable  the  engineers  to  make  long 
contracts.  This  is  the  most  unpropitious  of  all  times 
to  make  long  contracts;  every  thing  is  run  up  to  the 
highest  price,  and  nothing  could  be  more  unwise  than 
to  make  long  contracts  at  the  present  value  of  labor 
and  materials.  To  force  works  now,  when  there  is  no 
pressing  emergency,  would  not  only  be  a  g^eat  waste  of 
public  money,  but,if  extensive  new  works  are  commenc- 
ed, then  the  United  States  becomes  a  bidder  for  labor 
and  materials  against  other  public  works  and  improve- 
ments, as  well  as  against  individual  operations;  and,  sir, 
it  requires  no  sagacity  to  predict  that  the  weaker  party 
must  yield,  ft  has  been  said  that  no  such  effect  can  be 
produced,  because  millions  upon  millions  are  expending 
in  New  York  to  rebuild  the  burnt  district,  and  no  such 
result  has  followed.  Sir,  !  have  before  me  evidence 
proving  that  this  course  has  pressed  so  heavily  on  other 
portions  of  the  country  as  actually  to  suspend  works 
under  contract. 

I  have,  sir,  as  all  know  who  have  observed  my  public 
course,  been  the  unwavering  advocate  of  the  labormg 
class  of  the  public.  My  most  sincere  desire,  at  all  times, 
has  been,  that  they  should  realize  a  just  and  liberal  com- 
pensation for  their  work;  for  no  other  state  of  things  can 
give  a  vigorous  prosperity  to  the  country.  These  opin- 
ions remain  unaltered.  I  am  still  under  the  firm  belief 
that  labor  must  be  well  paid,  to  make  a  happy  and  well- 
regulated  community.  But  how  is  labor  best  encour- 
aged? How  is  it  that  employers  in  this  country  can 
afford  to  pay  higher  wag^s  than  are  paid  for  like  services 
in  Europe^  One  great  reason  is  this:  public  improve- 
ments here  have  been  pushed  forward  to  an  extent  un- 
exampled. The  canal,  for  example,  from  Lake  Erie  to 
Albsny,  opens  a  line  of  water  communication  thousands 
of  miles  in  extent,  and  brings  into  action  the  resources 
of  a  vast  country  which  before  were  dormant.  A  barrel 
of  flour  may  probably  be  delivered  fi'om  the  Lakes  at 
New  York  at  less  expense  of  transportation  than  a  like 
transit  of  fifty  miles  over  land  in  Germany.  Here,  then, 
labor  acts  with  a  power  of  production  unknown  in 
Europe.  It  can  make  more  grain;  send  into  the  market 
more  of  the  fruits  of  its  action  in  all  ways;  and  hence  it 
is  justly  entitled  to  more  compensation.  Such  is  the 
effect  of  all  internal  improvements,  all  facilities  of  trans- 
portation, which  bring  products  at  less  expense  ihto  the 
market.  Every  line  of  railroad  opens  new  resources, 
gives  employment  to  new  capital,  and  to  labor  invigora- 
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ted  action,  because  it  has  more  material  at  cheaper  rates 
to  work  upon.  How  deeply  interested,  then,  are  all 
laborers  in  internal  improvement!  How  anxious  ought 
they  to  be  to  advance  them!  With  these  views,  I  have 
felt  a  most  anxious  solicitude  to  prevent  the  public  mo- 
ney from  being  lavished  away  on  objects  that  will  yield 
little  lasting  benefit  to  the  public,  when  it  may  be  dis- 
tributed among  the  States,  and  be  made  instrumental  in 
advancing  the  interests  and  prosperity  of  the  people. 
Sure  f  am,  if  the  States  should  have  a  little  aid  in  this  way, 
great  lines  of  rapid  and  cheap  communication  would 
soon  penetrate  them,  infusing  fresh  vigfor  into  agricul- 
ture, manufactures,  and  all  the  multifarious  objects  upon 
which  labor  acts.  If  you  give  to  a  man  two  acres  of  fer- 
tile land  to  cultivate,  mstead  of  one,  it  will  be  his  fault 
if  be  does  not  produce  more,  and  make  his  situation  bet- 
ter. I  must,  therefore,  be  permitted  to  say  that  the  in- 
terests of  the  people  demand,  imperiously  demand,  the 
distribution  of  the  surplus  in  the  Treasury,  to  be  ex- 
pended for  their  benefit,  instead  of  being  lavished  upon 
unnecessary  measures  of  defence. 

Sir,  in  the  course  of  this  debate  I  have  heard  the  sur- 
plus heavily  and  bitterly  denounced,  and  fortifications 
recommended  in  its  stead.  The  people  themselves  have 
been  harshly  characterized  as  scrambling  after  the  pub- 
lic money.  The  people  scrambling  af\er  it;  after  their 
own  property!  You  took  it  from  them,  have  no  need  of 
it,  and  now  they  call  on  you  to  return  it.  This  is  de- 
nominated scrambling!  Sir,  the  people  are  not  scram- 
bling; but  the  scramble  is  here,  in  these  halls,  and 
among  the  pel  banks,  to  keep  the  people's  money  from 
them  by  devising  new  schemes  of  defending  the  country, 
and  by  making  appropriations  years  in  advance.  The 
scramble  is  to  keep  what  does  not  belong  to  you;  and, 
air,  the  public  are  not  so  blind  as  not  to  comprehend 
this.  They  understand  to  whom  this  money  belongs, 
and  will  not  be  satisfied  to  have  a  few  favored  individuals 
enjoy  the  use  of  it.  There  must,  sir,  either  be  a  sur- 
plus, or  such  a  profligate  and  wasteful  expenditure  as 
has  never  been  witnessed.  This  cannot  be  disguised. 
It  must  be  met,  and  gentlemen  must  choose  the  alterna- 
tive they  mean  to  take.  On  this  point  1  join  issue  with 
all  who  favor  lavish  schemes,  to  waste  the  public  money 
under  guise  of  defending  the  country.  It  is  to  keep  the 
money  from  the  people,  to  prevent  their  being  benefited 
by  it.  It  is  declaring  to  them  they  cannot  be  trusted 
with  their  own  property;  but  the  Government,  ay,  the 
Government,  as  their  guardians,  must  hold  it  and  waste 
it,  to  advjsnce  selfish  schemes,  and  to  enlarge  its  influ- 
ence, by  the  all-subduing  and  corrupting  power  of  mo- 
ney. What  stockholder  of  all  these  banks,  when  his 
property  has  been  advanced  from  par  to  thirty  per  cent, 
advance  by  the  public  deposites,  will  not  be  silenced  in 
his  opposition  to  all  abuses  of  power  .^  Talk  of  corrupt- 
ing the  people,  and  their  scrambling  af\er  the  money! 
It  is  now  employed  in  a  more  eflectual  way  than  to 
.  diffuse  its  benefits  among  the  whole  public.  Its  seduct- 
ive power  is  now  felt,  for  it  works  out  certain  conver- 
sion: and  the  question  is,  shall  it  perform  this  corrupting 
office,  or  shall  the  people  have  it?  Let  this  be  the  issue; 
let  the  people  understand  that  this  is  the  reason  for  dou- 
ble and  triple  appropriations  in  advance,  and  for  pre- 
venting the  distribution  under  the  land  bill. 

Our  true  policy  is  to  return  to  the  old  and  safe  course 
of  policy.  Give  up  the  double  and  triple  appropriations. 
Keep  the  expenditures  on  a  reasonable  footing,  and  let 
the  people  have  the  benefit  of  the  great  balance  which 
will  remain.  It  is  theirs,  and  they  know  how  to  spend 
it;  and,  allow  me  to  say,  they  will  see  and  understand 
where  the  scramble  is. 

Mr.  NtLES  said  that  as  the  Senate  had  been  occupied 
one  week  or  more  with  the  debate  on  this  bill,  he  had 
supposed  that  the  discussion  of  the  general  principles  of 


it  were  terminated;  and  he  had  been  somewhat  surprised 
at  the  observations  of  the  honorable  and  distiDguisbed 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Datxs.]  who  hsd  just 
taken  his  seat.     He  felt  reluctant  to  detain  the  Senile, 
or  to  renew  this  debate,  yet  could  not  forbear  to  notice 
some  of  the  remarks  of  the  Senator,  as  he  felt  bound  to 
do  this  in  justice  to  himself  and  those  with  whom  he 
acted.    The  honorable  Senator,  if  not  in  direct  ternis, 
at  least  by  fair  inference  from  his  remarks,  has  assigned 
to  the  friends  of  this  bill  positions  which  thef  do  not, 
I  apprehend,  assume  themselves,  and.  the  justice  of 
which  they  by  no  means  acknowledge.     So  far  as  re- 
spected himself,  he  disavowed  the  positions  in  vhich 
the  Senator  seemed  disposed  to  place  the  friends  of  the 
bill.     I'he  gentleman  can  select  what  ground  be  plesses 
for  opposing  this  measure;  but  he  could  sot  assent  to 
his  assigning  to  him,  as.  one  of  its  friends,  a  position 
which  he  had  not  taken,  and  which  he  did  not  approve. 
The  Senator  seems  to  charge  those  who  support  this 
bill,  as  not  having  proper  confidence  in  the  navy,  snd  ss 
not  placing  a  sufficient  reliance  on  that  as  a  means  of 
defending  the  maritime  frontier.    Sir,  eaid  Mr.  N-,  so 
far  as  I  know  the  sentiments  of  the  friends  of  this  meas* 
ure,  this  is  entirely  incorrect  and  unjust.     Fortifications, 
to  the  extent  that  they  may  be  necessary  for  the  defence 
and  security  of  our  towns  and  harbors,  are  not  only  not 
incompatible  with  a  main  reliance  on  the  naval  force  for 
the  protection  of  the  maritime  frontier,  but  they  form 
an  essential  part  of  that  system  of  defence.     Fortifies* 
tions  at  proper  points  are  not  only  required  to  defend 
our  towns,  but  equally  «o  for  the  shelter  and  security  of 
our  ships.  In  case  of  war,  we  cannot  expect  at  all  times 
and  in  all  places  to  have  a  naval  force  superior  to  lt»t 
of  the  enemy  on  our  coast. 

But  I  pass  from  this  point,  as  my  principal  object  mi 
to  notice  what  the  honorable  Senator  sud  concerning  the 
militia.  He  remarked  that  Senators  seemed  to  forget 
that  our  principal  reliance  in  war,  and  our  sole  relisnce 
in  peace,  was  on  the  militia;  on  an  armed  body  of  citi- 
zens. In  this  opinion  he  fully  concurred.  It  was  a  noble 
sentiment,  correct,  just,  and  patriotic;  and  he  congratu- 
lated the  Senate  and  the  country  on  this  evidence  of  ibe 
f progress  of  sound  doctrine,  ana  in  a  quarter  where  he 
east  expected  it.  He  rejoiced  to  bear  sentiments  so  just 
and  correct,  from  so  distinguished  a  gentleman,  who  hu 
occupied  so  prominent  a  position,  and  possessed  aucb 
commanding  influence,  in  a  leading  State  in  the  esstern 
section  of  the  Union.  But  he  feared  that  tlie  gentleman 
was  somewhat  singidar  in  his  views,  or  somewhat  in  ad- 
vance of  his  political  associates.  Sir,  said  Mr.  N.,  1  had 
supposed  that  the  party  to  which  that  Senator  belong^i 
had  for  many  years,  and  particularly  since  the  last  war? 
endeavored  to  degprade,  disorganize,  and  break  up  the 
entire  militia  system.  Such,  he  knew,  had  been  the  case 
in  his  own  State;  and  although  he  could  not  spesk  with 
the  same  confidence  of  others,  yet  he  believed  such  had 
been  the  tendency  of  their  influence  generally.  That 
party,  in  his  own  State,  had  for  many  years,  individaajly 
and  collectively,  exerted  a  steady  influence,  unfriendly 
and  injurious  to  the  militia;  they  had  passed  numeroui 
laws  calculated  to  derange  the  system,  destroy  its  effi- 
ciency, and  bring  it  into  disrepute.  These  laws,  in  n»Jjy 
of  their  provisions,  had  been  in  direct  conflict  with  tbc 
act  of  Congress  of  1795,  providing  for  orgsnizing  the 
militia  of  the  States.  The  last  fatal  blow  in  this  work  oi 
degrading  and  destroying  the  militia,  was  |^iven  during 
the  panic  session  of  1834.  Then  it  was,  sir,  that,  witti 
an  Executive  fresh  from  this  hall,  where  for  six  yesrsne 
had  been  instructed  and  enlightened  in  the  true  theory  o> 
our  Government,  and  the  great  principles  of  civil  libertyi 
the  Legislature  gave  the  finishing  stroke,  and  completely 
prostrated  the  militia  system.  And  this  was  done  m  > 
way,  and  under  circumstances,  that  I  hardly  dare  to  idc^ 
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tion,  lest  I  should  expose  myself  to  the  imputation  of 
CAstinf^  discredit  on  my  own  State. 

[Here  Mr.  Bbstoit  requested  Mr.  N.  to  state  the  facts 
to  which  he  alluded.] 

Sir,  said  Mr.  N.,  I  will  state  them,  for  the  discredit 
cannot  be  in  the  relation,  but  in  the  acts  themselves. 
Whilst  the  Legislature  was  in  session,  some  of  those  pa- 
triotic citizens  who  had  been  long  engaged  in  attempting 
to  degrade  the  militia,  got  up  a  mock  military  company, 
composed  of  boys  and  young  men,  dressed  in  tlie  most 
Cftntastic  mock  uniforms,  and  with  arms  of  every  descrip- 
tion, both  wonderful  and  strange,  and  music  like  the 
sounds  of  rams'  horns.     This  company  of  patriots,  after 
bein|sr  marched  about  the  streets,  was  paraded  before 
the  State-house,  where  the  grave  and  wise  legislators, 
who  had  been  deputed  to  take  care  of  the  interests  and 
honor  of  the  State,  so  far  lost  sight  of  both,  so  far  forgot 
what  was  due  to  themselves  and  to  their  constituents,  as 
to  leave  their  places  to  witness  this  contemptible  and 
ridiculous  spectacle.    But  this  was  not  all,  nor  the  worst. 
The  same  day,  and  apparently  under  the  influences  of 
this  mock  military  exhibition,  they  pass  the  act  to  which 
I  have  referred — a  law  to  disorganize  and  degrade  the 
militia  of  the  State.     But  in  this  instance,  as  in  many 
other*,  the  people  were  in  advance  of  their  representa- 
tives.^ This  unworthy  proceeding  aroused  a  spirit  which 
contributed,  with  other  causes,  to  produce  a  change  in 
the  councils  of  the  State;  and  at  the  very  next  session  of 
the  Legislature  the  obnoxious  act  was  repealed,  and  the 
militia  re-established  on  that  basis  on  which  they  were 
placed  by  the  act  of  Congress  passed  in  1795.     Among 
the  consequences  of  the  proceedings  referred  to,  was 
one  (whether  advantageous  to  the  State  or  not,  he  would 
not  say)  which  had  been  of  some  importance  to  himself. 
Sir,  said  Mr.   N.,  I  have  long  believed,  and  many 
years*  experience  has  added  to  the  strength  of  the  con- 
viction, that  the  militia  system — the  system  of  armed 
citizens  of  combining  citizens  and  soldiers-— the  system 
which  unites  not  the  sword  and  the  purse,  but  the  mus- 
ket ajid  the  ballot,  was  a  fundamental  part  of  our  politi- 
cal institutions.     And  when  he  had  witnessed  the  prece- 
dence of  sentinnents  hostile  to  it,  and  the  tendency  of  in- 
fluences calculated  to  degrade  and  subvert  it,  he  had 
trembled  for  the  liberties  of  his  country;  believing,  as  he 
did,  that  this  part  of  the  system  could  not  be  destroyed, 
without  endangering  the  whole  fabric.     He  had  felt  it  a 
duty  to  say  what  he  had  on  this  subject,  because  he  could 
not  consent  to  be  placed  in  a  position  unfriendly  to  the 
militia,  or  to  silently  suffer  an  inference  to  be  deduced, 
unsupported  and  unfounded  as  he  believed  it  to  be,  that 
those  who  supported  this  bill  did  not  rely  mainly  on  the 
militia  for  the  defence  of  the  country.     This  objection 
of  the  Senator  could  have  no  force  as  applicable  to  this 
bill;  although  he  would  admit  that  it  would  apply  with 
great  weight  to  a  comprehensive  plan  of  fortifications, 
based  on  the  principle  of  its  combining  in  itself  the  means 
of  a  complete  defence  of  the  maritime  frontier.     Such 
a  s>'stem  might  seem  to  exclude  a  reliance  on  the  militia, 
and  to  be  intimately  connected  with  a  standing  army,  or 
a  large  roiliUry  force.     But  this  bill  only  provides  for 
defending  cities  and  harbors  from  floating  batteries;  and 
as  much  confidence  as  he  had  in  the  militia,  he  could 
not  believe  that  the  native  courage  and  muscular  arm 
of  the  ploughman  and  mechanic  were  a  safe  reliance,  or 
the  proper  kind  offeree,  with  which  to  defend  our  towns 
against  naval  batteries.     But  if  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Davis]   thinks  the  militia  a 
better  force  for  the  defence  of  seaports  than  fortifica* 
tions,  and  bis  distinguished  colleague  should  concur  in 
the  same  views,  he  should  be  willing,  and  presumed  the 
majority  of  the  Senate  would  consent,  to  strike  out  the 
fortifications  for  the  State  they  represent,  merely  to 
oblige  the  honorable  gentlemen. 


I  must  a|fain,  said  Mr.  N.,  express  my  gratification 
that  the  militia  system— that  system  of  popular  military 
power^had  found  so  able  and  distinguished  an  advocate 
as  was  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  in  the  ranks  of 
the  old  federal  party;  a  party  which  it  had  oflen  been 
said  was  honest,  but  mistaken.  He  iiad  never  doubted 
that  it  was  mistaken;  and  had  sometimes  half  believed 
that,  in  its  better  days,  it  was  honest.  It  was  mistaken 
in  many  of  its  principles;  but  its  greatest  and  most  fatal 
mistake  was,  the  want  of  confidence  in  the  people.  He 
could  well  remember  the  time  when  that  party,  if  willing 
to  trust  the  people  with  arms  in  their  hands,  were  not 
willing  to  trust  them  with  votes  in  their  pockets — when 
nothing  short  of  a  freehold  was  believed  to  be  sufficient  to 
render  it  safe  for  those  who  were  intrusted  with  the 
defence  of  the  country  to  have  a  voice  in  its  political 
affairs.  There  was  one  othei^  remark  of  the  honorable 
Senator  which  he  could  not  forbear  to  notice.  It  was 
with  surprise  and  astonishment  that  he  heard  this  bill 
characterized  as  presenting  a  bribe  to  the  people  of  the 
State  represented  by  the  Senator,  and  which,  he  thought, 
they  would  indignantly  spurn.  A  bribe!  What  have 
we  here  that  deserves  to  be  viewed  in  so  odious  a  light? 
Is  a  proposition  to  defend  the  population  in  our  seaports, 
to  be  regarded  as  an  attempt  to  bribe  them?  The  de- 
fence of  the  country  is  the  first,  most  important,  and 
most  sacred  duty  of  this  Government.  It  was  this  which 
led  to  the  formation  of  the  old  confederacy;  and,  from 
that  day  to  the  present  moment,  it  has  constituted  the 
strength  of  the  bond  of  our  union.  Sir,  said  Mr.  K., 
this  charge,  harsh  enough,  let  it  proceed  from  whom  it 
may,  is  peculiarly  so  when  coming  from  the  quarter  it 
has.  Are  the  advocates  of  that  extraordinary  measure, 
the  distribution  scheme — a  measure  which  bears  upon  its 
very  face  the  design  of  bribery  and  corruption— to  charge 
the  friends  of  this  bill  with  attempting  to  bribe  the  peo- 
ple, because  they  propose  to  defend  them?  Such  impu- 
tations come  with  an  ill  grace  from  that  quarter.  Sir, 
no  measure,  which  is  clearly  within  the  regular,  legiti- 
mate, and  constitutional  sphere  of  the  action  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, can  be  justly  regarded  in  the  odious  light  of  a 
proffered  bribe.  It  may  be  impolitic,  unwise,  and  even 
wasteful;  but  it  cannot  partake  in  any  degree  of  the 
character  uf  bribery.  No,  sir,  it  is  only  when  we  over- 
step the  bounds  of  the  constitution;  when,  departing 
from  our  prescribed  limits,  and  penetrating  into  those  of 
the  States,  we  attempt  to  accomplish  objects  over  which 
we  have  no  rightful  control,  by  applying  the  revenues 
of  this  Government,  that  our  measures  become  justly 
obnoxious  to  the  charge  of  bribery.  It  is  not^  difficult 
to  perceive  that  it  is  schemes  like  these  which  have 
called  forth  the  opposition  to  the  measure  now  before 
us.  Their  corrupting  and  pernicious  influence  is  already 
felt  on  every  measure  that  comes  up  for  consideration. 
That  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  is  under  this  influ- 
ence, he  has  furnished  sufficient  evidence.  He  asks  if 
the  public  funds  could  not  be  more  usefully  employed 
in  developing  the  resources  of  the  country,  and  seems 
to  suppose  that  railroads  will  be  more  eflicient  than  for- 
tifications for  the  defence  of  the  country.  This,  he  be- 
lieved, was  a  new  advantage  claimed  for  railroads,  but 
thought  it  might  not  be  more  unfounded  than  some  other 
public  benefits,  which  were  anticipated  from  them.  But 
whatever  other  results  may  follow  their  introduction, 
he  (Mr.  N.)  thought  that  railroads  would  not  entirely 
supersede  the  necessity  of  fortifications.  He  had  seen 
enough  to  satisfy  him  that  it  is  the  disposition  to  seize 
upon  the  surplus  as  the  means  of  carrying  on  works  of 
this  kind,  which  produced  the  objections  to  ihis  bill  and 
embarrassed  our  entire  legislation.  The  mischievous 
influence,  which  was  foreseen  and  foretold  by  the  oppo- 
nents of  that  scheme,  we  now  witness.  We  ought,  per- 
haps, to  feel  under  obligations  to  the  gentlemen  for  their 


1563 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


1564 


Sbnatx^ 


Louitville  and  Portland  Canal, 


[Mat  25, 1836. 


reftdiness  to  verify  our  predictions;  they  seem  resrilved 
that  we  shall  have  the  reputation  of  prophets,  and  to 
leave  nothing  for  us  to  do  to  acquire  this  reputation.  I 
have  ready  said  Mr.  N.,  of  two  brothers  in  England,  who 
became  fanatics,  and  imagined  that  they  had  the  gi(\  of 
prophecy ;  among  other  predictions,  they  foretold  the  death 
of  their  mother  on  a  certain  day;  but  as  the  good  lady 
did  not  value  the  reputation  of  her  sons  as  prophets  suf- 
ficiently to-be  willing  to  establish  it  at  so  great  a  sacrifice, 
she  obstinately  refused  to  die;  snd,  to  avoid  the  imputation 
of  being  false  propliett,  they  were  obliged  to  murder 
her.  But  the  aidvocates  of  the  distribution  scheme,  who 
now  talk  about  defending  the  country  by  railroads,  im- 
pose no  such  hard  terms  on  the  opponents  of  that  scheme; 
and,  although  they  may  not  be  willing  to  sacrifice  their 
lives,  they  volunteer  their  declarations  and  votes,  to 
confirm  our  predictions  and  establish  our  reputation  as 
true  prophets. 

To  this  and  every  measure  involving  expenditure,  the 
distributors  discover  serious  objectbns;  they  complain, 
they  remonstrate,  they  cannot  be  satisfied;  and  although 
they  do  not  tell  us  in  so  many  words  the  true  source  of 
their  objections,  it  is  sufficiently  manifest  it  is  the  sur- 
plus, which  they  want  for  other  purposes.  Sir,  said  Mr. 
N.,  we  are  informed  of  an  ancient  people,  for  whom 
much  was  done,  and  great  exertions  made  for  their 
benefit;  they  were  led  out  from  a  land  of  bondage,  and 
conducted  safely  through  the  wilderness  to  a  goodly  land; 
yet  they  were  not  satisfied;  they  murmured;  they  com- 
plained; they  found  fault  with  their  leader;  they  could 
not  be  satisfied  with  the  manna  of  the  wilderness, 
altiiough  sent  down  from  Heaven;  but  when  the  true 
cause  of  their  complaint  was  discovered,  it  was  found 
that  they  all  sprang  from  a  longing  and  hankering  aAer 
the  «  fleslipots  of  Bgypt.'*  So  it  is  with  those  who  mur- 
mur against  this  bill;  the  true  secret  of  their  opposition 
is,  a  longing  after  the  surplus,  a  hankering  after  the 
flesh  pots  of  Egypt.  That  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  is  under  this  infiuence,  is  perfectly  mani- 
fest; he  is  thinking  about  the  fleshpots;  he  wants  a  part 
of  the  surplus  to  complete  the  western  railroad  hii  State 
is  constructing.  But  the  citizens  of  that  enterprising 
and  wealthy  State  are  abundantly  able  to  accomplish 
that  work  without  looking  here  for  aid.  It  is  within  the 
means  of  individuals,  and  certainly  within  those  of  the 
State.  Let  them  go  ahead,  then,  with  the  work,  and 
rely  on  their  own  resources;  he  wished  them  success, 
although  rather  skeptical  as  to  the  benefits  and  influence 
of  railroads  on  the  general  prosperity.  He  hoped  the 
gentleman  would  think  no  more  of  the  surplus,  nor 
longer  cherish  a  hankering  after  the  leeks  and  onions  of 
Egypt,  but  rely  on  the  ample  resources  of  his  State;  and 
in  that  he  trusted  that  the  objection  to  this  measure  will 
not  appear  so  insurmountable. 

Mr.  DAVIS  said  there  seemed  to  be  no  great  disa- 
greement between  the  Senator  from  Connecticut  [Mr. 
NiLss]  and  himself.  The  gentleman,  said  Mr.  D., 
seemed  to  have  been  so  great  a  lover  of  these  <*  flesh- 
pots,*^  that  he  is  not  willing  to  let  us  have  any.  He  was 
glad  to  have  the  Senator  going  along  with  him,  and  that 
he  would  not  raise  an  army  to  eat  up  the  militia.  He 
hoped  that  as  the  gentleman  had  seemed  to  consider  the 
standing  army  not  the  proper  means  of  defence,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  spirit  of  our  constitution,  he  would 
not  go  for  these  fortifications,  that  would  require  an  army 
to  maintain  them. 

[The  Senate  adjourned  without  the  vote  being  taken.] 

M^EDHESDAT,  Mat  25.      , 

LOUISVILLE  AND  PORTLAND  CANAL. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  .private  stock  in  the  I^ouisville  and 
Portland  canal,  was  taken  up  as  the  general  order. 


Mr.  HENDRICKS  said,  that,  having  reported  this  bill 
to  the  Senate,  it  would  no  doubt  be  expected  that  he 
should  give  an  explanation  of  it,  and  he  would  ssk  tbe 
attention  of  the  Senate  a  short  time  for  that  purpose. 
This  bill  (said  Mr.  H.)  is  based  on  a  memorial  of  the 
Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  Company,  referred  by  the 
Senate  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals.  The 
memorialists  state  the  wbole  cost  of  the  canal,  the  interest 
the  Government  has  in  it,  the  dividends  it  has  declared 
and  is  declaring,  and  the  present  and  increasing  produc- 
tiveness of  the  stock;  and  go  on  to  say  that,  notvith* 
standing  all  this,  much  remains  yet  to  be  done  to  nuke 
the  canal  what  it  is  capable  of  being  made,  and  vbat  it 
must  be  made,  before  it  will  be  capable  of  accommoda- 
ting the  immense  and  rapidly  increasing  trade  of  the 
western  country;  and  that  the  individual  atockholders 
do  not  think  it  a  duty  incumbent  on  them  to  make  ad- 
ditional expenditures  pro  raia  with  the  federal  Govern- 
ment. They  pray  that  the  tolls  accruing  on  the  stock 
owned  by  the  United  States  in  the  canal  may  be  appro- 
priated to  improving  the  canal,  until  it  shall  be  render- 
ed as  capable  as  may  be  required  to  give  all  proper 
facilities  to  the  trade  passing  through  it,  or  that  the  tolls 
belonging  to  the  United  States  may  be  relinquisbed  for 
the  benefit  of  those  who  pay  toll. 

The  memorialists  declare  their  object  to  be  to  relieve 
the  commerce  of  the  West  from  the  burden  of  the  tolls 
which  now  go  into  the  Treasui^  of  the  United  States, 
either  by  causing  those  tolls  to  be  expended  in  improv- 
ing the  work,  or  by  reducing  the  tolls  in  favor  of  those 
whose  business  requires  them  to  use  the  canal.  Tbey, 
therefore,  pray  tliat  an  act  of  Congress  may  be  passed, 
authorizing  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  Company 
to  retain  the  dividends  that  may  be  declared  on  the 
Government  stock,  and  to  disburse  the  same  in  improve- 
ment on  the  canal;  or  that  an  act  may  he  passed  author- 
izing the  company  to  retain  the  dividends  on  the  stock 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  appropriate  them  to 
their  own  use,  on  condition  that  they  reduce  the  present 
rates  of  toll  twenty  per  cent. 

The  committee,  however,  have  not  adopted  cither  of 
these  propositions.  I'hey  have  not  been  able  to  see 
how  the  commerce  of  the  West  can  be  materially  relieved 
by  expending  the  Government  dividends  in  enlarging 
and  improving  the  canal — if,  indeed,  the  work  be  already 
what  it  has  heretofore  been  represented  to  be,  snd  what 
the  committee  supposes  it  to  be,  capable  of  answering 
fully  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  intended.  Nor  has 
it  been  perceived  how  the  commerce  of  the  West  can 
be  permanently  benefited  by  permitting  the  company 
to  appropriate  to  their  own  use  the  Government  divi- 
dends, on  condition  that  they  reduce  the  present  ratea 
of  toll  twenty  per  cent. ;  for  the  time  will  soon  tome 
in  which  the  commerce  of  the  West  will  swell  the  divi- 
dends of  the  company  to  the  maximum  of  their  charter, 
or  a  tariff  of  tolls  twenty  per  cent,  below  the  present 
rates;  and  whenever  that  time  shall  come,  the  company 
would,  if  this  proposition  were  adopted,  be  receiving 
the  tolls  on  Government  stock,  without  giving  any  con- 
sideration therefor;  and  western  commerce  could  not  be 
benefited  by  such  arrangement  between  the  company 
and  the  Government. 

The  committee  believe  that  the  great  commerce  of 
the  West  ought  not  to  be  in  the  hands,  or  subjected  to 
the  control,  of  any  company;  but  that  the  canal  should 
belong  to  the  Government,  and  ber  made  free;  and  they 
have  adopted  a  proposition,  made  by  the  company  some 
three  years  ago,  to  purchase  the  stock  of  individuals, 
take  the  control  of  the  canal,  and  take  off  all  the  tolls. 
except  so  much  as  shall  be  necessary  to  keep  it  in  a  stale 
of  preservation  and  repair;  enlarging  it,  also,  as  the  bust* 
ness  of  commerce  shall  require. 

The  committee  have  therefore  reported  a  bill  author- 
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izin^  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  purchase  up  the 
indiTidua]  stock,  provided  so  much  of  it  can  be  procured 
at  par  value  as  will  give  the  United  States  the  control  of 
the  company;  leaving  the  regulation  of  the  tolls,  and  the 
vhule  matter  afterwards,  for  the  future  legislation  of 
Congress.  The  object  of  the  bill  is  the  purchase  of  the 
stock,  the  control  of  the  canal,  and  that  it  be  thrown 
open  to  the  free  navigation  of  the  commerce  of  the 
West,  charging  such  tolls  only  a^  will  be  necessary  to 
preserve  it  and  keep  it  in  repair. 

The  second  section  of  the  bill  authorizes  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  in  the  event  of  his  being  unable  to 
purchase  in  the  individual  stock,  to  dispose  of  the  Gov- 
ernment stock,  on  the  principle  that  it  is  useless  to  re- 
tain a  Quantum  of  stock  which  will  give  no  control  what- 
ever of  the  canal,  and  in  the  expectation  that,  if  the  in- 
dividual stock  cannot  be  purchased  at  par,  the  public 
stock  can  readily  be  sold  at  par.     The  stock,  however, 
is  above  par  in  market,  and  has  been  sold  as  high  as 
seventeen  and  a  half  per  cent,  advance;  and  that  which 
the  committee  hesitated  most  about  wa^,  the  price  which 
ought  to  be  offered  for  the  stock.     Par  value  has  been 
adopted,  in  the  belief  that  the  stock  ought  not  to  be 
considered  as  valuable  as  the  present  price  in  market 
would  indicate.     Various  reasons  might  be  given  for 
this  opinion,  such  as  the  reasonable  demand  of  the  west- 
ern   people  that  this  canal  should  be  made  free;  the 
adverse  interest  of  the  whole  country  to  the  company 
monopoly  there;  the  unceasing  war  of  western  com- 
merce upon  this  company — a  conflict  so  permanent  and 
ao  unequal,  that  the  interests  of  the  company  must  ne- 
cessarily yield,  and  that  at  no  distant  day;  and,  if  on  no 
other  principle,  upon  the  principle  that  private  proper- 
ty may  be  appropriated  to  public  use,  (pving  remune- 
ration therefor.      But  this  remuneration  ought  to  be 
based  on  liberal  justice,  instead  of  the  power  of  the 
one  party,  or  the  weakness  of  the  other.     The  stock, 
then,  ought  not  to  be  considered  of  value  equal  to  the 
current  market  price,  which  has  perhaps  no  reference 
to  the  suggestions  just  made.     The  amount  authorized 
to  be  paid  to  the  stockholders  ought  to  be  liberal.     We 
ought,  if  we  err,  to  err  on  the  right  side;  to  give  more 
than  the  true  value,  rather  tbart  less;  and  I,  for  one, 
would  be  willing  to  give  considerably  above  par.    I 
speak,  however,  the  sense  of  the  committee,  when  I  say 
par;  which  is  perhaps  not  far  wrong,  and  which,  as  I  be- 
lieve, it  will  be  for  the  interest  of  the  stockholders  to 
fake.     Another  reason  why  it  is  the  interest  of  the  com- 
pany to  sell  at  par  is,  that  a  canal  of  equal  value — ^in- 
deed,  of  greater  value — of  any  capacity,  houever  great, 
can  be  constructed  on  the  Indiana  side  of  the  river;  pre- 
senting in  this  way  the  undisturbed  enjoyment  of  the 
monopoly  in  the  Louisville  and  Portland  canal. 

This  bill  is  based  on  the  principle  that  the  canal  should 
be  made  free,  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  federal  Gov- 
ernment to  remove  the  obstruction  to  the  navigation  at 
the  falls  of  the  Ohio.  This  has  been  a  serious  and  soli- 
tary obstruction  to  the  navigation  of  tke  western  coun- 
try ever  since  its  first  settlement.  It  is  a  fall  of  twenty- 
four  feet  in  a  distance  of  two  miles,  where  the  river  is 
broad  and  interspersed  with  islands,  rocks,  and  crooked 
channels,  making  the  navigation  for  light  boats  extreme- 
ly dangerous,  and  prohibiting  the  passage  of  heavy  boats 
altogether,  during  the  low  stages  of  water  in  the  summer 
and  fall  seasons.  This  ha?,  to  a  certain  extent,  destroyed 
the  navigation  of  the  river  ahop^ether,  and  produced 
great  delays  and  heavy  expenses  m  drayage  around  the 
falls;  which,  perhaps,  never  costs  less  than  one  dollar 
per  ton. 

To  remove  these  obstructions,  the  Louisville  and 
Portland  canal  was  made.  It  was  expected,  when  un- 
dertaken by  the  stockholders,  that  the  work  would  not 
cost  more  thftn  half  a  million,  and  that  its  assessment 


upon  western  commerce  and  river-faring  men  would  be 
lightly  felt  and  cheerfully  borne.  But  the  fact  is  far 
otherwise.  The  company  inform  us  that  so  great  has 
been  the  capital  expended  in  this  work,  and  so  heavy 
the  necessary  tolls  upon  it,  that  it  imposes  a  tax  on  west* 
em  commerce,  which,  in  many  instances,  it  is  unable  to 
bear.  This  has  given  rise  to  the  great  and  general  dis- 
content which  exists  in  relation  to  this  work,  and  to  the 
pressing  and  impoHunate  demand  of  the  western  coun- 
try that  the  canal  may  be  made  free.  To  give  some 
idea  of  the  condition  of  this  public  work,  the  Senate  will 
indulge  me  in  giving  a  short  history  of  it.  It  was  first 
authorized  by  a  charter  granted  to  the  stockholders  by 
the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  in  January,  1S25,  with  a 
capital  of  $600,000.  The  company  were  required  to 
commence  the  work  in  eighteen  months,  and  finish  it  in 
three  years.  But  the  work  was  so  much  procrastinated 
by  unforeseen  difficulties,  and  probably  by  the  want  of 
experience  in  those  who  had  the  management  of  it,  that 
additional  legislation,  giving  further  time,  was  ask'ed  for 
and  granted.  The  same, and  perhaps  other  special  causes, 
also  conspired  in  greatly  increasing  the  expenditure  and 
cost  of  the  work;  and  the  company  contracted  heavy 
debts,  in  addition  to  the  capital  originally  chartered,  for 
the  progress  of  the  work.  Of  the  stock  first  chartered. 
Congress  subscribed  $233,500,  and  became  to  that  ex- 
tent interested  in  the  concern.  Finally,  by  act  of  the 
Kentucky  Legislature,  the  company  were  authorized  to 
issue  stock,  or  to  sell  stock  sufficient  to  pay  the  debts 
contracted  by  the  company,  to  finish  tlie  construction  of 
the  canal,  and  to  pay  the  interest  which  had  accrued 
upon  loans,  and  upon  moneys  advanced  by  the  stock- 
holders. In  this  process  the  stock  of  the  United  States 
was  increased  to  $290,200,  the  present  amount  of  Gov- 
ernment stock.  And  the  whole  cost  of  the  canal,  from 
its  commencement  to  its  completion  in  Novefhber,  1832, 
is  upwards  of  $950,000.  The  charter  is  unlimited  in  its 
duration,  and  the  company  are  authorized  to  charge  a 
toll  of  eighteen  per  cent,  upon  the  whole  cost  of  the 
construction. 

The  present  tariff"  of  tolls  is  forty  cents  per  ton,  Uni- 
ted States  measure,  on  the  boats  passing  through  if,  no 
matter  whether  empty  or  loaded;  and  this  is  a  charge 
upon  boats  and  commerce  which  cannot  be  sustained. 
It  stops  much  of  the  upward  bound  trade,  and  causes 
delays,  transhipments,  and  poiterageat  Louisville  and 
Portland,  injurious  to  commerce,  and  onerous  upon  the 
consumers  of  articles  thus  improperly  taxed.  A  steam- 
boat,  for  instance,  employed  in  the  trade  between 
Louisville  and  St.  Louis,  measuring  one  hundred  ton5, 
will  pay  $80  per  trip;  and  suppose  she  makes  a  trip  a 
week,  she  will  pay  to  the  canal,  in  one  year,  about 
$4,000 — almost  her  whole  value.  A  large  boat  leaving 
New  Orleans  with  full  freight,  and  discharging  at  Nat- 
chez and  other  ports  as  she  ascends  the  river,  a  fourth, 
a  half,  or  perhaps  three-fourths  of  her  load,  before  she 
reaches  Portland,  cannot  afford  to  pay  the  toll  on  her 
whole  admeasurement,  and  has  to  terminate  her  voyage 
below  the  falls,  however  much  she  may  desire  to  visit 
the  ports  above.  This  state  of  things  is  so  greatly  in- 
jurious to  the  commerce  and  prosperity  of  the  whole 
country,  that  it  cannot  much  longer  be  borne.  The 
representatives  of  the  western  country  are  imperiously 
required  to  look  to  this  state  of  things,  and  to  have  it 
changed.  They  are,  or  their  constituents  are,  all  in- 
terested in  this  matter.  There  is  not  one  congressional 
district  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  but  has  a  direct 
and  positive  interest  in  this  affair.  The  people  will  re- 
quire us  to  do  our  duty,  and  the  subject  cannot  any 
longer  sleep.  The  expenditure  necessary  for  all  this 
is  about  $700,000,  less  than  three-fourths  of  a  million; 
while  millions  almost  without  number  have  been  ex- 
pended, and  arc  expending,  upon  the  seaboard,  for  the 
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benefit  of  commerce,  in  breakwaters,  and  harbors,  and 
piers,  and  sea-walls,  alt  along  the  coast;  and  where,  too, 
it  is  now  proposed  to  expend  the  whole  surplus  reve- 
nue on  such  like  objects,  together  with  fortifications 
and  ships  of  war. 

The  remaining  inquiry  of  importance,  and  the  only 
one,  seems  to  be,  is  this  canal  such  a  work  as  can  be 
expected  to  accommodate  the  interests  of  western  com- 
merce and  navigation,  or  not?  Th6  description  given 
by  the  board  of  directors  is  believed  to  be  correct.  It 
accords  with  other  opinions  on  the  same  subject.  It  is 
represented  as  being  entirely  capable  of  answering  all 
the  purposes  for  which  **  was  intended;  abundantly  suf- 
ficient to  meet  all  the  demands  of  business  which  can 
reasonably  be  expected  for  years  to  come.  This  canaf 
is  about  two  miles  in  length,  constructed  for  the  largest 
steamboats,  and  to  overcome  a  fall  of  twenty-four  feet  in 
tlie  Ohio  river.  Its  substratum  is  a  ledge  qf  limestone 
rock  in  its  whole  length,  through  which  it  is  cut  at  va- 
rious depths,  averaging  eight  feet;  and  this  is  overlaid 
with  a  stratum  of  earth,  in  depth  about  twenty  feet. 
These,  with  the  embankments  of  earth,  make  the  canal 
forty  two  feet  deep.  It  is  fifty  feet  wide  at  the  bottom, 
and  two  hundred  feet  wide  at  the  top;  the  sides  being 
well  sloped  and  walled.  The  height  of  water  in  the 
canal  varies  from  four  to  forty  feet,  according  to  the 
stage  of  water  in  the  river.  When  the  river  is  very 
low,  there  is  more  water  in  the  canal  than  in  the  river; 
for  instance,  wlien  (here  is  but  ten  inches  of  water  in 
the  falls,  and  eighteen  inches  on  the  bars  above  and  be- 
low them,  there  is  four  feet  of  water  in  the  canal;  and 
the  canal  has  the  greatest  depth  until  there  is  seven 
feet  water  upon  the  bars.  After  that  depth,  there  is 
greater  depth  in  the  river  on  the  bars  than  in  the  c&nal. 

1  here  arc  one  guard  lock  and  three  lif\  lock?,  all  com- 
bined; and  the  line  of  luck  wall  exceeds  nine  hundred 
feet.  The  guard  lock  is  190  feet  long  in  the  clear,  43 
feet  high,  and  50  feet  wide.  The  lift  locks  are  each 
185  feet  long  in  the  clear,  50  feet  wide,  and  20  feet 
high;  all  based  on  solid  rock.  The  stone  masonry  In 
these  locks  is  said  to  be  equal  to  that  of  thirty  common 
locks  on  the  Ohio  and  New  York  canals;  and  the 
amount  of  labor  on  this  canal  is  said  to  be  equal  to  that 
on  seventy  or  scventy-five  miles  of  ordinary  canals. 
The  canal  is  a  valuable  and  stibstantial  work;  and,  how- 
ever costly  its  construction  may  have  been,  it  is  no 
doubt  Justly  entitled  to  public  confidence,  and  capable 
of  accommodating,  for  many  years  to  come,  the  great 
and  growing  commerce  of  the  Ohio  river.  It  is  sus- 
ceptible, also,  of  enlargement  to  any  extent  which  that 
commerce  may  hereafter  require. 

The  land  belonging  to  the  company  is  350  feet  wide, 
and  two  miles  long,  with  some  additional  lots;  in  all, 
about  one  hundred  acres;  containing  favorable  sites  for 
water  power  and  dockyards.  The  canal,  then,  is  a  val- 
uable and  permanent  work — a  work  well  calculated  to 
remove,  in  the  hands  of  the  federal  Government,  the 
obstructions  to  the  navigation  at  the  falls  of  the  Ohio. 
It  ought  to  be  purchased  up  and  made  free,  levying 
such  tolls  only  as  may  be  necessary  for  its  preservation 
and  repair.  Public  opinion  and  public  justice  demand 
this  at  our  hands;  and  Congress  will  surely  not  hesitate 
to  do  this,  unless,  indeed,  it  be  determined  to  abandon 
western  commerce  to  struggle  with  its  own  difficulties, 
and  to  withhold  entirely  from  its  aid  and  protection  the 
arm  of  the  federal  Government.  And  is  the  commerce 
of  the  West  in  all  time  to  come  to  be  taxed  more  than 
many  of  its  articles  are  able  to  bear?  Are  the  bulky 
and  low-priced  agricultural  productions  of  the  country 
to  be  excluded  from  the  markets  of  ^he  South  in  all  fu- 
ture time,  because  of  the  heavy  tolls  they  are  subjected 
to  at  the  Louisville  and  Portland  oanal,  or  at  any  other 
canal?     Are  expenses  of  transhipments,  delays,   and  i 


the  damages  of  goods,  or  the  sitill  heavier  tax  of  port- 
age around  the  falls  forever  to  be  endured?  For  tbe 
continuance  of  such  parsimonious  policy  as  this,  it  is  be- 
lieved that  no  adequate  reason  or  good  excuse  can  be 
given.  The  federal  Government  hare  the  protection, 
as  well  as  the  regulation,  of  all  tlie  commerce  of  the 
country,  domestic  as  well  as  foreign,  assigned  to  itscarf; 
and  surely  the  more  remote  from  the  tide-water  snd  ibe 
ocean  it  is,  and  the  greater  its  difficulties  of  tedious  atxi 
dangerous  river  navigation,  the  more  does  it  need  the 
protection  of  this  Government.  When  the  domestic 
commerce  of  the  country  shall  have  passed  tbe  dan^n 
of  a  long  and  tedious  river  navigation,  and  arrived  at 
the  safe  harbors  and  depots  of  tbe  Atlantic  ocean  or  the 
Gulf  of  Mexicoi  it  will  much  less  need  the  aid  and  pro- 
tection of  this  Government.  What,  Mr.  President,  h 
the  commerce  of  many  of  the  noblest  rivers  of  the  At- 
lantic States— the  Delaware,  for  instance— when  com- 
pared with  that  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers?  And 
yet  we  see  millions  expended  in  the  Delaware,  in  i 
splendid  breakwater,  besides  vast  sums  in  almost  every 
Atlantic  harbor,  and  bay,  and  river,  all  around  the  coast, 
saying  nothing  about  the  magnificent  fortiBcations  on 
the  whole  line  of  seaboard,  from  the  British  dominions 
on  Ihe  northeast,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Sabine.  In  this 
view  of  the  matter,  will  it  then  seem  unreasonable  that 
the  States  and  the  people  in  the  great  valley  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi should  expect  and  demand,  at  the  hands  of  il>c 
federal  Government,  this  single,  solitary  commercial  h- 
cility  at  the  falls  of  the  Ohio? 

And  how  much,  Mr.  President,  is  it  proposed  to  ex- 
pend for  the  benefit  of  foreign  commerce,  and  for  il>c 
advantage  of  the  seaboard,  according  to  oflteial  propf- 
sitions,  in  various  shapes  and  forms,  now  before  the  Sen- 
ate ?  It  is  proposed  to  expend  not  only  the  whole  siirpiu* 
revenue  now  on  hand,  (and  the  Secretary  of  the  TrcM'j- 
ry  tells  us  that  this  is  about  thirty-eight  million?,)  bul  <i 
is  proposed  to  mortgage  the  revenue  of  years  lo  come 
in  increasing  the  navy;  in  constructing  floating  steam 
batteries;  in  building  fortifications  on  land  and  in  tlte 
water;  and  in  furnishing  ordnance,  arsenals,  and  nnin- 
tions  of  war.  All  this  for  the  benefit  of  fureifpi  com 
merce,  for  without  foreign  commerce  we  should  hau 
no  need  of  a  navy;  but  for  this,  we  should  not  hoist  a  fl>»i: 
upon  the  ocean;  but  for  foreign  commerce,  we  ahould 
not  be  in  danger  of  collision  with  any  trans- Atlantic  n>- 
tion.  Commerce  and  navigation  were  the  cause  of  the 
war  in  1812;  and  these  interests  will,  in  all  probability, 
be  the  cause  of  all  the  wars  with  civilized  nations  which 
we  shall  ever  be  engaged  in.  We  must,  however,  ha^c 
commerce  with  distant  nations,  and  that  commerce  must 
be  protected.  For  this  purpose  we  must  have  s  na*7i 
and  1,  for  one,  am  willing  to  vote  the  means  of  ancfti- 
cient  one;, of  one  that  shall  be  able  to  cope  with  any 
hostile  fleet  that  can  be  expected  ever  to  hover  upon 
our  coast.  But  I  wish,  at  the  same  time,  to  urge  the 
claims  of  domestic  commerce,  and  call  to  its  protcciiOP» 
also,  the  aid  of  this  Government.  What,  sir,  srethe 
amounts  proposed  for  the  military  and  naval  defences  ot 
the  country,  or  for  the  protection  of  foreign  commerce 
which  is  the  same  thing.  This  amount  I  take  from  the 
official  documents  on  our  tables.  For  ordnance,  «ro*» 
arms,  and  munitions  of  war,  a  fraction  less  than  thirty 
millions;  for  increase  of  the  navy,  seventeen  milhon 
seven  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars;  for  fortified' 
tions,  thirty -one  million  five  hundred  and  siity-o"^ 
thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-eight  dollars;  smount* 
ing,  in  all,  to  about  eighty  millions  of  dollars.  Can  i|i 
then,  be  possible  that  Congress  will  hesitate  about  tb.5 
expenditure  of  a  fraction  of  a  million  for  the  benem  o 
domestic  commerce  in  the  West?  Let  it  be  remcmbt^ 
ed,  too,  that  the  foreign  commerce  of  this  country  '^^^^ 
its  domestic  commerce,  small  and  diminutire;  and  tui( 
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the  agricultural  productions  of  the  weitern  country, 
which  seek  the  markets  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  are  al- 
ready much  greater  than  those  of  the  eastern  or  Atlantic 
cities. 

When  speaking,  Mr.  President,  of  the  propositions 
for  this  extraordinary  expenditure  of  eighty  millions,  in 
the  military  and  naval  defences  of  the  country,  let  me 
not  be  understood  as  referring  to  the  document  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  which  is  sanctioned  by  the  President. 
Far  from  it.  That  document,  in  the  main,  has  my  entire 
approbation.  It  is  worthy  of  the  source  from  which  it 
comes,  and  giresus  opinions  on  these  subjects  which  we 
shall  probably  all  approve  of,  now  that  the  excitement 
and  danger  of  a  French  war  is  over.  It  is  agreed,  how- 
ever, on  all  hands,  that,  our  means  being  ample,  we 
should  look  to  a  more  perfect  and  permanent  state  of 
defence,  as  a  means  of  avoiding  war  as  well  as  of  re- 
pelling aggression.  And  surely  the  internal  prosperity 
of  tbe  country,  as  far  as  that  is  intrusted  to  the  care  of 
the  federal  Government,  in  the  regulation  and  protec- 
tion of  domestic  commerce,  ought  to  be  no  secondary 
object.  The  domestic  commerce  which  floats  on  the 
noble  rivers  of  the  West  to  the  markets  of  tbe  South, 
that  supplies  the  consumption  of  the  cotton  and  sugar 
regions,  that  enters  into  and  becomes  a  portion  of  the 
ei ports,  or  that  creates  and  enlarges  the  still  more  valua- 
ble and  important  coasting  trade,  must  not  be  abandon- 
ed, or  left  without  the  protection  of  this  Government,  on 
iu  way  to  the  markets  of  tbe  Gulf  stream. 

What,  Mr.  President,  is  tbe  magnitude  of  the  interest 
making  this  appeal  to  your  justice?  It  is,  sir,  the  whole 
country  west  of  the  mountains;  and  there  is  no  portion 
of  it,  howwrer  remote,  without  an  Interest  in  the  very 
question  now  presented  to  the  Senate;  a  country  almost 
unlimited  in  extent,  and  perhaps  unparalleled  and  un- 
equalled in  the  salubrity  of  its  climate,  the  fertility  of  its 
fioiJ,  tlie  magnificence  of  its  rivers,  its  agricultural  pro- 
ductions and  commercial  facilities,  by  any  region  of  coun- 
try on  the  face  of  the  earth;  a  country  extending  from  the 
Allegany  to  the  Rocky  mounUin^,  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexi- 
co to  the  great  northern  lakes— «  circle  whose  diameter 
is  more  titan  two  thousand  miles;  a  country  having  many 
thousand  miles  of  steamboat  navigation,  and  admirably 
adapted  to  internal  improvement  by  roads  and  canals; 
a  country  which  half  a  century  ago  contained  fifty  or  a 
hundred  thousand  inhabitants,  and  wliich  at  the  present 
time  contains  near  six  millions;  and  one  which  will  be 
capable  of  sustaining,  when  population  and  cuKivation 
shall  have  reached  their  maximum  in  it,  hundreds  of 
millions.  It  is  a  larger  country  than  China,  and  capable 
of  suataining  as  great  a  population.  This  country  asks 
you  todo^-whal?  it  asks  you  to  appropriate  out  of  your 
thirty-eight  millions  of  surplus  revenue,  which  you  do 
not  know  what  lo  do  with,  less  than  three  fourths  of  one 
million  in  favor  of  its  commerce  and  navigation,  in  the 
removal  of  the  obstructions  at  the  falls  of  the  Ohio.  Sir, 
can  it  be  poasible  that  there  will  be  any  the  least  hesita- 
tion in  the  present  Congress  in  doing  all  that  this  bill 
requires.^  Let  this  subject  be  viewed  in  its  proper  light, 
and  the  principle  of  this  bill  will  certainly  and  promptly 
be  adopted.  Should  the  details  of  the  bill  not  please  the 
Senate,  let  them  be  amended.  Is  par  value  not  enough 
to  offer  to  the  acceptance  of  the.  stockholders,  let  it  be 
increased,  or  let  the  attention  of  Congress  be  directed 
to  the  improvement  of  the  other  side  of  the  river.  It 
is  easy  to  see  that  there  is  something  in  this  proposition 
which  can  never  slumber  or  sleep.  The  people  inter- 
ested in  the  navigation  and  commerce  of  the  Ohio  river, 
have  petitioned  Congress  upon  this  subject  until  they 
have  become  tired  of  petitioning.  The  prevailing  dis- 
content upon  this  subject  is  general,  and  deeply  felt. 
I'he  representatives  of  that  country  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  will  be  required  to  do  their  duty.  The 
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petitioning  of  the  people  thus  far  has  been,  but  the  dis- 
tant murmur  in  the  western  breeze,  but  it  will  become 
louder  and  louder,  and  speak  in  tones  and  accents  which 
will  command  obedience  of  their  own  representatives, 
and  attract  the  attention  of  members  from  all  other  sec- 
tions of  the  Union. 

I  might  go  on,  Mr.  President,  to  swell  the  importance 
of  this  matter,  by  going  into  statements  showing  the  al- 
ready great  and  daily  increasing  magnitude  of  the  com- 
merce of  the  West,  to  show  how  much  of  western  pro- 
duction entered  into  the  foreign  exports  of  the  country, 
how  much  into  the  coasting  trade,  and  how  much  into 
the  consumption  of  the  South;  but  I  forbear.  I  do  not 
feel  it  necessary  or  proper  much  longer  to  detain  the 
Senate  with  any  thing  I  can  say  about  it.  A  glance  will 
present  it  more  fully  to  the  mind  of  every  Senator,  than 
any  description  I  could  g^ve.  On  a  former  occasion 
(said  Mr.  11.)  I  entered  into  a  calculation  of  this  kind, 
based  on  the  official  statement  of  our  exports  of  a  previ- 
ous year.  On  the  present  occasion,  I  have  not  gone  into 
any  such  calculation.  Indeed,  there  is  not  anywhere  suffi- 
cient data  for  such  calculation.  We  have  no  means  of  as- 
certaining the  iimount  of  our  agricultural  productions 
which  gointo  the  consumption  of  the  South,  or  of  ascertain- 
ing with  accuracy  the  amount  of  millions  which  float  upon 
the  Gulf  stream.  These  go  into  the  foreign  trade,  the 
exports  of  the  country,  or  fall  into  the  channel  of  the 
coasting  trade.  This  great  amount  has  been  variously 
estimated.  On  one  occasion,  not  long  since,  and  on  tbe 
floor  of  the  Senate, .it  was  computed  at  sixty  or  seventy 
millions.  Dut  he  would  no  longer  occupy  the  time  of 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  and  Mr.  PORTER  severally  ad- 
dressed the  House  in  support  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  pro- 
viding that  the  stock  may  be  purchased  at  a  price  not 
exceeding  12^  per  cent,  above  par  value,  instead  of  at 
par. 

Mr.  WALKER  opposed  the  amendment.  He  would 
gladly  support  any  measure  calculated  to  relieve  the 
commerce  of  the  West  from  the  burdens  imposed  on  it 
by  the  extravagant  tolls  of  this  canal;  but  he  could  not, 
consistently  with  his  views  of  the  constitution,  vote  for  a 
measure  which  would  make  the  United  States  joint  part- 
ners in  a  stuck  company,  and  a  collector  of  tolls.  He 
viewed  this  as  a  revival  of  the  system  of  internal  im- 
provements in  its  worst  form;  and  it  was,  in  his  opinion, 
equally  objectionable  for  the  United  States  to  collect 
toils  at  the  locks  of  a  canal  as  at  the  gates  of  the  Cum- 
berland road. 

Mr.  BENTON  spoke  in  favor  of  the  amendment; 
showing  the  great  importance  of  purchasing  out  this 
stock  to  relieve  the  commerce  of  the  western  cities  from 
the  injurious  burdens  now  imposed  on  it.  Mr.  B.  spoke 
of  the  tolls  on  this  canal  as  being  now  double  as  much  as 
they  were  at  the  commencement;  and  said  they  were  so 
extravagant  that  he  regarded  them  more  as  a  fine  or  a 
penalty  on  the  boats  for  passing  the  canal,  than  as  an 
ordinary  toll.  Boats,  he  said,  in  some  instances, 
paid  as  much  in  a  year  for  tolls  as  the  whole  amount  of 
their  cost,  and  sometimes  more  than  the  amount  of  profit 
divided  among  the  stockholders;  while  the  extiavagant 
charges  on  flat  boats  and  keel  boats  were  such  that  the 
rough  boarding  put  up  at  their  sides  to  keep  in  the  loose 
articles  was  calculated  as  being  part  of  their  tonnage, 
thus  charging  thirty  or  forty  dollars  toll  on  a  common 
flat  boat. 

Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  said  that  the  proposed  measure, 
or  something  equivalent  to  it,  was  of  very  great  impor- 
tance to  the  western  country,  and  was  due  to  them  on 
every  principle  of  justice  and  pol  cy  We  annually  ap- 
propriate very  large  sums  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard  to 
open  harbors,  to  remove  bars,  and  to  erect  light-houses; 
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all  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  foreign  commerce  and 
the  coasting  trade  of  our  country.  Now,  (said  Mr.  R.,) 
the  navigation  upon  the  Ohio  river  partakes  of  the  na- 
ture both  of  foreign  commerce  and  of  coasting  trade. 
The  trade  which  is  carried  on  upon  that  river  and  the 
Mississippi,  between  New  Orleans  and  Pittsburg,  a  dis* 
tance  of  two  thousand  miles,  is  as  fairly  a  coasting  trade 
as  that  between  Mobile  and  New  York,  on  the  Atlantic 
cosBt.  The  only  difference  is,  that  we  have  a  coast  on 
both  sides  of  two  great  rivers,  and  on  but  one  side  of 
the  ocean.  In  a  national  point  of  view,  the  commerce 
in  both  cases  is  the  same  in  character  and  value,  and 
both  alike  require  the  aid  and  protection  of  the  nation. 

Those  rivers  are  also  the  great  channel  through  which 
the  produce  of  a  very  large  region  finds  its  way  to  the 
ocean,  and  thence  to  foreign  countries.  If  there  be  an 
obstruction  to  its  navigation,  that  obstruction,  whether 
it  be  a  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  which  all  ad- 
mit we  should  remove,  or  a  fall  fifteen  hundred  miles 
from  its  mouth,  it  acts  alike  upon  the  foreign  commerce 
of  that  portion  of  the  country  which  lies  above  it,  and 
should,  on  the  very  same  principle,  be  removed. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  has 
very  fully  explained  the  nature  of  this  obstruction  to  our 
navigation,  and  the  very  large  amount  which  the  people 
of  the  western  country  are  taxed  to  avoid  it.  I  need  not 
dwell  on  that  part  of  the  subject.  But  I  will  take  this 
occasion  to  say  that,  heavy  as  the  tolls  are,  I  attach  no 
blame  whatever  to  the  enterprising  individuals  who  con- 
structed the  canal,  and  who  ought  to  be  welt  indemnified 
for  their  trouble  and  cost.  But  the  United  States  ought 
to  relieve  the  western  country  of  this  burden,  ana  it 
ought  to  be  done  on  terms  that  will  compensate  that 
company  fully  for  their  enterprise,  their  expense,  and 
their  risk.  The  12|  per  cent,  advance  on  the  stock 
proposed  to  be  given  by  the  amendment  is  certainly  lit- 
tle enough,  and,  unless  that  amendment  prevail,  there  is 
no  prospect  of  procuring  the  stock. 

Messrs.  HENDRICKS  and  CRITTENDEN  also  ad- 
dressed the  Senate  in  favor  of  the  amendment;  after 
which,  the  question  on  the  amendment  was  taken,  and 
lost  by  the  following  vole: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Benton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing  of 
Illinois,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough,  Hendricks,  Rent, 
Linn,  Morris,  Naudain,  Nicholas,  Porter,  Robinson, 
Webster— 15. 

Nats— Messrs.  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Grundy, 
Hill,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia, 
Leigh,  McKean,  Mangum,  Moore,  Niles,  Rives,  Rug- 
gles,  Shepley,  Swif),  Tallmadge,  Tomlinson,  Walker, 
While,  Wright— 22. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  striking  out  the  proviso  in  the  first  section,  which  is 
in  the  following  words: 

*'  Provided,  That  so  much  of  said  stock  can  be  pro- 
cured at  par  value,  within  the  present  year,  as  will  give 
the  United  States  the  control  of  the  company." 

And  also  the  second  and  third  sections  of  the  bill, 
which  read  as  follows: 

•»Sec.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That,  if  it  be  found 
impracticable  to  purchase  the  stock  agreeably  to  the 
foregoing  section  of  this  act,  then  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  is  hereby  authorized  to  sell  the  United  States 
stock  to  said  company  at  market  price,  not  below  par 
value. 

*«  Skc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Secre- 
tary of  ihe  Treasury  shall  vote  for  the  president  and  di- 
rectors of  said  company,  according  to  such  number  of 
shares  as  bhall  belong  to  the  United  States  at  the  time  of 
giving  such  vote;  and  to  receive  upon  said  stock  the 
proportion  of  the  tolls  which  shall  from  time  to  time  be 
due  to  the  United  States." 

And  to  insert  at  the  end  of  the  first  a  proviso  that  the 


price  of  the  stock  shall  not  be  more  tliao  twelve  and  a 
half  per  cent,  above  the  par  value. 

Alter  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  LINN  and  >VAL- 
KER, 

Mr.  BENTON  thought  a  majority  conld  go  for  it,  if  a 
little  time  were  allowed  to  regulate  its  details.  He 
wished,  therefore,  that  it  might  lie  over  until  to-awr- 
row  morning.  This  was  one  thing  he  was  in  favor  of. 
He  was  informed  that  the  tolls  were  doubled,  and  be 
was  in  favor  of  a  reduction  of  them.  Tbey  were  enof' 
mons  at  first,  and  they  were  now  no  longer  tolls,  but  a 
fine->*a  penalty;  a  penally  on  those  who  wcntthrouf^. 
Owners  of  boats  had  shown  him  how  enormous  the 
amount  was.  There  were  boats  that  had,  in  two  or 
three  years,  paid  as  much  toll  as  the  original  amoant  of 
the  cost  of  the  boats  themselves.  And  loose  boards 
that  were  used  to  keep  the  loading  tn,  were  actually 
charged  as  tonnage  in  weighing  the  boats.  He  wished 
to  obviate  the  imposition,  as  far  as  the  United  States 
was  cpncerned. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  by  suggesting  the  following  as  an 
amendment: 

"And  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  no  toil 
shall  be  collected  on  any  stock  owned  by  the  UnttcU 
States  in  the  said  canal." 

Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  considered  the  vole  upon  the 
amendment  as  absolutely  decisive  of  the  fate  of  the  bil), 
and  he  had  no  wish  to  press  it  further;  for,  without  the 
amendment,  the  whole  measure  will  be  idle  and  illusory. 
The  owners  of  that  stock  will  not  sell  it  to  the  United 
States  St  par;  they  ought  not,  and  it  would  be  an  act  of 
crying  injustice,  if  it  be  m  our  power,  to  coerce  them 
to  do  so.  And  I  confess  (said  Mr.  E.)  I  witnessed  the 
vote  on  the  measure  with  surprise  and  dtsappointrnent. 
There  are  gentlemen  in  this  body  who  are  of  opinion 
that  Congp-ess  ought  not  to  appropriate  public  money 
for  the  improvement  of  our  bays,  and  harbon,  and 
rivers,  under  any  circumstances  whatever.  Ttiose  g^en- 
tiemen  have  pursued  consistently  their  course,  follovcd 
out  their  principles,  and  voted  against  this,  with  every 
other  measure  of  the  kind.  But  they  form  a  small  mi- 
nority in  this  body;  and  when  our  northern  brethren 
ask  for  an  appropriation  for  the  improvement  of  the'tf 
harbors,  the  construction  of  breakwaters,  beacons,  light- 
houses, fortifications,  any  thing  to  facilitate  or  to  pro- 
tect their  commerce,  we  of  the  West  unite  aknoit  to  t 
man  in  their  support,  and  always  secure  them  a  majori- 
ty; but  nbw,  sir,  when  this  great  western  meaiure—^ 
measure  in  which  the  commerce  of  the  whole  West  n 
deeply  concerned — a  measure  entitled  to  more  of  ^^'^ 
favor  of  the  nation,  considering  the  extent  of  interesi 
involved,  than  any  which  has  been  agitated  for  years> 
we  find  a  large  portion  of  the  friends  of  these  improve- 
ments in  the  East,  those  with  whom  we  have  always 
gone  steadily,  faithfully,  thoroughly,  when  similar  meas- 
ures affecting  their  interests  have  been  involved— «'< 
find  them,  sir,  ranged  on  the  side  of  our  opponents;  and 
this,  our  favorite  measure,  defeated  by  their  votes. 
Thi<i,  sir,  !  again  repeat,  is  painful,  unexpected;  it  will 
be  deeply  felt,  and  not  soon  forgotten. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  next  addressed  the  Senate,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  President:  I  regret  the  warmth  with  which  my 
friend  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Ewikg,]  and  my  friend  from 
Louisiana,  [Mr.  PoaTsa,]  have  spoken  on  this  occasion. 
But,  while  I  regret  it,  1  can  hardly  say  1  blame  it.  They 
have  expressed  disappointment,  and,  I  think,  they  (nay 
well  feel  disappointment.  I  confess,  sir,  I  feel  disap- 
pointment also.  Looking  to  the  magnitude  of  this  ob- 
ject— looking  to  its  highly  interesting  character  to  the 
West — looking  to  the  great  concern  which  our  west- 
ern friends  have  manifested  for  its  success — I  feeli  my- 
self, not   only  disappointment,  but,  in  some  degree, 
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mortification,  at  the  result  of  the  vote  which  has  now 
been  taken.  Tliat  vole,  if  it  stands,  must  be  decisive  of 
the  success  of  the  measure. 

No  doubt,  sir,  it  is  altof^ether  vain  to  pass  this  bill, 
unless  it  contain  such  provisions  as  will  induce  the  stock- 
holders in  the  corporation  to  part  with  tlieir  interests. 

In  the  first  place,  sir,  why  do  we  hear  so  much  re- 
proach and  denunciation  against  the  members  of  this 
corporation?  Have  they  not  hazarded  their  properly 
m  an  undertaking  of  great  importance  and  utility  to  the 
country?  Has  not  Congress  itself  encouraged  their  en- 
terprise, by  taking  a  part  of  the  stock  on  account  of  the 
Government?  Are  we  not  ourselves  shareholders  in 
this  company  ?  Their  tolls,  it  is  said,  are  large.  That  is 
true;  but  then,  not  only  did  they  run  all  the  risks  usu- 
ally attending  such  enterprises,  but,  even  with  their 
large  tolls,  all  their  receipts,  up  to  this  hour,  by  no 
means  gives  an  increase  on  their  capital  equal  to  the  or- 
dinary interest  of  money  in  that  part  of  the  country. 

There  appears  to  me  very  great  injustice  in  speaking 
of  their  tolls  as  "fines"  and  "penalties,"  and  unjust 
iroposiuons;  or  of  their  charter  as  an  odious  monopoly. 
Who  called  it  so,  or  who  so  thought  of  it,  when  it  was 
granted  to  tliero?  Who,  but  they,  were  willing  to  un- 
dertake the  work,  to  advance  the  money,  and  to  run  the 
risks  and  chances  of  failure?  Who  then  blamed,  re- 
proached, or  denounced  the  enterprising  individuals 
who  hazarded  their  money  in  a  project  to  make  a  canal 
round  the  falls  of  the  Ohio?  '  Who  then  spoke  of  their 
lolls  as  impositions,  fines,  and  penalties?  Nobody,  sir. 
Then,  all  was  encouragement  and  cheering  onward. 
The  cry  was  then,  Go  on,  run  the  hazard,  try  the  ex- 
periment; let  our  vessels  and  boats  have  a  passage  round 
this  obstruction  {  make  an  effort  to  overcome  this  great 
obstacle.  If  you  fail,  the  loss,  indeed,  will  be  yours? 
but  if  you  succeed,  all  the  world  will  agree  that  you 
oug^ht  to  be  fairly  and  fully  remunerated  for  the  risk  and 
expenditure  of  capital. 

Sir,  we  are  bound  in  all  justice  and  fairness  to  respect 
tiie  legal  rights  of  these  corporators.  For  one,  I  not 
only  respect  their  legal  rights,  but  I  honor  their  enter- 
prise, I  commend  their  perseverance,  and  I  think  they 
deserve  well  of  the  community. 

But,  nevertheless,  sir,  I  am  for  making  this  navigation 
'ree.  If  there  were  no  canal,  I  should  be  for  making  one, 
or  Tor  other  modes  of  removing  the  obstructions  in  the 
'"'ver.  As  there  is  a  canal,  now  the  subject  of  private 
ownership  and  private  property,  I  am  for  buying  it  out, 
»nd  opening  it,  toll  free,  to  all  who  navigate  the  river. 
in  my  opinion,  this  work  is  of  importance  enough  to  de- 
mand  the  attention  of  Government.  To  be  sure,  it  is 
but  a  canal,  and  a  canal  round  the  falls  of  a  river;  but 
"»at  river  is  the  Ohio.     It  is  one  of  those  vast  streams 

II  vp  '°'^™  *  ^"^  "^  ^^^  %^^^^  water  communication  of 
"»c  West.  It  is  one  of  those  running  seas  which  bear 
on  iheir  bosom  the  riches  of  western  commerce.  It  is  a 
fiver;  but,  to  the  uses  of  man,  to  the  purposes  of  trade, 
10  the  great  objects  of  communication,  it  is  one  of  those 
fivers  which  has  the  character  of  an  ocean.  Indeed, 
wiien  one  looks  at  the  map,  and  glances  his  eye  on  all 

^^^ 'l^'crs,  he  sees  at  once  water  enough  to  constitute 
or  to  fill  an  ocean,  pouring  from  different,  distant,  and 
numerous  sources,  and  flowing  many  thousand  miles,  in 
J""'^^  channels,  with  breadth  and  depth  of  water  in 
eacii  sufficient  for  all  the  purposes  of  rapid  communica- 

jon  and  extensive  trade.  And  if,  in  any  portion  of 
incse  inland  seas,  we  find  obstructions  which  the  hand 
man  can  remove,  who  can  say  that  such  removal  is  not 
••^  object  worthy  of  all  the  attention  of  Government? 
wh  I  T'**'  Mr.  President,  would  do  his  duty,  and  his 
vn^ie  duty,  in  the  councils  of  this  Government,  must 
.  ^J^  "PO'*  the  country  as  it  is,  in  its  whole  length  and 

fcadih.    He  must  comprehend  it  in  its  vast  extent,  its 


novel  character,  its  sudden  development,  its  amazing 
progress,  confounding  alt  calculation,  and  almost  over- 
whelming the  inrtagfination.  Our  rivers  are  not  the  rivers 
of  the  European  world.  We  have  not  to  deal  with  the 
Trent,  the  Thames,  and  the  Severn.  With  us,  at  least 
in  this  part  of  our  country,  navigation  from  the  sea  does 
not  stop  where  the  tide  stops.  Our  ports  and  harbors 
are  not  at  the  mouths  of  rivers  only,  or  at  the  head  of 
the  tides  of  the  sea.  Hundreds  of  miles — nay,  thousands 
of  miles — beyond  the  point  where  the  tides  of  the  ocean 
are  felt,  deep  waters  spread  out,  and  capacious  harbors 
open  themselves,  to  the  reception  of  a  vast  and  increas- 
ing navigation. 

To  be  sure,  sir,  this  is  a  work  of  internal  improvementf 
but  it  is  not,  on  that  account,  either  the  less  constitu- 
tional, or  the  less  important.  Sir,  Ihave  taken  a  part  in 
this  great  struggle  for  internal  improvement  from  the 
beginning,  and  I  shall  hold  out  to  the  end.  Whoever 
may  follow,  or  whoever  may  fly,  I  shall  go  straight  for- 
ward for  all  those  constitutional  powers,  and  for  all  that 
liberal  policy,  which  1  have  heretofore  supported. 

I  remember,  sir — ^and,  indeed,  a  very  short  memory 
might  retain  the  recollection — when  the  first  appropria- 
tions for  harbors  on  the  great  lakes  were  carried  through 
this  body,  not  without  the  utmost  difliculty,  and  against 
the  most  determined  opposition.  I  reniember  when 
Lake  Ontario,  Lake  Erie,  and  Lake  Michigan  were 
likely  to  be  condemned  to  a  continuance  in  the  state  in 
which  nature  and  the  Indian  tribes  had  left  them,  with 
no  proof  upon  their  shores  of  the  policy  of  a  civilized 
state,  no  harbors  for  the  shelter  of  a  hundred  vessels,  no 
light-house  even  to  point  out  to  the  inland  mariner  the 
dangers  of  his  course.  I  remember  even  when  the  harbor 
of  Bufl'alo  was  looked  upon  as  a  thing  either  unimportant 
in  itself,  or,  if  not  unimportant,  yet  sliut  out  from  the 
care  and  the  aid  of  Congress  by  a  constitutional  inter- 
diction of  works  of  internal  improvement.  But,  in  this 
case,  as  in  others,  the  doctrine  of  internal  improvement 
has  established  itself  by  its  own  necessity,  its  own  obvi- 
ous and  confessed  utility,  and  the  benents  which  it  has 
already  so  widely  conferred.  So  it  will  be,  I  have  no 
doubt,  in  the  case  before  us.  We  shall  wonder,  here- 
after, who  could  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  setting  free 
the  navigation  of  the  Ohio,  and  shall  wonder  thai  it  was 
delayed  even  so  long. 

Mr.  President,  on  the  question  of  constitutional 
power,  I  entertain  not  a  particle  of  doubt.  How  is  it, 
let  me  ask,  that  we  appropriate  money  for  harbors, 
piers,  and  breakwaters  on  the  seacoast?  Where  do  we 
find  power  for  this?  Certainly  nowhere,  where  we  can- 
not find  equal  power  to  pass  this  bill.  The  same  clause 
covers  such  appropriations,  inland  as  well  as  on  the  sea- 
coast;  or  else  it  covers  neither.  We  have  foreign  com- 
merce, and  we  have  internal  commerce ;  and  the  power  and 
the  duty,  also,  of  regulating,  protecting,  aiding,  and  foster- 
ing both,  is  given  in  the  same  words.  For  one,  there- 
fore, sir,  I  look  to  the  magnitude  of  the  object,  and  not 
to  its  locality.  I  ask  not  whether  it  be  east  or  west  of 
the  mountains.  There  are  no  Alleganies  in  my  politics. 

I  care  not  whether  it  be  an  improvement  on  the  shore 
of  the  sea,  or  on  the  shore  of  one  of  these  mighty  rivers, 
so  much  like  a  sea,  which  flow  through  our  vast  interior. 
It  is  enough  for  me  to  know  that  the  object  is  a  good 
one,  an  important  one,  within  the  scope  of  our  powers, 
and  called  Tor  by  the  fair  claims  of  our  commerce.  So  that 
it  be  in  the  Union,  so  that  it  be  within  the  twenty-four 
States,  or  the  twenty-six  States,  it  cannot  be  too  remote 
for  me.  This  feeling,  sir,  so  natural,  as  I  think,  to  true 
patriotism,  is  the  dictate  also  of  enlightened  self-interest. 
Were  I  to  look  only  to  the  benefits  of  my  own  imme- 
diate constituents,  1  should  still  support  this  measure.  Is 
not  our  commerce  floating  on  these  western  rivers?  Are 
not  our  manufactures  ascending  them  all,  by  day  and  by 
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night,  by  the  power  of  ftteam,  incessantly  impelling  a 
thousand  engines,  and  forcing  upwards,  against  their 
currents,  hundreds  of  thotisands  of  tons  of  freight'  If 
these  cargoes  be  lost,  if  they  be  injured,  if  their  pro- 
gress be  delayed,  if  the  expense  of  tlieir  transportation 
be  increased,  who  does  not  see  that  all  interested  in 
them  become  sufferers?  Who  does  not  see  that  every 
producer,  every  manufncturer,  every  trader,  eytry  la- 
borer, has  an  interest  in  these  improvements?  Surely, 
sir,  tliis  is  one  of  the  cases  in  which  the  interest  of  the 
whole  is  the  interest  of  eacli.  Every  man  has  iiia  divi- 
dend out  of  this  sugmented  public  advantage.  But  if  it 
were  not  so,  if  the  etfect  were  more  local,  if  the  work 
were  useful  to  the  western  States  alone,  or  useful 
mainly  to  Kentucky  and  Indiana  alone,  still  1  should 
think  it  a  case  fairly  within  our  power,  and  important 
enough  to  demand  our  attention. 

But,  Mr.  President,  I  felt  the  more  pain  at  the  result 
of  the  last  vote  of  the  Senate  on  account  of  those  west- 
ern gentlemen,  who  are  so  much  interested  in  this  meas- 
ure, and  who  have  uniformly  supported  appropriations  for 
other  parts  of  the  country,  which,  though  just  and  pro- 
per,are,as  it  seems  to  me,no  more  just  or  proper  than  this. 

These  friends  have  stood  by  us.  They  have  uni- 
formly been  found  at  our  side,  in  the  content  about  inter- 
nal improvement.  They  have  upheld  that  policy,  and 
have  gone  with  us  through  good  report  and  evil  report. 
And  I  now  tell  them  that  I  shall  stand  by  them.  I  shall 
be  found  where  they  look  fur  me.  I  have  asked  their 
votes,  once  aikd  again,  for  objects  important  to  the  At- 
lantic States.  They  have  liberally  given  those  votes. 
Tbey  have  acted  like  enlightened  and  wise  statesmen. 
I  have  duly  estimated  the  high  justice  and  liberality  of 
their  conduct.  And  having  now  an  object  interest- 
ing to  them  and  to  their  constituents,  a  just  object, 
and  a  great  object,  tbey  have  a  right  to  find  me  at 
their  side,  acting  with  them,  acting  according  to  my 
own  principles,  and  proving  my  own  consistency.  And 
so  they  shall  find  me;  and  so  they  do  find  me.  On  this 
Occasion  I  am  with  them;  I  am  one  of  them.  I  am  as 
western  a  man,  on  this  bill,  as  he  among  them  who  ia 
most  western.  This  chair  must  change  its  occupant, 
another  voice  will  address  the  Senate  from  this  seat,  be- 
fore an  object  of  this  nature,  so  important,  so  constitu- 
tional, so  expedient,  so  highly  desirable  to  a  great  por- 
tion of  the  country,  and  so  useful  to  the  whole,  shall  fail, 
for  the  want,  here,  either  of  a  decisive  vote  in  its  sup- 
port, or  an  earnest  recommendation  of  it  to  the  support 
of  others. 

Af^er  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs.  WALKER^ 
HENDRICKS,  and  CRITTENDEN, 

Mr.  EWING  of  Ohio  suggested  that  it  would  be  bet- 
ter to  lay  the  bill  over  until  the  next  day,  that  gentle- 
men might,  in  the  mean  time,  consider  what  shape  it 
would  be  best  to  give  it,  in  order  to  procure  its  passage. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  postponed. 

FORTIFICATION  BILL. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  purchase  of 
sites,  the  collection  of  materials,  and  the  commence- 
ment of  certain  fortifications,  was  taken  upi  the  ques- 
tion beine  on  Mr.  Bshtok's  motion  to  strike  out  $75,000 
for  fortifications  at  Salem,  Massachusetts,  and  insert 
'f  for  fortifications  at  Salem,  Massachusetts,  $75,000  an- 
nually for  two  years." 

Mr.  WEBSTER  addressed  the  Senate  in  opposition 
to  the  system  of  making  appropriations  in  advance;  after 
which,  the  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment  was 
rejected  by  the  following  vote: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Benton,  Buchanan,Cutlibert,  Ewing  of 

Illinois,  Grundy,  Hill,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  Linn, 

'icbolas,    Rives,    Robinson,    Ruggles,    Shepley,    Tall- 

adge,  Walker,  Wright— 17. 


Nats— Messrs.  Black,  Calhoun,  Crittenden,  Davis 
Ewing  of  Ohio,  Gotdsborough,  Hendricks,  Kent,  King 
of  Geort^a,  Leigh,  McKean,  Mangum,  Moore,  Naodain, 
Porter,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Webster, 
White 21. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,    . 

The  bill  was  further  amended  by  increasing  the  tp- 
propriations  for  fortifications  at  Federal  Point,  North 
Carolina,  from  $13,000  to  $18,000;  and  for  fortification* 
at  Fort  St.  Philip,   from  $77,000  to  $100,000. 

Mr.  BENTON  then  submitted  amendments  making 
the  appropriations  for  two  years,  instead  of  one,  for  Nenr 
Bedford,  Massachusetts  New  London,  Connecticut,  Sel- 
ler's flats,  and  Fort  Barrancas;  the  quesUona  on  which 
were  severally  put,  and  rejected. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  the 
questions  on  concurring  in  theamendments  made  in  Com- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  were  taken  as  follows. 

The  first  question  was  on  concurring  in  the  amend- 
ment making  the  appropriation  for  fortifications  at  Pe- 
nobscot bay,  $75,000  aimually  fur  two  years,  instead  of 
$101,000,  as  in  the  bill. 

This  amendment  was  rejected:  Yeas  20,  nays  31,  as 
follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cutlibert, 
Ewing  of  Illinois,  Grundy,  Hill,  Hubbard,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, Linn,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Preston,  Rives,  Rohin- 
son,  Ruggles,  Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Walker,Wright— 20. 

Nats— Messrs.  Black,  Calhoun,  Crittenden,  Dtris, 
Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough,  Hendricks,  Rent,  Ring 
of  Georgia,  Leigh,  McKean,  Mangum,  Moore,  Naudain, 
Porter,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Web- 
ster, White.— 21. 

The  question  was  next  taken  on  making  the  appropri- 
ations for  fortifications  at  Kennebec,  $100,000  annually 
for  two  years,  instead  of  $100,000  as  in  the  bill,  and  al>o 
rejected  by  the  following  vote: 

YsAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cutliberr, 
Ewing  of  Illinois,  Grundy,  Rill,  Hubbard,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, Linn,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Rives,  Robinson,  Ruggles, 
Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Walker, Wright— 19. 

Nats— Messrs.  Black,   Calhoun,   Crittenden,   Dana, 
Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough,  Hendricks,  Kent,  King  of 
Georgia,  Leigh,  McKean,   Mangum,  Moore,   Naudain, 
Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Bobbins,   Swift,  Tomlinson, 
Webster.  White— 22. 

I'he  amendments  for  fortifications  at  Portland,  $75,000 
per  annum  for  two  years,  instead  of  $100,000;  and  for 
Portsmouth,  $150,000  per  annum  for  two  years,  instead 
of  $200,000,  were  also  rejected. 

The  remainder  of  the  amendments  made  in  committee 
were  then  concurred  in. 

Mr.  PRESTON  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  appro- 
priations for  fortifications  at  Kennebec,  lie  had  made 
this  motion,  he  said,  when  there  was  not  a  full  Seitaift 
and  it  was  rejected.  He  wished,  now  that  the  Senate 
was  fpll,  to  try  the  principle,  whether  appropriations 
should  be  made  where  there  were  no  plans  or  estimates. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  PRESTON  snd 
CRITTENDEN,  this  motion  was  rejected;  Yess  11, 
nays  29,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Calhoun,  Crittenden,  Ewing  of  Ohio, 
King  of  Georgia,  Leigh,  Mangum,  B^oore,  Naudain, 
Preston,  Swift,  White— 11. 

Nats— Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Cuthbert,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Illinois  Goldshorough, 
Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, Linn,  McKean,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Porier, 
Rives,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Shepley,  Tall- 
madge, Tomlinson,  Walker,  Webster — 29. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 
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PUBLIC  DBPOSITBS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CALHOUN,  the  Senate  took  up 
the  bill  to  regulate  the  depositee  of  the  public  moneys; 
when  Mr.  C.  was  permitted,  by  general  consent,  to 
modiry  the  bill  by  adding  new  sections,  the  purport  of 
which  is,  that  the  unexpended  balance  remaining  in  the 
Treasury,  on  the  Slst  of  December  of  each  year,  except 

dollars,  shall  be  deposited  with  the  several  States 

of  the  Union,  each  in  proportion  to  its  population;  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  notify  the  Executive 
of  each  State  that  the  sum  allotted  to  his  State  will  be 
paid  on  the  warrant  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  said  State, 
or  deposited  in  the  State  Treasury,  at  his  option;  the 
sum  thus  deposited  with  the  Stales  to  be  retained  with- 
out interest  until  wanted  by  the  General  Government, 

and  that month's  notice  shall  be  given  before  it 

is  withdrawn;  that  where  a  State  is  not  authorized  by  its 
existing  laws  to  receive  the  deposite,  the  sum  allotted  to 
it  shall  be  transferred  to  it  on  the  warrant  of  its  Execu- 
tive, or  deposited  in  its  Treasury,  as  soon  as  it  shall  have 
passed  a  law  authorizing  auch  transfer  or  deposite:  this 
act  to  continue  in  force  till  the  30th  of  June,  1842. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  Wright's  amend- 
ment, providing  for  (he  investment  of  the  surplus  in  the 
Treasury  in  some  safe  public  stocks,  &c. ;  and  it  being 
late  in  the  evening. 

On  motion  uf  Mr.  WRIGHT,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the 
table,  with  an  understanding  to  take  it  up  to-morrow. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  charters  of  certain  banks  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  for  other  purposes,  being  the 
next  special  ordei*, 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  postpone  its  consideration 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  defence  bill:  Yeas  14, 
nays  19. 

The  bill  was  then  read  with  the  amendments  as, pro* 
posed  by  the  connmittee.  The  bill  was  then  reported 
with  the  amendments. 

The  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KING  of  Alabama  moved  that  the  bill,  as  amend* 
ed,  be  printed,  and  that  the  bill  be  postponed  and  made 
the  special  order  for  Friday;  which  was  agreed  to. 

ADMISSION  OF  ARKANSAS. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  a  bill  in  addition  to 
an  act  providing  for  the  admission  of  Arkansas  Into  the 
Union. 

The  bill  was  amended  by  filling  the  blank,  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  with  the  words  ••first  day  of 
Jnly.»» 

Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  without  committing  himself  on 

the  subject,  expressed  himself  generally  in  favor  of  the 
bill. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  PORTER,  and  Mr. 
WALKER, 

f  he  bill  was  reported  as  amended,  the  amendments 
^«re  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

Thursday,  Mat  26. 
FLORIDA  BANKS. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  offered  the  following  resolution} 
whUih  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

netohftd.  That  the  Secretary  of  State  communicate  to 

the  Senate,  so  soon  as  they  may  be  obtained,  copies  of 

all  acts  of  the  Territorial  Legislature  of  Florida,  grant- 

'"g  or  creating  banking  charters,  or  any  institutions 

^m  banking  powers  and  privileges,  within  the  last  three 
years.  *  ^ 

On  introducing  this  resolution, 


Mr.  WEBSTER  reminded  -the  Senate  that,  on  the 
motion  of  a  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Hub- 
bard] a  few  days  ago,  a  resolution  was  adopted,  instruct- 
ing the  Committee  on  Finance  to  inquire  whether  it 
was  necessary  for  Congress  to  disaffirm  any  of  the  acts 
of  the  Legislature  of  Florida,  on  the  subject  of  the  in- 
corporation of  banks.  The  whole  of  the  laws  of  the 
Territorial  Legislatures  ought  to  be  returned  to  Con- 
gress every  year,  and  which,  perhsps,  are  sent,  but 
never  laid  before  Congress.  It  appeared  to  be  very  im- 
portant, at  a  moment  when  the  rage  for  the  incorpora- 
tion of  banks  is  so  alarmingly  prevalent,  that  these  Ter- 
ritorial Legislatures  should  be  restrained  In  their  action 
on  such  questions,  as  the  process  of  disaffirming  is  some- 
times attended  with  much  inconvenience.  Something 
of  this  kind  had  taken  place  in  Louisiana,  from  which 
that  State  might  yet  be  visited  with  inconvenience.  He 
concluded  with  expressing  his  hope  that,  before  the 
termination  of  this  session,  the  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary would  present  to  the  Senate  some  provision,  ordain- 
ing that  all  legislative  incorporations  of  banking  com- 
panies in  the  TeiTitories  shall  receive  the  sanction  uf 
Congress  before  they  shall  be  in  force.  • 

FORTIFICATIONS. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  purchase  of 
sites,  the  collection  of  materials,  and  the  commencement 
of  certain  fortifications,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  said,  that  having  voted  for 
this  bill  throughout,  he  wished  to  say  a  few  words  ex- 
planatory of  the  vote  he  was  about  to  give  on  its  final 
passage.  His  motives  for  voting  against  it  were  not 
from  any  hostility  to  its  general  objects,  or  to  the  forti- 
fications which  were  in  it;  on  the  contrar}',  he  was  dis- 
posed to  believe,  from  the  quantity  of  evidence  that  had 
been  adduced  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  that  the  for- 
tifications now  in  the  bill  should  be  ultimately  added  to 
the  defences  of  the  country.  With  him,  however,  the 
question  was  more  as  to  time,  than  as  to  the  propriety  of 
the  measure.  If  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
sent  in  on  the  Tth  of  April,  was  to  be  relied  on,  not  a 
single  dollar  should  be  appropriated  fur  new  works, 
until  a  re-examinalion  was  had  of  the  whole  subject,  in 
order  to  adapt  the  system  to  the  present  condition  of  the 
country.  Now  his  opinion  (Mr.  K.  said)  was  this:  that 
if  this  appropriation  should  be  made  at  the  present  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  it  would  have  no  effect,  but  to  confine 
several  millions  of  dollars  from  the  control  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, which  cannot  be  expended  in  the  objects  fur 
which  it  was  appropriated.  If  the  Secretary  should 
examine  these  new  works  before  commencing  them, 
with  that  care  and  deliberation  with  which  he  should 
proceed,  with  regard  to  the  works  intended  for  the 
permanent  defences  of  the  country,  they  would  not  be 
commenced  before  the  next  session  of  Congress,  and, 
therefore,  there  was  no  necessity  for  hurrying  the  ap- 
propriations at  this  time. 

Mr.  K.  said  that  he  did  not  wish  to  be  understood  as 
committing  himself  in  favor  of  the  plan  originally  pre- 
sented by  the  Military  Commiitee.  He  never  could 
agree  to  vote  for  any  plan  which  changed  the  whole 
system  so  long  practised  by  the  Government,  and  per- 
haps looked  to  a  change  of  our  institutions.  The  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  was,  to  his  mind,  a  conclusive 
argument  against  the  present  bill,  if  he  bad  no  other 
objections  to  urge  against  it.  Mr.  K.  highly  compliment- 
ed the  report  of  the  Secretary,  saying  that  it  showed  a 
great  mind,  as  well  as  a  practical  talent,  well  calculated 
to  give  to  science  a  practical  effect.  Taking  into  consi- 
deration that  they  then  were  nearly  at  the  end  of  the 
session  of  Congress,  and  that  if  they  passed  the  bill  it 
would  be  departing  from  the  principles  of  the  report, 
he  conceived  himself  but  in  the  performance  of  a  duly 
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in  asking  for  a  postponement  till  the  next  session  of 
Congress. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  observed  that  this  system  of  fortifica- 
tions was  likely  to  be  run  down  by  extravagant  appro- 
priations. It  added  something  like  two  millions  to  the 
usual  appropriation  bill,  and,  considering  the  present 
prices,  at  least  a  million  beyond  wiiat  the  appropriations 
ought  to  be.  As  the  bill  now  stood,  he  felt  himself 
compelled  to  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  BENTON  remarked  that  the  reasons  given  by  the 
Senator  from  Georgia,  why  he  should  vote  against  this 
bill,  were  very  proper  so  far  as  they  were  his  reasons; 
but  when  the  Secretary  of  War  was  quoted  as  being 
opposed  to  it,  he  thought  it  proper  to  set  gentlemen 
right.  Just  so  oflen  as  the  Secretary  was  quoted  in 
opposition  to  this  system  of  fortifications,  so  often  would 
he  quote  his  own  language.  He  would  read  a#few 
extracts  from  the  Secretary's  report,  in  order  to  show 
what  his  opinions  really  were.  Mr.  B.  then  read  the 
following: 

**  it  cannot  be  doubted  but  that  fortifications  at  the  fol- 
lowing places,  enumerated  in  this  bill,  will  be  necessary: 
At  Pepobscot  bay,  for  the  protection  of  Bangor,  See.;  at 
Kennebec  river,  at  Portland,  at  Portsmouth,  at  Salem, 
at  New  Bedford,  at  New  London,  upon  Staten  island,  at 
SoUer's  flats,  a  redoubt  on  Federal  point,  for  the  Barran- 
cas, for  Fort  St.  Philip. 

"  These  proposed  works  all  command  the  approach  to 
places  sufficiently  important  to  justify  their  construction 
under  any  circumstances  that  will  probably  exist.  I 
think,  therefore,  that  the  public  interest  would  be  pro- 
moted by  the  passage  of  the  necessary  appropriations 
for  them.  As  soon  as  these  are  made,  such  of  the 
positions  as  may  appear  to  require  it  can  be  examined, 
and  the  form  and  extent  of  the  works  adapted  to  exist- 
ing circumstances,  if  any  change  be  desirable.  The 
construction  of  those  not  needing  examination  can  com- 
mence immediately,  and  that  of  the  others  as  soon  as 
the  plans  are  determined  upon.  By  this  proceeding, 
therefore,  a  season  may  be  saved  in  the  operations." 

Now,  he  did  not  know  (Mr.  B.  said)  that  it  was  in  the 
power  of  language  to  be  more  explicit  in  favor  of  any 
object  than  that  of  the  Secretary  of  War  was  of  the  bill 
on  the  table.  He  must  object  (Mr.  B.  said)  to  any 
arguments  founded  on  detached  expressions  in  this  re- 
port, when  that  same  report  contained  explicit  declara- 
tions in  favor  of  the  bill. 

It  had  been  urged  by  some  gentlemen  that  the  season 
was  so  far  advanced,  that  it  was  not  worth  while  to  make 
appropriations  this  year.  How  did  this  happen?  It  was 
because  there  had  been  a  continued  struggle  to  keep  off 
appropriations  for  the  defences  of  the  country;  because 
the  Senate  had,  by  yeas  and  nays,  given  the  distribution 
bill  a  preference  over  buch  necessary  objects;  because 
there  had  been  a  continued  contest  between  the  defences 
of  the  country  and  the  scheme  of  dividing  money;  and 
in  that  contest  the  defences  of  the  country  had  gone  to 
the  wall.  Gentlemen  said  that  it  was  now  too  late  in 
the  season  to  apply  these  appropriations  this  year. 
Well,  then,  if  it  was  too  late,  whose  fault  was  it?  When 
this  plan  of  distribution  was  commenced,  it  was  support- 
ed on  the  ground  that  it  was  impossible  to  use  the  sur- 
plus in  the  Treasury  fur  the  service  of  the  country. 
Kvery  gentleman  in  favor  of  the  plan  took  this  position; 
and  yet,  when  the  officers  of  Government  had  sent  in 
report  after  report,  showing  that  this  money  can  be 
profitably  employed  fur  the  defences  of  the  country, 
their  judgment  was  disputed,  and  disputed,  too,  on 
points  in  which  they  must  necessarily  be  entitled  to  ere- 
dit  and  respect.  Here  they  were,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  while 
^wo  States  and  one  Territory  were  reeking  with  blood 

d  resoundtitg  with  crie»,  engaged  in  dividing  surpluses, 

^  dividing  them,  too,  by  creating  them.     Sir,  (said 


Mr.  B.,)  if  this  plan  goes  on,  it  will  put  an  end  to  the 
institutions  of  the  country;  it  was  engaged  in  contemiing 
against  the  very  objects  for  which  this  Government  vis 
formed — the  defence  of  the  country.  While  ttiey  had 
but  a  skeleton  of  an  army,  whose  companies  of  only  fiitf 
men  each  were  reduced  to  thirty-odd,  and  while  the  offi- 
cers in  Florida  were  continually  calling  for  men  to  fill 
up  their  ranks,  the  bill  for  that  object  could  not  be 
touched;  It  must  be  set  aside  to  make  room  for  (he 
banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  Yes,  sir,  (said  Mr. 
B,)  the  convenience  of  the  banks  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  must  take  precedence  over  the  cries  of  (he 
bleeding  frontiers.  He  could  not  but  regret  that  at  the 
last  month  of  the  session  there  should  be  a  further  effort 
to  put  off  appropriations  for  the  defencea  of  the  countryi 
that,  af\er  liaving  spent  the  first  two  months  in  crin-na- 
tion  and  recrimination  for  the  loss  of  the  fortification  bill 
of  the  last  year,  they  should  now,  at  the  end  of  bix 
months  of  the  session,  have  to  struggle  hard  to  get  a  bit! 
for  the  same  object  passed.  He  wished  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Senate  and  the  coumry  to  the  conse- 
quences of  this  odious  principle  of  distribution.  It  vss 
C^ing  to  reduce  us  to  a  condition  more  helpless  than  we 
were  under  the  old  confederation;  for  it  would  reduce 
us  to  a  dependence  not  only  on  the  voluntary  contribu- 
tions of  the  SUtes,  but  to  the  leavings  of  the  States  after 
they  had  cut  and  carved  all  they  wanted  for  them!>clves. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  said  he  had  not  voted  for  tU 
distribution  bill,  and  therefore  the  remarks  of  the  Sen- 
ator on  that  subject  could  not  be  made  applicable  to 
him. 

[Mr.  BxNTOa  said  they  were  not  intended  for  Mr.  K  j 

Mr.  K.  said  neither  could  the  remarks  of  the  Senator, 
denouncing  those  who  had  delayed  the  bill  in  its  prog- 
ress, unless  he  referred  to  a  vote  for  an  adjournment  on 
Saturday  evening.  He  had  voted  to  adjourn  very  b(c 
on  Saturday  evening,  when  he  believed  some  of  the 
friends  of  the  bill  wished  to  push  it  to  a  third  readine;. 
But  he  had  done  so  only  from  the  lateness  of  the  hour, 
and  thinness  of  the  Senate.  That  he  was  justified  in 
that  course,  had  been  since  proved  by  the  revocation, 
in  a  fuller  Senate,  of  every  vote  taken  on  that  evening. 

Mr.  K.  denied  that  he  condemned  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  by  voting  against  this  bill  under  pres- 
ent circumstances.  He  intended  ultimately,  in  the  mm^ 
to  conform  to  it.  It  was  an  able  document.  In  it  we 
saw  the  developments  of  a  great  mind,  well  stored  with 
science,  and,  what  was  equally  important,  a  practical 
talent  to  give  that  science  a  judicious  and  useful  apph- 
cation.  He  again  referred  to  the  report,  and  insisted 
that  the  season  at  which  this  bill  would  be  passed,  if  at 
all,  and  the  attention  required  of  the  War  Departnaent 
to  another  part  of  our  frontier,  would  reconcile  bis  vieus 
with  those  of  the  Secretary.  The  Secretary  sent  h»s 
report  the  Slh  of  April;  and,  as  the  bill  was  then  bcfure 
the  Senate,  he  thought  most  likely  it  would  be  speedily 
acted  on.  From  the  business  before  the  House,  it  could 
not  be  finally  acted  on  before  July;  and  he  did  not  think 
any  advantage  could  be  derived  from  the  appropriatior, 
if  the  exammation  and  surveys  should  be  made  before 
the  money  was  expended.  At  any  rate,  the  advantage 
would  be  too  small  to  justify  ah  appropriation  so  far  in 
advance,  and  a  departure  from  the  valuable  principle  of 
having  surveys  and  estimates  before  appropriations  were 
made  for  any  work  of  this  description. 

Mr.  K.  said  it  was  true  that  the  Secretary,  in  one  p>rt 
of  his  report,  had  recommended  the  appropriation  under 
the  circumstances  stated,  and  had  stated  that  the  D^* 
partment  would  have  the  examination  and  surveys  mat^^ 
before  any  money  should  be  spent.  If  we  would  (nke 
the  whole  report  together,  however,  we  could  pl^'"'/ 
see  thvHt  the  Secretary  was  yielding  something  to  h^^ 
friends.    He  was  reporting  against  the  recomme(^datiin3 
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of  ihe  engineer  department,  af^ainst  the  bill  reported  by 
the  MiUiary  Committee  of  the  Senate,  and  against  the 
known  wishes  of  many  friends  whose  opinions  he  re- 
spected.  This,  he  thought,  would  account  for  any  tri- 
fling difference  between  the  Secretary  and  himself. 

The  Secretary,  he  said,  had  been  compelled  to  throw 
himself  against  some  of  the  most  extravagant  schemes 
for  increasing  our  military  preparations  that  had  ever 
threatened  Ihe  country.  The  whole  of  them,  if  adopt- 
ed, would  require  at  least  one  hundred  millions  to  begin 
with.  One  bureau  recommended  near  thirty  millions 
for  providing  munitions  of  war  alone.  The  fortifications 
proposed  by  another  bureau,  and  recommended  by  the 
Military  Committee,  would  cost  near  forty  millions  more; 
and  he  had  noticed  that,  in  debate  in  the  other  House, 
twenty.two  millions  were  spoken  of  to  arm  the  militia. 
The  standing  army  was  to  be  expensively  increased;  and 
88  to  depots,  armories,  and  arsenals,  they  were  almost 
Without  number,  as  their  cost  was  beyond  compulation. 

It  would  require  some  Hutton  to  give  us  the  sum  total. 
Sir,  (said  he,)  to  consider  the  past  policy  of  the  Gov- 
fernment,  and  look  at  the  documents  on  your  table,  and 
the  views  giren  us  from  various  quarters,  one  would 
think  he  had  been  dreaming.  The  wise  policy  of  allow- 
ing our  citizens  to  prosper  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  fruits 
of  their  labor  was  to  be  changed.  Every  thing  seemed 
to  look  to  vast  military  establishments.  Now,  (said  Mr. 
K.,)  what  I  wish  understood  is,  that  I  protest  against  all 
i!»ese  schemes  of  heavy  expenditures  for  permanent  es- 
tablishments. They  would  not  only  absorb  the  surplus, 
but  heap  new  burdens  upon  us,  and  curse  posterity  with 
tariffs  and  taxes.  We  had  been  reminded  of  the  system 
of  fortifications  recommended  by  Washington,  and  asked 
why  they  could  not  increase  now,  in  proportion  to  our 
wealth  and  population.  This  was  strange  argument. 
Should  we  increase  the  nurses  of  the  infant  as  he  ap- 
proached the  years  of  maturity^  Should  we  quadruple 
there,  after  he  had  become  entirely  capable  of  taking 
care  of  himself  ?  We  were  able  now  to  meet  on  equal 
^rnas  any  Power  on  ihc  face  of  the  earth;  and  all  the 
Powers  of  Christendom  united  could  not  send  a  suffi- 
cient force  across  the  Atlantic  to  gain  a  dangerous  footing 
upon  our  soil.  And  yet,  in  this  period  of  strength,  wo 
had  all  at  once  become  alarmed  for  our  safety,  and  wish- 
ed to  wall  the  enemy  out.  Except  for  our  large  com- 
"J^'^ial  cities,  we  wanted  no  walls  but  the  wooden  walls 
that  floated  under  the  command  of  our  gallant  navy.  We 
wanted  no  ramparts  .behind  which  to  defend  our  coun- 
try, except  a  rampart  of  bayonets  pointed  by  the  steady 
arms  of  freemen.  Our  main  arm  of  defence  was  the 
Iree  and  sturdy  yeomen,  who,  whenever  any  daring  in* 
vader  should  set  foot  upon  our  soil,  would  always  be 
i^ftdy  to  drop  any  petty  or  party  disputes,  and  rally 
around  the  standard  of  their  common  country. 

He  said  he  must  confess  thit,  as  a  democrat,  governed 
»y  the  principles  of  the  old  school  of  democracy,  he  felt 
Ki^at  jealousy  and  apprehension  of  the  multiplication  of 
these  fortifications,  if  we  went  on  with  them  as  threat- 
ened, he  feared  they  might,  at  no  disUnt  day,  become 
tne  grave-yard  of  freedom,  and  the  burying-ground  of 
»»e  constitution,  instead  of  the  citadels  of  liberty.  Other 
gentlemen  had  made  predictions,  and  he  would  ven- 
ure  one:  that  was,  if  these  military  projects  went  on  as 
'»«y  seemed  to  have  begun;  if  our  coast  of  three  thou- 
sand miles  were  to  be  frowning  with  fortifications,  and 
Clouded  with  cannon;  if  our  hitherto  peaceful  country 
were  to  become  a  great  military  camp;  if  every  State 
»n  the  Union  were  to  be  hereafter  bristling  with  bay- 
onets, and  covered  with  arsenals,  armories,  and  depots, 
ne  predicted  we  might,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years, 
take  the  parchment  upon  which  our  constitution  was 
written,  and  cover  a  drum-head  with  that,  for  all  the  use 
we  should  have  for  it  as.  an  instrument  to  define  the 


principles  upon  which  our  Government  is  to  be  admin- 
istered. Every  thing  would  shortly  be  settled  by  the 
sword,  the  truncheon,  and  the  bayonet.  A  corporal  and 
his  guard  would  soon  be  more  respected  than  the  Chief 
Justice  and  his  associates.  And,  like  another  great  na- 
tion which  had  lately  revolutionized  in  the  name  of  lib- 
erty, but,  in  its  sacred  name,  with  a  peace  establishment 
of  four  hundred  and  ten  thousand  men,  perpetrates  every 
species  of  tyranny;  the  prison  would,  with  us  also,  become 
the  purifier  of  the  press,  whilst  the  bayonet  settled  our 
civil  disputes.  He,  therefore,  g^ve  notice  that  he  should 
vote  against  all  these  vast  projects  for  changing  our  sys- 
tem into  an  expensive  military  Government,  as  fast  as 
they  might  be  brought  forward.  And  as  to  the  forts  in 
question,  why  push  them  on  us  without  estimates?  Was 
Maine  in  danger?  He  hoped  she  could  sustain  herself 
another  season  against  the  Brunswickers.  John  Bull  seem- 
ed good  natqred  at  present,  and  had  even  kindly  interfer- 
ed to  settle  a  dispute  for  us  with  a  belligerant  neighbor. 
But  we  were  told  we  were  refusing  appropriations  whilst 
the  Indians  were  cutting  the  throats  of  the  people.  In- 
deed! And  were  fortifications  in  the  East  intended  to 
protect  us  against  Indians  in  the  West?  No  appropria- 
tions for  the  West  had  been  delayed  a  moment,  when 
asked  for:  and  the  danger  in  the  South  and  West  was 
another  reason  why  we  should  direct  our  whole  atten- 
tion there  for  the  present,  and  not  be  dividing  the  atten- 
tion of  the  War  Department  with  the  seacoast,  where 
there  was  no  danger  pressing. 

Mr.  BENTON  replied  that  his  allusions  to  the  Indian 
disturbances  in  the  South  had  no  relation  to  the  fortifi- 
cation bills,  but  to  the  bill  for  filling  up  the  ranks  of  the 
army,  which  had  been  reported  by  the  Military  Commit- 
tee months  ago,  and  which  was  also  recommended  by 
the  Secretary  of  War;  whose  fate  was  so  peculiar,  that  he 
could  not  make  a  report  without  its  being  praised  on  all 
hands,  though  the  objects  he  recommended  were  stren- 
uously opposed.  Now  the  Secretary  recommended  the 
filling  up  the  ranks  of  the  army,  and  a  bill  in  pursuance  of 
that  recommendation  had  been  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee; yet  it  had  been  made  to  yield  to  this  distribution 
bill.  When  he  referred  to  the  sufferings  of  the  southern 
frontiers,  from  Indian  hostilities,  he  did  it  in  connexion 
with  this  continually  staving  off  the  bill  for  filling  up  the 
ranks  of  the  army,  though  that  army  had  been  reduced 
under  a  compact  that  it  was  to  be  filled  up  whenever 
the  defence  of  the  country  rendered  it  necessary  that 
they  should  do  so;  though  the  skeleton  companies  of 
that  army  of  fifty  men  each  did  not  even  contain  that 
number;  and  though  the  general  commanding  in  Florida 
had  called  upon  them  in  the  most  earnest  manner  tu  fill 
up  their  ranks.  They  could  not  (said  Mr.  B.)  get  that 
bill  considered,  though  in  the  midst  of  summer,  and  near 
the  close  of  the  session;  and  though  he  had  attempted 
to  bring  it  forward  by  a  side  movement  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  volunteer  bill,  he  was  still  unsuccessful. 
Sir,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  the  States  are  engaged  in  defending 
themselves,  because  neglected  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment. The  States  of  Alabama  and  Georgia  are  taking 
care  of  themselves  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  General 
Government  was  expunged;  and  expunged  it  would  be,  if 
this  scheme  of  distribution  went  on.  The  State  of  Mis- 
souri would  have  to  take  care  of  herself,  to  raise  her 
own  men,  and  expend  her  own  money,  to  protect  herself 
against  the  50,000  Indians  placed  on  her  borders  by 
the  General  Government,  bountifully  supplied  with  mo- 
ney, with  arms,  and  with  horses,  and  amply  prepared 
for  offensive  operations.  When  this  wretched  scheme 
of  distribution  came  to  be  surrendered,  be  supposed 
that  the  States  would  be  reimbursed  for  what  they 
should  be  compelled  to  expend  for  self-defence;  but  he 
much  feared  that,  until  then,  they  would  have  to  take 
care  of  themselves. 
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Mr.  WALKER  said  lie  had  participated  in  no  portion 
of  the  debate  on  tliis  bill,  and  had  designed  giving  a 
silent  vote  in  its  favor;  but  that  the  observations  of  his 
friend,  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Kivo,]  rendered 
it  necessary  that  he  should  explain  the  grounds  upon 
which  his  vote  was  given.     Mr.  W.  said  he  was  not  in 
favor  of  a  large  standing  army  in  time  of  peace,  or  of 
fortifying  the  whole  line  of  seaboard.     He  was  for  such 
an  army  only  as  was  indispensably  necessary  to  occupy 
important  posts  on  the  coast  or  frontier,  or  in  exposed 
situations  in  the  country:  an  army  very  little  exceeding 
our  present  number  would  be  sufficient.     He  was  only 
for  fortifying  important  positions,  upon  the  principles 
recommended  in  the  admirable  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  and  sanctioned  by  the  President.     He  would 
not,  as  other  Senators  had  done,  commence  by  eulogi- 
zing that  report,  and  conclude  by  opposing  its  important 
recommendations.     Gentlemen   had  said  that  this  bill 
would  subvert  the  liberties  of  the  country — I  hat  armies 
and  military  array  would  cover  the  whole  Union.     Mr. 
W.  had  seen  none  of  those  formidable  armies,  none  of 
those  bristling  bayonets,  that  seemed  to  alarm  so  many 
Senators.     The  neigh  of  the  war-horse,,  or  tlie  sound  of 
the  cannon,  had  not  resched  his  ear,  as  one  of  the  con- 
sequences of  this  measure.    The  defence  of  the  coun- 
try was  a  constitutional  injunction:  it  was  one  of  the 
main  objects  for  which  the  constitution  was  formed:  it  is 
due  to  the  States^t  is  due  to  the  people.     And  when 
was  this  defence  to  be  made^     When  war  had  com- 
menced'   No,  (said  Mr.  W.)     It  was  the  maxim  of 
Washington,  in  peace  to  prepare   for  war.     And  how 
prepare,  unless  by  fortifying  those  important  points  on 
the  coast,  by  which,  if  undefended,  an  enemy's  fleet  might 
sail  into  our  harbors,  and  burn  our  cities,  and  destroy 
our  people?     Mr.  W.  could  not  perceive  how  we  were 
destroying  the  country  by  defending  it.     And  now  we 
are  asked    to    substitute  distribution    for  defence;  to 
abandon  the  defence  of  the  country,  in  order  to  distrib- 
ute money,  and  that  money  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 
of  the  lands  of  the  West. 

This  fatal  distribution  bill  was  to  surrender  the  coast 
undefended  into  the  hai)ds  of  a  foreign  enemy,  and  to 
deliver  up  the  new  States  as  the  colonies  of  the  old  mem- 
bers of  the  confederacy.  This  distribution  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  public  landi  originated  in  a  re- 
port of  a  tariff  committee  of  the  Hmise  in  1829;  and  the 
same  committee  which  first  proposed  this  distribution 
distinctly  stated  that  it  was  necessary  to  give  the  old 
Slates  a  direct  interest  in  the  income  of  the  public  lands, 
in  order  to  prevent  any  further  concessions  to  the  new 
States,  or  reduction  of  price.  [Here  Mr.  W.  read  an 
extract,  proving  this  statement,  from  ihis  report.]  Here 
was  the  effect  of  this  distribution  scheme,  distinctly  con- 
ceded by  its  authors  to  be  a  project  to  render  it  the  in- 
terest of  every  old  State  to  oppress  and  ruin  the  new 
States;  and  it  is  for  this  scheme  we  are  asked  to  abandon 
the  defence  of  (he  country. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  this  distribution  scheme  is,  in  ano- 
ther way,  an  enemy  to  the  defence  of  the  country.  Re- 
duce the  price  of  the  public  Unds  in  favor  of  actual  set- 
tiers,  and  enable  the  poor  but  honest  laborer  to  obtain  at 
a  low  price  a  farm,  and  a  home  of  his  own  to  defend  and 
protect,  and  you  strengthen  his  arm  and  nerve  his 
heart  in  the  hour  of  gloom  and  danger.  Increase  the 
number  of  farmers  and  cultivators  of  the  soil,  and  you 
increase  the  truest  and  surest  defenders  of  the  country. 
But  these  men  are  to  be  sacrificed  by  this  distribution 
bill.  Yes,  (said  Mr.  W.,}  the  bill  which  refuses  to  re- 
duce the  price  of  your  public  lands  is  as  hostile  to  the 
interest  of  the  poor  but  industrious  laborer  of  the  old  as 
of  the  new  Sutes.  Open  the  lands  of  the  West  to  pur- 
chase at  a  low  price  to  poor  settlers,  and  (he  laboring 
lan  of  the  North  may  defy  the  power  of  his  wealthy 


employers.  He  may  say.  Pay  me  better  wagei,orI 
will  go  and  become  a  farmer  in  the  West.  This  distri- 
bution bill,  then,  is  a  bill  to  bring  down  the  wages  oi 
the  working-men  of  the  North,  snd  to  place  the  poor  in 
the  power  of  tlie  wealthy.  This  (said  Mr.  W.)  wu 
one  of  the  effects  of  this  distribution  scheme,  whicti 
would  be  made  known  to  the  working-men  of  the 
North^a  scheme  to  prevent  their  ever  being  emblfd 
to  become  farmers  and  freeholders;  to  give  them  s  home 
which  would  be  indeed  their  own,  instead  of  diminish- 
ing their  wages,  by  forcing  them  to  remain  dcpenJen? 
for  their  daily  bread  upon  such  miserable  pittance  r>r 
their  labor  as  their  wealtliy  employers  might  choose  to 
give  them;  a  scheme  to  retard  the  settlement  of  the 
new  States,  and  to  pauperize  the  laboring  men  of  the 
old  States,  for  the  benefit  of  wealthy  capitalists  and 
powerful  chartered  monopolies;  a  scheme  to  plunder 
the  new  States  for  the  benefit  of  the  old  Sutes,  and  U 
oppress  the  poor  man  in  every  quarter  of  the  Unio(i. 

Gentlemen  say  the  militia  is  the  best  defence  of  the 
country.  Be  it  so;  but  are  they  the  friends  of  the  militia, 
the  friends  of  the  people,  who  would  expose  them  to 
defend  ^vtry  important  point  without  fortifications,  and 
without  cannon^  who  w«iuld  make  freemen  the  sole 
breastwork  against  which  hostile  artillery  is  to  be  direct- 
ed, and  cause  streams  of  American  blood  to  flow,  solely 
because  important  points  and  harbors  had  no  fort.Bca- 
tions?  Sir,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  I  consider  the  lives  of  Ameri- 
can freemen  as  above  all  price;  and  to  save  and  protect 
them  I  would,  if  necessary,  pour  out  the  last  dollar  in  the 
Treasury.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  it  is  because  I  am  op- 
posed to  large  standing  armies,  tl\at  1  am  for  this  b  I'. 
Leave  the  coast  undefended,  and  you  invite  foreign 
aggression;  you  increase  the  chances  of  war,  and  thus 
increase  the  probable  necessity  for  standing  armies.  Mr. 
W.  said  he  had  been  instructed  by  the  Legislature  of 
Mississippi  to  endeavor  to  obtain  a  military  depot  at  the 
flourishing  and  beautiful  town  of  Columbus,  upon  the 
Tombigbee. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  had  laid  thcae  instructions  before  the 
Military  Committee,  which  has  reported  a  bill  embracing 
the  contemplated  object;  which  bill  will  become  a  Uu, 
if  we  do  not  abandon  defence  for  distribution.  Mr.  W- 
said  he  had  also  carried  through  the  Senate  a  resolution 
requiring  a  survey  of  the  coast  of  the  State  of  Miy)>* 
sippi,  and  the  islands  in  its  vicinage,  to  ascertain  if 
there  were  any  proper  judicious  sites  for  fortifications. 
If  such  sites  were  found  in  that  quarter,  (Mr.  W.  sai^) 
he  would  ask  for  forts  to  be  erected  there  also,  for  tlie 
defence  of  Mississippi  and  her  people,  and  commerce  up- 
on the  Gulf.  But  he  would  vote  for  no  unnecessary  foru- 
fications  in  any  section  of  the  Union.  Whilst  millions  '^^ 
times  that  are  past,  have  been  expended  for  other  States 
Congress  has,  in  fact,  done  little  or  nothing  for  Missis- 
sippi; and  (Mr.  W.  said)  he  should,  upon  all  proper 
occasions,  press  her  claims  upon  the  consideration  of 
the  Senate,  with  a  deep  conviction  that  she  would  y^^ 
receive  justice  at  the  bands  of  the  General  Government, 
by  a  reduction,  in  favor  of  actual  settlers,  of  the  price  of 
the  public  lands. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  said  the  remarks  of  his  friend 
from  Mississippi  compelled  him  to  say  a  word  further  to 
reconcile  his  views  with  the  general  principles  of  the 
report.  If  he  had  any  pride  as  a  poUtician,  (and  he  bad 
not  much,)  it  was  the  pride  of  consistency.  That  he 
might  be  perfectly  understood,  he  would  read  s  fe'f 
words  further  from  the  report,  which  he  had  not  read 
before.     Mr.  K.  then  read  from  the  21st  psv^e: 

**But  before  any  expenditure  is  incurred  for  new 
works,  I  think  an  examination  should  be  made  in  every 
case,  in  order  to  apply  these  principles  to  the  proposed 
plan  of  operations,  and  thus  reduce  the  expense  of  con- 
struction, where  this  can  properly  be  done,  and,  also. 
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the  expense  of  {i^rrisons  required  to  defend  works  dis- 
proportioned  to  the  objects  sought  to  be  attained." 

This  was  the  wise  language  of  the  Secretary,  ap- 
proved by  the  President,  and  in  which  be  entirely  con- 
curred. He  believed,  however,  tliat  the  season  would 
be  so  far  spent  before  this  bill  could  pass,  that  this  ex- 
amination could  not  properly  be  made  and  acted  on  be- 
fore the  next  session.  We,  therefore,  had  no  induce- 
ment to  tie  up  additional  millions  in  the  deposite  banks 
so  long  before  needed,  and  also  depart  from  the  princi- 
ple of  having  surveys  and  estimates,  when  there  was  no 
emergency  that  Justified  such  haste  in  the  appropriation. 
His  friend  was  for  <<  reasonable  defences."  So  was  he. 
In  the  abstract,  they  agreed  exactly,  fie  feared  only 
ihey  would  differ  when  they  came  to  settle  what  was 
reasonable. 

The  Senator  had  very  candidly  acknowledged  that 
one  of  his  reasons  for  voting  for  this  bill  at  this  session 
was,  because  he  looked  on  it  as  «  antagoiiisticar*  to  the 
distribution  bill.  He  would  make  a  further  appeal  to 
the  candor  of  his  friend,  and  ask  him  if  he  were  not 
sensible  that  this  was  the  only  reason  he  had  for  voting 
for  the  bill?  [Mr.  Walkvb  said  no,  he  had  other  rea- 
^ns.]  He  had  no  doubt  the  Senator  imagined  he  had, 
or  he  would  not  say  so.  Mr.  K.  could  not  think  that 
many  of  hi&  democratic  friends  would  ever  have  thought 
of  the  enormous  appropriations  at  the  present  session, 
and  this  among  them,  but  for  that  fatal  surplus.  ««The 
surplus!"  «•  the  surplus!"  ay,  that  was  at  the  bottom  of 
all  our  troubles.  It  was  the  root  of  all  the  evils  that,  he 
ft'ared,  might  grow  out  of  the  proceeding^  of  the  present 
Sfssiion.  He  acknowledged  its  possession  gave  us  much 
embarrassment,  and  surrounded  us  with  perils;  but  he 
"oped  we  would  live  through  them.  He  cared  nothing 
f«r  the  surplus.  Would  to  God  that  filly  millions  of  the 
public  treasure  could  be  thrown  into  the  crater  of  Ve- 
***»U8,  or  sunk  in  the  ocean,  unless  we  could  devise 
*ome  means  to  get  rid  of  it,  that  would  not  fix  a  perma- 
nent and  growing  curse  upon  the  country.  He  cared 
but  little  for  land  bills,  distribution  bills,  or  graduation 
bills,  which  had  been  referred  to:  and  as  to  the  surplus, 
gentlemen  might  do  just  what  they  pleased  with  it,  so 
they  did  not  plant  it  in  prodigality,  that  it  might  grow 
•P  and  branch  off  into  future  expenditures  that  would 
ultimately  over9lia<low  and  impoverish  the  land. 

A  useless  expenditure,  he  said,  was  not  only  the  loss 
«Mhe  amount  thus  expended,  but  was  the  fruitful  seed 
^»  other  and  g^reater  expenditures.     It  grew  up  and 
t>fanched  off  Jikc  a  pol3rpiis.     Having  once  taken  leave 
of  the  rules  of  necessary  expenditure,  we  were  soon 
governed  by  no  rule  at  all.     Waste  begat  corruption, 
*na  corruption  begat  more  waste;  and  thus,  by  a  recip- 
rocating influence,   useless  expenditure   became   both 
pHect  and  cause,  and  ultimately  led  to  that  system  which 
"e  was  anxious  to  avoid;  that  was,  the  expenditure  of 
">oney  as  an  end,  instead  of  a  means.     If  no  safe  distri- 
oj'tion  could  be  made  then,  he  implored  gentlemen, 
*j^ei'  making  necessary  expenditures,  to  let  the  surplus 
^  one .    Qm  [(  ^j^3  gg'ij  ^l,g.  bj|„i(g  would  break,  and  we 
pould  lo>ie  the  money  unless  we  got  rid  of  it.     Well, 
^f  them  break.     He  should  shed  no  tears  over  their 
"^'»forlunes,  nor  mourn  over  the  losses  of  the  Govern* 
JU^'^t.  Better  that  a  thousand  charters  of  private  corpo- 
'^hons  should  be  forfeited,  and  millions  lost  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, than    our    constitutional   charter  should  be 
loneited,  and  our  liberties  lost.     Better  submit  to  the 
•cknowledged   evils   of   the    surplus,  than   encounter 
greater  eills  by  its  improper  expenditure.     He  only 
•shed  that  we  should  adhere  to  the  system  under  which 
we  had  grown  and  prospered  beyond  any  example  tiie 
instory  of  the  world  had  ever  furnished.     The  great  se- 
ci'ct  ot  this  prosperity  was  the  economical  system  here- 
^<>iore  pursued,  of  having  the  citixen  lightly  taxed,  to 
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enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  own  labor,  by  which  we  had  be- 
come a  nation  of  producers.  He  wished  to  continue  this 
system,  and  not,  like  other  nations,  by  a  larg^  Govern- 
ment patronage,  sustain  one  third  of  the  nation  in  splen- 
did idleness  and  glittering  vice,  devouring  the  bread 
earned  by  the  honest  industry  of  the  remainder. 

Mr.  CRITTKNDEN  suid  when  he  remembered  how 
formidably  the  Senator  from  Missouri  annoimced  that  he 
and  his  friends  constituted  the  majority  of  the  Senate, 
and  that  some  responsibility  would  thereafter  devolve  on 
them,  he  considered  his  rebuke  as  intended  for  his 
friends,  and  not  for  those  opposed  to  the  administration. 
Mr.  C.  said  it  was  but  in  accordance  with  parliamentary 
proceedings  to  interpose  dilatory  motions,  to  defeat  any 
measure  before  the  Senate  for  its  action.  He  preferred, 
himself,  however,  to  meet  this  bill  directly,  and  wished 
it  were  in  his  power  to  take  upon  himself  the  whole  re- 
sponsibility of  defeating  it;  and  would  then  consider  lie 
had  done  some  service.  If  the  Senator,  in  saying  there 
was  no  surplus,  meant  to  say  the  capacity  to  squander, 
indicated  by  these  appropriations,  transcended  the  capa- 
city to  accumulate,  then  he  admitted  there  was  no  sur- 
plus. In  regard  to  Penobscot,  they  were  told  that  the 
appropriation  was  not  equal  to,  but  would  require  treble 
the  amount  to  complete  it;  and  so  it  was  said  of  other 
fortifications,  and  all  under  the  term  of  national  defence; 
and  were  they,  he  asked,  at  the  tap  of  the  political  drum, 
to  fall  into  this  unbounded  system  of  extravagance  and 
wastefulness,  and  deprive  the  people,  to  whom  this  mo- 
ney belonged,  from  a  general  participation  in  its  advanta- 
ges? But  a  plan  was  proposed  to  invest  it  in  a  train  and 
chain  of  fortifications,  from  Maine  to  Florida.  He  agreed 
with  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  that  it  was  better  to  bury 
it  in  the  ocean,  than  to  squander  it  in  this  way,  and  en- 
tail upon  us  the  train  of  evils  that  would  follow.  A 
standing  army  would  follow  this  system,  as  certainly  as 
the  shadow  followed  the  substance.  In  time  of  war,  it 
was  said  not  to  be  patriotic  to  stop  for  estimates,  and  it 
seemed  that  peace  was  not  time  to  wait  for  them;  so  that 
they  were  to  be  made  belligerants  from  beginning  to 
encl;  and  peace  itself,  it  seemed,  was  made  for  war.  W  hen 
they  had  constructed  all  these  fortifications,  a  tax  would 
have  to  be  raised  to  garrison  them,  for  which  six  thou- 
sand men  would  be  necessary,  who  would  require  a 
perpetual  tax  of  two  millions  of  dollars  to  support  them. 
They  were,  in  fact,  sowing  these  fortifications  like  drag- 
ons' teeth,  over  the  land,  from  which  hosts  of  myrmidons 
would  spring  up,  to  eat  out  the  substance  of  the  citizens. 
Last  year,  in  the  prospect  of  a  war,  two  millions  was  all 
that  was  necessary;  and  now,  in  time  of  peace,  that  sum 
bore  but  a  small  proportion  to  the  amount  proposed  to 
be  expended  for  defence.  He  admitted  there  were  some 
points  on  the  seacoast,  where  forts,  &,c.  were  necessary, 
and  he  would  go  for  them;  but  he  was  opposed  to  this 
system  of  fortification  as  a  means  of  general  defence.  It 
was,  among  other  reasons,  too  costly  for  a  general  sys- 
tem. It  was  admitted  by  the  Senator  from  Mississippi 
that  the  militia  was  the  main  arm  of  our  defence;  but  he 
was  for  placing  them  behind  these  fortifications,  which 
Mr.  C.  thought  would  tend  to  destroy  their  spirit  of 
vulor  and  patriotism;  and  when  they  became  too  good  to 
stand  out  m  the  danger,  let  them  stay  home,  said  he,  and 
sustain  a  mercenary  army  to  fight  for  them,  under  cover 
of  these  fortifications. 

But  what,  he  asked,  did  our  militia  do  at  Bunker's 
Hill,  and  what  did  they  do  at  New  Orleans?  The  very 
argument  in  favor  of  protecting  our  citizens  behind  walls, 
required  but  one  step  further  to  create  a  standing  army. 
It  was  the  honor,  the  right,  and  the  privilege  of  the  citi- 
zens to  defend  their  country;  and  he  would  as  soon  see 
them  surrender  their  right  of  suffrage  as  to  yield  to  this. 

If  this  bill  passed,  they  would  appropriate  not  less  than 
six  millions  of  dollars,  and  there  would  be  a  beating  up 
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for  labor  along  the  whole  line  of  fortifications.  Penob* 
scot  would  beat  up  against  Kennebec,  and  Kennebec 
against  Penobiicot,  and  the  Government  would  be  beating 
up  against  itself  from  Penobscot  to  New  Orleans.  By 
adding  to  expenditures  in  one  part  of  the  country,  it  was 
taking  the  amount  expended  from  another  ptrt;  and  he 
asked  what  right  they  had  to  take  the  labor  of  laboring 
men  from  one  portion  of  the  country  to  another.  If  this 
bill  was  antagonistical  to  the  land  bill,  it  followed  that, 
as  that  bill  had  passed  the  Senate,  this  must  be  defeated, 
especially  as  this  was  a  scheme  to  prevent  it  from  going 
into  effect.  He  went  against  this  bill'  for  the  reasons  he 
had  given,  and  would  prefer  leaving  it  in  the  banks, 
rather  than  appropriate  the  money  in  this  way.  While 
gentlemen  looked  upon  the  paltry  distribution  of  the 
surplus  at  Kennebec,  Portsmouth,  &c.,  to  use  a  figure 
of  speech  of  the  Senator  from  Connecticut,  [Mr.  Nnss,] 
they  wanted  to  stick  their  forks  into  the  fleshpots  of 
Egypt  alone. 

It  seemed  the  people  could  not  be  trusted  with  an 
e^ual  distribution  of  the  surplus  among  them,  on  account 
of  their  susceptibility  to  corruption i  while  the  Senate 
alone  claimed  the  priority  of  calling  on  the  aid  of  engi- 
neers and  a  host  of  officers  to  superintend  its  expendi- 
ture, lie  should  hardly  suppose  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  could  get  his  natural  rest  In  watching  these 
various  projects  for  disposing  of  the  surplus,  which  were 
sometimes  overcharged,  and  sometimes  undercharged. 

The  Senator  from  Missouri  had  sneeringly  and  con- 
temptuously said,  that  while  here  engaged  in  the  work 
of  dividing  the  surplus,  they  had  refused  to  take  meas- 
ures for  the  defence  of  the  frontier  against  the  Indians. 
lie  would  like  to  know  how  the  distribution  bill  had  in- 
terfered with  appropriations  for  that  object. 

[Mr.  BxHTOH  said  he  would  tell  the  gentleman.  It 
had  interfered  in  this  way.  They  had  reported  a  bill, 
under  (be  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  to 
fill  up  the  skeletons  of  our  regiments,  and  they  could 
not  get  that  bill  considered.] 

Mr.  C.  continued.  The  general  commanding  there 
had  in  command  ten  men  for  one  opposing  him;  and  if 
he  had  not  succeeded  in  his  expedition,  it  had  not  been 
for  want  of  men.  He  intended  to  cast  no  reproach  on 
the  soldiers;  but  he  thought  perhaps  fewer  would  have 
dune  better;  and,  accordingly,  he  did  not  know  that  any 
of  them  were  accusable  fur  that  negligence. 
-  [Mr.  BsNTOK  said  the  gpentleman  never  read  the  re- 
port of  the  general  commanding  in  Florida,  or  he  would 
have  known  it.] 

Mr.  C  continued.  They  had  not  refused  any  appro- 
priations for  that  object,  but  had  hurried  them  througli 
without  estimates.  He  had  a  deep  settled  conviction 
that  this  s}-stem  of  fortifications  was  pregnant  with  mis- 
chievous consequences  that  ought  to  alarm  the  country. 
It  was  an  extravagance  and  waste  of  the  people's  money, 
from  which  they  would  reap  a  poisonous  harvest;  and 
the  time  would  come  when  we  should  have  no  surplus, 
and  when  we  should  be  called  on  to  raise  by  taxation 
some  two  or  three  millions  of  dollars  per  annum  for  the 
support  of  a  standing  army. 

Mr.  WALKKR  said  he  would  detain  the  Senate  but  a 
few  moments  in  reply  to  some  of  the  strictures  of  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  CRiTTsnDxir]  upon  his  re- 
marks. I'hat  Senator  said  that  to  support  the  system  of 
fortifications  would  destroy  the  martial  spirit  of  the  peo- 
ple, by  placing  them  in  forts  where  there  was  no  peril 
in  the  conflict,  no  hazard  of  life,  and  none  of  that  glory 
and  excitement  arising  from  their  exposure  to  danger  in 
the  open  field  in  defence  of  their  country.  Mr.  W. 
said  that,  if  exposing  to  danger  the  lives  of  our  people 
upon  a  naked  and  defenceless  coast  was  the  best  means 
of  infusing  into  our  citizens  a  martial  spirit,  it  was  one  of 
'^ose  means  that  bad  escaped  the  sagacity  of  all  writers 


upon  the  art  of  war,  and  was  against  the  experience  of 
all  the  nations  of  the  world.  The  musket  and  rifle  were 
one  means  of  defence,  artillery  a  second,  and  forts  a 
third;  and  upon  the  principle  that  shoold  induce  us  to 
abandon  the  third,  we  should  also  abandon  the  second, 
in  order  to  increase  the  loss  upon  our  «de,  and  augment 
the  glory  and  danger  of  the  combat,  and  thus  infuse  into 
our  people  a  more  miirttal  spirit.  But  (said  Mr.  V.) 
will  this  danger  and  glory  call  back  from  the  grave  our 
slaughtered  citizens?  Will  they  check  the  widow's  sigh, 
or  dry  the  orphan's  tear  .^  Will  they  give  back  your  cities 
from  pilhige  and  conflagration?  Will  they  return  to  their 
homes  and  country  that  patriotic  militia  who  were  vsn- 
tonly  sacrificed,  mowed  down  by  thousands,  because  the 
Government  had  refused  to  erect  the  necessary  fortifies- 
tions  to  repel  invasion?  To  me  (said  Mr.  W.)  there 
would  be  no  glory  in  such  a  spectacle.  Our  true  giotr 
consists  in  saving  an  effusion  of  American  blood;  in  spa- 
ring the  lives  of  our  citizens;  in  conquering  with  as  liule 
loss  upon  our  side  as  possible.  If  any  other  man  than 
the  patriot  Jackson  had  commanded  at  New  Orleans,  that 
city,  and  the  whole  commerce  of  the  West^  would  hare 
been  sacrificed  for  the  want  of  the  necessary  fortifica- 
tions. The  object  ia  to  defend  the  country  with  as  little 
loss  of  life  as  practicable;  and  hence  it  was  behind  cot- 
ton-bale ramparts  that  the  riflemen  of  the  West  obuincJ 
at  New  Orleans  that  great  and  glorious,  because  to  u$  a 
bloodless,  victory.  And  Vhen  the  victory  was  gained, 
and  many  an  ardent  officer  applied  to  their  great  com- 
mander for  liberty  to  pursue  and  capture  the  army  of 
the  enemy,  ••  No^"  said  the  veteran  patriot,  "my  ob- 
ject is  accomplislied— the  defence  of  New  Orleans;  and 
I  would  now  rather  pave  with  gold  the  way  of  the  ene- 
my beyond  our  limits,  than  sacrifice,  in  search  of  glory 
only,  the^  life  of  one  of  my  soldiery."  Whilst  some 
gentlemen  (said  Mr.  W.)  denounce  the  bill,  because 
they  say  it  will  destroy  the  martial  spirit,  others  oppose 
it  because  it  will  make  us  too  belligerant.  Indeed,  tlie 
same  Senators  have  used  these  irreconcilable  and  con- 
tradictory arguments.  How  the  bill  could  at  the  same 
time  destroy  our  martial  spirit,  and  yet  render  us  too 
belligerant,  Mr.  W.  could  not  understand. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  had  heard  not  one  sound  practical  ar- 
gument against  this  bill;  it  was  all  vague  and  general 
denunciation.  Those  opposed  to  the  bill,  eulogized  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  conceded  the  pro- 
priety of  defending  important  points;  and  (said  Mr.  W.) 
is  not  every  point,  the  fortifying  of  which  is  proposed  by 
this  bill,  an  important  point — a  point  within  the  express 
recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of  War?  These  hon- 
orable Senators,  then,  upon  their  own  principles,  shotild 
support  this  bill.  It  is  a  bill  to  defend  impoHant  points, 
and  those  only;  and  if  we  do  not  intend  to  abandon  the 
whole  system  of  fortifications,  and  leave  the  entire  coast 
naked  and  defenceless,  and  open  to  the  hostile  navies  of 
the  world,  to  bum  our  cities,  and  destroy  the  lives  and 
property  of  our  people,  we  must  support  this  bill.  The 
opposition  to  this  bill,  with  specific  appropriations,  is  s 
singular  commentary  upon  the  course  of  those  Senstors 
who  excused  themselves  for  opposing  the  three  million 
fortification  bill,  because  its  appropriations  were  not  spe- 
cific. We  have  just  escaped  ^said  Mr.  W.)  the  horrors 
of  a  foreign  war,  with  our  coast  and  harbbrs  entirely  de- 
fenceless; and  as  Omniscience  only  can  determine  when 
the  danger  may  recur,  preparation  against  foreign  ag- 
gression is  the  best  means  of  avoiding  it,  and  a  solemn 
duty  which  we  owe  to  the  States  and  people  of  th'a 
Union.  '*  Millions  for  defence,  not  a  cent  for  tribute»' 
is  a  principle,  when  properly  applied,  that  should  never 
cease  to  influence  every  American  statesman,  and  which, 
he  hoped,  would  operate  upon  the  present  occasion. 

Mr.  RIVRS  suid  he  agreed  with  several  of  the  gentle- 
men who  had  spoken  against  this  bill,  and  particularly 
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Willi  Ins  friend  from  Georgin,  [Mr.  Kiwg,]  in  the  princi- 
ples adv&ncecl  by  them  in  rej^ard  to  a  general  system  of 
fortifications;  btit  he  differeil  fr<im  ihem  as  to  the  appli- 
cation of  those  principles  to  the  measure  under  consider- 
ation. He  believed  that  the  idea  of  defending  a  seacoast 
of  more  than  three  thousand  miles  in  extent,  by  fortifi- 
cations,  was  wholly  visionary  and  impracticable;  and  tjiat 
the  attempt  to  do  so  would  involve  the  country  in  end- 
less expense,  and  sa*ldle  the  nation  with  burdens,  in  one 
form  or  another,  which  they  would  never  be  content  to 
bear.  But,  while  this  was  so,  there  were  particular  po- 
sjiions  which,  from  their  peculiar  importance,  as  com- 
mercial towns,  or  as  naval  stations  and  depots,  all  admit- 
ted stood  in  need  of  special  defences,  and  ought  to  be 
fori.fied.  The  question  upon  the  present  occasion,  then, 
IS  not  whether  a  general  system  of  fortifications  along 
our  extended  line  of  aeaco^st  is  judicious  and  proper; 
but  whether  the  particular  points  provided  for  in  this 
m  ouglit  to  be  fortified,  lie  understood  his  friend  from 
Wgia  distinctly  to  admit  that  the  places  proposed  to 
be  furtified  by  the  present  bill,  are  such  as  ought  to  be 
provided  with  adequate  defences;  but  his  objection  to 
tl»e  measure  was  one  of  time— that  these  places  were 
exposed  to  no  immediate  danger,  and  that  we  should 
proceed  with  more  deliberation. 

But  surely,  sir,  (said  Mr.  U..)  a  period  of  peace  is  the 
only  time  in  which  we  can  suitably  prepare  for  the  exi- 
pncies  of  war.     We  ought  not  to  wail  until  war  has  ac- 

uaiiy  burst  upon  us,  before  we  put  ourselves  in  a  pos- 
ture to  meet  it.  We  have  now  an  overflowing  Treasury, 
and  every  day  brings  forth  some  project  for  the  distribu- 

'on  or  absorption  of  our  surplus.  The  dangers,  too. 
wlijch  we  have  recently  escaped,  (for  all  admit  if  war 
"*a  unhappily  been  the  issue  of  our  late  difficulties  with 
» foreign  Power,  we  should  have  found  ourselves  in  a 
very  unprepared  condition  for  rt,  both  as  to  our  land  and 
„  loi  !*^*^  »*^'"""«s*»  "s  impfessively  to  repair,  with 
dence  *^  possible,  the  error  of  our  past  improvi- 

Ifj  tl»en,  the  fortifications  provided  for  by  this  bill 
ought  ever  to  be  made,  no  lime  can  be  more  appropri- 
«e  or  more  convenient  for  the  commencement  of  the 
f.rfV  .  ***^  present.  As  to  the  propriety  of  these 
jortifications,  they  are  justified  even  by  the  principles  of 
lV«  iT*^^*®  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  CaiXTEir- 
„,  f  J  !"*■'  »trongly  opposed  as  he  is  te  a  general  system 
«Mor  ificalions,  be  yet  admitted  that  places  rendered 

nporunt  by  their  commerce,  or  as  stations  or  building 
)aras  tor  our  navy,  ought  to  be  fortified. 

U  n  »*o  *"*•  ^^""'"^  ^^"  ^*"  ^°  ^*^«  t"*  of  these  principles. 
nir.i  J  ''^*™*'"'*^  *'*^  ««**  o*"  one  of  our  most  important 
suffi  •  ^'^^  at  the  North  ?  Is  not  New  York  a  place  of 
oicient  commercial  importance  to  merit  the  care  of 
»e  Government  in  providing  for  the  defence  of  the  im- 
Wn.?f,  ^"^^^"*»»  private  and  public,  collected  there? 
^ouiu  not  the  honorable  gentleman  also,  in  the  liberal 

he  ,7nT  *"'^^  "^^^'^^  *  ^"^^'^  ^»«  «  animated,  compre- 
tD»n  "t*?®*"**  standing  among  the  first  commercial 
lh«  w  Atlantic;  New  Orleartu,  the  emporium  of 

Gulf  r*  M*"^  Pcnsacola,  our  great  naval  station  on  the 
comm^  MfX'co,  within  the  scope  of  that  degree  of 
the  nlli  *"^  "*'^*'  importance  which  entitles  them  to 
(said  u  u^"  ^^  fortifications?  I  mention  these  places 
bill  Tk  ^  ■*  *  specimen  of  those  provided  for  in  the 
p  '.J^^ythers,  if  not  sustained  in  their  claims  by 
vor  in  •*!  '*'"*^  considerations,  have  yet  in  their  fa- 
themfT  r  1°*'^'^*'"^  reasons  which  have  secured  to 
ibU  a  1  •  "■"ct'on  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  that 
«n  all  -1  J**^'*^***"*  report  which  has  been  appealed  to 
on  iili,  g  if.**  ^^  standard  of  a  sound  and  rational  policy 

i*amll  "^"  have  Indulged  in  general  denunciations 
"e*Jnst  a  aynicm  of  forlificalion?.     In  tbe  zeal  of  their 


opposition,  they  have  pictured  our  whole  coast  as 
frowning  with  ramparts  and  blackened  with  cannon. 
They  have  told  us  of  the  mischiefs  and  dangerous  im- 
policy of  extravagant  appropriations  for  such  objects. 
In  all  this  (said  Mr.  R.)  I  heartily  concur.  But  is  this 
bill  such  a  measure?  It  does  not  provide  for  a  general 
system  of  fortifications  upon  our  seaboard.  It  selects  a 
dozen  points  only,  of  peculiar  importance,  or  peculiar 
exposure,  and  proposes  to  furnish  them  with  suitable 
defences.  It  has  not  been  alleged  by  any  gentleman,  in 
the  progress  of  the  debate,  that  the  appropriations  made 
by  the  bill  for  these  fortifications  are  beyond  their  pro- 
bable and  necessary  cost.  What  ground  is  there,  then, 
for  the  imputation  of  extravagance?  Gentlemen  seem 
to  have  forgotten  the  important  changes  which  this  bill 
has  undergone  since  its  presentation  to  the  Senate.  Of 
the  nineteen  fortifications  originally  embraced  in  the 
bill,  seven  have  been  stricken  out.  From  the  aggregate 
of  its  original  appropriations,  more  than  a  million  of 
dollars  have  been  subducted;  leaving  the  measure,  in 
its  present  shape,  conformed  to  those  maxims  of  neces- 
sary and  practical  defence,  and  of  wise  and  economical 
expenditure,  which,  I  trust,  will  ever  be  observed  in 
the  operations  of  this  Government. 

Mr.  R.  declared  his  utter  opposition  to  those  vision- 
ary and  extravagant  schemes  of  fortifications  which  had 
been  concocted  by  the  engineer  bureau.  He  had  great 
respect  for  the  patriotism  as  well  as  the  talent  of  that 
corps;  but  they  had  been  deluded  by  their  professional 
enthusiasm,  and  an  exclusive  devotion  to  a  favorite 
science.  When  tliey  gravely  talked  of  <*  shutting  out 
war,  and  all  its  more  serious  evils,  from  our  territory,*' 
by  a  chain  of  fortresses  of  more  than  three  thousanti 
miles  in  extent,  and  thus  rendering  our  ci»st  impervi- 
ous to  an  enemy,  he  must  look  upon  their  plans  as  the 
oflTspring  of  theoretic  enthusiasm,  however  patriotic, 
rather  than  the  result  of  safe  calculation  and  of  sound  prac- 
tical judgment.  Happily  for  the  country,  the  enthusi- 
asm of  professional  science  had  found  a  check  in  the 
vigorous  common  sense  and  the  cool  and  sagacious  in- 
tellect which  preside  over  the  War  Department.  'JMie 
Secretary,  in  his  admirable  report  of  the  7th  of  April 
last,  had  established  the  landmarks  of  a  sound  and  ra- 
tional policy  on  this  subject.  That  report,  he  trusted, 
would  be  the  chart  by  which  our  legislation  would  be 
governed.  It  was  a  recurrence  to  the  principles  of 
Washington  and  Jefferson;  and  eminently  seasonable  at 
the  present  moment  for  arresting  schemes  of  plausible 
though  unprofitable  expenditure,  which,  by  an  invari- 
able law  or  nature,  spring  up  in  the  hotbed  of  a  redun- 
dant Treasury.  It  was  a  monument  of  the  wisdom  and 
patriotism  of  the  Secretary,  and  entitled  him  to  the 
thanks  of  the  country. 

Mr.  R.  said  his  friend  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Kxiro,]  con- 
scious of  the  weight  of  this  high  authority,  had  sought  to 
bring  it  to  his  aid  by  reading  a  passage  of  the  report, 
in  which  the  Secretary  speaks  of  the  propriety  of 
previous  surveys  to  determine  the  plan  and  the  ex- 
tent of  the  proposed  fortifications,  in  every  case,  before 
the  commencement  of  the  work.  Rut  the  Senate  will 
remark  that  the  survey  is  spoken  of  there  as  a  condition 
precedent  to  the  expenditure,  not  to  the  appropriation, 
of  the  money.  On  the  contrary,  the  Secretary  express- 
ly recommends  that  the  appropriations  be  made  now  for 
all  the  fortifications  embraced  in  this  bill,  as  a  season 
will  be  thereby  saved  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work; 
but  adds  that,  ••before  any  expenditure  be  incurred, 
an  examination  should  be  made"  by  a  board  of  officers, 
in  order  to  adapt  the  plan  of  the  work  to  the  principles 
laid  down  in  his  report.  Now,  sir,  (said  Mr.  R.,)  thia 
is  precisely  what  I  think  ought  to  be  done.  He  attach- 
ed, be  said,  great  importance  to  these  surveys,  and 
to  precise  and  definite  plans  founded  on  them.     They 
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served  h»  checks  on  wasteful  or  injtidiciouiiexpendilurc, 
and  to  fix  responsibility.  He  re'lied  on  the  declaration 
of  the  Secretary,  that  they  would  in  every  case  be  made; 
and  we  had  by  this  very  bill,  in  pursuance  of  the  rec- 
ommendation of  the  Secretary,  appropriated  thirty  thou- 
sand dollars  for  the  expense  of  a  special  board  of  engi- 
neers, to  enable  him  to  have  these  surveys  satisHictorily 
executed*  He  relied,  moreover,  that  the  plans  of  the 
engineers  would,  in  every  case,  be  subjected  to  the 
careful  revision  of  the  Secretary?  that  they  would  be 
brought  to  the  arbitrament  of  a  stern,  practical  common 
sense,  proportioning  the  magnitude  of  the  wot  ks  to  such 
probable  contingencies  of  sudden  attack  or  surprise  as 
tiiey  might  be  exposed  to  in  the  event  of  war,  but  with- 
out any  reference  to  the  extremely  improbable  hypothesis 
of  a  regular  and  protracted  siege,  which  had  already 
caused  several  fortifications  (of  which  there  was  a  stri- 
king example  in  his  own  State)  to  be  projected  on  a 
scale  of  vastly  disproportionate  magnitude  and  expense. 

It  was  with  this  understanding  of  the  measure,  that  he 
would  cheerfully  give  his  vote  for  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration. He  believed  it,  in  its  present  bhape,  entirely 
consistent  with  the  maxims  of  a  wise  economy,  appro- 
priate to  the  abundant  means  now  afforded  by  the  na- 
tional Treasury,  demanded  by  a  provident  and  patriotic 
regard  to  the  public  safety,  and  especially  due,  in  some 
.of  its  provisions,  to  a  portion  of  the  country  (alluding 
to  the  ports  of  Maine  and  New  Hampshire)  which  is  pe- 
culiarly exposed  by  its  position,  and  has  been  heretofore 
destitute  of  protection.  At  the  same  time,  he  hoped  he 
would  not  be  considered  by  any  one  as  relaxing  in  his 
determined  adherence  to  those  principles  of  democratic 
policy  alluded  to  by  his  friend  from  Georgia,  which  in- 
culcate frugality  and  simplicity  in  the  adnunistrttUon  of 
the  Government,  and  a  paramount  reliance  on  the  body 
of  its  citizens  for  the  defence  of  the  country — principles, 
on  the  rational  observance  of  which,  he  firmly  believed, 
with  that  gentleman,  the  success  of  our  institutions  vi- 
tally depended. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  observed  that  no  charge  could  be 
more  unjust  than  that  which  ascribed  to  the  Senate  any 
delay  in  the  fortification  bills.  He  must  say  that,  what- 
ever had  been  recommended  for  the  defences  of  the 
country,  had  received  the  utmost  degree  of  the  at- 
tention of  the  Senate.  With  respect  to  this  bill,  the 
question  was  not  one  of  strict  principle,  but  of  expe- 
diency. Ev^y  man  must  see  that  the  project  of  forti- 
fications might  be  carried  out  to  an  unreasonable  extent; 
but  this  bill  could  not  be  considered  in  that  light.  They 
came  to  its  consideration,  not  as  it  was  when  first  pre- 
sented to  them,  but  as  the  Senate  had  now  made  it;  and 
the  question  waj*,  was  it  liable  to  the  strong  objections 
that  had  been  urged  against  it  by  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky and  the  Senator  from  Georgia.  He  was  inclined 
to  think  that  the  great  objections  expressed  today  had 
been  imbibed  against  it  in  its  general  form.  What  were 
the  provisions  of  the  bill,  as  it  now  stood ^  It  was  said 
that  it  created  no  fortifications  at  points  not  heretofore 
fortified.  This  was  not  a  true  state  of  the  case.  It  pro- 
posed some  new  works  it  was  true;  but  in  more  than 
one  half  of  the  instances,  it  proposed  to  fortify  points  at 
which  fortifications  had  heretofore  existed. 

Before  considering  this  bill  further,  he  wished  to  no- 
tice the  grounds  on  which  the  policy  of  fortifications 
restex].  For  what  purpose  should  fortifications  be  made? 
To  keep  »n  invading  army  out  of  the  country }  Cer- 
tainly not.  He  looked  for  no  other  defences  against  an 
invading  army  than  those  contemplated  by  the  Senators 
from  Georgia  and  Kentucky — the  armed  freemen  of  the 
country,  and  the  navy  of  the  United  States.  He  did 
not  look  upon  fortifications  as  defences  against  an  inva- 
ding army  or  navy.  If  these,  then,  were  not  the  objects  of 
fortifications,  for  what  purpose  should  they  be  construct- 


ed^ I'he  object  was  to  aecure  such  fortified  places 
against  a  sudden  attack,  even  by  a  8m:»ll  force;  for  the 
greatest  army  and  navy  in  the  world  could  not  give  ibe 
assurance  that  a  single  ship  would  not  enter  into  a  liai* 
bor  and  destroy  all  the  properly  there.  He  knew  no 
other  object  for  which  fortifications  should  be  constnict- 
ed.  Take,  for  instance,  Penobscot.  The  object  wai 
to  defend  that  place,  not  againitt  an  invading  army  or 
navy,  but  against  any  sudden  attack  that  might  be  nude 
on  it.  He  was  willing  to  give  $100,000  for  that  object; 
and  would  do  the  same  for  Kennebec,  which  had  a  dense 
population,  and  contained  a  vast  amount  of  property 
liable  to  sudden  destruction  by  a  small  force.  Sb  Hm 
with  respect  to  other  places  provided  for  in  the  bill. 
He  did  not  therefore  think  the  bill  deserved  the  chir- 
acter  given  to  it  by  his  friends  from  Georgia  and  Ken- 
tucky, as  a  bill  intended  to  defend  the  country  against  the 
aggressions  of  an  invading  enemy.  He  viewed  it  as  pro- 
viding defences  for  commercial  places  which  couW  not 
be  defended  by  the  militia,  however  well  orgiinizwl, 
because  of  their  situation  on  the  seaboard,  against  the 
sudden  attacks  of  a  naval  or  miltta|7  force. 

One  word  more  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  who  had 
spoken  with  such  propriety  against  the  increase  of  the 
standing  army  for  the  purpose  of  manning  these  fortifica- 
tions. He  thought  that  it  by  no  means  followed  that 
the  commencement  of  this  system  of  fortifications  drew 
after  it  an  increase  of  the  army  to  man  them;  because  if 
the  fortifications  be  there,  and  their  armaments  there 
also,  they  might  be  defended  by  the  militia.  It  was  birt 
a  question  of  expediency,  after  all,  that  they  then  haJ 
to  consider.  They  had  fortified  New  York,  Boilon, 
Charleston,  and  other  commercial  cities;  and  the  ques- 
tion was,  whether  it  was  not  proper,  in  the  present  fi- 
nancial condition  of  the  country,  to  extend  the  S)*Um 
still  farther.  He  agreed  that  there  was  no  immediate 
necessity  for  making  the  appropriations  at  this  limf; 
but,  as  it  was  to  be  done  some  time  or  other,  the  Mtu> 
tion  of  the  Treasury  well  justified  its  being  done  nov. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  final  passage  vt 
the  bill,  and  it  was  passed  by  the  following  vote: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Cuthbert,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Guldsborough,  Grun- 
dy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama. 
Linn,  Morri?,  Naudain,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Porter,  PrcntisJ, 
Uives,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Shepley,  Tallmadgt, 
Tomlinson,  Walker,  Webster,  Wright— 31. 

Nats— Messrs.  Calhoun,  Crittenden,  Ewing  of  Ohio, 
King  of  Georgia,  Leigh,  Mangum,  Moore,  Prcbton, 
White    9. 

ALABAMA. 

The  amendment  of  the  House  to  the"  joint  rcsckilion 
authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause 
to  be  issued  rations  from  the  public  stores  to  those  JfS* 
titute  sufferers  who  have  been  driven  from  their  hovati 
by  the  hostilities  of  the  Creek  Indians,  was  taken  ifpi 
and  considered. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  moved  that  the  Senate  ton- 
cur  in  the  amendment. 

Mr.  EWlNG,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  adding  the  words,  «*  provided  that  those  homes 
were  not  on  the  unceded  Indian  lands."  Mr.  B*  ^ 
he  had  understood,  from  what  had  been  said  in  the  olhff 
House,  that  there  were  many  of  the  refugees  who  had 
been  intruders  on  Indian  lands,  and  had  been  part)/ 
instrumental  in  creating  the  present  disturbances. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  said  that  there  were  no  5«cli 
class  of  persons  in  that  country.  He  would  not,  how- 
ever, object  to  the  amendment,  believing  that  it  «oiiW 
not  apply  to  any  of  those  to  be  relieved  by  tbe  resom* 
tion.  . 

This  amendment   was  lost  without   a  division;  ^^^ 
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[SiVATE. 


after  some  remarks  from  Mr.  PRESTON  and  Mr. 
KING,  of  GeorfpA,  in  opposition  to  the  resolution,  and 
from  Mr.  RING,  of  Alabama,  and  Mr.  PORTER,  in  its 
Mipport, 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  lay  the  whole  sub' 
ject  on  the  table;  which  motion  was  agreed  to:  Ayes  18, 
uoe&  15. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

FaiDAT,  Mat  27. 
EXPUNGING  RESOLUTION. 

Mr.  BENTON  rose  and  said  that  there  waS  a  Senator 
who  uonld  leave  the  body  to-morrow,  in  consequence 
of  having  bern  called  to  fill  a  high  station  in  one  of  the 
Slates;  and  that  this  Senator  wished  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity, before  his  departure,  of  addressing  the  Senate 
on  a  subject  ia  which  he  took  a  great  interest,  and  re- 
specting which  he  had  been  instructed  by  his  Legisla- 
ture. The  subject  to  which  he  alluded  was  the  ex- 
punging resokjtion,  and  he  asked  the  Senate  to  take  it 
up.  It  would  be  laid  down  again,  Mr.  B.  said,  as  soon 
as  the  Senator  should  finish  his  address. 

The  resolution  was  accordingly  taken  up  for  con- 
Sidenation;  when 

Mr.  HILL  rose  and  addressed  the  Chair,  as  followii: 

Mr.  President,  the  preamble  and  resolution  of  the 
Senator  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  White,]  which  have  been 
introduced  as  a  substitute,  are  of  tliat  hermaphrodite 
cliaracter  that  pleases  neither  side,  and,  being  abandoned 
on  all  hands,  must  fall  to  the  ground.  They  are  only 
important  so  far  as  they  countenance  the  principal  argu- 
ment that  has  been  urged  against  expunging  the  record; 
and  it  is  remarkable  that  the  burden  of  the  song  has 
been,  not  that  the  condemnatory  resolution  was  right, 
but  that  it  was  a  violation  of  the  constitution  to  expunge 
what  was  clearly  wrong  from  the  journal.  "Each  House 
shall  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings,  and  from  time  to 
time  publish  the  same."  Here  is  a  positive  act  to  be 
peiformedj  and,  when  the  act  is  done,  the  injunction  is 
fully  complied  with.  If  it  were  intended  to  apply  to  all 
journals,  as  relating  to  this  or  that  particular  session  of 
tbc  Senate,  the  language  would  have  been  so  definite  as 
»ot  to  be  mistaken.  If  it  had  been  intended  to  keep 
and  preserve  the  original  manuscript  journal,  language 
conTeying  that  idea  would  have  been  used.  The  man- 
date of  the  constitution  has  been  fully  complied  with, 
^hzn  the  journal  has  been  kept  a  sufficient  time  to  "pub- 
lish the  sanie."  Copies  are  then  multiplied;  so  there 
can  be  no  mistake  as  to  what  the  journal  contained;  and 
any  subsequent  vote  of  either  House  to  expunge  any 
particular  part  of  any  single  copy  of  the  journal,  is  no 
more  a  violation  of  the  injunction  to  keep  a  journal,  than 
>l  IS  of  that  part  of  the  constitution  which  atithorizes  the 

ptopic  to  elect  members  of  the  Uouse  of  Representa- 
tives. 

The  Senator  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Lbigh,]  probably  as 
an  offset  to  the  resolutions  recently  passed  by  the  Le- 
pslaiure  of  his  State,  directing  the  Senators  from  that 
atate  to  present  and  vote  for  expunging  the  condemna- 
tory resolution  from  the  journal,  a  few  days  ago  pre- 
^»ted  a  memorial  from  John  Timberlake^nd  others,  of 


|uat  ihey  ofTer  the  following  as  the  only  reason  against 
"ts  constitutionality: 

.  •*  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  to  their  humble  understand- 
J"K«»  '  to  keep,'  as  here  used  by  the  constitution,  means 
•?  Preserve;  and  tliat  the  latter  clause  of  the  constitu- 
MOnal  provision,  as  previously  quoted,  furnishes  a  key 
lo  Ihe  intcrpreution  of  that  which  precedes  it;  since  it 
would  be  obviously  impossible  to  publish  the  journal. 


from  time  to  time,  if  such  journal  had  not  been  kept  and 
preserved." 

Here  is  an  admission  that  the  journal  is  to  be  preserv- 
ed only  for  ttie  purpose  of  being  published.  What  is 
the  inference?  It  can  be  no  other  than  that,  when  thus 
kept,  the  whole  purpose  of  the  constitution  has  been 
complied  with.  I  will  hereafter  make  inquiry  for  what 
other  purpose  the  journal  can  be  kept.  In  relation  to 
the  keeping  of  the  journal  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  thirty 'five  years,  I  have  received  information 
from  the  Clerk,  in  the  following  letters: 

HousK  or  Rkfrkskittatives  U.  S.7 

jUprii  6,  1S36.      5 

Deau  Sir:  In  answer  to  the  Inquiry  contained  in  your 
letter  of  this  morning,  1  have  to  state  that  the  original 
rough  manuscript  journal  of  the  IIouse«of  Represema- 
tives  of  the  United  States,  (those  read  on  the  morning^,) 
have  not  been  preserved  to  a  period  anterior  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  first  session,  eighteenth  Congress, 
(1823-4.) 

For  your  further  information,  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a 
communication  from  Mr.  liurch  on  the  subject. 

With  \cry  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, W.  S.  FRANKLIN, 

Ckrk  Ilowte  of  Reprtsentativa  U.  S, 

Hon.  Isaac  Hill,   United  Slates  Sautte. 

Office,  House  of  REriiKSENTATiTKsU.  S. 

JSpnie,  1836. 

Sin:  I  entered  this  office  a  youth,  under  John  Beckley, 
who  was  the  first  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
under  the  present  constitution  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
who  died  in  the  year  1807. 

During  the  recess  of  Congress,  he  put  me  at  what  was 
termed  •*  recording  the  journal"  of  the  preceding  ses- 
sion, which  was  to  write  it  of!' from  the  printed  copy  into 
a  large  bound  volume.  I  inquired  of  him  why  it  was 
that  it  was  copied,  when  there  were  so  many  printed 
copies?  He  answered  that  the  printed  copies  would 
probably,  in  time,  disappear  from  use,  &c.;  the  large 
manuscript  volume  would  not. 

The  *  *  r-  ugh  journal,"  as  it  was  then  termed,  and  is 
still  termed,  being  the  original  rough  draught  read  in  the 
House  on  tfie  morning  after  the  day  of  which  it  narrates 
the  proceedings,  was  not,  and  had  not,  from  the  begin- 
ning, been  preserved.  I  inquired  the  reason,  and  was 
answered,  th.^t  the  printed  copy  was  the  official  copy, 
as  it  was  printed  under  the  official  order  of  the  House; 
and,  as  errors,  which  were  sometimes  discovered  in  the 
rough  journal,  were  corrected  in  the  proofs  of  the 
printed  copy,  the  printed  copy  was  the  most  correct, 
and  tha%  therefore,  there  was  no  use  in  lumbering 
the  office  with  the  "rough  journal,"  after  it  had  been 
printed. 

Two  of  Mr.  Bccklc)  's  immediate  successors  in  office, 
Mr.  Magrudtr  and  Mr.  Dougherty,  viewed  the  matter 
as  Mr.  Beckley  viewed  it.  I  know  the  fact,  from  hav- 
ing called  their  attention  to  the  subject.  I  often  reflect- 
ed upon  the  subject;  and  it  appeared  to  me  to  be  proper 
that  the  * 'rough  journal"  should  be  preserved,  although 
I  could  not  see  any  purpose  whatever  to  be  answered 
by  doing  so.  I  often  conversed  with  the  clerks  of  the 
ofllice  upon  the  subject;  but,  as  we  were  only  subordi- 
nates, the  practice  was  not  changed  till  the  first  session 
of  the  eighteenth  Congress,  (1823-4,)  when  1  determin- 
ed, without  consulting  my  superior,  that  the  **  rough 
journal"  should  no  longer  be  thrown  away,  but  be  pre- 
served, and  bound  in  volumes;  and  it  has  been  regularly 
preserved  and  bound  since. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  BURCH. 

Col.  Walter  S.  Fraitklist, 

Clenh  Hauit  of  RepreacniaiiveB  C  S. 
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Dy  these  letters  it  appears  that  the  original  manuscript 
journal,  the  journal  which  is  read  on  the  morninjg^  of 
every  day  succeeding^  that  of  the  proceedin£f8,  was  kept 
and  preserved  precisely  long  enough  to  answer  the  pur- 
pose designated  by  the  memorial  from  Virginia.  It  was 
kept  long  enough  to  be  published,  when  the  original 
journal  was  destroyed  or  laid  aside,  and  a  new  manu> 
script  copy  was  taken  from  the  printed  published  jour- 
nal. Here  are  facts  in  relation  to  the  journal  that  can- 
not be  gainsaid;  facts  which  prove  that  even  the  de- 
struction of  the  original  manuscript  journal,  af\er  that 
journal  has  been  printed  and  published,  was  never  dream- 
ed to  be  a  violation  of  that  clause  of  the  constitution 
which  requires  each  House  of  Congress  to  keep  a  jour- 
nal  of  its  proceedings.  For  the  first  thirty-five  years,  in 
construing  the  constitution,  plain  common  sense  had  not 
been  driven  from  our  legislative  halls  by  the  refinement 
cf  sophistry;  the  world  of  argument  had  not  then  been 
turned  upside  down;  ingenuity  had  not  then  contrived 
to  turn  a  plain  duty  of  the  representative  to  o&cy  his 
con&tituents  into  a  violation  of  his  oath  and  his  con- 
science. 

In  the  year  1823,  the  Senate  of  Massachusetts  passed 
a  resolution  to  expunge  another  resolution  from  .their 
journal,  passed  in  1813,  which  the  public  sentiment  had 
condemned.  A  member  (»f  the  Legislature  of  that  State 
for  the  present  year  informed  me  that  he  recently  ex- 
amined the  manuscript  journal,  containing  both  the  ex- 
punged and  expunging  resolutions.  Doth  of  them  were 
psssed  by  an  exact  vote  of  the  two  political  parties. 
The  old  federal  party  had  the  ascendancy  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts Senate  in  1813,  and  the  resolution,  that  it  was 
unbecoming  a  moral  and  religious  people  to  rejoice  in 
the  success  of  our  army  and  navy,  was  passed  by  the 
votes  of  that  party  alone;  and  in  ten  years  afterwards, 
the  first  time  the  democratic  party  had  the  full  ascen- 
dancy, that  party  voted  to  expunge  the  resolution  from 
the  journal.  The  constitution  of  Massachusetts  requires 
the  keepwig  of  a  journal,  and  directs  that  the  ayes  and 
noes  of  eacli  branch  of  the  Legislature  shall  be  entered 
on  that  journal;  but  it  does  not  require  that  this  journal 
shall  be  published.  In  this  it  differs  from  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  journals 
of  Congress;  but  the  distinction  makes  altogether  in  fa- 
vor of  the  doctrine  of  expunging.  In  the  case  of  Massa- 
chusetts, the  resolution  was  expunged,  but  the  manu- 
script journal  (the  only  official  copy  in  existente^  was 
not  touched.  In  our  case,  the  condemnatory  resolution 
may  be  expunged;  and  either  the  manuscript  record  may 
remain  unmolested,  or  it  may  be  ring-marked  and  cross- 
ed, or  it  may  be  entirely  obliterated;  and  in  neither  case 
can  it  be  considered  a  violation  of  the  constitution,  be- 
cause, from  the  time  the  journal  has  been  kept  long 
enough  to  be  published,  every  printed  copy  of  that  jour- 
nal is  an  official  copy;  so  that  no  vote  to  expunge,  nor 
even  any  act  of  defacing  the  manuscript  journal,  can 
militate  with  the  mandate  of  the  constitution,  which  re- 
quires each  House  of  Congress  '*  to  keep  a  journal  of 
its  proceedings,  and  from  time  to  time  publish  the 
same,"  after  the  journal  shall  have  been  kept  a  sufficient 
length  of  time  to  be  published. 

Some  thirteen  years  ago,  1  first  visited  the  city  of 
Washington,  during  the  sitting  of  Congress.  The  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  was  at  the  same  time 
in  session.  A  gcnileman  of  the  bar,  now  of  the  Senate, 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clat,]  was  engaged  before  the 
court  on  one  side  of  a  case;  and  another  gentleman  from 
the  same  State,  (Kentucky,)  \\itn,  and  now,  a  member 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  somewhat  rougher 
aspect,  (Mr.  Hardin,)  argued  the  case  on  the  other  side. 
1  listc  ned  attentively  to  both.  The  rougher  gentleman, 
in  the  course  of  his  argument,  talked  of  the  practice  in 
Kentucky,  and  with  great  nonchalance  informed  the 


^ court  how  he  gained  an  important  land  cause  in  thtt 
State.  He  created,  he  said,  a  false  or  feigned  issue  be- 
fore the  sitting  of  the  court,  and  led  the  ant;«gonist  party 
to  confine  his  attention  excltisively  to  the  taxing  of  tes- 
timony in  relation  to  that  feigned  issue.  Keeping  (lie 
real  point  a  secret  from  the  adverse  party,  be  carried 
his  CMse  at  the  trial  by  surprise.  Marshall  and  Ru^b- 
rfxl  Washington,  then  on  the  bench,  smiled  at  the  fnnk 
expression  of  the  blunt  attorney,  who  told  the  story  iu 
if  he  really  thought  he  deserved  credit  fur  the  trick. 

Inhere  are  many  feigned  issues,  Mr.  President;  but  fev 
who  practise  them  are  as  candid  as  was  this  Kentuck) 
lawyer  before  the  Supreme  Court.  When  (he  k!ca 
was  first  broached,  that  a  resolution  having  no  necesstry 
reference  to  any  existing  I&ws  could  not  be  expunged 
from  the  legislative  journal  of  the  Senate,  becauu:  ibc 
constitution  requires  the  Senate  to  keep  a  journal  of  iu 
proceedings,  1  would  not  have  believed  that  suclw 
feigned  issue  could  be  entertained  so  long  as  reiliy  i  > 
have  assumed  the  appearance  of  settled  seriousiuh>. 
Surely,  in  all  the  expunging  that  heretofore  hastaku 
placei  it  never  before  entered  into  the  heart  of  man  to 
conceive  such  an  objection  as  this. 

It  is  said  the  constitution  requires  a  journal  to  be  kc;-(, 
and  therefore  no  part  of  this  journal  can  be  mutiL((d» 
struck  out,  or  destroyed.  If  it  be  an  imperative  con- 
stitutional injunction  to  preserve,  there  must  be  some 
object  to  be  gained  by  the  preservation.  l1ie  jounul 
can  be  useful  for  no  other  purpose  than  the  preserva- 
tion of  evidence  of  proceedings. 

All  those  parts  of  the  journal  relating  to  laws  Ihal 
have  become  obsolete,  or  to  proceeding*  that  arc  of  no 
consequence,  are  valuable  only  as  objects  of  curiosiJ), 
or  as  matters  of  history:  the  public  interest  coulo  not 
suffer,  if  such  parts  were  utterly  destroyed.  The  jour- 
nal  of  the  Senate  is  kept  and  preserved  for  no  oikr 
purpose  than  to  show  when  and  how  laws  are  pisstHl, 
and  it  is  of  as  much  consequence  to  preserve  the  cngrofcr 
ed  bill  or  resolution  in  that  branch  of  tlie  Legi^Wure 
in  which  such  engrossed  bill  or  resolution  originated,  a* 
It  is  to  preserve  tlie  journal  of  proceeding,  to  sho*  Ihe 
progress  and  history  of  tlie  same  bill  or  resolution.  If 
both  the  engrossed  bill  and  the  journal  were  debtroycd, 
the  enrolled  bill  on  parchment  would  remiin,  wluctt 
would  be  evidence  of  the  existence  of  the  law;  and  even 
if  that  enrolled  bill  were  destroyed,  the  law  would  si  H 
be  in  existence,  if  there  remained  anywhere  pubn>M 
copies,  which  had  been  certified  as  from  the  original. 

The  object  of  possessing  an  official  copy  of  the  jo*ir- 
nal  of  legislative  proceedings,  is  simply  to  preserve 
collateral  evidence  that  existing  laws  passed^  in  due 
course  of  legislation:  other  evidence  than  these  journalSi 
such  as  petitions  on  which  laws  are  predicated,  reports 
of  committees  on  those  petitions  minutes  of  referencfi 
original  draughts  of  bills  or  resolutions  or  amcndmentSj 
may  be  equally  important;  and  yet  it  will  nut  be  urged 
that  the  destruction  or  obstruction  of  these  cif***^^ 
weakens  the  force  of  the  law,  or  violates  the  constitution. 

There  are  various  ways  in  which  the  manuscript  jou^* 
nal  of  the  Senate  may  be  obliterated  or  destroyed.  1'^'^ 
building  may  take  fire;  and  that,  with  the  journal,  niay 
be  accidentally  burnt:  a  thief  may  steal  it,  and  carry  tt 
off,  or  bury  it  in  the  water  or  in  the  earth:  the  minutes 
may  take  fire  during  an  evening  session,  and  thus  pre* 
vent  the  Secretary  from  copying  the  proceedings  *^ 
length.  The  constitution  requires  a  journal  to  be  kep'j 
would  all  these  casualties  or  acts  by  which  the  journal 
shall  be  destroyed,  be  so  many  violations  of  the  cunsitiia* 
tion.^ 

Even  if  the  resolution  now  under  consideration,  viiti* 
out  reciting  it,  went  so  far  as  entirely  to  obliterate* 
former  resolution  that  should  be  deemed  improper  to  oc 
retained  on  the  journal,  1  cannot  concede  that  the  act  ot 
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obliteration  would  be  unconstitutional.  If  that  resolu- 
tion were  an  existing  law,  still  intended  to  be  kept  in 
force,  the  act  of  obliteration  would  not  nullify  the  law: 
applied  to  a  simple  declaratory  resolution  that  was  never 
intended  to  have  the  force  of  a  law,  the  obliteration  can- 
not harm  the  people  for  whose  benefit  all  laws  are  made; 
and  if  it  does  not  harm  them,  it  can  be  no  infringement 
of  the  constitution,  such  as  is  worthy  of  reprobation. 

I  marrel  much  at  the  pertinacity  with  which  this  ques- 
tion is  attempted  to  be  discussed  as  an  infringement  of 
the  constitution.  It  seems  to  me  that,  by  taking  the 
ground  they  do^  the  opponents  of  the  expunging  resolu- 
tion blink  the  real  question:  it  has  all  the  appearance  of 
a  mere  subterfuge.  The  horns  of  this  altar  will  not 
protect  them — the  cry  of  *<  a  violated  constitution,"  as 
it  is  a  virtual  confession  that  the  people  are  right  in  de- 
manding the  obliteration  of  an  infamous  record,  so  it 
furntslies  strong  presumptive  evidence  of  consciousness 
that  the  resolution  to  be  expunged  was  wrong  in  itself. 

My  object  is  not,  Mr.  President,  so  much  to  argue  the 
question  of  power  in  the  Senate  to  expunge,  as  to  show 
that  the  sentence  of  condemnation  passed  on  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  was  not  only  extra-judicial, 
but  unjust;  for  I  conceive  it  to  be  a  most  inglorious 
evasion  that  Senatore  now  say  this  sentence  of  condem- 
nation imputed  to  the  President  no  crime.  If  the  Sena- 
tors from  Louisiana  [Mr.  Portbr]  and  Virginia  [Mr. 
Lugh]  will  look  back  to  the  criminal  charges  of  «high 
crimes  and  misdemeanors"  which  were  almost  daily  made 
in  this  body  two  yean  ago,  they  may  well  conclude  that 
the  people  of  the  United  States  will  repose  little  faith  in 
the  assertion  now,  that  the  resolution  of  April,  1834,  im- 
puted to  the  President  of  the  United  States  no  criminal 
intention.  To  show  that  it  was  the  intention  to  impute 
the  higliest  criminality  to  the  President,  in  the  passage 
of  that  resolution,  the  speeches  of  more  than  one  Sena- 
tor who  voted  for  it  might  be  quoted.  One  single  ex- 
tract from  the  speech  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
[Hr.  Clat,]  after  the  resolution  had  passed,  will  serve 
my  purpose: 

In  SsiTATB,  April  30, 1834.— Mr.  Clat  rose:  "Never," 
sakl  he,  '•  Mr.  President,  have  I  known  or  read  of  an 
admiDistration  which  expires  with  so  much  agony,  and 
so  little  composure  and  resignation,  as  that  which  now, 
unfortunately,  has  the  control  of  public  affairs  in  this 
country.  It  exhibits  a  state  of  mind  feverish,  fretful, 
and  fidgetty;  [a  beautiful  alliteration!]  bounding  ruthless- 
ly from  one  expedient  to  another,  without  any  sober  or 
settled  purpose.         ♦♦••••♦ 

"  But  I  would  ask  in  what  tone,  temper,  and  spirit 
does  the  President  come  to  the  Senate'  As  a  great 
state  culprit,  who  has  been  arraigned  at  the  bar  of  justice, 
or  sentenced  as  guilty.'  Does  he  manifest  any  of  those 
compunctious  visitings  of  conscience  which  a  guilty  viola- 
tor of  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  land  ought  to  feeU 
Does  he  address  himself  to  a  high  court  with  the  res- 
pect, to  say  nothing  of  humility,  which  a  person  accused 
or  convicted  would  naturally  feel?  No,  no.  He  comes 
as  if  the  Senate  were  guilty;  and  as  if  he  were  in  the 
judgment-seat,  and  the  Senate  stood  accused  before 
him.  He  arraigns  the  Senate;  puts  it  upon  trial;  con- 
demns it.  He  comes  as  if  he  felt  himself  elevated  far 
above  the  Senate,  and  beyond  all  reach  of  the  law,  sur- 
roimded  by  unapproachable  impunity.  He  who  pro- 
fesses to  be  an  innocent  and  injured  man,  gravely  accuses 
the  Senate,  and  modestly  asks  it  tb  put  upon  its  own 
record  his  sentence  of  condemnation!  When  before 
did  the  arraigned  or  convicted  party  demand  of  the 
court  which  was  to  try,  or  had  condemned  him,  to  enter 
upon  their  records  a  severe  denunciation  of  their  own 
conduct?  The  President  presents  himself  before  the 
Senate,  not  in  the  g^rb  or  suffering  innocence,  but  in 
imperial  and  royal  costume,  as  a  dictator  to  rebuke  a 


refractory  Senate;  to  command  it  to  record  his  solemn 
protest;  to  chastise  it  for  disobedience." 

Concluding: 

••  The  Senator  [Mr.  GauNDT,  of  Tennessee]  thinks 
that  there  is  no  coverlet  larg^  enough  to  protect  all  the 
various  elements  of  the  opposition.  He  is  mistaken; 
there  is  one  of  sufficiently  capacious  dimensions,  recently 
wove  at  a  Jackson  loom,  called  a  protest,  on  which  is 
marked  a  violation  of  the  constitution,  and  an  assump- 
tion of  enormous  executive  power;  and  the  honorable 
Senator  had  better  hasten  to  place  himself  under  the 
bannera  of  those  who  are  contending  against  power  and 
prerogative  for  free  institutions  and  civil  liberty.  And 
lie  had  better  lose  no  time,  for  the  protest  is  the  last 
stroke  upon  the  last  nail  driven  into  the  coffin  (not  of 
Jackson — may  he  live  a  thousand  years!  but)  of  Jack> 
sonism!" 

Mr.  Hill  here  closed  his  remarks  in  regard  to  the 
expunging  resolution,  and  proceeded  to  a  detailed  ex- 
position of  various  alleged  transactions  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States;  embracing  the  private  accounts  of 
numerous  individuals,  a  history  of  the  management  of 
the  branch  of  the  bank  at  Portsmoutti,  &c.,  which  oc- 
cupied between  two  and  three  hours  in  the  delivery. 
After  he  had  finished. 

The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

PUBLIC  DEPOSITBS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CALHOUN,  the  Senate  then  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bill  to  regulate  the  deposites  of 
the  public  money. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
WaioHT, 

Mr.  WRIGHT  modified  his  amendment  in  that  part 
which  requires  that  seven  millions  shall  be  always  kept 
in  the  Treasury,  by  striking  out  the  word  '*  seven,"  so 
as  to  leave  the  blank  to  be  filled  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  in  offering  his  amendment,  said  he 
rejoiced  that  this  interesting  subject  had  at  last  come  to 
its  discussion  before  the  Senate;  and  he  rejoiced  still 
more  to  see,  as  he  thought  he  did  see,  a  disposition 
upon  all  sides  of  the  House  to  consider  the  bill  with  a 
sincere  desire  to  agree  upon  a  law  which  should  here- 
after regulate  the  deposites  of  the  public  moneys  in  the 
State  banks.  He  would  assure  the  Senate  that  he  en- 
tered upon  the  discussion  with  the  roost  earnest  hope 
and  intention  that  their  deliberations  might  be  brought 
to  a  successful  termination,  and  that  provisions  might  be 
agreed  upon  which  would  not  only  meet  the  assent  of 
a  large  proportion  of  the  Senators,  but  be  satisfactory 
to  the  country,  and  quiet  the  complaints  and  remove 
the  apprehensions  which  how  surround  the  subject. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  ought  furtlicr  to  inform  the  Senate, 
before  he  proceeded  with  the  remarks  he  had  to  make, 
that  no  pride  of  authorahip  could  attach  to  him  in  the 
amendment  he  had  offered.  The  sections  which  re- 
lated to  the  regulation  of  deposites,  were  the  bill  di- 
gested by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  last 
House  of  Representatives,  as  he  had  been  informed, 
and  supposed  to  be  true,  with  the  advice  of  the  head 
of  the  Treasury  Department,  and  was  reported  to  that 
House,  but  not  acted  upon.  He  did  nut  himself  pro- 
fess a  sufficient  acquaintance  with  the  subject  to  be  able 
to  frame  a  safe  and  proper  bill  to  regulate  these  de- 
posites, which  would  accommodate  the  Treasury,  and  at 
the  same  time  be  so  far  consistent  with  tdie  interests  of 
the  banks,  as  to  induce  their  assent  to  its  provisions. 
He  had  not  so  minutely  examined  the  provisions  of 
these  sections  as  to  be  able  to  pronounce  the  opinion 
that  they  were,  in  all  respects,  right  in  themselves,  or 

Itreferable  to  others  which  might  be  suggested.     The 
ast  two  sections  of  the  proposed  amendment  related  to 
a  subject  distinct  from  the  regulation  of  the  deposites 
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aiKl  had  been  added  in  pursuance  oF  recommendations 
made  by  the  Secretary  of  (he  Treasury  in  his  last  an- 
nual report  to  Congress.  They  were  therefore  propo- 
sitions oF  the  Secretary,  for  the  temporary  disposition  of 
any  surplus  which  might  remain  in  the  Treasury;  and 
he  had  offered  them  to  the  Senate  because  they  met 
much  more  perfectly  his  views  than  any  other  proposi- 
tions for  the  disposition  of  that  surplus  which  he  had 
heard  from  any  other  quarter.  He  was  not,  therefore, 
the  author  of  any  portion  of  the  amendment  he  had 
presented;  and  his  action  must  not  be  considered  as  in- 
fluenced by  any  such  relation  to  any  of  the  provisions. 
Tie  would  go  farther,  and  say  that  he  was  uYiconscious 
of  feeling  any  peculiar  attachment  to  any  of  the  propo- 
sitions he  had  presented,  and  would  most  cheerfully 
yield  them,  and  ^ive  his  support  to  any  others  which  he 
could  convince  himself  were  better  suited  to  the  objects 
all  had  in  view. 

Among  those  objects  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  se- 
curity of  the  public  treasure  must  stand  first.  He  was 
not  among  those  who  entertained  the  least  apprehen- 
sion as  to  its  entire  security  in  its  present  condition,  but 
he  was  fully  conscious,  if  further  accumulations  were  to 
take  place,  that  a  change  of  that  condition  would  be- 
come indispensable.  His  confidence  in  the  safety  of  the 
deposite  banks,  at  the  present  time,  was  perfect;  but  he 
could  not  fail  to  see,  that  if  the  amounts  in  deposite 
went  on  increasing,  a  just  apprcliension  might  soon  be 
entertained  that  the  capital  and  means  of  the  banks 
might  not  be  adequate  to  (heir  immense  responsibilities. 
Some  indulged  this  apprehension  now,  and  he  was  desi- 
rous to  adopt  measures  which  should  not  only  arrest  its 
increase,  but  put  an  end  to  it  for  the  future. 

Another  leading  object  in  any  action  upon  this  sub- 
ject (Mr.  W.  said)  must  be  the  convenient  use  of  the 
banks  as  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  Treasury.  And  here  it 
sliould  be  borne  constantly  in  mind,  that  the  Senate 
were  attempting  to  legislate  in  reff  rcnce  to  institutions, 
not  existing  by  the  authority  of  Congress,  not  subject 
to  the  control  or  direction  of  Congress,  and  in  no  way 
to  be  affected  by  the  action  of  Congress,  in  their  char- 
acter of  fiscal  a|;ents,  any  fuptlier  than  their  respective 
voluntary  assents  should  bind  them  to  such  subjection, 
and  thus  connect  their  interests  with  the  legislation  of 
Cong;re8s.  We  were,  in  effect,  (Mr.  W.  said,)  merely 
making  proposals  to  these  institutions  for  a  contract,  in 
any  law  we  might  pass;  and  it  therefore  became  us, 
while  we  performed  scrupulously  and  rigidly  our  office 
and  duty  as  guardians  of  the  public  treasure,  so  far  to 
regard  the  interests  to  be  consulted  upon  the  other  side 
as  not  to  make  our  terms  or  proposals  such  as  must 
meet  the  refusal  of  the  banks,  and  thus  deprive  the 
Treasury  of  their  essential  services.  It  was,  in  his  judg- 
ment, the  wisest  protection  of  the  public  interests  to 
offer  to  the  deposite  banks  such  terms  as  would  make  it 
their  interest  to  discharge  promptly,  honestly,  and  faith- 
fully, their  duties  to  the  Treasury,  and  to  keep  care- 
fully and  safely  the  public  moneys  intrusted  to  them; 
and  he  could  not  consent  to  adopt  any  parsimonious 
policy  which  would  so  tie  down  these  banks  as  to  com- 
pel them  to  make  an  unsafe  and  hacardous  use  of  the 
moneys  in  deposite,  to  indemnify  themselves  against  our 
exactions.  Such  a  course  would  be  to  draw  the  most 
unsafe  banks  only  into  our  service,  and  to  excite  them 
to  a  use  of  the  public  moneys  dangerous  to  the  iustitu- 
tions  and  insecure  to  the  public. 

A  third  object,  which  should  not  be  lost  sight  of  in 
the  legisUtion  under  consideration,  was  a  healthful  con- 
dition of  the  monetary  system  of  the  country.  Mr.  W. 
said  he  could  not,  for  a  moment,  doubt  that  the  large 
accumulation  of  the  public  revenues  in  the  banks  had 
done  much  to  promote  the  spirit  of  excesitive  i^pecula- 
tion  which,  during  the  past  year,  had  seemed  to  pervade 


every  section  of  our  vast  country  and  every  branch  of 
enterprise.  The  ten  or  eleven  millions,  beyond  any  for- 
mer year,  which  had  Bought  inveatment  in  the  pub- 
lic lands,  must,  to  a  j^ry  great  extent,  have  emanated 
from  these  reservoirs  of  surplus  funds.  The  year  »« 
one  of  plenty  and  profusion  in  every  department  of  ir»!e 
and  business;  and  the  capital  of  the  banks,  and  in  tlic 
banks,  not  required  for  the  legitimate  uses  of  commerce, 
must  seek  other  employment.  Hence,  acconimodatioRs 
were  liberal,  and  speculations  ran  wild;  for,  rely  apf>Q 
it,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  those  gentlemen  are  mistaken  «tw 
have  supposed,  and  have  told  us,  that  banks  lock  up 
the  money  intrusted  to  their  keeping*,  and  deprive  tk 
community  of  its  use.  Such  is  not  the  nature  of  these 
institutions.  Sufch  is  not  their  interest;  and  ai  soulless 
existences,  their  interests  are  their  only  governing  prin- 
ciple. The  fault  is  here.  They  will  not  keep  money 
in  an  unproductive  state;  and  when  the  proper  custom- 
ers of  banks,  those  who  require  loans  for  commercial 
purposes,  when  speedy  returns  are  certain,  do  not  ap- 
ply for  their  means,  they  will  loan  them  to  those  vho 
are  engaged  in  speculations;  to  tbose  who,  it  tsknown,  in- 
tend to  apply  the  funds  obtained  to  the  purchase  of  prop- 
erty not  convertible  to  cash  at  pleasure^  but  depcndwi 
upon  casualties  which  render  the  use  hazardous  to  tbe 
stability  of  banking  facilities.  The  commercial  comnu- 
nity  are,  at  this  moment,  experiencing  a  severe  pressorc 
for  money.  Is  not  the  principal  cause  to  be  fotinJ 
here?  Were  the  millions  which  have  been  invested  in 
speculations  upon  real  estate,  derived  from  bank  accom- 
modations, within  the  eighteen  months  last  past,  to  be 
returned  within  the  reach  of  legitimate  commercial  ciUs, 
does  any  one  suppose  the  pressure  at  present  existing 
would  have  been  felt  f  Does  any  one  believe  it  vouU 
continue  for  one  day?  In  so  far  as  the  great  accumuU- 
tion  of  the  moneys  of  the  Government  in  the  depo»tc 
banks  may  have  promoted  this  spirit  of  speculation, 
and  encouraged  these  loans,  it  is  the  imperative  duty  o> 
Congress,  when  legislating  upon  thesubject  of  thepat'- 
lic  deposites,  to  devise  some  mode  of  correcting  the  ex- 
isting evil,  and  of  preventing  its  recurrence  in  future. 
In  our  use  of  the  Stale  institutions  as  the  fiscal  as^nls  of 
the  Treasury,  we  should,  as  far  as  may  be  in  wir  P°*' 
er,  so  regulate  that  use  as  to  promote,  not  to  disturb,  ta? 
great  moneyed  interests  of  the  country,  and  thesucce^i 
and  prosperity  of  commerce,  which  is  our  principal  "«'* 
pendence  for  the  revenues  to  be  deposited. 

With  these  preliminary  remarks  (Mr.  W.  sajJ)  »"• 
would  proceed  to  consider,  very  generally,  the  biH  *".' 
amendment,  and  to  point  out  some  of  the  principal  dir- 
ferences  between  the  two  proposed  measures.  HesliouW 
not,  at  this  time,  enter  into  minute  details,  but  shotJJ- 
confine  his  remarks  to  those  differences  which  he  tlioufui 
highly  essential.  , 

The  first  he  should  notice  was  the  liberty  given  to  tue 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  by  the  amendnnent,  to  select 
additional  deposite  banks.  The  provision,  in  ic>'°^' 
authorized  an  entire  new  selection  under  the  tawt^^ 
ttiose  now  used  had  been  selected  when  there  was  ^ 
law  upon  the  subject;  but  lie  was  most  happy  <<>  l!^ 
able  to  say  to  the  Senate  that  he  was  not  aware,  nor  dtti 
he  believe,  there  was  the  least  intention  or  desire  o" 
the  part  of  the  Secretary,  or  of  any  one  else,  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  this  power,  to  dismiss  a  single  one  of  tht:  ex- 
isting deposite  banks.  He  did  not  know,  or  beii«v^' 
that  any  bank  now  employed  was  considered  an  unsaitf 
depository  of  the  public  money,  or  had  failed  In  *")| 
essential  particular  to  perform  its  duties  promptly*" 
faithfully,  as  a  fiscal  agent  of  the  Treasury.  He  did  d^ 
lieve,  however,  that  if  the  public  moneys  were  to  i^ 
main  in  the  banks,  additional  selections  ought  to  ^ 
made  at  some  of  the  more  important  points.  _  ^  r  r'e< 
more  partioiilarly  acquainted  wiih  the  condition  o»*I^"^b 
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in  (he  city  of  New  York,  he  would  confine  his  remarks 
to  that  point.  Three  banks  of  deposite  had  been  se- 
lected, and  were  now  ennployed  in  that  city.  Two  of 
those  banks  were,  by  their  charters,  restricted  as  to 
their  amount  of  loansf  and  bis  recollection  was,  that  the 
utmost  extent  to  which  they  could  go  was  twice  and  a 
half  the  amount  of  their  capital  stock.  All  the  other 
banks  in  the  city  and  State  of  New  York,  with  very 
few  exceptions,  were  subject  to  the  same  restriction  and 
limitation;  and  Mr.  W.  said  he  did  not  doubt  that  the 
third  deposite  bank,  from  the  large  amount  of  its  capital, 
and  the  known  discretion  and  safety  of  its  directors,  was 
practically  subjected  to  the  same  limitation.  Hence  it 
would  be  apparent  to  all  tliat  an  amount  of  public  de* 
posite  must  frequently  accumulate  in  these  three  banks 
at  that  point,  which,  connected  with  the  capital  and 
means  of  the  banks  themselves,  would  constitute  a  fund 
hr  beyond  the  amount  of  loans  they  were  at  liberty  to 
make.  What,  he  should  be  asked,  is  done  with  this 
surplus?  Is  it  not  locked  up,  without  use  to  the  banks  or 
the  community^  He  was  ready,  as  he  believed,  to  an- 
ss'erthe  inquiries,  and  to  say  thay^  it  is  not  locked  up  and 
kept  from  the  use  of  that  commercial  community.  When 
nich  a  state  t>f  things  is  found  to  exist,  those  deposite 
banks  suffer  balances  to  remain  to  their  credit  in  the  neigh- 
boring banks  of  tite  city,  upon  which  those  banks  extend 
their  loans.  He  could  not  say  that  there  were  permanent 
arrangements  between  the  banks  as  to  these  balances;  but 
Ite  believed  he  could  say,  with  perfect  safety,  that  they 
constantly  existed  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  and  that, 
in  this  indirect  way,  all  the  deposites  at  that  point  were 
made  to  constitute,  as  far  as  these  deposites  could  prop- 
erly be  made  to  constitute,  capital  upon  which  accom- 
intxiaiions  were  extended  to  the  customers  of  the  banks. 

The  system,  however,  (Mr.  W.  said,)  was,  in  his  judg- 
nient,  very  objectionable.  These  balances,  suffered  lo 
remain  in  the  banks  not  selected  as  deposite  banks,  were, 
from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  payable  to  the  deposite 
banks  upon  demand,  at  their  pleasure.  It  gave  them, 
thereforr,  a  command  over  the  neighboring  institutions, 
yfh'tch  should  not  exist,  but  from  an  unavoidable  necessi- 
^J'  If  we  so  arrange  the  disposition  of  the  public  mo- 
ney<i,  that  more  banks  than  those  now  selected  must  be 
cmpfoyed  to  use  them  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
business  community,  there  is  no  reason  why  each  bank 
sl)ou!d  not  be  made  principal  in  its  own  use,  and  be  re- 
sponsible directly  tv  the  Treasury,  and  not  indirectly, 
tlirouj^h  its  neighboring  and  perhaps  rival  institutions, 
•Mr.  w.  said  it  gave  him  great  pleasure  to  say  that  he 
hid  never  heard  of  a  charge  of  unfairness,  or  an  unne- 
cessary exertion  of  the  power  possessed  by  the  deposite 
banks  in  the  city  of  New  York  over  their  debtor  banks{ 
but  there  wis  something  invidious  in  so  limiting  the  num- 
ber of  the  deposite  banks  there,  as  to  create  the  con- 
stant necessity  of  permitting  part  of  the  public  moneys 
on  deposite  to  remain  in  other  banks,  and  be  used  by 
them,  or  to  be  taken  from  use,  and  locked  up  in  the  de- 
posite banks.  It  added  an  unpleasant  responsibility  to 
the  deposite  banks,  because,  by  the  arrangement,  they 
*'ere  compelled  to  be  answerable,  not  only  for  their  own 
"sc  of  the  monevs  intrusted  to  them,  but  for  the  use,  by 
neighboring  and  rival  institutions,  of  portions  of  those 
"loncysj  and  it  placed  the  neighboring  and  rival  institu- 
tjons,  which  would  consent  to  take  and  use  any  part  of 
Ihese  moneys,  in  the  unpleasant  position  of  agents  to 
their  rivals,* and,  so  far,  subject  to  their  power  and  con- 
trol. This  state  of  things,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  believed 
;^"g:ht  not  to  exist;  and  either  that  the  amount  of  depos- 
ites in  the  banks  ought  to  be  reduced  to  a  limit  within 
Iheir  chartered  powers  of  disposition,  or  that  the  num- 
ber of  deposite  banks  ought  to  be  increased  to  an  extent 
\^lnch  would  produce  that  consequence. 

The  bill  introduced  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
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South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Calrouit,]  confined  the  deposites 
to  the  existing  deposite  banks,  and  contained  a  positive 
prohibition  against  the  selection  of  others,  except  at 
points  where  the  public  service  might  require  it,  and 
where  there  was  now  no  such  bank.  Of  consequence* 
the  exception  would  not  afford  a  remedy  in  the  case  he 
had  described {  and  he  did  not  doubt  that  the  situation  of 
New  York  must  be  substantially  that  of  Boston,  Phila- 
delphia, Baltimore,  and  many  other  similar  points,  where 
the  principal  collections  of  the  revenue  were  made. 
For  these  reasons,  he  preferred  the  amendment  he  had 
offered  to  the  original  bill,  so  far  as  this  difference  was 
concerned. 

I'he  next  difference  he  proposed  to  notice,  Mr.  W- 
said,  was  the  omission,  in  the  amendment,  of  any  pro- 
vision for  the  payment  of  interest  upon  deposites.    This 
omission,  so  far  as  his  action  was  concerned,  had  been 
made  upon  the  assumption  that  some  disposition  other 
than  that  of  a  deposite  in  the  banks,  would  be  made  of 
any  surplus  of  the  moneys  so  deposited,  beyond  the  con- 
templated expenses  of  the  Government.     Should  this 
not  be  so,  and  should  the  public  moneys  continue  to  ac^ 
cumulate  in  the  banks,  without  appropriation  and  expen- 
diture, he  was  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  the  banks 
ought  to  allow  a  reasonable  interest  for  their  use.     He 
was,  however,  so  unwilling  to  make  an  investment  of 
this  description,  because  he  held  it  so  directly,  if  not 
compulsorily,  an  inducement  to  the  banks  to  make  a 
hazardous,  if  not  improvident,  use  of  the  money  in  de- 
posite with  them,  that  he  would  not,  in  this  stage  of  the 
proceeding,  discuss  the  principle  involved,  or  express 
an  opinion  as  to  any  rate  of  interest  which  he  might 
think  it  proper  to  exact.   He  yet  entertained  the  strong- 
est hope  that  the  adoption,  by  the  Senate,  of  the  propo- 
sition he  had  made  for  the  investment  of  any  surplus 
which  might  be  found  to  exist,  would  entirely  supersede 
the  necessity  of  action  upon  tliis  proposition;  and  he 
took  it  for  granted,  if  his,  or  any  other  of  the  several 
propositions  for  taking  the  surplus  from  the  banks,  and 
placing  it  beyond  their  reach,  should  prevail,  all  would 
concede  that  the  use  of  the  moneys  which  would  remain 
in  deposite  would  be  no  more  than  an  equivalent  for  the 
services  required  of  the  deposite  banks,  in  then*  charac- 
ters as  fiscal  agents  of  the  Treasury.    If  none  of  those 
propositions  should  meet  the  approval  of  the  Senate* 
then  be  might  be  compelled  to  consider,  practically, 
some  mode  of  requiring  the  banks  to  pay  an  interest 
upon  the  deposites,  and  the  rates  of  interest  which 
should  be  charged.     He  would  not,  however,  at  present, 
anticipate  the  difficulties  which  would  be  found  to  arise 
from  any  provision  of  this  sort.   A  further  consideration 
connected  with  this  part  of  the  subject,  Mr.  W.  said,  it 
became  his  particular  duty  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
Senate.     He  could  not  speak  as  to  other  States  than  the 
one  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent  here;  but  the 
banks  of  his  State,  as  he  bad  before  remarked,  were 
limited  in  the  amounts  they  were  permitted  to  loan;  and 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  it  happened,  as  he  was  informed 
and  believed,  and  would  hereafter  often  happen,  that 
the  amount  of  public  deposites  in  the  deposite  banks 
there,  would  be  greater,  when  added  to  the  capital  and 
means  of  those  banks,  than  they  could  use  by  way  of 
loans.  Under  the  present  arrangement,  he  had  described 
the  mode  in  which  the  surplus  of  such  deposites  was 
made  useful  and  available  to  the  mercantile  community. 
The  system  pursued,  on  the  part  of  the  deposite  banks, 
of  letting  balances  stand  to  their  credit  in  the  neighbor- 
ing institutions,   upon  which  they  could  make  loans, 
reached  this  great  and  useful  object;  and  the  fact  that 
these  balances  were  permitted  to  remain  without  inter- 
est, enabled  the  banks  thus  accommodated  to  extend  to 
their  customers  nearly  the  same  liberality  which  could 
be  extended  by  the  deposite  banks,  were  they  permitted 
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to  discount  upon  the  aume  funds.  But  if  interest  wu 
to  be  demanded  of  the  deposite  banks,  it  was  certain 
that  they  could  not  afford  to  suffer  these  balances  to  re- 
main with  rival  institutions,  without  interest.  They  could 
not  afford  to  pay  interest  upon  funds,  and  give  the  gra- 
tuitous use  of  them  to  their  neighbors. 

Interest,  Mr.  W.  said,  was  the  governing  principle  of 
.a  bank,  and  no  bank  would  consent  to  pay  interest  and 
not  receive  interest;  much  less  to  pay  interest  for  the 
benefit  of  a  rival  bank.  The  deposite  banks,  therefore, 
will  not  pay  interest  to  the  Government  upon  the  public 
deposites,  and  suffer  portions  of  the  moneys  in  deposite 
with  them  to  remain,  in  the  shape  of  balances,  in  neigh- 
boring institutions,  without  interest.  Can  they,  then, 
>lr.  President,  (said  Mr.  Yf^,)  permit  them  to  remain 
upon  the  payment  of  interest?  No,  sir:  I  think  they 
cannot.  Ualances  suffered  to  remain,  under  a  stipula- 
tion to  pay  interest,  would  be  loans  in  effect,  and  loans 
within  the  meaning  and  intent  of  the  charters  of  the 
banks  which  should  enter  into  such  a  stipulation  by  way 
of  addition  to  the  direct  loans  they  are  permitted  to 
make.  These  deposite  banks  will  be  sure  to  use  direct- 
ly so  much  of  the  moneys  intrusted  to  their  care  as  they 
are  permitted  by  their  charters  to  use;  and  should  more 
be  deposited,  it  is  impossible  they  could  pay  an  interest 
upon  it,  and  not  use  it;  it  is  certain  they  would  not  pay 
an  interest  upon  it,  and  permit  others  to  use  it  without 
interest;  it  is  shown  that  they  could  not  lend  it  to  others 
upon  interest,  to  be  used  as  the  basis  for  loans;  and 
therefore  they  could  not  consent  to  receive  in  deposite  a 
greater  sum  than  they  could  use  under  the  powers 
granted  in  their  own  charters. 

Here,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  thought  he  had  a  conclusive 
argument  to  prove,  either  that  an  interest  upon  the  de- 
posites ought  not  to  be  charged,  or  that  the  number  of 
deposite  banks  in  the  city  of  New  York  ought  to  be  so 
increased,  that  each  bank  could  use,  by  way  of  loans, 
all  the  money  it  should  be  required  to  take  upon  de- 
posite. tie  did  not  oppose  the  plan  of  charging  tlie 
banks  with  an  interest  upon  the  deposites,  in  case 
amounts  of  money,  beyond  the  current  demands  upon 
the  Treasury,  were  to  remaiu  with  them;  but  if  this 
policy  was  to  become  the  law  of  the  land,  he  desired 
that  it  might  be  practically  applied,  so  that  tlie  institu- 
tions and  the  Treasury  might  be  able  to  act  together,  in 
adopting  it.  This,  he  was  sure,  could  not  be  done^ 
without  the  selection  of  additional  deposite  banks  at  some 
of  the  important  points.  He  bad  stated  the  operation  at 
New  York,  and  be  did  not  doubt  that  the  same  conse- 
quences, to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  would  be  operative 
at  several  of  the  other  important  points,  where  the  col- 
lections of  the  public  revenue  were  large.  He  must 
here  again  remind  the  Senate,  that  we  were  legislating 
in  reference  to  institutions  not  subject  to  our  legislation, 
and  which  were  to  be  made  subject  to  it  by  their  own 
voluntary  consent;  by  a  free,  and  full,  and  fair  contract, 
or  not  at  all.  It  therefore  became  us  to  offer  to  them 
terms  which  they  could  accept,  and  not  so  to  economize 
our  own  interests  as  to  deprive  us  of  the  aids,  important, 
if  not  indispensable,  of  those  fiscal  agents  of  our  Trea- 
sury. For  these  reasons  be  preferred  the  amendment 
to  the  original  bill,  because  it  gave  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  the  power  to  select  additional  deposite 
banks— an  exercise  of  which  power  would  be  indispensa- 
ble, in  case  the  principle  of  charging  interest  upon  the 
deposites  should  be  made  a  feature  of  the  deposite  bill. 

The  only  other  principal  difference  between  the  bill 
and  amendment,  Mr.  W.  said,  which  he  proposed  to 
notice,  was,  the  different  propositions  for  the  temporary 
disposition  of  any  surplus  of  revenue  which  might,  from 
time  to  time,  be  found  in  the  Treasury.  The  bill  offer- 
ed by  the  honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Calhovit,]  proposed  to  deposite  it  with  the  States,  with- 


out interest,  upon  a  mere  statute  pledge  of  repsyment 
of  the  principal  when  Congress  should  call  for  it.  The 
amendment  offered  by  himself  proposed  nrnply  to  invest 
it  in  the  stocks  and  securities  issued  by  some  one  of  (be 
States  of  this  Union,  bearing  a  fair  interest,  trantfenble 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  holder,  and  to  authorize  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  or  the  commissioners  of  the 
sinking  fund,  at  any  time,  when  the  wants  of  the  n»(iotu} 
Treasury  should  require  it,  to  sell  th<r  stock  so  purcbA^d 
at  its  market  value. 

Mr.  W.  said  it  would  be  the  purpote  of  his  remainiRg 
remarks  to  examine  these  different  propositions,  and 
assign  the  reasons  for  bis  preference  for  the  one  be  had 
submitted. 

The  proposition  he  bad  offered,  equally  with  that  of 
the  honorable  Senator,  [Mr.  Calrouh,]  rested  upon  the 
responsibility  of  the  States;  and  the  investments  were, 
by  the  terms  of  it,  to  be  confined  to  the  stocks,  or  otbir 
securities,  issued  by  a  State,  and  carrying  upon  its  fiice 
a  pledge  of  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  SUte  for  the 
punctual  payments  of  interest  and  the  final  redemption 
of  the  pnncipal.  It  possessed  an  important  advantage 
over  the  proposition  of  the  Senator,  in  commandingi  fo: 
the  money  paid,  an  actual  and  transferable  security-a 
security  which  might  be  converted  into  money  at  pleas- 
ure, without  any  agency  or  interference  on  \hc  part  of 
the  State.  It  also  secured  a  lair  interest  for  the  ute  of 
the  n^ney,  while  it  should  remain  invested;  and  in  this 
respect  seemed  to  him  to  be  decidedly  preferable  to  the 
proposition  of  the  Senator. 

The  Senator  proposed  to  loan  the  money  to  the  Stato 
without  interest,  until  wanted  for  the  uses  of  the  public 
Treasury,  and  actually  called  for  upon  a  given  notice, 
(and  tliat,  too,  without  any  security  possessed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, which  it  could  use,  }independently  of  the  action 
of  the  States.  His  only  security  was  a  legislative  pledge, 
which  was  worth  nothing  until  made  so  by  the  further 
positive  action  of  the  State  Legislatures.  It  might,  of 
it  might  not,  be  convenient  for  them  to  respond  to  the 
call  of  Congress  for  this  money;  and  all  would  admit  that 
theu"  pleasure  must  determine  the  question  whether  or 
not  the  money  should  be  repaid,  as  none  would  contend 
that  any  power  existed  in  Congress,  or  in  any  depart- 
ment of  this  Government,  to  coerce  the  fulfilment  of  this 
legislative  promise  to  pay. 

But  by  whom,  Mr.  W.  said  he  would  ask,  was  lhi« 
call  to  be  made  upon  the  ^ates?  By  Congress:  in  other 
words,  by  the  representatives  of  the  States  here,  and  by 
the  represenUtives  of  the  people  of  the  States  in  the 
other  branch  of  Congress.  Hie  States  were  to  be  in»iie 
the  debtors,  and  their  will,  expressed  by  their  represent- 
atives in  Congress,  was  to  determine  whether  their  re- 
spective debts  should  be  paid,  and  when  and  how  that 
payment  should  be  made.  I'his  was  the  financial  puhcy 
of  the  proposition  of  the  honorable  Senator,  This  wa» 
the  security  to  the  national  Treasury  to  be  olfcred  for 
the  almost  countless  millions  which  the  imagination  ot 
the  Senator  had  accumulated  there,  to  be  transferred  to 
the  several  State  treasuries. 

Mr.  W.  said,  he  here  met  an  objection,  which  he  rou^i 
examine  in  a  manner  he  hoped  would  be  satisfactory  to 
all  who  would  honor  him  with  their  attention.  He  *l^'", 
ded  to  the  objection  that  the  mode  of  investment  he  had 
proposed  would  introduce  into  the  financial  operati<)<J^ 
of  the  country  an  extensive  system  of  ••  stock-jobbingi^ 
would  make  the  Government  iUelf  a  «« stockjobberi 
and  would  confound  its  fiscal  agents  with  "the  bulls'"'^ 
beara  of  the  stock  market."  , 

The  objection,  Mr.  \V.  said,  was  most  seriously  urged, 
and,  therefore,  deserved  ^  careful  exaroinaiion.    "^ 
hoped  to  be  able  to  give  that  examination  in  a  manne 
so  simple,  clear,  and  intelligible,  that  friends  and  opp 
nenls  of  the  propositions  would  be  entirely  saliificd  tua 
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its  rejection  must  rest  upon  stronger  gfround  than  could 
be  found  in  this  cabalistic  scarecrow.  *  In  what  securities 
did  he  propose  to  make  the  investments?  In  securities 
resting  upon  the  faith  and  credit  of  some  one  of  the 
States  of  this  Union.  Were  securities  of  that  character 
vtie  subject  of  stock  gambling  ?  Would  any  Senator  rise 
in  his  place  and  say  that  the  stocks  or  other  securities 
issued  bv  his  State,  and  dependent  upon  its  faith  for  their 
final  redemption,  were  food  for  *'  the  bulls  and  bears  of 
the  stock  market?"  Would  any  one  contend  that  secu- 
rities  of  this  character  were  to  be  classed  with  the  gam- 
bting  stocks  of  the  day?  Would  it  be  urged  that  the 
rise  and  depression  of  these  stocks  in  the  market  for  the 
last  ten  years  had  furnished  the  least  indication  that  they 
were  affected  by  the  movements  of  those  who  had  been 
termed  **  the  bulls  and  bears  of  the  stock  market?"  He 
was  sure  he  might  give  a  negative  to  all  these  inquiries 
wjihout  contradiction  here;  and  if  so,  he  must  be  per- 
mitted to  say  he  considered  the  "stock-jobbing"  objec* 
tion  most  conclusively  answered. 

He  would  ask,  however,  what  were  gambling  stocks 
in  practice  ^  Were  they  securities,  like  the  State  stocks, 
de6ned  and  certain  in  every  element  which  could  consti- 
tute value?  Were  they  certificates,  or  bonds,  for  a  given 
amount  of  principal,  payable  at  a  given  day  and  at  a 
specified  place;  with  a  given  rate  of  interest  for  the  for- 
bearance of  payment,  also  payable  quarterly,  half-yearly, 
or  yearly,  at  a  given  place  named  upon  the  face  of  the 
security?  Could  stocks  or  securities  of  this  character 
become  ttie  subject  of  gambling  in  the  stock  market,' 
for  any  other  cause  4han  a  doubt  as  to  the  payments  of 
interest  and  principal?  And  was  any  one  prepared  to 
»y  that  the  faith  of  any  State  of  the  Union,  thus  pledged, 
was  matter  of  doubt  or  uncertainty  in  the  remotest  de- 
gree? He  thought  not.  Where,  then,  was  the  room  for 
apprehension  as  to  stock-jobbing?  The  amount  of  princi- 
pal secured  by  the  stock  was  liauidated  and  certain;  the 
»^y  of  payment  was  particularly  specified;  the  rate  of 
interest  was  fixed,  and  the  place  for  the  payments  of  in- 
terest and  principal  was  defined.  Where,  he  would 
again  ask,  was  there  room  for  gambling?  for  stock-job- 
bing? for  the  interference  of  the  ••  bulls  and  bears*'  in 
investments  of  this  character?  There  was  none;  and  the 
biMory  of  these  stocks  and  securities  in  the  market  would 
snow  that  they  were  entirely  exempt  from  influences  of 
'be  disruption  indicated  by  the  objection. 

Tliese  stocks  would  experience  fluctuations  in  the 
market,  but  they  were  not  the  fluctuations  produced  by 
s'ock  gambling.  When  money  was  plenty,  and  the  le- 
gitimate calls  of  business  did  not  require  all  the  means 
at  the  command  of  capitalists  and  money-dealers,  invest- 
ments would  be  sought  in  these  safe  stocks,  and  they 
would  rise  in  value.  When,  on  the  contrary,  money 
was  scarce,  and  capital  could  be  safely  invested  at  a  much 
more  advantageous  rate  than  the  usually  low  interest  paid 
«pon  these  stocky  the  stocks  would  seek  a  market  for 
a  change  of  investment,  and  the  consequence  would 
usually  be  a  depression  of  price.  These,  and  these 
alone,  were  the  causes  of  fluctuation  in  the  price  of  the 

^^u *^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  could  suppose  that  these  causes 

would  produce  fluctuations  so  great  as  to  deserve  the 

appellation    of   *•  stock-jobbing,"    **stock-Kambling,** 

'an  association  with  the  bulls  and  bears  of  the  stock 

market?" 

What,  Mr.  W.  said  he  would  again  ask,  were  gam- 
t>iing  stocks?  They  were  stocks  dependent  upon  future 
and  uncertain  results.  They  were  stocks  as  to  the  value 
^»  which  the  judgment  and  the  imagination  were  the 
g'lides  of  the  purchaser.  A  bank  is  chartered,  a  railroad 
company  la  incorporated,  or  a  canal  is  authorized  to  be 
constructed;  a  stock  is  created,  and  becomes  the  subject 
or  purchase  and  sale  in  the  market;  but  there  is  no  bank, 
no  railroad,  no  canal,  in  actual  operaUon.    The  value  of 


the  stock  is  matter  of  calculation.  Conjecture,  imagination. 
There  are  no  dividends,  and  therefore  the  rate  of  divi- 
dend is  unknown;  and  estimate,  calculation,  judgment, 
or  imagination,  excitement,  enthusiasm,  as  the  case  may 
be,  direct  the  standard  of  value  of  the  stocks,  and  govern 
the  sales.  These  are  the  stocks  which  give  rise  to  stock- 
jobbing; these  are  the  gambling  stocks;  these  are  the 
stocks  upon  which  **  the  bull."  and  bears  of  the  stock 
market"  act;  these  are  what  have  been  denominated 
<*  the  fancy  stocks"  of  Wall  and  Chestnut  streets,  and 
the  other  great  stock  markets  of  the  country.  AVould 
any  Senator,  or  any  citizen  of  intelligence  and  observa- 
tion, attempt  to  class  these  stocks  with  the  certain  and 
specified  securities  issued  by  the  independent  States  of 
this  Union,  and  guarantied  by  their  faith  and  credit?  H^ 
was  certain  he  might  answer,  no;  and  that  answer  must 
put  at  rest  forever  this  frightful  "stock-jobbing"  objec- 
tion. 

Another  advantage,  Mr.  W.  said,  to  be  derived  from 
the  propositions  he  had  submitted,  and  which  ought  to 
commend  them  to  the  favor  of  some  portion  of  the  Sen- 
ate, was,  that  they  were  antagonist  to  no  measure  of  ap- 
propriation or  distribution  which  had  been,  or  which 
could  be,  presented  to  Congress.  If  adopted,  they  would 
merely  act  upon  any  surplus  moneys  which  might,  from 
time  to  time,  be  in  deposite;  they  would,  at  all  times, 
regulate  the  amount  of  money  in  the  banks,  and  prevent 
the  mischief's  experienced  and  apprehended  from  an 
over  accumulation  of  funds  there;  they  would  remedy 
the  evil  which  constituted  the  principal  subject  of  pres- 
ent complaint,  and  would,  at  the  same  time,  preserve 
the  funds  within  the  entire  control  of  the  I'rcasury,  in  a 
shape  to  be  converted  into  money  whenever  appropria- 
tions made  by  Congress  should  re«iuire  their  use. 

It  was  objected  that  there  would  be  a  want  of  these 
stocks  to  absorb  the  millions  which  the  condition  of  the 
Treasury  would  present  for  investment  under  the  terms 
of  the  propositions.  His  answer  to  this  objection  was 
double.  In  the  first  place,  he  could  assure  tlie  gentle* 
man  who  urged  it,  and  the  country,  that  the  vivid  and 
fruitful  anticipations  of  the  financiers  who  had  predicted 
upon  the  amounts  of  surplus  revenue,  would  be  sadly 
and  greatly  disappointed.  If  Congress  performed  its 
duty,  during  its  present  session,  and  made  such  provision 
for  the  immediate  and  permanent  defences  of  the  coun- 
try as  its  condition  and  wants  imperiously  demanded, 
the  amount  of  our  surplus  money  would  not  be  such  as 
to  alarm  the  statesman  and  patriot,  or  to  compel  the  fis- 
cal officers  of  the  Government  to  go  abroad  for  stocks 
in  which  they  could  invest  it.  There  might  be  a  small 
surplus;  but  he  thought  it  would  mostly  consist  of  unex- 
pended balances  of  outstanding  appropriations.  Exist- 
ing in  this  shape,  it  might  be  found  wise  to  make  tem- 
porary investments  in  the- manner  proposed,  but  not  in 
amounts  which  would  exceed  the  amounts  of  State  stocks 
in  the  market.  In  the  second  place,  the  present  amount 
of  those  securities,  existing  in  the  shape  of  stocks  or 
bonds,  must  be  some  fif\y  or  sixty  millions  of  dollars;  and 
it  was  a  fact,  known  to  all  who  had  paid  the  least  atten- 
tion to  the  legislation  of  the  States  for  the  past  year,  that 
a  very  large  proportion  of  them  were  authorizing  further 
loans,  and  the  issue  of  new  stocks  or  securities,  to  en- 
able them  to  prosecute  additional  works  of  internal  im- 
provement. He  did  not  propose  to  be  specific  in  any 
statement  upon  this  point,  but  he  would  refer  to  the' 
State  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent,  to  Penn- 
sylvania, Ohio,  Maryland,  Louisiana,  and  many  others, 
as  having  outstanding  securities  in  considerable  amounts; 
and  the  same  States,  with  perhaps  the  exception  of  Ohio, 
together  with  Indiana,  Illinois,  Tennessee,  Mississippi, 
and  he  believed  several  other  States,  had,  at  the  last  ses- 
sions of  their  respective  Legislatures,  authorized  heavy 
additions  to  their  State  debts.     How,  then,  could  gen- 
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ticmen  entertain  apprehensions  that  there  would  be  a 
want  of  Slate  stocks  in  which  to  make  these  invest- 
ments? Bven  should  the  amounts  to  be  invested  far  ex- 
ceed their  most  flatterinf^  calculations,  the  amount  of 
these  stocks  would  much  more  than  equal  the  sum  total 
of  surpUiR;  and  he  hoped  to  quiet  their  apprehensions 
for  the  future  by  the  confident  assurance,  which  the  his- 
tory of  the  times  would  fqlly  warrant,  that,  unless  a  radical 
change  in  the  policy  of  the  States  should  be  produced, 
the  increase  of  State  loan*,  and  consequently  df  State 
stocks  and  other  State  securities,  would  far  outstrip  the 
accumulations  of  surplus  revenue  in  the  national  Treas- 
ury. 

But  another  formidable  objection  had  presented  itself 
to  the  minds  of  some,  in  the  supposition  that  any  at- 
tempt on  the  part  of  this  Government  to  invest  the  sur- 
plus moneys  of  the  Treasury  in  these  stocks,  would  at 
once  raise  the  price  of  stocks  in  the  market  to  an  extent 
so  extravagant  as  to  make  the  investments  matter  of  im- 
portant loss.  He  would  beg  gentlemen,  who  urged  this 
objection,  to  remember  against  what  description  of  in- 
vestments they  were  using  the  argument.  I'ake  an  ex- 
ample: You  propose  to  purchase  a  five  per  cent,  stock 
of  one  of  the  States,  upon  which  the  interest  is  payable 
quart er-yearly»  and  the  principal  redeemable  at  the  ex- 
piration of  tventy  years.  The  only  consideration  which 
can  make  such  a  ttock  par  in  this  country,  where  money 
is  almost  always  worth  more  than  five  per  cent,  for  ordi- 
nary uses,  is  that  of -perfect  security,  and  perfect  punc- 
tuality in  the  payments  of  interest  and  principal.  If 
you  pay  a  premium  upon  such  a  stock,  and  retain  it  until 
the  principal  become  due,  the  premium  paid  is  so  much 
deducted  in  advance  from  the  accruing  interests;  while, 
jf  the  stock  be  not  retained  for  the  whole,  but  a  portion 
only,  of  the  lime  it  has  to  run,  its  market  value  is  dimin- 
ishing in  precise  proportion  to  the  lapse  of  time;  and,  of 
course,  the  praspect  of  recovering  the  premium  paid,  by 
A  resale,  diminishes  constantly.  All  these  are  matters 
of  precise  and  perfect  calculation;  and  if  every  doubt 
as  to  the  prompt  and  punctual  payments  of  interest  and 
principal  be  removed,  as  in  reference  to  State  stocks 
and  securities  they  might  be  supposed  to  be,  they  were 
all  the  elements,  Mr,  W.  said,  which  entered  into  the 
value  of  the  given  stock.  How  much  premium,  then, 
he  would  ask,  could  be  paid?  Five  per  cent,  premium 
would  be  the  whole  interest  for  one  year,  or  the  twen- 
tieth part  of  all  the  interest  to  be  paid  upon  the  stock; 
and  this  ratio  would  exhibit  the  effect  upon  the  interest 
of  the  purchase  at  any  rate  of  premium.     How  was  it 

Sossible,  then,  that  these  stocks  could  experience  great 
uctuattons  beyond  those  occasioned  by  the  different 
value  of  money  at  different  periods?  They  could  not; 
and  their  history  in  the  market,  as  he  had  previously 
had  occasion  to  notice,  liad  proved  that  they  had  not 
fluctuated  materially  after  public  confidence  had  become 
established  in  their  entire  security  as  investments.  In- 
deed,  he  could  go  further,  and  say  that  the  State  stocks 
had  experienced  no  extensive  fluctuations  at  an v  period; 
btit,  on  the  contrary,  their  usual  history  had  been  a 
gradual  rise,  within  certain  limits,  regulated  by  the  value 
of  money  and  the  desire  for  permanent  inveMments,  in 
proportion  as  the  stocks  became  known  and  their  per- 
fect safety  ascertained. 

Some  j;entlemen,  Mr.  W.  said,  seemed  to  suppose 
that  the  fact  that  the  Government  was  to  become  a  pur- 
chaser  would,  of  necessity,  affect  the  price  of  these  stocks 
in  the  market.  This  he  did  not  believe.  He  had  had  some 
experience  in  transactions  of  Ihissort,  while  in  charge  of 
an  important  fiscal  office  in  his  own  Stale,  and  acting  for 
the  SUte;  and  that  experience  hnd  taught  him  to  believe 
that  a  public  officer,  acting  with  discretion,  could  pur- 
chase stocks  of  this  character  upon  as  favorable  terms 
'8  any  other  individual.    Jf  the  officer  were  to  give  pub- 


lic notice,  in  advance,  that,  upon  a  given  day,  be  wouU 
present  himself  in  the  market  and  purdiase  a  gWrn 
amount  of  specified  stock»  he  would,  most  undoobted)r» 
have  the  price  of  that  stock  raised  upon  htm,  and  wouU 
either  defeat  his  intended  purchase  altogether,  or  com- 
pel himself  to  pay  an  exorbitant  price.  So  with  tbe 
commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund,  under  the  provision 
of  this  act;  but  did  any  one  suppose  those  officers  wout^l 
take  that  course  in  making  the  investments  they  src  requi- 
red to  make  ?  No,  Mr,  President;  no  officcn  or  agents  «J 
intelligence  and  integrity  will  thus  discharge  such  a  trusi. 
They  will  first  ascertain,  at  the  times  specified,  ())£ 
amount  of  money  to  be  invested,  and  will  then  i;ive 
their  instructions  to  trustworthy  and  confidential  tgenis 
stock-brokers  or  others,  at  the  points  where  the  de- 
sired stocks  are  to  be  fouml,  to  make  the  necessary  pur- 
chases for  them.  Their  agents  go  into  llie  market  i% 
other  private  individuals  go  there?  not  proclaiming 
themselves  as  the  representativea  of  the  United  State«, 
but  as  purchasers  of  State  stocks  for  investment,  and 
proffering  the  money,  at  the  market  value,  to  thoie  who 
wish  to  sell.  Their  purchases,  like  all  others,  wUl  be 
regulated  by  tbe  relative  value  of  money,  and  of  the 
stocks  purclwsed;  and,  lo  for  from  the  price  being  a<- 
fected  by  the  cireumsUnce  that  the  Government  U  in  ha 
the  purchaser,  the  seller  may  never  know  that  fact.  He 
makes  his  transfer  to  the  nominal  purchaser,  and  thai 
purchaser  lo  the  United  States?  and  it  is  only  by  fol- 
lowing the  transfers  upon  the  hooka  kept  in  the  trsnstier 
office,  that  it  will  become  known  that  the  Government 
has  purchased  the  stocks.  This  fact  rosy  not  be  mau* 
known  until  the  investments  are  completed,  and  tbe 
purchases  for  the  Government  have  closed.  So  with 
the  sales,  when  the  Government  may  find  it  necessary 
to  sell;  and  no  apprehension,  therefore,  can  be  jusOy 
entertained  by  reason  of  tlie  connexion  of  the  public 
Treasury  with  these  operations. 

Mr.  W.  said  it  was  undoubtedly  true,  in  case  HrK« 
amounts  were  to  be  invested  at  one  time,  that  anap* 
preciation  of  the  stocks  might  be  the  consequence,  it 
was  a  law  of  trade,  of  universal  application,  that  an  un- 
usual demand  for  any  article  in  the  market  had  a  ten- 
dency to  raise  the  price  of  that  article  in  a  ratio  gov- 
erned by  the  demand  and  supply;  and,  in  reference  to 
the  investmento  provided  for,  this  rule  would  operate 
in  the  same  manner  that  it  would  upon  mercantile,  or 
any  other  transactions  of  trade.  As,  however,  he  hw 
shown  (he  hoped  satisfactorily  to  the  Senate)  il>*l  tbf 
amounts  to  be  invested,  as  surplus  beyond  the  appro- 
priations made  by  Congress,  could  not  be  large,  ami 
that  the  amount  of  stocks  in  the  market,  of  tbe  descnp- 
lion  to  which  the  investments  were  confined,  was  tmpw 
at  present,  and  would  increase  much  more  rapidly  tbao 
any  possible  increase  of  our  surplus  revenues,  b« 
thought  he  had  anawered  the  last  two  objections  nameii, 
ao  efiectually  as  to  prevent  their  repetition. 

Another  objection  had  been  made  to  tbe  propositions 
he  had  submitted,  of  a  personal  character.    It  had  been 
said  that  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund  were 
not  the  persons  to  whom  the  trust  of  nuiking  these  »n* 
vestments  ought  to  be  confided.     Mr.  W.  said  he  »*" 
named  these  commissioners,  not  because  he  had  a|>y 
especial  preference  for  thofife  particular  officers,  as  U* 
trustees  of  the  Treasury,  upon  this  particular  occasion* 
Indeed,  he  did  not  know  that  he  could  tell  who  the  «»«»* 
missioners  were  at  the  present  moment;  but  he  beiiev 
the  Vice  President,  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  the  SccreUries  of  State  and  of  the  '^^^^[ 
and  tbe  Attorney  General,  were  of  the  number,  >f " 
the  whole  board.     He  must  be  permitted  to  say  be  ^ 
full  and  entire  confidence  in  the  individuals  whon<^ 
held  these  important  offices,  and,  for  himself,  b^  ^^ 
most  cheerfully  confide  to  their  intelligence  aixl  <n^'»' 
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rity  any  trust,  pecuniary  or  political;  but  he  hnd  desig- 
nated the  commissioners  of  the  sinkinpf  fund  for  the  rea- 
son that  our  fathers  had  designated  those  high  officers, 
whoever  the  individuals  miglit  chance  to  be,  to  dis- 
chipgemuch  more  important  duties  in  reference  to  the 
f^at  and  vital  interests  of  the  Treasury — the  payment 
of  the  national  debt,  and  not  from  any  personal  or  po- 
litical attachment  to  the  gentlemen  who  now  filled  the 
places.  If  olijection  was  to  be  seriously  made  on  ac- 
count of  this  feature  of  the  propositions,  and  any  Sena- 
tor would  name  other  public  ofBcers,  whose  duties 
would  permit  the  requisite  attention  to  the  trust,  and 
who  could  be  less  exceptionably  charged  with  it,  he 
would  most  cheerfully  consent  to  the  change.  He  was 
sure  he  did  not  mistake  the  feelings  of  any  one  of  the 
officers  be  had  named,  when  he  said  he  could  not  render 
to  them  a  more  acceptable  service  than  by  discharging 
them  from  the  unpleasant  responsibilities  which  a  faith* 
ftil  execution  of  the  proposed  trust  might  impose.  He 
had  been  unable,  howerer,  af^er  the  most  mature  re- 
flection upon  the  subject,  to  change  the  selection  of 
trustees,  and  must,  therefore,  wait  to  hear  the  sugges- 
tions of  those  who  found  objection  in  this  part  of  his 
propositions.  He  had  heard  the  objections  with  patience, 
and  he  would  endeavor  to  receive  and  consider  any 
amendments  with  impartiality  and  candor. 

Mr.  W.  said  when  he  had  originally  offered  the  sec- 
tions of  the  bill  upon  which  he  was  now  remarking, 
Kven  millions  of  dollars  was  named  as  the  sum  to  be 
left  in  the  Treasury  to  meet  the  disbursements  of  each 
quarter.  Before  he  commenced  his  present  observa- 
tions, he  had  modified  the  proposition  by  striking  out  the 
word  **  seven,"  and  thus  leaving  the  sum  blank.  He 
had  done  this,  because  he  wish^  the  vote  might  indi- 
cate the  sense  of  the  Senate  upon  the  principle  con- 
tained in  the  section,  without  involving  objections  of 
detail,  which,  it  was  most  manifest,  the  fixmg  of  this 
siim  would  involve.  The  counter-proposition  already 
offered  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina.  [Mr.  Cal- 
■ocir,]  with  a  much  less  sum  (three  millions)  inserted, 
afforded  conclusive  evidence  of  a  wide  difference  of 
opinion  upon  this  point,  and  proved  satisfactorily  to  his 
mind  that  the  question  between  the  two  propositions 
ought  to  be  presented  to  the  Senate  without  reference 
to  this  amount;  that  the  principle  of  each  might  be 
dt^embarrassed  from  this  mere  diflerence  of  opinion  as 
to  the  amount  to  be  left  in  the  Treasury,  whether  the 
one  proposition  or  the  other  should  be  adopted.  He 
thanked  the  honorable  Senator  for  his  agreement  with 
him  in  this  opinion,  and  for  having  modified  his  propo- 
sitions in  conforniity  with  it,  by  leaving  the  sum  blank 
in  them  also.  Indeed,  Mr.  W.  said,  the  fixing  of  this 
»tm,  in  any  event,  ought  to  be  the  act  of  the  Senate, 
and  not  of  any  member  of  the  Senate  who  might  choose 
to  submit  propoMtions  as  to  the  disposition  of  any  sur- 
plus revenue  which  might  be  found  in  the  Treasury. 
This  position  would  be  sound,  under  any  circumstances; 
and  was  more  especially  so  at  this  time,  when  appropria- 
tions to  a  greater  extent  than  usual  were  not  only  pro- 
posed to  be  made,  but  conceded  on  all  hands  to  be 
proper,  and  wlien;  therefore,  the  amount  to  be  retained 
for  the  uses  of  each  quarter  would  be,  to  an  unusual 
extent,  dependant  upon  the  appropriations  actually 
made. 

There  was,  liowever,  (Mr.  W.  said,)  a  manifest  differ- 
ence as  to  the  sum  which  ought  to  supply  the  blank  in 
the  section  he  had  offered  from  that  which  had  been  of- 
eredbythe  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Calbouht,] 
because  the  rule  of  action  of  the  two  propositions  upon 
the  funds  in  the  Treasury  was  wholly  different.  That 
offered  by  him  directed  the  commissioners  of  the  sink- 
ins^  fund,  at  the  commencement  of  each  quarter  of  the 
year,  to  eatioiate  not  only  the  payments,  but  the  receipts 


for  the  coming  quarter;  and  from  that  estimate  to  de- 
termine the  average  of  moneys  to  be  found  in  the  Treas- 
ury for  the  quarter,  and  to  invest  all  above  the  amount 
which  was  to  fill  the  blank  in  question,  in  the  manner 
pointed  out  in  the  provisions.  The  antagonist  proposi- 
tions of  the  Senator  provided  for  annual  distribution^, 
leaving  in  the  Treasury,  regardless  of  future  receipts,  a 
specified   amount  to  meet  outstanding  apprr)priation9. 

The  rule  of  calculation  was,  therefore,  entirely  differ- 
ent, and  the  blank  in  each  sfiould  be  filled  with  refer- 
ence to  that  rule.  In  the  former  case,  the  calculation 
was  to  be  made  at  the  commencement  of  the  quarter, 
and  the  receipts  as  well  as  the  expenditures  of  the  quar- 
ter  were  to  be  brought  into  the  estimate;  while,  in  the 
latter  case,  a  gp*oss  sum  was  to  be  left  in  the  Treasury, 
at  the  commencement  of  each  year,  which,  together 
with  the  receipts  of  the  year  not  estimated,  was  to  con- 
stitute its  means  for  the  coming  year.  In  the  one  case, 
the  blank  should  be  filled  by  a  sum  which  would  meet 
the  entire  payments  of  the  quarter;  while,  in  the  other, 
it  should  be  such  a  sum  as,  when  added  to  the  whole 
receipts  of  the  future  year,  would  meet  the  whole  pay- 
ments of  that  year.  It  was,  therefore,  most  apparent 
that,  in  acting  upon  the  different  principles  proposed, 
this  sum  should  be  left  blank,  and  that  the  blank  should 
be  filled  with  reference  to  the  proposition  adopted.  It 
was  equally  apparent  to  his  mind,  (Mr.  W.  said,)  that 
the  sum  to  be  inserted  in  either  case  must  depend  mainly 
upon  the  appropriations  made,  and  to  be  made,  by  Cdn- 
gress,  during  its  present  session.  The  quarterly  payments 
must  surely  depend  upon  that  legislation;  and  the  question 
whether  the  receiptsof  the  next  year  will  be  equal  to  the 
expenditures  of  that  year,  must  also  depend,  in  a  great  de- 
gree, upon  the  amount  ofoutstanding  appropriations  at  the 
close  of  this  year.  The  appropriation  bills  for  the  pre- 
sent year  are  very  late.  Few  of  them  have  yet  passed 
and  become  laws,  although  the  one-half  of  the  year 
has  nearly  expired.  If,  then,  they  be  greater  than  usual, 
there  is  the  more  reason  to  expect  that  the  amount  of 
outstanding  appropriations,  at  the  close  of  the  year,  will 
be  unusually  large.  This  amount,  whatever  it  may  be, 
is  to  be  added  to  the  current  calls  upon  the  Treasury  of 
the  next  year;  and,  therefore,  in  fixing  upon  a  sum  to 
be  left  in  the  Treasury  on  the  first  day  of  the  year,  the 
amount  of  outstanding  appropriations  should  be  espe- 
cially regarded. 

In  this  view  of  the  subject  (Mr.  W.  said)  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  the  blank  in  the  propositions  of 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Calbouit]  could 
only  be  filled  safely  by  a  deduction  of  the  outstanding 
appropriations,  separate  from  the  sum  which  it  might  be 
necessary  to  retain  in  the  Treasury  at  the  commence- 
ment of  each  year,  to  render  it  safe  against  all  current 
calls.  In  reference  to  the  propositions  he  had  submit- 
ted, entirely  different  considerations  might  govern  our 
legislation.  In  the  first  place,  an  estimate  was  to  be 
made  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  each  quarter, 
and  the  sum  to  be  invested  was  to  be  regulated  by  that 
estimate,  by  deducting  from  the  moneys  in  the  Treasury, 
and  the  estimated  receipts  for  the  quarter,  the  estimated 
payments  for  the  same  quarter.  That  estimate,  howev- 
er, might  be  erroneous  tipon  the  one  side  or  the  other; 
but  the  consec|uence  of  error,  in  either  case,  could  not 
be  materially  mjurious  to  the  public  interests.  If  the 
estimate  should  be  too  favorable  to  the  Treasury,  the 
only  Consequence  would  be,  that  the  amount  of  the 
error  would  remain  in  the  Treasury  uninvested  du- 
ring the  quarter.  If,  on  the  other iiand,  the  estimate 
should  be  too  short,  and  leave  the  Treasury  without 
means,  the  propositions  no^only  authorize,  but  direct, 
the  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund  immediately 
to  sell  so  much  of  the  stocks  in  which  the  investments 
I  have   been  made  as  may  be  necessary  to  supply  the 
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Treasury  with  metns  equal  to  its  wants.  At  no  time, 
under  these  propositions,  are  the  means  placed  beyond 
the  reach  and  control  of  ttie  fiscal  affairs  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, or  in  a  situation  in  which  they  cannot  be  com- 
manded by  the  action  of  the  officers  and  agents  of  this 
Government,  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  national  Treas- 
ury. The  fining  of  the  blank,  therefore,  in  chis  section, 
is  much  less  important  than  in  that  offered  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhock.]  In  this  case, 
the  propositions,  of  themselves,  provide  a  correction  for 
any  error  which  may  arise.  In  the  other  case,  the  money 
is  placed  in  the  keeping  of  the  States;  is  put  beyond  the 
reach  of  this  Government  or  its  officers,  upon  the  mere 
security  of  a  legislative  pledge  for  the  repayment  of  the 
principal,  without  interest;  and  cannot  be  reclaimed, 
whatever  may  be  the  wants  of  the  national  Treasury, 
but  upon  the  voluntary,  separate,  and  independent  ac- 
tion or  the  Legislatures  of  all  those  States  which  shall  re- 
ceive their  respective  dividends.  Hence,  the  far  great- 
er importance  that  the  Senate  should  direct  in  this  mat- 
ter; and  that  these  blanks,  and  especially  that  in  the 
proposition  of  the  Senator,  should  be  filled  with  great 
caution,  and  with  particular  reference  not  only  to  the 
outstanding  appropriations,  but  to  such  future  appropri- 
ations as  any  measures  of  national  policy  now  to  be  adopt- 
ed may  require.  He  had  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  (Mr.  W. 
said)  to  throw  out  these  suggestions;  and  he  would  con- 
tent himself  with  their  expression,  until  some  specific 
motion  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  one  or  the  other  propo- 
sition should  bring  the  question  more  directly  before  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  had  two  insuperable  objections  to 
prefer  against  the  propositions  offered  by  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhouic,]  for  a  disposition 
of  the  surplus  revenue.  The  first  was,  that  he  consider- 
ed them,  in  substance  and  in  effect,  propositions  to  make 
a  genera]  distribution  to  the  States  of  all  the  revenues  in 
the  national  Treasury,  from  whatever  source  derived, 
and,  in  that  sense,  to  embraioe  the  adoption  of  a  principle 
which  he  considered  more  dangerous  to  our  civil  institu- 
tions. Slate  and  national,  than  any  other  which  could  be 
presented  for  the  sanction  of  Congress.     The  taxing 

{)owers  of  this  Government  were  to  be  used  to  accumu- 
ate  money  for  distribution  to  the  sovereign  and  inde- 
pendent States  of  the  confederacy.  Those  States  were 
to  be  taught  to  look  to  this  Government  for  the  means 
to  supply  their  wants;  for  the  money  to  sustain  their  in- 
stitutions; for  the  funds  to  meet  their  legislative  appro- 
priations. Can  relations  of  this  sort  be  established,  and 
the  independence  of  the  States  be  preserved?  Can  the 
Government  of  a  State  feel  or  exercise  an  indepen- 
dence of  the  power  which  feeds  and  sustains  it  by  direct 
and  gratuitous  contributions  from  its  Treasury  f  What 
step  can  be  so  eminently  calculated  as  this,  to  produce 
speedy  and  perfect  consolidation  ? 

Mr.  W.  said  he  knew  he  should  be  answered  that  it 
was  not  proposed  to  give,  but  to  loan,  this  money  to  the 
States;  to  take  their  bonds  or  securities  for  its  repay- 
ment, upon  the  call  of  Congress.  It  would  be  further 
said  that  the  omission  to  charge  interest  was  a  matter  of 
entire  discretion  with  Congress,  and  of  justice  to  the 
States,  inasmuch  as  the  money  had  been  collected  from 
the  people  of  the  States;  and,  if  not  wanted  for  the 
uses  of  this  Government,  ought  to  be  submitted  to  the 
States  for  their  use,  without  charge.  These  were 
specious  answers,  to  which  the  form  of  the  propositions 
gave  countenance;  but  what  would  be  their  practical 
effect?  The  money  was  to  go  to  the  States  upon  a  rule 
of  distribution  prescribed,  and  claimed  to  be  equal 
and  just;  it  was  to  go  to  them  for  any  uses  they  may 
choose  to  make  of  it,  and  without  interest.  In  return 
for  the  money,  the  several  State  Legislatures  are  to 
pass  laws  declaring  that  the  State  will  repay  the  prin- 


cipal when  Congress  shall,  by  law,  call  for  the  piy- 
ment.  Does  any  one  believe  that  the  national  Treu- 
ury  will  ever  receive  back  one  dollar  of  the  money 
distributed  upon  these  terms?  What  is  the  course* 
The  immediate  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  is  estab- 
lished between  each  of  the  States  and  the  Federal 
Government,  and  the  power  to  demand  payment  U 
lefl  with  the  representatives  of  the  States,  and  of  the 
people  of  the  States,  in  the  two  Houses  of  Confp^Q; 
while  the  response  to  that  demand  rests  with  the  Stftte« 
themselves,  acting  through  their  respective  Legislature^ 
or  otherwise,  as  they  shall  choose.  The  l*reasury  is  la 
want.  Will  the  States,  through  their  agents  here,  make 
a  demand  upon  themselves  to  supply  that  want?  Never, 
Mr.  President.  They  may,  through  that  chaanel,  call 
for  increased  distributions,  but  never  for  the  rcpaymeni 
of  moneys  which  have  been  distributed  and  expended. 

It  must  not  be  alleged,  Mr.  W.  said,  that,  in  makirig: 
these  remarks,  he  expressed  distrust  of  the  patriotism  o^ 
faith  of  the  States.  No  man  entertained  more  confiJence 
in  both  than  himself;  but  the  government  of  the  Sutes 
was  the  government  of  the  people  of  the  States,  and  the 
people  of  the  States  composed  Uie  vast,  sagacious,  enter- 
prising business  community,  which  all  here  in  cominoa 
represent,  and  of  whose  interests  they,  as  an  aggregate 
number,  are  quite  as  perfect  judges  as  their  representa- 
tives anywhere.  He  should  never  express  a  doubt  ot* 
their  faith  or  patriotism;  nor  did  he  doubt  that  they 
would,  at  all  times,  and  for  all  proper  purposes,  keep 
the  national  Treasury  fully  and  richly  supplied.  If,  bov- 
ever,  want  should  come  upon  that  Treasury,  the  man- 
ner of  answering  that  want  would  be  before  the  people, 
and  subject  to  their  interests  and  their  will.  If  an  in- 
crease of  the  duties  upon  imports  an  increase  of  indirect 
taxation,  shall  be  more  acceptable  to  the  mnjority  than 
a  call  upon  the  States  for  the  money  now  proposed  to  be 
intrusted  to  them,  that  mode  of  supplying  the  Treasury 
will,  of  course,  be  adopted.  Which— he  would  ask  every 
Senator  to  answer  to  himself  in  candor  and  sincerity— 
which  would  be  the  most  probable  resort?  In  case  of  a 
call  upon  the  States,  all  would  be  equally  interested, 
and  all  would  be  likely  to  resist.  Such  a  call,  if  (be 
rule  of  distribution  should  be  a  proper  and  constitutional 
rule,  would  be,  in  effect,  precisely  equivalent  to  layinc: 
a  direct  tax  to  the  amount,  and  the  interests  of  no  State 
or  section  of  the  country  could,  in  any  event,  be  promo- 
ted by  it;  but  in  an  increase  of  the  duties  upon  foreign 
importations,  and  the  consequent  increase  of  the  revenue 
from  customs,  a  large  majority  of  the  people  of  the 
whole  Union,  as  experience  has  shown,  may  easily  be 
made  to  believe,  if  the  fact  be  not  so,  that  their  interests 
will  be  directly  and  essentially  promoted.  Who,  then, 
can  doubt  that  this  mode,  instead  of  a  call  upon  tbe 
States  for  the  money  parcelled  out  to  them,  will  be  the 
mode  of  supplying  any  future  wants  of  the  Trcasurj-,  so 
long  as  a  resort  to  this  indirect  taxation  can  reach  that 
object?  If  a  calamitous  and  expensive  war  shall  come 
upon  the  nation,  and  our  commerce  ^all  be  so  far  ioter* 
rupted  or  destroyed  as  to  render  any  rates  of  duty  upon 
imports  an  inadequate  supply  to  the  Treasury!  then,  in* 
deed,  (Mr.  W.  said,)  this  money  might  be  called  for; 
because  then  no  other  resort  but  to  such  a  call,  or  to  a 
direct  tax,  would  remain  to  Congress.  Still  an  impor- 
tant and  most  delicate  question  would,  even  then,  be 
likely  to  govern  the  action  of  the  national  Legislature. 
Each  State  would  calculate  the  relative  effect  upon  itself 
of  a  call  for  the  money,  or  a  direct  tax  to  raise  the  sajne 
amount.  Tbe  interests  of  the  States  whose  population 
shall  have  relatively  diminished  between  the  time  of  the 
receipt  of  the  money  and  the  time  when  a  call  shall  be 
proposed,  will  dictate  to  it,  and  to  its  representatives 
here,  to  favor  a  direct  tax  in  preference  to  a  call?  be- 
cause its  proportion  of  the  tax  will  be  less  than  wis  "^ 
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proportion  of  the  money,  distributed  when  its  relative 
position  among  the  States  was  higher.  On  the  contrary, 
tlie  relatively  mcreasing  States,  those  whose  population 
shall  bear  a  higher  proportion  to  the  whole  when  the  call 
comes  than  when  the  distribution  took  place,  will  favor 
a  call  instead  of  a  tax,  because  the  proportion  of  money 
falling  to  their  share  will  have  been  less  than  their  pro- 
portion of  the  tax  when  they  shall  have  become  rela- 
tively more  populous.  l*be  preponderance  of  these  in- 
terests will,  of  course,  determine  the  action  of  Congress 
when  the  crisis  shall  have  arrived. 

If  this  view  of  the  subject  be  sound  and  practical,  will 
any  one  contend  that  the  disposition  of  the  surplus,  ac- 
cording to  these  propositions,  is,  in  effect,  any  thing  less 
than  a  general  and  unrestricted  distribution  of  it  to  the 
States?  The  repayment  is  submitted  to  their  action,  and 
is  subject  to  their  pleasure;  and  all  the  constitutional 
means  for  a  supply  of  money  to  the  Treasury,  separate 
from  a  call  for  this  money,  will  be  constantly  as  open  to 
them  and  to  their  representatives  here,  as  they  now  ace, 
and  will  remain,  if  this  distribution  be  not  made.  Is, 
then,  the  position  sound,  that  Congress  will  never  make 
the  call  until  a  necessity  either  of  levying  a  direct  tax, 
or  of  making  it,  shall  exist?  And  if  it  be,  is  the  position 
of  the  general  Government  made,  in  any  respect,  better, 
by  haying  required  the  promise  of  payment  as  a  condi- 
tion precedent  to  dividing  out  the  moneys  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  the  States?  Mr.  W.  said  he  could  not  see  that  it 
was,  while  be  could  see  the  most  fearful  evils  which 
might  arise  from  this  debtor  and  creditor  relation  be- 
tween the  States  and  this  Government.  He  could  fore- 
see incalculable  evils  which  might  grow  out  of  the  con- 
Hicting  and  contrary  interests  of  the  different  States, 
whenever  it  should  be  proposed  by  the  federal  Govern- 
ment to  make  the  call  for  this  money,  and  thus  attempt 
to  render  the  promises  to  pay  operative.  He  was  com- 
pelled further  to  apprehend,  in  consequence  of  these 
propositions,  should  they  be  adopted,  an  early  agitation 
4)f  the  tariff  controversy,  and  the  revival  of  local  ques- 
tions which  have  so  recently  tried  the  strength  of  this 
Union  more  severely  than  it  bad  ever  before  been  tried, 
and  given  to  our  institutions  a  shock  which  every  patriot 
would  long  remember,  and  labor,  to  the  utmost  of  his 
power,  to  avoid  in  future. 

His  second  objection,  Mr.  W.  said,  was  against  the 
rule  of  distribution  adopted.  It  was  directed  to  be  made 
according  to  the  representation  of  each  State  in  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives.  He  must  sup- 
pose, if  Congress  possess  the  power,  under  the  constitu- 
tion, to  divide  out  the  moneys  in  the  public  Treasury  to 
the  States,  or  to  the  people  of  the  States,  that  the  rule 
of  distribution  must  follow  that  which  governs  the  col- 
lection of  the  same  money.  That  rule  is  the  rule  of 
representation  and  taxation;  is  the  rule  of  federal  num- 
bers; is  the  rate  of  representation,  as  nearly  as  may  be, 
by  which  the  States  are  represented  in  the  House  of 
Kepresentatives.  It  has  never  before  been  proposed  to 
include  the  Senate  in  any  calculation  of  equality  between 
the  States.  The  constitution  has  in  no  instance  included 
it;  and  be  must  think  that  its  inclusion  here  was  against 
the  spirit  and  against  the  express  provisions  of  that  in- 
btrutnent.  How  had  this  money  been  accumulated? 
^y  taxation,  direct  or  indirect.  From  whom  had  it  been 
collected?  From  the  people  of  the  States.  The  con- 
stitution prescribed  the  rule  by  which,  and  by  which 
only.  Congress  might  tax  them;  and  that  was  in  propor- 
tion to  their  federal  numbers.  If  the  money  is  not 
wanted  for  the  uses  of  the  federal  Government,  to 
whom  does  it  belong?  and  to  whom  should  it  be  return- 
ed^ Most  certainly  to  the  people  from  whom  it  has  been 
collected,  and  in  the  same  proportions  which  governed 
its  collection  from  them.  It  should  be  distributed,  then, 
upon  the  federal  numbers  of  the  plates,  or  upon  their 


representation  in  the  House  of  Representatives  alone; 
and  the  representation  in  the  Senate,  which  has  no  rela- 
tion to  the  population  or  tax-paying  liabilities  of  the 
States,  should  not  be  included. 

Another  argument  against  the  adoption  of  this  rule  of 
distribution,  of  the  strongest  character,  was  to  be  found 
in  the  certainty  it  would  create  that  the  money  would 
never  be  called  for,  even  to  avoid  direct  taxation.  By 
this  rule,  all  the  small  States  would  obtain  a  large  amount 
of  the  money  to  be  distributed,  beyond  the  proportion 
to  which  their  federal  numbers  would  entitle  them. 
Sixteen  of  the  twenty-four  States  would  gain,  and  eight 
only  would  lose.  Present,  then,  in  this  body,  where 
the  States  are  represented  equally,  the  alternative  of  a 
direct  tax,  or  a  call  upon  the  States  for  this  money,  and 
which  do  you  think,  Mr.  President,  would  be  adopted? 
Would  the  sixteen  States  prevail,  or  the  eight?  and  if 
the  sixteen,  which  alternative  would  they  choose^  That, 
of  course,  which  the  interests  of  the  States  represented 
here,  and  holding  the  majority,  should  dictate.  What 
would  be  that  interest  ?  In  the  distribution  of  the  money 
to  be  repaid,  they  will  have  received  a  proportion  much 
greater  than  their  proportion  of  federal  population, 
because  the  rule  of  distribution  included  their  represen- 
tation in  the  Senate.  If,  then,  they  consent  to  the  call 
for  repayment,  they  must  return  the  money  received. 
On  the  contrary,  if  these  States  adopt  a  direct  tax,  they 
have  only  to  raise  a  sum  equal  to  their  exact  propor- 
tions in  the  scale  of  federal  numbers,  and  therefore  will 
be  direct  gainers  by  preferring  the  tax  and  rejecting  a 
call  for  the  money. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  must,  in  justice  to  himself,  state  that 
the  fact,  that  the  rule  proposed  to  be  adopted  would 
work  the  greatest  injustice  to  his  own  State,  had  very 
little  influence  with  him  in  urging  this  objection.  If  a 
distribution  was  to  be  made,  and  New  York  was  to  be  a 
recipient,  it  was  his  duty  to  contend  for  her  rights;  but 
in  debt  as  she  was,  if  all  her  citizens  entertained  bis 
feelings  and  opinions  upon  this  subject,  they  would  look, 
as  they  most  safely  might,  to  her  wealth,  to  her  enter- 
prise, to  her  immense  advantage^  and  resources,  to  pay 
her  debts  and  carry  her  on  to  her  high  destiny,  and  would 
not  prostrate  her  before  the  national  Treasury,  for  the 
miserable  boon  of  a  few  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Were 
he  permitted  to  advise,  his  State  would  never  accept  the 
money  proposed  to  be  intrusted  to  her  upon  the  terms 
prescribed. 

Another  objection  (Mr.  W.  said)  remained  to  be  an- 
swered, which  had  been  very  generally  urged  against 
the  propositions  he  had  oflered  upon  this  subject.  It 
was,  that  an  investment  of  the  surplus  in  the  manner  he 
had  proposed  would  be  unequal,  as  between  the  diflcr- 
ent  States;  and  that  those  States  which  had  no  debt, 
which  had  issued  no  stock,  or  securities  of  any  descrip- 
tion, would  obtain  no  part  of  the  moneys  to  be  invested. 
A  perfect  and  conclusive  answer  to  this  objection  might 
be,  that  it  was  at -(he  option  of  the  States  to  issue  stocks 
or  not;  and  therefore  it  was  at  their  option  to  participate 
or  not  in  these  investments,  as  any  State  which  would 
issue  stocks,  and  offer  them  in  the  market  upon  the  most 
favorable  terms,  would,  of  course,  be  most  likely  to  ob- 
tain investments.  This,  however,  was  not  the  answer 
upon  which  he  chose  to  rest  his  defence  to  the  objec- 
tion. The  objection  had  arisen  from  the  fact  that  gen- 
tlemen had  yielded  all  their  reflections  to  the  various 
plans  for  an  equal  distribution  of  these  moneys  to  the 
States;  and  they  had  connected,  in  their  minds,  the 
propositions  he  had  made,  with  reflections  of  this  char- 
i\cter.  There  was  no  connexion  between  the  two  sub- 
jects, and  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  convince  every  Sena- 
tor that  the  objection  was  wholly  inapplicable,  in  prac- 
tice, to  the  plan  of  investment  he  had  suggested.  There 
was  nothing  in  the  nature  of  a  distribution  among  the 
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States  connected  with  the  plan.  No  trannction  with 
the  States,  of  any  sort,  was  proposed.  The  adoption  of 
the  propositions  could  not  benefit  or  injiii-e  any  State,  or 
give  any  one  State  any  possible  advantage  over  any  other 
State.  The  investments  were  to  be  made  by  a  purchase 
of  the  stocks  in  the  market,  at  the  market  value  (and  be- 
fore they  could  come  there,  they  must  have  be«n  sold  by 
the  State  issuing  them.  That  State,  therefore,  must 
have  received  its  money,  and  could  have  no  interest 
whatever  in  the  sale  to  the  United  States,  and  the  pur- 
chase by  them.  It  must  have  taken  upon  itself  the  obli- 
gation to  pay  the  interest  upon  the  stock  at  a  given  time 
and  p1ac«,  and  to  redeem  the  principal  at  a  specified 
day.  No  change  could  be  made  in  these  obligations  by 
a  transfer  of  the  stocks  to  the  United  States,  any  more 
than  by  a  similar  transfer  to  any  private  individual;  and 
whatever  premium  the  Government  may  pay  does  not 
go  to  the  benefit  of  the  State  issuing  the  stock,  but  to 
tlie  holder,  of  whom  the  purchase  is  made.  So,  also,  if 
the  Government  sell  the  stock  of  any  State  which  it  may 
have  purchased,  the  State,  or  its  interests,  are  in  no  way 
affected  by  the  sale:  its  obligations  and  responsibilities 

,  are  unchanged.  Mr.  W.  said,  the  better  to  illustrate 
his  meaning,  the  Senate  must  permit  him  to  take  a  sim- 
ple business  example.  I  give  my  note  to  you,  Mr. 
President,  for  the  sum  of  $100,  payable  at  the  expira- 
tion of  twenty  years  from  its  date,  with  interest  at  the 
rate  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum;  (he  interest  to  be  paid 
annually  at  a  specified  place,  and  the  principal  to  be 
paid  at  the  same  place  when  it  falls  due;  and  I  make  the 
note  negotiable.  Can  it,  by  any  possibility,  interest  me 
whether  you  hold  that  note,  or  sell  it;  or  whether  it  be 
negotiated  but  once  in  the  whole  twenly  years,  or  every 
week  in  the  term;  whether  it  be  held  by  individuals  or 
btidies  politic;  by  a  pauper  or  by  the  United  States^  Mr. 
W.  said  he  was  unable  to  comprehend  how  his  interests 
could  be  aflected  in,  the  supposed  case,  and  he  was 
equally  unable  to  discover  how  the  interests  of  the 
States  were  to  be  affected,  either  beneficially  or  injuri- 
ously, by  permitting  the  United  States  to  purchase  their 
stocks  in  the  market,  as  a  mere  investment  of  money  in 

.  the  Treasury.  He  was  sure  gentlemen  must  see  that 
the  objection  was  groundless,  and  had  proceeded  from 
the  mistaken  idea  that  the  States  whose  stocks  should 
be  purchased,  were  to  be  materially  benefited,  and  that, 
therefore,  there  ought  to  be  some  provision  to  make  the 
]uirchascs  equal  among  the  States;  whereas,  neither  the 
purchase  nor  sale  could  afTect,  in  any  way,  the  interests 
of  the  State  isisuing  the  stocks. 

So  far  from  desinng  this  equality,  (Mr.  W.  said,)  the 
very  certain  inequality  was,  to  his  mind,  one  of  the 
highest  merits  of  the  propositions.  It  was  not  likely 
that  the  United  States  would  hold  the  stocks  of  a  large 
number  of  States  at  the  same  time,  and  those  would  be 
held  in  very  unequal  quantities.  This  fact  would  cause 
the  representatives  of  the  States  against  which  no  secu- 
rities were  held,  to  attend  vigilantly  to  the  collection  or 
disposition  of  those  held  against  other  States,  and,  in  an 
equal  degree,  would  induce  the  representatives  from 
those  States  against  which  small  amounts  were  held,  to 
see  that  those  against  which  the  amounts  were  large 
were  made  punctually  to  meet  their  payments.  One  of 
hid  most  important  objections  to  any  plan  of  distribution, 
with  a  view  to  repayment,  was  predicated  upon  the  fact 
that  all  would  be  equally  interested  against  a  repayment; 
thut  there  would  be  none  to  exercise  vigilance,  because  all 
would  resist  collection;  that  repayment  would  never  be 
made,  because  there  would  be  no  one  to  demand  it.  In- 
vestments in  the  manner  he  proposed  would  be  free 
from  these  objections,  and  would  stimulate  the  majority 
to  watchfulness  and  care  that  collections.were  promptly 
made. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  had  but  one  single  further  suggestion 


to  make,  and  he  would  resume  his  seat,  lie  wi^ed  tn 
inauire  of  those  gentlemen  who  bad  voted  for  the  Laid 
bill,  and  who  now  propitsed  to  support  the  propositioDi 
offered  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Cu* 
liouir]  to  distribute  the  surplus  revenue  among  the 
States,  whether  the  two  roeasui^  would,  or  would  not, 
conflict  with  each  other'  whether  they  were,  or  were 
not,  intended  as  antagonist  measures?  That  bill  pro- 
vides for  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sties  of 
the  public  lands  on  specified  days,  and  extends  throu^ 
the  year  1837.  These  propositions  make  the  same  dis- 
position of  all  the  reveuues  in  the  Treasury,  over  s  {^ven 
sum  to  be  named,  upon  specified  days,  without  rfgird 
to  the  sources  from  which  the  moneys  may  have  httn  , 
derived,  and  extends  its  action  through  the  year  1841. 
i  If  he  was  not  mistaken,  the  distributions  under  the  tvo 
bills  were  to  take  place,  in  some  instances  at  letsS'on 
the  same  day.  What  he  wished  gvntkiaen  to  infmin 
him  was,  which  bill  would  take  the  money;  for  Ite  snp- 
posed  either  would  take  all  which  coold  be  called  sur- 
plus. The  rule  of  distribution  was  very  diflferent  in  (he 
two  cases,  and  he  would  be  glad  to  learn  whether  it 
was  intended,  by  this  measure,  to  repeal  in  effect  the 
land  bill.  His  inquiries  were  particularly  directed  to 
the  author  of  this  scheme  for  distribution,  and  bebbould 
await  his  answer. 

When  Mr.  W.  had  jconcluded— 

Mr.  I.EIGII  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  a 
provision  of  the  substitute,  by  which  llie  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  though  he  cannot  change  the  places  of 
dt'posite  during  the  session  of  Congress  without  iiscoii' 
sent;  yet,  dui'ing  the  recess  of  Congress,  absolute  povtt 
of  such  change  is  given  him  beyond  the  remAly  of  Con- 
gress, the  Secretary  being  only  required  tu  make  ii 
fi*uitless  report  of  his  reasons  for  the  change. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  Acknowledged  ^lis  to  be  a  feature  of  ' 
his  substitute  for  the  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CALHOUN, 

The  Senate  then  a<Ijourned. 

Satukoat,  Mat  28. 

UESIGNATION^  OF  Mr.  HILL. 

The  CHAIR  communicated  the  following  letter  of 
resignation  from  the  Hon.  Isaac  Hill;  which  was  read: 

Wash  I  KOTO  X,  Mai/  28,  1836. 
Sir:  Having  been  elected  by  the  cittzc*n8  of  N(-^ 
Hampshire  to  the  office  of  Chief  Magistrate  of  that  Stale, 
without  waiting  a  formal  official  communication  of  the 
canvass;  and  it  being  expedient  that  I  should  enter  m 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  new  office  during  tbe 
ensuing  week,  I  communicate  to  you,  and  througli  )^^ 
to  the  Senate,  information  that  on  Bionday  next  I  &lii>H 
resign  my  seat  in  the  Senate. 

With  the  be*t  wishes  of  happiness  to  yourself^  and  (o 
the  Senators  with  whom  1  have  been  associated, 
I  am,  with  great  respect. 

Your  obeaient  servant, 

ISAAC  HILL. 
Hon.  Mahtiv  Vas  Bvrxk, 

Ficc  President  of  the  United  Slides , 

PUBLIC  DEPOSITES. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  regulate  the  deposites  of  the  public  money. 
After  some  words  from  Mr.  WRIGHT,  in  explanation, 
Mr.  CALHOUN  said:  This  bill,  which  the  Senator 
from  New  York  proposes  to  strike  out,  in  order  to  sub- 
stitute his  amendment,  is  no  stranger  to  this' body.  It 
was  reported  at  the  last  session  by  the  select  committee 
on  Executive  patronage,  and  passed  the  Senate,  af'f  J 
a  full  and  deliberate  investigatron,  by  a  mixed  vote  ly 
all  parties,  of  twenty  to  twelve.     As  strong  as  is  thii 
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presumptive  evidence  in  its  favor,  T  would,  notwith- 
standing', readily  surrender  the  bill,  and  adopt  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  New  York,  if  I  did  not 
sincerely  believe  that  ft  was  liable  to  strong  and  decisive 
objections.  I  seek  no  lead  on  this  important  subject; 
my  sole  aim  is  to  aid  in  applying  a  remedy  to  what  I 
honestly  believe  to  be  a  deep  and  dangerous  disease  of 
the  body  politic;  and  I  stand  prepared  to  co-operate 
with  any  one,  be  he  of  what  party  he  may,  who  mav 
propose  a  remedy,  provided  it  shall  promise  to  be  safe 
and  efficient.  I,  in  particular,  am  desirous  of  co-operat- 
ing with  the  Senator  from  New  York,  not  only  because  I 
desire  the  aid  of  his  distinguished  talents,  but,  still  more, 
of  his  decisive  influence  with  the  powerful  party  of 
which  he  is  so  distinguished  a  member,  and  which  now, 
for  good  or  evil,  holds  the  destiny  of  the  country  in  its 
hands.  It  was  in  this  spirit  that  I  examined  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senator;  and,  I  regret  to  say, 
after  a  full  investigation,  I  canntit  acquiesce  in  it,  as  I 
Ue\  a  deep  conviction  that  it  will  be  neither  safe  nor 
efficient.  So  far  from  being  substantially  the  same  as 
(he  bill,  as  stated  by  the  Senator,  I  cannot  but  regard  it 
as  essentially  different,  both  as  to  objects  and  means. 
The  objects  of  tKe  bill  are,  first,  to  secure  the  public 
interest,  as  far  as  it  is  connected  with  the  deposites; 
and,  next,  to  protect  the  banks  in  which  they  are  made 
against  the  influence  and  control  of  the  Executive 
branch  of  this  Government,  with  the  view  both  to  theirs 
and  the  public  interest.  Compared  with  the  bill,  in  re- 
spect to  both,  the  proposed  amendment  will  be  found 
to  fkvor  the  branks  against  the  people,  and  tlie  Executive 
apiinst  the  banks.  1  do  not  desire  the  Senate  to  form 
their  opinion  on  my  authority.  I  wish  them  to  ex|imine 
for  themselves;  and,  in  order  to  aid  thenr  in  the  exami- 
nit  on,  I  shall  now  proceed  to  state,  and  briefly  illustrate, 
the  several  points  of  difference  between  the  bill  and  the 
;>roposed  amendment,  taking  them  in  the  otder  in  which 
they  stand  in  the  bill. 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  provides  that  the  banks 
bhall  pay  at  the  rate  of  two  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the 
deposites  lor  the  use  of  the  public  money.  ^  This  pro- 
vision is  entirely  omitted  in  the  amendment,  which  pro- 
poses to  give  to  the  banks  the  use  of  the  money  without 
interest.     That  the  banks  ought  to  pay  something  for 
the  use  of  the  public  money,  all  must  agree,  whatever 
diversity  of  opinion  there  may  be  as  to  the  amount.    Ac- 
cording to  the  last  return  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
there  was,  on  the  1st  of  this  month,  ^45,000,000  of  pub- 
he  money  in  the  thirty-six  depository  banks,  which  thev 
are  at  liberty  to  use  as  their  own,  for  discount  or  busi- 
ness, till  drawn  out  for  disbursements;  an  event  that  may 
not  happen  for  years.    In  a  word,  this  vast  amount  is  so 
much  additional  banking  capital,  giving  the  same,  or 
nearly  the  same,  profit  to  those  institutions  as  their  per- 
manent chartered  capital,  without  rendering  any  other 
iicrvice  to  the  public  than  paying  away  from  time  to 
time  the  portion  that  might  be  required  for  the  service 
of  the  Government.     Assuming  that  the  banks  realize  a 
profit  of  six  per  cent,  on  these  deposites,  (it  cannot  be 
estimated  at  less,)  it  would  give,  on  the  present  amount, 
nearly  three  millions  of  dollars  per  annum,  and,  on  the 
probable  average  public  deposites  of  the  year,  upwards 
of  two  millions  of  dollars;  which  enormous  profit  is  de* 
rived  from  the  public  by  comparatively  few  individuals, 
without  any  return  or  charge,  except  the  inconsiderable 
service  of  paying  out  the  drafts  of  the  Treasury  when 
presented.   But  it  is  due  to  the  Senator  to  acknowledge 
that  his  amendment  is  predicated  on  the  supposition  that 
Sonne  disposition  must  be  made  of  the  surplus  revenue, 
«  hich  would  leave  in  the  banks  a  sum  not  greater  than 
vouM  be  requisite  to  meet  the  current  expenditure — a 
opposition  which  necessarily  must  affect,  very  material- 
ly sflect,  the  decision^  of  the  question  of  the  amount  of 
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compensation  the  banks  ought  to  make  to  the  pubKc  for 
the  use  of  its  funds;  but,  let  the  disposition  be  what  it 
may,  the  omission  in  the  amendment  of  any  compensa- 
tion whatever  is,  in  my  opinion,  wholly  indefensible. 

The  next  point  of  difference  relates  to  transfer  war- 
rants. The  bill  prohibits  the  use  of  transfer  warrants, 
except  with  a  view  to  disbursement;  while  the  amend- 
ment leaves  them  without  regulation,  under  the  sole 
control  of  the  Treasury  Department.  To  understand 
the  importance  of  this  difference,  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  transfer  warrants  are  the  lever  by  which 
the  whole  banking  operations  of  the  country  (nay  be  con« 
trolled,  through  the  deposites.  By  them,  the  public  mo- 
ney may  be  transferred  from  one  bank  to  another,  or 
from  one  State  or  section  of  the  coui^try  to  another  State 
or  section;  and  thus  one  bank  may  be  elevated,  and  ano- 
ther depressed;  and  a  redundant  currency  created  in  one 
State  or  section,  and  a  deficient  in  another;  and,  through 
such  redundancy  or  deficiency,  all  the  moneyed  engage- 
ments and  business  transactions  of  the  whole  community 
may  be  made  dependant  on  the  will  of  one  man.  With 
the  present  enormous  surplus,  it  is  difficult  to  assign 
limits  to  the  extent  of  this  power.  The  Secretary,  or 
the  irresponsible  agent  unknown  to  the  laws,  who,  rumor 
says,  has  the  direction  of  this  immense  power,  (we  are 
not  permitted  to  have  certain  information,)  may  raise  and 
depress  stocks  and  property  of  all  descriptions,  at  his 
pleasure,  by  withdrawing^  from  one  place  and  transfer- 
ring to  another,  to  the  unlimited  gain  of  those  who  are 
in  the  secret,  and  certain  ruin  of  those  who  are  not. 
Such  a  field  of  speculation  has  never  before  been  opened 
in  any  country;  a  field  so  great,  that  the  Rothschilds 
themselves  might  be  tempted  to  enter  it,  with  their  im- 
mense funds.  Nor  is  the  control  which  it  would  give  over 
the  politics  of  the  country  much  less  unlimited.  To  the 
same  extent  that  it  may  be  used  to  affect  the  interests 
and  the  fortunes  of  individuals,  to  the  like  extent  it  may 
be  employedus  an  instrument  of  political  influence  and 
control.  I  do  not  intend  to  assert  that  it  has  or  will  be 
so  employed:  it  is  not  essential  at  present  to  inquire  how 
it  has  or  will  be  used.  It  is^ufficient  for  my  purpose  to 
show,  as  I  trust  I  have  satisfactorily,  that  it  may  be  so 
employed.  To  guard  against  the  abuse  of  so  dangerous 
a  power,  the  provision  was  inserted  in  the  bill  to  pro- 
hibit the  use  of  transfer  warrants,  except,  as  stated,  for 
the  purpose  of  disbursement;  the  omission  of  which  pro- 
vision in  the  amendment  is  a  fatal  objection  to  it,  of  itself, 
were  there  no  other.  But  it  is  far  from  standing  alone: 
the  next  point  of  difference  will  be  found  to  be  not  IcbS 
striking  and  fatal. 

I'he  professed  object  of  both  the  bill  and  the  amend- 
ment is  to  place  the  safe  keeping  of  the  public  moneys 
under  the  regulation  and  control  of  law,  instead  of  being 
lef^,  as  it  now  is,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Executive. 
However  strange  it  may  seem,  the  fact  is  nevertheless 
so,  that  the  amendment  entirely  fails  to  effect  the  object 
which  it  is  its  professed  object  to  accomplish.  In  order 
that  it  may  be  distinctly  seen  that  what  I  state  is  the  case, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  view  the  provisions  of  the  bill  and 
the  amendment  in  reference  to  the  deposite  separately, 
as  they  relate  to  the  banks  in  which  the  public  funds  are 
now  deposited,  and  those  which  may  hereafter  be  select^ 
ed  to  receive  them. 

The  bill  commences  with  the  former,  which  it  adopts 
as  banks  of  deposite,  and  prescribes  the  regulations  and 
conditions  on  the  observance  of  which  they  snail  continue' 
such;  while,  at  the  same  time,  it  places  them  beyond  the 
control  and  influence  ot  the  executive  department,  by 
placing  them  under  the  protection  of  law  so  long  as  they 
continue  faithfully  to  perform  their  duty  as  fiscal  agents 
of  the  Government.  It  next  authorizes  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  select,  under  certain  circumstances,  ad- 
ditional banks  of  deposite,  as  the  exigency  of  the  publio 
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service  may  require,  od  which  it  impoaet  like  regulations 
and  conditions,  and  places  in  like  manner  under  the  pro- 
tection of  law.  In  all  this  the  amendment  pursues  a  very 
different  course.  It  begins  with  authorizing  the  Secre- 
tary to  select  the  banks  of  deposite,  and  limits  the  regu- 
.lations  and  conditions  it  imposes  on  such  banks;  leaving, 
by  an  express  provision,  the  present  banks  wholly  under 
the  control  of  the  Treasury  or  the  executive  department, 
as  they  now  are,  without  prescribing  any  time  for  tlie 
selection  of  other  banks  of  deposite,  or  making  it  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  so  to  do.  The  consequence  is  ob- 
vious. The  Secretary  may  continue  the  present  banks 
as  long  as  he  pleases;  and  so  long  as  he  may  choose  to 
continue  them,  the  provisions  of  the  ameikdment,  so  far 
as  relates  to  the  deposites,  will  be  a  dead  letter;  and  the 
banks,  of  course,  instead  of  being  under  the  control  of 
the  law,  will  be  contrary,  as  1  have  said,  to  the  professed 
object  both  of  the  bill  and  amendment — ^subject  exclu- 
sively to  his  will. 

The  Senator  has  attempted  to  explain  this  difTerence, 
but  I  must  say  ver>'  unsatisfactorily.  He  said  that  the 
bill  prohibited  the  selection  of  other  banks;  and,  as  he 
deemed  others  to  be  necessary  at  certain  important 
points,  in  consequence  of  the  present  enormous  surplus, 
he  inserted  the  provision  authorizing  the  selection  of 
other  bsnks.  The  Senator  has  not  stated  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  accurately;  so  far  from  not  authorizing,  it  ex- 
pressly authorizes,  the  selection  of  other  banks  where  there 
are  now  none;  but  1  presume  he  intended  tu  limit  his 
remarks  to  places  where  there  are  no  existing  banks  of 
deposite.  Thus  limited,  tlie  fact  is  as  he  states;  but  it 
by  no  means  explains  the  extraordinary  omission  (for 
such  I  must  consider  it)  of  not  extending  the  regulations 
to  the  existing  banks,  as  well  as  to  those  hereafter  to  be 
selected.  If  the  public  service  requires  additional  banks 
at  New  York  and  other  important  points,  in  consequence 
of  th«  vast  sums  deposited  there,  (as  I  readily  agree  it 
does,^  if  no  disposition  is  to  be  made  of  the  surplus,  it  is 
certamly  a  very  good  reason  for  enlarging  the  provisions 
of  the  bill,  by  authorizing  the  Secretary  to  select  other 
banks  at  those  points;  but  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  com- 
prehend how  it  proves  that  the  regulations  which  the 
amendment  proposes  to  impose  should  be  exclusively 
limited  to  such  newly  selected  banks.  Nor  do  I  see  why 
the  Senator  has  not  observed  the  same  rule  in  this  case, 
as  that  which  be  adopted  in  reference  to  the  compensa- 
tion the  banks  ought  to  pay  for  the  use  of  the  public 
money.  He  omitted  to  provide  for  any  compensation, 
on  the  ground  that  his  amendment  proposed  to  dispose 
of  all  the  surplus  money,  leaving  in  the  possession  of  the 
banks  a  sum  barely  sufficient  to  meet  the  current  ex- 
penditure, for  the  use  of  which  he  did  not  consider  it  right 
to  charge  a  compensation.  On  the  same  principle,  ii 
was  unnecessary  to  provide  for  the  selection  of  additional 
bsnks  where  there  are  now  banks  of  deposite^  as  they 
would  be  ample  if  the  surplus  was  disposed  of.  In  this 
I  understood  the  Senator  himself  to  concur. 

But  it  is  not  only  in  the  important  point  of  extending 
the  regulations  to  the  existing  banks  of  deposite,  that 
the  bill  and  the  amendment  differ.  There  is  a  striking 
difference  between  them  in  reference  to  the  authority 
of  Congress  over  the  banks  of  deposite  embraced  both 
in  the  bill  and  the  amendment.  The  latter,  following 
the  provision  in  the  charter  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  authorizes  the  Secretary  to  withdraw  the 
public  deposites,  and  to  discontinue  the  use  of  any  one  of 
the  banks,  whenever,  in  his  opinion,  such  bank  shall 
have  violated  the  conditions  on  which  it  has  been  em- 
ployed, or  the  public  funds  are  not  safe  in  its  vaults, 
with  the  simple  restriction,  that  he  shall  report  the  fact 
to  Congress.  We  know  from  experience  how  slight  is 
the  check  which  this  restriction  imposes.  It  not  only 
requires  the  concurrence  of  both  Houses  of  Congress 


to  overrule  the  act  of  the  Secretary,  where  his  pover 
may  be  improperly  exercised,  but  the  act  of  Congrrss 
itself,  intended  to  control  such  exercise  of  power,  msy 
be  overruled  by  the  veto  of  the  President,  at  whoat  will 
the  Secretary  holds  his  place;  so  as  to  leave  the  control 
of  the  banks  virtually  under  the  contrul  of  the  execu< 
tive  department  of  the  Government.  To  obviste  lliis, 
the  bill  vests  the  Secretary  with  the  power  simply  of 
withdrawing  the  deposites  and  suspending  the  use  of 
the  bank  as  a  place  of  deposite,  and  provides  that,  if 
Congress  shall  not  confirm  the  removal,  the  deposite 
shall  be  returned  to  the  bank  af^er  the  temunation  of 
the  next  session  of  Congress. 

The  next  point  of  difference  is  of  far  less  importftnce, 
and  is  only  mentioned  as  tending  to  illustrate  the  differ- 
ent character  of  the  bill  and  the  amendment.  Tbe  for- 
mer provides  that  the  banks  of  deposite  shall  perfurm 
the  duties  of  commissioners  of  loans,  without  compensa- 
tion, in  like  manner  as  was  the  duty  of  the  late  Bank  of 
the  United  States  and  its  branches,  under  iu  charter- 
Among  these  duties  is  that  of  paying  the  pensioners— a 
very  heavy  branch  of  disbursement,  and  attended  w  ih 
considerable  expense,  and  which  will  be  saved  to  the 
Government  under  the  bill,  but  wdl  be  lost  if  the 
amendment  should  prevail. 

Another  difference  remains  to  be  pointed  out,  rcUling 
to  the  security  of  the  deposites.  With  so  large  m 
amount  of  public  money  in  their  vaults,  it  is  iroportint 
that  the  banks  should  always  be  provided  with  ample 
means  to  meet  their  engagements.  With  this  view,  lite 
bill  provides  that  the  specie  in  the  vaults  of  the  several 
banks,  and  the  aggregate  of  the  balance  in  their  favor 
with  other  specie>paying  banks,  shall  be  equal  to  one 
fifth  of  the  entire  amount  of  their  notes  and  bills  in  cir- 
culation, and  their  public  and  private  deposites — a  sum, 
as  is  believed,  sufficient  to  keep  them  in  a  sound  and 
solvent  condition.  The  amendment,  on  the  ci)ntrar>i 
provides  that  the  banks  shall  keep  in  their  own  vaults 
or  the  vaults  of  other  banks  specie  equal  to  one  fourth 
of  its  notes  and  bills  in  circulation,  and  the  balance  of 
its  accounts  with  other  banks  payable  on  demand. 

I  regret  that  tbe  Senator  has  thought  proper  to 
change  the  phraseology,  and  to  use  terras  less  clear  and 
explicit  than  those  in  the  bill.  I  am  not  certain  that  I 
comprehend  the  exact  meaning  of  the  provision  in  the 
amendment.  What  is  meant  by  specie  in  the  vaults  of 
other  banks?  In  a  general  sense,  all  deposites  are  con- 
sidered as  specie;  but  I  cannot  suppose  that  to  be  the 
meaning  in  this  instance,  as  it  would  render  tbe  provi* 
sion  in  a  great  measure  inoperative.  I  presume  the 
amendment  means  special  deponies  in  gold  and  silver  ii) 
other  banks,  placed  there  for  safe  keeping,  or  to  be 
drawn  on,  and  not  to  be  used  by  the  bank  in  which  it  is 
deposited.  Taking  that  to  be  the  meaning,  what  a 
there  to  prevent  the  same  sum  from  being  twice  count- 
ed in  estimating  the  means  of  the  several  banks  of  de- 
posite? Take  two  6f  them,  one  having  $100,000  la 
sptxie  in  its  vaults,  and  th^other  the  same  amount  in 
the  vaults  of  the  other  bank,  which,  in  addition,  has  be- 
sides another  $100,000  of  its  own:  what  is  there  to  pre- 
vent the  latter  from  returning,  under  the  amendment, 
$200,000  of  specie  in  its  vaults,  while  the  former  would 
return  $100,000  in  its  own  vaults,  and  another  in  the 
vaults  of  the  other  bank,  making,  in  the  aggregate,  be- 
tween them,  $400,000,  when,  in  reality,  the  annount  m 
bAh  would  be  but  $300,000? 

But  this  is  not  the  only  difference  between  the  bill 
and  the  amendment,  in  this  particular,  deserving  of  no- 
tice. The  object  of  the  provision  is  to  compel  the 
banks  of  deposite  to  have,  at  all  times,  ample  means  to 
meet  their  liabilities,  so  that  the  Government  shuuM 
have  sufficient  assurance  that  the  public  moneys  in  their 
vaults  would  be  forthcoming  M'hen  demanded.  With  ihi» 
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vievr,  the  bill  provides  that  the  avftilable  means  of  the 
bank  shall  never  be  less  than  one  fifth  of  its  aggregate 
liabilities,  including  bills,  notes,  and  deposites,  public 
and  private;  while  the  amendment  entirely  omits  the 
private  deposites,  and  includes  only  the  balance  of  its 
deposites  with  other  banks.  This  omission  is  the  more 
remarkable,  inasmuch  as  the  greater  portion  of  the  lia- 
bilitiea  of  the  deposite  banks  mast,  with  the  present 
large  surplus,  result  from  their  depositee,  as  every  one 
who  is  familiar  with  banking  operations  will  readily  per- 
ceive. 

I  have  now  presented  to  the  Senate  the  several  points 
of  difference  which  I  deem  material  between  the  bill 
and  the  amendment,  with  such  remarks  as  to  enable 
them  to  form  their  own  opinion,  in  reference  to  the  dif- 
ference, so  that  they  may  decide  how  fiir  the  assertion 
is  true,  with  which  I  set  out,  that,  wherever  they  differ, 
the  amendment  favors  the  banks  against  the  interests  of 
the  public,  and  the  Executive  against  the  banks. 

The  Senator,  acting  on  the  supposition  that  there 
vould  be  a  permanent  surplus,  beyond  the  expenditure 
of  the  Government,  which  neither  justice  nor  regard  to 
the  public  interest  would  permit  to  remain  in  the  banks, 
has  extended  the  provisions  of  his  amendment,  with 
great  propriety,  so  as  to  comprehend  a  plan  to  withdraw 
the  surplus  from  the  banks.  His  plan  is  to  vest  the  com- 
missioners  of  the  sinking  fund  with  authority  to  estimate, 
at  the  beginning  of  every  quarter,  the  probable  receipts 
and  expenditures  of  the  quarter;  and  if,  in  their  opin- 
ion, the  receipts,  with  the  money  in  the  Treasury, 
should  exceed  the  estimated  expenditure  by  a  certain 
sum,  say  f  5, 000,000,  the  excess  should  be  vested  in 
S(»te  stocks;  and  if  it  should  fall  short  of  that  sum,  a 
^ifficient  amount  of  the  stocks  should  be  sold  to  make 
up  the  deficit.  We  have  thus  presented  for  considera- 
tion the  important  subject  of  the  surplus  revenue,  and 
with  it  the  question  so  anxiously  and  universally  asked. 
What  shall  be  done  with  the  surplus?  Shall  it  be  ex- 
pended by  the  Government,  or  remain  where  it  is,  or 
bf*  disposed  of  as  proposed  by  the  Senator?  Or,  if  not, 
what  other  disposition  shall  be  made  of  it?  Questions, 
the  investigation  of  which  necessarily  embraces  the  en- 
t  re  circle  of  our  policy,  and  on  the  decision  of  which 
the  future  destiny  of  the  country  may  depend. 

But  before  we  enter  on  the  discussion  of  this  import- 
ant question,  it  will  be  proper  to  ascertain  what  will  be 
the  probable  available  means  of  the  year,  in  order  that 
^nte  conception  may  be  formed  of  the  probable  sur- 
phis  which  may  remain,  by  comparing  it  with  the  ap- 
propriations that  may  be  authorized. 

Accordini^  to  the  late  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  there  Was  deposited  in  the  several  banks  little 
<ipwards  of  $33,000,000  at  the  termination  of  the  first 
quarter  of  the  year,  not  including  the  sum  of  about 
^lOOO.OOO  deposited  by  the  disbursing  agents  of  the 
(•ovemment.  The  same  report  stated  the  receipts  of 
the  quarter  at  about  $11,000,000,  of  which  lands  and 
customs  yielded  nearly  an  equal  amount.  Assuming  for 
the  three  remaining  quarters  an  equal  amount,  it  would 
g've  for  the  entire  receipts  of  the  year  $44»000,000.  1 
^ree  with  the  Senator,  that  this  sum  is  too  large.  The 
customs  will  probably  average  an  amount  throughout 
the  year  corresponding  with  the  receipts  of  the  first 
quarter;  but  there  probably  will  be  a  considerable  fall- 
ing off  in  the  receipts  from  the  public  lands.  Assuming 
^7,000,000  as  the  probable  amount,  which  I  presume 
*»II  be  ample,  the  receipts  of  the  year,  subtracting  that 
wm  from  $44»000.000,  will  be  $37,000,000?  and  sub- 
trading  from  that  $11,000,000,  the  receipts  of  the  first 
quarter  would  leave  $26,000,000  as  the  probable  re- 
ceipts of  the  last  three  quarters.  Add  to  this  sum 
^3,000,000,  the  amount  in  the  Treasury  on  the  last  day  I 
of  the  first  quarter,  and  it  gives  $59,000,000.     To  this  I 


add  the  amount  of  stock  in  the  United  States  Bank, 
which  at  the  market  price  is  worth  at  least  $7,000,000, 
and  we  have  $66,000,000,  which  I  consider  as  the  least 
amount  at  which  the  probable  available  means  of  the 
year  can  be  fairly  estimated.  It  will  probably  very  con- 
siderably exceed  this  amount.  The  range  may  be  put 
down  at  between  $66,000,000  and  $73,000,000,  which 
may  be  considered  as  the  two  extremes,  between  which 
the  means  of  the  year  may  vibrate.  But  in  order  to  be 
safe,  I  have  assumed  the  least  of  the  two. 

The  first  question  which  I  propose  to  consider  is, 
shall  this  sum  be  expended  by  the  Government  in  the 
course  of  the  year?  A  sum  nearly  equal  to  the  entire 
debt  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  by  which  the  liberty 
and  independence  of  these  States  were  established;  more 
than  five  times  greater  than  the  expenditure  of  the  Gov- 
ernment at  the  commencement  of  the  present  adminis- 
tration, deducting  the  payments  on  account  of  the  public 
4ebt,  and  more  than  four  times  greater  than  the  average 
annual  expenditure  of  the  present  administration,  making 
the  same  deduction,  extravagant  as  its  expenditure  has 
oeen.  The  very  magnitude  of  the  sum  decides  the 
question  against  expenditure.  It  may  be  wasted,  thrown 
away,  but  it  cannot  be  expended.  There  are  not 
objects  on  which  to  expend  it;  for  proof  of  which  I  ap- 
peal to  the  appropriations  already  made  and  contempla- 
ted. We  have  passed  the  navy  appropriations,  which, 
as  liberal  as  they  are  admitted  to  be  on  all  sides,  are 
raised  only  about  $2,000,000,  compared  with  the  appro- 
priations of  the  last  year.  The  appropriations  for 
fortifications,  supposing  the  bills  now  pending  should 
pass,  will  amount  to  about  $3,500,000,  and  would 
exceed  the  ordinary  appropriations,  assuming  them  at 
$1,000,000,  which  I  hold  to  be  ample,  by  $^,500,000. 
Add  a  million  for  ordnance,  seven  or  eight  for  Indian 
treaties,  and  four  for  Indian  wars,  and  supposing  the 
companies  of  the  regular  army  to  be  filled  as  recom- 
mended by  the  War  Department,  the  aggregate  amount, 
including  the  ordinary  expenditures,  would  be  between 
thirty  and  thirty-five  millions,  and  would  leave  a  balance 
of  at  least  $30,000,000  in  the  Treasury  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

But  suppose  objects  could  be  devised  on  which  to  ex- 
pend the  whole  of  the  available  means  of  the  year,  it 
would  still  be  impossible  to  make  the  expenditure,  with- 
out immense  waste  and  confusion.  To  expend  so  large 
an  amount  regrularly  and  methodically,  would  remiire  a 
vast  increase  of  able  and  experienced  disbursing  officers, 
and  a  great  enlargement  of  the  organization  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  all  the  branches  connected  with  disburse- 
ments. To  effect  such  an  enlargement,  and  to  give  a 
suitable  organization,  placed  under  the  control  of  skilful 
and  efficient  officers,  must  necessarily  be  a  work  of  time; 
but,  without  it,  so  sudden  and  great  an  increase  of  ex- 
penditure would  necessarily  be  followed  by  inextricable 
confusion  and  heavy  losses. 

But  suppose  this  difficulty  overcome,  and  suitable 
objects  could  be  devised,  would  it  be  advisable  to  make 
the  expenditure?  Would  it  be  wisie  to  draw  so  vast  an 
amount  of  productive  labor,  to  be  employed  in  unpro- 
ductive objects,  in  building  fortifications,  dead  walls, 
and  in  lining  the  interior  frontier  with  a  large  military 
force,  neither  of  which  would  add  a  cent  to  the  produc- 
tive power  of  the  country? 

The  ordinary  expenditure  of  the  Government,  under 
the  present  administration,  may  be  estimated  say  at 
$18,000,000 — a  sum  exceeding,  by  five  or  six  millions, 
what,  in  my  opinion,  is  sufficient  for  a  just  and  efficient 
administration  of  the  Government.  Tsking  eighteen 
from  sixty^ix,  would  leave  forty-eight  millions  as  the 
surplus,  if  the  affairs  of  the  Government  had  been  so 
administered  as  to  avoid  the  heavy  expenditures  of  the 
year,  which,  I  firmly  believe,  with  early  and  prudent 
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counsel,  might  hare  been  effected.  The  expenditure 
oftliis  sum,  estimating  labor  at  $20  a  month,  wcuild  re- 
quire 200,000  operatives,  equal  to  one  thirtl  of  the  ^hole 
number  of  laborers  employed  in  producing  the  great  sta- 
ple of  our  country,  which  is  spreading  wealth  and  pros- 
perity over  the  land,  and  controlling,  in  a  great  measure, 
the  commerce  and  manuf:ictures  of  the  world.  But 
take  what  will  be  the  actual  surplus,  and  estinnate  that 
at  half  the  sum  which,  with  prudence  and  economy,  it 
might  have  been,  and  it  would  require  the  subtraction 
of  100,000  operatives  from  their  present  useful  employ- 
ment, to  be  employed  in  the  unproductive  service  of  the 
Government.  Would  it,  I  again  repeat,  be  wise  to 
draw  off  this  immense  mass  of  productive  labor,  in  or- 
der to  employ  it  in  building  fortifications,  and  swelling 
the  military  establishment  of  the  country^  Would  it 
add  to  the  strength  of  the  Union,  or  give  increased  secu- 
rity to  its  liberty,  or  accelerate  its  prosperity? — tlie  great 
objects  for  which  the  Government  was  constituted. 

To  ascertain  how  the  strength  of  any  country  may  be 
best  developed,  its  peculiar  state  and  condition  roust  be 
taken  into  consideration.  Looking  to  ours  with  this 
view,  who  can  doubt  that,  next  to  our  free  institutions, 
the  main  source  of  our  growing  greatness  and  power  is 
to  be  found  in  our  great  and  astonishing  increase  of 
numbers,  wealth,  and  facility  of  intercourse?  If  we  de- 
sire to  see  our  country  powerful,  we  ought  to  avoid 
any  measure  opposed  to  their  development,  and,  in  par- 
ticular, ouebt  to  make  the  smallest  possible  draught,  con- 
sistent with  our  peace  and  security,  on  the  productive  pow- 
ers of  the  country.  Let  these  have  the  freest  possible 
play.  Leave  the  resources  of  individuals  ut>der  their 
own  direction  to  be  employed  in  advancing  theirs  and 
their  country's  wealth  and  prosperity,  with  the  extrac- 
tion of  the  least  amount  required  for  the  expenditure  of 
the  Government;  and  draw  off  not  a  single  laborer  from 
thein  present  productive  pursuits  to  the  unproductive 
employment  of  the  Government,  excepting  such  as  the 
public  service  may  render  indispensable.  Who  can 
doubt  that  such  a  policy  would  add  infinitely  more  to 
the  power  and  strength  of  the  country  than  the  extrav- 
agant scheme  of  spending  millions  on  fortifications  and 
the  increase  of  the  military  establishment? 

Let  us  next  examine  how  the  liberty  of  the  country 
may  be  affected  by  the  scheme  of  disposing  of  the  sur- 
plus by  disbursements.  And  here  I  would  ask,  is  the 
liberty  of  the  country  at  present  in  a  secure  and  stfible 
condition;  and  if  not,  by  what  is  it  endangered?  And  will 
an  increase  of  disbursements  augment  or  diminish  the 
danger? 

Whatever  may  be  the  diversity  of  opinion  on  other 
points,  there  is  not  an  intelligent  individual  of  any  par- 
ty, who  regards  his  reputation,  that  will  venture  to  de- 
ny that  the  liberty  of  the  country  is  at  this  time  more 
insecure  and  unstable  than  it  ever  has  been.  We  all 
know  that  there  is  in  every  portion  of  the  Union,  and 
with  every  party,  a  deep  feeling  that  our  political  insti- 
tutions are  undergoing  a  great  and  hazardous  change. 
Nor  is  the  feeling  much  less  strong,  that  the  vast  increase 
of  the  patronage  and  influence  of  the  Government  is 
the  cause  of  the  great  and  fearful  change  which  is  so 
extensively  affecting  the  character  of  our  people  and 
institutions.  The  effect  of  increasing  the  expendi- 
tures at  this  time,  so  as  to  absorb  the  surplus,  would 
be  to  double  the  number  of  those  who  live,  or  expect 
to  live,  by  the  Government,  and  in  the  same  degree 
augment  its  patronage  and  influence,  and  accelerate 
that  downward  course  which,  if  not  arrested,  must 
speedily  terminate  in  the  overthrow  of  our  free  insti- 
tutions. 

These  views  I  hold  to  be  decisive  against  the  wild 
attempt  to  absorb  the  immense  means  of  the  Govern- 
ment by  the  expenditures  of  the  year,    fn  fact,  with 


the  exception  of  a  few  individuals,  all  seem  to  re^nl 
the  scheme  either  as  impracticable  or  unsafe;  but  there 
are  others  who,  while  they  condemn  tlie  attempt  of  di«. 
posing  of  the  surplus  by  immediate  expenditures,  be- 
lieve it  can  be  safely  and  expediently  expended,  in  t 
period  of  four  or  five  years,  on  what  they  choose  to  all 
the  defences  of  the  country. 

In  order  to  determine  bow  far  this  opinion  b  correct, 
it  will  be  necenary  first  to  ascertain  what  will  be  the 
available  means  of  the  next  four  or  five  years;  by  coio- 
paring  which  with  what  ought  to  be  the  expenditure, 
we  may  determine  whether  the  plan  would,  or  wouU 
not,  be  expedient,  in  making  the  calculation,  1  will 
take  the  term  of  five  years^  includiDg  the  present, 
and  which  of  course  will  ctiropreliend  1840;  after  the 
termination  of  which,  the  duties  above  twenty  per  cent. 
are  to  go  off,  by  the  provisions  of  the  compromise  iC, 
in  eighteen  months,  when  the  revenue  is  to  be  reduced 
to  the  economical  and  just  wants  of  the  Government. 

The  available  means  of  the  present  year,  as  1  have  al- 
ready shown,  will  equal  at  least  166,000,000.  That  oi 
the  next  succeeding  four  years  (including  1840)  may  b« 
assumed  to  be  twenty-one  millions  annually.  Tbe  ret- 
son  for  this  assumption  may  be  seen  in  the  repeat  of  tbe 
■elect  committee  at  the  last  session,  which  I  have  re- 
viewed, and  in  the  correetnen  of  which  I  feel  increased 
confidence.  The  amount  may  fall  short  of,  but  will  cer- 
tainly not  exceed,  the  estimate  in  the  report,  unlea 
some  unforeseen  event  should  occur.  Assuming,  (hen, 
$21,000,000  as  the  average  receipts  of  the  next  fou: 
years,  it  will  give  an  aggregate  of  $84^000,000,  wbich, 
added  to  the  available  means  of  this  year,  will  pve 
$150,000,000  as  the  sum  that  will  be  mt  tbe  di^MMsl  of 
the  Government  for  the  period  assumed.  Divide  tU 
sum  by  five,  the  number  of  years,  and  it  will  pve 
$30,000,000  as  the  average  annual  available  means  of  tbe 
period. 

The  next  question  for  consideration  is,  will  it  he  ex* 
pedient  to  raise  the  disbursement  during  the  period  to 
an  average  expenditure  of  $30,000,000  annually?    The 
first  and  strong  objection  to  the  sdieme  is,  that  it  would 
leave  in  the  deposite  banks  a  heavy  surplus  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  time,  beginning  with  a  surplus  oi 
upwards  of  thirty  millions  at  the  commencement  of  nest 
year,  and  decreasing  at  the  rate  of  eight  or  nine  fnillip"^ 
a  year,  till  the  termination  of  the  period.     But,  pissing 
this  objection  by,  I  meet  the  question  directly.    It  would 
be  highly  inexpedient  and  dangerous  to  attempt  to  ke^P 
up  the  disbursements  at  so  high  a  rate.     I  ask,  on  whit 
shall  this  money  be  expended  ?  Sliall  it  be  expended  by  an 
increase  of  the  military  establishment?  by  an  eolsrgenierit 
of  the  appropriations  for  fortifications,  ordnance,  and  the 
navy,  far  beyond  what  is  proposed  for  the  present  year 
Have  those  who  advocate  the  scheme  reflected  to  »'M> 
extent  this  enlargement  must  be  carried,  to  absoro  w 
great  a  sum?    Even  this  year,  with  the  extrsordinary 
expenditure  upon  Indian  treaties  and  Indian  wtrs,  ana 
with  profuse  expenditure  in  every  other  branch  of  scf 
vice,  the  aggregate  amount  of  appropriations  wtH  no' 
greatly  exceed  $30,000,000,  and  that  of  dtsbursem^n  s 
will  not  probably  equal  that  sum.    To  what  exten^ 
then,  must  the  appropriations  fortlie  army,  the  navy,  the 
fortifications,  and  the  like,   be  carried,  in  order  |p 
absorb  that  sum,   especially  with  a  declining  expenoi* 
ture  in  several  branches  of  the  service,  psrticubrly  •« 
the  pensions,  which,  during  the  period,  will  fsil  ^^^'^ 
than  a  million  of  dollars?    But,  in  order  to  take  >  t"" 
view  of  the  folly  and  danger  of  the  scheme,  it  wiU  J 
necessary  to  extend  our  view  beyond  1842,  in  ^^fl 
form  some  opinion  of  what  will  be  the  income  omw 
Government  when  the  tarifl*  shall  be  so  reduced,  under 
the  compromise  act,  that  no  duty  sliall  exceed  tvey 
per  cent,  ad  valorem.    I  know  that  any  estirn^^  ^^ 
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a(  this  time  caniiot  be  constdcred  much  more  than  .con- 
ji'ctural;  but  itill  it  waild  be  imprudent  to  adopt  a  lys- 
tem  of  expeiuiitare  now,  without  takinf^  into  considera- 
tion the  probable  state  of  the  revenue  a  few  years  hence. 

After  bestowing  due  reflection  on  the  subject,  I  am 
ofihe  impression  that  the  income  from  the  imposts  after 
the  period  in  Question  will  not  exceed  $10,000,000.  It 
will  probably  fall  below,  rather  than  rise  above,  that 
aim.  I  assume  as  the  basis  of  this  estimate,  that  our 
coDsiioipiion  of  foreiipi  articles  will  not  then  exceed 
1150.000,000.  We  all  know  that  the  capacity  of  the 
country  to  consume  depends  upon  the  value  of  its  domes- 
tic exports,  and  the  profits  of  its  commerce  and  nsviga- 
tioQ.  Of  its  domestic  exports  it  would  not  be  safe  to 
assume  any  considerable  increase  in  any  article  except 
col  Ion.  To  what  extent  the  production  and  consump- 
tion of  (his  great  staple,  which  puts  in  motion  so  vast  an 
amount  of  the  industry  and  commerce  of  the  world,  may 
he  increased  between  now  and  1842,  is  difficult  to  con- 
jecture; but  f  deem  it  unsafe  to  suppose  that  it  can  be 
V)  increased  as  to  extend  the  capacity  of  the  country  to 
consume  beyond  the  limits  1  have  assigned.  Assuming, 
then,  the  amount  which  I  have,  and  dividing  the  imports 
loio  free  and  dutiable  articles,  the  latter,  according  to 
IJ»€  existing  proportion  between  the  two  descriptions, 
would  amount  in  value  to  something  less  than  170,000,000. 
According  to  the  compromise  act,  no  duty,  after  the 
period  in  question,  can  exceed  twenty  per  cent.,  and 
the  rates  would  range  from  that  down  to  five  or  six  per 
cent.  Taking  fifteen  per  cent,  as  the  average,  which 
»ould  be  probiUbly  full  high,  and  allowing  for  the  ex- 
penses of  collection,  the  nett  income  would  be  somethinir 
le»  than  $10,000,000. 

The  income  from  public  lands  is  still  more  conjectural 
than  that  from  customs.  There  are  so  many  and  such 
vtnous  causes  in  operation  affecting  this  source  of  the 
pubhc  income,  that  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  form 
<*en  a  conjectural  estimate  as  to  its  amount  beyond  the 
current  year.  But,  in  the  midst  of  this  uncertainty,  one 
act  may  be  safely  assumed,  that  the  purchases  during 
tt»e  last  year,  and  thus  far  this,  greatly  exceed  the  steady 
P'ogressive  demand  for  public  lands,  from  increased 
population,  and  the  consequent  emigration  to  the  new 
»«tei  and  Territories.  Much  of  the  purchases  have 
wen  unquestionably  made  upon  speculation,  with  a  view 
to  re^les^  and  must,  of  course,  come  into  market  here- 
atier  m  competition  with  the  lands  of  the  Government, 
»na  to  that  extent  must  reduce  the  income  from  their 
**'^8-    Bstimating  even  the  demand  for  public  lands 

fom  what  it  was  previou^to  the  recent  large  sales,  and 
«s»ng  into  estimate  the  iffcreased  population  and  wealth 
ot  tbe  country,  I  do  not  consider  it  safe  to  assume  more 
(lun  15,000,000  annually  from  this  branch  of  the  rev- 
enue, which,  added  to  the  customs,  would  give  for  the 
annual  receipts  between  fourteen  and  fifteen  millions  of 
"Wars  after  1842. 

K  u?**^  **^  whether  it  would  be  prudent  to  raise  the 
public  expenditures  to  the  sum  of  ^0,000,000  annually, 
uunng  the  intermediate  period,  with  the  prospect  that 
"»ey  must  be  suddenly  reduced  to  half  of  that  amount? 
**ho  does  not  see  the  fierce  conflict  which  must  follow 
'^ftwecn  those  who  may  be  interested  in  keeping  up  the 
expenditures,  and  those  who  have  an  equal  interest 
agsmst  an  increase  of  the  duties  as  the  means  of  keep- 
^^S  them  up?  I  appeal  to  the  Senators  from  the  South, 
vhosc  constituents  have  so  deep  an  interest  in  low  du- 
t«es,  to  resist  a  course  so  impolitic,  unwise,  and  extra v- 
Jpnf.  and  which,  if  adopted,  might  again  renew  the 
^jrjfl,  80  recently  thrown  off*  by  such  hazardous  and 
^<reniious  efforts,  with  all  its  oppression  and  disaster. 

ifi  "*  remember  what  occurred  in  the  fatal  session  of 

»w8.    With  a  folly  unparalleled,  Congress  then  raised  . 
'he  duties  to  a  rate  so  enormous  as  to  average  one  half  I 


the  value  of  the  imposts,  when  on  the  eve  of  discharg- 
ing tbe  debt,  and  when,  of  course,  there  would  be  no 
objects  on  which  the  immense  income  from  such  ex- 
travagant duties  could  be  justly  and  constitutionally  ex* 
pended.  It  is  amazing  that  there  was  such  blind nesa 
then  as  not  to  see  what  haa  since  followed — ^the  sudden 
discharge  of  the  debt  and  an  overflowing  Treasury, 
without  the  means  of  absorbing  the  surplus;  the  violent 
conflict  resulting  from  such  a  state  of  things;  and  the  vast 
increase  of  the  power  and  patronage  of  the  Government, 
with  all  its  corrupting  consequences.  We  are  now  about, 
1  fear,  to  commit  an  error  of  a  different  character:  to 
raise  the  expenditure  far  beyond  all  example  in  time  of 
peace,  and  with  a  decreasing  revenue,  which  must,  with 
equal  certainty,  bring  on  another  conflict  not  much  less 
dangerous,  in  which  the  struggle  will  not  be  to  find  ob- 
jects to  absorb  an  overflowing  Treasury,  but  to  deviae 
means  to  continue  an  expenditure  far  beyond  the  just 
and  legitimate  wants  of  the  country.  It  is  easy  to  fore- 
see that,  if  we  are  thus  blindly  to  go  on  in  the  manage- 
ment of  our  affairs,  without  regard  to  the  future,  the 
frequent  and  violent  conctissions  which  must  follow  from 
such  folly  cannot  but  end  in  a  catastrophe  that  will  in- 
gulf our  political  institutions. 

With  such  decided  objections  to  the  dangerous  and 
extravagant  scheme  of  absorbing  the  surplus  by  dis- 
bursements, I  proceed  to  the  next  question.  Shall  the 
public  money  remain  whetse  it  now  is?  Shall  the  pres- 
ent extraordinary  state  of  things,  without  example 
or  parallel,  continue,  of  a  Government  calling  itself 
free,  extracting  from  the  people  millions  beyond  wlist 
it  can  expend,  and  placing  that  vast  sum  in  the  custody 
of  a  few  monopolizing  corporations  selected  at  the  sole 
will  of  the  Executive,  and  continued  during  his  pleas- 
ure, to  be  used  as  their  own  from  the  time  it  is  collected 
till  it  is  disbursed'  To  this  question  there  must  burst 
from  the  lips  of  every  msn  who  loves  his  country  and 
its  institutions,  and  who  is  the  enemy  of  monopoly,  in- 
justice, and  oppression,  an  indignant  no.  And  here  lot  me 
express  the  pleasure  I  feel,  that  the  Senator  from  New 
York,  in  moving  his  amendment,  however  objectionable 
his  scheme,  has  placed  himself  in  opposition  to  the  contin- 
uance of  the  present  unheard-of  and  dangerous  state  of 
things;  and  I  add,  as  a  simple  act  of  justice,  that  the  tone 
and  temper  of  his  remarks  in  support  of  his  amendment 
were  characterized  by  a  courtesy  and  liberality  which  I, 
on  my  part,  shall  endeavor  to  imitate.  But  1  fear,  not- 
withstanding this  favoraSIe  indication  in  so  influential  a 
quarter,  the  very  magnitude  of  the  evil  (too  great  to  be  ' 
concealed)  will  but  serve  to  perpetuate  it.  So  great 
and  various  are  the  interests  enlisted  in  its  favor,  that  I 
greatly  fear  that  all  the  effbrts  of  the  wise  and  patriotic 
to  arrest  it  will  prove  unavailing.  At  the  head  of  these 
stand  the  depository  banks  themselves,  with  their  nu- 
merous stockholders  and  officers;  with  their  $40,000,000 
of  capital,  and  an  equal  amount  of  public  deposites,  as- 
sociated into  one  great  combination  extending  over  the 
whole  Union,under  the  influence  and  control  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department.  The  whole  weight  of  this  miglity  com- 
bination,  so  deeply  interested  in  the  continuance  of  the 
present  state  of  things,  is  opposed  to  any  change.  To 
this  powerful  combination  must  be  added  the  numer- 
ous and  influential  body  who  are  dependant  on  banks 
to  meet  their  engagements,  and  who,  whatever  may  be 
their  political  opinions,  must  be  alarmed  at  any  change 
which  may  limit  their  discounts  and  accommodation. 
Then  come  the  stock-jobbers,  a  growing  and  formidsble 
class, who  live  by  raising  and  depressing  stocks,  and  who 
behold  in  the  present  state  of  things  the  most  favorable 
opportunity  of  carrying  on  their  dangerous  and  corrupt- 
ing pursuits.  With  the  control  which  the  Secretsry  of 
the  Treasury  has  over  the  banks  of  deposite,  through 
transfer  warrants,  with  the  power  of  withdrawing  the 
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deposites  at  pleasure,  he  may,  whenever  he  chooses, 
raise  and  Heprets  the  stock  of  any  bank;  and,  if  disposed 
to  use  this  tremendous  power  for  corrupt  purposes, 
may  make  the  fortunes  of  the  initiated,  and  overwhelm 
in  sudden  ruin  those  not  in  the  secret.  To  the  stock • 
jobbers  must  be  added  speculators  of  every  hue  and 
form;  and.  in  particular,  the  speculators  in  public  landu, 
who,  by  the  use  of  the  public  funds,  are  rapidly  divest- 
ing the  people  of  the  noble  patrimony  left  by  our  an- 
cestors in  the  public  domain,  by  givinfj^  in  exchangee 
what  may  in  the  end  prove  to  be  broken  credit  and 
worthless  ra^s.  To  these  we  must  add  the  artful  and 
crafty  politicians  who  wield  this  mighty  combination  of 
Interests  for  political  purposes.  1  am  anxious  to  avoid 
mingling  party  politics  in  this  discussion;  and  that  I  may 
not  even  seem  to  do  so,  I  shall  not  attempt  to  exhibit, 
In  all  its  details,  tlie  fearful,  and,  I  was  about  to  add, 
the  overwhelming  power  which  the  present  state  of 
things  places  in  the  hands  of  those  who  have  control  of 
the  Government,  and  which,  if  it  be  not  wielded  to 
overthrow  our  institutions  and  destroy  all  responsibility, 
must  be  attributed  to  their  want  of  inclination,  and  not 
to  their  want  of  means. 

Such  is  the  power  and  influence  interested  to  con- 
tinue the  public  money  where  it  is  now  deposited.  To 
these  there  are  opposed  the  honest,  virtuous,  and  pa- 
triotic, of  every  party,  who  behold  in  the  continuance  of 
the  present  state  of  things  almost  certain  convulsion  and 
overthrow  of  our  liberty.  There  would  be  found  on 
the  same  side  the  great  mass  of  the  industrious  and  la- 
boring portion  of  the  community,  whose  hard  earnings 
are  extracted  from  them  without  their  knowledge,  were 
it  not  that  what  is  improperly  taken  from  them  is  suc- 
cessftilly  used  as  the  means  of  deceiving  and  controlling 
them.  If  such  were  not  the  case — if  those  who  work* 
could  see  how  those  who  profit  are  enriched  at  their 
expense — the  present  state  of  things  would  not  be  en- 
dured for  a  moment;  but,  as  it  is,  I  fear  that  from  mis- 
conception, and  consequent  want  of  union  and  co-opera- 
tion, thingfs  may  continue  as  they  are,  till  it  will  be  too 
late  to  apply  a  remedy.  I  trust,  however,  that  such  will 
not  be  the  fact;  that  the  people  will  be  roused  from 
their  false  security,  and  that  Congress  will  refuse  to  ad- 
journ till  an  efficient  remedy  is  applied.  In  this  hope  I 
recur  to  the  inquiry,  what  shall  that  remedy  be'  Shall 
we  adopt  the  measure  recommended  by  the  Senator 
from  New  York,  which,  as  has  been  stated,  proposes  to 
authorize  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund  to  as- 
certain the  probable  income  of  each  quarter,  and,  if 
there  should  be  a  probable  excess  above  $5,000,000,  to 
vest  the  surplus  in  the  purchase  of  State  stocks;  but,  if 
there  should  be  a  deficiency,  to  sell  so  much  of  the 
stock  previously  purchased  as  would  make  up  the  differ- 
ence. 

'  I  regret  that  the  Senator  has  not  furnished  a  statement 
of  facts  sufficiently  full  to  enable  us  to  form  an  opinion 
of  what  will  be  the  practical  operation  of  his  sclieme. 
He  has  omitted,  for  instance,  to  state  what  is  the  aggre- 
gate amount  of  stocks*!ssued  by  the  several  States — a 
fact  indispensable  in  order  to  ascertain  how  the  price  of 
the  stocks  would  be  affected  by  the  application  of  the 
surplus  to  their  purchase.  All  who  are  in  the  least  fa- 
miliar with  subjects  of  this  kind,  must  know  that  the 
price  of  stock  rises  proportionably  with  the  amount  of 
the  sum  applied  to  their  purchase.  I  have  already  shown 
that  the  probable  surplus  at  the  end  of  this  year,  not- 
withstanding the  extravagance  of  the  appropriations, 
will  be  between  thirty  and  thirty-five  millions;  and  be- 
fore we  can  decide  understandingly  whether  this  great 
sum  can  with  propriety  be  applied  as  the  Senator  pro- 
poses, we  should  know  whether  the  amount  of  State 
stocks  be  sufficient  to  absorb  it,  without  raising  their 
price  extravagantly  high. 


The  Senator  should  also  have  informed  as,  not  only  &s 
to  the  amount  of  the  stock,  but  how  it  is  distributed 
among  the  States,  in  order  to  enable  us  to  determine 
whether  his  scheme  would  operate  equally  betveen 
them.  In  the  absence  of  correct  information  on  both  cf 
these  points,  we  are  compelled  to  use  such  as  ve  ou)' 
possess,  however  defective  and  uncertain.  In  order  lo 
make  up  our  mind  on  his  amendment. 

We  all  know,  then,  that  while  several  of  the  Stites 
have  no  stocks,  and  many  a  very  inconsiderable  amount, 
three  of  the  large  States  (Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  and  New 
York)  have  a  very  large  amount,  not  less  in  the  aggre- 
gate, if  r  am  correctly  informed,  than  thirty-five  or  forty 
millions.  What  amount  is  held  by  the  rest  of  the  States 
is  uncertain;  but  I  suppose  that  it  may  be  asfely  assumevi 
that,  taking  the  whole,  It  is  less  than  that  held  by  thov 
States.  With  these  facts,  it  cannot  be  doubted  Hut  ihe 
application  of  the  surplus,  as  proposed  to  be  applied  by 
the  Senator,  would  be  exceedingly  unequal  among  the 
States,  and  that  the  advantage  of  the  application  wouU 
mainly  accrue  to  these  three  States.  To  meet  these  ob- 
jections, the  Senator,  while  he  does  not  deny  that  th^ 
application  of  the  surplus  will  greatly  raise  the  price  of 
stocks,  insists  that  the  States  issuing  them  will  not  derire 
any  benefit  from  the  advance,  and  consequently  hare  no 
interest  in  the  question  of  the  application  of  the  surplus 
to  their  purchase. 

If  by  States  he  means  the  Government  of  the  State<, 
the  view  of  the  Senator  may  be  correct.  They  may,  « 
he  says,  have  but  little  interest  in  the  market  value  of 
their  stocks,  as  they  must  be  redeemed  by  the  same 
amount,  whether  that  be  high  or  low.  But  if  we  take 
a  more  enlarged  view,  and  comprehend  the  people  cf 
the  State,  as  well  as  the  Government,  the  argument  en- 
tirely fails.  The  Senator  will  hot  deny  that  the  holden 
have  a  deep  interest  in  the  application  of  so  large  a  stini 
as  the  present  surplus  in  the  purchase  of  their  stoct«. 
He  will  not  deny  that  such  application  must  greHtiy 
advance  the  price;  and,  of  course,  in  determining  whe- 
ther the  States  having  stocks  will  be  benefited  by  appW- 
ing  the  surplus  as  he  proposes,  we  must  first  ascertain 
who  are  the  holders.  Where  do  they  reside  f  Arc  they 
foreigners  residing  abroad^  If  so,  would  it  be  wise  to 
apply  the  public  money  so  as  to  advance  the  interests  of 
foreigners,  to  whom  the  States  are  under  no  obi(gBt!o:i. 
but  honestly  to  pay  them  the  debts  which  they  have 
contracted?  But  if  not  held  by  foreigners,  are  they  hclJ 
by  citizens  of  such  States?  If  such  be  the  fact,  will  the 
Senator  deny  that  those  States  will  be  deeply  interested 
in  the  application  of  the  si|fplus  as  proposed  in  his 
amendment,  when  the  effects  of  such  application  mu^t 
be,  as  is  conceded  on  all  sides,  greatly  to  enhance  the 
price  of  the  stocks,  and  coryieqiiently  to  increase  the 
wealth  of  their  citizens?  Let  us  suppose  that,  instead 
of  purchasing  the  stocks  of  the  States  in  which  his  con* 
stituents  are  interested,  the  Senator's  amendment  had 
proposed  to  apply  the  present  enormous  surplus  lo  the 
purchase  of  cotton  or  slaves,  in  which  the  constituents 
of  the  southern  Senators  are  interested:  would  any  one 
doubt  that  the  cotton-growing  or  slave-holding  States 
would  have  a  deep  interest  in  the  question?  It  will  not 
be  denied  that,  if  so  applied,  their  price  wouW  be  great- 
ly advanced,  and  the  wealth  of  their  citizens  proportion- 
ably  increased.  Precisely  the  same  effitct  would  result 
from  the  application  to  the  purchase  of  stocks,  with  like 
benefits  to  the  citizens  of  the  States  which  have  issued 
large  amounts  of  stock.  The  principle  is  the  s.ime  in 
both  cases. 

But  there  is  another  view  of  the  subject  which  de- 
mands most  serious  consideration.  Assuming,  whiit  will 
not  be  questioned,  that  the  application  of  the  surplus,  s) 
proposed  by  the  amendment,  will  be  very  unequal  among 
the  States,  some  having  little  or  none,  and  others  %  brge 
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imount  of  stocks,  the  result  would  necessarily  be  to  cre- 
ate, in  effect,  the  relation  ofdebtor  and  creditor  between 
the  States.  The  States,  whose  stocks  might  be  purchased 
by  the  coiDmissioners,  would  become  the  debtors  of  the 
Government;  and  as  the  Government  would,  in  fact,  be 
but  the  agent  between  them  and  the  other  States,  the 
latter  would,  in  reality,  be  their  creditors.  This  relation 
between  them  could  not  fail  to  be  productive  of  impor- 
tant political  consequences,  which  would  influence  all  the 
operations  of  the  Government.  It  would,  in  particular, 
have  a  powerful  bearing  upon  the  Presidential  election; 
the  debtor  and  creditor  States  each  striving  to  give  such 
a  result  to  the  elections  as  might  be  favorable  to  their 
respective  interests;  the  one  to  exact,  and  the  other  to 
exempt  themselves  from  the  payment  of  the  debt.  Sup- 
posing the  three  great  States  to  which  I  have  referred, 
whose  united  influence  would  have  so  decided  a  control, 
to  be  the  principal  debtor  States  (as  would,  in  all  proba- 
bility, be  the  fact)  it  is  easy  to  see  that  the  result  would 
be,  finally,  the  release  of  the  debt,  and  consequently  a 
correspondent  loss  to  the  creditor,  and  gain  to  the  debt- 
or States. 

But  there  is  another  view  of  the  subject  still  more 
deserving,  if  possible,  of  attention,  than  either  of  those 
which  have  been  presented.     It  is  impossible  not  to  see, 
after  what  has  been  said,  that  the  power  proposed  to  be 
conferred  by  the  amendment  of  the  Senator,  of  applying 
the  surplus  in  buying  and  selling  the  stocks  of  the 
Stales,  is  one  of  great  extent,  and  calculated  to  have 
powerful  influence,  not  only  on  a  large  body  of  the  most 
wealthy  and  influential  citizens  of  the  States  which  have 
issued  stocks,  but  on  the  States  themselves^     The  next 
question  is,  in  whom  is  the  exercise  of  this  power  to  be 
vested.'     Where  shall  we  And  individuals  sufliciently  de- 
tached from  the  politics  of  the  day,  and  whose  virtue, 
patriotism,   disinterestedness,   and    firmness,   can   raise 
them  so  far  above  political  and  sinister  motives,  as  to 
exercise  powers  so  high  and  influential,  exclusively  fur 
the  public  good,  without  any  view  to  personal  or  politi- 
cal aggrandizement?    Who  has  the  amendment  selected 
as  standing  aloof  from  politics,  and  possessing  these  high 
qualifications?     liVbo  are  the  present  commissioners  of 
the  sinking  fund,  to  whom  this  high  and   responsible 
trust  is  to  be  conflded?    At  the  head  stands  the  Vice 
President  of  the  United  SUtes,  with  whom  the  Chief 
Justice  of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary  of  State,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Attorney  General, 
sre  associated;  all  party  men,  deeply  interested  in  the 
maintenance  of  power  in  the  present  hands,  and  having 
the  strongest  motives  to  apply  the  vast  power  which  the 
amendment  would  confer  upon  them,  should  it  become 
a  law,  to  party  purposes.     I  do  not  say  it  would  be  so 
applied;  but  I  must  ask,  would  it  be  prudent,  would  it 
i>e  wise,  would  it  be  seemly,  to  vest  such  great  and 
dangerous  powers  in  those  who  have  so  strong  a  motive 
to  abuse  them,  and  who,  if  they  should  have  elevation  and 
virtue  enough  to  resist  the  temptation,  would  still  be 
suspected  of  having  used  the  power  for  sinister  and 
corrupt  purposes?    1  am  persuaded  that,  in  drawing 
the  amendment,    the    Senator  from   New  York    has, 
without  due  reflection  on   the  impro|)riety  of  vesting 
the  power  where  he  proposes,  inadvertently  inserted 
tile  provision  which  he  has;  and  that,  on  review,   he 
will  concur  with  me,  that,  should  his  amendment  be 
sdopted,  the  power  ought  to  be  vested  in  others,  less 
exposed  to  temptation,  and  consequently  less  exposed 
to  suspicion, 

I  have  now  stated  the  leading  objections  to  the  several 
modes  of  disposing  of  the  surplus  revenue,  which  1  pro- 
pose to  consider;  and  the  question  again  recurs.  What 
^hall  be  done  witli  the  surplus?  The  Senate  is  not  un- 
informed of  my  opinion  on  this  important  subject.  Fore- 
seeing that  there  would  be  a  large  surplus,  and  the  mia- 


chievouB  consequences  that  must  follow,  I  moved,  during 
the  last  session,  for  a  select  committee,  which,  among 
other  measures,  reported  a  resolution  so  to  amend  the  con- 
stitution as  to  authorize  a  temporary  distribution  of  the 
surplus  among  the  States;  but  so  many  doubted  whether 
there  would  be  a  surplus  at  the  time,  that  it  rendered 
all  prospect  of  carrying  the  resolution  hopeless.  My 
opinion  still  remains  unchanged,  that  the  measure  then 
proposed  was  the  best;  but  so  rapid  has  been  the  accu- 
mulation of  the  surplus,  even  beyond  my  calculation, 
and  so  pressing  the  danger,  that  what  would  have  been 
then  an  efflcient  remedy,  would  now  be  too  tardy  to 
meet  the  danger;  and,  of  course,  another  remedy  must  be 
devised  more  speedy  in  its  action. 

After  bestowing  on  "the  subject  the  most  deliberate 
attention,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  is  no 
other  so  safe,  so  efflcient,  and  so  free  from  objections,  as 
the  one  1  have  proposed — of  depositing  the  surplus  that 
may  remain  at  the  termination  of  the  year  in  the  treasuries 
of  the  several  States,  in  the  manner  provided  for  in  the 
amendment.  But  the  Senator  from  New  York  objects 
to  tlte  measure,  that  it  would,  in  effect,  amount  to  a  dis- 
tribution, on  the  ground,  as  he  conceives,  that  the  States 
would  never  refund.  He  does  not  doubt  but  that  they 
would,  if  called  on  to  refund  by  the  Government;  but 
he  says  that  Congress  will  in  fact  never  make  the  call. 
He  rests  this  conclusion  on  the  supposition  that  there 
would  be  a  majority  of  the  States  opposed  to  it.  He 
admits,  in  case,  the  revenue  should  become  deficient, 
that  the  southern  or  staple  States  would  prefer  to  re- 
fund their  quota,  rather  than  to  raise  the  imposts 
to  meet  the  deficit;  but  he  insists  that  the  contrary 
would  be  the  case  with  the  manufacturing  States, 
which  would  prefer  to  increase  the  imposts  to  refunding 
their  quota,  on  the  ground  that  the  increase  of  the  duties 
would  promote  the  interests  of  manufactures.  I  cannot 
agree  with  the  Senator  that  those  States  would  assume  a 
position  so  utterly  untenable  as  to  refuse  to  refund  a  de- 
posite  which  their  faith  would  be  plighted*  to  return,  and 
rest  the  refusul  on  the  ground  of  pi^ferrinf  to  lay  a  tax, 
because  it  would  be  a  bounty  to  them,  and  would  conse- 
quently throw  the  whole  burden  of  the  tax  on  the  other 
-States.  But,  be  this  as  it  may,  I  can  tell  the  Senator 
that,  if  they  should  take  a  course  so  unjust  and  mon- 
strous, he  may  be  assured  that  the  other  States  would 
most  unquestionably  resist  the  increase  of  the  imposts; 
so  that  the  Government  would  have  to  take  its  choice, 
either  to  go  without  the  money,  or  call  on  the  States  to 
refund  the  deposites.  But  I  so  far  agree  with  the  Sena- 
tor as  to  believe  that  Congress  would  be  very  reluctant 
tn  make  the  call;  that  it  would  not  make  it  till,  from  the 
wants  of  the  Treasury,  it  should  become  absolutely  ne- 
cessary; and  that,  in  order  to  avoid  such  necessity,  it 
would  resort  to  a  just  and  proper  economy  in  the  public 
expenditures  as  the  preferable  alternative.  I  see  in  this, 
however,  much  good  itistead  of  evil.  The  Government 
has  long  since  departed  from  habits  of  economy,  and 
has  fallen  into  a  profusion,  a  waste,  and  an  extravagance 
in  its  disbursements,  rarely  equalled  by  any  free  State, 
and  which  threatens  the  most  disastrous  consequences. 

But  1  am  happy  to  think  that  the  ground  on  which 
the  objection  of  the  Senator  stands  may  be  removed, 
without  materially  impairing  the  provisions  of  the 
bill.  It  will  require  but  the  addition  of  a  few  words 
to  remove  it,  by  giving  to  the  deposites  all  the 
advantages,  without  the  objections  which  he  proposes  by 
his  plan.  It  will  be  easy  to  provide  that  the  States  shall 
authorize  the  proper  officers  to  give  negotiable  certifi- 
cates of  deposite,  which  shall  not  bear  interest  till  de- 
manded, when  they  shall  bear  the  usual  rates  till  paid. 
Such  certificates  would  be,  in  fact.  State  jtocks,  every 
way  similar  to  that  in  which  the  Senator  proposes  to  vest 
the  surplus,  but  with  this  striking  superiority:  that,  in- 
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steftd  of  beingf  partial,  and  limtted  to  a  few  States,  they 
would  be  fairly  and  justly  apportioned  among  the  sev- 
eral States.  They  would  have  another  striking  advan- 
tage over  his.  They  would  create  among  all  the  members 
of  the  confederacy  reciprocally  the  relation  of  debtor 
and  creditor,  in  proportion  to  their  relative  weight  in 
the  Union;  which,  in  effect,  would  leave  them  in  their 
present  relation,  and  would  of  course  avoid  the  danger 
that  would  result  from  his  plan,  which,  as  has  been  shown, 
would  necessarily  make  a  pari  of  the  States  debtors  to 
the  resty  with  all  the  danger  resulting  from  such  relation. 

The  next  objection  of  the  Senator  is  to  the  ratio  of 
distribution,  proposed  in  the  bill,  among  the  States, 
which  he  pronounces  to  be  unequal,  if  not  unconstitu- 
tional. He  insibts  that  the  true  principle  would  be  to 
distribute  the  surplus  among  the  States  in  proportion  to 
the  representation  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
without  including  the  Senators,  as  is  proposed  in  the 
bill;  for  which  he  relies  on  the  fact,  that,  by  the  consti- 
tution, representation  and  taxation  are  to  be  apportioned 
in  the  same  manner  among  the  States. 

The  Senate  will  see  that  the  effect  of  adopting  the  ra- 
tio supported  by  the  Senator  would  be  to  favor  the  large 
States,  while  tiiat  in  the  bill  will  be  more  favorable  to 
the  small. 

The  State  I  in  part  represent  occupies  a  neutral  posi- 
tion between  the  two.  She  cannot  be  considered  cither 
a  large  or  a  small  State,  forming,  as  she  does,  one 
twenty -fourth  part  of  the  Union,  and  of  course  it  is  the 
same  to  her  whichever  ratio  may  be  adopted.  But  1 
prefer  the  one  contained  in  my  amendment,  on  the 
ground  that  it  represents  the  relative  weight  of  the 
States  in  the  Government.  It  is  the  weight  assigned  to 
them  in  the  choice  of  tlie  President  and  Vice  President 
in  the  electoral  college,  and,  of  course,  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  laws,  it  is  also  that  assigned  to  them  in 
the  making  of  the  laws  by  the  action  of  the  two  Houses, 
and  corresponds  very  nearly  to  their  weight  in  the  judicial 
department  of  ihc  Government;  the  juJges  being  nomi- 
nated by  the  President  and  confirmed  by  the  Senate. 
In  addition,  I  was  influenced  in  selecting  the  ratio  by 
the  belief  that  it  was  a  wise  and  magnanimous  course,  in 
case  of  doubt,  to  favor  the  weaker  members  of  the  con- 
federacy. The  larger  can  always  take  care  of  tltem- 
st-lves,  and,  to  avoid  jealousy  and  improper  feelings, 
ought  to  act  liberally  towards  the  weaker  members  of 
tiie  9onfcdcracy.  To  which  may  be  added,  that  I  am 
of  the  impression  that,  even  on  the  principle  assumed 
by  the  Senator,  tliat  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  ought 
to  be  apportioned  ou  the  ratio  with  direct  taxation, 
(which  may  be  well  doubted,)  th»  ratio  which  I  support 
would  conform  in  practice  more  nearly  to  the  principle 
than  that  which  he  supports.  It  is  a  fact  not  generally 
known,  that  representation  in  the  other  House,  and 
direct  taxes,  should  they  be  laid,  would  be  very  far  from 
being  equal,  although  the  constitution  provides  that 
they  should  be.  The  inequality  would  result  from  the 
mode  of  apportioning  the  Representatives.  Instead  of 
appoiiioning  them  among  the  States,  as  near  as  may  be, 
as  directed  by  the  constitution,  an  artificial  mode  of  dis- 
tribution has  been  adopted,  which  in  its  effects  gives  to 
the  large  States  a  greater  number,  and  to  the  small  a 
le&s,  than  that  to  which  they  are  entitled.  I  would  refer 
those  who  may  desire  to  understand  how  this  inequality 
is  effected,  to  the  discussion  in  this  body  on  the  appor- 
tionment bill,  under  the  last  census.  So  great  is  tliis 
inequality,  that,  were  a  direct  tax  to  be  laid.  New  York, 
for  instance,  would  have  at  least  three  members  more 
than  her  apportionment  of  the  tax  would  require.  The 
ratio  which  I  have  proposed  would,  I  admit,  produce  as 
great  an  inequality  in  favor  of  some  of  the  small  States, 
particularly  the  old,  whose  population  is  nearly  station- 
ary; but|  among  the  new  and  growing  members  of  the 


confederacy,  which  constitute  the  greater  portion  of  the 
small  States,  it  would  not  give  them  a  lareer  share  of 
the  deposites  than  what  tliey  would  l>e  entitled  to  on  the 
principle  of  direct  taxes.  But  the  objection  of  tbe 
Senator  to  the  ratio  of  distribution,  like  his  objection  to 
the  condition  on  which  the  bill  proposes  to  mske  it,  is  a 
matter  of  small  comparative  consequence.  I  am  pre* 
pared,  in  the  spirit  of  concession,  to  adopt  either,  as  one 
or  the  other  may  be  more  acceptable  to  tbe  Senate. 

It  now  remains  to  compare  the  disposition  of  tbe  sur- 
plus proposed  in  the  bill  with  the  others  I  have  discuss- 
ed; and,  unless  I  am  greatly  deceived,  it  possesses  greit 
advantages  over  them.  Compared  with  the  scheme  of 
expending  the  surplus  its  advantage  is,  that  it  vouid 
avoid  the  extravagance  and  waste  which  most  result 
from  suddenly  more  than  quadrupling  the  expenditures, 
without  a  corresponding  organization  in  the  disbursinj^ 
department  of  the  Government  to  enforce  economy  and 
responsibility.  It  would  also  avoid  the  diversion  of  so 
large  a  portion  of  the  industry  of  the  country  from  iti 
present  useful  direction  to  unproductive  objects,  with 
heavy  loss  to  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  the  coiintrf, 
as  has  been  shown;  while  it  would,  at  the  same  time, 
avoid  the  increase  of  the  patronage  and  influence  of  the 
Government,  with  all  their  corruption  and  danger  to  (lie 
liberty  and  institutions  of  the  country.  But  its  advan- 
tages would  not  be  limited  simply  to  avoiding  the  erti 
of  extravagant  and  useless  disbursements.  It  would 
confer  positive  benefits,  by  enabling  the  States  to  di>< 
charge  their  debts,  and  complete  a  system  of  intcrn&i 
improvements  by  railroads  and  canals  which  would  not 
only  greatly  strengthen  the  bonds  of  the  confedtracy, 
but  increase  its  power,  by  augmenting  infinitely  our 
resources  and  prosperity. 

I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  compare  the  d's]*osi>i)n 
of  the  surplus  which  is  proposed  in  the  bill  with  Ik 
dangerous,  and,  I  must  say,  wicked  scheme  of  leaving 
the  public  funds  where  they  arc,  in  the  banks  of  de- 
posite,  to  be  loaned  out  by  those  institutions  to  specula- 
tors and  partisans,  without  authority  or  control  of  U«- 

Compared  with  the  plan  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
New  York,  it  is  sufficient,  to  prove  its  superiorily,  to 
say  that,  while  it  avoids  all  of  the  objections  to  which  his 
is  liable,  it  at  the  same  time  possesses  alt  the  advsntagr5, 
with  others  peculiar  to  itself.  Among  these,  one  ui  (he 
most  prominent  is,  that  it  provides  the  only  efficient 
remedy  for  the  deep-seated  disease  which  now  afflicts 
the  body  politic,  and  which  threatens  to  terfnitule  SJ 
fatally,  unless  it  be  speedily  and  effectually  arrested. 

All  who  have  reflected  on  the  nature  of  our  complex 
system  of  government,  and  the  dangers  to  which  it  is 
exposed,  have  seen  that  it  is  susceptible,  from  its  struc- 
ture, to  two  dangers  of  opposite  character:  one  threaten- 
ing consolidation,  and  the  other  anai*chy  and  dissolution. 
From  the  beginning  of  the  Government  we  fiiul  a  difler- 
ence  of  opinion  among  the  wise  and  patriotic,  as  to  which 
the  Government  was  most  exposed;  one  party  believing 
that  the  danger  was  that  the  Government  would  absorb 
the  reserved  powers  of  the  States,  and  terminate  in 
consolidation;  wl)ile  the  other  were  eqiully  confident 
that  the  States  would  absorb  the  powers  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  system  end  in  anarchy  and  di&sohition. 
It  was  this  diversity  of  opinion  which  gave  birth  to  the 
two  great,  honest,  and  patriotic  parties  which  to  long: 
divided  the  community,  and  to  the  many  political  con- 
flicts which  so  long  agitated  the  country.  Time  !>« 
decided  the  controversy.  We  are  no  longer  left  to  doubt 
that  the  danger  is  on  the  side  of  this  Government,  aod 
that,  if  not  arrested,  the  system  must  terminate  in  an 
entire  absorption  of  the  powers  of  the  States. 

Looking  back,  with  the  light  which  experience  hi* 
furnished,  we  now  clearly  see  that  both  of  the  parties 
took  a  false  view  of  the  operation  of  the  system*    1^ 
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was  admitted  by  both  that  there  would  be  a  conflict  for 
power  between  the  Government  and  the  States,  arising 
from  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  those  who,  for  the  time 
beinfif,  exercised  the  powers  of  the  Government,  and 
the  States,  to  cnlarg'e  their  respective  powers  at  the  ex- 
pense of  each  other,  and  which  would  induce  each  to 
watch  the  other  witli  incessant  vigilance.  Had  such 
proved  to  be  the  fact,  I  readily  concede  that  the  result 
would  have  been  the  opposite  to  what  has  occurred, 
and  the  Republican,  and  not  the  Federal  party*  would 
have  been  mistaken  as  to  the  tendency  of  the  system. 
But  so  far  from  this  jealousy,  experience  has  shown  that 
In  the  operation  of  the  system  a  majority  of  the  States 
have  acted  in  concert  with  the  Government  at  all  times, 
except  upon  the  eve  of  a  political  revolution,  when  one 
party  was  about  to  go  out,  to  make  room  for  the  other 
to  come  in;  and  we  now  clearly  see  that  this  has  not 
been  the  result  of  accident,  but  that  the  habitual  opera- 
tion must  necessarily  be  so.  The  misconception  result- 
ed from  overlooking  the  fact,  that  the  Government  is 
but  an  agent  of  the  States,  and  that  the  dominant  ma- 
jority of  the  Union,  which  elect  and  control  a  majority 
of  the  State  Legislatures,  would  also  elect  those  who 
would  control  this  Government,  whether  that  majority 
rested  on.  sectional  interests,  on  patronage  and  influence, 
or  whatever  basis  it  might;  and  that  they  would  use  the 
power  both  ol  the  general  and  State  Governments 
jointly,  for  aggrandizement  and  the  perpetuation  of  their 
power.  Regarded  in  this  light,  it  is  not  at  all  surprising 
that  the  tendency  of  the  system  is  such  as  it  has  provea 
itself  to  be,  and  which  any  intelligent  observer  now  sees 
niust  necessarily  terminate  in  a  central,  absolute,  irre- 
sponsible, and  despotic  power.  It  is  this  futal  ten- 
dency that  the  measure  proposed  in  the  bill  is  calcula- 
ted to  counteract,  and  which  1  believe  would  prove  ef- 
fective if  now  applied.  It  would  place  the  States  in 
the  relation  in  which  it  was  universally  believed  they 
would  stand  to  this  Government  at  the  time  of  its  forma- 
tion, and  make  them  those  jealous  and  vigilant  guardians 
^f  its  actions  on  all  measures  touching  the  disburse- 
ments and  expenditure  of  the  Government,  and  which 
it  was  confidently  believed  they  would  be,  which  would 
itrrest  the  fatal  tendency  to  the  concentration  of  the  en- 
tire power  of  the  system  in  this  Government,  if  any 
power  on  earth  can. 

But  it  is  objected  tliat  the  remedy  would  be  too  pow- 
erful, and  would  produce  an  opposite  and  equally  dan- 
gerous tendency.  I  coincide  that  such  would  be  the 
danger,  if  permanently  applied;  and  under  that  impres- 
»on,  and  believing  that  the  present  excess  of  revenue 
*ould  not  continue  longer,  I  have  limited  the  measure 
to  the  duration  of  the  compromise  act.  Thus  limited. 
It  H ill  act  sufficiently  long,  I  trust,  to  eradicate  the  pres- 
ent disease,  without  superinducing  one  of  an  opposite 
character. 

But  the  plan  proposed  is  supported  by  Its  justice,  as 
^^11  ss  these  high  considerations  of  political  expedien- 
cy* The  surplus  money  in  the  Treasury  is  not  ours. 
It  properly  belongs  to  those  who  made  it,  from  whom  it 
has  been  unjustly  taken.  I  hold  it  an  unquestionable 
principle,  that  the  Government  has  no  right  to  take  a 
5^ni  from  the  people  beyond  >yhat  is  necessary  to  meet 
Its  legitimate  and  constitutional  wants.  To  take  more 
jntcntioiially,  would  be  robbery;  and  if  the  Government 
'»as  not  incurred  the  guilt  In  the  present  case,  its  ex- 
enipiion  can  only  be  found  in  its  folly — the  folly  of  not 
seeing  and  guarding  against  a  vast  excess  of  revenue, 
^'»ch  the  most  ordinary  understanding  ought  to  have 
foreseen  and  prevented.  If  it  were  in  our  power — if 
^^e  could  ascertain  from  whom  the  vast  amount  now  in 
the  I'reasury  was  improperly  taken,  justice  would  de- 
njand  that  it  should  be  returned  to  its  lawful  owners, 
l^^t  as  that  is  impossible,  the  measure  next  best,  as  ap- 
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proaching  nearest  to  restitution,  is  that  which  is  pro- 
posed — to  depo^ite  it  in  the  treasuries  of  the  several 
States,  which  will  place  it  under  the  disposition  of  the 
immediate  representatives  of  the  people,  to  be  used  by 
them  as  they  may  think  flt,  till  the  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment may  require  its  return. 

But  it  is  objected  that  such  a  disposition  would  be  a 
bribe  to  the  people.  A  bribe  to  the  people!  to  return 
it  to  those  to  whom  it  justly  belongs,  arid  from  whose 
pockets  it  should  never  have  been  taken.  A  bribe!  to 
place  it  in  the  charge  of  those  who  are  the  immediate 
representatives  of  those  from  whom  we  derive  our  au- 
thority, and  who  may  employ  it  so  much  more  usefully 
than  we  can.  Rut  what  is  to'  be  done?  If  not  returned 
to  the  people,  it  must  go  somehow;  and  is  there  no  dan- 
ger of  bribing  those  to  whom  it  may  go?  If  we  dis- 
burse it,  is  there  no  danger  of  bribing  the  thousands  of 
agents,  contractors,  and  jobbers,  through  whose  hands 
it  must  pass,  and  in  whose  pockets,  and  those  of  their 
associates,  so  large  a  part  would  be  deposited?  If,  to 
avoid  this,  we  leave  it  where  it  is — in  the  banks — is  there 
no  danger  of  bribing  the  banks  in  whose  custody  it  is, 
with  their  various  dependants,  and  the  numerous  swarms 
of  speculators  which  hover  about  them  in  hopes  of  par- 
ticipating in  the  spoil?  Is  there  no  danger  of  bribing 
the  political  managers,  who,  through  the  deposites, 
have  the  control  of  these  banks,  and,  oy  them,  of  their 
dependants  and  the  hungry  and  voracious  hosts  of  spec- 
ulators who  have  overspread  and  are  devouring  the 
land?  Yes,  literally  devouring  the  land.  Finally,  if  it 
should  be  vested  as  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  New 
York,  is  there  no  danger  of  bribing  the  holders  of  State 
stocks,  and,  through  them,  the  States  which  have  issued 
them?  Are  the  agents,  the  jobbers,  and  contractors; 
are  the  directors  and  stockholders  of  the  banks;  are  the 
speculators  and  stock-jobbers;  are  the  political  managers 
and  holders  of  State  securities,  the  only  honest  portion 
of  the  community?  Are  they  alone  incapable  of  being 
bribed?  And  are  the  people  the  least  honest,  and  most 
liable  to  be  bribed?  Is  this  the  creed  of  those  now  in 
power?  of  those  who  profess  to  be  the  friends  of  the 
people,  and  to  place  implicit  confidence  in  their  virtue 
and  patriotism? 

^  have  now  (said  Mr.  C.)  stated  what,  in  my  opinion, 
ought  to  be  done  with  the  surplus.  Another  question 
still  remains— not  what  shall,  but  what  will,  be  done  with 
the  surplus?  With  a  few  remarks  on  this  question,  I 
shall  conclude  what  I  intended  to  say. 

There  was  a  time,  in  the  better  days  of  the  repub- 
lic, when  to  show  what  ought  to  be  done,  was  to  ensure 
the  adoption  of  the  measure.  Those  daya  have  passed 
away,  1  fear,  forever.  A  power  has  risen  up  m  the 
Government  greater  than  the  people  themselves,  con- 
sisting of  many  and  various  and  powerful  interests,  com- 
bined into  one  mass,  and  held  together  by  the  cohesive 
power  of  the  vast  surplus  in  the  banks.  This  mighty 
combination  will  be  opposed  to  any  change;  and  it  is  to 
be  feared  that  such  is  its  influence  that  no  measure  to 
which  it  is  opposed  can  become  a  law,  however  expedi- 
ent snd  necessary,  and  that  the  public  money  will  re- 
main in  their  possession,  to  be  disposed  of,  not  as  the 
public  interest,  but  as  theirs  may  dictate.  The  time, 
indeed,  seems  fast  approaching,  when  no  law  can  pass, 
nor  any  honor  be  conferred,  from  the  Chief  Magistrate, 
to  the  tide-waiter,  without  the  assent  of  this  powerful 
and  interested  combination,  which  is  steadily  becoming 
the  Government  itself,  to  the  utter  subversion  of  the  au- 
thority of  the  people.  Nay,  I  fear  we  are  in  the  midst 
of  it,  and  I  look  with  anxiety  to  the  fate  of  this  measure 
as  the  test  whether  we  are  or  not. 

If  nothing  should  be  done;  if  the  money,  which  justly 
belongs  to  the  people,  be  left  where  it  is,  with  the  many 
and  overwhelming  objections  to  it,  the  fact  will  prove 
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that  a  gretiX  and  radical  change  has  been  effected)  that  | 
the  Government  ia  subverted;  that  the  authority  of  the 
people  is  suppressed  by  a  union  of  the  banks  and  Exec- 
utive— a  union  a  hundred  times  more  dang^erous  than 
that  of  church  and  state,  against  which  the  constitution 
has  so  jealously  guarded.  It  would  be  the  announce- 
ment of  a  state  of  things,  from  which,  it  is  to  be  feared, 
there  can  be  no  recovery — a  state  of  boundless  corrup- 
tion, and  the  lowest  and  basest  subserviency.  It  seems 
to  be  the  order  of  Providence  that,  with  the  exception 
of  these,  a  people  may  recover  from  any  other  evil.  Pi- 
racy, robbery,  and  violence,  of  any  description,  may.  as 
history  proves,  be  followed  by  virtue,  patriotism,  and 
national  greatness;  but  where  is  the  example  to  be 
found,  of  a  degenerate,  corrupt,  and  subservient  peo- 
ple, who  have  ever  recovered  their  virtue  and  patriot- 
ism? Their  doom  has  ever  been  the  lowest  state  of 
wretchedness  and  misery;  scorned,  trodden  down,  and 
obliterated  forever  from  the  list  of  nations.  May  Hea- 
ven grant  that  such  may  never  be  our  doom! 

^hen  Mr.  Calhouk  sat  down — 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  congratulated  the  Senate  and  the 
country  upon  the  tone  and  spirit  in  which  this  debate 
had  commenced.  He  believed  that  a  general  disposi- 
tion prevailed,  on  all  sides,  to  surrender  mdividual  opin- 
ions as  far  as  they  could  be  surrendered  without  a  sac- 
rifice of  principle,  and  to  unite  upon  the  best  measure 
for  regulating  the  public  deposites.  From  this  disposi- 
tion, he  augured  the  most  happy  results;  especially  as 
the  Senators  from  New  York  and  South*'Carolina  [Messrs. 
Wbiort  and  Calhouh]  did  not  seem  to  differ  essen- 
tially in  regard  to  this  branch  of  the  subject. 

In  the  few  remarks  which  he  intended  to  make,  he 
would  follow  the  argument  of  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina.  This  would  enable  him  to  present  distinctly 
his  own  views  on  the  different  points  which  had  been 
made  by  that  genllettian. 

And,  first,  in  regard  to  the  payment  of  interest  by  the 
deposite  banks,  Mr.  B.  said  there  did  not  seem  to  be 
an^  essential  difference  between  the  two  gentlemen  on 
this  question.  It  was  very  clear  to  his  mind  that,  if 
Congress  should  adjourn  without  making  any  disposition 
of  the  surplus  revenue,  these  banks  ought  to  pay  a 
moderate  interest  for  the  greater  portion  of  the  public 
money  in  their  possession.  He  said  the  greater  portion, 
because  he  was  disposed  to  deal  fairly  towards  them, 
and  charge  them  no  interest,  except  on  sums  which  ex- 
ceeded a  fixed  amount.  He  was  disposed  to  give  them 
the  use  of  as  much  money,  without  interest,  as  would 
be  a  full  equivalent  for  the  services  which  they  were 
required  to  render  to  the  Government.  Beyond  this 
amount,  which  would  be  determined  by  the  Senate, 
with  a  just  reference  to  all  the  circumstances,  he  thought 
they  ought  to  pay  interest;  and  he  could  not  say  that 
two  per  cent,  per  annum,  as  proposed  by  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  was  unreasonable.  The  banks 
discounted  upon  these  deposites,  and  made  money  for 
their  stockholders  out  of  tliese  deposites;  it  was.  then, 
but  justice  to  our  constituents  to  charge  them  interest. 
It  would  be  unjust  towards  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  that  the  use  of  their  money  should  be  given  to 
the  stockholders  of  these  banks  as  a  mere  gratuity,  with- 
out any  compensation.  He  should  certainly  vote  to 
make  them  pay  something  for  the  use  of  this  money. 

In  regard  to  the  amount  which  each  of  these  banks 
should  be  entitled  to  hold,  without  interest,  be  thought 
the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  lia- 
ble to  well-founded  objections.  To  establish  as  a-uni- 
versal  rule  that  the  sum  of  fif^y  thousand  dollars  should  be 
thus  retained  by  each  of  them,  would  be.  in  his  opinion, 
unjust.  If  the  capital  of  the  bank  were  small,  say 
^100,000.  this  would  be  a  considerable  sum;  but  if  the 
capital  amounted  to  one  or  two  millions.  |50,000  would 


be  wholly  inadequate.  He  believed  that  a  member  of 
the  other  House  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  BmxT]  had, 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  proposed  to  apportion 
the  amount  of  deposites  which  should  not  bear  interest 
to  the  capitals  of  the  respective  banks.  He  was  under 
the  impression  that  this  would  be  a  fiurer  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding than  to  establish  a  fixed  sum  applicable  alike  to 
to  all  the  banks,  whether  their  capitals  were  great  cr 
•mall. 

Mr.  B.  said,  however,  that  the  question  of  interest 
might  sink  into  one  of  comparatively  Tittle  importsoee. 
if  the  surplus  in  the  Treasuiy  at  the  end  of  each  year, 
except  three  millions  of  dolbrs.  should  be  deposited 
with  the  several  States,  according  to  the  proposition  of 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  CALHorT,]orif.t 
should  be  invested  quarterly  in  State  stocks,  leaving  fire 
millions  of  dollars  in  the  Treasury,  in  pursuance  of  the 
amendment  which  had  been  offered  by  the  Senator 
firom  New  York,  [Mr.  Wbioht,]  the  adootlon  of  eiihe 
alternative  would,  in  a  great  degree,  dispose  of  (he 
question  of  interest.  The  banks,  in  either  case,  it  wu 
probable,  would  not  generally  have  more  money  on  de- 
posite than  would  .be  a  fair  and  Just  compensation  for 
the  services  which  they  perform.  It  waa  as  much  the 
interest  of  the  Government  as  their  interest  that  we 
should  not  drive  hard  and  unreasonable  bargains  with 
them. 

These  banks  were  at  present  in  a  most  awkward  and 
embarrassing  utuation  in  regard  to  the  public  deposites. 
They  had  vast  sums  of  public  money  in  their  possession, 
without  knowing  what  moment  they  might  be  csHed 
upon  to  pay  them.  They  were  awaiting^  the  action  of 
Congress;  and,  in  this  state  of  suspense,  they  could  not, 
with  a  proper  regard  to  their  own  safety,  discount 
largely  upon  these  deposites.  They  roust  always  be 
ready  to  meet  our  demands.  Hence  they  could  not  af- 
ford that  relief  to  the  community  which  they  would  be 
able  to  do  under  other  circumstances.  And  here  be 
would  take  occasion  to  say  that  he  believed  the  pubhc 
money  was  perfectly  secure  in  their  hands.  There  was 
not  the  least  cause  for  apprehension  on  this  account. 
He  thought  that  every  Senator  must  arrive  at  the  saine 
conclusion  who  would  take  the  trouble  to  examine  the 
statement  of  their  condition  nude  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  the  Senate  on  Monday  last. 

Mr.  B.  concurred  in  opinion  with  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  that  transfer  drafU  should  not  be  uied 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  except  for  the  pufpo* 
of  facilitating  the  public  disbursements.  Tbey  certain- 
ly ought  not  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  a 
bank  m  doubtful  circumstances  from  the  consequences 
of  its'own  imprudence.  Each  bank  owed  it  to  the  pub- 
lic to  take  care  of  itself,  and  never  to  place  itself  in  auch 
a  condition  as  to  require  the  money  or  the  Goveroment 
to  sustain  iU  credit.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
had  never  used  transfer  warrants  for  any  such  purpose; 
therefore  the  Senator's  proposition  could  havenope^ 
sonal  application  to  his  conduct.  He  saw  no  objection, 
however,  to  the  incorporation  of  this  prohibition  m  ttie 
bill.  It  would  give  fair  notice  to  all  the  banks  that  they 
must  rely  upon  themselves  to  sustain  their  own  credit, 
and  not  upon  any  aid  to  be  derived  from  the  public 
Treasury.  f 

He  would  say  but  little  in  regard  to  the  selection  oj 
deposite  banks,  the  third  point  made  by  the  Sewwf 
from  South  Carolina.  He  thought  that  a  plan  might  "* 
devised  which  would  be  decidedly  preferable  to  m 
proposed  by  either  the  Senator  from  New  York  or  tw 
Senator  from  South  Carolina.  On  this  subject  a  oiio- 
dle  course  might  be  adopted,  which,  whilst  it  would  en- 
sure a  proper  responsibility  from  the  head  of  tb<j  '^ 
Sartment  to  Congress,  should,  at  the  same  tiinei  le«^ 
im  such  a  discretion  as  the  public  interest  dtmm^- 
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He  could  not  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
olina in  limiting  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  the 
first  instance,  to  the  present  deposite  banks,  and  to 
tbem  alone,  as  his  bill  proposes.  Neither  did  he  be- 
lieve that  it  would  be  proper  to  confer  upon  that  officer 
the  unlimited  discretion  in  selecting  the  depositories  of 
the  public  money  which  seemed  to  be  sanctioned  by  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  New  York,  lie  was  not 
afraid  of  the  judicious  exercise  of  this  power;  but  still, 
as  a  general  rule,  as  little  discretion  ought  to  be  left  to 
executiYe  officers  as  was  consistent  with  the  public  in- 
terest. 

The  present  deposite  banks  had  faithfully,  he  believ- 
ed, performed  their  duty  to  the  country.  Their  con- 
duct bad  been  satisfactory  to  the  head  of  the  Treasury 
Department;  at  least,  he  had  never  heard  any  thing  to 
the  contrary.  He  would  suggest  that  the  bill  itself 
sfliould  continue  them  by  name  as  banks  of  deposite. 
From  what  he  had  heard  in  the  course  of  this  debate, 
he  had  no  doubt  it  was  necessary  to  increase  the  num- 
ber of  these  depositories.  This  would  be  required  in 
New  York  and  Boston,  and  perhaps  in  Philadelphia. 
There  might  be  other  places  in  the  same  situation.  He 
would  therefore  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry) between  this  time  and  the  next  meeting  of  Congress, 
to  select  as  many  deposite  banks,  not  exceeding  a  cer- 
tain number,  as  the  public  interest  might  require,  in  ad- 
dition to  those  already  selected.  After  these  additional 
selections  should  be  made,  after  the  system  should  thus 
he  completely  organized,  he  would  not  authorize  the 
Secretary  to  make  new  selections,  without  the  previous 
consent  of  Congress,  unless  it  were  to  supply  the  place 
or  such  of  the  existing  banks  as  should  cease  to  be  de- 
positories under  the  provisions  of  the  bill  which  will  be 
passed. 

The  fourth  point  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
is  one  of  so  little  importance  that  he  should  pass  it  over 
without  any  remark,  except  that  it  cannot  materially 

interfere  with  the  satisfactory  adjustment  of  this  ques- 
tion. 

On  the  fifth  point,  Mr.  B.  entirely  concurred  in  opin- 
ion with  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina.  Was  it  a 
measure  of  severity  to  require  that  the  deposite  banks 
should  always  have  immediate  means  in  their  |5ossession 
or  power  to  meet  the  one  fifth  of  their  immediate  re- 
sponsibilities? He  thought  not.  Every  bank  ought,  at 
the  very  least,  to  have  an  amount  of  specie  in  its  vaults, 
which,  with  the  debts  due  to  it  from  other  banks,  which 
"light  be  converted  into  specie  without  delay,  would  be 
equal  to  one  fifth  of  its  notes  in  circulation,  and  of  its 
public  and  private  deposites.  He  should  be  unwil- 
'>ng  to  trust  the  money  of  the  United  Slates  in  any 
bank  which  was  either  unable  or  unwilling  to  com- 
ply with  itm  condition.  He  should  consider  it  unsafe 
in  any  such  depository.  Taking  the  general  aggregate 
of  the  condition  of  the  deposite  oanks,  according  to  the 
last  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  if  we 
should  apply  to  them  the  rule  of  the  one  third,  instead  of 
(he  one  fifth,  tbey  would  still  be  much  within  that  limit. 
He  had  not,  in  detail,  examined  the  condition  of  each 
one  of  these  thirty-six  banks;  but  he  believed  he  might 
venture  to  say  that  there  was  not  one  of  them  which 
Would  be  affected  by  the  rule  proposed  to  be  applied  to 
them  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina. 

He  would  suggest  to  the  Senator,  however,  that  his 
b»Jl  was  defective  on  this  point,  and  did  not  embrace,  in 
■'•  iti  extent,  the  principle  for  which  he  had  intended  to 
provide.  In  preparing  it,  he  must  have  forgotten  that,  in- 
stead of  the  aggregate  balance  of  the  deposite  banks  in 
Jheir  accounts  with  other  banks  being  always  in  their 
'*vor,  it  might  and  would  be  sometimes  against  them. 
In  such  a  case,  tbey  ought  not  only  to  have  specie  in 
their  vaults  sufficient  to  pay  one  fifXh  of  their  notes  in 


circulation,  and  their  deposites,  but  also  one  fif\h  of  this 
balance.  The  gentleman*s  bill  does  not  embrace  this 
case.  Under  his  bill,  one  of  these  deposite  banks  might 
have  $100,000  of  specie  in  its  vaults,  might  be  indebted 
to  other  banks  in  an  aggregate  balance  of  $500,000,  and 
might  have  notes  in  circulation  and  deposites  on  hand 
to  another  amount  of  $500,000,  and  yet  not  violate  its 
provisions,  although  it  could  pay  in  specie  but  one  dol- 
lar in  ten,  instead  uf  one  dollar  in  five,  of  its  immediate 
liabilities.  He  had  prepared  an  amendment  to  obviate 
this  objection,  but  should  not  offer  it  at  present. 

In  this  respect,  he  felt  bound  to  say  he  greatly  prefer- 
red the  bill  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  to  the 
amendment  which  had  been  proposed  by  his  friend  from 
New  York.  That  amendment  simply  provided  that  each 
deposite  bank  must  keep  in  its  vaults  sufficient  specie 
to  nay  the  one  fourth  of, its  notes  and  bills  in  circulation, 
and  the  balance  of  its  accounts  with  other  banks  payable 
on  demand.  It  had  no  reference  whatever  to  the  amount 
of  its  public  and  private  deposites,  the  whole  of  which 
might  be  demanded  at  any  moment.  If  a  deposite  bank 
have  sufficient  specie  in  its  vaults  to  pay  one  fourth  of  its 
notes  in  circulation,  it  might  be  indebted  to  its  deposi- 
tors ten  or  twenty  times  the  amount  of  its  specie,  and 
yet  not  violate  the  terms  of  the  amendment 

Mr.  B.  said  he  now  approached  the  more  difficult 
question,  of  what  disposition  we  ought  to  make  of  the 
surplus  now  in  the  Treasury.  He  believed  this  surplus 
would  be  very  large  on  the  first  day  of  January  next, 
notwithstanding  our  liberal  appropriations.  He  had 
himself  made  an  estimate  of  the  &mount{  but  he  would 
not  now  commit  himself  by  stating  it,  as  it  had  not  been 
made  with  sufficient  care  to  enable  him  to  speak  with 
any  degree  of  positiveness. 

He  would  take  this  occasion  to  remark,  that,  although 
he  had  voted,  and  intended  to  vote,  during  the  present 
session,  in  favor  of  liberal — some  might  say  extravagant — 
appropriations  for  defence,  he  considered  these  ap- 
propriations as  the  exception  Justified  by  the  special 
circumstances  in  which  the  country  was  placed,  and  not 
as  the  general  rule.  He  never  ahould  depart  from  those 
maxims  of  sound  and  wholesome  economy  by  which  this 
Government  ought  always  to  be  administered.  The 
expenditures  authorized  at  the  present  session  ought 
not  to  be  considered  as  a  standard  fur  future  years. 
He  presumed  no  Senator  thought  of  increasing  the  per- 
manent expenses  of  the  country  to  any  such  standard. 
Wehad  just  finally  discharged  thedebt  contracted  during 
the  last  war;  our  Treasury  was  overflowing,  and  all  we 
had  done  was  to  appropriate  more  money  than  bad  been 
usual  heretofore  to  the  completion  of  those  necessary 
defences  which  had  been  projected  long  ago,  and  which 
the  safety  of  the  country  demanded.  Whilst  we  were 
paying  our  debt,  policy  required  that  we  should  not 
progress  in  these  measures  as  rapidly  as  we  ought  now 
to  do.  Hence,  increased  appropriations  were  now 
highly  proper;  not  for  the  purpose  of  wasting  the  pub- 
lic money  m  useless  expenditures,  but  for  the  purpose 
of  accomplishing  objects  which  have  always  been 
deemed  necessary.  For  bis  own  part,  he  never  had 
voted  away,  and  he  iiever  should  vote  away,  a  dollar 
of  public  money,  merely  because  we  had  a  surplus  in  the 
Treasury. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  proceed  to  make  a  few  remarks 
upon  the  plans  proposed  by  the  Senators  from  South 
Carolina  and  New  York,  for  disposing  of  the  surplus  in 
the  I'reasury;  and,  first,  in  regard,to  that  of  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina.  He  proposes  to  loan  the  balance 
remaining  in  the  Treasury  at  the  end  of  each  year,  until 
June,  1842,  (af\er  deducting  therefrom  $3,000,000,)  to 
the  several  States,  without  interest;  each  State  receiving 
such  a  proportion  of  the  whole  amount  as  her  Senators 
and  Representatives  in  Congress  bear  to  the  whole  num- 
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ber  of  members  of  both  Houses.  These  sums  are  to  be 
refunded  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  at  such 
times  as  Congress  bhall  by  law  provide. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  waive  for  the  present  any  con- 
stitutional  doubts  which  may  exist  in  regard  to  the  power 
of  Congress  to  distribute  among  the  several  States  the 
surplus  revenue  derived  from  taxation.  He  would 
merely  remark  that,  if  we  do  not  possess  the  power  to 
make  such  a  distribution,  he  could  not  perceive  by  what 
authority  we  could  make  the  loan  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman. If  you  have  not  the  power  to  give  the  principal, 
whence  can  you  derive  your  power  to  give  the  interest.' 
To  loan  the  States  this  money,  without  interest,  is  to 
make  them  a  donation  of  an  annuity  equal  to  six  per 
cent,  per  annum,  fur  an  indefinite  period,  on  the  sums 
which  they  may  respectively  receive .  In  any  constitu- 
tional vievcof  the  subject,  he  could  not  perceive  how 
the  interest  could  share  a  diflfcrent  fate  from  that  of  the 
principal.  This  was  not  to  be  a  mere  deposite  with  the 
States  for  safe  keeping;  it  waa  intended  by  all  that  the 
money  should  be  used  by  the  States  in  the  construction 
of  internal  improvemeiits,  in  the  payment  of  their  debts, 
and  in  accompPiHhing  every  object  which  they  might 
deem  useful.  If  we  possess  the  power  to  loan  the  pub- 
lic money  to  the  States  in  this  manner,  we  might  at  once 
give  it  to  them  absolutely. 

The  leading  objection  which  he  had  to  this  system 
was,  that  its  direct  and  continuing  tendency,  at  least 
until  1842,  would  be  to  create  a  bias  in  the  Senators  and 
Representatives  of  the  States  in  Congress  in  opposition 
to  the  fair  and  efficient  administration  of  the  Federal 
Government.  The  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  fetling 
the  force  of  this  objection,  has  attempted  to  obviate  it 
by  stating  that  the  strong  tendency  of  the  action  of  this 
Government  waa  towards  consolidation,  and  this  propo- 
sition would  be  useful  as  a  counteracting  force.  Mr.  B. 
would  now  neither  dispute  nor  affirm  the  proposition  of 
the  Senator  in  regard  to  the  central  tendency  of  this 
Government;  but  this  he  would  say,  that,  in  avoiding 
Scylla,  we  must  take  care  not  to  rush  into  Charybdis. 
He  thought  (he  counteracting  power  of  the  gentleman's 
bill  would  be  so  excessive  that  it  might  drive  us  into  the 
opposite  extreme,  and  thus  become  dangerous. 

He  disclaimed  the  sentiment  that  the  people  of  this 
country  can  be  bribed  with  their  own  money.  He  did 
not  believe  that  there  now  existed,  or  ever  had  existed, 
upon  earth,  a  more  virtuous  people  than  our  population 
in  the  mass.  But  we  had  been  taught  by  divine  author- 
ity to  pray  that  we  might  not  be  led  into  temptation.  It 
was  the  part  of  an  enlightened  statesman  to  make  the 
interests  of  men  correspond  with  their  duties,  whenever 
that  was  possible.  Their  action,  then,  to  promote  the 
public  good,  would  be  free  and  unrestrained.  But  in 
what  sitiuition  should  we  place  ourselves  by  ih^  adop- 
tion of  this  proposition?  In  every  case  requiring  an 
appropriation  of  public  money,  the  direct  and  immediate 
pecuniary  interest  of  our  constituents  would  be  directly 
at  war  with  the  performance  of  our  duties  as  members  of 
Congress.  Now,  sir,  we  might  be  as  pure  as  angels, 
and  yet,  unless  we  were  as  wise  also,  such  a  position, 
without  our  own  knowledge,  would  create  a  powerful 
bias  in  our  minds.  Is  it  wise,  is  it  politic,  voluntarily  to 
place  ourselves  in  the  position  of  antagonists  to  the  very 
Government  of  which  we  are  members'  Adopt  this 
proposition,  and  what  will  be  the  consequence.'  Should 
the  Executive  recommend,  or  the  interest  of  the  country 
require,  the  construction  of  a  fort,  of  an  arsenal,  of  a 
navy  yard,  of  a  bhip  of  war,  or  any  other  expenditure 
necessary  for  our  permanent  defence,  we  would  not  only 
inquire  into  the  justice  and  expediency  of  the  expendi- 
ture, but  we  should  involuntarily  ask  ourselves  how 
much  will  this  expenditure  reduce  the  dividend  of  the 
'ubiic  money  which  our  respective  States  will  receive  at 


the  end  of  the  year.'  Every  dollar  that  we  can  subtract 
from  the  purposes  intrusted  to  our  special  care  bv  the 
federal  constitution  will  add  a  dollar  more  tothesurpHis 
to  be  distributed  among  our  constituents.  We  shotikl 
thus  become  antagonists  (he  would  not  use  the  new 
word)  to  the  very  Ctovernmcnt  of  which  we  ought  lobe 
the  supporters.  How  much  money  will  each  appropri- 
ation take  from  our  dividend,  would  be  an  inquiry  con- 
stantly obtruding  itself  upon  us.  In  order  to  juslify 
ourselves  to  our  own  consciences  for  opposing  any  ap- 
propriation here,  we  would  become  ingenious  in  mx^riv 
fyingthe  comparative  importance  of  tbe  objects  to  wh-ch 
the  States  would  apply  the  money.  We  might  tbui 
change  the  nature  of  our  Government;  and,  if  its  ten- 
dency be  now  towards  consolidation,  we  might  rush  to 
the  opposite  extreme  by  tbe  adoption  of  this  propoutiop, 
which,  by  its  terms,  u  to  continue  in  force  for  six  suc- 
cessive years. 

Would  any  prudent  man  place  in  the  hands  of  hii 
agent,  whom  he  had  employed  to  build  a  house  for  hin;* 
a  sum  of  money,  and  tell  him  that  what  remained  of  this 
sum,  after  completing  the  work,  should  be  btsovn' 
This  would  be  to  offer  him  a  premium  for  not  incurring 
the  necessary  expense  to  enable  him  to  perform  his 
duty.  We  shall  be  such  agents  precisely,  should  th>s 
amendment  be  adopted.  Our  constituents  will  receive 
every  dollar  which  we  can  subtract  from  the  purpoxs 
of  the  Federal  Governn^ent  during  a  period  of  six  year¥ 

Mr.  B.  said  he  greatly  preferred  the  distribution  pro 
posf  d  by  the  land  bill  to  that  of  the  Senator  from  Suu^li 
Carolina.  The  same  objection  did  not  exist  to  il.  It 
assumed  as  a  principle  that  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  saIis 
of  the  public  lands  belonged  to  the  States.  It  « iihdrti^ 
from  this  Government  the  entire  fund.  It  would  Ua\c 
us  to  administer  the  Government  out  of  the  other  inesr>i 
which  still  remained.  It  was  a  fixed  and  certain  moHt, 
and  did  not  seek  to  distribute  a  mere  surplus  of  wb^t 
might  remain  in  the  Treasury  after  we  had  provided  fc: 
other  objects.  Besides,  the  money  w^as  granted  ab$^> 
lutely,  and  not  loaned  to  the  States.  But  he  did  net 
intend  to  discuss  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  land  bt'l 
upon  the  present  occasion. 

If  Mr.  B.  could  consent  to  vole  for  the  proposition  of 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  he  would  not  object 
to  that  part  of  it  which  distributes  the  money  in  propui- 
tion  to  the  representation  of  each  State  in  both  branches 
of  Cungress.  If  there  were  no  other  considerations  in 
its  favor,  (which  he  did  not  admit,)  he  thought  the  mag- 
nanimity of  the  large  Slates  should  induce  them  to  give 
their  smaller  sisters  this  comparatively  trifling  advantage 

Mr.  B.  said  he  might  yet  be  compelled  to  vole  for  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  New  York, 
for  investing  the  surplus  revenue  in  stocks  issued  by  the 
States;  but  if  he  should,  it  would  be  with  extreme  re- 
luctance. He  could  only  be  induced  to  give  such  a  vote 
upon  the  principle  that  it  was  a  less  evil  to  di«po^^' 
the  public  money  in  this  manner,  than  to  keep  it  any 
longer  in  the  deposite  banks. 

He  admitted  that  these  State  slocks  had  a  permanent 
and  fixed  value.  They  did  not  fluctuate  in  the  market 
like  other  stocks.  Nobody  doubted  their  security,  >"" 
the  comparatively  trifling  rise  and  fall  in  their  pricts 
depended  entirely  upon  the  plenty  or  scarcity  ol 
money.  A  large  proportion  of  these  stocks  were  hew 
in  Europe.  He  knew  this  to  be  the  case  a  few  yc»r' 
ago;  and  he  presumed  there  had  been  no  considerable 
chanije  since.  Their  price  had  s)wa)s  been  high  in  our 
marlcet,  from  the  fact  that  capitalists  in  Europe  wfc 
glad  to  make  safe  investments,  which  would  yield  them 
an  interest  of  four  or  four  and  a  half  per  cent.  I'P*^" 
this  point  of  the  case,  he  thought  the  Senator  from  sio«^'| 
Caaolina  had  not  succeeded  in  refuting  the  argument  o' 
the  Senator  from  New  York.     It  was  true  that  the  pfic^ 
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of  this  stock  might  be  enhanced  by  the  Government  be- 
coming a  Urge  purchaser  in  the  market;  but  this  ad- 
nnce  would  be  inconsiderable,  compared  with  the  ad- 
vantage of  taking  the  surplus  revenue  from  the  deposite 
banks,  and  putting  it  into  general  circulation  among  the 
people. 

Mr.  B.  did  not  concur  with  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  in  believing  that  such  investments  in  State 
stocks  could  be  of  any  advantage  to  those  States  which 
had  Issued  them.  No  matter  who  held  the  certificate, 
whether  the  United  States  or  individuals,  the  States  were 
equally  bound  to  pay  the  accruing  interest^  and  finally 
dibcharge  the  principal.  If  the  price  of  these  stocks 
should  be  permanently  raised  by  the  investments  of  the 
Government,  the  States  might  hereaAer  obtain  loans  on 
somewhat  more  favorable  terms  than  they  had  done 
heretofore;  but  in  regard  to  the  old  stocks,  the  States 
would  continue  precisely  in  the  same  situation  they  are 
at  present.  In  one  respect  they  might  be  injured  instead 
of  benefited.  If  they  wished  to  purchase  In  their  own 
stocks  before  the  time  they  should  become  payable,  as 
New  York  had  done,  the  price  might  be  raised  upon 
them. 

Mr.  B.  doubted  whether  a  sufficient  amount  of  these 
State  stocks  could  be  purchased  to  absorb  the  surplus  in 
the  Treasury.  They  were  limited  in  amount,  and  a  large 
proportion  of  them  was  held  in  Kurope.  He  would  be 
glad  to  obtain  more  information  on  this  branch  of  the 
subject  than  the  Senate  now  possessed.  Of  one  thing, 
however,  he  fell  very  certain.  If  the  surplus  could  be 
invested  in  these  stocks,  we  could  do  nothing  which 
would  more  immediately  relieve  the  money  market  of 
the  country.  He  believed  that  the  truth  of  this  propo- 
sitiun  was  so  manifest,  that  it  was  wholly  unnecessary  to 
do  more  than  merely  to  state  it. 

He  had  one  very  strong  objection  to  the  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  New  York.     The  rage  for  specula- 
tion,  which  now  existed  throughout  the  land,  was  the 
curse  of  the  present  time.     The  gambling  in  stocks  was 
infinitely  worse  in  its  consequences  to  the  community 
than  all  other  kinds  of  gambling  united.     This  spirit 
was  rapidly  extending  itself  throughout  the  whole  coun- 
try.   It  enabled  those  who  were  initiated  in  the  fluctua- 
tions of  the  money  market  to  take  advantage  of  others 
who  were  less  skilful,  and  to  accumulate  rapid  fortunes 
at  their  expense.     Although  it  might  be  true,  and  he 
believed  it  was  true,  that  the  measure  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  New  York  would  not  much  enhance  the 
price  of  State  stocks,  yet  it  would  unlock  the  capital 
now  vested  in  them  to  the  amount  of  the  purchases  of 
the  Government,  and  throw  it  upon  what  had  been  call- 
ed the  fancy  stocks.     This  operation  would  at  once  raise 
the  prices  of  all  these  stocks,  and  put  into  the  pockets 
of  their  owners  large  sums  of  money.     You  would  thus 
give  an  impetus  to  the  already  wild  speculations  in  stocks, 
and  increase  the  spirit  of  gambling,  which  is  now  one  of 
the  greatest  curses  of  our  country.     For  these  reasons 
he  felt  an  almost  insuperable  repugnance  against  the  in- 
troduction of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  into 
the  market  as  a  great  stock-jobber,  though  its  opera- 
tions might  be  confined  to  the  stocks  of  the  different 
States.     Still,  as  he  had  before  observed,  he  might  feel 
liimself  under  duresse  to  vote  for  this  measure,  as  the 
least  of  two  very  great  evils. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  thrown  out  these  suggestions  to 
the  Senate  in  the  same  conciliatory  spirit  which  dictated 
the  remarks  of  the  Senators  from  New  York  and  South 
Carolina.  We  were  now  in  a  free  conference;  all  equally 
desirous  of  adopting  the  best  measure  to  promote  the 
public  gooil.  Me  had  endeavored  to  contribute  some- 
thing to  this  end. 
When  Mr.  B.  had  concluded — 
On  motion  of  Mr.  EWINO,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


MoiriiAT,  Mat  30. 
CALKB  P.   BENNETT. 

Mr.  NAUDAIN,  upon  presenting  the  petition  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  citizens  of  the  State  of  Delaware, 
praying  that  the  pension  granted  to  Caleb  P.  Bennett  as 
a  revolutionary  officer,  be  continued  to  his  widow  during 
her  life,  made  the  following  remarks: 

Mr.  President:  In  presenting  this  petition,  I  cannot  re- 
frain from  saying  that  this  presents  no  ordinary  case  for 
the  consideration  of  the  Senate.  The  late  Governor 
Bennett  entered  the  army  of  the  Revolution  in  the  year 
1776,  as  an  ensign  in  the  Delaware  regiment)  he  continued 
in  the  service  to  the  end  of  the  war.  Brandy  wine,  Ger- 
mantown.  Long  Island,  Monmouth,  Camden,  and  the 
well-fought  fields  of  the  South,  attest  the  gallantry  of  the 
distinguished  corps  to  which  he  belonged.  Of  that  corps 
he  was  the  last  surviving  ofllicer,  and,  I  believe,  the  last 
individual.  Yes,  sir,  of  nearly  5,000  men,  furnbhed  by 
the  gallant  little  State  I  have  the  honor  partly  to  repre- 
sent on  this  floor,  to  the  army  of  the  Revolution,  all  have 
been  gathered  to  their  fathers.  The  latter  years  of  the 
veteran  Bennett  were  cheered  and  solaced  by  the  boun- 
ty of  his  country  extended  to  him,  and  not  one  now  re-  . 
mains  to  enjoy  that  bounty  given  by  their  grateful  coun- 
try to  cheer  their  declining  years. 

Among  those  who  received  this  bounty,  none  can  be 
found  more  worthy  than  Bennett;  none  received  it  with 
more  gratitude,  for  it  enabled  him  the  belter  to  provide 
for  his  aged  wife  and  orphan  grandchildren;  and  their 
comfort  was  dear  to  him  as  the  apple  of  his  eye.  He  has 
been  taken  from  them,  and  his  widow,  aged  and  infirm, 
and  his  portionless  grandchildren,  are  thrown  upon  the 
cold  charities  of  the  world  without  any  means  of  sup- 
port. 

Would  it  not,  Mr.  President,  comport  with  the  honor, 
the  dignity,  nay,  even  with  the  interest  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  provide  for  his  widow,  (for  her  who  was  the  wife 
of  his  youth,  the  companion  of  his  manhood,  the  nurse  of 
bis  sicknesses  and  infirmities,  and  the  soLce  of  his  latter 
days,)  who  devoted  his  best  days  to  vour  service  in  the 
time  of  your  greatest  peril?  Sir,  it  is  the  result  of  the 
services  and  sacrifices  of  such  men,  that  we  are  now  en- 
joying the  privileges  of  an  independent  nation.  To  them 
we  owe  all  our  political  liberties,  it  is,  by  the  blessing  of 
Providence,  upon  their  labors  that  we  are  this  day  de- 
libcruiing  upon  the  high  destinies  of  this  people.  And 
in  these  **  high  and  palmy*'  days  of  the  republic,  when 
our  Treasury  is  overflowing  with  money,  the  fruits  of 
their  services  and  privations,  shall  we  refuse  to  snatch 
from  poverty  and  distress  the  relict  of  one  of  those  gal- 
lant men  to  whom  we  owe  every  thing?  Justice  and 
gratitude  forbid.  Sir,  let  the  poor  old  v-idow  of  your 
time-worn  revolutionary  officer  enjoy,  for  the  brief  resi- 
due of  her  days,  the  pension  you  had  extended  to  her 
husband,  and  the  blessings  of  those  ready  to  perish  will 
fullow  us  for  good,  and  call  down  the  approbation  of 
that  God  who  dclighleth  in  charity  upon  us  and  our 
children. 

The  memorial  was  referred. 

PUBLIC  DKPOSITES. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  depusitcs  of  the  public  mo- 
neys was  taken  up  as  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  EWING,  who  had  the  floor,  addressed  the  Senate 
in  a  speech  of  considerable  length,  in  support  of  the 
particular  views  he  entertained  on  the  subject.  I'he 
bill  had  a  bearing  on  two  distinc*.  mutters;  both  of  which 
were,  to  his  mind,  of  great  importance.  The  first  rela- 
ted to  the  deposite  and  safe  keeping  tT  such  amount  of 
the  public  moneys  as  was  proposed,  itfter  its  collection, 
to  be  retained  in  the  Treasury;  and  II. e  other  related  to 
the  disposal  of  the  surplus  in  th :  Treasury  ovc  r  and  above 
that  sum.     For  the  disposition  of  the  last,  two  distinc 


1643 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


1644 


SSHATE.] 


PubUcDepotUet. 


[Mat  30, 1836. 


propositions  hud  been  m»de:  one,  by  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Calrovit,]  to  loan  it  out  without 
interest,  and  for  a  certain  period,  on  certain  conditions, 
to  the  several  States  composing  the  Union;  and  the  other, 
by  the  Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Wrioht,]  to  in- 
vest it  in  stocks  on  the  credit  of  some  of  the  States  of 
the  Union. 

The  first  proposition  in  the  bill,  providing  for  the  safe 
keeping  of  the  public  money,  by  adopting  some  arrange- 
ments that  would  be  satisfactory  to  both  Houses,  he  had 
great  hopes  would  be  determined  on,  and  become  a  law 
before  the  close  of  the  session {  for  from  what  he  had 
observed  of  the  spirit  of  the  Senate  during  the  last  week, 
he  thought  some  satisfactory  measure  would  be  adopted, 
and  he,  for  one,  would  do  all  in  his  power  to  bring  about 
the  adoption  of  some  measure  satisfactory  to  Congress 
and  the  nation.  He  had  not,  however,  the  same  confi- 
dence that  any  thing  would  be  done  as  to  the  disposition 
of  the  surplus.  In  looking  to  the  two  propositions  rela- 
ting to  this  object,  he  thought  he  could  engraft  amend- 
ments on  the  one  of  the  Senator  from  New  York,  wliich 
would  render  it  more  conformable  to  his  views  than  the 
original  bill  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  under 
any  modifications  that  could  be  made  to  it.  One  gfreat 
objection  which  he  bad  to  the  plan  of  4he  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  was,  that  it  legalized  the  present  dispo- 
sition of  the  public  funds,  and,  though  the  same  objec- 
tion applied  to  the  plan  of  the  Senator  from  New  York, 
yet  the  objection  was  not  so  strong,  and  could  be  re- 
moved by  striking  out  a  particular  section  of  the  amend- 
ment. His  view  was,  that  they  should  not  consider  the 
public  funds  as  rightfully  placed  anywhere,  except  under 
the  control  of  law,  and  that  they  should  take  up  the  sub- 
ject de  twvo,  and  pass  a  law  declaring  where  they  should 
be  placed,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  had  never  been 
taken  from  the  custody  of  the  law. 

The  measure  for  the  deposite  and  safe  keeping  of  the 
public  money  could  be  carried  into  effect  immediately  t 
but  the  other  measure,  for  the  disposition  of  the  surplus, 
would  require  much  time  to  be  put  into  operation.  If 
they  adopted  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  South 
Citrolina,  they  would  have  to  wait  for  the  meetings  of 
the  State  Legislatures  to  give  their  assent  to  it;  and  if 
they  adopted  tlie  plan  or  the  Senator  from  New  York, 
much  time  will  be  required  to  enable  the  commissioners 
to  purchase  stocks. 

He  was  satisfied,  considering  the  amount  of  public 
money  in  deposite,  that  the  places  of  deposite  were  too 
few.  In  looking  over  the  statement  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  he  found  that  the  deposites  in  sll  the  banks 
were  equal  to  the  whole  amount  of  their  capital  stock; 
and  that  where  the  largest  masses  were  deposited,  the 
drposites  were  sometimes  double  and  sometimes  three 
times  that  amount.  The  effect  of  this  was,  that  the  banks 
which  received  large  masses  of  deposites  must  make  an 
underhand  use  of  them,  or  let  themremain  idle,  because 
they  are  not  permitted  by  their  charters  to  discount  more 
than  a  certain  amount  beyond  their  capital.  They  also 
accumulated  in  their  vaults  the  notes  of  neighboring 
banks,  whose  issues  and  accommodations  to  the  public 
were  by  this  means  restrained;  and.  therefore,  jealousies 
and  distrusts  naturally  arose. 

The  banks  whose  notes  are  thus  held  up  by  the  de- 
posite banks,  feeling  themselves  in  their  power,  fear  to 
discount,  and  the  public  therefore  suffer  by  it.  To 
remedy  tiie  evils  growing  out  of  this  slate  of  things,  he 
would  suggest  to  the  Senator  from  New  York  to  modify 
his  amendment,  by  providing  that  the  deposites  in  no 
hank  shall  exceed  half  the  amount  of  its  capital  stock 
actually  paid  in.  The  result  of  this  amendment  would 
be,  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  select  other  deposite 
banks,  who  would  receive  from  the  present  deposite 
^nks  the  notes  tliat  are  now  held  up  in  terrorem  against 


them,  and  enable  them  to  go  on  as  fonnerW  with  their 
ordinary  accommodations  to  the  public.  It  would  alio 
more  effectually  secure  the  safety  of  the  public  moMj; 
for  it  was  obvious  that,  if  a  bank  failed,  it  most  ptj  all 
the  demands  against  it  before  the  stockholders  got  any 
thing;  and  thus,  by  having  in  these  banks  but  an  amount 
of  deposite  equal  to  half  their  capital,  the  public  nerer 
could  be  losers,  unless  in  very  extraordinary  cases,  whtdi 
could  be  guarded  against  by  selecting  banks  under  the 
management  of  men  of  known  honor  and  respectabirity. 
Thw  amendment  would  also  render  the  banks  independ- 
ent: they  would  not,  as  now,  be  in  the  power  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  and  liable  to  be  broken  at  any  mo- 
ment that  he  chose  to  remove  the  depontes  from  tbetn. 

Mr.  E.  stated  bis  objections  to  the  provision  requiriap 
that,  as  a  security  for  the  public  deposites,  the  deposite 
banks  shall  have  an  amount  of  specie  in  their  vaults  equal 
to  one  fourth  of  their  circulation.  I'his  provision,  he 
thought,  would  have  a  very  unequal  operation,  and  wai 
not  calculated  to  effeet  the  object  in  view.  It  wassup< 
posing  that  the  liabilities  of  the  banks  arose  from  their 
circulation  only.  Mr.  G.  instanced  some  banks  who^ 
liabilities  for  their  circulation  were  in  a  small  proportios 
to  their  capital,  and  mentioned  other  banks  whose  lia- 
bilities consisted  almost  wholly  in  their  circulation.  He 
himself  did  not  look  upon  the  specie  in  &  bank  asatnt 
of  its  ability  to  pay  its  debts.  There  ought  to  be  ipecie 
in  a  bank  to  some  extent  to  meet  any  sudden  ran  that 
might  be  made  on  it;  but  further  than  this,  it  was  not 
necessary.  If  the  amendment  which  he  proposed,  limit- 
ing the  amount  of  deposites  in  these  banks  to  half  ihe 
amount  of  their  capital,  should  prevail,  he  thought  they 
need  not  be  so  particular  as  to  the  amount  of  specie  they 
had. 

Mr.  E.,  af\er  referring  to  some  other  amendments  iliit 
he  intended  to  propose,  proceeded  to  consider  the  prop- 
ositions for  the  disposition  of  the  surplus.  He  considered 
the  plan  of  the  Senator  from  New  York  as  less  objec- 
tionable than  the  one  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carohn). 
though  he  was  not  prepared  to  express  a  decided  opiniofl 
with  regard  to  either.  Mr.  B.  then  went  into  a  mtnuic 
examination  of  the  nature  of  the  stocks  proposed  to  i>e 
purchased  by  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund, 
stating  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  each,  «itb 
the  effect  that  large  investments  in  them  by  the  Govern- 
ment would  have  both  on  the  stock  market  and  (be  mo- 
ney market;  after  which,  he  laid  on  the  table,  for  tlie 
consideration  of  the  Senate,  the  amendments  that  he  pro- 
posed to  submit  at  a  future  time. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  suggested  that  the  best  course,  in  1ii> 
opinion,  would  be  to  refer  the  whole  subject.  In  the 
mean  time  the  discussion  might  proceed,  so  as  to  put  the 
Senate  in  possession  of  all  the  ideas  of  gentlemen  in  ref- 
erence to  this  matter.  He  thought  that  course  would 
be  a  saving  of  time  to  the  Senate,  and  the  best  mode  of 
perfecting  the  bill. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  suggested  that  the  bill  might  be  m 
on  the  table,  or  postponed,  until  someiSenator  should  be 
prepared  to  go  on  with  the  discussion. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  asked  to  what  time  it  was  proposed 
to  postpone  tiie  discussion. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  replied,  until  to  morrow,  or  when- 
ever any  Senator  might  be  prepared  to  proceed. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  that  the  unfavorable  position  m 
which  the  State  of  Mississippi  wotild  be  placed  by  the 
measure  proposed  by  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhoux,]  compelled  him  to  tres- 
pass for  a  few  moments  upon  the  lime  of  the  Senate. 
The  proposition  is  to  loan  the  surplus  money  to  in« 
States,  upon  their  Legislatures  passing  laws  to  return 
the  money  to  the  General  Government,  in  certain  instal- 
ments, upon  the  call  of  Congress.  Now,  said  Mr.  ^'^ 
Mississippi  can  pass  no  such  law,  and  consequtnti)  c»n 
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receive  no  portion  of  this  |p*Atuitous  loan,  and  will  not 
by  this  bill  be  placed  on  an  equal  footing^  with  her  lister 
States.    There  is  a  general  and  comprehensive  clause 
m  ttie  new  constitution  of  Mississippi,  prohibiting  the 
Le§rislature  from  pledging  the  faith  of  the  State  for  the 
redemption  of  any  loan  whatever,  except  by  the  consent, 
in  sU  cases,   of  two  successive  Legislatures,  and  then 
under  certain  restrictions  and  limitations  which  might 
prevent  the  passage  of  the  law  altogether.     Mr.  W.  said, 
as  the  sessions  of  the  Legislature  in  Mississippi  are  bien- 
nial, another  obstacle  would  be  interposed  to  the  adop- 
tion of  any  law  of  that  State  on  this  subject,  within  any 
convenient  period.     This  bill,  then,  was  a  proposition 
to  make   gratuitous  loans,   without  interest,  to  all  the 
States  except  Mississippi.     But,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  had 
other  objections  to  this  bill.     It  was  a  dangerous  and  un- 
tried experiment.     It  would  greatly  complicate  and  em- 
barrass the  relations  between  the  States  and  the  Gene- 
ral Government.     It  would  make  all  the  States  debtors 
of  the  General  Government,  and  create  a  new  and  strong 
pecuniary  interest  in  favor  of  a  dissolution  of  the  Union, 
as  a  means  of  absolving  themselves  from  the  heavy  debts 
they  may  incur  to  the  General  Government  under  this 
law.    The  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  was  not  gen- 
erally one  uf  long  continued  friendship.     It  was  an  old 
but  true  remark,  if  you  wish  to  make  a  friend  your  enemy, 
loan  him  money  beyond  his  means  of  convenient  payment. 
The  remark  will  apply  with  full  force  to  the  States  and 
the  General  Government.     If  we  wish  to  embroil  our- 
selves with  the  States,  and  make  them  the  enemies  of 
this  Government,  let  us  loan  them  money,  as  proposed 
by  this  bill,  far  beyond  their  means  of  convenient  pay- 
ment.   It  ta  admitted  that  the  States  will  expend  this 
money;  and  when  we  call  upon  them  for  payment,  will 
it  be  made'     Suppose  a  minority  of  States  refuse  pay- 
ment, or  that  a  single  State  refuses,  how  will  we  collect 
the  money?     A  suit  is  impracticable.     Will  we,  then, 
collect  it  by  force,  or  Wave  it  uncollected,  to  the  injury 
of  all  the  SUtes  that  make  payment?    But  if  the  Gene- 
ral Government  must  loan  the  money,  and  the  States 
must  make  good  the  loan,  how  will  they  do  it?     Will 
the  State  Legislatures  dare  to  impose  a  direct  tax  upon 
the  people  of  each  State,  to  refund  these  uncounted 
millions?    No,  they  will  instruct  their  representatives  In 
Congren  to  collect  the  money  required  by  the  General 
Government  by  increasing  the  tartflf  and  the  price  of  the 
public  landa.     If  the  loan  be  not  a  gift  in  disguise,  an 
increase  of  the  tariff  and  the  price  of  the  public  lands  is 
the  inevitable  result  of  this  measure.     If  it  be  a  gift  in 
<lisguiae,  it  is  a  distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue, 
which  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Calbouk] 
hst  denounced  as  a  ^oss  violation  of  the  constitution* 
'^nd  (said  Mr.  W.)  if  Mississippi  could  really  receive 
Iter  portion,  the  ratio  would  be  most  unjust.     By  this 
bill,  the  State  of  Mississippi  would  receive  no  more  than 
Rhode  Island,  although,  taking  the  votes  given  in  Mis- 
linippi  at  the  last  election  as  a  criterion  of  her  increase 
^nce  the  last  census,  she  must  now  contain  three  times 
the  population  of  Rhode  Island.     The  measure  would, 
then,  be  unequal  and  unjust— doubly  so  when  it  was 
considered  that  Mississippi,  through  the  collections  from 
^^  land  office  and  other  sources,  paid  into  the  public 
Treasury  ten  times  the  amount  paid  by  Rhode  Island. 
Mr.  W«  aaid  the  amount  deposited  m  the  deposite 
banks  was  large,  but  from  ten  to  sixteen  millions  had 
been  repeatedly  in  deposite  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
K  ^?'    T^^^  i^  v^  thought  all  right  and  proper  by 
^bat  institution,  and  she  viewed  a  restoration  of  the  de- 
pottitcB  to  the  bank  as  indispensable  to  the  salvation  of 
the  country}  but  now  we  are  told  that  the  country  is  to 
be  ruined  because  a  large  amount  is  deposited  in  State 
banks.    Mr.  W.  believed  there  was  infinitely  more  dan- 
Sep  to  liberty  from  accumulating  this  money  in  a  single 


bank,  than  from  depositing  it  in  various  State  institutions. 
The  evil  was  this,  that  we  never  should  have  collected 
this  vast  amount  from  the  people;  and  we  should  now 
and  at  once  reduce  our  collections,  by  reducing  the  price 
of  the  public  lands  and  all  other  taxes.  Reduce  your 
revenue  and  taxes,  and  loans  or  distribution  are  unne- 
cessary. Mr.  W.  said  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  Calhoun]  had  fixed  the  surplus  revenue  this  year 
at  about  $26,000,000.  Mr.  W.  would  not  pretend  to 
say  whether  that  Senator  was  correct  in  the  list  of  items 
by  which  he  made  up  this  amount;  but  if  he  were, 
there  might  be  other  items  that  would  greatly  reduce 
this  sum.  If  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  from 
present  symptoms  seemed  probable,  should  have  the 
audacity  to  retain  the  stock  of  the  Government  in  that 
bank  to  pay  her  pretended  infraction  of  her  charter  by 
the  Government,  then  seven  millions  must  be  striken  off 
the  twenty-six  millions,  which  would  reduce  the  amount 
to  nineteen  millions;  the  war,  another  source  of  expen- 
diture, yet  remaining.  When  the  Creek  and  Seminole 
war  terminates  this  summer,  it  will  be  a  solemn  duty 
which  we  owe  to  the  people  of  Florida  and  Alabama  to 
remove  these  Indians  at  once,  whatever  the  expense 
may  be,  beyond  the  limits  of  Alabama  and  Florida.  Pro- 
tecting the  people  of  Alabama,  Georgia,  and  Florida, 
from  a  renewal  of  these  inhuman  massacres,  would  be 
much  better  than  loanin{f  money.  The  number  of  In- 
dians in  Alabama  and  Florida  was  about  thirty  thousand, 
and  we  must  remove  them  beyond  the  reach  of  white 
settlements,  peaceably  if  we  can,  forcibly  if  we  must; 
and  the  expense  of  removal  in  this  manner  will  be  enor- 
mous. We  have  now  in  Alabama  and  Florida  a  surplus 
only  of  blood  and  misery,  and  we  must  guard  at  any  ex- 

Eense  against  a  repetition  of  these  inhuman  massacres 
y  these  **  poor  Indians,*'  with  whom  a  certain  party 
once  so  deeply  sympsthised,  and  whom  they  would  re- 
tain within  the  settled  States  and  Territories  of  the 
Union,  there  to  commit  these  terrible  atrocities  upon 
every  age  and  sex,  and  to  give  over  the  bodies  of  the 
dead  to  the  wolves  and  vultures  of  the  wilderness.  No, 
said  Mr.  W.,  these  scenes  must  not  be  repeated;  no 
party  can  or  does  desire  it.  This  Indian  removal  must 
be  instantaneous,  forcible;  and  the  expense  will  still  fur- 
ther greatly  reduce  our  surplus  revenue.  To  the  prop- 
osition of  the  Senator  from  New  York  he  had  some  ob- 
jection. If  he  voted  for  it,  it  would  be  because  no 
other  alternative  was  left;  but  he  hoped  that  no  trans- 
fers of  moneys  from  any  deposite  banks  would  be  per- 
mitted to  distant  banks,  except  for  necessary  disburse- 
ments in  other  quarters.  His  confidence  in  the  wisdom 
and  integrity  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  very 
great.  He  was  s  most  honest  and  able  functionary;  but 
this  was  a  power  which  he  could  not  desire  to  retain, 
and  justice  required  that  the  money  in  the  deposite 
banks,  at  the  points  where  it  was  collected,  should  never 
be  drawn  from  those  institutions,  to  be  placed  in  other 
and  distant  deposite  banks,  except  when  needed  for  the 
disbursements  of  the  Government.  Mr.  W.  was  not 
satisfied  with  any  of  the  propoaitions  before  the  Senate 
in  their  present  form;  he  hoped,  however,  that  the  bill 
would  be  referred,  and  some  wise  snd  judicious  measure 
would  yet  be  devised.  It  was  due  to  ourselves  and  the 
country;  and,  in  sustaining  such  a  measure,  he  would 
co-operate  to  the  full  extent  of  his  humble  abilities. 
Let  us  not,  however,  convert  the  General  Government 
into  tf  money-lender  to  the  States,  with  or  without  in- 
terest. If  we  do,  we  will  effect  a  radical  change  in  the 
relations  between  the  States  and  the  General  Govern- 
ment; a  change  full  of  complications  and  difficulty,  and 
threatening  the  repose,  if  not  ^be  very  existence,  of  the 
Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CALHOUN,  the  bill  was  then  laid 
on  the  table,  to  be  taken  up  at  one  o'dbck  to-morrow. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  WH1TE»  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  executive  buiinesi}  Alter  which,  it 
•djourned. 

TuBSDAT,  Mat  31. 

CONVENTION  WITH  SPAIN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY,  the  Senate  considered  the 
measaf^e  from  the  House  diBagreeing^  to  the  amendment 
oF  the  Senate  to  th^  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  conven- 
tion with  Spain. 

This  bill,  as  it  came  from  the  House,  provided  for  the 
appointment  of  a  board  of  commissioners  for  the  division 
and  distribution  of  the  money  obtained  under  the  treaty. 
The  Senate  amended  the  bill  by  striking  out  all  the 
provisions  regarding  commissioners,  and  assigning  the 
duties  to  the  Attorney  General.  The  House  disagreed 
to  this  amendment;  and  the  question  now  before  the 
Senate  was  on  concurrence  in  that  disagreement. 

Mr.  CLAY  moved  that  the  Senate  insist  on  its  amend- 
ment; and  that  a  committee  of  conference,  tu  couMSt 
of  three  Senators,  be  appointed.  The  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

BECAPT0R8  OF  THE  FRIGATE  PHILADEL- 
PHIA.     . 

The  bill  to  reward  the  recaptors  of  the  frigate  Phil- 
adelphia coming  up  for  consideration,  and  the  question 
being  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill — 

Mr.  ROBBINS  rose,  and  spoke  to  the  following  effect: 

This  bill  is  a  bill  to  compensate  the  recaptors  of  the 
frigate  Philadelphia,  after  tier  capture  by  the  barbarians 
of  Tripoli,  and  while  she  was,  and  after  she  had  long 
been,  in  their  secure  possession,  in  their  own  harbor, 
and  under  the  guns  of  their  own  fort,  and  where  she  was 
kept  fully  manned  and  armed  as  their  pride  aa  well  as 
defence,  and  where  she  was  a  monument  at  once  for 
barbarian  triumph  and  for  American  humiliation.  This 
protecting  fort  was  armed  with  more  than  a  hundred 
guns,  and  backed,  it  was  said,  by  an  army  in  camp  of 
twenty  thousand  men.  The  banks  of  this  harbor  were 
lined  with  land-batteries  throughout,  and  armed  also 
with  more  than  a  hundred  guns,  and  its  waters  were 
guarded  by  a  thousand  seamen.  Still  this  little  gallant 
band,  the  recaptors,  at  the  dead  of  night,  with  Decatur 
at  their  head,  made  their  way  to  this  frigate,  boarded 
her,  cut  down  every  barbarian  on  board,  or  drove  him 
over  her  sides  into  the  water;  then,  and  in  obedience  lo 
orders  to  set  fire  to  her  in  different  parts,  burnt  her 
down  to  the  water's  edge,  and  then  made  their  retreat 
in  safety;  and  all  this  in  the  face  and  fire  of  the  artillery 
of  that  (iort  and  of  those  land-batteries.  Thus,  in  flames, 
was  extinguished  this  monument  of  our  disgrace,  and 
our  own  frigate  was  no  longer  to  be  employed  as  a  pirate 
in  piracies  on  our  own  commerce  in  those  seas.  This 
astonishing  feat  struck  a  terror  into  all  the  Powers  on 
the  Barbary  coast,  and  they  humbled  themselves  to  their 
fears  of  a  people  capable  of  such  daring  exploits.  They 
were  soon  af^er  brought  to  sue  fur  peace;  to  release  our 
captive  citizens  without  ransom;  in  a  word,  to  suffer  us 
to  dictate  to  them  the  terms  of  peace.  From  that  mo- 
ment, ever  after  down  to  the  present  time,  our  com- 
merce, before  so  vexed  and  harassed  and  plundered,  has 
been  safe  to  our  merchants  in  those  seas.  Such  were 
the  fruits  of  that  bold  and  successful  enterprise. 

In  every  instance,  save  this,  the  capture  and  destruc- 
tion of  an  enemy's  vessel  of  war,  or  the  recapture  of  our 
own  vessel  of  war  from  the  enemy,  has  been  compensa- 
ted to  the  captors  by  Congress.  To  the  report  in  this 
case  there  is  impended  a  complete  hst  of  all  those  cases, 
and  of  the  compensation  made  to  each,  fully  attesting 
this  fact.  This  case  stands  a  solitary  exception.  Though 
the  first  in  the  order  of  time,  though  m  brilliant  and 
consequeotial  merits  the  first,  it  remains  the  last  and 


alone  to  be  compensated.  The  subject  has  freqt^ently 
been  before  Congress,  and  in  no  instance  have  erer  the 
propriety  and  the  duty  of  making  compensation,  and  to 
the  amount  of  this  bill,  been  made  a  question;  but  ad f- 
ference  of  opinion  as  to  the  scale  of  distribution  has  bten 
the  difficulty,  and  has  frustrated  every  bill  for  compeii. 
sation  heretofore  reported.  To  obviate  the  objections 
growing  out  of  this  difference  of  opinion,  the  commitlee 
have  now  reported  a  bill  with  a  scale  of  distribution 
corresponding  to  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  seamen  nf 
the  navy,  according  to  the  pay-bill  adopted  at  the  \*A 
session  of  Congress.  This,  we  think,  will  do  juiiicc, 
and  givfe  satisfaction.  The  parties  interested,  all,  ai  *e 
understand  and  believe,  will  be  content  with  this  scal^ 
As  the  same  bill  has  now  been  reported  to  both  Uou^i. 
the  committees  indulge  the  hope  that  no  diflicuhiea  i>f 
form  will  longer  impede  this  act  of  national  justice.  Bui 
one  word  further,  with  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate,  is 
to  the  merits  of  this  case. 

Let  it  be  recollected  that  this  daring  enterprise  *" 
out  of  the  routine  of  the  regular  naval  service;  it  «<$ 
indeed  permitted,  but  not  directed,  by  the  cororoiinuinc 
officer  on  that  station;  it  was  wholly  a  volunteer  enter- 
prise. It  was  originally  suggested  by  the  gallant  anu 
ever-to-be-lamented  Decatur,  then  a  lieutenant,  and  bvt 
a  youth  as  it  were.  He  saw  that  the  thing  was  praciiw- 
ble  to  spirits  daring  hke  his  own,  and  that  the  acbiiTe- 
ment,  though  full  of  danger,  would  be  full  of  honor. 
He  saw  the  brilliant  page  it  would  make  in  history,  but 
he  did  not  foresee  that  it  would  be  but  the  title-page  to 
that  volume  of  brilliant  exploits  which  subsequeotl} 
were  to  illustrate  our  naval  annals,  of  which  this  was  i'> 
be  the  precursor  and  animating  model.  ^  He  soon  co.- 
lected  his  volunteer  band  of  congenial  spirits,  sll  yourg 
like  himself,  and,  like  him,  burning  with  a  thirst  t^•r 
distinction.  Confiding  in  themselves,  they  went  to  the 
enterprise  confident  of  success,  and  did  realise  what  lo 
colder  minds  would  seem  but  the  dream  of  roinai»c<^ 
It  is  pleasing  to  note  the  number  of  our  naval  heroes 
who  afterwards  so  much  distinguished  thcmselvea  in  i*"' 
naval  battles,  who  gave  their  juvenile  and  first  prvwfs  o\ 
heroism  in  this  heroic  enterprise. 

It  is  not  easy  to  estimate  the  value  to  a  country  of  > 
sublime  achievement  in  any  line  of  merit,  by  any  of  b^r 
own  sons,  as  an  example  to  enkindle  the  spirit  ofeinuU- 
tion  in  others  to  rival,  and  of  ambition  to  surpass  it;  n«^' 
"is  it  wise  in  any  Government  to  be  penurious  or  orer 
frugal  in  awarding  remuneration  for  such  value:  for '^ 
is  the  sublime  in  achievement  only  that  has  this  desirable. 
this  almost  magical  influence  in  example;  that  subliin<^ 
which  the  voice  of  fame  gives  to  immortality.  SJ*" 
born  to  immortality  in  another  life,  aspires  to  it  in  *«"*• 
But  over  all  that  is  vulgar  in  men,  and  things,  and  hi»»" 
affairs,  he  sees  time  to  roll  her  oblivious  wave;  and  tna 
nothing  but  the  subhme  in  human  virtue  and  hum*" 
achievement  stands  secure  and  aloft  above  her  devour- 
ing flood,  and  never  to  be  affected  by  it.  These  sclueve- 
ments  he  admires,  and,  emulating  these,  he  treads  ibear- 
duous  paths  that  lead  to  the  same  glorious  heights.  Bu 
it  is  the  home-example  that  has  most  of  this  marvellous 
effect.  Who  that  dwells  upon  the  great  example  n«f 
to  him  in  time  and  place,  and  in  a  congenial  pursuit)  bu 
has  felt  himself  animated,  and  carried  even  beyond  nim- 
self,  in  his  efforts,  on  the  self-inquiry,  "Why  should  I  noj 
do  what  my  fellow  has  done?  and  why  should  my  <^",'„ 
outstrip  and  leave  me  behind  in  the  race  of  i^^^K 
Hence  it  happens  that  one  subhme  achievement,  by » 
animating  influence,  begets  another,  and  another,  and  an  ^ 
ther,  till  they  cluster  into  a  constellation.  Hence,  to<N  '^ 
happens  that  these  constellations  break  upon  the  world  bu 
periodically.  The  brilliant  eras  which  mark  the  histor) 
of  all  nations  who  have  greatly  distinguished  thctnsel'^.^ 
are  to  be  traced  to  the  operation  and  force  of  this  pn 
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ctple — ^the  magical  influence  of  great  example,  by  com- 
patriots on  compatriots. 

Who  can  doubt,  then,  but  that  the  constellation  of  na- 
val victories  which  adorns  our  naval  annals  in  our  late 
war  with  Great  Britain,  sprung  from  the  spirit  of  emu- 
laiion  kindled  by  the  brilliant  exploit  achieved  in  the 
capture  and  destruction  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia^ 
That  was  the  original  spark,  which,  spreading,  and  kin- 
dling as  it  spread,  afterwards  broke  out  into  such  a 
blaze  of  naval  glory  as  to  be  seen  over  the  earth,  and 
under  the  whole  heavens;  commencing  with  the  attack 
and  sudden  destruction  of  the  Guerriere  on  the  ocean, 
(the  thunder  is  scarcely  more  sudden  on  the  lightning's 
flash  than  was  that  destruction  upon  that  attack,)  and 
closing  with  the  brilliant  though  bloody  triumphs  of  our 
fleets  on  the  Lakes. 

The  glorious  achievement  of  the  recapture  and  de- 
struction of  the  frigfate  Philadelphia,  the  precursor  and 
progenitor  of  so  many  others,  remains  alone  of  them  all, 
and  the  only  one  not  yet  requited  by  the  justice  of  our 
country.  Shall  this  cold  neglect  still  be  continued  to  mark 
her  insensibility  to  such  illustrious  merit?  Your  votes  must 
determine. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  as  fol- 
lows: 

^  YxAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Buchanan,  Cuthbert, 
Ewing  of  Illinois,  Ewingof  Ohio,  Goldsborough,  Hen- 
dricks, Hubbard,  -King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia, 
Linn,  Naudain,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Pres- 
ton»  Rives,  Robbins,  Shepley,  Southard,  Tallmadge, 
Walker,  WaM,   White— 26. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Clay,  Crittenden,  Davis, 
Leigh,  Morris,  Uobinson,  Tomlinson,  Webster, 
Wright-lO. 

ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  bill  to  appoint  a  day  for  the  annual  meeting  of 
Congres  came  up  for  consideration. 

This  bill,  as  reported,  reads  thus: 

**  Be  it  enaeiedf  &e.  That  hereafter. the  annual  meet- 
ing of  Congress  to  be  assembled  in  pursuance  of  the 
constitution,  shall  be  on  the  first  Monday  of  November 
or  every  year;  and  that  the  day  of  adjournment  of  the 
first  session  of  eveir  succeeding  Congress  shall  be 
the  second  Monday  of  May,  after  the  commencement  of 
such  session,  unless  Congress  shall  at  any  such  session, 
l>y  joint  resolution  of  both  Houses,  otherwise  provide." 

Mr.  PORTER  moved  to  strike  out  ••  first,"  before 
Monday,  in  the  beginning  of  the  bill,  and  insert  « third." 
The  motion  was  negatived. 

I'he  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed:  Ayes  27* 

PUBLIC  DEPOSITES. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
hill  to  regulate  the  deposites  of  the  public  money; 

when, 

Mr.  WEBSTER  rose  and  addressed  the  Chair  as  fol- 
lows: 

Ur.  President:  I  have  no  desire  to  make  myself  re- 
sponsible, in  any  special  manner,  for  what  may  either  be 
done  or  omitted,  on  this  subject.  It  is  surrounded  with 
difficulties,  some  of  them,  as  I  think,  unnecessarily  eve- 
^ted;  and  as  these  have  been  produced  by  measures  in 
which  I  did  not  concur,  it  naturally  belongs  to  others, 
who  did  concur  in  those  measures,  and  who  now  possess 
the  power,  to  apply  the  remedy,  according  to  their  judg- 
"*cnts,  and  on  their  own  responsibility.  But  I  Incline, 
nevertheless,  to  express  my  opinions  on  a  subject  of  such 
very  high  interest,  and  to  let  them  have  what  weight 
they  arc  entitled  to,  if  it  may  be  supposed  that  they  are 
entitled  to  any  weight  at  all. 

.  On  one  point,  I  presume  we  are  all  agreed,  and  that 
'«>  that  the  subject  is  of  great  importance.    It  affects  the 
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finances  of  the  country,  the  security  of  the  public  mo> 
ney,  and  the  state  of  the  currency;  and  it  affects,  also, 
the  practical  and  actual  distribution  of  power  among  the 
several  branches  of  the  Government. 

The  bill  comprises  provisions  for  two  objects: 

First,  regulations  for  the  custody  of  the  public  money 
between  the  time  of  its  collection  and  the  time  of  its  dis- 
bursement; and,  as  naturally  connected  with  this,  it  con- 
templates, or  must  at  least  very  materially  affect,  the 
currency  of  the  country,  the  exchanges,  and  the  usual 
operations  of  credit  in  the  commercial  world. 

The  second  direct  object  of  (he  bill  is  a  reduction, 
positive  or  contingent,  of  the  amount  of  money  in  the 
Treasury. 

It  seems  probable,  sir,  the  bill,  so  far  as  it  respects  the 
first  of  these  objects,  may  be  so  modified  as  to  receive 
the  approbation  of  a  majority  of  the  Senate.  A  com- 
mittee, acting  io  a  spirit  of  conciliation,  and 'with  an 
honest  desire  to  avoid  the  points  of  former  difference, 
might,  I  think,  agree  on  the  regulations  to  be  prescribed 
to  the  deposite  banks.  The  sentiments  which  have  been 
advanced  in  the  course  of  the  discussion,  do  not  appear 
to  be  irreconcilable.  In  the  present  state  of  things,  C 
see  no  way  but  to  employ  State  banks  as  depositories  of 
the  public  money;  and  I  have  a  sincere  desire  to  subject 
them  to  such  regulations,  and  such  only,  as  shall  make 
them,  in  the  highest  procticable  degree,  safe  to  the  Gov- 
ernment and  useful  to  the  country. 

To  this  end,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  first  step  is,  to 
increase  their  numbers.  At  present  their  number,  espe- 
cially in  the  large  cities,  is  too  small.  They  have  too 
large  sums  in  deposite,  in  proportion  to  their  capital  and 
their  legal  limits  of  discount.  By  this  means  the  public 
money  is  locked  up.  It  is  hoarded.  It  is  withdrawn,  to 
a  considerable  extent,  from  the  general  mass  of  com- 
merciitl  means,  and  is  suffered  to  accumulate,  with  no 
possible  benefit  to  the  Government,  and  with  great  in- 
convenience and  injury  to  the  general  business  of  the 
country.  On  this  point  there  seems  little  diversity  of 
opinion.  All  appear  to  agree  that  the  number  of  depos- 
ite banks  sIVould  be  so  far  increased,  that  each  may  re- 
gard that  portion  of  the  public  treasure  which  it  may 
receive,  as  an  increase  of  its  effective  deposites,  to  be 
used,  like  other  moneys  in  deposite,  as  a  basis  of  dis- 
count, to  a  just  and  proper  extent. 

I  regard  this  modification  of  the  present  system  as 
indispensable. 

I  think,  too,  that,  for  the  use  of  these  deposites,  the 
banks  should  pay  a  moderate  interest.  They  can  well 
aflford  it.  The  best  banks  in  the  States  will  be  ready,  I 
do  not  doubt,  to  receive  the  deposites,  on  that  condition 
among  others.  What  the  rate  of  interest  should  be,  de- 
pends very  much  on  what  we  may  do  with  the  surplus 
revenue.  If  we  leave  that  surplus  undistributed,  the  banks 
ought  to  pay  a  large  interest.  If  we  provide  for  distrib- 
uting the  surplus,  thus  leaving  but  a^mall  amount  in  the 
banks,  and  making  it  their  duty,  at  the  same  time,  to 
transfer  the  public  funds  from  place  to  place  when  re- 
quested, without  charge,  the  rate  of  interest  should  of 
course  be  less. 

I  agree,  too,  to  what  has  been  suggested,  respecting 
the  authority  to  change  those  banks.  They  ought  not 
to  be  changed,  but  for  plain  and  specific  cause,  set  down 
and  provided  for  in  the  law  itself.  Any  restriction  less 
than  this,  will  place  a  discretion  in  the  hands  of  the' Ex- 
ecutive which  will  be  very  capable  of  being  abused. 

Nor  should  the  Secretary  be  at  liberty  to  order  funds 
from  one  bank  to  another,  for  any  other  reason  than  the 
exigencies  of  the  public  service.  He  should  not  be  at 
liberty  to  use  the  public  treasure  for  the  purposes  of 
upholding  the  credit  or  increasing  the  means  of  any 
State  institution.  i 

The  bill  proposes  that  all  the  deposite  banks  shall  be 
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bound  to  keep,  at  all  timefl,  an  amount  of  specie  in  their 
vaults  bearing  a  certain  proportion  to  their  debts  and 
liabilities.  I  approve  of  this,  not  so  much  from  Uny  be- 
lief that  the  solidity  of  the  banks  can  be  secured  by  any 
such  prorision,  as  because  a  regulation  of  this  kind 
may  tend,  in  some  measure,  to  retain  a  certain  quantity 
of  specie  in  the  country,  and  by  that  means  to  secure, 
in  some  small  degree,  the  general  circulation  against 
violent  shocks.  But  I  do  not  attach  great  importance 
to  this. 

In  my  opinion,  Mr.  President,  if  the  bill  pass  with 
these  modifications,  a  considerable  benefit  will  be  con- 
ferred on  the  community.  Confidence  will  be,  in  some 
measure  at  least,  restoi^ed;  the  banks  will  possess  the 
power  of  useful  action,  and  the  distressing  uncertainty 
which  now  hangs  over  cyety  thing  being  dispelled,  the 
commercial  community  will  find  its  way  out  of  its  pres- 
ent embarrassment. 

'  Still,  sir,  I  am  bound  to  say  that  the  present  system, 
in  my  opinion,  can  never  be  perfect.  It  can  never  be 
the  best  system.  It  can  never  be  a  safe  regulator  of  the 
currency  of  the  country,  nor  furnish  solid  security  against 
derangement.  It  can  never  give  to  the  mercantile 
world  the  cheapest,  safest,  and  best  means  of  fiicilita- 
ting  domestic  exchanges.  The  State  banks  were  not 
made  for  these  general  purposes;  they  are  not  fitted  for 
them;  they  have  not  the  unity  and  comprehensiveness 
of  plan  and  of  operation  which  the  successful  accom- 
plishment of  such  purposes  requires.  They  are  sub- 
ject to  various  limitations  by  their  charters,  and  it  may 
even  be  doubtful,  in  some  cases,  whether  they  can  le- 
gally bind  themselves  in  such  stipulations  and  contracts 
as  we  propose  to  submit  to  them.  They  were  estab- 
lished for  local,  not  for  general  objects.  They  did  not 
expect  to  receive  Government  deposites;  and  it  might 
possibly  be  thought  important  to  their  stockholders  and 
customers  to  be  informed  whether,  in  case  of  failure  or 
insolvency,  the  priority  of  the  United  States  would  pre- 
vail, as  in  other  cases,  to  the  postponement  of  all  other 
debts  and  claims.  It  is  certainly  my  opinion,  sir,  that 
we  are  running  great  hazards  with  the  currency  of  the 
country.  I  see  no  well-assured  reliance  for  its  safety  in 
this  system  of  deposite  banks,  regfulated  as  well  as  they 
inay  be.  Nevertheless,  regulation  is  necessary,  nay,  it 
is  indispensable;  and  some  present  benefit  at  least  would 
arise,  I  am  persuaded,  from  the  passage  of  a  proper  law. 

I  come  now,  sir,  to  the  other  important  object  of  this 
bill — the  reduction  of  the  amount  of  money  in  the 
Treasury. 

And  here  the  first  question  is,  whether  there  will  be 
any  surplus  revenue.  Will  there  be  any  thing  to  divide 
at  the  end  of  this  year?  On  this  point  opinions  are  not 
agreed,  but  I  think  there  will  be  a  surplus,  and  a  largfe 
surplus.  I  do  not  see  any  probability  either  of  such  a 
fulling  ofl*  of  income,  on  the  one  hand,  or  such  an  in- 
crease of  expenditure,  on  the  other,  as  shall  leave  the 
Treasury  exhausted  at  the  end  of  this  year.  I  speak  of 
this  year  only,  because  the  measure  which  I  shall  pro- 
pose will  be  limited  to  the  end  of  this  year.  My  plan 
IS  to  provide  for  the  surplus  which  may  be  on  hand  at 
the  end  of  this  year,  and  to  stop  there.  As  to  the  prob- 
able state  of  the  Treasury  at  that  time,  1  agree  it  is 
matter  of  opinion  and  estimate;  but  we  know  what  sum 
18  on  hsnd  now,  and  we  are  drawing  the  session  to  a 
close,  when  appropriations  will  cease,  and  the  year  it- 
self is  already  half  expired.  It  would  seem,  then,  that 
we  ought  to  be  able  to  judge  of  the  state  of  the  Treas- 
ury six  months  hence,  without  risk  of  great  and  wide 
mistake.  I  proceed  on  the  following  general  estimate 
and  calculation: 
January  1,  1836?  Amount  of  money  in  the 

Treasury,  ....  $25,000,000 


Deduct  unexpended  balances  of  appropri- 
ations,    .....      8.000,000 


$17,000,00-. 
Revenue  of  the  first  quarter  of  1836,  -  11,000,«XO 
Estimate   for  the  three  last  quarters  of 

1836, 25.000,OOj 

Stock  in  late  Bank  of  the  United  States, 

including  premium,        ...      8,C00,C(«J 


Appropriations  in  1836,  esti- 
mated at    ...  .    $35,000,000 
Deduct  what  will  remain  as 
unexpended  balance  at  the 
'      end  of  the  year,   -  -      14,000,000 


$61,000,000 


21,000,KC' 


$40,000,0.> 


This  estimate,  sir,  does  not  rest  solely  on  my  on 
judgment.  I  find  others,  acquainted  with  the  subject, 
and  competent  to  judge,  coming  to  conclusions  not  far 
different  from  my  own.  It  is  true  this  rests  on  opinion 
It  cannot  be  mathematically  proved  that  we  shall  hare » 
surplus  in  the  Treasury  at  the  end  of  the  year;  but  th? 
practical  question  is,  whether  that  result  is  not  so  bigbN 
probable  that  it  is  oar  duty  to  make  some  provision  fo^ 
It,  and  to  make  that  provision  now.  I  propose  onlj  to 
divide  the  surplus.  If  it  shall  happen,  after  sUt  tb)t 
there  shall  be  no  surplus^  then  the  measure  will  hi»« 
done  no  harm.  But  if  the  surplus  shall  not  be  fortif 
millions,  but  only  thirty-five,  thirty,  twenty-five,  or  evta 
twenty,  still,  if  it  be  now  probable  that  it  will  r»cti 
even  the  lowest  of  these  sums,  is  it  not  our  duty  to  pro 
vide  for  it  ? 

This  is  a  contingent  measure,  not  a  positive  one.  It 
is  intended  to  apply  to  a  case,  in  my  judgment,  ver) 
likely  to  arise,  indeed,  I  may  say,  a  case  which,  in  »ll 
probability,  will  arise;  but,  if  it  should  not,  then  the 
proposed  measure  will  have  no  operation. 

1  have  already  observed  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  meas- 
ure should  be  limited  to  one  single  division—one  d<<^ 
tribution  of  the  surplus  money  in  the  Treasury.  In  i^*^ 
respect  my  proposition  differs  from  the  bill  of  the  hon- 
orable member  from  South  Carolina,  and  it  differii  ton, 
from  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  member  from 
New  York.  I  think  it  safest  to  treat  the  present  stite 
of  things  as  extraordinary,  as  being  the  result  of  tcci 
dental  causes,  or  causes,  the  recurrence  of  which  berr- 
aAer,  we  cannot  calculate  upon  with  certainty. 

There  would  be  insuperable  objections,  in  my  opin- 
ion, to  a  settled  practice  of  distribuling  revenue  aniong 
the  States.  It  would  be  a  strange  operation  of  thing?* 
and  its  effects  upon  our  system  of  government  wi"^ 
well  be  feared.  I  cannot  reconcile  myself  to  th«  »p«<^' 
tacle  of  the  States  receiving  their  revenues,  their  mea« 
even  of  supporting  their  own  Governments,  from  ^»* 
Treasury  of  the  United  States.  If,  indeed,  the  m<^ 
bill  could  pass,  and  we  could  act  on  the  policy,  vbicli 
think  the  true  policy,  of  regarding  the  public  Undi  >j 
a  fund  belonging  to  the  people  of  all  the  States, 
should  cheerfully  concur  in  that  policy,  and  be  viUi||lf 
to  make  an  annual  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  ^^^ 
lands,  for  some  years  at  least.  But  if  we  cannot  sep*' 
rate  the  proceeds  of  the  lands  from  other  revenue,  >< 
all  must  go  into  the  Treasury  together,  and  there  re- 
main together,  then  I  have  no  hesitation  in  ^^^^ 
now  that  the  income  from  customs  must  be  reddoed 
It  must  be  reduced,  even  at  the  hazard  of  ^"J^^J^ 
some  branches  of  manufacturing  industry;  ^^^^^^ 
in  my  opinion,  would  be  a  less  evil  than  that  ^'^^.^ 
nary  and  dangerous  state  of  things  in  which  the  Doit^ 
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States  should  be  found,  laying  and  collecting'  taxes  for 
the  purpose  of  distributing  them,  when  collected,  among 
the  States  of  the  Union. 

I  do  not  think  it  difficult  to  account  for  the  present 
overflowing  condition  of  the  Treasury.  The  Treasury  , 
enjoys  two  sources  of  income— the  custom-house  and 
the  public  lands.  The  income  from  the  customs  has 
been  large,  because  the  commerce  of  the  country  has 
been  g^reatly  extended,  and  its  prosperity  has  been  re- 
markable. The  exports  of  the  country  have  continued 
to  increase.  While  the  cotton  crop  has  grown  larger 
and  larger  from  year  to  year,  the  price  of  cotton  has 
stilly  kept  up.  Notwithstanding  all  the  apprehensions 
entertained  by  prudent  and  sagacious  men  to  the  con- 
trary, the  world  has  not  become  overstocked  with  this 
article.  The  increase  of  consumption  seems  to  keep 
pace  with  the  increase  of  supply.  The  consequence  is, 
a  ?ait  and  increasing  export  by  us,  and  an  import  cor- 
responding with  this  export,  and  with  the  amount  of 
earninfTs  in  the  carrying  trade;  since  the  general  rule 
undoubtedly  is,  taking  a  number  of  years  together,  that 
the  amount  of  imports,  and  the  earnings  of  freights,  are 
about  equal  to  the  amount  of  exports.  The  cotton  fields 
of  the  South,  most  unquestionably,  form  a  great  part  of 
ilie  basis  of  our  commerce,  and  the  earnings  of  our  nav- 
'^fttion  another. 

The  honorable  member  from  South  Carolina  bad  re- 
ferred to  the  tariff  of  1828  as  the  cause  of  the  swollen 
btate  of  the  Treasury.  I  agree  that  there  were  many 
things  in  the  act  of  1828  unnecessarily  put  there.  But 
we  know  they  were  not  put  there  by  the  friends  of  the 
«ct.  That  act  is  a  remarkable  instance,  I  hope  never 
to  be  repeated,  of  unnatural,  violent,  angry  legislation. 
Those  who  introduced  it  designed,  originally,  nothing 
more  than  to  meet  the  new  condition  of  tilings  which 
had  been  brought  about  by  the  altered  policy  of  Great 
Britain  in  relation  to  taxes  on  wool.  A  bill  with  the 
same  end  in  view  bad  passed  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  1827,  but  was  lost  in  the  Senate.  The  act  of 
1B28,  however  objectionable  though  it  certainly  was  in 
iTuny  respects,  has  not  been,  in  my  opinion,  the  chief 
cause  of  the  over-product  of  the  customs.  I  think 
the  act  or  1832,  confirmed  by  the  act  of  1833,  com- 
monly called  the  compromise  act,  has  had  much  more 
to  do  in  producing  that  result.  Up  to  the  time  of 
<he  passing  of  the  act  of  1832,  the  minimum  principle 
bad  been  preserved  in  laying  duties  on  certain  manu&c- 
tures,  especially  woollen  cloths.  This  ill-understood 
^nd  much-reviled  principle  appears  to  roe,  nevertheless, 
iind  always  bad  appeared  to  me,  to  be  a  just,  proper, 
efTectual,  and  strictly  philosophical  mode  of  laying  pro- 
tecting duties.  It  is  exactly  conformable,  as  I  think, 
j^ith  the  soundest  and  most  accurate  principles  of  po- 
litical economy.  It  is,  in  the  most  rigid  sense,  what  all 
such  enactments,  so  far  as  practicable,  should  bet  that 
'^  to  say,  a  mode  of  laying  specific  duty.  It  lays  the  im- 
post exactly  where  it  will  do  good,  and  leaves  the  rest 

.  '  It  is  an  intelligent',  discerning,  and  discriminating 
principle;  not  a  blind,  headlong,  generalizing,  uncalcu- 
bting  operation.  Simplicity  undoubtedly  is  a  great 
beauty  in  acts  of  legislation,  as  well  as  in  works  of  art; 
put  in  both  it  must  be  a  simplicity  the  result  of  congru- 
^^y  of  parts,  and  adaptation  to  the  end  designed;  not  a 
rude  generalization,  which  either  leaves  the  particular 
object  unaccomplished,  or,  in  accomplishing  it,  accom- 
phshes  a  dozen  others  also,  which  were  not  desired.  It 
IS  a  simplicity  which  is  wrought  out  by  knowledge  and 
SKill;  not  the  rough  product  of  an  undistiuguishing, 
sweeping,  general  principle. 

Let  us  suppose  that  the  gradations  in  woollen  cipths 
DC  represented  by  a  line.  At  one  end  of  this  line  are 
|ho8e  of  ihe  highest  price,  and  let  the  scale  descend  to 
'he  oilier  end,  where,  of  course,  will  be  those  of  the 


lowest  price.  Now,  with  the  two  ends  of  this  line  our 
manufacturers  have  not  much  to  do:  that  is  to  say,  they 
have  not  much^to  do  with  the  production  of  the  very 
highest,  or  the  very  lowest,  of  these  articles.  Generally 
speaking,  they  work  in  the  intermediate  space.  It  was 
along  this  space,  along  this  part  of  the  line  of  work,  that 
the  minimum  principle,  as  it  has  been  usually  called* 
operated.  It  struck  just  where  the  great  object  of  pro- 
tection required  it  to  strike,  and  it  struck  no  where  else. 
All  the  rest  it  left  free.  It  wasted  no  power.  It  accom- 
plished its  object  by  the  least  possible  expenditure  of 
means.  Its  aim  was  levelled  at  a  distinct  and  well-dis* 
cerned  object,  and  its  aim  was  exact,  and  the  object  waa 
reached. 

But  the  minimum  had  become  the  subject  of  obloquy 
and  reproach.  It  was  railed  at  even,  in  good  set  terms, 
by  some  who  professed  to  be,  and  who  doubtless  were, 
friends  of  the  protecting  policy.  It  was  declared  to  be 
deception.  It  was  said  that  it  cheated  the  people,  in- 
asmuch as  under  its  operation  they  did  not  see  what 
amount  of  taxes  they  really  paid.  For  one,  I  did  not 
admit  the  fact,  nor  yield  to  the  argument.  I  had  no 
doubt  the  people  knew  what  taxes  they  paid  under  the 
operation  of  the  laws,  as  well  as  we  woo  passed  the 
laws;  and  whether  they  stopped  to  make  precise  calcu* 
lations  or  not,,  if  they  found  the  tax  neither  oppressive 
nor  heavy,  and  the  effect  of  the  law  decidedly  salutary* 
I  did  not  believe  they  would  complain  of  it,  unless  it  was 
made  a  part  of  some  other  controversy.  The  minimum 
principle,  however,  in  its  application  to  broadcloths,  was 
overthrown  by  the  law  of  1832,  and  that  kw,  as  it  came 
from  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  as  it  finally 
passed,  substituted  a  general  and  universal  ad  valorem 
duty  of  fifty  per  cent.  An  effort  was  made  in  the  Sen- 
ate to  resist  this  general  ad  valorem  system,  and  to  hold 
on  to  the  specific  duty.  But  it  did  not  prevail.  The 
Senate  was  nearly  evenly  divided.  The  casting  or  turn- 
ing vote  was  held  by  a  gentleman,  a  friend  for  whom  1 
always  entertain  very  high  regard,  a  member  from  Mary- 
land, and  not  now  in  the  Senate.  After  the  discussion, 
be  admitted  himself  almost  satisfied  that  the  law,  in  this 
particular,  ought  not  to  be  altered;  but  his  impression 
against  the  minimum,  nevertheless,  finally  prevailed, 
and  he  voted  for  the  new  mode — that  is  to  say,  the  gen- 
eral ad  valorem  mode  of  laying  the  duty;  and,  to  render 
this  effectual,  he  himself  proposed  to  carry  that  duty  as 
high  as  sixty  per  cent.  The  Senate  fixed  it,  indeed,  at 
fifty-seven  per  cent.,  but  the  House  non-concurred,  and 
the  law  finally  passed,  as  all  know,  establishing  an  ad 
valorem  duty  of  fifty  per  cent,  on  wollen  cloths,  &c. 

Xow,  Mr.  President,  when  we  recollect  that  the  du- 
ties on  woollen  fabrics,  of  all  kinds,  bring  into  the  Treas- 
ury four,  or  five,  or  six  millions  a  year,  every  man  ac- 
quainted with  our  manufactures  must  see  at  once  that  a 
portion  of  this  vast  sum  is  perfectly  useless  as  a  protect- 
mg  duty;  because  it  is  imposed  on  fabrics  with  which 
our  own  manufacturers  maintain  no  competition,  and  in 
regard  to  which,  therefore,  they  ask  no  protection.  I 
have  instituted  sundry  inquiries  for  the  purpose  of  learo" 
ing,  and  of  showing,  what  is  the  amount  of  duties  col- 
lected annually  on  wollens,  which  have  no  distinct  bear- 
ing, as  protecting  duties,  on  any  of  the  products  of  our 
manufacturers.  At  present  I  will  only  say,  and  will  say 
that  with  great  confidence,  that,  of  the  surplus  money 
now  in  the  Treasury,  several  millions  are  the  proceeds  of 
ad  valorem  duties,  which  have  conferred  no  perceptible 
benefit  whatever  on  our  manufacturing  establishments. 
It  is,  therefore,  sir,  that  I  regard  the  law  of  1832,  and 
not  the  law  of  1828,  as  the  great  error  in  our  legislation. 
This  law  of  1828  was  confirmed  by  the  act  of  1833,  and 
is,  of  course,  in  actual  operation  at  the  present  moment, 
except  so  far  as  it  has  become  affected  by  the  gradual 
reduction  provided  for  by  the  last  mentioned  act.     I 
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The  instructions  went  on  to  say  that  if  the  commis* 
sioner  deemed  it  proper  to  have  counsel,  the  fees  paid 
for  such  purpose  would  be  allowed  him. 

Mr.  WALL  inquired  who  these  instructions  were 
signed  by? 

Mr.  BENTON  answered  that  they  were  signed  by 
George  Poindezter,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic IJinda,  He  apprehended  that  these  proceedings 
were  a  novelty  in  the  history  of  this  country,  or  in  that 
uf  Great  Dritnin,  and  he  trusted  that  they  never  would 
occur  again.  Mr.  Gwin,  having  become  acquainted  with 
the  manner  in  which  these  investigations  had  been  car- 
ried on-^epositions  to  be  taken  in  the  dark  without 
giving  him  an  opportunity  of  being  heard  in  his  de- 
fence-^counsel  to  be  feed  against  him,  &c.,  had  collect- 
ed a  mass  of  testimony  for  the  purpose  of  defending 
himself,  and  rebutting  the  charges  made  against  him; 
and  all  that  was  now  asked  was,  that  this  defence  might 
be  printed,  and  sent  abroad  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
accusations  against  him  had  been. 

Mr.  WALL  said  be  would  be  gUd  to  know  if  these 
instructions  were  the  act  of  a  committee  of  the  Senate, 
or  of  the  man  whose  name  was  signed  to  them.  They 
seemed  to  him  to  be  at  war  with  every  thing  like  justice. 

Mr.  BENTON,  in  answer,  read  the  rebolution  of  the 
Senate  under  which  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
were  directed  to  make  examinations  in  relation  to  al- 
leged frauds  with  respect  to  the  public  lands,  and  the 
resolution  authorizing  the  chairman  of  the  committee  to 
continue  the  examinations  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate. 
It  seemed,  therefore,  that  the  instructions  emanated  from 
the  Land  Committee,  and  were  signed  by  their  chairman, 
George  Poindexter.    . 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  that  he  knew  nothing  at  all  rel- 
ative to  the  charges  made  against  Mr.  Gwin^  but  it  ap- 
peared to  him  that  the  regular  course  would  be  to  refer 
the  whole  subject  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
If  Mr.  Gwin  had  satisfactorily  refuted  the  charges  made 
against  him,  or  had  not  succeeded  in  doing  so,  the  fact 
would  appear  by  the  report  of  the  committee.  The 
best  way  of  doing  justice  to  all  parties  would  be  to  sub- 
ject the  whole  matter  to  the  investigation  of  a  com- 
mittee. 

Mr,  EWING,  of  Otiio,  hoped  that  the  reference  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  would  not  be  made. 
The  charges  against  Mr.  Gwin  had  been  made  two  years 
ago.  He  (Mr.  E.)  was  not  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  at  that  time,  and  there  were  very 
few  of  that  committee  who  were  now  in  the  Senate.  If 
the  reference  proposed  were  not  perfectly  idle,  the 
effect  would  be  to  renew  the  investigation  into  the 
charges  against  Mr.  Gwin,  together  with  his  defence. 

Mr.  BENTON  was  also  opposed  to  the  reference.  He 
did  not  want  to  see  any  committee  of  that  body  sit  as 
inquisitors  on  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  It  seem- 
ed to  be  carrying  the  business  of  extra  judicial  impeach- 
ments beyond  any  thing  yet  sanctioned  by  the  people 
of  this  country,  or  warranted  by  the  constitution.  They 
had  seen  enough  of  these  inquisitorial  proceedings  in  that 
body.  The  whole  thing  was  wrong  from  its  inception;  it 
began  wrong,  it  went  on  wrong,  and  it  ended  wrong. 
The  Senate  had  got  itself  into  a  false  position,  and  could 
not  get  forwards  or  backwards  without  another  false 
step.  Tlie  most  becoming  thing  they  could  now  do, 
was  to  drop  the  whole  affair,  and  print  the  paper,  in 
order  to  allow  the  defence  to  take  the  same  direction 
that  had  been  given  to  the  accusation.  It  would  sound 
strange  to  the  cars  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
that  the  Senate  of  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-four, 
which  «et  itself  up  to  rectify  all  the  abuses  in  the  coun- 
try,  should  issue  a  commission  to  investigate  the  charac* 
vr  and  conduct  of  an  individual,  and  exprcRsly  furbid 
IV  commissioner  to  give  any  information  to  the  accused 


of  the  time  and  place  of  taking  depositions  agsinst  him, 
or  to  permit  any  person  to  interfere  with  ihe  perform- 
ance of  bis  duty,  though  lie  might,  at  bis  option,  giie 
copies  of  such  depositions  to  any  officer  implicated,  vbo 
might  reside  within  a  convenient  distance.  Sir,  (ntd 
Mr.B.,)  the  whole  thing  is  wrong  from  beginning  to 
end,  and  they  had  better  have  done  with  it  at  once.  Ad 
that  was  asked  by  Mr.  Gwin  was,  that  as  these  cbai^^ei 
against  biro  had  been  printed,  and  made  a  part  of  lbs 
public  documents,  his  answer  ahould  also  be  printed  tnd 
put  upon  the  record. 

Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  was  not  disposed  toansver  io 
behalf  of  the  gentleman  who  was  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  at  the  time  these  investigstioi^i 
were  ordered.  If  that  gentleman  were  here  he  couia 
answer  for  bimaelf.  With  respect  to  frauds  on  tb« 
public  lands,  it  was  right  that  each  branch  of  Congresi 
should  enter  into  investigations  to  ascertain  tbcD,  and 
apply  the  proper  remedy;  it  was  right  that  tbey  sbouKi 
not  be  permitted  to  pass  without  investigation.  He 
should  nut  undertake  to  say  whether  these  investifntioiu 
were  conducted  properly  or  otherwise.  The  genllenun 
who  conducted  them  was  not  here  to  explain  that  nut- 
ter; but  he  thought  the  Senate  ought  not  to  exhibit  any 
great  anxiety  to  get  out  of  this  matter,  because  the  lo- 
vestigation  was  a  very  proper  one,  and,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances then  existing,  the  Senate  coukl  not  hvt 
done  otherwise  than  order  it.  It  was  not  his  pu;- 
pose  now  to  Inquire  whether  those  investigations  »fT« 
conducted  properly  or  not;  all  he  rose  for  was  to  ub 
ject  to  the  reference  to  the  committee  of  a  matter  long  ; 
ago  passed  over.  It  could  not  now  be  referred  for  (U 
correction  of  a  present  evil,  but  to  pass  judgment  on  wbit 
had  heret(»fore  been  done. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  observed  that  the  matter  haJ 
now  gone  by,  and  he  could  not  but  express  his  regret 
that  such  unsuccessful  efforts  sliould  have  been  msde  to 
resist  a  course  of  procedure  calculated  to  do  the  greii- 
est  injustice  to  individuals  who  held  office  under  di^ 
Government.  He  said  then,  what  he  thought  now,  that 
it  was  an  act  of  great  iniustice  and  oppression,  to  gift 
power  to  the  committ^  to  enter  into  investigationi 
touching  the  moral  and  official  conduct  of  an  individual 
that  individual  being  absent,  and  unable  to  defend  bis- 
self,  without  giving  him  an  opportunity  of  knowing 
what  was  charged  against  him,  and  of  refuting  the  testi- 
mony that  might  be  offered.  The  Senate,  however,  pars- 
ed the  resolution  giving  this  psiwer  to  the  commiltefi 
with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers;  |nd  they 
went  on  with  their  examinations  till  towards  the  end  of 
the  session,  when  they  represented  that  tbey  were  una- 
ble to  bring  natters  to  a  clo«e,  and  requested  thsl  tlit 
examinations  might  be  continued  by  their  cliairman.  The 
chairman  himself  laid  a  resolution  to  this  purport  on  the 
table,  and,  to  his  astonishment,  as  well  as  of  others,  the 
reBolution  was  sustained  by  the  Senate. 
[Mr.  K.  here  read  the  resolution.] 
The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table  and  taken  up  fuf 
consideration  on  a  subsequent  day,  when  the  Senator 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Wbioht]  proposed  to  amend  it  by 
doing  that  which  ought  always  to  be  done,  to  guard  tlie 
right  of  individuals,  and  enable  them  to  come  forvanl 
and  defend  themselves,  when  testimony  was  ofi'<re(l 
impeaching  their  characters  as  houeat  men  and  public 
ofncers. 

[.Mr.  K.  here  read  Mr.  WRIGHT'S  amendment] 
This,  as  he  said,  was  the  amendment  proposed  to  the 
resolution,  giving  unlimited  power  to  the  chairmsn  of  the 
committee  to  enter  into  examinations,  without  giving  no* 
t)ce  to  the  party  whose  conduct  was  to  be  inquired  into, 
and  whose  morals  were  to  be  impeached;  and,  astoflish- 
ing  as  it  was,  this  amendment  was  negatived  by  s  vote 
taken  hy  ycni  and  nays. 
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[Mr.  K.  then  quoted  ttie  yeas  and  nays  from  the  jour- 
ni!  of  the  Senate.] 

Thus  then  was  this  immense  power  given  to  a  single 
in()ivi(lual,  to  go  through  the  country  to  make  any  inqui- 
nes  he  thought  necessary,  and  to  incur  any  expense  he 
might  think  proper,  (and  they  had  had  evidence  thisses- 
slcm  of  the  extent  to  which  this  expense  had  heed  car- 
ried, )  refusing  any  limitation  or  restriction  whatever.  This 
having  been  done,  it  was  but  an  act  of  justice,  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  to  give  to  the  individual  thus  impli- 
cated, an  opportunity  of  having  his  defence  placed  by 
the  aide  of  the  accusation.  Let  the  testimony  in  favor 
of  Mr.  Gwin  circulate  ts  widely  as  did  that  against  him, 
and  then  only  can  any  thing  like  justice  be  done  him. 
As  to  any  action  by  the  committee,  he  agreed  with  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Ewing]  that  it  was  out  of  the 
question,  and  therefore  a  reference  was  not  necessary. 

Mr.  PORTER  was  one  of  those  who  voted  for  these 
resolutions,  and  the  responsibility  that  he  took,  on  that 
occasion,  he  was  perfectly  willing  to  justify.  He  aver- 
red that  the  Senate  formed  no  incorrect  conclusions 
on  that  oQcasioh,  and  that  its  conduct  was  not  oppressive 
and  unjust,  as  alleged.  It  could  have  taken  no  other 
course  than  the  one  it  did,  without  defeating  the  object 
in  view.  Many  believed  that  the  greatest  frauds  were 
carried  on  in  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  an  inqui- 
ry was,  therefore,  absolutely  necessary.  But  what  was 
the  nature  of  the  inquiry?  It  was  not  into  the  conduct 
of  any  particular  officer  of  the  Government,  but  the  in- 
quiry  was  directed  to  be  general  as  to  all  the  land  offices. 
It  representations  were  made  now  that  frauds  were  com- 
mitted in  any  one  branch  of  the  Government,  would  the 
Senator  from  Alabama  refuse  to  institute  an  inquiry  be- 
cause a  particular  officer  of  the  Government  mi^^ht  be 
implicjit^,  and  the  Senate  be  called  on  to  impeach  him? 
Was  it  not  common  in  the  Governments  of  all  other 
countries  as  well  as  this  to  institute  inquiries  into  the 
conduct  of  their  officers,  to  ascertain  whether  frauds 
had  been  committed;  and  was  it  ever  heard  of  before 
that  such  investigations  should  not  go  on  because  frauds 
were  alleged  against  individuals?  It  was  said  that  the 
resolution  was  extraordinary,  because  no  opportunity 
was  allowed  the  individuals  who  might  be  implicated  to 
defend  themaelves  by  a  cross-examination  of  the  wit- 
nesses. But  was  there  a  charge  against  any  individual? 
The  inquii*y  was  to  be  a  general  one{  and  would  it,  there- 
fore, be  right  to  give  notice  to  every  individual,  who 
might  be  supposed  to  be  implicated,  to  come  forward  to 
disprove  what  might  be  alleged  against  him?  It  would 
be  very  extraordinary,  indeed,  if  it  should  have  been 
thought  necessary  to  all  who  might  by  possibility  be  in- 
volved in  the  inquiry.  Mr.  P.  here  read  the  resolutions 
and  instructions  of  the  committee,  commenting  on  them 
&t  some  length,  and  justifying  them  as  proper  and  ne- 
cessary for  the  occasion.  The  motion  of  the  Senator 
from  New  York  to  amend,  that  had  been  referred  to  by 
the  Senator  from  Alabama,  was  resisted  on  the  ground  that 
the  resolution  was  a  mere  matter  of  inquiry,  no  person 
believing  that  any  judgment  was  to  follow  it;  that  it  was 
purely  intended  aa  a  foundation  for  legislative  proceed- 
ings. It  was  to  proceed  like  a  grand  jury;  and  he  rec- 
ollected that  it  was  averred  at  the  time  that  this  investi- 
ICation  would  tend  to  the  injury  of  no  person  whatever, 
because  no  judicial  proceedings  would  be  gone  into 
without  giving  time  to  any  person  implicated  to  offer 
evidence  in  his  defence.  If  any  person  was  to  be  tried, 
it  was  on  all  hands  determined  to  give  him  an  opportuni- 
ty to  come  forward  and  exculpate  himself  before  any 
further  action  would  be  had.  Mr.  P.  thought,  there- 
fore, that  there  were  no  grounds  for  finding  fault  with 
the  proceedings  of  the  Senate.  The  investigation  was  a 
general  one;  and,  while  it  was  going  on,  it  would  have 
defeated  its  objects  to  give  notice  relative  to  the  depo- 1 


sitions  that  were  to  be  taken.  Mr.  P.  had  no  objection 
to  placing  these  papers  on  the  files  of  the  Senate.  If 
the  individual  had  any  evidence,  he  had  rather  receive 
it  than  his  allegations;  but  he  thought  the  whole  matter 
ought  to  be  referred  to  the  examination  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  very  much  regretted  that  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Public  1.Ands  should  object  to 
the  reference  of  this  paper.  His  object  was  that  full 
justice  should  be  done  to  Mr.  Gwin,  to  Mr.  Poindexter, 
and  to  the  Senate.  He  would  not  agree  that  the  Senate 
had  not  the  right  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  public 
officers  when  serious  frauds  had  been  charged  against 
them,  as  he  had  heard  alleged  on  that  floor.  Serious 
frauds  had  been  alleg^ed  against  Mr.  Gwin,  and  among 
other  charges  was  one  that  he  had  amassed  a  large  fortune 
in  a  very  short  time.  This,  alone,  was  very  suspicious,  and 
an  investigation  was  ordered.  The  session  was  a  short 
one,  and  the  committee  reported  that  they  could  not  get 
through  with  the  examination  before  its  close,  the  chair- 
man proposing,  by  a  resolution,  that  he  should  be  author- 
ized to  go  on  with  the  examinations  in  the  recess.  This 
was  agreed  to.  He  did  not  now  propose  to  inquire 
whether  these  examinations  were  conducted  properly  or 
not.  One  thing  was  now  assumed  here,  and  that  was, 
the  innocence  of  Mr.  Gwin,  and  the  guilt  of  Mr.  Poin- 
dexter. Now,  something  was  due  to  the  absent;  and  an 
investigation  by  a  committee  was  necessary  before  com- 
ing to  the  conclusion  that  Mr.  Poindexter  was  culpable. 
Now,  as  these  papers  had  taken  an  accusatory  course 
against  Mr.  Poindexter,  he  would  ask,  was  that  gentle- 
man called  on  for  his  evidence?  Was  he  notified  that 
he  was  to  take  Mr.  Gwin's  place,  and  that  depositions 
were  to  be  taken  to  implicate  him?  Was  this  an  ex 
parte  examination?  If  it  was  so  improper  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate  to  clothe  Mr.  Poindexter  with  these  extraor- 
dinary  powers,  he  would  ask  were  they  prepared  to 
sanction  the  same  thing  done  by  the  Executive,  who  had 
given  to  Mr.  Gwin,  or  somebody^  else,  the  power  to 
examine  into  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Poindexter? 

Now  they  were  called  on  to  vote  in  the  dark  for  the 
printing  of  these  papers,  of  which  they  knew  nothing, 
for  the  purpose  of  implicating  Mr.  Poindexter  and  the 
Senate  itself.  He  took  it  for  granted  that  the  inquiry  into 
alleged  frauds,  relative  to  the  public  lands,  was  a  proper 
one;  and  if  Mr.  Poindexter  abused  the  power  with 
which  he  was  intrusted,  it  was  not  the  fault  of  the  Sen- 
ate; and  the  fact  whether  this  was  so  or  not,  could  be 
best  ascertained  by  the  examination  of  a  committee. 
They  had  been  told  that  there  was  nothing  for  the  ac- 
tion of  a  committee.  Now  he  thought  otherwise.  The 
character  of  an  officer  of  the  Government  had  been  im- 
plicated; he  had  been  charged  with  an  abuse  of  office, 
and  his  defence  was  before  them.  Now,  if  Mr.  Gwin 
was  innocent,  he  ought  to  be  called  so.  When  he  voted 
for  the  inquiry,  his  object  was  to  do  justice  to  Mr. 
Gwin  and  to  the  public;  and  in  voting  now  for  the  ref- 
erence, he  had  the  same  object  in  view.  Justice,  both 
towards  Mr.  Gwin,  and  one  who  had  formerly  been  a 
member  of  that  body,  required  the  reference.  If  they 
condemned  Mr.  Poindexter,  it  ought  to  be  with  their 
eyes  open.  They  all  knew  what  an  arduous  task  a  Sen- 
ator in  high  party  times  had  to  perform,  and  how  liable 
the  strict  execution  of  his  duty  was  to  subject  him  to 
censure.  No  member  of  that  body  would  be  willing 
that  his  conduct  should  be  censured  after  he  left  here 
without  an  examination;  and  he  called  upon  gentleitien  by 
what  was  due  to  themselves,  as  well  as  to  justice,  to 
vote  for  the  reference. 

Mr.  SHEPLEY  said,  if  the  Senator  from  Louisiana 
[Mr.  PoBTsn]  understands  that  the  investigations  of  the 
Committee  upon  the  Public  Umds  were  extended  only 
to  inquiries  of  a  general  character  into  alleged  frauds  in 
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the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  that  they  were  desifrneO 
for  legislative  purposes  only,  and  that  they  did^not 
relate  to  individual  character,  as  his  remarks  would  lead 
us  to  suppose,  he  is  greatly  in  error.  The  language  of 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  giving  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  the  power  to  make  an  ex  parte  inquiry  during 
the  recess  of  Congress  is,  in  some  respects,  expressed 
in  general  terms.  But  the  resolution  directs  the  chair- 
man to  proceed  in  the  investigation  which  had  been  prose- 
cuted during  the  session,  and  thus  refers  to  the  original 
resolutions  by  virtue  of  which  the  investigation  bad  been 
commenced. 

I  find,  said  Mr.  S.,  those  resolutions  in  the  Journal, 
and  to  enable  tlie  Senate  to  come  to  a  correct  understand- 
ing of  the  character  of  the  investigation,  I  will  read  an 
extract  from  one  or  two  of  them. 

In  the  third  resolution  is  found  this  language:     -^ 

y  That  the  committee  be  instructed  to  inquire  whether 
the  registers  of  the  land  offices  and  the  receivers  of  pub- 
lic moneys  at  any  of  the  land  offices  of  the  United  States, 
or  either  of  them,  have,  in  violation  of  law  and  of  their 
official  duties,  demanded  or  accepted  a  bonus  or  premi- 
um from  any  purchaser  or  purchasers  of  the  public  lands, 
at  public  or  private  sale,  for  the  benefit  of  such  officer  or 
officers,*'  8cc. 

And  the  following  language  is  found  in  the  fourth 
resolution: 

<*And  whether  any  register  or  receiver  has,  al  any 
time,  taken  in  payment  the  promissory  note  of  any  pur- 
chaser or  purchasers,  bearing  an  interest,  to  accrue  to 
the  benefit  of  such  register  or  receiver.*' 

Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  it  is  very  difficult  for  me  to  under- 
stand how  audi  language  can  be  said  not  to  authorize 
investigations  into  the  conduct  and  characters  of  individu- 
al men.  If  the  object  was  only  to  enlighten  us  in  regard 
to  our  legislative  duties,  it  would  not  seem  to  be  neces- 
sary to  inquire  whether  a  register  or  receiver  had  viola- 
ted the  law  and  his  official  duties.  What  were  the  facts, 
it  might  be  proper  to  inquire,  to  enable  us  to  legislate; 
but  whether  the  man  bad  been  guilty  of  a  violation  of  law 
and  of  official  duty,  was  an  inquiry  directly  involving  in- 
dividual character;  and  it  does  not  seem  to  be  necessary 
for  mere  purposes  of  legislation.  It  was  well  understood, 
at  the  time  the  resolutions  passed,  to  involve  individual 
character;  and  as  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Calhoun]  has  remarked,  Mr.  Gwin  was  openly  charged 
by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  with 
a  gross  violation  of  official  duty.  Such  was  the  language 
of  the  resolutions,  and  such  were  the  circumstances  in 
which  it  was  proposed  to  enter  upon  the  investigation. 

1  then  thought,  as  I  now  think,  that  it  was  due  to  the 
officer  implicated;  due  to  the  character  of  the  Senate  it- 
self; and  due  to  truth  and  justice,  that  the  investigation 
should  not  proceed  in  secret,  so  that  the  accused  could 
know  nothing  of  the  attempt  to  destroy  his  character; 
could  have  no  opportunity  even  to  know  the  persons 
who  would  appear  againbt  him,  much  less  to  cross-ex- 
amine them,  or  to  introduce  any  explanatory  or  rebutting 
testimony*  Feeling  that  the  first  principles  of  justice 
were  to  be  violated  in  such  a  proceeding,  1  offered  an 
amendment  to  the  fifth  resolution.  It  is  thus  stated  on 
the  Journal: 

•*  On  motion  of  Mr.  Shepley,  to  amend  the  fifth,  by 
striking  out  all  after  the  word  committee,  and  inserting, 
■  have  power  to  cause  testimony  to  be  taken  on  oath, 
where  any  misconduct  is  supposed  to  have  taken  place 
touching  the  matters  aforesaid;  and  in  case  any  person 
is  implicated,  such  person  to  be  notified,  and  be  entiiled 
to  introduce  testimony  in  exculpation  of  himself;  and  to 
cross-examine  all  witnesses  introduced  against  him.*  ** 

This  proposed  amendment  was  rejected  upon  a  divi- 
sion, by  yeas  and  nays,  a  party  vote  And  thus  did  the 
Senate  deliberately  enter  upon  an  investigation  directly 


impeaching  individual  character,  and  at  the  same  tioK 
refuse  to  the  individual  all  opportunity  of  being  heard. 
A  proceeding  thus  commenced  in  wrong,  could  be  ex> 
pected  to  end  only  as  it  has  done — in  wrong.  Com- 
mencing thus  before  a  committee  of  the  Senate,  theio- 
vestlgation  was  continued  during  the  recess  of  Coiigress 
by  the  resolution  before  referred  to,  when  another  at- 
tempt was  made  by  the  then  minority  to  obtain  for  the 
persons  implicated,  an  opportunity  to  be  heard,  and 
without  success.  It  is  now  after  two  years  have  elapsed, 
that  testimony  is  offered,  said  to  disprove  the  ctiirges 
made  against  the  officer;  and  we  now  are  asked  to  refuse 
to  print  this  testimony,  that  it  may  be  placed  upon  uur 
records  with  that  which  was  thus  secretly  obtained  and 
placed  on  record  against  him.  I  trust  that  we  may  no 
longer  continue  to  act  a  part  ao  ui\just.  This  testimonj 
should  be  printed  with  our  documents,  that  an  opportu- 
nity may  be  afforded  to  judge  of  the  truth  of  the  whuie 
matter. 

Mr.  MANGUM  said  he  voted  fur  the  resolution?,  aoJ 
against  the  amendments;  and  in  doing  so,  he  thougbt 
that  he  did  what  was  not  only  proper,  but  absolutely 
necessary,  under  the  circumstances  then  presented  to 
him.  It  must  be  remembered  that,  in  1834,  the  entire 
southern  country  was  rife  with  reporta  of  frauds  that  had 
been  committed  with  respect  to  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  in  the  southwest.  He  recollected,  that  when  be 
first  came  into  the  Senate,  he  brought  with  him  such  im- 
pressions. There  was  a  general  impression,  that  such 
frauds  had  been  practised,  and  under  such  circumstances 
the  investigation  was  ordered.  What,  then,  did  this  in- 
vestigation propose }  It  was  not  to  inquire  whether  A 
B  or  C  were  guilty,  but  to  inquire  whether  abuses  ex- 
isted in  the  land  offices,  for  the  purpose  of  applying  ^ 
legislative  remedy.  They  were  infbrmed  on  that  floor, 
that  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  it  was  worth  a  man's  life 
to  breathe  a  whisper  in  relation  to  these  frauds,  and  that 
men  would  not  give  their  depositions,  if  the  parties  im' 
plicated  were  to  be  present.  It  was  under  these  im- 
pressions that  he  was  willing,  at  this  incipient  stage,  to 
give  this  power  to  the  committee.  How  could  such  in- 
vestigations aff*ect  an  individual?  The  President  would 
not  remove  him  from  office  on  ex  parte  testimony.  But 
it  was  said  that  the  character  of  an  individual  would  be 
affected.  Was  it  believed  at  the  time  that  the  Senate 
would  adopt  a  report  without  giving  every  individual  an 
opportunity  of  defending  himself?  He  did  not  concur 
in  the  doctrine  that  the  Senate  had  no  right  to  enter  into 
inquiries  into  the  official  conduct  of  officers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. He  held  it  to  be  their  duty  to  ferret  out  cor- 
ruption  wherever  it  was  supposed  to  exist.  He  was  free 
to  say,  that  he  did  not  approve  of  the  instructions  of  the 
chairman  to  the  commissioners,  as  to  the  manner  of  tberr 
taking  depositions,  and  he  was  for  that  reason  willing  to 
vole  for  the  printing  of  the  answer  of  Mr.  Gwin.  Al* 
though  without  having  seen  this  paper,  he  believed  that 
it  assailed  the  chairman  of  the  committee  and  the  Senate 
with  virulence;  yet  as  he  deemed  the  instructions  under 
which  the  depositions  were  taken,  to  be  wholly  irregul*''i 
he  was  willing  to  give  to  Mr.  Gwin  an  opportunity  ot 
being  heard,  by  voting  for  the  printing  of  his  defence. 

Mr.  BENTON  observed  that  it  would  conduce  to  a 
right  view  of  the  matter  to  take  a  brief  view  of  iw 
whole  subject.  They  all  recollected  the  charges  that 
had  been  made  against  Mr.  Gwin;  and  although  hi« 
name  was  not  put  in  the  resolution,  yet  all  knew  that 
the  inquiry  was  commenced  against  him,  and  directeo 
against  him.  He  had  said  that  the  Senate  had  put  ilseK 
in  a  false  position  with  regard  to  this  whole  affair,  »'» 
he  would  take  upon  himself  to  prove  it.  He  would 
take  what  Senators  now  said,  to  the  right  and  It". 
and  compare  it  with  what  they  had  done.  They  no^r 
stated  that  this  movement  was  incipient;  that  It  ww  li*«  * 
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grand  jury   proceedin|^.     Here,  then,  was  an  inquiry 
instituted  against  an  officer  of  the  Government;  and  it 
was  said  that  the  committee,  being  a  grand  jury,  was 
not  bound  to  give  notice  to  the  party  whose  conduct 
was  to  be  inquired  into.     Every  gentleman,  who  justi- 
fied the  course  of  the  Senate,  must  put  it  on  this  ground. 
Xhe  examinations  being  thus  conducted,  the  commis- 
si oners^  who  were  charged  with  taking  testimony,  were 
informed  that  it  was  not  expected  that  they  should  give 
notice  to  any  person  of  the  time  and  place  of  their  ta- 
king depositions,  &c.     And  here  he  would  observe  that 
the    three  commissioners,   appointed  to  take  testimo- 
ny againt  Mr.  Gwin,  were  in  a  state  of  violent  enmity 
with  biori;  and  that  one  of  them  had  since  fallen  by  his 
hand.     Then,  what  was  the  testimony  that  had  been  re- 
turned to  the  Senate?    Why,  it  was  impeachable  mat- 
ter, charging  him  with  malversations  in  office,  and  filled 
with  the  strongest  epithets.     What,  then,  did  the  Sen- 
ate do  when  their  grand  jury  returned  to  them  this  im- 
peachable matter  sworn  against  Mr.  Gwin'     Why,  the 
very  next  step  of  the  Senate  was  to  admit  that  it  was  in 
a    false   position,  and  that  they  could  go  no  farther. 
They  directed  tiiatfive  thousand  copies  ox  the  testimony, 
taken  ex  parte^  against  this  officer  of  the  Government, 
should  be  publislied.     What  was  the  next  step?     Was 
it  to  take. measures  for  an  impeachment?    Why  did  they 
not  do  this?    It  was  the  next  regular  step.     There  was 
itotbing  that  they  could  do,  following  from  the  docu- 
ments before  them,  but  impeach;  and  he  now  declared, 
as  a  Senator,  that,  upon  such  testimony,  with  nothing  to 
counteract  it,  he  should,  on  an  impeachment,  vote  the 
officer  guilty,  and  eject  him  from  office.     Why  did  they 
not  proceed?    They  had  impeachable  matter  enough  on 
hand.     Why  did  they  stop?     It  was  because  they  found 
that  they  could  go  no  further,  without  implicating  them- 
selves.    What  did  they  do?    Did  they  frame  a  law? 
No.     Did  they  frame  an  ex  parte  impeachment  like  the 
one  they  did  against  the  President  of  the  United  States? 
No.     ImprimiSf  they  ordered  five  thousand  copies  to  be 
printed,  and  in  the  next  place  referred  the  whole  affiiir 
to  tlie  President,  in  order  that  he  might  dismiss  the  ac- 
cused from  office.     Why  did  they  send  this  impeachable 
mutte^  to  the  President'     What  did  the  President  do? 
He  sent  a  copy  of  the  report  to  every  officer  implicated, 
i'liis,  he  presumed,  was  the  President's  course,  for  it 
was  the  just  one.     One  of  these  implicated  officers  had 
returned  an  answer  to  the  charges  against  him,  and  this 
answer  was  now  sent  to  the  Senate.     What  a  strange 
condition  tlie  Senate  was  placed  in.     They  commenced 
an  impeachment,  collected  an  abundance  of  impeacha- 
ble matter,  and  then  sent  ^t  to  the  President,  who  sends 
a  copy  of  it  to  the  officer  impeached,  who  was  not  al- 
lowed a  hearing  while  his  trial  was  going  on;  and  the 
anj«wer  of  that  officer    was  now  sent  back  to  them. 
Since  the  movement  now  was  to  refer  these  criminal 
charges  that' had  been  made  two  years  ago,  and  then 
shuffled  off,  and  which  were  now  brought  home  to 
them,  he  bad  no  objection  to  that  courses  because  he 
wished  to  see  how  the  committee  would  act  on  them — 
to  see  whether  tbey  would  bring  in  a  resolution  to  send 
the  papers  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  for  the  pur- 
pose or  having  an  impeachment  framed.     Sir,  (said  Mr. 
B.,)  the  Senate  has  got  itself  into  a  false  position.     It  is 
in  the  nme  position  it  was  in  when  it  shoved  off  the 
affair  upon  the  President.     It  could  not  go  on  with  the 
businesB.     Coukl  they  try  the  impeachment?    He  ap- 
prehended not.     No  member,  he  thought,  would  lay 
a  resolution  on  the  table,  declaring  that  Samuel  Gwin 
was  guilty,  and  ought  to  impeached. 

The  debate  on  the  expunging  resolution  had  circula- 
ted too  widely  for  gentlemen  to  venture  on  that.     The 
? gentleman  from  Oliio  had  said  that  he  would  never  re- 
rain  from  inquiring  into  frauds  for  the  purpose  of  ap- 
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plying  the  proper  remedy.  Why,  then,  did  not  the 
gentleman  go  on?  Here  was  impeachable  matter  sworn 
to,  and  let  the  gentleman  proceed  with  it.  He  would  tell 
the  gentleman  that  the  Senate  would  be  ruined  if  it  went 
on  much  further  with  these  extra-judicial  proceedings. 
The  matter  had  gone  far  enough  already;  and,  if  they 
went  further  without  the  House  of  Representatives, 
they  would  violate  the  constitution. 

Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  replied  to  Mr.  Bsirroir  at 
length,  and  contended  that  the  resolutions  of  the  Senate, 
and  the  manner  of  conducting  the  inquiry,  were  proper-* 
necessary  to  attain  the  object  in  view.  He  did  not  believe 
that  information  could  have  been  obtained  if  notice 
had  been  given  of  the  time  and  place  of  taking  the  de« 
positions;  and  instanced  the  investigations  that  were 
made  by  the  Post  Office  Committee,  calling  upon  the 
chairman  to  inform  the  Senate  how  these  were  conduct- 
ed, and  whether,  in  his  opinion,  correct  information 
could  have  been  obtained  if  they  had  notified  the  par- 
ties implicated,  of  the  time  and  place  of  taking  deposi- 
tions. 

Mr.  GRUNDY,  being  thus  called  on,  replied  that, 
when  the  Post  Office  Committee  were  about  to  enter  on 
their  examinations,  they  came  to  the  determination, 
unanimously,  that  their  best  course  would  be  to  take 
depositions  without  giving  the  parties  implicated  notice 
of  the  time  and  place  of  so  doing.  This  was  done  in 
every  case;  but,  when  the  testimony  in  each  case  was 
concluded,  he,  as  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  noti- 
fied each  individual  implicated  of  the  matter  brougiit 
against  him,  and  called  upon  him  to  defend  himself. 
He  did  not  believe  that  correct  information,  with  regard 
to  matters  before  the  Post  Office  Committee,  could  have 
been  obtained  by  any  other  mode  of  inquiry. 

Mr.  SOUTH ARD  proceeded  to  take  a  view  of  the 
reasons  which  induced  the  Senate  to  institute  the  in- 
quiries referred  to.  Early  in  the  session  of  1834,  com* 
plaints,  in  a  great  variety  of  forms,  were  made  in  regard 
to  frauds  in  relation  to  the  lands  ceded  by  the  Choctaws, 
and  in  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  commissioners  under 
that  cession.  Subsequent  charges  were  made  as  to  ex- 
tensive frauds  that  bad  been  committed,  not  only  in  Mis- 
sissippi, but  in  other  States;  it  was  not  against  one  man, 
but  against  the  general  administration  of  the  land  offi- 
cers. I'he  question  then  before  the  Senate  was,  will  it 
do  any  thing  to  arrest  these  frauds,  and  make  the  neces- 
sary inquiries  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  how  they  . 
can  be  arrested?  Hiis  was  his  inquiry.  He  had  no 
reference  to  Samuel  Gwin,  or  to  any  other  single  indi- 
vidual. His  only  object  was  to  ascertain  whether  such 
frauds  had  been  committed,  and  how  they  could  be  pre- 
vented by  the  legislation  of  Congress.  The  votes  he 
gave  were  governed  by  these  considerations,  and  no 
other.  If  any  thing  improper  had  been  done  in  conduct- 
ing the  inquiry,  it  did  not  prove  that  it  ought  not  to 
have  been  instituted.  Every  step  in  that  inquiry  was 
directed  by  its  legislative  action,  and  every  other  step 
was  accidenUl.  Mr.  S.  read  the  different  proceedings 
on  the  subject  from  the  journals  of  1834.  The  inquiries 
were  general,  in  order  to  ascertain  what  legislation  was 
necessary,  and  the  Senate  would  find,  by  reference  to 
the  journals,  that  an  act  was  reported,  a  fact  omitted  in 
the  discussion  of  this  morning.  Suppose,  in  the  course 
of  the  investigation,  they  should  find  that  an  officer  had 
received  a  bonus  for  the  sale  of  a  tract  of  land,  would  it 
not  be  proper  for  them  to  introduce  a  resolution  pro- 
viding for  the  introduction  of  a  law  to  prevent  such  acts 
for  the  future?  not  to  go  back  to  punish  the  officer  who 
was  guilty,  for  that  would  be  too  late,  but  for  the  pur- 
pose of  framing  a  law  that  would  guard  against  such 
frauds  in  future.  The  Senate  would  find,  on  looking  at 
the  whole  proceedings,  that  legislative,  and  not  judicial, 
action  was  contemplated  from  beginning  to  end. 


1667 


GALES  &,  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


1668 


Sevats.] 


Louiniiie  and  Portland  Canal. 


[Ju»  2, 18o6. 


By  a  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Poindezter,  the 
inquiry  was  pursued  through  the  Treasury  and  War  De- 
partments, and  the  answers  from  these  Departments  did 
not  come  in  until  the  13th  of  June.  On  the  22d  of  June, 
Mr.  Poindexter  offered  a  resolution  authorizing  the 
chairman  to  proceed  in  the  investigations  already  com- 
menced. Now,  what  then  was  the  duty  of  the  Senate? 
The  Secretaries  of  War  and  Treasury  had  made  their 
communications,  and  the  committee  had  reported  that 
they  could  not  conclude  their  investigations  that  session. 
The  inciuiry  was,  should  they  stop  there?  Every  bod^ 
believea  that  stupendous  frauds  had  been  committed;  it 
was  too  late  to  deny  the  fact  now«  and  he  for  one  thought 
that  these  investiptions  should  proceed.  And  as  it 
would  have  been  impossible  for  the  committee  to  go  to 
the  different  States  where  these  examinations  were  to  be 
made,  Mississippi,  Alabama,  Ohio,  Michigan,  &c.,  he  had 
no  difficulty  in  coming  to  the  conclusion,  that  it  would 
be  proper  to  trust  the  further  prosecution  of  the  business 
to  their  chairman.  They  could  have  continued  the  in- 
quiry in  no  other  mode.  He  was  not  here  the  apologist  of 
the  chairman,  but  he  thought  that  justice  should  be  done 
to  him  as  well  as  to  others.  Well,  then,  it  was  proper 
to  make  these  investigations  by  depositions.  If  it  was 
not  so,  it  was  wrong  for  the  Post  Office  Committee  to  do 
so.  The  testimony  could  not  be  justly  taken  in  another 
way.  If  there  had  been  error  in  the  chairman  of  the 
committee,  the  Senate  was  not  to  answer  for  it.  ilf 
blood  bad  been  shed,  in  consequence  of  the  manner  of 
conducting  these  inquiries,  the  Senate  was  not  chargea- 
ble; they  did  not  direct  that  the  inquiries  should  be  made 
in  an  improper  manner.  They  only  directed  that  the 
inquiries  should  be  made  by  depositions. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  would  not  defend  the  instructions  to  the 
commissioners;  but  he  would  say  that  if  instructions  had 
been  given  to  them  to  give  notices  to  the  parties  implica- 
ted, and  to  take  their  counter  testimony,  such  proceeding 
would  constitute  the  commissioners  into  a  criminal  court 
for  the  trial  of  individuals,  and  to  make  the  iiiquiry  a 
criminal  process,  instead  of  a  foundation  for  legislative 
proceedings.  l*hese  were  the  views  on  which  be  voted. 
The  result  was,  that,  at  the  succeeding  session,  the 
chairman  (Mr.  Poindexter)  made  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  resolution,  that  the  charges  be  referred  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  Where  then  was  the 
▼oice  that  is  now  raised  against  the  judicial  proceedings 
of  the  Senate'  No  man  pretended  to  say  then  that  the 
Senate  had  placed  itself  in  a  false  position.  Mr.  S.  pro- 
ceeded at  length  to  defend  the  propriety  of  this  course 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate.  It  was  said  that  the  whole 
affair  was  ended  by  printing  the  report,  and  its  reference 
to  the  President;  but  this  was  a  very  incorrect  view  of 
the  subject;  the  reference  to  the  President  was  merely 
incidental.  But  on  the  very  day  the  chairman  reported 
a  bill,  with  the  very  view  of  fulfilling  the  purpose  for 
which  this  inquiry  was  made,  being  a  bill  of  six  pages, 
to  provide  against  the  commission  of  these  frauds.  Was 
it  true,  then,  that  the  inquiry  was  fruitless,  and  that  it 
ended  ina  reference  of  this  subject  to  the  President?  No, 
the  result  of  that  investigation  would  be  found  in  the  bill 
that  had  been  reported,  and  would  be  found  in  the  labors 
of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  who  had  made  use 
of  this  very  information,  and  would  very  soon  place 
before  them  a  bill  which  would  show  how  useful  that 
inquiry  had  been.  Where,  then,  was  the  evidence  that 
the  Senate  bad  placed  itself  in  a  false  position? 

Mr.  CAIAOUN  agreed  partiv  with  his  friend  from 
North  Carolina,  but  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  the 
printing  ought  to  be  after  the  report  of  the  committee. 
Not  a  single  Senator  had  read  the  whole  of  this  evidence; 
not  a  Senator  knew  whether  it  exculpated  the  officer 
implicated,  or  whether  it  implicated  tlie  conduct  of  the 
chairman;  and  In  the  dark  they  were  asked  tu  print  the 


testimony.  Now,  he  thought  that  to  do  justice  to  ill 
parties,  to  Mr.  Gwinn  himself,  as  well  as  othen,  ihe 
proper  course  was  to  refer  it  to  a  committee.  If  Ihe 
object  in  sending  this  document  here  was  to  implic^e  i 
former  member  of  that  body,  who  had,  in  the  disclarge 
of  arduous  duties,  been  implicaled*  every  principle  of 
honor  and  justice  required  that  they  should  be  referred 
and  examined  before  sending  them  abroad  to  the  world. 
As  to  the  dangerous  doctrine,  that  this  body  is  not  to 
look  into  malfeasances  in  office,  it  had  been  avoved 
here  for  the  first  time.  Never  had  it  been  avoved  m 
the  British  Parliament,  from  which  we  took  our  pnc 
ticc,  nor  had  it  been  advanced  in  any  of  the  Sute  Legis- 
latures. Such  a  doctrine  would  surreoder  entirely  the 
Legislative  power  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  C.  continued  his  remarks  to  some  conridcrable 
length;  after  which, 

Mr.  WHITE  and  Mr.  WALKER  cxpresBcd  U»cm. 
selves  briefly  in  favor  of  printing. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs.  PREN- 
TISS, MANGUM,  PRESTON,  PORTER,  WALL. 
NILES  and  BROWN;  when. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PORTER  to  lay  the  whole  subject 
on  the  table,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  the  ful- 
lowing  vole:  , 

YxAs—Messrs.  Black,  Calhoun,  Crittenden,  Ewing  ol 
Ohio,  Goldsborough,  Kent,  King,  Leigh,  Mangum, 
Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  SonUiard,  Toroliown, 
White--15.  ^.    , 

NATS—Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cuthber , 
Ewing  of  Illinois,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  Kmgoi 
Georgia,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Rives,  Robinson.  Rug 
gles,  Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wall,  Wngbt— ^ 

On  motioh  of  Mr.  BLACK, 

The  Senste  then  adjourned. 

Tmubsdat,  Jome  2. 
LOUISVILLE  AND  PORTLAND  CANAL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio, 

The  bill  authorizing  the  purchase  of  the  privsie  stoct 
in  the  Louisville  and  Portlsnd  canal,  was  taken  up^  an<> 
the  pending  amendment  having  been  "withdrawn, 

Mr.  EWING  said  he  was  satisfied  that  the  importance 
of  this  measure  had  not  been  fully  weighed,  and  i'» 
nature  duly  appreciated  by  the  Senate  before  the  voJc 
was  Uken  upon  it  the  other  dsy.  I  have  (said  Mr.  b  ) 
since  that  time  ascertained  more  fully  the  objecnon-i  oi 
gentlemen  to  this  measure,  and  the  opinions  upon  wiijc 
those  objections  rest,  and  I  am  further  satisfied  t « 
there  is  the  most  friendly  disposition  towards  the  biii  u 
those  difficulties  can  be  removed. 

Some  gentlemen  object  to  the  extension  of  these  i  • 
provcments  by  the  United  SUtes  beyond  those  wstcrs  in 
which  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows,  with  an  exccpuon,  per- 
haps, in  favor  of  the  very  margin  of  our  great  las 
This  is  a  notion  which  we  have  derived  from  England* 
it  is  a  part  of  the  common  law  applicable  to  that  cou  ' 
try,  but  not  to  this.    In  England  there  are  no  rivers  na^  • 
gable,  in  fact,  above  the  flowing  of  the  tide.    U  'Y^ 
reasonable,  therefore,  that  they  should  not  be  con"J«'; . 
navigable  in  law.     But  that  rule  is  perfectly  absum 
when  applied  to  the  mighty  rivers  of  our  ^"f^^^l 
which  sustain  a  commerce  in  vessels  large  as  Bsst  i 
men,  for  three  thousand  miles  of  their  course,  sno  c 
pared   with  which  the  royal  rivers  of  England.    « 
Thames,  the  Humbcr,  and  tlie  Severn,  are  but  n  - 
We  constantly  forget  that  we  are  not  still  inhabitinw 
an  island;  it  is  our  habitual  tendency  to  apply  in««*^  ^ 
to  our  broad  continent.  . ^^ 

But  the  constitution  considers  these  great  vcs 
rivers  as  belonging  to  the  Union.    The  o^inance  y 
1787,  in  that  part  of  it  which  is  an  irrepcalablc  compa*^ 
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with  the  people  of  the  North weitern  Territory,  and 
which  is  adopted  by  the  conttitution,  declares  that  the 
Mississippi  river,  and  the  navigable  waters  flowing  there* 
in,  shall  be  common  highwajn,  open  to  all  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States.  This  single  provision  takes  those 
rivers  out  of  the  care  and  charge  of  the  several  States, 
and  makes  them  national  rivers,  and,  as  such,  thev  ouffht 
to  be  kept  open  and  nmintained  in  a  condition  of  useful- 
ness at  the  national  expense. 

Aeain,  it  it  objected  that  we  cannot  purchase  this 
canal,  though  we  might  clear  out,  if  practicable,  the  ob- 
structions in  the  channel  of  the  river. 

The  construction  of  the  Louisville  canal,  being  the 
work  of  individuals,  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  relative 
rights  and  duties  of  the  United  States  and  the  people  of 
the  West.  Whatever  we  would  have  had  a  right  to 
claim  if  that  canal  had  never  been  constructed,  we  may 
claim  now,  with  the  same  reason.  The  navigation  of  the 
river  is  still  obstructed;  if  not  bv  the  falls,  by  a  heavy 
toll  to  avoid  the  falls.  Suppose,  tnen,  no  canal  had  ever 
been  made,  and  that  the  obstruction  in  the  navig^ation  of 
the  river  was  as  nature  formed  it:  would  not  the  United 
States  have  the  right,  and  would  it  not  be  their  duty,  to 
remove  it,  if  practicable,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding 
the  value  of  the  object  to  be  att»ined?  But  suppose  it 
were  necessary  to  go  upon  the  shore  and  cut  a  canal  to 
avoid  the  falls,  thus  leaving  the  channel  of  the  river  a 
little :  I  think  no  one  can  be  so  straitlaced  as  to  deny  our 
right  to  do  this,  with  the  assent  of  the  State  on  whose 
territory  we  enter.  If  this  be  admitted,  we  might  con- 
tract with  individuals,  Kentucky  assenting,  to  construct 
just  such  a  canal  as  that  at  Louisville,  at  precisely  the 
price  which  we  propose  to  pay  for  that;  and  if  we  majr, 
why  not  buy  the  one  already  constructed?  It  seems  to 
me  there  is  nothing  in  the  objection,  and  I  hope  the 
amendment  which  we  lost  the  other  dsy  in  committee 
will  be  restored,  and  that  the  bill  will  pass.  It  is  of  great 
importance  to  the  western  commerce. 

Mr.  PORTER  made  a  few  observations  in  favor  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  said  he  had  some  amendments  to 
offer  to  this  bill,  the  object  of  which  was  to  remove  ob- 
jections which  bad  been  developed  during  the  discussion 
the  other  day.  He  had  but  little  to  say  in  addition  to 
what  he  had  then  said,  and  he  could  not  believe  that  the 
Senate,  fairly  and  fully  understanding  this  bill,  would 
hesitate  to  pass  it.  He  lyd  said  on  a  former  occasion, 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  deal  liberally 
as  well  as  justly  with  the  stockholders,  and  he  had  voted 
to  oflTer  them  12^  per  cent,  above  par  for  their  stock. 
The  committee  had  proposed  par  onlv,  and  he,  as  the 
organ-  of  the  committee,  had  presented  that  proposition 
in  the  bill.  Subsequent  information,  however,  had  in- 
duced him  to  believe  that  the  stock  could  not  be  had  at 
par,  but  could  be  had  at  12^  above  par.  It  was  known 
that  the  stock  had  even  been  higher,  had  sold  in  one  in- 
stance at  \7i  above,  and  it  had  recently  been  quoted  in 
the  Philadelphia  papers  at  16  above  par.  He  had,  on 
that  occasion,  given  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  stock  was 
not  intrinsically  worth  as  much  as  the  market  price  would 
indicate.  He  still  thought  that  opinion  correct,  and 
that  there  were  reasons  for  that  opinion  which  were 
strong  and  convincing.  The  demands  of  the  people  west 
of  the  mountains,  and  of  their  commerce,  almost  incal- 
culable in  extent,  that  they  should  be  released  from  tri- 
bute at  the  falls  of  the  Ohio,  were  reasonable  and  just. 
That  commerce  must  forever  remain  at  war  with  the 
company  monopoly  there,  and  this  conflict  (said  Mr.  H.) 
is  too  unequal  to  be  long  continued. 

Another  reason  why  the  stock  is  not  really  so  valuable 
as  the  market  price  would  indicate  is,  that  a  canal 
can  readily  be  made  on  the  other  side  of  the  river;  one 
much   more  valuable  than  the  Louisville  and  Portland 


canal;  one  that  would  have  many  advantages  over  that 
on  the  Kentucky  side;  one  that  would  aflford  a  greater 
water  power  than  could  be  created  in  any  other  place 
in  the  United  States,  save,  perhaps,  at  the  falls  of  Niagara. 
This  eanal  would  probably  be  five  miles  in  length.  It 
would  leave  the  Ohio  river  immediately  above  JefTerson- 
ville,  and  would  fall  into  the  river  again  at  New  Albany; 
or  it  might  be  little  more  than  half  that  length,  and  ob. 
viate  entirely  the  obstruction  at  the  falls.  The  perfect 
work,  however,  would  probably  be  that  which  would 
discharge  itself  into  the  river  at  or  near  the  ship  yard  at 
New  Albany.  He  believed  that  12)  per  pent,  above 
par  was  a  liberal  ofler  for  the  stock  in  the  Louisville 
and  Portland  canal.  He  did  not  doubt  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  would  be  able  to  purchase  it  at  that 
price;  and  he  believed  that,  should  the  stockholders  re- 
fuse to  sell  at  that  price.  Congress  would  recognise  its 
obligation  to  remove  the  obstruction  to  the  navigation  at 
the  faHs  of  the  Ohio,  and  immediately  appropriating  to 
the  object  of  a  free  canal  on  the  Indiana  side  of  the  riv- 
er. It  was  obvious,  however,  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Senate,  this  cannot  be  done  till  the  stockholders 
in  the  Louisville  and  Portland  canal  shall  be  liberally 
dealt  with.  They  are  recognised,  (said  Mr»  H.,)  and 
very  justly,  too,  as  adventurers  in  a  ^reat  public  work. 
They  have  risked  large  capital,  which  no  others  were 
willing  to  invest;  and  it  would  now  be  unjust  to  make  a 
free  canal  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  rendering 
their  canal  valueless,  without  first  oflering  them  condi- 
tions just  and  reasonable,  and  such  as  they  ought  to  ac- 
cept. Another  reason,  and  one  of  a  public  nature, 
why  it  is  desirable  to  purchase  the  stock  in  this  canal  is, 
that  the  people  of  the  Western  country  will  not  consent 
that  their  commerce  shall  be  taxed  from  five  to  ten 
years  longer,  while  a  canal  is  constructing  on  the  other 
side  of  the  river. 

Mr.  H.  said  that  he  was  happy  to  discover  that  the 
obligation  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Government  to  im- 
prove the  navigation  of  the  falls  of  the  Ohio  was  admit- 
ted by  the  Senate;  and  he  should  feel  that,  if  the  terms 
proposed  by  the  amendment,  of  12)  per  cent,  above  par, 
should  be  offered  to  the  stockholders  in  the  passage  of 
this  bill,  and  be  refused  by  them,  the  people  of  the  West 
would  then  have  a  guarantee  that  Congress  would  imme- 
diately provide  for  constructing  a  canal  on  the  other 
side  of  the  river.  The  interest  (said  Mr.  H.)  demand- 
ing this  at  our  hands  is  too  great  to  be  neglected  any 
longer. 

He  had  said  the  other  day,  when  addressing  the  Senate 
on  this  subject,  that  every.  Congressional  district  in  the 
valley  of  the  Mississippi  was  interested  in  this  bill,  and 
this  interest  (said  Mr.  H.)  Is  becoming  more  obvious 
and  tangible,  and  more  deeply  felt  every  year.  The 
people  of  the  West  will  require  us  to  do  our  duty  in  this 
matter.  They  cannot  understand  how  it  comes  to  pass 
that  millions,  almost  without  number,  are  expending  eve- 
ry where  on  the  seaboard,  for  the  aid  and  protection  of 
commerce  and  navigation,  while  the  single  application 
for  the  improvement  of  commerce  and  navigation 
gets  the  go-by  every  session.  The  western  people 
see  and  feel  on  this  subject,  and  there  is  a  settled 
spirit  of  discontent  in  relation  to  it.  Western  mem- 
bers cannot  justify  themselves  to  their  constituents 
in  voting  these  large  appropriations  for  the  n^vy,  for 
fortifications,  breakwaters,  harbors,  piers,  and  sea- 
walls, every  where  on  the  seaboard,  while  they  re- 
main unsuccessful  in  procuring  the  smaHest  appropria- 
tions to  these  objects  in  the  interior.  How  recently 
have  we  voted  with  Senators  from  the  old  States  mil- 
lions to  these  objects,  and  there  are  estimates  of  the  pre- 
sent session  looking  to  the  expenditure  of  eighty  or  one 
hundred  millions  in  a  few  years  to  come,  on  the  sea- 
board, upon  these  objects;  and  yet  this  bill,  the  only 
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one  for  the  aid  of  western  nftTigation,  aslcinif  for  a  frtc- 
tion  of  one  million,  seems  struggling  for  existence.  This 
it  a  measure  of  more  importance  to  western  commerce 
and  navigation  than  any  now  before  the  Senate.  It  is 
indeed  aimoat  the  only  one  before  this  body,  and  it  is 
one  of  deep  interest  to  the  entire  West,  in  a  portion 
of  country  three  or  four  times  as  large  as  all  the  Atlan- 
tic States,  and  furnishing  a  much  larger  supply  of  all 
the  necessaries,  and  some  of  the  luxuries  of  life,  than 
all  the  residue  of  the  Union.  The  commerce  and  nav- 
igation of  the  seaboard  needs  less  than  formerly  the  aid 
and  protection  of  the  Government,  but  it  gets  more  of 
that  aid  and  protection  than  ever  before.  The  com- 
merce and  navigation  of  the  Western  country  needs  more 
than  formerly 'the  aid  and  protection  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment; but  at  this  great  point,  the  falls  of  the  Ohio, 
and  almost  every  where  else,  it  meets  with  the  same  total 
neglect  which  it  did  when  the  country  west  of  the  moun- 
tains had  scarcely  50,000  inhabitants;  indeed,  greater 
neglect,  for  then  that  country  received  the  military  pro- 
tection of  the  Government.  Now,  not  needing  so 
much  that  protection,  it  seems  to  be  abandoned  to  its 
own  energies. 

I  have  said  (continued  Mr.  H.)  that  the  old  States  and 
the  seaboard,  needing  less  than  formerly  the  aid  of  the 
Government,  received  more  of  that  aid.  And  what  are 
the  facts  on  which  this  assertion  is  based  ^ 

We  commenced  the  war  of  the  Hevoliition  with  about 
3,000,000  inhabitants,  without  fortifications,  without  a 
navy,  without  ordnance  and  munitions  of  war,  and  we 
triumphed  in  that  glorious  struggle;  and  now  that  we 
have  15,000,000  people,  already  a  powerful  navy,  and 
well  supplied  with  all  the  material  of  war,  in  a  time  of 
profound  peace,  when  war  with  any  of  the  civilized  na- 
tions of  the  earth  is  to  all  appearance  at  an  immeasura- 
ble distance  from  us,  it  is  proposed  to  expend  in  the 
military  and  naval  defences  of  the  country  $80,000,000. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution,  the  Western 
country  could  scarcely  be  said  to  be  settled  at  all.  The 
print  of  the  white  man's  foot  could  be  found  at  a  few 
points  only  west  of  the  mountains.  That  country  need- 
ed not  commercial  facilities — for  it  had  no  commerce — 
and,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  flat-boats,  freighted 
with  the  hardy  pioneers  of  the  West,  it  had  no  naviga- 
tion. The  falls  of  the  Ohio,  at  this  time  the  most  im- 
portant point  in  the  river  business  between  Pittsburg 
and  New  Orleans,  was  then  the  ultimate  point  of  desti- 
nation for  the  most  adventurous.  Then  no  appropria- 
tions for  wester^  commerce  and  navigation  were  asked 
for  or  granted.  Now,  wiih  a  population  of  near  six 
millions,  and  an  agricultural  proauction  far  greater  than 
all  the  balance  of  the  Union,  no  appropriation  has 
hitherto  been  procured  at  this  point,  because,  in  the 
opinion  of  some,  the  constitution  stands  in  the  way,  and 
the  necessity  and  importance>>of  the  measure  seem  to 
have  been  overlooked  by  all.  He  hoped  that  this  state 
of  things  would  no  longer  exist. 

It  bad  been  objected,  when  this  bill  was  under  discus- 
sion a  few  days  ago,  that  it  did  not  specify  its  own  ob- 
ject; that  it  contained  no  expression  declaratory  of  its 
purpose  to  make  the  canal  nltimately  free.  One  of  the 
amendments  which  he  had  prepaid,  and  which  he 
meant  first  to  offer  to  the  Senate,  did  contain  this  dec- 
laration, and  would  relieve  the  bill  from  all  objectioTts  of 
those  who  feared  a  different  object.  This  amendment 
proposed  to  do  away,  instead  of  perpetuate,  the  objec- 
tionable stock-connexion  between  the  Government  and 
a  company.  Another  amendment  which,  in  due  time, 
he  would  propose,  was  to  strike  out  the  third  section  of 
the  bil]»  which  authorized  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  vote  upon  the  shares  purchased.  This  section  was, 
perhaps,  urtnecesaary,  as  the  Secretary  had,  by  existing 
laws,  all  necesnry  power  on  that  subject;  and  it  was 


unnecessary  to  determine  what  we  would  do  vith  tim 
stock  until  we  got  it.  This  we  could  not  knov  tnr 
thing  about  daring  the  present  session;  andatthenni 
session  it  would  be  time  enough  to  determine  vhtt  vr 
should  do  with  the  canal.  These  amendments,  ihooM 
they  be  adopted,  would  leave  the  bill  entirely  free  froiB 
all  constitutional  objections  which  had  yet  been  stanei 
and  would  give  the  bill,  judging  from  the  kind  feelings 
which  seemed  to  exist  towards  it,  a  large  vote  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  H.  then  moved  to  amend  the  first  section  of  th^ 
bill  by  inserting  these  words: 

••  For  the  purpose  of  improving  the  navigation  of  the 
Ohio  river  at  the  falls,  and  of  rendering  the  tamr,  a 
near  as  may  be,  free  from  all  tolls.*' 

Mr.  NILES  made  some  remarks  in  opposition  to  the 
amendment,  on  the  ground  that  he  was  opposed  to  the 
Government  becoming  joint  stockholders  in  priratc  stock 
companies,  snd  acting  under  the  authority  of  a  charter 
derived  from  a  State.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  improe- 
ment  of  the  river,  but  he  had  strong  objections  to  the 
mode  in  which  it  was  proposed  to  be  done.  HewK 
gested  that  it  would  be  better  to  obtain  first  from  tbc 
State  of  Kentucky  a  cession  of  the  territory  on  wbkfi 
the  canal  was  constructed,  and  the  United  States,  by 
this  means,  having  entire  jurirfiction  over  the  canal,  tbc 
constitutional  objections  to  the  purchase  would  iwt 
apply. 

Mr.  WALKER  explained  that  he  could  now  vote  for 
the  bill  in  its  present  shape,  after  having  voted  agnnsj 
it  some  days  ago.  Two  propositions  were  now  embodied 
in  it;  one  was  to  cut  loose  the  United  States  from  ih:s 
joint  stock  company,  and  the  other  to  render  the  caiul 
toll  free.  With  these  modifications,  he  was  prepared  to 
vote  for  the  bill,  as  it  contemplated  great  public  ben^ 
fits,  and  the  constitutional  objections  were  rediond. 

The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  then  moved  another  amendment, 
restricting  the  amount  to  be  paid  for  the  stock  to 
••  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  above  par." 

Mr.  H.,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Nxms,  observed  thit  iw 
constitutional  objections  to  the  bill  were  now,  by  w€ 
amendment  just  adopted,  removed.  The  canal  sroiiM 
be  made  nearly  toll  free,  with  the  exception  only  of  the 
necessary  expenses;  and  by  the  purchase  of  the  whole, 
or  the  greater  part  of  the  stock,  the  Government  would 
not  be  a  partner  in  a  )oint  stock  company. 

Mr.  NAUDAIN  then  proposed  a  modification  of  the 
second  amendment,  in  order,  as  he  said,  to  do  fall  justi^ 
to  the  holders  of  this  stock.  The  stock  was  sold  at  M 
a  year  ago,  for  seventeen  per  cent,  advance,  and  it  v** 
not  reasonable  to  suppose  that  it  could  be  purchased  for 
less  now.  He  therefore  moved  to  amend  tbc  amend- 
ment, by  fixing  the  maximum  to  be  paid  for  the  8^°^*^* 
eighteen  per  cent,  advance,  instead  of  twelve  and  a  half. 

Mr.  EWING  advocated  at  some  length  the  purchase 
of  the  stock  at  a  fair,  reasonable,  and  practicable  pnce, 
which,  in  his  opinion,  was  above  the  par  value. 

Mr.  PORTER,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  stated 
that  forty-one  steamboats  had  passed  through  the  can»i 
in  a  single  week. 

Mr.  DAVIS  spoke  in  high  terms  of  tEe  praiseworthy 
enterprise,  industry,  and  perseverance  of  this  canal 
company;  of  the  many  obstacles  which  they  h*d  '"^* 
mounted;  the  discouragements  which  they  btd  set  * 
naught,  and  the  risks  which  they  had  run  doring  tjjs 
progress  of  this  work.  He  thought  that  it  would  hardJy 
comport  with  the  honor  and  dignity  of  this  Govcminffn| 
to  do  less  than  indemnify  the  company  for  the  sacrifice' 
which  they  had  made,  if  not  for  the  great  benefits  whicn 
would  ultimately  be  derived  from  the  canal:  ncitner 
would  that  Government  consult  a  wise  and  upr'fj^ 
policy  by  following  the  course  pointed  out  in  the  rep<> 
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oF  the  cominUtee,  and  by  threats,  and  the  exercise  of  an 
overwhelming  powef,  aflTect  injuriously  the  interests  of 
this  corporation.  They  had  supposed  themselves  accu- 
fied  of  a  species  of  robbery;  and  yet,  up  to  this  time, 
they  had  not  realized  more  than  four  per  cent,  upon  the 
money  which  they  had  expended,  though  without  the 
arbitrary  and  ungenerous  interference  of  the  General 
Government,  in  the  manner  threatened  by  the  commit- 
tee, the  stock  in  the  canal  must  become  exceedingly 
vahiable. 

Mr.  CLAT  also  advocated  a  high,  just,  and  generous 
policy  on  the  part  of  the  United  States;  and 

Mr.  BENTON  was  anxious  that  some  measures  should 
be  adopted  to  restrain  the  company  from  the  further 
exercise  of  their  alleged  extortions. 

Mr.  B.  then  submitted  the  following,  which  he  said 
he  intended  to  offer  aa  an  amendment,  as  soon  as  the 
question  on  the  pending  amendment  was  disposed  of: 

Sec.  -.  Jind  be  ii  further  enacted.  That  so  soon  as  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  have  completed  the  pur- 
chase of  the  stock  in  said  canal,  the  same  shall  be  offered 
to  the  State  of  Kentucky,  upon  condition  that  the  said 
State  will  never  impose  higher  tolls  upon  the  said  canal 
than  shall  be  necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  of  super- 
intending and  keeping  it  in  good  order;  and  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  is  hereby  authorized  to  cause 
the  said  stock  to  be  transferred  to  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
whenerer  he  shall  be  satisfactorily  informed  that  the 
Legislature  of  that  State  has  agreed  by  law  to  accept  it 
on  the  conditions  above  mentioned. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  thought  that  the  market  price  of 
the  stock  would  be  advanced  bv  fixing  the  maxi- 
mum; and  that  if  it  were  so  fixed,  fifteen  per  cent,  would 
be  a  fairer  price  than  eighteen  per  cent.  He  was  satis- 
fied that  fifteen  per  cent,  was  a  fair  price,  and  said  that 
if  they  fixed  the  maximum  at  eighteen  per  cent,  they 
would  have  to  pay  that  sum. 

M.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  thought  that  the  12}  per  cent, 
proposed  by  the  amendment,  would  not  be  giving  the 
stockholders  more  than  the  amount  of  their  investments. 
IVith  respect  to  the  amendment  suggested  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Tennessee,  and  submitted  by  the  Senator  from 
Missouri,  he  hoped  that  it  would  not  be  passed  at  this 
time.  He  was  for  divesting  the  United  States  of  all  in- 
terest in  this  stock,  as  soon  as  it  could  be  done  without 
the  difficulties  that  he  apprehended  at  the  present  time. 
He  hoped  that  it  would  be  postponed  till  the  next  winter, 
when.he  thought  that  the  proposition  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  with  proper  guards,  would  meet  with  the 
concurrence  of  all. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Nattoaih's  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment,  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  then  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  striking  out  twelve  and  a  half,  and  inserting 
sixteen;  which  was  agreed  to. 
The  amendment  as  amended  was  then  agfreed  to. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  HENDRICKS,  the  third  section  of 
the  bill  was  stricken  out.  [This  contains  a  provision 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  vote  on  the 
stock  of  the  United  States.] 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  moved  to  strike  out  the  second 
section,  providing  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
should  sell  out  the  stock  of  the  United  States,  should  the 
private  stockholders  refuse  to  sell  for  the  price  offered. 
Mr.  HENDRICKS  opposed  this  amendment;  after 
which  It  was  adopted:  Ayes  15,  noes  II. 

Mr.  BENTON  then  offered  the  amendment  suggested 
by  him. 

Mr.  WALKER  hoped  his  friend  from  Missouri  would 
not  press  his  amendment.  If  pressed,  this  amendment 
Would  be  adopted  or  not  adopted,  and  in  either  case  it 
Would  present  those  who  voted  for  the  bill,  in  the  atti- 
tude of  having  voted  for  it  afVcr  a  roeasur«  of  which  they 


approved  had  been  rejected.  He  was  decidedly  in  favor 
of  surrendering  this  stock  to  the  State  of  Kentucky  at 
the  next  winter;  but,  as  others  might  not  be  so,  he  fear« 
ed  that  tiiking  the  question  now  would  seriously  embar- 
rass the  bill. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  said  that  he  heartily  concurred  in 
the  remarks  made  by  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  [Mr. 
Walkxb,]  on  the  subject  of  the  proposed  amendment. 
He  hoped  that  the  Senator  from  Missouri  would  not  press 
this  proposition  of  transfer  now.  It  would  inevitably 
embarrass  the  bill,  and  raise  questions  of  constitutionality 
and  of  expediency  from  which  it  bad  wholly  been  re- 
lieved by  the  amendments  just  adopted.  As  the  bill  now 
stood,  it  was  free  from  such  questions  and  the  simple 
proposition  of  purchasing  the  stock  was  presented  to  the 
Senate.  The  details  which  might  be  necessary  at  a 
future  day,  were  purposely  avoided  by  the  bill,  and  it 
would  be  time  enough  to  regulate  these  after  we  got  the 
stock.  If  this  should  not  be  obtained,  no  regulation  of 
details  would  be  needed.  What  shall  be  done  with  the 
canal,  after  we  get  the  stock,  (said  Mr.  H.,)  will  be  an 
important  and  difficult  question.  Shall  it  betransfersed 
to  the  State  of  Kentucky,  on  the  condition  proposed  by 
the  Senator  from  Missouri,  or  any  other  condition,  is  a 
question  we  are  not  prepared  to  decide  at  the  present 
time.  To  this  there  would  be  serious  objections;  but 
he  did  not  wish  to  see  them  raised  or  canvassed  now. 
These' subjects,  if  started  now,  would  probably  defeat 
the  bill,  which  all  from  the  West  would  very  much  re- 
gret. The  commerce  of  the  Western  country  ought 
not,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  to  be  subjected  to  the  con- 
trol or  regulation  of  any  State.  He  inclined  strongly  to 
that  opinion  himself.  The  constitution  of  the  United 
States  had  put  the  regulation  of  commerce,  domestic  as 
well  as  foreign,  under  the  control  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment; and  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress  to 
transfer  that  control  to  a  State,  was,  to  say  the  least  of 
it,  extremely  doubtful.  Western  representatives,  he 
was  sure,  had  not  come  prepared  to  decide  this  question 
now.  It  had  not  been  placed  heretofore  before  the 
people.  The  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
would  have  that  good  effect.  It  would  place  it  before 
the  people.  The  measure  would  be  canvassed,  and  we 
would  return  next  session  better  prepared  to  act  upon 
it.  Whenever  the  details  of  this  matter  shall  be  pre- 
sented, (said  Mr.  H.,)  there  is  another  proposition  which 
will  no  doubt  be  presented  also.  It  is  that  of  procuring 
a  transfer  of  this  canal  from  the  State  of  Kentucky,  and 
of  leaving  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  river,  at  the  falls, 
where  the  constitution  has  left  it— in  the  hands  of  this 
Government.  The  constitution  of  the  United  States  had 
made  direct  and  positive  provision  fur  such  cases.  [Here 
Mr.  H.  referred  to  the  constitution,  which  gives  Con- 
gress power  to  exercise  exclusive  legislation  over"  all 
placea  purchased  by  consent  of  the  States,  for  the  erec- 
tion of  forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  or  other  needful  build- 
ings.] Mr.  H.  contended  that,  under  this  clause  of  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  that  to  regulate 
commerce  with  foreign  nations  and  among  the  several 
States,  Congress  had  full  power  to  aocept  the  cession 
of  Kentucky,  and  to  exercise  exclusive  legislation  in  all 
cases  whatsoever  over  this  position  at  the  falls  of  the 
Ohio;  and  this  he  believed  was  what  public  interest  and 
public  sentiment  would  be  found  to  require,  rather  than 
a  surrender  of  the  canal  to  the  State  of  Kentucky. 

Mr.  BENTON  observed  that  some  good  effect  had 
already  been  produced  by  offering  his  amendment; 
for  several  gentlemen  had  declared  themselves  in  fa- 
vor of  it.  He  hoped  to  see  the  time  when  the  United 
States  would  own  no  stock  in  a  private  company.  Hav- 
ing accomplished  part  of  his  object  in  turning  public 
attention  to  his  amendment,  he  would  yield  to  the  wishes 
of  his  friend  and  withdraw  it  for  the  present. 
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Mr.  HENDRICKS  moTed  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding 
the  following^  words:  ''and  that  a  sum  sufficient  to  car- 
ry into  effect  the  provisions  of  this  act  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treas- 
ury not  otherwise  appropriated." 

This  amendment  beings  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  re- 
ported to  the  Senate  as  amended,  and  the  amendments 
being  concurred  in,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 

INCENDIARY  PUBLICATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CALHOUN,  the  Senate  took  up 
the  bill  to  prohibit  the  circulation,  through  the  mails,  of 
incendiary  publications. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  stri- 
king out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  inserting  a 
substitute. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
providing  that  where  incendiary  publications  are  sent 
to  the  States  where  such  publications  are  prohibited  by 
law,  they  shall  be  delivered  to  such  persons  as  may 
be  appointed  to  receive  them,  and  when  there  are  no 
such  persons  appointed  to  receive  them,  they  shall  be 
burnt;  or  otherwise  disposed  of,  under  the  regulations  of 
the  Post  Office  Department. 

On  taking  the  question,  this  amendment  was  lost: 
Yeas  15,  nays  15,  as  follows: 

YxAB — Messrs.  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Cuth- 
bert,  Goldsborough,  Grundy,  Kent,  King  uf  Alabama, 
King  of  Georgia,  Moore,  Nicholas,  Rives,  Walker, 
White— 15. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Buchanan,  Davis,  Hendricks, 
Hubbard,  Morris,  Prentiss,  Robinson,  Shepley,  South- 
ard, Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tomlinson,  Webster,  Wright— 15. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  MORRIS,  CAL- 
HOUN, KING  of  Georgria,  and  GRUNDY,  the  question 
was  taken  on  Mr.  GRUNDY'S  substitute:  and  it  was 
agreed  to  without  a  division. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate;  and  on  the 
question  of  concurring  with  the  amendment  made  in 
committee,  Mt,  CALHOUN  renewed  his  motion  to 
amend  the  amendment  that  had  been  rejected  in  com- 
mittee. The  question  on  this  motion  was  also  rejected: 
Yeas  15,  nays  15,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Cuth- 
bert,  Goldsborough,  ,  Grundy,  King  of  AUbama,  King 
of  Georgia,  Moore,  Nicholas,  Preston,  Rives,  Walker, 
White— 15. 

Nays— Messrs.  Buchanan,Davis,Ewingof  Ohio,  Hen- 
dricks, Hubbard,  Morris,  Niles,  Prentiss,  Robinson, 
Shepley,Swift,  Tomlipson,  Wall,  Webster,  Wright— 15. 

The  amendment  of  the  committee  was  then  concur- 
red in,  and  the  question  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading  was  carried:  Yeas  1  8,  nays 
18,  as  follows;  the  Chair  voting  in  the  affirmative: 

YsAS— Messrs.  Black,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Cuthbert,  Goldsborough,  Grundy,  King  of  Alabama, 
King  of  Georgia,  Moore,  Nicholas,  Preston,  Rives,  Rob- 
inson,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  White  Wright— 18. 

Nays — Messrs.  Benton,  Clay,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Illinois, 
Ewtng  of  Ohio,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  Kent,  Morris, 
Niles,  Prentiss,  Ruggles,  Shepley,  Southard,  Swift  Tom- 
linaon  Wall,  Webster— 18. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 

Mr.  KENT  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  to  extend  the 
charters  of  certain  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  question  being  on  the  third  reading, 

Mr.  BENTON  opposed  this  motion,  and  moved  to  lay 
the  bill  on  the  table;  which  was  negatived. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  postpone  the  bill,  and  make 
it  the  order  for  Saturday.     Negatived. 

Mr.  BENTON  asked  the  reading  of  the  report;  when. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


Fbidat,  Juhb  3. 
GENERAL  LAND  OFFICE. 

A  bill  to  reorganize  the  General  Land  Office  wasUken 
up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  stated  that  the  provisions  of 
this  bill  looked  to  an  entirely  new  organizatioo  of  the 
General  Land  Office.  It  proposed  the  appointment  of 
a  large  number  of  additional  officers;  every  oiie  of 
whom  he  was  confident,  from  what  he  bad  seen  and 
heard,  was  absolutely  necessary  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  this  Department.  An  immense  mass  of  busineis  had 
accumulated  upon  the  hands  of  its  officers,  which  it 
would  take  years  of  industry  and  perseverance  to  bnng 
up  to  the  present  time.  The  reason  of  this  was  evideat. 
When  the  office  was  first  established,  the  amount  of 
business  done  was  but  trifling;  it  now  amounted  to  ten 
or  fifteen  millions  annually.  At  that  time,  too,  the  ales 
embraced  only  large  tracts  of  land,  from  a  half  to  a 
quarter  section «  now  the  case  was  different.  Varioo? 
laws,  also,  particularly  the  pre-emption  laws,  had  serred 
to  swell  and  increase  the  business  transactions  of  the 
General  Land  Office. 

From  these  considerations,  the  committee  had  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  all  the  force  in  clerks,  &c  proposed 
•to  be  added,  was  imperatively  necessary.  Any  roeni- 
her  of  the  Senate  who  would  look  into  this  office,  and 
see  the  immense  amount  of  labor  to  be  done,  aould 
be  perfectly  satisfied  that  this  conclusion  was  a  jusi  one- 

The  blanks  for  the  salaries  of  the  officers  were  filled 
as  follows: 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  HOW 

Recorder, 2.000 

Principal  clerk  of  surveys,  .  -  -  AJJ~ 

Each  of  principal  clerks,     -  •  -  2,0uu 

Oneclerfc,  - \.^ 

Four  clerks,  each    -  -  -  -  ''^jj: 

Sixteen  clerks,  do ^'jj^ 

Twenty  clerks,  do.  -  .  -  -  lf2^ 

Five  clerks,      do ^'i^ 

Thirty.five  clerks,  do.         -  •  -  ^^^ 

Two  principal  draughtsmen,  each  -  -  ^»^^ 

One  assistant  draughtsman,  .  -  •  ^*^ 

Two  messengers,  each         *  '  '  Icn 

Three  assistant  messengers,  each    -  -  ^:^ 

Two  packers,  do.      -  -  ^^ 

The  bill  was  reported  with  the  amendments,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

GENEIL\L  RIPLEY. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  to  audit  and  settle  the  accounts  of  General 
Ripley.  . 

On  introducing  the  bill,  Mr.  HUBBARD  addressed 
the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  President:  A  few  mornings  past  I  g»ve  n®^'*.* 
that  I  should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  giving  authon- 
ty  to  the  Secretary  of  War  to  audit  and  settle  the  jc- 
counU  of  Eleazer  W.  Ripley  with  the  Government,  »n<» 
to  allow  him  a  pension  for  a  severe  wound  which  nc 
received  during  ihe  last  war  while  in  the  way  o»  "'' 
duty.     I  have  prepared  the  bill,  and  before  I  res|iine 
my  seat  I  shall  ask  leave  to  present  it  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Senate.     But  before  I  present  it,  I  »"*  °^ 
permitted  to  mnke  a  few  remarks  with  reference  to  tn 
extraordinary  services  of  General  Ripley  as  a  roditafj 
officer,  and  with  reference  to  the  severe,  unjust,  »n 
unmerited    treatment,  he   has    received  at  the  nan  ^ 
of  his  Government  while  engaged  in  the  employ  of" 
country.     And  I  will  here  slate,  that  my  roovemem ' 
relation  to  this  matter  is  wholly  unknown  to  Gen.  f*'P'*Jj 
I  have  not,  up  to  this  time,  exchanged  a  word  with  m 
upon  this  subject.    Whatever  I  sbaii  say,  or  whatever 
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may  do,  will  be  induced  by  the  respect  which  I  enter- 
tain  for  the  high  character  and  honorable  services  of 
this  distinguished  individual.  I  know  well  his  history. 
The  success,  the  fame,  the  prosperity  of  this  early  friend 
could  not  be  a  matter  of  indifference  to  me.  I  have,  in 
common  with  his  other  New  England  acquaintances,  felt 
a  deep  mortification  at  events  wnich  seemed,  for  a  time, 
to  attach  to  his  character  a  degree  of  ignominy;  but  re- 
cent developments  have  wiped  away  every  shade  from 
his  moral  reputation;  and  with  great  individual  pleasure 
and  satisfaction  do  I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to 
bring  foward  a  measure,  the  object  of  which  Is  to  ren- 
der but  an  act  of  sheer  justice  to  a  highly  honorable, 
but  much  abused  and  injured  fellow-citizen. 

The  bill  which  I  have  prepared,  Mr.  President,  con- 
tains two  very  distinct  provisions.     The  first  is,  that  the 
accounts  subsisting  between  General  Ripley  and   his 
Government  shall  be  audited  and  settled  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War.     The  second  is,  that  General  Ripley  shall 
be  placed  on   the  list  of  invalid  pensioners,  for  the 
wound  received  while  in  public  service,  and  that  his 
pension  shall  commence  at  the  time  the  disability  was 
incurred.     I  have  made  myself  believe,  notwithstanding 
the  known  usage  and  the  practice  of  the  Department, 
that  every  consideration  of  right  and  of  justice  calls  upon 
IIS  to  carry  into  full  effect  the  last  provision  of  the  bill. 
That  we  have  not  only  precedent  upon  precedent  giving 
authority  for  the  proceeding,  but  the  case  of  General 
Ripley  itself  is  so  entirely  distinguishable  from  other 
cases,  that  I  cannot  doubt  that,  when  all  the  facts  shall 
be  known,  the  Senate  will  unhesitatingly  adopt  that 
provision.     With- reference  to  the  first  provision  of  the 
bill,  my  object  has  been  merely  to  give  authority  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  settle  and  finally  adjust  the  ac- 
counts between  General  Ripley  and  the  United  States. 
U  was  a  fact  well  known,  that  these  accounts  embraced 
receipts  and   disbursements  of  the  public  money  to  a 
great  amount  during  the  last  war,  and  while  he  was  also 
performing  the  high  and  honorable  duty  of  a  field  offi- 
cer in  the  army.     No  man  was  more  unwilling,  more 
averse,  to  perform  the  additional  duties  of  a  disbursing 
sgent  than  General  Ripley.     He  was  not  calculated  for 
the  office.     That  particular  service  illy  comported  with 
his  habits      He  was  uneducated  in  the  school  of  an  ac- 
countanti  but  it  was  the  call  of  his  Government;  it  was 
the  order  of  his  country,  and  he  promptly  obeyed  that 
call;  he  unhesitatingly  submitted  to  that  order;  he  never 
shrunk  from  any  dutyj  he  never  avoided  any  responsi- 
bility.   He  did  undertake  to  disburse  the  hundreds  of 
thousands  which  were  committed  to  his  charge ^  and  at 
this  lute  day,  it  is  matter  of  joy  to  his  friends  that  it  lias 
finally  been  twice  found  by  a  jury  of  his  country,  that 
every  dollar  of  the  public  money  received  by  him,  has 
been  faithfully  and  honestly  applied,  and  that  there 
exists  an  indebtedness  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to 
him  in  a  large  amount.     I  shall  find  it  necessary  before 
1  close  my  remarks,  to  advert  to  this  history  agfain.     I 
>hall  find  it  necessary  so  to  do  in  order  to  show  the 
propriety  of  carrying  into  effect  the  second  provision 
of  the  bill  which  I  have  prepared,  viz:  to  grant  him  a 
pension  for  disability,  and  to  have  that  pension  com- 
"»«i^ce  at  the  date  of  that  disability. 

There  is  a  rule  of  practice  prevailing  in  the  Depart- 
"^ent  with  reference  to  the  time  when  pensions  shall 
commence,  and  that  is  when  the  evfdence  upon  an  ap- 
pucation  shall  be  closed.  It  will  be  found,  upon  an  ex- 
smination,  that  this  practice  originated  under  the  act  of 
May,  1820,  which  provides  •*  that  the  right  any  person 
pow  has,  or  may  hereaAer  acquire,  to  receive  a  pension, 
in  virtue  of  any  law  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  con- 
sidered to  commence  at  the  time  of  completing  his  tes- 
J«mony.»»  That  act  referred  exclusively  to  those  annui- 
tants who  were,  or  should  be,  in  the  receipt  of  pensions 


for  Vevolutionary  services;  it  in  fact  referred  to  the 
pensionera  under  the  act  of  March,  1818.  It  was  not 
designed  to  have,  nor  in  truth  could  it  have,  any  appli- 
cation to  invalid  pensionera  under  the  act  of  the  11th  of 
Januai7,  1812.  The  claim  of  the  latter  class  rests  upon 
a  totally  diflTerent  principle — a  principle  which  has  been 
recognised  from  the  foundation  of  our  own  Government 
— a  principle  which  has  been  recognised  by  every  civil- 
ized Government  in  Christendom — a  principle  not  only 
connected  with  the  justice,  but  havinf  an  intimate  rela- 
tion to  the  honor,  of  the  country;  that  principle  is  loss  of 
physical  power  while  in  public  service;  that  principle 
is  personal  disability;  a  deprivation  of  the  means  of  gain- 
ing a  livelihood  occasioned  by  wounds  received  in  the 
performance  of  military  duty;  and  whenever  it  so  hap- 
pens that  any  one  who  is  thus  engaged  shall  be  de- 
prived of  limb,  or  in  any  way  be  disabledi  a  sense  of  com- 
mon humanity,  as  well  as  of  common  justice,  would 
prompt  the  Government  at  once  to  make  up  for  that  disa- 
bility; if  not  to  heal,  to  pour  balm  into  the  wounds  of 
the  faithful  soldier,  by  giving  him  a  pension — a  reward 
commensurate  with  the  degree  of  his  disability. 

The  act  of  the  lllh  of  January,  1812,  provides  "  that 
if  any  officer,  non*commissioned  officer,  musician,  or 
private,  shall  be  disabled  by  wounds  or  otherwise,  while 
in  the  line  of  his  duty  in  public  service,  he  shall  be 
placed  on  the  list  of  invalids  of  the  United  States,  at 
such  rate  of  pension,  and  under  such  regulations,  as  are 
or  nuiy  be  directed  by  law:  Provided^  afways^  That  the 
compensation  to  be  allowed  for  such  wounds  or  disa- 
bilities to  a  commissioned  officer,  shall  nut  exceed,  for 
the  highest  rate  of  disability,  half  the  monthly  pay  of 
such  officer  at  the  time  of  his  being  disabled  or  wound- 
ed; and  that  no  officer  shall  receive  more  than  the  half 
pay  of  a  lieutenant  colonel." 

It  does  seem  to  me  that  the  language  of  this  a(;t  is  too 
plain,  too  precise,  to  admit  of  cavil  or  doubt,  and  its  in- 
junctions are  of  the  must  imperative  and  positive  cha?- 
acter.  !t  declares  that  whoever  shall  be  disabled  while 
in  the  line  of  his  duty  in  public  service,  sliall  be  placed 
on  the  list  of  invalids  of  the  United  States,  at  such  rate 
of  pension  as  may  be  directed  by  law. 

It  will  not  be  denied  that  General  Ripley  continued 
in  the  service  long  after  the  battle  at  the  sortie  from 
Fort  Krie,  adding,  year  after  year,  to  his  fame  as  a  mili- 
tary officer;  but  in  that  battle  he  was  severely  and  dan- 
gerously wounded,  and  by  that  wound  he  was  disabled. 
His  right,  then,  to  an  immediate  pension,  must  depend 
upon  the  meaning  of  the  word  ♦'disabled,"  as  used  in 
the  act.  The  late  Attorney  General  (Mr.  Taney)  has 
given  a  clear  and  sensible  exposition  upon  this  point; 
not  with  reference  to  this  particular  case,  but  one  not 
unlike  it.  '*  Does  the  word  disabled,"  he  remarks 
**mean  that  the  officer  must  be  disabled  from  the  duties 
of  his  station  before  he  can  receive  a  pension.^  or  does 
it  mean  any  degree  of  personal  debility  which  renders 
him  less  able  to  provide  for  his  subsistence^  The  latter 
interpretation  of  the  word  disabled  is  most  consonant 
with  the  spirit  and  objects  of  the  law,  and,  indeed,  it  is 
the  only  one  consistent  with  that  provision  of  the  statute 
which  directs  that  the  pension  shall  be  graduated,  so 
that  the  compensation  to  be  allowed  to  a  commissioned 
officer  shall  not  exceed  half  of  the  monthly  pay  of  such 
officer  at  the  time  of  his  being  disabled  or  wounded." 

The  act  provides  that  the  officer  disabled  shall  be 
placed  on  the  list  of  invalids  at  such  rate  of  pension,  and 
under  such  regulations,  as  may  be  directed  by  law. 
And  it  being  a  provision  of  the  law  that  the  pension  shall 
be  graduated  according  to  the  nature  and  degree  of  his 
disability,  all  that  was  necessary  to  the  grant  of  an  im- 
mediate pension  to  General  Ripley  was  to  ascertain  the 
degree  of  his  disability,  in  order  to  fix  the  rate  of  his 
pension.     This  is  also  a  regulation  of  law.     In  this  par- 
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ticular  ease,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  wound,  al- 
though General  Ripley  continued  to  discharge  the  du- 
ties of  his  situation,  he  was  not  only  exposed  to  great 
bodily  suffering,   but  he  was  also  subjected  to  great 
additional  expense  in  the  performance  of  his  public  du- 
ties, by  rendering  the  assistance  of  others  necessary  to 
do  those  offices  about  his  person  which,  before  the  in* 
jury,  he  could  perform  for  himself.    It  was  a  disability 
which  commenced  in  1814,  but  it  increased  with  the  in- 
crease of  his  years.     Tlie  effects  of  a  premature  old  age, 
by  reason  of  his  severe  sufferings,  are  now  manifest  to 
every  observer.     He  is  no  longer  that  active,  athletic, 
and  vigorous  man  which  he  once  was.     He  has  become 
decrepit,  disabled,  disfigured.     He  is  no  longer  full  of 
health  and  of  life;  he  is  enfeebled,  worn  down;  and  how 
has  all  this  happened?    The  effect  will  find  its  cause  in 
the  disability  which  was  incurred  on  the  battle-field  in 
September,  1814.     [t  was  the  wound  he  then  received, 
the  suffering  he  then  endured,  the  exposure  to  which 
he  was  unavoidably  subjected,   while  in    the  way  of 
his  duty,  that  has  brought  all  this  upon  him;  and  shall  it 
now  be  said  that  he  was  not  then  disabled,  because  for 
many  years  he  continued  to  perform  the  accustomed  du- 
ties of'^his  station?    No,  sir.     It  was  wise  and  politic  in 
the  Government  to  retain  General  Ripley  in  the  service; 
his  presence,  his  example,  his  precepts,  nerved  the  arm 
of  the  soldier,  and  gave  energy  and  confidence  in  the 
hour  of  battle. 

General  Ripley  was,  Mr.  President,  seriously  disabled 
by  the  wound  he  then  received,  and  his  pension  ought 
not  to  have  been  withheld  nn  the  ground  that  he  con- 
tinued in  the  employment  of  his  country;  and,  as  it  was 
not  then  extended  to  him,  it  becomes  our  duty  at  this 
lute  day  to  do  him  justice,  by  carrying  back  his  pension 
tn  (he  commencement  of  his  disability. 

*<  When  is  the  disabled  officer  to  receive  hiv  pension, 
which  (he  law  so  emphatically  awards  to  him,  if  he  does 
not  receive  it  while  in  service?  After  he  has  resigned 
his  commission  and  become  a  private  citizen?  Cer- 
tainly not;  because  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that,  by 
(he  act  of  congrfss  just  cited,  pensions  are  contingent 
;tnd  graduated,  and  that  the  highest  rate  of  pension  for 
the  greatest  disability  cannot  exceed  half  the  monthly 
pay  to  which  the  disabled  person  wasentilltdat  the  date 
of  his  injury." 

The  pension  of  General  Ripley  should,  and  it  must, 
if  the  Government  would  be  consistent  with  itself,  com- 
mence on  the  day  when  the  wound  was  received — at  the 
time  when  the  disability  was  incurred.  And  I  am,  and 
ever  have  been,  unable  to  understand  why  the  com* 
mencement  of  an  invalid  pension  should  be  controlled 
by  the  circumstance  of  application  and  proof.  When- 
ever the  physical  disability  takes  place,  (hen  should  the 
justice  of  Government  be  extended. 

*'The  act  of  January,  1812,  was  a  compact,  and  ca'cs 
occurring  under  it  were  to  be  viewed  as  a  compact, 
and  they  have  no  more  right  to  cut  ofl*  the  pension  than 
they  would  the  pay  or  the  lands  which  they  had  stipu- 
lated to  give." 

With  reference  to  pensions  for  individual  services  in 
tl)e  war  of  the  Revolution,  they  were  specially  created 
by  the  act  of  March,  1818,  and  by  the  subsequent  acts 
of  Congress.  The  Government  had  not  been  able  to 
perform  the  contract,  in  letter  or  in  spirit,  with  the  sol- 
diers of  the  Revolution,  and  these  annuities  were  grant- 
ed to  the  surviving  officers  and  soldiers  of  that  day  to 
make  up  for  the  deficiency.  All  this  is  the  regulation  by 
law.  It  was  competent  for  Congress,  in  relation  to  this 
matter,  to  fix  the  amount  as  well  as  the  commencement 
of  the  annuity.  It  w^a  a  legislative  provision  to  reward 
for  service  rendered  more  than  half  a  century  before 
the  adoption  of  the  provision.  That  was  a  matter  ad- 
dressing itself  to  the  high  sense  of  the  justice  ol  Con- 


gress. They  were  to  make  aucb  an  enactment  in  reUr 
tion  to  this  matter  as  they  might  think  just  and  proper. 
They  have  done  it;  and  the  whole  tnatter  is  now  parti- 
cularly regulated  by  acts  of  Congress.  This  class  of 
pensioners  ought  to  have  their  penalona  commence  when 
they  shall  bring  themselves  within  tbe  provisions  of  the 
existing  acts.  These  pensions  may  be  regarded  qov  in 
the  nature  of  a  debt,  which  the  Government  must  be 
preaumed  to  be  able  and  willing  to  pay  whenever  the 
creditor  shall  make  out  his  claim.  But  tbe  act  of  Jtoo- 
ar}'  II,  1812,  declares  what  shall  be  done  upon  tbe  hap' 
pening  of  particular  events.  It  says  to  the  officer,  Join 
the  service  of  your  country;  and,  should  you  be  wouitd- 
ed  in  battle,  you  shall  be  compensated  according  to  tU 
disability  incurred. 

Entirely  different,  then,  is  the  case  of  an  invalid  pen- 
sioner; his  claim  arises  under  previous  actsof  Cooi^ess, 
and  should  commence  with  the  commencement  of  tbe 
disability,  for  the  best  of  all  reasons— it  was  for  that  very 
disability  which  the  legislation  of  the  Government  lu 
intended  to  provide.  The  grant,  then,  should  go  bad: 
to  the  origin  of  tbe  disability,  and  should  continue  while 
the  disability  continues.  This,  I  contend,  should  be  the 
policy  and  the  practice  of  the  Government;  any  (hm; 
short  of  this  would  work  the  most  manifest  wroni^  and 
injustice.  If  there  is  any  title  under  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress to  an  invalid  pension,  it  results  firom  tiie  fact  of 
having  been  disabled  while  in  the  actual  military  kttic^ 
of  the  country.  And  would  it  not  be  absurd  to  contend 
that  the  commencement  of  such  a  pension  sliould  !>c 
controlled  by  extraneous  circumstances'  It  seems  to  rv: 
that  any  such  practical  construction  would  be  wrorf  n 
principle,  and  in  violation  of  the  spirit,  if  not  of  the  t^" 
press  letter,  of  the  act  of  January,  1812. 

It  was  under  (his  act  <*  to  raise  an  additional  miht^n' 
force,  that  General  Ripley  entered  the  army  of  the  Up 
ted  States.  Those  ^ho  knew  him  in  early  life  felt  a 
pride  (hut  so  pure  a  patriot,  #nd  bo  gallant  an  ofiicer, 
had  joined  the  standard  of  his  country  in  that  day  ol  tt^r 
danger,  when  the  most  unhallowed  sentiments  »<re 
avowed,  both  as  to  the  existing  causes,  and  as  to  the 
probable  effects  of  a  war  with  England.  U  was  viien 
dismay  had  almost  chilled  the  ardor,  and  broken  do»ii 
the  force  of  popular  feeling,  that  Ripley  came  forward 
and  united  his  fate  with  the  fate  of  his  native  countrj 
And  from  the  commcncemrnt  of  his  public  service  ij 
the  time  when  he  resigned  his  commission,  a  period  ot 
eight  years,  it  is  a  fact  worthy  of  all  praise  il»the»>i 
never  absent  from  the  scene  of  his  duty,  A  furlouph, » 
temporary  relief  from  the  severe  hardships  of  tbe  can^pi 
was  a  favor  which  he  never  sought,  and  which  he  never 
received.  I  know  this  man  well.  We  were  natives  ol 
the  same  State,  and  educated  at  the  same  institutmo 
His  early  and  unchanging  principles,  his  habits  of  indus- 
try, his  known  character,  his  high  and  honorable  feel- 
ings, gave  the  promise  of  his  becoming  a  bold,  a  danngi 
a  brave,  and  a  humane  officer;  a  pledge  which  has  been 
most  fisithfuUy  redeemed.  He  was  first  appointed  s 
lieutenant  colonel  of  the  21st  regiment;  a  regimen 
which  was  enlisted  by'bis  untiring  efforts;  a  regiment 
which  was  second  to  no  other  attached  to  the  Amenctn 
army  for  the  bravery  of  its  officers  and  men  during  «w 
period  of  the  war.  Its  commander  was  rarely  absent 
from  the  field  of  battle.  He  was  by  the  side  of  PiKe 
when  that  gallant  officer  fell  at  York.  He  Ird  the  m- 
vance,  consisting  of  his  own  regiment,  at  Chrystlf^' 
fieldii,  and  repeatedly  drove  the  enemy  back  with  (he 
bayonet.  He  was,  without  solicitation  on  his  part,  (^ 
this  particular  act  of  daring  courage,  advanced  to  the 
office  of  a  brigadier  general.  He  was  present  at  the 
capture  of  Fort  Erie,  at  the  battle  of  Chippewa,  m» 
Bridgewater,  where  his  brigade  stormed  tbe  height*; 
and  with  Miller,  another  son  of  tbe  granite  State,  at^he 
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head  of  the  3l8t,  carried  the  enemy's  artillery*  At  a 
subsequent  time,  in  September,  1814,  at  the  battle  at 
(he  sortie  from  Fort  Erie,  General  Ripley  was  severely 
and  dangerously  wounded  by  a  musket  ball  passing 
ttirough  his  neck,  while  making  a  charge  upon  the  re* 
enforcement  of  the  enemy;  and  thus  terminating  a  siege 
of  fifly-three  days  of  constant  cannonading,  when  every 
(iuy  was  a  battle.  The  enemy  immediately  af\er  raised 
the  siege,  and  retired  to  Chippewa.  But  General  Rip- 
ley remained  in  military  service,  not  only  to  the  close  of 
tlte  late  war,  but  to  the  period  of  18^0,  when  he  surrender- 
ed his  commission  of  brevet  major  general .  Congress,  on 
the  3d  of  November,  1814,  passed  a  resolution  "  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  cause 
a  golden  medal  to  be  struck,  with  suitable  emblems 
Slid  devices,  and  presented  to  Brigadier  General  Ripley, 
in  testimony  of  the  high  sense  entertained  by  Congress 
of  his  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  the  several  conflicts 
of  Chippewa,  Niagara,  and  Erie." 

I  have,  Mr.  President,  thus  very  briefly  adverted  to 
the  gallant  services  of  General  Ripley  during  the  last  war. 
I  have  adverted  to  the  resolution  above  cited,  to  show 
the  sense  which  Cbngress  entertained  of  those  services. 
This  resolution  spoke  but  the  common,  the  general  sen- 
timent of  the  whole  country.  No  ofiicer  was  more 
strongly  supported  by  the  power  of  popular  feeling  for 
his  courage  and  conduct,  during  the  war,  than  General 
Rjpley.  lie  was  known  to  be  a  brave  and  a  fearless 
Clan.  He  was  known  to  be  ardently  attached  to  the  free 
institutions  of  his  country.  He  was  believed,  while  in 
public  service,  to  be  free  from  public  reproach.  The 
war  closed,  the  scene  was  changed;  and  the  published 
history  of  the  times  exhibited  General  Ripley  as  a  pub- 
lic defaulter — a  debtor  to  the  Government.  It  was  a 
record  which  could  not  fail  to  produce  among  his  early 
friends  the  deepest  humiliation  and  chagrin.  They  were 
slow  to  believe  that  he  could  have  knowingly  convert- 
ed to  his  own  use  that  which  rightfully  belonged  to  his 
(xovernment;  but  such  was  the  declared  fact;  and  his 
hard  and  well-earned  fame  was  stained  with  the  false 
and  ignominious  brand  of  being  a  public  defaulter. 
General  Ripley,  from  the  beginning,  most  resolutely 
protested  against  the  truth  of  this  charge.  His  langfuage 
was,  invariably,  that  the  Government  was  indebted  to 
him;  and  whenever  he  should  be  able  to  obtain  a  fair 
examination  and  an  honest  adjustment  of  his  accounts, 
it  would  be  found  that  he  owed  not  a  dollar  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, but  that  the  United  States  owed  to  him  thou- 
sands. We  hoped  it  might  be  so— that  such  would  turn 
out  to  be  the  facts  of  the  case;  and  1  need  not  say  that 
U)e  result  of  the  recent  trials  of  the  suits  commenced  by 
the  United  States  againat  General  Ripley,  has  proved 
the  truth  of  his  declarations. 

The  bill,  then,  Mr.  President,  which  I  propose  to 
offer,  ought  to  be  passed  promptly;  it  is  but  an  act  of 
justice  to  General  Ripley.  1  have  said,  sir,  that  no  man 
has  suffered  more  wrong,  severer  treatment,  at  the 
hands  of  his  Government  than  General  Ripley:  I  repeat 
it,  and  will  attempt  to  make  good  my  allegation.  He 
was  entitled  to  a  pension  under  the  act  of  1812,  for  a 
disability  incurred  while  in  military  service  in  Septem- 
ber, 1814.  Did  he  receive  \\}  Was  he  placed  upon 
the  list  of  invalids,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
that  act^  No,  sir.  It  was  withheld,  without  right,  upon 
the  ground  that  he  was  continued  in  the  service  and  was 
m  the  receipt  of  full  pay  as  an  ofiicer.  The  reason  is 
sitogether  unsatisfactory.  The  only  question  is,  noc  how 
much  money  he  nuy,  by  some  good  fortune,  be  able 
anfiually  to  earn,  but  what  was  the  degree  of  physical 
disability  created  by  the  wound:  and  the  pension  should 
have  been  awarded'  immediately  according  to  that  de- 
gree of  disability,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  1812.  But 
this  was  not  done;  and  the  pension  of  General  Ripley 
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was  unjustly  withheld  for  the  reason  stated.  WeU, 
then*  might  he  complain  of  this  act  of  injustice  on  the 
part  of  his  Government;  but  he  was  silent  and  submis- 
sive. In  relation  to  this  point,  we  are  not  without  legis- 
lative authority.  In  July,  1832,  Congress  passed  an  act» 
**  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War,  upon  the  applica- 
tion of  J.  O.  Preston,  a  colonel  in  the  late  war,  and 
upon  his  making  proof  of  bis  right  to  be  placed  upon 
the  Invalid  pension  roll  as  an  officer  of  the  late  war,  to  al- 
low the  said  Preston  the  amount  which  would  have  been 
due  him  had  he  made  his  application  at  the  time  he  re- 
ceived his  wound."  There  never  could  be  a  case  more 
directly  in  point  than  the  one  above  cited.  The  individ- 
ual was  a  most  meritorious  officer  during  the  last  war; 
so  was  General  Ripley.  Colonel  Preston  bad  not  for- 
mally, in  BO  many  figures  and  words,  made  application  to 
the  proper  department  for  a  pension,  nor  had  Gene- 
ral Ripley.  In  all  respects  the  two  cases  are  alike,  and 
should  receive  like  treatment  at  the  hands  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

But  another  ease  which  I  will  bring  to  the  notice  of 
the  Senate^  goes  clearly  to  show  that  the  position  that 
an  officer,  while  in  public  service,  is  not  entitled  to  an 
invalid  pension,  is  wholly  untenable.  The  act  for  the 
relief  of  Thomas  Ap  C.  Jones,  grants  him  arrears  of 
pension  to  which  he  was  entitled  on  account  of  a  per- 
manent disability,  occasioned  by  a  wound  received  bv 
him  in  battle  with  the  enemy  during  the  last  war  wita 
Great  Britain,  commencing  at  the  time  he  received  the 
wound.  This  act  was  passed  in  May,  1834.  Captain  Jones 
had  long  been,  and  was  then,  and  still  is,  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  and  in  the  receipt  of  full  pay  for  that 
service.  This  case,  then,  establishes,  and  rightfully 
establishes,  the  principle,  that  the  invalid  pension  should 
commence  with  the  commencement  of  the  disability,  and 
should  be  commensurate  with  the  degree  of  disability. 
Upon  principle,  then,  as  well  as  in  accordance  with  exist- 
ing precedents,  should  General  Ripley's  pension,  as  an 
invalid,  go  back  to  the  time  when  he  was  wounded. 

I  have  before  stated  that  General  Ripley  left  the  army 
in  1820,  and  I  have  also  stated  the  cause  which  prevent- 
ed his  being  placed  upon  the  pension  list.  But  the  time 
had  come  when  he  was  to  be  relieved  from  the  caresy 
and  no  longer  to  be  entitled  to  the  profits  of  office. 
But  with  that  event  comes  "  the  unkindest  cut  of  all." 
He  stands  recorded,  and  is  held  out  to  the  world,  as  a 
defaulter,  as  a  debtor  to  the  Government.  A  largo 
balance  was  struck  against  him  at  the  Treasury  office* 
and  from  this  consideration  he  was  prevented  from  then 
being  placed  on  the  list  of  invalids,  and  drawing  his 
pension.  On  referring  to  the  appropriation  bills  from 
1821  to  1826,  it  will  be  found  that  in  the  acts  of  Con« 
gress  making  appropriations  for  the  military  service* 
which  includes  appropriations  for  every  class  of  pension- 
ers, it  is  in  effect  provided  that  no  money  shall  be  paid 
to  any  person  who  is  in  arrears  to  the  United  States* 
until  such  persoh  shall  have  accounted  for,  and  paid  into 
the  Treasury,  all  sums  for  which  he  may  be  liable. 
Such  was  the  law,  and  such  was  the  practice,  at  the 
different  Departments.  And  in  January,  1828,  Congress 
passed  a  general  act  to  prevent  defalcations  on  the  part 
of  the  disbursing  agents  of  the  Government;  and  that 
act  contained  the  precise  provisions  which  had  been  for 
many  years  incorporated  into  the  public  appropriation 
bills. 

No  disbursing  military  officer  ought  to  be  discharged 
from  the  public  service  until  his  accounts  were  fully 
settled.  This  is  a  sound  and  safe  principle;  but  in  s 
total  disregard  of  this  principle,  the  resignation  of 
General  Ripley  was  accepted;  and  no  sooner  was  it  done* 
when  one  account  was  stated  at  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, whereby  it  appeared  '*  that  the  sum  of  thirteen 
thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-three  dollars  and  ten 
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centf,  as  due  by  Rleazer  W.  Ripley,  late  major  fj^neral 
in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  was  found  against  him 
on  settlement  of  his  accounts;"  and  in  less  than  one 
month  thereaAer,  another  account  was  stated  at  tlie 
Treasury  Department  whereby  it  appeared  that  a  Further 
B«im  of  Axir  thousand  one  hundred  and  fif\y-rour  dollars 
and  ninety-five  cents  was  found  against  him,  makin}^  in 
all  the  ^m  of  $17,318  05  as  the  balance  due  from 
General  Ripley  to  the  United  States.  These  balances, 
thus  struck,  one  in  April,  the  other  in  May,  1821,  at 
the  Treasury  Department,  presented  an  insurmountable 
obstacle  to  his  ot)taining  his  long  neglected  but  Justly 
merited  claim  for  an  invalid  pension.  There  cannot  be 
well  conceived  an  act  of  more  flagrant  injustice,  of 
grosser  wrong,  than  to  strike  these  balances  against 
Ueneral  Ripley,  after  he  had  voluntarily  resigned  his 
commission,  and  then  bring  up  those  very  balances  in 
judgment  against  him,  whenever  he  pressed  his  claim 
for  a  pension.  It  is  highly  creditable  to  the  Committee 
on  Pensions  of  the  Senate,  that  they  have  done  away 
this  practice,  by  bringing  forward  at  this  very  session  a 
bill,  and  which  has  now  become  the  law  of  the  land: 

'*l1iat  the  act  entitled  an  '  An  act  to  prevent  defaica- 
tions  on  the  part  of  the  disbursing  agents  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  for  other  purposes,'  approved  the  twenty- 
fifth  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-eight, 
■hall  not  be  constmed  to  authorize  the  pension  of  any 
pensioner  of  the  United  States  to  be  withheld." 

It  is  not  my  purpose,  standing  here  as  the  friend  of 
General  Ripley,  to  allude  to  the  embarrassments  and 
difficulties  which  attended  every  movement  he  made 
with  a  view  to  the  adjustment  of  these  accounts  at  the 
Treasury  Department.  I  may,  however,  be  permitted 
to  say  that  no  man  feels  more  deeply  the  positive  wrongs 
which  have  been  inflicted  upon  him,  the  gross  neglects 
which  have  been  practised  toward  him  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  his  country,  than  General  Ripley.  It  cannot  be 
otherwise.  In  November,  1814,  Congress  passed  a 
highly  complimentary  resolution  in  favor  of  this  dis- 
tinguished officer;  but  until  it  was  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  Senate,  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  at  this  very  session,  that  resolution  had  been 
permitted  to  remain  unnoticed  and  unobserved  in  the 
archives  of  the  Government.  But  whatever  may  have 
been  the  feelings  of  General  Ripley,  they  were  the 
secret  workinp^  of  hts  own  heart.  The  language  of 
complaint  agamst  the  justice  of  his  country,  tot  which 
he  so  long  served,  and  so  freely  bled,  has  never  escaped 
his  lips. 

But  in  relation  to  those  pretended  Treasury  balances, 
the  United  States,  in  September,  1823,  commenced  two 
stiits  against  General  Ripley  in  the  district  court  of 
Louisiana,  to  enforce  their  collection.  Af\er  the  suits 
were  consolidated,  they  were  continued  from  term  to 
term,  until  May,  1830,  when  the  trial  took  place.  The 
verdict  of  the  jury  was  returned  for  the  defendant. 
I'hey  allowed  to  General  Ripley,  for  his  account  and 
for  his  extra  service,  ...    $15,060  22 

They  deduct  therefrom  the  balance  due 

the  United  States^,  -  -  -      11,929  32 


Leaving  due  to  General  Ripley, 


$3,130  90 


Whereupon  the  court  ordered  that  the  United  States 
take  nothing  by  these  petitions.  To  the  proceedings 
on  trial  in  this  case,  and  to  the  ruling  of  the  judge,  a 
bill  of  exceptions  was  filled  by  the  attorney  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  allowed  by  the  court  j  and  the  defendant, 
in  like  manner,  filed  a  bill  of  exceptions  to  a  certain 
ruling  of  the  court,  which  went  to  the  exclusion  from 
the  consideration  of  the  jury  of  so  much  of  General 
Riple)  's  claim,  iu  oflset,  as  he  made  for  arrearages  of 
nension  since  1814.     There  was  one  extraordinary  fact. 


to  which  1  refer  as  woKhy  of  particular  notice,  tmi 
which  occurred  during  the  trial,  and  is  now  matter  of 
record.  So  entirely  conscious  were  the  jury  that  Genf- 
ral  Ripley  ought  to  have  been  allowed  his  pension  from 
the  commencement  of  his  disability,  that  « the  foreman 
of  the  jury,  after  handing  the  verdict  to  the  court,  lUtd 
that  it  was  the  unanimous  wish  of  the  jury  to  allow  the 
claim  for  arrearages  of  pension,  and  requested  informs* 
tion  whether  it  would  be  legal  to  allow  it.*'  The  court 
charged  them  that  they  could  not^  and  their  verdict  ti^ 
made  up  accordingly. 

Utit  with  the  termination  of  this  trial  did  not  terininstp 
the  sufterings  of  General  Ripley,  growing  out  of  tb' 
prosecution,  if  it  may  not  well  be  called  persecutior),  of 
his  Government.  A  writ  of  error  was  sued  out,  and  tlie 
case  brought  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uniifd 
States.  Genera]  Ripley  could  not  and  did  not  follov 
this  case  to  Washington {  he  had  nothing  to  fear  from 
that  quarter {  nor  had  heany  apprehensions  that  any  jtirv 
of  his  country  could  ever  be  empannelled  by  any  court 
of  trial,  to  pass  between  him  and  his  Govemroent,  which 
would  return  a  verdict  against  him.  He  had  entire  con- 
fidence in  the  justice  of  his  case,  and  be  reposed  villi 
perfect  security  in  that  justice.  I'he  cause  came  before 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  after  having  been  argued  by 
Mr.  Taney,  the  late  attorney  general  for  the  United 
States,  (no  counsel  appearing  for  the  defendsnt,)  vas 
finally  disposed  of  at  the  January  term,  1833.  In  the 
trial  below.  General  Ripley  made  claim — first,  forcertair. 
extra  disbursements  made  by  him;  and,  second,  for  cer- 
tain extra  services  performed  by  him.  Toe  Supreoie 
Court  decided,  "  that  if  the  disbursements  made  for 
which  compensation  is  claimed  were  not  siichasvere 
ordinarily  attached  to  the  duties  of  the  office  held  by  the 
defendant,  the  fact  should  have  been  so  stated,  and  alM) 
that  the  service  was  performed  under  the  sanclioti  of  the 
Government,  or  under  such  circumstances  u  rendered 
the  extra  labor  and  responsibility  assumed  by  the  de< 
fendant  in  performing  it,  necessary.  Should  the  ic- 
counting  officer  of  the  Treasury  Department  refuse  to 
allow  an  officer  the  established  compensation  which  be- 
longs to  his  station,  the  claim,  having  been  rejectedi 
should  un<^estionab]y  be  allowed  by  way  of  setoff  to  t 
demand  ot  the  Government,  by  a  court  and  jury.  *^  And 
it  is  ec^ually  clear  that  an  equitable  allowance  should  be 
made  m  the  same  manner  for  extra  services  performed 
by  an  officer,  which  did  not  come  within  the  line  of  i»> 
official  duW,  and  which  had  been  performed  under  tbs 
sanction  of^  the  Government,  or  under  circumstances  of 
peculiar  emergency.  In  such  a  ease,  the  compenntiofl 
should  be  graduated  by  the  amount  paid  for  like  ^^^^ 
under  similar  circumstances.  Usage  may  safely  be  relied 
on  in  such  cases,  as  fixing  a  just  compensation." 

**  The  allowances  claimed  under  the  second  hetd  ^|^ 
services  which  did  not  come  within  the  range  of  his  om* 
cial  duties,  should  have  been  performed  with  the  tfnc* 
tion  of  the  Government,  or  under  circumstsnces  sbore 
stated." 

"The  court,  in  conclusion,  remarked  that  the  ths^j"' 
guished  services  rendered  by  the  defendsnt  during  ibe 
late  war,  are  advantageously  known  to  the  country;  but 
the  claims  set  up  in  the  case  under  consideration,  ^>u^t  i 
be  brought  within  the  established  rules  on  the  subject,  j 
before  they  can  receive  judicial  sanction;  and  ai»  >"  "'5 
opinion  of  this  court,  the  district  court  erred,  as  their 
instructions  to  the  jury  were  given  without  qualificatioOf 
the  judgment  must  be  reversed,  and  the  cause  reman"' 
ed,  for  proceeding  de  now.  This  interesting  case  « re- 
ported in  detail  in  the  seventh  volume  of  Petera's  Kepo/<^' 

The  abstract  made  of  the  proceedings  and  decistoo^ 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  satisfactorily  establishes  the  posi- 
tions taken  by  the  defendant  on  the  trial;  and  the  onty 
error  committed  by  the  judge  below  was,  in  giving  un* 
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qiialifiecl  instnicttnns  to  the  jury  upon  the  points  assumed. 
That  (he  defendant  was  entitled  to  recover  for  disburse- 
ments  made  by  him,  not  such  as  were  ordinarily  attached 
to  Ibe  duties  of  his  office,  as  well  as  for  extraordinary 
services,  admitted  of  no  doubt;  and  notwithstandin$r  the 
clear  exposition  of  the  principles  made  by  the  Supreme 
Court,  which  were  to  govern  the  district  court  in  the 
trial  of  this  cause,  and  notwithstanding  those  principles 
%vere  most  favorable  to  the  rights  of  General  Ripley,  yet 
this  same  cause  was  a  second  time  pressed  on  for  trial 
by  the  United  States,  and  the  defendant  was  driven  to 
the  necessity  of  again  preparing  for  trial,  and  of  submit- 
ting^ to  all  the  costs  and  charges  which  were  thereby  im- 
posed upon  him.  All  this  was  done.  In  1833  the  cause 
was  remanded  for  a  new  trial  in  the  district  court  of 
Louisiana,  and  in  two  years  aAer,  in  May,  1835— making 
thirteen  years  since  the  commencement  of  this  prosecu- 
tion— the  cause  was  tried  anew  by  another  jury  of  his 
country,  and  upon  the  principles  laid  down  by  the  Su* 
preroe  Court  for  the  government  of  the  case.  Mark 
a}^;iin  the  result — it  is  detailed  in  an  official  letter  from 
the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Second  Auditor, 
u  liich  I  will  read: 

"Ojtpice  ofthx  SoLictTonoF  TUG  Tusasuht,  > 
November  25,  1835.  3 

*•  Sia:  Frc»m  official  returns  received  at  this  office,  in 
relation  to  the  trial  of  the  two  suits  directed  to  be  insti- 
tuted against  General  E.  W.  Kipley,  late  of  the  United 
States  army,  one  as  late  Brevet  Major  General,  exhibit- 
in;*-  a  balance  of  $9,449  70,  standing  against  him  on  the 
books  of  the  Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  the  other 
as  late  Urigadier  General,  exhibiting  a  balance  of 
$2,479  62,  standing  against  him  on  the  books  of  the 
Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury^  it  appears  that,  at  the 
Utc  trial  of  these  suits,  they  were  ordered  to  be  con- 
solidated, and  at  May  term,  1830,  of  the  United  States 
district  court,  for  the  eastern  district  of  Louisiana,  a 
verdict  was  rendered  in  favor  of  the  defendant. 

•*  On  the  15tii  October,  1830,  the  district  aHorney  at 
New  Orleans  was  instructed  to -take  out  a  writ  of  error, 
that  the  principle  involved  in  the  case  mii^lit  be  settled 
in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

**  At  January  term,  1833,  the  judgment  of  tlie  district 
court  was  reversed,  and  the  case  remanded  to  the  said 
district  court  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  with  directions  to  award  a  venire  facias  de  novo. 

••In  the  clerk's  report  of  the  district  court  for  May 
term,  1 835,  he  states  that  a  verdict  was  rendered  in  favor 
of  the  defendant.  In  conformity  with  it,  it  was  ordered 
by  the  court,  that  it  be  certified  that  the  plaintiffs  (the 
United  States)  are  indebted  to  the  defendant,  £.  W. 
Ripley,  in  the  sum  of  $20,596  12.  The  account,  there- 
foi  e,  against  him  should  be  closed. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

V.  MAXCY, 
Solicitor  of  the  Treasury. 

**  To  William  B.  Law  is,  Esq., 

Second  Auditor,** 

Thus,  at  a  second  trial,  under  all  the  delays  and  dis- 
advantages I  have  detailed,  the  verdict  of  his  peers  is, 
that  instead  of  General  Ripley  being  a  debtor  to  the 
Government,  he  is  its  creditor  upon  the  claims  exhibited 
to  them,  and  beyond  all  the  claims  of  the  Government, 
in  the  sum  of  $20,596  12. 

Such,  Mr.  President,  is  the  origin,  the  progress,  and 
the  termination  of  these  two  suits  commenced  against 
General  Ripley,  with  how  much  credit  or  honor  to  the 
country  l>  for  one,  leave  others  to  say;  but  I  will  not 
hesitate  to  declare  that  they  originated  in  error,  and 
hive  beeo  carried  forward  in  error  that  the  Government 


in  the  commencement  of  these  suits  against  General 
Ripley  inflicted  a  deep  wound  upon  his  moral  character, 
and  committed  a  positive  injury  upon  his  credit  and 
standing  as  a  man  and  as  a  citizen.  Upon  the  ground  of 
this  alleged  indebtedness  and  defalcation,  under  a  covir 
of  a  balance  thus  fi«lsely  arrayed  against  him  upon  the 
books  of  the  l*reasury,  the  pension  to  which  he  was 
honorably  and  honestly  entitled  from  the  Government, 
.has  been  kept  from  him,  and  not  a  dollar  has  be  realized 
from  either  the  justice  or  bounty  of  his  country. 

Mr.  President,  1  have  now  said  all  that  I  have  to  sayi 
and,  in  conclusion,  will  only  add  that  the  Government 
ought  not  to  take  advantage  of  its  own  wrong.  Such  a 
proceeding  would  not  be  tolerated  by  the  most  ordinary 
judicial  tribunal  in  our  land,  with  reference  to  the  com* 
mon  dealings  between  man  and  man.  The  claim  set  up 
by  the  Government  against  General  Ripley,  had  no 
foundation  in  truth  or  in  justice.  So  say  your  owr 
courts;  and  shall  the  Government  take  shelter  under 
that  false  balance  as  stated,  and  deny  to  General  Ripley 
that  which  would  have  been  most  readily  granted  to 
him  in  1820,  had'  it  not  been  for  this  very  fictitious 
balanced  I  cannot,  I  will  not,  believe  it.  General  Rip- 
ley must  inevitably  suffer  from  this  long  neglect  of  his 
Government,  for  having  for  so  long  a  period  withheld 
from  him  his  just  right.  Had  he  even  received  in  1820 
the  pension  to  which  he  ^as  entitled,  he  would  have 
had  less  cause  of  complaint;  but,  in  addition  to  all  the 
other  wrongs  which  he  has  been  obliged  to  suffer,  I 
hope  it  may  not  be  his  fortune  to  experience  further  in- 
justice at  the  hands  of  his  Government.  I  hope  he  will 
not  be  obliged  to  admit  that  his  Government  made  up  a 
false  balance  against  him,  and,  by  reason  of  that  pre- 
tended balance,  withheld  from  him  his  pension;  and 
when  he  had  wiped  away  that  balance,  and  aatisfied  his 
Government,  that  there  was  not  at  any  period  since  he 
left  the  army,  any  just  balance  whatever  against  him, 
any  indebtedness  on  his  part,  that  his  Government  would 
not  now  extend  to  him  riglits  which  would  not  have 
been  withheld,  if  this  balance  had  not  thus  been  stated. 

Mr.  President,  the  bill  which  I  have  prepared  is  in- 
tended to  give  authority  to  one  of  the  highest  officers  ol 
the  Government,  to  examine  and  scrutinize  these  claims, 
and  to  audit  and  settle  the  whole  account.  General 
Ripley  asks  no  exercise  of  generosity  towards  himself, 
by  the  Government.  He  only  asks  justice,  and  that 
without  further  delay.  He  has  but  few  years  to  survive 
the  wrongs  to  wliich  he  has  been  exposed  in  this  matter, 
as  all  who  know  him  as  I  know  him,  can  plainly  foresee. 
But  he  asks  to  have  the  last  essential  correction  applied 
to  these  wrongs,  while  he  is  yet  alive.  Sure  I  am,  what 
he  asks,  or  rather  what  is  asked  by  me  in  his  behalf, 
unsolicited  by  and  unknownto  himself,  will  not  be  deem- 
ed unreasonable  by  any  member  of  this  body,  who  is  in 
the  possession  of  the  facts.  Mr.  President,  I  ask  leave 
to  present  the  bill;  I  wish  it  read,  and  1  hope  that  there 
will  be  no  objection  to  its  second  reading  at  this  time, 
nor  to  its  engrossment  for  a  third  reading.  If  objection 
be  made,  I  shall  not  oppose,  but  should  ask  for  its  ref- 
erence to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

When  Mr.  Hubbabd  had  concluded,  after  some  re- 
marks from   Messra.    PRESTON,  TOMLINSON,  and 

HUBBARD, 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 

The  Senate  took  up  for  consideration,  as  the  special 
order,  the  bill  to  extend  the  charters  of  certain  banks  in 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  BENTON  made  some  remarks  in  opposition  to 
the  bill,  contending  that  the  report  of  the  committee  re- 
commending^ the  recharter  of  the  banks  was  not  sustained 
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by  the  evidence.  With  regard  to  two  of  these  banks 
that  had  stopped  payment,  (he  Patriotic  Bank  of  Wash- 
ington and  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  George- 
town, he  insisted  that  they  did  not  make  proper  exer- 
tions to  avoid  a  suspension  of  specie  payments;  and  that 
their  stoppage,  so  far  from  being  necessary,  had  every 
appearance  of  having  been  voluntary.  In  commenting 
on  the  various  tables  and  statements  furnished  by  the 
committee,  he  contended  that  the  stoppage  of  the  Far- 
mers and  Mechanica'  Bank  for  the  insignificant  sum  of 
#6,000,  was  of  itself  enough  to  render  them  unwoKhy 
of  a  recharter.  Their  stoppage  was  either  compulsory, 
or  it  was  voluntary.  If  the  latter,  it  showed  an  unpar- 
donable want  of  fidelity  to  their  obligations  to  the  pub- 
lic; and  if,  on  the  other  hand,  they  were  unable  to  avoid 
■topping  for  the  insignificant  sum  of  $6,000,  it  showed 
that  their  resources  were  too  contemptible  to  render 
them  worthy  of  credit. 

Mr.  B.,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  read  and  com- 
mented on  the  following  documents: 

Harper's  Ferrt,  May  16,  1836. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  I  received 
this  morning.  Early  in  April,  1834,  we  expected  to 
pay  off  the  roll  for  the  month  of  March.  Accordingly, 
on  the  7th  of  April,  I  wrote  to  Colonel  J.  J.  Stul>, 
cashier  of  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  of  George* 
town,  (the  bank  through  which  we  were  then  directed 
to  transact  our  business,)  to  send  me,  as  soon  as  conve- 
nient, ten  thousand  dollars.  The  Friday  following  I 
expected  to  ha\'e  commenced  paying,  but  the  money 
was  not  sent  on  until  the  10th,  and  not  received  by  me 
until  the  Saturday  fsUowing;  conseauently,  it  arrived 
too  late  to  pay  that  week.  On  Sunday  following  I  re- 
ceived the  news  of  the  failure  of  the  bank;  and  on  Mon- 
day or  Tuesday  (f  am  not  certain  which)  I  set  off  for  the 
District.  When  I  reached  Georgetown,  I  had  with  me 
thirteen  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars  of 
the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  paper.  I  called  on 
the  officers  of  the  bank,  and  was  told  by  them  that  the 
amount  of  their  paper  I  had  on  hand  should  be  exchang- 
ed for  current  funds,  but  it  could  not  be  done  immedi- 
ately. I  deposited  their  paper,  as  they  requested,  in  the 
Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  in  Washington  city,  and  some 
time  after  I  received  the  same  amount  from  the  cashier  of 
that  bank,  in  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis.  This 
is  a  brief,  but  correct  statement  of  the  facts  you  require. 

I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  letter  1  received  with  the 
ten  thousand  dollars. 

April  13,  1834. 

The  board  met,  in  pursuance  of  a  call  from  the  Presi- 
dent, at  his  dwelling. 

Present:  The  President,  Messrs.  Huglies,  Bradley, 
Ingle,  Clarke,  and  Thompson. 

The  Preaident  and  Mr.  Clarke  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  meet  committees  of  the  other  specie  paying 
banks  in  the  District,  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock,  to  decide 
upon  such  course  as  may  be  necessary  in  the  present 
deranged  state  of  the  commercial  affairs  of  the  country. 
Adjourned  to  meet  at  4  o'clock  P.  M.  to-morrow. 

MoVDAT,  Jpril  14,  1834. 

The  board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  The  President,  Messrs.  Smith,  Coyle,  Blag- 
den.  Hand,  Hughes,  Ingle,  P.  Bradley,  Clarke,  Thomp- 
aoD. 

The  President  and  Mr.  Clarke  reported  to  the  board 
that,  as  a  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose  yesterday, 
they  had  sought  and  requested  an  interview  with  the  Far- 
mers' Bank  of  Alexandria,  the  Bank  of  Potomac,  the 
Union  Bunk  of  Georgetown,  and  Bank  of  the  Metropo- 
Ms,  at  12  o'clock  this  day,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 


measures  to  protect  the  respective  institutions  agiinst 
the  present  pressure  of  the  times;  that  they  hsd  m- 
son  to  believe  that  those  banks  would  meet,  but  they 
did  not,  and,  therefore,  there  is  no  alternative  left  but 
to  act  for  ourselves.     Wherefore, 

Baohedf  At  a  special  meeting  of  the  president  ind 
directors  of  the  Patriotic  Bank,  held  this  day,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the  alarming  stite 
of  the  commercial  affairs  of  the  District,  it  «*as  unani- 
moualy 

JRetohedf  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  board,  tbe  in- 
terest of  the  bank  and  its  creditors  requires  that  the  pay- 
ment of  Bpecie  for  its  obligations  ought  to  be  for  the  pre- 
sent suspended. 

Retolved^  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  board,  tbe  report 
made  by  the  committee  of  inveatigation  in  January  list, 
showing  that  the  bank  had  not  only  the  ability  to  pay  its 
obligations,  but  to  pay  ihe  stockholdera  upwards  of  110 
per  cent.,  was  a  true  and  correct  statement  of  the  affain 
of  the  bank,  and  that  nothing  has  occurred  thus  far  to 
render  the  securities  of  the  bank  less  aafe  than  at  that 
period. 

Raoloed,  That  the  creditors  of  the  bank  be  requested 
not  to  sacrifice  their  claims,  as  tbe  board  feel  authorized 
to  assure  Uiem  their  claims  will  all  be  paid. 

In  making  known  this  determination,  the  board  need 
hardly  aay,  ttiat  nothing  but  the  extraordinary  juncture 
of  aflairs  could  have  brought  them  to  the  painful  neces- 
sity of  this  recommendation.  They  earnestly  invite  all 
persona  to  call  and  satisfy  themselves  of  the  condition  of 
the  bank,  and  the  exertions  of  the  board  to  sustain  ihe 
iriStitution,  and  that  so  far  as  discrelion  and  prudence 
would  authorize,  they  have  peraonally  gone. 

W.  A.  BRADLEY,  PreuM^ 
JOHN  COYLE, 
THOMAS  BLAGDEN, 
J.  W.  HAND, 
M.  ST.  C.  CLARKE, 
NATHAN  SMITH, 
THOMAS  HUGHES, 
EDWAKD  INGLE, 
PHINEAS  BRADLEY. 
P.  THOMPSON. 
On  motion,  it  was 

Besolocd,  That,  in  fulfilment  of  pledges  already  g:ven, 
the  cash  funds  of  the  bank  be  placed  in  charge  of  the 
president  and  cashier  for  the  purpose  of  paying  off  the 
balances  due  to  the  general  depositors;  that  the  re- 
mainder be  returned  to  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis  m 
liquidation  of  the  loan  made  to  the  bank  on  tbe  llti>  in- 
stant, and  the  balance  secured  by  the  transfer  of  dis- 
counted notes. 

Copies  of  leUers  from  Richard  Smith,  Cashitr  of  ih( 
Branch  Bonk  of  the  UniUd  Slate$,  at  WoBhington  cUy, 
to  W,  A.  Bradley,  Esq.,  President  of  the  PdrioUc 

Bank  of  Washington, 

ApaiL2,  1834. 

Mt  dear  Sir:  In  consequence  of  demands  for  ass'^^* 
ance  from  others,  and  the  small  amount  of  money  at  our 
disposal,  the  board  could  not  ^rant  you  more  than 
$10,000,  which  sum  you  can  have  if  it  will  benefit  you. 
It  may  be,  that  in  the  coming  week  we  sliall  be  able  to 
do  more;  but  of  this  1  am  not  certain,  and  would  not, 
therefore,  flatter  you. 

Very  truly  yours, 

RICHARD  SMITH,  Cashitr. 
W.  A.  Bradley,  Esq., 

President  Patriotic  Bank. 

ApBit  4,  1854. 
Dear  Sin:  I  wish,  if  you  take  the  discount  of  $10,000, 
that  you  would  send  in  the  note  to-morrow  morning,  >s 
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it  wilt  be  neceuary  to  reduce  the  balance  due  from  your 
bank.  If  you  can  spare  any  thing  else  in  addition,  I 
hope  you  will  send  it  to  me  to-morrow. 

Very  truly  yours,  .    - 

RICHARD  SMITH,  Coihicr. 
Wm.  a.  Bradlst,  Esq., 

FraiderU  Pairiotic  Bank. 

Orpici  Bahk  Uhitsd  States, 

WaahingUm^  Opril  5,  1834. 

BaAa  Sib:  The  post  note  for  $10,000  of  your  bank, 
received  in  your  letter  of  this  date,  is  discounted;  and 
your  amount  is  credited  $9,893  33  for  the  proceeds. 

Our  board  will  decide  on  Tuesday  next  whether  to 
receive  the  note  of  the  corporation  of  Washington  as 
collateral  security  for  the  post  note. 

I  am,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  SMITH,  €ai>htr. 
G.  E.  Dtson,  Esq.,  Cathier. 

Office  Dakk  United  States, 

Waahingion,  Apni  7,  1834. 

Dear  Sir:  The  balances  against  the  banks  are  larger 
than,  under  present  circumstances,  can  be  permitted. 
I  will  therefore  thank  you  to  reduce  yours  by  good 
drafts  on  the  North  at  short  dates,  or  in  notes  of  this 
office,  as,  otherwise,  1  must  draw  on  you  for  the  amount 
due. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  SMITH,  Caahitr. 
George  E.  Dtbon,  Esq.,  Cashier. 

April  9,  1834. 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  anxious  lo  know  whether  you  can 
comply  with  the  request  for  the  payment  of  the  balance 
due  us,  and  in  what  way.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to 
let  me  know  by  the  bearer' 

Very  truly  yours, 

RICHARD  SMITH,  Caahier. 
Wm.  a.  Bradlet,  Etq.,  FreaidenL 

We  have  $6,773  74  against  you,  &c. 

Office  Bavk  Uititeo  States, 

niashingtm,  April  \0, 1834. 

Dear  Sib:  1  will  thank  you  to  send  me  by  the  bearer 
the  securities  named  by  you  yesterday. 

Very  truly  yours, 

RICHARD  SMITH,  Caahi&r. 
Wm.  a.  Bradlet,  Esq., 

Preaident  Pairiotic  Bank. 

Office  Bark  Uhited  States, 

fVashington,  April  11,  1834. 

Dear  Sib:  I  send,  herewith,  the  notes  and  checks  on 
your  bank,  and  shall  do  so  every  morning;  as  in  the 
present  state  of  tilings,  balances  roust  not  be  permitted 
to  accumulate.  Whatever  you  can  send  me  on  the 
North  will  be  acceptable.  If  we  continue  to  take  the 
notes *of  your  bank,  and,  indeed^  of  all  banks,  they 
must  be  redeemed  daily. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  SMITH,  Caahter. 

Wu.  A. Bradlet,  Esq.,  Preaident. 

The  paper  also  stated,  that  on  the  officers  bringing 
down  this  money,  and  demanding  payment,  it  was  de- 
posited, by  agreement,  in  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis, 
where  it  was  shortly  paid.  Al\er  commenting  at  some 
length  on  the  report  and  statements  furnished  by  the 
committee,  Mr.  B.  said  he  would  oppose  the  recharter 


of  these  banks  by  all  the  means  known  to  parliamentary 
proceedings;  and  gave  notice  that  he  would,  at  a  proper 
stage  of  the  business,  move  to  recommit  the  bill  with 
instructions  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  wind  up  the  affairs  of 
these  banks,  and  to  charter  a  new  bank  or  banks,  with 
the  necessary  restrictions,  and  with  small  capital,  suited 
to  the  capacity  of  the  District. 

Mr.NlLKS  also  addressed  the  Senate  in  opposition 
to  the  bill. 

Mr.  KENT  said:  Mr.  President,  1  wish  to  make  a  few 
remarks  in  relation  to  the  bill  under  discussion,  before 
the  question  upon  its  passage  shall  be  decided. 

That  the  Senator  from  Missouri  entertained  opinions 
upon  the  subject  of  banking  peculiar  to  himself  I  was 
aware,  and  that  be  would  urge  them  with  his  usual  abil- 
ity I  never  doubted;  but  1  was  not  prepared  to  hear  him 
denounce  institutions  en  maaae  that  so  little  deserved  it 
as,  I  believe,  the  banks  within  this  District  do.  It  is 
well  known  to  the  Senate  that  all  the  banks  in  this  Dis- 
trict were  rechartered  in  one  bill  in  1817,  and  that  their 
charters  will  expire,  and  that  abruptly,  on  the  Ist  day 
of  October  next,  unless  they  shall  be  renewed  agnin 
during  the  present  session. 

The  Committee  for  the  Dis'rict,  after  the  most  careful 
and  rigid  investigation  into  the  conduct  of  the  banks, 
and  the  condition  of  the  currency  issued  by  them,  unani- 
mously determined  to  report  the  bill  before  you,  with 
the  report  and  documents  that  accompanied  it,  which 
fully  justify  the  committee  in  framing  such  a  bill;  and  if 
I  was  surprised  at  the  Senator's  denunciations  of  those 
banks,  I  was  still  more  so  at  his  attempting  to  found  his 
opinions  upon  what  these  documents  contained.  Sir, 
after  the  most  careful  scrutiny  into  the  condition  of  these 
institutions,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  that  they  will 
bear  a  favorable  comparison  with  any  of  ihe  banks  that 
can  be  found  in  the  States. 

Let  us  look  at  the  return  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  on  the  7th  of  January,  1836;  let  us  see  then 
their  condition,  and  it  has  been  improved  since.  I  will 
take  them  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  presented  in 
that  report     On  that  day  there  were  in  the 

Notes  in  circulation.  Specie  fundb'. 

Mechanics*  Bank,Georgelown,  173,070  00  $65,932  46 

Union  Bank  of  Georgetown,       91,970  00  102,571  40 

Bank  of  the  Metropolis,             335.009  00  297,304  10 

Bank  of  Washington,                   69,993  00  65^366  97 

Pairiotic  Bank  of  Washington,  129,855  86  150,090  28 

Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  113,242  50  59,907  28 

Bank  of  Potomac,  Alexandria,  151,639  54  86,283  98 

All  I  have  to  ask  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  President,  is,  that 
they  will  examine  carefully  the  docuijients  I  have  refer- 
red to,  and  the  report  made  by  the  commiltee,  and  I 
shall  feel  no  apprehension  about  what  their  decision  will 
be;  they  will  come  to  the  same  conclusion  that  the  com* 
miitee  have,  especially  when  they  recollect  that  within 
a  few  months  past  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  has 
closed  its  branch  here. 

Let  the  Senator  take  the  dcposite  banks,  and  they 
cannot  make  a  better  exhibit  than  the  Secretarv  of  the 
I'reasury  has  returned  to  us  of  the  banks  of  this  Dis- 
trict; and  I  do  not  mean  to  disparage  the  deposite 
banks,  for  I  believe  that  they,  as  well  as  the  banks  gen- 
erally  throughout  the  country,  are  in  a  good  condi- 
tion, with  some  exceptions,  and  that  the  deposite  banks 
will  be  able  to  pay  over  to  the  Government  the  amount 
of  public  money  deposited  with  them  in  a  reasonable 
time. 

Why  do  I  say  that  the  banks  generally  are  in  a  sound 
condition?  Sir,  I  found  my  opinions  upon  an  official  do- 
cument communicattd  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, relating  to  State  banks  and  banking  companies, 
dated  the  5th  of  January,  1836.     In  this  communication 
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he  inforim  ub  that  the  whole  number  of  banks  in  the 
States  and  Territones  was  five  hundred  and  fifty-eij^bt, 
having  a  capital  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-one  miliions 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven  dollars,  with  a  circulation  of  one  hundred  and  three 
million  six  hundred  and  ninety-two  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  ninety-five  dollars,  sustained  by  specie  in  their 
vaults  amounting  to  forty-three  million  nine  hundred  and 
thirty-seven  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty-five  dol- 
lars. Sir,  the  amount  of  specie  possessed  by  the  banks 
in  proportion  to  their  circulation  was  never  greater,  that 
1  recollect.  In  1830,  when  the  condition  of  the  banks 
and  the  currency  was  as  sound  as  it  ever  had  been,  and 
every  body  satisfied  with  it,  the  banks  had  a  circulation 
of  sixty-one  million  three  hundred  and  twenty-three 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-eight  dollars,  sus- 
tained by  a  specie  basis  of  twenty-two  million  one  hun- 
dred and  fourteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventeen 
dollars.  Thus,  sir,  this  official  exhibit  makes  the  condi- 
tion of  the  banks  better  at  this  time  than  they  have  ever 
been  before;  and  if  the  currency  is  not  as  good,  it  pro- 
ceeds from  some  other  cause  than  tiie  want  of  specie  to- 
meet  their  cash  liabilities.  It  may  be  from  a  want  of 
confidence,  produced  by  various  causes,  which  I  shall 
not  now  detain  the  Senate  to  enumerate,  and  which  must 
be  obvious  to  them. 

Sir,  the  banks  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  from  their 
last  general  returns,  are  very  strongs  tiiey  were  never 
in  a  sounder  condition;  and  the  public  depo&ite.«,  I  pre- 
sume, could  be  paid  at  any  moment;  and  in  this  District 
the  amount  of  public  money  is  not  greater  than  the  de- 
mands of  the  Government  would  absorb  in  the  course 
of  the  year.  Tin:  heavy  depositcs  of  (he  public  money 
are  elsewhere. 

The  Senator  from  Missouri  has  slated  that  no  exrrtion 
was  made  by  the  District  banks  to  resist  tlie  pressure 
that  existed  in  April,  1834.  The  documents  before  (he 
Semtte  exhibit  conclusive  exidence  that  every  effort  was 
made  which  a  sudden  and  unexpected  call  admitted  of. 
lly  referring  to  the  documents  before  me,  I  find  that  one 
of  them,  with  a  capital  of  about  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-five thousand  dollars,  paid  out  in  cash  and  cash  means, 
one  hundred  and  trnie(y  Ihunsand  dollars  in  twenty  days 
preceding  (tie  17ih  of  April;  but  the  Senator  complains 
that  one  of  the  officers  of  those  banks  iinited  a  mireting 
of  a  committee  from  all  the  bank«,  for  the  purpose  of 
deciding  on  what  was  to  be  done  to  meet  the  severe  and 
unexpected  pressure  with  whicli  tliry  were  beset.  Why, 
sir,  there  whs  nothing  novel  in  this — we  have  high  au- 
thority for  it. 

Ill  New  York,  where  (he  pressure  was  very  great, 
and  strong  a pprel tensions  were  entertained  that  the 
banks  could  not  resist  the  presMire,  a  committee 'was 
appointed,  consisting  of  twenty-four  individuals  of  high 
standing  in  the  city,  at  the  head  of  which  was  Albert 
Gallatin,  a  host  in  himself  on  such  an  occasion,  who,  in 
(heir  report,  state  that  the  eighteen  banks  in  the  city, 
from  which  they  had  complete  returns,  were  liable,  ex- 
clusive of  what  was  due  to  banks  out  of  the  city,  for 
$15,500,000,  and  the  aggregate  amount  of  specie  in  their 
vaults  was  $1,652,000.  This,  the  committee  state,  was 
all-sufficient  in  ordinary  times.  At  this  time,  these 
eighteen  banks  have  nearly  five  times  that  amount  of 
specie* 

This  committed  appealed  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  made  strong  representations  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  from  the  bank  positive  assurances  "that  no 
diminution,  at  least  of  their  discounts,  or  in  the  purchase 
of  bills  of  exchange,  should  take  place  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  and  that  the  bank  should  also  forbear  to  call  for 
balances  due  from  the  city  banks;  to  all  of  which  the 
^ank  of  the  United  States  acceded.     And  this  arrange- 

?nt  was  wisely  backed  by  an  act  of  (he  JL^gislattu-e 


providing  a  heavy  loan  to  the  banks,  and  no  portion  of 
which  was  ever  accepted. 

The  forbearance  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  act  of  the  Legislature,  restored  confidence; 
credit  was  reinstated;  the  business  men  were  relieved ^ 
and  the  relief  given  to  New  York,  the  great  centre  of 
commerce  and  of  moneyed  transactions  in  our  country, 
soon  extended  itself  over  the  United  States,  and  ihc 
pressure  ceased.  It  is  confidence  alone  which  su&tAiiss 
banks.  None  of  them,  that  has  any  circulation,  can 
suddenly  meet  their  engagements  should  the  whole  of 
their  debts  be  demanded  at  once. 

A  very  little  aid  to  the  District  banks  would  bare  re- 
lieved them:  a  fourth  part  of  what  was  given  to  other 
places  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  almost  wiihout 
solicFtation,  would  have  saved  those  from  the  mortifica- 
tion of  suspending  specie  payments  that  were  obliged 
to  do  so. 

I  have  stated,  Mr.  President,  that  the  connmitlcc  were 
unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  the  condition  of  the 
banks  in  this  District  was  good;  that  the  currency  S44 
as  sound  as  that  to  be  found  in  any  section  of  the  coun- 
try; and  all  I  ask  of  the  Senate  is  to  examine  tUe  docu- 
ments laid  before  them,  and  act  towarcU  the  people  of 
this  District  as  they  would  towards  their  own  consJiiu. 
enta.  The  charter  of  every  bank  expires  on  the  fir<t 
Monday  in  October  next,  and  Congress  alone  can  rent* 
them,  and  continue  to  the  District  its  circulatinp  me- 
dium. But  recently  the  branch  of  the  United  SlaUi 
Bank  here  has  been  withdrawn  from  them,  leavinp^ 
heavy  debt  to  be  collected,  which,  together  with  lie 
sudden  winding  up  of  all  their  baiik«,  must  ovcrwlalm 
them, 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  defended  the  report  ol  ihc 
committer,  and  contended  that  it  laas  fully  borne  mil 
by  the  most  ample  testimony.  The  committee,  be  sjhi, 
had  made  a  strict  and  laborious  investigation,  and  »nif 
a  most  rigid  scrutiny  into  the  affairs  of  these  banks,  «n' 
collecting  a  great  mass  of  evidence,  they  were  >w 
unanimously  to  agree  in  recommending  their  rcchariir.^ 
The  committee  was  satisfied  of  the  pcrfec(  solvency  w- 
these  banks,  and  their  ability  to  comply  with  their  <«• 
garments,  and  that  at  the  time  of  their  stoppage  thrrc 
was  a  most  unprecedented  run  on  them.  He  m"*^  ^1 
that  he  was  not  altogether  satisfied  that  the  Farmers  »»^ 
Mechanics'  K»nk  had  made  sufficient  efforts  to  s^o'^ 
stopping,  though  he  acknowledged  there  was  a  m'*^ 
unexampled  run  on  them;  but  with  regard  to  the  otliCi 
banks,  there  coidd  be  no  doubt  but  the  most  slfcnuouJ 
efforts  in  their  power  were  made  without  cflecl  •^".*"*" 
tain  their  credit;  the  directors  even  giving  their  pn>» 
obligations  for  this  purpose.  The  committee  had  »n!>i- 
tutcd  the  strictest  investigations  fi»r  the  purpose  of  itr- 
re(ing  out  any  abusi-s  that  might  exist;  and  he  must  '"^y 
that  the  bookfe  and  papers  were  freely  opened  to  tticir 
inspection  by  the  officers  of  the  bank,  and  that  inac 
was  nothing  but  what  was  satisfactorily  exp"""^  ' 
With  respect  to  the  bill  before  them,  he  must  say  w 
the  Senator  from  Connecticut,  £Mr.  Nilks,]  <^**/5""' 
tained  every  thing  he  required.  The  capitals  of  tfjf*^ 
banks  was  to  consist  of  specie,  or  what  was  cquiva'ci 
to  specie.  , 

Mr.    BENTON  submitted  a  motion,  in  writing,  to '^ 
the  bill  on  the  table,  to  give  the  Senators  an  oppo 
tunity  of  examining  the  statements  of  (he  "A^*"*,    •  ^t 
banks  whose  conduct  had  been  investigated » sncl  a  ) 

were  then  exhibited  in  the  Senate  for  the  fir**  *'"*^' 
This  mo(ion  was  lost.  v-roV 

After  some  fur(her  remarks  from  Messrs.  B^N 

and  KENT,  .,    .^ 

Mr.  WRIGHT  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  labT^'^^^ 

enable  him  to  make  a  report  from  the  sekctcommnn 

to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill  to  regulate  the  p 
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lie  deposites;  which  motion  was  agreed  to,  with  the  uii- 
diTstaniling  th^t  the  hill  was  to  be  taken  up  after  the  re- 
port was  made. 

PUBLIC  DEPOSITKS. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  select  committee  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  to  regulate  the  deposites  of  the 
public  moneys,  made  a  report  thereon,  accompanied 
b^  a  new  bill,  as  a  substitute  for  the  old  bill  and  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  W.  said,  to  correct  some  misapprehensions  that 
might  grow  out  of  a  paragraph  in  one  of  the  morn- 
ing papers,  that  this  bill  was  the  agreement  of  a 
majority  of  the  committee,  and  not  of  the  whole  of  them, 
some  parts  of  the  bill  were  agreed  on  unanimously, 
hut  the  most  important  part  of  it  was  the  report  of  a 
majority  only. 

The  bill  and  amendments  were  then  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

THE   GLOBE    NEWSPAPER. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  did  not  often  trouble  the 
Senate  with  any  thing  personal  to  himself,  but  a  friend 
had  pointed  out  to  him  a  paragraph  in  the  Globe  of  this 
morning,  which  was  so  flagitiously  false,  and  which  so 
directly  affected  his  conduct  as  the  head  of  an  imporfant 
committee  of  the  Senate,  that  he  thought  it  due  even 
to  the  Senate  itself  to  refute  the  calumny.  The  para- 
graph is  in  these  words: 

*Mt  is  a  most  remarkable  thing  that,  while  the  oppo- 
sition in  the  Senate  every  day  parade  before  the  public 
the  seven  millions  in  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  as  a  part  of  the  surplus  in  the  Treasury,  they 
w  contrive  it  that  not  a  dollar  of  it  can  reach  the  Treas- 
ury. Judge  White,  Mr.  Calhoun,  Mr.  Clay,  and  Mr. 
Webster,  a^  ever  and  anon  pointing  to  the  seven  mil- 
lions of  bank  stock  as  a  fund  for  distribution^  while  Mr. 
Webster,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
holds  back  for  months,  from  the  action  of  the  Senate, 
the  bills  passed  by  the  House  of  Representatives  to  pro- 
vide agamst  the  notorious  conversion  by  Biddle  of  the 
means  of  the  old  bank  to  the  purposes  of  the  new." 

Now,  sir,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  the  journals  show  that 
neither  1  nor  the  committeee  have  held  back  any  thing 
from  the  action  of  the  Senate.  All  bills  in  any  way  re- 
specting the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which 
have  been  referred  to  the  committee,  have  been  report- 
ed to  the  Senate  long  ago,  and  are  now  on  the  list  of 
orders,  to  be  taken  up  in  their  turn.  If  this  libeller  had 
nut  been  willing  even  to  traduce  and  injure  friends,  rath- 
er than  to  lose  an  opportunity  of  injuring  opponents,  he 
would  have  remembered  that  a  majority  of  the  members 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance  are  supporters  and  friends 
of  the  administration^  I  am  happy  to  bear  my  hum- 
ble testimony  to  the  diligence  and  promptitude  with 
which  these  gentlemen  discharge  their  duties,  and 
every  body  knows  that  it  is  in  their  power  at  any  time 
to  report  any  measure  they  may  choose  to  report,  or  to 
call  op  any  business  which  they  may  desire  to  call  up. 

The  bill  to  which  the  foregoing  paragraph  refers,  was 
referred  to  the  committee  April  14,  and  was  reported 
by  the  committee,  without  any  amendment,  April  21, 
as  appears  by  the  Secretary*s  minutes,  endorsed  on  the 
bill:  *<  Act  repealing  the  14th  section  of  the  act  to  in- 
corporate the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  April  14, 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committe  on  Finance. 
April  31,  reported  without  amendment." 

1  will  only  add,  sir,  that  this  is  not  the  first  time  that 
1  have  been  obliged  to  take  notice  of  statements  in  this 
paper  respecting  my  conduct  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, which  were  m  direct  contradiction  of  the  printed 
journal  of  our  procecdingn,  and  of  its  own  ditirnal  report 
of  them. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  KENT,  the  bill  to  recharter  the 


District  banks  was  reinstated  in  its  place  as  the  special 
order. 
The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


Saturday,   Juse  4. 
LIBRARY  OP  COUNT  BOURTOULIN. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  Joint  Library  Commit- 
tee to  contract  for  the  purchase  of  the  Library  of  the 
late  Count  Bourtoulin  of  Florence,  was  rejected :  Ayes  16, 
noes  17.   . 

At  a  subsequent  period,  Mr.  CLAY,  who  voted  with 
the  majority,  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote; 
which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

CONVENTION  WITH  SPAIN. 

Mr.  CLAY,  from  the  committee  of  conference  ap- 
pointed on  the  subject  of  the  bill  to  carry  into  eflect  the 
convention  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  made 
a  report  recommending  to  the  two  House  so  to  mod- 
ify the  bill  as  to  appoint  one  commissioner  instead  of 
three  commissioners,  to  execute  the  duties,  and  to  re- 
duce the  time  allowed  for  the  performance  of  the  duties 
from  eighteen  months  to  one  year. 

Mr.  CLAY  having  explained  the  amendments. 
The  report  of  the  committee  of  conference  was  con« 
curred  in. 

DISTRICT   BANKS. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  charters  of  certain  banks  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  was  taken  up  as  the  order  of 
the  day. 

Mr.  BENTON  addressed  the  Senate  at  considerable 
length  in  opposition  to  the  bill;  after  which  he  moved 
to  recommit  the  bill,  with  the  following  instructions: 

To  report  a  bill  to  wind  up  the  affairs  of  all  the  banks 
now  existing  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  to  allour 
them  to  use  their  corporate  name  and  facilities  for  two 
years  for  that  purpose. 

To  report  separate  bills  for  the  incorporation  of  — — 
new  banks,  with  small  capitals,  adapted  to  the  capa- 
city of  the  District  to  sustain  specie  banks,  and  strictly 
limited  to  the  business  of  the  place;  the  said  incorpora- 
tions to  contain,  among  other  provisions,  the  following 
principles: 

1.  The  capital  to  consist  of  gold  and  silver,  one  half 
of  each;  stock,  stock  notes,  notes  of  other  banks,  and 
eyery  thing  but  gold  and  silver  to  be  excluded  from  the 
capital. 

2.  The  banks  tQ  pay  no  bonus,  but  the  stock  to  he 
subject  to  taxation,  like  any  other  property  in  the  Dis- 
trict. The  notes  issued  by  the  banks  to  be  subject  to 
taxation,  by  stamp  duties  or  otherwise. 

3.  Every  stockholder  to  be  liable  to  the  creditors  of 
the  bank  in  his  person  and  property,  for  the  debts  of  the 
institution,  to  the  amount  of  his  stock,  in  the  event  of 
the  failure  of  the  bank  to  pay  gold  and  silver;  with 
summary  proces  for  the  recovery;  and  all  alienations  of 
stock  to  avoid  this  liability,  to  be  void. 

4.  The  banks  to  issue  no  notes  of  less  denomination 
than  twenty  dollars,  and  all  notes  of  less  denomination 
than  twenty  dollars,  issued  by  other  banks,  to  be  pro* 
hibited  from  circulation  within  the  Disttlct. 

5.  Alt  the  notes  and  paper  currency  issued  by  said 
banks  to  be  paid  in  gold  and  silver;  one  half  of  either, 
at  the  option  of  the  demander,  the  other  half  at  the  op- 
tion of  the  bank. 

6.  The  banks  to  own  no  real  estate  except  for  their 
immediate  accommodation. 

7.  To  deal  in  nothing  but  gold  and  silver  bullion,  and 
in  foreign  and  domestic  billa  of  exchange.  The  charters 
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to  be  forfeited  for  biiyiniif  or  leUingf  any  coin  made  cur- 
rent by  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

8.  The  charters  to  be  limited  to  moderate  terms  of 
yearst  and  to  expire  at  different  periods  from  each 
other. 

9.  The  charters  to  be  alterable,  jamendable,  and  re- 
pealable,  at  the  will  of  Congress^  and  not  renewable  un- 
der any  terms  whatever. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  SOUTHARD  and 
WALKER,  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  in  opposition  to  the 
motion, 

Mr.  BKNTON^sked  that  the  question  be  taken  first 
on  the  motion  to  recommit  the  hilt;  which  was  ag-reed 
to,  and  the  question  was  decided  in  the  negative:  Yeas 
10,  nsys  28,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Benton,  Ewinj^  of  Illinois,  King*  of 
Georgia,  Niles,  Rives,  Robinson,  Shepley,  Wall,  White, 
Wright— 10. 

Nats — Messrs.  Black,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davifi,  Rwing  of  Ohio,  Golds- 
borough,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama, 
Knight,  Leigh,  Moore,  Naadain,  Nicholas,  Porter,  Pren- 
tiss, Preston,  Bobbins,  Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge, 
Tomlinson,  Walker,  Webster«^28. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  strike  out  the  name  of  the 
Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  of  Georgetown;  which 
motion  was  decided  in  the  negative:  Yeas  9,  nays  27,  as 
follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.   Benton,    Ewing   of   Illinois,  King  of 
Georgia,    Niles,     Robinson,     Shepley,    Wall,    White, 
Wright— 9. 

Nats— Messrs.  Black,  Buchanan,  Clay,  Crittenden, 
Cuthbert,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough,  Hen- 
dricks, Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  Knight, 
Leigh,  Moore,  Naudain,  Nicholas,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Rives,  Bobbins,  Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tomlinson, 
Walker,  Webster— 27. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  strike  out  the  name  of  the 
Commercial  Bank  of  Wasliington,  to  be  formed  by  the 
union  of  the  Bank  of  Washington  and  the  Patriotic  Bank 
of  Washington;  which  motion  was  rejected:  Yeas  10, 
nays  27,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Benton,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Ring  of 
Georgia,  Niles,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Shepley,  Wall, 
White,  Wright— 10. 

Nats — Messrs.  Black,  Buchanan,  Clay,  Crittenden, 
Cuthbert,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough,  Hen- 
dricks, Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  Knight, 
Moore.  Naudain,  Nicholas,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Rives,  Bobbins,  Southard,  Swift,  l*allmadge,  Tomlinson, 
Walker,  Webster~27. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  strike  out  one  of  the  two 
descriptions  of  capital  provided  for  in  the  bill,  included 
in  the  words,  **and  property  equivalent  to  specie;^' 
which  motion  was  rejected:  Yeas  11,  nays  27,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  King 
of  Georgia,  Niles,  Robinson,  Uuggles,  Shepley,  Wall, 
White,  Wright— 11. 

Nats — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Clay,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert, 
Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough,  Hendricks  Hub- 
bard, Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  Knight,  Leigh,  Moore, 
Naudain,  Nicholas,  Prentiss,  Porter,  Preston,  Rives, 
Bobbins,  Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tomlinson,  Walk- 
er, Webster— 27. 

Mr.  BENTON  tnoved  to  strike  out  the  other  descrip- 
tion of  capital  described  in  the  words,  * 'funds  equivalent 
to  specie;*' which  motion  was  also  rejected :  Yeas  9,  nays 
28,  as  follows: 

YsAS— Messrs.  Benton,    Ewing  of   Illinois,    King  of 
Georgia,    Niles,     Robinson,    Shepley,    Wall,    White, 
Wright— 9. 
Nats — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Crittenden, 


Cuthbert,  Davis,  E  wing  of  Ohio,  Goldborough,  Rendricks, 
Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  Knight,  Leigh,  Moore, 
Naudain,  Nicholas,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rivet, 
Robbins,  Southard,  Swift,  TaUmadge,  Tomlinson, 
Walker,  Webster— 28. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading:  Yeas  30,  nays  9,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Black,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clsy,  Crit- 
tenden, Cuthbert,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Evingof 
Ohio,  Goldsborough,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  Kens 
King  of  Alabama,  Knight,  Leigh,  Moore,  NsucUtn, 
Nicholas,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Bobbins 
Southard,  S»i(^,  Tallmadge,  Tomlinson,  Walker,  Web- 
ster—30. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  King  of  Georgia,  Niles,  Rub* 
ioson,  Ruggles,  Shepley,  Wall,  White,  Wright— 9. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


MOITDAT,  JUHE  6. 

PRE-EMPTION  CLAIMS. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  lime  for  receiving  the  proof  of 
certain  pre-emption  claims  under  the  act  of  the  I9th  of 
June,  1834,  was  taken  up,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  moved  that  this  bill  be  indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

Mr.  WALKER  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  vbich 
were  ordered. 

It  was  contended  that  this  bill  gave  an  improper  en- 
couragement to  squatters  on  the  public  lands,  snd  ihit 
they  are  too  numerous  already.  On  the  other  side,  it 
was  insisted  that  the  settlers  on  the  public  lands  were  i 
most  meritorious  class,  and  deserving  of  the  cotintentoce 
of  the  Government.  It  waa  stated  by  Mr.  EWING, « 
Ohio,  that  the  speculators  had  fallen  upon  the  practice 
of  putting  families  on  lands  previous  to  the  surveys  tbit 
they  might  be  prepared  and  quali6ed  to  obtain  riefats 
of  pre-emption  {  in  one  case,  in  Illinois,  about  forty  WOr 
ilies  were  thus  disposed  of.  The  Senators  who  psrtici- 
pated  in  the  discussion  were,  Mr.  WALKERi  Mr. 
BLACK,  Mr.  EWING  of  Ohio,  Mr.  PORTER.  Mr. 
MOORE,  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  Mr.  KING  of  Alab»rot, 
and  Mr.  KING  of  Georgia. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of  indefi- 
nite postponement,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YiAS- Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay,  Crittenden,  Dsvts, 
Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough.  Kent.  King  of  Georpt. 
Knight,'  Leigh,  Naudain,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robb:nJ, 
Swift,  Southard,  Tomlinson,  Webster— 18.  , 

Nats— Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Cuthbert,  Ewmg  ot 
Illinois,  Grundy.  Hendricks,  Hubdard,  Kingof  Alsbiro*. 
Linn,  Moore,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Porter,  R'»5»» 
Robinson,  Ruggles,  Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  White, 
Wright— 22, 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  reported  by 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims, 

Mr.  CRITTBNDEaV  moved  various  amendments; 
which  were  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  further  amended,  on  motion  of  wr^ 
KING,  of  Georgia;  by  introducing  a  provision  that  tnc 
act  shall  not  extend  to  any  lands  the  Indian  title  w 
which  had  not  been  extinguished  on  the  1st  of  Janutrf. 
1832.  .... 

Mr,  EWING  of  Ohio,  moved  to  amend,  by  adding* 
proviso  that  all  assignments  be  voidt  which  was  ag^ 
to.  ,    g 

Mr.  PORTER  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  »  cis"'^ 
that  no  witness  should  be  allowed  to  gifc  cvidenc 
more  than  one  claim;  which  was  agreed  to.  . 

The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to  as  amended, 
the  bill,  as  amended,  was  reported  to  the  Senate • 
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The  quest^n  was  then  taken  on  the  amendments,  and 
they  were  concurred  in. 

The  yetA  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  question  of 
engrossment,  on  motion  of  Mr.  EWING,  tff  Ohio. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
a  third  time,  the  vote  beings  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Buchanan,  Ewing  of 
Illinois,  Gnindy,  Hendricks,  Ring  of  Alabama,  Linn, 
Moore,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Porter,  Ktves,  Robinson,  Rug- 
gles,  Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Walker,  White, 
Wright— 21. 

Nats — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay,  Crittenden,  Davis, 
Cwing  of  Ohio,  Goldaboroiigh,  Rent,  Ring  of  Georgis, 
Knight,  Leigh,  McRean,  Naudain,  Prentiss,  Southard, 
Swift,  Tomlinson,  Wall,  Webster— 18. 

DISTRICT  BANRS. 

The  bHl  to  extend  the  charters  of  certain  banks  in  the 
T>istrict  of  Columbia,  came  up  on  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  BENTON  signified  an  intention  to  oppose  the 
bill,  but  wished  the  Senate,  at  this  time,  to  go  into  the 
consideration  of  executive  business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRUNDY,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  executive  business;  and,  after 
remaining  some  time  with  doors  closed. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


TUSSBAT,  JUWE  7. 

SALES  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  EWING  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Piibltc  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  change  the  mode  of 
conducting  the  sales  of  the  public  lands?  which  was 
read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

[The  bill  proposes,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
combinations,  frauds,  and  violence,  at  the  public  land 
sales,  that,  on  the  day  of  the  sale,  each  individual  wishing 
to  purchase,  shall  hand  in  a  sealed  bid  for  a  particular 
tract  or.  tracts,  which  bid  shaH  be  numbered  immediate- 
ly by  the  Rpgister  and  Receiver,  and  the  number  handed 
back  to  him,  designat'mgthe  tract  bid  for;  and  that  after 
the  close  of  the  sales,  the  land  officers  shall  proceed  to 
scrutinize  the  bids  so  given;  after  which  the  bids  re- 
ceived shall  be  called  out  by  number,  so  that  each 
auccessful  bidder  will  know  by  his  number  the  tract  he 
has  purchased;  no  other  individual  at  the  sale  having 
any  knowledge  whatever  on  the  subject,  unless  informed 
by  him.  The  bill  also  imposes  a  penalty  on  any  officer 
or  clerk  of  the  land  offices  who  shall  divulge  the  names 
of  the  successful  bidders.] 

CHOCTAW  RESERVATIONS. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  proving 
and  establishing  certain  pre-emption  claims  suspended 
by  the  contingent  location  of  certain  alleged  Choctaw 
reservations. 

[This  bill,  as  introduced  on  leave  by  Mr.  Walxbb, 
contained  a  single  section,  and  provided  that  any  person 
entitled  to  pre-emption,  but  prevented  from  establishing 
his  claim  in  consequence  of  the  opposition  of  a  Choctaw 
location,  set  up  under  the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbitcreek, 
shall  be  authorized  to  establish  his  claims  by  proof  at 
uny  period  not  exceeding  six  months,  and  shall  be  pla- 
ced on  the  same  footing  as  if  proved  and  establislied 
under  the  act  of  1834.] 

The  Committee^on  Private  Land  Claims  Amended  this 
bill  by  inserting  a  provision  that  the  contingent  locations 
of  the  Choctaws  which  come  in  conflict  with  the  claim- 
ant, must  be  reservations  <*  which  have  been  since 
dijiallowed,  and'ordered  to  be  sold."  Also,  by  adding  a 
second  section,  enacting  that  where  any  such  claimant 

Vot.  XIL— 107 


so  entitled  has  been  deprived,  by  the  location  of  any 
Indian  reservation,  of  his  pre-emption  right  to  a  tract, 
he  shall  be  permitted  "  to  locate  elsewhere  within  the 
same  district,  160  acres  at  the  minimum  price.*' 

The  amendment  of  the  committee  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  bill  having  been  reported  as  amended,  the  amend- 
ment was  concurred  in  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  engrossment  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  Mr.  BLACK,  Mr.  WALKER, 
Mr.  CRIT1*ENDEN,  and  Mr.  KING,  of  Geo.,  discussed 
the  merits  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Geo.,  moved  to  strike  out  the  flrst  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  being  the  whole  of  the  original  bill,  and 
called  fur  the  yeas  and  nayst  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion,  and 
decided  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay,  Crittenden,  Davis, 
Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia, 
Knight,  McKean,  Mangum,  Morris,  Naudain,  Prentiss, 
Bobbins,  Ruggles,  Shepley,  Southard,  Swif»,  Tomlinson, 
Wall,  Webster— 22. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Buchanan,  Ewing  of 
Illinois,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama, 
Moore,  Nicholas,  Robinson,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Walker, 
White,  Wright— 16. 

The  question  was  then  about  to  be  taken  on  the  bill 
as  amended;  when, 

Af\er  some  observations  from  Mr.  EWING  of  Ohio, 
Mr.  KING  of  Alabama,  Mr.  KING  of  Georgia,  Mr. 
BLACK,  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  Mr. 
MOORE  and  Mr.  WHITE, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BLACK,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the 
tat)Ie. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  charters  of  certain  banki  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  was  taken  up;  and  the  question 
being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  WRIGHT  spoke  against  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply. 

Mr.  NILES  also  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill. 
*Mr.  BENTON  rose  to  oppose  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
notwithstanding  it  was  at  the  third  reading,  and  that  it 
was  not  usual  to  continue  opposition,  which  seemed  to 
be  useless,  at  that  late  stage.  Rut  there  were  occasions 
when  he  never  took  such  things  into  calculation,  and 
when  he  continued  to  resist  pernicious  measures,  re- 
gardless of  common  usages,  as  long  as  the  forms  of  par- 
liamentary proceeding  would  allow  him  to  go  on.  Thus 
he  had  acted  at  the  passing  of  the  United  States  Bank 
charter  in  1832;  thus  he  did  at  the  passing  of  the  reso- 
lution against  President  Jackson  in  1834;  and  thus  he 
did  at  the  passing  of  the  famous  land  bill  at  the  present 
session.  He  had  continued  to  speak  against  all  these 
measures  long  after  speaking  seemed  to  be  of  any  avail; 
and,  far  from  regretting,  he  had  reason  to  rejoice  at  the 
course  that  he  hid  pursued.  The  event  proved  him  to 
be  right;  for,  all  these  measures,  though  floated  through 
this  chamber  upon  the  swelling  wave  of  a  resistless  and 
impatient  majority,  had  quickly  run  their  brief  career. 
Their  day  of  triumph  had  been  short.  The  bank  char* 
ter  perished  at  the  first  general  election;  the  condemna- 
tory resolution  was  received  by  the  continent  in  a  tem- 
pest of  execration;  and  the  land  bill,  that  last  hope  of 
expiring  party,  has  dropped  an  abortion  frum  the  Sen- 
ate. It  is  dead  even  here,  in  this  chamber,  where  it 
originated-^ where  it  was  once  so  omnipotent  that,  to 
speak  against  it,  was  deemed  by  some  to  be  an  idle  con- 
sumption of  time,  and,  by  others,  to  be  an  unparlia- 
mentary demonstration  against  the  ascertained  will  of  the 
House.  Yet  that  land  bill  is  finished.  That  brief  can- 
dle is  out.     Tho  Senate  has  revoked  that  bill;  has  re- 
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tracted — recftnted — and  sung  its  pslinode  over  that  un- 
fortunate conception.  It  has  sent  out  a  committee — an 
extraordinary  committee  of  oine^to  devise  some  other 
■cheme  for  dividing  that  same  money  which  the  land  bill 
divides!  and,  in  doing  so,  the  Senate  has  authentically 
declared  a  change  of  opinion,  and  a  revocation  of  its 
sentiments  in  favor  of  tl>at  bill.  Thus  it  has  happened, 
in  recent  and  signal  cases,  that,  by  continuing  the  con- 
test afler  the  battle  seemed  to  be  lost,  the  battle  was  in 
fact  gained;  and  so  it  may  be  again.  These  charters 
may  yet  be  defeated;  and  whether  they  will  be  or  not,  is 
nothing  to  me.  I  believe  them  to  be  wrong — greatly, 
immeasurably  wrong!  and  shall  continue  to  oppose 
them  without  regard  to  calculations,  or  consequences, 
until  the  rules  of  parliamentary  proceeding  shall  put  an 
end  to  the  contest. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  moved  for  a  select  committee  at 
.the  commencement  of  the  session  to  examine  into  the 
condition  of  these  banks,  and  he  had  done  so  with  no 
other  object  than  to  endeavor  to  provide  some  checks 
and  guards  for  the  security  of  the  country  sgainst  the 
abuses  and  excesses  of  the  paper  system.  The  select 
committee  had  not  been  raised.  The  standing  Commit- 
tee on  the  District  of  Columbia  had  been  charged  with 
the  Bubjecti  and  seeing  that  they  had  made  a  report  ad- 
verse to  his  opinions,  and  brought  in  a  bill  which  he 
could  not  sanction,  it  would  be  his  part  to  act  upon  the 
meager  materials  which  bad  been  placed  before  the 
Senate,  and  endeavor  to  accomplish,  as  a  member  of 
the  body,  what  could  have  been  attempted,  with  better 
prospects  of  success,  as  a  member  of  a  committee  which 
had  bad  the  management  of  the  subject. 

The  comoiittee  have  reported  for  six  banks  in  one 
bill,  all  of  them  existing  institutions,  and  some  of  them 
having  twice  had  charters  before.  In  fact,  there  are 
seven  banks  to  be  rechartered,  but  reduced  to  six  by 
the  consolidation  of  two  into  one.  The  leading  provi- 
sions of  the  bill  are,  1 .  Capital,  amounting  to  12,250,000. 
3.  Duration^  till  the  year  1850.  3.  Nature  of  capital t 
specie— funds  equivalent  to  specie — and  property  equiv- 
alent to  specie;  the  proportions  of  each  not  fixed.  4. 
Circutation^  equal  to  the  capital.  5.  A  future  provision 
against  small  notes.  6.  The  charters  subject  to  amend- 
ment by  Congress.  7.  No  bonus,  or  any  reduction  of  in- 
terest, or  taxation  on  capital,  or  circulation  in  lieu  of  it. 
These  are  the  leading  provisions;  and  against  banks  so 
constituted,  and  so  rechartered,  Mr.  B.  said  he  felt 
numerous  and  insuperable  objections,  which  he  would 
.proceed  to  state  to  the  Senate  with  the  brevity  and  pre- 
.cision,  if  not  with  the  perspicuity  and  force,  which  the 
occasion  requTed.  And  he  would  premise,  that  he 
.considered  the  legislation  of  Congress,  on  this  subject, 
as  not  confined  to  the  District  of  Columbia;  but  calcu- 
lated to  sfTect,  by  its  example,  the  banking  system,  for 
good  or  for  evil,  throughout  the  whole  Union. 

Mr.  B.  objected  to  the  bill  because,  in  the  first  place, 
it  contained  a  batch  or  litter  of  banks,  no  less  than 
.seven,  all  pigging  together,  if  be  might  use  the  ex- 
pression of  Edmund  Burke,  in  one  truckle  bed.  He 
was  opposed  to  combining  banks  in  their  births;  they 
combined  with  sufficient  rapidity  of  themselves  after 
Jhey  were  born.  Every  bank  in  its  creation  should  rest 
upon  its  own  merits,  and  not  upon  association.  When 
several  were  put  together,  the  friends  of  each  naturally 
stood  together,  and  might  make  up  a  majority  for  the 
whole  out  of  minorities  for  each.  In  this  case,  four 
Senators  for  each  bank  will  recharter  the  whole.  There 
might  be  no  combinations  in  this  case;  there  might  be 
no  covenants  for  mutual  support;  there  might  be  no  al- 
liances; but  the  principle  was  objectionable,  and  an  ex- 
ample  so  pernicious  ought  not  to  be  set  by  Congress. 
4  union  of  interests  is  unsafe  in  all  legislation.  It  is 
Toided  CTcrywbere.     We  avoid  it  in  all  our  hiwa;  in 


bills  for  the  relief  of  individuals;  in  bills  for  pemtoneri 
and  for  local  objects.  Above  aH»  it  sliodU  be  tvoided 
in  the  creation,  and  still  more  in  the  continuation,  of 
banks.  They  are  moneyed  powersy  seeking  privlWgtj 
at  the  expense  of  the  community.  They  are  corpon- 
tions,  in  the  hands  of  managers,  and  caa  readily  un  te 
their  means,  and  combine  their  strength,  to  perpetuate 
their  existences.  It  is  not  a  case  in  which  the  rods 
should  be  tied  together — in  which  the  sticks  should  be 
made  into  a  bundle— that  the  union  of  all  migbt  give 
strength  to  each,  which,  separately,  it  does  not  possea. 
Each  bank  should  stand  alone  in  the  acquisition  of  ii 
charter.  Surely  they  can  be  passed  fast  enough,  ooe 
at  a  time,  and  a  few  at  a  session.  It  is  not  a  case  In 
which  it  is  advisable  to  promote  double  births  and  eren 
litters;  far  better  for  the  Senate  to  imitate,  in  tbe  crea- 
tion of  these  corporations,  the  slow  and  parsimoniDu« 
gestation  of  the  elephant,  than  to  emuUte  the  npid  an»l 
prolific  fecundity  of  the  rabbit.  Even  in  Nev  Turk, 
that  State  so  much  reproached  for  tbe  multiplicalion  uf 
banks,  they  still  produce  them  at  single  births. 

Mr.  B.  objected,  in  the  next  place,  to  these  charters 
because  they  were  renewals;  they  were  all  reoe*il$, 
and  some  of  them  for  a  third  time.  This  was  xi&H 
perpetuity  to  monopoly.  It  vaa  perpetuating  a  iirni- 
lege.  It  was  bad  enough  to  grant  exclusive  privileges 
in  tbe  first  instance;  it  was  far  worse  to  renew  and  per- 
petuate them.  It  was  perpetuating  privileges  io  Ue 
hands  of  a  few;  in  the  hands  of  a  little  family  circle,  c? 
in  a  little  knot,  or  nest  of  men,  who,  having  got  posse*- 
sion  of  a  bank,  concentrate  all  its  power  and  all  its  ben- 
efits in  the  hands  of  some  half  doxen  or  dozen  individu- 
als, to  the  exclusion  and  prejudice  of  the  existin|[  ccnh 
rounily,  and  of  the  whole  rising  generation.  He  n^ 
against  renewals  of  charters.  It  was  not  only  wrong  to 
perpetuate  them,  but  right  to  wind  them  up,  and  see 
whether  they  were  able  to  wind  up.  There  w«no 
way  to  ascertain  their  condition  but  to  wind  them  up 
The  exhibition  of  their  books  and  papers  was  nothing- 
I'he  worst  banks  of\en  make  the  best  exhibitions.  Fi- 
nally, if  banks  were  beneficial  institutions,  they  ought  to 
be  diffused;  they  ought  to  change  bands;  tbeyshouid 
be  subjected  to  the  law  of  rotation.  If  bad,  ibey  ought 
to  be  restrained  and  checked. 

A  third  objection  Uken  by  Mr.  B.  to  what  be  called 
this  oven-full  of  banks,  was,  that  part  of  the  batch  vai 
spoilt;  three  of  them  were  broken;  three  of  them  hid 
stopped  payment— had  stopped  during  tbe  panic  of 
1834~and  when  there  was  no  necessity  Tor  a  good  bajk 
to  stop,  as  was  proved  by  the  fact  that  out  of  750  banks 
in  the  United  States  none  but  these  three,  and  one  wft 
in  Baltimore,  closed  their  doors.     The  three  to  whicli 
this  objection  applied  were,  the  Flarmen  and  Mechsn- 
ica*  Bank  of  Georgetown,  the  Bank  of  Washington,  and 
the  Patriotic  Bank  of  Washington.     Without  the  slight- 
est reference  to  the  question  whether  these  8topp»g» 
were  the  result  of  good  or  bad  intentions,  Mr.  B.  heU 
it  to  be  sufficient  that,  in  point  of  fact,  they  did  stop 
when  no  others,  but  one,  in  tbe  country  stopped:  a  de- 
fect of  some  sort  was  thereby  established  to  be  in  the^'i 
and  surely  the  country  .was  not  so  bad  off  for  banks  a« 
to  be  without  tbe  means  of  getting  any  unless  they »»»« 
these  defective  ones!     Banks  which  stop  in  this  v>y 
prove  that  the  fault  is  in  themselves;  that  the  cause  oi 
failure  is  not  general,  but  particular;  is  not  in  the  coun- 
try, but  in  themselves.     There  is  a  presumption  ag*'r 
them,  and  they  should  be  set  aside;  there  is  a  fl«^  '" 
them,  and  they  should  be  examined  by  ihcinsel***' 
there  is  a  leprous  spot  upon  them,  and  they  should^' 
separated  from  the  rest.     This  single  cause,  then,  *»•* 
out  reference  to  good  or  bad  intentions,  without  vtW- 
ence  to  necessity  or  wilfulness  in  the  failure,  should  d« 
sufficient  to  prevent  the  renewals  of  tbe  charten  vi 
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these  three  bankt,  and,  by  consequence,  to  prevent  the 
renewal  of  all  that  arc  in  the  same  bill  with  them.  A 
lesaon  of  public  justice  should  be  taught,  that  a  few 
banks  which  have  failed  when  others  did  not,  are  no 
longer  entitled  to  public  favor;  that  they  are  no  longer 
upon  a  footing  with  other  banks,  and  must  not  only  go 
down  themselves,  but  carry  down  those  which  embark  in 
the  same  vessel  with  them.  Not  only  justice  upon  the 
past,  but  security  for  the  future,  requires  this  discrimi* 
nation.  A  bank  should  see  that,  to  fnil,  when  others 
generally  do  not,  is  to  die;  and  the  fear  of  this  would 
itimulale  it  to  the  greatest  exertions  to  avoid  a  stop- 
page. 

This  should  be  the  fate  of  banks  stopping  payment 
when  others  do  not,  without  regard  to  the  cause  of  the 
stoppage;  but  in  the  case  of  the  three  banks  referred 
to,  there  are  special  reasons  for  placing  them  under  the 
ban  of  legislation.  They  stopped  at  a  time^  and  under 
Circumstances,  to  forfeit  the  confidence  of  the  country, 
and  certainly  to  lo^  all  title -to  the  favor  of  the  democ- 
racy of  the  Union.  Materials  would  be  forthcoming— 
and  here  Mr.  B.  alluded  to  the  labors  of  the  select  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  banks  of 
ll»e  District — materials  would  be  forthcoming,  he  un- 
tlcrtook  to  say,  before  these  charters  had  made  their 
way  through  all  the  forms  of  legislation,  which  would 
enable  gentlemen  to  speak  with  precision,  and  to  form 
opinions  from  authentic  data  in  hand.  The  extreme 
^eagerness  of  the  report  of  the  Senate's  committee, 
was  a  deficiency  to  be  regretted;  but  the  select  commit- 
lee  of  the  House  mtght  supply  what  was  wanting,  and 
the  inference  was  strong  in  favor  of  the  fulness  of  their 
report  from  what  is  well  understood,  namely,  that  that 
committee  has  arrived  at  conclusions  directly  the  re- 
verse of  those  which  have  been  presented  by  the  Sen- 
ate's committee.  He  would  limit  himself,  then,  to  say- 
•ng,  that  these  banks  stopped  payment  during  the  panic 
session  of  Congress  in  1834,^  and  resumed  payment 
shortly  after  the  Congress  adjourned;  that  there  were 
reasons  for  believing,  and  of  this  he  had  shown  some 
evidence  when  he  spoke  some  days  before,  that  they 
stopped  voluntarily,  and  in  conformity  with  the  predic- 
tions daily  niade  in  the  two  Houses  of  Congress, "and  re- 
sumed sgain  voluntarily  when  they  found  that  other 
banks  would  not  obey  the  predictions,  and  after  the  la- 
boring part  of  the  community  had  been  fleeced  of  the 
notes  which  they  held,  and  some  uninitiated  stockhold- 
f rs  liad  been  Jfieeced  of  their  stock.  He  presdmed 
Uiere  would  be  materials  for  forming  a  judgment  upon 
•II  these  points  before  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
were  done  with  the  subject;  and  that  the  delinquent  in- 
slitutjons  could  not  be  saved  by  the  expedient  of  put- 
(J'lj?  them  into  the  same  bill  with  the  deposite  bank  of 
the  District.  He,  for  one,  could  not  be  coerced  by  that 
conjunction.  The  administration  can  do  better  without 
^deposite  bank,  than  with  it,  in  this  District.  The 
Treasurer  can  be  treasurer  here,  and  can  keep  gold  and 
pay  it  out,  and  give  checks  on  any  part  of  the  United 
States  to  those  who  do  not  choose  to  receive  their  mo- 
ney here.  At  the  roost,  it  would  only  want  a  bank  of 
discount  and  deposite,  not  of  circulation. 

Pursuing  his  objections,  and  dealing,  more  than  he 
would  wish,  in  general  statements,  for  want  of  fulness 
and  precision  in  the  committee's  report,  Mr.  B.  arrived 
at  what  he  conceived  to  be  the  actual  condition  of  these 
banks — the  whole  seven  taken  together,  as  they  came 
together,  and  bad  evinced  a  determination  to  live  and 
die  together.  Taken  in  the  lump,  and  he  presumed  it 
^tght  be  said  that,  since  they  were  all  rechartered  in 
1821,  they  had  gone  sadly  and  rapidly  down  the  road  to 
rtsin;  that  they  had  wasted  and  sunk  about  one  half  of 
their  capital,  and  had  locked  up  in  permanent  loans  to 
friends,  in  real  estate,  in  stocks,  in  mortgages,  in  debts 


stied  for,  and  in  accommodations  to  non-residents,  nearly 
the  whole  amount  of  the  remaining  half;  so  that  a  mere 
modicum,  a  fragment  of  the  half  of  the  capital  now  sup- 
posed to  be  remaining,  would  atone  remain  disposable 
and  available  as  active  capital  for  the  use  of  the  commu- 
nity. To  charter  banks  for  two  millions  and  a  auarter« 
thus  reduced  and  cramped,  thus  fettered  and  clogged^ 
thus  pre-occupied  and  pre-engaged,  thus  whittled  away 
to  nothing,  was,  not  to  create  public  institutions,  but 
merely  to  perpetuate  old  monopolies  and  inveterate 
abuses  in  the  hands  of  half  a  dozen  knots  and  clusters  of 
individuals. 

Mr.  B.  objected  to  the  material  of  which  the  capital 
of  these  banks  might  consist.  In  five  of  them  it  was  to 
be  composed  of  specie,  and  funds  equivalent  to  specie; 
and  in  the  new  one  proposed  to  be  constituted  out  of  the 
two  old  ones,  the  capital  was  to  consist  of  specie,  and  of 
specie  funds,  and  of  property  equivalent  to  specie;  the 
proportion  of  either  not  fixed.  He  repudiated  all  idea 
of  this  composition  of  capital,  even  if  the  proportions  of 
specie,  paper,  and  property  had  been  fixed.  But  it  was 
not;  and  the  terms  of  the  charter  might  be  satisfied  by 
putting  up  a  five  cent  piece  in  silver,  and  the  rest  in 
stocks,  or  stock  notes,  or  notes  of  other  banks,  or  bills 
of  exchange,  real  or  fictitious,  or  in  any  kind  of  real  or 
personal  estate  which  the  laws  of  the  District  recognised 
to  be  property.  Certainly  slaves  were  the  best  property 
in  the  District;  they  were  most  easily  exchanged  for  mo- 
ney; and  ss  the  report  of  the  committee  acknowledged 
the  necessity  of  giving  solid  foundations  to  thehr  litter  of 
banks  and  limited  the  property  part  of  the  capital  to 
that  kind  of  property  which  was  "altogether"  equivalent 
to  specie,  the  inference  might  be  drawn  that  slaves  were 
intended.  He  would  not,  however,  draw  that  inference. 
It  was  sufficient  that  the  charter  allowed  property  and 
paper  to  constitute  a  part  of  the  capital;  this  was  a  fatal 
concession,  in  his  view,  and  he  would  have  no  act  nor 
part  in  the  creation  of  institutions  so  to  be  constituted. 

Mr.  B.  objected  to  the  amount  of  capital  to  be  granted 
to  these  banks,  upon  the  gp'ound  that  the  District  of 
Columbia  was  unable  to  raise  two  millions  and  a  «)uarter 
of  dollars  to  sustain  them.  This,  he  said,  was  confessed 
in  the  bill;  for  it  was  evidently  on  the  known  inability  of 
the  District  to  raise  the  amount  in  gfold  and  silver,  that 
paper  and  property  were  to  be  received  as  capital.  But 
It  needed  not  the  confession  of  the  bill  to  establish  the 
fact.  Our  own  tables  were  loaded,  our  own  ears  were 
filled,  our  recent  legislation  was  pregnant  with  the 
proof.  What  have  we  been  petitioned  to  do  for  the  last 
twelve  years  ^  First,  to  allow  the  District  to  borrow 
money  in  Kurope!  What  next?  Why,  to  pay  the  in- 
terest on  that  loan!  And  what  next?  Why,  to  pay  the 
principal  also!  And  we  have  done  it!  Paid  both  prin- 
cipal and  interest  on  the  loan  which  we  authorized,  and 
that  under  the  loud  and  incessant  cry  of  insolvency!  un- 
der the  reiterated,  solemn,  and  persevering  declaration, 
that  they  could  pay  neither  principal  nor  interest,  and 
must  be  sold  to  the  Dutch  if  Congress  did  not  assume 
their  debt!  Under  these  moving  appeals  Congress  has 
interposed,  and  becomes  paymaster  for  the  Holland  bebt, 
both  principal  and  interest,  and  scarcely  Is  this  done* 
before  these  same  cities  want  charters  for  banks--for 
two  millions  and  a  quarter  of  banks— and  authority  to 
issue  currency,  and  to  infest  the  land  with  two  millions 
and  a  quarter  of  bank  notes! 

Mr.  B.  took  a  higher  ground  of  objection  to  the 
amount  of  the  proposed  capital  of  these  banks;  and  that 
was,  that  the  District  could  not  use  it  if  it  had  it.  They 
could  lend  it,  he  would  admit;  but  he  denied  that  the 
borrowers  could  use  it.  Thev  could  not  use  or  employ 
two  millions  and  a  quarter  of  loans  and  currency,  and 
that  of  itself,  without  looking  to  the  supply  of  currency 
which  they  daily  receive  from  the  Government  expendi« 
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tures,  and  from  the  influx  of  visitert.  This  was  not  mat- 
ter of  assertion  and  guess,  but  of  calcutalion  and  science. 
The  amount  of  currency  employable  in  any  community 
was  a  matter  of  business,  and  not  of  legislation.  It  was 
governed  by  the  laws  of  trade,  and  not  by  the  laws  of 
legislative  bodies.  It  depended  upon  principles,  and 
not  upon  arbitrary  reg^ilations;  and  it  was  in  vain  to  give 
a  community  more  currency  than  could  be  employed  in 
their  current  business.  The  excess  would  go  off;  and 
if  it  was  a  mixed  currency,  the  gold  would  go  Brst,  the 
silver  next:  bank  notes  only  would  remain.  This  was 
the  immutable  law  of  currency;  and  there  were  ascer- 
tained principles  in  the  science  of  political  economy, 
which  would  enable  any  informed  man  to  arrive  at  prac- 
tical results,  and  to  say,  with  sufficient  precision,  what 
amount  of  currency  any  community  could  use,  and  ought 
to  possess.  There  are  data  by  which  to  calculate  this 
amount.  One  of  these  data  is  found  in  the  total  amount 
of  ihe  annual  payments  of  the  community;  for  it  is  known 
that  the  tenth  part  of  the  amount  of  the  annual  payments 
is  sufficient  for  the  amount  of  currency.  Another  of 
these  data  is  found  in  the  amount  of  population,  and  the 
extent  and  activity  of  their  business;  fourteen  and  fifteen 
dollars  per  head  being  found  sufficient  in  England  and 
in  France,  and  four  dollars  per  head  being  sufficient  in 
Russia.  Try  the  District  of  Columbia  by  either  of  these 
criterions,  and  the  improvidence  of  these  charters  fur 
two  and  one-cjuarter  millions  of  currency  will  strike 
every  imagination.  First,  its  annual  payments.  They 
cannot  amount  to  ten  times  the  amount  of  these  charters! 
much  less  to  ten  times  that  amount,  with  the  amount  put 
into  circulation  here  by  the  Government,  and  by  visiters 
into  the  bargain!  Next,  try  it  by  the  population.  The 
census  of  the  District  gives  forty  thousand  souls,  slaves  in- 
clusive. This,  upon  the  basis  of  the  French  and  English 
supply,  would  require  about  six  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars; but  the  District  of  Columbia  had  not  the  commerce, 
manufactures,  and  agriculture  of  France  and  England, 
and  could  not  employ  as  much  currency.  Four  hundred 
tliousand  dollars  would  imply  annual  payments  to  the 
amount  of  four  millions;  and  that  by  the  population  of 
the  District  is  certainly  beyond  the  amount  of  the  pay- 
ments made  in  these  ten  miles  square,  exclusively  of  the 
Government,  and  those  who  receive  their  supply  of  mo- 
ney from  the  Government.  Be  this  as  it  may,  assume 
it  at  what  you  please,  and  there  is  no  need  for  banks  of 
circulation  here.  The  Government  pays  out  above  a 
million  annually,  and  is  now  paying  that  in  gold  and  sil- 
ver; ^visiters  are  supposed  to  pay  out  near  half  a  million 
more;  so  that  here  is  nearly  three  times  as  much  currency 
annually  furnished  to  the  District  as  it  can  use  or  employ; 
and  hence  results  that  there  is  not  the  slightest  pretext 
lor  an  increase  from  domestic  banks.  The  District  needs 
oo  banks  of  circulation !  Banks  of  discount  and  deposite, 
lb  make  loans,  keep  money,  transfer  credits,  and  deal 
in  exchanges,  with  a  law  to  exclude  from  the  District 
bank  notes  of  less  than  twenty  dollars  issued  elsewhere, 
are  wanted;  but  no  banks  to  issue  paper  money  are 
wanted.  The  District  needs  no  such  banks;  and  as  for 
the  Federal  Government,  it  needs  none  hefe  of  any  kind. 
The  Treasurer  ought  to  keep  and  pay  out  the  public 
money  here.  Public  money,  at  this  place,  should  not 
be  a  fund  for  making  loans. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  wished  to  have  been  on  a  select 
committee  for  the  charter  of  these  banks;  he  wished  to 
have  revived  the  idea  of  a  bank  without  circulation,  and 
to  have  disconnected  the  Government  from  the  banking 
of  the  District.  He  liad  failed  in  his  attempt  to  raise 
such  a  committee;  ami,  as  an  individual  member  of  the 
Senate,  he  could  now  do  no  nnore  than  mention  in  debate 
the  ideas  which  he  would  have  wished  to  have  ripened 

to  hgislalion  through  the  instrumentality  of  a  roni- 


i<k< 


Mr.  B.  said  be  had  demonstrated  that  no  bank  of  cir- 
culation ought  to  be  authorized  in  this  District;  and,  he 
would  add,  that  none  to  furnish  currency,  except  nf 
large  notes,  ought  to  be  authorized  any  where;  yet  vbt 
are  we  doing'  W^  are  breeding  six  little  corporation} at 
a  birth,  to  issue  $2,350,000  of  paper  currency ;  and  on  vh&t 
terms?  No  bonus;  no  tax  on  the  capital;  none  on  the  circu- 
lation; no  reduction  of  interest  in  lieu  of  bonus  or  tax; 
no  specie  but  what  the  stockholders  please  to  pat  in; 
and  no  liability  on  tbe  part  of  the  stockholders  for  a  fail- 
ure of  these  corporations  to  redeem  their  notes  and  piy 
thejr  debts.  This  is  what  we  are  doing;  and  now  let  us 
see'  what  burdens  and  taxes  these  six  corporations  will 
impose  upon  the  business  part  of  the  community—tiie 
productive  classes  amons:  which  they  arc  to  be  pcrpet- 
uated.  First,  there  is  the  support  of  these  six  corpon- 
tion  governments;  for  every  bank  must  have  a  govern- 
ment, like  a  State  or  kingdom;  and  the  persons  who 
administer  these  corporation. governments  must  be  pa»', 
and  paid  by  the  people,  and  that  according  to  the  ntt> 
6xcd  by  themselves,  and  not  by  the  people.  Each  of 
these  six  banks  must  have  its  president,  cashier,  clerks, 
and  messengers;  its  notary  public  to  protest  notes;  and 
its  attorney  to  bring  suits.  The  aggregate*  salaries,  fee?, 
and  perqu'sitest  of  all  these  officers  of  the  six  binL 
will  be  the  first  tax  'on  the  people.  Next  cornea  the 
profits  to  the  stockholders.  The  nett  profits  of  banks 
are  usually  eight  to  ten  per  cent,  at  present;  the  gross 
profits  are  several  per  cent,  more;  and  the  gross  prrjts 
are  what  the  people  pay.  Assummg  the  gross  prohu 
to  be  twelve  per  cent.,  and  the  annual  levy  upon  the 
commuuity  will  be  about  $270,000.  The  third  loss  to 
the  community  will  be  on  the  fluctuations  of  prices  of 
labor  and  property,  and  the  rise  and  fall  of  stocks,  from 
the  expansions  and  contractions  of  currency,  produced 
by  making  money  plenty  or  scarce,  as  it  suits  the  inter. 
est  of  the  bank  managers.  This  item  cannot  be  calfo- 
lated,  and  depends  entirely  upon  the  moderation  and 
consciences  of  the  Neptunes  who  preside  over  the  flux 
and  reflux  of  the  paper  ocean,  and  to  whom  all  tide». 
whether  of  ebb  or  flow,  and  all  conditions  of  the  sea, 
whether  of  calm  or  storm,  are  trqually  welcome,  equalW 
auspicious*  and  equally  productive.  Then  come  three 
other  heads  of  loss  to  the  community  and  profit  to  the 
bank:  loss  of  notes  from  wear  and  tear,  counterfeits  im- 
posed upon  the  people  for  good  notes,  and  good  notes 
rejected  by  the  banks  for  counterfeits;  and  then  <h« 
loss  to  the  holders  from  the  btoppagcvand  failure  ol 
banks,  and  the  shaving  in  of  notes  and  stocks.  Suc«» 
are  the  burdens  and  taxes  to  be  imposed  upon  the  peo- 
ple to  give  them  a  paper  currency,  when,  if  the  papf 
currency  were  kept  away,  and  only  large  notes  used,  as 
in  France,  they  would  have  a  gold  and  silver  currency 
witliout  paying  a  tax  to  any  body  for  it,  and  without  be- 
ing subject  to  any  of  the  frightful  evils  resuUing  inm 
the  paper  system.  On  this  pwnt,  Mr.  B.  wished  to  have 
the  benefit  of  authority  superadded  to  the  weight  of  rea- 
son; he  wished  to  have  the  voice  of  others  sddcd  to  ha 
own;  and  for  that  purpose  he  would  have  recourse  to 
the  pages  of  our  eariy  history,  and  quote  the  opinions 
of  those  who  made  head  against  the  paper  system  at  »ts 
first  introduction  into  our  country,  and  whose  predictions 
then  have  long  since  been  converted  into  history.  "* 
spoke  of  the  wise  men  who  opposed  the  establishment 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  1791,  and  would  urf 
the  summary  of  their  argument  on  this  head  as  he  founo 
it  collected  and  imbodied  in  the  Life  of  Washington,  by 
the  late  Chief  Justice  Marshsll.  He  read  from  ro).  4i 
page  346: 

••  The  banishment  of  coin  would  be  completed  l>v  ten 
millions  of  paper  money  in  the  form  of  bank  bills  •""'^ 
were  then   issuing  into  circulation.     Nor  would  ih|s 
the  only  mischief  resulting  from  the  institution  ol  •" 
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bank.  The  ten  or  twelve. per  cent,  annual  profit  paid 
to  the  lenders  of  this  paper  medium  would  be  taken  out 
of  the  pocketa  of  the  people,  who  would  have  had,  with- 
out interest^  the  coin  it  was  banishing." 

Mr.  B.  wished  that  this  brief  paragraph  could  reach 
the  eyes  and  the  ears  of  every  citizen  of  the  United 
States.  He  wished  it  was  printed  in  letters  of  gold,  and 
framed,  and  hung  up  in  every  citizen's  house.  More  than 
that:  be  wised  it  was  planted  in  the  heart,  and  engraven 
on  the  memory,  of  every  voter  and  of  every  law-maker 
in  the  Union.  The  single  view  that  is  here  presented, 
independent  of  all  other  evils  of  a  paper  currency,  the 
single  view  of  paper  money  expelling  hard  money,  and 
then  costing  the  people  ten  or  twelve  per  cent,  per  an- 
num, while  hard  money  would  have  cost  them  nothing, 
would  certainly  open  the  eyes  of  all  disinterested  per- 
sons, and  induce  them  to  unite  with  one  voice  to  limit 
and  restrict  a  currency  unknown  to  the  constitution, 
injurious  in  so  many  ways,  and  crowning  its  evils  by 
banishing  specie,  and  taxing  the  community  to  support 
itself. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  was  thoroughly  opposed  to  the 
banking  system,  especially  as  carried  on  in  the  United 
States,  where  every  bank  was  an  issuer  of  paper  cur- 
rency. But  the  evil  had  become  too  large;  banks  of 
nrculation  were  too  firmly  fixed  upon  the  people;  "they 
were  too  securely  seated  in  the  saddle,  booted  and  spur- 
red, *»  to  be  successfully  met  at  present  by  direct  oppo- 
sition. Palliatives,  ameliorations,  restrictions,  limita- 
tions, safe-guards,  something  to  lighten  the  burden  and 
to  lessen  the  danger  to  the  people,  and  to  check  the  on- 
ward march  of  the  paper  power,  was  all  that  could  now 
be  attempted:  and  in  that  view  he  had  offered  some 
amendments  to  the  bill  when  it  was  first  under  consider- 
ation, and  would  sUte  them  again,  and  offer  some  rea- 
jons  in  their  favor,  in  the  hope  that  they  might  yet  find 
favor  before  the  bill  was  finally  disposed  of. 

Mr.  B.  then  read  bis  proposed  amendments,  modified 
m  the  two  particulars  suggested  by  the  Senator  from 
Ktw  York,  [Mr.  Waieax,]  and  contained  in  his  motion 
to  recommit  the  bill  with  instructions: 

*'To  report  a  bill  to  wind  up  the  affairs  of  all  the 
banks  now  existing  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  to 
allow  them  to  use  their  corporate  name  and  faculties  for 
two  year*  for  that  purpose: 

"To  report  separate  bills  for  the  incorporation  of 
— --;-  new  banks,  with  small  capitals,  adapted  to  the 
capacity  of  the  District  to  sustain  specie  banks  and 
strictly  limited  to  the  business  of  the  place;  the  said  cor- 
porations to  contain,  among  other  provisions,  the  fol- 
lowing principles: 

K  If  ^*  ^*^*  capital  <o  consist  of  gold  and  silver,  one 
naif  of  each;  stock,  stock  notes,  notes  of  other  banks, 
ana  every  thing  but  gold  and  silver,  to  be  excluded  from 
»Hc  capital, 

"2.  The  banks  to  pay  no  bonus;  but  the  s'nck  to  be 
subject  to  taxation,  like  any  other  property  in  the  Dis- 
li'ict.  The  notes  issued  by  the  banks  to  be  subject  to 
luxation. 

"3.  Every  stockholder  to  be  liable  to  the  creditors  of 
"J\^nk,  for  the  debts  of  the  institution,  to  the  amount 
or  his  stock,  in  the  event  of  the  failure  of  the  bank  to 
P*y  gold  and  silver;  with  summary  process  for  the  re- 
covery; and  all  alienations  of  stock  to  avoid  this  liability, 
t«  be  void. 

'*4'  l*he  banks  to  issue  no  notes  of  less  denomination 

j"an  twenty  dollars;  and  all  notes  of  less  denomination 

jnan  twenty  dollars,  issued  by  other  banks,  to  be  pro- 

uV^  ffom  circulation  within  the  District. 
y  All  the  notes  and  paper  currency  issued  by  said 

t  K  ^"  ^^  P*'*^  '"  ^^^^  *"^  silver;  one  half  of  either 
«  <ne  option  of  the#demandcr,  the  other  half  at  the  on- 
»»onoftliebank. 


<<6.  The  banks  to  own  no  real  estate,  except  for 
their  immediate  accommodation. 

**7.  To  deal  in  nothing  hut  gold  and  silver  bullion, 
and  in  foreign  and  domestic  bills  of  exchange.  The 
charters  to  be  forfeited  for  selling  any  coin  made  cur- 
rent by  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

<*  8.  The  charters  to  be  limited  to  moderate  terms  of 
years,  and  to  expire  at  differeiit  periods  from  each 
other. 

"9.  The  charters  to  be  alterable,  amenadable,  and 
repealable,  at  the  will  of  Congress,  and  not  renewable 
under  any  terms  whatever." 

Mr.  B.  gave  his  reasons  for  proposing  each  of  those 
ameliorations;  and,  first,  as  to  the  improvement  in  form- 
ing the  capital  of  the  banks.  This  was  a  point  at  which 
all  banks,  old  and  new,  needed  attention.  Three  hun- 
dred millions  of  banking  capital  within  the  United 
States  were  reported  to  be  paid  in,  and  this  payment 
could  only  be  made  in  specie,  or  in  what  is  called 
"  specie  funds."  At  the  same  time  it  is  welt  known  that 
the  whole  amount  of  specie  in  the  United  States  is  be- 
tween sixty  and  seventy  millions  of  dollars,  and  that  the 
banks  have  not  got  the  half  of  this  in  their  vaults.  It 
results  then  that  if  the  banks  possessed  every  hard  dol- 
lar thiit  there  is  in  the  United  States,  it  would  not  form 
more  than  one  fif\h  part  of  tlie  capitals  paid  in;  so  that 
the  other  four  fifths  must  consist  of  what  is  called 
*' specie  funds."  This  is  a  most  indefinite  phrase,  hav- 
ing no  fixed  meaning,  or  any  limitation  upon  the  extent 
of  its  comprehensive  grasp;  it  is  generally,  however, 
conceded  to  comprehend  all  the  varieties  of  stocks, 
fancy  inclusive,  which  can  be  sold  in  the  market  for 
money;  all  the  notes  of  all  the  banks  which,  for  the 
time  being,  pay  specie;  the  stock  notes  of  all  the  stock- 
holders; the  notes  of  the  bank  itself,  after  the  first  in- 
stalment, which  can  be  lent  to  the  stokholders  on  stock 
notes,  and  paid  in  for  capital;  all  bills  of  exchangp, 
real  or  fictitious,  which  are  drawn  in  Icg^l  form,  so  as 
to  present  the  names  of  drawers,  payers,  and  endorsers; 
and,  finally,  all  sorts  of  paper  securities  which  it  is  a»iu- 
med  can  be  sold  for  specie.  Out  of  such  **  specie  fund>" 
as  these,  it  may  be  conjectured  thnt  near  four  fifths  of 
the  capitals  of  the  banks  in  the  United  States  must  be 
now  composed;  and,  consequently,  that  the  banking 
system  of  the  United  Slates  is  resting  upon  paper  found- 
ations, and  that  there  is  not  specie  enough  in  the  whole 
Union  by  five  to  one  to  convert  tticsc  paper  foundations 
into  gold  and  silver  foundations!  And  these  banks  isstte 
nearly  all  the  currency  which  the  people,  the  State 
Governments,  and  the  Federal  Government  use!  Such 
is  the  state  of  the  currency  under  a  constitution  which 
recognises  nothing  but  gold  and  silver  fur  currency, 
and  one  of  whose  main  objects  was  to  save  the  peo- 
ple from  the  curse  of  paper  money.  To  correct,  in 
some  degree,  this  enormous  and  alarming  evil,  to  pro- 
vide at  least  a  specie  basis  for  the  banks  which  Congress 
creates  at  the  seat  of  Government,  Mr.  B.  was  in  favor  of 
limiting  the  capital  to  gold  and  silver,  and  that  in  equal 
proportion  of  each,  in  order  to  ensure  a  gold  correncyy 
as  well  as  a  silver  currency  to  the  people.  The  advan- 
tages to  the  country  would  be  great  fi^m  this  im- 
provement in  the  formation  of  bank  capital.  It  would 
limit  the  number  of  the  banks,  keep  their  cspitals 
within  some  bounds,  make  their  foundations  more  solid, 
prevent  them  banking  on  each  other,  and  make  gold, 
as  well  as  silver,  a  part  of  the  capital  of  every  bank. 

The  next  improvement  which  Mr.  B.  proposed  was 
the  taxation  of  the  capital,  and  also  of  the  circulation  of 
the  bank,  in  lieu  of  the  composition  usually  given  under 
the  name  of  bonus.  Such  compositions  were  always 
a  deception  and  illusion;  for  no  bank  would  give  a 
bonus  except  to  get  it  back,  with  a  profit  upon  it;  and, 
iheicforr,  the  larger  the  bonus  the  largtr  the  profits  of 
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the  bank,  and  the  burdens  of  the  people.  In  the  char- 
ters now  proposed,  the  bonus  is  dropped,  which  would 
be  right  if  any  thing  was  substituted,  but  nothing  is  sub- 
stituted for  it!  and  thereby,  the  great  privileges  and  ad- 
vantages which  these  charters  vest  in  the  corporators  are 
a  mere  gift  and  gratuity,  freely  bestowed  by  the  munifi- 
cence, or  improvidence,  of  Congress,  and  that  upon  indi- 
viduals who  had  already  enjoyed  these  privileges  for 
twenty  and  thirty  years.  That  bank  capital  should  pay 
taxes  like  any  other  property,  is  a  proposition  too  self-evi- 
dently  just  to  admit  of  argument.  Bank  capital  is  more 
able  to  pay  taxes  than  any  other  kind  of  property,  because 
It  is  a  moneyed  property,  and  produces  money,  and  that 
more  readily  ana  largely  than  any  other  kind  of  property. 
The  compositions  made  bv  banks  in  the  form  of  bonuses, 
is  the  acknowledgment  of  their  obligation  to  pay  a  tsx; 
but  it  IS  unjust  to  the  community  to  exempt  these  corpo- 
rations from  taxes  in  exchange  for  an  inadequate  and  illu- 
sory bonus,  which  is  always  got  back  with  usurious  in- 
terest. Every  State  should  tax  its  bank  capital,  not  by 
composition  before  hand,  but  by  annual  levyi  in  many 
Slates  the  proceeds  of  that  tax  would  form  a  large  item 
in  the  annual  income,  and  would  lessen  the  burden  upon 
the  rest  of  the  community.  In  this  District,  the  Uistrict 
authorities  should  have  power  to  lax  the  two  millions 
and  a  quarter  of  bank  capital  proposed  to  be  created;  it 
should  stand  at  the  head  of  the  list  of  its  taxable  proper- 
ty, and  at  the  present  rate  of  taxation  in  the  District, 
which  he  believed  was  above  a  cent  on  the  dollar's 
worth  of  property,  the  income  from  this  item  would  be 
most  sensibly  and  beneficially  felt. 

Taxing  the  circulation  of  banks  was  another  improve- 
ment which  went  hand  in  hand  with  taxing  the  capital, 
and  might  be  used  for  two  distinct  and  beneficial  pur- 
poses: first,  to  raise  revenue;  and,  next,  to  suppress 
small  notes.  The  United  States  did  not  need  revenue 
at  present,  and,  therefore,  might  not  resort  to  the  taxa- 
tion of  bank  notes  for  either  object;  but  in  1813  and 
1814,  she  did  need  revenue,  and  did  tax  all  the  bank 
notes  issued  in  the  United  States.  It  was  done  by  a 
stamp  duty;  with  the  privilege  to  each  bank  of  com- 
pounding for  the  tax  in  detail,  by  paying  a  sum  in  gross. 
In  England,  bank  notes  are  taxed,  and  have  been  for 
many  years,  and  now  yield  a  handsome  sum.  He  (Mr. 
B.)  had  a  note  of  the  taxes  paid  by  the  Bank  of  England 
ou  its  circulation,  for  half  a  century,  some  parts  of  which 
he  would  state,  premising  that  acts  of  Parliament  im- 
posed a  stamp  duty  on  the  notes,  with  the  privilege  of 
compounding  for  a  gross  sum.  In  1791,  the  composi- 
tion was  £12,000  sterling  per  annum;  in  1799,  the  com- 
position was  £20,000  for  notes  of  £5  and  upwards,  and 
£4,000  for  notes  less  than  £5;  in  1804,  the  composition 
was  £32,000;  in  1808,  it  wai.£42,000;  and  in  1815  it 
was  £94,500,  or  nearly  half  a  million  of  dollars.  The 
mode  of  composition  in  England  was  by  paying  so  much 
(£3,500  after  1815)  per  million  on  the  average  circula- 
tion of  the  preceding  year.  The  separate  tax,  and 
separate  composition,  for  notes  under  £5,  was  a  happy 
expedient  for  restricting  and  keeping  under  that  species 
of  circulation,  and  if  adopted  in  the  United  States,  might 
effectually  suppress  all  notes  under  $20,  or,  what  is  bet- 
ter, under  $100.  The  States  may  do  it  at  once,  for  they 
all  need  revejtue;  and  the  United  States  can  do  it,  with- 
out question,  whenever  she  may  need  it;  and  that  will 
be  much  sooner  than  persons  now  suppose.  1'he  impo- 
sition of  a  tax  for  the  suppression  of  small  notes  has 
been  expressly  recommended  by  Mr.  Gallatin;  and  Mr. 
B.  would  read  a  paragraph  from  his  Essay  on  Banks  and 
Currency  (1830)  to  that  effect. 

'*  Congress  has  power  to  lay  stamp  duties  on  notes  on 

bank  notes,  and  on  any  description  of  bank  notes.   That 

ower  has  already  been  exercised;  and  the  duties  may 

laid  to  such  an  amount,  and  in  such  a  manner,  as  may 


be  necessary  to  effect  the  object  intended.  This  object 
IS  not  merely  to  provide  generally  for  the  general  wel- 
fare, but  to  carry  into  effect,  rn  conformity  with  the  Ust 
paragraph  of  the  8th  section  of  the  first  article,  those 
several  and  express  provisions  of  the  constitution  wliich 
vest  in  Congress  exclusively,  the  control  over  the  mone- 
tary system  of  the  United  States,  and  more  particaWlf 
those  which  imply  the  necessity  of  a  uniform  current. 
The  exercise  of  the  power  for  that  object  ia  free  of  mr 
constitutional  objection,  provided  the  duties  thui  Lud 
shall  be  uniform,  and  applied  to  Uie  Bank  of  the  United 
States  as  well  as  to  the  State  banks.  The  act  of  laying  and 
collecting  the  duties,  which  ts  expressly  granted,  is  alone 
sufficieot  to  eflPect  the  object.  *  *  ^  Congress  may, 
if  it  deems  it  proper,  lay  a  stamp  duty  on  small  notes, 
whish  will  entirely  put  an  end  to  their  circulation.  It 
may  lay  such  a  duty  on  all  bank  notes  as  would  convert 
all  the  banks  into  banks  of  discount  and  deponte  only, 
annihilate  the  paper  currency,  and  render  a  bank  of 
the  United  States  unne<^essary  in  reference  to  that  ob- 
ject." 

Mr.  B.  said  that  these  were  most  important  and  moot 
cheering  suggestions.  They  showed  that  it  u-as  in  the 
power  of  Congress  to  regulate  the  paper  system  of  the 
whole  Union,  to  hold  all  the  banks  in  check,  to  supprcsi 
what  notes  they  pleased;  and  he  for  one  would  wrsh  to 
suppress  all  under  $100,  but  must  limit  his  exertions,  (or 
want  of  co-laborers,  not  for  want  of  will,  to  $20.  Mr. 
B.  took  a  pleasure  in  reminding  the  Senate  that  a  Scni- 
tor  from  Virginia,  now  again  a  member  of  tl>i»  bodr, 
[Mr.  Rivis,]  had  some  years  ago  pointed  to  this  inH 
power  of  Congress  as  the  means  by  which  small  notes 
could  be  suppressed,  and  the  paper  currency  of  all  il»c 
States  completely  regulated;  and  he  should  be  happy  to 
follow  the  lead  of  that  gentleman  in  carrying  into  effeci 
his  wise  and  patriotic  suggestion. 

A  third  improvement,  which  Mr.  B.  had  proposed 
upon  these  charters,  was  to  make  the  stockholders  la- 
ble,  each  to  the  amount  of  his  stock,  for  the  debts  of  the 
institution,  on  its  failure  to  pay  specie.    The  reasons  m 
this  liability  were  strong  and  palpable.  A  man  that  owes 
should  pay  while  he  has  property  to  pay  withj  and  it »« 
iniquitous  and  unjustifiable   that  a  bank  director,  or 
stockholder,  should  riot  in  wealth  while  the  bnsmcfi 
part  of  the  community  should  hold  the  bank  notes  which 
they  have  put  into  circulation,  and  be  able  to  .<et  notn- 
ing  for  them  after  the  bank  had  closed  its  doors.    Such 
exemptions  are  contrary  to  the  rights  of  the  com«mm''.S 
and  one  of  the  great  causes  of  the  failure  of  banks.   A 
liability  In  the  stockholders  is  one  of  the  beat  secunttej 
which  the  public  can  have  for  the  correct  manajfement 
and  solvencv  of  the  institution.     The  famous  Scoltisn 
banks,  whicn,  in  upwards  of  one  hundred  years^  opera- 
tions, had  neither  once  convulsed  the  country  »'itb  c*»"' 
tractions  and  expansions  nor  once  stopped  p»yinew, 
were  constituted  upon  this  principle.     All  the  country 
banks  in  England,  and  all  the  bankers  on  the  contmeni 
of  Europe,  were  liable  to  a  still  greater  degree? J?^'" 
them  each  stockholder,  or  partner,  was  liable,  "^'^. ' 
ually,  for  the  whole  amount  of  the  debts  of  the  banf- 
The  principle  proposed  to  be  incorporated  in  these  cm  • 
ters  strikes  the  just  medium  between  the  common  UJ 
principle,    which   makes  each  partner  liable  for  \ 
whole  debts  of  the  firm,  and  the  corporation  P""^'P,*,' 
the  United  States,  which  absolves  each  from  all  l'»b"'V' 
and  leaves  the  pennyless  and  aoulless  carcase  of  »    * 
funct  and  eviscerated  bank  alone  responsible  lotheco  • 
munity.     Liability  to  the  amount  of  the  stock  vas « 


would  be  found  a  good  remedy  for  a  great  evil*    II  * 
stockholders  in  the  three  banks  which  stopped  p'}'*^^ 
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in  ttiis  city  during  the  panic  session  had  been  thus  liable, 
the  notes  would  not  have  been  shaved  out  of  the  hands 
ufthe  holders;  if  the  bank  which  stopped  In  Baltimore 
at  the  same  time,  bad  been  subject  to  this  principle,  the 
riots,  which  have  afflicted  that  city  in  consequence  of 
that  stoppage,  would  not  have  taken  place.  Instead  of 
tliese  losses  and  riots,  law  and  rennedy  would  have  pre- 
vailed; every  stockholder  would  have  been  summoned 
before  a  justice  of  the  peace— judgment  granted  against 
him  on  motion^-for  the  amount  he  hi  by  the  complainant^ 
and  so  on,  until  all  were  paid,  or  he  could  plead  that  he 
had  paid  up  the  whole  amount  of  his  stock. 

A  fourth  improvement  which  Mr.  B.  had  proposed, 
was  to  limit  the  notes  issued  by  the  banks  to  the  minimum 
size  of  twenty  dollars,  and  to  exclude  all  notes  under 
Uut  minimum,  issued  by  other  banks,  from  circulation 
within  the  District.  He  confessed  that  he  felt  an  extreme 
degree  of  mortification  in  making  a  motion  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  to  limit  the  size  of  bank  notes, 
when  this  Congress  was  sitting  here,  and  held  its  exist- 
ence by  virtue  of  a  constitution  which  recognised  noth- 
ing for  currency  but  gold  and  silver;  but  he  feared  he 
might  be  subject  to  a  still  greater  mortification  in  wit- 
nessing the  lailure  of  his  motion,  and  the  triumph  of  the 
paper  system  over  this  small  attempt  to  check  one  of  its 
greatest  abuses.  The  limit  of  twenty  dollars  was  the 
lowest  that  could  be  taken  to  accomplish  the  great  ob- 
jectsin  view;  and  that  limit  was  not  assumed  arbitrarily, 
but  from  a  careful  observation  of  the  effect  of  different 
limits,  in  different  countries,  upon  the  nature^  and 
amount  of  the  circulating  medium. 

The  great  evils  of  the  small  paper  currency  are,  1. 
I'o  banish  gold  and  silver.  2.  To  encourage  counterfeit- 
ing. 3.  To  destroy  the  standard  of  values.  4.  To  throw 
the  burdens  and  the  evils  of  the  paper  system  upon  the 
laboring  and  small  dealing  part  of  the  community. 

The  instinct  of  banks  to  sink  their  circulation  to  the 
lowest  denomination  of  notes  which  can  be  forced  up- 
on the  community,  is  a  trait  in  the  system  universally 
proved  to  exist  wherever  banks  of  circulation  have  been 
permitted  to  give  a  currency  to  a  country;  and  the  effect 
of  that  instinct  has  always  been  to  banish  gold  and  sil- 
ver. When  the  Bank  of  England  was  chartered,  in  the 
year  1694,  it  could  issue  no  note  less  than  j£lOO  sterling; 
titat  amount  was  gradually  reduced  by  the  persevering 
efforts  of*  the  bank,  to  £SOi  then  to  £20;  then  to  15; 
then  to  10;  at  last  to  5;  and  finally  to  £2  and  1.  Those 
last  denominations  were  not  reached  until  the  year  1797, 
or  until  one  hundred  and  three  years  after  the  institu- 
tion of  the  bank;  and  as  the  several  reductions  in  the 
size  of  the  notes,  and  the  consequent  increase  of  paper 
currency  took  place,  gold  became  more  and  more  scarce; 
and  with  the  issue  of  the  one  and  two  pound  notes  it 
totally  disappeared  from  the  country. 

This  effect  was  foretold"  by  all  political  economists, 
and  especially  by  Mr.  Burke,  then  aged  and  retired 
from  public  life,  who  wrote  from  his  retreat,  to  Mr. 
Canning,  to  say  to  Mr.  Pitt,  the  Prime  Minister,  these 
prophetic  words:  **  If  this  bill  for  the  one  and  two 
pounds  is  permitted  to  pass,  we  shall  never  see  another 
guinea  in  England."  The  bill  did  pass,  and  the  predic- 
tion was  fulfilled;  for  not  another  guinea,  half  guinea, 
or  sovereign,  was  seen  in  England,  for  circulation,  un- 
til the  bill  was  repealed  two  and  twenty  years  after- 
wards! After  remaining  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century 
without  a  gold  circulation,  England  abolished  her  one 
and  two  pound  notes,  limited  her  paper  currency  to 
£5  sterling,  required  all  Bank  of  England  notes  to  be 
paid  in  gold,  and  allowed  four  years  for  the  act  to  take 
effect.  Before  the  four  years  were  out,  the  Bank  of 
I^ngUnd  reported  to  Parliament  that  it  was  ready  to 
begin  gold  payments;  and  commenced  accordingly,  and 
bas  continued  them  ever  since.    The  one  and  two  pound 


notes  in  England  correspond  with  the  five  and  ten  dol. 
lar  notes  in  the  United  States,  and  the  five  pound  note 
is  only  four  dollars  above  our  twenty  dollars;  so  that  the 
analogy  is  perfect,  and  the  effect  must  be  similar  upon  our 
fives,  tens,  and  twenties,  that  it  was  in  England  from  the 
issue  and  suppression  of  the  one  and  two  pound  notes^ 
and  the  limitation  to  £5,  with  the  compulsory  obligation 
to  pay  in  gold. 

The  encouragement  of  counterfeiting  was  the  next 
great  evil  which  Mr.  B.  pointed  out  as  belonging  to  a 
small  note  currency;  and  of  all  the  denominations  of 
notes,  he  said  those  of  one  and  two  pounds  in  England, 
(corresponding  with  fives  and  tens  in  the  United  States,) 
were  those  to  which  the  demoralizing  business  of  coun- 
terfeiting was  chiefly  directed!  They  were  the  chosen 
game  of  the  forging  depredator!  and  that,  for  the  obvi- 
ous reasons  that  fives  and  tens  were  small  enough  to 
pass  currently  among  persons  not  much  acquainted  with 
bank  paper,  and  large  enough  to  afford  some  profit  to 
compensate  for  the  expense  and  labor  of  producing 
the  counterfeit,  and  the  risk  of  passing  it>  Below  fives, 
the  profit  is  too  small  for  the  labor  and  risk.  Too  many 
have  to  be  forged  and  passed  before  an  article  of  any 
value  can  be  purchased;  and  the  change  to  be  got  in  sil- 
ver, in  passing  one  for  a  small  article,  is  too  little.  Of 
twenty  and  upwards,  though  the  profit  is  greater  on 
passing  them,  yet  the  danger  of  detection  is  also 
greater.  On  account  of  its  larger  size,  the  note  is 
not  only  more  closely  scrutinized  before  it  is  received, 
and  the  passer  of  it  better  remembered,  but  the 
circulation  of  them  is  more  confined  to  business  men 
and  large  dealers,  and  silver  change  will  not  be  given 
for  them  in  buying  small  articles.  The  fives  and  tens, 
then,  in  the  United  States,  like  the  £1  and  £2  in  Eng- 
land, are  the  peculiar  game  oC  counterfeiters,  and  this 
is  fully  proved  by  the  criminal  statistics  of  the  forgery 
department  in  both  countries.  According  to  returns 
maide  to  the  British  Parliament  for  twenty -two  years--, 
from  1797  to  1819 — the  period  in  which  the  one  and 
two  pound  notes  were  allowed  to  circulate,  the  whole 
number  of  prosecutions  for  counterfeiting,  or  passing 
counterfeit  notes  of  the  Bank  of  England,  was  998;  in 
that  number  there  were  313  ea|Mtal  convictions;  530  in' 
ferior  convictions;  and  155  acquitals;  and  the  sum  of 
£249,900,  near  a  million  and  a  quarter  of  dollars,  was 
expended  by  the  bank  in  attending  to  prosecutions. 
Of  this  great  number  of  prosecutions,  the  returns  show 
that  the  mass  of  them  were  for  offences  connected  with 
the  one  and  two  pound  notes.  The  proportion  may  be 
distinctly  seen  in  the  number  of  counterfeit  notes  of  dif- 
ferent denominations  detected  at  the  Bank  of  England 
in  a  given  peritxl  of  time — from  the  1st  of  January,  1812, 
to  the  10th  of  April,  1818 — ^being  a  period  of  six  years 
and  three  months  oat  of  the  twenty-two  years  that  the 
one  and  two  pound  notes  continued  to  circulate.  The 
detections^  were,  of  one  pound  notes,  the  number  of 
107,238;  of  two  pound  notes,  17,787;  of  five  pound 
notes;  5,826;  often  pound  notes,  419;  of  twenty  pound 
notes,  54.  Of  all  above  twenty  pounds,  35.  The  propor- 
tion of  ones  and  twos  to  the  other  sizes  may  be  well  seen 
in  the  tables  for  this  brief  period;  but  to  have  any  idea 
of  the  mass  of  counterfeiting  done  upon  those  small 
notes,  the  whole  period  of  twenty-two  years  must  be 
considered,  and  the  entire  kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
taken  in;  for  the  list  only  includes  the  number  of  coun- 
terfeits detected  at  the  counter  of  the  bank,  a  place  to 
which  the  guilty  never  carry  their  forgeries,  and  to  which 
a  portion  only  of  those  circulating  in  and  about  London 
could  be  carried.  The  proportion  of  crime  connected 
with  the  small  notes  is  here  shown  to  be  enormously 
and  frightfully  great.  The  same  results  are  found  in  the 
United  States.  Mr.  B.  had  looked  over  the  statistics  of 
crime  connected  with  the  counterfeiting  of  bank  notes  in 
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the  United  Stale,  and  found  the  ratio  between  the  f^reat 
mnd  small  notes  to  be  about  the  same  that  it  was  in  Eng-- 
land.  He  bad  had  recourse  to  the  most  authentic  data — 
BicknelPs  Counterfeit  Detector—and  there  found  the 
editions  of  counterfeit  notes  of  the  local  or  State  banks, 
to  be  eiffht  hundred  and  eighteen,  of  which  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty-six  were  often  dollars  and  under;  and  six- 
ty-two editions  only  were  of  twenty  dollars  and  upwards. 
Of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  and  its  branches,  he 
found  eighty -two  editions  of  fives;  seventy-one  editions 
of  tens;  twenty-six  editions  of  twenties;  and  two  editions 
of  fifties;  still  showing  that  in  the  United  Stat^ii,  as  well 
as  in  England,  on  local  bankn  as  well  as  that  of  the  United 
States,  the  course  of  counterfeiting*  was  still  the  same; 
and  that  the  whole  stress  of  the  crime  fell  upon  the  five 
and  ten  dollar  notes  in  this  country,  and  their  correspond- 
ing classes,  the  one  and  two  pound  notes  in  England. 
Mr.  B.  aho  exhibited  the  pages  of  Bicknell's  Counter- 
feit Detector,  a  pamphlet  covered  over  column  after  col- 
umn with  its  frightful  lists,  nearly  all  under  twenty  dol- 
lars; and  he  called  upon  the  Senate  in  the  sacred  name 
of  the  morals  of  the  country — in  the  name  of  virtue  and 
morality — to  endeavor  to  check  the  fountain  of  this 
crime,  by  stopping  the  issue  of  the  description  of  notes 
on  which  it  exerted  nearly  its  whole  force. 

Mr.  B.  could  not  quit  the  evils  of  the  crime  of  coun- 
terfeiting in  the  United  States  without  remarking  that 
the  difficulty  of  legal  detection  and  punishment  was  so 
great,  owing  to  the  distance  at  which  the  counterfeits 
were  circulated  from  ^the  banks  purporting  to  issue 
them,  and  the  still  greater  difficulty  (in  most  cases  im- 
possible)  of  getting  witnesses  loattend  in  person  in  States 
in  which  they  do  not  reside,  the  counterfeiters  all  choos- 
ing to  practise  their  crime  and  circulate  their  forgeries 
in  States  which  do  not  contain  the  banks  whose  paper 
they  are  imitating.  So  difficult  is  it  to  obtain  the  attend- 
ance of  witnesses  in  other  Slates,  that  the  crime  of  coun- 
terfeiting is  almost  practised  with  impunity.  The  notes 
under  $20  feed  and  supply  this  crime;  let  them  be  stop- 
ped, and  ninety-nine  hundredths  of  this  crime  will  stop 
with  them. 

A  third  objection  which  Mr.  II.  urged  against  the 
notes  under  twenty  diSllars  was  that  nearly  the  whole 
evils  of  that  part  of  the  paper  system  fell  upon  the 
laboring  and  small  dealing  part  of  the  community. 
Nearly  all  the  counterfeits  lodged  in  their  hands,  or 
were  shaveil  out  of  their  hands  ^  When  a  bank  failed, 
the  mass  of  its  circulation  being  in  small  notes,  sunk 
upon  their  hands.  The  gain  to  the  banks  from  the 
wear  and  tear  of  small  notes,  came  out  of  them;  the  loss 
from  the  8»me  cause,  falling  upon  them.  The  ten  or 
twelve  per  cent,  annual  profit  for  furnishing  a  currency 
in  place  of  gold  and  silver,  (for  which  no  interest  would 
be  paid  to  the  mint  or  the  Government,)  chiefly  fulls 
upon  them;  for  the  paper  currency  is  chiefly  under 
twenty  dollars.  These  evils  they  almost  exclusively 
bear,  while  they  have,  over  and  above  all  these,  their 
full  proportion  of  all  the  evils  resulting  from  the  expan- 
sions and  contractions  which  are  incessantly  going  on, 
totally  destroying  the  standard  of  value,  periodically  con- 
vulsing the  country,  and  in  every  cycle  of  five  or  six 
years  making  a  lottery  of  all  property,  in  which  all  the 
prizes  are  drawn  by  bank  managers  and  their  friendf. 

In  proposing  the  limitation  ot  twenty  dollars  to  these 
District  bankv  Mr.  B.  of  course  coupled  with  it  the 
concomitant  provision  for  the  exclusion  of  all  notes 
under  the  same  limit  issued  without  the  District.  This 
was  a  precaution  as  just  and  natural  as  it  was  easy.  A 
prohibitory  law,  with  a  liability  in  every  passer  to  pay 
the  amount  of  the  notes,  with  costs  and  damages,  in 
specie,  and  especially  in  gold,  with  summary  process 
efore  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  recovery,  would 

ectually  expel  the  interdicted  and  pestiferous  paper. 


Mr.  B.  said  that  the  proposed  limit  of  twenty  UolUn 
for  the  minimum  size  of  bank  notes  was  not  an  arbitrerv 

0 

assumption  or  a  fanciful  designation;  but  was  t  limit 
ascertained  by  experience,  and  proven  by  results,  to  be 
the  lowest  that  would  suffice  to  accomplish  the  endi 
intended.  These  ends  are:  1.  To  re*establish  the  gold 
currency;  3.  To  make  gold  and  silver  the  common 
currency  for  all  the  small  dealings  of  the  country;  3.  To 
extend  and  enlarge  the  specie  basis  of  the  paper  circub- 
tion;  4.  To  save  the  laboring  and  small  dealing  p&rtof 
the  community  from  the  effects  of  contrsctions  and 
expansions  from  bank  issues;  5.  To  save  them  from  the 
impositions  of  counterfeiters,  from  losses  when  bankt 
fail,  and  from  bearing  the  whole  burden  of  Xht  wear 
and  tear  of  small  notes;  6.  To  save  hard  money  enough 
in  the  country  to  make  it  safe  to  have  such  paper  cur- 
rency  as  commerce  and  large  dealings  rosy  require. 
These  are  the  objects  to  be  accomplished,  and  less  tlui 
twenty  dollars  will  have  no  adequate  eflfect;  fjr  beU^r 
would  be  the  limit  of  f  100,  as  it  is  nearly  in  Vr*rc>, 
and  where  that  limit  ensures  a  circulation  of  nine  tenths 
gold  and  silver,  and  one  tenth  pspcr;  namely,  upvird< 
of  five  hundred  millions  of  dollars  of  one,  an  1  fifty  mil- 
lions of  the  other.  Wise  would  It  be  in  any  single  Stitc 
to  adopt  this  limit,  and  to  exclude  all  notes  under  tbit 
amount  from  circulation  within  its  borders;  that  Suif 
would  become  the  richest  and  the  happiest  in  the  Union. 
It  would  be,  iff  its  moneyed  concerns,  to  the  rest  of  the 
Union,  what  France  is  to  the  rest  of  Europe — ^the  absor- 
bent of  their  precious  metaU,  the  perennial  founuin  of 
golden  supply  to  its  citizens,  and  the  land  of  rest  from 
the  panics  and  pressures,  the  ebbs  and  flows,  the  {e*s'* 
and  famines,  the  dearths  and  deluges,  the  expansion^ 
contractions,  and  revulsions,  and  all  the  crimes  and  ma- 
fortunes  of  the  paper  system! 

But  to  proceed  with  the  twenty  dollar  limit.    Wh  l« 
England  had  notes  as  low  as  one  and  two  pounds,  wbioi 
we  may  call  five  and  ten  dollars,  the  specie  basis  con- 
tracted and  diminished  until  silver  could  only  be  got  fur 
sm:dl  change,  and  gold  fled  entirely  from  the  cnuntr). 
The  mint  was  forever  coining;   but   the  guineas  and 
sovereigns  went  straight  to  France;  and  it  was  testified 
by  Mr.  Alexander  Baring,  before  a  committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  that  the  gold  coinage  of  the  Bntisa 
mint,  during  this   period,   was  regfularly  recoined  in 
France,  often  without  seeing  the  light  in  England;  being 
packed  in  boxes  and  shipped  as  it  issued  from  the  mini, 
delivered  in  Paris  before  it  was  a  week  old,  and  swtllos- 
ed  up  in  the  ocean  of  French  ciirrency  by  passing 
through  the  French  mint  and  assuming  the  stamp  »nd 
arms  of  France.     The  suppression  of  the  one  and  t»tf 
pound  notes  in  1819,  and  the  £5  limit,  with  the  compul- 
sory obligation  on  the  Bank  of  England  to  pay  all  its 
notes  in  gold,  restored  the  gold  currency  in  thatcountrj, 
and  so  extended  and  enlarged  the  specie  basis,  as  to 
make  her  currency  half  and  half^half  specie  and  halt 
paper — the  specie  two  thirds'  gold,  and  one  third  sil^fi 
and  the  paper  all  of  £5,  about  $24  and  upwards.    Thii 
has  made  a  paper  currency  safe  in  England,  for  it  « 
dollar  for  dollar;    it   has   given    to  the  laboring  and 
small-dealing  classes  a  hard  money  currency,  and  it  "*> 
taken  from  the  counterfeiters  their  chief  and  favorite 
classes  of  notes  for  imitation.     Mr.  B.  took  the  gj«*| 
ground,  that  where  a  paper  currency  was  tolerated  at 
all,  the  safety  and  welfare  of  the  community  required 
the  specie  proportion  to  be  one  half;  that  it  required  a 
£5  limit,  and  gold   payments,  to  effect  that  object  m 
England;  that  a  limit  of  twenty  dollars  would  not  effect 
it  in  the  United  States;  and  he  was  only  restrained  Iro"^^ 
proposing  the  French  limit  from  the   impossibility  o 
contending  successfully  with  the  bank  power  at  P'"^*''.' 
now  omnipotent  in  the  country,  engrossing  the  time  * 
governing  the  legislation,  in  whatever  related  to  tncir 
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own  intemts.  A  twenty  dolUr  limit  would  not  give  a 
substratum  of  half  specie,  even  if  our  banks  were  com- 
pelled to  pay  all  gold;  but  there  is  no  compulsion  on 
ihem  to  pay  any  part;  and  the  eflTorts  to  bring  them  to 
half  payments  in  gold  would  be  long  and  bitterly  resist- 
ed. Gold  is  the  enemy  of  paper;  it  keeps  it  down  when 
the  holder  of  the  paper  has  a  right  to  demand  gold;  and 
thus  a  paper  currency  founded  upon  gold,  aa  it  is  in 
EngUnd,  will  always  be  kept  more  within  bounds  than 
a  paper  currency  founded  upon  silver.  Silver  is  too 
cumbrous  to  hold  paper  in  check.  A  person  would  not 
wish  to  change  even  a  twenty  dollar  note  into  silver  to 
carry  in  his  pocket,  but  would  gladly  change  it  into 
gold;  and  so  of  fifty  and  hundred  dollar  notes. 

The  next  improvement  on  the  paper  currency  which 
Mr.  B  proposed,  was  contained  in  his  fifth  proposition, 
namely,  that  all  the  notes  and  paper  currency  issued  by 
the  banks  should  be  payable,  not  in  gold  cr  silver,  but 
in  gold  oruf  silver;  one  half  of  either  at  the  option  of  the 
demander,  the  other  half  at  the  option  of  the  bank. 
This,  Mr.  B.  said,  would  be  perfectly  equitable;  it  would 
ensure  an  equal  supply  of  each  metal  in  the  country, 
without  requiring  the  banks  to  keep  enough  of  both 
metals  to  meet  their  whole  circulation.  It  was  also  in 
accordance  with  the  constitution  of  the  United  States — 
with  the  recent  law  of  Congress  for  the  re-establishment 
of  the  gold  currency — with  the  nature  of  the  mines  in 
our  own  country — ^and  with  the  rights  and  interests  of 
the  people.  The  constitution  intended  that  gold  and 
silver  should  eontinue  to  be  what  it  was  at  the  time  of 
the  framing  of  that  instrument— a  concurrent  currency 
in  the  country.  This  intention,  made  clear  in  all  the 
debates  upon  the  subject,  is  expressly  declared  in  article 
2,  section  10.  Gold  and  silver  are  there  joined  together. 
Tliey  arc  joined  by  the  conjunctive  particle  ««and," 
not  separated  by  the  disjunctive  particle  "or."  The 
act  of  Congress  of  1834,  for  the  re-establishment  of  the 
gold  currency,  and  the  subsequent  act  for  the  establish- 
ment of  three  branch  mints,  all  show  that  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government,  approved  by  the  voice  of  the 
people,  to  have  g^ld  as  well  as  silver.  The  nature  of 
our  mines  leads  to  it.  We  have  gold  mines,  but  no 
silver  ones.  Gold  is,  therefore,  a  domestic  production, 
and  should  become  a  national  currency.  The  rights 
and  interests  of  the  people  require  a  gold  currency; 
they  have  a  right  to  it  under  the  constitution  of  the 
country  and  under  the  laws  of  the  land;  theVr  interest 
requires  it  for  checking  the  paper  system,  regulating 
exchanges,  preventing  counterfeiting,  furnishing  con- 
venient money  for  travelling,  and  preserving  the  moat 
uniform  and  universal  standard  of  value.  Thus  stands 
the  constitution,  the  laws,  the  products  of  the  country, 
and  the  rights  and  interest  of  the  country  in  relation  to 
gold.  But  the  banks  have  a  contrary  interest!  The 
whole  paper  system  is  adverse  to  gold!  Exceptions  of 
particular  banks  may  be  found;  but  the  instinct  of  the 
paper  system  is  against  it;  and  a  bank  will  pay  in  the 
least  valuable  and  most  cumbrous  metal  which  it  is  per- 
mitted to  offer.  Between  gold  and  silver,  it  will  pay  in 
silver;  between  silver  and  copper,  it  will  pay  in  copper; 
between  copper  and  iron,  it  will  pay  in  iron.  This  is 
the  instinct  of  the  system;  and  now,  in  these  United 
Stzfttes,  after  all  that  has  been  done  to  revive  the  gold 
currency,  that  coin  wilj  be  withheld  from  circulation, 
und  sold  fur  exportation,  the  moment  the  present  ex- 
citement is  over,  and  the  aid  of  Jackson  is  withdrawn. 
This  would  be  the  case  even  without  the  impulse  of  a 
political  motive,  and  without  the  instigation  of  party 
spirit,  and  without  the  regulation  of  party  discipline; 
buty  unfortunately,  a  powerful  political  party  is  opposed 
to  gold  in  our  country !  The  bank-whig  party  is  opposed 
to  it;  and  the  whole  political  power  and  party  machinery 
of  these  wbigs,.  as  they  style  themselves,  will  be  exerted 
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to  suppress  gold,  and  encourage  small  paper,  that  out 
of  the  evils  incident  to  such  a  state  of  things,  a  depre- 
ciated currency  may  ensue,  and  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  may  be  called  for  to  remedy  the  disorder.  Law, 
then,  is  necessary  to  compel  the  banks  to  pay  gold;  and 
no  measure  more  equitable  could  be  devised  than  that 
of  half  payments  in  either  metal;  the  demander  having 
the  first  choice,  and  the  bank  the  next. 

The  equity  of  this  principle  being  clear,  the  next 
consideration  is,  as  to  its  practicability.  On  this  point 
facts  and  reasons  are  equally  explicit.  The  banks  can 
pay  half  their  currency  in  gold  in  one  year  from  this 
time,  if  they  please.  They  could  have  done  it  this 
summer  if  they  had  pleased.  The  Federal  Government 
could  have  had  all  its  surplus  now  in  gold,  if  Congress 
had  given  the  President  authority  to  supply  the  mint 
with  gold  bullFon  and  foreign  coins.  The  state  of  the 
foreign  exchanges  is,  and  has  been  for  months,  decidedly 
in  favor  of  the  United  States,  and  the  importation  has 
been,  and  continues  to  be,  a  profitable  business.  It  is 
a  money-making  business  to  import  gold,  and  the  cus* 
tom-house  returns  show  that  it  is  coming  of  itself,  in  the 
course  of  commerce,  independent  of  tlie  purchases  and 
importations  effected  by  some  banking  institutions.  A 
few  of  the  deposite  banks,  as  he  had  understood,  had 
ordered  importations  to  the  amount  of  four  or  five  mil- 
lions.  The  Government  had  ordered  home  the  French 
and  Neapolitan  indemnities  in  gold,  the  total  of  which 
will  be  seven  millions.  An  equal  sum  of  seven  millions 
had  been  coined  at  our  mint  under  the  new  law;  and 
the  native  southern  mines  were  promising  a  good  pro- 
duct. There  could  be  no  doubt,  with  the  slightest  ex- 
ertion on  the  part  of  the  banks,  that  one  half  of  the 
specie  currency  of  the  Union  might  be  gold  in  the 
course  of  the  ensuing  year.  It  must  be  nearly  twenty 
millions  when  President  Jackson  goes  out  of  service. 
The  whole  specie  currency  was  computed  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  at  64,000,000  at  the  end  of  the 
last  year.  It  is  probably  increased  to  70,000,000,  and 
ought  to  be  increased  to  100,000,000.  The  limitation 
of  twenty  dollars  in  the  size  of  notes,  and  the  compul- 
sory obligation  on  the  banks  to  pay  one  half  in  gold, 
would  certainly  and  quickly  augment  our  specie  cur- 
rency to  100,000,000.  We  have  already  doubled  it  in 
two  years;  for  it  was  computed  at  about  30,000,000  at 
the  time  of  the  panic  in  1834.  War  upon  small  notes 
and  the  introduction  of  gold  has  made  this  great  in- 
crease. A  vigorous  prosecution  of  that  war,  and  further 
measures  for  the  protection  of  gold,  will  certainly  add 
thirty  millions  more  in  a  short  time. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  here  wished  to  fix  the  attention  of 
those  who  were  in  favor  of  a  respectable  paper  curren- 
cy— a  currency  of  respectable  sized  notes  of  twenty  dol- 
lars and  upwards — on  the  great  fact,  that  the  larger  the 
specie  basis,  the  larger  and  safer  would  be  the  super- 
structure  of  paper  which  rested  upon  it;  the  smaller 
that  specie  basis,  the  smaller  and  more  unsafe  must  be 
the  paper  wh^ch  rested  on  it.  The  currency  of  Eng- 
land is  $300,000,000,  to  wit:  £8,000,000  sterling  (near 
$40,000,000)  in  silver;  £22,000,000  sterling  (above 
$100,000,000)  in  gold;  and  about  £30,000.000  sterling 
(near  $150,000,000)  in  bank  notes.  The  currency  of 
the  United  SUtes  is  difficult  to  be  ascertained,  from  the 
multitude  of  banks,  and  the  incessant  ebb  and  flow  of 
their  issues:  calculations  vary;  but  all  put  the  paper  cir- 
culation at  less  than  100,000,000;  and  the  proportion  of 
specie  and  paper,  at  more  than  one  half  paper.  This  is 
agreed  upon  all  hands,  and  is  sufficient  for  the  practical 
result,  that  an  increase  of  our  specie  to  100,000,000, 
and  the  suppression  of  small  notes,  will  give  a  larger 
total  circulation  than  we  now  have,  and  a  safer  one. 
The  total  circulation  may  then  be  200,000,000,  in  the 
proportions  of  half  paper  and  half  specie;  and  the  spe* 
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cie,  half  gold  and  half  silver.  This  would  be  an  tm- 
inense  improvement  upon  our  present  condition,  both 
in  quantitv  and  in  quality;  the  paper  part  would  become 
respectable  from  the  suppression  ot  notes  under  twenty 
dollars,  which  are  of  no  profit  except  to  the  banks  which 
issue  them,  and  the  counterfeiters  who  imitate  therot 
the  specie  part  would  be  equally  improved  by  becoming 
one  half  gold. 

Mr.  B.  could  not  quit  this  important  point,  namely, 
the  practicability  of  soon  obtaining  a  specie  currency  of 
100,000,000,  and  the  one  half  gold,  without  giving  other 
proofs  to  show  the  facility  with  which  it  has  been  every 
where  done  when  attempted  He  referred  to  our  own 
history  immediately  aRer  the  Revolution,  when  the  dis- 
appearance of  paper  money  was  instantly  followed,  as  if 
by  magic,  by  the  appearance  of  gold  and  silver;  to 
France,  where  the  energy  of  the  great  Napoleon,  then 
first  consul,  restored  an  abundant  supply  of  gold  and 
silver  in  one  year;  to  England,  where  the  acquisition  of 
gold  was  at  the  rate  of  $24,000,000  per  annum  for  four 
years  after  the  notes  under  five  pounds  were  ordered  to 
be  suppressed;  and  he  referred  with  triumph  to  our 
own  present  history,  when,  in  defiance  of  an  immense 
and  powerful  political  and  moneyed  combination  against 
gold,  we  will  have  acquired  about  20,000,000  of  that  metal 
in  the  two  concluding  years  of  President  Jackson's  ad- 
ministration. Resting  upon  the  general  notoriety  of  the 
facts  which  he  had  stated  relative  to  the  rapid  and  easy 
acquisition  of  gold  in  all  the  instances  referred  to,  he 
would  economize  time,  and  adduce  proof  in  one  instance 
only,  that  of  England  in  1819,  aRer  the  suppression  of 
the  one  and  two  pound  notes,  and  the  resumption  of 
gold  payments.  Of  many  authors  at  hand,  he  would 
use,  for  its  brevity  and  precision,  the  statement  of  Mr. 
Gallatin  (Dec.  1830)  in  his  Es^y  upon  Banks  and  Cur- 
rency: 

**  For  the  same  reasons,  any  accidental  inequality  in 
tlie  distribution  of  the  precious  metals  amongst  the  sev- 
eral countries,  in  proportion  to  their  respective  wants, 
is  ujpmptly  and  easily  repaired;  and  any  extraordinary 
demand  from  a  particular  country  met  without  difficulty, 
or  sensibly  affecting  the  price  of  the  metal  required. 
The  general  supply  or  stock  on  hand  is  alwavs  suracient 
to  meet  such  demand,  and  the  expenses  and  charges  of 
transportation  are,  on  account  of  the  greater  value  of  an 
equal  bulk,  far  less  than  those  of  any  other  commodity — 
hardly  ever  exceeding,  in  time  of  peace,  one  per  cent, 
on  the  value,  even  when  brought  /rum  the  most  distant 
countries  of  the  civilized  world .  During  the  four  years 
which  immediately  followed  the  resumption  of  specie 
payments  in  England,  that  occurrence  occasioned  an  ex- 
traordinary demand  of  more  than  j£30,000,000  sterling 
m  gold,  (about  $100,000,000,  to  be  supplied  in  four 
years,)  or  about  $24,000,000  per  annum;  being  three 
times  as  much  as  the  annual  supply  of  that  metal;  and 
this  demand  was  met  without  any  difficulty,  or  sensibly 
flflfecting  the  price  of  gold." 

Mr.  B.  held  this  testimony  to  be  entirely  conclusive 
of  the  perfect  facility  and  extreme  promptitude  with 
which  any  commercial  nation  can  supply  itself  with  a 
gold  currency.  He  would  quote  from  the  same  author 
a  paragraph  on  the  means  of  increasing  the  specie  cir- 
culation of  the  United  States: 

**  We  perceive  but  two  means  of  enlarging  the  circu- 
lating metallic  currency:  1.  The  suppression  of  small 
notes.  2.  I'he  measures  necessary  to  bring  gold  ag^in 
into  circulation." 

*«The  first  measure  is  that  which,  after  long  experi- 
ence, a  most  deliberate  investigation,  and  notwithstand- 
ing a  strenuous  opposition  by  the  parties  interested,  has 
been  finally  adopted  and  persevered  in  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain.  By  the  suppression  of  all  notes 
of  a  denomination  less  than  five  pounds  sterling  (twenty- 


four  dollars)  in  P.ngland,  Wales,  and  Ireland,  the  ajnount 
of  the  circulating  metallic  currency  has  become  equil 
to  that  of  bank  notes  of  ever}'  description.  The  metii- 
lie  currency  consists  of  eight  millions  sterling  in  sivtr, 
(which  is  not  a  tender  in  any  payment  exceeding  furty 
shillings,)  and  in  twenty -two  millions  sterling  in  goU. 
This  measure  (suppression  of  notes  under  five  pounds) 
has  given  a  better  security  against  fluctuations  in  the 
currency,  and  a  renewal  of  the  auspenaion  of  specie  psy- 
ments,  than  had  been  enjoyed  during  the  thirty  prece- 
ding years.  In  France,  where  the  Bank  of  Frsnce  is 
alone  authorized  to  issue  bank  notes,  and  none  of  a 
denomination  leas  than  500  francs,  its  circulation  of  notn 
hardly  ever  reaches  iB10,000,000  sterling,  or  about  one 
tenth  part  of  the  currency  of  the  country." 

Mr.  B.  having  read  this  paragraph  from  Mr.  Galbtin, 
relative  to  the  suppression  of  small  notes,  to  show  the 
effect  of  the  first  step  towards  enlarging  the  specie  bisisof 
the  currency,  also  referred  to  other  passages  relative  to 
the  next  step,  that  of  bringing  back  gold  intocircuij- 
tion.  The  only  measure  for  restoring  this  metal,  in  hi- 
dition  to  the  suppression  of  small  notea  mentioned  \yj 
Mr.  Gallatin,  was  that  of  correcting  the  erroneous 
standard  of  our  gold,  that  of  15  to  1  of  silver.  Tb;it 
has  been  done,  and  the  standard  raised  higher  than  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Gallatin;  but  the  effect  desired  is  not  yet 
produced;  gold  is  not  yet  in  common  and  genersl  use. 
An  additional  measure  is  therefore  necessary,  and  th^t 
is  a  compulsory  obligation  on  all  the  banks  to  pay  their 
notes  in  gold  and  stiver,  one  half  each — the  demander 
to  have  the  first  choice,  the  bank  the  second.  At  the 
time  that  Mr.  Gallatin  wrote  (1830)  three  measures 
were  necessary  to  bring  back  gold  into  circulation:  1st. 
Suppression  of  notes  under  twenty  dollars;  2d.  Correc- 
tion of  the  erroneous  standard  of  gold;  and,  5d.  Cooi- 
pulsory  obligation  on  banks  to  pay  gold.  One  of  these 
measures,  a  correction  of  the  standard,  has  been  adopt- 
ed, and  lias  partially  restored  gold;  but  its  effect  wi!l 
be  transient  and  inadequate  unless  the  other  two  sre 
added. 

Mr.  B.  took  leave  of  this  important  and  all-essential 
point,  (the  suppression  of  bank  notes  below  twenty  dol- 
lars,) with  bringing  to  the  memory  of  the  Senate  two 
most  pertinent  and  weighty  recollections — one  founded 
upon  the  action  of  the  Senate  itself,  the  other  on  the 
recommendation  of  President  Jackson.  Four  years 
ago,  at  the  veto  session,  and  when  a  modified  recharter 
passed  both  Houses  in  favor  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars  was  agreed  upon  as  the 
minimum  size  of  the  notes  to  be  issued  under  the  re* 
newed  charter.  The  proceedings  of  the  Senate  on  this 
point  appear  thus  in  Gales  &  Seaton's  Register  of  De- 
bates for  Monday,  the  28th  of  May,  1832: 

'*  The  Senate  then  again  proceeded  to  connder  the 
bill  to  modify  and  continue  the  charter  of  the  Bank  uf 
the  United  States.  The  question  being  on  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  Mr.  Webstxb,  being  in  substance: 

*«  1st.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  when  di- 
rected by  the  President,  have  the  power  to 'purchase 
additional  stock  in  the  bank  to  an  amount  not  exceed- 
ing three  millions;  and, 

«  2d.  That  it  should  not  be  lawful  for  the  bank,  after 
the  4lh  day  of  Marcb»  1636,  to  Issue  any  notes  of  a  le^ 
value  than  —  dollars. 

**  Mr.  Webster  said  a  few  words  in  defence  of  h'^ 
second  amendment,  which  imposed  no  restriction  until 
after  the  expiration  of  the  present  charter.  The  effect 
of  his  proposition  would  be  to  introduce  more  specie 
into  circuUtion,  and  to  banish  the  small  notes  with  which 
the  country  is  inundated.  He  moved  to  fill  the  blank 
with  ten  dollars,  but  expressed  his  willingness  to  rote 
for  a  higher  restriction  if  any  Senatcr  should  move  it." 

••Mr.   BzHTOR  would  propose  twenty  dolUra>    H* 
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wished  (he  basis  of  circulatiun  throughout  the  country 
to  be  in  hard  money.  Farmers,  laborers,  and  market 
people,  ought  to  receive  their  payments  in  hard  money. 
They  ought  not  to  be  put  to  the  risk  of  receiving  bank 
notes  in  all  their  small  dealings.  They  are  no  judges 
of  good  or  bad  notes.  Counterfeits  are  sure  to  fall  up- 
on their  hands;  and  the  whole  business  of  counterfeiting 
was  mainly  directed  to  such  notes  as  they  handle — those 
under  twenty  dollars." 

"  After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Foot  and  Mr,  Chim- 
B£as,  the  question  was  taken  on  filling  the  blank  with 
twenty  dollars)  when  it  was  agreed  to,  and  the  amend- 
ment, thus  shaped,  was  concurred  in." 

This  was  one  of  the  recollections  wliich  Mr.  B.  wished 
to  bring  to  the  mind  of  the  Senate;  the  other  was,  that 
President  Jackson,  in  his  last  annual  message  to  Con- 
frress,  had  fixed  upon  twenty  dollars  as  the  minimum 
size  of  bank  notes  which  ought  to  be  tolerated. 

Mr.  B.  took  this  occasion  to  express  his  regret  that 
the  true  idea  of  banks  seemed  to  be  lost  in  this  country, 
and  that  here  we  had  but  little  conception  of  a  bank, 
except  as  an  issuer  of  currency.  A  bank  of  discount 
ind  deposite,  in  contradistinction  to  a  bank  of  circula- 
tion, is  hardly  thought  of  in  the  United  States;  and  it 
may  be  news  to  some  bank  projectors,  who  suppose 
that  nothing  can  be  done  without  banks  to  issue  mdlions 
or  paper,  to  learn  that  the  great  bankers  in  London  and 
Paris,  and  other  capitals  of  Europe,  issue  no  paper; 
and,  still  more,  it  may  be  news  to  them  to  learn  that 
Liverpool  and  Manchester,  two  cities  which  happen  to 
dn  about  as  much  business  as  a  myriad  of  such  cities  as 
litis  our  Washington  put  together,  also  happen  to  have 
no  banks  to  issue  currency  for  them.  They  use  money 
and  bills  of  exchange,  and  have  banks  of  discount  and 
depoMte,  but  no  banks  of  circulation.  Mr.  Gallatin,  in 
liis  Essay  upon  Currency,  thus  speaks  of  them: 

"  There  are,  however,  even  in  England,  where  in- 
corporated country  banks  issuing  paper  are  as  numer- 
ous, and  have  been  attended  with  the  same  advan- 
t-tges  and  the  same  evils,  as  our  country  banks,  some 
extensive  districts,  highly  industrious  and  prosperous, 
where  no  such  bank  does  exist,  and  where  that  want  is 
supplied  by  bills  of'excliange  drawn  on  London.  This 
IS  the  case  in  Lancashire,  which  includes  Liverpool  and 
Manchester,  and  where  such  bills,  drawn  at  ninety  days 
J*ficr  date,  arc  endorsed  by  each  successive  holder,  and 
circulate  through  nunnerous  persons  before  they  reach 
tiieir  ultimate  destination,  and  are  paid  by  the  drawee." 

Mr.  B.  greatly  regretted  that  such  banks  as  those  in 
Liverpool  and  Manchester  were  not  in  vogue  in  the 
Ignited  States.  They  were  the  right  kind  of  banks. 
They  did  great  good,  and  were  wholly  free  from  mis- 
chief. They  lent  money;  they  kept  money;  they  trans- 
ferred credits  on  books;  they  bought  and  sold  bills  of 
exchange;  and  these  bills,  circulating  through  many 
hands,  and  endorsed  by  each,  answered  the  purpose  of 
large  bank  notes,  without  their  dangers,  and  became 
stronger  every  time  they  were  passed.  To  the  banks  it 
was  a  profitable  business  to  sell  them,  because  they  got 
both  exchange  and  interest.  To  the  commercial  com- 
munity they  were  convenient,  both  as  a  remittance  and 
as  funds  in  hand.  To  the  community  they  were  en- 
tirely safe.  Banks  of  discount  and  deposite  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  issuing  no  currency,  and  issuing  no  bank 
note  except  of  $100  and  upwards,  and  dealing  in  ex- 
change, would  t^e  entitled  to  the  favor  and  confidence 
of  the  people  and  of  the  Federal  Government.  Such 
banks  only  should  be  the  depositories  of  the  public  mo- 
nevg. 

It  is  the  faculty  of  issuing  paper  currency  which 
makes  banks  dangerous  to  the  country,  and  the  height 
to  which  this  danger  has  risen  in  the  United  States,  and 
the  progress  which  it  is  making,  should  rouse  and  alarm 


the  whole  community.     It  is  destroying  all  standard  of 
value.     It  is  subjecting  the  country  to  demoralizing  and 
ruinous  fluctuations  of  price.     It  is  making  a  lottery  of 
property,  and  making  merchandise  of  money,  which 
has  to  be  bought  by  the  ticket  holders  in  the  great  lot- 
tery at  two  and  three  per  cent,  a  month.     It  is  equiva- 
lent to  the  destruction  of  weights  and  measures,  and 
fike  buying  and  selling,  without  counting,  weighing, 
or  measuring.     It  is  the  realization,  in  a  different  form, 
of  the  debasement  and  arbitrary  alteration  of  the  value 
of  coins  practised  by  the  Kings  of  Europe  in  former 
ages,  and  now  by  the  Sultan  of  Turkey.     It  is  extin- 
guishing the  idea  of  fixed,  moderate,  annual  interest. 
Great  duties  are  thus  imposed  upon  the  legislator;  and 
the  first  of  these  duties  is  to  revive  and  favor  the  class 
of  banks  of  discount  and  deposite;  banks  to  make  loans, 
keep  money,  transfer  credits  on  books,  buy  and  sell  ex- 
change, deal  in  bullion,  but  to  issue  no  paper.     This 
class  of  banks  should  be  revived  and  favored;  and  the 
United  States  could  easily  revive  them  by  confiding  to 
them  the  public  dcposites.     The  next   great  duty  of 
the  legislator  is  to  limit  the  issues  of  banks  of  circula- 
tion, and  make  them  indemnify  the  community  in  some 
little  degree,  by  refunding,  in  annual  taxes,  some  part 
of  their  undue  gains. 

The  progress  of  the  banking  business  is  alarming  and 
deplorable  in  the  United  Slates.  It  is  now  computed 
that  there  are  750  banks  and  their  branches  in  opera- 
tion, all  having  authority  to  issue  currency,  and,  what  is 
worse,  all  that  currency  is  receivable  by  the  Federal 
Government.  The  quantity  of  chartered  bank  capital, 
a^  it  is  called,  is  estimated  at  near  $800,000,000;  the 
amount  of  this  capital  reported  by  the  banks  to  have 
been  paid  in  is  about  $300,000,000;  and  the  quantity  of 
paper  money  which  they  are  authorized  by  their  char- 
ters to  issue  is  about  $750,000,000.  How  much  of 
this  is  actually  issued  can  never  be  known  with  ahy  pre- 
cision; for  such  are  the  fluctuations  in  the  amount  of  a 
paper  currency,  flowing  from  750  fountains,  that  the 
calculation  of  one  day  cannot  be  relied  upon  for  the 
next.  The  amount  of  capital,  reported  to  be  paid 
in,  IS,  however,  well  ascertained,  and  that  is  fixed  at 
$300,000,000.  This,  upon  its  face,  and  without  re- 
course  to  any  other  evidence,  is  proof  that  our  banking 
system,  as  a  whole,  is  unsolid  and  delusive,  and  a  fright- 
ful imposition  upon  the  people.  Nothing  but  specie 
can  form  the  capital  of  a  bank;  there  are  not  above  sixty 
or  seventy  millions  of  specie  in  the  country,  and,  of  that, 
the  banks  have  nut  the  one  half.  Thirty  millions  in 
specie  is  the  extent;  the  renoainder  of  the  capital  must 
have  been  made  up  of  that  undefinable  material  called 
•'specie  funds,"  or  "funds  equivalent  to  specie,"  the 
fallacy  of  which  is  established  by  the  facts  already 
stateci,  and  which  show  that  all  the  specie  in  the  country 
put  together  is  not  suflicient  to  meet  the  one  fifth  part 
of  these  *'  specific  funds,"  or  "  funds  equivalent  to 
specie."  The  equivalent,  then,  does  not  exist!  credit 
alone  exists;  and  any  general  attempt  to  realize. these 
''specie  funds,"  and  turn  them  into  specie,  would  ex- 
plode the  whole  banking  system,  and  cover  the  country 
with  ruin.  There  may  be  some  solid  and  substantial 
banks  in  the  country,  and  undoubtedly  there  are  bettei; 
and  worse  among  them;  but  as  a  whole — and  it  is  in 
that  point  of  view  the  community  is  interested — as  a 
whole,  the  system  is  unsolid  and  delusive!  and  there  is 
no  safety  for  the  country  until  great  and  radical  reforms 
are  effected. 

The  burdens  which  these  750  banks  impose  upon  the 
people  were  then  briefly  touched  by  Mr.  B.  It  was  a 
great  field,  which  he  had  not  time  to  explore,  but  which 
could  nor,  in  justice,  be  entirely  passed  by.  First, 
thete  were  the  salaries  and  fees  of  750  sets  of  bank  of- 
ficers: presidents,  cashiers,  clerks,  messengers,  notaries 
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public  to  protest  notet,  and  attorneys  to  sue  on  them; 
all  these  had  salaries,  and  good  salaries,  paid  by  the 
people,  though  the  people  had  no  hand  in  fixing  these 
salaries (  next,  the  profits  to  the  stockholders,  which,  at 
an  average  of  ten  per  centum  gross,  would  give  thirty 
millions  of  dollars,  all  levied  upon  the  people;  then 
esme  the  profits  to  the  brokers,  first  cousins  to  the 
bankers,  for  changing  notes  for  money,  or  for  other 
notes  at  par;  then  the  gain  to  the  banks  and  their 
friends  on  speculations  in  property,  merchandise,  pro- 
duce, and  stocks,  during  the  periodical  visitations  of  the 
expsnsions  and  contractions  of  the  currency;  then  the 
gain  from  the  wear  and  tear  of  notes,  which  is  so  much 
loss  to  the  people;  and,  finally,  the  great  chapter  of 
counterfeiting,  which,  without  being  profitable  to  the 
bank,  is  a  great  burden  to  the  people,  on  whose  hands 
all  the  counterfeits  sink.  I'he  amount  of  these  burdens 
be  could  not  compute;  but  there  wss  one  item  about 
which  there  was  no  dispute — the  salaries  to  the  officers 
and  the  profits  to  the  stockholders — and  this  presented 
an  array  of  names  more  numerous,  and  an  amount  of 
money  more  excessive,  than  was  to  be  found  in  the 
'*  Blue  Book,"  with  the  Army  and  Navy  R«'gister  in- 
clusive. 

Mr.  B.  said  this  was  a  faint  sketch  of  the  burdens  of 
the  banking  system  aa  carried  on  in  the  United  States, 
where  every  bank  is  a  coiner  of  paper  currency,  and 
where  every  town,  in  some  States,  must  have  its  t>anks 
of  circulation,  while  such  cities  as  Liverpool  and  Man- 
cheater  have  no  such  banks,  and  where  the  paper  mo- 
ney of  all  these  machines  receive  wings  to  fly  over  the 
whole  continent,  and  to  infest  (he  whole  land,  from 
their  universal  receivability  by  the  Federal  Government 
in  payment  of  all  duts  at  their  custom-houses,  land  offi- 
ces, post  offices,  and  by  all  the  district  attorneys,  mar- 
ahals,  and  clerks,  employed  under  the  federsl  Judiciary. 
The  improvidence  of  the  States,  in  chartering  such  in- 
stitutions, is  great  and  deplorable;  but  their  error  was 
trifling,  compared  to  the  improvidence  of  the  Federal 
Government  in  taking  the  paper  coinage  of  all  these 
banks  for  the  currency  of  the  Federal  Government, 
inaugre  that  clause  in  the  constitution  which  recognises 
nothing  but  gold  and  silver  for  currency,  and  which 
was  intended  forever  to  defend  and  preserve  this  Union 
from  the  evils  of  paper  money. 

Mr.  B.  averred,  with  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  fact, 
that  the  banking  system  of  the  United  States  was  on  a 
worse  footing  than  it  was  in  any  country  upon  the  face 
of  the  earth;  and  that,  in  addition  to  its  deep  and  dan- 
gerous defects,  it  was  also  the  most  expensive  and  bur- 
densome, and  gave  the  most  undue  advantages  to  one 
part  of  the  community  over  another.  He  liad  no  doubt 
but  that  this  banking  system  was  more  burdensome  to 
the  free  citizens  of  the  United  States  than  ever  the  feu- 
dal system  was  to  the  vtileins,  and  serfi^  and  peasants  of 
Europe.  And  what  did  they  get  in  return  for  this  vast 
burden?  A  pestiferous  currency  of  small  paper!  when 
they  might  have  a  gold  currency  without  paying  inter- 
est, or  suffering  losses,  if  their  banks,  like  those  in 
Liverpool  and  Manchester,  issued  no  currency  except 
as  bills  of  exchange;  or,  like  the  Bank  of  France,  issued 
no  nf»tes  but  those  of  500  and  1,000  francs,  (say  |100 
and  $500;)  or,  even  like  the  Bank  of  England,  issued 
no  note  under  j85  sterling,  and  payable  in  gold.  And 
with  how  much  real  capital  is  this  banking  system,  so 
burdensome  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  carried 
on }  About  ^30,000,000!  Yes;  on  about  30,000,000  of 
specie  rest  the  300,000,000  paid  in,  and  on  which  the  com- 
munity are  paying  interest,  and  giving  profits  to  bank- 
ers, and  blindly  yielding  their  fanh  and  confidence,  as  if 
the  whole  300,000,000  was  a  solid  bed  of  gold  and  sil- 
ver,  instead  of  being,  as  it  is,  one  tenth  part  specie,  and 
ine  tenths  paper  credit! 


Mr.  B.  aaid  the  reform  of  the  banking  system  was  a 
task  as  difficult  as  indispensable.  The  number  and  pow- 
er of  the  banks  was  the  first  great  impediment;  the 
quantity  of  independent  legislation  was  the  next;  but  \\. 
had  been  shown  that  the  whole  was  under  the  pou-er  ti( 
Congress,  and  that  the  Federal  Government  could,  by 
the  collection  of  its  own  revenues,  regulate  the  State 
currencies,  and  bring  them  all  to  the  touchstone  of  gold. 
The  States  themselves  could  eflTcct  the  regulation  by  di- 
rect legislation.  It  is  no  answer  to  say,  **  we  will  if  the 
rest  will."  Let  one  begin,  and  let  it  exclude  fromiU 
borders  all  the  descriptions  of  notes  which  its  own  banks 
are  forbidden  to  issue;  that  State  will  imnMdiately  realtxe 
the  full  benefit  of  its  legislation,  and  others  will  soon  Fol- 
low the  example.  If  they  do  not,  the  benefits  to  the  re- 
formed States  will  be  none  the  less,  but  the  greaterj 
they  will  be  to  the  rest  of  the  States  what  Prance  was  to 
England  during*  the  reign  of  the  one  and  two  pound 
notes;  the  abs^ent  of  their  gold!  Above  all,  Mr.  B. 
aaid,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  should  begin  fint. 
that  Congress  to  whose  guardian  care  b  committed  ttte 
constitution,  which  recognises  nothing  but  gold  and  til  ver 
for  money;  and  here,  in  this  District,  where  Cong'e&> 
sits,  and  has  exclusive  jurisdiction,  is  the  place  to  begin; 
and  now~  the  time,  when  seven  bank  a  in  company  hiu 
knocked  all  at  once  at  our  doors,  and  dennanded,  twice 
and  thrice,  renewed  charters,  without  having  undergone 
the  investigations  which  their  past  conduct  requtrts- 
Here  is  the  place,  this  the  authority,  and  now  the  tiffHf, 
to  begin;  and  as  we  now  act,  so  will  be  the  iafluenceot 
our  example,  for  good  or  for  evil,  throughout  the  entire 
extent  of  the  Union. 

When  Mr.  BawToir  had  concluded — 

Mr.  RING,  of  Alabama,  again  vindicated  the  bill  txA 
the  banks,  and  urged  especially  the  distressing  results 
to  the  District  of  the  failure  of  the  bill,  or  of  any  gre>t 
and  sudden  change  in  the  currency  of  the  Di^rict. 

After  some  farther  remarks  from  Mr.  WALKKR, 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of  tbe 
bill,  and  decided  as  follows: 

Ysis— Messrs.  Black,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  CUy,  Crit- 
tenden, Cuthbert,  Davis,  Ewin£^  of  Ohio,  Goklfiborough, 
Hendricks,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  RmgM, 
Leigh,  Naudain,  Nicholas,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Rives,  South. 
ard.  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tomlinaon,  Walker,  Webster-26. 

Nats— Messrs.  Benton,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  King  of  Geor- 
gia, Linn,  McKean,  Mangum,  Morris,  Niles,  Robinsun, 
Buggies,  Shepley,  Wall,  White,  Wnght*14. 

After  transacting  some  other  business, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


WxDXKSDiT,  Jure  8. 
INDIAN  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr.  WHITE,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  AlTairs, 
reported  the  amendments  of  the  House  to  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  expenses  of  the  Indian  l^^P*^^' 
ment,  for  Indian  annuities,  &c.  Several  of  tbe  amend- 
ments of  the  House  were  concurred  in. 

One  of  the  amendments  of  the  House  was  sn  increase 
of  the  appropriation  for  the  removal  of  the  Creeks, »  w  w 
embrace  the  whole  of  them,  being  about  twenty-onetnw- 
sand,  at  thimy  dollars  a  head.   The  first  estimate  was  tor 
twelve  thousand,  at  a  lower  rate.    It  was  •s^^"'!;! 
chairman  of  the  committee  if  it  was  possible  to  effect  tn 
opemiion  of  removing  the  Creeks  during  the  P**^" 
year,  and  the  reply  was,  that  if  they  could  be  pt  1^0 
tlie  humor,  their  removal  might  be  effected  before  wJ 
next  meeting  of  Congress.  ^ ., 

While  this  antendment  was  pending,  on  motion  o\w. 
CALHOUN,  the  further  consideration  of  the  »ibf«J 
was  arrested,  by  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Calsotk  to  wj 
the  whole  matter  on  the  table;  which  was  agreed  to. 
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INCENDIARY  PUBLICATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CALHOUN,  the  Senate  then  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bill  to  prohibit  deputy  poatmas- 
ters  from  receiving  and  transmitting  certain  papers  de- 
Kribed  therein,  in  the  States  in  which  they  are,  or  may 
be,  prohibited  by  lav. 

[The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  bill: 

Bt  U  enadedt  &<%>  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any 
deputy  postmaster,  in  any  State,  Territory,  or  District 
of  the  United  States,  knowingly  to  deliver  to  any  person 
whatever,  any  pamphlet,  newspaper,  handbill,  or  other 
printed  paper  or  pictorial  representation,  touching  the 
subject  of  slavery,  where,  by  the  laws  of  tlie  said  State, 
Territory,  or  District,  their  circulation  is  prohibited;  and 
any  deputy  postmaster  who  shall  be  guilty  thereof  shall 
be  forthwith  removed  from  office. 

Ssc.  2.  j^nd  be  it  further  enaeied.  That  nothing  in  the 
acts  of  Congress  to  establish  and  regulate  the  Post  Office 
Department  shall  be  construed  to  protect  any  deputy 
postmaster,  mail  carrier,  or  other  officer  or  agent  of  said 
Drpaitment,  who  sliall  knowingly  circulate,  in  any  State, 
Territory,  or  District,  as  aforesaid,  any  such  pamphlet, 
aevspaper,  handbill,  or  other  printed  paper  or  pictorial 
representation,  forbidden  by  the  laws  of  such  State, 
Territory,  or  District. 

Sec.  3.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
taidt  Tliat  the  deputy  postmasters  of  the  offices  where 
the  pamphlets,  newspapers,  handbills,  or  other  printed 
papers  or  pictorial  representations  aforesaid,  may  arrive 
for  delivery,  sliall,  under  the  instructions  of  the  Post- 
master General,  from  time  to  time  give  notice  of  the 
same,  6o  that  they  may  be  withdrawn  by  the  person 
who  deposited  them  originally  to  be  mailed »  and  if  the 
same  ahall  not  be  withdrawn  in  one  month  tbereai\er, 
shall  be  burnt  or  otherwise  destroyed.] 

The  question  being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill— > 

Mr.  WEBSTER  addressed  the  Senate  at  length  in 
opposition  to  the  bill,  commencing  his  argument  against 
what  he  contended  was  its  vagueness  and  obscurity,  in 
not  sufficiently  defining  what  were  the  publications  the 
circulation  of  which  it  intended  to  prohibit.  Tlie  bill 
provided  that  it  should  not  be  lawful  for  any  deputy  post- 
master, in  any  State,  Territory,  or  District  of  the  United 
States,  knowingly  to  deliver  to  any  person  whatever, 
any  pamphlet,  newspaper,  handbill,  or  other  printed 
paper  or  pictorial  representation,  touching  the  subject 
ur  slavery,  where,  by  the  laws  of  the  said  State,  District, 
or  Territory,  their  circulation  was  prohibited.  Under 
this  provision,  Mr.  W.  contended  that  it  was  impossible 
to  say  what  publications  might  not  be  prohibited  from 
circulation.  No  matter  what  was  the  publication,  whether 
for  or  against  slavery,  if  it  touched  the  subject  in  any 
shape  or  form,  it  would  fall  under  the  prohibition.  Even 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States  might  be  prohibited  i 
and  the  person  who  was  clothed  with  the  power  to  judge 
in  this  delicate  matter  was  one  of  the  deputy  postmasters, 
who,  notwithsUnding  the  difficulties  with  which  he  was 
encompassed  in  ctming  to  a  correct  decision,  must  de- 
ci<le  correctly,  under  pain  of  being  removed  from  office. 
It  would  be  necessary,  also,  he  said,  for  the  deputy  post- 
"tasters  referred  to  in  this  bill  to  make  themselves  ac- 
quainted with  all  tlie  various  laws  passed  by  the  States, 
touching  the  subject  of  sUvery,  and  to  decide  on  them, 
no  matter  how  variant  they  might  be  with  each  other. 
Mr.  W.  also  contended  that  the  bill  conflicted  with  that 
provision  in  the  constkution  which  prohibited  Congress 
from  passing  any  law  to  abridge  the  freedom  of  speech 
or  of  the  press.  What  was  the  liberty  of  the  press.'  he 
^ked.  It  was  the  liberty  of  printing  as  well  as  the  lib- 
erty of  publishing,  in  all  the  ordinary  modes  of  publica- 
tion; and  was  not  the  circulation  of  papers  through  the 
BDAila  an  ordinary  mode  of  publication.'    He  was  afraid 


that  they  were  in  some  danger  of  taking  a  step  in  this 
matter  that  they  might  hereafter  have  cause  to  regret, 
by  its  being  contended  that  whatever  in  this  bill  applies 
to  publications  touching  slavery,  applies  to  other  publi- 
cations that  the  States  might  think  proper  to  prohibit; 
and  Congress  might,  under  this  example,  be  called  upon 
to  pass  laws  to  suppress  the  circulation  of  political,  reli- 
gious, or  any  other  description  of  publications  which 
produced  excitement  in  the  States.  Was  this  bill  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  general  force  and  temper  of  the  con- 
stitution and  its  amendments'  It  was  not  in  accordance 
with  that  provision  of  the  instrument  under  which  the 
freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press  was  secured.  What- 
ever laws  the  State  Legislatures  might  pass  on  the  sub- 
ject, Congress  was  restrained  from  legislating  in  any 
manner  whatever,  with  regard  to  the  press.  It  would  ^ 
be  admitted,  that  if  a  newspaper  came  directed  to  him, 
he  had  a  property  in  it;  and  how  could  any  man,  then, 
take  that  property  and  burn  it  without  due  form  of  law? 
and  he  did  not  know  how  this  newspaper  could  be  pro- 
nounced an  unlawful  publication,  and  having  no  proper- 
ty in  it,  without  a  legal  trial. 

Mr.  W.  argued  against  the  right  to  examine  into  the 
nature  of  publications  sent  to  the  post  office,  and  said 
that  the  right  of  an  individual  in  his  papers  was  secured 
to  him  in  every  free  country  in  the  world.  In  England, 
it  was  expressly  provided  that  the  papers  of  the  subject 
riiall  be  free  from  all  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures 
— language,  he  said,  to  be  found  in  our  constitution. 
This  principle  established  in  England,  so  essential  to 
liberty,  had  been  followed  out  in  France,  where  the 
right  of  printing  and  publishing  was  secured  in  the 
fullest  extent;  the  individual  publishing  being  amenable 
to  the  laws  for  what  he  published ;  and  every  man 
printed  and  published  what  he  pleased,  at  his  peril. 
Mr.  W.  went  on  at  some  length  to  show  that  the  bill 
was  contrary  to  that  provision  of  the  constitution  which 
prohibits  Congress  to  pass  any  law  abridging  the  free- 
dom of  speech  or  of  the  press. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that,  as  he  had  voted  for  the 
engrossment  of  this  bill,  and  should  vote  fur  its  final 
passage,  he  felt  himself  bound  to  defend  and  justify  his 
vote  against  the  argument  of  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.  WxBSTsa.]  In  doing  so,  he  would  imi- 
tate that  Senator,  if  in  no  other  respect,  at  least  in  being 
brief. 

It  is  indispensable  to  the  clear  and  distinct  understand- 
ing of  any  argument,  to  know  precisely  what  is  the 
question  under  discussion.  Without  this  knowledge, 
we  cannot  tell  whether  in  any  or  in  what  degree  the  ar- 
gument is  applicable  to  the  subject.  What,  then,  is  the 
naked  question  now  under  discussion,  stripped  of  all 
the  mist  which  has  been  cast  around  ii.'  This  bill  em- 
braced but  a  single  principle,  though  this  principle  was 
carried  out  through  three  sections.  It  provides  that 
deputy  postmasters,  within  the  limits  of  such  slavehold- 
ing  States  as  have  found  it  necessary  for  their  own 
safety  to  pass  laws  making  it  penal  to  circulate  inflamnui- 
tory  publications  and  pictorial  representations,  calculated 
to  excite  the  slaves  to  insurrection,  shall  not  be  protect- 
ed by  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  in  violating  these 
State  laws.  Postmasters  within  these  States,  who  shall 
knowingly  distribute  such  publications,  are  liable  to  be 
removed  from  office.  The  bill  also  provides  that  the 
post  office  laws  of  tlie  United  States  shall  not  protect 
postmasters,  mail  carriers,  or  other  officers  or  agents  of 
the  Department,  who  shall  knowingly  circulate  such  in- 
cendiary publications,  from  the  penalties  denounced 
against  this  offence  under  the  laws  of  the  States.  This 
is  the  spirit  and  principle  of  the  bill.  It  does  no  more 
than  to  withdraw  the  protection  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  establishing  the  Post  Office  Department,  from 
postmasters  and  other  agents  of  this  Government  who 
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tfhall  wUfully  transgress  State  laws  deemed  absolutely 
necessary  to  secure  the  States,  within  which  they  exists 
from  servile  insurrection. 

This  bill  did  not  affect,  in  the  slightest  degree,  any  of 
the  non'Slaveholding  States.  Neither  did  it  apply  to  any 
of  the  slaveholding  States,  except  those  within  whicii 
the  danger  of  insurrection  had  become  so  imminent  as 
to  compel  them  to  pass  laws  of  the  character  referred  to 
ill  the  bill. 

Of  the  policy  and  justice  of  passing  such  a  bill  he 
could  not  doubt,  provided  we  possess  tlie  power.  No 
person  would  contend  that  this  Government  ought  to  be- 
come the  instrument  of  exciting  insurrection  within  any 
of  the  States,  unless  we  were  constrained  to  pursue  this 
courM  by  an  overruling  constitutional  necessity.  The 
question  then  is.  Does  any  such  necessity  exist?  Are  we 
bound  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  through 
our  post  offices,  1o  circulate  publications  among  the 
slaves,  the  direct  tendency  of  which  is  to  excite  their  pat' 
sions  and  rouse  them  to  Insurrection?  Have  we  no  power 
to  stay  our  hand  in  any  case?  Kven  if  a  portion  of  thi^ 
Union  were  in  a  state  of  open  rebellion  agam^t  the  United 
States,  must  we  aid  and  assist  the  rebels,  by  communica- 
thig-  to  them,  through  our  Post  Office  Department,  such 
publications  and  information  as  may  encourage  and  pro- 
mote their  designs  against  the  vefy  existence  of  the  con- 
federacy itself?  if  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
has  placed  us  in  this  deplorable  condition,  we  must  yield 
to  its  mandates,  no  matter  what  may  be  the  conse- 
quences. 

Mr.  B.  did  not  believe  that  the  constitution  placed  us 
in  any  such  position.  Our  power  over  the  malls  was  as 
broad  and  general  as  any  words  in  the  English  language 
could  confer.  The  constitution  declares  that  '*  Congress 
shall  have  power  to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads." 
This  is  the  only  provision  which  it  contains  touching  the 
subject.  After  the  establishment  of  these  post  offices 
and  post  roads,  who  shall  decide  upon  the  purposes  for 
which  they  shall  be  used?  He  answered,  Congress,  and 
Congress  alone.  I'here  was  no  limitation,  no  restriction 
whatever,  upon  our  discretion  contained  in  the  bond. 
We  have  the  power  to  decide  what  shall  and  what  shall 
not  be  carried  in  the  mail,  and  what  shall  be  the  rates  of 
postage.  He  freely  admitted  that,  unless  in  extreme 
cases,  where  the  safety  of  the  republic  was  Involved,  we 
should  never  c  xerclse  this  power  of  discrimination  be- 
tween what  papers  should  and  should  not  be  circulated 
through  the  mail.  The  conslitution,  however,  has  con* 
ferred  upon  us  liiis  general  power,  probably  for  the  very 
purpose  of  meeting  these  extreme  cases;  snd  it  is  one 
which,  from  its  delicate  nature,  we  shall  not  be  likely  to 
abuse. 

He  difTered  entirely  from  the  report  of  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhoun,]  as  to  the  source 
whence  the  power  was  derived  to  pass  this  bill.  No 
action  of  the  State  Leglblatures  could  either  confer  it  or 
take  it  away.  It  was  perfect  and  complete  in  itself  un- 
der the  federal  constitution,  or  it  liad  no  existence.  With 
that  Senator  he  entirely  concurred  in  opinion,  that  the 
sedition  law  was  clearly  unconstitutional.  Congress  have 
no  power  to  abridge  the  freedom  of  the  press,  or  to  pass 
any  law  to  prevent  or  to  punish  any  publication  what- 
ever. He  understood  the  freedom  of  the  press  to  me!tn 
precisely  what  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  had 
stated.  But  does  it  follow,  as  the  gentleman  contends, 
that  because  we  have  no  power  over  the  press,  that 
tiierefore  we  are  bound  to  carry  and  distribute  any 
thing  and  every  thing  which  may  proceed  from  it,  even 
if  it  should  be  calculated  to  stir  up  insurrection  or  to 
destroy  the  Government '  So  far  as  this  Government  is 
concerned,  every  person  may  print,  and  publish,  and 
circulate,  whatever  he  pleases;  but  are  we  therefore 
impelled  to  become  his  agents,  ami  to  circulate  for 


him  every  thing  he  nuiy  clioos'5  to  publish?  Tills  is  tlie 
question.  Any  gentleman  i;pon  this  floor  may  write 
what  he  thinks  proper  against  my  character;  but  because 
he  can  exercise  this  liberty,  am  I  therefore  bound  to 
carry  and  to  circulate  what  he  has  written  ?  So  any  m< 
dividual  within  the  broad  limits  of  this  Union,  without 
previous  restraint  and  without  danger  of  punishmeat 
from  the  Federal  Government,  may  publish  what  is  cal- 
culated to  aid  and  assist  the  enemies  of  the  country  io* 
open  war;  but  does  it  follow,  as  a  necessary  conse- 
quence, that  this  very  Government  is  bound  to  carry  snd 
circulate  such  publications  through  its  mails?  A  more 
perfect  non  gequUur  never  bad  been  presented  to  his 
mirid.  It  was  one  thing  not  to  restrain  or  punish  pub- 
lications; it  was  another  and  an  entirely  different  tbin^f 
to  carry  and  circulate  them  after  tliey  have  been  pub- 
lished. The  one  is  merely  passive,  the  other  is  acliTC. 
It  was  one  thing  to  leave  our  citizens  entirely  free  to 
print  and  publish  and  circulate  what  they  pleased,  and 
it  was  another  thing  to  call  upon  us  to  aid  in  their  cir- 
culation. From  the  prohibition  to  make  any  law 
**  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press,"  «t 
could  never  be  inferred  that  we  must  provide  by  Uw 
for  the  circulation  through  the  post  office  of  every  ihiog 
which  the  press  might  publish.  And. yet  this  is  the  ar- 
gument both  of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  and  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina.  If  this  argument  were 
well  founded,  it  was  very  clear  to  his  mind,  that  no  Suie 
law  could  confer  upon  Congress  any  power  to  pas»  this 
bill.  We  derived  our  powers  from  the  federal  constiio- 
tion,  and  from  that  alone.  If  under  ita  provision^i  ue 
had  no  authority  to  pass  the  bill,  we  could  derive  no 
such  authority  from  the  laws  of  the  States. 

Why,  then,  did  Mr.  B.  vote  for  a  bill  to  prevent  the 
circulation  of  publications  prohibited  by  State  laws? 
Not  because  we  derived  any  power  from  these  la*>i 
but,  under  the  circumstances,  they  contained  the  best 
rule  to  guide  us  in  deciding  what  publications  were  dan- 
gerous. l*he  States  were  the  best  judges  of  what  was 
necessary  for  their  own  safety  and  protection i  and  they 
would  not  call  for  the  (Passage  of  this  bill,  unless  they  were 
firmly  convinced  that  the  situation  in  which  they  were 
placed  imperiously  demanded  it.  They  were  willing  to 
submit  to  a  great  evil  in  depriving  themselves  of  infor- 
mation which  might  be  valuable  to  them,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  still  greater  evil  that  would  result  from  the 
circulation  of  these  publications  and  pictorial  represen- 
tations among  their  slaves.  Such  a  law  would  not  be 
permitted  to  exist  after  the  necessity  for  it  had  ended. 
He  was  therefore  willing,  upon  this  occasion,  to  refer 
to  the  laws  of  the  States,  not  for  the  purpose  of  confer- 
ring any  power  on  Congress,  but  merely  for  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  publications  which  it  should  be  unlawful  fof 
our  deputy  postmasters  within  these  States  to  circulate. 

This  bill  was  in  strict  conformity  with  the  recommen 
dations  contained  in  the  President's  message  on  this  sub- 
ject, which  had,  he  believed,  found  favor  every  where. 
The  principles  of  this  message,  which  had  been  pro- 
nounced unconstitutional  by  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Calroux,]  had,  be  believed,  been  highly 
commended  in  a  resolution  passed  by  the  I«eglslature  ot 
that  State.  He  would  read  an  extract  from  the  Prcii- 
dent's  message: 

'*  In  connexion  with  these  provisions  in  relation  to 
the  Post  Office  Department,  I  must  also  invite  your  at- 
tention to  the  painful  excitement  produced  in  the  South 
by  attempts  to  circulate  through  the  mails  inflainnutory 
appeals  addressed  to  the  passions  of  the  slaves,  in  prints 
and  in  various  sorts  of  publications,  calculated  to  itimu* 
late  them  to  insurrection,  and  to  produce  all  the  borron 
of  servile  war. 

•«  There  is,  doubtless,  no  respectable  portion  of  our 
countrymen  who  can  be  so  far  misled  as  to  feel  any 
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Other  sentiment  than  that  of  indignant  regret  at  conduct 
so  destructive  of  the  harmony  and  peace  of  the  country, 
and  so  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  our  national  com- 
pact, and  to  the  dictates  of  humanity  and  religion.  Our 
happiness  and  prosperity  essentinlly  depend  upon  peace 
within  our  borders — and  peace  depends  upon  the  main- 
tenance,  in  good  faith,  of  those  compromises  of  the  con- 
stitution upon  which  the  Union  is  founded.  It  is  for- 
tunate for  the  country  that  the  good  sense,  the  generous 
feeling,  and  the  deep-rooted  attachment  of  the  people 
of  the  non-slaveholding  States  to  the  Union,  and  to  their 
fellow-citizens  of  the  same  blood  in  the  South,  have 
given  80  strong  and  impressive  a  tone  to  the  sentiments 
entertained  against  the  proceedings  of  the  misguided 
persons  who  have  engaged  in  these  unconstitutional  and 
Wicked  attempts,  and  especially  against  the  emissaries 
from  foreign  parts  who  have  dared  to  interfere  in  this 
matter,  as  to  authorize  the  hope  that  those  attempts 
Will  no  longer  be  persisted  in.  But  if  these  expressions 
of  tiie  public  will  shall  not  be  sufficient  to  effect  so  desi- 
rable a  result,  not  a  doubt  can  be  entertained  that  the 
non-slaveholding  States,  so  far  from  countenancing  the 
slightest  interference  with  the  constitutional  rights  of  the 
South,  will  be  prompt  to  exercise  their  authority  in  sup- 
pressing, so  far  as  in  them  lies,  whatever  is  calculate^ 
to  produce  this  evil. 

"  In  leaving  the  care  of  other  branches  of  this  inter- 
esting subject  to  the  Slate  authorities,  to  whom  they 
properly  belong,  it  is  nevertheless  proper  for  Congress 
to  take  such  measures  as  will  prevent  the  Post  Office 
Department,  which  was  designed  to  foster  an  amicable 
intercourse  and  correspondence  between  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  confederacy,  from  being  used  as  an  instru- 
ment of  an  opposite  character.  The  General  Govern- 
ment, to  which  the  great  trust  is  confided  of  preserving 
inviolate  the  relations  created  among  the  States  by  the 
constitution,  is  especially  bound  to  avoid,  in  its  own 
action,  any  thing  that  may  disturb  them.  I  would, 
therefore,  call  the  special  attention  of  Congress  to  the 
subject,  and  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  pass- 
ing such  a  law  as  will  prohibit,  imder  severe  penalties, 
the  circulation  in  the  southern  States,  through  the  mail, 
of  incendiary  publications  intended  to  instigate  the  slaves 
to  insurrection." 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Wsbstsr,  Mr.  B.  said  that  he  did 
not  think  there  was  any  vagueness  in  that  part  of  the  bill 
on  which  the  gentleman  had  commented,  except  what 
arose  from  the  nature  of  the  subject.  It  is  vague,  says 
the  gentleman,  because  it  contains  no  description  of  the 
publications  the  circulation  of  which  it  intends  to  pro- 
Ifibit,  except  the  words  **  touching  the  subject  of  sla- 
very." On  this  foundation  he  hud  erected  a  considera- 
ble portion  of  his  argument.  Mr.  B.  acknowledged 
that  if  the  bill  contained  no  other  description  than  this, 
it  would  be  impossible  to  carry  it  into  execution.  But 
this  was  not  the  fact.  The  subsequent  language  restrict- 
ed this  vague  description;  because  it  confined  the  opera- 
tion of  the  bill  to  such  publications  only,  "  touching  the 
subject  of  slavery,"  as  were  prohibited  from  circulation 
by  the  laws  of  the  respective  States. 

We  have  (said  Mr.  B.)  wisely  and  properly  referred, 
for  the  description  of  the  offence,  to  the  laws  of  the  dif- 
ferent States  which  will  be  embraced  by  the  bill.  It 
was  just,  it  was  politic,  it  was  treating  those  States 
with  a  proper  degree  of  respect,  to  make  our  law  con- 
form with  their  laws,  and  thus  to  take  care  that  no  con- 
flict should  arise  between  our  deputy  postmasters  and 
their  State  authorities.  Could  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts himself  make  the  bill  more  explicit^  He 
could  not  do  it,  consistently  with  the  principles  upon 
which  it  was  founded,  without  incorporating  into  its 
provisions  all  the  laws  of  all  the  Sutes  who  had  thought 
proper  to  pass  laws  upon  this  subject.     Oi^r  deputy 


postmasters  were  resident  citizens  of  those  States.  They 
were  bound  to  know  the  State  laws  under  which  they 
lived;  and  all  that  this  bill  requires  is,  that  they  shall 
not  violate  them. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  has  contended  that 
any  newspaper  which  had  been  sent  to  an  individual  by 
mail,  and  was  deposited  in  a  post  office,  was  his  prop- 
erty; and  we  had,  therefore,  no  right  to  say  it  should 
not  be  delivered.  But  this  was  begging  the  question. 
It  was  taking  that  for  granted  which  remained  to  be 
proved.  If  Congress,  as  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  contended,  pos- 
sessed the  incontestable  power  pf  declaring  what  should 
and  what  should  not  be  circulated  through  the  mails, 
no  man  could  have  the  right  to  demand  from  any  post 
office  that  which  the  law  had  declared  should  not  thus 
be  circulated.  If  we  can,  without  violating  the  consti- 
tution, say  that  these  inflammatory  publications,  tending 
to  exctte.servile  war,  shall  not  be  distributed  by  our  post- 
masters among  the  individuals  to  whom  they  are  direct- 
ed, no  question  of  property  could  then  arise.  No  man 
can  have  a  property  in  that  which  is  a  violation  of  law. 
It  then  becomes  a  question,  not  of  property,  but  of 
public  safety.  Admit  the  gentleman's  premises,  that  wc 
have  no  right  to  pass  any  law  upon  this  subject,  and  he 
can  establish  his  position  that  a  property  exists  in  those 
publications  whilst  in  the  post  offices.  Without  this 
admission  his  argument  entirely  fails. 

He  felt  as  reluctant  as  any  man  could  feel,  to  vote  for 
any  law  interfering  with  the  circulation  through  the 
mails  ofany  publication  whatever,  no  matter  what  might 
be  its  character.  But  if  the  slaves  within  any  southern 
State  were  in  rebellion,  or  if  a  palpable  and  well-found- 
ed danger  of  such  a  rebellion  existed,  with  his  present 
convictions,  should  he  refuse  to  prevent  the  circulation 
of  publications  tending  to  encourage  or  excite  insurrec- 
tion, he  would  consider  himself  an  accomplice  in  their 
guilt.  He  entertained  no  doubt  whatever  of  the  power 
of  Congress  to  pass  this  bill,  or  of  the  propriety  of  exer- 
cising that  power.  He  would  not  have  voted  for  the 
bill  which  had  been  reported  by  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhouit,]  because  he  thought  it 
a  measure  far  beyond  what  was  required  by  the  neces- 
sity of  the  case.  This  bill,  whilst  it  was  sufficiently 
strong  to  correct  the  evil,  would  be  confined  in  its  opera- 
tions to  those  States  within  which  the  danger  existed. 

Mr.  DAVIS  stated  at  length  his  objections  to  the 
passage  of  the  bill.  Senators  assumed  that  there  were 
no  difficulties  in  the  way,  because  the  post  office  power 
g^ve  to  CongVess  the  right  to  decide  what  should  be 
carried  in  the  mails.  On  a  former  occasion,  he  had  said 
all  that  was  proper  in  regard  to  this  matter.  He  then 
drew  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  constitutional 
question  involved,  and  demonstrated,  as  he  thought, 
that  there  was  no  authority  in  the  constitution  to  pass 
this  bill,  or  any  thing  like  it.  The  language  of  the  con- 
stitution was  very  simple:  it  only  said*  that  Congress 
should  have  the  power  to  establish  post  offices  and  post 
roads.  Now,  what  was  a  post  office,  in  the  meaning  of 
the  constitution^  To  understand  this,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  ascertain  wliat  was  the  meaning  held  at  the  time 
the  constitution  was  adopted.  You  had  a  post  office  at 
the  time  the  constitution  was  made,  and  a  press  also; 
and  the  provision  in  the  constitution  was  made  in  refer- 
ence to  both  these  known  things.  The  object  in  estab- 
lishing the  post  office,  then,  was  to  send  abroad  intelli- 
gence throughout  the  country;  and  it  was  intended  for 
the  transmission  of  newspapers,  pamphlets,  judicial  and 
legislative  proceedings,  and  all  matters  emanating  from 
the  press,  relating  to  poUtics,  literature,  and  science, 
and  for  the  transmission  of  private  letters.  It  would  be, 
therefore,  in  his  opinion,  in  conflict  with  the  provision 
of  the  constitution  giving  Congress  the  power  to  estab- 
lish the  post  office,  as  well  as  an  abridgment  of  the 
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freedom  of  the  press,  to  curry  into  effect  the  provisions 
of  the  bill. 

The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  reiterated  the  argu- 
ment used  the  other  day  by  his  friend  from  Georgia, 
that  you  have  no  right  to  diffuse  publications  through 
the  ageney  of  the  post  office,  fur  the  purpose  of  exci- 
ting a  servile  wrar.  Now,  let  me  tell  the  gentleman 
(iiaid  Mr.  D.)  that  this  is  an  old  argument  against  the 
liberty  of  the  press,  and  that  it  has  been  used  whenever 
it  was  thought  necessary  to  establish  a  censorship  over 
it.  The  public  morals  were  said  to  be  in  danger;  it  was 
necessary  to  prevent  licentiousness,  tumult,  and  seditions 
and  the  public  good  required  that  the  licentiousness  of 
the  press  should  be  restrained.  All  these  were  the 
plausible  pretences  und<rr  which  the  freedom  of  the 
press  had  been  violated  in  all  ages.  Now,  they  knew 
that  the  press  was  at  all  times  corrupt;  but  when  they 
came  to  decide  the  question  whether  the  tares  should  be 
rooted  up,  and  the  wheat  along  with  it,  those  who  had 
decided  in  favor  of  liberty  had  always  decided  that  it 
was  belter  to  put  up  with  a  lesser  evU  than  to  draw 
down  upon  themselves  one  of  such  fearful  magnitude  as 
must  result  from  the  destruction  of  the  press.  Mr.  D. 
contended  that  the  power  to  be  given  to  the  deputy 
postmasters  to  decide  what  should  and  what  should  not 
be  distributed  from  the  post  ufl[ice,  gave  them  a  danger- 
ous discretion  over  a  very  delicate  matter,  and  thai  the 
1)ower  was  one  highly  susceptible  of  abuse,  and  always 
iable  to  misconstruction. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  observed  that  this  bill  was  intended 
simply  to  prevent  any  oflficer  of  the  Government,  who 
should  violate  the  laws  of  the  States  in  which  he  resided, 
from  sheltering  himself  under  the  post  office  law.  As 
the  bill  now  stood,  the  objections  with  regard  to  abridg- 
ing the  freedom  of  the  press  had  no  application  what- 
ever. There  was  no  provision  in  the  bill  interfering 
with  the  printing  or  publishing  any  matter  whatever,  nor 
was  it  even  pretended  that  Congress  possessed  the 
power  of  doing  so.  It  was  not  even  said  that  certain 
publications,  no  matter  how  incendiary  in  their  character, 
should  not  be  deposited  in  the  post  office  and  transmit- 
ted through  the  mails.  Therefore,  all  the  objections 
that  he  had  heard  to  the  bill  fell  to  the  ground.  In  this 
bill  the  Government  simply  said  to  the  individual  in  its 
employ,  *'  We  will  not  help  you  to  do  an  act  in  violation 
of  the  laws  of  the  State  in  which  you  live."  That  was 
the  ground  on  which  the  bill  was  framed,  and  it  could 
not  be  pretended  that  this  was  an  abridgment  of  the 
liberty  of  the  press.  It  was  only  the  Government  de- 
clining to  assist  an  individual  in  the  violation  of  the  law, 
and  that  was  the  whole  bill.  The  Government  uikder 
the  constitution  had  an  entire  control  of  the  Post  Office 
Department.  It  had  the  power  to  regulate  what  matters 
should  be  carried  through  the  mails,  and  what  should 
not.  We  say  to  every  body  that  to  these  slaveholding 
States  you  may  transmit  through  the  mails  what  you 
please;  but  if  you  transmit  to  one  of  our  officers  what  is 
prohibited  by  the  laws  of  the  State  in  which  he  reaides, 
we  shall  say  to  that  officer,  you  shall  not  put  on  the 
nfknile  of  the  Government  to  assist  you  in  the  violation 
of  that  law;  you  shall  be  subject  to  the  penalties  of  the 
Stale  laws,  besides  removal  from  office.  In  fact,  there 
was  not  the  slightest  pretext  for  saying  that  this  bill 
violated  in  the  remost  degree  the  freedom  of  the  press. 
Nothing  should  be  carried  in  the  mails  but  what  was 
proper  for  transmission  througli  them;  but  if  there  was 
any  thing  sent  through  them  tending  to  excite  insurrec- 
tion itnd  bloodshed,  how  could  there  be  an  objection  to 
the  passage  of  a  law,  saying  that  it  should  not  be  deliver- 
ed out  from  the  post  office. 

The  gentleman  from   Massachusetts  objected   to  the 

vagueness  of  the  bill  in  saying  what  shall  not  be  dis- 

'buted  from  the  post  offices.    How  could  the  matter,  he 


asked,  be  made  more  specific^  When  tlie  publication 
arrived  at  the  po&t  office  where  it  was  prohibited,  and 
was  about  to  be  handed  out,  the  State  law  would  be 
consulted,  and,  by  it,  it  would  be  decided  whether  it  was 
in  violation  of  the  State  law  or  not,  and  it  could  thus  bede* 
termined  whether  it  was  proper  for  delivery.  He  should 
not  say  any  thing  as  to  the  report;  he  did  not  concur 
in  it  farther  than  that  this  was  a  great  evil,  and  should  be 
corrected  in  the  mildest  way  that  it  could  be  done.  Tli'ti 
bill  did  not  affect  any  individual  but  those  of  the  post 
offices  of  the  States  where  laws  have  been  passed  pro- 
hibiting publications  and  pictorial  representations,  calcola- 
ted  to  excite  insurrection  among  the  slaves.  He  was 
opposed  to  the  original  bill,  because  it  interfered  with 
what  publications  should  be  deposited  in,  as  well  as  de- 
livered from,  the  post  offices.  But  it  was  only  at  the 
delivery  office  where  this  bill  would  operate,  and  the 
postmaster  at  such  office  would  be  operated  on  by  the 
laws  of  the  State  in  which  it  ia  situated.  If  this  bill  was 
not  passed,  nothing  could  be  done,  and  the  post  office 
would  be  made  (fur  there  were  persons  wicked  en6ugl) 
to  do  it)  the  medium  through  which  to  send  firebrands 
throughout  the  country. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  that  he  considered  this  bill  totally  un- 
necessary  and  uncalled-for  by  public  sentiment;  and  in 
this  he  differed  with  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania. 
[Mr.  BucHAWAK;]  for  he  believed  that  the  President's 
measage  on  the  subject  had  met  with  general  disappro' 
balion;  thai  it  was  unconstitutional;  and,  if  not  so,  that 
it  contained  a  principle  of  a  most  dangerous  and  aians- 
ing  character.  When  he  saw  that  the  exercise  of  the 
moat  extraordinary  and  daMgerous  power  hart  been  as- 
sumed by  tlie  head  of  the  Post  Office,  and  that  it  had 
been  sustained  by  this  message,  he  turned  his  attention 
to  the  subject,  and  inquired  whether  it  was  necessary 
that  the  General  Government  should,  under  sny  cir- 
cumstances, exercise  such  a  power,  and  whether  he 
possessed  it;  and,  after  much  reflection,  he  had  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  they  could  not  pass  any  Uw 
interfering  with  the  subject  in  any  shape  or  foim  what* 
ever. 

The  evil  complained  of  was  the  circulation  of  papers 
having  a  certain  tendency.  The  papers,  unless  circulated, 
did  no  harm,  and  while  In  the  post  office'or  in  the  mail 
they  were  not  circulated — il  was  a  circulation  solely  which 
constituted  the  evil.  It  was  the  taking  them  out  ol  the 
mail,  and  the  use  that  was  to  be  madeofthem,  that  consti- 
tuted the  mischief.  Then  it  was  perfectly  competent  to  the 
State  authorities  to  apply  the  remedy.  The  instant  that 
a  prohibited  paper  was  iunded  out,  whether  td  a  cit»zen 
or  sojourner,  he  was  subject  to  the  laws  which  might 
compel  4iim  either  to  surrender  them  or  burn  them. 
He  considered  the  bill  not  only  unnecessary,  but  a«  s 
law  of  a  dangerous,  if  not  a  doubtful,  authority. 

It  was  objected  that  it  was  vague  and  indefinite  in  its 
character;  and  how  is  that  objection  got  over?  Tlie  bill 
provided  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  deputy  pos^ 
master,  in  any  State,  Territory,  or  District  of  the  UniteO 
States,  knowingly  to  deliver  to  any  person   whatever, 
a?.y  pamphlet,    newspaper,  handbill,  or  other  P""j^ 
paper  or  pictorial  representation,  touching  the  subject 
of  slavet'y,  where,  by  the  laws  of  the  said  State,  Ternto* 
ry,  or  District,  their  circulation   is  prohibited.    No*'» 
what  could  be  more  vague  ai>d  indefinite  than  this  de* 
scription?   Now,  could  it  be  decided,  by  this  dcscripnonj 
what  publications  should  be  withheld  from  distribution 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  said  that  the  laws  oi 
the  States  would  supply  the  omission.     He  thought  tw 
Senator  was  premature  in  saying  that  there  ^^"*^ 
precision  in  State  laws,  before  he  showed  it  by  P^J^^* 
cing  the  law.     He  had  seen  no  such  law,  and  he  d«d  nw 
know  whether  the  description  in  the  bill  was  apphcw'* 
or  not.     There  was  another  objection  to  Ibis  psrt  o^^^ 
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bill;  It  applied  not  only  to  the  present  laws  of  the  States, 
but  to  any  future  laws  that  might  pass. 

Mr.  c' denied  that  the  bill  applied  to  the  slaveholdiug 
States  only;  and  went  on  to  argue  that  it  could  be  ap- 
plied to  all  the  States,  and  to  any  publication  touching 
the  subject  of  slavery  whatever,  whether  for  or  against 
it,  irsucb  publication  wss  only  prohibited  by  the  laws  of 
such  State.  Thtis,  for  instance,  a  non-slaveholding 
State  might,  prohibit  publications  in  defence  of  the  insti- 
tution of  slavery^  and  this  bill  would  apply  to  it  as  well 
as  to  the  laws  of  the  slaveholding  States^  but  the  law 
would  be  inoperative:  it  declared  that  the  deputy  post- 
master should  not  be  amenable,  unless  he  knowingly 
shall  deliver,  &c.  Why,  the  postmaster  might  plead 
ignorance,  and  of  course  the  law  would  be  inoperative. 

But  he  wanted  to  know  whence  Congress  derived  the 
power,  to  pass  this  law.  It  was  said  that  it  was  to  carry 
into  efl>ct  the  laws  of  the  Slates.  Where  did  they  get 
such  authority?  He  thought  that  their  only  authority 
to  pass  laws  was  in  pursuance  of  the  constitution; 
but  to  pass  laws  to  carry  into  effect  the  laws  of  the 
Stale.^,  was  a  most  prolific  authority,  and  there  was 
no  knowing  where  it  was  to  stop:  it  would  make  the 
legislation  ofCorigress  dependent  upon  the  legislation 
of  t wen ty>four  different  sovereignties.  He  thought  the 
bill  was  of  a  most  dangerous  tendency.  The  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  asked  if  the  post  office  power  did  not 
give  them  the  right  to  regulate  what  should  be  carried 
in  (he  mails.  Why,  there  was  no  such  power  as  that 
claimed  in  the  bill;  and  if  they  passed  such  a  law,  it 
would  be  exercising  a  most  dangerous  power.  Why,  if 
such  doctrine  prevailed,  the  Government  might  desig- 
tiute  the  persons,  or  parties,  or  classes,  who  should  have 
the  benefit  of  the  mails,  excluding  all  others. 

U  WHS  too  often  in  the  condemnation  of  a  particular 
evil  that  they  'were  urged  on  t6  measures  of  a  dangerous 
tendency.  All  must  agree  as  to  the  dangerous  conse- 
quences of  persons  residing  out  of  certain  States  trans- 
mitting to  them  incendiary  publications,  calculated  to 
promote  civil  war  and  bloodbhed.  All  must  see  the 
evil,  and  a  great  evil  it  was,  and  he  hoped  that  a  stop 
\\oul(l  be  put  to  it;. but  Congress  had  no  power  to  pass 
beyond  the  constitution  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  it. 
The  States  alone  had  the  power,  and  their  power  was 
ample  for  the  purpose.  He  hoped  never  to  see 
lite  time  when  the  General  Government  should  under- 
(■ilcc  to  correct  the  evil  by  such  measures  as  the  one  be- 
fore them.  If  (said  Mr.  C.)  you  can  pass  thi^  law  to 
prohibit  the  delivery  through  the  post  office  of  ^publica- 
tions touching  the  subject  of  slavery,  might  they  hot  also 
pass  laws  to  prohibit  any  citizen  of  New  York  or  Massa- 
chtucttsfrompublishingandtransmittingthrough  the  mail 
any  thing  touchingthat  subject^  If  you  may  touch  the 
subject  of  slavery  at  all,  why  not  go  to  the  root  of  tli^  evil? 
Suppose  one  of  the  southern  States  were  to  pass  a  law  of 
this  kind;  would  you  not  be  called  upon  by  all  the  ar- 
guments now  used  in  favor  of  this  bill,  to  carry  such 
law  into  effect?  Mr.  C.  concluded  by  saying  that  the 
bill  was  calculated  to  destroy  all  the  landmarks  of  the 
constitution,  establish  a  precedent  for  dangerous  legis- 
lation, and  to  lead  to  incalculable  mischief.  There  was 
no  necessity  for  so  dangerous  ah  assumption  of  authority, 
the  State  laws  being  perfectly  competent  to  correct  the 
evil  complained  of.  He  must  say  that,  from  the  first  to 
the  last,  he  was  opposed  to  the  measure. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  could  not  concur  with  the  views  ta- 
ken by  the  Senators  from  Massachusetts  and  Kentucky, 
that  this  bill  would  comprehend  in  its  provisions  all  pub- 
l:cations  touching  the  subject  of  slavery.  In  order  to 
bring  any  pubhcation  within  the  provisions  of  the  bill, 
two  qualifications  were  necessary.  The  first  was,  that 
it  must  relate  to  the  subject  of  slavery;  and  the  next 
was,  that  it  must  be  prohibited  by  the  laws  of  the  State 
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to  which  it  is  transmitted.  He  thought  that  this  was  the 
view  that  would  be  taken  of  it  by  the  courts.  The  ob- 
ject of  this  bill  was  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the  postmas- 
ters in  the  States  to  conform  to  the  Ikws  of  such  States, 
and  not  to  deliver  out  papers  in  violation  of  their  laws. 
The  simple  question  was,  had  this  Government  the  pow- 
er to  say  to  its  officers,  you  shall  not  violate  the  laws  of 
the  States  in  which  you  reside?  Could  it  gQ  further,  and 
make  it  their  duty  toco-operate  with  theStatesincarrying 
their  laws  into  effect?  This  was  the  simple  question.  Now 
could  any  man  doubt  that  Congress  possessed  the  power 
to  pass  both  measures,  so  that  their  officers  might  not 
come  into  conflict  with  the  State  laws?  Indeed,  he  look- 
ed upon  measures  of  this  kind  to  prevent  conflicts  be- 
tween the  General  and  State  Governments,  which  were 
likely  to  ensile,  as  essentially  necessary;  for  it  was  evi- 
dent that  when  such  conflicts  took  place,  the  State  must 
have  the  ascendancy.  Mr.  C.  then  briefly  recapitula- 
ted the  principles  on  which  this  bill  was  founded,  and 
contended  that  it  was  in  aid  of  laws  passed  by  the  States 
as  far  as  Congress  had  the  power  constitutionally  to  f;o, 
and  assumeed  no  power  to  prohibit  or  interfere  with  the 
publication  or  circulation  of  any  paper  whatever;  it  only 
declared  that  the  officers  of  the  Government  should  not 
make  their  official  stations  a  shield  for  violating  the  Slate 
laws.  Was  there  any  one  there  who  would  say,  that  the 
States  had  not  the  power  to  pass  laws  prohibiting  and 
making  penal,  the  circulation  of  papers,  calculated  to 
incite  insurrection  among  their  slaves?  It  being  admit- 
ted that  they  could,  could  not  Congress  order  its  offi- 
cers to  abstain  from  the  violation  of  these  laws?  We  do 
not  (said  Mr.  C)  pass  a  law  to  abridge  the  freedom  of 
the  press,  or  to  prohibit  the  publication  and  circulation 
of  any  paper  whatever — this  has  been  done  by  the  States 
already.  The  inhibition  of  the  constitution  was  on  Con- 
gress, and  not  on  the  States,  who  possessed  full  power 
to  pass  any  laws  they  thought  proper.  They  knew  that 
there  were  several  precedents  to  sanction  this  bill. 
Congress  had  passed  laws  to  abstain  from  the  violation 
of  the  health  laws  of  the  States.  Could  any  one  say 
that  the  constitution  gave  to  Congress  the  power  to  pass 
quarantine  laws?  He  had  not  adverted  to  the  message 
of  the  President  on  this  subject,  because  he  believed 
that  the  President  acted  from  the  best  motives,  and  that 
that  part  of  the  message  was  drawn  up  without  sufficient 
reflection.  He  denied,  however,  that  this  message  was 
in  conformity  with  the  constitution.  It  would  be  di- 
rectly abridging  the  liberty  of  the  press  for  Congress  to 
pass  such  laws  as  the  President  recommended.  One 
part  of  the  message  he  would  refer  to,  which^was  in  these 
words: 

*4  would,  therefore,  call  the  special  attention  of  Con- 
gress to  the  subject,  and  respectfully  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  passing  such  a  law  as  will  prohibit,  under  se- 
vere penalties,  the  circulation  in  the  southern  States, 
through  the  mail,  of  incendiary  publications,  intended  to 
instigate  the  slaves  to  insurrection." 

This  was  clearly  unconstitutional;  for  it  not  only  rec- 
ommended the  prohibition  of  publications  and  circula- 
tion of  incendiary  papers,  (abridging  the  freedom  of  the 
press,)  but  it  recommended  also  the  infliction  of  severe 
penalties,  which  powers  were  expressly  prohibited  by 
the  constitution.  On  no  other  principle  could  this  ever 
be  defended,  than  that  it  was  simply  abstaining  from  a 
violation  of  the  laws  of  the  States. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  contended  that  this  bill 
was  useless;  and  he  tMr.  C.)  agreed  that  it  was  so  in  one 
sense,  and  that  was,  with  or  without  this  bill,  the  south- 
ern States  would  execute  their  own  laws  against  the 
circulation  of  such  papers.  It  was  a  case  of  life  and 
death  with  them;  and  did  any  body  suppose  that  they 
would  permit  so  many  magazines  in  their  bosom  to  blow 
them  to  destruction,  as  these  post  offices  must  be,  if 
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these  incendiary  publications  continued  to  be  circulated 
through  them?  While  the  southern  States  contained  so 
niany  postmasters  opposed  to  their  institutions,  as  it  was 
in  his  own  State,  where  almost  every  postmaster  was 
opposed  to  it,  it  was  absolutely  necessary  for  them  to 
t^ke  effectual  measures  for  their  own  security.  It  was 
the  assertion  of  the  principle,  that  the  States  had  a  right 
to  protect  themselves,  which  made  the  bill  valuable  in 
bis  eyes;  it  prevented  the  conflict  which  would  be  likely 
to  take  place  between  the  General  and  State  Govern- 
ments,unlesssome  measure  of  the  kind  should  be  adopt- 
ed.  The  States  had  a  right  to  go  to  the  extent  of  this 
bill;  and  they  would  be  wanting  to  themselves  and  to 
posterity  if  they  omitted  to  do  it.  it  was  on  the  doctrine 
of  State  rights  and  State  intervention  that  he  supported 
this  bill,  and  on  no  other  grounds. 

The  Senator  from  Massschusetts  obje^ed  to  the  re- 
turning of  these  papers  whose  delivery  was  prohibited. 
He  re^^retted  this  as  much  as  the  Senator  did;  but  his 
objection  was,  that  it  did  not  go  far  enough:  he  thought 
that  these  papers  should  be  delivered  to  the  prosecuting 
officers  of  the  States,  to  enable  them  to  ferret  out  the 
designs  of  the  incendiaries. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  remarked,  that  In  geneial  it  might 
be  safely  said,  that  when  different  gentlemen  supported 
a  measure  admitted  to  be  of  a  novel  character,  and 
placed  their  defence  of  it  on  different  and  inconsistent 
grounds,  a  very  simple  person  might  believe,  in  such 
case,  that  there  were  no  very  strong  grounds  for  adopt- 
ing the  measure  The  Senator  from  Penn!»ylvania  and 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  not  only  placed  their 
defence  of  the  bill  on  opposite  grounds,  but  each  up- 
posed  the  principles  on  which  the  other  founded  his 
support  of  it.  Where  the  object  to  be  gained  was  ap- 
parently good,  and  the  case  urgent,  as  it  was  represent- 
ed to  be,  how  could  limitations  of  power  stand  against 
powerful  opponents,  which  have  always  been  urging  to 
despotism?  Now,  against  the  objects  of  this  bill  he  had 
not  A  word  to  say;  but  with  constitutional  lawyers  there 
was  a  great  difference  between  the  object  and  the  means 
to  carry  it  into  eff*ect.  It  was  not  the  object  to  be  gain- 
ed, but  the  means  to  attain  it,  which  they  should  look 
to;  for  though  the  object  might  be  good,  the  means 
might  not  be  so.  His  objections  went  to  the  means,  and 
not  to  the  object;  and  he  did  not  yield  the  argument 
because  the  object  was  a  good  one,  and  the  case  was 
urgent.  It  was  better  to  limit  the  power,  and  run  the 
risk  of  injury  from  the  want  of  it,  than  to  give  a  power 
which  might  be  exercised  in  a  dangerous  manner . 

The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  said  that  this  bill  was 
calling  on  Congress  to  do  nothing  but  to  abstain  from 
violating  the  laws  of  the  States.  It  was  one  thing,  said 
the  Senator,  for  Congress  to  abstain  from  giving  these 
incendiary  papers  circulation,  and  another  to  pass  laws 
saying  that  they  shall  not  be  published.  But  if  Con- 
gress bad  no  mail  through  which  these  papers  could  be 
transmitted,  what  did  the  gentleman  mean  by  Congress 
abstaining  from  giving  them  circulation  ?  It  meant  that 
Congress  should  interfere,  and  create  an  especial  ex- 
ception as  to  what  should  be  transmitted  by  their  ordi- 
nary-channel of  intelligence,  and  that  that  exception 
should  be  caused  by  the  character  of  the  writing  or  pub- 
lication. He  contended  that  Congress  had  not  the  power, 
drawn  from  the  character  of  the  paper,  to  decide  whe- 
ther it  should  be  carried  in  the  mail  or  not;  fur  such  de- 
cision would  be  a  direct  abridgment  of  the  freedom  of 
the  press.  He  confessed  that  he  was  shocked  at  the 
doctrine.^  He  looked  back  to  the  alien  and  sedition 
laws,  which  were  so  universally  condemned  throughout 
the  country;  and  what  was  their  object?  Certainly  to 
prohibit  publications  of  a  dangerous  tendency.  [Mr,  W. 
here  quoted  the  sedition  law,  to  show  the  objects  it  in- 
tended to  effect.]    But  the  deputy  postmaster.'*,   Mr. 


W.  said,  must  look  into  the  newspaper  mail  to  see  if 
there  were  any  publications  in  it  touching  the  subject 
of  slavery,  calculated  to  excite  insurrections  among  ik 
slaves. 

Now,  said  Mr.  W.,  the  country  would  have  been  rent 
into  atoms  if  ibe  sedition  law,  instead  of  ssying  ilut 
papers  should  not  be  published  in  such  and  such  s  «js 
had  declared  that  the  deputy  postmasters  slniuld  hi^e 
the  power  to  search  the  nnails  to  see  if  they  conta'nfi 
any  publications  calculated  to  **  bring  the  Guvernmfnt 
into  disrepute,  promote  insurrection,  and  lead  to  foreign 
war,"  the  evils  the  sedition  law  intended  to  piarj 
against.  All  the  papers  described  in  the  law  of  "99 
were  unlawful  by  the  laws  of  any  of  the  States;  and  yet 
that  law,  which  had  created  so  much  excitement,  and 
met  with  such  general  reprobation,  contained  nolliiig 
like  the  power  claimed  by  this  bill.  Any  law  disu- 
guisbing  what  shall  or  shall  not  go  into  the  mails,  found- 
ed on  the  sentiments  of  the  paper,  and  making  tite 
deputy  postmaster  the  judge,  he  should  say  was  ex- 
pressly unconstitutional,  if  not  recommended  by  gentle- 
men of  such  high  authority.  This  bill,  said  Mr.  W., 
went  beyond  the  recommendation  of  the  President;  for 
bis  recommendation  was,  that  the  person^who  circulatrd 
the  papers  described  by  him,  should  be  punished  by  se- 
vere penalties.  Now,  this  was  the  old  law  of  liberty, 
there  was  not  a  word  of  previous  restraint  in  it  as  io^- 
posed  by  this  bill.  Mr.  W.  then  went  into  an  argumeC 
to  show  the  vagueness  of  the  bill  in  describing  the 
paper  the  delivery  of  which  was  prohibited.  Under  i: 
it  was  impossible  to  determine  what  publications  fA\oiM 
be  prohibited:  abolition  pamphlets  were  to  be  st«.pp«<i 
at  the  South,  and  anti-abolition  papers  were  to  be  stop- 
ped at  the  North.  In  reply  to  Mr.  BucaavAK,  he  said 
that  be  did  not  assume  that  these  prohibited  publicatiom 
either  were  or  were  not  property.  All  he  said  was* 
that  they  ought  not  to  make  the  deputy  postmasters  ibe 
judge,  and  take  away  the  property  without  the  authority 
of  law.  What  he  had  to  say  was  that  It  was  a  question 
of  property  or  no  property;  and  that  they  couUl  not 
make  the  deputy  postmaaters  the  judge  of  the  fact,  as 
he  could  not  be  a  judge  of  property  known  to  the  cuo* 
stitution  and  the  law. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  had  not  anticipateil.  «ben 
he  first  addressed  the  Senate  upon  this  subject,  that  he 
should  have  occasion  to  make  any  further  remarks ^  but 
the  Senator  from  MassachusetU  had  replied  to  iiis  argu- 
ment in  such  a  special  manner,  that  he  felt  lumxli 
constrained  to  reply  to  some  of  his  remarks.  Now,  per- 
mit me  to  say,  (continued  Mr.  B.,}  that  he  has  not  at  all 
met  the  point  of  my  argument.  He  has  invested  this 
subject  with  an  air  of  greater  importance  and  respoii«' 
bility  than  it  deserves;  he  has  played  around  it  with  »1 
his  powers,  but  without  touching  the  real  question  io- 
volved  in  the  discussion. 

Congress  has  no  power  (says  the  gentleman)  to  ptsi 
any  law  abridging  tlie  freedom  of  speech  or  of  lh« 
press.  Granted.  He  most  frtrely  admitted  tbut  Con- 
gress had  no  power  to  touch  the  press  at  all.  ^'^  ^" 
pass  no  law  whatever  either  to  prevent  or  to  punish  ai^ 
publication,  under  any  circumstances  whatever.  The 
sedition  law  violated  this  principle.  It  puniahed  libeu 
against  the  Federal  Government  and  its  officeil;  ^^ 
having  met  with  general  reprobation,  it  was  repMlc''j 
or  permitted  to  expire  by  its  own  limitation,  he  did  nn 
reccillcct  which. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  admitted  these  premises  of  the  ^ent'^' 
roan  in  their  broadest  extent;  but  did  they  justify  nts 
conclusions?  In  order  to  maintain  his  argument,  >> 
must  prove  that  the  constitution,  in  declaring  that  Con' 
-gress  shall  not  pass  any  law  abridging  the  ireedom  o 
the  press,  has  thereby,  and  from  the  force  of  th^'' 
terms  alone,  commanded  us  to  circulate  and  dt^t^lhut^ 
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through  our  pott  offices,  every  thinff  which  the  press 
may  publish,  no  matter  whether  it  shsll  promote  insur- 
rection and  ciyil  war  or  not.  This  is  the  proposition 
which  he  must  establish.  All  the  gpentleman's  remarks 
in  favor  of  the  liberty  of  the  press  met  his  cordial  ap- 
probation; but  they  did  not  apply  to  the  constitutional 
question  then  under  discussion.  He  had  ar^ed  this 
question  precisely  as  if,  in  addition  to  the  words  abeady 
in  the  constitution,  that  «  Congress  shall  make  no  law 
ibridging  the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press,*'  there 
had  been  inserted,  *'  or  to  prevent  the  circulation  of 
sny  production  of  the  press  through  the  post  offices." 
But  these  words  were  not  in  the  instrument;  and  the 
only  question  was,  whether  the  one  prohibition  could 
be  inferred  from  the  other.  Mr.  B.  said  he  was  in  favor 
of  a  plain  and  literal  construction  of  the  constitution. 
He  took  it  for  his  guide;  and  he  could  never  consent  to 
interpolate  what  its  framers  never  intended  should  be 
there.  They  have  conferred  upon  Congress,  in  express 
tfrn\s,  a  general  discretion  in  regard  to  the  Post  Office 
Department;  and  the  question  then  was,  shall  we  exer- 
cise it  in  the  manner  proposed  by  this  bill,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preventing  servile  war,  bloodshed,  and  dis- 
tinion? 

How  had  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  met  his 
argument?  He  says  that  the  principles  upon  which  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Calhovh]  and  him- 
self had  sustained  this  bill,  were  at  variance  with  eaqh 
other;  and  that  this  of  itself  was  sufficient  to  cast  doubt 
over  the  measure.  But  was  it  the  first  time  the  gentle- 
n)an  had  ever  known  correct  conclusions  to  be  drawn 
from  varying  or  even  unfounded  premises?  The  bill 
itself  ought  not  to  be  condemned  for  the  arguments  of 
its  friends.  He  would  remind  the  gentleman  of  the  ad- 
vice given  by  a  distinguished  English  judge  to  a  young 
friend  about  to  occupy  a  judicial  station  in  the  West  In- 
dies, which  was,  never  to  give  reasons  for  his  judg- 
ments where  it  could  be  avoided;  because  his  natural 
sense  and  perception  of  justice  would  almost  always  en- 
able him  to  decide  correctly,  though  he  might,  and 
probably  often  would,  assign  insufficient  reasons  for  his 
decisions.  This  bill  ought  to  be  judged  by  its  own  pro- 
visions, and  ought  not  to  be  condemned  for  the  reasons 
m  support  of  it  which  had  been  advanced  eitheir  by  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  or  himself. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  had  argued  as 
though  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  said,  that  as  the  end  proposed 
^y  titis  measure  waa  good,  he  should  vote  for  it,  not- 
withstanding the  means  might  be  unconstitutional. 

[Here  Mr.  WsBSTxm  explained,  and  said  he  had  not 
ni>puted  to  Mr.  B.  such  an  argument.] 

Mr.  B.  proceeded.  The  Senator  did  not  mean  this 
imputation;  but  his  argument  seemed  to  imply  as  much. 
However  necessary  he  might  believe  this  bill  to  be,  if 
he  did  not  find  a  clear  warrant  for  its  passage  in  the 
Constitution,  it  should  never  have  his  support.  He 
never  could  believe  that  this  Government,  having  the 
exclusive  control  over  the  Post  Office  Department  in  all 
its  various  relations,  was  yet  so  impotent  to  prevent  evil, 
|hat  it  must,  under  the  fundamental  law  which  called  it 
i^to  existence,  whether  it  would  or  not,  distribute  publi- 
cations tending  directly  to  promote  servile  insurrection, 
and  to  produce  its  own  destruction. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Calhouh]  had 
misipprehended  him  in  one  particular.  He  (Mr.  B.) 
Iiad  disclaimed  all  authority  to  pass  this  bill  derived  from 
Btate  laws,  or  from  any  other  source  than  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  SUtes.  He  had  nut  said  be  would 
vote  for  a  similar  bill  in  all  cases  where  the  State  Legis- 
wures  might  think  proper  to  pass  laws  to  prohibit  the 
circulation  of  any  publication  whatever.  He  considered 
the  passage  of  such  laws  merely  as  evidence  of  the  ne- 
cessity for  legislation  by  Congressi  but  be  was  very  far 


from  adopting  the  principle  that  it  should  be  conclusive 
evidence  in  all  cases.  Congress  must  judge  for  itself 
under  all  the  circumstances  of  each  particular  case. 

In  reply  to  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  Mr.  B. 
said  that  this  bill  would  not  be  a  penal  law.  Every  thing 
like  a  penalty  had  been  stricken  from  its  provision?,  un- 
less the  removal  of  a  deputy  postmaster  from  office  by 
the  Postmaster  General  might  be  viewed  in  that  light. 
By  it  we  merely  directed  our  agent  not  to  violate  State 
laws  by  distributing  publications  calculated  to  excite  in- 
suprection.  He  would  not  have  occasion  to  study  all  the 
laws  of  all  the  States  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  as  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  had  alleged.  All  that  would 
be  required  of  him  was  to  know  the  laws  of  the  State 
of  which  he  was  a  citizen,  and  to  take  care  not  to  violate 
them. 

The  gentleman  had  said  that  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  mista- 
ken the  recommendation  contained  in  the  President's 
message.  Now  he  undertook  to  assert  that  this  bill  was 
in  conformity  with  the  recommendation  of  the  President, 
and  carried  it  out  in  all  essential  particulars. 

[Here  Mr.  B.  sgain  read  the  last  paragraph  of  the 
message  which  he  had  read  before.] 

Now,  sir,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  does  not  the  President  ex- 
pressly assert  that  Congress  has  authority  to  regulate 
what  shall  be  distributed  through  the  post  offices,  and 
does  he  not  ''suggest  the  propriety  of  passing  such  a 
law  as  will  prohibit,  under  severe  penalties,  the  circula- 
tion in  the  southern  States,  through  the  mail,  of  incen- 
diary publications.  Intended  to  instigate  the  slaves  to 
insurrection?**  Except  that  this  bill  contained  no  severe 
penalties,  it  was  framed,  both  in  its  spirit  and  in  its  letter, 
according  to  the  suggestion  of  the  President.  What 
other  bill  could  we  pass  of  a  milder  character  than  the 
one  now  before  us,  to  prevent  the  circulation  of  these 
incendiary  publications?  Let  the  President's  recom- 
mendation be  entitled  to  what  weight  it  might,  this  bill 
was  in  exact  accordance  with  it. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  had  contended  that 
this  bill  conferred  upon  deputy  postmasters  the  power  of 
depriving  individuals  of  their  property  in  newspapers 
and  other  publications,  in  violation  of  that  clause  in  the 
constitution  which  declares  that  no  person  shall  be  de- 
prived of  his  property  without  due  process  of  law.  By 
this  bill  we  had  not  attempted  to  shield  any  postmaster 
from  legal  responsibility  for  his  conduct.  We  could  not 
do  so,  if  we  would.  We  had  merely  prescribed  for 
him,  as  we  had  done  for  our  other  agents,  the  line  of 
his  duty.  We  did  not  attempt  to  protect  him  from 
the  suit  of  any  person  who  might  consider  himself  ag- 
grieved. If  any  individual  to  whom  a  publication  was 
directed,  and  who  had  demanded  it  from  the  postmaster 
and  had  been  refused,  should  believe  our  law  to  be  un- 
constitutional, he  might  bring  this  question  before  the 
judiciary,  and  try  it,  like  any  other  question.  All  our 
officers  and  agents  are  liable  to  be  sued,  and  if  the  law 
under  which  they  acted  should  prove  to  be  unconstitu- 
tional, it  would  afford  them  no  protection.  On  the  pres- 
ent occasion,  we  proposed  to  proceed  in  the  spirit  of  the 
common  law  principle,  that  any  individual  may  abate  a 
nuisance,  though  he  thereby  rendered  himself  responsi- 
ble, in  case  it  should  appear  af\erwards  that  the  thing 
abated  was  not  a  nuisance.  So  here,  the  postmaster  re- 
fusing to  deliver  a  newspaper  under  our  law,  would  be 
responsible  in  damages  to  the  party  aggrieved,  in  case  it 
should  appear  that  the  law  under  which  he  had  acted 
was  unconstitutional. 

As  to  the  necessity  for  passing  this  bill,  he  should  say 
but  a  few  words.  It  was  very  easy  for  gentlemen  to  say 
that  necessity  was  the  plea  of  tyrants.  He  admitted 
it  had  been  so,  and  would  be  so  in  all  time  to  come.  But, 
after  all,  if  we  possessed  the  power  to  legislate  in  this  case, 
from  our  situation  we  were  compelled  to  judge  whether 
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it  was  necesftarjr  to  calt  it  into  efficient  action  or  not. 
This  duty  devolved  upon  us.  We  could  not  avoid  de- 
ciding this  question.  Was  it  not,  then,  within  our  own 
knowledge  th:tt  the  slaveholding  States  had  been  at- 
tempted to  be  flooded  with  pamphlets  and  pictorial  rep- 
resentations calculated  to  excite  servile  insurrection^ 
Had  we  not  seen  upon  this  floor  many  of  those  pictorial 
representations,  whose  direct  effect  would  be  to  excite 
the  wild  and  brutal  passions  of  the  slaves  to  cut  the 
throats  of  their  masters^  Within  the  latit  few  months, 
had  there  not  been  bloodshed?  and  had  there  not  been 
several  attempted  insurrections  in  some  of  the  southern 
States.^  These  facts  were  incontestable.  Believing  and 
knowing  all  this  to  be  true,  he  said  the  case  of  necessity, 
in  his  judgment,  was  fully  established,  and  he  should 
vote  for  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  CUTHBEHT  was  not  desirous  to  throw  himself 
into  the  current  of  this  debate  at  this  time.  The  posi- 
tion which  he  held,  the  infrequency  of  his  occupying 
that  floor,  and  the  indisposition  under  which  he  labored, 
authorized  him  to  expect  the  attention  of  the  Senate  for 
a  short  time,  when  he  should  be  better  able  to  address 
them  than  he  then  was.  He  therefore  hoped  (he  Senate 
would  indulge  him  in  an  opportunity  of  being  heard  on 
the  subject,  by  postponing  it,  to  be  taken  up  within  a 
very  short  period.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  had  said  precisely  what  sh<mld  have 
been  said  in  support  of  this  bill.  It  appeared  to  him  that 
that  Senator  had  given  an  unanswerable  reply  to  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  on  points  on  which  he  prin- 
cipally relied  for  his  opposition  to  the  measure  before 
them.  What  is  the  state  of  the  case^  (said  Mr.  C.) 
The  deputy  postmaster  in  one  of  the  States  holds  in  his 
hand  an  incendiary  publication,  intended  to  carry  blood 
and  desolation  through  the  land.  Is  he  bound  in  duty 
to  bold  it  from  circulation?  If  he  privet  it  to  another, 
the  evils  intended  by  that  publication  will  ensue;  but 
then  your  officer,  contends  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts, is  bound  to  deliver  it,  because  you  have  no  power 
to  pass  a  law  abridging  the  freedom  of  the  press.  Ac- 
cording to  this  doctrine,  that  which  an  individual  cannot 
do,  your  officer  is  bound  to  do.  It  appeared  to  him  that 
the  obvious  necessity  of  this  law  was  to  prevent  the  post 
office  agents  from  committing  a  criminal  offence  against 
the  laws  of  the  States,  and  then  shielding  themselves  under 
the  po&t  office  law.  But  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts had  not  met  this  point,  but  had  rather  evaded  and 
played  around  it..  This  was  a  question  which  should 
not  be  discussed  with  the  chicanery  of  a  pettifogging 
lawyer,  but  shoulct  be  considered  with  those  enlarged 
Ideas  and  noble  sentiments  which  belong  to  the  stales- 
man.  They  should  argue  as  it  became  enlightened 
patriots,  anxious  to  promote  harmony  and  good  feeling 
through  oar  common  country,  and  to  preserve  all  its 
parts  from  the  dangers  of  insurrection. 

He  denied  that  property  could  be  affected  by  this 
law,  as  contended  by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts. 
There  could  be  no  property  in  these  incendiary  publi- 
cations. The  postmaster  holds  in  his  hand  that  which, 
by  the  laws  of  the  States,  is  in  the  condition  of  stolen 
property,  and  he  is  bound  to  give  it  back.  He  holds  in 
nis  hand  what,  by  his  own  judgment,  he  considers  not 
to  be  property — which  his  own  judgment  condemns,  and 
he  is  therefore  bound  to  resign  it.  The  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  said  rightly,  that  the  person  to  whom  this 
publication  is  directed  may  come  forward  and  demand 
it,  under  the  provision  of  this  law.  Now,  if  the  Senator 
thought  there  was  any  thing  wanting  in  tliis  provision  of 
the  bill,  why  did  he  not  propose  an  amendment'  If  he 
did  propose  any,  he  (Mr.  C.)  had  not  heard  it.  The 
property  is  not  to  be  destroyed;  it  must  be  returned  to 
him  who  sent  it. 

In  another  point  of  view  (Mr.  C.  said)  the  postmaster 


must  judge  whether  these  papers  are  legal  or  not.  He 
holds  in  his  hand  papers  which  the  laws  of  his  State  lute 
said  shall  not  be  circulated,  under  a  penalty.  Is  he  m\ 
to  decide  whether  he  shall  incur  tliat  penalty  or  not^ 
How  stood  the  argument  of  the  Senator  from  MassacW- 
setts'  He  requires  that  the  officer  shall  violate  the 
laws  of  his  State,  or  that  the  General  Gnveroroent  iliall 
protect  him  in  it.  With  regard  to  the  members  th^t 
compose  the  Senate,  every  gentleman  was  conscious  in 
his  own  breast  of  a  strong  desire  to  prevent  the  evils  d 
a  servile  war  in  the  southern  States,  Of  this  he  Vi^ 
confident.  But  with  regard  to  the  Senator  from  Miaea- 
chusetts,  he  should  be  guilty  of  a  want  of  candor,  if  he 
allowed  him  that  clearness  of  judgment  which  belonged 
to  the  statesman;  he  should  be  wanting  in  that  sincerity 
of  heart,  on  which  he  had  ever  prided  himself,  if  be  de- 
clared his  conviction,  that  the  honorable  Senator  tud 
treated  this  subject  with  the  liberal  and  impartial  spirit 
it  deserved.  The  gentleman's  course  bad  uniforni)}' 
been  opposed  to  all  those  measures  which  teodeU  to 
quiet  the  country,  and  heal  those  sectional  dtsseiuiani 
which  disturb  the  Union. 

When  a  large  and  overwhelming  vote  wu  taken  in 
the  Senate,  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, believed  by  all  to  be  to  necessary  to  settle  a  ques- 
tion threatening  the  most  fearful  consequerces,  it  vu 
held  to  be  highly  desirable  that  there  should  be  a  unani- 
mous vote.  Yet,  on  an  occasion  when  the  Senator 
could  well  have  shown  a  desire  to  harmonize  and  con- 
ciliate, his  vote  was  found  in  the  negative.  Again,  ilie 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  had  put  forth  a  paper  calcu- 
lated to  excite  great  distrust  in  the  body  of  the  people 
affected  by  it.  He  alluded  to  the  resohitions  adopted 
at  a  meeting  held  in  Boston  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  oi 
which  the  gentleman  was  said  to  be  the  author,  inwbicli 
it  was  declared  that  Congress  had  the  power  to  regulate 
the  transfer  of  slaves  from  one  State  to  another.  Mr. 
C.  said  that  he  had  addressed  the  Senate  but  seldom, 
and  as  he  wished  to  be  heard  on  this  subject  more  at 
large,  when  his  health  was  better  and  under  more  favor- 
able circumstances,  he  hoped  the  Senate  would  indulge 
him  by  a  postponement. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  that  he  had  heard  the  remarks 
of  the  Senator  from  Georgia  [Mr.  CuTHBsaT]  withsticfl- 
tion  and  with  respect;  and  considering  his  speech  of* 
personal  character,  it  became  him  to  notice  it;  but  ss  the 
gentleman  proposed  to  discuss  this  subject  more  at  \$x%t 
when  his  health  was  better,  and,  as  he  said,  under  cir- 
cumstances less  tending  to  irritation,  he  should  postpone 
his  reply  till  then.  He  should  hear  the  ^ntlcman  with 
pleasure,  and  he  looked  forward  to  it  with  much  solici- 
tude, and  should  endeavor  to  reply  to  him  according  to 
his  best  abilities.  Mr.  W.  then  entered  into  a  lengthy 
reply  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  in  the  course  w 
which  he  contended  that  the  law  was  unnecessary,  be- 
cause the  States  had  at  present  the  power  to  pumsh  the 
deputy  postmasters  who  should  circulate  incendiary  puc* 
Itcations  in  violation  of  their  laws.  , 

Mr.   BUCHANAN  did  not  rise  again  to  ai^ue  ^^e 
question.     He  did  not  feel  any  petty  desire  to  hive  trie 
last  word.   He  should  now  merely  remark  that  the  Sena- 
tor from   Massachusetts,  in  his  Ust  observations,  1»^ 
done  nothing  more  than  again  to  restate  his  proposition* 
without  offering  any  new  argument  in  its  support,    n 
reminded  him  of  another  powerful  roan,  in  the  ancien^ 
time,  who  was  condemned  to  roll  a  large  stone  to  lo 
top  of  a  mountain,  which  was  always  falling  back  up 
him,  and  which  he  never  could  accomplish.    1*^  ^  ' 
tleman's  position  was  one  which  even  bis  great  po*^ 
did  not  enable  him  to  maintain. 

Mr.  B.  should  not  again  have  arisen  but  for  ^^^^f^' 
pose  of  making  a  single  remark.     The  Senator  tro 
Massachusetts  had  just  expressed  the  opinion  that  dep- 
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uty  postmasters  could  be  punished,  under  State  author- 
ity, for  circulating  inflammatory  pamphlets  and  papers  in 
viuiatiun  of  State  laws.  If  this  be  true,  then  all  the 
power  over  the  post  office  which  we  confer  by  this  bill, 
already  exists  in  the  States.  The  effect  of  it,  then,  will 
be  nothing  more  than  to  express  our  assent  to  the  exer- 
cise  of  a  power  over  deputy  postmasters  by  the  States, 
which  the  {gentleman  admits  to  exist  already.  Upon 
this  principle  there  can  be  nu  objection  to  the  adoption 
of  the  present  measure. 

Mr.  CUTHBCRT  only  rose  to  repeat  the  request 
that  the  Senate  would,  by  the  postponement  of  the  sub- 
ject for  a  short  time,  allow  him  an  opportunity  of  being 
heard  on  it  when  his  health  was  better.* 

Mr.  C.  then  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table;  which 
motion  was  lost. 

The  bill  was  then  rejected  by  the  following  votes 

Yeas — Messrs.  Black,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
CiJthbert,  Grundy,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia, 
Mangum,  Moore,  Nicholas,  Poiter,  Preston,  Rives, 
Robinson,  Tallroadge,  Walker,  White  Wright— 19. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Clay,  Crittenden,  Davi«i, 
Ewing  of  Illinois, E wing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough,  Hen- 
dricks, Hubbard,  Kent»  Knight,  Leigh,  AIcKean,  Mor- 
ris, Naadain,  Niles,  Prentiss,  Ruggles,  Shepley,  South- 
ard, Swif>,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Wall,  Webster— 25. 

PUBLIC     DEPOSITES. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to  regulate 
Uie  deposites  of  the  public  money. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  obtained  the  floor,  and  indicated  his 
intention  to  move  the  Senate  to  proceed  to  the  consid- 
eration of  executive  business. 

The  deposite  bill  was  then  postponed,  and  made  the 
special  order  for  to-morrow. 

After  transacting  some  other  business. 

On  moUon  of  Mr.  BENTON, 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  exec- 
utive business;  and,  af\er  some  time,  the  doors  were  re- 
opened, and  . 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


Trursdat,  Jukk    . 

MICHIGAN  SCHOOL  LANDS,  8tc. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WRIGH1\  the  bill  supplementary  to 
tbe  bill  to  establish  the  northern  boundary  of  Ohio,  and 
for  the  admission  of  Michigan  into  the  Union,  with  the 
amendment  thereto  proposed  by  him,  was  taken  up  and 
considered. 

Mr.  EWING  explained  the  provisions  of  the  bill  and 
of  the  amendment,  which  was  to  make  the  usual  reser- 
vations, in  behalf  of  Michigan,  of  school  lands,  and  of 
five  per  cent,  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  sales  of  public 
lands,  on  the  condition  of  the  recognition  of  the  abso- 
Hjte  right  of  the  United  States  to  dispose  of  the  vacant 
bnds,  &c.  &c.  The  only  peculiar  feature  in  the  bill 
be  pointed  out  to  be,  that  it  did  not  contain  the  usual  ex- 
emption from  taxation  for  five  years  of  lands  purchased 
by  individuals  from  the  United  States.  Dispensing  with 
this  exemption,  it  was  thought,  would  tend  to  discourage 
purchases  merely  for  speculation,  and  be  otherwise  of 
fpneral  benefit. 

Mr.  BENTON  expressed  his  approbation  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  bill. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  be  was  not  in  favor  of  this  change  in 
the  compact  with  the  new  States.  He  considered  the 
knowledge  that  for  m  period  of  time  the  lands  were 
lo  be  exempt  from  taxation,  was  a  powerful  motive  to 
purchasers;  and  he  hoped  the  bill  would  not  be  passed 
without  the  usual  exempting  clause.  Mr.  C.  moved  to 
s»mend  the  bill  by  inserting  a  provision  exempting  from 


taxation   for   five  years   all  lands  sold  by  the    United 
States. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said,  if  the  object  was  to  have  the  lands 
settled  and  sold  for  no  other  purposes,  it  was  highly  im- 
portant that  the  practice  of  exempting  those  lands  from 
taxation  should  be  discontinued.  He  said  the  custom 
was  established,  when  the  practice  of  the  Government 
was  to  sell  on  five  years'  credit,  for  the  minimum  price 
of  two  dollars;  the  subsequent  reduction  of  the  price, 
for  cash  sales,  had  been  a  sufficient  inducement  to  pur- 
chasers, and  he  did  not  think  ahy  one  actual  settler  had 
ever  been  induced  to  buy  by  the  exemption  from  taxa- 
tion; but  speculators  in  large  amounts  were  often  so 
induced;  and  he  hoped  the  practice  would  be  aban- 
doned. 

Mr.  W.\LKER  was  in  favor  of  the  exemption,  and 
explained  the  eflVct  upon  lunds  in  Louisiana.  It  would 
operate,  he  suid,  as  an  encouragement  to  construct 
levees,  and  reclaim  valuable  back  lands. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  said  he  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  of  Kentucky,  because  he  was 
opposed  to  admitting  the  State  of  Michigan  upon  differ- 
ent terms  from  those  upon  which  other  new  States  had 
been  admitted.  If,  after  the  State  had  been  admitted, 
it  was  found  desirable  to  abolish  the  practice  generally, 
he  would  go  for  it,  but  now  he  wished  to  put  this  State 
on  the  same  footing  as  neighboring  States. 

Mr.  EWING  said,  if  he  could  see  any  benefit  to  the 
United  States  from  the  exemption,  be  would  not  object 
to  the  introduction  of  the  amendment;  but  he  thought  it 
operated  only  as  a  restraint  upon  the  States,  without  any 
benefit  to  the  country.  He  thought  there  was  no  dimi- 
nution in  the  eagerness  to  purchase  lands;  and  where  it 
was  done  for  speculation,  he  thought  it  for  the  good  of 
the  country  in  some  measure  to  discourage  it.  He  stated 
that  he  had  learned  this  morning,  that  a  million  of  dollars 
had  been  received  from  sales  of  lands  in  the  peninsula  of 
Michigan,  and  he  looked  with  anxiety,  instead  of  exul- 
tation, upon  the  immen.se  sales  he  heard  of  daily.  He 
did  not  think  the  old  States  which  had  come  in  with  the 
restriction,  would  feel  any  jealousy  if  it  was  not  imposed 
upon  the  new  States.  He,  as  a  representative  of  one  of 
the  oldest  of  the  States  which  had  been  admitted  with 
the  restriction,  felt  no  jealousy.  It  was  but  of  little  im- 
portance to  Ohio,  for  the  time  had  nearly  come  when  it 
cotild  not  aflTect  her  in  any  way.  He  thought  the  same 
principle  should  be  extended  to  all  States  hereafter  to 
be  admitted;  and  unless  it  was  proper  so  to  extend  it, 
he  should  not  be  in  favor  of  it.  It  had  been  first  sug- 
gested to  him  some  time  since,  and  he  was  satisfied  then 
and  now  that  the  exemption  was  of  no  benefit  to  the 
United  States,  and  was  inconvenient  to  the  States. 

Mr.  CLAY  replied  at  length,  and  said  he  thought  the 
argument  of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  was  conclusive, 
and  ought  to  be  satisfactory  to  the  Senate.  If  the 
change  was  to  be  made  at  all,  Michigan  ought  to  be  ad- 
mitted upon  the  same  terms  as  the  other  States;  and 
then  the  change  should  be  made  general  for  them  all. 
But  he  was  opposed  to  the  proposition  to  change  the  ex- 
emption from  taxes  for  five  years,  not  only  in  this  appli- 
cation in  detail,  but  to  the  general  principle.  He  said 
it  would  affect  actual  settlers  most  unjustly  and  injuri- 
ously. The  purchasers  who,  according  to  custom,  made 
their  purchases  in  the  spring  to  remove  in  the  fall,  if 
they  should  be  prevented  from  entering  for  any  longer 
time,  would  often  find  that  they  had  lost  their  lands,  in 
consequence  of  sales  for  taxes,  of  which  they  had  no 
knowteilge;  while  the  sharp*eyed  speculator  would  have 
knowledge  of  the  facts,  and  would  not  be  in  any  way 
injuriously  affected.  The  worst  class  of  speculators  he 
considered  those  who  attend  sules  of  land  for  taxes,  to 
get  for  a  mere  song  the  property  of  the  poor  man,  whose 
misfortunes  had  prevented  his  complying  with  the  re- 
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quiaUion  for  taxes.  He  cnncliided  by  asking  for  (lie  yeas 
and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

After  some  further  explanation  by  Messrs.  WRIGHT 
and  CLAY, 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  that  it  was  not  ten  days  Mnce  he 
first  heard  that  it  was  in  contemplation  to  change  this 
part  of  the  compact.  He  considered  it  important,  and 
hoped  no  change  would  be  made  without  some  more 
mature  deliberation.  If  any  change  was  to  be  made,  it 
ought  to  be  done  by  a  general  law,  applicable  to  all  the 
States,  and  he  hoped  the  change  would  not  be  pressed 
in  (his  instance. 

Af^er  a  few  words  of  explanation  from  Mr.  EWING, 
of  Ohio, 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  amendment  moved 
by  Mr.  Clai,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YxAS — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay,  Crittenden,  Dav«s, 
Goldsborough,  Grundy,  Kent,  Knight,  Leigh,  McKean, 
Naudain,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins,  Southard,  Svi'ift, 
Tipton,  Tomhnson,  Wall,  Webster— 20. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Cuthbert, 
Kwing  of  lllinoisy  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hendricks,  Hubbard, 
Ring  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Mangum, 
Moore,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Rives,  Robinson,  Rug- 
gles,  Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  White,  Wright— 24. 

So  the  amendment  was  negatived. 

The  bill  was  then  passed,  in  the  modified  form  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Wbioht. 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  Indian  department,  and  amendments;  tiie  ques- 
tion being  on  concurring  with  the  House  in  (he  addi- 
tional appropriations  for  (he  removal  of  (he  Creek  In- 
dians. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  (o  amend  the  amendment,  by 
providing  that  no  private  contracts  shall  be  made  under 
this  appropriation,  without  giving  previous  public  notice; 
which  being  agreed  to,  the  amendment  of  the  House  as 
amended,  was  concurred  in. 

PRE-EMPTION  CLAIMS. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  receiving  the  proof  of 
certain  pre-emption  claims  under  (he  act  of  the  19th  of 
June,  1834,  came  up  on  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  opposed  the  bill,  on  the 
ground  (hat  a  great  mass  of  fraud  and  perjury  would  be 
pracdsed  under  it,  and  that  the  United  States  would  be 
deprived  of  a  vast  quanti(y  of  ita  best  lands,  to  enrich 
those  who  had  no  claim  whatever  on  (hem.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Mississippi  who  introduced  this  bill  [Mr. 
Walxkr]  could  no(  possibly  be  aware  of  the  extent  of 
the  frauds  (hat  would  be  perpetrated  under  it.  Mr.  E. 
instanced  the  vast  tracts  of  valuable  lands  acquired  from 
the  Indians  in  Wisconsin,  and  above  (he  rafts  of  the  Red 
river,  worth  four  dollars  per  acre,  (hat  would  he  en(ire- 
ly  swept  away  by  persons  who  had  gone  on  them,  to 
wait  for  some  such  law  of  this  kind.  The  bill,  he  sa'rrl, 
held  out  a  bribe  to  falsehood,  fraud,  and  perjury.  If  it 
was  a  small  matter,  as  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  sup- 
posed, he  would  not  so  earnestly  oppose  it — he  would 
not  object  to  giving  each  rascal  who  crossed  (he  Missis- 
sippi his  $1,000  in  order  to  gel  rid  of  him;  bu(  the  man 
who  was  disposed  to  defraud  (he  Government  under  this 
bill,  must  be  a  worthless  rascal  indeed,  if  he  could  not 
make  his  tens  of  thousands  and  hundred  of  thousands. 
They  had  evidence  enough  of  the  frauds  that  had  been 
perpetrated  under  these  pre-emption  laws.  Some  of  these 
claimants  would  have  no  difficulty  in  swearing  to  at  least 
a  dozen  cases. 

Mr.  WALKER  rose  to  defend  the  character  of  the 
trttlers  on  the  western  lands.  He  denied  that  (bey  were 


a  set  of  purjured  rascals.  They  were  as  high-mindfd 
and  as  honorable  a  set  of  men  as  any  on  the  face  of  the 
earth,  and  as  little  deserved  the  imputations  that  hid 
been  cast  on  them  as  their  libellers  on  that  floor.  He 
did  not  know  where  gentlemen  got  their  habit  of  speal^* 
ing  of  these  men,  who,  for  honest  integrity,  virtue, 
and  patriotism,  would  compare  with  any  people  on  the 
face  of  the  earth,  unless  it  was  from  the  English  and 
Scotch  reviewers.  Go  back  (said  Mr.  W.)  to  the  pe- 
riod of  the  last  war,  and  say  who  it  was  that  filled  up  the 
ranks  of  our  army.  Who  was  it  that  defended  New  Or- 
leans and  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  from  the  poiiu- 
tion  of  the  footsteps  of  a  foreign  foe,  but  these  pur- 
jured rascals,  (hat,  gentlemen  so  Vehemently  denounced 
on  that  floor  ^  In  reply  to  the  objections  of  Mr.  Ewr^fi, 
Mr.  W.  said  that  it  was  impossible  that  purjuries  could 
be  committed  under  this  bill;  because,  as  the  evidence 
must  be  taken  within  separate  land  districts,  and  before 
the  Register  and  Receiver,  each  settler  would  be  known, 
and  no  one  of  them  could  swear  to  more  than  one 
case,  or  personate  more  than  one  claim.  Mr.  W. 
also  showed  that  the  tracts  of  country  between  the 
Des  Moines  and  Lake  Michigan,  and  above  the  nft 
of  Red  river,  referred  to  by  the  Senator  fi^m  Ohio, 
could  not  be  affected  by  (his  bill,  as  all  these  lands  hare 
been  acquired  by  Indian  treaties  since  1834.  and  H>e 
bill  excludes  any  claimant  who  has  settled  on  lancis  to 
which  (he  Indian  title  had  not  been  extinguished  before 
that  time.  [Mr.  W.  read  the  dates  of  the  treaties  by 
which  these  lands  were  acquired.]  Mr.  W.urgvdi 
variety  of  arguments  in  support  of  the  bill,  contending 
that  it  would  by  no  means  extend  as  far  as  was  appre* 
bended  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio?  that  these  BCttlers, 
for  whose  benefit  the  bill  was  intended,  had  a  vested 
right  in  the  lands  they  had  settled,  relying  on  (beWih 
of  (he  Government,  and  that  it  would  be  inf»politic  as 
well  as  unjust  to  deprive  them  of  (he  land  defended  bf 
their  bloocl  and  enriched  by  their  industry,  for  (he  pal* 
(ry  consideration  of  the  additional  two  cents  per  scr« 
they  would  get  at  the  public  sales  from  the  land  specu- 
lators. 

Mr.  MORRIS  observed  that,  when  this  bill  was  before 
the  Senate  the  other  day,  he  was  not  altogether  satisfied 
with  its  provision?,  and  (herefore  did  not  vote  for  its  en* 

?^rossment.  This  bill  contemplated  extendit^g  (he  titw 
or  making  proof  of  pre-emption  claims  under  the  la*" 
of  1832,  extended  by  the  law  of  1834.  Now,  be  wish- 
ed  to  know  whether  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had 
decided  that  the  claimant,  under  the  law  of  1833,  w« 
entided,  whether  the  land  he  settled  had  b^en  surveyed 
or  not? 

Mr.  WALKER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  MORRIS  thought  that  the  Secretary  had  decided 
wrong,  and  that  the  law  of  1832  never  contemplated  ap- 
plying to  unstirveyed  lands.  This  law  spoke  of  qu*^^'' 
sections;  and  how  could  the  settler  prove  a  quarter  sec- 
tian  unless  the  land  had*  been  surveyed?  Mr.  M>  »>^ 
he  was  for  extending  every  encouragement  to  settlers 
on  the  public  lands,  by  a  reduction  of  prices,  as  far  as 
any  gentleman  would^  go;  but  he  was  not  in  f^^^ 
of  pre-emptions,  as  he  thought  the  system  had  not  work- 
ed well.  If  claimants  under  the  pre-emption  l»vs  bad 
been  prevented,  by  any  fault  of  the  Govcrnmenti  f'*°J? 
completing  their  proof,  he  would  grant  relief  in  indi* 
vidual  cases,  as  they  were  substantiated;  but  be  v^ 
opposed  to  any  general  law,  which  must  necessanlf 
lead  to  great  difficulties  and  embarrassmen(s. 

Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  denied  that  he  had  made  an/ 
general  accusation  against  the  settlers  on  the  pu^h^ 
lands.  What  he  said  was,  that  numerous  frsuds  and 
purjuries  had  been  committed  with  regard  to  *.he  pub'f 
lands,  of  which  their  tables  groaned  with  the  fullest  evi- 
dence, and  that  these  persons  whom  he  begg^  ^*^^ 
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still  to  designate  as  rascals,  would  avail  themselves  of 
the  provisions  of  this  bill,  to  perpetrate  more  frauds 
and  perjuries.  The  Senator  from  Mississippi  mig^ht 
say,  if  he  chose,  that  there  was  not  a  rascal  in  the  West, 
but  he  knew  that  innumerable  frauds  and  perjuries  had 
been  committed  there,  and  their  files  showed  abundant 
evidence  of  it.  He  cast  no  general  imputation  on  the 
settlers  of  tlie  West;  he  considered  himself  one  of  them, 
and  it  was  natural  for  him  to  speak  of  them,  as  he  did, 
in  the  roost  favorable  terms. 

Mr.  E.  recapitulated  his  objections  to  the  bill,  and 
enlarged  on  the  evils  that  would  grow  out  of  it.  He 
denied  that  the  claimants  under  the  laws  of  1832  and 
1834  had  anjr  vested  rights  in  the  lands — his  colleague 
having  well  said  that  the  act  of  1832  never  contemplated 
applying  to  unsurveyed  lands.  He  agreed  that  the 
checks  and  guards  in  this  bill  would,  to  some  measure, 
prevent  tl)e  reception  of  false  evidence,  but  not  to  the 
extent  desired.  He  had  no  sort  of  doubt  but  that  an 
individual  might  so  disguise  himself  as  to  personate  ten 
or  fifteen  different  claimants.  This  had  been  done  be- 
fure,  and  would  be  done  again.  Eiperience  had  suffi- 
ciently shown  them  what  frauds  could  be  perpetrated 
under  these  pre-emption  laws.  In  one  case  an  individ- 
ual settled  on  a  tract  of  land  in  the  neighborhood  of  a 
fort,  and  the  courts  had  decided  that  he  was  entitled  to 
his  pre-emption,  because  it  was  public  land,  though  the 
tract  was  worth  five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Suspi- 
cions were  entertained  that  the  Register  and  Receiver 
were  interested  with  him;  but  this  was  of  no  avail,  as  it 
could  not  be  proved.  Mr.  B.  said  it  waa  not  out  of  want 
of  regard  to  the  actual  and  honest  settlers  that  had  gone 
upon  the  public  lands  that  he  opposed  the  bill,  but  it 
was  to  guard  against  fraud,  perjury,  and  speculation, 
that  he  had  set  his  face  against  it. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  that  if  the  term  "  public  hinds" 
comprehended  unsurveyed  lands,  these  settlers  undonbt- 
edly  bad  vested  rights  in  the  lands  they  claimed.  I'his 
question  was  first  raised  in  1833,  and  was  referred  by 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  solemnly  decided  that 
pre^emptioners  on  the  unsurveyed  lands  were  entitled 
to  their  pre-emptions,  because  they  were  as  much  public 
lands  as  those  that  had  been  surveyed.  To  be  sure,  they 
Were  required  to  make  their  proof  in  two  years;  but,  by 
omitting  to  appoint  a  surveyor,  they  were  deprived  of 
the  chance  of  doing  so. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  if  there  was  any  one  thing  on  which 
be  supposed  the  mind  of  Congress  was  made  up  when 
he  first  came  here  this  winter,  it  was  to  put  an  end  to 
this  nefarious  system  of  pre-emptions.  He  had  been 
informed,  by  the  most  undoubted  authority,  that  printed 
affidavits  were  regularly  sold  in  the  market  at  New  Or- 
leans, containing  all  the  requisites  to  establish  a  good 
pre-emption  claim.  On  one  occasion  the  Governor  of 
Louisiana  was  called  on  to  certify  an  affidavit  purporting 
to  have  been  signed  by  a  justice  of  the  peace  who  he 
knew  was  one  hundred  and  fiHy  miles  off;  and  on  an- 
other he  was  called  on,  with  the  signature  of  a  justice  he 
hid  suspended  from  office  six  montlis  before.  While 
the  system  was  liable  to  such  glaring  abuses,  he  hoped 
gentlemen  would  not  agree  to  extend  it. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  contended  that  it  never  could 
have  been  the  intention  of  Congress  to  extend  the  privi- 
lege of  pre-emptions  beyond  the  surveys,  and  beyond 
the  civil  organization  of  the  country;  and  it  was  appa- 
rent on  the  face  of  the  act  that  it  was  only  intended  to 
^Ppiy  to  surveyed  lands.  This  act  ought  to  be  construed 
like  all  other  acts,  by  considering  the  whole  of  it,  in 
order  to  arrive  at  its  true  meaning. 
[Mr.  K.  here  read  the  act.] 

How  could  this  act  designate  a  quarter  section  as  the 
portH/n  for  each  settler,  unless  it  was  intended  to  apply 


to  surveyed  lands?  If  there  was  to  be  a  general  scram- 
ble for  the  public  lands,  let  the  poor  honest  man  every 
where  have  a  chance,  as  well  as  these  pre-emptioners. 
Let  us,  said  he,  understand  the  grounds  on  which  we 
legislate,  and  not  hold  out  advantages,  as  was  done  by 
this  bill,  to  lawless  depredators,  and  who  drive  out  every 
honest  man  from  competition  with  them,  fie  considered 
the  system  under  which  they  had  acted  ever  since  the 
pre-emption  laws  commenced,  as  disgraceful  to  the 
Government,  and  as  a  reward  for  the  violation  of  the 
laws.  He  had  not  read  the  review  referred  to  by  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi;  but,  on  hearing  the  extract 
read  by  the  gentleman,  he  could  not  but  be  struck  with 
the  remarkable  intelligence  of  the  people  on  the  other 
side  of  the  water,  with  regard  to  their  opinions  of  those 
persons  he  termed  squatters.  The  gentleman  was  more 
comprehensive  than  he  was  in  his  application  of  the 
term  '*  squatters,"  fur  he  applied  it  to  the  first  settlers 
at  Jamestown,  to  the  pilgrims,  and  even  to  Columbus; 
and  he  said  that  they  were  squatters  who  saved  New 
Orleans,  and  would  have  conquered  at  Bladensburg,  had 
they  been  there.  Now,  he  was  by  no  means  so  compre« 
hensive  in  his  application  of  the  term.  He  applied  it  to 
those  persons  who  had  gone  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
settlements,  and  were  wholly  reckless  of  the  laws,  either 
of  God  or  man.  They  were  the  non-consumers  of  the 
country,  performed  no  duties,  either  civil  or  military, 
and  led  lives  without  labor.  They  went  beyond  the 
civil  organization  of  the  country,  for  the  purpose  of  dri- 
ving the  Indians  oflT  their  lands,  and  eventually  securing 
them  by  pre-emption,  and  paid  a  habitual  disregard  to 
all  laws,  human  and  divine,  unless,  indeed,  it  was  pre- 
emption laws;  and  these  they  only  cared  for  because 
they  enabled  them  to  sell  the  lands  they  had  so  lawlessly 
acquired.  They  took  possession  of  the  lands,  and  would 
not  permit  any  man  who  went  there  to  locate  btiy  them, 
unless  they  were  well  paid  for  the  permission. 

From  the  act  of  1832  it  appeared  evident  that  Con- 
gress could  never  hnve  intended  it  to  apply  to  lands  be- 
yond the  survey.  There  could  have  been  no  possible 
motive  fur  encouraging  men  who  had  gone  so  far  be- 
yond the  settlements  as  to  leave  the  surveys  behind 
tiiem. 

Af\ersome  remarks  from  Mr.  BLACK,  in  favor  of  the 
bill,  the  question  was  taken  on  its  final  passage,  and  it 
was  rejected  by  the  following  vote: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Buchanan,  Rwing  of 
Illinois,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  King  of  Alabama,  Linn^ 
Moore,  Nicholas,  Porter,  Rive?,  Robinson,  Tallmadge, 
Walker,  White,  Wright— ir. 

Nats — Mi-ssrs.  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Crittenden, 
Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsbnrough,  Kent,  King  of 
Georgia,  Knight,  Leigh,  McKean,  Mnngum,  Morris, 
Naudain,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Bobbins,  Southard,  SwiO, 
Tumlinson,  Wall,  Webster— 23. 

THE  PUBLIC  DEPOSU'ES. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to  regulate 
the  depusites  of  the  public  money. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  committee — 

Mr.  WRIGHT  (the  chairman  of  the  committee)  said 
that  hi^  only  object  now  was  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  that  part  of  the  bill  which  particularly  related 
to  the  regulation  of  the  puldic  depoaites  in  the  deposite 
^anks.  The  other  part  of  the  bill,  which  rdHted  to  the 
disposition  of  the  surplus  he  should  not  now  refer  to.  Ho 
wished  to  call  the  attention  of  Senators  particularly  to 
those  parts  of  the  bill  on  which  some  unavoidable  diffi- 
culties existed,  in  order  that  they  might  sup;gest  such 
ameiulmonts  as  they  deemed  necess.iry.  In  the  third 
section  of  (he  hill  the  deposited  wrre  restricted  to  bank;) 
incorporated  by  the  Stales,  by  Congress  for  the  District 
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of  Columbia,  and  by  the  legislative  councils  of  the  Ter- 
ritories. Now,  there  was  one  State  in  this  Union  (the 
State  of  Missouri)  which  had  no  bank,  and  the  deposites 
of  this  State  were  made  in  an  agency  of  one  of  the  Ohio 
banks  at  St.  Louis.  His  construction  of  the  bill  was, 
that  it  would  prohibit  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
from  continuing  this  agency;  and,  if  he  construed  it  in 
the  same  way,  he  must  select,  fur  the  deposites  of  Mis- 
souri, some  other  bank  nearest  to  that  State,  which  must 
be  some  bank  in  Indiana.  But  Indiana  would  probably 
have  As  much  money  deposited  in  her  banks  as  the  bill 
would  allow  them  to  have.  Af^ain:  in  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois there  was  a  bank  incorporated  by  the  State  hws;  but 
it  was  a  mooted  question  whether  this  bank  was  incor- 
porated in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  her  consti- 
tution. In  Indiana  the  banks  were  prohibited  by  their 
charters  from  discounting  on  their  depositesf  and  there- 
fore, being  unable  to  use  the  public  money  committed 
to  them,  they  would  not  consent  to  pay  interest,  in  ac- 
cordance with  one  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill.  With 
respect  to  the  specie  provisions  in  the  bill,  he  thought 
it  ought  to  have  been  more  explicit  on  that  head;  but, 
on  examining  the  statements  of  the  deposite  banks,  he 
found  that  those  of  five  of  the  States,  say  Virginia,  Ten- 
nessee, Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  Alabama,  would  by 
this  bill  be  compelled  to  double  their  amount  of  specie, 
or  decline  the  public  d(  posites.  This  provision  would 
not  aftecl  the  northern  and  northwestern  banks,  nor  the 
banks  of  South  Carolina,  because  they  had  more  specie 
than  was  reqtiired.  The  bill  originally  provided  that 
the  power  of  di<»continuing  a  deposite  bank  should  be 
discretionary  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  but 
the  committer  had  thought  proper  to  enumerate  the 
cases  under  which  deposite  banks  might  be  discontinu- 
ed; but  in  doing  so,  they  had  left  the  matter  still  doubt- 
ful, and  he  wished  this  provision  to  be  made  more  ex- 
plicit. 

In  the  first  section  of  the  bill  it  was  provided  that 
(here  should  not  be  deposited  in  any  one  bank  an  amount 
to  exceed  three  f(nn-tlis  of  its  capital.  This  provision, 
lie  thought,  would  occasion  embarrassment  to  the  re- 
ceivers of  the  public  moneys;  because  they  might  want 
to  deposite  the  public  funds  tliey  hud  collected  at  a  time 
when  the  bank  had  already  received  its  fidl  amount,  and 
therefore  be  compelled  to  retain  the  money,  or  to  de- 
posite \t\  Jiome  other  bank.  He  thought,  therefore,  that 
the  business  of  equalizing  the  deposites  should  be  left 
entirely  to  the  Secretarj ;  and  that  it  would  be  better 
to  provide,  instead  of  the  present  provision,  that  not 
more  than  three  fourths  beyond  their  capital  should  re- 
main in  each  bank. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  then  proposed  an  amendment,  which 
wus  agreed  to,  providing  that  the  deposite  banks  shall 
render  to  the  Government  all  the  duties  that  were  re- 
quired of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  offices. 

Mr.  PORTCIU  supposed  that  the  moneys  collected  in 
Missouri  might  be  managed  by  an  agency  of  one  of  the 
New  Orleans  banks,  or  that  Congress  might  create  an 
agency  at  St.  Louis. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  stated  that  there  were  some  doubts 
at  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  the  State  Hank  of  Illinois, 
whether  it  was  constitutionally  chartered;  but  he  had  no 
doubt  but  that  the  difficulty  would  be  removed  at  the 
next  session  of  the  liCgislature. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  thought  that  the  provisions  of  the 
bill,  with  respect  to  the  payment  of  interest,  would  ef- 
fectually prevent  the  banks  of  Indiana  from  receiving 
the  public  deposites;  because,  being  prohibited  by  their 
charters  from  discounting  on  them,  they  could  make  no 
profits  out  of  which  to  pay  interest. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  that  as  it  was  undoubtedly  of 
some  importance  to  a  State  to  have  these  deposites,  In- 
diana might  consider  it  worth  while  to  enlarge  the  pow- 


ers of  her  banks.  If  this  could  not  be  done,  an  amend- 
ment  might  be  made  preventing  this  provision  of  the 
bill  from  applying  to  banks  which  were  prohibited  from 
discounting  on  their  deposites. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS,  in  reference  to  Indiana  enlarging 
the  power  of  the  banks  in  the  particular  referred  to, 
said  that  the  difficulty  was  felt  last  year,  and  an  attempt 
was  made  in  the  Legistature  for  that  purpose,  but  that 
it  had  failed.  He  would  prefer,  he  said,  an  amendment 
as  suggested  by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  BENTON  observed  that  the  Senator  from  New 
York  had  very  properly  confined  his  explanations  to  one 
part  of  the  bill,  without  turning  his  attention  to  another 
subject  which  ought  not  to  be  in  it,  and  which  belongt-  rl 
to  the  distribution  land  bill.  But,  while  he  applauded 
the  Senator  for  bringing  to  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
but  one  subject  at  a  time,  he  could  not  agree  with  him 
as  to  the  one  he  had  selected.  He  hoped  the  Senator 
would  drop  the  first  half  of  the  bill,  and  take  up  that 
part  which  proposed  to  divide  the  public  money  among 
the  States.  It  would  be  an  unnecessary  labor  for  them 
to  go  on  with  their  arrangements  for  fi Ay  or  sixty  dt  - 
posite  banks,  when,  by  a  subsequent  provision  in  the 
bill,  they  would  have  no  money  to  deponte  with  them, 
or  so  small  nn  amount  that  no  banks  of  any  character 
would  think  it  worth  while  to  enter  into  arrangement:* 
for  it.  He,  for  one,  would  neither  compromise  nor  tcm- 
porize  with  this  distribution  principle;  the  country  wouM 
tuke  care  of  itself;  and  it  would  be  found  that  the  va*i< 
cinations  with  respect  to  ruin  from  having  too  much  mo 
ney,  would  turrv.  out  just  as  did  those  of  the  panic  seit« 
sion,  about  having  too  little.  As  to  Missouri,  she  w.i  ^ 
expunged  from  this  bill.  A  State  which  received  an'l 
distributed  more  money  than  any  of  the  western  States — 
a  State  which,  from  her  position,  and  her  safe  and  r»p'd 
communication  to  every  quarter,  was  the  first  in  impor- 
tance in  the  West  to  the  fis£al  concerns  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  from  whence  the  paymasters,  qtiartermastci  s, 
.«>ur%'eyors,  and  Indian  agents,  all  took  their  departure 
with  their  supplies  of  every  description — was  to  be  ex- 
punged from  the  bill.  He  did  not  perceive  that  hij 
friend  from  New  York  had  taken  up  the  idea,  siigipeMed 
by  the  Senator  from  Louisiana,  that  the  CJovernmeitt 
was  to  establish  a  bank  at  St.  Louis,  under  the  name  of 
an  agency,  to  issue  five  dollar  notes,  and  to  have  a  capi- 
tal consisting  of  '•funds  and  properly  equivalent  to  spe- 
cie," like  the  District  banks.  His  fnend  from  Ney 
York  would  make  no  such  proposition;  but  those  \vl»> 
had  charge  of  this  bill  had  better  make  it,  to  cstabli<»h  a 
bank  at  St.  Louis,  or  an  agency  of  the  Patriotic  Bank  of 
this  city. 

The  deposite  system  had  gone  on  well  for  two  3'cars 
though  it  had  been  proplicsied  over  and  over  that  it 
would  not  wo:-k.  Those  who  had  made  these  prophe- 
cies had  now  the  control  of  this  bill,  and  they  had 
brought  it  in  to  make  their  prophecies  come  true;  for 
this  bill  was  as  much  intended  to  break  the  deposite 
hunks  as  if  it  was  expressed  so  on  the  face  of  it.  He 
was  inclined  to  think  that  if  Congress  would  let  the 
system  remain  as  it  was,  ihings  would  go  on  well;  but  if 
Congress  undertook  to  expunge  the  system,  the  great* 
est  difficulties  would  ensue. 

Mr.  WALKER  referred  to  the  provisions  in  the  conMi- 
tution  of  Mississippi  which  would  prevent  her  from  re- 
ceiving any  portion  of  the  surplus  to  be  distributed 
under  the  loih  section  of  the  bill|  and  he  hoped  that  that 
section  would  not  be  permitted  to  remain  in  the  bill. 
He  opposed,  with  great  force  and  energy,  the  distribu- 
tion principle  in  the  bill;  considering  it,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  a  free  gift;  for,  from  reasons  he  stated,  it  never 
could  be  returned  by  the  States.  He  also  opprscd  the 
inequality  of  the  disitribution,  which  is  proposed  to  be 
made  according  to  the  census  of  1830,  while  Mississippi, 
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having  more  than  doubled  her  popuUtion  since  that  time, 
would  not  get  more  tlian  one  half  of  what  her  present 
population  entitled  her  to.  Mr.  W.  felt  anxious  that 
the  vote  should  be  first  taken  on  the  distribution  part  of 
the  bill,  as  he  considered  it  wholly  unconnected  with 
the  principal  object  in  View.  If  it  should  pass,  he 
hoped  that  he  might  be  permitted,  as  a  Senator  from 
Mississippi,  to  enter  on  the  journal  a  calm,  dispassion- 
ate, and,  at  the  same  time,  solemn  protest  against  it. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  replied  to  the  objections  of  Mr. 
Walksb.  He  thought  that  the  postponement  of  the 
benelils  of  this  bill  to  the  State  of  Mississippi,  till  she 
provided  by  law  for  their  reception,  was  not  to  be 
weighed  against  the  general  benefits  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  BLACK,  after  taking  a  view  at  considerable 
length  of  the  surplus  that  would  be  in  the  Treasury,  and 
tlie  necessity  for  providing  some  mcxle  of  disposing  of 
it,  and  referring  also  to  the  distribution  land  bill,  which 
he  highly  commended,  gave  it  as  bis  opinion  that  the 
great  benefits  to  be  derived  from  this  bill  were  such 
that,  though  a  representative  of  Mississippi,  he  must 
give  it  his  support.  He  did  not,  however,  apprehend 
the  difficulties  stated  by  his  colleague,  for  be  believed 
tluit  the  Legislature  of  his  State  would  make  such  pro- 
visions as  eventually  to  entitle  her  to  the  benefits  of  this 
bill,  and  in  the  mean  time  she  would  not  be  injured  by 
ilie  other  Statea  receiving  their  quotas,  while  hers  re- 
mained waiting  for  her  disposal. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  denied  that  this  wss  intended  as  a 
distribution  bill — it  was  in  good  faith  a  deposite  bill,  and 
nothing  more.  Gentlemen  on  all  sides,  he  said,  admit- 
ted that  there  would  be  a  very  large  surplus  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  and  that  it  would  continue  to  increase  for 
two  or  three  years  to  come.  Now,  he  put  it  to  gentte- 
meo,  could  they  consider  this  vast  sum  safe  as  it  was.' 
Wastliere  not  a  necessity  for  depositing  it  somewhere.' 
And  where  could  that  be  so  safely  done  as  in  the  treas- 
uries of  the  States.'  If  the  Government  was  only  eco- 
nomically administered,  the  money  would  probably 
never  be  called  fort  but  if  there  should  be  war,  or  if 
the  revenue  of  1843  should  fall  short,  the  States  would 
pay  it  without  the  slightest  difficulty,  rather  than  have  a 
direct  tax,  as  the  events  of  the  last  war  proved.  Mr. 
C.  replied  to  the  objections  of  Mr.  Walkku,  as  to  the 
inequality  of  the  distribution,  by  saying  that  it  was  pro- 
posed in  the  only  way  that  it  could  be  made;  that  is,  on 
the  principle  on  which  the  direct  taxes  would  have  to 
be  levied;  ao  that  if  Mississippi  lost  now,  she  would 
liave  a  corresponding  gain  when  a  direct  tax  came. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  C,  but  before 
the  question  was  taken. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


Friday,  Justs  10. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  CURRENCY. 

Mr.  BENTON,  in  pursuance  of  notice  given,  asked 
and  obtained  leave,  and  introduced  the  following  bill; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading: 

A  RILf>  to  re-establish  the  currency  of  the  constitution 
for  the  Federal  Government. 

Be  U  enacted  bu  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Confess  assem- 
hUd^  That  bank  notes  and  paper  currency  of  every  de- 
scription shall  cease  to  be  received  or  offered  in  pay- 
ment on  account  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  Post 
Office,  or  in  fees  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  as 
follows:  Of  less  denomination  than  twenty  dollars,  none 
after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1837;  of  less  denomination 
than  fi(\y  dullars,  none  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1838; 
of  less  denomination  than  one  hundred  dollars,  none 
after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1839;  of  less  denomination 
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than  five  hundred  dollars,  none  after  the  3d  day  of 
March,  1840;  of  less  denomination  than  one  thousand 
dollars,  none  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1841;  and  none 
of  any  denomination  from  and  after  the  3d  day  of  March, 
1842. 

Ssc.  2.  And  he  it  furthtr  enacted.  That  any  person 
holding  an  appointment  under  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  any  bank  employed  to  keep  public  moneys, 
which  person  or  bank  shall  neglect,  evade,  or  attempt 
to  elude  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  guilty  of  an 
offence  against  the  laws;  and  the  person  so  offending 
shall  be  liable  to  be  dismissed  from  the  service,  and  the 
bank  so  offending  shall,  on  satisfactory  information,  be 
discontinued  as  a  depository  of  the  public  moneys. 

INCREASE  OF  THE  ARMY. 

The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  proceeded 
to  consider  the  bill  to  increase  the  present  military  es- 
tablishment of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  that  this  was  a  measure  of  western 
origin,  and  eminently  called  for  by  the  present  and 
prospective  condition  of  the  West.  Early  in  the  session 
his  colleague  [Mr.  Liirir]  and  a  Senator  from  Indiana 
[Mr.  Tiptoh]  had  submitted  resolutions  calling  upon  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  report  the  number  of  Indians  upon 
the  western  frontier,  and  to  give  his  opinion  upon  the 
propriety  of  increasing  the  strength  of  the  army,  with  a 
view  to-  the  security  of  that  frontier.  The  Secretary 
had  answered  promptly  and  satisfactorily.  His  report, 
dated  on  the  8th  of  March,  and  No.  228  of  the 
Senate  documents,  showed  that  the  number  of  Indians 
on  the  western  and  northwestern  border,  including  those 
yet  to  be  removed  by  the  Government,  amounted  to 
253,000  souls;  all  of  whom  are  either  in  the  immediate 
neighborhood,  or  within  striking  distance,  of  the  frontiers 
of  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  Missouri,  the  Des  Moines  settle- 
ments, and  the  Wisconsin  and  Michigan  Territories. 
At  the  usual  proportion  of  warriors  in  an  Indian  popula- 
tion, that  of  one  to  five,  this  aggregate  of  253,000  soula 
would  give  50,000  warriors;  bein|^  the  largest  Indian 
force  ever  yet  arrayed  on  the  frontier  settlements  of  the 
Union.  To  cover  the  people  of  the  West  and  North- 
west from  the  incessant  danger  of  such  a  vast  array  of 
savages,  they  had  their  proportion  of  a  small  army  of 
six  thousand  men,  which  in  point  of  effective  force,  and 
after  making  allowances  fur  the  casualties  of  service, 
could  not  be  expected  to  present,  at  any  one  time,  more 
than  4,500  for  action.  This  small  force,  then,  was  divi- 
ded out  between  the  lake,  the  maritime,  the  gulf,  and 
the  western  frontiers;  a  circuit  which  had  been  officially 
computed  at  about  12,000  miles,  following  its  meanders, 
and  about  9,000,*  following  its  general  courses;  so  that 
our  army,  if  stretched  round  the  frontier,  would  afford 
about  one  man  to  every  two  miles.  The  fortifications 
upon  the  maritime  and  gulf  coast  required  a  good  part 
of  this  force;  of  that  allotted  to  the  West,  a  part  had  to 
be  kept,  not  on  the  frontier,  but  at  a  convenient  position 
for  looking  out  for  danger,  and  proceeding  to  meet  it. 
It  was  upon  this  principle  that  a  regiment  was  usually 
in  the  neighborhood  of  St.  Louis;  not  that  troops  were 
wanted  there,  but  that  there  not  being  a  sufficient  num- 
ber in  service  to  guard  all  the  exposed  points,  a  c^rps 
was  therefore  placed  at  a  half-way  point  between  the 
head  and  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  and  near  the  conflu- 
ence of  the  Missouri,  where  the  means  of  transportation 
were  at  hand,  to  be  ready  from  that  point  to  go  north, 
south,  or  west,  as  events  might  require.  Thus,  these 
troops  within  a  few  years  past  had  ascended  the  Mia- 

• 

*  To  be  precise,  12,885  miles  by  the  meanders;  9,840 
miles  by  the  general  courses. — Afr.  Calhoun's  report 
aeaimt  reducing  the  army  in  1818,  and  before  the  aryuf>i- 
tton  of  Florida. — Note  by  Mr,  B, 
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sour'u  once  to  the  Yellow  Stone  river ;  three  times  to  the 
Upper  Misaissippi;  and  now  were  on  the  Ued  river; 
watching  th^  progress  oF  events  on  the  Texas  frontier. 
The  resuU'was  tliat  the  West  and  Northwest,  always  in- 
sufficiently guarded,  were  now  nearly  stripped  of  de- 
fence; and  this  at  a  time  when  the  Indian  wars  in  the 
South  were  having  their  natural  effect  of  exciting  the 
Indians  in  all  quarters,  and  doubling  the  necessity  for 
defence  where  it  was  so  much  weakened.  In  view  of 
all  the  dangers  of  this  state  of  things,  the  Secretary  of 
IVar,  Governor  Cass,  earnestly  recommends  an  augmen- 
tation of  the  army,  and  shows  an  increase  to  be  called 
for,  both  on  account  of  our  fortifications  and  the  inland 
frontier.     These  are  his  words: 

**  Extensive  and  permanent  fortifications  have  been 
constructed  upon  the  seaboard)  and  it  seems  to  be  gene- 
rally conceded,  tliat  our  most  important  points  of  com- 
munication with  the  ocean  shoukl  be  gradually  rendered 
secure  by  similar  works  against  the  advance  of  an  enemy. 
These  forts,  as  they  are  finished,  should  be  occupied  by 
troops,  not  only  to  prevent  such  insults  and  injuries  as 
large  commercial  places  are  exposed  to,  whose  ap- 
proaches are  not  suflicientl^  guarded,  but  also  to  keep 
the  works  in  a  proper  state  of  preservation.  These 
duties,  it  is  believed,  will  require  the  artillery  force  pro- 
posed to  be  maintained.  Experience  has  shown  that  we 
are  perpetually  liable  to  occurrences  which  demand  the 
concentration  and  movement  of  the  troops.  Whenever 
these  happen,  the  positions  occupied  must  remain  de- 
fenceless, unless  a  greater  force  is  raised.  This  is  now 
the  state  of  things  along  almost  all  our  Atlantic  border. 

**  With  respect  to  the  inland  frontier,  circumstances 
of  a  still  more  imperative  character  require  an  augihen- 
tation  of  the  army.  Events  have  shown  that  our  force 
in  that  quarter  is  not  sufficient  to  keep  the  Indians  in 
check.  Disturbances  are  continually  occurring,  at  com- 
paratively short  intervals,  some  of  which  terminate 
merely  by  alarming  and  agitating  the  country,  while 
others  lead  to  hostilities  more  or  less  extensive.  On 
these  occasions,  the  regular  troops  are  collected  from 
great  distances,  and  a  militia  force  is  usually  called  out. 
Heavy  expenditures  are  the  necessary  consequence, 
besides  the  loss  of  property  and  derangement  of  busi- 
ness in  the  section  of  country  where  these  troubles 
exist.  Instead  of  having  a  force  at  all  times  imbodied 
sufficient  to  overawe  the  Indians,  or  if  they  commence 
hostilities,  immediately  to  subdue  them,  much  time  is 
lost  in  the  necessary  arrangements,  while  the  spirit  of 
disaffection  is  spreading,  and  the  hostile  force  becomes 
thus  greatly  increased-  Within  the  last  nine  years  we 
have  had  four  difficulties  of  this  nature— K>ne  with  the 
Winnebagoes,  two  with  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  and  one 
with  the  Florida  Indians;  which,  altogether,  have  occa- 
sioned great  loss  of  property,  great  derangement  of  busi- 
ness, a  heavy  expenditure  of  money,  and  much  incon- 
venience in  those  portions  of  the  country  affected  by 
these  troubles,  and  which  furnished  the  militia,  whose 
services  were  required  to  aid  the  regular  troops  in  their 
operations.  An  augmentation  of  the  army  to  a  reason- 
able extent,  if  it  did  not  prevent  these  occurrences  al- 
together, would  certainly  render  them  less  frequent,  as 
well  as  less  injurious  and  extensive.  And  this  policy  is 
not  less  humane  than  useful.  It  is  far  better,  by  the 
display  of  force,  to  render  its  actual  employment  un- 
neccsmiry,  than  it  is  to  be  compelled  to  resort  to  it,  with 
all  the  UBuaV  accompaniments  of  an  Indian  campaign." 

A  force  often  thous4uid  men  is  deemed  to  be  neces- 
sary by  the  Secretary  of  War {  but,  to  obtain  that  force 
for  service,  he  shows  the  necessity  of  authorizing  a  lar- 
ger number)  as  the  casualties  of  service,  with  rapid  dis- 
charged from  three  years'  enlistments,  will  make  a  dif- 
ference of  about  one  thirtl  between  the  authorized  and 
the  actual  efreclivc  force.     The  commsmler-inchicf  of 


the  army.  General  Macomb,  concurs  in  this  opinion,  srui 
shows  it  to  be  necessary  to  authorize  an  estabiishment 
of  twelve  thousand  men,  in  order  to  have  a  force  of  ten 
thousand.     He  thus  expresses  himself  on  this  point: 

"Although,  according  to  the  instructions  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  the  organization  here  proposed  is  limited 
to  ten  tbo(\^and  men,  and  whicli  may  be  considered  \i 
a  minimum  force  for  the  purposes  for  wbid)  the  trmy 
is  intended,  it  is  respectfully  recommended  that,  in 
order  to  have  the  amount  of  force  always  effectiTf, 
eighteen  men  be  added  to  each  company  of  infantry 
and  artillery,  which  would  increase  the  nominal  force  to 
something  below  twelve  thousand  men;  but,  owinjr  to 
the  fact  of  the  men  being  enlisted  for  only  three  yetn, 
the  great  distance  the  recruits  have  generally  to  march, 
and  the  time  consumed  hi  joining  the  regiments  on  the 
frontiers,  and  the  necessity  of  keeping  within  the  authtv 
rized  numbers,  it  hardly  can  be  expected  that  ten  tliau 
aand  men  would  ever  be  exceeded,  should  Congress  au- 
thorize twelve  thousand  men,  as  here  recommended. 

"  Upon  a  review  of  the  fortificatidhs  which  have  been 
erected,  and  which  are  now  in  progress  fur  the  defence 
of  the  seacoaat,  it  is  found  that  there  is  a  considerable 
deficiency  of  artillerists  to  serve  the  guns,  and  to  guard 
and  preserve  the  forts,  as  well  as  the  valuable  properly 
in  them.  It  is  therefore  proposed,  as  above  rtcooi 
mended,  to  augment  the  number  of  companies  in  ibe 
artillery  from  thirty -six,  as  now  authorized,  to  toit) 
I'hese  companies  of  artillery  it  is  proposed  to  distribute 
along  the  seaboard,  from  Eastport,  in  Maine,  to  thedehi 
of  the  Mississippi;  and,  in  order  to  show  the  propose*! 
distribution,  two  tables  are  here  annexed,  marked  C  anJ 
D.  That  marked  C  shows  how  the  existing  thirt}'aii 
companies  may  be  most  advantageously  disposed  oFj  and 
that  marked  D,  how  it  is  proposed  to  distribote  the  for- 
ty companies.  Also  a  list  of  forts  on  the  seacoast,  pre- 
pared by  the  adjutant  general,  marked  E. 

*«  The  infantry  force,  with  that  of  the  regiment  uf 
dragoons,  is  best  adapted  to  the  defence  of  the  frontiers, 
including  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  The  present  amount  of 
infantry  is  not  sufficient,  in  the  opinion  of  the  under- 
signed, to  afford  adequate  protection  to  the  inhabitants 
residing  in  the  States  and  Territories  bordering  on  our 
Indian  and  other  frontiers,  and  girding  the  arseiuUiu 
the  southern  and  western  States. 

■*  If  the  project  above  recommended,  of  organizing 
the  infantry,  as  exhibited  in  the  paper  marked  U,  be 
adopted,  making  the  infantry  consist  of  nine  regiments 
instead  of  seven,  it  is  proposed  that  they  be  distributeJ 
on  the  frontiers,  and  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  ai  shown  in 
paper  marked  F;  which  organisation  and  distribution, 
it  is  believed,  wiH  be  the  most  effectual  for  roaintaiotnf 
the  discipline  of  the  army,  and  aflbrding  protection  tu 
our  extensive  frontiers." 

Mr.  B.  said  that  this  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
had  been  referred  by  the  order  of  the  Senate  to  tbe 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  this  committee  hail 
concurred  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary,  and  tbe  gene* 
ral-in-chief  of  the  army,  that  an  augmentation  of  the 
troops  was  necessary.  They  believed  that  ten  thousaiK 
men  for  service  would  not  exceed  the  number  required, 
and,  to  obtain  that  number  for  service,  they  fuHy  coo- 
curred  in  the  opinion  that  it  was  necessary  to  autbonre 
an  establishment  of  twelve  thousand  troops.  1^*= 
committee  had  reported  their  bill  accordingly!  ••"' 
while  providing  for  this  augmentation  of  the  number, 
they  had  also  proposed  to  diversify  the  arms  of  ibc 
troops,  and  to  add  riflemen  and  light  infantry;  two  spe- 
cies of  troops  peculiarly  adapted  to  frontier  ser»l«  v» 
Indian  wars,  of  which  our  military  establishment  v4| 
now  destitute,  and  which  were  called  for  by  the  united 
opinions  of  military  men. 


Having  thus  explained  the  origin  uf  the  measure, 
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t})e  aronant  and  nature  of  the  force  proposed  to  be  add- 
ed, Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  state  the  reasons  why  it  should 
be  agreed  to.  The  regrular  (roops  in  lime  of  peace,  he 
said,  were  wanted  far  four  different  purposes:  1st.  To 
guard  the  frontiers  from  Indians;  2d.  To  garrison  the  for- 
t  Beat  ions;  3d.  To  guard  the  arsenals;  4th.  To  give  securi- 
ty and  tranquillity  to  some  points  in  the  South.  The  circuit 
of  country  thus  requiring  to  be  guarded,  is  equal  in  extent 
to  the  largest  empires,  and  embraces  a  population  of 
fifteen  millions.  This  population  includes  a  portion  not 
homogeneous,  and  is  in  contact  with  another  race, 
which,  in  three  hundred  years,  has  seldom  been  at  peace 
with  the  whites.  The  western  and  northwestern  fron- 
tier alone,  from  the  Sabine  to  Lake  Superior,  requires 
an  actiye,  efficient  force  of  six  thousand  men,  and  these 
consisting  of  four  different  arms — infantry,  light  infan- 
try, rifie,  and  dragoons.  The  vast  accumulation  of  In- 
dians now  upon  that  frontier,  and  the  seventy-two  thou- 
sand yet  to  be  removed  to  it,  render  any  number  less  than 
SIX  thousand  for  active  service  a  mere  mockery  of  de- 
fence to  the  people;  a  show  to  lull  them  into  security, 
without  being  able  to  arrest  incursions  when  they  come. 
Of  those  tribes  now  or  the  western  frontiers,  many  are 
warlike  and  numerous,  and  have  never  yet  felt  the 
power  of  our  arms.  The  Camanches,  the  Pawnee», 
KJMckfeer,  and  Sioux,  are  of  this  description.  They 
have  been  killing  and  plundering  our  traders  and  hunt- 
ers for  years;  and,  from  the  impunity  they  have  en- 
joyed thus  far,  arc  emboldened  to  more  daring  enter- 
prises. Of  the  Indians  removed,  many  are  finely  equip- 
ped  with  armsf  horses,  and  ammunition,  obtained  from 
the  United  States  as  the  inducement  to  their  removal. 
Of  those  yet  to  be  removed,  seventy-two  thousand  souls 
in  nunnber,  yielding  a  roll  of  twelve  thousand  warriors, 
seven  thousand  are  the  Seminoles,  now  engaged  in  the 
Florida  war,  and  tweqty-five  thousand  are  the  Creeks, 
now  engaged  in  the  Alabama  and  Georj^ia  war.  The 
origin  of  these  wars  is  in  the  refusal  of  these  Indians  to 
remove  according  to  the  treaties  which  they  have  made. 
When  the  wars  are  over,  removal  will  ensue.  Removal 
is  the  end  of  war;  and  thus,  after  resistance  is  subdued 
by  killing  a  part  of  the  warriors,  the  removal  of  the 
remainder  commences. 

A  mass  of  thirty  thousand  Indians,  now  in  arms,  are  to 
be  removed  to  the  West  the  moment  they  agree  to  go; 
and  go  they  will,  their  hands  well  supplied  with  arms, 
munitions,  and  horses,  by  the  United  States,  and  their 
bosoms  well  filled  with  hostile  feelings  from  the  memory 
of  their  losses,  and  what  they  consider  to  be  their 
wrongs.  Indians  had  gone  to  the  West  from  New  York, 
Ohio,  Indians,  Michigan,  and  Illinois;  from  Georgia, 
Alabama,  and  Mississippi;  and  were  yet  to  go  from  all 
thoHC  States,  and  from  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee. 
To  relieve  the  old  Slates  from  a  useless  and  dangerous 
population,  and  to  provide  better  homes  for  themselves, 
these  Indians  were  removed  to  the  West;  but  it  was  a 
mere  transfer,  not  an  extinction  of  danger;  on  the  con- 
trary, the  danger  became  greater  from  the  removal,  for 
it  «aa  a  concentration  of  the  savages  upon  a  weak  fron- 
tier, and  in  contiguity  with  numerous  warlike  indigenous 
tribes  which  had  never  yet  felt  the  power  of  the  white 
man.  Western  members  had  agreed  to  this  removal,  for 
tt)e  benefit  of  the  older  States;  but  they  had  done  so 
under  the  belief  and  conviction  that  they  were  to  have 
k  competent  military  force  to  guard  against  this  trans- 
ferred and  accumulated  danger.  Up  to  this  moment 
they  had  never  had  such  a  force.  There  never  has  been 
a  force  on  the  West  and  Northwest,  since  the  removals 
began,  competent  to  guard  it.  So  far  from  it,  the  few 
troops  which  could  be  spared  for  that  frontier  were 
scattered  at  wide  intervals  upon  aline  of  immense  extent, 
and  the  largest  bo<]y  was  stationed  midway  between  the 
bead  and  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  to  be  ready  to 


proceed  in  any  direction  that  danger  threatened.  This 
body  was  now  upon  the  southwestern  frontier,  called  to 
Natchitoches  by  the  events  in  Texas;  and  the  West  and 
Northwest  were  almost  destitute.  Mr.  B.  looked  upon 
it  as  the  sacred  duty  of  the  States  which  had  transferred 
their  dangers  and  burdens  to  the  West,  to  transfer  sue* 
cor  tliere  also,  and  confidently  appealed  to  the  Senators 
from  those  States  to  vot6  the  increase  of  troops  which 
the  War  Department  recommended,  and  which  the  com- 
mittee had  reported.  To  other  Senators  he  appealed  in 
the  name  of  that  constitution  which  had  for  its  first  ob- 
ject the  common  defence  of  the  whole  Union;  and  to 
every  friend  of  the  West  he  presented  the  picture  of 
fire  and  blood,  of  burnt  houses,  devastated  fields, 
slaughtered  inhabitants,  unhtiried  dead,  food  for  beasts 
and  vultures,  which  now  disfigure  the  soil  of  Alabama, 
Florida,  and  Georgia,  and  demanded  if  they  were  wil- 
ling to  see  these  horrors  repeated  and  multiplied  upon 
the  borders  of  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  Missouri,  the  Des 
Muines,  Wisconsin,  and  Michigan^ 

Mr.  H.  said  there  had  been  three  different  periods, 
under  republican  administrations,  when  the  military 
peace  establishment  of  the  United  States  had  been  fixed 
by  law,  and  on  each  occasion  had  been  fixed  at  a  larger 
number,  the  relative  condition  of  the  country  consider- 
ed, than  the  present  bill  proposed.  The  first  of  those 
periods  was  in  the  year  1802,  the  first  of  Mr.  Jeflerson's 
ad  mi  nisi  rat  ion,  and  when  the  larger  part  of  the  troops 
raised  in  Mr.  Adams's  time  was  (lisbanded.  Mr.  Adams 
left  a  military  peace  establishment  of  5,438  men  and  ofli- 
cers;  Mr.  Jefferson  reduced  it  to  3,323.  This  was  done 
in  the  year  1802;  and  this  establi'shnaent  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son was  greater,  in  proportion  to  the  state  of  the  coun- 
try, than  12,000  would  be  now.  Louisiana  and  Florida 
were  not  then  acquired;  our  territorial  limit  has  doubled 
since  that  time;  our  population  is  trebled;  our  revenues 
quadrupled.  The  frontier  line  of  posts  actually  occu- 
pied by  our  troops  then  was  in  Georgia,  Tennessee, 
Kentucky,  and  Ohio;  it  is  now  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  at 
Key  West,  at  Pensacola,  Mobile,  New  Orleans,  the  Sa- 
bine, Natchitoches,  Red  river,  the  Arkansas,  the  Kan- 
sas, Des  Moines,  Prairie  du  Chien,  the  Falls  of  St.  An- 
thony, Lake  Winnebago,  and  the  outlet  of  Lake  Stipe- 
rior,  with  occasional  expeditions  to  the  foot  of  the 
Rocky  mountains,  and  to  the  confines  of  Mexico.  Thus, 
allowing  for  the  increase  of  territory,  for  the  extension 
of  the  line  occupied,  and  for  the  increase  of  wealth  and 
population,  an  establishment  of  12,000  men  now  would 
be  less  in  proportion  than  the  reduced  establishment  of 
Mr.  JcflTerson  was  in  1802. 

The  next  period  of  comparison  to  which  Mr.  B.  re- 
ferred, was  that  of  the  year  1808 — the  last  year  of  Mr. 
Jefferson's  administration,  when  the  military  establish- 
ment, under  a  slight  stimulus  from  '*  specks  of  war  on 
the  horizon,"  no  way  comparable  to  the  black  clouds 
which  now  hang  over  the  South,  was  augmented  to  an 
aggregate  of  9,996.  Thus,  Mr.  Jefferson  left  a  military 
establishment  about  4,000  stronger  than  the  one  which 
now  exists,  and  within  2,000  of  being  as  strong  as  the 
one  now  proposed.  The  estiblishment  which  he  lefl 
when  he  went  out  of  office  was  four  men  less  than  10,000, 
and  we  have  but  6,000  to-day.  An  augmentation  of  the 
army,  at  this  time,  upon  the  basis  of  that  which  he  left 
twenty-eight  years  ago,  would  give  a  force  of  24,000 
men. 

The  third  period  of  comparison  to  which  Mr.  B.  re- 
ferred, was  that  of  1815,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war 
with  Great  Britain,  and  when  the  war  establishment  was 
reduced  and  adapted  to  the  state  of  universal  peace 
which  then  prevailed.  A  peace  establishment  of  20,000 
men  was  then  the  policy  of  Mr.  Madison's  administra- 
tion; 15,000  was  voted  by  the  Senate;  10,000  rank  and 
file  was  finally  agreed  upon  in  conference  between  the 
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two  Houses  of  Congress,  with  additions  in  ordnance,  en- 
gineers, officers,  &c.,  which  presented  an  aggregate  of 
13,656.  This  was  twenty-one  years  ago,  and  before  the 
acquisition  of  JPlorida;  and  a  relative  increase  upon  that 
basis  at  the  present  time  would  give  an  establishment  of 
about  20,000  men.  But  the  bill  now  before  the  Senate 
does  not  propose  to  take  the  establishment  of  1815  for 
a  basis  to  be  built  upon,  but  as  a  limit  to  be  governed 
by.  It  proposes,  in  fact,  the  same  numerical  strength 
which  was  then  retained;  and  dispenses  with  part  of 
the  general  staff  and  with  some  parts  of  the  organi- 
zation. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  the  establishment  of  1815  was  con- 
firmed in  1818;  fur  at  that  time  a  proposition  was  made 
in  Congress  to  reduce  the  army,  but  failed  under  the 
cogent  reasons  which  were  given  for  keeping  it  up  to 
that  number.  A  call  was  made  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  April,  of  that  year,  upon  the  Secretary 
of  War,  to  report  to  the  next  session  of  Congress  upon 
the  military  establishment,  and  whether  *<  any  reduction 
could  be  made  with  safety  to  the  public  service." 
The  then  Secretary  (Mr.  Calhoun)  reported  on  the 
llth  of  December  following;  and  that  report,  which  was 
against  reduction  then,  furnishes  such  strong  reasons 
for  augmentation  now,  that  I  must  be  permitted  ^to 
avail  myself  of  a  portion  of  its  reasoning.  The  Secre- 
tary says: 

*'  Our  military  establishment  is  limited  by  the  act  of 
1815,  passed  at  the  termination  of  the  late  war,  at  10,000 
men.  The  corps  of  eng'neers  and  ordnance,  by  that 
and  a  subsequent  act,  were  retained  as  they  then  exist- 
ed; and  the  President  was  directed  to  constitute  the  es- 
tablishment of  such  portions  of  artiller)*,  infantry,  and 
riflemen,  as  he  might  judge  proper.  The  general  or- 
ders of  the  17th  of  May,  1815,  fix  the  artillery  at  3,200; 
the  light  artillery  at  660;  the  infantry  at  5,440;  and  the 
rifle  at  660.  Document  A  exhibits  a  statement  of  the 
military  establishment,  including  the  general  staff,  as  at 
present  organized,  and  B  exhibits  a  simitar  view  of  those 
of  1802  and  1808;  by  a  reference  to  which  it  will  appear 
that  our  military  establishments  at  the  respective  peri- 
ods, taken  in  the  order  of  their  dates,  present  an  aggre- 
gate of  3.323,  of  9,996,  and  of  12,656.  It  is  obvious 
that  the  establishment  of  1808,  compared  with  the  then 
wealth  and  population  of  the  country,  the  number  and 
extent  of  military  posts,  is  larger  in  proportion  than  the 
present;  but  the  unsettled  state  of  oar  relations  with 
Prance  and  England  at  that  period,  renders  the  compar- 
ison not  entirely  just.  Passing,  then,  that  of  1808,  let 
us  compare  the  establishment  of  1802  with  the  present. 
To  form  a  correct  comparison,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
compare  the  capacity  and  necessities  of  the  country  then 
with  the  present  time.  Since  that  period,  our  popula- 
tion has  nearly  doubled,  and  our  wealth  more  than 
doubled.  We  have  added  Louisiana  to  our  possessions, 
and  with  it  a  great  extent  of  frontier,  both  maritime  and 
inland.  With  the  extension  of  our  frontier,  and  the  in- 
crease of  our  commercial  cities,  our  military  posts  and 
fortifications  have  greatly  multiplied.  *  •  •  if,  then, 
the  military  establishment  of  1802  be  assumed  to  be  as 
small  as  was  then  consistent  with  the  safety  of  the  coun- 
try, our  present  est|iblishment,  when  we  take  into  the 
comparison  the  prodigious  increase  of  wealth,  popula- 
tion, extent  of  territory,  number  and  distance  of  military 
posts,  cannot  be  pronounced  extravagant;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  after  a  fair  and  full  comparison,  that  of  the 
former  period  must,  in  proportion  to  the  necessities  and 
capacities  of  the  country,  be  admitted  to  be  quite  as 
large  as  the  present;  and  on  the  assumption  that  the  es- 
tablishment of  1802  was  as  small  as  the  public  safety 
would  then  admit,  a  reduction  of  the  ezpense  of  our 
present  establishment  cannot  be  made  with  safety  to  the 
jervice  by  reducing  the  army." 


Resuming  his  remarks,  Mr.  B.  mid  it  would  be  re- 
membered by  the  Senate  that  this  report,  from  which 
he  had  read,  was  made  in  the  year  1818;  that  it  refer' 
red  to  the  peace  estabnshment  of  1815;  that  this  eitib' 
lishment  presented  an  aggregate  of  12,656;  and  thtt  U 
was  now  proposed  by  the  bill  before  the  Senate  to  raiie 
the  future  peace  establishment  to  12,000;  io  olber 
words,  it  was  proposed  to  re-establish  in  1836,  the  peace 
establishment  of  1815;  that  is  to  say,  of  twenty-one 
years  prior  date.  In  these  twenty-one  years  the  popu- 
lation and  wealth  of  the  country  had  nearly  doubled; 
Florida  had  been  acquired,  the  military  posts  and  fortifi- 
cations had  increased,  and  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  had 
been  extended;  the  Indians  had  been  accumulated  upon 
the  weakest  frontier  of  the  Union;  any  and  every  re»»« 
for  a  military  peace  establishment  was  greater  now  thin  it 
was  then.  He  (Mr.  B.)  claimed,  then,  and  approprate<l 
to  the  present  occasion,  every  word  of  the  report  of 
1818.  in  favor  of  augmenting  the  army  now,  which  wti 
used  against  reducing  it  then;  and  he  claimed  forerery 
one  of  these  words  double  as  much  force  now  as  il  hw 
then,  the  wealth  and  population  of  the  coontiy  being  » 
much  greater.  They  would  justify  an  establishment  ol 
20,000  men  at  this  time.  The  effect  of  this  report  upnn 
Congress  was  the  next  point  which  Mr.  B.  would  bring 
to  the  notice  of  the  Senate?  and  he  did  so  with  pnde 
and  satisfaction.  The  effect  was  decisive  upon  m 
body.  It  stopped  the  movement  to* reduce  the  army.  " 
left  the  establishment  of  1815  as  it  was!  It  left  the  es- 
tablishment of  12.656  troops,  with  their  two  nwjflr 
generals,  four  brigadiers,  and  the  whole  general  su», 
precisely  as  it  was!  The  whole  scheme  of  reducing  the 
army  failed  at  that  time;  and  this,  let  it  be  well  remeffl- 
bered,  was  before  the  acquisition  of  Florida;  that  ac 
quisition  which  has  given  ns  the  double  line  of  coast  oi 
that  peninsula  to  guard,  with  the  important  slstionsoi 
Key  West,  Tampa  bay,  St.  Mark's,  and  Pensacota.  16'« 
important  territorial  acquisition,  and  where  an  obstinate 
war  is  now  waged,  would  justify  the  increase  of  s  thou- 
sand men  upon  the  establishment  of  1815,  without  takjsg 
into  view  the  increase  of  wealth  and  population.  Mr- 
B.  wished  it  to  be  particularly  noted  that,  while  the  biii 
before  the  Senate  only  proposed  to  revive  the  miiii»ry 
peace  establishment  of  1815,  yet  there  were  three  da- 
tinct  reasons  why  a  larger  establishment  than  that  roigfti 
now  be  asked  for,  namely:  1.  The  acquisition  of  Florida, 
which  took  place  in  1819.  2.  The  accumulation  of  In- 
dians on  the  western  frontier.  3.  The  increased  we»i"» 
and  population  of  the  country.  These  reasons  all  ap- 
plied in  favor  of  a  permanent  peace  establishment 
while  the  wars  with  the  Creeks  and  Seminolcs  reqiiire<» 
additional  regular  troops.  General  Scott  had  earnesuj 
applied  for  them,  had  earnestly  called  for  filling  up  Uie 
ranks  early,  so  as  to  have  the  recruits  trained  for  ser- 
vice by  the  commencement  of  the  winter  campaign  m 
Florida. 

Mr.  B.  said  that,  besides  the  augmentation  of  thc^j 
my,  a  diversity  of  arms  was  proposed,  by  reviving  a  H ' 
infantry  and  a  rifle  regiment.  The  open  order  ina 
quick  evolutions  of  the  light  infantry  made  that  specify 
of  force  peculiarly  proper  on  the  frontier,  and  agai""» 
Indians;  and  as  for  the  rifle,  it  was  the  natural  we»pp' 
whose  fame  was  identified  with  the  American  name  •' 
all  its  wars,  civilized  and  savage,  from  the  first  se  • 
ment  of  the  country  down  to  the  most  glorious  battle 
the  San  Jacinto.  That  weapon  should  be  preserved  an 
cherished  in  the  American  army.  .  . 

But  it  will  be  said  the  army  was  actually  reduced;  m 
it  was  reduced  to  six  thousand  men.  This  (Mr.  B.  »'J 
was  true;  but  it  was  not  reduced  in  1818,  nw  •?  '"^ 
period  that  the  Treasury  was  in  the  condition  tbst  »t»||^ 
at  the  time  of  that  report,  or  at  the  present  time. 
was  reduced  io  1821,  when  the  public  Treasury,  icoid 
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dream  of  inexhaustible  surplus,  wis  suddenly  awakened  I 
to  the  reality  of  a  deficit!  and  when  every  branch  of  the 
public  expenditure,  on  which  curtailment  could  be  made 
to  fall,  was  brought  to  the  test  of  retrenchment,  and 
placed  under  the  eflge  of  the  pruning  knife.     The  ar> 
my,  of  course,  was  a  subject  for  the  operation,  and  un- 
derwent the  largest  amputation;  the  navy,  the  fortifica- 
tionf,  and  other  branches,  were  also  largely  cut  down. 
Mr.  B.  said  that  he  here  touched  a  point  in  our  history 
which  was  pregnant  with  instruction,  and  very  fit  for 
reflection  and  meditation,  now  when  we  had  reached 
another  point  of  similar  character,  and  to  be  followed  by 
similar  consequences.    History  was  said  to  be  philoso- 
phy teaching   by  example.      If  it   was  so,  philosophy 
miist  have  lost  her  capacity  to  teach — at  least  to  teach 
the  Congress  of  18S6-HTthe  lesson  of  1817,  1818,  1819, 
1820,  and  1821,  can  be  lost  upon  us.      Our  financial 
condition  was,  in  the  beginning  of  that  period,  what  it 
now  is— a  full  and  overflowing  Treasury;  it  was,  at  the 
end  of  that  period,  what  it  will  probably  be  in  two  or 
three  years  again,  drained  to  the  bottom,  and  entirely 
empty!     Thus  in  June,  1817,  we  had  in  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  besides  many  millions  in  the  name  of 
ptiblic  officers,  the  sum  of  $15,935,050  standing  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  SUtes;  in  June  of 
the  next  year,  th^it  sum  was  reduced  to  $6,686,387;  in 
June,  1819,  it  was  reduced  to  #1,500,035;  in  June,  1820, 
it  was  $946,115;    in   December  of   that    year,  it  was 
1368,210;  and  in  the  first  quarter  of  1821,  the  public 
money  in  the  bank  was  exhausted,  and  the  sum  of 
11,044^539  was  overdrawn!     In  less  than  four  years, 
the  vision  of  an  inexhaustible  surplus  had  ended  in  the 
reality  of  a  deficit  of  a  million!  and  this  without  having 
had  recourse  to  any  schemes  of  distribution,  by  gift  or 
loans,  to  g^t  rid  of  it,  and  in  defiance  of  retrenchment, 
curtailment,  and  economy,  exerted  to  the  uttermost  in 
1819,  1820,  and  1821,  to  prevent  a  recurrence  to  taxes 
or  loans.     The  navy  appropriation  for  the  gradual  in- 
crease was  cut  down  from  a  million  to  a  half  million; 
fortifications  were  reduced  from  about  eight  hundred 
thousand  dollars  per  annum  to  about  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars;  and  in  1821  the  army  was  reduced  to 
six  thousand  men.    This  is  the  brief  history  of  the  sur- 
plus of  1817,  and  the  deficit  of  1821.     The  same  cause 
tnade  the  surplus  then  which  makes  it  now:  multiplipa- 
tion  of  banks,  profuse  issues  of  bank  notes,  loans  to 
every  body,  great  importations  of  goods,  and  large  sales 
of  public  lands;  all  growing  out  of  the  wild  spirit  of 
speculation  engendered  by  the  paper  system,  and  the 
universal  receivability  of  bank   notes   by  the  General 
Government  for  lands,  duties,  and  post  office  charges; 
the  same  cause  made  the  deficit  which  will  soon  make  it 
again—the  contraction  and  revulsion  of  the  paper  sys- 
tem! 

Mr.  B.  said  the  question  of  augmenting  tife  army  had 
been  incidentally  dincussed  in  the  course  of  the  debate 
on  the  fortification  bill,  and  the  old  and  popular  objec- 
tion—the danger  of  standing  armies  in  time  of  peace — 
was  pressed  into  service,  and  made  to  do  hard  duty  in 
a  case  in  which  the  ohjection  could  have  no  application 
at  all.  Vain  was  the  fear,  idle  the  alarm  of  danger,  of 
fifteen  millions  of  people  from  twelve  thousand  of  their 
cotmtrymen,  enrolled  upon  a  military  peace  establibh- 
vnent,  and  scattered  on  a  circuit  of  nine  thousand  miles! 
But  the  answer  which  the  same  objection  received  in 
1818  from  the  Secretary  at  War,  [Mr.  Calhoun,]  from 
whose  report  he  had  just  read,  was  so  just  and  striking, 
so  true  in  reference  both  to  the  military  and.  to  the  peo- 
pl^i  that  he  would  dispense  with  his  own  remarks,  and 
•dopt  those  of  that  Secretary.     They  are: 

"To  consider  the  present  army  as  dangerous  to  our 
liberty  partakes,  it  is  conceived,  more  of  timidity  than 
of  wisdom.     Not  to  insist  on  the  clraracter  of  the  offi- 


cers, who,  as  a  body,  are  high-minded  and  honorable 
men,  attached  to  the  principles  of  freedom  by  education 
and  reflection,  what  well-founded  apprehension  can  there 
be  from  an  establishment  so  small,  distributed  on  so  ex- 
tended a  frontier,  with  many  thousand  miles  between 
the  extreme  points  occupied.^  But  the  danger,  it  may 
be  said,  is  not  so  much  from  its  numbers,  as  by  a  spirit 
hostile  to  liberty,  by  which,  it  is  supposed,  all  regtjlar 
armies  are  actuated.  This  observation  is  probably  true 
when  applied  to  standing  armies,  collected  into  large  and 
powerful  masses;  but,  dispersed  as  ours  is,  over  so  vast 
a  surface,  the  danger,  T  conceive,  is  of  an  opposite  char- 
acter— that  both  oflficers  and  soldiers  will  lose  their  mili- 
tary habits  and  feelings,  by  gliding  gradually  into  those 
purely  civil." 

Ilavmg  shown  the  reasons  in  favor  of  this  augmenta- 
tion of  the  reg^ilar  army,  and  answered  the  objections  to 
it — having  shown  that  the  reduction  in  1821  resulted 
entirely  from  the  deficit  in  the  Treasury,  an  objection 
which  could  no  longer  prevail,  as  the  Treasury  was 
now  distressin^rly,  and,  to  some  gentlemen,  alarmingly 
full — he  would  repeat  that  this  augmentation  was  a 
western  measure,  called  for  by  western  voices,  and  due 
to  the  state  and  condition  of  that  section  of  the  Union. 
To  provide  for  the  common  defence  was  the  first  object 
of  the  confederacy  of  these  States;  and  it  was  by  troops 
that  the  West  was  to  receive  her  portion  of  this  common 
defence.  Forts  and  navies  belonged  to  the  seacoast— 
armed  men  to  the  inland  frontier.  The  Secretary  of 
War,  (Governor  Cass,)  in  laying  down  a  general  plan  of 
national  defence,  has  indicated,  with  a  masterly  hand, 
the  wants  and  remedies  of  the  West.  A  military  road 
in  the  rear  of  the  States  and  Territories,  from  the  Sabine 
to  the  Wisconsin— a  chain  of  posts  at  intervals  along  the 
whole  route — an  increased  force  of  different  arms  to 
traverse  the  country,  and  to  make  occasional  expedi- 
tions to  distant  points— such  is  his  recommendation;  and 
it  now  only  awaits  the  sanction  of  Congress  to  carry  it 
into  eflTect,  and  to  give  to  the  great  West  the  protec- 
tion which  her  position  demands,  what  the  constitution 
guaranties,  and  what  the  accumulation  of  Indians  upon 
her  border  converts  into  a  debt  of  justice,  and  an  obliga- 
tion  of  high  and  sacred  duty. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  uith 
instructions  to  report  an  organization  precisely  similar 
to  that  which  was  adopted  for  the  peace  establishment 
in  1815. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  BENTON,  in  opposition 
to  the  motion,  % 

Mr.  PRESTON  took  a  view  of  the  altered  condition 
of  the  country  within  a  few  years.  In  consequence  of  the 
progress  made  in  the  manufacture  of  arms,  and  in  the 
knowledge  of  their  use,  we  have  become  an  armed  pop- 
ulation. The  extraordinary  concentration  of  Indian  for- 
ces on  our  frontier  has,  indeed,  rendered  it  necessary 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  should  adopt 
a  system  of  preparation  corresponding  with  this  aspect 
of  things.  But  our  Indian  frontier  is  not  now  as  exposed 
and  as  difficult  of  defence  as  it  was  fifty  years  ago.  The 
increase  of  a  population  abounding  in  arms  and  provisions, 
and  having  alt  the  facilities  which  can  be  obtained  from 
the  application  of  steam  to  our  roads  and  rivers,  and  also 
the  additions  made  to  our  military  strength,  have  placed  all 
our  western  frontier  in  a  state  of  comparative  security. 
He  went  on  to  speak  of  the  degeneracy  of  the  Indian 
character,  and  the  numerical  diminution  of  the  tribes; 
but  at  the  same  time  admitted  that  the  provident  care  of 
the  Government  ought  to  be  exhibited  in  extending  to 
the  frontier  a  proper  degree  of  protection.  He  inferred, 
from  a  general  survey  of  the  facts,  that  an  increase  of 
the  army  is  nacessary,  and  the  only  difficulty  was 
as  to  the  extent  of  such  increase.  At  |)resent,  we 
have    thirteen    regiments    in    service,    aniounting  to 
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about  (,000  men.  There  are  40  or  50  in  each  com- 
pany. The  present  bill  increases  the  number  of  the 
company  to  between  80  and  90.  It  was  his  opinion 
that  the  companies  ought  to  be  so  increased  as  to  make 
an  aggregate  of  about  9,000.  The  object  had  been  to 
increase  the  efficiency  of  the  army,  without  disturbing 
its  organization.  There  had  been  found  to  be  a  great 
deficiency  in  the  staff,  which  was  totally  inadequate  to 
the  performance  of  tlie  duties  require<l  of  it.  Much 
had  been  done  to  make  the  staff  more  efficient,  and  more 
was  in  progress.  The  staff  uf  the  Inspector's  and  the 
Quatermaster*8  departments  demand  an  increase.  He 
was  willing. that  there  should  be  a  general  recommitment 
of  the  bill,  so  as  to  obtain  the  sense  of  the  Senate  as  to 
an  increase  of  the  army. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  called  for  a  division  of  the  question, 
90  as  to  take  the  question  first  on  the  recommitment 
generally,  and  afterwards  on  the  instructions.  He  had 
thought  that  there  ought  to  be  an  increase  of  the  army 
by  filling  up  the  companies;  but  he  was  opposed  to  a 
new  organization  of  the  army.  There  was  nothing  in 
the  character  of  our  foreign  relations  to  shake  the  be- 
lief  that  it  would  depend  on  our  own  prudence  only  to 
remain  at  peace  with  all  nations.  It  was  only  in  refer- 
ence to  our  Indian  relations  that  any  additional  force 
was  necessary.  He  would  be  willing  to  give  as  much 
increase  as  would  place  us  in  a  situation  of  defence,  but 
not  a  man  more  than  was  necessary  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  PORTER  concurred  in  the  opinion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  that  there  was  sufficient  cause 
for  an  increase  of  the  army.  The  capacity  of  tlie  coun- 
try-to  bear  the  expenses  of  a  standing  army  was  now 
sufficiently  established;  and  as  to  the  dangers  to  be  ap- 
prehended from  a  standing  army  to  our  liberties,  there 
could  be  no  ground  for  that  apprehension  while  the 
army  was'kept  to  a  minimum  of  thrice  the  amount  of  men 
now  asked  for.  The  general  knowledge  of  the  use  of 
arms  which  pervades  the  country  is  the  best  st'curity  for 
the  rights  and  liberties  uf  the  people  which  can  be  pro- 
vided. He  considered  the  United  States  boundary  as 
more  extensive  than  it  has  been  at  any  former  period. 
He  admitted  that  the  Indian  tribes  were  incompetent  to 
carry  on  any  prolonged  warfare  with  the  United  States; 
but  they  ought  to  be  prepared  to  meet  those  sudden 
outbreaks,  which  always  inflicted  severe  wounds  on  the 
country  before  the  enemy  could  be  found  and  repelled. 
The  people  do  not  ask  that  kind  of  protection  which 
comes  after  their  homes  are  destroyed,  and  their  planta- 
tions devastated.  The  protection  they  ask  is  that  which 
will  prevent  those  evils.  Burning  with  indignation, 
fired  with  a  sense  of  their  wrongs,  the  vast  body  of  In- 
dians now  to  be  removed  will  go  to  their  new  homes 
with  feelings  excited  to  the  desire  of  vengeance.  It 
only  required  a  man  of  commanding  genius  to  unite  the 
Indians,  and  lead  them  on,  to  bring  the  entire  race  along 
our  frontier  into  the  field  against  the  United  Stated;  and 
the  powers  and  energies  of  tlie  Camanches  alone  are 
sufficient  to  render  that  tribe  a  most  formidable  enemy. 
He  bhould  vote  for  the  recommitment  with  instructions. 

Mr.  PRESTON  repeated  what  he  had  before  stated 
as  to  the  extent  of  the  Indian  frontier,  and  went  more 
minutely  into  detail,  in  order  to  show  that  he  had  under- 
estimated the  extent,  rather  than  gone  J)eyond  it.  It 
was  necessary  to  give  a  fair  defence  to  that  frontier,  not 
by  drawing  a  line  of  river  fortresses,  but  by  giving  a 
sufficient  force.  Two  regiments  of  dragoons  have  been 
given  to  the  gentlemen  from  the  West.  Do  they  want 
another  regiment,  let  them  take  it.  It  was  useless  to 
carry  on  a  war  in  the  swamps,  where  the  army  might  .ss 
well  be  sent  to  hunt  a  deer  or  a  rackoon  as  an  Indian. 
Uut,  in  the  western  prairies,  it  is  different.  The  Ca- 
manches are  mounted  Tartars,  and  strike  from  a  dis- 
tance, and'they  must  be  encountered  by  dragoons.     He 


would  not  oppose  any  measure  to  give  the  utmost  de* 
fence  to  the  frontier  settlements;  but  it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  Government  to  give  them  full  and  perfect  de- 
fence. He  touched  on  the  situation  of  our  southve^- 
em  frontier,  and  expreased  a  hope  that  the  day  wis  not 
distant  when,  instead  of  calling  Fort  Towson  our  south- 
west post,  we  should  have  our  forts  on  the  Rio  del 
Norte. 

Mr.  PORTER  said  a  few  words  in  explanation  of  his 
former  remarks. 

Mr.  BENTON  protested  against  the  recommitment, 
which  must  be  entirely  useless  without  the  instructions, 
so  ss  to  put  the  committee  in  possession  of  the  sense  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  recommitted. 
The  question  being  then  on  the  instructions  to  the 
committee, 

Mr.  CALHOUN  moved  to  lay  the  subject  on  the 
table,  in  order  to  take  up  the  special  order.  He  with- 
drew his  motion,  and 

.  Mr.  PORTER  expressed  his  hope  that  the  J^oestion 
would  be  taken,  as  the  bill  was  already  committed,  and 
it  was  important  to  take  ihe  question  on  the  instnic- 
tions. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  what  was  the  strength  ot 
the  army  in  1815. 

Mr.  BENTON  replied  that  the  total  of  the  army  in 
1815,  was  12,656. 

Mr.  PRESTON  said  that,  if  the  Senator  from  Louis- 
ana  would  withdraw  his  instructions,  he  would  move  (o 
fill  up  the  rank  and  file  of  the  companies  to  a  spealic 
amount,  without  touching  the  organization. 
Mr.  CALHOUN  was  against  any  instructions. 
Mr.  PORTER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  BENTON  made  some  observations  on  the  m- 
creased  extent  of  our  boundary,  an^  ridiculed  \^t  toes 
of  transporting  by  steamboats  a  sufficient  force  to  pro- 
tect that  fronter. .  He  adverted  to  the  destrucuon ol 
life  and  property  which  had  been  already  perpetrated, 
and  stated  that  the  West  must  have  the  defence  to 
which  it  was  entitled.  The  attention  of  the  Senate,  he 
complained,  could  not  be  diverted  from  the  subject  oi 
surplus  revenue,  to  the  siXuation  of  our  citiiens  on  tnc 
frontier.  This  hill  was  western  in  iU  object  and  its  on- 
gin.  The  whole  of  the  West  were  calling  for  »N  »"** 
h^  was  glad  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  LINN  read  an  extract  from  the  report  of  ll«c  ?f; 
retary  of  War,  in  which  it  was  estimated  that  «^*^«"  /?* 
whole  of  the  Indians  intended  to  be  removed  shall  w 
concentrated  on  the  western  shore  of  the  Mississ>PP'» 
they  will  amount  to  250,000.  He  added  a  few  wonw 
in  favor  of  the  concentration  of  a  military  force  on  ine 
frontier,  to  protect  it  against  the  danger  to  be  sppr ' 
bended  from  this  larger  force.  e 

Mr.  CALHOUN  took  a  view  of  the  present  force  w 
the  country,  and  indicated  in  what  manner  the  ^^J."^^" 
we  now  have  might  be  stationed,  in  order  to  *"^^ , . 
efficient  defence  of  our  frontier.     He  was  d*»'P?^   ., 
fill  up  the  companies,  so  as  to  render  the  reg'"'" 
more  competent.  .^ 

Mr.  CLAY  thought  it  unnecessary  to  go  '•"^^'^^^V 
ral  discussion  of  the  necessity  of  increasing  the  sr  r 
No  Senator  would  hold  himself  committed  *>>''"*!;„! 
tions,  when  the  whole  question  of  the  po''*y  **f.*"?tj,g 
crease  shall  come  up  for  discussion.  He  smiled  » 
picture  which  had  been  drawn  of  our  danger.  ^^ 
would  have  supposed  that  all  at  once  a  pliant  ^^^^° ^^ 
some  millions  had  been  suddenly  precipilste<l  »"  ^^ 
frontier,  instead  of  a  few  miserable  Indians.  Hc«* 
necessity  for  any  increase  of  the  army.  ^ 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  instrucuons 
decided  as  follows; 
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YBAf-^MeMTs.  Benton,  Black,  Buchanan,  Cuthbert, 
Grundy,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn, 
Morris,  Nicholas,  Porter,  Buggies,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
Walker,  Wall,  While,  Wright— 18. 

Nats— Meaars.  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Crittenden, 
Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Guldsborough,  Hendricks,  Hub- 
bard, Kent,  Knight,  Leigh,  Mangum,  Moore,  Naudain, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  liives.  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Shepley, 
Southard,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Webster— 25. 

MEETING  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States: 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

The  act  of  Congress  « to  appoint  a  day  for  the  annual 
meeting  of  Congress,'' which  originated  in  the  Senate, 
has  not  received  my  signature.  The  power  of  Congress 
to  fix,  by  law,  a  day  for  the  regular  annual  meeting  of 
Congress  is  undoubted  $  but  the  concluding  part  of  this 
act,  which  is  intended  to  fix  the  adjournment  of  every 
succeeding  Congress  to  the  second  Monday  in  May, 
after  the  commencement  of  the  first  session,  does  not 
appear  to  me  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States. 

The  constitution  provides^ 

1st  article,  5'h  section— «« That  neither  House,  during 
the  session  of  Congress,  shall,  without  the  consent  of  the 
other,  adjourn  for  more  than  three  days,  nor  to  any 
other  place  than  that  in  which  the  two  Houses  shall  be 
sitting." 

1st  article,  6lh  section — *•  That  every  order,  resolu- 
tion, or  vote,  to  which  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  may  be  necessary,  (except 
on  the  question  of  adjournment,)  shall  be  presented  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and,  before  the  same 
shall  Uke  efiTect,  shall  be  approved  of  by  him,"  &c. 

2d  article,  2d  section—'*  That  he  (the  President) 
may,  on  extraordinary  occasions,  convene  both  Houses 
of  Congress,  or  either  of  them^  and,  in  case  of  disagree- 
ment between  them  with  respect  to  the  time  of  adjourn- 
ment, he  may  adjourn  them  to  such  times  as  he  thinks 
proper,"  &c. 

According  to  these  provisions,  the  day  of  the  adjourn- 
ment of  Congress  is  not  the  subject  of  legislative 
enactment.  Except  in  the  event  of  disagreement  be- 
tween the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  the 
President  has  no  right  to  meddle  with  the  queation,  and, 
in  that  event,  his  power  is  exclusive,  but  confined  to  fix- 
ing the  adjournment  of  the  Congress  whose  branches 
h^ve  disagreed.  The  question  of  adjournment  is  ob- 
viously to  be  decided  by  each  Congress  for  itself,  by 
the  separate  action  of  each  House  for  the  time  being, 
and  is  one  of  those  subjects  upon  which  the  framers  of 
tJiat  instrument  did  not  intend  one  Congress  should  act, 
^'iih  ur  without  the  executive  aid,  for  its  successors. 
As  a  substitute  for  the  present  rule,  which  requires  the 
two  Houses  by  consent  to  fix  the  day  of  adjournment, 
and,  in  the  event  of  disagreement,  the  President  to  de- 
cide, it  is  proposed  to  fix  the  day  by  law,  to  be  binding 
in  all  future  time,  unless  changed  by  consent  of  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  and  to  take  away  the  contingent 
power  of  the  Executive,  which,  in  anticipated  cases  of 
disagreement,  is  vested  in  him.  This  substitute  is  to 
apply,  not  to  the  present  Conf^ress  and  Executive,  but 
to  our  successors.  Considering,  therefore,  that  this 
subject  exclusively  belongs  to  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, whose  day  of  adjournment  is  to  be  fixed,  and  that 
each  has  at  that  time  the  right  to  maintain  and  insist 
upon  its  own  opinion,  and  to  require  the  President  to 
decide  in  the  event  of  disagreement  with  the  other,  I  am 
constrained  to  deny  my  sanction  to  the  act  herewith  re- 
spectfully returned  to  the  Senate.  I  do  so  with  greater 
reluctance,  as,  apart  from  this  constitutional  dimculty, 


the  other  provisions  of  it  do  not  appear  to  me  objec- 
tionable. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
WisHiNOTOir,  June  9,  1836. 

The  message  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  made 
the  order  for  Wednesday  next. 

PUBLIC  DEPOSITES. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  regulate  the  deposites  of  the  public  money. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  moved  several  amendments)  which 
were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LEIGH  moved  an  amendment,  providing  that  each 
bank  shall  have  on  the  —  day  of — ,  and  thenceforth 
keep  in  its  vaults,  specie  to  the  amount  of  one  fourth  of 
its  business  capital.  [The  object  of  the^amenda)ent  is 
to  impose  on  every  bank,  desirous  to  become  adeposite 
bank,  the  condition  specified,  that  it  must  have  within 
its  vaults,  previous  to  the  day  named,  the  proportion  of 
specie,  in  order  to  qualify  it  to  become  a  deposite  bank. 

It  is  optional  with  the  bank  to  accept  or  reject  the 
deposites  under  this  condition.] 

Mr.  WEBSTER  pointed  to  a  state  of  circumstances, 
contingent  but  not  improbable,  whe*i  it  would  be  found 
that  our  specie  basis  is  not  sufficiently  broad;  and  inas- 
much as  this  bill  would  have  the  effect  of  coercing 
banks  to  keep  a  certain  amount  of  specie  in  their  vaults, 
it  would  be  a  restraint  on  exportation,  and  beneficial  to 
the  country. 

Some  discussion  took  place  between  Mr.  EWING  of 
Ohio,  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  Mr.  GRUNUY,  Mr.  CRIT- 
TENDEN, Mr.  MORRIS,  Mr.  WALKER,  and  Mr. 
CALHOUN;  and,  before  any  question  was  taken. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

Satuhdat,   June  II. 
SICK  AND  DISABLED  SEAMEN. 

Amongst  the  ordinary  business  transacted  to-day — 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  for  the  relief  of  sick 
and  disabled  seamen  had  been  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  stated  bis  object  to  be  to  strike 
out  the  words  <*  rafts,  flats,"  so  as  to  exempt  them  from 
the  tax  of  twenty  cents  per  month  for  each  person  em- 
ployed in  navigating  such  crafl. 

Af\er  some  observations  from  Mr.  DAVIS  and  Mr. 
PORTER,  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  explained  that  he  desired  to 
amend  the  bill  in  the  manner  he  had  indicated.  He 
wished  the  navigators  of  the  flat  boats  and  rafts  to  have 
the  benefit  of  the  hospital  fund;  but  he  thought  this 
small  charity  might  be  allowed  them  without  imposing 
any  tax.  It  was  melancholy  to  see  the  decay  of  this 
mode  of  navigation.  Time  was  when  the  flat  boat  moved 
in  stately  grandeur  down  the  Ohio,  the  monarch  of  the 
stream;  but  now  the  few  of  this  kind  of  craf\  lefl  were 
glad  to  slink  out  of  the  way  of  the  steamboats  which  had 
usurped  their  sovereignty.  It  was  a  melancholy  illus- 
tration of  the  mode  in  which  old  things  are  giving  place 
to  new. 

Mr.  DAVIS  replied  that  the  whole  proceeds  furnished 
by  the  West  towards  the  fund,  last  year,  was  four  thou- 
sand dollars.  The  committee  had  been  satisfied  that 
some  negligence  existed.  There  were  facts  to  prove 
that  the  collector  at  Louisville  had  received  five  or  six 
thousand  dollars  for  the  fund,  but  had  rendered  no  ac- 
count whatever.  How  much  farther  this  negligence  had 
extended  could  not  now  be  known.  He  was  happy  to 
say  that  the  Treasury  Department  had  in  this  case  re- 
moved the  collector,  and  appointed  another  in  his  room. 
Steamboats  were  liable  to  this  tax,  as  much  as  vessels 
employed  on  the  ocean,  and  it  was  but  jtist  that  all  who 
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ptrticipated  in  the  benefit  of  the  fund,  should  in  some 
measure  contribute  to  its  support. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  moved  a  proviso,  to  attain  the 
object  he  contemplated. 

Mr.  DAVIS  said  he  was  indifferent  about  the  result. 
If  the  Senate  thought  proper  to  adopt  the  proviso,  he 
should  make  no  objection. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  desired  the  adoption  ot  the  provi- 
so, and  did  not  feel  disposed  to  vote  fur  the  bill  unless 
something  of  the  kind  should  be  inserted. 

Mr.  LINN  wished  to  offer  an  amendment,  as  soon  as 
it  should  be  in  order. 

Tlie  proviso  was  then  af^reed  to. 

Mr.  JLINN  then  moved  his  amendment,  providing  an 
approptiation  for  the  erection  of  hospitals  at  such  points 
in  the  West  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  indi- 
cate. 

Mr.  DWIS  replied  that  only  three  hospitals  had  as 
yet  been  erected  in  the  United  States.  Where  there 
are  no  hospitals,  there  have  been  contracts  with  individ- 
uals for  the  purpose  of  taking  care  of  any  sick  or  disa- 
bled seamen  who  may  require  such  care.  He  thought 
it  might  be  desirable  to  increase  the  number  of  hospi- 
tals, but  he*  was  not  now  prepared  to  decide  where  they 
should  be  erected.  He  recommended  the  withdrawal 
of  the  amendment,  and  expressed  a  hope  that  a  liberal 
sum  might  be  voted  in  the  appropriation  bill,  for  the 
purpose  of  putting  up  hospitals. 

Mr.  LINN  disclaimed  any  intention  to  embarrass  the 
bill,  and  said  he  should  vote  for  it,  either  with  or  without 
the  amendment.  He  had  no  objeclion  to  withdraw  his 
amendment,  if  another  bill  was  likely  to  come  before  the 
Senate. 

The  amendment  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  CLAY  concurred  in  the  object  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  bel'eving  that  the  western  waters  had  a 
strong  claim  on  the  liberality  of  the  Government.  A 
lit>eral  appropriation  ought  to  be  made,  but  as  it  was 
Buggesled  that  the  object  might  be  attained  in  another 
way,  he  would  not  press  the  proposition. 

The  bill  was  reported  as  amended,  and  the  amend- 
ment was  concurred  in. 

Afler  some  further  conversation  between  Mr.  HEN- 
DRICKS, Mr.  LINN,  Mr.  PORTER,  and  Mr.  DAVIS, 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  executive  business;  and  after 
remaining  for  some  time  with  closed  door;',  on  reopen- 
ing them. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

MoMDAT,  Juki  13. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  presented  the  credentials  of  Jorv 
Paoe,  elected  a  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  to  fill  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Isaac  Hill. 
The  credentials  were  read,  ana  Mr.  Paob  having  ap- 
peared, was  sworn,  and  took  his  seat. 

TEXAS. 

Mr.  CLAY  presented  a  memorial  from  sundry  citizens 
of  Shelby  county,  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  praying  for 
the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  Texas.  This 
memorial  was  subscribed  by  many  citizens,  several  of 
whom  were  personally  known  to  him  as  among  the  most 
respectable  in  the  highly  respectable  community  to 
which  they  belonged.  As  a  committee,  of  which  he  had 
the  honor  of^  bein^  a  member,  was  now  deliberating 
upon  the  subject  of  the  memorial,  he  would  now  not  say 
more  than  to  move  the  reference  of  the  memorial  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations;  which  was  accordingly 
ordered. 

Mr.  NILES  presented  certain  resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Slate  of  Connecticut,  on  the  Fame  subject. 


Mr.  N.  said  he  had  received,  and  proposed  to  prese&t 
to  the  Senate,  certain  resolutions  of  the  lifgislaiure  of 
Connecticut,  regarding  the  independence  of  the  prov- 
ince of  Texas.  In  the  discussions  which,  on  sevenl 
occasions,  had  taken  place  during  the  session,  upon 
this  interesting  question,  he  had  not  paniciptled, 
nor  would  he  now  submit  but  a  few  remarks  on 
the  subject.  The  resolutions  he  had  to^ofTerwere 
of  very  different  character,  and  he  thought  enliticd 
to  much  more  respect  than  those  which  had  been  re- 
ceived from  other  quarters,  which  had  come  from  popu- 
lar meetings,  or  memorials  of  individuab,  andfroropii- 
ces  where  there  were  some  reasons  to  suspect  ibst  pri- 
vate interests,  connected  with  land  speculations  in  ihit 
country,  may  have  had  some  agency  in  the  proceedings 
These  resolutions  did  not  come  from  individuals  or  any 
combination  of  citizens;  they  were  from  one  of  the  sot- 
e reign  States  of  this  Union,  and  he  felt  bound  to  ask 
for  them  the  respectful  consideration  of  the  Senate.  U 
was  also  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  first  SUte  which 
should  raise  its  voice  in  favor  of  the  independence  of 
Texas  should  be  one  in  a  remote  part  of  the  Union, 
where  no  interested  motives  would  be  supposed  to  ope- 
rate; from  whence  there  had  been  no  emigrants  »o 
that  country,  and  Where  no  sympathies  can  exist  spring- 
ing from  that  source. 

It  is  also  worthy  of  special  observation,  that  the  first 
State  which  has,  through  its  LegisUtore,  urged  the  re- 
cognition of  the  independence  of  Texas,  to  in  an  op- 
posite section  of  the  Union,  and  which  from  its  position 
might  be  supposed  to  feel  some  apprehension  or  ]n\- 
ousy  of  an  extension  of  the  territory  of  the  republic  w 
its  southern  border.  This  is  a  strong  fact,  goin^  ^ 
prove  that,  notwithstanding  all  that  is  said  about  loa| 
interests,  and  the  jealousy  \n  one  section  of  the  Union  of 
the  increasing  power  and  importance  of  opposite  sectioiij 
of  the  republic,  there  is,  in  reality,  but  little  foundation 
for  such  opinions  among  the  people  or  their  immediate 
representatives'. 

In  the  statements  contained  in  these  resolutions,  so 
far  as  relates  to  the  contest  now  going  on  in  Ttxas,  b« 
presumed  there  would  probably  be  little  diversity  o" 
opinion.  All  must  execrate  the  barbarous  and  »^%^ 
warfare  which  has  been  carried  on  by  the  Mexicans,  (!»• 
graceful  to  a  people  making  any  claims  to  ciriliz^tioP; 
all  must  sympathize  with  the  inhabitants  of  IVxasinthb 
war  of  extermination  which  has  been  waged  »ga»f^^ 
them;  and  all  must  admire  their  courage,  perseverance 
and  daring  achievements. 

But  the  conclusion,  as  stated  in  the  preamble  to  ihesc 
resolutions,  that  the  events  which  have  transpired  arc 
sufiicient  evidence  of  the  ability  of  the  Texians  to  nutn- 
tain  their  independence,  and  that  it  has  become  the  duly 
of  this  Government  to  recognise  it,  may  not  be  so  readily 
assented  to.  The  existing  power  of  Mexico,  which  is 
in  a  great  degree  concentrated  in  one  man,  may  be  re- 
garded as  overthrown  and  prostrated,  as  that  man  is  notf 
a  prisoner,  and  his  forces  broken  and  routed.  The  pov- 
er  of  the  present,  perhaps  he  ought  to  say  Ute,  ruler  of 
Mexico,  is  probably  at  an  end.  But  is  that  decisive  of 
the  fate  of  Texas?  He  hoped  it  might  prove  so;  but  it 
was  evident  this  must  depend  on  the  course  pursued  bv 
the  Mexican  nation.  Will  they  give  up  the  contest,  and 
consent  to  the  separation  of  the  province  of  Texas;  or 
will  they  continue  the  war,  and  attempt  to  maintain  tbe»r 
dominion  over  it?  We  roust  look  beyond  the  present 
aspect  of  affairs,  into  the  real  condition  and  resources  ot 
the  parties.  If  the  Mexican  nation  determine  to  pro- 
long this  war,  are  the  people  of  Texas  capable  of  sus- 
taining themselves  through  a  protracted  struggle'  W 
they  have  an  army  sufficiently  numerousand  brave  wf" 
be  admitted;  but  has  the  country  sufficient  poptdation 
and  resources  to  sustain  a  war  of  any  considerable  duit- 
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tJun?  There  were*  be  bdieTed*  but  about  sixty  thousand 
souls  in  Texas  proper,  and  onljr  one  hundred  and  ^fly 
thousand  in  the  whole  territory,  including  the  State  or 
province  of  Coahuihu  He  thought  it  premature  to  act  on 
this  question  at  this  time,  and  that  some  delay  was  ne- 
cessary for  the  deTelopingofevents,  and  the  condition  of 
that  country  to  become  more  settled.  But  however 
small  may  be  the  population  of  that  country,  and  how- 
ever feeble,  compared  with  the  great  Powers  of  the  earth, 
yet  if  they  should  make  up  in  valor  what  they  want  in 
numbers,  if  they  become  in  fact  free,  and  the  dominion 
of  Mexico  is  OTerthrown^  if  they  shall,  in  fact,  exist  as  an 
independent  community,  exercising  the  powers  of  Gov- 
ernment, he  did  not  see  how  we  could  refuse  to  recog- 
nise their  existence  as  an  independent  and  sovereign 
S'ate.  Can  we  withhold  from  a  brave  people  upon  our 
borders,  struggling?  for  their  rights,  that  common  justice 
which  we  have  extended  to  others'  Can  we  deny  to 
tiie  inhabitants  of  Texas,  most  of  whom  are  emigrants 
from  the  United  States,  and  have  carried  with  them  not 
only  our  own  language,  but  all  the  elements  of  our  free 
Histitulions,  that  measure  of  justice  which  we  have  ac- 
corded to  all  others? 

He  was  not  willing  to  sanction  such  injustice,  from  any 
narrow  views  of  policy.  He  was  aware  that  there  were, 
connected  with  with  the  independence  of  Texas,  ulte- 
rior questions  of  the  most  momentous  character — ques- 
tions which  might  shake  this  Union  to  its  centre.  But 
he  did  not  think  they  could  be  avoided;  we  had  got  to 
meet  them,  and  he  should  be  prepared  to  do  it  when- 
ever the  proper  time  arrived.  Some  of  these  questions 
were  of  a  very  delicate  nature,  connected  with  the  bal- 
ance of  political  power,  as  regarded  a  particular  inter- 
est, which  he  would  not  now  particularly  allude  to. 
When  these  questions  came  upon  us,  however  they 
might  embarrass  and  distract  our  councils,  he  did  not 
doiibt  that  the  republic  would  be  safely  carried  through 
them.  He  had  full  confidence  in  the  intelligence,  jus- 
tice, moderation,  and  good  sense  of  the  people,  to  carry 
the  republic  safely  through^  every  difficulty.  Clouds 
might  hang  over  us,  and  thick  clouds  gather  around  us, 
yet,  as  had  been  the  case  in  every  former  crisis,  there 
would  appear  a  light  to  guide  our  course,  and  poipt  the 
way  to  a  safe  deliverance. 

Whether  these  momentous  questions,  which  may 
grow  out  of  the  independence  of  Texas,  had  been  con- 
sidered by  the  Legislature  of  his  State,  he  was  not  able 
to  say,  as  he  had  not  seen  any  of  the  debates  on  the 
question.  But  it  was  evident  that  the  representatives 
of  his  State  had  disregarded  narrow  and  sectional  con- 
iiderations.  These  resolutions  are  the  oflTspring  of  that 
sense  of  justice  and  love  of  liberty  which  belong  to  a 
free  people,  who  always  sympathize  with  the  oppressed 
when  struggling  for  their  rights.  It  was  enough  that 
the  representatives  of  such  a  people  witnessed  a  des- 
perate and  unequal  struggle  for  liberty  on  the  borders 
of  the  republic.  Their  sympathies  were  aroused;  they 
regarded  the  cause  of  the  Texians  as  the  cause  of  jus- 
tice, of  humanity,  of  liberty,  and  of  the  maintenance  of 
(hose  principles  of  freedom  under  which  the  people  of 
titis  country  have  been  prospered  and  blessed  above  all 
other  nations  of  the  earth.  They  did  not  probably  stop 
to  inquire  what  might  be  the^  consequences  of  doing 
JMstice  to  the  brave  inhabitants^  of  Texas;  or  whether, 
if  they  became  independent,  they  would  continue  a  dis- 
tinct community;  or  whether  they  might  not  conquer 
Mexico,  and  erect  a  rival  republic  in  the  southern  part 
of  this  continent;  or  whether  the  territory  would  be  an- 
nexed to  the  United  States. 

Without  probably  going  into  these  questions,  they  de- 
sired that  justice  should  be  done  to  a  brave  people,  he- 
roically struggling  for  liberty  and  independence.  He 
highly  approved  their  patriotic  motives,   and  at  the 
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proper  time  he  should  be  prepared  to  further  the  ob  - 
ject  they  have  in  view;  but  they  have  wisely  left  the 
question  as  to  time  to  Congress.  He  could  not  think 
th»  period  for  action  on  our  part  had  yet  arrived.  This 
was  a  case  i^i  which  this  Government  should  act  with 
caution.  In  ordinary  cases  of  this  kind  the  question 
was  only  one  of  fact,  and  was  but  little  calculated  to 
compromit  the  interests  or  honor  of  the  United  States; 
but  the  question  in  regard  to  Texas  was  very  differentv 
and  vastly  more  important.  That  is  a  country  on  our 
own  borders,  and  its  inhabitants,  most  of  them,  emi- 
grants from  the  United  States;  and  most  of  the  brave 
men  constituting  its  army,  who  are  so  heroically  fight- 
ing to  redeem  the  province,  are  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  who  have  engaged  in  this  bold  enterprise  as  vol- 
unteers. Were  this  Government  to  be  precipitate  in 
acknowledging  the  independence  of  Texas,  might  it  not 
be  exposed  to  a  suspicion  of  having  encouraged  these 
enterprises  of  its  citizens?  There  is  another  considera- 
tion of  more  importance.  Should  the  independence  of 
Texas  be  followed  by  its  annexation  to  the  United 
States,  the  reasons  for  suspicions  derogatory  to  the  na- 
tional faith  might  be  still  stronger.  If  we,  by  our  own 
act,  contribute  to  clothe  the  constituted  authorities  of  the 
province  with  the  power  of  sovereignty  over  it,  and  then 
accept  a  cession  of  the  country  from  those  authorities, 
might  there  not  be  some  reasons  to  charge  us  with  hav- 
ing recognised  the  independence  of  the  country  as  a 
means  of  getting  possession  of  it?  These  and  other 
considerations  require  that  this  Government  should  act 
with  caution;  yet,  when  the  proper  time  arrives,  it  will 
be  our  duty  to  act,  and  to  act  promptly.  But  lie  trust- 
ed that  all  would  feel  the  importance  of  preserving  the 
national  faith  and  national  honor.  They  should  not  only 
be  kept  pure,  but  free  from  injurious  suspicions,  being 
more  to  be  prized  than  any  extension  of  territory,  wealth, 
population,  or  other  acquisition,  which  enters  into  the 
elements  of  national  prosperity  or  power.  He  would 
move  that  the  preamble  and  resolutions  be  read  and  re« 
fcrred  to  the  Committee  9n  Foreign  Relations. 

GxNXXAL  AsssxBLT,  May  27,  1836. 

Whereas  the  people  of  Connecticut,  one  of  the  free 
and  sovereign  States  of  this  republic,  have  witnessed, 
with  feelings  of  sympathy,  the  struggle  of  the  people 
of  Texas  to  secure  to  themselves  independence  and 
freedom;  and  whereas,  in  maintaining  their  just  and  in- 
alienable rights,  that  people  have  been  compelled  to  re- 
sist the  power  and  oppose  the  dominion  of  vastly  su- 
perior numbers,  who  have  exhibited  more  than  savage 
ferocity  and  barbarity— devastating  their  country  with 
the  avowed  object  of  either  exterminating  them  or  re- 
ducing them  to  a  state  of  absolute  dependance  and  sub- 
jugation; and  whereas,  in  this  unequal  contest,  the 
Texians  have  exhibited  a  degree  of  wisdom  and  firmness, 
moderation  and  bravery,  that  commands  the  sympathy 
of  every  friend  of  liberty  and  of  his  race — contending, 
as  they  are,  for  their  rights  ag^nst  barbarians,  who 
have  violated  promises,  broken  faith,  and  murdered,  in 
cool  blood,  defenceless  and  confiding  persons;  and 
whereas  the  people  of  Texas,  through  their  represent- 
atives, have  declared  themselves  independent,  organ- 
ized their  form  of  Government,  and  published  to  the 
world  their  intention  to  become  a  free,  sovereign,  and 
independent  nation,  distinct  from,  and  independent  of, 
Mexico;  and  whereas,  appreciating  the  high  resolve 
and  unalterable  determination  of  this  gallant  people  to 
live  free  or  die—believing,  from  what  has  already 
transpired,  that  their  independence  can  and  will  be  sus- 
tained, it  becomes  a  matter  of  duty  and  justice,  on  the 
part  of  this  Government,  to  acknowledge  their  inde- 
pendence, and  to  recognise  them  as  belonging  to  the 
family  of  nations;  therefore, 
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Resohtd  hy  the  number*  of  the  Senate  and  Hm*$e  of 
liepresenititivea  in  General  Aaeembly  convened,  That  the 
Senalors  from  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  thejr  are  hereby,  instructed,  and  the  Rep- 
resentatives requested,  to  use  their  best  endeavors  to 
procure  the  acknowledgment,  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  of  the  independence  of  Texas;  and  that  it  be 
recognised  as  a  free,  sovereign,  and  independent  nation, 
as  soon  as  may  be  consistent  with  our  existing  reUtions 
with  foreign  nations. 

Betehed,  That  Itis  excellency  the  Governor  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  copies  of  this  preamble  and 
resolutions  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Representatives 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

CHAUNCEY  F.  CLEAVELAND, 

Speaker  Houee  of  Repreaentaiitee. 
EBENEZER  STODDARD, 

Pretident  of  the  Senate, 

Mr.  WAI.RRR  then  stated  his  conviction  that  this 
movement  of  the  Legislature  of  Connecticut  would  form 
one  of  the  brightest  pages  of  its  history.  As  to  the  time 
of  recognition,  he  add^,  that  as  this  was  merely  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  a  fact,  the  required  act  could  not  be 
premature.  If  we  do  not  acknowledge  the  independence 
of  Texas  promptly,  the  Texian  commissioners  will  be 
recalled,  and  Texas  will  apply  to  a  foreign  Power.  Eng- 
land, aeeking  for  a  new  source  of  her  supplies  of  cotton, 
will  be  eager  to  acknowledge  her  independence,  both 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  from  her  the  raw  material, 
and  finding  there  a  market  for  the  manufactured  fabric. 
The  difference  in  favor  of  the  Texian  planter  over  him 
of  the  United  States  wit]  be  twentjr  per  cent.  He  had 
no  doubt  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  would 
act  promptly  and  wisely.  The  memorial  was  then  re- 
ferred. 

PUBLIC  DEPOSITES. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  deposite  of  the  public  mo- 
neys was  then  taken  up  as  the  order  of  the  day. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Lxioh,  to  allow  time  to  such 
banks  as  had  not  a  sufficient  amount  of  specie  to  comply 
with  the  conditions  of  the  bill  to  provide  the  necessary 
amount,  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  was  in  hopes  that  some  Senator, 
coming  from  that  portion  of  the  Union  where  the  specie 
condition  would  operate  oppressively,  would  move  to 
strike  it  out.  Af^er  hearing  the  debate,  he  was  sat- 
isfied it  would  operate  oppressively  in  some  States,  while 
in  others  the  banks  would  not  be  affected  by  it. 

Mr.  C.  then  nnoved  to  strike  out  the  second  clause  of 
the  leetion. 

Mr.  KINO,  of  Alabama,  had  felt  some  hesitancy  in 
making  a  proposition  to  strike  out  this  clause,  though 
he  agreed,  with  the  Senators  from  Virginia  and  South 
Carolina,  that  it  was  wholly  useless,  and  that  it  would 
operate  unequally  and  oppressively  on  some  of  the  de- 
posite banks  that  were  in  all  respects  essentially  sound. 
lie  had  felt,  from  the  beginning,  the  greatest  solicitude 
to  pass  such  a  law  as  would  secure  the  safe-keeping  of 
the  public  Ajnds,  and  guard  the  public  interests,  without 
incorporating  into  it  any  provision  calculated  to  embar- 
rass or  defeat  it.  These  were  his  sentiments  in  the  com* 
roittee.  and  he  was  disposed  to  carry  them  out  now. 
With  the  opinions  that  he  entertained,  he  could  not  give 
his  support  to  the  bill  if  this  provision  remained  in  it. 
The  banks  of  his  State  were  as  solvent  as  any  in  the 
country;  but  the  nature  of  their  business  was  such  that 
they  would  be  compelled  to  abandon  the  custody  of  the 
public  dcposites  unless  this  provision  was  stricken  out. 
He  thought  at  one  time  to  move  to  modify  this  provis- 
ion ;  but  this  only  could  be  done  by  giving  a  discretion 
to  the  Secretary,  which  rested  with  him  already. 

Mr.  CAiHoim's  motion  having  been  agreed  to,  some 


additional  amendments  were  made,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
LEIGH,  to  correspond  with  if. 

Ml'.  WRIGHT  offered  an  amendmeni,  the  effect  of 
which  is  to  require  each  deposite  bank  to  keep  wKbin 
its  vaults  such  an  amount  of  spede  ns  shall  be  required 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Tresaory,  and  shall,  in  his  op)n« 
ion,  be  necessary  to  render  said  bank  a  safe  depository 
of  the  public  money. 

Mr.  WALKER  moved  to  amend  the  amendmeiit  bf 
adding  the  words,  <*  having  a  due  regard  to  the  nsture 
of  the  business  of  said  bank}**  winch  wai  agreed  to;  lod 
the  amendment  as  amended  was  adopted. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  sddiniri 
proviso  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  (be 
United  States  to  direct  transfers  to  be  made,  from  tine 
to  time,  to  the  branch  mints  of  the  United  Slates,  either 
for  supplying  metal  for  coining  or  for  aafe-keepinj^. 

Mr.  B.  explained  the  advantages  of  this  amendnient 
at  full  length.  He  was  very  much  in  favor  of  prevent- 
ing transfers  from  one  bank  to  another,  for  tbe  mere 
purpose  of  preserving  the  credit  of  such  bank,  at  the 
same  time  that  be  applauded  some  transfers  tittt  vere 
nude  two  years  ago,  for  the  purpose  of  snstaioiiig  cer- 
tain banks  against  the  hostilities  of  tbe  Bank  of  the  Vm- 
ted  States.  He  was  opposed  to  these  transfers^  for  be 
thought  them  liable  to  great  abuaesi  and  he  woaki  be 
glad  to  see  a  provision  made  whicli  would  cat  off  «ll 
hopes  of  any  of  these  banks  being  sust«ned  by  ibe 
Treasury.  But  this  provision  that  he  wished  to  be  in- 
serted, he  thought,  was  calculated  to  be  very  useful  U 
might  become  necessary  for  the  Government  to  btve 
transfers  made  to  the  mints  for  other  purposes  thin 
coining,  should  any  difficulty  arise  as  to  depositiitg  pob' 
lie  moneys  with  the  State  banks.  He  believed  ths\ 
with  some  extension  of  the  mint  system,  aU  the  poblic 
moneys  might  be  advantageously  deposited  with  then; 
but  he  did  npt  look  to  this  now— all  he  proposed  vas  ^ 
facilitate  the  coinage  of  the  mint,  and  to  have  thein  u 
depositories  of  the  public  money,  if  necessary.  He 
looked  upon  this  amendment  as  nothing  more  than  the 
revival  of  the  act  of  1791,  by  which  it  was  cxpre»ly 
ordered  that  all  the  foreign  coins  received  by  the  Trea^ 
ury  should  be  sent  to  the  mint  of  the  United  SUles;and 
he  hoped  it  would  find  favor  with  the  Senate. 

Mr.  LEIGH  moved  for  a  division  of  the  two  propos- 
tions  contained  in  tbe  amendment,  so  u  to  take  the  que** 
tion  first  as  to  the  transfers  to  tbe  mint  for  the  parpose 
of  coining,  which  he  said  he  was  in  favor  of. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  was  opposed  to  the  amendment,  3» 
it  might  be  the  means  of  oppressing  some  indiridtm 
bank,  by  transferring  all  tbe  specie  in  its  vaults  fbr  tbe 
purpose  of  coining. 

Mr.  EWING,  of  Oliio,  could  see  no  advantage  m 
either  of  tbe  propositions  contained  in  the  amendment. 
There  could  be  no  advantage  to  the  country  in  requiring 
banks  to  five  up  the  coin  in  their  vaults  for  tbe  purpose 
of  recoinmg.  Banks,  except  on  the  seaboard,  rarelr 
kept  bullion  on  hand,  and  the  effect  of  this  amendment 
would  be  to  compel  them  to  give  up  their  specie.  There 
would  be  no  sort  of  advantage  in  sending  Spanish  will^ 
dollars,  which  were  current  here,  and  current  every 
where,  to  the  mint  to  be  recoined)  for  it  would  give  no 
more  specie  circulation  to  the  country. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  did  not  understand  the  proposition  tf 
the  Senator  from  Ohio  did.  He  understood  it  to  be 
purely  an  authority  to  the  President  to  transfer  certain 
amounts  of  money  to  the  mint,  for  the  purpose  of  fur- 
nishing it  with  the  means  for  coining.  In  shorti  the 
proposition  was  in  accordance  with  the  views  ^^P*!^] 
in  both  Houses,  when  the  branch  mints  were  establishMi 
to  enable  them  to  have  the  means  for  purchasing  buUion 
for  continuing  the  coinage.  He  had  supposed  that  tne'f 
purpose  in  establishing  tbe  mints  was  to  cbsnge  v\t 
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coinage  of  foreign  ^old  coin  into  our  own,  which,  being 
less  desirable  for  exportation,  would  be  more  likely  to 
remain  in  the  country. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  supposed  the  object  was  to  obtain  a 
UT%t  circulation  of  the  coin  of  the  United  States.  That 
could  only  be  done  by  repealing  the  laws  making  foreign 
coin  a  tender,  and  next  by  suppressing  the  circulation  of 
bank  notes  from  ten  dollars  down,  which  Cong^reaa  could 
not  do.  He  was  opposed  to  the  amendment,  and  should 
TOte  against  it. 

Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  said  that,  if  the  efTect  of  re- 
ducing the  value  of  the  gold  coins  had  been  to  retain 
thrm  in  the  country,  the  effect  had  also  been  to  take  so 
much  silver  out  of  the  country.  That  could  be  the  only 
effect,  though  he  did  not  believe  that  either  had  been 
the  case  to  any  extent  worth  mentioning.  Though  the 
value  of  our  gold  Coin  was  fixed  too  low,  yet  the  mer- 
ctisnts  fixed  the  true  value,  and  exported  it  when  it  was 
worth  more  abroad  than  at  home.  As  to  establishing 
new  mints  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  circulation 
ol  specie,  he  looked  upon  it  as  perfectly  idle.  Specie 
was  a  mercantile  commodity,  and  would  always  be  ex- 
ported when  it  could  be  done  so  on  more  favorable  terms 
tbiin  to  get  exchanges. 

Mr.  LEIGH  here  withdrew  his  motion  to  divide  the 
two  propositions  in  the  amendment.  The  objections, 
he  said,  to  the  first  propontion  did  not  occur  to  him 
when  he  made  his  motion. 

Mr.  BENTON  then  renewed  the  motion  just  with- 
drawn by  Mr.  Liioa.  The  two  propositions,  he  said, 
were  distinct  from  each  other,  and  the  questions  on  them 
ought  to  be  taken  separately.  It  did  not  appear  to  him, 
lie  said,  that  they  would  ever  have  in  this  country  a 
Secretary  or  President  who  would  act  so  preposterously 
as  to  send  current  coins  to  the  mint  only  to  be  recoined 
over  again;  and  therefore  the  objection  made  to  his 
amendment  fell  to  the  ground.  It  was  obvious  that  those 
who  were  friendly  to  an  increase  of  the  coinage  were 
met  at  every  point  by  the  friends  of  the  bank,  predicting 
the  impossibility  of  their  measures  producing  the  intended 
effect.  This  was  commenced  with  the  efforts  to  re- 
charter  the  bank,  and  was  continued  in  the  opposition  to 
the  establisliment  of  the  branch  mints.  The  proposition 
which  met  with  so  much  opposition  now,  was  simply  to 
give  to  the  President  authority  for  supplying  the  mints 
with  metal  for  coinaget  and  if  it  prevailed,  the  banks 
would,  in  all  probability,  readily  endeavor  to  furnish  a 
supply  of  foreign  coins  and  of  our  own  coins  which  are 
imperfect.  This  amendment  was  perfectly  free  from 
all  the  objections  made  to  it|  for  the  officers  of  the  mint 
would  never  think  of  recoining  our  own  perfect  coin. 
Ihe  efTect  was  only  to  give  life  and  activity  to  a  law  now 
on  the  statute  book. 

Mr.  EWING,  of  Obto^  was  not  aware  of  any  combina- 
tion to  prevent  the  increase  of  the  coins,  nor  was  he 
aware  that  he  or  any  gentleman  on  that  floor  was  entitled 
to  the  appellation  of  friends  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  He  had  voted  for  the  recharttir  of  that  institu- 
tion {  but  it  was  not  in  being  now,  and  thev  had  nothing 
further  to  do  with  it.  He  had  opposed  this  and  other 
propositions  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  because  he 
did  not  think  they  would  produce  any  public  good.  The 
object  of  the  gentleman,  to  increase  the  specie  circula- 
tion, was  a  good  one;  but  the  means  he  proposed  were 
not  calculated  to  obtain  it. 

Mr.  WKIGHT  suggested  another  consideration  in  fa< 
vor  of  the  amendment.  It  was  known  that  our  country 
produced  a  considerable  amount  of  bullion,  and  it  was 
desirable  that  it  should  receive  our  impres.*,  instead  of 
being  sent  abroad  to  be  coined.  The  mint,  therefore, 
should  have  the  means  of  getting  a  supply  of  this  native 
bullion  by  the  i^doplion  of  the  proposition  before  them. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  first  propobition  in  Mr. 


Bbvtor's  motion,  authorizing  transfers  to  the  mint,  for 
the  purpose  of  supplying  metal  for  coinage,  and  it  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  22,  nays  17,  as  follows: 

YxAS— Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Cuthbert,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  King 
of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Morris,  Niles, 
Page,  Rives,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Shepley,  Tallmadge, 
Walker,  White,  Wright— 22. 

NATS^-Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay,  Crittenden,  Ewing  of 
Ohio,  Goldsborougb,  Kent,  Lei^h,  Mangum,  Moore, 
Naudain,  Nicholas  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins, 
Swif>,  Webster— 17. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  second  proposition  of 
Mr.  Bbstoh's  amendment,  as  to  transfers  to  the  mint  for 
the  purpose  of  safe-keeping  of  the  public  money, 

Mr.  BENTON  hoped  the  Senate  would  see  that  this 
was  merely  a  temporary  provision.  If  any  of  the  de- 
posite  banks  should  refuse  to  continue  to  receive  the 
public  deposites,  as  some  did  during  the  panic  season, 
the  mints  would  be  then  found  valuable  auxiliaries  to 
the  Treasury.  He  thought  that  the  mints  would  be  any- 
where as  safe  depositories  as  the  banks;  and  as  to  the 
District  of  Columbia,  he  wished  all  moneys  paid  out  by 
the  Government  here,  to  be  paid  from  the  Treasurer's 
office. 

On  taking  the  question,  Mr.  Bxstoh's  second  propo- 
sition was  rejected:  Yeas  13,  nays,  28,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Ewing  of  Illinois, 
Grundy,  McKean,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Nlles,  Page,  Robin- 
son, Buggies,  Walker,  White— 13. 

NATS^-Messrs.  Black,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsbo- 
rougb, Hendricks,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia, 
Knight,  Leigh,  Mangum,  Moore,  Naudain,  Porter,  Pren- 
tiss, Preston,  Rives,  Robbins,  Shepley,  Swift,  Tallmadge, 
Tomlinson,  Webster,  Wright— 28. 

Mr.  BENTON  offered  an  amendment,  providing  tliat, 
in  selecting  and  continuing  banks  for  depositories  of  the 
public  moneys,  a  preference  should  be  given  to  such 
banks  in  good  credit  as  shall  agree  to  relinquish  the  cir- 
culation df  all  notes  below  twenty  dollars,  and  promote 
the  circulation  of  gold  coins. 

This  amendment  was  rejected:  Teas  15,  uays  23,  as 
follows: 

YsAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Grundy,  King 
of  Georgia,  McKean,  Morris,  Niles,  Page,  Rives,  Robin- 
son, Buggies,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  White— 15. 

Nats — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Crittenden, 
Davis,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborougb, 
Hendricks,  King  of  Alabama,  Knight,  Leigh,  Moore, 
Naudain,  Nicholas,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins, 
Shepley,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Webster— 33. 

Mr.  BENTON  then  offered  an  amendment  to  the  13th 
section,  which  provides  for  the  deposite  of  the  surplus 
with  the  States,  by  excepting  from  the  operations  of  this 
section  the  amount  received  from  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  and  subject  to  distribution  under  the  bill 
for  appropriating  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands. 

Mr.  B.  said  thAt  the^  had  passed  a  bill  to  distribute  all 
the  money  received  from  the  land  sales  for  this  year, 
and  the  next  year,  and,  therefore,  there  was  nothing 
left  for  this  bill  to  operate  on  but  the  money  received 
from  customs.  It  was  hardly  to  be  supposed  that, 
in  the  nineteenth  century,  a  grave  legislative  body, 
like  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  would  pass 
two  bills  for  dividing  the  same  money;  and  it  was  to 
save  the  Senate  from  the  censures  which  they  would  fall 
under,  for  dividing  the  same  money  twice,  that  he  ofier- 
ed  this  amendment. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said,  that  in  order  to  effect  the  ob- 
ject of  tlie  Senator  from  Missouri,  and  remove  any  am- 
biguity that  might  exist,  he  would  move  to  amend  the 
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amendment,  by  adding  the  words,  **  proTided  aaid  bill 
shall  become  a  law."  He  had  no  doubt  that,  if  both 
btlis  passed,  the  land  bill,  making  a  special  appropria- 
tion, would  have  the  preference.  But  if  this  amendment 
passed,  his  addition  to  it  would  be  necessary. 

Mr.  BRNTON  said  that,  if  this  amendment  prevailed, 
he  should  also  move  that  this  second  distribution  should 
not  take  effect,  provided  the  other  became  a  law.  He 
was  utterly  opposed  to  this  provision,  by  which  one  bill 
was  not  to  take  effect,  provided  another  became  a  law. 
But  he  had  an  object  in  view.  The  land  bill,  like  Jonah's 
whale,  had  swallowed  up  the  grants  to  the  new  States, 
and  he  wished  to  ascertain  whether  this  bill  was  perfect- 
ly dead,  that  he  might  bring  forward  another  bill  to  re- 
vive these  grants,  and  carry  them  through  before  the 
close  of  the  session. 

Mr.  EWINO,  of  Ohio,  said  that  the  proviso  moved  by 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  would  be  necessary. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  that,  when  his  amendment  was  in 
his  own  power,  he  would  move  to  cut  ofF  all  that  was 
said  about  the  distribution  bill,  leaving  his  amendment  to 
apply  to  the  proceeds  of  public  lands  only. 

Mr.  MORRIS  said  that,  at  the  moment  his  ear  caught 
the  sense  of  the  amendment,  he  intended  to  call  for  a 
division  of  it.  He  wished  to  know  whether  the  Senate 
was  about  to  make  a  double  distribution  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  land  sales.  As  far  as  respected  the  action  of  the 
Senate,  the  land  bill  was,  to  all  intents  and  purpoaes,  a 
law,  because  they  did  not  and  could  not  know  what  dis- 
position the  House  would  make  of  it. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  that  they  neither  saw  nor  heard 
any  thing  to  induce  them  to  suppose  that  the  land  bill 
would  be  got  through  the  House.  On  the  contrary, 
there  was  every  reason  to  believe  thst  it  had  been  put 
to  rest,  and  would  not  be  taken  up  again  this  session. 
What  were  they  to  do?  Were  they  to  wait  till  the 
last  moment  of  the  session,  to  know  what  had  be- 
come of  the  land  bill'  They  could  not  shut,  their 
eyes  to  the  facts  which  rendered  it  so  improbable  that 
this  bill  would  pass  during  this  session;  and,  under 
such  circumstances,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  take  the 
proposition  contained  in  this  bill.  He  could  not  see  the 
force  of  the  objections  raised  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  MoKRiB,]that  they  were  making  a  double  distribu- 
tion of  the  proceeds  of  the  land  sales.  There  was  no 
incompatibility  in  the  two  bills,  supposing  that  they 
both  passed.  He  agreed  that  it  was  so  improbable  that 
there  would  be  a  considerable  surplus  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  aAer  deducting  the  proceeds  of  the  land  sales,  that 
there  would  be  no  necessity  for  passing  this  bill,  provi- 
ded the  land  bill  passed.  There  might,  however,  be  a 
surplus  over  and  above  the  proceeds  of  the  land  sales{ 
and  there  would,  therefore,  be  no  incongruity  inpaasing 
both  bills. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  did  not  see  the  slightest  difRculty 
between  this  bill  and  the  other,  with  or  without  the 
amendment.  The  one  was  specific,  and  the  other  was 
general;  and  if  both  passed,  all  sound  lawyers  would 
say  that  the  first  would  take  the  precedence.  It  was 
under  these  impressions  that  in  drawing  this  bill  he  did 
not  think  it  necessary  to  take  any  notice  of  the  land  bill; 
but  as  the  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Bihtoit]  had 
thought  it  necessary  to  offer  an  amendment,  to  re- 
move an  apparent  incongruity,  he  had  no  objections  to 
it,  provided  his  proviso  was  also  added,  to  render  it  per- 
fectly clear. 

'■  Mr.  WALKER  said  tlia*,  if  he  was  not  mistaken,  this 
bill  provided  for  a  loan  to  the  States  of  certain  balances 
remaining  in  the  Treasury,  to  commence  on  the  1st  of 
January  next;  and  the  land  bill  provided  for  taking  a 
certain  portion  of  the  revenues  and  distributing  them, 
both  prior  and  subsequent  to  that  period.  Now,  when 
the  time  arrived,  which  bill  would  be  taken  as  the  guide 


for  distribution?  Certainly,  no  one  taking  up  this  bill 
would  suppose  that  millions  were  appropriated  in  anoilH 
er  bill.  Was  it  not  making  experiments  in  legislation  to 
pass  two  bills,  repugnant  to  each  other,  in  order  to  carry 
the  same  measure?  Was  it  not  confeued  by  the friendf 
of  this  measure  that  they  were  making  experimenu  in 
legislation?  for  I  hey  acknowledged  that  they  wouk) 
not  press  this  bill  if  they  thought  the  land  bill  would 
become  a  law.  No  vote  was  yet  taken  on  the  land  bill 
in  the  House,  and  they  did  not  know  what  woukl  be  the 
fate  of  their  first  experiment  Why,  then,  try  a  aecond 
experiment,  before  knowing  what  the  fate  of  tbe  first 
would  be? 

Mr.  WEBSTER  observed  that  the  Senator  from  Miv 
aissippi,  being  opposed  to  both  measures,  was  of  coune 
glad  to  find  in  one  a  reason  for  not  paasing  tbe  other. 
He  believed  that  the  country  would  see  the  situation 
they  were  in,  and  the  necessity  for  passing  some  law  for 
the  distribution  of  the  surplus;  and  so  convinced  was  be 
of  the  necessity  for  this  measure,  that  he  was  not » 
anxious  to  wait  for  the  official  annunciation  of  the  fact,  lo 
much  denred  by  some  and  so  much  feared  by  oiben, 
the  defeat  of  the  land  l^ill.  Fearing  that  the  land  bill 
would  nut  pass,  he  felt  it  liis  duty  to  take  the  proposition 
before  them  instead  of  it.  There  was  no  inconpatibiliij 
in  the  two  bills;  both  might  pass,  and  no  harm  be  door. 

Mr.  MORRIS  did  not  know  on  what  gentlemen  found- 
ed their  predictiona  that  tbe  land  bill  woukl  not  pns< 
Had  they  now  come  to  the  concluaion  that  this  Und  b'li 
was  founded  in  error,  and  ought  not  to  pass?  or  that  the 
House  would  not  do  its  duty  by  acting  on  the  bills  before 
it?  He  saw  no  grounds  for  the  opinion  that  this  b.)l 
would  not  pass.  It  was  a  matter  of  which  they  nettber 
knew  nor  could  know  any  thing;  but  they  did  know  that, 
as  far  as  respected  the  Senate,  tbta  land  bill  wu  airesdy 
a  law.  The  Senator  from  Maaaachuaetu  had  misttnder- 
stood  him,  in  supposing  him  to  say  that  there  vu  an  in- 
compatibility in  the  two  bills.  He  did  not  say  that  there 
was  any  such  Incompatibility;  but  the  arguinent  of  tbe 
gentleman  had  convinced  him  that  there  was  an  incom- 
patibility in  the  legislation  he  supported,  for  he  acknotl- 
edged  that  be  would  not  pass  this  bill  if  he  thought  tUt 
the  other  would  become  a  law. 

After  some  observations  from  Messrs.  EWING  of 
Ohio  and  BENTON,  the  question  was  uken  on  ibe 
adoption  of  Mr.  Cai.houiv*s  proviso,  and  it  was  agreed 
to:    Yeas  23,  nays  16,  as  follows: 

YxAB—Messrs.  Black,  Calhoun,  ClaXi  Cnitettdtf*, 
Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough,  Hettdricks,  Ken*. 
Knight,  Leigh,  McKean,  Mangum,  Moore,  Porter,  Pk)- 
ton,  Bobbins,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Webster,  White-^X 

Nats— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Culhbert,  Ewing  ot 
Illinois,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Morris,  Naudain,  Nicholai, 
Niles  Rives,  Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Walker. 
Wright— 16. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Bi»tos  » 
amendment,  as  amended,  and  it  was  rejected:  Yeas  15, 
nays  25,  as  follows:  . 

Ybas— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Cuthbert,  Eving."' 
Illinois,  Hendricks,  Hubbart),  King  of  Georgis,  Mom^, 
Niles,  Prentiss,  Rives,  Ruggles,  Shepley,  Walker, 
White— 15.  . 

Nats— Messrs.  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  CritieiJden, 
Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough,  Grundy,  Kcn<i 
Knight,  Leigh,  McKean,  Mangum,  Muore,  Niud^mi 
Nicholas,  Porter,  Prentis?,  Robbins,  Swift,  Tallmadge 
Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Webster,  Wright— 25.  . 

Mr.  CALHOUN  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  thir- 
teenth section  with  two  millions.  .     . 

[This  is  for  the  sum  proposed  to  be  retained '"  '»J 
Treasury  before  making  the  deposites  of  the  s«rpM»»" 
the  States,  as  provided  for  by  this  section.] 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  would  name  nine  m'HtO"'' 
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which  WAS  the  amount  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
at  the  time  the  transfers  of  the  deposites  were  made. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  raid  that,  before  the  Senate  decided  on 
thii  question,  he  would  move  to  fill  this  blank,  after  de- 
ducting the  outstanding  appropriations.  If  the  gentle- 
man w^ould  deduct  the  outstanding  appropriations  after 
the  first  of  January,  he  would  he  content  with  the  two 
millions,  or  even  with  one. 

After  some  discussion  of  this  motion  by  Messrs.  CAL- 
HOUN, WEBSTER,  and  WRIGHT, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

TVSSDAT,  Jusx  14. 
POST  OFFICE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRUNDY,  the  bill  from  the  House, 
to  change  the  organization  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, was  taken  up;  and  sundry  verbal  amendments 
reported « by  the  Post  Office  Committee  having  been 
agreed  to, 

Mr.  GRUNDY  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
the  amendments  proposed  to  the  43d  and  44lh  sections 
of  the  bill,  relative  to  the  boxes  put  up  in  the  post  offices, 
and  rented  to  merchants  and  otfiers,  for  the  reception  of 
their  letters.  From  the  commencement  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  present  time,  Mr.  G.  said,  it  had  been  the 
practice  to  put  up  these  boxes  in  the  post  offices  of  the 
large  cities,  and  rent  them  to  merchants  and  others,  who 
found  a  great  convenience  in  having  their  letters  kept 
for  them  in  this  convenient  way.  The  sums  received 
for  the  rent  of  these  boxes  went  to  the  private  emolu- 
ment of  the  postmasters;  but  the  bill  of  the  House  pro- 
posed to  take  this  away  altogether,  and  put  it  in  the 
Treasury,  while  the  amendment  of  the  committee  pro- 
posed to  fix  ttie  rent  of  each  box  at  one  dollar,  and  allow 
one  half  to  the  postntasterst  providing  that  when  this 
rent  exceeded  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  the  excess  should 
go  into  the  Treasury.  Mr.  G.  said  that  this  practice  had 
been  found  to  be  so  universally  convenient,  that  not  a 
single  individual  who  paid  this  rent  was  ever  known  to 
complain  of  it.  Mr.  G.  stated  the  number  of  boxes  put 
up  in  the  post  offices  of  Boston,  New  York,  and  Phila- 
delphia, and  stated  the  emoluments  derived  irom  them 
by  the  postmasters.  He  did  not  know  what  was  the 
number  of  boxes  put  up  by  the  postmaster  of  New  Or- 
leans, or  the  rent  he  charged  for  them,  and  would  be 
glad  to  be  informed  on  that  point  by  the  Senators  from 
Louisiana.  Certain  it  was  that  the  postmaster  at  New 
Orleans  could  not  live  on  his  ulary  of  two  thourand  dol- 
lars, and  this  addition  to  his  income  was  therefore  neces- 
sary. Mr.  G.  raid  that,  as  no  inconvenience  had  resulted 
from  the  present  practice,  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  it 
was  productive  of  great  benefits,  it  would  be  better  to 
leave  the  matter  as  it  now  stood,  and  direct  the  Post- 
master General  to  report  to  Congress  on  the  subject  at 
the  next  session.  In  the  mean  timci  as  he  diflTered  with 
a  majority  of  the  committee,  he  would  move  to  btrtke 
out  every  thing  relating  to  the  subject  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  PORTER  said  that  in  New  Orleans  the  price  of  a 
box  was  five  dollars  a  year,  which  was  cheerfully  paid, 
considering  their  great  convenience  to  those  who  rented 
them.  He  did  not  know  the  number  of  the  boxes  in 
the  New  Orleans  post  office — ^probably  four  or  five 
hundred — but  he  was  confident  that  if  the  price  were 
reduced  to  a  dollar,  every  man  in  the  city  who  received 
a  dozen  letters  a  year  would  take  one. 

Mr.  NILES  spoke  of  the  great  convenience  of  these 
boxes,  in  the  large  cities,  to  those  who  were  in  the  habit 
of  receiving  a  great  many  letters.  The  price  paid  was 
entirely  voluntary,  and  there  was  no  ground  of  objection 
in  regard  to  the  general  operation  of  this  practice.  He 
thought,  too,  that  the  taking  away  of  this  source  of 
emolument  to  the  postmasters  would  create  less  care  in 


the  general  management  of  their  business.  Some  g^ood, 
he  supposed,  would  be  produced  by  the  modification, 
but  he  thought  that  much  injiuy  would  ensue  from 
breaking  up  the  practice  altogether. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  observed  that  there  were  alwajrs 
difficulties  attending  the  regulation  of  a  subject  of  this 
kind,  because  what  might  be  convenient  in  one  part  of 
the  Union  might  be  very  inconvenient  in  another.  He 
had  at  one  time  thought  that  the  best  way  would  be  to 
fix  certain  ralaries  for  the  postmasters;  but,  when  he 
came  to  reflect,  he  feared  that  there  would  be  a  contin- 
ual pressure  on  them  to  raise  the  salaries  of  all  the 
^,000  postmasters  to  a  higher  sum.  With  regard  to 
these  boxes,  they  were  legislating  without  having  heard 
a  complaint  from  a  single  individual.  In  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  he  knew  that  Congress  could  not  do  a  more 
unpopular  act  than  to  reduce  the  rent  of  these  boxes  to 
one  dollar,  because  it  would  occasion  the  post  office  to 
be  covered  with  them,  and  produce  inconvenience  and 
expense,  instead  of  reducing  expenses.  The  postmaster 
of  Philadelphia  relinquished  a  lucsative  profession  when 
he  took  this  office,  and  he  had  never  received  from  it 
as  much  as  ^,500  per  annum.  What  would  be  the 
effect  of  this  amendment,  as  respected  him?  U  would 
reduce  his  salary  to  |2,000,  on  which  he  could  not  pos- 
sibly live. 

Mr.  B.,  after  stating  the  importance  ©rthc  duties  of 
this  office,  the  number  of  persons  whose  labors  he  has 
to  superintend,  and  the  large  sum  annually  disbursed  by 
him,  remarked  that  he  was  the  ensurer  of  the  greater 
part  of  the  postage  received  at  his  office,  because,  by 
giving  credit  to  those  who  rent  the  boxes,  he  has,  in 
making  his  returns  to  the  General  Post  Office,  to  pay 
cash  for  the  amounts  due  by  them. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  been  informed  that  if  the  number 
of  these  boxes  was  increased,  it  would  occasion  a  great 
deal  of  additional  labor,  and  that  the  number  of  clerks 
roust  be  increased  also.  The  only  evil  complained  of 
was  as  to  the  city  of  New  York,  where  the  emoluments 
of  the  postmaster  were  deemed  too  high,  in  consequence 
of  the  number  of  boxes  in  his  office;  but  it  appeared  to 
him  that  it  would  be  highly  inexpedient  to  derange  the 
whole  system  to  correct  an  evil  in  one  or  two  post  of- 
fices. The  best  way  would  be  to  let  tvery  thing  remain 
as  it  was  until  the  Postmaster  General  reported  to  them 
at  the  next  session  of  Congress.  He  would,  however, 
ofler  an  amendment,  which  accorded  with  his  views,  and 
he  thought  would  be  acceptable  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  B.  then  submitted  an  amendment,  providing  that 
"  each  postmaster  shall  make  quarterly  returns  to  the 
General  Post  Office  of  the  amounts  received  for  renU  of 
boxes  in  his  office,  and  that  when  the  sum  amounts  to 
more  than  $3,000  he  shall  account  for  the  same  to  the 
General  Post  Office." 

By  this  amendment,  Mr.  B.  said,  no  postmaster  would 
receive  more  than  $4»000  per  annum;  and  in  New  Yorlc, 
Philadelphia,  and  New  Orleans,  this  sum  would  not  be 
too  much. 

Mr.  PORTER  said  that  he  had  had  occasion  to  re- 
mark before,  that  nothing  could  be  more  unequal  and 
unjust  than  to  attempt  to  regulate  the  salaries  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  Union  by  one  standard.  Thirty-five 
hundred  dollars  might  be  a  very  good  salary  in  some 
places,  but  in  New  Orleans  it  was  a  very  small  sum, 
where  house  rent  alone  would  take  up  $1,200  of  it. 
With  regard  to  these  boxes,  the  number  of  them  would 
be  greatly  increased  if  the  rent  was  redpced;  and  in 
New  Orleans,  instead  of  there  being  four  or  five  hun- 
dred, as  at  present,  their  number  would  probably  be  as 
many  thousand,  and  the  great  object  of  having  them,  the 
speedy  and  cunvenient  delivery  of  letters,  would  be  de- 
stroyed. He  thought,  with  the  Senator  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, that  it  would  be  best  to  leave  this  matter  where  it 
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was,  between  the  individuals  and  the  poetmastert,  and 
then  fix  the  maximum  of  salary  at  those  places  where  it 
was  supposed  to  be  too  large*  The  tmendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  contemplated  that  object; 
but  with  regard  to  the  salary  of  the  postmaster  of  New 
Orleans,  it  would  be  too  small.  He  should  think  that 
$5,000  would  not  be  too  much  for  the  salary  of  this 
officer. 

Mr  WRIGHT  said  that  he  had  been  assured  that  the 
postmaster  of  New  York,  residing  where  he  was  com- 
pelled to  reside,  could  not  get  house  rent  for  less  than 
$  1 ,  500  per  annum.  Now,  it  was  out  of  the  question  to  sup* 
pose  that  any  competent  person  would  take  soarduous  an 
office  for  a  salary  of  ^,000,  when  he  was  compelled  to 
pay  three  fourths  of  it  for  house  rent.  Mr. W.,  after  speak- 
ing of  the  arduous  and  responsible  duties  of  the  New 
Vork  postmaster,  and  the  high  expenses  of  living  in  that 
city,  contended  that  there  would  be  g^eat  injustice  in 
reducing  his  income  so  considerably,  by  the  adoption  of 
the  amendment  of  the  committee.  There  was  another 
way  in  which  it  would  be  productive  of  injury:  in  most 
of  the  small  towns  there  was  a  limited  number  of  boxes 
put  up  in  the  post  offices,  some  of  which  were  rented 
at  a  low  price,  and  some  let  out  without  rent.  Now,  he 
thought  that  they  should  make  no  provision  which 
might  have  the  effect  to  break  up  these  boxes,  and  to 
compel  individuals  to  dispense  with  the  convenience 
they  had  derived  from  them.  Mr.  W.  said  he  approved 
of  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania, 
but  would  vote  for  $5,000,  instead  of  |4,000,  as  the 
maximum  of  a  postmaster's  salary. 

Mr.  DAVIS  said,  if  he  had  supposed  the  debate 
would  have  been  extended  as  it  had  before  his  amend- 
ment came  fairly  before  the  Senate,  be  would  have  ex- 
plained it  when  he  first  sent  it  to  the  Chair,  as  he  feared 
gentlemen  did  not  fully  understand  it.  IF  he  could  gain 
the  attention  of  the  Senate,  he  would  do  it  now.  It  had 
been  called  a  small  matter.  In  principle  it  was  quite 
otherwise,  as  he  would  prove;  for  it  was  no  less  than  an 
attempt  to  maintain  extravagant  emoluments  to  deputy 
postmasters,  under  the  guise  of  perquisites,  without  any 
authority,  while  the  law  really  intended  that  the  maxi- 
mum of  uicome  should  be  only  $2,000.  It  was  a  levy 
without  authority  of  law,  and  without  limits,  upon  those 
who  could  not  well  do  without  the  accommodation.  It 
was  now  admitted  that  some  of  these  deputies  had  been 
in  the  annual  receipt  of  from  three  to  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars a  year,  which,  he  thought,  if  true,  demanded  the 
attention  of  Congress.  The  House  of  Representatives 
thought  so,  and  had,  in  the  bill  sent  to  the  Senate,  re- 
quired that  all  the  box  money,  as  it  is  termed,  from 
which  this  exorbitant  income  is  derived,  should  be  ac- 
counted for  as  other  revenue,  and  the  postmasters,  of 
course,  be  left  to  the  provision  made  by  law  for  their 
compensation.  Their  compensation,  therefore,  if  this 
provision  should  be  retained  in  the  bill,  will  be  more  or 
less,  according  to  the  buainess  of  each  office,  but  will 
never  exceed  $2,000.  This  they  have  conaidered 
enough.  The  House  also  limited  the  price  of  boxes  to 
a  dollar  a  year.  The  committee  of  the  Senate,  to  whom 
the  bill  was  referred,  thought  that  some  further  provi- 
aion  ought  to  be  made  for  the  postmasters,  and  -bave 
reported  that  one  half  of  the  box  money  ahoald  be  re- 
tained by  them  until  their  entire  emoluments  should 
amount  to  $3,500  a  year,  if  the  income  should  arise  to 
that  sum,  the  balance  to  be  accounted  for  to  the  Post- 
master General,  ft  has  been  urgently  represented  that 
this,  even  this,  is  inadequate;  and  fearing,  from  all  that 
is  said,  it  might  be  so,  he  had,  with  the  approbation  of 
a  majority  of  the  commiitee,  offered  the  amendment 
which  he  had  sent  to  the  Chair,  and  which  he  hoped 
would  prevail,  though  he  was  sorry  to  say  he  saw  symp- 
ims  of  determined  opposition,  because  it  did  not  pro- 


vide enough.  He  had  endeavored  to  adjust  the  boxes 
upon  equitable  principles,  which  would  save  the  rights 
of  the  small  offices  aa  well  as  the  Urge,  and  be  would 
atate  in  what  way: 

1st.  In  all  places  containing  under  ten  thousand  in- 
habitants, the  poatraasters  might  charge  not  exceeding  a 
dollar  for  each  box. 

2d.  In  all  places  containing  over  ten  and  not  exceed' 
ing  twenty  thousand  inhabitants,  they  might  charge  not 
over  a  dollar  and  fif^y  cents  for  each  box. 

3d.  In  all  places  containing  over  twenty  thosaand  in- 
habitants, they  might  not  charge  over  two  dollars  a  box. 

4th.  The  postmasters,  in  all  cases,  are  allowed  to  re- 
tain the  revenue  from  the  boxes  until  from  that  tnd 
their  fees  they  receive  $3,500,  atid  in  New  York  and 
New  Orleans  until  they  receive  $4»000. 

These  were  the  provisions  of  hit  amendment;  and  the 
chairman,  [Mr.  Gbvhdt,]  and  the  honorable  Senitor 
frqm  Pennaylvania,  [Mr.  Buchahav,]  bad  declared  the 
provision  inadequate* 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  D.,)  I  protest  against  this  extravagance, 
this  lavish  expenditure  of  the  public  money.  Its  in- 
fluences are  in  all  reapecta  pemicioua.  It  tends  in  the 
first  pbce  to  create  uneasineaa  and  discontent  amoog  all 
our  public  officera,  for  they  all  claim  a  right  to  be  thus 
favored.  It  is  alwaya  an  argument  for  increased  com- 
pensation, that  others  who  dio  no  harder  service  receive 
higher  pay. 

What  is  a  deputy  postmaster,  that  he  should  repel  thir- 
ty-five hundred  dollars  as  inadequate  for  hia  senices' 
You  pay  his  rent,  his  clerks — in  a  word,  defray  the  cv 
penses  of  his  office — ^and  he  gravely  tella  you  that  $3,iO0 
18  insufficient  for  him.     Sir,  it  is  more  than  the  mem- 
bera  of  thia  body  would  receive,  if  they  were  to  sit  iiere 
the  year  round.     U  is  more  than  the  Governors  of  ilie 
States,  the  judges  of  the  State  courts,  or  any  other  pub- 
lic officers,  except  a  few  in  the  United  States  service, 
receive.    It  is  said  that  great  pay  should  be  allowed, 
because  they  live  in  cities.     So  do  other  officers.    I'he 
chancellor  of  New  York  receives  but  $3,000;  and  (he 
judges,  who  have  most  arduous  services  to  perform,  but 
$2,500.     In   Masaachusetts,  the  chief  juattce  receives 
but  $3,500$  the  associates,  $3,000.    In  Penns)'lvants,  tlie 
judges  receive  $2,000.    And  these  are  among  the  mo&t 
liberal  salaries  paid  by  the  States.    In  most  of  them,  the 
Governors  receive  from  ten  to  fifteen  hundred  dollars, 
and  the  judges  about  the  same  sum.     He  said  be  held 
ij)  his  hand  a  document  in  which  all  Uiese  salaries  «ere 
accurately  stated,  and  gentlemen  would  be  aurpriscd  if 
they  would  compare  them  with  the  salaries  now  esUtb- 
lishcd,  and  every  day  declared  to  be  inadequate  by  the 
officers  of  the  Federal  Government.     Sir,  you  give  to 
an  auditor,  a  comptroller,  ay,  a  chief  clerk,  not  only 
more,  but  nearly  double  what  is  paid  to  the  highest  ofli* 
cers  in  most  of  the  States{  yes,  even  more  than  is  allow* 
ed  to  members  of  Congress,  if  they  were  lo  sit  the  whole 
year. 

The  consequence  is,  that  the  aUention  of  citizens  is 
drawn  from  the  States  to  the  Federal  Govemment. 
They  are  literally  bought  out  of  State  service,  ff>r  very 
subordinate  stations,  by  the  salaries  given.  A  more 
pernicious  policy  could  not  be  adopted.  Here  you  find 
Governors  and  judges  holding  clerkships,  or,  what  is  no 
better,  offices  of  that  character  under  some  other  name. 
There  is,  air,  a  gentleman,  on  whom  I  have  heard  much 
commendation  pronounced  on  this  floor,  as  a  faithful 
public  officer,  now  serving  in  a  subordinate  station  in 
the  custom«house  at  New  York,  for  $3,000  a  year.  Tj»'« 
office  he  sought  as  a  political  favor,  and  contrives  to  live 
upon  it,  even  in  that  city,  where  it  is  said  forty  hundred 
dollara  is  wholly  insufficient  for  a  postmaster.  1'bst 
gentleman  lately  filled  the  executive  chair  in  your  SUie; 
and  we  fiud   it  almost  customary  for  Governors  an^ 
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jucl^  to  descend  from  their  stations,  and  abandon  the 
service  of  the  States,  from  such  pecuniary  reasons. 

The  offices  of  the  United  States  never  |^o  begg^infi^. 
Instead  of  their  being  left  vacant,  as  has  bsen  suggested, 
there  is  always  a  rush  to  fill  them  when  an  opening 
occurs{  and  such  is  the  strife,  that  men  of  but  one  polit* 
ical  complexion  can  attain  to  any  of  them.  More,  sir; 
men  are  thrust  out  of  petty  places  to  make  room  for 
partisans.  When  he  saw  men  refusing  to  take  office, 
when  he  saw  the  Government  embarrassed  half  as  much 
fur  the  want  of  applicants  as  it  is  with  them,  he  would 
befi^in  to  listen  to  the  argument  that  the  salaries  are  in- 
adequate. The  influence  of  high  salaries  upon  the 
whole  public  was  pernicious.  It  tended  to  increase  the 
expenses  of  the  States,  for  their  men  were  bought  up. 
It  created  a  scramble  for  the  offices,  and  rendered  the 
patronage  of  the  Federal  Government  irresistibly  in- 
fluential. It  was  a  Lvish,  unnecessary  waste  K>f  money, 
and  could  not  be  justified  because  the  Treasury  is  full. 

The  committee  are  for  adhering  to  the  old  republican 
doctrine  of  economy  in  the  expenditure  of  the  public 
money.  They  are  for  preserving  something  like  an 
equality  between  the  State  and  Federal  Governments, 
and  the  doubt  is  whether  they  have  not  been  too  liberal 
in  their  propositions. 

He  would  now  notice  some  of  the  objections  which 
had  been  urged  against  the  amendment. 

It  was  said  that  the  Postmaster  General  was  collecting 
information,  and  would  eventually  propose  a  plan  for  a 
tariff  on  boxes. 

U  was  also  said  that  we  had  no  information,  that  we 
did  not  understand  the  subject,  and  that  there  was  no 
complaint,  and,  therefore,  things  had  better  remain  as 
they  are. 

If  the  Postmsster  General  is  collecting  information, 
and  matoring  a  tariff,  what  is  that  but  proof,  to  those  who 
value  bis  judgment,  that  something  ought  to  be  done — 
that  regulation  is  necessary?  An^  how  does  this  consort 
with  the  argument  urged  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
T^nia*  [Mr.  Bvchaitav,]  that  there  is  no  complaint,  and 
>t  is  better  to  keep  matters  as  they  are^  But  the  subject 
|s  complex,  and  we  are  not  prepared  to  act!  And  what 
IS  there  about  boxes  that  is  not  comprehended  at  a 
glance?  What  that  the  feeblest  mind  cannot  at  once 
comprehend?  Is  there  any  mystery  in  charging  five  or 
ten  dollars  for  the  use  of  a  pigeon-hole  a  year?  Is  this 
a  matter  that  requires  explanation?  If  a  postmaster  re- 
ceives annually  three  or  lour  thousand  dollars  in  this 
^*y»  what  is  there  mysterious  about  it'  Cannot  tliis 
•senate  comprehend  and  understand  that  it  is  more  than 
h€  deserves?  That  it  is  raising  a  large  revenue  out  of 
the  pttblic  for  bis  benefit,  when  it  is  the  bounden  duty 
of  Congress  to  make  the  access  to  the  mail  easy— to  fur- 
n»»h  every  facility  in  the  reception  and  delivery  of  it, 
jyithout  constraining  people  to  pay  exorbitant  prices  for 
tnem?  The  Senate  can  understand,  if  such  a  revenue  ia 
to  be  raised,  it  ought  to  be  regulated  by  law,  and  the 
Government  to  have  the  benefit  of  it.  He  could  not  feel 
^Py  difficulty  in  understanding  the  matter,  or  in  applying 
the  remedy,  it  required  no  extraordinary  skill  to  com- 
prehend either. 

.  ^R^in:  it  was  said  by  the*  Senator  from  Pennsylvanis, 
PHm"*  sentence,  that  the  office  of  the  postmaster  at 

f  k  ''^'*  would  be  deranged  by  the  great  increase 
P>  boxes,  if  the  price  was  lowered  from  |4  to  $2^  and 
^n  the  next,  that  it  would  so  reduce  his  annual  emolu- 
JJ^nts,  that  the  public  would  lose  his  valuable  services. 
'  "^  boxes  in  Boston  are  said  by  the  honorable  Senator 
Uom  Tennessee  [Mr.  GauirnT]  to  be  rented  at  $2,  and 
!J*\the  whole  number  is  about  1,200.  Suppose,  then, 
Philadelphia  should  demand  twice  or  thrice  as  many, 
^«o  does  not  see  that  they  can  be  easily  furnished?  Let 
the  postmaster  see  a  profit  in  doing  it,  and  the  inconve- 


nience will  vanish.  But  if  the  boxes  are  to  be  thus  in- 
creased, what  becomes  of  the  other  position  of  the  hon- 
orable Senator,  that  the  emoluments  will  be  reduced? 
If  this  vast  number  of  boxes  is  demanded,  the  officer 
will  be  certain  of  his  ^.500,  for  it  will  take  but  750 
boxes  to  secure  that,  and  he  now  renta  450. 

Again:  the  honorable  member  says  it  will  interfere 
with  the  credit  system  now  in  operation,  and  make  cash 
payments  necessary,  which  will  be  vexatious  to  the  mer- 
chant. And  how  does  this  follow?  It  is  now  optional 
with  the  postmaster  to  give  credit  or  not.  He  will  be  left 
still  to  his  own  free  will  on  the  point;  and  how  the  erec- 
tion of  additional  boxes,  or  the  reduction  of  the  price, 
will  make  cash  payment  indispensable,  is  not  apparent. 

Again :  the  honorable  Senator  says  the  present  system 
is  a  good  one,  acceptable  to  the  merchants,  and,  there- 
fore, ou^ht  not  to  be  disturbed,  for  no  one  complains 
of  it. 

He  would  tell  the  honorable  gentleman  that  he  was 
n^istaken,  when  he  declared  so  emphatically  that  no 
complaints  were  made.  Proof  could  be  adduced,  if  ne- 
cessary, to  show  that,  in  some  of  the  city  offices,  there 
was  so  much  delay  and  uncertainty  in  procuring  letters 
for  those  who  had  no  boxes,  that  even  transient  persons, 
though  resident  in  other  places,  were  obliged  to  hire 
boxes,  to  secure  the  delivery  of  letters  with  prompt- 
ness, when  their  business  led  them  to  such  places. 

No  doubt  that  many  merchanta  are  content  to  pay  a 
large  rent  fur  boxes,  for  the  lesa  the  number  the  more 

f>rompt  the  attention.  It  is  the  monopoly  of  the  privi- 
ege  which  secures  the  good  will.  Four  hundred  and 
fifty  persons  are  let  into  the  privilege  in  Philadelphia,  at 
four  dollars  each,  while  in  Boston  more  than  twelve  hun- 
dred enjoy  it  at  two  dollars.  Is  this  right?  Was  not 
the  Post  Office  instituted  for  general  accommodation? 
Ought  not  its  privileges  to  be  Uid  open  as  wide  as  pos- 
sible to  the  public?  And  will  any  one  dare  to  justify  a 
high  chsrge,  on  the  ground  that  it  narrows  the  accom- 
modation to  only  a  few  persons?  Have  not  the  great 
public — the  people — an  interest  in  this  public  institu* 
tion?  Sir,  the  reason  why  the  number  of  boxes  in 
Philadelphia  is  so  small  is  plain  enough.  The  public 
are  taxed  beyond  what  they  are  willing  to  bear,  and  thus 
the  privilege  is  wrested  from  them,  and  limited  to  a 
few.  In  my  judgment,  this  state  of  things  demands  cor- 
rection. The  privilege  may  be  enlarged;  the  public 
have  a  right  to  demand  it;  and,  for  one,  he  would  ac- 
knowledge that  right,  and  extend  the  convenience. 
Men,  sir,  are  selfish,  and  those  who  are  anxious  to  con- 
tinue the  present  state  of  things  must  be  anxioua  to  per- 
petuate the  monopoly  in  their  own  hands.  But  he  would 
not  encourage  the  idea  that  the  Post  Office  is  for  the 
benefit  of  the  few,  or  that  its  important  accommodations 
were  to  be  placed  out  of  the  reach  of  most  people  by 
high  charges.  His  object  in  offering  the  amendment 
was  to  bring  what  now  was  in  the  discretion  of  men,  who 
were  anxious  to  benefit  themselves,  under  the  control 
of  law;  to  fix  a  limit  beyond  which  they  cannot  go; 
to  fix  it,  too,  where  the  real  public  may  have  the 
benefit  of  the  privilege.  If  there  is,  as  has  been  sup- 
posed by  some,  such  a  desire  for  boxes  as  to  multiply 
them  to  an  extravagant  number,  it  only  proves  that  the 
people  are  now  restrained  by  the  burdens  imposed  on 
them,  or,  rather,  by  the  obstacles  placed  in  their  way, 
and  that  a  remedy  ought  to  be  applied.  Imleed,  every 
argument  which  has  been  put  forward  against  the  meas- 
ure seems  only  to  show  the  propriety  of  adopting  it.  We 
have  heard  much  of  the  inconvenience  to  the  postmas- 
ters; and  what  have  we  to  do  with  their  convenience  ? 
Who  ought  to  be  incommoded,  the  public  or  the  post- 
masters? And  what  right  has  a  public  officer  to  com- 
plain that  his  office  is  disfigured  with  boxes,  or  that  he 
I  is  obliged  to  distribute    his   papers   into   five  Jiun- 
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[The  amendment  assigns  the  4th  day  of  Joly  next  for 
the  day  of  adjournment .] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  the  message  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  WHITE,  who  voted  with  the  majority,  moved  to 
reconsider  the  vote  taken  on  committing  the  deposite 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  Finance;  but  before  taking  this 
question. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WRfCHT, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

WsDirssnAT,  Juki  15. 
NORTHEASTERN  BOUNDARY. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  communicating  a  correspondence  with  the 
British  Government  on  the  subject  of  the  Northeastern 
boundary.  The  message  referred  it  to  the  Senate  to  de- 
cide as  to  the  propriety  of  publishing  the  correspond- 
ence. 

The  message  having  been  read, 

Mr.  CLAY  stated  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  look 
into  the  correspondence,  and  was  not  at  present  able  to 
say  whether  it  ought  to  be  publiahed  or  not.  The  Pres- 
ident had  left  it  to  the  judgment  of  the  Senate.  This 
was  not  according  to  his  usual  course,  as  he  had  in  this 
instance  refused  to  take  responsibility  upon  himself.  It 
would  be  improper  to  order  the  printing  without  some 
examination,  as  it  might  afterwards  turn  out  that,  by  the 
publication  of  something  which  it  might  be  improper  to 
lay  before  the  world,  the  Senate  might  have  committed 
themselves.  The  Senators  from  Maine  and  Massachu- 
setts ought  to  be  consulted  on  this  matter.  The  proper 
course,  aa  it  appeared  to  him,  would  be  to  refer  the 
message  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  where 
the  documents  would  be  accessible  to  those  Senators, 
and  be  for  one  would  be  happy  to  avail  himself  of  their 
advice.  He  moved  to  refer  the  message  and  documents 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  SHEPLEY  said  that  if  there  was  anv  thing  un- 
usual in  the  message,  there  was  something  also  unusual 
in  the  resolution  calling  for  this  information.  He  did 
not  object  to  the  motion  of  reference. 

Mr.  CLAY  explained  that  he  had  only  said  that  the 
President  bad  departed  from  his  usual  course  of  taking 
responsibility,  when  he  transferred  to  the  Senate  the 
reaponsibility  of  deciding  on  the  publication  of  these 
documents. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  was  quite  satisfied  with  the 
direction  proposed  to  be  given  to  the  documents.  The 
resolution  calling  fur  thi«  information  was  offered  by 
him,  and  the  terms  suggested  the  alternative  of  a  con- 
fidential reply,  if  deemed  necessary.  The  information 
had  not  been  communicated  confidentially,  but  it  was 
left  to  the  Senate  to  determine  whether  the  correspond- 
ence shall  be  published  or  not.  This  was  all  right  and 
proper,  he  was  bound  to  presume,  and  that  there  are 
good  reasons  for  it.  He  was  perfectly  willing  to  re- 
fer the  message  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, in  order  tha  t  if  there  be  any  doubtful  matter  in 
reference  to  its  publication,  the  doubt  may  be  nettled  on 
the  safe  side. 

The  message  was  then  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations. 

MARINE   HOSPITALS. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  offered  a  resolution  calling  on  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  early  next  session,  to  inform 
the  Senate  as  to  the  most  suitable  places  and  plans  where 
and  ho  Mr  hospitals  for  sick  and  disabled  stramen  may  be 
erected. 

Mr.  W.,  on  moving  the  consideration  of  this  resolu- 
tion, stated  that  this  subject  had  recently  been  before 


Congress,  when  there  appeared  to  be  a  want  of  inform- 
tion.  He  was  disposed  that,  as  regarded  the  West, 
these  hospitals  should  start  from  the  Treasury,  in  ordt^r 
to  set  them  going.  They  were  usually  erected  out  cf 
the  hospital  fund,  but  the  commerce  of  the  West  M 
increased  to  such  an  extent  as  to  render  it  deainble 
that  it  should  have  the  aid  of  the  Treasury.  He  dtdM 
know  that  any  hospitals,  in  addition  to  those  in  existencr, 
sre  required  in  the  Atlantic  States.  He  had  received 
some  suggestions  as  to  points  where  hospitals  migtit 
be  erected  with  advantage;  but  he  would  not  go  furlhir, 
at  this  time,  than  to  ask  of  the  Senate  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution. 
The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

MICHIGAN  SENATORS. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Bccbasat, 
instructing  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  inquire  inM 
the  expediency  of  paying  the  Senators  and  Rcpresen  • 
ative  from  Michigan,  was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  stated  that  this  re&clutiun  vu 
adopted  in  conformity  with  the  practice  establbiied  tu 
the  admission  of  Missouri. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  the  joint  reso}ut>> 
fixing  the  day  for  the  adjournment  of  the  two  Houses  f> ' 
the  4th  of  July  next,  was  taken  up,  considered,  andcor- 
curred  in. 

PUBLIC  DEPOSITES. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to 
regulate  the  deposites  of  the  public  money. 

The  pending  question,  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
WnrTB  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  hsd  bein 
recommited  with  instructions  to  report  separate  bills,  i 
discussion  ensued  between  Mr.  WHITE,  Mr.  WRIGHT, 
(who  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered,! 
Mr.  WEBSTER,  Mr.  BENTON,  Mr.  CALHOUN,  Mr. 
BLACK,  and  Mr.  MORRIS;  when  the  question  was  ti- 
ken  on  the  motion  to  reconsider,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YsAS^Messrs.  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Crittenden,  Di- 
vis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough,  Hendricks,  Kent. 
Knight,  Leigh,  Mangum,  Moore,  Naudain,  Porter,  Pren- 
tiss,  Preston,  Robbins,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Webster, 
White— 22. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cuthbcrt, 
Ewing  of  Illinois,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Ring  of  Alabamii, 
King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Pag^i 
Rives,  Robinson,  Shepley,  Tatlmadge,  Tipton,  Wild- 
er, Wright— 21. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  moved  to  amend  the  instructions;  wben, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  was  postponed,  and  it  was  made  the  spf- 
cial  order  for  to-morrow. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  the  Scnste  took 
up  for  consideration  the  bill  to  change  the  mode  of  con- 
ducting the  sales  of  the  public  land. 

After  discussion,  in  which  Mr.  BLACK,  Mr.  EWIN'O. 
of  Ohio,  and  Mr.  PORTER,  participated,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  PORTER,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  ofMr.  HUBBARD,  the  Senate  proceeded  to 

the  consideration  of  executive  business^  and,  after  re- 
maining a  short  time  with  closed  doors. 
The  Senate  adjourned. 

TUUBSDAT,    JUKK    16. 

HUMPHREY  MARSHALL. 
On   motion  of  Mr.   LINN,  the  Senate  took  up  ft-r 
consideration  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensjor* 
adverse  to  the  claim  of  Humphrey  Marshall. 
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Mr.  CRITTENDEN  moved  to  reverse  the  decision  of 

the  Committee. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  ably,  and  at  lenfflh,  defended  the 
dcciiion  of  the  committee,  and  illustrated  the  principles 
on  which  it  was  founded. 

The  discussion  was  further  continued  by  Mr.  CLAY, 
Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  and  Mr.  WHITE,  aRainst  the 
decision  of  the  committee;  and  by  Mr.  LINN,  Mr. 
NILES,  and  Mr.  TOM LINSON,  on  the  other  side. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  a  modiRcation  of  the  report. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  the  subject  was 
(hen  laid  on  the  table. 

MlCHIGzVN. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, by  Mr.  PnAKKuy.  their  Clerk,  stating^  that  the 
House  had  passed  the  bills  from  the  Senate  •«  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  to  establish  the  n«»rthern  bound.iry 
line  of  Ohio,  and  for  the  admission  of  Michigan  into  the 
Union;"  «•  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  ad- 
mission of  Arkansas  into  the  Union,  and  to  provide  for 
'he  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  in  the 
iimf ;"  and  •*  the  act  to  provide  for  the  execution  of  the 
lavi-s  of  the  United  States  in  the  Slate  of  Michigan," 
wi'h  amendments,  in  which  they  asked  the  concurrence 
o(  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  the  Senate  concur- 
red m  the  amendments  to  the  two  first-mentioned  bills; 
when 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved  that  the  Senate  disagree  to 
tl»e  Amendment  to  the  last.  This  amendment  reduces 
the  salary  of  the  district  jtidge  of  Michigan,  from  1^2,000, 
as  e.*Ublished  by  the  Senate,  to  $1,500. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CALHOUN,  the  amendment  was 
Ijid  on  the  table. 

PUBLIC  DEPOSITED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  the  Senate  took  up  the 
bill  to  regidate  the  deposites  of  the  public  moneys;  the 
question  bMng  on  Mr.  Wrigut's  motion  to  recommit  the 
original  bill,  with  the  substitutes  reported  by  the  select 
committee,  and  the  amendments  adopted  by  the  Senate, 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  with  instructions  to  divide 
them  into  two  separate  bills,  so  that  one  shall  contain  all 
that  relates  to  the  regulation  of  the  depoMte  banks,  and 
tlie  other  shall  contain  all  that  relates  to  the  disposition 
i^'  the  surplus. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  had  no  desire  to  embarrass  this  mo- 
tion by  any  indirection  or  technicality;  but  he  was  ex- 
ctcdmgly  desirous  that  the  parliamentary  rule  should  be 
'>b-»i:r?ed  within  a  reasonable  degree.  The  first  qtics- 
t>')n  was  on  striking  out  the  original  bill,  introduced  by 
himself,  and  inserting  ttie  substitute;  and  in  that  state  of 
'he  question  the  gentleman  from  New  York  moved  to 
refer  it,  with  the  substitute  and  amendments,  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  with  instructions.  He  held  that 
they  could  not  refer  amendments  under  any  parliament- 
ary rule;  and  that,  in  recommitting  the  bill,  all  the 
Amendments  not  concurred  in  in  the  House  fell  to  the 
RTound.  Now,  these  instructions  referred  to  the  amend- 
ments made  to  the  bill  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and 
therefore  they  referred  to  a  matter  which,  under  the 
ptrhamentary  rule,  could  not  go  before  the  Committee 
on  Finance.  He  contended  that  when  a  bill  was  refer- 
led  to  a  committee,  all  that  it  could  do  was  to  recom- 
mend amendments  to  it. 

[Jlr.  C,  here  read  the  rule  relating  to  the  subject.] 

i'he  only  parliamentary  way  in  which  the  gentleman 
could  get  at  his  object  would  be  to  move  to  strike  out 
the  thirteenth  section,  and  bring  it  in  as  another  bill. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  that  he  was  perfectly  unable  to 
fUbate  points  of  order,  and  was  quite  unwilling  to  engage 
">^uch  discussions.  His  object  was  to  avoid  all  techni- 
culiiies,  and  lo  get  at  the  sense  of  the  Senate  in  the 


shortest  possible  way;  and  he  therefore  begged  the  pre- 
siding officer  to  decide  the  point  of  order.  lie  would, 
however,  observe  that  he  was  unable  to  discriminate 
between  the  committing  a  bill  to  a  committee,  with  in- 
structions to  separate  it  into  two  parts,  and  the  motion 
to  strike  out  one  part  of  a  bill,  and  bring  it  in  as  a  whole 
bill. 

The  CHAIR  (Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama)  stated  that  he 
had  no  doubts  on  the  subject,  as  to  the  power  of  the 
Senate.  It  could  not  only  recommit  the  whole  bill,  but 
any  portion  of  a  bill,  leaving  the  residue  of  it  precisely 
as  it  stood  either  in  committee  or  in  the  House.  The 
parliamentary  rule  was  precise.  They  could  commit 
any  portion  of  a  bill  to  one  committee,  and  the  other 
portion  to  another  committee,  with  instructions;  and  if 
j  they  could  thus  commit  two  parts  of  the  same  bill  to  two 
different  committees,  it  followed,  of  course,  that  they 
could  instruct  one  committee  to  separate'a  bill  into  two 
parts.  When  it  came,  thus  separated,  before  the  Sen- 
ate, it  was  in  their  power  to  take  either  proposition,  or 
both,  as  the  majority  might  decide. 

[The  CaAin  here  read  the  rule,  as  follows: 
**A   particular  clause  of  a  bill  may  be  committed 
without  the  whole  bill,  or  so  much  of  a  paper  to  one 
and  so  much  to  another  committee." — Jefferson's  Man* 
ttalf  page  148.] 

With  respect  to  any  amendments  that  had  been  made, 
it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Chair  that  they  would  fall 
when  such  commitment  was  ordered,  unless  they  had 
been  agreed  to  in  the  Senate;  but  this  result  can  always 
be  prevented  by  giving  instructions. 

Mr.  MORRIS  observed  that  it  would  be  recollected 
that  he  stated  to  the  Senate  yesterday,  that,  in  his  opin- 
ion, it  would  be  better  to  keep  the  two  principles  con- 
tained in  this  bill  together.  He  yesterday  voted  to  di- 
vide them,  and  he  did  so  for  the  accommodation  of  those 
gentlemen  with  whom  he  usually  acted.  Since  that  time 
he  had  conversed  with  several  of  his  friends  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  they  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would 
be  best,  under  all  circumstances,  to  keep  all  the  parts 
of  the  bill  together.  He  should  now,  therefore,  reverse 
his  vote,  in  order  that  the  whole  subject  might  be  con- 
sidered in  all  its  parts  at  the  same  time. 

I'he  question  was  here  taken  on  Mr.  Wriort's  mo- 
tion to  recommit  the  bill,  and  it  was  rejected:  Yeas  21, 
navs25,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Benton,  Buchanaii^  Cuthbert,  Ewing 
of  Illinois,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
Georgia,  Linn,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Page,  Rives^  Robinson, 
Ruggles,  Shepley,  Tallinadge,  Tipton,  Walker,  Wall, 
Wright— 21. 

Nats— Messrs.  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Crittenden,  I).i- 
vis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough,  Hendricks,  Kent, 
Knight,  Leigh,  McKean,  Maiig^m,  Moore,  Morris,  Nau- 
dain.  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins,  Southard, 
Swift,  Tomlinson,  Webster,  White~25. 

Mr.  WALKER  offered  an  amendment,  the  effect  of 
which  was  to  strike  out  the  ratio  of  the  distribution  of 
the  surplus  as  provided  for  in  the  bill,  and  make  it  in 
proportion  to  the  respective  representation  of  the  States 
in  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

On  this  subject,  Mr.  W.  said  he  desired  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  to  a  table,  made  out  by  a  very 
accurate  young  gentleman,  demonstrating  what  would 
be  made  in  the  portions  of  eighteen  of  the  States,  if  his 
amendment  should  be  adopted. 

Mr.  W.  then  read  a  table,  showing  that  eighteen  of 
the  States  will  be  the  losers  lo\  considerable  amount  by 
the  distribution  under  the  census  of  1830.  Now,  it  was 
admitted  on  all  hands  that  there  could  be  no  constitu- 
tional objections  to  the  proposition  embraced  in  this 
amendment.  Wht-n  the  land  bill  was  under  discussion, 
he  offered  an  amendment  on  this  principle,  and  it  was 
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resisted  on  the  ground  that  it  wta  in  YioUtion  of  the 
ordinance  of  the  State  of  Virginia.  If  there  wu  to  be 
any  apportionment  among  the  States,  he  appealed  to 
every  Senator  if  it  ought  not  to  be  in  accordance  with 
equality  and  justice— that  is,  on  the  principle  of  po|MjIa- 
tion— not  at  the  time  the  census  of  1830  was  taken,  but 
at  ti)e  time  the  distribution  is  to  take  place.  This  he 
considered  the  only  just  principle  of  distribution. 

Mr.  W.  then  read  another  table,  showing  what  would 
be  the  ratio  of  distribution  according  to  the  representa- 
tion in  the  Senate  and  House  of  Uepresentatires  and 
went  on  to  show  thst  this  would  be  more  equal  and  more 
just.  If  the  distribution  was  made  according  to  the 
census  of  1830,  twenty-two  States  would  be  losers;  but 
if  they  distributed  according  to  the  electoral  college 
ratio,  as  he  proposed,  only  two  States  woukl  be  the 
losers,  and  these  two  of  the  larger  States,  who  would 
lobe  to  a  very  «mall  amount.  The  distribution,  as  at 
present  proposed,  he  looked  upon  as  doing  the  greatest 
injustice  to  those  new  States  whose  population  had  in- 
creased since  the  last  census. 

Mr.  W£HSTEU  was  very  willing  to  make  any  pro- 
vision in  this  bill  for  the  inequalities  produced  by  the 
increase  of  population  in  the  new  States,  but  he  was  of 
opinion  that  there  were  insuperable  difficulties  in  the 
way,  and  that  the  only  plan  of  distribution  that  could  be 
adopted  was  the  one  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  had  been  in  favor  of  the  plan  of  dis- 
tribution proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  but 
had  yielded  his  wishes  in  the  committee,  on  the  ground 
that  it  could  not  be  carried  through.  It  was  in  vain  to 
contend  against  the  opposition  of  six  of  the  large  States; 
and  under  these  impressions  he  was  constrained,  though 
reluctantly,  to  vote  against  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BENTON  was  glad  that  the  Senator  from  Missis- 
sippi had  taken  the  trouble  to  make  out  a  table  which 
showed  the  unequal  working  of  this  bill.  He  was  glad 
that  the  Senator  had  made  his  motion,  if  no  other  good 
should  result  from  it  than  to  demonstrate  the  progress 
of  this  desire  for  dividing  money.  Up  to  the  present  time 
there  had  been  a  disposition  to  lean  towards  the  weaker 
States,  and  to  allow  something  for  the  rapid  increase  of 
their  pt^pulation.  But  as  the  disposition  to  get  hold  of 
the  public  money  became  stronger,  this  disposition  to 
do  justice  to  the  new  States  decressed  in  proportion. 
And  here  he  would  remark  that  there  was  another  con- 
sequence of  this  disposition  to  get  hold  of  the  public 
money,  which  was,  that  finding  the  surplus  not  enough, 
they  must  take  the  unexpended  balances.  If  he  could 
be  willing  to  derive  any  good  out  of  a  great  evil, 
he  would  let  this  bill  pass— it  would  soon  work  its 
own  cure.  It  had  bet  n  predicted  in  the  beginning  of 
the  session  that  the  country  would  be  utterly  ruined, 
that  the  Government  must  stop,  if  the  land  bill  was  not 
pMiedi  and  now  that  the  bill  bad  passed  the  Senate,  every 
mm  of  common  sense  must  be  convinced  that  an  end 
would  be  put  to  the  Government  if  it  ever  weiit  into  ope- 
ration, and  it  now  seemed  to  be  given  up  by  all  its  friends. 

He  would  repeat  it  on  every  occasion,  that  it  was  now 
ne«rljr  the  close  of  the  session,  and  that  in  the  progress 
of  dividing  the  public  money  they  had  wholly  neglected 
the  defences  of  the  country.  Not  a  dollar  had,  as  yet, 
been  expended  for  fortifications;  for  those  fortifications 
about  which  there  was  so  much  crimination  and  recrimi- 
nation at  the  commencement  of  the  session;  and  the  bill 
to  fill  up  the  ranks  of  the  army  was  not  yet  acted  on, 
though  one  portion  of  the  country  was  suflfering  under 
the  horrors  of  an  Indian  war.  He  staled  these  things 
for  the  purpose  of  marking  the  progress  of  this  desire 
to  get  bold  of  the  public  money.  Tlie  next  thing  would 
be  the  imposition  of  a  high  tariff,  supported  by  the 
^rong  States,  for  the  purpose  of  stipptying  a  new  fund 

^  distribution. 


Mr.  Walkbk's  amendment  was  then  adopted:  Tea) 
33,  nays  23,  as  follows: 

YsAS — Messrs.   Benton,  Black,  Buchanan,  Cuthberl. 
Bwing  of  Illinois,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  Kin^ 
of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Moore,  Nicholas' 
Page,  Porter,  Rives,  Robinson,  Uuggles,  Sh«pley,  Tip- 
ton, Wslker,  Wall,  White— 33. 

Nats — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay,  Crittenden,  D^vis, 
Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsboroogh,  Kent,  Knight.  Leigh. 
McKean,  Mangum,  Morris,  Naudain,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Bobbins,  Southard,  SwiR,  Tallmadge,  TumlinscNi,  Web* 
ster,  Wright — ^3ts. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  said  that  he  felt  it  hn  duty  to  oFer 
an  amendment  to  this  bill  before  it  was  reported  to  the 
Senate,  which  he  had  occasion  to  refer  to  before.  It  w>s 
in  reference  to  the  interest  provided  for  in  the  eleven' f< 
section.  Some  of  the  banks  could  not,  under  this  sec- 
tion, become  depositories  of  the  public  money  and  piv 
interest  on  it,  because  they  were  expressly  prolnbiud 
by  their  charters  from  loaning  it  or  deriving  any  advan- 
tage from  it.  Mr.  H.  then  moved  to  add  the  foUovi rjr, 
as  an  amendment  to  the  clause  providing  for  the  psy 
ment  of  interest: 

"  Except  in  cases  where  the  charters  of  said  bank? 
prohibit  them  from  doing  business  on  such  deposites/' 

Now  he  would  stste  (Mr.  H.  said)  that  the  Bank  of 
Indiana  was  prohibited  by  her  charter  from  discounting 
on  her  deposites;  and,  therefore,  not  being  able  to  de- 
rive  any  profit  from  these  deposites,  they  would  not  be 
willing  to  receive  them  on  the  condition  of  paying  inter- 
est for  them.  If  this  smendment  of  his  should  not  pre - 
vail,  the  interest  clause  ought  to  be  entirely  stricken 
out,  for  it  could  not  be  expected  that  banks  would  pay 
interest  on  deposites  that  they  could  not  make  any  profit 
from. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  that  he  understood  the  restriction 
on  the  Indiana  banks  was,  that  they  were  prohibited 
from  having  more  than  twice  the  amount  of  tbeir  capi- 
tal due  to  them  at  any  one  time;  and  the  Senator  fron 
Indiana  was  not  sure,  therefore,  that  his  amendment 
would  reach  the  object.  The  same  restriction  (Mr.  \V. 
said)  applied  to  all  the  banks  in  New  York. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  read  the  provision  in  t lie  charter 
of  the  Bank  of  Indiana,  and  explained  that,  under  it,  the 
banks  never  made  any  use  of  these  deposites  at  all. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  EWING  and  Mr.  POU 
TER, 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Hcnoaicxs  was  rejtc(ccf» 
without  a  division. 

Mr.  CLAY,  after  some  remarks,  moved  to  strike  out, 
in  the  11th  section,  the  word  **two,"  and  insert  "four,** 
so  as  to  make  the  banks  pay  an  interest  of  four  per  cent, 
on  the  deposites,  instead  of  two. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  WRIGHT, 
KNIGHT,  and  EWING  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  after  some  remarks,  requested  Mr. 
Glat  to  withdraw  his  amendment,  stating  that,  as  the 
bill  now  stocxi,  be  could  vote  for  it;  but  if  the  amendment 
prevailed,  be  should  be  compelled  to  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  CLAY  then,  by  unanimous  consent,  the  yeas  and 
nays  having  been  ordered,  withdrew  his  motion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WALL,  the  bill  was  further  amend- 
ed, by  providing  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Tressury 
shall,  as  far  as  the  public  interest  will  permit,  empio}  at 
least  one  deposite  bank  in  each  of  the  States  and  Terri- 
tories. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  13ili  and 
14th  sections  of  the  bill  providing  for  the  deposite  of 
the  surplus,  after  the  Ist  of  January,  with  the  Slates, 
and  to  insert  a  provision  authorizing  the  commissioners 
of  the  sinking  fund  to  invest  it  in  stocks  of  such  of  ilie 
States  ss  have  stocks,  bearing  sn  annual  interest  of — 
per  cent. 
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After  aonie  remarks  from  Mr.  WRIGHT,  this  motion 
was  rejected:  Yeas  4,  nays  39^  as  fAlows: 

Yb&s — ^Messrs.  Cuthbertt  Rives,  Tallmadge,  Wrtght — 4. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  BIsck,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Ewing  of 
Ohio,  Goldsborough,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard, 
Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Leigh, 
Linn,  McKean,  Mangum,  Moore,  Naudain,  Nicholas, 
Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Riiggles, 
Shepley,  Southard,  SwifV,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Walker, 
Wall,  Webster  .White-^9. 

Mr.  BENTON  movedlo  strike  out  the  words  <*  depo- 
sited with,"  in  the  I3ih  section,  and  to  insert  **  loaned 
to,"  so  as  to  read  that  the  \jmrphu\  shall  be  loaned  to  the 
respective  States,  &c. 

Mr.  BENTON  accompanied  this  motion  with  some  re- 
marks in  its  fiivor. 

Mr.  MORRIS  opposed  the  amendment.  The  consti- 
tution, he  said,  prohibited  Congress  from  loaning  money. 
Now,  he  should  be  glad  to  know  from  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  in  what  provision  of  the  constitution  he  found 
the  authority  for  making  a  loan  to  the  States,  or  to  any 
body  else. 

He  voted  for  tliis  bill  expressly  on  the  ground  that  it 
vas  a  deposite  of  the  public  money  with  the  States  for 
safe-keeping,  and  not  a  loan,  to  which  he  was  consti- 
tutionally opposed.  The  change  that  this  bill  had  un- 
dergone since  it  was  first  introduced,  making  it  a  de- 
posite bill  instead  of  a  loan  bill,  had  enabled  him  to  give 
bis  support  to  it. 

Mr.  BENTOff  said  it  was  not  for  him  to  settle  the 
gentleman's  constitutional  scruples.  All  he  wanted  was 
to  call  things  by  their  right  names { and  this  being  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes  a  loan  to  the  States,  he  wished  Jo 
call  it  so  in  the  bill. 

.On  taking  the  question,  Mr.  BsaTOx's  motion  was  re- 
jected: Yeas  5,  nays  37,  as  follows: 

Tsis— Messrs.  Benton,  Gru  ndy  ,Niles,Tipton,  W  right«5. 

NiTs—Messra.  Black,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Crit- 
tenden, Cuthbert,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Ewing  of  Ohio, 
Goldsborough,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  oT  Ala- 
bama, Knight, .Leigh,  McKean,  Mangum,  Morris,  Nau- 
dain, Nicholas,  Page,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives, 
Hobbins,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Shepley,  Southard,  Svvif\, 
1  allmadge,  Tomlinson,  Walker,  Wall,  Webster,  White-37. 

Mr.  WALKER  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  providing 
that  the  portion  intended  to  be  deposited  with  the  State 
of  Mississippi  shall  be  deposited  for  three  years,  with- 
out interest,  in  the  Planters'  Bank  of  Mississippi,  and  to 
allow  the  Legislature  of  said  State  an  opportunity  of 
passing  a  Uw  to  authorize  its  receipt. 

This  motion  was  rejected:  Yeas  15,  nays  26. 

Mr.  WALL  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the  first 
lection  by  inserting,  after  the  words  "conform  thereto," 
the  words  ''always  having  a  regard  as  to  the  amount  de- 
posited, as  far,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  as  is  consistent  with  the  public  interest  and 
the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Government,  and  the  relative 
fepresentation  of  each  State  and  Territory  in  both  Houses 
of  Congress." 

This  motion  was  lost  without  a  division. 

The  bill  wu  then  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended  i 
when 

Mr.  WEBSTER  moved  to  strike  out  the  amendment 
inade  on  motion  of  Mr.  Walksb,  as  to  the  ratio  of  dis- 
tribution, and  to  insert  again  the  part  stricken  out;  and 

supported  his  motion  in  an  argument  of  some  length; 

but, 

On  taking  the  question,  Mr.  Wbbstbr's  motion  was 
lost:  Yeas  22,  nsys  23,  as  follows: 

Ykas— Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay,  Crittenden,  Daviii, 
£wing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough,  Kent,  Knight,  lieigh, 
McKean,  Mangum,   Morris,  Naudain,  Prentiss,  Preston, 


Robbins,  Ruggles,  Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tom- 
linson, Webster,  Wright— 22. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Buchanan,  Cuthbert, 
Ewing  of  Illinois,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  Ring 
of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Moore,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Page,  Porter,  Rives,  Robinson,  Shepley,  Tipton, 
Walker,  Wall,  White— 23. 

Mr.  TIPTON  moved  to  strike  out  the  eleventh  sec- 
tion, which  charges  interest  on  the  deposites  in  the 
banks. 

Mr.  T.  said  that  he  desired  very  much  to  vote  for  that 
part  of  the  bill,  now  before  the  Senate,  that  provided 
for  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  United 
States  among  the  several  Sutes;  and  he  regretted  to 
find  that  part  of  the  bill  in  such  bad  company  as  the 
eleventh  section,  compelling  the  deposite  banks,  in 
which  the  public  moneys  were  deposited,  to  pay  inter- 
est of  two  per  cent,  on  them.  It  might  be  fair  to  charge 
interest  on  deposites  in  banks  that  discounted  on  them; 
but  this  was  not  the  case  with  the  State  Bank  of  Indiana. 
The  charter  of  that  bank  prohibited  issues  on  their  de- 
posites; and,  as  the  business  was  now  transacted,  tlie 
deposites  were  of  mutual  benefit  to  the  United  States 
and  the  bank,  as  the  money  of  the  bank  was  receivuble 
in  the  United  States  UikI  offices.  That  bank  would  re- 
ject the  public  deposites,  if  interest  was  charged  on 
them;  as  they  would  not  be  willing  to  pay  even  one  per 
cent,  to  retain  them,  and  the  United  States  would  have 
to  transport  their  money  beyond  the  limits  of  Indiana, 
and  deposite  it  in  a  bank  perhaps  not  so  safe  as  he 
knew  the  Bank  of  Indiana  to  be. 

On  taking  the  question,  Mr.  TiPTOsr's  motion  was  re- 
jected: Yeas  7,  nays  39,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Hendricks,  Morris, 
Nicholas,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Wright— 7. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bant  on.  Black,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Golds- 
borough, Grundy,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama, 
King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Leigh,  Linn,  McKean,  Man- 
gum, Moore,  Naudain,  Niles,  Page,  Porter,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Shepley,  South- 
ard, Swif>,  Tomlinson,  Walker,  Wall,  Webster,  White 
—39. 

Mr.  WALKER  moved  to  amend  the  reported  amend- 
ment, by  inserting,  at  the  end  of  the  fourteenth  section, 
these  words:  "Provided,  also,  that  the  amount  directed 
by  this  act  to  be  deposited  with  the  State  of  Mississippi 
be  and  remain  deposited,  without  interest,  in  the  Plant- 
ers' Bank  of  the  State'  of  Mississippi,  until  lime  be  af- 
forded for  passing  an  act  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  authorizing  the  receipt  of  the  por- 
tion of  that  State  under  the  provisions  of  this  act." 

The  question  on  this  amendment  was  decided  in  the 
negative:  Yeas  SI,  nsys  24,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messi;^.  Benton,  Black,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Cuthbert,  fiwing  of  Illinois,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King  of 
Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Moore,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Page,  Preston,  Rives,  Robinson,  Shepley,  Walk- 
er, White— 21. 

Nats— Messrs.  Clay,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing  of 
Ohio,  Goldsborough,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight,  Leigh, 
McKean,  Mangum,  Morris,  Naudain,  Porter,  Prentiss, 
Robbins,  Ruggles,  Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
Tomlinson,  Wall,  Webster— 24. 

Mr.  BLACK  moved  to  strike  out  the  thirteenth  and 
fourteenth  sections  of  the  bill,  which  provide  for  the 
deposite  of  the  surplus  with  the  States.  Rejected:  Yeas 
7,  nays  39,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Cuthbert,  Grundy, 
Niles,  Walker,  Wright— 7. 

Nats — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Crittenden, 
Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Goldsborough, 
Hendricks,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
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Geori^'iR,  Knight,  Lei^h,  Linn,  McKean,  Manjrum, 
Moore,  Morris,  Naudain,  Nicholas,  Pag*^,  Porter,  Pren- 
tiss, Preston,  Uives,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Rugjrics,  Shep- 
ley.  Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tomlinson, 
Wall,  Webster,  White— 39. 

The  amendments  were  then  concurred  in,  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  by 
the  following  vote: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Crittenden, 
Davis,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough, 
Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia, 
Knight,  Leigh,  Linn,  McKean,  Mangtim,  Moore,  Mor- 
ris, Naudain,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Page,  Porter,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Rives,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Shepley, 
Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Wall, 
Webster,  White— 40. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Cuthbert,  Grundy, 
Walker,  Wright— 6. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

FaiDAT,  JUSE  17. 

The  CHAIR  communicated  the  following  letter; 

Senate  Chambek,  Junt  16,  1836. 
Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  inform  the  Senate,  through  you, 
that  I  have  resigned  my  seat,  as  a  Senator  from  the 
State  of  Delaware,  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
fiom  and  after  this  day. 

In  thus  tsking  leave  of  the  Senate,  permit  me,  sir,  (o 
tender  to  you,  and,   through  you,   to  the  bo<Iy  over 
which  you  preside,  the  assurance  of  my  high  regard. 
I  am,  sir,  mo»t  respectfully,  yotir  obedient  servant 

ARNOLD  NAUDAIN. 
To  the  Hon.  MAnxii*  Vah  Buncx, 
President  of  the  Senate, 

DEFENCE  OF  NARUAGANSEFT  BAY. 

Mr.  ROBBINS,  of  Rhode  Island,  presented  llie  follow- 
ing resolutions,' wiiich  were  real: 

State  or  Rhode  Island  akoPuotiuesce  Plastations, 

In  General  Asntmbly,  May  iSess'on,  Ji.  D.  1836. 

liesolved.  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  General  Assem- 
bly, it  is  highly  exppdient  th»t  all  stich  fortiHciitions  as 
may  be  adequate  to  the  best  defence  and  protection  of 
tite  waters  of  the  Narragansett  bay  and  its  adjoining 
coasts  and  country  be  c<>mplettd  by  flie  Unitr d  States, 
in  such  manner  and  at  as  early  a  period  as  is  consistent 
with  the  convenience  of  the  Government,  and  a  proper 
regMi'd  to  the  efPeciive  construction  and  dtirubility  of  said 
works,  as  well  as  to  the  importance  of  its  waters  for  pur- 
poses of  navigation. 

Hc'oived,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  General  As'^em- 
bly,  supported  by  the  united  opinions  of  the  most  emi- 
nent engineers,  the  Narragansett  bay  is  susceptible  of  a 
compltte  defence;  that,  being  accessible  at  all  seasons  of 
file  year,  and  with  nearly  every  wind,  to  the  largest 
fleets  which  this  country  can  ever  maintain,  it  offers  them 
within  its  bosom  the  only  safe  station,  comprising  such 
a^lvatitages,  north  of  the  Chesapeake  bay;  that  it  is  in- 
valuable as  a  port  of  expedition  and  naval  rendezvous; 
ani  that  thuf»  not  only  the  State,  but  the  whole  Union, 
is  interested  in  its  effective  defence. 

Reeolved,  That  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in 
Congress  be  requested  to  lay  these  resolutions  before 
the  respective  bodies  of  which  they  are  members,  and 
tc»  use  their  best  exertions  to  obtain  the  necessary  ap- 
propriations to  carry  into  effect  the  views  of  this  Gene- 
ral Assembly,  as  before  expressed. 
True  copy.     Witness: 

HENRY  BOW  EN,  Secretary. 

Afler  these  resolutions  were  read,  Mr.  ROBBINS  ad- 
dressed the  Senate  as  follows: 


I  am  glad  of  the  opportunity  affbrdecl  by  these  resofo- 
tions  to  speak  upon  a  subject  on  whicii  very  erroneous 
ideas,  or  rather  ver>'  imperfect  conceptions,  liave  ob- 
tained; f  mean  the  importance  of  IImmc  valers,  the  e>ib- 
ject  of  these  reaohitiont,  as  connected  with  the  navtMe* 
fences  of  the  country,  and  of  the  unwise,  not  to  say  cul- 
pable, neglect  tbey  have  met  with  frona  the  Govemmem. 
For  securing  msritime  power  and  defence  to  tl») 
country,  the  waters  of  Narraginsett  bay  present  the  mty-x 
important  point  for  a  naval  station  and  depot;  by  far  lite 
most  important  of  any  on  the  whole  line  of  our  seacotei. 
from  the  northeastern  extremity  of  Maine,  on  the  b»)  ct 
Passamaquoddy,  to  the  moUth  of  the  Sabine,  on  thcGu'i 
of  Mexico.   I  say  this  on  the  authority  of  the  ablest  naul 
engineers  of  the  world,  especially  of  those  of  France 
and  England,  as  well  as  of  our  own  country;  not  only  of 
the  present  time,  but  of  all  time  back  to  our  rcvolutioo- 
ary  struggle;  all  concurring  in  this  opinion,  an  opinK-n 
founded  upon  a  detail  of  the  comparative  advantsgci  oi 
these  waters,  with  the  waters  of  all  other  ports  on  our 
coast;  a  detail  bottomed  on  actutl  and  accurate  and  so 
entific  inspection  and  examination  and  survey,  and  tested 
too  by  experience.   France  and  England  have  possesst  I 
themselves,  and  long  since,  of  the  most  accurate  aud 
minute  surveys  of  those  Rhode  Island   waters,  «itli  ill 
their  soundings  and  bearings,  and  with  all  their  naul 
facilities  of  every  description.    Their  knov^Iedge  on  thi. 
subject  has  been,  till  recently,  much  more  complete  llm 
our  own;  and  it  is  a  fact  that  our  surveys  have  been  per- 
fected  by  means  of  theirs.     Their  appreciation  of  «1» 
decisive  and  pre-eminent  importance  of  those  water*,  >ii 
case  of  a  war,  has  gone  far  before  our  own.     Afc  wtt 
pro<»rof  this,  let  me  remind  the  Senate  of  one  hi'tor-cl 
fac4.   At  the  treaty  of  peace  in  1783,  France  bad  an  idea 
of  effecting  a  transfer  of  our  dependancc  on  Great  Bn:- 
ftin  to  a  depcndance  on  herself;  and  discountenanced  ^wr 
insisting  on  the  acknowledgment  of  our  imlependei  cs 
by  Great  Britain  as  a  preliminary  to  the  treaty,  and  wcu!  1 
have  made  the  treaty  the  sole  basis  and  guarantee  of  uuf 
independence,  and  herself  its  guardian;  and,  to  strength- 
en her  in  this  character  of  guardian,  manifested  a  dc*ire 
to  have  ceded  to  her  a  foothold  in  this  country— suggest- 
ing that  the  island  of  Rhode  Island  should  be  ih«t  f'»  ^ 
hold,  where  and  whence  she  could  most  effectively  »)tM 
her  power  for  our  protection.     But  our  minister*  c(»«' 
vinced  the  British  minister  that  it  was  their  interest  <i 
well  as  our  own  that  their  acknowledgment  of  our  n  • 
dependence  should  be  a  preliminary  to  any  treaty;  acJ 
France  was  thus  bafRed  in  her  sinister  scheme. 

I  recollect  in  a  conversation  I  once  had  with  General 
Hamilton,  many  years  ago,  he  spoke  to  me  of  the  p»r»- 
mount  importance  of  the  waters  of  Rhode  Island,  in  * 
view  to  our  maritime  po*er  and  defence;  and  then  re- 
marked to  me  that  he  had  had  occasion  to  know  thM 
they  were  viewed  in  the  same  light  by  the  Govemmen»> 
both  of  France  and  England.  Indeed,  when  the  case  is 
understood  in  all  its  merits,  it  decides  itself;  for  then 
every  one  must  see  that,  as  to  maritime  power  and  de- 
fence, these  waters  present  a  point,  formed  by  nat«rc 
herself,  to  be,  as  those  nations  consider  it,  the  Gibraltar 
of  this  country.  And  as  it  would  be  in  our  hands  for 
power  and  defence,  so  it  would  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy  for  power  and  offence.  With  a  firm  footliold 
there,  the  enemy  would  hold  the  reins  in  his  own  hands. 
to  control  the  war,  and  direct  its  storm  at  will  both  by 
sea  and  land. 

I  have  said  that  those  waters  possess  advantages  in  the 
*8r?''cgate  beyond  comparison  before  those  of  any  other 
port  on  our  whole  maritime  frontier;  and,  1  now  addt 
beyond  those  of  any  other  port  in  the  whole  world,  j 
say  this,  too,  on  the  authority  of  those  who  have  seen  a" 
our  ports;  who  have  visited  the  nwst  celebrated  pofis '" 
other  parts  of  the  world;  who  have  made  the  suhj^'  * 
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«iUidy,  a  profenional,  a  scientific  study;  and  who  have 
compared  and  contrasted  theiri  respective  and  peculiar 
&(Ivanta^es.  Other  ports  have  some  of  the  advantages 
in  equal  degree;  but,  in  the  aggregate  of  advantages, 
none  can  stand  in  competition  with  that  port.  This  is 
not  the  time  nor  place  for  the  particular  detail,  compar- 
ison, and  contrast,  proper  for  a  full  illustration  of  thii 
fict ;  but  a  few  of  its  prominent  and  more  peculiar  and 
pre-eminent  advantages  may  now  be  indicated. 

None,  then,  can  compare  with  it  for  depth  and  safety  of 
itH  waters;  safely  ensured  by  the  boldness  of  ,tts  shores, 
itH  freedom  from  shoals  and  sunken  rocks,  its  excellence 
of  anchorage  ground,  all  combined  with  facility  of  in- 
P^ress  and  egress  to  and  from  the  ocean,  itnd  that,  too,  to 
I  he  largest  ships  of  the  line;  a  facility  always  existing, 
at  all  times  existing,  never  to  be  impeded  by  the  ob- 
structions of  ice;  and  never  to  be  denied  to  that,  as  it  is 
to  ail  other  ports  on  our  coast  during  the  prevalence  of 
certain  winds,  and  those  the  most  tempestuous  and  dis- 
astrous of  all  others  to  navigation  on  our  coast,  and 
roost  imperiousi}*  demanding  the  protection  of  some 
harbor. 

Look  at  New  York,  for  instance,  and  in  comparison; 
her  waters  only  admit  the  ingress  and  egress  of  frigates, 
and  nut  frigates  of  the  largest  class  at  all  times  of  tide; 
these  must  wait  its  high  flood.  Her  bars  interpose  de- 
lays to  their  egress  and  ingress;  delays  always  injurious, 
and,  under  given  circumstances,  would  be  disastrous — 
Tnight  be  fatal.  It  is  a  port,  then,  incommodious  as  a 
»tHtiun  for  frigates;  for  our  ships  of  the  line  it  cannot  be 
a  station,  nor  a  harbor  to  fly  to  for  reftige.  In  the  last 
war  one  of  our  frigates  got  a  wound  in  passing  those 
bars  that  crippled  her  for  the  cruise,  and  disappointed 
ail  her  expectations.  Yet,  what  immense  sums  have 
been  expended  for  our  naval  establishment  at  New 
Vork,  while  nothing  has  been  expended  for  one  at 
Khode  Island — a  place,  nationally  considered,  so  much 
"lore  important;  as  if  we  had  forgotten  to  remember 
that  New  York,  though  important,  is  not  the  country. 

Those  Narra^nsett  waters  are  at  a  point,  too,  in  re- 
liition  to  the  whole  Atlantic  frontier,  which  gives  it  a 
'decided  advantage  over  every  other  for  sending  expe- 
Jitions  to  sea  for  the  protection  or  relief  of  any  part  of 
tite  coast,  or  for  naval  war  on  the  ocean.  It  is  the  van- 
^.^gc  ground  for  commanding  and  ruling  all  the  opera- 
J'O'W  of  naval  warfare.  Then  it  is  susceptible  of  de- 
•ences  that  will  render  it  impregnable;  giving  safety  to 
^11  Within  its  waters  against  any  assailing  force.  The 
plan  of  defences  projected  under  the  administration  of  a 
K^ntleittin  now  an  honorable  member  of  this  body,  if 
completed,  would  give  it  this  security.  This  safely  to 
"^.^  ^ccts  while  within  those  waters  is  combined  with 
inis  singular  advantage,  that  they  could  not  be  shut  in 
^^  confined  there  by  blockade;  for  it  is  incapable  of 
being  blockaded  by  any  fleet,  however  superior. 

Add  to  all  this,  that  these  waters  abound  with  sites  for 
^^^cy  species  of  naval  establishment,  and  of  naval  pre- 
paration; placed  in  that  happy  medium  between  the  ex- 
tremes of  heat  and  cold,  as  to  be,  of  all  others  in  the 
wwld,  the  most  favorable  throughout  the  year  to  health 
>na  to  labor.    On  a  smaller  scale,  it  is  another  JEgean  sea, 
^i<h  islands  as  beautiful,  though  not  as  celebrated;  and 
^*re  let  my  partiality  add,    with  daughters  vying  in 
beauty  with  Ionian  maids.     In  saying  all  I  have  said  in 
i\^'  ^^  ^****  station;  and  in  giving  it  a  preference  to  all 
V\F*  for  »  naval  establishment,  I  but  say  after  our  most 
■s«lfu|  naval  engineers;  I  but  repeat  what  I  have  learn- 
*^  from  their  reports,  and  from  our  most  eminent  naval 
"^*')»  with  whom  I  have  frequently  conversed  on  this 
JJibject.     I   but  express  their  opinion;    their  settled, 
'^•r  undivided,  their  unanimous  opinion;  an  opinion 
'"'ghtcned  by  professional  science,  and  matured  by  ex- 
perience, by  observation,  by  frequent  comparison,  and 


by  long  reflection;  an  opinion  in  which  truth  herself 
must  be  presumed  to  speak. 

It  is  true  the  Secretary  of  War,  a  mere  military  man; 
eminent,  if  you  please,  as  a  military  man;  eminent,  I 
know,  for  other  merits,  but  still  a  mere  military  man, 
stepping  out  of  his  own  appropriate  province  into  the 
province  of  the  navy,  dissents  from  this  opinion;  and 
for  reasons  that  show  how  little  entitled  he  is  to  revise 
their  opinion,  to  rejudge  their  judgment,  and  to  over- 
rule it.  The  Secretary  represents  that  the  enemy  might 
find  at  Gardner's  Island,  in  Long  Island  Sound,  or  at 
Buzzard's  Bay,  in  the  Vineyard  Sound,  an  equivalent 
substitute,  ss  a  station,  for  the  waters  of  Rhode  Island; 
an  idea  that  never  in  all-  time  has  once  entered  into  the 
head  of  any  one  naval  man  of  our  country,  or  of  any 
other.  -  1  venture  to  say  that,  to  every  naval  man  of  our 
country,  or  of  any  other,  acquainted  with  these  waters, 
the  idea  would  appear  preposterous.  I  must  doubt 
whether  the  Secretary  has  ever  seen  the  waters  of  his 
substitutes;  or,  if  so,  whether  he  is  at  all  advised  of  the 
requisites  of  a  secure  station  for  fleets  with  their  line-of- 
battle  ships.  I'he  waters  of  Rhode  Island  would  be  a 
station  permanently  secure,  year  in  and  year  out,  for  the 
largest  fleets  with  their  line-of-battle  ships.  Can  this 
be  predicated  of  Gardner's  Island  or  Buzzard's  Bay.^ 
Those  places  may,  and  do,  aflbrd  a  temporary  summer 
station  for  single  frigates  or  small  squadrons;  but  did 
either  ship  or  squadron  ever  attempt,  or  dare  attempt, 
to  winter  at  either.^  Never.  As  a  permanent  station  for 
fleets,  with  their  line-of-battle  ships,  such  an  idea  never 
has,  and  never  would,  enter  into  the  head  of  any  naval 
commander. 

Again,  the  Secretary  represents  that  if  the  enemy 
took  possession  of  Rhode  Island  with  a  superior  fleet, 
he  might  easily  be  driven  ofl  by  the  land  forces  that 
might  be  concentrated  and  rapidly  brought  to  bear  upon 
that  point.  But  what  do  our  naval  engineers  and  naval 
men  say  on  this  points     They  say: 

**  If  Narragansett  bay  was  left  in  its  existing  state  as 
to  defence,  an  enemy  would  seize  it  without  difficulty, 
and,  by  the  aid  of  his  naval  supremacy,  form  an  estab- 
lishment in  Rhode  Island  for  the  war.  For  this  purpose, 
it  would  be  suflicient  for  him  to  occupy  the  position  of 
Tiverton  Heights,  opposite  Hawland's  ferry,  which  is 
of  narrow  front,  easy  to  secure,  impossible  to  turn. 
He  might  then  defy  all  the  powers  of  the  eastern 
States." 

Never  was  more  strikingly  displayed  the  (^iflVrence 
between  writing  de  arte,  which  any  body  can  do,  but 
which  is  of  very  little  value  when  done,  and  writing  ex 
arte,  which  only  the  artist  can  do;  but  who  only  can  give 
the  true  lesson,  the  lesson  to  be  trusted  to,  the  lesson  to 
be  guided  by;  than  is  displayed  by  the  communication 
of  the  Secretai7  of  War,  and  the  reports  of  our  naval 
engineers.  1  can  write  concerning  statuary;  so  can  you, 
so  can  any  one  else;  but  it  is  only  the  artist  who  can 
give  the  true  lecture  upon  tbe  art.  Wtiat  should  we 
think  of  his  sense  who  should  adopt  my  crude  ideas  for 
his  guide  and  his  government,  and  reject  those  of  a 
master  statuary  ^  Our  folly  ^ivou Id  be  scarcely  less  to 
take  the  ideas  of  a  mere  military  man  for  our  guide  and 
our  government,  as  to  naval  engineering  and  tactics,  as 
to  naval  desiderata,  and  naval  capabilities  to  supply  them; 
in  a  word,  as  to  all  resources  fur  a  naval  warfare,  who 
has  never  made  a  study  of  either,  and  to  rejects  the  in- 
structions of  men  who  have  made  these  things  the  study 
and  business  of  their  lives,  whose  profession  they  are, 
and  who  are  pre-eminent  in  their  profession.  The  true 
way  of  testing  the  value  of  the  Secretary's  ideas  would 
be  to  suppose  them  addressed  to  one  of  our  eminent 
naval  engineers',  versed  in  naval  tactics,  and  intimately 
acquainted  with  all  our  waters,  and  all  our  naval  capa- 
cities, and  to  see  how  they  would  strike  his  mind.    I 
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fancy  he  would  feel  very  much  at  Hannibal  did  when 
he  heard  the  eloquent  Grecian  tophitt  harangue  before 
him  on  the  art  of  wart  ditplaying,  no  doubt,  all  thoae 
common  tente  plausibilitiet  nn  the  subject,  of  which  my 
honorable  friend  from  Virginia  [Mr.  RirKt]teema  to  think 
•o  highly,  while  he  undervalues  and  speaks  so  dispar- 
agingly of  the  lessons  of  professional  and  practical  wis- 
dom. All  the  audience  were  in  raptures  with  the  elo- 
quent  oration,  and  loud  in  its  praises-— all  except  Hanni- 
bal; he  was  mutej  but,  being  pressed  for  his  opinion, 
he  at  length  said:  **  Why,  gentlemen,  I  have  seen  fools 
before,  and  beard  them  speak,  but  1  never  before  listen- 
ed to  any  thing  quite  so  foolish."  Our  naval  engineers 
might  be  too  courteous  to  speak  out  as  Hannibal  did; 
but  secretly,  1  have  no  doubt,  he  would  feel  exactly  as 
Hannibal  did,  especially  as  to  this  part  of  the  Secreta- 
ry's report.  Here  I  cannot  forbear  saying  that  his  gen- 
eral ideas  as  to  a  system  of  naval  preparations  proper  for 
this  country  to  adopt,  appear  to  me  to  have  been  hastily 
taken  up — to  want  comprehension;  in  a  word,  that  his 
sketches,  meant  for  an  outline  of  a  system,  appear  to  me 
not  to  be  the  sketches  of  a  master  mind;  at  least  not  of 
a  master  mind  exerted  on  this  subject.  His  system  looks 
only  to  the  operations  of  defensive  war;  not  to  the  opera- 
tions of  oifenstve  war  as  well  as  the  defensive.  And  as  to 
defensive  war,  his  system  looks  primarily  to  that  of  par- 
ticular cities,  and  not  primarily,  as  it  ought,  to  thaf  of 
the  whole  country;  in  which  case  that  of  the  particular 
cities  would  of  course  be  included.  Such  a  system  as 
this  for  this  country  must  be  essentially  defective;  far 
from  what  it  ought  to  be,  far  from  what  a  perfect  sys- 
tem would  be.  Surely  this  country  ought  to  possess 
herself  of  the  means  of  concentrating  at  will  the  whole 
force  of  her  naval  marine  at  some  commanding  point, 
and  of  thence  directing  at  will  that  force  in  all  its  ope- 
rations; and,  further,  she  ought  to  make  it  impossible 
for  the  enemy  to  deprive  her  of  these  means.  Though 
this  object  is  attainnble,  demonstrably  so,  yet  the  Secre- 
tary's scheme  aspires  to  nothing  of  the  kind;  on  the  con- 
trary,, he  would  leave  the  country  in  such  a  state  as 
would  give  to  the  enemy  an  opportunity  to  possess  her- 
self of  such  means,  and  to  turn  them  against  the  coun- 
try. Giving  credit  to  the  Secretary  for  talents,  as  I  do, 
1  repeat  that  I  think  he  must  have  taken  up  his  ideas  on' 
this  subject  hastily,  from  a  superficial  acquaintance  with 
naval  subjects,  contenting  himself  with  the  common 
sense  views  which  present  themselves  to  a  mind  not  en- 
lightened by  naval  science,  nor  improved,  nor  seeking 
to  be  improved,  by  the  lessons  of  professional  and  practi- 
cal wisdom-^ideas  which,  I  am  persuaded,  he  himself, 
on  better  information  and  further  reflection,  will  re- 
nounce as  unworthy  of  his  high  reputation. 

If  that  day  is  to  arrive  when  we  are  to  have  a  great  na« 
val  war,  to  assert  rights  or  redress  wrongs,  as  so  many 
predict,  and  which  is  but  too  probable,  from  the  con- 
flicting claims  and  unsettled  rights  of  nations  on  the 
ocean;  and  frcm  the  selfishness  of  arrogant  power,  ma- 
king itself  its  own  arbiter  of  contested  rights,  and  deci- 
ding, almost  invariably,  in  its  own  favor — it  is,  1  say,  but 
too  probable  that  we  are  to  have  such  a  war.  How 
soon,  we  must  leave  to  the  revelations  of  the  unknown 
future.  But,  admonished  by  recent  events,  when  an- 
other brand  added  to  the  fuel  might  have  kindled  into 
such  a  war,  it  would  be  fatuity  to  blind  ourselves  to  the 
danger  involved  in  the  future,  or  to  be  unprepared  for 
it  when  it  does  come.  In  the  event  of  such  a  war, 
when  the  question  is  probably  to  be  settled,  whether  we 
are  to  have  our  equal  share  of  the  equal  dominion  of  the 
ocean,  or  to  yield  its  supremacy  to  another  Power — who 
can  imagine  that  in  this  great  contest  the  enemy  will  con- 
tent himsc-lf  with  hovering  on  our  coasts  with  his  fleets,  and 
thence  making  his  predatory  incursions  on  our  shores' 
No;  he  would,  if  he  could,  plant  himself  on  our  coasts, 


in  some  position  where  he  could  have  a  secure  rendez- 
vous  for  his  fleet;  and  whence  he  could  command  our 
whole  commerce — strike  where  he  pleated  and  when  be 
he  pleased;  and  keep  our  whole  immense  extent  of 
seaboard  in  one  continual  turmoil  of  alarm.     Now  Rhode 
Island,  beyond  all  other  places,  would  be  exactly  tfass 
position,  and  he  would  bend  all  hit  efforts  to  possess 
himself  of  it,    and   to  intrench  himself  there.     From 
that  moment  we  should  carry  on  the  war  under  ever^* 
disadvantage.      He  would  compel  ua  to  multiply  our 
land  forces  so  enormously  as  to  make  the  burden  intoler* 
able;  or  to  leave  our  seaboard  a  prey  to  his  predatory  in- 
cursions.    In  one  campaigti  he  would  make  the  differ' 
ence  of  the  expense  of  the  war  to  us  more  than  ten- 
fold  the  cost  of  securing  that  Gibraltar  to  ourselves. 
With  its  possession,  and  secured  to  us  as  it  may  br,  we 
should  carry  on  the  war  with  every  advantage.     Wifh 
that  Gibraltar  in  our  hands,  our  fleets  would  do  more 
towards  the  protection  of  our  coast  and  our  commerce 
than  an  army  of  a  hundred  thousand  men,  however  ju- 
diciously  placed  on  our  seaboard.     All  the  European 
commerce  to  the  American  seas,  which,  on   its  return, 
must  pass  along  our  coast,  with   that  Gibraltar  in  car 
hands,  would  be  peculiarly  exposed  to  the  enterprises  of 
our  naval  marine.     There  and  thence  we  should  let  sl.p 
the  dogs  of  war,  almost  in  sight  of  the  congregated  and 
passing  game,  to  course  it  down  and  make  it  their  prey. 
With  that  Gibraltar  in  our  hands,  no  fleet  of  the  enerry 
could  live    long  upon  our  coast.      For,    at  times,  all 
fleets  must  find  a  refuge  somewhere  from  the  perils  cf 
the  ocean;  and  those  waters,  too,  as  before  remarked,  af- 
ford the  only  port  that  can  be  made  during  the  preva- 
lence of  certain  winds,  and  these  the  most  tempestuous 
and  the  most  disastrous  of  all  others  to  vesaelfl  on  our 
coast;  and,  to  crown  all,  those  waters  are  incapable  of 
being  blockaded.     All  the  fleets  in  the  world  coiild  not 
blockade  them.     Now,  what  would  it  cost  to  make  and 
secure  to  ourselves  the  possession  of  that   Gibraltar? 
About  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars.    The  honorable 
gentleman  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Bbhton]  sayathe  expense 
of  the  works  begun  there  has  already  exceeded  the  esti- 
mate, viz :  $750,000.  But  the  estimate  he  refers  to  was  the 
conjectural  estimate  made  without  data,  but  the  estimate 
made  upon  data^was $1,600,000;  and  there  is  every  prob- 
ability that  to  complete  these  works  will  not  exceed  that 
amount  of  expense,  $1,600,000!     Why,  it  is  but  a  drop 
to  the  ocean,  compared  to  the  power  it  would  give  us 
for  the  war  upon  the  enemy,  or  the  power  it  would 
give  the  enemy,  if  in  his  hands,  for  the   war  against 
ourselves. 

If  all  these  States  were  but  one  country,  with  but  one 
head,  looking  to  the  whole,  and  only  to  the  whole,  and 
that  head  intelligent  and  thoroughly  instructed  in  all  his 
faculties  and  means  of  maritime  power  and  defence,  I 
hesitate  not  to  say  he  would  not  lose  one  moment  in  ms- 
king  the  waters  of  Narragansett  bay  the  headquarters  of 
all  his  naval  preparations  and  operations.  Why,  then, 
has  this  great  national  concern  been  neglected  by  the 
nation  so  far  as  it  has  been  neglected?  From  the  com- 
bined influence  of  two  causes:  First,  because  the  great 
and  peculiar  natural  advantages  of  this  point  have  not 
been  fully  appreciated,  from  not  having  been  generally 
understood;  and,  secondly,  because  •sectional  interest  has 
prevailed  over  the  general  interest.  Points  of  minor  im- 
portance to  the  whole  country  have  carried  it  by  the 
force  of  this  sectional  interest  against  the  whole 
country.  This  should  not  be  so.  Why  should  the 
great  West,  for  instance,  and  especially  those  who 
have  a  common  interest  in  the  maritime  power  and  de- 
fences of  the  whole  country,  and  only  that  common  in- 
terest, throw  their  weight  into  the  scale  of  any  sectional 
interest  on  the  Atlantic  border,  Tn  opposition  to  the  gen- 
eral interest?     Why  should  they  injure  themselves  by 
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injuring  the  common  country,  to  benefitt  in  particulur, 
any  one  of  the  Atlantic  States.^  The  squabbles  of  the 
Atluntic  Stttcs  for  preference  in  naval  eatabliahments  and 
appropriations  are  nothing*  to  them;  and,  instead  of  be- 
in^  parties  to  them,  you  ought,  ye  men  of  the  West,  to 
act  as  umpires,  to  decide  between  the  contending  States, 
and  to  decide  always  and  only  in  reference  to  the  com- 
mon good. 

If  our  country  herself  would  speak  to  her  family  of 
States,  I  believe  she  would  say: 

"  Hushed  be  the  voice  of  every  State  pteadinpf  for  her- 
self and  her  separate  interest,  and  listen  to  mine.  My 
interest  is  your  interest,  collectively;  and,  whatever  you 
m»y  think  to  the  contrary,  your  interest  individually. 
My  great  danger  lies  in  the  East,  and  is  to  come  when 
it  does  come,  from  that  quarter  and  on  my  seaboard. 
1  he  ocean  is  to  be  my  battle-field;  the  navy  to  be  my 
strong  arm  to  fight  with  and  to  strike  down  the  enemy. 
Would  you  have  that  arm  crippled,  and  its  blows  cnfte- 
blfd?  Then  give  to  the  enemy  the  superiority,  by  giv- 
ing to  him  the  means  to  acquire  it.  Give  him,  by  your 
neglect,  an  opportunity  to  acquire  a  secure  station  for 
his  fleets  in  the  Narragansett  waters,  and  thus  a  bridle- 
hold  upon  the  country.  But  if  you  would  give  to  that 
arm  irresistible  strength;  if  you  would  clothe  it  with  the 
energy  of  the  thunders  whose  bolt  nothing  can  resist, 
and  whose  voice  quails  the  world,  you  will  make  those 
waters  the  headquarters  of  your  naval  preparations, 
you  will  make  that  a  Gibraltar,  and  will  make  it  your 
own  forever." 

Mr.  R.  concluded  by  submitting  to  the  Senate  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  Houie  of  Representaiives  of 
the  United  Stales  of  America  in  Conereaa  assembied.  That 
the  commissioners  of  the  navy  board  be,  and  are  hereby, 
amhorized  and  directed  to  report  to  the  next  session  of 
Congress  a  plan  for  a  navy  establishment  in  the  wa- 
ters of  Narragansett  bay,  Rhode  Island,  with  all  such 
works,  and  at  such  points,  as  are  proper  therefor,  to 
make  it  one  of  the  principal  naval  establishments  of  the 
t'nited  States;  and  also  to  report  an  estimate  of  the  ex- 
pense thereof. 

[The  resolution  came  up  for  consideration  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  and  was  agreed  to.] 

PUBLIC  DBPOSITES. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  regulate  the  deposites  of  the 
pMhIic  money,  Sec,  was  read  a  third  time;  and  the  question 
being  on  its  pass'^ge, 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  his  connexion  with  the  subject 
^''nerally,  and  with  the  bill  under  consideration  more 
especially,  had  compelled  hini  to  take  a  more  active 
part  in  the  discussion  than  had  been  pleasant  to  him,  or 
agreeable  to  the  Senate;  that  he  had  refrained  from  any 
interference  with  this  important  matter  until  any  further 
movement  upon  it  had  been  expressly  abandoned  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhouk,] 
who  had  first,  and  upon  one  of  the  first  days  of  the  ses- 
sion, introduced  a  bill  to  regulate  the  deposites  in  the 
banks;  that,  after  that  abandonment,  he  had  called  up 
the  bill,  and  proposed  a  substitute;  that  he  had  connected 
With  that  substitute  propositions  for  the  temporary  in- 
vestment of  any  surplus,  beyond  the  probable  wants  of 
the  Treasury,  which  should  be  found  in  the  banks  at 
the  commencement  of  each  quarter  of  each  year;  that, 
subsequently  to  the  offer  of  these  propositions,  he  had 
concluded  that  the  terms  of  investment  were  not  suffi- 
ciently restricted,  and  he  had  modified  his  provisions  so 
as  to  allow  investments  in  tlie  stocks  issued  by  the  States 
only,  and  not  in  any  other  description  of  stocks  whatso- 
ever; that,  subsequently  to  this  time,  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Calbour]  had  seemed  to  resume 
his  interest  in  his  original  bill,  and  had  offered  modifica- 
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tions  of  a  character  calculated  and  intended  to  distribute 
among  the  several  States,  in  a  proportion  regulated  by 
their  respective  representations,  not  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, but  in  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa-^ 
tives  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  all  the  mo-' 
neys  which  might  remain  in  the  Treasury  upon  a  given 
day  beyond  a  sum  to  be  fixed  as  the  amount  in  the 
Treasury  for  that  day. 

Subsequently  to  that  time,  various  propositions  were 
laid  before  the  Senate,  by  different  members  of  the 
body,  some  of  them  containing  new  provisions,  and  oth*  ■ 
ers  amendments  of  those  which  had  been  previously  sub- 
mitted. The  question  was  one  of  the  first  importance 
to  the  public  and  to  the  Treasury,  as  well  as  to  the  gen- 
eral interests  of  the  whole  community.  The  currency 
of  the  country,  .the  accommodations  from  the  local  banks, 
and  consequently  the  prasperity  of  the  commercial  inter- 
ests, were  directly  involved  in  our  action. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  discussion  upon  the 
great  question  of  a  regulation  of  the  deposites  of  the 
public  money  by  law  commenced.  At  the  opening  of 
that  discussion  (Mr.  W.  said)  he  had  given  his  general 
views  upon  the  whole  subject.  His  subsequent  duties 
in  the  Senate,  and  as  a  member  of  one  of  its  important 
committees,  together  with  the  accumulated  duties  de- 
volved upon  him,  connected  with  this  bill,  had  prevent- 
ed him  from  being  yet  able  to  present  those  views  to  the 
public;  but  he  was  now  conscious  that  relief  was  at  hand, 
and  he  should  soon  find  it  in  his  power  to  discharge  that 
labor.  Upon  the  views  then  expressed  by  him,  he  should 
rest  himself  fur  his  general  justification  in  the  course  he 
had  taken. 

It  had  been  found,  however,  that  a  great  diversity  of 
opinion  prevailed  in  the  Senate  as  to  the  details  of  any 
bdl,  and  that  a  recommittal  would  be  indispensable,  to  so 
far  incorporate  the  various  propositions  that  the  whole 
body  could  act  upon  them  with  any  facility.  After  two 
days'  discussion,  that  course  had  been  suggested  by  him- 
self, and  concurred  in  upon  all  sides  of  the  Senate.  A 
select  committee  was  therefore  appointetl,  and  the  bill 
and  all  the  amendments  were  referred  to  it,  and  the  Sen- 
ate had  done  him  the  distinguished  honor,  upon  an  elec- 
tion by  ballot,  to  place  his  name  at  the  head  of  the  com- 
mittee as  its  chairman.  The  standing  and  character  and 
talents  of  the  mepbers  of  that  committee  had  caused 
him  to  doubt,  at  every  step,  the  soundness  of  bis  views 
and  the  propriety  of  his  course,  and  the  more  especially 
so,  as,  upon  every  question  of  difference  of  opinion  in 
the  committee,  he  had  found  himself  in  the  minority, 
and,  upon  some  of  the  most  important  questions  of  differ- 
ence, m  a  small  minority. 

He  was  most  happy,  however,  to  be  able  to  say,  that 
everv  question  had  been  decided  without  passion  or  per- 
sonal feeling,  and  that,  so  far  as  hecould  judge,  all 
were  disposed  to  frame  a  bill  which  would  meet  the  ap- 
probation of  the  Senate. 

A  single  question  had  excited  peculiar  interest  with 
him.  He  had  been  most  anxious  to  agree  upon  a  bill  to 
regulate  the  deposites  of  the  public  money  in  the  banks; 
and  when  he  found  that  no  proposition  for  the  disposition 
of  any  surplus,  if  surplus  there  should  be,  to  which  he 
could  give  his  assent,  could  command  the  support  of  the 
majority  of|the  committee,  be  hadurffed  the  separation  of 
the  two  subjects,  and  the  report  m  two  separate  bills; 
the  one  to  regulate  the  deposites  in  the  banks,  and  the 
other  to  provide  for  a  more  permanent  disposition  of  the 
surplus.  In  this  he  wss  unsuccessful,  as  the  majority  of 
the  committee  preferred  that  the  two  subjects  should 
be  connected  in  the  same  bill. 

Since  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  Senate,  he 
had  made  every  proper  effort  in  his  power  to  produce 
that  separation,  and  he  could  not  but  congratulate  him. 
self  upon  the  fact  that  his  ^rai  effort  was  successful;  that 
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the  first  vote  of  the  Senate  sustained  the  propriety  of  his 
views,  and  directed  the  separation  of  the  two  subjects 
(which  he  must  say  he  considered  in  their  nature  and 
character  entirely  separate,)  and  the  report  of  independ- 
ent bills  for  each. 

A  reconsideration,  however,  had  been  proposed,  and, 
after  a  night's  deliberation,  it  was  carried.  The  motion  to 
recommit  was  then  lost;  and  the  determination  of  the 
Senate  thus  expressed  that  the  two  subjects  should  be 
coupled  in  the  same  bill,  and  should  stand  or  fall  togeth- 
er. From  that  time  (Mr.  W.  said)  he  had  felt  himsejf 
relieved  from  all  responsibility  as  to  a  deposite  bill  prop- 
er. He  had  found  that  no  such  bill  could  be  passed  in 
the  Senate,  without  incorporating  with  it  a  perfectly 
separate  and  most  important  provision  fur  giving  the 
moneys  in  the  Treasury  to  tbe  States,  under  the  name 
of  a  deposite.  Such  a  provision  contained  principles 
to  which  he  could  not,  for  any  consideration,  give  his 
assent;  and  af\er  that  vote,  therefore,  the  bill  to  him  had 
lost  its  value. 

He  had  been  still  disposed,  however,  to  adhere  (o  it, 
and  to  make  further  trial  to  so  modify  its  provisions  as 
to  enable  him  to  give  it  his  support.  With  this  view  he 
had  again  oHered  his  pM>positions,  which  directed  an  in- 
vestment of  the  surplus  in  the  Treasury  in  State  stocks, 
bearing  an  interest,  and  transferable  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  holder,  with  authority  in  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  transFer  them,  when  the  wants  of  the  Treasury 
should  require  money  for  the  stocks.  As  against  a  propo- 
sition to  loan  the  money  to  the  States  without  interest, 
this  proposition  had  met  with  little  favor.  He  believed 
it  had  received  but  four  votes  in  a  full  Senate.  The 
reasons  for  a  different  disposition  had  appeared  to  him 
to  be,  that  the  money  was  the  property  of  the  people 
of  the  States,  and,  if  not  wanted  fur  the  uses  of  this 
Government,  ought  to  be  given  to  them  without  inter- 
est, instead  of  being  invested  upon  interest.  He  was 
willing  to  admit  that  some  force  attached  to  this  argu- 
ment; but  his  mind  bad  embraced  the  argument  as  re- 
lating to,  and  growing  out  of,  the  representative  rights 
of  the  people  of  the  States,  and  as  referrible  to  their  tax- 
able liabilities.  IT  the  money  belonged  to  the  people 
of  the  States,  and  they  had  the  right  to  use  it  without 
interest,  it  was  because  it  had  been  accumulated  by  tax- 
ations upon  them,  as  drawn  from  a  common  fund,  in 
which  they  possessed  a  common  interest.  This  he  believ- 
ed was  the  position  assumed  by  the  friends  of  the  bill. 

Woukl  any  member  of  the  body,  then,  blame  him  for 
the  surprise  he  had  experienced  when  he  found  a  prin- 
ciple of  distribution  incorporated  in  the  bill  entirely  at 
variance  with  the  rights  of  the  people  of  the  States,  as 
resulting  from  the  rate  of  representation  or  taxation 
established  by  our  common  constitution  of  government, 
when  he  found  this  body  made  an  element  in  the  rule  of 
distribution  of  that  money  which  had  been  drawn  from 
the  people  of  the  States,  to  be  returned  to  them,  as  the 
pretence  was,  because  it  was  not  wanted  for  the  purpo- 
ses of  this  Government?  What  was  the  rule  of  repre- 
sentation of  the  States  here?  A  perfect  equality.  What 
was  the  representatiop  of  the  people  of  the  States,  and 
tiie  liabilities  for  taxation,  in  the  other  branch  of  this 
Legislature?  There  were  sixteen  States  which  would 
gain  by  the  rule  of  distribution  in  the  bill,  which  six- 
teen States  were  represented  in  the  popular  branch  of 
Congress  by  eighty-one  members;  while  there  were 
eight  States  which  would  lose  by  the  incorporation  of 
the  Senate  as  an  element  in  the  rule  of  distribution; 
which  eight  States  were  represented  in  the  same  branch 
of  Congress  by  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  members. 
The  constitutional  rules  of  taxation  and  representation 
were  the  same;  were  both  based  upon  the  federal  mem- 
bers; and  in  neither  was  the  representation  in  the  Sen- 
ate an  clement. 


Would  it  be  said  that  this  was  not  a  proposed  distr- 
bution  of  this  money  to  the  people  of  the  States,  but  i 
mere  investment  of  it?  Why  then  any  reference  to  the 
representation  of  the  States  in  either  branch  of  Con- 
gress? And  much  more  emphatically,  why  this  refer- 
ence to  both,  while  a  simple  investment  in  secuntle^  cf 
the  same  character,  without  reference  to  the  principle 
of  distribution,  receives  but  four  votes  in  the  whole  bod} ' 
Surely  no  one  will  have  the  hardihood  to  say.  in  answer  'o 
these  inquiries,  that  the  disposition  intended  is  not  a  dis- 
tribution to  the  States  according  toa  rule  which  is  intend- 
ed to  be  defended  as  just  and  equal.  In  this  htitse, 
could  the  rule  of  distribution  be  defended  asju&t,  u 
equal,  as  constitutional?  He  would  leave  the  answers  tn 
these  questions  to  those  who  supported  the  bill  «i!b 
this  provision  contained  in  it.  For  himself,  he  was  res'k 
and  willing  to  say  that,  in  his  judgment,  if  a  power  exist- 
ed to  return  the  money  to  the  people  at  all,  the  excrc<se 
of  that  power  must  follow  the  rule  which  raised  the  n-o- 
ney  from  the  people  by  taxation,  or  from  th&t  fund  «-hic^ 
they  held  in  conTmon,  and  in  the  same  proportions  wh.cb 
govern  their  liability  to  taxation. 

Having  thus  explained  himself  as  to  the  provisions  ard 
progress  of  tbe  bill,  he  was  content  to  re^it  upon  the 
record  of  the  proceedings  upon  the  bill,  which  the  jour- 
nal of  the  Senate  would  show.  If,  in  resisting  this  divi- 
sion of  the  moneys  of  the  nation,  he  had  misrepresenttd 
his  immediate  constituents,  he  desired  that  they  stiouid 
know  the  fact,  and  especially  at  this  time,  when  it  wotild 
so  soon  be  in  their  power,  without  his  consent,  to  tii! 
the  place  he  occupied  with  a  better  man.  If,  in  refu- 
sing to  yield  to  a  rule  of  distribution  which  does  thera 
great  injustice,  he  had  been  less  liberal  of  their  strict 
rights  than  they  would  wish  him  to  be,  he  was  equ«llj 
anxious  that  they  should  be  advised  of  his  action,  and 
thus  have  it  in  their  power  to  redress  themselves  if  tbe/ 
have  been  aggrieved. 

Mr.  W.  said  there  was  yet  a  question  which  he  b^ 
not  considered,  but  which  must  claim  his  principal  »!• 
tention.  He  had  hitherto  spoken  of  the  progress  of  this 
bill,  and  of  the  rule  of  distribution  adopted  by  it.  He 
had  not  spoken,  nor  did  he  intend  even  yet  to  speak,  of 
the  constitutional  power  of  Congress  to  use  its  Isxing 
power  to  collect  money  from  the  people  of  the  States, 
not  to  give  back  to  the  people  who  pay  the  taxes  bu'. 
to  place  in  the  treasuries  of  the  States  without  interest. 
This  was  a  great  question,  which  he  hoped  the  pecp^e 
of  the  States  would  decide  without  argument  from  \\\m, 
and  to  their  decision  he  would  most  cheerfully  submi'.. 
He  was  aware  he  might  be  answered  that  Congress 
could  not  use  its  taxing  power  under  the  constitution  to 
raise  moneys  fur  distribution  to  the  Slates,  and  that  the 
fact  that  the  money  was  in  the  Treasury  had  raised  a 
necessity  from  which  this  power  of  dibtribution  wai  as- 
sumed. When  those  who  should  use  the  argument 
would  show  him  how  it  was  to  be  ascertained  that  the 
money  now  in  the  Treasury  was  not  raised  for  distribu- 
tion, and  how  it  was  hereafter  to  be  show^n  tliat  any  mo- 
ney in  the  Treasury  was  not  raised  for  distribution,  he 
would  enter  upon  a  further  argument  of  the  points;  until 
then  he  would  content  himself  with  saying  that  Congrtss 
could  possess  no  greater  and  no  less  powers  for  raising 
revenue  than  it  had  possessed  from  the  adoption  uf  the 
constitution  to  the  present  time,  unless  the  provisions  of 
that  instrument,  upon  that  subject,  should  be  contracted 
or  enlarged.  I'he  question  to  which  he  referred,  and 
to  tlte  examination  of  which  he  asked  the  candid  and 
unprejudiced  attention  of  the  Senate,  was,  how  much 
money  would  remain  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary next,  which  could  properly  be  termed  "surplus'* 
not  required  to  answer  the  wants  of  this  Govemment, 
and,  ttierefore,  to  be  given  away  to  the  States?  He  had 
taken  some  pains  to  inform  himself  upon  this  point,  and 
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the  bpst  information  be  could  obtaiil  should  be  given  to 
the  Senate.  • 

By  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made 
to  the  Senate  on  the  6th  day  of  June  instant,  the  amount 
of  money  in  the  Treasury  on  that  day,  subject  to  draft, 
wns  $33,563,654;  and  in  consequence  of  the  late  passage 
of  ihe  appropriation  bills,  and  the  rapid  payments  from  the 
Treasury  under  them,  that  amount,  over  and  above  the 
current  receipts,  is  now  reduced  to  less  than  $33,000,000. 

For  the  present  (Mr.  W.  said)  he  would  examine  the 
charpres  now  existing,  and  likely  to  be  made,  upon  this 
sum;  and  what  were  they? 

1.  Balance  of  outstanding  appropriations  of 

the  last  year.  -  -  •  -$5,170,000 

2.  Permanent  appropriations  chargeable  up- 
on 1836,  viz: 

Pensions  under  the  act  of  7th  June, 

1832,  about     -  -  -  1,300,000 

Pensions  to  revolutionary  officers, 
per  act  of  15th  May,  1828,  about   160,000 

Virginia  claims,  per  act  of  5th  July, 

1^3,  about     -  .  .        52,000 

Gradual  improvement  of  the  navy,     500,000 

Arming  and  equipping  the  militia,     200,000 

Civilization  of  the  Indians,  -  *    10,000 

Unclaimed  dividends  and  interest 
of  debt,  -  -  -      50,000 

f  jbrary  of  Congress,        -  -        1,000 

Three  per  cent,  to  new  States  from 
sales  of  lands,     -  -  500,000 

Proportion  of  French  indemnity 
payable  by  the  United  States,  be- 
ing part  of  the  amount  to  be  paid 
by  us  by  the. treaty,         -  -    225,000 

2,998,000 

^.  appropriations  already  made  at 
the  present  session  of  Congress, 

Navy  bill,  about  -  -  $6,276,312 

Civil  list,  ....  2,767,981 
Supplement  to  civil  list,  about  -  71,770 
Amy  bill,  -  -  .  4»010,485 

Seminole  war,     -  -  -  2,120,000 

IVistrict  of  Columbia  debt,  -    1,570,000 

Pensions,  ...       455,454 

Payment    of    members    of  Con- 
gress, &c.         -  •  -      843,880 
Volunteer  army  bill,         -  -      300,000 
Creek  wai*,          -            -            -      500,000 
Concurrent  resolutions  as  to  claims 
of  States  against  the   General 
Government,  say          -            -      200,000 
Private  bills  and  miscellaneous  ap- 
propriations already  made,  not 
less  than          -            -            -      100,000 

19,215,882 

We,  then,  (Mr.  W.  said,)  had  certainty  so  far;  and  how 
did  the  account  standi  The  money  in  the  Treasury  at 
^f  last  accounts,  on  the  6th  day  of  June  instant,  was^ 

$33,563,654 
There  were  then  appropriations  charged 
"pon  it  as  follows: 
Q^^tManding     appropriations    of 
^^5,  -  .  -$5,170,000 

Permanent  appropriations  for  the 

service  of  1836,  -  -    2,998,000 

Appropriations  already  made  du- 
*''"g  the  present  session  of  Con- 
K'^ess,  towards  the  service  of 
1836,  .  .  -  19,215,882 

27,383.882 

Thus  leaving  a  balance  in  the  Treasury,  unap- 


propriated on  the  6th  day  of  the  present 
month,  amounting  to  -  • 

Since  that  time  the  Indian  annuity  bill  has 
passed,  and  become  a  law,  and,  including 
the  sums  for  the  removal  of  Indians,  ap- 
propriates about      .  .  .  - 

Which,  taken  from  the  above  balance  in  the 
Treasury,  will  leave 


-  6,179,772 


1,800,000 


$4,379,772 


Mr.  W,  said  he  would  now  inquire,  as  briefly  as  was 
possible,  what  further  appropriations  remained  to  be 
made  for  the  present  year,  and  which  he  thought  all 
w6uld  admit  must  be  made.  And  here  the  first  subject 
which  had  demanded  his  notice  was  the  Indian  treaties 
which  have  been  ratified  by  the  Senate  during  its  pres- 
ent session.  He  would  enumerate  but  two,  the  trea- 
ty with  the  Cherolcees  and  with  the  Chippewas  and  Otta- 
was.  These  treaties  required  appropriations,  at  the 
least,  to  the  following  extents: 

The  Cherokee  treaty  to  the  amount  of       -  $5,600,000 
The  Chippewa  and   Ottawa  treaty  to  the 

amount  of  .  ,  •  .    1,500,000 

The  fortiflcations  had  occupied  much  o(  the 
attention  of  the  present  Congress,  but,  as 
yet,  nothing  had  been  appropriated  towards 
them.  The  Senate  had  sent  a  bill  to  the 
House,  -providing  for  the  purchase  of 
site;?,  and  the  commencement  of  new 
works,  and  appropriating  for  that  object 
.   about         -  .  •  -  -    1,100,000 

A  bill  was  pending  before  the  House  to  pro- 
vide for  continuing  the  work  upon  the  ex- 
isting fortiflcations,  and  proposing  to  ap- 
propriate for  that  object  about    *  -    2,260,000 
A  bill  for  the  continuation  of  the  Cumberland 
road  had  been  sent  from  the  Senate  to  the 
House,  proposing  appropriations  fur  that 
object  to  the  amount  of    -            -            -       600,000 
Bills  were  before  the  two  Houses,  and  most  of 
them  had  passed  the  one  House  or  the 
other,  for  the  improvement  of  roads  in  the 
1*erritoriea,  amounting  to  about    -  -       150,000 
A  bill  had  come  from  the  House  to  the  Sen- 
ate to  provide  for  constructing  a  frontier 
road  along  the  western   frontier  of  the 
United  States,  and  appropriating  for  that 
object        .....       100,000 
Two  bills  which  usually  met  the  favorable 
action  of  Congress  at  every  session,  and 
more  especially  at  the  long  session,  the  one 
for  the  improvement  of  harbors  and  rivers, 
and  the  other  for  the  erection  of  light- 
houses, lightboats,  beacons,  buoys,  &c.,  are 
before  the  House,  proposing  to  appropri- 
ate for  these  objects         •            -            -    1,500,000 
Provision  has  been  made  annually,  and  it  is 
presumed  will  be  made  this  year,  for  the 
compensation    of  custom-house    officers, 
which  calls  for  an  expenditure  of  about  -       200,000 
A  bill  is  now  before  the  House  to  provide  for 
the  increased  expenditures  at  the  mints, 
and  proposes  to  appropriate          -            -         50,000 
Further  appropriations  must  be  made  for  the 
Seminole  and  Creek  wars,  and  the  least 
sum  estimated  to  be  necessary  is    -            -    3,000,000 
The  estimated  amount  of  appropriations  by 
private  and  local    bills  not   enumerated 
above,  and  beyond  the  $100,000  included 
in  the  first  statement,  is    -            -            .    1,450,000 


This  presents  an  aggregate  of  appropriations 
to   be  made,  all  of  which  are  supposed 
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to  be  to  some  extent  necesnry,  and  even 
indispenaable  to  the  piibltc  interests,  equti 
to  .....  17,500,000 

Take  from  this  amount  the  above  balance  in 
the  Treasury,  af^er  deducting  the  out- 
standing' appropriations,  to  wit,    -  .   4,379,772 


And  there  will  remain,  to  be  charged  upon 
the  moneys  to  be  received  into  the  lYeas- 
ury  aHer  the  6th  day  of  June  instant,  the 


sum  of 


$13,120,228 


There  was  another  class  of  appropriations  of  a  public 
character,  which  he  thought  ought  to  pass,  and  he  hoped 
might  pass  before  the  adjournment  of  Congp*ess.  One  of 
these  measures  was  the  filling  up  of  the  ranks  of  the  ar- 
my, and  which,  if  successful,  he  supposed  would  incur  an 
annual  expenditure  of  at  least  -  -  $1,000,000 

Several  bills  were  before  Congress  for  the 
erection  of  new  custom-houses,  some  of 
which,  and  especially  one  at  New  Or- 
leans, and  at  one  or  two  other  points,  he 
hoped  would  pass,  and  they  would  appro- 
priate about  -  -  .  .  300,000 
Bills  were  before  Congress,  and  surely  ought 
to  pass,  for  rebuilding  (he  Treasury  build- 
ings, and  there  was  asked  for  that  object, 
for  the  present  year,  -  -'  "  -  250,000 
A  bill  was  also  now  before  the  Senate  recom- 
mending the  erection  of  a  fire-proof  build- 
ing for  the  Patent  Office,  and  proposing  to 
appropriate  for  (hat  object  something  more 
than  .....  100,000 
Several  bills  were  before  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress,  to  provide  for  the  erection  of 
new  marine  hospitals,  and  he  supposed 
some  of  them  would  meet  our  favorable  ac- 
tion. He  had  estimated  that  the  appro- 
priations for  these  objects  would  be  50,000 
Bills  were  before  Congress  to  remit  the  du- 
ties upon  goods  destroyed  by  fire  in  the 
original  packages,  many  of  which  he 
thought  ought  to  pass,  and  would  appro- 
priate, if  they  did  pass,  at  the  least,  -  1,100,000 
A  bill  is  now  before  Congress  proposing  to 
advance  the  unpaid  indemnities  under  (he 
treaties  with  France  and  Naples.  This 
bill  would  be  eminently  calcukted,  to  its 
extent,  to  relieve  the  present  mercantile 
pressure,  and  ought  to  pass.  It  would  ap- 
propriate about  ....  4,000,000 
A  bill  has  passed  the  Senate,  and  been  sent 
to  the  House,  to  purchase' the  remaining 
stock  held  by  private  stockholders  in  the 
Louisville  and  Portland  Cansil  Company, 
and  appropriating  for  that  object             -      750,000 

Here,  then,  is  a  further  amount,  unprovided 
for,  except  by  future  receipts    into  the 


Treasury,  of 
Add  to  this  the  balance  unprovided  for  ex- 
cept by  future  receipts  into  the  Treasury, 
as  shown  by  the  result  of  the  last  prece- 

•  V  I  S      ^  * 


7.550,000 


ding  calculation. 


-13,120,228 


And  we  have  an  amount  of   existing  and 
probable  appropriations,  beyond  any  means 


now  in  the  Treasury,  equal  to 


-$20,670,228 


Mr.  W.  said  he  did  not  say  that  these  appropriations 
would  all  be  made.  He  did  not  believe  they  would  all 
be  made;  but  he  had  intended  to  select,  with  care  and 
caution,  such    only    as    were  presented  to  Congress 


with  strong  claimst  of  many  of  them  be  could  ayvith 
claims  which  seemed  to  him  almost,^  if  not  al(og«il)- 
er,  irresistible.  He  would  then  ask  gentlemen  vU 
disputed  his  conclusions  to  point  out  the  important  bills 
he  had  enumerated,  which  would  not  and  ought  not  to 
pass.  He  had  given  particular  reference  to  the  nets* 
ures,  and  he  hoped  they  would  put  their  finger  upu) 
those  which  they  would  oppose. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  the  Senator  had  made  use  ofiW 
best  of  all  possible  arguments  for  preserving  t)iesurpki<. 
No  Senator  bad  estimated  tbe  whole  surplus  at  tlieeeJ 
of  the  year,  including  the  $7,000,000  in  tbe  Ufiitcd 
States  Hank,  and  exclusive  of  the  year's  expendilurrs 
at  less  than  $66,000,000.  Tbe  Senator  from  New  York 
had  earnestly  endeavored  to  prove  that  the  expenditurn 
of  this  year  of  this  administration  would  amount  (o  tf  is 
$66,000,000.  Mr.  C  made  a  solemn  appaal  to  Sen^ 
tors,  whether  they  were  prepared  to  rise  so  soon  fff«ffl 
an  annual  Government  expenditure  of  $12,000,0(^, 
then  deemed  prodigal,  to  the  enormous  sum  of  |66,00>'.- 
000,  and  that  in  a  time  of  profound  peace.  There 
could  possibly  be  no  stronger  argument  in  favor  of 
taking  care  of  the  surplus.  Mr.  C.  made  a  comparison 
between  the  State  stock  and  State  deposite  project 
and  drew  the  obvious  deductions  in  faTor  of  the  hUCi 
expressing  his  satisfaction  at  the  great  unanimity  of  \\* 
Senate  on  the  subject;  and  his  belief  that  but  far 
the  opposition  from  tbe  Senator  from  New  York  tfaeT&t^ 
would  have  been  unanimous. 

Mr.  WALKBR  followed  Mr.  Cxuiouir. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  had  risen  for  the  purpose 
of  stating,  as  briefly  as  he  could,  some  of  tbe  re&»r>< 
which  had  induced  him  to  vote  for  the  engrossroeBt  o' 
this  bill,  and  which  should  govern  bis  vote  upon  ><« 
final  passage.  He  wished  to  plaee  them  distinct!}'  be- 
fore his  constituents,  so  that  they  might  decide  upon  the 
propriety  of  his  conduct.  He  should  have  given  a  sile'jj 
vole  upon  thequlstion;  but  the  unexpected  debate  vbiw 
had  arisen  to^ay  upon  the  final  passage  of  the  biU 
rendered  some  explanation,  upon  his  part,  necessary. 

What,  sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  the  true  nature  of  this  qii«^ 
tion,  in  the  form  in  which  it  now  presents  it»elf  to  iw 
Senate?  To  state  it  correctly  is  at  once  to  answers 
the  arguments  which  have  been  urged  against  (he  bill. 
If  we  were  to  infer  what  the  question  was  from  ib^ 
remarks  of  my  friend  from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Walkkii,j 
we  might  be  induced  to  believe  that  this  bill  proposes  & 
donation,  not  only  of  the  present,  but  of  every  hm 
surplus  in  the  Treasury,  to  the  several  States:  to  use  hts 
own  language,  that  we  are  now  about  dividing  the  spoils 
among  the  people.  Can  any  thing  be  more  rtmtA^ 
from  a  correct  statement  of  the  case?  This  bill  pro- 
vides merely  for  a  deposite  of  the  public  money  vii" 
the  States;  not  for  a  donation  of  it  to  them.  In  its  terms 
and  in  its  spirit.  It  proposes  nothing  more  than  to  in»J^ 
the  State  treasuries  the  depositories  of  a  porttoo  ot  w 
public  money,  instead  of  the  deposite  banks.  Ir  m 
States  should  derive  incidental  advanUges  from  the  uk 
of  this  money,  without  interest,  tbe  deposite  banks  MW 
heretofore  used  it,  and,  under  the  provisions  o^  »*"'Jr 
will  continue  to  use  it,  upon  the  very  same  terms,  to»» 
extwit  of  one  fourth  of  their  capites-  Surely  »®r^"* "^ 
upon  Ihis  floor  can  complain  of  the  benefits  »hicft  n«7 
be  conferred  upon  the  States  by  the  adoption  ol 
measure.  ^  ^^ 

In  discussing  this  subject  I  ahall  imitate  tbs  **J"^^ 
of  my  friend  from  New  York,  [Mr.  WaitfBT,]  sW  P'^f 
sent  to  the  Senate  a  concise  history  of  the  V^^^^^f 
that  portion  of  the  bill  which  relates  to  the  d<?P^/;^j 
the  public   money  with  the  States.     Its  ft*?"'*'^  ^j, 
been  very  much  changed,  and,  in  my  opinion»  ^ 
been  greatly  improved,  since  the  Senator  fw*"  *    • 
Carolina  [Mr.  CAtBovir]  presented  his  origin"  9^^ 
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tion.  That  g^entlemftn  had  proposed  to  deposite  the 
annual  accruing  surplus  in  the  Treasury^  until  the  year 
1842,  with  the  several  States,  without  makinjj^  any  pro- 
vision that  they  sliould  issue  certificates  For  these  de- 
po&ites,  to  be  placed  in  the  bands  oF  the  Secretary  of 
U»e  Treasury.  Before  this  money  nr  any  portion  of  it 
cotild  be  recalled,  his  amendment  required  that  a  special 
»ct  or  Conf^resa  should  be  passed  for  that  purpose;  and 
that  six  months  notice  must  be  given  to  the  States  pri^ 
to  ih^aiient  of  any  instalment.  This  would  have 
been|||^H|||^  a  aystem  to  distribute  the  surplus  revenue 
n\  the^mastir^  among  the  States  for  a  period  of  six 
yc'ars.  I  need  not  agfain  stale  my  ubjectiona  to  this  prop- 
osition, having  urged  them  at  some  length  upon  a 
former  occasion,  before  the  appointment  of  the  select 
committee.  It  is  sufficient  now  to  say,  that  to  my  own 
mind  they  were  conclusive. 

Nest  came  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
stchuietts,  [Mr.  Webstbb.]  In  one  important  particular 
it  bud  removed  the  objections  to  which  tliat  of  llie  Sena- 
or  from  South  Carolina  was  exposed.  It  proposed  but 
a  sitigle  operation,  and  was  confined  to  the  money  which 
might  be  in  the  Treasury  at  the  end  of  the  present  year. 
Under  it,  however,  the  States  were  not  required  to 
issue  certificates  of  deposite,  nor  could  the  money  de- 
posited with  them  be  applied  by  the  Secretaiy  of  the 
Treasury  to  the  payment  of  our  current  appropriations, 
without  a  previfHis  act  of  Congress  for  that  purpose.  In 
these  particulars  it  was  essentially  the  same  with  the 
proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Soutli  Carolina.  Those 
/eatures  were  still  wanting  which  could  alone  fairly  give 
to  the  transaction  the  character  of  a  deposite..  The 
sums  thus  deposKed  could  not  have  been  used  as  ready 
money,  always  at  hand,  whenever  they  might  be  required 
by  the  wants  of  the  Treasury.  Without  some  provision 
to  remove  this  objection,  1  could  not  have  voted  even 
for  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
aUhough  in  one  respect  it  received  my  cordial  approba- 
tion. The  orerflowing  condition  of  the  Treasury  presents 
»n  extraordinary  spectacle,  not  only  in  our  own  history, 
out  in  that  of  all  other  countries.  The  present  bill  is  the 
medicine,  and  ought  not  to  be  converted  into  the  daily 
bread,  of  the  constitution.  It  ought  to  be  confined,  as 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  MassachusetU  had 
proposed,  to  the  existing  evil,  and  ought  nut  to  extend 
U)  future  years.  It  was  one  of  those  cases  in  which 
tuturiiy  ought  to  be  left  to  provide  for  itself. 

In  this  state  of  the  question  the  whole  subject  was  re- 
ferred to  ihe  select  committee.  They  had  advanced 
one  step  further  towards  making  the  bill  purely  one  of 
deposite.  After  deciding  against  the  system  of  continu- 
ing to  depowte  the  surplus  with  the  States  until  the  year 
1842,  and  in  favor  of  restricting  it  to  the  money  in  the 
Treasury  at  the  conclusion  of  the  present  year,  they  re- 
ported to  the  Senate  a  provision  requiring  the  States 
wluch  might  receive  the  money  to  issue  certificates  of 
deposite,  tu  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
I  reasury.  A  previous  act  of  Congress  however,  still  re- 
ntamed  necessary  before  these  certificates  could  be  used. 
As  a  member  of  the  select  committee,  1  endeavored  to 
<>bviate  this  objection.  Before  that  committee  1  made 
an  unsoccesBfu!  motion  of  a  character  aimilar  to  that 
>^nich  baa  been  since  adopted  by  the  Senate,  on  the  mo- 
t«on  of  my  friend  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Tallmadob.] 
A  necessity  no  longer  exists  for  a  special  act  of  Congress, 
before  these  certificates  of  deposite  can  be  used  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Tressury  for  the  purpose  of  discharging 
the  appropriationa  made  by  Congress. 

What,  then,  (said  Mr.  B,)  is  the  true  nature  of  the 
|j|easure  now  before  the  Senate?  It  is  a  depoaite  with 
^he  States  in  form,  and  a  deposite  in  effect.  It  is  no 
<l>stribution^no  gif^  of  the  public  money.  The  bill  re- 
9**ires  the  States  receiving  the  money  to  deUver  to  the 


Secretary  of  the  Treasury  certificates  of  deposite  for  such 
amounts,  and  in  such  form  as  he  may  prescribe,  payable 
to  the  United  States  or  their  assigns;  and,  without  any 
direction  from  Congress,  he  is  authorized  to  sell  and 
assign  these  certificates,  ratably,  in  proportion  to  the 
sums  received,  and  thus  convert  them  into  money  when- 
ever it  shall  become  neces<iary  for  the  payment  of  any  of 
the  appropriations  made  by  Congress.  These  certificates, 
which,  after  their  assignment,  will  bear  an  interest  of 
five  per  cent,  per  annum,  are  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
so  much  money  in  the  Treasury.  They  are  as  good; 
nay,  they  are  far  better,  because  they  are  much  more 
secure,  than  the  best  bank  notes  in  the  country.  Within 
the  period  of  a  single  day,  they  will  always  command 
gold  and  silver,  if  that  be  required,  in  any  of  our  large 
commercial  cities.  Do  not  assignable  certificates  of  de- 
posite in  solvent  banks  circulate  from  hand  to  hand  as 
money  throughout  the  commercial  world?  And  when 
the  faith  of  the  sovereign  States  of  this  Union  is  solemnly 
pledged  upon  their  very  face  for  the  redemption  of 
these  certificates,  are  we  atill  to  be  told  that  this  is  a 
mere  donation  of  the  public  money  to  these  States?  Un- 
der this  bill  Congress  may  still  proceed  to  make  appro- 
priations precisely  as  they  would  have  dune  had  it  never 
passed,  with  a  perfect  assurance  that  they  will  be  satis- 
fied as  promptly  and  as  certainly  as  though  the  whole 
surplus  should  remain  wliere  it  now  is,  with  the  deposite 
banks. 

How  any  constitutional  objection  can  arise  to  this  dis- 
position of  the  public  money,  I  am  utterly  at  a  loss  to 
conceive.  In  order  to  maintain  such  an  objection,  gen- 
tlemen must  establish  the  position  that  Congress  do  not 
possess  the  power  of  depositing  the  public  money  where 
they  think  proper.  This  wotild,  indeed,  be  a  Hercu- 
lean task. 

There  is  one  view  of  this  subject  which  ought  not  to 
escape  attention.  It  is  always  embarrassing,  and  may 
become  dangerous,  to  establish  the  relation  of  debtor 
and  creditor,  for  large  amounts,  between  the  States  and 
the  United  States.  The  present  bill  avoids  this  difficulty. 
The  moment  it  becomes  necessary  to  use  these  certifi- 
cates of  deposite,  that  moment  they  pass  by  assignment 
into  the  hands  of  individuals,  who  thus  become  the 
creditors  of  the  several  States,  instead  of  the  General 
Government.  Such  individuals  will  hold  these  certifi- 
cates as  they  would  hold  any  other  certificates  of  a  simi- 
lar character  issued  by  the  States,  and  the  General 
Government  will  cease  any  longer  to  have  any  connexion 
with  those  States  in  the  character  of  a  creditor. 

I  admit,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  some  danger  exists  that  this 
bill,  restricted  as  it  is  to  the  money  which  will  be  in  the 
Treasury  at  the  end  of  the  present  year,  may  be  drawn 
into  precedent  for  the  purpose  of  sanctioning  annual  de- 
posites,  and,  afterwards,  annual  distributions  of  the 
surplus  revenue.  Such  a  system  would  be  hostile  to  the 
correct  and  efficient  administration  of  this  Government. 
It  would  naturally  create  some  bias  in  our  mind  against 
appropriations  for  the  benefit  of  the  Union,  in  order  that 
the  dividends  of  our  own  State  might  thereby  be  in- 
creased. This  danger,  however,  is  but  future  and  con- 
tingent. It  is  an  evil  within  our  own  control.  We  may, 
I  hope,  safely  trust  ourselves;  still  I  consider  the  bill,, 
amended  as  it  has  been,  but  a  choice  of  evils.  It  is  far 
from  being  the  mode  of  disposing  of  the  surplus  which 
I  should  have  selected.     But  let  that  pass. 

What  are  the  evils  on  the  other  hand,  which  we  shall 
avoid  by  the  adoption  of  this  measure?  If  they  are 
greater  and  much  more  alarming  than  the  dangers  which 
we  should  encotmter  from  its  passage,  it  is  the  part  of 
wisdom  to  pass  the  bill.  It  is  perfectly  clear  either  that  we 
must  adopt  this  measure,  or  leave  all  the  public  money 
in  the  deposite  banks.  There  is  no  other  alternative. 
The  one  thing  or  the  other  must  be  done. 
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I'here  are,  at  present,  thirty-six  of  these  deposite 
banks;  and  (he  ag'f^regate  amount  of  public  money  in 
their  possession,  at  the  date  of  the  last  returns,  was  be- 
tween thirty-three  and  thirty-four  millions  of  dollars. 
This  sum  has  since  been  daily  increasing  with  the  daily 
flow  of  money  into  the  Treasury.  I  am  free  to  say  that, 
in  my  opinion,  the  public  money  is  safe  in  their  posses- 
sion; yet  the  fact  neither  can  be  disguised,  nor  ought  to 
be  disguised,  that  the  Senate  has  felt  itself  under  the 
necessity,  but  against  my  vote,  of  striking  out  every 
provision  from  the  bill  which  required  them  to  keep  any 
fixed  proportion  of  specie  in  their  vaults.  We  could 
have  established  no  reasonable  standard  upon  this  sub- 
ject which  would  not  have  deprived  a  number  of  these 
banks  of  the  public  deposites.  Hence  the  amount  of 
specie  to  be  kept  in  each  of  ihem  is  now  left  altogether 
to  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  How- 
ever safe  the  public  money  may  be  in  these  banks,  it 
will  be  equally  secure,  to  say  the  least,  in  the  treasuries 
of  the  several  States.  In  the  opinion  of  the  people  it 
will  be  more  secure  there;  and  this,  of  itself,  is  a  matter 
of  great  importance  in  deciding  the  present  question. 

These  deposite  banks  are  located  chiefly  upon  our 
commercial  and  upon  our  western  frontiers.  This  arises 
from  the  circumstance,  that  the  receipts  into  the  Treas- 
ury are  derived  from  two  grand  sources — the  customs 
and  the  sales  of  public  lands.  Vast  sums  of  public 
money  are  thus  accumulated  in  the  banks  of  our  com- 
mercial cities.  Who  are  chiefly  benefited  by  this  accu- 
mulation? Why,  sir,  the  stockholders  in  these  banks 
and  their  customers.  It  is  a  notorious  fact  that  the  banks 
discount  largely  upon  these  deposites.  It  is  both  their 
duty  and  their  interest  to  pursue  this  course.  Their 
profits,  and  the  dividends  to  their  stockholders,  are  thus 
greatly  increased.  But  what  benefits  do  my  constitu- 
ents in  the  interior  of  Pennsylvania  derive  from  the  use 
thus  made  of  their  own  money }  None,  none  whatever. 
Chsnge  these  depositories  to  the  extent  proposed  by 
this  bill,  and  what  will  ihcn  be  the  consequences.'  The 
diffuMion  of  numerous  bcnefits'and  blessings  among  the 
people  of  the  several  States.  This  money,  now  used  by 
the  banks  for  the  benefit  of  their  stockholders,  will  be 
applied  by  the  State  Legislatures  to  promote  education 
and  internal  improvements.  It  will  shed  a  benign  influ- 
ence over  the  face  of  society,  and  will  confer  blessings 
upon  the  whole  people.  Its  benefits  will  no  longer  be 
confined  to  the  corporators  in  these  selected  institutions, 
but  will  be  as  extended  as  the  limits  of  the  republic. 
Besides,  this  money  will  always  be  ready  for  the  use  of 
the  Government,  whenever  the  necessities  of  the  country 
may  require  it.  The  mass  of  the  people  are  now  deeply 
impressed  with  a  conviction  of  these  truths.  They  are 
jealous  of  the  deposite  banks.  They  believe  that  undue 
advantages  are  conferred  upon  these  institutions  by  the 
action  of  the  Government.  1'he  public  mind  is  excited 
upon  the  subject;  and  the  only  practicable,  I  shall  not 
say  the  best,  mode  of  calming  and  tranquillizing  it,  will 
be  the  passage  of  the  present  bill. 

On  this  branch  of  the  question  I  shall  make  another 
remark.  If  I  were  capable  of  acting  merely  as  a  party 
man  upon  such  a  subject,  which  I  trust  1  am  not,  1  should 
say  to  my  political  friends,  adopt  this  measure.  It  has  been 
repeated  over  and  over  again,  that  the  present  administra- 
tion desire  to  retain  this  money  in  the  deposite  banks  in 
order  to  use  it  for  political  effect.  This  charge,  it  is 
true,  is  perfectly  ridiculous.  It  is  well  known  that  all 
or  nearly  all  these  banks  are  governed  and  controlled  by 
our  political  enemies.  So  far  as  I  have  ever  been  in- 
formed, a  larg^  majority  of  their  stockholders  and  di- 
rectors are  opposed  to  the  present  administration.  I 
have  heard  of  but  one  of  these  banks  which  is  an  excep- 
tion, though  there  may  be  more.  Still  the  clamor  con- 
tinues, and  still  the  charge  is  made  that  we  desire  to 


keep  all  the  public  money  in  these  banks  for  the  pur- 
pose of  acquiring  political  influence.  A  deposite  of  ttii 
money  with  the  States  will  at  once  put  an  end  to  these 
unfounded  suspicions. 

I  might  speak  of  the  wild  and  extravagant  speculations 
especially  in  public  lands  and  in  stocks,  which  have  been 
greatly  encouraged  and  promoted  by  the  immense  soiss 
of  public  money  on  deposite  in  the  banks,  and  of  ibe  is- 
juries  which  have  thus  been  inflicted  upon  the  countrr. 
But  I  forbear  at  present  from  doing  more  thsa^rely '. ' 
suggest  this  argument  in  favor  of  the  paas^H^B^^''^- 
It  must  strike  every  mind.  ™ 

But  it  has  been  urged,  as  a  serious  objection  to  tLii 
measure,  that  the  money  never  will  be  required  froa 
the  States  for  the  use  of  this  Government.  Does  it  not 
occur  to  gentlemen  that  upon  the  very  same  principle, 
if  this  bill  should  not  become  a  law,  it  will  never  be  re 
quired  from  the  deposite  banks'  And  if,  from  the  re- 
dundance of  our  revenue,  we  roust  have  a  perp*lnal 
deposite,  is  it  Jiot  more  just  and  more  politic,  in  everv 
point  of  view,  that  this  deposite  should  be  made  wkrt 
it  will  benefit  the  people  of  all  the  States,  thsn  where  itf 
advantages  will  be  confined  to  the  stockholders  of  cemia 
selected  banks? 

It  is  not  certain,  however,  that  a  portion  of  these  tk- 
posites  may  not  be  demanded  from  the  SUtes  before  ihc 
close  of  the  next  year.  1  have  been  astonished  >t  the 
statement  made  by  my  friend  from  New  York,  [«•• 
Wbiort,]  of  the  sums  already  appropriated,  and  »h»cli 
will  yet  probably  be  appropriated  during  the  preffn^ 
session  of  Congress.  If  this  statement  be  correcS  »ts 
highly  probable  that  the  unexpended  balance  of  \\\^ 
appropriations  at  the  end  of  the  present  yesr,  may 
equal,  if  it  does  not  exceed,  the  highest  estimate  of  Ujc 
Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Ewiwo,]  and  amount  to  eigh- 
teen millions  of  dollars.  In  that  event,  this  sum  wi"  d« 
a  charge  upon  the  current  revenue  for  the  year  18jm 
in  addition  to  the  current  expenses  of  that  year.  I'  '• 
therefore,  far  from  being  certain  that  a  portion  of  the 
deposites  made  with  the  States  may  not  be  required  b; 
the  Treasury  before  the  first  day  of  January,  1838.  W 
will  depend  upon  the  amount  of  the  sales  of  the  pubi x 
lands  during  the  year  1837.  Should  any  cause  »r« 
greatly  to  reduce  this  source  of  income,  the  money  tnea 
in  the  Treasury  will  not  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  currcni 
expenses  of  the  Government  during  that  year. 

In  any  thing  I  may  have  said,  I  did  not  intend  to  ca5. 
the  slightest  reflection  upon  the  conduct  of  the  deposiie 
banks  towards.the  Government.  Far  from  it.  The  ex- 
periment, as  it  is  called,  has  not  failed.  These  b»nKs 
have  made  all  the  necessary  transfers  of  public  fnone>» 
and  have  conducted  the  business  of  the  Treasury  a»  v^' 
as  it  has  ever  been  conducted  by  the  Bank  of  the  Uniteo 
States.  For  this  they  deserve  the  thanks  of  the  coun 
try.  I  wish  to  make  them  a  fair  and  liberal  c<»")P^"*[," 
tion  for  their  services.  I  strongly  advocated  the  pro- 
vision which  now  constitutes  a  part  of  the  bill,  that  tne 
sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars  should  be  deducted  Irom 
the  amount  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  day  «>f  J*"Tj 
next,  and  that  only  what  remained  should  be  o^?^^^^ 
with  the  States.  These  five  millions  will,  of  course, 
continue  in  the  deposite  banks.  Besides,  ihe  amou'»^ 
to  be  depowted  with  the  States  will  be  draa^n  ^^^"^^ 
present  depositories  in  equal  quarterly  insUlments; 
thus  they  will  experience  no  sudden  shock  •"  ^"^'^  ^ 
siness.  They  will  have  ample  time  to  make  sH  tiecesi» 
ry  preparations  to  meet  these  payments.  . 

Before  I  conclude,  I  shall  advert  to  another  aiT^JIJ  , 
xof my  friend  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Wxicbtj  «^j^ 
gentleman  objects  to  this  bill,  because  the  *"**"*![  y. 
deposited  with  the  States  is  not  in  proportion  to  thei^^ 
eral  population  of  each,  according  to  the  !««'  ^Ilbcr 
but  in  proportion  to  the  compound  ratio  of  the  nu 
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of  their  Senators  and  Representat'iTes  in  Congress.  He 
asks,  why  should  we  adopt  a  different  rule  from  that  of 
direct  taxntion,  in  our  distribution  of  these  deposites? 
The  answer  is  very  easy.  This  money  was  not 
raised  by  direct  taxation.  If  it  had  been,  it  should, 
undoubtedly,  be  returned  to  the  States  in  the  same  pro- 
portions  it  had  been  received  from  them.  The  two 
grand  sources  from  whiclvwe  have  derived  this  money, 
are  the  duties  upon  imports,  and  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands. 

irve  could  accurately  ascertain  the  federal  popula- 
tion of  the  different  States  at  this  moment,  it  would 
present  the  just  standard  oF  apportionment.     But  that 
is  impossible.    The  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clat,] 
upon  the  discussion  of  the  land  bill,  had  proved,  con-  i 
clu&ively,  that  the  new  States  in  the  West  have  increas- 
ed in  population  with  such  rapidity,  since  the  census  of 
1830,  when  compared  with  the  other  States,   that   it 
would   be  manifestly  unjust  to  apply  that  standard  to 
them.    Hence  his  bill  provided  that   they  should  each 
receive  ten  per  cent,  of  the  hett  proceeds  of  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands  within  their  limits,  before  any  dis- 
tribution should  be  made  of  the  remainder.     It  ought 
not  to  be  forgotten  in  this  argume.''it  that  a  very  large 
proportion  of  the  surplus  in  the  Treasury  has  proceed- 
ed from  the  sales  of  public  lands   within   these   very 
Slates.     The  truth  is  that,  whether  you  adopt  the  cen- 
sus of  1830,  or  the  number  of  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives in  Congress,  as  a  standard  of  apportionment,  you 
cannot  do  exact  justice.     You  must  either  be  unjust  to 
the  new  States  in  the  West,  or  you  must  deposile  a  lit- 
tle more  with  Delaware,  Rhode  Island,  and  some  of  the 
smaller  old  States,  than  they  are  entitled  to  receive.     It  ! 
is  a  choice   of  diflliculties  arising  from  the  necessity  of 
adopting  a  general  rule  on  the  subject.     I  do  not  be- 
lieve, therefore,  that  the  mode  of  apportionment  pro- 
posed by  the  bill  presents  a  sufficient  objection  against 
itii  passage.     This  view  of  the  case  is  rendered  more  im- 
pressive by  the  consideration  that  the  bill  ])roposes  a 
mere  deposlte  with  the  States,  and  not  a  donation  to 
them;   and    it  cannot   make    any   material    difference 
whether  one  State  shall  receive  a  few  thousand  dollars 
too  much  or  too  little  upon  deposite. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  expressed  his  regret  at  the  provi- 
sion introduced  into  the  bill  for  apportioning  the  State 
deposites  to  the  presidential  electors,  as  likely  to  pro- 
duce opposition  to  the  bill.  He  renounced  entirely  the 
principle  of  taxing  for  distribution,  and  represented  the 
case  of  the  present  surplus  as  a  now  unavuiduble  emer- 
gency. He  said  the  bill  would  be  inoperative  if  there 
should  be  no  surplus,  and  could,  in  that  case,  do  neither 
harm  nor  good;  though,  if  there  could  be  occasion  for 
Mr.  W sight's  State  stock  project,  there  was  the  same 
occasion  for  this  bill.  He  made  an  estimate,  in  detail, 
of  the  expenditures  of  the  year,  whicii  went  to  show 
that  Mr.  Wbioht's  estimate  had  been  at  least  doubly 
too  large.  He  expressed  his  congratulations  to  the 
country  at  the  success  which  had  attended  this  measure 
in  the  Senate,  and  his  belief  that  it  would  substantially 
relieve  the. pressure  upon  the  community. 

Mr.  BENTON  rose  and  said  that,  about  this  time  two 
years  ago,  the  Senate  was  engaged  in  proclaiming  the 
danger  of  a  bankrupt  Treasury,  and  in  proving  to  the  peo- 
ple that  utter  ruin  must  ensue  from  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  same 
Senate, 'notbinp  abated  in  confidence  from  the  failure 
of  former  predictions,  is  now  engaged  in  celebrating  the 
prosperity  of  the  country,  and  proclaiming  a  surplus  of 
f^ofty,  and  fifty,  and  sixty  millions  of  dollars  in  that  same 
freasu ry,  which  so  short  a  time  since  they  thought  was 
going  to  be  bankrupt.  Both  occupations  are  equally 
""fortunate.  Our  Treasury  is  in  no  more  danger  of 
bursting  from  distension  now,  than  it  was  of  collapsing 


from  depletion  then.  The  ghost  of  the  panic  was  dri- 
ven from  this  chamber  in  May,  1834,  by  the  report  of 
Mr.  I'aney,  showing  that  all  the  sources  of  the  national 
revenue  were  in  their  usual  rich  and  bountiful  condition, 
and  that  there  was  no  danger  of  bankruptcy.  The 
speech  and  statement,  so  brief  and  perspicuous,  just 
delivered  by  the  Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Wrioht,] 
will  perform  the  same  office  upon  the  distribution  spirit, 
by  showing  that  the  appropriations  of  the  ^session  will 
require  nearly  as  much  money  as  the  public  Treasury 
will  be  found  to  contain.  The  present  exaggerations 
about  the  surplus  will  have  their  day,  as  the  panic 
about  an  empty  Treasury  had  its  day;  and  time,  which 
corrects  all  things,  will  show  the  enormity  of  these  er-. 
rors  which  excite  the  public  mind,  and  stimulate  the 
public  appetite,  for  a  division  of  forty,  fifty,  and  sixty 
millions  of  surplus  treasure. 

1  have  several  objections,  said  Mr.  I).,  to  this  measure; 
and  the  first  is,  that  two  distinct  subjects  are  conjoined 
in  the  same  bill.     One  part  of  the  bill  is  to  regulate 
the  keeping  of  the  public  money  in  the  local  banks;  the 
other  part,  under  the  disguise  of  a  deposile,  is  to  make 
a  distribution  of  the  put>lic  money  among  the  several 
States.     The  law  of  Parliament  (and  that  law  is  founded 
in  equity  and  wisdom)  forbids  the  junction  of  different 
subjects  in  the  same  bill;  it  requires  them  to  be  disjoin- 
ed, and  each  subject  put  into  a  bill  by  itself,  whenever 
the  diversity  and  incongruity  is  detected.     The  incon- 
gruity in  this  bill  is  easily  detected,  and  was  early  ob« 
jected  to.     It  was  objected  to  on  the  second  reading,  a 
vote  taken,  and  a  decision  had,  according  to  what  was 
right  and  proper.  That  vote  was  in  favor  of  disjunction. 
The  two  8\ibjects  were  disjoined,  and  a  committee  was 
directed  to  put  them  into  separate  bills.     This  was  in 
the  afternoon,  too  late  Tgr  the  accomplishment  of  the 
order  that  evening;  a  night  intervened;  new  lights  broke 
upon  the  minds  of  Senators;  the  vote  of  disjunction  was 
reversed;  and  the  divorced  subjects  were  solemnly  reu- 
nited.    What  was  done  by  a  majority  of  three  in  the 
evening,  was  reversed  by   a  majority  of  one  in  tke 
morning. 

That  these  subjects  are  of  different  natures,  admit  of 
different  decisions,  and  may  be  acted  upon  at  different 
times,  is  perfectly  clear  from  a  view  of  their  provisions. 
One  is  a  general  and  permanent  law—the  other  a  special 
and  temporary  arrangement.     One  requires  immediate 
action — the  other  ought  not  to  be  acted  upon  until  all 
the  appropriations  are  made.     One  is  to  take  eff'ect  in- 
stanler — the  other  not  till   next  year.     One  is  what  it 
professes  to  be,  a  regulation  of  the  deposites— the  other 
is  what  it  does  not  profess  to  be,  a  distribution  of  the 
revenue.     Either  may  pass,  and  have  a  perfect  opera- 
tion, without  the  aid  of  the  other.     Either  may  be  re- 
jected, and  no  detriment  ensue  to  the  other.     One  may 
be  postponed  to  the  next  session  without  inconvenience 
to  any  interest,  and  with  positive  advantage  to  the  action 
of  Congress  upon  it— the  other  cannot  be  postponed 
without  oflence  to  the  public  mind,  injury  to  the  public 
service,  and  dereliction  of  our  legislative  duty.     Against 
the  conjunction  of  subjects  so  dissimilar  conscience  re- 
volts, correct  feeling  rebels,  and  parliamentary  law  has 
planted  its  cannon.     It  is  in  vain  to  call  it  a  deposite 
with  the  States.     The  abuse,  perversion,  misapplication, 
and  violation  of  language,  in  calling  that  which  is  a  dis- 
tribution to  the  States  a  deposite  with  the  Slates,  can 
neither  alter  the  thing  nor  conceal  its  design;  and  the 
attempt  to  coerce  support,  deter  opposition,  or  involve 
in  odium,  by  joining  a  measure  of  questionable  propriety 
with  one  yf  acknowledged  expediency,  might  be  lost 
upon  somi*,  if  not  on  all. 

1  have  some  objections  to  the  deposite  bill  proper,  as 
it  now  stands;  but  they  are  objections  of  detail,  and  such 
as  would  admit  of  remedy,  and  miglit  have  been  easily 
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obviaterl,  had  it  not  been  for  the  impatience  oF  the 
majority  to  pass  the  bill  as  it  is.  One  of  these  ob- 
jrctions  is  to  the  clause  which  confers  authority  on 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  establish  branches  of 
the  State  banks,  under  the  name  of  af^encies,  in  the 
States  which  have  no  bankst  that  is  to  say,  rn  the  State 
of  Missouri;  it  beings  well  known  to  every  body  that 
Missouri  is  the  only  State  in  the  Union  which  finds  it- 
self in  the  caleg^ory  which  the  conferring^  of  the  author- 
ity implies.  To  the  investiture  of  this  authority  in  any 
officer,  or  the  exercise  of  such  authority  by  any  Con- 
gress, I  wholly  object;  and  that  for  numerous  and  cogent 
reasons.  Congress  has  no  authority  to  establish  banks 
within  the  States;  much  less  to  intrude  upon  a  State  the 
branch  of  a  bank  from  another  State.  It  is  an  interfe- 
rence with  the  domestic  policy  of  a  State  tp  do  so,  and 
compelling  her  to  have  a  bank  a^rainst  her  will.  It  is  a 
deprivation  to  the  State  of  one  of  her  sovereign  powers; 
for,  by  virtue  of  her  right  to  regulate  her  internal  af- 
fairs, she  can  exclude  all  moneyed  and  banking  agencies 
from  her  borders,  by  her  own  legislation,  as  many  States 
have  done;  but  in  this  case  her  legislation  would  not  be 
sovereign,  like  that  of  other  States  upon  the  same  point, 
but  would  be  subordinate  to  the  decision  of  the  federal 
Judiciar)';  for,  the  agency  being  established  under  a  law 
of  Congress,  it  would  bring  the  action  of  the  Stnte  law, 
and  the  decision  of  the  State  courts,  under  the  control- 
ling sceptre  of  the  ft-deral  judges.  It  is  an  apparent 
surrender  of  the  constitutional  objection  to  a  Bank  of 
the  United  States;  for  if  it  is  admitted  that  State  banks 
are  indispensably  necessary  to  the  Federal  Government, 
then  it  follows  that  the  Federal  Government  may  pro- 
vide ftir  its  own  necessities,  without  being  dependant  on 
the  States.  The  Secretary  is  not  limited  in  the  choice 
nf  the  banks  whose  agencirs  he  msy  establish  in  Mis- 
anuri;  and  some  Secretary,  not  the  present  one,  might 
refresh  whigism  in  the  State  by  sending  us  a  limb  from 
the  Pennsylvania  United  States  Bank,  or  a  scion  from 
some  one  of  the  litter,  founded  on  paper  and  property, 
now  in  the  process  of  renewed  incorporation  in  this  opu- 
lent and  bank-bearing  District. 

The  consent  of  the  State  is  not  required  to  the  admis' 
fiioti  of  this  sgeiMsy,  although  at  the  very  last  session  of 
her  Legislature,  as  at  preceding  se^sions,  she  refused  to 
charter  a  bank  for  herself.  Finally,  this  provision  goes 
to  legalize  the  establishment  of  an  agency  of  an  Ohio 
hank  in  the  town  of  St.  Louio,  now  in  operation  there  | 
an  a  bank  of  discount  and  dcposiie  and  of  circulation; 
when  the  utmost  argument  in  favor  of  (he  fe<leral  ne- 
cessities would  not  extend  beyond  a  bank  of  deposite 
only.  That  agency  was  established  in  St.  Louis  without 
my  knowledge  or  consent,  and  without  the  consent  of 
the  ^t'Ate  Legislature.  The  right  of  the  Legislature  to 
expel  it  would  be  complete  if  this  law  was  not  passed: 
if  it  passes,  then  the  statute  nf  the  Stale  will  be  liable  to 
the  same  revision  and  reversal  which  took  place  on  the 
Virginia  statute  in  the  case  of  Cohen  and  the  lottery  tick- 
ets. Having  mentioned  the  agency  at  St.  Louis,  I  deem  it 
right  to  add  that  the  officers  who  have  charge  of  it  have 
shown  every  disposition  to  deserve  the  good  will  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  to  protnote  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  diffusion  of  gold. 

The  other  part  of  the  depcisite  bill  proper  to  which 
I  object,  is  the  want  of  a  clause  requiring  the  deposite 
banks  to  keep  on  hand  a  certain  amount  of  specie,  bear- 
ing some  reasonable,  average,  fixed  proportion  to  their 
immediate  liabilities.  The  bill  was  drawn  with  such  a 
clause;  but  it  was  the  will  of  the  majority  to  strike  it  out, 
and  to  substitute  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  for  the  time  being  for  the  proposed  legal 
enactment.  The  proportion  of  specie  on  hand,  in  the 
several  deposite  banks,  is  now  to  be  whatever  may  be 
satisfiiclory  to  the  ofiicLr  at  .the  head  of  the  Treasury. 


To  this  !  object;  because,  witlioot  reference  to  rfif 
opinions  of  any  Secretary,  I  hold  it  to  be  a  esse  io  vhtc: 
the  inflexible  rule  of  law,  and  not  the  varuible  dicUte/ 
individual  discretion,  ahould  prevail.  It  concerns  *U 
currency  of  the  country,  and  law  should  govern  i'!? 
currency,  ft  is  a  case  in  which  discretion  it  9ubord.tu!c 
to  systems,  as  well  as  to  personal  temperamentf  A  har.'- 
money  Secretary  would  require  a  heavy  proportion  '•( 
specie;  a  paper-system  Secretary  would  be  content t''i 
a  very  light  proportion.  Beaidea,  some  of  the  deposi:! 
banks  need  regulation  upon  this  point  at  present.  Som; 
of  them  are  far  in  arrear  of  what  would  be  deemeJ  i 
safe  proportion  of  specie,  and  threatening  the  Tresfir 
with  another  edition  of  **  unavailable  funds."  Asa  wit*:!:. 
they  are  far  behind  the  point  of  specie  responstbirit}*  >' 
which  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  stood  at  the  vtr^ 
of  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  though  some  are  up<-> 
that  mark,  or  above  it;  but,  as  a  whole,  (and  it  is  in  tli' 
point  of  view  that  the  public  is  concerned,)  they  sre  /t: 
behiiTd  it.  On  the  firat  day  of  October,  1833,  when  tk 
deposites  were  removed,  the  immediate  habilities  of  lU 
United  States  Bank,  in  public  and  private  deposited  ^r.- 
in  its  circulation,  were  $37,105,465,  Cnd  the  specie  ^ 
hand  was  $10,663,441;  being  at  the  rate  of  more  lt«< 
one  to  four. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  month,  wliich  is  the  cUtc' 
the  latest  returns  of  the  deposite  banks,  their- immedtai; 
liabilities  in  the  same  items — public  and  private  de^*^ 
ites,  and  circulation— was  $84,401,880,  and  the  gu!: 
and  silver  on  hand  was  $10,202,245;  being  at  the  rtSt 
of  less  than  one  to  eight.  This,  certainly,  is  a  pro^<T-> 
in  the  wrong  direction  for  us  who  have  undertaken  is 
strengthen  the  gold  and  silver  foundations  of  thecj: 
rcncy.  It  is  travelling  on  the  wrong  end  of  the  roii 
and  that  rather/ast.  The  rejection  from  the  bill  of  ttie 
clause  which  wa^  intended  to  hold  the  deposite  bank»(>; 
to  the  possession  of  a  certain  fixed  proportion  of  spec'^ 
looks  like  an  abandonment  of  our  hard-money  pr-f-^ 
stons,  and  a  relapsing  tendency  into  the  wide  and  bot^uT- 
less  ocean  of  paper.  It  is  certainly  a  gtcai  declc? 
from  the  doctrines  of  President  Jackson's  meseagt  '^ 
December  last — those  doctrines  which  were  then  hsitr> 
with  approbation  by  an  inunense  majority  of  the  Amer^ 
can  people,  and  received  as  landmarks  in  the  wiiolcilfmo- 
cratic  camp,  and  in  which  the  President  expressly  ires  • 
ed  the  reg«dation  of  the  dep(>8itC8  as  the  regulatioA^ 
the  currency,  and  looked  to  the  increased  circulation '>t 
gold  and  silver,  and  the  suppression  of  all  bank  n.Ut 
under  twenty  dollars,  as  two  of  the  gt^at  results  vliicn 
were  to  flow  from  the  connexion  of  the  federal  Trtav 
ury  with  the  local  banks,  snd  the  consequent  iftflunRC 
of  the  Government  over  the  currency.    Hear  his  uord^ 

**  Connected  with  the  condition  of  the  finances,  ai:i 
the  flourishing  state  of  the  country  in  all  its  branches  "f 
industry,  it  is  pleasing  to  witness  the  advantages  vhkti 
have  already  been  derived  from  the  recent  laws  rcguii* 
ting  the  value  of  the  gold  coinage.  These  ad^^aniiigci 
will  be  more  apparent  in  the  course  of  the  next  }eir 
when  the  branch  mints  authorized  to  be  estMblii>hed  in 
North  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Louisiana,  shall  hare  gone 
into  operation.  Aided,  as  it  is  hoped  they  will  be,  by 
further  reforms  in  the  banking  systems  of  the  States,  ami 
by  judicious  regulations  on  the  part  of  Congress,  in 
relation  to  the  custody  of  the  public  moneys,  it  may  be 
confidently  anticipated  that  the  use  of  gold  and  silver  u 
a  circulating  medium  will  become  general  in  the  uiiIh 
nary  transactions  connected  with  the  labor  of  the  coui.trj> 
The  great  desideratum  in  modern  times  is  an  elHcitnt 
check  upon  the  power  of  banks,  preventing  that  exas* 
sive  issue  of  paper  whence  arise  those  fluctuations  in  the 
standard  of  value  which  render  uncertain  the  rewanl;i  of 
labor."  •  ♦  ♦  ♦  »<|thas  been  seen  that,  aithoiit 
the  agency  of  a  great  moneyed  mon<»ply,  the  re>ciiue    i 
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can  be  collected,  and  con%'eniently  and  safely  applied  to 
alt  the  purposes  of  the  public  expenditure.  It  is  also 
ascertained  that,  instead  of  beinjc  necessarily  made  to 
promote  the  evils  of  an  unchecked  paper  sjrstem,  the 
managemeiilbf  the  revenue  can  be  made  auxiliary  to  the 
reform  which  the  Legislatures  of  several  of  the  States 
have  already  commenced  in  regard  to  the  suppression  of 
small  bills,  and  which  has  only  to  be  fostered  by  proper 
regubtions  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  secure  a  practical 
return,  to  the  extent  required  for  the  security  of  the 
currency,  to  the  constitutional  medium."  •  •  •  • 
'The  collection  and  custody  being  a  source  of  credit  to 
them,  will  increase  the  security  which  the  States  pro- 
vide for  a  faithful  execution  of  their  trusts,  by  multiply- 
ing the  scrutinies  to  which  their  operations  and  accounts 
Will  be  subjected.  Thus  disposed,  as  well  from  interest 
as  the  obligation  of  their  charters,  it  cannot  be  doubted 
that  such  conditions  as  Congress  may  see  fit  to  adopt 
respecting  the  deposites  in  these  institutions,  with  a 
view  to  the  gradual  disuse  of  the  small  bills,  will  be 
cheerfully  complied  with;  and  that  we  shall  soon  gain, 
in  place  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  a  practical 
reforntofthe  whole  paper  system  of  the  country.  If, 
by  this  policy,  we  can  ultimately  witness  the  suppres- 
sion of  all  bank  bills  below  twenty  dollars,  it  is  apparent 
that  gold  and  silver  will  take  their  place,  and  become 
the  principal  circulating  medium  in  the  common  busi- 
ness of  the  country.  The  attainment  of  such  a  result 
W)II  form  an  era  in  the  history  of  our  country,  which 
will  be  dwelt  upon  with  delight  by  every  true  friend 
of  its  liberty  and  independence.  It  will  lighten  the 
gieat  tax  which  our  paper  system  has  so  long  collected 
from  'the  earnings  of  labor,  and  do  more  to  revive 
anil  perpetuate  those  habits  of  economy  and  simplicity 
which  are  so  congenial  to  the  character  of  republicans, 
than  all  the  legislation  which  has  yet  been  attempted." 

The  rejection  of  the  clause  referred  to,  continued  Mr. 
B.,  has  lost  the  advantages  so  confidently  looked  to  by 
the  President  in  this  wise  and  patriotic  message.  Noth- 
ing is  done  in  this  deposite  bill  to  fulfil  his  enlightened 
and  noble  views;  nothing  to  enlarge  and  extend  the  spe- 
cie basis;  nothing  to  promote  the  diffusion  of  gold;  noth- 
ing to  effect  the  suppression  of  notes  under  twenty  dol- 
lars; nothing  to  check  the  paper  system;  nothing  to  reg- 
ulate the  currency;  on  the  contrary,  we  have  a  virtual 
abandonment  of  all  control  over  the  moneyed  system, 
and  a  virtual  surrender  of  the  constitution,  and  the 
constitutional  duly  of  Congress  over  the  currency,  to 
the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the 
private  and  interested  arrangements  of  the  deposite 
banks. 

I  now  come,  Mr.  President,  (continued  Mr.  B.,")  to 
the  second  subject  in  the  bill — the  distribution  fea- 
ture—and to  which  the  objections  are,  not  of  detail,  but 
<)f  principle;  but  which  objections  are  so  strong  in  the 
^ind  of  myself  and  some  friends,  that,  far  from  shrinking 
fi'om  the  contest,  and  sneaking  away  in  our  little  minor- 
ity of  six,  where  we  were  left  last  evening,  we  come  for- 
ward with  unabated  resolution  to  renew  our  opposition, 
and  to  signalize  our  dissent,  and  anxious  to  have  it  known 
that  we  contended  to  the  last  against  -the  seductions  of  a 
jneasure,  specious  to  the  view,  and  tempting  to  the  taste, 
but  fraught  with  mischief  and  fearful  consequences  to 
^l)c  character  of  this  Government,  and  to  the  stability 
*nd  harmony  of  this  confederacy.  These  objections 
I'c  to  the  13th  section  of  the  bill,  which  are  in  these 
words: 

*'Sic.  13.  And  be  ii  further  enacted^  That  the  mo- 
ney  which  shall  be  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  1st  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
*«ven,  reserving  the  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  shall 
be  deposited  with  the  several  States,  in  proportion  to 
their  respective  representation  in  the  Senate  and  House 
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of  Representatives  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  Statesi 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  deliver  the  same 
to  such  persons  as  the  several  States  may  authorize  to  re- 
ceive It,  on  receiving  certificates  of  deposite,  signed  by 
the  competent  authorities  of  such  State,  each  for  such 
amount  and  in  such  form  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry may  prescribe,  which  shall  set  forth  and  express  the 
obligation  of  the  State  to  pay  the  amount  thereof  to  the 
United  States,  or  their  assigns;  and  which  said  certifi- 
cates it  shall  be  competent  for  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  to  sell  and  assign  whenever  it  shall  be  ne- 
cessary for  want  of  other  money  in  the  Treasury 
to  meet  appropriations  made  by  Congress;  all  sales 
and  assignments,  however,  to  be  ratable,  and  In  just 
and  equal  proportions,  among  all  the  States,  accord- 
ing to  the  amounts  received  by  them,  respectively;  and 
all  such  certificates  of  deposite  shall  be  subject  to  and 
shall  bear  an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  paya- 
ble half  yearly,  from  the  time  of  such  sale  and  assignment, 
and  shall  be  redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  States  is- 
suing the  same." 

Stripping  this  enactment  of  statutory  verbiage,  and 
collecting  the  provisions  of  the  section  into  a  single  view, 
and  they  seem  to  be  these:  1.  The  public  moneys,  above 
a  specified  sum,  are  to  be  deposited  with  the  States  in  a 
specified  ratio;  2.  The  States  are  to  give  certificates  of 
deposite,  payable  to  the  United  States;  but  no  time,  or 
contingency,  is  fixed  for  the  payment;  3.  The  Secretaiy 
of  the  Treasury  is  to  sell  and  assign  the  certificates, 
limited  to  a  ratable  proportion  of^each,  when  neces- 
sary to  meet  appropriations  made  by  Congress;  4.  The 
certificates  so  assigned  are  to  bear  an  interest  of  5  per 
cent.,  payable  halfyearly;  5.  To  bear  no  interest  t>efore 
assignment;  6.  The  principal  to  be  payable  at  the  pleas- 
ure of  the  State* 

Thi^  Mr.  President,  is  the  enactment;  and  what  is 
such  an  enactment?  Sir,  I  will  tell  you  what  it  is.  It 
is,  in  name,  a  deposite;  in  form,  a  loan;  in  essence  and 
design,  a  distribution.  Names  cannot  alter  things;  and 
it  is  as  idle  to  call  a  gift  a  deposite,  as  it  would  be  to  call 
a  stab  of  the  daggers  kiss  of  the  lips.  It  is  a  distribu- 
tion of  the  revenues,  under  the  name  of  a  deposite,  and 
under  the  form  of  a  loan.  It  is  known  to  be  so,  and  is 
intended  to  be  so;  and  all  this  verbiage  about  a  deposite 
is  nothing  but  the  device  and  contrivance  of  those  who 
have  been  for  years  endeavoring  to  distribute  the  reve« 
nues,  sometimes  by  the  land  bill,  sometimes  by  direct 
propositions,  and 'Sometimes  by  proposed  amendments 
to  the  constitution.  Finding  all  these  modes  of  accom- 
plishing the  objeet  met  and  frustrated  by  the  constitu- 
tion, they  fall  upon  this  invention  of  a  deposite,  and  ex- 
ult in  the  succais  of  an  old  scheme  under  a  new  name. 
That  it  is  no  deposite,  but  a  free  gift,  and  a  regular  distri- 
bution. Is  clear  and  demonstrable,  not  only  from  the 
avowed  principles,  declared  intentions,  and  systematic 
purposes,  of  those  who  conduct  the  bill,  but  also  from 
the  means  devised  to  effect  their  object.  Names  are 
nothing.  The  thing  done  ffi^^*  character  to  the  trans- 
action; and  the  imposition  of  an  erroneous  name  cannot 
change  that  character*  This  is  no  deposite.  It  has  no 
feature,  no  attribute,  no  characteristic,  no  quality,  of  a 
deposite.  A  deposite  is  a  trust,  reijuiring  the  consent 
of  two  parties,  leaving  to  one  the  rights  of  ownership, 
and  imposing  on  the  other  the  duties  of  trustee.  The 
depositor  retains  the  right  of  property,  and  reserves  the 
privilege  of  resumption;  the  depositary  is  bound  to  re- 
store. But  here  right  of  property  is  parted  with;  the 
privilege  of  resumption  is  surrendered;  the  obligation 
to  render  back  b  not  imposed.  On  the  contrary,  our 
money  is  put  where  we  cannot  reach  it.  Our  Treasury 
warrant  cannot  pursue  it.  The  States  are  to  keep  the 
money,  free  of  interest,  until  it  is  needed  to  meet  aippro* 
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priationsf  and  then  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  b— to 
do  what?  call  upon  the  State?    No!  but  to  sell  and  as- 
sign the  certificate;  and  the  State  is  to  pay  the  assignee 
an  interest  half  yearly,  and  the  principal  when  it  pleases. 
Now,  these  appropriations  will  never  be  made.    The 
members  of  Congress  are  not  yet  born— the  race  of.rep- 
resentatives  Is  not  yet  known— who  will  vote  appropri- 
attons  for  national  objects,  to  be  paid  out  of  their  own 
State  treasuries.     Sooner  will  the  tariflP  be  revived,  or 
the  price  of  public  land  be  raised.    Sooner  will  the  a» 
signability  of  the  certificate  be  repealed  by  law.     The 
contingency  will  never  arrive  on  which  the  Secretary  is 
to  assign;  so  the  deposite  will  stand  as  a  loan  forever, 
without  interest     At  the  end  of  some  years  the  nominal 
transaction  will  be  rescinded;  the  certificates  will  all  be 
cancelled  by  one  general,  unanimous,  harmonious,  vote 
m  Congress.    The  disguise  of  a  deposite,  like  the  mask 
after  a  play,  will  be  thrown  aside;  and  the  delivery  of 
the  money  will  turn  out  to  be,  what  it  is  now  intended  to 
be,  a  gift  from  the  beginning.    This  will  be  the  end  of 
the  first  chapter.     And  now,  how  unbecoming  in  the 
Senate  to  practise  this  indirection,  and  to  do  by  a  false 
flame  what  cannot  1>e  done  by  its  true  one.     l^he  consti- 
tution, by  the  acknowledgment  of  many  who  conduct 
this  bill,  will  not  admit  of  a  distribution  of  the  revenues. 
Not  farther  back  than  the  last  session,  and  again  a(  the 
commencement  of  the  present  session,  a  proposition  was 
made  to  amend  the  constitution  to  permit  this  identical 
distribution  to  be  made.     That  proposition  is  now  upon 
our  calendar,  for  the  action  of  Congress.     All  at  once  it 
is  discovered  that  a  change  of  names  will  do  as  well  as  a 
change  of  the  constitution.     Strike  out  the  word  "  dis- 
tribute," and  insert  the  word  **  deposite;"  and,  inconti- 
nently, the  impediment  is  removed;  the  constitutional 
difficulty  is  surmounted;  the  division  of  the  money  can 
be  made.   Thi.4,  at  least,  is  quick  work.   It  looks  magic- 
al, though  not  the  exploit  of  the  magpcian.     It  commits 
nobody,  though  not  the  invention  of  the  Don*committal 
school.    After  all,  it  must  be  admitted  to  be  a  very  com- 
pendious mode  of  amending  the  conctitution,  ana  such 
a  one  as  the  framers  of  that  instrument  never  happened 
to  think  of.     Is  this  fancy,  or  is  it  fact?    Are  we  legis- 
latinp^,  or  amusing  ourselves  with  phantasmagoria?    Can 
we  forget  that  we  now  have  upon  the  calendar  a  propo- 
sition to  amend  the  constitution,  to  effect  this  very  dis- 
tribution, and  that  the  only  difference  between  that  res- 
olution and  this  13th  section,  is  in  substituting  the  word 
*'  deposite*'  for  the  word  '*  distribute?"    Here  it  is: 

RESOLUTION  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  providing  for  a  distribu- 
tion of  the  surplus  revenues  among  the  several  States 
and  Territories,  until  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-three. 

JUiohed  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreaenlaiivet  of 
the  United  SSatee  of  Amtrka  in  Congr^n  a$eemhled,  two 
Mrda  of  Ifolh  IJousee  emcurrmg^  That  the  following 
amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  be 
proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States, 
which,  when  ratified  by  three  fourtha  of  said  Legisla- 
tures, shall  be  valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part 
of  the  constitution,  that  the  money  remaining  in  the 
Treasury  at  the  end  of  each  year  till  the  first  of  Janu- 
ary, eighteen  hundred  and  fortv-three,  after  deducting 
therefrom  the  sum  of  ^—  dollars,  shall  be  annually 
distributed  among  the  several  States  and  Territories,  in- 
chiding  the  District  of  Columbia;  and  that,  for  this  pur- 
pose,  the  sum  to  be  annually  distributed  shall  be  divided 
into  a  number  of  shares,  equal  to  the  number  of  Sena- 
tora  and  Representatives  in  Congress  for  the  time  being, 
with  the  addition  of  two  for  each  Territory,  and  two  for 
the  District  of  Columbia;  and  there  shall  be  allotted  to 
each  State  a  number  of  shares  equal  to  the  number  of 


Senators  and  Representatives  to  which  it  is  at  tlie  t'oM 
entitled  in  Congress;  and  to  the  Tetritorics,  iacM>r; 
the  District  of  Columbia,  two  shares  each.* 

Having  shown  this  pretended  deposite  to  be  a  dair.. 
bntion  in  disguise,  and  to  be  a  mere  eva»oim  ibe  ecu- 
stitution,  Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  examine  its  efTecti,  vA 
to  trace  its  ruinous  consequences  upon  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment and  the  SUtes.  It  is  brought  forward  as  a  t«t- 
porary  measure,  as  a  single  operation,  as  a  thing  to  be 
done  but  once;  but  what  career,  either  for  good  or  for 
evil,  ever  stopped  with  the  first  step?  It  is  the  fintstfp 
which  costs  the  diflSculty ;  that  taken,  the  second  beconei 
easy,  and  repetition  habitual.  Let  this  distributiun,  m 
this  disguise,  take  effect,  and  future  distributions  viUbt 
common  and  reguhr.  Every  presidential  electioa  will 
bring  them,  and  larger,  each  time,  as  the  ooosular  eke 
tions  in  Rome,  commencing  with  distribotteas  of  fn.a 
from  the  public  granaries,  went  on  to  the  ezbibittoni  of 
gamea  and  ahowa,  the  remission  of  debt%  largma  in 
money,  lands,  and  provisions,  until  the  rival  candid»ies 
openly  bid  against  each  other,  and  the  diadem  oC  empire 
was  put  up  at  auction,  and  knocked  down  to  the  U 
and  highest  bidder.  The  purity  of  elections  msy  nU 
yet  be  affected  m  our  young  and  vigorous  country;  but 
how  long  will  it  be  before  voters  will  look  to  the  ctnd<- 
datea  lor  the  magnitude  of  their  distributions,  instead  vi 
looking  to  them  for  the  qualifications  which  the  prtit 
dential  oflice  requires? 

l*he  bad  consequences  of  this  distribution  of  mm^ 
to  the  States  are  palpable  and  frightful.  It  is  complrc 
ting  the  federal  and  State  systems,  and  mohiplyifig  tbt^*? 
points  of  contact  and  hazards  .of  collision.  Take  it  u 
ostensibly  presented,  that  of  a  deposite,  or  lossp  to  bt 
repaid  at  some  future  time;  then  it  is  establishing  the  re- 
lation of  debtor  and  creditor  between  them;  a  reittioa 
critical  between  friends,  embarraaaing  between  a  Stite 
and  its  citizens,  and  eminently  dangerous  between  con- 
federate States  and  their  common  head.  It  is  a  rehticn 
always  deprecated  in  our  federal  sybtem.  The  hno 
credit  system  was  abolished  by  Congress  fifteen  ycits 
ago,  to  get  rid  of  the  rebtion  of  debtor  and  creditor  be- 
tween the  Federal  Government  and  the  citizens  of  the 
SUtes;  and  seven  or  eight  millions  of  debt,  principtl  «<» 
interest,  was  then  surrendered.  The  collectioii  «J 
large  debt  from  numerous  individusi  debtors,  was  found 
to  be  almost  impossible.  How  much  worse  if  the  State 
itself  becomes  the  debtor!  and  more,  if  all  the  States  be- 
come indebted  together!  Any  attempt  ta  collect  the 
debt  would  be  attended,  first,  with  ill  blood,  then  with 
cancellation.  It  must  be  the  representatives  of  the  Stato 
who  are  to  enforce  the  collection  of  the  debt.  Thi«  tbff 
would  not  do.  They  would  stand  together  against  (be 
creditor.  No  member  of  Congreas  could  vote  ^^  |^  tI 
State  to  raise  money  for  the  general  purposes  oiv>t 
confederacy.  No  one  could  vote  an  appropriation  wh«cn 
was  to  become  a  charge  on  his  own  State  <>^*'"'3^V.  ^ 
ation  would  first  be  resorted  to,  and  the  tariff  and  |»c 
public  landa  would  become  the  ffbuntain  of  supply  ^^  <"^ 
Federal  Government.  Taken  as  a  real  transaction-^ 
a  deposite  with  the  States,  or  a  loan  to  the  SUteB-«« 
this  measure  professes  to  be,  and  it  is  fraught  with  con* 
sequences  adverse  to  the  harmony  of  the  federal  ty^^ 
and  fraught  with  new  burdens  upon  the  customs  aii<i 
upon  the  lands;  Uken  as  a  fiction  to  avoid  the  coiuti^' 
tion,  as  a  John  Doe  and  Richard  Roe  invention  to  conirqr 
a  ft\(i  under  the  name  of  a  deooslte,  and  <« effects^ 
tributton  under  the  disguise  of  a  loan,  and  it  is  an  srtiDce 
which  makes  derision  of  the  constitution,  lets  dovn  tne 
Senate  from  tU  lofty  station,  and  provides  a  faoi^  *^ 
for  doing  any  thing  that  any  Congress  may  choose  to  ^ 
in  all  time  to  come.     It  is  only  to  depose  one  voni  s" 

*  Submitted  by  Mr.  Ciuiovir.^iWe  by  Mr*  ^' 


1813 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1814 


JV7SX  17,  1836.] 


Pubtic  DepjMku. 


fSlHXTBi 


i natal  another -^it  is  merely  to  chan|^e  a  name-— and  the 
frowntag^  constitution  iminediately  smiles  on  the  late  for- 
bidden attempt. 

To  the  Federal    Government  the  consequences  of 
these  distributions  roust  be  deplorable  and  destructive. 
It  nnust  be  remitted  to  the  helpless  condition  of  the  old 
confedenscy,  depending  for  Its  supplies  upon  the  volu no- 
tary contribntions  of  the  States.     Worse  than  depend- 
ing* upon  the  voluntary  contributions^  it  will  be  left  to 
the   gratuitous  leavings,  to  the  elemosynary  crumbs, 
urhich  remain  upon  the  table  after  the  feast  of  the  States 
is  over.     God  grant  they  may  not  prove  to  be  the  feasts 
of  the  Lapithae  and  CenUurs!     But  the  States  will  be 
served  first;  and  what  remains  may  go  to  the  objects  of 
common  defence  and  national  concern  for  which  the 
c4Hifederacy  was  framed,  and  for  which  the  power  of 
raising  money  was  confided  to  Congress.     The  distribu- 
tioa  bills  will  be  passed  first,  and  the  appropriation  bills 
afterwards;  and  every  appropriation  will  be  cut  down 
to  the  lowest  point,  and  kept  off*  to  the  last  moment. 
To  stave  oflTas  long  as  possible,  to  reduce  as  low  as  pos- 
sible, to  defeat  whenever  possible,  will  be  the  tactics  of 
federal  legislation;  and  when  at  last  some  object  of 
national  expenditure  has  miraculously  run  the  gauntlet 
of  all  these  assaults,  and  escaped  the  perils  of  these 
multiplied  dangers,  behold  the  enemy  still  ahead,  and 
the  recapture  which  awaits  the  devoted  appropriation, 
in  the  shape  of  an  unexpended  balance,  on  the  first  day 
of  Januaiy  then  next  ensuing.    Thus  it  is  already:  dis- 
tribution has  occupied  us  all  the  session.    A  proposition 
to  amend  the  constitution,  to  enable  us  to  make  the 
division,  was  brotight  in  in  the  first  month  of  the  session. 
The  land  bill  followed,  and  engrossed  months,  to  the 
exclusion  of  national  defence.     Then  came  the  deposite 
scheme,  which  absorbs  the  remainder  of  the  session. 
For  nearly  seven  months  we  hsve  been  occupied  with 
distribution,  and  the  Senate  has  actually  passed  two  bills 
to  effect  the  same  object,  and  to  divide  the  same  identical 
money.     Two  bills  to  divide  money,  while  one  bill  can- 
not be  got  through  for  the  great  objects  of  national  de- 
fence named  in  the  constitution.    We  are  now  near  the 
end  of  the  seventh  month  of  the  session.   The  day  named 
by  the  Senate  for  the  termination  of  the  session  is  long 
passed  by;  the  dsy  fixed  by  the  two  Houses  is  close  at 
hand.     The  year  is  half  gone,  and  the  season  for  labor 
largely  lost;  yet  what  is  the  state  of  the  general,  national, 
and  most  essential  appropriations?    Not  a  shilling  is  yet 
voted  for  fortifications;  not  a  shilling  for  the  ordnance; 
nothing  for  filling  the  empty  ranks  of  the  skeleton  army; 
nothing  for  the  new  Indian  treaties;  nothing  for  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  Cumberland  road;  nothing  for  rebuilding 
the  burnt  down  Treasury;  nothing  for  the  custom-house 
in  New  Qrleansf  nothing  for  extinguishing  the  rights  of 
privste  corporators  in  the  Louisville  canal,  and  making 
that  great  thorouglifare  free  to  the  commerce  of  the 
l¥est;  nothing  for  the  western  srmory,  and  arsenals  in  the 
States  which  have  none;  nothing  for  the  extension  of 
the  circuit  court  system  to  the  new  States  of  the  West 
and  Southwest;  nothing  for  improving  the  mint  machin- 
ery; nothing  for  keeping  the  mints  regularly  supplied 
with  metals  for  coining;  nothing  for  the  new  marine 
hospitals;  nothing  for  the  expenses  of  the  visiters  now 
gone  to  the  Military  Academy;  nothing  for  the  chain  of 
posts  and  the  military  road  along  the  western  and  north- 
western frontier.    All  these,  and  a  long  list  of  other 
objects,  remain  without'a  cent  to  this  day;  and  those  who 
hsve  kept  them  off  now  coolly  turn  upon  us,  and  say 
the  money  cannot  be  expended  if  appropriated,  and 
that,  on  tlie  first  of  January,  it  must  fall  into  the  surplus 
fund  to  be  divided.     Of  the  bills  passed,  many  of  the 
roost  essential  character  have  been  delayed  for  months, 
to  the  great  injury  of  individuals  and  of  the  public 
service.   Clerks  and  salaried  officers  have  been  borrow- 


ing money  at  usury  to  support  their  families,  while  we* 
wholly  absorbed  with  dividing  surpluses,  were  with- 
holding from  them  their  stipulated  wages.  Laborers  at 
Harper's  Ferry  armory  have  been  without  money  to  go 
to  market  /or  their  families,  and  some  have  lived  three 
weeks  without  meat,  because  we  must  attend  to  the 
distribution  bills  before  we  can  attend  to  the  pay 
bills.  Disbursing  officers  have  raised  money  on  their 
own  account,  to  supply  the  want  of  appropriations. 
Even  the  annual  Indian  annuity  bill  has  but  just  got 
through;  the  Indians  even — ^the  poor  Indians,  as  they 
were  wont  to  be  called— even  they  have  had  to  wait,  in 
want  and  misery,  for  the  annual  stipends  solemnly 
guarantied  by  treaties.  All  this  has  already  taken  place 
under  the  deplorable  influence  of  the  distribution  spirit; 
but  this  is  not  all  that  has  taken  place.  Something 
more  ominous  yet  has  occurred;  something  which  an- 
nounces a  fundamental  change  in  the  policy  of  the 
Senate,  and  the  approaching  abandonment  of  the  great 
objects  for  which  the  confederacy  was  framed.  We  all 
recollect,  and  the  country  also  will  recollect,  the  two 
months  in  the  fore  part  of  this  session  spent  in  crimina- 
tion and  recrimination  for  the  loss  of  the  fortification  bill 
of  the  last  year.  We  all  recollect,  and  if  we  did  not» 
the  published  speeches  would  remind  us,  how  emulous- 
ly  we  vied  with  each  other  in  patriotic  protestations,  in 
repudisting  blame  for  the  loss  of  that  bill,  and  in  favor 
of  national  defence.  We  all  remember,  and  if  we  did 
not,  the  journal  will  testify  for  us,  how  unanimously  we 
adopted  a  resolution  to  devote  the  revenue  and  the 
stock  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  Ststes,  and  all  that 
the  object  required,  to  the  sacred  task  of  preparing,i  in 
time  of  peace,  for  a  state  of  war;  and  how  we  called 
upon  the  President  to  order  reports  to  be  made  to  us 
frpm  the  War  and  Navy  Departments,  to  apprize  us  of 
all  that  was  wanting.  This  was  in  February;  the  answers 
came  in  March,  and  showed  us  that  more  would  be 
wanting  than  all  the  surpluses  would  ever  supply.  In- 
continently, upon  the  view  of  these  reports,  the  tone  of 
the  Senate  changed:  and  these  objects  of  national  de- 
fence, which  had  so  late  received  the  homage  of  their 
appUuse,  and  the  pledge  of  their  support,  became  use- 
less, ridiculous,  extravagant,  visionary  projects!  They 
were  no  longer  w^orth  attention,  and  to  attack  and  decry 
them  has  now  become  the  fashion.  Not  a  cent  is  yet 
appropriated;  and  by  this  new-fangled  conception  of  a 
distribution  bill— this  lease,  entry,  and  ouster  concern — 
whatever  is  appropriated  is  to  be  recaptured  on  the  first 
day  of  January  next.  Here  is  the  resolution  which  we 
adopted  in  February,  which  will  show  how  the  question 
of  national  defence  stood  then;  the  votes  and  speeches 
for  a  month  past  will  show  how  it  stands  now: 

*'  JResolvedt  That  so  much  of  the  revenue  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  dividends  of  stock  receivable  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  may  be  necessary  for 
the  purpose,  ought  to  be  set  apart  and  applied  to  the 
general  defence  and  permanent  security  of  the  country. 

««  Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  cause 
the  Senate  to  be  informed — 

«<1.  The  probable  amount  that  would  be  necessary 
for  fortifying  the  lake,  maritime,  and  gulf  frontiers  of  the 
United  States,  and  such  points  of  the  land  frontier  as 
may  require  permanent  fortifications. 

"2.  The  probable  amount  that  would  be  necessary 
to  construct  an  adequate  number  of  armories  and  arsenals 
in  the  United  States,  and  to  supply  the  States  with  field 
artillery  (especially  brass  field-pieces)  for  their  militia, 
and  with  side-arms  and  pistols  for  their  cavalry. 

«  3.  The  probable  amount  that  would  be  necessary  to 
supply  the  United  States  with  the  ordnsnce,  arms,  and 
munitions  of  war,  which  a  proper  regard  to  self-defence 
would  require  to  be  always  on  hand. 

"4.  The  probable  amount  that  would  be  necessary 
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to  place  the  naval  defences  of  the  United  States  (In- 
cluding the  increase  of  the  najry,  navy  yards,  dock  yands, 
and  steam  or  floating  batteries)  upon  the  footing  of 
strength  and  respectability  which  is  due  to  the  security 
and  to  the  welfare  of  the  Union." 

The  progress  which  the  distribution  spirit  has  made  in 
advancing  be)  ond  its  own  pretensions,  is  a  striking  fea- 
ture in  the  history  of  the  case,  and  ominous  of  what  may 
be  expected  from  its  future  exactions.  Originally  the 
proposition  was  to  divide  the  surplus.  It  was  the  sur- 
plus, and  nothing  but  the  surplus,  which  was  to  be 
taken;  that  bonafide  and  inevitable  surplus  which  re- 
mained after  all  the  defences  were  provided  for,  and  all 
needed  appropriations  fully  made.  Now  the  defences 
are  postponed  and  decried;  the  needful  appropriations 
are  rejected,  stinted,  and  deferred,  till  they  cannot  be 
used;  and,  instead  of  the  surplus,  it  is  the  integral  reve- 
nue, it  is  the  money  in  the  Treasury,  it  is  the  money  ap- 
propriated by  law,  which  is  to  be  seized  upon  and  divi- 
ded out.  It  is  the  unexpended  balances  which  are  now 
the  object  of  all  desire  and  the  prize  of  meditated  distri- 
bution. The  word  surplus  is  not  in  the  bill !  that  word, 
which  has  figured  in  so  many  speeches,  which  has  been 
the  subject  of  so  much  speculation^  which  has  been  the 
cause  of  so  much  delusion  in  the  public  mind,  and 
of  SQ  much  excited  hope;  that  word  is  not  in  the  bill !  It 
is  carefully,  studiously,  systematically  excluded,  and  a 
form  of  expression  is  adopted  to  cover  all  the  money  in 
the  Treasury,  a  small  sum  excepted,  although  appro- 
priated by  law  to  the  most  sacred  and  necessary  objects. 
A  recapture  of  the  appropriated  money  is  intended;  and 
thus  the  very  identical  money  which  we  appropriate  at 
this  session  is  to  be  seized  upon  on  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary, torn  away  from  the  objects  to  which  it  was 
dedicated,  and  absorbed  in  the  fund  for  general  distribu- 
tion. And  why?  because  the  cormorant  appetite  of  dis- 
tribution grows  as  it  feeds,  and  becomes  more  ravenous 
as  it  gorges.  It  set  out  for  the  surplus;  now  it  takes  the 
unexpended  balances,  save  five  millions;  next  year  it 
will  take  all.  But  it  is  sufficient  to  contemplate  the 
thing  as  it  is;  it  is  sufficient  to  contemplate  this  bill  as 
seizing  upon  the  unexpended  balances  on  the  first  day 
of  Januaiy,  regardless  of  the  objects  to  which  they  are 
appropriated;  and  to  witness  its  effect  upon  the  laws,  the 
policy,  and  the  existence  of  the  Federal  Government. 

In  the  first  place,  the  appropriation  laws  are  nullified, 
to  the  extent  of  one  half  at  least;  for  we  all  know  that 
the  appropriations  of  a  session,  and  especially  the  long 
session,  and  above  all  the  present  session,  when  appro- 
priations are  systematically  staved  off  to  prevent  them 
from  being  used— we  all  know  that,  under  these  circum- 
stances, about  one  half  the  money  appropriated  by  law 
remains  unexpended  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  is  in- 
tended to  be  used  during  the  ensuing  year.  We  all 
know  that  the  fiscal  year  of  the  United  States  does  not 
end  in  December,  but  in  September;  we  know  that  the 
work  and  the  service  is  to  go  on,  and  the  money  to  be 
paid  as  It  becomes  due,  without  regard  to  the  change  of 
the  calendar  years.  Two  years  is  the  limitation  for  an 
appropriation  to  run;  and  this  principle,  reasonable  in 
itself,  is  consecrated  by  law  for  forty  years.  Sir,  we 
have  law  upon  this  subject;  law  founded  in  reason, 
adapted  to  the  usages  of  work  and  service,  made  by  our 
ancestors,  and  now  standing  in  full  force  upon  our  statute 
book.  I  allude  to  the  law  of  March  Sd,  1795,  approved 
by  President  Washington;  and  by  which  the  appropria- 
tions which  were  not  exhausted  upon  their  object  within 
two  calendar  years,  after  the  year  in  which  they  are 
made,  should  then  be  considered  as  a  surplus,  and  be  car- 
ried tcfa  fund  denominated  the  surplus  ftinu;  and  thence 
beeome  applicable  to  new  and  national  objects.  Here  are 
the  provisions  of  the  actr 

**  That  in  regard  to  any  sum  which  shall  have  remained 


unexpended,  upon  any  appropriation  other  than  for  the 
public  debt,  &.C.,  or  for  a  purpose  in  resf^ect  to  whicb  a 
longer  daration  is  specially  assigned  by  lav,  for  more 
than  two  years  after  the  expiration  of  the  calendar  ^t^r 
in  which  the  act  of  appropriation  shall  have  been  passrd, 
such  appropriation  shall  be  deemed  to  have  ceased  tnd 
been  determined;  and  the  sum  so  unexpended  shall  ht 
carried  to  an  account  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury,  to 
be  denominated  the  surplus  fund.  But  no  appropmtton 
shall  be  deemed  to  have  so  ceased  and  determined  until 
afler  the  year  1795,  unless  it  shall  appear  to  the  Secre- 
tary  of  the  Treasury  that  the  object  thereof  h»th 
been  fully  satisfied,  in  which  case  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
him  to  cause  to  be  oarried  the  unexpended  resdue 
thereof  to  the  said  account  of  the  surplus  fund." 

This  is  the  law,  made  by  wise  men,  fouf»ded  hi  resson. 
Justice,  and  propriety.  This  is  the  law  by  virtue  of 
which  the  appropriation^  made  at  this  sesnon  would  con* 
tinue  for  two  calendHr  years  after  the  1st  daj-of  Janu«nr 
next;  yet  this  wise  and  ancient  law  is  to  be  subverted, 
overthrown,  nullified.  Instead  of  two  years  from  the 
first  of  January  next,  it  is  at  midnight  on  the  31st  of  De- 
cember next  that  the  unexpended  balances,  without 
regard  to  the  objects  to  which  they  are  applicable,  ire 
to  be  seized,  sequestered,  confiscated,  plundered  from 
the  Federal  Government,  and  given  to  the  SUtes.  Tb« 
leaving  of  five  millions  is  nothing;  the  unexpended  bal- 
ances will  be  double  or  treble  that  amount.  Tlie  taking 
any  part  is  asserting  the  rig^t,  and  making  the  prece- 
dent for  taking  the  whole.  Even  these  five  millions, 
they  are  left  from  policy,  aad  because  it  is  not  discreet 
to  go  the  whole  at  once.  Even  on  this  remnant  the 
friends  of  distribution  divide  in  opinion  on  this  floor, 
some  saying  two  millions,  [Mr.  Wxarrsa,]  some  saying 
five,  [Mr.  Calhoun;]  and  this  last  sum  is  erideoOy  left 
from  policy. 

Such,  then,  is  the  progress  of  the  distribation  spirit; 
a  cormorant  appetite,  growing  as  it  feeds,  ravening  a*  ^ 
gorges;  seizing  the  appropriated  moneys,  and  lesTing 
the  Federal  Government  to  starve  upon  crtimbs,  snd  to 
die  of  inanition.     But  this  appetite  is  not  the  sole  cause 
for  this  seizure.     There  is  another  reason  for  it,  con- 
nected with  the  movements  in  this  chamber,  and  found- 
ed in  the  deep-seated  law  of  self-preservation.     For  six 
months  the  public  mind  has  been  stimulated  with  the 
story  of  sixty  millions  of  surplus  money  in  the  Tresaunr; 
and  two  months  ago,  we,  the  grave  Senate  of  the  Uni- 
ted SUtes,  carried  the  rash  Joke  of  that  illusory  ^sst^^ 
ration  so  far  as  to  pass  a  bill  to  commence  the  distribu- 
tion of  that  vast  sum.     It  was  the  land  bill  which  vas  to 
do  it,  commencing  its  swelling  dividends  on  the  1st  dty 
of  July,  dealing  them  out  every  ninety  days,  and  com- 
pleting the  splendid  distribution  of  prises,  in  the  sixty- 
four  million  lottery,  in  eighteen  months  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  drawing.     It  was  two  months  ago 
that  we  passed  this  bill;  and  all  attempts  then  msde  to 
convince  the  people  that  they  were  deluded,  were  «'« 
and  useless.     Sixty-four  millions  they  were  promiscaf 
sixty-four  millions  they  were  to  have,  sixty-four  mWHom 
they  began  to  want;  and  slates  and  pencils  were  just  af 
busy  then  in  figuring  out  the  dividends  of  the  six»y-ft»«^f 
millions,  to  begin  on  the  1st  of  July,  as  they  now  are  in 
figuring  'out  the  dividends  under  the  forty,  fifty,  m« 
sixty  millions,  which  are  to  begin  on  the  1st  of  January 
next.     And  now  behold  the  end  of  the  first  chapter. 
The  1st  of  July  is  come,  but  the  sixty-four  millions  «f« 
not  in  the  Treasury!    It  is  not  there?  and  any  attempt 
to  commence  the  distribution  of  that  sum,  according  to 
the  terms  of  the  land  bill,  would  bankrupt  the  Treasury, 
stop  the  Government,  and  cause  Congress  to  becaitea 
together,  to  levy  taxes  or  make  loans.    So  much  for  tbe 
land  bill,  which  two  months  ago  received  all  the  pr*'^ 
whicb  are  now  bestowed  upon  the  deposite  biil>   So 
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the  drawing  had  to  be  postponed,  the  performance  had 
\o  be  adjourned,  and  the  1st  of  January  was  substituted 
for  the  ist  of  July.  This  f^ives  six  ntonths  to  pfo  upon, 
&nd  defers  the  catastrophe  of  the  mountain  in  labor  until 
the  presidential  election  is  over.  Still  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary must  come;  and  the  ridicule  would  be  too  great,  if 
there  was  nothing,  or  next  to  nothing,  to  divide.  And 
nothing,  or  next  to  nothing,  there  would  be,  if  the  sp- 
propriaiions  were  fairly  made,  and  made  in  time,  and  if 
nothing  but  a  surplus  was  left  to  divide.  There  would 
be  no  more  in  the  deposite  banks,  in  that  event,  than 
hks  usually  been  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  ~ say 
ten,  or  twelve,  or  ft)urteen,  or  sixteen  millions;  and 
from  which,  in  the  hands  of  a  single  bank,  none  of  those 
dangers  to  the  country  were  then  seen  which  are  now 
discovered  in  like  ^ms  in  three  dozen  unconnected  and 
iiKlependent  banks.  Even  aAer  all  the  delays  and  re- 
ductions in  the  dppropriationA,  the  surplus  will  now  be 
but  a  trifle— such  a  trifle  as  mu^t  expose  to  ridicule, 
or  something  worse,  all  those  who  have  tantalized  the 
public  with  the  expectation  of  forty,  fifty,  or  sixiy  mil- 
lions to  divide.  To  avoid  this  fate,  and  to  make  up 
something  for  distribution,  then,  the  unexpended  bal- 
ances have  been  fallen  upon;  the  law  of  1795  is  nullifi- 
ed; the  fiscal  year  is  changed;  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
nw?nt  subverted;  reason,  justice,  propriety  outraged; 
Ml  contracts,  labor,  service,  salaries  cut  oflT,  interrupted, 
or  reduced;  appropriations  recaptured,  and  the  Govern- 
ment paralyzed.  Sir,  the  people  are  deceived.  They 
are  made  to  believe  that  a  surplus  only,  an  unavoidable 
surplus,  is  to  be  divided,  when  the  fact  is  that  appropri- 
ated moneys  are  to  be  seized. 

Sir,  1  am  opposed  to  the  whole  policy  of  this  meas- 
ure. I  am  opposed  to  it  as  going  to  sap  the  foundations 
of  the  Federal  Government,  and  to  undo  the  constitu- 
tion, and  that  by  evasion,  in  the  very  point  for  which 
the  constitution  was  made.  What  is  that  point'  A  Treas- 
ur}!  a  Treasury!  a  Treasury  of  its  own,  unconnected 
^ih,  and  independent  of,  the  States.  It  was  fur  this 
that  wise  and  patriotic  men  wrote,  and  spoke,  and  pray- 
ed, for  the  fourteen  years  that  intervened  from  the  de- 
claration of  independence,  in  1776,  to  the  formation  of 
the  constitution  in  1789.  It  was  for  this  that  so  many 
tppeals  were  made,  so  many  eflTurts  exerted,  so  many 
fruitless  attempts  so  long  repeated,  to  obtain  from  the 
States  the  power  of  raising  revenue  from  imports.  It 
was  for  this  that  the  convention  of  1787  met,  and  but 
for  this  they  n^vtr  would  have  met.  The  formation  of 
i  federal  Treasur)',  unconnected  with  the  States,  and  in- 
dependent of  the  States,  was  the  cause  of  the  meeting 
of  that  convention;  it  was  the  great  object  of  its  labors; 
it  was  the  point  to  which  all  its  exertions  tended,  and  it 
was  the  point  at  which  failure  would  have  been  the  fail- 
ure of  the  whole  object  of  the  meeting,  of  the  whole 
frame  of  the  General  Government,  and  of  the  whole  de- 
sign of  the  constitution.  With  infinite  labor,  pains,  and 
diificuhy,  they  succeeded  in  erecting  the  edifice  of  the 
federal  Treasury;  we,  not  builders,  but  destroyers,  ••ar- 
chitects of  ruin,"  undo  in  a  night  what  they  acconiplish- 
ed  in  many  years.  We  expunge  the  federal  Treasury; 
we  throw  the  Federal  Government  back  upon  the  States 
for  supplies;  we  unhinge  and  undo  the  constitution;  and 
we  eflect  our  purpose  by  an  artifice  which  derides, 
mocks,  ridicules  that  sacred  instrument,  and  opens  the 
wiy  to  its  perpetual  evasion  by  every  paltry  performer 
that  is  able  to  dethrone  one  word,  and  exalt  another  in 
its  pUce.  With  such  objections  to  the  thing  itself,  and 
to  the  manner  of  doing  it,  it  would  seem  to  be  superer- 
ogatory to  go  into  other  objections;  but  there  are  other 
objections  to  the  measure  worthy  of  being  mentioned  in 
themselves,  and  still  more  as  showing  the  true  character 
of  this  measure,  that  of  a  distribution  under  the  name  of 
ft  deposite. 


The  assignability  of  these  certificates  is  one  of  these 
objections.  They  are  to  be  assigned,  when  necessary, 
to  meet  appropriations  made  by  Congress,  and  then  to 
bear  five  per  cent,  interest,  payable  half  yearly.  As  a 
reality,  it  is  injurious,  and  may  be  offensive  to  the  States. 
No  one  likes  to  have  his  note  assigned,  especially  when 
the  assigmfient  raises  an  interest  where  there  was  none 
before,  and  which  interest  is  higher  than  others  would 
require.  The  States  of  this  Union  can  borrow  money 
for  less  thsn  five  per  cent.  They  can  borrow  it  for  four, 
payable  yearly,  in  England  and  Holland  certainly,  and 
probably  in  France.  They  can  borrow  the  gold,  bring 
it  home,  clear  two  per  cent,  upon  the  importation  in 
the  present  state  of  the  exchanges,  and  keep  it  as  long 
as  they  please — ^twenty,  thirty,  forty  years.  Surely,  if 
States  wish  to  borrow  money,  England  and  Holland  are 
the  places  to  obtain  it;  and  a  direct  movement  is  the 
way  to  get  it.  As  a  reality,  then,  this  deposite  loan  is  a 
burden  and  a  hardship;  but  it  is  no  reality;  it  is  no  real 
transaction;  but  a  fiction,  a  contrivance,  a  subterfuge, 
an  evasion  to  elude  the  constitution.  The  certificates 
are  never  to  be  assigned.  The  contingency  on  which  the 
assignment  is  to  be  made  will  never  arrive.  No  appro- 
priation requiring  it  to  be  done  will  ever  be  made. 
That  appropriation  would  have  to  be  made  by  Congress; 
the  members  of  Congress  represent  the  States,  not  the 
Federal  Government;  and  their  first  care  will  be  to  de- 
fend their  own  constituents.  They  will  not  vote  money 
to  become  a  charge  upon  their  own  State  treasuries,  to 
be  raised  by  a  tax  on  the  lands,  houses,  slaves,  horses, 
and  cattle,  of  their  own  constituents.  Either  they  will 
not  make  the  appropriation  at  all,  or  they  will  first  can- 
cel the  assignabiltiy  of  the  certificate,  and  have  recourse 
to  an  increased  tariff,  and  to  higher  prices  on  the  public 
lands. 

I  object  to  the  time  at  which  this  distribution  is  to  be 
made.  It  is  not  the  time  at  which  such  a  thing  should  - 
be  done,  if  tlone  at  xU.  There  is  no  necessity  for  acting 
now,  if  ever,  and  we  are  on  the  eve  of  a  presidential 
election.  It  is  an  evil  example,  which  may  be  approved 
to  dreadful  effect  at  future  elections.  In  times  less  pure, 
less  virtuous,  less  patriotic  than  the  present,  the  presi- 
dential chair,  like  consular  robes,  may  be  sought  through 
the  instrumentality  of  largesses  poured  from  the  public 
Treasury,  in  emulous  profusion,  by  the  rival  hands  of 
desperate  competitors.  Let  it  never  be  forgotten  that 
the  contests  for  office,  which  ended  in  auctioneering  the 
diadem  of  empire  in  Rome,  commenced  with  the  appa- 
rently innocent  custom  of  dividing  out  corn  from  the 
public  granaries. 

I  object  to  the  time  for  another  reason.  There  Is  no 
necessity  to  set  at  all  upon  this  subject,  at  this  session  of 
Cfmgress.  The  distribution  is  not  to  take  eflTect  until 
af\er  we  are  in  session  again,  and  when  the  true  state  of 
the  Treasury  shall  be  known.  Its  true  state  cannot  be 
known  now;  but  enough  is  known  to  make  it  question- 
able whether  there  will  be  any  surplus,  requiring  a  spe- 
cific disposition,  over  and  beyond  the  wants  of  the  coun- 
try. Many  appropriations' are  yet  behind;  two  Indian 
wars  are  yet  to  be  finished;  when  the  wars  are  over,  the 
vanquished  Indians  are  to  be  removed  to  the  West ;  and 
when  there,  either  the  Federal  Government  or  the 
States  must  raise  a  force  to  protect  the  people  from 
them.  Twenty-five  thousand  Creeks,  seven  thousand 
Seminoles,  eighteen  thousand  Cherokees,  and  others, 
making  a  totality  of  seventy-two  thousand,  are  to  be  re- 
moved; and  the  expenses  of  removal,  and  the  year's 
subsistence  afterwards,  is  close  upon  seventy  dollars  per 
head.  It  is  a  problem  whether  there  will  be  any  sur- 
plus worth  disposing  of.  The  surplus  party  themselves 
admit  there  will  be  a  disappointment  unless  they  go  be- 
yond the  surplus,  and  seize  the  'appropriated  moneys. 
Thfe  Senator  from  New  York  [%lr.  Wwoax]  has  made 
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in  ezpoBition,  m  candid  and  perspicuoua  aa  it  ia  patriotic 
and  unanswerable,  showing  that  there  will  be  an  excess 
of  appropriations  over  the  money  in  the  Treasury  on  the 
day  that  we  adjourn,  and  that  we  shall  have  to  depend 
upon  the  accruing  revenue  of  the  remainder  of  the  year 
to  meet  the  demands  which  we  authorize.  This  is  the 
state  of  the  surplus  question:  problematical,  -debatable; 
the  weight  of  the  evidence  and  the  strength  of  the  argu- 
ment entirely  against  it;  time  enough  to  ascertain  the 
truth,  and  yet  a  determioation  to  reject  all  evidence, 
refuse  all  time,  rush  on  to  the  object,  and  divide  the 
money,  cost  what  it  may  to  the  constitution,  the  Govern- 
ment, the  good  of  the  States,  and  the  purity  of  elections. 
The  catastrophe  of  the  land  bill  project  ought  certainly 
to  be  a  warning  to  us.  Two  months  ago  it  was  pushed 
through,  as  the  only  means  of  saving  the  country,  as  the 
blessed  act  which  was  to  save  the  republic.  It  was  to 
commence  on  the  first  day  of  July  its  magnificent  opera- 
tion of  distributing  sixty-four  millions;  now  it  lies  a 
corpse  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  a  monument  of 
haste  and  folly,  its  very  authors  endeavoring  to  super- 
sede it  by  another  measure,  because  it  could  not  take 
eflTect  without  ruining  the  country,  and,  what  is  equally 
important  to  them,  ruining  themselves. 

Admitting  that  the  year  produces  more  revenue  than 
IS  wanting,  is  it  wise,  is  it  statesmanlike,  Is  it  consonant 
with  our  experience,  to  take  fright  at  the  event,  and 
throw  the  money  away .'  Did  we  not  have  forty  millions 
of  income  in  the  year  1817'  and  did  we  not  have  an 
empty  Treasury  in  1819^  instead  of  taking  fright  and 
throwing  the  money  away,  the  statesman  ahould  look 
into  the  cause  of  things;  he  should  take  for  his  motto 
the  prayer  of  Virgil:  Ct^o'cere  causa  rerum.  Let  me 
know  the  cause  of  things  <md*  learning  this  cause,  act 
acccordingly.  If  the  redundant  supply  is  accidental 
and  transient,  it  wilt  quickly  correct  itself;  if  founded 
in  laws,  alter  them.  This  is  the  part  not  merely  of  wis- 
dom, but  of  common  sense.  It  was  the  conduct  of 
1817,  when  the  excessive  supply  waa  seen  to  be  the 
eflTect  of  transient  causes — termination  of  the  war  and 
efflorescence  of  the  paper  system — ^and  left  to  correct 
itself,  which  it  did  in  two  years.  It  should  be  the  con- 
duct now,  when  the  excessive  income  is  seen  to  be  the 
effect  of  the  laws  and  the  paper  system  combined,  and 
when  legislation  or  regulation  is  necessary  to  correct  it. 
Reduction  of  the  taria;  reduction  of  the  price  of  land 
to  actual  settlers;  rejection  of  bank  paper  from  univer- 
sal receivability  for  public  dues;  these  are  the  remedies. 
After  all,  the  whole  evil  may  be  found  in  a  single  cause, 
and  the  whole  remedy  may  be  seen  in  a  single  measure. 
The  public  lands  are  exchangeable  for  paper.  Seven 
hundred  and  fitly  mschines  are  at  work  striking  off 
paper;  that  paper  is  performing  the  grand  rounds,  from 
the  banks  to  the  public  lands,  .and  from  the  lands  to  the 
banks.  Every  body,  especinlly  a  public  man,  may  take 
as  much  as  his  trunks  can  carry.  The  public  domain  is 
changing  into  paper;  the  public  Treasury  is  filling  up 
with  paper;  the  new  States  are  deluged  with  paper;  the 
currency  is  ruining  with  paper;  farmers,  settlers,  culti- 
vators, are  outbid,  deprived  of  their  selected  homes,  or 
made  to  pay  double  for  them,  by  public  men  loaded, 
not  like  Philip's  ass,  with  b<igs  of  gold,  but  like  bank 
advocates,  with  bales  of  paper.  Sir,  the  evil  is  in  the 
unbridled  state  of  the  paper  system,  and  in  the  uncheck- 
ed receivability  of  paper  fur  federal  dues.  Here  is  the 
evil.  Banks  are  our  masters;  not  one,  but  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty!  and  thts^plendid  federal  Congress,  like 
a  chained  and  chastised  slave,  lies  helpless  and  power- 
less at  their  feet. 

Thus  far,  Mr.  President,  I  have  contemplated  this 
measure  in  its  effects  upon  the  Federal  Government;  now 
let  us  turn  our  eyes  to  the  Statea,  and  see  what  is  to  be  its 
effect  upon  them.    In  the  very  outset,  it  is  to  them  ^e 


golden  apple  which  the  Goddess  of  Discord  rolled  tsret 
the  festive  board;  contend  for  it,  and  fraud  and  eomias 
award  the  priie.     Elections  in  every  county,  lepJaiJM 
upt»n  every  subject,  fall  within  its  vortex.     Projerti  of 
all  kinds  spring  up:  the  people  get  notlaiog.    Assoeiatrd 
wealth,  joint  stock  companies,  chartered  iiiooopo|i«» 
paper    barons.    South    Sea    bubbles,  «nd    Wanm^ 
schemes,  take  it  all.     The  counties  will  in  vsan  ask  bt 
their  share:  if  they  get  it,  the  townships  will  'm  vain  kk 
licit  their  proportion  from  the  county.     If  perchsne? 
the  township  obtained  its    ratable  share,   then  some 
projector  of  that  township  would  get  all  to  bimselC 
••  The  large  fiah  eat  the  amall  ones."    On  the  cootrsrf, 
if  the  whole  sum  is  fairly  divided  among  tlie  whole  pop- 
ulation, and  every  head  of  a  family  geU  what  he  is  en- 
titled tn,  what  ia  it  then  but  the  spectacle  of  a  peopk 
pensioned  by  the  Federal  Government,  fed  from  tlie 
public  Treasury,  like  degenerate  Romans,  or  receiTiitf 
annuities  like  mendicant  Indians^    Sir,  there  'w  no  ri^iit 
way  to  do  this  thing.     It  is  a  connexion  against  nstun 
between  the  States  and  the  Federal  Government;  sik!. 
like  all  unnatural  connexions,  must  end  in  misery  saJ 
mischief  to  both  parties. 

A  word  to  the  small  States.  They  have  cone  i&to 
this  measure  upon  the  tempting  advantage  of  <I<K]6|e 
ahares,  a  share  for  their  Senators  as  well  as  fbrtbeit 
Representatives !  That  is  some  advantage  for  them;  but 
do  they  see  they  have  no  security  for  it  in  future  diti- 
sions^  It  is  the  rule  of  division  put  into  the  pMpo«cd 
amendment  of  the  constitution  by  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhouv;]  there  it  would  Inn 
been  safe.  If  the  constitution  had  been  amended,  ts 
proposed,  they  would  have  had  their  security;  botithi« 
not  been  amended,  but  evaded.  A  word  is  chtnged^ 
the  constitution  is  dodged;  and  the  small  Stata  licit 
the  mercy  of  the  large  ones  in  all  future  distributioo^- 
Not  only  in  the  rule  of  distribution,  which  will  soon  be 
changed;  first,  to  bear  on  all  the  amall  States  by  taking 
away  the  divisions  for  Senators;  and  next,  to  bear  ontii 
the  slave  States  by  counting  only  the  white  population. 
Not  only  in  changing  the  role  will  the  small  States  be 
injured,  but  by  snother  and  more  vexatious  process;  it 
will  be  in  the  appropriations.  The  large  States  sake 
the  appropriations,  and  will  take  care  of  themsekfi. 
Twice  they  will  take  the  lion's  share;  once  by  appropri- 
ations, when  their  strength  will  enable  them  to  tike 
what  they  please;  again,  by  distribution,  when  tbeir 
numbers  will  give  them  nearly  all  the  remainder. 

A  word  to  the  States  in  which  revenue  is  to  be  niied. 
We  hsve  no  revenue  but  from  land  and  imports.  Tte 
new  States  contain  the  land,  the  planting  States  to  the 
South  furnish  the  exports  which  bring  home  the  imports 
which  furnish  the  duties.  The  West  and  South,  then, 
are  to  bear  the  burdens  of  a  revenue  which  others  m 
to  share  more  largely  than  themselres.  To  keep  «p 
and  to  increase  that  revenue  will  be  the  care  of  the  m* 
jority.  Farewell  now  to  all  prospect  of  reduction  in  tbe 
price  of  public  lands;  farewell  to  pre-emptions — ^to  oc* 
cupant  rights— to  grants  to  States  and  colleges — to  ill 
equitable  settlement, of  Frencli  and  Spanish  concessions. 
Farewell  to  all  that!  Hail  to  the  new  Uriff !  to  tbit 
tariff  which  the  elections  of  Jackson  and  Van  Buren 
laid  low  in  1832;  and  which  in  1840,  and  under  the  mi' 
ternal  incubation  of  this  miscalled  deposite  bill,  wiii 
spring  forth  from  the  thigh  of  its  father,  like  the  fabu> 
lous  offspring  of  Jupiter,  full  grown  and  armed,  helmet 
on  the  brow  and  lance  in  the  hand . 

Sir,  I  can  see  nothing  but  evil,  turn  on  which  sde  I 
may,  from  this  fatal  scheme  of  dividing  money;  nttt  suh 
plus  money,  but  appropriated  funds;  not  by  »n  siaend* 
ment,  but  by  a  derisory  evasion  of  the  constitution. 
Where  is  it  to  end^  History  shows  us  that  thoaeviiQ 
begin  revolutions  never  end  them;  that  those  who  com- 
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mence  tnnoTations  never  limit  them.     Here  ii  a  great 
innovation,   constituting    in    reality — not    in  figure  of 
speech,  but  in  reality — a  revolution  in  the  form  of  our 
Government.     We  set  out  to  divide  the  surplus^  we 
are  now  dividing  the  appropriated  fundsl     To  prevent 
all  approprtationa  except  to  the  powerful  States*  will  be 
the  next  step;  and  the  small  States,  in  self-defence, 
must  oppose  all  appropriations,  and  go  for  a  division  of 
the  whole.    They  will  have  to  stand  together  in  the 
Senate,  and  oppose  all  appropriations.     It  will  not  do 
for  the  large  States  to  take  all  the  appropriations  first, 
and  the  bulk  of  the  distribution  afterwards;  and  there  will 
be  no  way  to  prevent  it  but  to  refuse  all  appropriations, 
divide  out  the  mone^  among  the  States,  and  let  each 
State  lay  it  out  for  itself.     A  new  surplus  party  will 
supersede  the  present  surplus  party,  as  successive  factions 
supersede  each  other  in  chaotic  revolutions.     They  will 
make  Congreaa  the  qua$tor  of  provinces,   to  collect 
money  for  the  States  to  administer.     This  will  be  their 
argument  I  the  States  know  best  what  they  need,  and 
an  lay  out  the  money  to  the  best  advantage,  and  to  suit 
themselves.     One  State  will  want  roads  and  no  canals, 
another  canals  and  no  roads;  one  will  want  forts,  an- 
ottier  troops;  one  wants  ships,  another  steam-cars;  one 
wants  high  schools,  another  low  schools;  one  is  for  the 
Mseful  arta,  another  is  for  the  fine  arts,  fur  lyceums, 
athenaeums,  museums,  arts,  statuary,  painting,  music; 
and  the  paper  State  will  want  all  for  hanks.     Thus 
will  things  go  on,  and  Congress  will  have  no  appropria- 
tion to  make,  except  to  the  President,  and  his  head 
clerks,  and  their  under  clerks.     Even  our  own  pay, 
fike  it  was  under  the  confederation,  may  be  remitted 
to  our  own  States.     The  eight  dollars  a  day  may  be 
voted  to  them,  and  supported  by  the  argument  that 
they  can  g^t   better  men  for  four  dollars  a  day,  and 
so  save  half  the  money,  and  have  their  work  better 
done.    Such  is  the  progress  in  this  road  to  ruin.     Sir,  I 
say  of  this  measure,  as  I  said  of  its  progenitor,  ihe  land 
bill:  if  I  could  be  willing  to  let  evil  pass,  that  good  might 
come  of  it,  I  should  be  willing  to  let  this  bill  pass.     A 
recoil,  a  reaction,  a  revulsion,  must  take  place.     This 
confederacy  cannot  go  to  ruin.     This  Union  has  a  plsce 
in  the  hearts  of  the  people  which  will  save  it  from  nulli- 
fication  in  disguise,  as  well  as  from   nullification  in 
arms.      One   word  of  myself.      It  is  now  ten  years 
since  schemes  of  distribution  were  broached  upon  this 
floor.      They  began   with  a  Senator  from  New  Jer- 
sey, now  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  [Mr.  DicKaasosr.] 
They  were  denounced  by  many  for  their  unconstitu- 
tionality, their  corrupting  tendencies,  and  their  fatal 
effects  upon  the  Federal  and  State  Governments.     1 
took  my  position  then,  have  stood  upon  it  during  alt  the 
modifications  of  the  original  scheme,  and  continue  stand- 
ing upon  it  now.     My  answer  then  was,  pay  the  public 
^ebt,  and  reduce  the  taxes;  my  answer  now  is,  provide 
for  the  public  defences,  reduce  the  taxes,  and  bridle 
the  paper  syatem.     On  this  ground  I  have  stood — on 
this  I  stand;  and  never  did  1  feel  more  satisfaction  and 
more  exultation  in  my  vote,  when  triumphant  in  num- 
bers, than  I  now  do  in  a  minority  of  six. 
When  Mr.  Bxirrov  had  concluded-— 
Mr.  RIVES  rose  and  spoke  with  great  energy  in  favor 
of  the  bill;'  expressed  his  approbation  of  the  removal  of 
the  depositee,  as  restoring  them  to  the  power  of  Con- 
gress; and  vindicated  the  portion  of  the  bill  relating;  to 
the  deposite  banks  aa  almost  wholly  free  from  objection. 
He  approved  the  portion  of  the  bill  in  regard  to  the 
Slate  deposites,  which  he  maintained  were  neither  a  loan 
nor  a  distribution.     He  expressed  his  utter  repugnance 
at  the  large  expenditures  proposed  by  Mr.  Wbioht; 
and  maintained  that  economy  is  absolutely  indispensable 
to  a  free  Government.     He  also  replied  to  various  ob- 
jections which  bad  been  made  to  the  bill.. 


Mr.  TALLMADGE  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate  to 
the  following  eflfect: 

Mr.  President,  it  is  no  affectation  in  me,  when  I  say 
it  was  not  my  intention  to  trouble  the  Senate  with  a  sin- 
gle word  on  this  all-important  subject.  After  various 
propositions  had  been  submitted  by  different  gentlemen, 
and  partially  discussed,  the  whole  matter  was  commit- 
ted, by  the  order  of  the  Senate,  to  a  select  committee  of 
nine,  composed  of  some  of  the  ablest  and  most  distin- 
guished members  of  this  body,  with  my  honorable  col- 
league [Mr.  Wrioht]  as  chairman.  This  committee, 
with  much  labor  and  ability,  digested  a  bill,  which  em- 
braced the  propositions  submitted  to  them,  and  pre- 
sented it  to  the  Senate  in  a  form  which  they  supposed 
would  meet  its  approbation.  Much  interesting  debate 
took  place  upon  its  different  provisions.  With  the  ex- 
ception uf  an  amendment,  which  I  offered  to  the  bill, 
and  which  I  shall  advert  to  in  the  course  of  my  remarks, 
I  contented  myself  with  being  a  silent  listener  to  the 
views  of  others,  rather  than  occupy  the  time  of  the  Sen- 
ate with  any  views  of  my  own.  1  was  content  to  rest 
the  correctness  of  my  course  upon  the  vote  which  I  in- 
tended to  give,  and  did  give,  in  favor  of  the  engross- 
ment of  the  bill.  That  vote  was  given  aAer  the  roatu- 
rest  reflection  and  most  anxious  deliberation.  My  hon- 
orable colleague  and  other  Senators  rested  their  votes 
upon  reasons  which  were  by  them  fully  assigned,  whilst 
I  was  willing  to  rest  mine  upon  what  appeared  to  me  to 
be  the  intrinsic  merits  of  the  bill,  without  regard  to  the 
reasons  of  my  own  mind,  which  led  to  the  result  of  my 
action.  Such  was  the  state  of  the  case,  when  the  ques- 
tion was  yesterday  taken  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  en- 
grossed, which  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  the  ex- 
traordinary and  almost  unanimous  vote  of  forty  to  six. 
In  this  stage  of  a  bill,  discussion  is  ordinarily  closed. 
When  we  adjourned  last  evening,  I  supposed  it  had 
closed  in  this  case;  but,  on  the  bill  being  called  up  this 
morning  for  a  third  reading,  my  honorable  colleague,  as 
it  was  perfectly  proper  for  him  to  do,  although  out  of  the 
usual  course,  renewed  the  debate  on  its  merits,  and  en- 
tered upon  a  justification  of  his  vote  of  yesterday  against 
the  engrossment  of  the  bill.  As  he  and  myself  diflPered  in 
our  votes  on  that  occasion,  and  as  he  has  to-day  assigned 
additional  reasons  for  his  course,  I  feel  myself  called 
upon,  not  without  great  reluctance,  to  assign  some  for 
my  own;  a  reluctance,  in  the  first  place,  in  feeling  con- 
strained to  differ  from  him  on  any  subject,  and,  in  the 
next  place,  in  feeling  obliged  to  break  the  silence  which 
I  usually  maintain  on  this  floor,  from  a  deep  conviction 
that,  except  on  special  occasions,  it  is  better  to  be  a 
listener  than  a  talker  here. 

On  many  of  the  important  subjects  which  have  been 
before  the  Senate,  and  in  the  discussion  of  which  I  have 
not  participated,  my  views  have  been  so  fully  and  ably 
expressed  by  my  honorable  colleague,  in  giving  utter- 
ance to  his  own,  that  I  have  contented  myself  with  a 
silent  vote.  I  have  sometimes  even  yielded  my  own  to 
his  better  judgment.  If,*  in  this  silence,  I  have  done 
any  injustice  to  myself,  I  hope  I  have  done  no  injustice 
to  my  constituents.  DiflTering  on  this  subject,  as  we 
now  do,  I  trust  the  Senate  will  indulge  me,  although  at 
this  late  hour,  in  making  such  remarks  as  seem  to  be 
called  for  by  the  peculiarity  of  my  position  and  the  im- 
portance of  the  occasion.  These  remarks  may  be  crude 
and  undigested,  and  I  must,  for  that  cause,  claim  its  in- 
dulgence; for,  although  1  have  bestowed  much  reflec- 
tion on  this  subject,  in  order  to  satisfy  my  own  mind  for 
the  vote  I  was  to  give,  still  I  came  here  to-day  entirely 
unprepared,  and  without  the  remotest  expectation  of 
being  called  on,  by  any  state  of  things  to  assign  my  rea- 
sons for  that  vote. 

Mr.  President,  my  honorable  colleague  has  intimated 
that  he  shall  soon  return  to  his  constituent*,  by  reason 
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of  the  expiration  of  his  present  term;  and  if,  in  the  vote 
he  has  giren,  they  shall  deem  themselves  aggrieved, 
they  will  have  the  opportunity  to  redress  those  griev- 
ances by  filling  his  place  with  a  better  man.  Sir,  my 
friend  is  well  advised  of  the  true  character  of  his  and  of 
my  constituents.  The  purity  of  motive  by  which  he  is 
always  governed,  the  honesty  of  purpose  by  which  he  is 
always  actuated,  is  a  sure  guarantee  of  their  approbation, 
whether,  in  their  judgment,  he  has  committed  an  error 
on  this  or  any  other  occasion.  I  do  not  say  that  he  has 
committed  one;  the  error  may  be  on  my  side;  but,  whe- 
ther it  be  on  the  one  side  or  the  other,  I  feel  that  we 
may  both  loot  with  perfect  confidence  to  their  indul- 
gence, when  we  are  left  without  their  instructions  to  act 
according  to  the  best  lights  before  us. 

Sir,  this  is  a  bill  to  regulate  the  deposites  of  the  public 
money.     After  the  creation  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  the  public  money  was  deposited  in  its  vaults. 
In  the  fall  of  1833,  in  anticipation  of  the  expiration  of  its 
charter,  and  from  the  deep  conviction  that  it  would  not 
be  renewed,  it  became  necessary  to  provide  for  the  safe- 
keeping of  the  public  money,  by  finding  other  places  of 
deposite.     The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  acting  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  views  of  the  President,  removed  the 
deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  and  pla- 
ced them  in  several  of  the  State  banks.  Of  the  proprie- 
ty as  well  as  the  constitutionality  of  this  measure,  1  have 
heretofore  given  my  views  at  large.     l*his  is  not  the 
proper  time,  nor  the  occasion,  for  renewing  the  discus- 
sion of  that  all-absorbing  and  agitating  question.     It  has 
brcome  matter  of  history,  and  any  thing  we  could  now 
say  would  not  probably  alter  tlie  opinions  of  any  one  in 
regard  to  that  measure,  whether  it  was  fur  good,  or  whe- 
titer  it  was  for  evil.     1  have  seen  nothing  since  it  took 
place  to  alter  my  thorough  conviction  of  its  expediency 
at  the  time;  neither  do  I  believe  I  shall  see  any  thing 
hereafter  to  change  the  opinions  I  then  entertained,  pro- 
vided our  measures  in  future  in  relation  to  the  public 
money  are  characterized  by  that  prudence  and  wisdom 
which  have  so  signally  characterized  the  other  leading 
measures  of  this  administration.     The  removal  of  the 
public  deposites  from  the  Bank  ol  the  United  States  was 
made  the  occasion,  without  cause,  in  my  judgment,  to 
impair  the  public  confidence,  and  to  convulse  the  whole 
monetary  system  of  the  country.     Much  of  unjust  re- 
proach was  cast  upon  the   President  for  having  seized, 
as  it  was  termed,  upon  the  whole  public  treasure  of  the 
Government,  taken  it  under  his  own  control,  and  placed 
it  in  the  vaults  of  irresponsible  State  incorporations,  and 
without  the  reach  and  custody  of  the  law.     Although 
the  President,  by  using  the  State  banks  for  this  purpose, 
had  done  no  more  than  preceding  administrations  had 
done,  previous  to  the  creation  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  still  no  one  was  more  anxious  than  the  President 
himself  to  have  those  deposites  in  the  State  banks  not 
only  regulated  by,  but,  in  the  strictest  sense,  in  the  cus- 
tody of,  the  law.     He  has  evinced  his  strong  anxiety  on 
this  subject  by  repeated  and  earnest  recommendations" 
to  Congress.     The  subject  has  been  before  both  Houses 
for  three  successive  sessions,  and,  thus  far,  without  be- 
ing able  to  agree  upon  any  propositions  which  were  sat- 
isfactory to  both.     The  effort  thus  to  regulate  the  pub- 
lic deposites  by  law  has  again  been  renewed  at  the  pres- 
ent session,  and  the  bill  under  consideration  is  the  result 
of  that  effort.     This  bill  contains  the  principal  provis- 
ions of  the  bill  which  has  been  introduced  for  the  two 
last  sessions,  and  which  was  prepared  under  the  super- 
vision, and  with  the  sanction,  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and,  as  it  is  presumed,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  President. 

At  the  present  session,  every  member  seems  to  have 
-■esponded  in  good  faith,  by  his  desire  to  carry  out  the 

rnes^  recommendation  of  the  President  on  this  all-en- 


grossing topic.    Ever>'  one  seems  to  have  felt  the  im- 
portance of  quieting  the  public  mind  on  this  subject,  ui 
of  restoring  public  confidence  in  our  monetary  sjstrtii. 
by  such  legal  regulations  of  the  deposite  banks  u  shouU 
not  only  render  them  safe  depcmtories,  but  should  give 
to  the  whole  community  entire  confidence  in  their  safe- 
ty.    That  the  deposite  banks  are  perfectly  safe,  for  the 
amount  of  the  public  money  which  they  possess,  I  h»ie 
not  a  particle  of  doubt.      That  those  in  roy  own  Su*e 
are  so,  I  could  vouch  for,  from  my  own  personal  kneil- 
edge  of  their  concerns.     But  it   is  one  thing  to  he  s»fr, 
and  another  thing  to  have  the  confidence  of  the  wholt 
country  in  that  safety.     The  present  bill  is  intended  to 
accomplish  both  those  objects.     This  is  the  principal 
feature  of  the  bill.     This  is  what  the  President  has  oftw 
recommended  us  to  do.     This  is  what  we  have  often  ex- 
pressed our  own  desire  to  do.     This  is  what  the  »hol« 
commercial  community  expect  us  to  do;  and  this,  ten, 
let  me  add,  is  what  the  great  and  paramount  intere^cf 
the  whole  country  require  at   our  hands.    Shall  i^>»* 
recommendation   be  disregarded?      Shall  that  desire  bt 
stified.^     Shall  that  expectation  be  disapppointed?  Sbil 
that  requirement  be  denied?  I  answer,  no;  eirphalical'y, 
lio.      Shall   we,    by  rejectirg  this  bill,   belie  all  o<>r 
former  professions?  Are  we  willing  to  subject  ourselvti 
to  the  imputation  of  defeating  a  measure  which  has  bnr. 
so  loudly  demanded   by  the  public  voice,  and  whc'J 
has  been  so  imperiously  required   by  the  public  m^'"' 
est;  and  that,  too,  af>er  it  has  been  so  of\en  ui^ed  upm 
us  by  the  administration  which  we  support?    Can  vt 
make  the  people  of  this  country  believe  in  our  sincefi'y, 
when  we  fail  to  carry  through  a  measure  rccommendd 
to  us  by  every  consideration  of  duty  and  of  policy,  M»f ' 
as  by  the  President  himself?  I  put  it  to  my  political  friends 
that,  asa  party,  we  claim  a  majority  in  each  House,  and  on 
this  subject  have  no  obstacles  thrown  in  our  wsy  by  our  po- 
litical opponents.  Sir,  it  cannot,  it  must  not  be.  What  tn- 
xwer  can  we  make  to  the  oft-rcpeatcd  charge,  that  the  Pf^*" 
idcnl  and  his  supporters  wish  to  keep  the  control  of  i  '£ 
funds  of  the  nation,  in  order  to  control  the  politics  of  ite 
people  ?     We  all  know,  we  all  feel,  tliat  the  charge  i>  J 
unjust  as  it  is  base.     Shall  we,  then,  by  any  act  of  oui>i 
give  countenance  to  it?     Or  shall  we  repel  it  in  the  onl/ 
way  in  which  it  can  be  repelU'd,  by  prompt,  deci>ini 
and  manly  action  on  this  subject^     I  cannot  hewtate** 
to  my  courae.     Between  the  alternative  of  adopting  o^ 
rejecting  this  proposition,  I  feel  that  there  is  no  choice 
left  to  me.     From  the  time  the  question  first  arwje  ifl 
regard  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites  from  the  Bank  o 
the  United  States,   I  have,  on  all  occasions,  «*P'?*^^f 
my  readiness  to  regulate  them,  by  law,  in  the  banks  o 
the  several  States.     I  cannot  shrink  from  the  perforni- 
ance  of  that  du<y.     If  others  can  see  their  way  clear,  i» 
leaving  this  vast,  this  enormous,  amount  of  public '»'>"') 
in  a  great  variety  of  State  bankM,  without  legal  regu'** 
tion,  let  them  take  the  responsibility  of   it.    I  ««*"  ^^ 
hands  clean  of  any  such  omission. 

Sir,  in   what  I  have  said  I  have  had  reference  to  the 
amount  of  public  money  now  in  the  deposite  banks, 
have  not  taken  into  the  account  the  swollen,  the  ofcr- 
flowing  current,  which  is  constantly  pouring  in  upon  u*. 
l^hose  banks  are  already  full  to  distension,  and  can  re- 
ceive no  more,  either  with  advantage  to  themselve*  or 
to  the  Government.     The  gentle  streams  of  eipen*!''"'"^ 
issuing  from  them  are  like  rills  compared  with  this  '"•&"'J 
dashing  mountain  torrent  of  revenue  rusihing.into  ih^^* 
What,  then,  sir,  sliall  we  do>  What,  I  emphaticallyjj^'f' 
does  our  duty  require  us  to  do?  Shall  we  force  into  iw* 
reservoirs  more  than  they  have  capacity  to  contain,  »o 
faster  than  they  can  permit  it  to  escape?    Shall  vfi  °y 
kind  of  hydraulic  pressure,  force  them  till  their  cmban** 
mentsgive  way?     And  when  we  see  desolation  «P''? 
around  them  by  reason  of  the  breach,  what  coDSolaH*'" 
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wiH  it  be  to  those  who  may  have  suffered  to  tell  them 
that  we  were  deceived  in  the  strength  of  their  embank- 
ments, and  in  their  capacity  to  receive  and  contain  all 
that  was  poured  in  upon  them?  It  will  not  only  be  no 
consolation  to  them,  but  no  justification  to  us*  We  shall 
be  without  excuse  or  apology.  We  have  it  in  our  pow- 
er now  to  provide  against  any  disastrous  results,  and  we 
shall  be  held  accountable  then,  if  such  provisions  be 
not  n^ade. 

What,  then,  is  the  remedy?    This  bill  provides  it. 
For,  although  the  regulation  of  the  deposite  banks  is 
the   principal  object  of  it,  still  it  incidentally  provides 
for  a  disposition  of  the  surplus  revenue.     Our  duty,  in 
regard  to  the  former,  I  have  already  shown;  our  obliga- 
tion, in  regard  to  the  the  latter,  I  will  proceed  to  show. 
But,  before  we  examine  the  best  mode -of  disposing  of 
a  surplus,  let  us  inquire  whether  any  surplus  will  exist. 
For  some  gentlemen,  in  (heir  over-zeal  on  this  subject, 
have  wrought  themselves  up  to  the  expression  of  a  be- 
lief against  the  existence  of  any  surplus,  the  existence  of 
which  seemed  to  be  a  fact  all  along  conceded  by  every 
c;;)e.     It  is  but  very  recently  that  any  one  has  presumed 
to  express  a  doubt  in  regard  to  it.     From  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  down  to  a  re- 
cent  period  in  this  discussion,  the  most  zealous  oppo- 
nents of  this  bill  seemed  to  recognise  a  probable  surplus, 
and,  following  the  example  of  the  Secretary,  were  de- 
vising ways  and  means  of  getting  rid  of  it.     So  confi- 
dent was  the  Secretary  on  this  subject,  and  so  conscious 
was  he  of  the  impropriety  of  leaving  it  in  the  deposite 
banks,  that  he  deemed  it  of  sufllicient  importance  to  rec- 
ommend a  mode  for  a  different  disposition  of  it.  My  hon- 
orable colleague,  acting  on  the  same  principle,  and  with 
similar  views,  brought  before  the  Senate  the  proposition 
of  tlie  Secretary,  and  submitted  it  for  consideration.     I 
shall  have  occasion  to  advert  to  the  principle  of  this  prop- 
osition in  the  course  of  my  remarks,  and  now  merely 
allude   to  the  proposition  itself  to  show  that,   on  all 
hands,  a  surplus  has  been  anticipated.     The  bill  propo- 
ses to  operate  upon  the  surplus  which  may  be  in  the 
Treasury,  beyond  a  certain  amount,  on  the  first  day  of 
January  next.     My  honorable  colleague  has  submitted 
a  statement  in  figures,  by  which  he  attempts  to  show 
that  the  appropriations  already  made,  and  probably  to 
be  made,  far  exceed  any  amount  now  in  the  Treasury. 
There  is  nothing  new  in  this.    It  is  alwa>8B0.     The  re- 
ceipts into  the  Treasury  of  the  current  year  are  always 
calculated   upon  to  meet  appropriations  made  by  Con- 
gress, and  of  which  more  than  one  half,  in  amount,  re- 
mains in  the  Treasury  as  unexpended  balances  at  the 
close  of  the  year;  so  that  his  statement  furnishes  no 
satisfactory  evidence  as  to  the  amount  of  surplus  on  the 
first  day  of  January  next.     He  merely  shows  what  may 
probably  be  appropriated,   but  not  drawn  out    of  the 
Treasury,    and   omits    to    show   what   may    probably 
be  received  into  it.      Sir,   it  would  have  been  much 
much  more  satisfactory  to  me  if  my  friend,  skilled  in  fig- 
ures, as  we  all  know  him  to  be,  had  given  us  an  estimate 
of  receipts  as  well  as  disbursements.     Stopping  short 
where  he  did,  is  calculated  to  produce  a  wrong  impres- 
sion on  minds  not  accustomed  to  grasp  and  dwell  on  the 
vast  expenditures,  and  still  vaster  receipts,  of  a  Govern- 
ment like  ours.     It  is  an  old  and  very  familiar  maxim, 
that  figures  cannot  lie;  but  when  they  are  paraded  in  this 
manner,  and  exhibit  the  debit  without  the  credit  side 
of  the  account,  they  may  very  easily  give  to  the  uniniti- 
ated erroneous  ideas  of  the  state  of  the  Treasury  at  a 
particular  period.     I  do  not  intend  to  impeach  the  truth 
of  the  maxim  that  figures  cannot  lie;  but  1  mean  to  say 
that  unless  they  are  put  in  the  right  place,  and  enough 
of  them,  they  are  the  greatest  liars  in  the  world.     T  am 
apprehensive  ihbt  the  gentleman's  figures  will  suffer  in 
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reputation,  from  the  fact  that  there  are  not  enough  of 
them  to  present  the  true  state  of  the  account.  Now,  sir, 
I  do  not  intend  to  trouble  the  Senate  with  a  detailed 
statement  of  Treasury  estimate!*,  for  I  did  not  come  here 
expecting  to  be  called  on  for  any  such  purpose.  Those 
estimates  have  been  made  by  many,  very  many,  during 
this  discussion.  I  will  not  detain  the  Senate  by  re|3eat^ 
ing  them;  but  I  will  take  the  result  of  the  lowest  amongst 
them  all,  and  by  that,  including  the  stock  in  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  there  will  be  in  the  Treasury,  on 
the  first  day  of  January  next,  from  twenty-five  to  thirty 
millions  of  dollars. 

Sir,  if  any  of  the  estimates  of  receipts  come  within 
millions  of  the  truth,  there  must  be  a  large,  a  very  large, 
surplus  in  the  Treasury  at  that  time.  Our  appropriations, 
since  the  late  war,  exclusive  of  the  payment  of  the  na- 
tional debt,  have  ranged  from  ten  to  sixteen  millions  of 
dollars  per  annum.  We  have,  at  this  time,  appropria- 
tions of  an  extraordinary  character,  which  will  swell  the 
amount  to  a  much  larger  sum.  The  sum  of  thirty-five 
millions  has  been  deemed,  by  almost  every  one,  suffi- 
ciently ample  to  cover  them.  These  extraordinary  ap- 
propriations will  not  be  required  the  next  year,  and 
therefore  the  future  receipts  of  the  Treasury  will  not  be 
applied  to  them  a  second  time.  My  colleague  admits 
that  the  unexpended  balances  at  the  end  of  the  year 
usually  amount  to  one  half  of  the  appropriations;  and 
where  the  appropriations  are  unusually  large,  those  bal- 
ances are  increased  in  a  still  greater  ratio.  If  the  ap- 
propriations be  $35,000,000,  then  we  may  safely  assume 
the  unexpended  balances  to  be  $30,000,000.  But  my 
honorable  colleague,  in  order  to  make  out  his  balance 
against  the  Treasury  at  this  time,  swells  our  appropria- 
tions for  the  present  year  to  the  enormous  amount  of 
from  fifty-four  to  fif\y-five  millions  of  dollars.  I  confess 
I  was  astonished  and  amazed  at  the  result.  Would  such 
an  expenditure  have  been  thought  of,  but  for  this  ple- 
thora of  the  Treasury  ? 

Sir,  when  our  means  are  ample,  I  am  willing  to  go  all 
reasonable  lengths  in  any  appropriations  for  the  common 
defence  of  the  country.  I  have,  thus  far,  gone  in  my 
votes  as  far  as  any  one.  There  is  a  propriety  in  making 
liberal  appropriations  for  national  objects,  when  our 
means  are  abundant.  I  will  continue  to  vote  on  the 
same  scale  of  liberality;  but  I  cannot  consent  to  make 
appropriations  for  the  mere  purpose  of  getting  rid  of  a 
troublesome  and  embarrassing  surplus.  The  habit  of 
extravagance,  which  will  thus  be  acquired,  will  be  z.  far 
greater  evil  than  any  disposition  of  the  surplus  which 
has  been  or  can  be  proposed.  But  if  my  honorable 
colleague's  estimate  of  appropriations  should  be  correct, 
then  1  say  that  the  unexpended  balances  on  the  first  of 
January  next  would  alone  be  more  than  $25,000,000 — a 
sum  equal,  or  nearly  equal,  to  any  estimate  of  the 
surplus  in  the  Treasury  at  that  time!  Sir,  we  are  told 
by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Behtoit} 
that  he  will  hereafter  hold  us  to  our  estimates.  I  am 
willing,  sir,  to  be  put  upon  the  record,  and  will  not  de- 
ny my  prediction  of  twenty -five  or  thirty  millions  of  sur- 
plus on  the  first  day  of  January  next.  Let  this  be  placed 
alongside  of  his  prediction  of  none,  and  I  am  content. 
But,  say  gentlemen,  this  unexpected  surplus  has  arisen 
from  the  enormous  amount  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands,  which  cannot  be  expected  to  be  realized  hereaf- 
ter. Sir,  I  do  not  believe  in  such  a  sudden  reduction 
for  the  present  year.  I  think  I  can  discern  the  elements 
and  the  operations  by  which  the  amount  of  sales  is  to  be 
measurably  kept  up.  This  is  not  all  speculation,  as  some 
gentlemen  seem  to  suppose.  The  rise  and  value  of 
property  throughout  the  country  is  not  a  mere  bubble. 
The  sale  of  western  lands  is  not  all  a  bubble.  If  gen- 
tlemen's imaginations  lag  behind  the  reality,  let  them 
not  urge  their  own  tardiness  as  the  rate  of  velocity  by 
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which  the  movements  of  others  are  to  be  governed.  Let 
them  not  apply  their  fanciful  theories,  by  which  all  these 
tilings  are  to  be  accounted  for  and  explained.  Property 
has  risen  throughout  the  world.  It  is  one  of  the  results 
of  a  long*,  and  continued,  and  almost  universal  peace; 
where  the  physical  energies  of  a  whole  population  have 
been  applied  to  objects  of  productive  industry,  instead 
of  being  wasted  in  destructive  and  sanguinary  wart.  Let 
them  not  compare  our  present  condition  with  that  at  the 
close  of  the  late  war,  which  exhibited  a  factitious  state 
of  things.  The  application  of  more  than  $130,000,000 
10  the  arts  of  war,  instead  of  the  arts  of  peace,  gave  an 
imnatural  impulse  to  every  thing.  Property  was  raised 
above  its  real  value,  and,  of  course,  fell  when  the  cause 
which  gave  the  impulse  ceased  to  operate.  Not  so  at 
the  present  time.  Property  has  intrinsic  value,  general- 
ly speaking,  equal  to  its  market  value;  and  it  arises  from 
the  application  «f  ^pioiiuctive  labor  to  the  improved 
cuhivation  of  the  soil.  This  labor  is  made  capable  of 
being  applied,  by  means  of  our  canals  and  railroads,  and 
all  kinds  of  internal  improvements.  In  regard  to  the 
State  of  New  York,  (I  speak  not  without  experience,)  I 
have  witnessed  the  rise  and  progress  of  her  greatness. 
Her  system  of  internal  improvements  was  the  commence- 
ment of  a  new  era.  TI)e  opening  of  the  Erie  canal  wrought 
a  complete  revolution  in  the  internal  concerns  of  the 
State.  There  are  those  now  living  who  well  recollect 
the  time  when  western  New  York  was  almost  a  wilder- 
ness; when  the  now  beautiful  city  of  Utica  was  a  fron- 
tier settlement;  and  when  Fort  Stanwix  was  the  ultima 
thule  of  the  State.  But,  sir,  the  revolution  produced  by 
the  Erie  canal  was  for  the  benefit  and  advancement  of 
the  whole  State.  It  wrought  changes  in  the  mode  of 
cultivation;  and  whilst  the  counties  on  the  Hudson  river 
increased  tenfold,  those  in  western  New  York  increased 
a  hundredfold.  Who  can  longer  wonder  at  the  rise  of 
property,  when  he  sees  such  an  increase  of  the  products 
of  the  soil?  It  is  within  my  day  when  the  county  of 
Dutchess  sent  seven  members  to  the  Assembly;  whereas 
now  she  sends  but  three,  notwithstanding  a  continued 
and  increasing  population,  whilst  some  of  the  western 
counties,  which  were  then  scarcely  known  on  the  map, 
now  outstrip  her  in  population  and  representation.  K  is 
but  two  or  three  years  since,  when  the  amount  of  tolls 
on  the  Erie  canal  exceeded  a  million  of  dollars,  and  only 
one  seventeenth  part  of  the  products  which  paid  those 
tolls  came  from  west  of  Buffalo.  What  but  the  rapid  sale 
and  settlement  of  our  western  lands  could  have  produced 
such  results.^  And  If  such  were  the  astonishing  eflTects 
within  the  borders  of  New  York,  what  must  they  be  in 
the  far  West,  where  emigration  and  population  are  in- 
creasing in  a  more  than  geometrical  ratio?  This  brief 
statement  of  a  few  of  the  statistics  of  New  York  furnishes 
some  idea  of  the  almost  Inconceivable  settlement  and 
improvement  of  ihe  whole  region  of  the  West.  It  is 
stated  that  thousands  upon  thousands  of  emigrants  have 
already  arrived  this  season  at  the  single  port  of  New 
York;  and  we  are  informed  that  from  2,000  to  2,500 
daily  leave  the  port  of  Buffalo,  that  Queen  of  the  West. 
What  does  all  of  this  indicate?  These  emigrants  are  not 
all  paupers,  thus  suddenly  thrown  upon  our  shores.  It 
is  true  there  are  some  of  this  description.  But  the  great 
body  of  them  are  those  who  have  fled  from  the  cares, 
tlie  troubles,  the  oppressions,  of  the  old  world,  to  seek  a 
home  and  an  asylum  in  this  land  of  liberty  and  of  law. 
Most  of  them,  too,  have  more  or  less  means — means 
which,  though  small  in  the  land  from  whence  they 
came,  are,  nevertheless,  sufficiently  ample  to  make  an  in- 
vestment, and  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  home  and  a  for» 
tune  for  themselves  and  their  children  in  our  western  wilds. 
It  is  this  flood-tide  of  emigration  that  is  settling,  and  im- 
proving,and  opening,this  new  world  of  the  West;  this  tide 
setting  in  from  JEurope  is  swollen  and  accelerated  by  the 


hnmense  tributary  streams  of  emigration  hem  Nev  En^ 
land  and  New  York.  Enterprise,  intelligence,  cspitti, 
and  wealth,  float  upon  its  broad  and  resistless  current, 
till  they  are  scattered  and  spread  over  the  vast  Sebis  of 
their  destination.  It  is  true,  that  with  all  this  there  &re 
great  speculations  in  the  public  lands;  but  these  speni- 
lations  are  generally  the  results  of  a  keen-eyed  ngtci'v. 
of  a  far-reaching  forecast,  and  of  anticipated  beneEi^ 
which  are  generallv  realized  within  the  time  which  hu 
been  prescribed  for  their  accomplishment.  TheKsre 
some  of  the  elements  that  enter  into  the  estinatei  for  the 
sale  and  settlement  of  the  public  lands;  these  are  soo» 
of  the  causes  which  contribute  to  the  rapid  advancement 
of  our  territorial  population,  until,  like  the  aumn 
borealis,  we  see  State  after  State  shooting  up  into 
the  firmament  of  the  Union;  stripe  after  stripe,  and  stir 
after  star,  are  thus  added  to  that  banner  which  so  tri- 
umphantly waves  •*  o'er  the  land  of  the  free,  and  the 
home  of  the  brave." 

Again,  the  products  from  the  labor  of  this  incrct^J 
and  increasing  population  are  borne  on  a  refluent  tide, 
and  eniptted  into  the  lap  of  the  great  commercial  empo- 
rium of' the  western  world.  The  city  of  New  York  pre- 
sents one  of  the  happiest  iltustrationa  of  the  effects  pr> 
duced  by  our  system  of  internal  improvements,  and  of 
internal  commerce.  The  assessed  value  of  her  real  a^^^ 
personal  estate,  and  her  population  at  different  periodi 
since  the  close  of  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  are 
an  unerring  index  to  the  rapid  and  progressive  improve- 
ment of  the  West,  and  the  far  Weat,  which  contribuj 
so  esserttlally  to  her  greatness.*  Here,  too,  in  the  sud- 
den advance  of  her  real  estate,  the  croakers  of  the 
present  day  will  think  they  discover  the  work  of  5p««- 
lation;  and  that  this  apparent  prosperity  must  give  w 
to  some  violent  reaction.  Sir,  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of 
nnaking  predictions,  but  I  will  venture  one  in  the  pres- 
ent case,  and  that  1%  that,  without  some  great  and  uij- 
expected  calamity,  the  man  is  not  now  living  who  w » 
ever  see  real  estate  in  the  city  of  New  York  cbeapej 
than  it  is  at  the  present  time.  The  statistics  of  New  York 
are  applicable  to  every  commercial  city  of  the  Union,  »b 
proportion  to  the  foreign  and  internal  commerce  wmw 
they  enjoy,  and  the  elements  which  enter  into  her  greit* 
ness  are  those  which  contribue  to  the  general  p^wp^P's 
of  the  whole  country.  But,  sir,  some  of  onr  poHtcii 
economists  arc  frightened  at  this  prosperity.  T"'? 
think  they  see  in  it  the  seeds  of  our  sudden  decline. 
They  have  measured  us  by  the  old  standards  of  Europe, 
and  cannot  encompass  our  rapid  and  astonishing  S^v.' 
In  truth,  we  have  astounded  the  European  world^»'[*.'J 
statesmen  and  their  philosophers  have  been  bafflw '" 
all  their  calculations  and  investigations  in  relation  tous- 
They  have  found  that  the  rules  which  they  have  been 
accustomed  to  apply  to  the  nation?  of  tl«  old  vm 
seemed  to  have  no  immediate  application  to  us-  A  p 
pie  of  yesterday,  and  already  the  most  prospcrop  o 
earths  our  free  institutions  command  the  admiration 
the  world;  our  civil  and  religious  liberty  offer  an  asy' 
to  the  oppressed  of  all  nationa.  And  still,  in  the  jn'o^ 
of  this  prosperity,  in  the  full  enjoymept  of  all  »"«. 
blessings,  we  find  at  home,  as  well  as  abroad,  th«c  ^^^^ 
cannot  discover  the  cause  which  makes  us,  abt^*  .^ 
others,  a  happy,  great,  and  prosperous  people,    a""* 

♦  Comparative  statement  of  the  population,  and  of  t^^^ 
ue»  of  real  and  personal  estate,  in  the  eUy  oj  ^  . 
York,  at  three  different  periods,  from  the  opemng «/ 
the  Erie  canal  in  1 825.      . 

Personal  estate. 


Popnlation.  Retil  estate. 

1835,            166,086  $58,425,625 

1830,            203,007  87,603,580 

1835,            370,089  143,733,425 


137.584,938 
74,991,378 
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is  contm'med  in  two  words:  it  is  our  credit  ststbk. 
])ut  lor  this,  our  canals  and  our  raitroads,  our  great  works 
of  internal  improvement  of  every  kind,  could  never 
have  been  made.  The  Erie  canal,  the  wonder  of  the 
age,  must  have  remained  a  mere  project  in  the  imagi- 
nation of  its  projectors.  That  stupendous  work,  which 
has  lidded  millions  upon  millions  to  the  value  of  prop-* 
crty  within  the  extended  sphere  of  its  influence,  must 
have  remained  unexecuted  but  for  the  credit  system. 
But  for  this  system,  those  great  works  throughout  the 
Union,  by  which  we  have  conquered  time  and  space, 
could  never  have  been  accomplished.  It  is  by  this 
means  that  the  giant  arms  of  this  young  and  growing  re- 
public have  piled  prosperity  upon  prosperity,  moun- 
tains high,  as  the  giants  of  old  piled  Ossa  upon  Pelion; 
not,  like  them,  with  a  view  to  scale  the  heavens,  but 
that  she  might  place  on  its  lofty  summit  the  light  of 
liberty,  to  shed  its  lustre  and  its  benign  influence 
throughout  the  world.  Sir,  that  lustre  has  been  shed, 
that  influence  has  been  felt,  and  is  now  being  felt,  in 
diflerent  portions  of  the  globe.  Under  its  magic 
touch  thrones  have  trembled,  dynasties  have  been  over- 
turned, and  crowns  have  fallen.  The  credit  system  is 
the  distinguishing  feature  between  despotism  and  liber- 
ty; it  is  the  offspring  of  free  institutions;  it  is  found  to 
exist,  and  its  influence  is  felt,  in  proportion  to  the  free- 
dom enjoyed  by  any  people.  By  freedom  I  do  not 
mean  unregulated,  unrestrained,  natural  liberty;  but 
that  freedom  which  is  founded  on  just  and  equitable 
laws;  where  the  rights  of  personal  security,  of  private 
property,  and  religious  toleration,  are  guarantied  to 
every  individual;  where  there  is  a  general  diffusion  of 
knowledge,  and  the  existence  of  public  and  private  mo- 
rality. These  are  the  elements,  and  they  together  form 
the  basis  of  public  confidence  on  which  the  credit  sys- 
tem rests.     This  is  the  invention  of  modern  times. 

In  the  old  Governments  of  Europe,  where  liberty 
never  found  a  resting  place,  credit  was  unknown.^  To 
the  United  States  has  been  lef^  the  honor  of  maturing 
and  perfecting  this  system.  To  the  United  States,  also, 
i^  the  honor  due  of  having  first  applied  the  system  of 
steam  navigation.  The  effects  on  the  general  prosperity 
of  the  nation  have  been  as  sensibly  felt  in  the  one  case 
as  in  the  other;  and  he  who  should  at  this  day  recom- 
mend an  entire  abandonment  of  our  credit  system  for  a 
sole  and  exclusive  metallic  currency,  would  be  deemed 
no  less  visionary  than  he  who  should  attempt  to  substi- 
tute a  Pennsylvania  wagon  for  a  locomotive  or  a  canal 
packet,  or  should  endeavor  to  stem  the  resistless  cur- 
rent of  the  Mississippi  in  a  flat  boat,  instead  of  those 
splendid  palaces  which  now  move  majestically  on  its 
waters.  Shall  we,  then,  Mr.  President,  check  this  tide 
of  prosperity!  by  the  introduction  of  new  and  untried 
schemes?  Shall  we  not  be  content  with  the  necessaries, 
the  comforts,  the  conveniences,  and  the  luxuries  of  life, 
which  are  so  widely  diflused  throughout  this  whole 
country  ^  Shall  we  attempt  to  overthrow,  subvert,  and 
destroy,  a  system  which  has  produced  all  these  blessings; 
which  has  brought  happiness  and  plenty  to  the  door  of 
every  man;  and  that,  too,  for  the  purpose  of  adopting 
some  of  the  exploded  doctrines  of  the  political  econo- 
mists of  Europe?  Sir,  you  might  as  well  attempt  to 
apply  the  common  law. of  England,  which  was  born  and 
nurtured  on  the  Thames,  to  the  father  of  waters  in  this 
western  world,  and  to  our  mighty  inland  seas,  compared 
with  which  the  boasted  streams  and  lakes  of  Europe 
dwindle  into  rills  and  ponds  beside  them;  yes,  these  vast 
inland  seas,  into  which,  in  the  language  of  a  distinguish- 
ed Senator  of  my  own  State,  you  might  cast  the  whole 
land  of  the  common  law,  without  producing  a  ripple. 
Sir,  I  believe  I  speak  the  almost  unanimous  sentiment  of 
my  political  friends  in  this  Senate,  when  I  say  they  in- 
tend no  such  thing.     1  believe  I  speak  the  sentiment 


of  the  democratic  party  throughout  the  Union,  when  I 
say,  I  believe  they  neither  expect  nor  desire  any  such 
thing.  What,  then,  do  they  expect  and  desire?  I 
answer,  no  more  nor  le^s  than  what  every  real  friend  to  his 
country  is  willing  to  adopt,  namely,  a  preservation,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  a  regulation  of  the  credit  system.  In 
all  such  measures  of  reform  I  will  go  as  far  as  he  who 
foes  farthest.  Preserve  and  regulate,  but  not  destroy, 
is  my  motto.  Enlarge  your  specie  basis;  introduce,  as 
far  as  practicable,  a  gold  currency,  by  the  prohibition  of 
small  notes;  provide  means  for  coining  at  the  mint;  take 
all  proper  measures  to  prevent  excessive  issues  of  bank 
paper,  and  the  unnecessary  increase  of  bank  incorpora- 
tions; repeal  your  restraining  laws,  so  as  to  permit  the 
free  employment  and  investment  of  foreign  capital. 
Whatever  danger  there  may  be,  is  to  be  found  in  the 
abuse  of  the  system,  and  not  in  its  existence.  Guard 
against  these  abuses,*  and  correct  them  when  discovered. 
An  entire  abandonment  of  the  credit  system,  and  a 
return  to  a  sole  and  exclusive  metallic  currency,  if  it 
were  practicable,  would  produce  desolation  and  destruc- 
tion from  one  extremity  of  the  Union  to  the  other. 
Such  notions  ought  not,  cannot,  must  not,  prevail. 

Mr.  President,  1  hope  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  this, di- 
gression Trom  the  main  subject  of  discussion*  My 
apology  will  be  found  in  the  course  and  character  of 
this  debate.  The  question  again  recurs,  what  disposi- 
tion shall  be  made  of  the  surplus  revenue?  That  there 
will  be  a  surplus,  seems  to  have  been  conceded  or 
taken  for  granted  on  all  hands,  except  by  the  Senator 
from  Missouri.  It  was  anticipated  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  he  recommended  a  mode  of  disposing 
of  it.  What  was  that  proposition?  Why,  sir,  in  sub* 
sUnce,  that  the  Secretary  should  go  into  the  market,  by 
himself  or  agent,  and  invest  it  in  the  State  stocks.  This 
proposition  was  introduced  by  my  honorable  colleague; 
and  if  a  surplus  was  not  anticipated,  why  introduce  a 
proposition  to  dispose  of  that  which  it  was  supposed  would 
have  no  existence?  The.  proposition  received  but  little 
favor  in  the  Senate.  I  will  not  attempt  to  recapitulate 
the  objections  which  were  made  to  it.  Some  of  them 
struck  me  as  more  imaginary  than  real.  I  did  not  ap- 
preciate them  as  other  gentlemen  did.  In  the  vote 
which  was  taken  upon  my  honorable  colleaf^ue's  prop- 
osition, we  found  ourselves  in  a  lean  minority  of  four. 
Being  satisfied  that  something  ought  to  be  done,.  I  de- 
termined to  unitd  in  a  proposition  which  should  be  more 
generally  satisfactory  to  my  political  friends.  The  one 
reported  by  the  select  committee  was 

*<That  the  money  which  shall  be  in  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States  on  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen 
hundred^and  thirty-seven,  reserving  the  sum  of  five  mil- 
lions of  dollars^  shall  be  deposited  with  the  several  States, 
in  proportion  to  their  respective  amounts  of  population, 
as  ascertained  by  the  last  census,  according  to  the  pro- 
vision of  the  second  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  con- 
stitution; and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  deliver 
the  same  to  such  persons  as  the  several  States  may  au- 
thorize to  receive  it,  on  receiving  certificates  of  depos- 
ite,  signed  by  the  competent  authorities  of  such  State, 
each  tor  such  amount,  and  in  such  form,  as  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury  may  prescribe,  which  shall  set  forth 
and  express  the  obligation  of  the  State  to  pay  the  amount 
thereof  to  the  United  States,  or  their  assigns;  and  which 
said  certificates  it  shall  be  competent  for  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  to  sell  and  assign,  whenever  so  directed  by  any 
act  of  Congress;,  all  sales  and  assignments,  howevcri  to 
be  ratable,  and  in  just  and  equal  proportions  among  all 
the  States,  according  to  the  amounts  received  by  them, 
respectively;  and  all  such  certificates  of  deposite  shall  be 
subject  to,  and  shall  bear  an  interest  of  five  per  centum 
per  annum,  payable  half  yearly,  from  the  time  of  buc)> 
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sale  and  assignment,  and  shall  be  redeemable  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  States  issuing  the  same." 

That  part  of  it  which  required  an  act  of  Congress  be- 
fore the  Secretary  could  sell  and  assign  the  certificates 
was  deemed  objectionable.  The  object  was  to  keep,  the 
money  so  far  under  the  control  of  the  Secretary  as  to 
enable  him  to  use  the  means  when  necessary.  I  accord- 
ingly offered  an  amendment,  which  was  adopted,  by 
which  the  Secretary  was  authorized,  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  to  sell  and  transfer  the  certificates  when- 
ever it  should  be  necessary,  for  want  of  other  money  in 
the  Treasury  to  nocet  appropriations  made  by  Congress. 
This  amendment  removed  the  principal  objections  to  the 
bill.  It  placed  the  avails  of  the  money  in  the  power  of 
the  Secretary,  whenever  it  should  be  required  to  meet 
such  appropriations.  If  there  should  be  means  sufficient 
in  the  Treasury  to  meet  them,  theq  of  course  the  money 
would  not  be  wanted.  It  would  never  be  called  for  un- 
til there  was  a  deficiency  of  mean^^. 

Let  us  now  inquire,  Mr.  President,  whether  this  prop- 
osition, so  amended,  is  one  which  ought  to  be  adopted. 
The  idea  of  returning  to  the  SUtes  any  surplus  revenue 
which  has  been  collected  from  the  people,  by  indirect 
taxation,  is  neither  unheard  of  nor  novel.  We  have  high 
authority  as  to  the  expediency  of  the  measure;  and  if  the 
proposition  under  consideration,  which  is  a  mere  depos- 
iie,  and  not  a  distribution,  involves  no  constitutional  dif- 
ficulty, then  we  have  the  same  authority  in  favor  of  its 
adoption.  This  authority  is  one  which  no  friend  of  the 
administration  will  lightly  disregard.  President  Jackson, 
in  his  message  of  December,  1829,  has  the  following 
language: 

"  After  the  extinction  of  the  public  debt,  it  is  not 
probable  that  any  adjustment  of  the  tarifT,  upon  princi- 
ples satisfactory  to  the  people  of  the  Union,  will,  until 
a  remote  pcri«jd,  if  ever,  leave  the  Government  without 
a  considerable  surplus  in  the  Treasury  beyond  what  may 
be  required  for  its  current  service.  As,  then,  the  peri- 
od approaches  when  the  application  of  the  revenue  to 
the  payment  of  debt  will  cease,  the  disposition  of  the 
•urplus  will  present  a  subject  for  the  seriotis  delibera- 
tion  of  Congress,  and  it  may  be  fortunate  for  the  country 
that  it  is  yet  to  be  decided.  Considered  in  connexion 
with  the  difficulties  which  have  heretofore  attended  ap- 
propriations for  purposes  of  internal  improvement,  and 
with  those  which  this  experience  tells  us  will  certainly 
arise  whenever  power  over  such  subjects  may  be  exer- 
cised by  the  General  Government,  it  is  hoped  that  it  may 
lead  to  the  adoption  of  some  plan  which  will  reconcile 
the  diversified  interests  of  the  States,  and  strengthen  the 
bonds  which  unite  them.  Every  member  of  the  Union, 
in  peace  and  in  war,  will  be  benefited  by  the  improve- 
ment  of  inland  navigation  and  the  construction  of  high- 
ways  in  the  several  States.  Let  us,  then,  endeavor  to  at- 
Uin  this  benefit  in  a  mode  which  will  be  satisfactory  to 
all.  That  hitherto  adopted  has,  by  many  of  our  fellow* 
citizens,  been  deprecated  as  an  infraction  of  the  consti- 
tution, while  by  others  it  has  been  viewed  as  inexpedient. 
All  feel  that  it  has  been  employed  at  the  expense  of  har- 
mony in  the  legislative  councils. 

'•  To  avoid  these  evils,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  most 
safe,  just,  and  federal  disposition  which  could  be  made 
of  the  surplus  revenue  would  be  its  apportionment  among 
the  several  States  according  to  their  ratio  of  representa- 
tion; and  ahould  this  measure  not  be  found  warranted  by 
the  constitution,  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  propose 
to  the  States  an  amendment  authorizing  it.  I  regard  an 
appeal  to  the  source  of  power,  in  cases  of  real  doubt, 
and  where  its  exercise  is  deemed  indispensable  to  the 
general  welfare,  as  among  the  most  sacred  of  all  our  ob- 
ligations." 

From  this  it  would  seem  that  a  surplus  was  antici- 
pated  afler  the  extinction  of  the  public  debt,  and  that  it 


would  continue  to  a  remote  period,  beyond  the  carrent 
expenses  of  the  Government.  The  importance  of  nh 
ternal  improvements  was  duly  appreciated;  but,  inu- 
much  as  the  appropriation  of  money  for  that  purpose 
by  Congress  was  necessarily  unequal,  and  ina&much  23 
some  entertained  doubts  as  to  the  constitutional  power 
of  Congress  thus  to  appropriate  it,  the  President  vrr? 
properly  expressed  the  opinion  **that  the  most  safe, 
just,  and  federal  disposition  which  could  be  made  of  tbe 
surplus  revenue  would  be  its  apportionment  among  tbe 
several  States  according  to  their  ratio  of  represeniatioR. 
and  should  this  measure  not  be  found  warranted  by  the 
constitution,  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  propose  i3 
the  States  an  amendment  authorizing  it."  Tlie  P res- 
dent  seemed  fully  to  appreciate  the  expediency  of  ibe 
measure  of  apportionment  of  the  surplus  revenue  among 
the  States,  but  cautiously  and  properly  reserved  the 
constitutional  question.  Afler  tbe  delivery  of  this  mes- 
sage, public  attention  was  turned  to  tbe  subject.  Coii>- 
ing  from  so  high  a  source,  it  received  due  considerati*  n, 
and  those  who  doubted  its  expediency,  suggested  ihei; 
objections.  Here  the  matter  rested  till  the  next  aesft-oi" 
of  Congress,  when  the  President,  in  his  annual  mess*^ 
of  December,  1830,  again  recurs  to  the  subject.  He  ai 
verts  to  the  opinion  expressed  in  his  previous  messsg". 
that  there  would  be  **  a  considerable  surplus  in  ibc 
Treasury  beyond  what  may  be  required  for  its  currer-t 
service;"  and  adds,  '*  1  have  had  no  cause  to  ch;*nge 
that  opinion,  but  much  to  confirm  it."  He  again  repeats 
tlie  recommendation  of  "  the  adoption  of  some  plan  fi'** 
the  distribution  of  the  surplus  funds  which  may,  at  »r>y 
time,  remain  in  the  Treasury  afier  the  national  debt 
shall  have  been  paid,  among  tbe  States  in  proportion  tu 
the  number  of  their  representatives,  to  be  applied  by 
them  to  objects  of  internal  Improvement."  I'he  Presi- 
dent then  proceeds  to  answer  the  objections  which  have 
been  made  to  the  recommendation  contained  in  bis  fur- 
mer  message,  and  repeated  in  this.  I'hose  objecitun> 
are  the  sante  which  have  been  urged  against  this  bill, 
and  he  refutes  them  satisfactorily  and  triumphantly. 

It  is  due  to  him  that  I  should  give  his  views  in  bis  o«n 
language.     They  are  as  follows: 

**  I  have  heretefore  felt  it  my  duty  to  recoromerd  Oie 
adoption  of  some  plan  for  the  distribution  of  the  aurpius 
funds  which  may  at  any  lime  remain  in  the  I'rra&urj 
after  the  national  debt  shall  have  been  paid,  among  the 
States,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  their  represent- 
atives, to  be  applied  by  them  to  objects  of  internal  im- 
provement. 

'*  Although  this  plan  has  met  with  favor  in  some  por- 
tions of  the  Union,  it  has  also  elicited  ubjections  wh'cb 
merit  deliberate  consideration.  A  brief  notice  of  tUe^ 
objections  here,  will  not,  therefore,  I  trust,  be  regard. il 
as  out  of  place. 

**  They  rest,  as  far  as  tbey  have  come  to  my  knowl- 
edge,  on  the  following  grounds:  1st,  an  objection  to  tbe 
ratio  of  distribution;  2d,  an  apprehension  that  tbe  exist- 
ence of  such  a  regulation  would  produce  improvklent 
and  oppressive  tsxaiion  to  raise  the  funds  for  distribu- 
tion! 3d,  that  the  mode  proposed  would  lead  to  the  con- 
struction  of  works  of  a  local  nature,  to  the  exclusion  of 
such  as  are  general,  and  as  would,  consequently,  be  of  a 
more  useful  character;  and,  last,  that  it  would  create  a  dis- 
creditable and  injurious  dependance  on  the  part  of  tbe 
State  Governments  upon  the  Federal  power.  Of  thoae  who 
object  to  the  ratio  of  representation  as  the  basis  of  dis- 
tribution, some  insist  that  the  importations  of  the  respec- 
tive  States  would  c  institute  one  that  would  be  more 
equitable;  and  others,   again,  that  the  extent  of  their 
respective  territories  would    furnish  a  standard  wl.ich 
would  be  more  expedient,  and  sufficiently  cquitMble. 
The  ratio  of  representation  presented  it-elf  to  my  mird, 
and  it  still  does,  as  one  of  obvious  equity,  because  of  its 
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bein^  the  rmtio  or  contribution^  whether  the  funds  to  be 
distributed  be  derived  from  the  customs  or  from  direct 
tax.&tion.     It  does  not  follow,  however,  that  its  adoption 
is  indispensable  to  the  establishment  of  the  system  pro- 
posed.    There  may  be  considerations  appertaining  to 
the  subject  which  would  render  a  departure,  to  some 
extent,  from  the  rule  of  contribution  proper.     Nor  is 
it  absolutely  necessary  that  the  basis  of  distribution  be 
con6ned  to  one  ground.     It  may,  if,  in  the  Judgment  of 
those  whose  ri^ht  it  is  to  fix  it,  it  be  deemed  politic 
and  just  to  give  it  that  character,    have  regard    to 
several. 

**  In  my  first  message  I  staled  it  to  be  my  opinion  that 
*it  is  not  probable  that  any  adjustment  of  the  tarilf,  upon 
principles  satisfactory  to  the  people  of  the  Union,  will, 
until  a  remote  period,   if  ever,  leave  the  Government 
without  a  considerable  surplus  in  the  Treasury  beyond 
what  may  be  required  for  its  current  service.'    1  have 
had  no  cause  to  change  that  opinion,  but  much  to  con- 
firm it.     Should  these  expectations  be  realized,  a  suita- 
ble  fund  would  thus  be  produced  for  the  plan  under 
consideration  to  operate  upun«  and,  if  there  be  no  such 
Fund,  its  adoption  will,  in  my  opinion,  work  no  injury 
to   any  interest;  for  I  cannot  assent  to  the  justness  of 
the  apprehension  that  the  establishment  of  the   propo- 
sed system  would  tend  to  the  encouragement  of  improv- 
ident legislation  of  the  character  ^supposed.     Whatever 
the  proper  authority,  in  the  exercise  of  constitutional 
power,  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  decide  to  be  for  the 
general  g^ood,  will,  in  that  as  in  other  respects,  deserve 
and  receive  the  acquiescence  and  support  of  the  whole 
country;  and    we    have    ample    security    that    every 
abuse  of  power  in  that  regard,  by  the  agents  of  the 
people,  will  receive  a  speedy  and  effectual  corrective 
at  their  bands.     The  views  which  I  take  of  the  future, 
founiied  on  the  obvious  and  increasing  improvement  of 
all   classes  of  our  fellow-citizens  in  intelligence  and  in 

Subltc  and  private  virtue,  leave  me  witiiout  much  appre- 
ension  on  that  head. 

*<  I  do  not  doubt  that  those  who  come  after  us  will 
be  as  much  alive  as  we  are  to  the  obligations  up  n  all 
the  trustees  of  political  power  to  exempt  those  for 
whom  they  act  from  all  unnecessary  burdens;  and  as 
sensible  of  the  great  truth,  that  the  resources  of  the  na- 
tion, beyond  those  required  for  immediate  and  necessary 
purposes  of  Government,  can, nowhere  be  so  well  de- 
posited as  in  the  pockets  of  the  people." 

I  am  glad  that  my  friend  from  Virginia  [tMr.  Rites] 
referred  to  this  message  as  containing  the  grounds  of 
his  argutoent.  1  should  have  referred  to  it,  if  he  had 
not;  lur  this  recommendation  was  strongly  impressed 
on  my  mind,  although  I  bad  not  seen  it  from  the  time  it 
was  delivered  till  this  day.  But  I  was  a  member  of  the 
Senate  of  New  York  at  that  period,  and  well  remember 
that  the  doctrines  of  this  message  formed  the  basis  of 
our  Governor's  message  on  this  subject.  The  reports 
oi  our  committees  on  internal  improvements,  in  both 
Houses,  assumed  the  same  ground.  1  believe  the  con- 
stitutional question  was  all  along  reserved;  but,  aside 
from  that,  no  one  at  that  time  seemed  to  doubt  the  ex- 
pediency or  the  policy  of  the  measure.  I  have  been 
subsequently  led  to  doubt  both  the  expediency  and  pol- 
icy of  a  general  system  of  distribution  amongst  the  Stales 
ot  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  Government.  I  have  fear- 
ed that  it  might  create  a  too  great  dependance  of  the 
States  on  the  General  Government.  I  will  not  now  say 
any  thing  of  the  constitutional  question,  farther  than  to 
express,  my  opinion  that  Congress  has  no  power  to  raise 
revenue  for  the  purpose  of  distribution.  But  when  we 
find  a  surplus  on  our  hands,  without  any  design  from 
our  legislation  to  produce  it,  it  presents  a  different  ques- 
tion. The  time  has  now  arrived,  the  contingencies  have 
now  happened,  when  the  President  anticipated  such  a 


surplus;  the  surplus  is  on  hand,  and  it  will  continue  to 
increase  far  beyond  our  appropriations.     It  is  in  vain  to 
shut  our  eyes  to  the  fact;  we  may  deceive  ourselves,  but 
we  cannot  deceive  others.     This  surplus  cannot  be  dis- 
posed of  by  appropriations,  unless  of  the  most  extra va« 
gant  character.     Will  the  people  tolerate  appropriations 
for  the  mere  purpose  of  getting  rid  of  a  surplus^    No, 
sir,  I  apprehend  not.     They  will  justify  their  represent- 
atives in   making  liberal  appropriations  for  all  objects 
of  national  defence.    Extravagant  expenditures,  for  the 
sole  object  of  disposing  of  the  surplus  revenue,  are,  in 
my  judgment,  far  more  dangerous  than  any  objections 
which  1  have  heard  urged  against  a  distribution  amongst 
the  Stales.     Tliese  expenditures  beget  the  necessity  of 
continuing  them,  and  by  and  by  we  sbull  be  obliged  to 
raise  the  tariff,  and  increase  the  burdens  of  the  people, 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  extravagances  with 
which  we  iroprovidenlly  commenced.     Sir,  the  people 
of  this  country  will  never  approve  such  a  principle. 
What,  then,  shall  be  done?     We  have  a  large  surplus 
on  hand.     It  will  be  much  larger  on  the  1st  of  January 
next.     It  is  in  vain  to  wish  we  had  it  not.     It  is  in  our 
hands,  and  we  must  dispose  of  it.     No  matter  by  what 
means  wc  got  it — no  matter  whether  by  indiscreet  or 
improvident  legislation.     We  have  the  surplus— call  it 
accidental,  or  incidental,  or  unavoidable.     Tlie  questiou 
is.  What  shall  we  do  with  it?    Shall  we  throw  it  into  the 
ocean?    No.     Shall  we  burn  it  up?    No,     What,  then, 
shall  we  do  with  it?     Shall  we  leave  it  to  accumulate  in 
the  deposite   banks?      There  are   weighty   objections 
against  it.     There  is  no  reason  for  keeping  in  those 
banks  any  more  than  is  required  for  the  current  dis- 
bursements of  the  Government.     That  will  always  be  a 
large  amount.     Beyond  that,  it  is  neither  profitable  to 
the  banks  nor  useful  to  the  people.     Most  of  the  banks 
are  limited  in  their  discounts  by  their  charters.     The 
elements  which  enter  into  their  discounts  are,  their  cap- 
ital, their  circulation,  and  their  deposilcs.     In  the  city 
of  New  York  their  deposites  are  large  and  their  circula- 
tion small.     In  fact,  their  circulation  is  a  mere  bagatelle. 
Well,  sir,  when  their  discounts  run  up  to  the  limit  pre- 
scribed Jiy  their  charters,  the  surplus  deposites  are  of  no 
further  use  to  them  nor  to  the  public.     It  is  true,  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  they  have  been  used  so  far  as  pru- 
dence and  a  due  regard  to  the  calls  of  the  Government 
would  permit. 

The  surplus,  beyond  what  the  deposite  banks  could 
use,  and  beyond  what  was  required  to  meet  the  drafts 
of  the  Treasury,  has  been  loaned,  without  interest,  to 
other  banks,  on  which  they  have  discounted;  and  the 
community  have  thus  had  the  benefit.  After  the  late 
calamitous  fire  in  the  city  of  New  York,  I  have  no  doubt 
the  banks  have  discounted  on  these  funds,  and  thereby 
essentially  relieved  the  c<9rnmercial  interests  of  the  city. 
The  idea  that  these  funds,  to  the  amount  of  millions, 
have  been  hoarded  up  by  the  banks,  is  as  improbable  as 
it  is  untrue.  They  have  been  used,  so  far  as  prudence 
would  permit;  but  still  their  benefits  in  this  way  are  very 
unequally  distributed  amongst  the  whole  people.  If  (he 
monev  has  been  collected,  by  indirect  taxation,  from  the 
people,  it  is  right  that  they  should  participate,  in  the 
same  ratio.  In  its  benefits.  This  cannot  be  done  through 
the  deposite  banks.  I  see  no  mode  left  so  just  and 
proper,  and  so  unexceptionable,  as  the  one  prescribed 
in  this  bill,  namely,  a  deposite  with  the  States.  If  there 
were  any  thing  objectionable  in  a  distribution,  as  recom- 
mended by  the  President,  there  would  not  be,  as  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  in  a  deposite  with  the  States.  The  Presi- 
dent, in  all  liis  messages,  has  been  perfectly  consistent. 
He  has  never  recommended  a  general  system  of  distri- 
bution, lie  has  merely  pointed  out  a  m(»de  of  disponing 
of  any  surplus  which  might  be  unavoidably  on  hantl  be- 
yond the  wants  of  the  Government,  after  the  extinction 
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of  the  national  debt.  He  has  alwaya  contended  against 
the  policy  of  raising  revenue  for  the  purpose  of  distri- 
bution, but  ba9,  at  difierent  timet,  suggested  the  expe- 
diency of  such  a  disposition  of  any  surplus  which  might 
be  in  the  Treasury,  without  any  design  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  to  produce  it  for  such  a  purpose.  This 
distinction  has  been  kept  up  all  along  by  the  President, 
in  all  his  messages  in  which  he  has  had  occasion  to  touch 
the  subject.  It  is  a  distinction  by  which  he  has  stood 
justified,  and  will  stand  justified,  before  the  people,  as 
long  as  he  maintains  that  consistency,  that  upright,  hon- 
est course,  which  has  thus  far  characterized  all  his  public 
acts,  and  which,  I  trust,  will  characterize  them  in  future. 
His  doctrines,  thus  far,  on  this  subject,  have  been  ap- 
proved (  and  the  distinction  to  which  I  have  alluded, 
and  which  can  be  traced  through  all  his  messages,  is  one 
sound  in  itself,  and  one  perfectly  understood  by  the 
people  of  the  United  States.  In  his  veto  message  on  the 
land  bill,  in  1832,  I  find  the  same  distinction;  and  here, 
too,  it  is  proper  to  add  that  he  suggested  doubts,  as  he 
had  done  before,  of  its  constitutionality;  but  the  distinc- 
tion between  returning  to  the  people  an  unavoidable 
surplus  of  revenue,  paid  in  by  them,  and  creating  a  sur- 
plus for  the  purpose  of  distribution  among  the  States,  is 
clearly  taken  and  kept  up,  in  perfect  accordance  with 
what  he  had  said  on  former  occasions.  I  most  heartily 
approve  of  the  doctrines  contained  in  that  message.  I 
am  fully  sensible  of  the  dangers  to  be  apprehended  from 
a  general  distribution  system  in  regard  to  a  surplus  cre- 
ated for  the  purpose  of  such  distribution.  The  Presi- 
dent's reasnnmg  on  that  subject  is  perfectly  conclusive 
to  my  mind.     Amongst  other  things,  he  says: 

*'  It  has  been  supposed  that,  with  all  the  reductions  in 
our  revenue  which  could  be  speedily  effected  by  Con- 
gress, without  injury  to  the  substantial  interests  of  the 
country,  there  might  be,  for  some  years  to  come,  a  sur- 
plus of  moneys  in  the  IVeasury,  and  that  there  was,  in 
principle,  no  objection  to  returning  them  to  the  people 
by  whom  they  were  paid.  As  the  literal  accomplish- 
ment  of  such  an  object  is  obviously  impracticable,  it  was 
thought  admissible,  as  the  nearest  approximation  to  it, 
to  hand  them  over  to  the  State  Governments,  the  more 
immediate  representatives  of  the  people,  to  be  by  them 
applied  to  the  benefit  of  those  to  whom  they  properly 
belonged.  The  principle  and  the  object  was  to  return 
to  tlie  people  an  unavoidable  surplus  of  revenue  which 
might  have  been  paid  by  them  und^r  a  system  which 
could  not  at  once  be  abandoned;  but  even  this  resource, 
wiiich  at  one  time  seemed  to  be  almost  the  only  alterna- 
tive to  save  the  General  Government  from  grasping  un- 
limited power  over  internal  improvements,  was  suggest- 
ed with  doubts  of  its  constitutionality. 

**  But  this  bill  assumes  a  new  principle.  Its  object  is 
not  to  return  to  the  people  an  unavoidable  surplus  of 
revenue  paid  in  by  them,  but  to  create  a  surplus  for  dis- 
tribution among  the  States.  It  seizea  the  entire  pro- 
ceeds of  one  source  of  revenue,  and  sets  them  apart  as  a 
surplus,  making  it  necessary  to  raise  the  moneys  for 
supporting  the  Government,  and  meeting  the  general 
charges,  from  other  sources.  It  even  throws  the  entire 
land  system  upon  the  customs  for  its  support,  and  makes 
the  public  lands  a  perpetual  charge  upon  the  Treasury. 
It  Joes  not  return  to  the  people  moneys  accidentally  or 
unavoidably  paid  by  them  to  the  Government,  by  which 
they  are  not  wanted;  but  compels  the  people  to  pay 
moneys  into  the  Treasury  for  the  mere  purpose  of  crea- 
ting a  surplus  for  distribution  to  their  State  (govern- 
ments." 

•  ••••• 

"  However  willing  I  might  be  that  any  unavoidable 

surplus  in  the  Treasury  should  be  returned  to  the  people 

through  their  State  Governments  1  cannot  assent  to  the 

>rinciple  that  a  surplus  may  be  created  fur  the  purpose 


of  distribution.  Viewing  this  bill  as,  in  effect,  assatn:n£ 
the  right  not  only  to  create  a  surplus  for  that  parpasr, 
but  to  divide  the  contents  of  the  Treasury  aoong  tlx 
States  without  limitation,  from  whatever  source  tkj 
may  be  derived,  and  asserting  the  pcHver  to  rsi«e  vA 
appropriate  money  for  the  support  of  every  Stale  G-w 
ernment  and  institution,  as  well  as  for  making  mrj 
local  improvement,  however  trivial,  I  cannot  give  it  roy 
assent." 

From  all  this  it  appears  that  the  Peesideiit  bin  bvor 
of  a  disposition  of  an  incidental  or  unavoidable  lurpiui, 
provided,  always,  it  can  be  constitutionally  done.    I «- 1 
not  stop  to  inquire  whether  such  a  distribution  of  wch » 
surplus  be  constitutional  or  not.     It  is  not  necessary  ' 
reference  to  the  proposition  contained  in  this  bill.  11-' 
proposition  is  not  a  distribution  by  which  the  nwoe^ 
becomes  absolutely  the  property  of  the  Slates,  m\ 
which  is  never  again  to  be  returned,  and  wliich  ihe 
States  are  under  no  obligation  to  return  to  the  Unilci 
States;  but  it  is  a  mere  depoaite  with  the  SUtesof  the 
surplus  revenue,  incidentally  and  unavoidably  on  hand, 
by  which  the  States  acquire  bo  property  in  it.    H  f- 
mains  the  property  of  the  United  States  jusfto  My*"' 
as  perfectly  as  if  it  were  in  the  immediate  custody  of  i|>« 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.     The   States  become  i!.- 
mere  depositories.     Now,  as  to  the  constitutional  po»  r 
of  Congress  to  direct  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  Govtr 
ment,  incidentally  and  unavoidably  in  the  Treason, ' 
be  deposited  whenever  and  wherever  it  pleases,  1 "' 
not  for  one  moment  entertain  a  particle  of  doubt.    U  . 
the  duty  of  the  adminiatrationof  the  Government,  ».<e: 
ever  they  find  such  a  fund  on  hand,  to  tokc  "'J^Y' 
and  preserve  it— to  keep  it  safely  till  it  is  wanted  ftff  i' 
legitimate  uses  of  the  Government.     Those  uses  are  to 
be  judged  of  by  Congress,  and  its  appropn«^'«>^  /"^ 
indicative  of  what  it  deems  proper  objects  to  which 
should  be  applied.     Until  it  is  wanted  for  such  spprop^ 
ations,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
acting  under  the  advice  of  the  Executive,  to  k^p 
safely.     Unless  the  places  of  deposite  are  prescnbed  ^) 
law,  he  Ukesupon  himself  the  responsibility  of  sclecURj 
them?  but  if  Congress  sees  fit  to  act,  it  may  direct  sue" 
places  as,  in  its  wisdom,   shall  seem  roost  meet  an 
proper.     Now,  air,  I  hold  that  Congress  can  consul. 
tionally  direct  the  public  money  to  be  deposited  »w 
ever  it  pleases.     It  may  direct  it  to  be  deposited  in  "« 
Bank  of  England,  in  the  State  bank«,  in  the  mint  ot  "^ 
United  States,  or  in  the  treasuries  of  the  sevcr.nl  suif' 
Congress,  whenever  it  undertakes  to  direct  on  inw  ^^^ 
ject,  is  the  sole  judge  of  the  place  of  deposite.  U  *  ^^ 
mtend,  unquestionably,  to  select  such  places  as  are  p 
fectly  safe;  it  would  not  discharge  its  duty  to  the  peop'^* 
whose  representatives  they  are,  and  whose  ^^^K^  ^^ll 
unless  it  selected  places  of  deposite  which  were  P*^[^  • 
aafe.     Let  me  ask,  Can  there  be  any  safer  ^P^'^r^^ 
than  the  States?     I  answer.  No,     The  stability  o'^V^ 
Government  depends  on  the  stability  of  tl»e  StJ^  ,j,g 
cannot  exist  without  them.     They,  therefore,  sflo^  , 
very  best  and  highest  security  which  we  «•"  "*'^_.- 
the  safe  keeping  as  well  as  lhe«ife  return  of  ^^^1^^ 
which  may  lie  intrusted  to  them,  respectively'    l^  ^^^^^ 
objection  to  the  constitutional  power  of  Congf*^ 
to  dispose  of  the  public  money,  that  it  is  deposited  ra  ^ 
biy  with  the  States,    So  far  as  constitutioosl  rijw^^ 
concerned,  looking  at  this  matter  as  a  mere  "^P     ' 
Congress  could  order  it  to  be  deposited  in  *"*'"  T  p^Q. 
tions  as  it  pleased;  but  the  very  object  of  thus  ^^P  ^^ 
ing  the  surplus  with  the  States  is,  that  we  ^^^J^^L^r 
the  best  security  for  its  safe  keeping,  and  ^''^  .     jjuch 
antee  for  Its  sure  return  when  required;  »na  *'*^jjj,nt 
as  Ibis  incidental  or  unavoidable  surplus,  **^^^.  ^^yt  of 
terms  it,  has  been  collected  by  indirect  ts»t'<^"      i^ 
the  people,  it  is  but  just  and  equitable  that  io<n«  ^ 
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shofiU  be  adopted,  in  depositinf^  it  with  the  States,  that 
&hall  give  to  them  equal  benefits,  so  far  as  incidental 
benefits  are  to  be  derived  from  becoming  the  deposito- 
ries of  it. 

If  we  should  adopt  the  same  ratio  that  we  would  in 
an  absolute  distribution,  provided  we  had  the  constiiu- 
tional   power  to  distribute  it,  it  would  be  no  argument 
ftgainst  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress  thus  to  de- 
posit e  it.     As  to  the  constitutional  power  of  Cong^ss 
over  this  subject,  I  cannot  for  one  moment  doubt;  I 
will  not  suiFer  myself  to  doubt.     No  one  I  have  heard 
has  suggested  any  constitutional  doubt,  and  no  one,  in 
my  judgment,  can  place  such  an  objection  before  the 
people   in   a  way  that  they  can  comprehend  it,  or  feel 
the  force  of  it.     From  this  view  of  the  matter,  I  feel  jus- 
tified in  saying  that  I  am  sustained  in  my  support  of  the 
]>roposition  contained  in  this  bill,  by  the  principles  laid 
down  in  the  several  messages  of  the  President  to  which 
I  have  referred;  and  backed  by  such  authority,  and  from 
a  tleep  settled  conviction  of  the  importance  of  the  meas- 
ure, I  cannot  hesitate  as  to  the  vote  I  shall  give.     If  this 
plan  be  not  adopted,  I  ask  gentlemen  by  what  mode  will 
they  dispose  of  this  surplus?    if  there  be  an^*  who  do 
not  believe  there  will  be  a  surplus,  (and  this  number 
must  be  very  small,)  to  them  1  say,  the  plan  proposed 
can  do  no  harm  in  that  event,  because  there  will  be  noth- 
ing on  which  it  can  operate.     If  the  sentiment  were 
unanimous,  or  any  thing  like  it,  that  there  will  be  no  sur- 
plui,  I  would  not  then  adopt  any  measure  in  relation  to 
it,  when  there  ^l^as  no  probability  of  its  being  required. 
But  this  is  a  very  different  case.     No  rational  man  can 
doubt  but  that  there  will  be  a  large  surplus,  Unless 
our  appropriations  are  made  for  the  express  purpose  of 
getting  rid  of  it;  and,  of  coarse,  in  a  very  extravagant 
manner.    I  again  ask,  what  shall  we  do  with  it.^    It  is  in 
vain  to  make  obiections  to  this  proposition,  unless  gen* 
llemen  will  condescend  to  point  out  some  other  mode  of 
disposing  of  the  public  money.     If  none  is  suggested, 
and  the  present  bill  be  not  adopted*  the  money  must  re- 
main in  the  deposite  banks,  without  legal  regulation,  and 
subject  to  all  the  clamor  which  has  been,  and  which  will 
hereafter  be,  made  against  them.  I  here  repeat,  as  I  have 
before  said,  1  have  entire  confidence  in  the  deposite 
banks.     But  no  one  can  hesitate  to  say,  and  it  is  no  dis- 
paragement to  any  banks  to  say,  that  this  vast  and  accu- 
mulating treasure  is  more  secure  in  the  treasuries  of  the 
several  States.    With  the  confidence  which  I  place  in  the 
srcurity  of  the  deposite  banks,  it  would  not  be  surpri- 
sing if  I  should  be  In  favor  of  leaving  it  there;  but  that 
i^ntlemen  who  profess  to  look  upon  all  banks  with  more 
or  less  distrust  should  be  willing  to  leave  it  there,  in 
stead  of  depositing  it  with  the  States,  is  to  me  a  matter 
of  astonishment. 

Some  gentlemen,  when  pressed  upon  this  point,  and 
asked,  what  will  you  do?  are  ready  to  say,  leave  it  till 
the  next  session  of  Congress.  Why  leave  it  till  the  next 
session  of  Congress?  I  emphatically  ask.  If  there  is  to 
be  a  large  surplus  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  January 
"cxt,  it  is  our  duty  to  the  banks  themselves,  as  well  as 
our  duty  to  our  country,  to  make  early  arrangements  for 
»ts  disposition.  If  it  is  to  be  deposited  with  the  SUtes, 
the  banks  ought  to  know  if,  that  they  may  be  prepared 
l^j;  it  at  the  time  fixed  for  that  purpose.  If  it  is  to  be 
left  with  them,  and  no  change  is  hereafter  to  be  made, 
'•'^y  <»ught  equally  to  know  it;  for  their  arrangements  in 
I'clation  to  the  management  of  their  own  means  would 
^^pend  more  or  less  on  the  fact,  whether  they  were  to 
'^^in  the  means  of  the  Government.  So  that,  in  any 
point  of  view,  it  is  alMmportant  that  the  question  be 
now  settled.  Every  important  interest  of  the  country 
'^quires  it.  If  it  be  not  now  arranged,  it  will  be  pro- 
ductive of  the  most  alarming  consequences.  If  this  mo- 
'^^y  is  thus  suffered  to  accumulate  in  these  banks,  the 


people  will  never  rest  satisfied  that  it  shall  behoarded  up 
there;  and  it  would  in  that  case  be  of  no  use  to  the  banks 
to  have  it.  I  take  it  for  granted,  then,  it  must  be  used. 
How  far  such  a  use  of  money,  which  has  been  collected 
from  the  people,  would  be  deemed  a  just  and  equita- 
ble use  of  it  in  regard  to  the  great  body  of  them,  I  leave 
to  the  American  people  to  judge.  In  the  use  of  such 
means  there  is  more  or  less  favoritism;  and  the  desire  of 
the  banks  to  make  the  most  of  it,  especially  if  an  interest 
is  to  be  charged  on  it  in  their  hands,  would  tend  strongly 
towards  those  extravagant  and  wild  speculations,  about 
which  gentlemen  have  so  feelingly  declaimed.  If  this 
money  should  b€  loaned  out  to  the  communities  where 
thciie  deposite  banks  are  located,  will  it  nut  be  seen  at 
once  that  the  business  of  those  places  will  be  more  or 
less  extended,  according  to  the  means  employed?  Sup- 
pose, then,  when  these  funds  to  such  an  enormous 
amount  are  thus  loaned  out,  and  the  Government  should 
want  the  money,  can  these  bank%  respond,  on  notice 
given,  to  the  call?  If  they  can,  it  will  be  by  reason  of 
a  sudden  call  on  their  debtors.  What  will  be  the  con- 
sequence of  such  a  call?  We  can  readily  foresee  it. 
The  whole  money  market  will  be  disturbed.  Like  the 
sudden  expansion  and  contraction  of  bank  issues  and 
bank  discounts  at  all  times,  they  would  convulse  the 
whole  commercial  community.  Those  convulsions  are 
not  confined  to  the  communities  in  which  they  happen; 
their  eflfects  are  felt  tvery  where.  You  cannot  strike 
a  blow  at  the  city  of  New  York,  which  will  not  be  felt, 
not  only  through  the  whole  State,  but  throughout  the 
whole  Union. 

But  it  may  be  said,  and  I  believe  has  been  said,  in  the 
course  of  this  debate,  that  this  money  will  not  be  need- 
ed by  the  Government,  and  will  not  be  called  for  from 
the  banks.  So  much  the  worse.  The  longer  such  an 
immense  sum  is  left  to  accumulate  and  to  be  used  by 
them,  the  worse  it  is.  But,  Mr.  President,  public  sen- 
timent, which  is  generally  right,  demands  that  some 
other  disposition  be  made  of  this  surplus  revenue. 
The  people  are  jealous  enough  of  banks  at  all  times, 
but  are  peculiarly  so  of  those,  at  this  time,  which  hold 
such  vast  treasures  which  belong  to  them.  Unless  some 
other  disposition  be  made  of  this  surplus,  suspicions  will 
go  abroad  that  the  money  is  kept  there  for  improper 
purposes,  and  from  improper  motives.  We  know  there 
is  no  ground  for  such  suspicion.  But  if  it  exist,  wiiether 
true  or  false,  the  effect  is  the  same.  Its  tendency  is  to 
agitate  the  public  mind,  and  a  consequent  derangement 
of  the  moneyed  concerns  of  the  country.  1  can  readily 
foresee  that,  if  Congress  adjourns  without  regelating 
the  deposite  banks  by  law,  and  without  disposing  of  this 
surplus  revenue,  the  whole  country  will  be  agitated  by 
this  all-important  question,  and  we  shall  have  to 
encounter  another  scene  of  panic  and  distress,  and 
thereby  deran^  the  currency,  and  more  or  less  affect 
every  interest  in  the  country.  No  matter  whether  there 
be  any  just  ground  fur  such  agitation  or  not,  such  is  the 
state  of  parties  and  of  party  feeling  that  we  cannot  hope 
to  be  rid  of  it,  however  much  we  may  deprecate  its 
existence.  Sir,  I  live  in  a  commercial  community.  I 
feel  that  Nknow  something  of  its  interests,  and  I  am  un- 
willing, fur  any  consideration  whatever,  that  this  all-en- 
grossing topic  should  any  longer  be  made  the  sport  of 
party,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  paramount  interests 
of  society.  I  am  unwilling  that  such  considerations 
shall,  by  designing  politicians,  be  mingled  in  the  ap- 
proaching presidential  contest,  and  that  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  session  of  Congress  shall  be 
the  singal  for  increased  and  increasing  excitement 
till  it  is  closed.  Sir,  public  confidence  in  our  banks, 
as  well  as  in  our  political  Institutions,  becomes  im- 
paired by  such  constant  assaults;  and  when  that  is  im- 
paired, every  interest  must  suffer.    I  cannot,  therefore. 
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lend  my  aid  to  cominiie  such  a  state  of  things.  By  de- 
positing^ ttiis  money  with  the  States  m  is  proposed  by 
this  bill,  the  public  mind  will  be  quieted;  the  banks  will 
be  freed  from  the  suspicion,  as  well  as  the  odium,  which 
must  attach  to  them  under  the  state  of  thing^s  which  I 
have  attempted  to  describe;  and,  above  all  things,  our 
pecuniary  concerns  will  be  separated  from  all  political 
connexions  or  associations — a  consummation  devoutly  to 
be  wished. 

Sir,  there  is  no  constitutional  objection  to  this  bill. 
The  roost  refined  sophistry  cannot  show  any.  Gentle- 
men may  attempt  to  confound  it  with  a  distribution. 
But  it  is  no  more  nor  less  than  a  simple  deposite  of  the 
public  money  with  the  States.  It  avoids  the  objections 
which  would  exist  to  a  ^neral  system  of  distribution. 
Tliat  implies  that  a  surplus  shall  be  created  for  the  pur- 
pose of  distribution.  This  does  not  even  distribute  a 
surplus,  accidentally  and  unavoidably  on  haqd.  It  de- 
posites  it  with  the  States.  It  still  remains  the  property 
of  the  Government,  and  the  Government  can  use  the 
money  whenever  it  is  required  for  the  public  service. 
It  creates  no  dependance,  on  the  part  of  the  States,  on 
the  General  Government,  as  a  distribution  system  might 
do.  It  merely  provides  fur  the  present  emergency.  It 
disposes  safely  of  a  surplus,  for  which,  at  present,  we 
have  no  use,  and  with  which  we  know  not  what  to  do. 
If  gentlemen  would  satisfy  me  of  any  other  proper  dis- 
position of  it,  I  would  embrace  any  proposition  that 
would  seem  to  meet  the  exigency  of  the  case.  But  1 
hear  of  none,  except  to  spend  it  all  by  extravagant  ap- 
propriations, or  leave  it  to  accumulate  in  the  deposite 
banks.  To  both  of  these  I  have  already  indicated  my 
objections.  We  are  then  brought  back  to  the  proposi- 
tion contained  in  this  bill;  and  I  confess,  after  the  matu- 
rest  deliberation  and  reflection,  I  can  not  only  see  no  ob- 
jection to  it,  but  I  can  conceive  of  no  mode  so  proper.  By 
this  mode  the  States  will  receive  their  ratable  propor- 
tions of  the  surplus,  giving  the  security  of  the  States 
themselves  for  the  repa)  mcnt,  when  it  is  needed  by  the 
General  Government.  This  money  is  retained  by  the 
States,  without  interest,  until  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, for  want  of  other  means,  sells  the  certificates  of  de- 
posiies,  when  they  are  made  to  bear  an  interest  of  five 
per  cent.  These  certificates  are  redeemable  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  States,  and  would  always  bring  par  in 
the  market,  and  probably  a  premium.  No  arrangement 
which  has  been  suggested,  or,  as  I  believe,  can  be  sug- 
gested, is,  in  my  judgment,  equal  to  this.  It  is  the  best 
for  both  parties.  It  is  best  fur  the  United  States.  It  is 
best  for  the  individual  Stales.  If  they  invest  the  money 
in  internal  improvements,  or  as  a  fund  for  education,  it 
will  be  vastly  better  employed  for  the  whole  country 
than  if  it  were  left  for  the  use  of  speculators  in  the  de- 
posite banks;  and  whenever  it  is  wanted  by  the  General 
Government,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  its  agent, 
has  only  to  sell  the  certificate^  in  market  to  get  the 
money  on  tbem;  and  the  Slates,  on  such  sale,  have  mere- 
ly to  provide  for  the  payment  of  interest  at  the  rate  of 
five  per  cent.  They  are  not  bound  to  raise  the  princi- 
pal on  any  such  call,  because  the  certificates  are  made 
redeemable  at  their  pleasure;  and  when  they  are  sold, 
they  become  to  the  States  the  same  as  any  other  five 
per  cent,  stock  which  they  may  have  issued.  One  ad- 
vantage, and  one  great  advantage,  of  this  proposition  is, 
that  tl  requires  no  action  on  the  part  of  Congress,  nor 
on  the  part  of  the  States,  to  bring  this  money  back  to 
the  Treasury,  whenever  it  is  required  for  the  wants  of 
the  Government.  Congress  judges  in  the  first  instance 
of  those  wants,  and  makes  appropriations  to  meet  them. 

If,  then,  there  is  a  lack  of^ other  means,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  without  any  further  action  on  the  part 
of  Congress  or  the  States,  can.  avail  himself  of  the  fund 
thus  deposited,  by  a  sale  and  transfer  of  the  certificates. 


As  long  as  this  money  remains  the  property  of  the  Gen' 
eral  Government,  the  States  will  exercise  a  proper  cu- 
tion  as  to  the  use  and  application  of  it.  There  will  be 
no  profligate  expenditures,  merely  because  they  hn 
come  into  the  possession  of  mich  an  amount  of  funds. 
Most  of  the  States  would  probably  apply  it  to  inteml 
improvements,  already  authorized  by  their  reipectire 
Legislatures,  and  perhaps  already  commenced.  If  ft 
should  be  thus  applied,  there  can  be  no  belter  efidence 
of  its  proper  application,  because  such  works  bsre  been 
authorized  and  commenced  without  reference  to  irr 
such  means.  I  might  instance  the  State  of  New  Yorku 
in  this  situation  now.  The  last  Legislature  directed  ncf 
works  of  internal  improvement  to  be  commenced,  »nd 
loaned  her  credit  to  the  Hudson  and  Erie  Railroad  Cvm- 
pany,  to  the  amount,  in  the  aggregate  of  |6,000,OOu. 
For  this  amount  she  must  issue  stocks,  and  raise  the 
money  as  it  is  wanted,  and  bearing  such  interest  as  b 
directed  by  the  act  authorizing  it.  If  she  should  receiTf, 
under  this  bill,  $5,000,000,  more  or  less,  it  would  to 
that  extent  take  the  place  of  the  stocks  which  are  br  Her 
past  legislation  already  directed  to  be  issued.  Tbi 
money  she  would  apply  to  those  works  of  internal  inv 
provement,  and  would  pay  no  interest  on  it  till  it  sbould 
be  wanted  for  the  use  of  the  United  SUtes;  and  vher. 
ever  it  should  be  so  wanted,  she  would  then  p>j  w  \J^■• 
terest,  the  same  as  she  would  have  paid  from  the  beg^- 
ning,  on  her  own  stocks,  and  provide  for  the  principal 
whenever  it  suits  her  convenience,  because  the  certv 
cates  of  deposite  are  redeemable  at  her  pleasure,  nutc 
monev  should  not  be  called  for,  then  she  will  relain  i'. 
without  interest,  still  resting  under  the  obligation  lo^^ 
turn  it  when  required,  and  whenerer  it  suits  her  cos- 
venience  to  redeem  her  Certificates  which  may  h»vc 
been  put  into  the  market.  What  objection  is  there  to 
her  thus  using  this  money  ?  Has  she  not,  like  every  St»te 
in  the  Union,  contributed,  by  the  indirect  uxalion  of  the 
people,  to  raise  it?  It  is  true  it  has  not  been  raiaed»it^ 
the  design  to  accumulate  a  surplus;  but  being  unaif<«d- 
ably  and  without  design  on  hand,  what  valid  objeciicn 
can  be  urged  to  such  an  application  of  it?  Whit  app*'* 
cation  can  be  made  that  will  so  much  benefit  the  wno** 
country .'  The  SUtes  can  carry  on  their  works  of  in'e"; 
nal  improvement  much  better  and  much  more  economi- 
cally than  the  United  States  can,  even  if  there  were  no 
constitutional  objection  to  such  a  system  oc  bchalt  dm 
General  Government. 

By  the  proposition  in  this  bill  we  also  avoid  »t)olher 
objection  which  is  sometimes  urged  against  a  system  oi 
distribution,  by  which  the  money  is  given  to  the  State!, 
namely,  that  we  have  no  right  in  this  way  to  carry  on  • 
system  of  internal  improvements,  by  means  of  the  sgenO 
of  tlie  States!,  which  we  cannot  carry  on  directly. 
other  words,  if  Congress  cannot  appropriate  tod  app. 
the  money  for  such  purposes,  it  cannot  give  it  to  t 
States  for  the  same  purposes.     Under  the  present  mi » 
the  money  is  not  given  to  the  States.     It  is  merely  fl«' 
posited  with  them  for  safe  keeping.     It  remsins  ine 
property  of  the  United  States,  and  to  beappM^^X'^^l 
agent,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  whenever  it  siMi^ 
become  necessary  to  meet  appropriations  made  **y^''?. 
gress.     There  is  also  this  additional  advant«|^  "^  ||^' 
proposition,  namely:   whenever  these  certificates 
sold,  like  all  our  Stale  stocks,  they  would  P''0*»*'*Y,  Jj 
their  way  to  Europe,  and  would,  to  the  amount  ^^^' 
the  means  of  introducing  foreign  capital  into  the  c 
try.    This  is  what  is  wanted,    i  will  not  dwell  o".*"*.  ^„ 
portance  of  foreign  capital  to  a  country,  and  ?*^^^  d 
tS  this  country.     Our  astonishing  growth  and  9^^  -1 
are  greatly  owing  to  the  introduction  and  use  of  f^^  »^ 
capital.     Amidst  all  the  turmoil  and  disturbsnces  oi 
European  world,  there  is  no  safer  investment  for  cap 
from  abroad  than  the  public  securities  of  thit  coun  ji 
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whether  they  be  itocks  of  the  United  StatM  or  of  the 
several  States.  Such,  sir,  are  some  of  the  advantages 
proposed  bj  this  bill;  and  in  addition  to  all  these,  though 
last  not  least,  its  adoption  will  tend  to  quiet  the  public 
mlndy  to  g^et  rid  of  that  feverish  state  of  anxiety  which 
has  existed  for  some  time  past,  which  has  kept  our  mon- 
etary system  in  constant  agitation,  which  has  disturbed 
the  peace  of  the  whole  commercial  community,  and 
more  or  less  deranged  the  affairs  ^f  the  whole  country. 

51  r.  President,  if  such  be  some  of  the  advantages  of 
this  bill,  (and  1  confess  I  have  glanced  at  them  but  has- 
tily,)  what,  let  me  ask,  is  the  objection  to  its  adoption? 
Why,  sir,  it  is  objected,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  two 
propositions,  namely,  to  regulate  by  law  the  deposite 
banks  and  to  dispose  of  the  surplus  revenue,  ought  not 
to  have  been  in  the  same  bill.     Viewing  these  proposi- 
tions  as  1  do,  I  have  not,  on  my  own  account,  any  ob- 
jection  to  their  being  embraced  in  the  same  billf  but 
knowtn£^  that  a  few  of  my  political  friends  entertained 
dtfFerent  views  from  me  in  regard  to  the  latter  one,  I 
felt  it  due  to  them  that  they  should  have  the  opportuni- 
ty of  acting  and  voting  separately  on  them.     My  honor- 
able  coUeagiie,  although  he  originally  put  the  proposi- 
tions together,  accordingly  moved  to  recommit  the  bill 
to  A  committee,  with  instructions  to  report  two  separate 
h'lUff.     After  repeated  trials  it  was  decided  not  to  re- 
comtn't.    I'his  1  regret,  because  such  a  separation  would 
have  left  each  proposition  to  rest  on  its  own  merits,  and 
every  member  of  this  body  could,  with  perfect  freedom, 
h^ftve  voted  for  the  one  or  the  other,  as  he  should  deem 
best.    Rut  the  two  propositions  have  been  kept  together 
against  nay  vote  and  against  my  wishes.     The  question 
now    is  Approving  them  both  as  1  do,  whether  I  shall 
vote  against  the  whole  bill  because  it  contains  a  propo- 
sition  which  some  other  gentlemen  do  not  approve. 
Sir,  I  cannot,  under  these  circumstances,  hesitate  as  to 
my  course.     I  voted  for  the  engrossment  of  the  bill{  I 
shall  vote  for  it  on  its  final  passage.     But  my  honorable 
colleague  objects  to  the  ratio  introduced  by  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Mississippi.     Sir,  I  resisted 
that  ratio  to  4he  utmost.     I  deemed  the  ratio  in  the  bill 
as  reported  by  the  select  committee,  namely,  in  propor- 
tion to  federal  population,  more  equitable  and  justf  but 
I  cannot  ?ote  against  the  whole  bill  merely  because  it 
takes  the  representatives  of  the  States  in  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress  as  the  basis  of  deposite,  instead  of  the  rep- 
resentation in  the  popular  branch.     And,  even  though 
the  ratio  were  restored,  as  my  honorable  colleague  de- 
sires it,  we  know  perfectly  well  that  the  bill  would  not 
receive  his  vote.     Having  done  all  in  my  power  to  retain 
the  ratio  required  by  the  interests  of  my  own  State,  and 
which  seemed  to  me  both  just  and  equittible,  and  having 
failed   in  that,  I  cannot,  consistently  with  my  sense  of 
duty,  vote  against  a  bill  which  conUins  two  such  impor- 
tant provisions,  even  if  I  have  some  objections  to  that 
part  which  relates  to  the  surplus  revenue.    I  should  feel 
that  they  ought  to  be  very  weighty  and  very  strong  to 
induce  me  to  vote  against  the  other  part  of  the  bill  reg- 
al Ating  the  public  deposites  by  law— a  measure  so  fre- 
quently recommended  by  the  President,  and  so  imperl- 
ously  demanded  by  the  poblie  voice. 

Sir,  the  honorable  Senator  from  Missouri  obiects  to 
this  bill  that  it  does  not  except  from  this  ratable  deposite 
vrith  the  States  the  unexpended  balances,  as  they  are 
termed,  of  the  appropriations  made  by  Congress;  that 
the  bill  recaptures  them,  to  use  his  own  empbatical  lan- 

fuage,  and  brings  them  back  for  the  purpose  of  distri- 
ution,  after  they  have  been  appropriated  by  Congress. 
Sir,  a  good  argument  is  sometimes  put  down  and  a  bad 
one  built  up  by  a  sarcasm.  This,  1  apprehend,  must 
liave  been  the  object  of  the  honorable  Senator  in  thus 
(.peaking  of  the  recapture  of  these  unexpended  bal- 
ances. 
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Sir,  what  are  the  facts  in  regard  to  these  balances? 
Congress  makes  appropriations  to  a  large  amount  for  the 
current  year.  A  portion  of  the  money,  generally  about 
one  half,  remains  unexpended  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
Now,  sir,  when  this  money  is  wanted  to  meet  such  ap« 
propriations,  the  only  inquiry  is,  whether  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  has  the  means  for  the  purpose.  No  mat- 
ter whether  those  means  are  in  the  Treasury,  from  past 
receipts  before  the  appropriations  were  made,  or  wheth- 
er they  have  come  there  from  receipts  subsequent 
to  their  being  made;  the  only  inquiry  should  be,  has 
the  Secretary  the  means  to  meet  them^  This  is  the 
common  practice.  Appropriations  are  often  made  be- 
yond the  money  in  the  Treasury  at  the  time,  and  are  ex- 
pected to  be  met  by  the  subsequent  receipts.  But 
the  sarcastic  remark  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Missouri  would  seem  to  imply  that  specific  money  was 
set  apart  for  specific  appropriations;  as  if,  the  mo- 
ment an  appropriation  was  made,  an  ear-mark  was 
placed  upon  the  money  in  the  Treasury  sufficient  to 
meet  them;  and  then,  that  those  identical  pieces  were 
called  in  whenever  they  were  needed,  as  a  Dutchess 
county  farmer  would  select  particular  sheep  from  bis 
whole  flock  by  the  ear-marks  he  had  previously  placed 
on  them.  Sir,  this  idea  is  altogether  fanciful.  There  are 
no  such  specific  sums  set  apart  for  specific  appropria- 
tions. If  this  were  so,  what  would  be  the  result  of  the 
appropriations,  if  they  should  be  made  by  the  present 
Congress  to  the  amount  of  some  fifty -five  millions  of  dol* 
lars,  according  to  the  statement  exhibited  by  my  honor- 
able colleague?  Why,  sir,  the  unexpended  balances 
alone  of  such  appropriations  that  would  remain  in  the 
Treasury  on  the  first  of  January  next,  would  be  thirty 
millions  of  dollars.  Do  gentlemen  desire  that  any  such 
amount,  or  any  portion  of  it,  should  remain  there,  mere- 
ly because  it  is  an  unexpended  balance,  and  when  the 
receipts  of  the  current  year  will  be  more  than  sufficient 
to  meet  all  the  appropriations  which  will  be  made?  It 
will  be  recollected  that  five  millions  of  dollars  are  to  be 
retained  to  meet  any  possible  contingencies  of  the  Tress- 
ury;  and  if,  at  any  time,  and  from  any  unforeseen  contin- 
gency, more  should  be  wanted,  the  Secretary  can  at 
any  moment  cash  the  certificates  of  deposite  in  his  hands 
and  thus  avail  himself  of  any  amount  he  may  require. 
There  is  no  necessity,  therefore,  that  these  unexpended 
balance^,  should  be  excepted  out  of  the  amount  to  be 
deposited;  but  th6re  is  every  reason  in  the  world  why 
they  should  be  included  in  it. 

Again,  sir,  it  is  urged  that  this  surplus,  thus  depos* 
ited  with  the  States  will  never  be  called  for  by  the 
General  Government,  and  that  such  calls  would  not 
be  responded  to  by  the  States  if  they  were  made. 
Let  us,  for  one  moment,  examine  these  objections.  In 
the  first  place,  the  way  in  which  the  money  would  be 
called  for  would  be  through  appropriations  made  by 
Congress;  and  in  case  there  were  not  means  in  the  Treas- 
ury to  meet  them,  the  Secretary  would  sell  the  certifi* 
cates  of  deposite  for  the  purpose  of  raising  the  means. 
The  States  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  transac- 
tion. The  Secretary  would  require  no  response  from 
them.  This  objection  might  have  had  some  plausibility 
if  the  bill  had  required  that  the  certificates  should  be 
paid  by  the  States,  instead  of  being  made  transferable, 
and  thereby  enabling  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
cash  them  m  the  market.  But,  even  if  such  had  been 
its  provision,  does  any  one  believe  that  there  is  a  solitary 
State  in  this  Union  which  would  violate  Its  pledged  faith 
to  this  or  any  other  Government?  No,  sir,  no  one  can 
seriously  entertain  such  an  opinion.  1  would  vouch  for 
all  of  them.  Corruption  has  not  so  far  fastened  on  the  vitals 
of  any  of  them,  that  they  should  so  soon  exhibit  such  ev- 
idences of  premature  decay,  ft  is  however,  said  that 
Congress  would  omit  to  make  appropriations  in  order  to 
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present  this  money  from  being  called  for  or  required  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  What!  Mr.  President, 
Congress  refuse  to  perform  its  duty  to  the  country  from 
the  paltry  consideration  of  keeping  so  much  trash  as 
might  be  grasped  thus  in  the  treasuries  of  the  States! 
Who  compose  this  body  that  would  thus  withhohl  the 
means  for  the  commcm  defence  of  the  country?  Let 
every  member  of  either  House  put  the  question  to  him- 
self, whether  he  would  be  governed  by  such  motives. 
His  answer  will  be,  No,  sir — no.  For  my  own  part  I 
should  despise  myself,  if  such  considerations  oould,  for 
a  single  moment,  influence  me;  and  I  believe  that  senti- 
ment pervades  the  breast  of  every  one  who  hears  me. 
Where,  then,  is  the  danger  of  appropriations  being  with- 
held? 1  have  heard  it  said  that  our  constituents,  the 
people,  would  direct  or  instruct  us  to  vote  against  them, 
in  order  to  prevent  their  portion  of  this  surplus  being 
withdrawn  from  their  respective  States.  Sir,  there  is 
no  such  sordid  and  debasing  spirit  amongst  the  people  of 
this  country.  They  will  go  all  necessary  lengths  to  sus- 
tain the  Government  in  any  emergency,  whether  it  be 
peace  or  whether  it  be  war.  It  is  their  pride  and  their 
ambition  to  rally  round  the  standard  of  their  country, 
and  to  provide  the  requisite  means  for  sustaining  its  insti- 
tutions and  its  honor.  So  far  from  withholding  its  means 
from  it,  they  would  always  be  ready  to  contribute  their 
own.'  Sir,  f  have  studied  the  character  of  the  American 
people  to  little  purpose,  if  1  could  suppose  them  capable 
of  being  guilty  of  such  meanness.  No,  sir,  they  are  a 
noble,  a  generous,  a  chivalrous  people.  Whilst  1  trust 
they  will  always  guard  against  unnecessary  and  extrava- 
gant expenditures,  at  the  same  time  I  feel  assured  that 
nothing  will  be  withheld  which  is  right  and  necessary 
for  the  proper  administration  of  the  Government.  Is  our 
own  patriotism  of  so  much  higher  order  than  theirs,  that 
we  are  willing  to  say  that  we,  their  representatives, 
would  not,  of  our  own  accord,  withhold  appropriations, 
but  should  be  compelled  to  do  it  under  their  influence 
and  instructions?  Sir,  I  do  not  think  so  meanly  of  my- 
self, nor  of  my  constituents.  I  am  unwilling  to  assume  any 
such  attitude  in  regard  to  them,  and  1  trust  they  will  not 
assume  it  in  regard  to  me.  I  am  unwilling,  with  a  kind 
of  Pharisaic,  political  righteousness,  to  say  to  my  con- 
stituents I  am  holier  than  you.  No,  sir,  rather  than 
place  myself  in  such  a  contrast  with  them,  I  would 
say,  with  the  humble  publican,  God  be  merciful  to  me, 
a  sinner. 

This  idea  of  withholding  appropriations,  either  by 
representative  or  constituent,  is  ideal.  It  exists  in  the 
imagination.  Equally  fanciful  is  that  notion  which  has 
been  advanced,  that  our  tariff  of  duties  on  foreign  im- 
ports will  be  increased,  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a 
surplus  for  distribution.  No  gentleman  will  admit  that 
he  would  be  governed  in  his  action  here  by  such  a  mo- 
tive. Nay,  he  would  repel  with  indignation  such  a 
charge.  I  would  repel  it  for  my  constituents  as  readily 
as  I  would  repel  it  for  myself.  Sir,  the  difference  be- 
tween the  proposition  contained  in  the  bill  and  an  abso- 
lute system  of  distribution  is  as  palpable  as  that  between 
the  night  and  the  day.  In  the  first  case,  we  deposite 
with  the  States,  for  safe-keeping,  an  accidental  and  un- 
avoidable surplus,  to  be  used  by  the  Government  when 
required.  In  the  other,  we  create  a  surplus  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  given  to  the  States,  and  without  any  ex- 
pectation or  obligation  on  their  part  to  return  it.  Sir, 
there  is  no  danger  of  raising  our  duties  on  imports  for 
such  a  purpose.  The  principle  on  which  duties  are 
levied,  I  believe,  is  well  and  universally  understood  at 
this  day.  Graduate  your  duties  so  as  to  raise  no  more 
revenue  than  is  required  for  the  economical  wants  of  the 
Government,  and,  in  thus  graduating  them,  give  inci- 
dental protection  to  such  branches  of  industry  as  you 
think  the  interests  of  the  country  requiae  to  be  protect- 


ed.  But,  sir,  if  you  want  to  ensure  an  increase  of  duties 
let  your  expenditures  be  made  extra vftgant,  for  the  pur 
pose  of  absorbing  this  immense  surplus,  and  the  Mx* 
must  be  increased  to  furnish  means  to  carry  out  the  ei 
travagance  thus  commenced.     I  beg  gentlemen  to  n 
fleet  on  this  subject.     They  seem  to  have  looked  odl. 
on  one  side  of  the  question.     Whibt  they  sre  attempt. 
ing  to  avoid  an  Imagmary  evil,  tbey  are  rushinf;  into  itr 
solute  danger.     To  them  might  well  be  applied  the  K> 
man  maxim,  Ineidit  in  Sctfllam  qui  vult  viiare  Ckm^- 
dim. 

Put  it  to  the  plain,  practical,  common  sense  of  eren 
man  in  this  nation,  and  he  will  respond  to  you  that  be  • 
governed  by  no  such  motives  as  those  attributed  to  \m 
He  will  tell  you  that  this  surplus  is  in  a  ntustion  to  bf 
productive  of  immense  mischief,  as  it  now  is{  he  viiitrl. 
you  it  ought  to  be  deposited  with  the  States,  beouse  it 
will  there  be  safely  kept  and  carefully  used,  for  tbc 
benefit  of  the  people,  who  contributed  towards  it:  an: 
that  it  will  be  forthcoming  whenever  the  vants  of  \k 
'Government  require  it.  If  such  would  be  the  con?icfiom 
of  every  honest  man,  how  can  you  charge  upon  the  pta: 
mass  of  the  people  of  this  country  such  base  snJ  w:^' 
motives  as  a  contrary  position  would  imply?   S'^  'V"" 
not  be;  1  feel  that  the  spirit  of  the  people  is  above  it,  I 
feel  that  I  know  the  motives  which  govern  my  fti^"*; 
citisens  in  such  matter*;.     I  have  been  brought  up  «ii 
them;  I  have  always  lived  in  the  midst  of  them;  an<l  I  s" 
yet  to  learn  that  such  arc  their  principles  of  acuon.  I 
am  persuaded  I  i^eak  the  sentiments  of  the  people  -}' 
the  State  of  New  York  on  tim  subject.   They  cannot  ' 
seduced  from  their  integrity  by  such  means.    They  rn^^ 
be  willing  to  keep  the  public  money,  as  a  safe  dep^)»rfo; 
of  it,  till  it  is  needed  for  the  put>lic  service;  buttho 
will  not  be  humble  suppliants  here  for  your  bounty;  *'.J 
they  will  not  instruct  their  representatives  to  do  iU 
which  they  would  not  do  themselves.    Tbers  is  no  d«^ 
ger,  therefore,  in  this  measu;^.  It  is  the  only  one  whcj 
avoids  all  danger.    If  this  be  not  adopted,  there  are  but 
two  other  modes  of  disposing  of  the  surplus  left-    ^°^ 
one  is  by  extravagant  appropriations,  without  reference 
to  the  real  wants  of  the  country,  and  which  vilt  require 
an  increased  tariff  to  carry  them  tlirough.  The  others?, 
to  leave  them  in  the  deposite  banks,  to  become  the  prt; 
of  speculators,  and  the  foot-ball  of  party.    Sir,  I  canno: 
hesitate  between  them.     And  I  am  utterly  st  a  M  ^^ 
conceive  how  gentlemen,  who  are  so  naturally  je»»«** 
of  all  banks,  are  willing  to  leave  this  immense  p"ver  >') 
their  hands.     When  the  United  States  Bank  »»« "f. 
prived  of  its  power  by  the  removal  of  the  deposilfs  « 
had,  at  that  lime,  but  about  seven  millions  of  the  p«f^^« 
money;  whereas,  by  the  lowest  estimates,  these  dep(» 
banks  will  have,  on  the  first  of  January  next,  not  »|; 
than  thirty  millions.     Do  not  gentlemen  pewcirc  tM| 
they  are  putting  into  their  hands  a  power  hr  grjf*  *^ 
than  they  were  willing  to  intrust  to  the  Bank  ol »  - 
United  States?    Do  they  not  also  perceive  thai,  by  re 
jecting  that  portion  of  the  bill  which  rel»tc«  to  the  op- 
posite banks,  they  arc  leaving  this  immense  po»f 
their  hands  without  any  regulation  by  law?    W  ^^ 
this?     Why,  simply  because  they  are  spprchensivc  iw . 
by  depositing  this  surplus,  ratably,  among  **'^"^*|/ 
States  of  this  Union,  it  will  tend  to  cdmipt  the  peop' 
They  are  willing  to  leave  it  in  these  banks,  without  le. 
restraints,  subject  to  all  the  vicisMtudes  and  (wnf^^ 
which  the  use  and  disposition  of  such  ■".*?*"™'"^-,ruii 
must  always  encounter;  but  they  are  unwillinff  to »      ' 
it  to  the  custody  of  the  States,  under  the  saniftionoii^^' 

to  be  by  them  safely  kept,  and  surely  relurnf"*  ^^^  j 
ever  the  wants  of  the  Government  require  '*•  "V^^ 
think  1  speak  the  sentiments  of  the  deposite  baijK>  ^^ 
I  say  I  do  not  believe  they  wish  to  keep  it.  '  .^^fj. 
not  unaware  of  the  tendency  to  spcctilition  »»" 
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trading  which  the  use  of  such  immense  means  has  on  the 
whole  community;  tnd  when  thus  embarked,  any  sudden 
demand  for  and  withdrawal  of  these  means  must  produce 
consequences  of  the  most  destructive  character.  I  can 
readily  foresee  that,  even  if  this  bill  becomes  a  law,  there 
will  be  more  or  less  difficulty  in  the  banks'  contracting 
their  loans,  so  as  to  be  prepared  to  meet  the  drafts  of 
ttie  Treasury  when  this  surplus  shall  be  deposited  with 
the  States.  The  projectile  force  which  has  already  been 
g-iven  to  the  community,  by  means  of  these  funds,  will 
continue  to  operate  af>er  the  cause  has  ceased .  But  the 
period  fixed  in  the  bill  for  withdrawing^  them  is  so  re- 
mote,  that  I  apprehend  no  material  difficulty  in  their 
beings  ready  to  carry  out  the  arrangement. 

Mr.  President,  the  vote  I  am  called  upon  to  give  on 
this  bill  I  deem  the  most  important  I  have  ever  given  in 
my  life.  I  have  maturely  considered  it— it  is  the  result 
of  anxious  reflection  and  deep  conviction;  and  were  I 
not  supported  by  the  very  large  majority  of  my  political 
friends  in  this  Senate,  I  might  be  led  to  distrust  my  own 
judgment;  but  with  their  support,  my  convictions  are 
the  stronger;  and  I  can  never  persuade  myself  we  are 
wrong.  I  think  I  see  this  matter  as  clear  as  the  sun  at 
noonday.  My  mind  has  a  perfect-  conception  of  the 
evtls  to  be  encountered  by  the  rejection  of  this  bill,  and 
of  the  benefits  to  be  conferred  by  its  adoption.  There 
is  no  film  upon  the  mental  eye~-my  judgment  tells  me 
it  \^  right — my  conscience  approves  it.  I  have  no  incli- 
nation to  indulge  in  prophetic  vision;  but  I  think  1  can 
discern  in  the  long  vista  of  the  future  the  sad  train  of 
evils  which  must  follow  the  adverse  action  of  this  day. 
I  fancy  I  can  see  our  currency  deranged,  our  credit  sys- 
tem overturned,  and  our  country  precipitated  from  that 
heif^ht  of  prosperity  which  she  has  so  long  enjoyed;  but 
I  will  not  appal  you  with  an  exhibition  of  those  evils, 
\r{)ich,  like  Banquo's  ghosts,  are  lengthening  out  before 
us.  The  future  historian,  standing  on  the  proud  emi- 
nence which  we  now  occupy,  and  looking  into  the  dark 
abyss  into  which  we  may  be  plunged,  will  say,  with 
Shakspeare's  man  on  Dover  Clins, 

"  How  fearful 
And  dizzy  *ti9,  to  cast  one's  eye  so  low!" 

Sir,  in  giving  my  vote  for  this  bill,  if  it  is  the  last  vote 
I  ever  give,  I  shall  feel  that  I  have  failhfully  and  consci- 
entiously discharged  an  important  and  responsible  duty 
to  myself  and  to  the  country. 

When  Mr.  Tallmadox  had  concluded — 

Mr.  WRIGHT  made  some  remarks  in  explanation  of 
several  things  that  had  fallen  during  the  debate,  and  in 
opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  SHEPLEV  said  he  had  wished  to  state  the  rea- 
sons of  his  vote,  but  would  take  some  other  occasion, 
and  hoped  the  question  would  be  taken  at  once. 

Mr.  CLAY  took  the  floor,  and  spoke  at  length  in  fa- 
vor of  the  bill,  and  in  general  congratulation  of  the  de- 
termination which  seemed  to  pervade  the  Senate,  with- 
out distinction  of  party,  to  check  extravagant  expendi- 
tures and  provide  for  the  safety  of  the  public  moneys. 

Mr.  NILES  made  a  few  remarks. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  expressed  a  hope  that  the  hsrmony 
of  the  debate  would  not  be  disturbed.  He  thought  there 
was  no  mischief  in  the  measure,  and  it  was  a  mere  meas- 
u  re  of  precaution. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Crittenden, 
Davis,  fiwing  of  Illinois,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough, 
Hendricks,  Hubbard,  Rent*  Ring  of  Alabama,  Ring  of 
Georgia,  Rnight,  Leigh,  Linn,  McRean,  Mangum,  Moore, 
Morris,  Nicholas>  Niles,  Page,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston, 


Rives,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Shepley,  Southard, 
Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Wall,  Webster, 
White— 40. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Cuthbert,  Grundy, 
Walker,  Wright— 6. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

Satvrdat,  Juirx  18. 
TEXAS. 

Mr.  CLAY,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, to  whom  were  referred  the  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Connecticut,  and  a  number  of  memorials 
and  petitions  from  various  quarters,  praying  for  the  re- 
cognition of  the  independence  of  Texas,  made  tlie  fol- 
lowing report: 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  were 
referred  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Connecticut, 
sundry  memorials,  and  other  proceedings  of  various 
meetings  of  the  people,  all  recommending  the  recogni- 
tion of  the  independence  of  Texas,  has,  according  to 
order,  had  them  under  consideration,  and  now  beg  leave 
to  submit  to  the  Senate  the  following  report  and  reso- 
lution: 

The  light  of  one  independent  Power  to  recognise  the 
fact  of  the  existence  of  a  new  Power,  about  to  assume  a 
position  among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  is  incontestable. 
It  is  founded  upon  another  right — that  which  appertains 
to  every  sovereignty  to  take  care  of  its  own  interests, 
by  establishing  and  cultivating  such  commercial  or  other 
relations  with  the  new  Power  as  may  be  deemed  expe- 
dient. Its  exercise  gives  no  just  ground  of  umbrage  or 
cause  of  war.  The  policy  which  has  hitherto  guided 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  in  respect  to  new 
Powers  has  been  to  act  on  the  fact  of  their  existence, 
without  regard  to  their  origin,  whether  that  has  been  by 
the  subversion  of  a  pre-existing  Government,  or  by  the 
violent  or  voluntary  separation  of  one  from  another  part 
of  a  common  nation.  In  cases  where  an  old  established 
nation  has  thought  proper  to  change  the  form  of  its  Gov- 
ernment, the  United  States,  conforming  to  the  rule  which 
has  ever  governed  their  conduct,  of  strictly  abstaining 
from  all  interference  in  the  domestic  concerns  of  other . 
States,  have  not  stopped  to  inquire  wliether  the  new 
Government  has  been  rightfully  adopted  or  nut.  It  has 
been  sufficient  for  them  that  it  is  in  fact  the  Government 
of  the  country  in  practical  operation.  There  is,  how- 
ever, a  marked  difference  in  the  instances  of  an  old 
nation  which  has  altered  the  form  of  its  Government,  and 
a  newly-organized  Power,  which  has  just  sprung  into 
existence.  In  the  former  case,  (such,  for  example,  as 
was  that  of  France,)  the  nation  had  existed  for  ages  as  a 
separate  and  independent  community.  It  is  matter  of 
history;  and  the  recognition  of  its  new  Governments  was 
not  necessary  to  denote  the  existence  of  the  nation;  but, 
with  respect  to  new  Powers,  the  recognition  of  tlieir 
Governments  comprehends,  first,  an  acknowledgment  of 
their  ability  to  exist  as  independent  States,  and,  second- 
ly, the  capacity  of  their  particular  Governments  to  per- 
form the  duties  and  fulfil  the  obligations  towards  foreign 
Powers  incident  to  their  new  condition.  Hence,  more 
caution  and  deliberation  are  necessary  in  considering  and 
determining  the  question  of  the  acknowledgment  of  a 
new  Power  than  that  of  the  new  Government  of  an  old 
Power. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  has  taken  no 
part  in  the  contest  which  has  unhappily  existed  between 
Texas  and  Mexico.  It  has  avowed  its  intention,  and  ta- 
ken measures  to  maintain  a  strict  neutrality  towards  the 
belligerants.  If  individual  citizens  of  the  U  nited  States, 
impelled  by  sympathy  for  those  who  were  believed  to 
be  struggling  for  liberty  and  independence  against  op- 
pression and  tvfanny,  have  engaged  in  the  contest,  it  has 
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been  without  the  authority  of  their  Government.  On 
the  contrary,  the  laws  which  have  been,  hitherto  found 
necessary  or  expedient  to  prevent  citizens  of  the  United 
States  from  taking  part  in  foreign  wan  have  been  direct- 
ed to  be  enforced. 

Sentiments  of  sympathy  and  devotion  to  civil  liberty, 
which  have  always  animated  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  have  prompted  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions 
and  other  manifestations  of  popular  feeling  which  have 
been  referred  to  the  committee,  recommending  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  independence  of  Texas.  The 
committee  shares  fully  in  all  these  sentimenlst  but  a  wise 
and  prudent  Government  should  not  act  solely  on  the 
impulse  of  feeling,  however  natural  and  laudable  it  may 
be.  It  ought  to  avoid  all  precipitation,  and  not  adopt  so 
grave  a  measure  as  that  of  recognising  the  independence 
of  a  new  Power,  until  it  has  satisfactory  information,  and 
has  fully  deliberated. 

The  committee  has  no  information  respecting  the  re- 
cent movements  in  Texan,  except  such  as  is  derived  from 
the  public  prints.  According  to  that,  the  war  broke 
out  m  Texas  last  autumn.  Its  professed  object,  like 
that  of  our  revolutionary  contest  in  the  commencement, 
was  not  separation  and  independence,  but  a  redress  of 
grievances.  In  March  last  independence  was  proclaim- 
ed, and  a  constitution  and  form  of  Government  were  es- 
tablished. No  means  of  ascertaining  accurately  the 
exact  amount  of  the  population  of  Texas  are  at  the  com- 
mand of  the  committee.  It  has  been  estimated  at  some 
sixty  or  seventy  thousand  souls.  Nor  are  the  precise 
limits  of  the  country  which  passes  under  the  denomina- 
tion of  Texas  known  to  the  committee.  They  are  prob- 
ably not  eWarly  defined,  but  they  are  supposed  to  be 
extensive,  afiA  sufficiently  large,  when  peopled,  to  form 
a  respectable  Power. 

If  the  population  is  smalli  if,  when  compared  with  that 
of  the  United  Mexican  States,  amounting,  probably,  to 
not  less  than  eight  millions  of  souls,  the  contest  has  been 
unequal,  it  has,  nevertheless,  been  maintained  by  Texas 
with  uncommon  resolution,  undaunted  valor,  and  emi- 
nent success.  And  the  recent  signal  and  splendid  vic- 
tory, in  which  that  portion  of  the  Mexican  army  which 
was  commanded  by  General  Santa  Anna,  the  President 
of  the  Mexican  Government,  in  person,  was  entirely 
overthrown,  with  unexampled  slaughter,  compared  with 
the  inconsiderable  loss  on  the  other  side,  put  to  flight 
and  captured,  including  among  the  prisoners  the  Presi- 
dent himself  and  bis  staff,  may  be  considered  as  decisive 
of  the  independence  of  Texas.  That  memorable  event 
will  probably  be  followed  by  negotiations  which  may 
lead  to  the  acknowledgment  by  Mexico  of  the  independ- 
ence of  Texas  and  the  settlement  of  its  boundaries. 
And,  under  all  circumstances,  it  might,  perhaps,  be 
more  conformable  with  the  amicable  relations  subsisting 
between  the  United  States  and  the  United  Mexican 
States,  that  the  latter  should  precede  the  former  in  the 
acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  Texas.  But 
if  the  war  should  "be  protracted,  or  if  there  should  be 
unreasonable  delay  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment, the  Government  of  the  United  States  ought  not  to 
await  its  action. 

The  recognition  of  Texas  as  an  independent  Power 
may  be  made  by  the  United  States  in  various  ways:  1st, 
by  treaty;  3d,  by  the  passage  of  a  law  regulating  com- 
mercial intercourse  between  the  two  Powers;  3d,  by 
sending  a  diplomatic  agent  to  Texas,  with  the  usual  cre- 
dentials; or,  lastly,  by  the  Executive  receiving  and  ac- 
crediting a  diplomatic  representative  from  Texas,  which 
would  be  a  recognition  as  far  as  the  Executive  only  is 
competent  to  make  it.  In  the  first  and  third  modes  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate,  in  its  executive  character, 
would  be  necessary;  and  in  the  second,  in  iu  legislative 
character.    The  Senate  alone,  without  tl^  cooperation 
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of  some  other  branch  of  the  Government,  is  not  compe- 
tent to  recojjpnise  the  existence  of  any  Pom'er. 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  by  the  constitu- 
tion,  has  the  charg^e  of  their  foreign  Intercourse.  Regu- 
larly he  ought  to  take  the  initiative  in  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  independence  of  any  new  Power.  But,  in 
this  case,  he  has  not  yet  done  it,  for  reasons  which  he, 
without  doubt,  deems  sufficient.  If,  in  any  instance,  the 
President  should  be  tardy,  he  may  be  quickened  in  the 
exercise  of  his  power  by  the  expression  of  the  opinion, 
or  by  other  acts,  of  one  or  both  branches  of  Congress, 
as  was  done  in  relation  to  the  republics  formed  out  of 
Spanish  America.  But  the  committee  does  not  think 
that,  on  this  occasion,  any  tardiness  is  justly  imputable  to 
the  Executive.  About  three  months  rnly  have  elapsed 
since  the  establishment  of  an  independent  Government 
in  Texas;  and  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  wait  a  short  time 
to  see  what  its  operation  will  be,  and  especially  whether 
it  will  afford  those  guarantees  which  foreign  Powers  have 
a  right  to  expect  before  they  institute  relations  with  it. 

Taking  this  view  of  the  whole  matter,  the  committee 
conclude  by  recommending  to  the  Senate  the  adoption 
of  the  following  resolution: 

Reaohedf  That  the  independence  of  Texas  ought  to 
be  acknowledged  by  the  United  States  whenever  satis- 
factory information  shall  be  received  that  it  has  in  suc- 
cessful operation  a  civil  Government,  capable  of  per- 
forming the  duties  and  fulfilling  the  obligations  of  an  in- 
dependent Power. 

Mr.  CLAY  stated  that  the  committee,  he  was  happy 
to  inform  the  Senate,  had  been  unanimous  in  their  sanc- 
tion of  this  report.  He  did  not  know  that  it  was  very 
important  that  the  resolution  should  be  acted  on  at  this 
session.  Yet,  as  there  might  be  gentlemen  who  would 
desire  to  give  their  views  on  the  subject,  be  would  move 
that  the  report  be  printed,  and  made  the  special  order 
for  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  PRESTON,  in  a  tone  which  did  not  reach  the 
reporter,  expressed  his  acquiescence  in  the  motion,  and 
bis  wish  that  a  resolution  offered  by  him  some  days  since, 
calling  on  the  President  for  a  communication  on  the  sub- 
ject of  any  correspondence  between  him  and  the  Gov- 
ernment or  agents  of  Texas,  on  the  subject  of  the  condi- 
tion, administration,  &c.,  of  Texas,  be  taken  up.  Tbe 
Senate  would  then  be  able  to  decide  whether  any  further 
action  was  necessary.  •  * 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  hoped  the  resolution  would  be 
taken  up.  It  would  be  very  desirable  to  have  the  in- 
formation which  it  asked  for,  in  order  to  determine  if 
any  stronger  measure  was  necessary  than  that  now  re- 
ported. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Clat  was  agreed  to. 

The  Senate  then  took  up- for  consideration  several 
private  bills;  after  which. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  executive  business;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  in  secret  session. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


MoKDAT,  Juirs  20. 

The  CHAIR  presented  the  credentials  of  Rjghau) 
Batard,  elected  United  States  Senator,  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  Delaware,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  the  resignation  of  the  honorable  Assold 
Naudaiit. 

Mr.  Batabd  then  appeared,  and  took  the  requisite 
oath  and  his  seat. 

BANKS  IN  FLORIDA. 

Mr.  WEBSTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to 
which  was  referred  a  resolution  [Mr.  HviBAmn's]  in- 
structing the  committee  to  inquire  if  tbe  course  pursued 
by  the  territorial  Legislature  of  Florida,  concerning  the 
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incorporation  of  bankfi,  did  not  require  the  interference 
of  Confi^ress,  and  into  the  number  of  banking  institutions 
in  Florida  established  within  the  last  three  year^,  report- 
ed that  the  committee  had  attended  to  this  busines.^  and 
had  come  to  a  decision  that  the  state  of  the  banking  in- 
stitutions does  require  the  attention  of  Congress.  He 
was,  therefore,  instructed  to  report  a  bill  and  Joint  reso- 
lution. It  was  certain  that  laws  had  been  passed  by  the 
territorial  Legislature  which  should  be  disapproved  and 
annulled.  There  was  no  doubt  that  Congress  had  the 
power  to  disapprove  or  annul,  although  there  might 
arise  a  question,  in  some  cases,  where  the  property  to 
be  acted  on  may  have  passed  into  the  hands  of  a  third 
person.  Such  had  been  the  lax  state  of  the  legislation 
in  Florida  on  this  subject,  that  persons  having  capital 
had  gone  thither  expecting  that,  by  the  passage  of  ex- 
traordinary laws  with  unusual  privileges,  they  might 
use  their  cnpital  with  greater  advantage.  Mr.  W.  con- 
cluded with  reporting—- 

An  act  to  prohibit  the  passage  of  acts  incorporating 
banks  in  Florida,  without  the  sanction  of  Congress,  and 
disapproving  and  annulling  certain  laws  therein  named} 

A  joint  resohition  disapproving  of  certain  charter8,&c. 

The  bill  and  joint  resolution  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  re a()ing. 

THE  POST  OFFICE. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  mo^ed  the  Senate  to  take  up  the  bill 
to  change  the  organization  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment; and  the  motion  being  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  on  non-concurring  with  the  com- 
mittee in  an  amendment  by  which  the  43d  and  44th 
sections  were  inserted,  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  43d  and 
44th  sections.  [These  are  the  sections  which  relate  to 
the  boxes  in  the  post  offices.] 

Mr.  DAVIS  moved  to  amend  the  motion  by  inserting 
in  lieu  of  these  sections  the  following  substitute: 

Be  it  further  enact td^  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  each 
deputy  postmaster  in  the  United  States  to  erect  and 
maintain  in  his  office  boxes  for  the  accommodation  of 
such  persons  as  may  apply  for  them,  on  the  following 
conditions,  and  no  other,  to  wit: 

First,  in  each  village,  town,  city,  or  place,  containing, 
by  the  census  of  1830,  less  than  ten  thousand  inhabitants, 
each  deputy  postmaster  may  rent  such  boxes  at  any  sum 
not  exceeding  one  dollar  each  a  year. 

Second.  In  each  village,  town,  or  city,  containing  more 
than  ten  thousand  and  less  than  twenty  thousand  inhab- 
itants, by  the  said  census,  each  deputy  postmaster  may 
rent  such  boxes  for  any  sum  not  exceeding  one  dollar 
and  fifty  cents  a  year. 

Third.  In  each  village,  town,  or  city,  containing,  by 
said  census,  mure  than  twenty  thousand  inhabitants,  such 
deputy  postmaster  may  rent  such  boxes  for  any  sum  not 
exceeding  two  dollars  a  year. 

Fourth.  Tjie  expense  of  erecting  such  boxes  shall  be 
defrayed  out  of  the  revenue  arising  therefrom. 

Fifth,  llie  several  deputy  postmastera  shall  keep  a 
true  account  of  all  the  proceeds  arising  from  the  rent  of 
such  boxes,  and  make  return  thereof  with  the  other 
accounts  of  his  office. 

Sixth.  The  several  deputy  postmasters,  except  in  the 
cities  of  New  York  and  New  Orleans,  may,  in  addition 
to  the  other  allowances  made  to  them  by  law  for  (heir 
services,  detain  for  their  own  use  the  revenue  arising 
from  said  boxes,  provided  such  revenue,  when  added  to 
the  other  emoluments,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
thirty-five  hundred  dollars  in  a  year;  in  which  case  the 
balance  shall  be  paid  as  other  revenues  to  the  General 
P.ost  Office. 

Seventh.  The  deputy  postmasters  may  detain  in  their 
respective  bands  from  the  rerenue  of  said  boxes  until 


that,  with  th^ir  other  emoluments,  amounts  respectively 
to  four  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  (his  motion  to  strike  out  having  pre- 
cedence) explained  his  wishes  to  be  to  make  a  distinc- 
tion in  value  between  the  boxes  in  villages  and  in 
large  towns  and  cities.  He  wanted  information  to  en- 
able him  to  perfect  a  graduation  of  value,  and  he 
thought  it  would  be  best  to  wait  for  inquiry  to  be  made 
by  the  Postmaster  General,  and  the  result  to  be  commu- 
nicated, before  any  permanent  system  be  adopted.  Ha 
was  glad  that  a  bill  had  been  agreed  on,  and  he  hoped 
it  would  be  passed. 

Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  expressed  aUo  his  gratlBcation 
that  the  bill  had  advanced  so  far,  and  he  hoped  it  would 
be  passed.  But  he  thought  that  something  more  ought 
to  be  given  concerning  the  postmasters  than  would  be 
contained  in  the  bill  if  these  sections  were  stricken  out. 
In  that  case  the  postmasters  would  be  entitled  to  possess 
the  perquisites  which  they  have  possessed  hitherto. 
The  amendment  which  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Da  vis]  proposed,  gives  to  the  postmasters  at  New 
Orleans  and  New  York  $4,000  each,  and  to  all  others 
$3,500,  as  the  maximum  of  salary  and  perquisites;  and 
he  thought  this  a  good  plan,  and  would  vote  for  it,  and 
against  the  motion  to  strike  out. 

Mr.  PRESTON  made  some  observations  in  favor  of 
connecting  the  individual  interest  with  the  box  system. 
If  the  postmaster  were  required  to  keep  these  boxes  ex 
offiido  for  the  public  convenience,  he  would  become  in- 
diflTerent,  and  less  disposed  to  accommodation.  As  the 
postmaster  came  more  in  contact  with  the  public  than 
any  other  officer,  it  was  desirable  that  a  good  under- 
standing should  exist  between  them.  He  dwelt  on  the 
necenity  of  having  a  responsible  officer,  who  possessed 
the  good  will  of  the  citizens,  to  conduct  the  post  office 
in  every  place;  and  went  into  a  calculation  of  the  area 
required  for  a  specified  number  of  boxes,  to  show  how 
the  concession  of  this  convenience  to  the  public  increas- 
ed the  amount  of  the  rent  and  the  labors  of  the  office. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  subject  was  not  well  un- 
derstood. There  had  been  no  complaint  on  the  subject 
of  these  boxes.  The  effect  of  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  would  be  that  in  every  vil- 
lage the  postmaster  may  exact  a  tax  of  any  amount  not 
exceeding  one  dollar.  In  Philadelphia  every  one  ap- 
proved the  present  system;  whoever  wishes  a  box  pays 
four  dollars.  The  postmaster  there  has  never  rented 
more  than  450  of  them,  und  never  received  more  in  any 
one  year  than  $1,350,  making  his  total  revenue  from  the 
office  $3,500.  The  only  objection  advanced  against  the 
system  is,  that  the  postmasters  at  New  York  and  Nev 
Orleans  receive  too  much.  This  evil,  if  it  exists,  might 
be  remedied  without  changing  the  system.  The  new 
scheme  would  derange,  also,  the  condition  of  the  Phila- 
delphia post  office.  The  postmaster  could  no  longer  be 
the  ensurer  of  the  Department  for  the  merchants.  He 
was  willing  to  say  that  no  postmaster  shall  receive  more 
than  $4,000,  as  he  thought  the  postmaster  at  New  York 
received  too  much. 

Mr.  PORTER  stated  that  the  postmaster  at  New  Or- 
leans did  not  receive  too  much.  He  reminded  the  Sen- 
ate that  postmasters  were  responsible  fur  the  letter^  in 
their  custody;  and  concluded  with  stating  that  he  pre- 
ferred the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, on  account  of  its  simple  charaeteri  to  that  moved  by 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts. 
Aaer  a  few  words  f^om  Mr.  QHUNDY, 
Mr.  DAVIS  explained  his  propositinn.  Hi*  •««<^'l 
that  in  all  cases  where  the  populaliiMi  H'***  ntH  »»•  •>•>•! 
1(^000,  it  is  proposed  to  leave  the  bouni  itt  ih»  •him*..**. 
in  which  they  had  been  plaee4  by  il«e  f|M«»««  ir  m*. 
population  if  from  10,000  to  Vt/fiH,  iU*'  t«««a«Hii*#««»  \r 
authorised  to  jharge  $1  5^.    If  ii»  |i««tty^iv*'  •>->**•«- 
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20,000,  the  price  ia  to  be  fixed  at  f2.  As  rej^rds  New 
York  and  New  Orleans,  the  proceeds  of  the  office  to  the 
postntaater  are  not  to  exceed  $4,000.  He  aaw  no  dan- 
ger of  any  dimmution  of  convenience  to  the  public  froifi 
his  proposed  arrangement.  He  stated  that  there  had 
been  complaints  of  the  present  system,  and  that  in  New 
York,  gentlemen  residing  out  of  the  city  were  obliged 
to  buy  boxes,  or  were  unable  to  obtain  their  letters  as 
soon  as  those  who  possessed  boxes.  He  said  that  a 
change  was  also  required  by  the  inordinate  salaries 
given  to  some  of  the  postmasters,  which  was  far  more 
than  was  paid  to  State  officers  of  the  first  rank. 

Other  remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  DAVIS,  and  the 
debnte  was  continued  by  Mr.  BUCHANAN.  The  ques- 
tion was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Gbuxdt  to 
strike  out,  and  was  carried  in  the  affirmative:  Ayes  25. 
Mr.  DAVIS  then  moved  to  insert  his  substitute,  and 
aiiked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

The  qtiestion  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to  amend, 
and  was  decided  as  follows: 

YiAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Davis,  Ewingof  Ohio,  Goldsborough,  Knight,  Mang^m, 
Moore,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Southard,  Swift,  Tomlinson, 
Webster— 16. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Cuthbert,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King 
of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  McKean,  Morris, 
Nicholas,  Niles,  Page,  Porter,  Preston,  Rives,  Robin- 
son, Ruggles,  Sheplev,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wall, 
White,  Wright— 28. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved  the  following  amendment: 
**  Be  it  enadedf  That  each  postmaster  and  deputy 
postmaster  shall  make  quarterly  returns  of  the  amount 
received  by  him  for  the  rent  of  boxes;  and  if  the  same 
shall  exceed  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  per  an- 
num, he  shall  account  for  and  pay  over  the  excess." 

Mr.  GRUNDY  opposed  the  amendment.  He  thought 
the  postage  on  letters  at  present  too  high,  and  wished 
the  subject  to  stand  over  until  the  whole  subject  should 
be  considered  at  the  next  session.  He  wished  the 
amendment  could  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  declined  to  withdraw  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

-  Mr.  CLAY  said  this  matter  of  perquisites  was  incon- 
sistent with  the  genius  of  our  Government.  He  knew 
these  perquisites  existed,  but  he  had  never  dreamt  that 
the  Senate  would  have  been  seriously  engaged  in  regu- 
lating these  perquisites.  They  might  as  well  undertake 
to  regulate  the  perquisites  of  custom-house  officers.  If  a 
postmaster  receives  1,000  dollars  salary,  and  by  means 
of  his  exactions  can  make  another  1,000,  the  law  is  now 
to  be  changed  so  as  to  give  him  authority  to  do  so.  He 
was  glad  to  find  that  the  attention  of  the  popular  branch 
bad  been  called  to  the  subject,  and  that  they  had  arrest- 
ed this  official  abuse  in  the  beginning. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  said  that  the  boxes  had  been  establish- 
ed at  Boston  about  forty  years  ago.  He  wished  the 
subject  to  remain  over  until  the  next  session. 

Mr.  DAVIS  said  this  was  a  beginning  of  legal  enact- 
ments on  the  subject,  and  he  should,  therefore,  vote 
against  the  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Gruhdt,  and  decided  in  the  negative:  Yeas  15,  nays  29. 

Mr.  PORTER  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  introducing 
a  provision  that  the  Postmaster  General  shall  keep  all 
offers  for  contracts.  See,  in  a  well-bound  volume,  &c., 
and  reported  to  Congress  and  published. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to.  The  bill  was  then 
reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended;  the  amendments 
were  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
"^rossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 


The  message  of  the  President  of  the  United  State?* 
returning  the  bill  to  fix  the  day  fur  the  annual  iDeeting^ 
bf  Congress,  &e.,  being  the  special  order,  was^  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  CLAYTON,  postponed  till  to-morrow,  and 
made  the  special  order  for  that  da  v. 

MILITARY  ESTABLISHMENT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  Senate  fbok  up  the 
bill  to  increase  the  military  peace  establishment  of  the 
United  SUtes. 

[The  bill  proposes  to  increase  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
army  to  10,524;  and  also  proposes  a  considerable  in- 
crease to  the  general  staif,  an  addition  of  three  pay- 
masters, and  a  small  increase  of  the  medical  staff.] 

Mr.  BENTON  explained  and  advocated  the  bill. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  had  supposed  that  aa  no  augmenta- 
tion of  the  army  could  be  of  any  service  for  the  present 
Indian  wars,  which  must  terminate  long  before  the  re- 
cruiting could  be  completed,  and  as  they  had  passed  a 
law  already  to  raise  ten  thousand  volunteers,  and  an  ad- 
ditional regiment  of  dragoon*,  that  this  bill  would  not  be 
pressed.  Considering  the  militia  as  the  proper  constitu- 
tional force  fur  repelling  all  insurrections  and  invanons, 
and  considering  that  the  additional  regiment  of  dragoons 
was  a  sufficient  increase  of  the  military  peace  eatablish- 
mcnt,  he  would,  to  try  the  sense  of  the  Senate,  move  to 
strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  LINN  spoke  against  the  motion  at  some  length. 
He  showed  the  urg<fnt  necessity  there  was  for  increasing 
the  military  force  for  the  protection  of  our  Indian 
frontiers,  and  quoted  the  opinions  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  of  General  Jesup,  in  support  of  his  argument. 

The  present  frontier  population  of  Missouri  were  very 
different  from  those  hardy  and  warlike  adventurers  who 
oonquered  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi.     They  were 
generally  persons  in  easy  circumstances,  who  had  emi- 
grated from  the  Ea^t  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  hind 
Tur  their  growing  families,, ^and  were  more  fitted  for  the 
pursuits  of  peftce  and  industry  than  the  hard^ihips  and 
dangers  of  Indian  warfare.     It  was  all-important  to'^uch 
to  be  able  to  pursue  their  usual  avocations  without  the 
constant  dread  of  savage  aggressions.     There  was  no 
doubt  but  they  could  conquer  the  Indians,  but  it  would 
be  after  many  fair  fields  had  been  made  deaolate,  and 
many  a  widow  would  be  weeping  over  her  fatherless 
children.     It  would  be  a  humane  policy  towards  the 
Indians  themselves,  as  well  as  justice  to  the  frontier 
States,  to  have  such  a  force  as  would  prevent  the  possi- 
bility of  an  Indian  outbreak.     Mr.  L.  spoke  of  the  u'sr- 
like  character  of  the  Indians,  the  feelings  of  hatred  and 
revenge  they  must  necessarily  indulge  against  the  whites; 
and  the  facilities  they  have  for  forming  combinations,  in 
consequence  of  so  many  of  them  having  been  thrown 
into  situations  inviting  intercourse  on  the  borders  of  the 
frontier  States— all  of  which    powerfully  argued  the 
necessity  of  having  a  sufficient  force  to  overawe  them. 
Mr.  BENTON  also  opposed  the  motion.   The  increase 
of  the  army  was  not  asked  for,  he  said,  in  consequence 
of  the  present   Indian  wars  going  on  in  the  South.     It 
was  a  permanent  increase  of  the  army,  called  for  by  the 
situation  of  the  frontier  States,  on  whose  borders  the 
Government  had  placed,  without  their  consent,  such 
vast  numbers  of  well-armed  and  well-supplied  Indians. 
The  increase  now  asked  for  would  .not  make  the  army 
as  full  as  it  was  in  1815,  when  there  was  far  less  occasion 
for  a  military  force  than  now.     Mr.  B.  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question;  which  were  ordered. 

A  discussion  here  followed,  in  which  Messrs.  CAL- 
HOUN, PORTER,  WRIGHT,  BENTON,  and  PRES- 
TON,  took  part,  relative  to  the  additional  expense  that 
would  be  incurred  by  the  proposed  increase  of  the  rank 
and  file  of  the  army. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  supported  the  motion  to  strike 
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out  the  first  section.  He  considered  the  increase  of  the 
army  unnecessary  to  protect  the  frontiers  against  a  bro- 
ken, divided,  and  down-trodden  race,  so  far  subdued 
in  spirit  as  to  be  removed  from  the  homes  of  their  child- 
hood and  the  graves  of  their  ancestors,  without  raising  a 
hand.  He  denied  that  there  was  any  probability  of  a 
combination  of  different  tribes,  they  being  more  likely 
to  quarrel  with  one  another  than  with  the  whites.  He 
thought  too  that  an  infantry  force  would  not  be  avail- 
able in  Indian  warfare,  and  that  the  two  dragoon  regi- 
ments now  in  the  service  were  an  ample  protection.  As 
to  sudden  outbreaks,  he  did  not  think,  such  was  the  In- 
dian character,  that  all  the  force  that  could  be  raised 
would  prevent  them.  He  had  all  his  life  been  well  ac- 
quainted in  Louisiana  and  Arkansas,  and  he  had  never 
beard  of  a  white  man  being  slain  by  an  Indian  there; 
and,  with  the  exception  of  the  Black  Hawk  war,  there 
had  been  no  bloodshed  in  Illinois  and  Indiana. 

Mr.  LINN  replied  to  Mr.  CaiTTKirDair;  and,  after  a 
further  debate  between  Messrs.  CALHOUN,  PORTER, 
and  CRITTENDEN,  the  question  was  taken  on'  Mr. 
Clat's  motion,  and  it  was  rejected:  Yeas  6,  nays  26,  as 
follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Clay,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Kent,  Knight, 
Prentiss,  Southard — 6. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Drown,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Cuthbert,  Goldsborough,  Grundy,  Hubbard, 
King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Mangum,  Morris,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Page,  Porter,  Preston,  Rives,  Robinson,  Ruggles, 
Tallroadge,  Walker,  Wall,  White,  Wright— 26. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  moved  to  strike  out  the  7th  and  8lh 
sections  of  the  bill,  providing  for  an  increase  of  the  med- 
ical staff,  and  for  the  appointment  of  three  additional 
paymasters,. on  the  ground  that  bills  for  this  purpose 
had  already  passed  the  Senate,  and  been  sent  to  the 
other  House. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  would  insert  a  proviso  that 
these  sections  should  not  take  effect,  provided  the  bills 
referred  to  become  a  law. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  then  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  PRESTON,  after  some  remarks  on  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  increasing  the  general  staff,  moved  to  strike 
them  out.  He  preferred  waiting  till  the  next  session  of 
Congress,  before  increasing  these  branches  of  the  ser- 
vice, when  a  plan  would  be  submitted  by  the  Secretary 
of  War,  containing  all  the  information  for  them  to  act 
with  a  full  understanding  of  the  subject. 

This  moti(in  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS  moved  to  strike  out  the  sections  giv- 
ing the  franking  privilege  to  the  bureaus  of  the  War  De- 
partment, and  authorizing  the  President  to  equip  one 
regiment  of  infantry  as  a  regiment  of  riflemen,  and  to 
direct  certain  officers  to  perform  the  duties  of  superior 
officers  who  may  be  absent.  Mr.  N.  believed  that  the 
President  possessed  these  powers  already. 

This  motion  was  also  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading:  Yeas  26,  nays 
8,  as  follows: 

Ybas— Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Cuthbert,  Goldsborough,  Hendricks,  Hub- 
bard, King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Lion,  Nicho- 
las, Page,  Porter,  Preston,  Rives,  Robinson,  Ruggles, 
Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Walker,  Wall,  White, 
Wright— 26. 

NATs^-Messrs.  Clay,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Kent,  Knight, 
Southard,  Swift,  Tomltnson— 8. 

PATENT  OFFICE. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  moved  to  postpone  the  orders  to  take 
up  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  erection  of  a  building  for 
a  Patent  Office;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Some  debate  look  place  on  this  bill,  which  proposes 


to  expend  $180,000  in  the  building  of  a  Patent  Office; 
but,  before  any  question  was  taken, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CALHOUN,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

TUBSDAT,  JUVE  21. 

MICHIGAN. 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary, reported  on  the  amendment  made  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  execution 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  in  Michigan.  The  com- 
mittee reported  a  disagreement  with  that  amendment 
which  fixes  $1,500  as  the  compensation  for  the  district 
judge  of  Michigan,  and  a  recommendation  that  the  sal- 
ary be  fixed  at  $1,800. 

The  motion  to  amend  made  by  Mr.  Clattoit,  in  con- 
formity with  the  instructions  of  the  committee,  was  op- 
posed by  Mr.  EWING;  but,  before  any  question  was 
taken,  in  order  to  give  time  fur  further  considefstion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAYTON,  the  bill  and  amend- 
ment were,  for  the  present,  laid  on  the  table. 

HUMPHREY  MARSHALL. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  moved  to  take  up  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Pension.*,  adverse  to  the  petition  of 
Humphrey  Marshall,  of  Kentucky. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment: to  strike  out,  after  the  word  "Resolved,'*  the 
words  <*that  the  prayer  of  tlie  petitioners  ought  not  to 
be  granted,"  and  insert  <<  that  the  petitioner  is  not  enti- 
tled to  pensions  or  allowances  under  both  the  acts  of 
Congress  of  7th  June,  1832,  and  5th  July,  1832,  but 
that  there  was  no  power  in  the  accounting  officers  of 
the  Treasury  to  detain  the  sums  becoming  due  on  pen- 
sions accruing  to  reimburse  sums  erroneously  paid  on 
the  other." 

A  discussion  ensued  on  this  amendment,  in  which 
Messrs.  CRITTENDEN,  TOMLINSON,  WHITE,  and 
LINN,  took  part;  when 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said  he  must  ahk  for  a  division  of 
the  question,  as  he  could  not  vote  for  the  first  branch 
of  the  resolution,  believing  that  the  petitioner  was  en- 
titled to  both  pensions. 

A  division  was  accordingly  ordered;  and  the  ques- 
tion being  on  the  first  branch  of  the  amendment,  it  was 
carried  by  the  following  vote: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Clay,  Cuthbert,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Golds- 
borough, Grundy,  Hendricks  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of 
Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Kniglit,  Linn,  Mangum, 
McKean,  Morris,  Niles,  Page,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  Rob- 
inson, Ruggles,  Shepley,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Walker, 
Wall,  White,  Wright— 28. 

Nats — Messrs.  Black,  Brown,  Crittenden,  Nicholas, 
Porter,  Rives — 6. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  second  branch  of 
the  amendment,  and  it  was  rejected:  Yeas  15,  nays  23, 
as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Goldsborough,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  Kent,  Linn,  Nich- 
olas, Niles,  Porter,  Robbins,  Webster,  White — 15. 

Nats— Messrs.  Black;*  Brown,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Ew- 
ing of  Ohio,  Grundy,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  Knight, 
McKean,  Mangum,  Morris,  Page,  Prentiss,  Rives,  Rob- 
inson, Ruggles,  Shepley,  Swif>,  Tomlinson,  Walker, 
Wall,  Wright— 23. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  then  concurred  in. 

MILITARY  ESTABLISHMENT. 

A  bill  to  increase  the  present  military  establishment 
of  the  United  States  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

[This  bill,  as  it  has  been  amended,  provides  that  there 
shall  be  added  to  each  company  of  artillery  of  the  army 
one  sergeant-major,  one  quartermaster-sergeant,  two 
corporjis,  and  twenty-seven  privates;  and  to  each  com- 
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pany  of  inftntry  one  sergeant-major,  one  quartermaster- 
sergeant,  one  sergeant,  two  corporals,  and  thirty  pri- 
vates{  and  to  each  company  of  dragoons  one  sergeant- 
major,  one  quartermaster-sergeant,  and  one  saddler. 
The  present  regimental  sergeants-major  and  quarter- 
master-sergeants, and  first  sergeant,  to  be  discontinued, 
and  in  lieu  thereof  there  shall  be  appointed,  fur  each 
regiment,  two  sub-adjutants,  with  the  rank,  pay,  and 
emoluments  of  cadets.  The  bill  further  authorizes  the 
President  to  assign  to  any  officer  of  the  army,  when  ne- 
cessary, the  duties  of  paymaster;  and  provides  that  five 
additional  surgeons  and  ten  additional  assistant  surgeons 
to  the  army  be  appointed.  The  bill  also  authorizes  the 
President,  when  deemed  expedient,  to  cause  one  of  the 
regiments  of  infantry  to  be  armed  and  equipped  and  to 
serve  as  a  regiment  of  riflemen,  and  another  regiment 
to  be  equipped  and  to  serve  as  a  regiment  of  li^ht  in- 
fantry.] 

NAVV  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  bill  for  organizing  the  navy  of  the  United  States 
was  taken  up  and  read  the  second  time  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  LINN  inquired  what  would  be  the  additionul  ex- 
penditure by  the  proposed  increase  ofoflicers  and  with 
the  additional  grades. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  replied  that  it  would  be  difficult  to 
answer  the  question  put  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Missouri.  Some  grades  hitherto  unknown  to  the  ser- 
vice were  added,  and,  consequently,  the  compensations 
had  not  been  provided  for,  it  being  the  opinion  of  the 
naval  committee  that  the  bill  for  the  organization  of  the 
navy  should  be  kept  separnte  from  the  p  ty  of  its  officers. 
The  increased  expense,  however,  would  not  be  great; 
but  if  tliis  bill  passed,  it  would  then  be  necessary  to  pass 
a  bill  fixing  the  pay  of  tlie  increased  grades. 

The  object  of  the  bill  was  for  the  first  time  to  give  an 
org-anization  to  the  navy,  as  there  was  no  law  fixing  the 
number  of  its  officers,  their  rank,  or  for  prescribing  the 
mode  of  passing  from  one  rank  to  another,  although 
the  navy  had  been  forty  years  in  existence.  There  was 
al»o  no  other  authority  by  which  officers  came  into  the 
navy  but  the  sppointments  of  the  President  and  the  con- 
firmation of  the  Senate.  The  President  might  to-day 
appoint  one  hundred  captains,  and  the  Senate  might  con- 
firm them,  and  there  would  be  no  law  violated.  The 
fir^t  feature  in  the  bill  was  to  fix  the  time  and  descrip- 
t'on  of  persons  to  come  into  the  nav)*,  which  was  now  a 
matter  of  executive  discretion.  A  lad,  if  he  comes  into 
the  navy  as  a  midshipman,  if  he  behaves  himself,  be- 
comes, in  the  process  of  time,  a  captain,  though  there 
is  no  law  by  which  he  is  appointed.  Children  at  the 
breast  h^d  been  known  to  be  appointed  as  midshipmen, 
as  also  men  of  24  or  25  years  of  age. 

The  committee  thought  it  better  to  regulate  by  law  the 
age  at  which  boys  should  enter  the  navy,  and  had  fixed 
It  at  between  the  ages  of  fourteen  and  eighteen;  though 
it  was  proper  to  observe  that  this  was  the  rule  at  pres- 
ent existing  An  the  navy,  on  that  subject.  It  was  also 
provided  that  the  midshipmen  sliall  be  taken  from  all  the 
States  of  the  Union,  as  nearly  as  possible  in  equal  pro- 
portions so  that  every  State  shall  feel  an  equal  interest 
in  the  navy.  Two  or  three  additional  grades  were  put 
into  the  bill,  through  which  the  midshipman  is  to  pass,  in 
order  that  he  may  be  well  acquainted  with  every  branch 
of  the  service  by  the  time  he  comes  to  command  a 
vesssel. 

Mr.  8.  then  explained  the  principles  on  which  the 
officers  of  the  navy  are  to  be  promoted.  With  regard 
to  the  non-combatint  officf  rs,  it  was  difficult  to  fix  their 
rank  by  law,  and  that  mattej  was  therefore  very  appro- 
priately left,  for  the  present,  lo  the  Executive. 

It  would  be  proper  for  him  to  .say  something  with  re- 


gard to  the  grade  of  admiral,  created  by  this  bill,  vhicli 
had  not  heretofore  existed  in  the  service.  The  bill  pro- 
posed to  create  the  additional  grades  of  admirals,  vice 
admirals,  and  rear  admirals,  with  this  limitation,  that  there 
shall  not  be  appointed  more  than  a  certain  number  of 
them.  He  knew  that  there  were  difficulties  existinf 
about  this  grade.  There  were  feelings  which  vera 
always  brought  into  operation  when  admirals  were 
mentioned.  They  were  assimilated  to  an  order  of  nobi- 
lity, because  the  same  rank  was  held  by  many  noble 
men  in  the  British  naval  service.  But  such  ougltt  not 
to  be  the  feelings  in  this  country  t  for  the  grade  of 
admiral  was  connected  with  our  revolutionary  historr- 
The  first  resolutions  of  the  revolutionary  Congresi  on 
the  subject  of  a  navy  was,  to  create  admirals.  But  what 
was  there  in  this  rank  ta excite  so  much  jealousy.^  It 
was  nothing  more  than  the  rank  of  brigadier  general, 
and  what  difference  was  there  between  a  brigadier  fun- 
eral at  sea,  and  a  brigadier  general  on  land.  There 
was  no  more  a  title  of  nobility  in  one  than  in  the  other. 
It  was  merely  the  creation  of  additional  officers,  becauic 
the  creation  of  additional  services  demanded  it. 

It  was  in  vain  to  Ulk  of  managing  fleets  and  squtd- 
rons,  commanded  by  a  captain  of  the  same  grade  «|(ti 
those  commanding  the  other  ve«5sels  in  it.  Every  pnn 
ciple  of  discipline  forbids  it.  There  was  a  necessary  in- 
tercourse  between  our  ships  and  those  of  foreign  ni'ions, 
We  had  now  a  navy,  which  was  respectable,  and  we 
must  give  to  th.at  right  arm  of  the  defence  of  the  ccun- 
try  whatever  was  necessary  for  its  discipline  and  effi- 
ciency. This  they  must  and  ought  to  do.  When  our 
vesseU  are  abroad,  their  commanders  meet  with  ofTiccw 
commanding  the  vessels  of  foreign  Powers  of  a  higher 
rank  than  themselves,  and  they  feel  of  course  moriifitn 
at  the  difference.  Why  should  this  be  so?  Should  our 
vessels  serve  in  a  combined  squadron  with  those  of  for- 
eign Powers,  our  flag  must  be  degraded.  Why  shotilJ 
it  be  so?  If  there  uas  ever  a  time  when  the  grade  of 
admiral  should  be  created  in  the  service,  that  time  had 
now  arrived.  There  were  men  in  the  navy  who  had 
been  at  sea  for  twenty  years.  [Mr.  S.  here  paid  a  hand- 
some compliment  to  the  skill  and  gallantry  of  the  officen 
of  the  navy,  contending  that  this  additional  rank  was  due 
to  them,  as  well  as  to  the  best  interests  of  the  sc^ice.j 
Under  all  circumstances,  to  do  justice  to  our  omceri, 
and  to  mike  the  navy,  whose  interests  all  had  bo  ^^^^P- 
at  heart,  efficient  as' well  as  respectable,  he  hoped  th«i 
the  whole  bill  would  pass. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  hnd  not  supposed  that,  ^Y- "!!  m 
week  or  ten  days  of  tl»e  end  of  the  session,  this  p'" 
would  be  taken  up  with  the  purpose  of  seriou*ly  acting 
on  it.     It  was  a  matter  of  deep  importance,  and  requireo 


mature  consideration,  and  as  the  Senate  was 


thin,  he 


thought  that  it  had  better   be  postponed.     He  d»d  not 
mean  to  be  understood  as  saying  any  thing  in  d»«p»™ff  ' 
ment  of  the  officers  of  the  navy.     Their  country  owe 
them  a  deep  debt  of  gratitude,  and  their  skdl  and  .^»  • 
lantry  would  do  honor  to  any  service.     But,  f^f/^P"*' . 
erations  of  this  kind,  ought  they  to  be  hurried  lOioj 
measure  of  such  great  importance  at  this  '^^^.'Jf"  ^ffi. 
the  session,  when  there  was  no  time  allowed  for  »    J 
cient  discussion  or  investigation?    In  order  to  have 
idea  of  the  importance  of  this  bill,  he  would  compi^ 
the  number  ol^ officers  it  provided  for  with  ^*>^.""'^j„c 
now  in  the  navy.     We  have  now,  said  he,  "}''/*  c^,^ 
captains,  and,  instead  of  them,  this  bill  pn>poscd  to">-^^,^ 
capt.iins,  nine  commodores,  and  seven  sdm»rals. 
have  now  forty  masters  commandant,  and  th»s  t)i    P^^^ 
poses  to  increase  the  number  to  seventy  five, 
this  bill  will  make  the  number  of  admirals,  cornmoooi^.^. 
captains,  and  commanders,  one  hundred  and  ^^^  '^f^ 
We  h.ive  now  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  hfi"^  ,  gj. 
and  under  this  hill  there  ^\\\  be  three  hundrert  ami 
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ty-elght  fint  andseeond  lieutenants,  adding  one  hundred. 
The  passed  midshipmen  were  much  more  numerous  at 
present  than  was  proposed  by  the  bill.  He  would  say 
nothing  more  as  to  this  part  of  the  bill.  It  was  sufficient 
to  show  its  importance,  and  the  impossibility  of  treating 
it  properly  at  this  late  period. 

At  the  last  night  of  the  last  session  they  passed  a  bill 
increasing  the  pay  of  the  officers  of  the  navy;  and  he 
never  gare  a  vote  with  more  reluctance  than  he  did 
vhen  he  roted  against  that  bill.  Subsequent  reflection, 
however,  had  confirmed  his  convictions  of  the  propriety 
of  the  vote  he  gave  on  that  occasioq.  He  expressed  his 
opinion  then,  and  he  thought  now,  that  the  pay  of  the 
highest  officers,  considering  the  expenses  they  were  sub- 
jected to  on  foreign  stations,  was  fixed  too  low,  while 
that  of  the  intermediate  grades  was  too  high.  The  pay 
of  the  midshipmen,  if  they  had  any  inclination  for  dis- 
sipation, was  enough  to  ruin  them.  He  stated  his  ob- 
jections then,  but  was  overruled  by  the  arguments  of 
the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  who  contended,  as  now, 
that  it  was  to  secure  the  discipline  and  efficiency  of  the 
navy. 

For  one  he  was  not  disposed  to  give  his  vote  on  so 
important  a  measure  as  this,  at  this  late  period  of  the 
session.  It  was  obvious  that  it  could  not  pass  both  Houses 
without  occasioning  much  debate;  and  the  session  was 
too  far  advanced  now  to  engage  in  it.  In  order  to  try 
the  sense  of  the  Senate,  he  would  move  to  lay  the  bill 
on  the  tables  and  if  this  motion  should  not  prevail,  he 
would  then  offer  some  amendments. 

Af)er  a  few  additional  observations  from  Messrs. 
SOUTHARD  and  BUCHANAN,  the  question  was  ta- 
ken, and  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table,  by  the  following 
vole: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brown,  "Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Cuthbert,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  King 
of  Georgia,  Mangum,  Psge,  Rives,  Robinson,  Ruggles, 
Shepley,  Tipton,  White,  Wright— 18. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Davis,  Ew- 
ing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough,  Kent,  Knight,  Leigh, 
Linn,  Nicholas,  Preston  Bobbins,  Southard,  Swift,  Web- 
ster— 15. 

After  taking  up,  considering,  and  ordering  several 
bills  to  a  third  reading,  the  Senate  went  intq  the  consid- 
eration of  executive  business;  after  which. 

Adjourned. 

WsnirEsnAT,  Jukx  23. 
PAPER  CURRENCY. 

A  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  BENTON,  directing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  inquire  of  the  deposite 
banks,  and  other  banks  of  good  credit,  whether,  in  the 
event  of  their  continuing  op  becoming  the  depositories 
of  (he  public  money,  they  are  willing  to  relinquish  the 
circulation  of  notes  less  than  ten  dollars,  and  to  promote 
the  gold  currency,  was  considered  in  its  order. 

Tlie  resolution  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  EWING  of 
Ohio,  WEBSTER,  and  WALKKR,  and  supported  by 
Messrs.  BENTON,  NILES,  find  MANGUM;  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MANGUM,  the  resolution  was,  for 
the  present,  laid  on  the  table. 

PUBLIC  DEPOSITES. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, by  Mr.  Frastklxit,  their  Clerk,  stating  that 
the  House  had  passed  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "to 
regulate  the  deposites  of  the  public  money,"  with  an 
amendment,  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  amendment  is  as  follows: 

Strike  out  the  thirteenth  section,  and  insert,  in  lieu 
thereof,  the  following: 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  money 
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which  shall  be  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  on 
the  1st  day  of  January,  1837,  reserving  the  sum  of  five 
millions  of  dollars,  shall  be  deposited  with  such  pf  the 
several  States,  in  proportion  to  their  respective  repre- 
sentation in  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States,  as  shall  by  law  authorize  their  treas- 
urers, or  the  competent  authorities,  to  receive  the  same 
on  the  terms  hereinaAer  specified;  and  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  shall  deliver  the  same  to  such  treasurer,  or 
other  competent  authorities,  on  receiving  certificates  of 
deposites  therefor,  signed  by  such  competent  authori- 
ties, in  such  form  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Secreta- 
ry aforesaid,  which  certificate  shall  express  the  usual 
and  legal  obligations,  and  shall  pledge  the  faith  of  the 
State  for  the  safe-keeping  and  repayment  thereof,  and 
shall  pledge  the  faith  of  the  States  receiving  the  same 
to  pay  the  said  moneys,  and  every  part  thereof,  from 
time  to  time,  whenever  the  same  shall  be  required  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
fraying any  wants  of  the  public  Treasury  beyond  the 
amount  of  the  five  millions  aforesaid:  Provided,  That, 
if  any  State  declines  to  receive  its  proportion  of  t)ie  sur- 
plus aforesaid,  on  the  terms  before  named,  the  .same 
shall  be  deposited  with  the  other  States  agreeing  to  ac- 
cept the  same  on  deposite,  in  the  proportion  aforesaid: 
And  provided,  further.  That,  when  said  money,  or  any 
part  thereof,  shall  be  wanted  by  the  said  Secretary,  to 
meet  the  appropriations  made  by  law,  the  same  shall  be 
called  for  in  ratable  proportions,  within  one  year,  aa 
nearly  as  conveniently  may  be,  from  the  different  States 
with  which  the  same  is  deposited,  and  shall  not  be  called 
for  in  sums  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars,  from  any 
one  State,  in  any  one  month,  without  previous  notice 
of  thirty  days  for  every  additional  sum  of  $20,000  which 
may  at  any  time  be  required. 

The  amendment  being  read, 

Mr.  CALHOUN  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  fable  Tor 
examination;  which  motion,  after  a  few  words  from  Mr. 
WEBSTER,  was  agreed  to. 

[The  amendments  of  the  House  to  the  bill  granting 
lands  to  the  State  of  Alabama,  for  the  purposes  specified 
therein,  was  taken  up,  and  concurred  in.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CALHOUN,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  amendment  to  the  deposite  bill. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  moved  that  the  Senate  concur  in  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  expressed  his  acquiescence,  but  said 
he  should  have  preferred  the  bill  as  it  went  from  the 
Senate,  as  it  was  then  in  a  form  which  disconnected  it 
most  completely  from  the  State  Governments.  For 
other  rf*asons,  also,  he  would  have  preferred  the  bill  as 
it  went  from  the  Senate. 

Mr.  MORRIS  objected  to  the  motion  to  concur,  as  he 
thought  the  amendment  by  which  the  States  were  bound 
to  repay  the  deposite  on  the  demand  of  the  General 
Government  very  exceptionable,  and  likely  to  lead  to 
serious  abuses.  He  would  rather  give  the  money  ex- 
clusively to  the  States  than  vote  for  this  amendment. 
He  hoped  the  amendment  would  be  printed.  He  was 
opposed  to  all  compromises,  where  right  and  principle 
were  involved. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  we  had  arrived  at  that  point 
when  we  must  accept  the  amendment,  or  leave  the  mo- 
ney in  the  deposite  banks  for  another  year.  Whatever 
he  thought  of  the  amendment,  he  was  not  prepared  to 
meet  this  responsibility.  The  House  objected  to  the 
Senate  bill,  that  it  placed  the  money  in  the  State  treas- 
uries, not  as  a  pubhc  deposite,  because  the  Federal 
Government  did  not  reserve  the  power  to  reclaim  the 
money  at  any  time,  and  that  this  was  not  a  constitutional 
mode  of  depositing.  The  bill  was  amended  to  obviate 
the  objection,  and  be  hoped  the  amendment  would  be 
concurred  in. 
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Mr.  CALHOUN  nid  the  principle  of  the  bill  h&d  not 
been  changed*  and  he  hoped  the  Senate  would  come  to 
a  vote.  No  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  will  ever  call  for 
this  money. 

Mr.  CLAIT  deemed.the  bill  aa  amended  better  than  it 
was  before,  because  it  now  contained  a  restriction  on 
the  Treasury  in  calling  in  the  money,  so  that  it  would 
not  be  in  the  power  of  the  Treasury  to  distress  the  banks. 
He  also  understood  that  the  amendment  would  quiet 
constitutional  scruples  somewhere,  and  he  was  wai  him- 
self disposed  to  respect  and  quiet  scruples  of  that  kind 
any  how  and  any  where. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  expressed  his  preference  for  the  bill 
in  its  amended  form  to  the  original  biH. 

Mr.  WHITB  suggested  that,  as  the  operation  of  a 
law  of  the  States  was  rendered  necessary  by  the  amend* 
ment,  and  as  the  Legislature  of  Tennesiee  met  but  once 
in  two  years,  this  State  might  ha?e  the  beneBt.  He 
wished  that  no  State  should  be  deprived  of  the  benefit 
until  her  Legislature  should  have  been  in  session.  He 
would  have  preferred  the  bill  as  it  went  from  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  thouf;ht  that  the  original  bill  was 
liable  to  the  same  objection,  and  that  the  amendment 
did  not  make  the  difficulty  greater. 

Mr.  EWIN6,  of  Ohio,  would  have  preferred  the  bill 
as  it  went  from  the  Senate,  because  he  thought  the  cer- 
tificate system  the  best  mode  of  reclaiming  the  depos- 
ites*  Still  he  would  vote  for  the  amendment,  although 
it  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  States  to  evade  the  pay- 
ment, should  any  of  them  be  disposed  to  evade,  which 
he  did  not  expect  would  be  the  case. 

Mr.  WHITE  remarked  that  the  difficulty  he  had  sug- 
gested  might  be  avoided  by  the  introduction  of  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  House. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  that  few,  if  any,  of  the  Legisla- 
tures would  be  in  session  before  the  1st  of  January,  when 
the  bill  will  take  effect. 

Mr.  MORRIS  said  his  great  objection  to  the  amend- 
ment was,  that  it  created  the  relationa  of  debtor  and 
creditor  between  the  Federal  and  the  State  Govern- 
ments. The  money  is  placed  in  the  banks  by  agree- 
ment, but  there  could  be  no  bargaining  with  the  States. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  should  vote  against  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  did  not  approve  of  the  amend- 
ment; but,  thinking  it  necessary  to  provide  for  placing 
the  revenue  in  greater  securitjr  than  that  in  which  it  now 
stands,  he  would  surrender  his  objections. 

Mr.  WHITE  said,  on  examination,  he  found  that  his 
objections  had  abated,  and  he  should  not  oppose  the 
amendment. 

The  amendment  was  then  concurred  in. 

ADJOURNMENT   VETO. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  relum- 
ing the  bill  to  fix  the  day  for  the  annual  meeting  of  Con- 
gress, with  his  objections  thereto. 

The  question  being^  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  the  ob- 
ject ions  of  the  President  thereto  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding, a  debate  ensued,  in  which  Mr.  CLAY- 
TON, Mr.  WEBSTER,  Mr.  PRESTON,  Mr.  BAY- 
ARD, Mr.  CLAY,  Mr.  LEIGH,  Mr.  CALHOITN, 
against,  and  Mr.  RIVES  and  Mr.  SHEPLEY  in  favor  of 
the  opinion  of  the  President,  participated. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  on  the  table,  at  the  suggestion 
of  Mr.  MORRIS,  until  to-morrow. 

FLORIDA  BANKS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  disapprove  and  annul  certain  acts  of  the  Ter- 
ntorial  Legislature  of  Florida,  and  for  other  purposes. 


This  bill  was  accompanied  by  the  foUowincr 
The  Committee  on  Finance*  who  were  directed  by  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate,  passed  on  tlie  Slat  of  Mar. 
1836,  **to  inquire  into  the  character,  eoii£Bo«p  aad 
amount  of  capital,  of  the  several  bankiii|[^  institutieaB 
which  have  been  chartered  withm  the  laA  tbree  years 
by  the  Territorial  Government  of  Florida,  said  io  isakc 
report  to  the  Senate  whether,  in  their  opiiiioa.  aiqr  le- 
gislation on  the  part  of  Congress  is  Deccmrf,  tsi  order 
to  disaffirm  the  establiahment  of  sud  charten^  bsre  had 
that  subject  under  consideration,  and  report: 

That,  in  order  to  obtain  full  informatioii  apoo  the 
matters  referred  to  it,  the  committee  directed  its  diai?- 
man  to  move  a  resolution  in  Senate  requesting^  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  to  transmit  to  the  Senate,  ao  soon  as 
they  might  be  obtained,  copies  of  all  acta  of  the  Terri- 
torial Legislature  of  Florida  incorporating  hanks  or 
other  institutions  with  banking  powers. 

Sufficient  time  has  not  ebpsed  to  enable  the  Secretary 
to  obtain  authenticated  copies  of  these  laws;  but,  Inm- 
much  as  the  committee  has  thought  it  important  that  the 
attention  of  Congress  should  be  drawn  to  the  propriety 
of  adopting  some  law  in  regard  to  the  subject  mt  the 
present  session,  it  haa  obtained,  from  other  quarters, 
such  information  aa  it  supposed  might  be  relied  on,  and 
it  is  prepared  to  submit  a  bill  to  the  con«derataon  of  the 
Senate. 

By  the  act  of  the  30th  of  Iterch,  1833,  <*  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  Territorial  Government  in  Florida," 
it  is  prescribed  that  the  le^slative  power  shall  be  vested 
in  the  Governor,  and  in  thiKeen  of  the  moat  fit  and  dis- 
creet persons  of  the  Territory,  to  be  called  the  Legtala- 
tive  Council. 

The  legislative  powers  of  this  Council  are  to  extend 
to  "all  the  rightful  subjects  of  legislation, '»  with  cer- 
tain exceptions  enumerated  in  the  law.  It  la  made  the 
duty  of  the  Governor,  on  or  before  the  1st  daj  of  De- 
cember in  each  year,  to  report  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  all  the  laws  made  by  the  Legislative  Council, 
to  the  end  that  they  may  be  laid  before  Congreaa,  and 
any  of  those  laws  which  may  be  ditapproved  by  Confress 
shall  thenceforth  be  of  no  force.  There  appears  noth- 
ing in  the  not  of  Congress  restricting  the  Le^ialative 
Council  from  granting  charters  to  banks,  and  other  in- 
stitutions with  banking  powers.  On  the  other  hand, 
there  is  no  limitation,  in  point  of  time,  upon  the  author- 
ity of  Congress  to  disapprove  and  annul  the  acts  of  the 
Legislative  Council. 

The  power  of  creating  such  corporations  is  capable  of 
abuse,  and  the  acta  passed  in  the  Territory  are  so  likely, 
ordinarily,  to  escape  the  attention  of  Congreas,  unlea^ 
for  some  particular  reason,  that  attention  be'  invited  to 
them,  that  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  no  act  of 
a  Territorial  legislature  incorporating  a  bank,  or  other 
institution  with  bankine  privileges,  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  have  any  eifect  at  all  until  approved  by  Congress;  and 
in  the  bill  which  is  reported,  a  provision  is  inserted  in- 
tended to  alter  the  power  of  all  the  Territorial  Legisla- 
tures, in  this  respect,  as  to  all  future  cases. 

It  would  appear  that  charters  were  granted  aeveral 
years  ago,  by  the  Territorial  Legislature  of  Florida,  in- 
corporating the  Bank  of  Florida,  at  Tallahassee*  the 
Bank  of  Mariannai  and  the  Bank  of  Magnolia.  But  it 
is  represented  to  the  committee  that  these  banka  have 
all  surrendered  their  chartera,  and  closed  their  concerns. 
There  appear  to  be  two  banka  at  Tallahassee:  one  called 
the  Central  Bank  of  Florida,  the  charter  of  which  the 
committee  have  not  been  able  to  obtain,  and  all  the 
information  they  have  respecting  it  is  contained  in  a 
statement  of  its  condition,  published  in  April  last,  which 
is  herewith  communicated.  The  other  ia  called  the  Union 
Bank  of  Florida,  and  was  created  bjr  act  of  the  13th  of 
Februsry,  1833.   It  hu  a  capital  of  one  millioa  of  dol- 
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tars,  with  a  power  of  increasing  it  to  three  millions, 
which  -capital  is  to  be  rused  by  means  of  a  1oan»  on  the 
faith  of  the  Territorjr,  by  the  directors  of  the  bsnk.  It 
has  alao  an  unlimited  power  of  establishing  bnnohes  in 
the  Territory  of  Floriaa. 

8o  far  as  the  committee  leam»  the  capital  of  this  bank 
is  at  present  one  million  only»  which  was  obtained  on 
bonds,  purporting  to  be  guarantied  by  the  Territory, 
and  is  said  to  be  all  loaned  to  planters  in  the  Territory. 

As  this  act  was  passed  in  February,  1833,  it  must  be 
presumed  to  have  been  known  to  Congress  at  the  com- 
mencement of  its  session,  in  December  of  that  year. 
Two  sessions,  therefore,  have  elapsed  since  the  period 
^ifhen  Congress,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  things,  would 
become  acquainted  with  its  prorisions.    And  although 
these  provisions  are,  in  the  judgment  of  the  committee, 
highly  objectionable,  and  such  as  no  charter  ought  to 
have  embraced,  yet,  inasmuch  as  Congress  has  forborne, 
for  so  long  a  period,  to  exercise  its  undoubted  right  of 
disapproving  the  charter,  it  may  be  doubtful  whether 
such  exercise  of  its  authority  would  be  now  expedient. 
On  the  19th  of  January,  1831,  a  bill  passed  the  Legisla- 
tive  Council  to  incorporate  a  bank  by  the  name  and  style 
of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola.    This  bill  was  rejected  by  the 
Governor,  but  was  afterwards  passed  by  the  requisite  ma-  ^ 
jority  of  the  members  of  the  Legislative  Council,  and 
so  became  a  law.    Several  acts^  supplementary  to  and 
amendatory  of  the  forementioned  law,    were  subse- 
quently passed,  and  are  herewith  communicated. 

This  bank  was  origpnally  a  bank  with  a  capital  of  two 
hundred  thousand  dollarsi  and  the  committee  perceive 
nothing  unusual  or  extraordinary  in  the  powers  which 
are  granted  to  it.  This  capital  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  immediately  subscribed  or  paid  in,  nor  are  the 
committee  informed  when  the  bank  began  its  operations. 
On  the  13tb  of  February,  1835,  an  act  passed  the 
Territorial  Leg^kture,  entitled  **  An  act  to  increase 
the  capital  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  and  to  amend 
the  laws  incorporating  said  bank,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses." 

By  this  act  the  bank  is  authorised  to  increase  its  capi- 
tal to  two  millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  with  a 
power  to  establish  branches  at  pleasure  in  West  Florida, 
and  one  branch  in  Marianna.  It  is  also  authorized  to 
buy  shares,  to  any  amount  the  directors  see  fit,  in  the 
Alabama,  Florida,  and  Georgia  Railroad  Company;  and, 
in  order  to  enable  the  bank  to  make  this  purchase,  the 
bank  is  authorized  to  issue  bonds  40  the  amount  of  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  bonds  shall  be  guaran- 
tied by  the  Territory,  and  the  form  of  guarantee  is  pre- 
scribedi  and  as  the  bank  may  have  occasion  for  further 
funds,  in  order  to  pay  instalments  on  its  railroad  stock, 
it  is  to  issue  other  bonds,  to  be  guarantied  in  like  man- 
ner by  the  Territory.  This  act,  it  would  appear,  was 
laid  before  Congress  on  the  3d  day  of  March  last,  being 
the  last  day  of  the  session.  A  copy  is  herewith  com* 
rosnicated. 

On  the  14th  of  February,  1835,  an  act  passed  the 
Legislative  Council,  and  was  approved  by  the  Governor, 
entitled  •*  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Southern  Life  In- 
surance and  Trust  Company."  This  company  is  to  be 
located  at  8t.  Augustine.  Some  of  its  powers  are  thus 
described: 

'*  Sbc.  2.  The  said  company  shall  have  power,  Ist, 
to  make  ensurance  on  lives;  3d,  to  g^nt  and  purchase 
annuities;  3d;  to  make  any  other  contingent  contracts 
involving  the  interest  of  money  and  the  duration  of  life; 
4th,  to  receive  moneys  in  trust,  and  to  accumulate  the 
same,  at  such  rates  of  interest  as  may  be  obtained 
or  agreed  on,  not  exceeding  at  the  rate  of  eight  per 
cent,  per  annum,  or  to  allow  such  interest  thereon  as 
may  be  agreed  on;  5(h,  to  accept  and  execute  all  such 
trusts,  of  every  detcriptton,  aa  may  be  committed  to 


them  by  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  or  may  be 
transferred  to  them  by  order  of  any  of  the  courts  of  this 
Territory,  or  by  any  court  as  a  court  of  chancery;  6th, 
to  receive  and  hold  lands  under  grants,  with  such  gen« 
eral  or  special  trusts  or  covenants,  so  far  as  the  sanne 
may  be  taken  in  payment  of  their  debts,  or  in  security 
of  their  capital  or  loans,  or  debts  due  them,  or  purchased 
upon  sales  under  any  law  of  this  Territory,  as  may  be 
necessary  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  said  company,  and 
the  same  again  to  sell,  convey,  and  dispose  of;  7th,  to 
boy,  discount,  and  sell  drafts,  promissory  notes,  and  bills 
of  exchange;  8th,  to  establish  and  locate  branehes  for 
carrying  on  their  business." 

The  capital  atock  is  two  millions,  and  may  be  increas- 
ed to  four  millions  of  dollars;  and  the  whole  capital  is 
to  be  loaned  on  bonds  or  notes,  secured  on  real  and 
personal  estate  in  the  Territory  of  Florida.  The  pow- 
ers of  the  company  are  to  J>e  exercised  by  a  board  of 
trustees,  to  consist  of  ten  persons,  and  so  classed  as  that 
the  term  of  service  of  two  of  them  shall  expire  at  the 
end  of  each  successive  period  of  two  years,  being,  in 
eflTect,  an  election  of  ten  yeais,  but  with  a  power  in  the 
court  of  appeals,  in  the  Territory,  to  remove  a  trustee 
for  misbehaviour. 

The  company  has  power  to  issue  bills  or  notes,  other 
than  drafts  or  bills  or  exchange,  to  the  amount  of  capi- 
tal actually  paid  in;  and  **  to  enable  the  said  company  to 
make  loans  and  discounts  beyond  the  amount  of  their 
capital,  to  be  paid  in  by  the  stockholders  as  aforesaid, 
they  may  issue  certificates  of  one  thousand  dollars  each, 
bearing  not  more  than  six  per  cent,  interest,  redeem- 
able within  the  range  and  limit  of  the  charter,  at  such 
times  as  the  Governor  and  the  company  may  agree  on, 
and  present  the  same  to  the  Governor  or  actmg  Govern- 
or of  this  Territory,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  endorse 
thereon,  *  Guarantied  by  the  Territory  of  Florida,'  and 
sign  his  name  and  title  of  ofllce  thereto,  and  return  the 
same  to  the  said  companv;  and  the  faith  of  the  said  Ter- 
ritory is  hereby  pledgea  as  security  for  said  company, 
for  the  faithful  payment  of  such  certificates,  according 
to  the  tenor  and  effect  of  the  same.  But  no  greater 
amount  of  certificates  shall  be,  at  any  time,  endorsed, 
than  may  be  equal  to  the  debts  placed  under  mortgage 
to  the  company  at  the  time  of  making  application,  to 
be  secured  after  the  mode  and  in  conformity  to  the 
manner  pointed  out  and  directed  in  the  sixth  section  of 
the  act." 

The  last  two  sections  of  the  act  are  as  follows: 

<'  Szc.  35.  This  law  shall  remain  unalterable,  without 
the  consent  of  the  trustees  of  the  said  company,  until 
the  expiration  of  fifty  years  from  its  passage;  nor  shall 
it,  at  any  time  hereafter,  be  so  altered  as  to  prevent  the 
execution  by  the  company  of  any  subsisting  contract." 

Szc.  36.  This  shall  be  taken  and  received  in  all 
courts,  and  by  all  judges,  magiatrates,  and  all  other 
public  officers,  as  a  public  act,  and  shall  receive,  on  all 
occasions,  a  favorable  construction;  and  all  printed 
copies  of  the  same,  which  shall  be  printed  by,  or  under 
the  authority  of,  the  Legislative  Council,  shall  be  ad- 
mitted as  good  evidence  thereof,  without  any  other 
proof  whatever." 

As  this  act  was  passed  on  the  14th  of  February  last, 
it  could  not  have  reached  Washington  in  season  for  its 
consideration  by  Congress  at  any  time  during  the  last 
session. 

The  committee  hardly  deem  it  necessary  to  remark, 
at  any  great  length,  on  the  extraordinary  nature  and 
provisions  of  the  act  for  increasing  the  capital  of  the 
Bank  of  Pensacola,  and  this  act  incorporating  the  South- 
ern Insurance  Company.  The  acts  themselves  are  now 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Senate,  and  their  nature 
and  provisions  are  clearly  seen.  But  the  committee  are 
of  opinion  that  both  these  territorial  laws  were  highly 
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imprudent,  that  they  ought  not  to  have  been  passedf 
and  they  submit  to  the  Senate  whether  they  ought  now 
to  be  suffered  to  be  carried  iitto  effect,  without  proper 
amendments,  as  shall  reduce  the  amount  of  their  capi- 
tal, especially  that  part  which  is  contingent,  abridge 
and  reform  the  grants  of  extraordinary  powers,  and  take 
away  the  guarantee  of  the  Territory  from  their  bonds 
and  contracts;  or,  at  least,  from  all  bonds  and  contracts 
which  have  not  been  issued  and  sold,  and  passed  into 
the  hands  of  bonafide  holders,  before  the  day  of  the  date 
of  this  report. 

But  it  is  not  for  Congress  to  make  these  amendments, 
though  it  should  deem  them  necessary.  The  power  of 
Congress  is  a  simple  power  of  disapproving  the  whole 
acts:  and  if  nothing  had  been  done  under  them,  the 
committee  would  not  hesitate  to  recommend  such  disap* 
proval.  Nor  do  they  mean  to  say  that  such  disapproval 
would  be  unjust;  because  Congress  has  bad  no  earlier 
opportunity  to  examine  these  laws,  and  to  act  upon 
the  question  of  annulling  them;  and  it  is  hardly  to 
be  presumed  that  prudent  men  have  ventured  far,  un- 
der such  a  charter,  granted  by  a  Territorial  Legislature, 
whose  acts  were  well  known  to  be  subject  to  the  revi- 
sion of  Congress. 

But  it  is  competent  for  the  Territorial  Legislature, 
with  the  consent  of  the  corporations,  to  amend  the  char- 
ters in  any  manner  deemed  proper;  and  the  resolution 
which  the  committee  report  to  the  Senate,  in  relation  to 
these  two  acts;  will  show  that,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
committee,  it  is  expedient  to  give  the  corporators  an 
option  and  an  opportunity  to  obtain  proper  amendments 
to  their  charters,  if  they  see  fit. 

In  the  session  of  1836,  the  Territorial  Legislature  ap- 
pear to  have  passed  the  following  acts: 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  St.  Joseph's,  capi- 
tal one  million  of  dollars,  and  may  be  extended  to  two. 

An  act  to  incorporate  a  Florida  Insurance  and  Bank- 
ing Company,  capital  one  million  of  dollars,  and  may  be 
increased  to  two. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  St.  Joseph's  Insurance 
Company,  with  a  capital  of  one  rotllion  of  dollars,  and 
may  be  increased  to  two  millions. 

The  committee  entertain  no  doubt  that  these  three 
last-mentioned  acts  ought  to  be  altogether  disapproved 
and  annulled. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  gave  a  sketch  of  the  history  of  the 
Florida  legislation  in  reference  to  the  incorporation  of 
banks,  and  of  the  character  of  the  charters  which  bad 
been  granted;  after  which. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  joint  resolution,  report- 
ed by  the  same  committee,  respecting  certain  acts  of 
the  Territorial  Legislature  of  Florida;  which  was  eon* 
srdered,  and  also  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

[This  resolution  provides  "  that  the  act  of  the  Terri- 
torial Legislature  of  Florida,  passed  on  the  14th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1835,  and  entitled  *  An  act  to  increase  the  capi- 
tal of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  and  to  amend  the  laws  m- 
corporating  said  bank,  and  for  other  purposes,'  and  the 
act  of  the  same  Legislature,  passed  on  the  14Ui  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1835,  and  entitled  *An  act  to  incorporate  the 
Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,'  ought 
not  to  be  suffered  to  remain  in  force  with  the  provisions 
which  they  at  present  contain;  nor  unless  they  be 
amended  by  a  proper  reduction  ot  the  amount  of  capi- 
tal; by  a  proper  abridgment  and  reformation  of  the  pow- 
ers grunted;  and  by  taking  away  the  guarantee  of  the 
Territory  from  their  bonds  and  contracts,  or  at  least 
from  all  such  bonds  and  contracts  as  have  not  been  actu- 
allv  issued  and  sold,  and  passed  into  the  hands  of  bona- 
"ide  holders,  before  the  20ih  day  of  June,  1836." 


On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAYTON,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  executive  business. 
After  taking  up  and  acting  upon  several  private  bills. 
The  Senate  adjourned. 

Thu&sdat,  Jt7Vi  23* 
NORTHEASTERN  BOUNDARY. 

Mr.  CLAY  stated  that  the  Comnuttee  on  Foreigif  Re- 
lations had  examined  the  correspondence  wbidfi  had 
passed  between  the  Governments  of  thfe  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  for  the  settlement  of  our  northeastern 
boundary.  It  had  been  referred,  it  would  be  recollect- 
ed by  the  Senate,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  ascertaining 
whether  it  might  be  published  without  prejudt6e  to  the 
public  interests.  The  committee,  thinking*  that  the 
opinion  and  wishes  of  the  Senators  from  the  two  States 
of  Maine  and  Massachusetts,  more  immediately  interest- 
ed, ought  to  have  controlling  influence  on  the  question 
of  publication,  had  afforded  them  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
amining the  correspondence,  and  they  all  concurred  in 
believing  it  might  be  safely  published. 

The  negotiation  has  not  entirely  closed,  although  the 
committee  regret  to  find  that  it  does  not  promise  to  re- 
sult in  any  satisfactory  adjustment  of  the  boundary  ques- 
tion. Various  endeavors,  during  the  progress  of  the 
correspondence,  to  accomplish  that  desirable  end,  have 
failed  of  success.  Under  all  the  circumstances,  the 
committee  believe  that  much  more  mischief  might  be 
done  from  misconception  and  misrepresentation  of  what 
has  been  attempted,  bv  withholding  the  correspondence 
from  the  public,  than  by  a  publication  of  it.  The  com- 
mittee, therefore,  concur  in  opinion  with  the  Senators 
from  Maine  and  Massachusetts,  that  it  is  expedient  to 
publish  it. 

Mr.  C.  accordingly  moved  that  it  be  publiahed;  which 
was  ordered;  and,  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  SHEPLEY, 
three  thousand  copies  were  ordered. 

JOSEPH  GRANT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KNIGHT,  the  bill  to  extend  the 
patent  right  of  Joseph  Grant,  for  miking  hat  bodies,  was 
taken  up. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  rose  and  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 
Mr.  President,  this  is  an  application  of  Mr.  Grant  for 
the  renewal  of  a  patent  for  his  invention  of  a  machine 
for  making  hat  bodies.  The  history  of  the  case,  as  I 
understand  it,  is  tt^:  Mr.  Grant,  some  eighteen  or 
twenty  years  ag^,  was  a  journeyman  hatter,  laboring 
every  day  to  obtain  sustenance  for  himself,  wife,  and 
family — a  poor  man,  possessing  nothing  but  his  han^s 
whereby  he  could  obtain  a  livelihood.  His  business  led 
him  to  the  contemplation  of  the  mechanic  arts.  Know- 
ing  the  great  Ubor  of  forming  what  Is  called  the  hat 
body,  he  determined,  if  possible,  .to  invent  something 
that  should  alleviate  that  part  of  his  business.  After 
much  time  and  study,  and  many  experiments,  he  broug^ht 
forth  the  machine  for  which  he  now  asks  the  extension 
of  his  patent.  After  he  had  invented  it,  he  had  not  the 
means  of  putting  it  in  operation.  He  showed  it  to  sev- 
eral persons,  and  solicited  their  aid;  but,  for  various 
reasons,  none  had  sufficient  confidence  in  his  invention 
to  aid  him  in  his  designs.  A  Baptist  preacher,  I  believe, 
some  connexion  of  Mr.  Grant's,  also  poor,  but  well-in- 
formed, inspected  it,  and  had  confidence  in  it.  He 
undertook,  with  the  inventor,  to  carry  into  operation  the 
new  machine.  These  two  men,  both  without  property, 
after  much  trouble  and  perplexity,  started  the  madiioe, 
and,  to  the  astonishment  of  every  body,  saw  the  fulfil- 
ment of  their  expectations.  They  continued  their  busi- 
ness for  some  time,  when  the  gentleman  associated  with 
Mr.  Grant,  finding  it  required  more  capital  to  carry  on 
the  business  than  they  possessed,  sold  out  to  a  gentleman 
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who  was  wilCng  to  advuice  a  sufficient  capital  to  g^ve 
the  machine  a  fair  trial.    They  proceeded  in  their  busi- 
nessy  when,  from  some  cause  to  me  unknown,  it  was 
discovered  the  patent  of  Mr.  Grant  was  void — that  it  did 
not,  in  fact,  cover  the  invention.     He  then  applied  for  a 
new  patent,  and  a  new  one  was  made  out,  of  the  same 
date  as  the  former  patent.     This  date  was  taken,  not,  as 
I  understand,  by  the  request  of  the  patentee,  but  by 
•ome  fixed  rule  of  the  Patent  Office.     They  continued 
their  business  until  they  discovered  the  market  was  full 
of  bat  bodies,  made  by  machinery  similar  to  the  invention 
of  Mr.  Grant.     He  thef\  endeavored  to  seek  out  the  vio- 
lators of  his  patent  right.     He  did  so,  and  found  some 
of  them  in  operation.     With  some  he  compromised; 
others  refused,  and  he  was  compelled  to  prosecute  them; 
and,  after  expending  a  large  sum  of  money  in  the  prose- 
cution of  those  trespassers  on  him,  he  obtained  judgment 
against  them,  which  they  were  not  able  to  pay.     I  un- 
derstand, from  the  papers  now  before  the  Senate,  that 
he  expended  about  fourteen  thousand  dollars,  and  re- 
ceived about  twenty-one  'hundred,  leaving  a  balance  of 
expenses  against  him  of  about  twelve  thousand  dollars. 
These  were  not  the  only  violators  of  his  patent  (  a  model 
of  it  was  taken  to  Germany,  and  put  in  operation  there, 
and  hat  bodies  shipped  to  this  country.    At  that  time  the 
bat  body  was  not  known  in  the  tariff  laws,  and  they  en- 
tered into  our  markets,  in  competition  with  the  patentee, 
almost  without  a  duty.     This  machine  is  considered  one 
of  the  most  useful  inventions  that  has  ever  been  made  in 
this  country;  considering  its  simplicity,  the  little  expense 
to  make  it,  and  the  labor  it  ptrforms,  it  may  be  placed 
among  the  first  class.     The  cotton  gin,  and  the  machine 
for  making  card  teeth  and  cards,  may  be  before  it;  but 
I  do  not  recollect  any  other  superior  in  usefulness.     It 
performs  the  labor  of  thirty  men,  with  very  little  cost, 
compared  with   the  manual  labor.     I  am  informed  it 
makes  two  hundred  and  fifty  hat  bodies  per  day,  when 
a  good  workman  makes  but  nine.     Had  Mr.  Grant  lived 
in  Georgia  or  Carolina,  they  would  have  given  him  a 
fortune  for  his  invention,  as  they  did  the  inventor  of  the 
cotton  gin;  or  had  he  lived  in  England,  he  would  have 
been  placed  by  the  side  of  Sir  Richard  Arkwright,  and 
the  otJier  great  inventors  of  that  country;  but  here  he 
has  been  trespassed  on,  his  rights  violated,  and  that 
which  was  his  own,  and  should  have  been  secured  to 
him,  has  been  taken  from  him.     And  when  he  asks  a 
renewal  of  his  patent  for  the  time  that  was  lost  to  him, 
so  as  to  make  out  his  fourteen  years,  he  is  told  his  inven- 
tion, his  own  property,  has  become  the  vested  rights 
and  property  of  others,  and  to  grant  him  this  patent  is  a 
destruction  of  these  vested  rights;  and  that  the  time  has 
gone  by  for  a  renewal  of  the  patent. 

Mr.  President, *how  are  the  facts P  Before  Mr.  Grant's 
patent  had  expired,  he  gave  notice,  according  to  law, 
in  several  newspapers  which  are  now  on  your  table,  that 
he  intended  to  apply  to  Congress  for  a  renewal  of  his 
patent.  This  was  in  the  year  1834;  his  patent  did  not 
expire  until  August,  1835.  He  did  apply  in  December, 
1834,  and  the  Senate  passed  the  bill  extending  his 
patent,  and  sent  it  to  the  other  House,  but^  the  mass  of 
business  before  that  House  at  the  last  session  prevented 
their  acting  on  it.  He  has  continued  his  application  to 
the  present  time;  and  if  any  persons  have  seized  on  this 
machine  since  the  expiration  of  his  patent,  they  have 
done  it  since  last  August,  and  in  full  knowledge  of  all 
tliese  facts.  The  patent  to  Oliver  Evans,  for  manufac- 
turing fiour  and  meal,  expired  on  the  7th  of  January, 
1805,  and  he  applied  for  the  renewal  of  his  patent  on  the 
31st  December  of  the  same  year,  about  one  whole  year 
after  the  expiration  of  his  patent.  His  patent  was  re- 
newed. I  have  been  informed  that  exceptions  to  the 
renewal  were  taken  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  court  decided  in  favor  of  the  renewal  of 


the  patent.  These  are  the  facts  of  this  case  as  1  under- 
stand them,  and  I  leave  it  to  the  Senate  to  decide  as  they 
think  proper. 

Messrs.  WALL  and  NILES  opposed  it;  af^er  which, 
it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

HOUR  OF  MEETING. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  submitted  a  resolution  providing  for 
the  meetings  of  the  Senate,  for  the  remainder  of  the 
session,  at  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  that  the  Senate  take 
a  recess  from  two  to  four  o'clock.  ' 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  said  he  had  no  objection  to 
meeting  at  ten  o'clock,  but  he  objected  to  the  receasi 
and  therefore  asked  for  a  division  ot  the  question* 

Mr.  PRESTON  also  opposed  the  recess. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table;  which  was  carried. 

PATENT  OFFICE. 

The  bill  to  provide  a  building  for  a  Patent  Office  be- 
ing read  a  third  time,  and  the  question  being  on  its  pas- 
sage, 

Mr.  CLAT  objected  to  the  passage  of  the  bill.  He 
thought  that  the  total  expenditure  required,  according 
to  the  plan  proposed,  would  be  400,000  or  $500,000. 
Four  millions  of  brick  would  be  required  by  this  bill, 
and  that  quantity  could  not  be  supplied  this  season.  He 
wished  to  know  what  had  become  of  the  project  of  pur- 
chasing the  building  northeast  of  the  Capitol  square* 
The  House  of  Representatives  had  been  better  accom- 
modated in  that  building  than  any  where  else,  and  it  ap- 
peared to  be  particularly  well  adapted  for  a  Patent  Of- 
fice. But,  if  a  splendid  edifice  must  be  built,  it  would 
be  well  to  wait  till  another  session,  and  pass  a  bill  at  a 
time  when  there  might  be  a  collection  made  of  sufficient 
materials. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  stated  that  the  building  referred  to 
would  require  to  be  rebuilt  before  it  could  be  used  for 
any  purpose,  and  even  then  it  wmdd  not  be  more  fit  for 
the  Patent  Office  than  the  building  now  occupied.  He 
stated  what  was  the  crowded  condition  of  the  Patent 
Office  at  present,  numbers  of  valuable  models  being 
crowded  into  the  cellar.  It  had  become  absolutely  ne- 
cessary that  the  Post  Office  should  have  the  whole  of 
the  building  now  occupied  by  the  Patent  Office.  He 
also  stated  that  there  would  '^be  ^a  convenient  arrange- 
ment in  the  new  building  for  the  exhibition  of  manufac- 
turing models. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  complimented  the  Senator  from 
Maine  for  the  labor  he  had  employed  in  the  investigtL<* 
tion  of  the  Patent  Office;  but  stated  that  he  should  pre- 
fer the  purchasing  of  the  building  near  the  Capitol;  and, 
for  the  purpose  of  transferring  the  matter  to  another 
session,  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Brown,  Clay,  Claytor, 
Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Goldsborough,  Hendrickp, 
Kent,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Leigh,  Mangum,  Moi« 
ris,  PoKer,  Rubbins,  Swifl,  White— 20. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Calhoun,  Ewing  of  Ohio, 
Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Moore,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robinson,  Ruggles^  Shepley, 
Tipton,  Walker,  Wall,  Webster— 18. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  to 
change  the  mode  of  conducting  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands. 

Mr.  BLACK  opposed  the  motion,  and  it  was  carried: 
Yeas  S3,  nays  17,  as  follows: 
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YxAs — Measra.  BByard,  Buchanan,  Clay,  Clajrton, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborouf^h,  Hub- 
bard, Kent,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Leigh,  Mangum, 
Moore,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Bobbins,  Rugglea,  Shepley, 
Southard,  SwifV,  Tomlinson,  Webster— 23. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Hendricks, 
King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Page, 
Porter,  Robinson,  Tipton,  Walker,  Wall»  White, 
Wri^t— 17. 

Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  explained  the  nature  and  ob- 
jects of  the  bill,  which,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
Iraud,  violence,  and  combinations,  at  the  public  land 
tales,  substitute  secret  and  sealed  bids  for  the  present 
open  and  oral  bids,  and  offered  some  amendments  to 
perfect  the  details;  which  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WALKER  then  moved  the  indefinite  poftpone- 
ment  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  that  this  motion  was  intended  to 
defeat  the  bill;  but,  as  it  was  a  measure  of  considerable 
importance,  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  thrown  aside  with- 
out some  discussion.  He  would  be  glad  to  hear  the  ar- 
guments for  and  against  it  before  he  gave  his  vote. 

Mr.  PORTER  was  perfectlv  willing  to  allow  gentle- 
men an  opportunity  of  perfectmgthe  details  of  the  bill, 
and  he  therefore  hoped  that  the  Senator  from  Mississip- 
pi would  withdraw  the  motion.  He  was  satisfied,  how- 
ever, that  more  frauds  would  be  practised  under  the 
provisions  of  this  bill  than  under  the  present  practice. 

Mr.  PRESTON  feared  that  the  bill  could  not  accom- 
plish  the  object  intended.  There  was  more  danger  of 
frauds  being  practised  in  secrecy  than  when  the  bids 
were  open,  and  in  the  presence  of  hundreds.  He  had 
beard  frequent  complaints  of  frauds  in  the  land  offices, 
of  which  he  professed  to  know  nothing;  but  he  thought 
that  this  bill  would  offer  strong  temptation  to  such 
frauds. 

Mr.  EWING  said  he  had  bestowed  much  pains  and 
labor  in  the  consideration  of  the  subject,  and,  in  common 
with  the  committee,  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
this  was  the  only  plan  that  could  be  adopted  to  prevent 
violence,  if  not  frauds,  at  the  public  land  sales.  Mr.  E., 
in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  described  the  combinations 
•and  violence  used  at  the  public  land  sales  to  prevent 
honest  bids,  and  gave  a  history  of  the  manner  in  which 
frauds  of  great  extent  had  been  successfully  perpetrated. 
Mr.  E.  also  explained  at  full  length  the  manner  in  which 
the  provisions  of  this  bill  would  operate  in  preventing 
frauds,  violence,  and  combinations,  and  argued  to  show 
that  it  would  amply  guard  against  the  evils  that  now 
existed.  Sealed  bids,  he  said,  were  made  in  relation 
to  every  public  contract,  except  for  the  public  lands: 
for  the  Post  Office,  for  supplies  for  the  navy  and  army, 
for  the  letting  of  contracts  for  roads,  and,  in  short,  for 
every  thing  but  for  the  sales  of  the  lands. 

Mr.  LINN  said  that,  as  much  had  been  said  as  to  frauds 
in  the  public  lands,  he  wished  to  inquire  particularly  of 
the  chairman  whether  any  frauds  had  been  alleged  to 
have  been  committed  in  Missouri. 

Mr.  EWING  replied  that  there  was  no  doubt  but  that 
a  great  number  of  frauds  had  been  perpetrated  at  the 
land  sales;  but  he  could  not  say  that  there  were  any 
charges  that  frauds  had  been  committed  in  Missouri  par- 
ticularly. 

Mr.  LINN  said  his  object  was  to  have  the  skirts  of 
Missouri  cleared  of  any  imputations  that  might  indirectly 
rest  upon  her  in  consequence  of  the  frauds  that  had  been 
alleged  to  have  taken  place  in  the  public  land  sales.  He 
had  travelled  much  through  Missouri,  and  he  had  never 
heard  of  frauds  and  combinations  there,  and  he  felt 
warranted  in  saying  that  none  had  ever  existed.  Perhaps, 
if  gentlemen  from  the  other  new  States  would  rise  and 
ask  the  same  question  from  the  chairman,  similar  an- 
twera  to  that  given  in  relation  to  Missouri  might  be  re-  I 


eeived,  and  thus  the  frauds  so  much  magnified  miglit  be 
narrowed  down  to  a  very  small  compass.  He  would 
suggest  to  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  who  took  so  deep  an 
interest  in  the  public  lands,  that  the  best  way  to  prevent 
frauds  and  combinations  would  be  to  abolish  tbe  present 
land  system  altogether,  and  reserve  the  pubtio  domaio 
in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  for  the  purpoaeof  fnakm; 
it  an  asylum  for  the  poor  man  of  every  country  in  the 
world  who  may  be  disposed  to  come  there  Mid  «mltivat« 
the  soil  for  an  honest  support. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  that  he  had  wished  that  the  consid- 
eration of  this  subject  might  be  postponed  until  the  next 
session  of  Congress,  when  the  subject  might  be  more 
maturely  considered,  and  some  measure  deviaed  more 
calculated  to  effect  the  object  in  view  than  the  one  be- 
fore them.    Mr.  W.  entered  at  length  into  the  vftrioiia 
objections  he  had  to  the  bill,  and  supported  them  with 
an  argument  of  considerable  force  and  ability.  The  abol- 
ishment of  the  present  auction  system,  which  had  ensted 
since  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  and  even  prior  to 
that  time,  and  the  substitution  of  a  species  of  free- 
masonry in  its  stead,  would,  in  his  opinion,  lead  to  frauds 
of  incalculably  greater  extent  than  bad  ever  heretofore 
been  alleged  to  have  taken  place.    He  had  attended  a 
few  land  sales  in  Mississippi,  and  he  most  solemnly  be- 
lieved that  no  frauds  or  violence  had  ever  taken  place 
at  the  sales  there;  he  had  aeen  none,  and  had  heard  of 
none.     If  violence  would  ever  be  perpetrated  under  the 
present  system,  it  would  only  be  where  the' speculator 
purchased  the  farm  in  the  possession  of  the  honest  culti- 
vator, and  deprived  him  of  a  home  for  his  wife  and 
children,  and  he  had  never  heard  of  but  one  ease  of  that 
kind.    Among  his  various  objections  to  the  bill,  Mr.  W. 
referred  to  the  strong  temptations  that  it  offered  to  the 
public  officers.    If  it  took  effect,  they  must,  he  said, 
place  archangels  in  the  land  offices  instead  of  men,  or 
they  would  violate  that  precept  of  holy  writ,   "lead  ua 
not  into  temptation."    Of  the  whole  one  hundred  and 
fourteen  registers  and  receivers.  If  only  two  villains 
should  be  among  them,  they  could  make  such  a  scene  of 
fraud  and  violence  as  never  was  before  heard  of.     It 
would  give  the  whole  control  of  the  land  offices  to  the 
registers  and  receivers,  and  the  sales  must  depend  on 
their  honesty.    A  stronger  temptation  to  villany  could 
not  be  presented  to  the  cupidity  of  man.     Mr.  W.  took 
an  extended  view  of  the  process  of  secret  bids,  and  de- 
scribed the  powers  of  the  registers  and  receivers  over 
them,  and  showed  the  various  modes  by  which  the  laws 
might  be  evaded,  violated,  and  set  aside,  and  no  hunmn 
being  but  the  registers  and  receivers,  and  the  few  in- 
terested  with  them,  have  the  slightest  knowledge  of 
their  proceedings. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  was  fully  aware  that  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  had  reported  this  bill 
with  a  sincere  desire  to  guard  against  the  various  frauds 
at  the  public  land  sales,  which  he  had  very  little  doubt 
had  been  perpetrated.  He  did  believe  that  it  was  possible 
to  devise  some  mode  by  which  these  frauds  might  be 

guarded  against,  and  that  they  might  dispose  of  the  lands 
eneficially  to  the  settler,  and  beneficially  to  the  Govern- 
ment, without  the  corrupting  influence  of  those  specula- 
tions and  frauds  that  had  heretofore  existed.  He  had 
looked  into  the  bill  with  a  sincere  desire  to  find  that  it  was 
calculated  to  accomplish  the  object  in  view;  but,  after  a 
careful  examination,  he  was  constrained  to  believe  that 
it  would  open  the  door  to  greater  frauds  than  had  ever 
yet  been  perpetrated;  that,  under  its  operation,  they 
would  get  less  money  for  the  lands,  and  that  it  would 
give  great  facilities  to  the  speculating  tribe,  while  it 
would  operate  less  favorably  for  the  actual  settler.  Mr. 
K.  described  the  manner  in  which  the  combinations  of 
sagacious  and  wealthy  capitalists  prevented  a  fair  com- 
petition from  those  who  wished  to  purchase  for  actual 
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aettlementv  And  contended  that  tbey  would  have  still 
grreater  facilities  under  the  present  bill.  Aniong^  .his 
other  objections,  he  said  that  if  this  system  took  effect, 
a  general  suspicion  would  necessarily  be  excited  against 
the  registers  and  receivers,  no  matter  whether  they  con* 
ducted  the  tales  fairly  or  otherwise.  He  was  perfectly 
conTinced,  that  to  adopt  this  plan  would  work  g^reater 
evils  than  at  present  existed.  He  would  be  glad,  there- 
fore, if  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  would  consent  to  let  it  rest  until  the  next 
session,  and  that  they  would  then  take  it  up  with  a  sin- 
cere desire  of  doing  something" — an  object  that  they  all 
had  at  heart— to  cure  the  evils  existing  in  the  present 
system. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  rose  to  repudiate  the  allegations  of 
frauds,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  State  of  Indiana.  He 
was  convinced  from  correct  information  that  none  have 
ever  been  practised  there.  Mr.  H.  then  stated  his  ob- 
jections to  the  bill,  believing  that  it  would  occasion  more 
frauds  and  combinations  than  had  yet  been  complained 
of,  and  concluded  by  moving  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  EWING  then  requested  Mr.  Hiitdricks  to  with- 
draw his  motion  {  which  was  consented  to,  and  Messrs. 
EWING  and  PORTER  severally  addressed  the  Chair 
in  continuation  of  their  arguments. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  knew  that  the  committee  had  been 
attentively  considering  this  subject,  and  that  they  had 
been  assisted  by  the  co-operation  of  the  Commissioner  of 
the  Cveneral  Lsnd  Office*  and  that,  aAer  much  pains  and 
labor,  they  had  agreed  on  a  system  which,  though  it 
might  not  be  perfect,  was  yet  calculated  to  do  much 
good.  What  were  the  evils  complained  of  under  the 
present  system?  Fraud  and  violence.  Gentlemen  might 
get  up  and  deny  that  there  had  been  any;  yet  they 
spoke  only  Df  their  own  belief  as  to  what  had  taken  place 
in  their  respective  States.  But  this  fraud  and  violence 
had  not  been  charged  against  any  one  State  in  particu- 
lar; but  the  charge  had  been  general,  and  that  fraud  and 
violence  had  existed  to  an  alarming  degree,  in  relation  to 
the  public  land  sales,  then  was  scarcely  room  to  doubt. 
Tbey  had  abundant  evidence  on  their  tables  to  satisfy 
any  one  on  that  head.  His  friend  from  Louisiana  knew 
that  the  frauds  witb  regard  to  pre-emptions  in  that  State 
had  been  so  great  that  the  Governor  had  thought 
proper  to  make  them  the  subject  of  a  special  communi- 
cation to  the  Legislature.  It  was  in  vain  to  deny  the 
existence  of  combinations  and  frauds.  These  might  not 
be  perpetrated  by  individuals  in  the  State  where  the 
land  sales  were;  but  by  combined  bands  of  wealthy  indi- 
viduals coming  from  other  quarters.  Mr.  C.  went  on  at 
length  in  support  of  the  bill,  contending  that  it  was  the 
best  measure  that  could  be  devised  to  cure  the  evils  ex- 
isting in  the  present  system. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  was  not  so  much  opposed  to  this  bill 
as  some  gentlemen  who  had  addressed  the  Senate  on  the 
subject;  but  still  believing  it  to  be  exceedingly  imper- 
fect, and  liable  to  strong  objections,  he  must  vote  against 
it.  He  had  risen,  however,  not  to  enter  into  an  argu- 
ment on  the  merits  of  the  bill,  but  to  say  a  word  or  two 
as  to  the  violence  that  had  been  committed  at  one  of  the 
sales  in  his  State.  This  violence  had  been  confined  to 
cases  where  the  actual  settler  and  cultivator  was  anxious 
to  procure  the  land  which  he  cuhivated.  Combinations 
for  this  purpose  had  occurred.  The  settlers  in  that  dis- 
trict met  some  days  previous  to  the  sale,  and  selected  a 
committee  of  respectable  persons  to  investigate  the  sub- 
ject. This  committee  examined  into  the  case  of  each 
bonafide  settler,  and  all  such  as  they  found  embraced  in 
that  description  they  determined  should  have  their  lands, 
determining  that  they  would  cry  "  pre-emption,"  when- 
ever the  settlement  of  such  person  was  offered  for  sale, 
and  prevent  any  one  else  from  bidding  for  it.  Where 
there  was  not  an  actual  settlement  and  cultivation,  noth- 


ing of  this  kin^  had  taken  place.  So  strong  was  the 
feeling  on  this  subject  in  his  State,  that  he  doubted  very 
much,  if  a  stranger  were  to  go  into  any  neighborhood 
and  purchase  the  land  of  an  actual  settler,  whether  he 
would  be  permitted  to  remain  there.  He  believed  that 
violence  had  never  been  committed  at  the  kind  sales 
in  his  State  to  prevent  fair  competition,  but  to  pre- 
vent the  speculator  from  getting  the  home  of  the 
actual  settler  and  cultivator.  Combinations  of  specula- 
tors were  generally  composed  of  non-residents,  as  those 
in  the  States  where  the  sales  took  place  had  not  the 
funds  for  such  purposes. 

If  this  bill  would  accomplish  the  object  in  view,  and 
put  down  combinations,  be  would  with  great  pleasure 
vote  for  it;  but,  from  all  the  examination  he  had  given 
to  the  subject,  he  was  convinced  that  it  would  add  to, 
rather  than  diminish,  the  present  evils.  One  word  as  to 
these  frauds.  He  was  satisfied  that  they  had  been  much 
overrated,  and  that  the  principal  frauds  arose  from  the 
pre-emption  floats. 

Mr.  MORRIS  diflTered  with  his  colleague  as  to  the 
principles  on  which  the  bill  was  based.  His  colleague 
looked  upon  the  public  lands  as  a  source  of  revenue, 
while  he  thought  the  great  object  for  which  the  sales 
should  be  made  was  the  settlement  of  the  lands  and  the 
security  of  the  purchaser.  After  sUting  his  objections 
to  the  bill,  Mr.  M.  suggested  that  the  best  plan  to  cure 
the  evils  complained  of  would  be  to  stop  the  sales  at 
public  auction  and  sell  the  lands  to  the  actual  settlers 
only  in  small  quantities.  This  would,  at  all  events,  give 
them  time  to  devise  some  system  that  would  meet  with 
more  general  concurrence  than  the  present. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs.  BLACK, 
WALKER,  and  CALHOUN;  after  which  the  question 
was  taken  on  Mr.  Walkib's  motion  to  postpone  the  bill 
indefinitely,  and  it  was  carried:  Yeas  25,  nays  15,  as 
follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Cuthbert,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  King  of  Ala* 
bama,  Linn,  Moore,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Page,  Por* 
ter,  Preston,  Rives,  Robinson,  Shepley,  Tipton,  Walk^ 
cr.  Wall,  White,  Wright— 25. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Davis,  Ewing  of  .Ohio,  Goldsborough,  Kent,  Knight* 
Leigh,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Southard,  Tomlinson*  Web- 
ster— 15. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

Friday,  Jcira  24. 
PUBLIC  DEPOSITES. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  announcing  his  approval  of  the  bill  to 
regulate  the  public  deposites. 

Mr.  CLAY  remarked  tliat  the  message  just  communi- 
cated by  the  President  announced  the  gratifying  fact 
that  he  had  approved  the  deposite  bill.  He  (Mr.  C.) 
was  extremely  glad  of  it,  and  it  aflforded  ground  for 
great  rejoicings  but  he  could  not  refrain  from  observing 
that  the  same  fact  was  announced  this  morning  in  the 
Globe,  in  an  editorial  article  which  bore  an  authorized 
character;  and  that  it  was  not  according  to  established 
usage,  nor  respectful  towards  Congress,  that  his  appro- 
bation of  a  bill  passed  by  that  body  should  be  communi- 
cated to  the  editor  of  a  newspaper  prior  to  the  commu- 
nication of  the  fact  to  that  House  in  which  the  bill  had 
originated. 

TEXAS. 

The  following  message  was  also  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

7b  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates: 
In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
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18th  instant,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
State,  with  the  papers  therewith  presented.  Not  hav- 
ing accurate  and  detailed  information  of  the  eivil,  mili- 
tary, and  political  condition  of  Texas,  I  have  deemed  it 
expedient  to  take  the  necessary  measures,  now  in  pro- 
gress, to  procure  it,  before  deciding  upon  the  course  to 
be  pursued  in  relation  to  the  newly  declared  Govern- 
ment. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
Wasbisotov,  ftSdJurUf  1836. 

Dkpabtxbkt  op  St  at*, 
Woihingion,  23d  June^  1836. 

7b  the  Prerident  of  the  United  States.' 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  of  the  18th  instant,  requesting  the 
President  "  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  any  informa- 
tion in  his  possession,  not  inconsistent  with  the  public  in- 
terest, touching  the  political  condition  of  Texas — the  or- 
ganization of  its  Government,  and  its  capacity  to  main- 
tain its  independence;  and,  also,  any  correspondence 
which  may  have  taken  place  between  the  Executive  of 
the  United  States  and  the  Government  of  Texas  or  its 
agents,*'  has  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  President  the 
accompanying  copies  of  papers  addressed  to,  and  left 
at,  the  Department  of  State,  by  persons  claiming  to  be 
agents  of  the  republic  of  Texas;  being  all  the  informa- 
tion and  correspondence  called  for  by  the  resolution. 
No  answers  having  been  returned  to  any  of  these  com- 
munications, they  remain  for  further  consideration,  and 
such  direction  as  the  President  shall  hereafter  give. 

All  which  is  respectfully  presented. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

The  message  having  been  read, 

Mr.  CLAY  rose  and  said  it  did  not  appear  to  him  to 
be  necessary  that  a  reference  shotild  be  made  of  this 
message,  as  the  President  himself  states  that  he  deems 
St  requisite  that  he  shall  have  further  information  on  the 
subject  before  he  determines  on  the  propriety  of  recog- 
nising the  independence  of  Texas.  The  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  in  their  report,  had  certainly  thrown 
out  no  reflection  on  the  President  as  having  been  too 
tardy  in  his  movements,  but  had  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  would  be  proper  to  recognise  the  independence 
of  Texas  whenever  it  should  be  communicated  that  she 
had  a  Government  able  to  sustain  itself.  As  the  Presi- 
dent had  signified  a  desire  to  wait  for  further  informa- 
tion before  he  acts,  there  would  probably  be  no  neces- 
sity to  move  to  refer  these  papers  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations.  He  moved  to  lay  the  message  on 
the  table,  and  print  it 

Mr.  PRESTON  stated  that  the  only  fact  necessary  to 
be  established  was,  that  the  war  in  Texas  had  termina- 
ted; and  that  was  proved  by  the  documents  accompany- 
ing the  message.  He  would,  however,  concur  in  the 
motion  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  merely  reserving 
to  himself  the  privilege  to  move  further  inihe  subject, 
if,  on  reflection,  he  should  feel  convinced  that  such 
course  was  advisable.  The  present  inclination  of  his 
mind  was  to  move  to  refer  the  resolution  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations  back  to  that  committee,  with 
instructions  to  report  a  resolution  to  recognise  the  inde- 
pendence of  Texas, 

Mr.  CLAY  said  that  if  it  should  be  considered  by  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  (or  any  other  Senator)  ad- 
visable to  adopt  such  a  resolution  as  he  had  suggested, 
he  might  do  so  when  the  resolution  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs  came  to  be  acted  on,  and  that  resolu- 
tion was  the  special  order  for  yesterday.  He  did  not 
concur  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Senator,  that 
he  sole  fact  to  be  regarded  in  acting  on  this  subject  was 
at  of  the  termination  of  the  war.     There  was  also  an- 


other fact,  and  it  was  that  concerning  which  he  presuisei 

the  President  was  now  seeking  information,  and  *hi 
was— -whether  there  is,  in  fact,  a  Government  existing  la 
full  and  successful  operation,  so  as  to  justify  the  est^b- 
lishroent  of  intercourse  and  relations  of  amity.  Wheri> 
ever  the  motion  to  lay  the  message  on  the  table  ai^ 
print  it  was  disposed  of,  he  would  move  to  make  tl^ 
resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Forei^  Reli- 
tions  the  special  order  for  a  day  next  week. 

The  message  was  then  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordere-i 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  PRESTON  said  he  felt  himself  honored  in  prr- 
senting  to  the  Senate  a  memorial  from  a  portion  of  the 
citizens  of  Louisiana  on  the  subject  of  Texas.  Tt-K 
honor  was  the  more  conspicious,  as  he  had  been  inform- 
ed by  one  of  the  Senators  representing  that  State,  th-.t 
it  was  signed  by  its  most  respectable  and  influential  cit- 
zens.  The  memorial  purported  to  be  from  the  citize*ts 
of  Opelouaas,  Louisiana,  and  expressed  the  deep  tem- 
bility  with  which  they  had  looked  on  the  struggle  H 
freedom  going  on  in  Texas,  and  the  peculiar  interrs: 
they  felt,  being  on  the  very  confines  of  that  country. 
They  expressed  an  anxious  hope  that  this  GovrrniDes: 
should,  at  the  earliest  period,  recognise  the  existence  ct 
this  new  republic  which  had  so  gloriously  achieved  i^ 
independence.  He  felt  that  they  had  received  from  aH 
parts  of  this  Union,  and  from  the  most  respectabk 
sources,  communications  of  this  nature,  showing  that 
public  opinion  was  fully  prepared  for  any  proceediop 
of  the  Government  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  P.  then  moved  that  the  memorial  be  Isud  on  Xht 
table  and  printed;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

HOUR  OF  MEETING. 

Mr.  TOML1NSON  moved  that  when  the  Senate  ad- 
journ, it  adjourn  to  meet  to-morrow  at  ten  o'clock, 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  amend  the  motion 
by  making  the  meetings,  for  the  remainder  of  the  ses- 
sion, at  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.;  which  amendment  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  motion  as  amended  was  adopted. 

R.  W.  MEADE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PORTER,  the  Senate  took  up  a 
bill  for  the  settlement  of  the  claim  of  the  executrix  of 
Richard  W.  Meade:  which  was  considered  and  discuss- 
ed, and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  by   Mr. 
WRIGHT. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  moved  an  amendment,  providing  for 
a  reference  of  the  claim  to  certain  officers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, to  report  on  the  subject  at  the  next  session. 
The  other  parts  of  the  bill  were  stricken  out. 

The  demand  of  the  yeas  and  nays  was  withdrawn,  and 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

C.  J.  CATLETT. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  moved  the  Senate  to  take  up 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  J.  Callett:  Ayes  15, 
noes  1 1. 

The  bill  was  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  CALHOUN, 
so  as  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  officers  of  the  Treasury,  to 
report  on  the  principle. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time. 

THE  NAVY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SOUTHARD,  the  bill  for  the  or- 
ganization  of  the  navy  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  S.  observed  that  the  objections  heretofore  made 
to  this  bill  were  to  the  number  of  persons  to  be  prumo-  , 
ted  to  the  grade  of  admiral.     With  a  view  to  try  the 
sense  of  the  Senate,  he  would  move  to  strike  out  the 
four  rear  admirals. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to,  leaving  in  the  bill  one  ad- 
miral and  two  vice  admimls. 
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Mr.  S.  then  moved  to  insert  thirteen  commodores  in- 
stead of  nine. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT[8aid  U^at  he  should  make  no  decided 
opposition  to  this  part  of*  the  bill,  though  he  believed 
they  were  in  danger  of  passing  a  bill  that  they  might 
hereafter  have  cause  to  regret.     He  would  have  much 
preferred  that  the  chairmi^n  of  the  committee  had  ac- 
quiesced in  the  general  sense  of  the  Senate  expressed 
the  other  day,  an4  permitted  the  bill  to  lie  for  the  re- 
mainder of  tlie  session.     It  vould  then  have  been  taken 
up  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session,  when  they 
would  have  time  to  mature  such  a  bill  as  would  put  the 
navy,  which  was. so  deservedly  a  fiivorite  of  the  country, 
and  was  looked  upon  as  the  ri^ht  arm  of  our  defence, 
on  a  permanent  footing  of  efficiency  and  respectability. 
He  confessed  thst  he  had,  strong  objections  to  this  por- 
tion of  the  bill  for  creating  the  grade  of  commodore. 
It  was  nowhere  a  substantial  grade,  and  this  might  at 
least  give  them  cause  for  reBection.    Any  hurry  might 
produce  future  prejudice  as  well  as  serious  injuries  to 
this  important  arm  of  the  national  defence.     Amongi>t 
other  objections  to  this  change,  hp  would  state  one  that 
be  thought  should  have  some  weigl^t.     As  long  as  com- 
modore was  not  an  established  grade  in  the  navy,  it  re- 
mained with  the  discretion  of  the  Department  to  select 
the  most  able,  the  most  enterprising,  and  the  most  vigor- 
ous of  the  captains  for  the  command  of  a  squsdron  on 
an  important  emergency,    ^ut  the  moment  this  grade 
was  established  by  law,  that  advantage  would  be  taken 
away.     He  hpped  ^ntlemen  would  proceed  with  great 
caution,  as  any  false  step  with  regard  to  tlie  navy  could 
not  easily  be  repaired,  and  migUt  cause  the  most  serious 
regrets. 

Mr.  SOUTHAKD.  said  that  he  would  gladly  have  ac- 
quiesced  if  he  had  not  believed  it  to  be  a  solemn  and 
imperative  duty  to  endeavor  to  get  this  bill  through  at 
the  present  time.     If  the  Senate  sl)0uld  differ  with  him 
in  relation  to  any  of  the  grades  introduced  in  the  bill,  all 
it  would  have  to  do  would  be  to  strike  them  out. 
'  As  to  the  grade  of  commodore,  it  was  a  rank  known 
in  common  parlance,  and  would  be  well  understood. 
He  thought  the  establishment  of  the  grade  would  be 
very  serviceable  to  the  navy,  and  would  create  no  diffi- 
culties whatever.     He  thought,  too,  that  the  addition  of 
this  increased  rank  was  due  to  those  gallant  officers 
whose  long  and  faithful  services  have  been  so  creditable 
to  themselves  and  their  coqntry. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  observed  that  tiie  chairman  of  the 
committee  had  undoubtedly  laid  down  just  principles; 
but  every  principle  must  be  qualified  by  some  other, 
and  every  principle  urged,  without  reference  to  others, 
became  exaggerated.     The  question,  then,  was  one  of 
prudence.    It  could  not  be  doubted  But  that  long  and 
faithful  service  should  be  rewarded;  but  by  multiplying 
the  rewards,  their  value  would  be  greatly  diminisihed, 
and  they  would  be  rendered  less  an  incentive  to  lauda- 
ble ambition.    The  question  wss,  whether  they  were 
prepared,  without  morfe  mature  consideration,  and  in  this 
hurried  manner,  to  make  this  important  change.    He 
desired  to  treat  this  subject  with  the  utmost  delicacy, 
and  to  avoid  making  any  false  step  in  regard  to  that 
navy  which  was  their  pride  and  glory,  and  on  which  the 
defence  of  the  country,  their  interest,  and  their  Union, 
so  essentially  depended. 

To  determine  at  once  the  question  whether  the  grade 
of  commodore  should  be  a  substantial  grade  of  the  navy, 
he  would  move  to  strike  it  out. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  SOUTHARD,  in  oppo- 
sltion  to  the  motion, 

Mr.  SHEPLEY  observed  that  he  should  take  it  for 

granted,  if  this  grade  of  commodore  were  established, 

there  being  no  such  grade  either  in  the  British  or  French 

naval  service,  that  difficulties  would  occur  in  foreign 
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ports,  between  our  commpdores  and  the  ofTicers  of  those 
nations,  about  matters  of  ceremony  and  questions  of 
precedence. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  replied  that  such  difficuUics  had 
occurred,  and  it  v^as  because  we  had  no  ofll>cers  of  a 
higher  g^de  in  the  navy  thai)  captains.  By  giving  in- 
creased grades  to  our  officers,  the  chances  of  such  diffi- 
culties  occurring  would  be  diminished* 

Mr.  WEBSTER  would  have  preferred  retaining  the 
old  established  grade  of  admiral,  which  was  well  under.r 
stood,  instead  of  having  this  unknown  grade  of  commo- 
dore. He  was  in  favor  of  striking  out  the  commodores, 
and  would,  when  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate^ 
move  to  reinstate  the  grade  of  rear  admirals.  He 
thought  thig  promotion  was  due  to  the  gallant  officers 
who  had  added  so  much  to  our  naval  renown. 

On  taking  the  question,  the  nine  commodores  wer.e 
stricken  out. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  suggested  that  as  the  bill  now 
stood,  it  provided  for  one  admiral  and  two  vice  admirals. 
He  thought  it  would  be  better  to  have  one  of  each  of 
the  three  grades,  admiral,  vice  admiral,  and  rear  admi- 
ral. He  would  suggest  another  amendment.  The  bill 
provided  for  two  grades  of  lieutenants.  No^ir,  in  the 
naval  service,  there  was  no  necessity  fpr  having  two 
grades  of  lieutenants,  it  being  totally  different  from  the 
land  service  in.  that  particular.  \t  had  been  tried  either 
in  the  British  or  French  naval  service,  he  did  not  recollect 
which,  and,  being  foyind  to  bp  attended  with  inconve- 
niences, had  been  abandoned. 

Mr.  PORTER  inquired  if  there  was  any  difference  of 
pay  in  the  two  grades  of  first  and  second  lieutenants. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  replied  that  thtre  undoubtedly 
would  be,  if  the  difference  in  the  grades  was  established. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  second  lieu* 
tenants  were  stricken  out. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  then  moved,  as  the  one  hundred 
second  lieutenants  were  stricken  out,  to  amend  the  bil^ 
further  by  increasing  the  number  of  lieutenants  to  350. 
instead  of  250. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said,  that  in  looking  over  the  navy 
list,  he  found  that  the  number  of  lieutenants  now  consist* 
ed  of  257,  and  that  at  least  one  half  of  them  were  on 
furlough  or  leave  of  absence,  waiting  orders.  He  had 
been  informed  t|^jit  the  ixumb^c  of  these  offigers  was  too 
great  t^  allow  thenn  sufficient  opportunities  of  goin^  to 
sea  to  acquire  skill  and  experience  in  their  profession. 
He  was  aware  that  large  appropriations  had  been  made 
this  year  for  keeping  afloat  a  great  naval  force;  but  there 
was  no  reason  to  suppose  that  this  was  to  be  continued. 
He  thought  it  better  not  to  increase  the  number  of  lieu- 
tenants, as  there  were  enough  in  the  service  to  officer 
all  the  vessels  that  would  be  employed. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  said  that  he  had  made  a  careful  ex- 
amination to  ascertain  the  number  that  wouhl  be  re- 
quired; and  taking  into  consideration  that  they  would' 
now  have  at  sea  double  the  number  of  vessels  ^cver, 
before  afloat,  the  number  of  navy  yards  and  receiving 
ships,  with  the  casualties  of  sickness  and  other  causes, 
he  did  not  think  they  could  do  with  a  Less  number  thaq 
was  proposed.  . 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  said  that  the  gentleman,  m  his  ex- 
amination  of  the  Naval  Register,  had  not  taken  into  con- 
sideration the  few  vessels  that  were  afloat.  They  would 
have  now  double  the  number  at  sea  that  bad  ev^r  been 

at  sea  before. 

Mr.  WALKER  expressed  the  opinion  that  they  could 
not  do  with  a  less  number  than  was  proposed.  He  had 
always  been  opposed  to  extravagant  appropriations,  yet 
he  thought  in  this  case  the  expenditure  was  highly  ne» 
cessary. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  it  would  be  easy  enough 
to  increase  the  number,  but  it  would  not  be  so  easy  \f\ 
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diininish.it.  According  to  the  chairman's  own  statement, 
it  was  not  necessary  to  increase  the  number  of  lieuten- 
ants; for  if  one  half  the  number  of  lieutenants  had  been 
heretofore  ashore  awaiting  orders,  now  that  they  were 
H^ing  to  send  double  the  number  of  ships  to  sea,  this 
half  would  be  just  enough  for  the  purpose.  He  did  not 
belicTe  that  he  should  succeed,  and  he  would  therefore 
be  content  if  only  fifty  more  were  added,  making  the 
number  of  lieutenants  three  hundred  instead  of  the  pres- 
ent number  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-seven. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  observed  that  the  amendment  did  not 
imperatively  require  that  there  should  be  three  hundred 
and  fifty  lieutenants;  but  that  the  President  might  ap- 
point that  number  if  he  should  deem  it  necessary.  Pre- 
suming that  the  President  would  not  appoint  more  than 
were  required  for  the  service,  he  should  vote  for  the 
amendment. 

After  some  further  observations  from  Messrs.  CUTH- 
BERT,  MANGUM,  and  BUCHANAN,  the  question  was 
taken  and  carried  on  striking  out  the  word  "two"  and 
inserting  **  three,"  thus  making  three  hundred  and  fifty 
instead  of  two  hundred  and  fifty. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  **  fif- 
ty," so  as  to  leave  the  number  of  lieutenants  at  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty;  rejected:  Ayes  32,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  MANGUM  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table; 
which  motion  was  lost:  Yeas  11,  nays  25,  as  follows: 

YxAS— Messrs.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Hubbard,  King  of 
Georgia,  Mangum,  Morris,  Niles,  Robinson,  Sbepley, 
Tipton,  White— 11. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Cuthbert,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough, 
Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  Knight,  Leigh,  Linn,  Nicholas^ 
Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Bobbins,  Buggies, 
Southard,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Webster~25. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  striking  out  fifty,  and  inserting  forty,  for  4he  number 
of  captains,  and  by  striking  out  seventy-five,  and  insert- 
ing sixty,  for  the  number  of  commanders;  which  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  striking  out  seventy-five  for  the  number  of  passed 
midshipmen,  and  inserting  one  hundred  and  twenty -five; 
which  motion  was  also  agreed  to. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  CUTHBERT, 
SOUTHARD,  and  WEBSTER,  the  bill  was  so  amend- 
ed as  to  provide  for  one  admiral,  one  vice  admiral,  and 
three  rear  admirals;  after  which,  it  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

A  number  of  bills  were  severally  read  the  second  time, 
and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  or^ 
dered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 

On.motion  of  Mr.  CLAYTON,  the  Senate  went  into 
the  consideration  of  executive  business;  after  which, 

It  adjourned. 

Saturoat,  Juvx  25. 
NEW  YORK  SUFFERERS. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  moved  the  Senate  to  take  up  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by  the  late  fire  at  New 
York;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  make 
it  a  bill  to  extend  the  relief  of  the  bill  now  in  existence 
to  the  sufferers  who  had  paid  their  bonds  previous  to 
the  passage  of  the  act,  and  whose  losses  exceeded  $1,000. 

Mr.  W.  explained  that  there  had  been  bonds  paid 
by  sufferers  to  the  amount  of  $405,115  before  the  pas- 
sage of  the  act. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading* 

GRATUITIES  OP  LAND. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  postpone  the  previous  or. 


ders,  for  the  porpoae  of  taking  op  the  bill  to  RTAnt  cer- 
tain quantities  of  land  to  the  States  of  ^  Indiaitt,  BB- 
nois,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Missouri;  which  vb 
agreed  to. 

Messrs.  BENTON,  WALKER,  and  HENDRICKS, 
advocated  th^  bill. 

Mr.  MANGUM  opposed  the  bill,  and  said  that  be 
would  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table;  and  if  that  motbr. 
failed  he  would  then  move  to  insert  a  grant  ofSOQ^OUO 
acres  of  land  for  each  of  the  old  States. 

Mr.  CLAY  addressed  the  Senate  in  oppontlcMi  to  the 
bill. 

Mr.  WALKER  spoke  In  its  support 

Mr.  BLACK  said  he  would  not  detain  the  Semte  by 
entering  into  a  discussion  of  the  princtplet  upon  which 
similar  grants  had  been  made  to  several  of  the  new  States, 
and  upon  which  this  donation  of  land  is  asked.  The 
bill  had  been  many  times  before  the  Senate,  and  the 
principle  had  been  acknowledged  and  sanctioned  hy  the 
land  bill. 

I  (said  Mr.  B.)  was  one  who  voted  for  the  Isuid  bill, 
because,  as  I  have  on  another  occasion  stated,  1  wu 
fully  aware  that  there  would  be  on  hand,  after  the 
proper  disbursements  of  the  money,  a  large  surplus — a 
surplus  of  some  thirty  millions  of  dollars.  This  sar> 
plus,  every  one  must  see,  could  not  and  ought  not  to  be 
L  permitted  to  remain  idle  where  it  was  not  wanted.  I, 
for  one,  knew  and  said  it  would  not;  the  resuH  has  veri- 
fied what  I  said. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  I  am  glad  to  find  that  I  hare  tbe 
support  and  countenance  of  my  colleague  in  fiivor  of  th's 
bill;  for  I  remember,  in  discussing  tbe  land  bill,  he  de 
clared  he  would  not  accept  a  five  hundred  thousaad  acre 
grant  on  the  conditions  prescribed,  which  are  the  same 
as  this  bill,  word  for  word.  This  was  said  in  disparage- 
ment of  the  land  bill.  1  am  glad  that  it  is  looked  at 
in  a  different  light  since  the  passage  of  the  general  dis- 
tribution act,  now  a  law.  By  the  land  bill,  Hiaaiasippi 
would  have  got  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  during 
1837;  by  this  bill,  not  one  half  that  sum,  besides  resign- 
ing this  valuable  grant.  Sir,  I  am  in  hopes  tbe  repre- 
sentatives will  turn  their  attention  to  this  matter,  auid  to 
the  figures  of  the  case. 

Mr.  MANGUM  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table; 
which  was  carried:  Yeas  23,  nays  17,  as  foUowa: 

YxAs — Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden. Cuthbert,  Davis,  Goldsborough,  Kent,  Kni^t, 
King  of  Georgia,  Leigh,  Mangum,  Page,  Prentiss,  Pres- 
ton, Bobbins,  Ruggles,  Sbepley,  Southard,  SwifV,  Web- 
ster—22. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Buchanan,  Hendricks, 
King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Moore,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Porter, 
Rives,  Robinson,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Walker,  Wall, 
White— 17. 

MICHIGAN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAYTON,  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
consider  the  amendment  of  the  House  to  the  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  due  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  in  the  State  of  Michigan. 

The  amendment  struck  out  the  salary  of  $2,000  ap- 
propriated by  the  Senate  bill  for  the  district  judge  of 
Michigan,  and  substituted  $1,500. 

The  question  t>eing  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  C&attost  to 
strike  out  $1,500  and  insert  $1,800, 

Mn  CLAYTON  withdrew  his  proposition,  and  tbe 
amendment  o£the  House  was  concurred  in« 

R.  W.  MEADE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY,  the  bill  to  settle  the  claim 
of  the  executrix  of  Richard  W.  Meade  was  taken  up, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  a  slight  amendment. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  amended,  aod 
read  a  tliird  time  and  passed. 
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MARINE  CORPS. 

The  bill  to  regulate  and  increase  the  pay  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  marine  corps  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  explained  that  the  bill  provided  that 
the  pay  of  the  colonel  should  be  f3»500  per  annum^  of 
the  lieutenant  colonel  #3,000  per  annom;  of  the  majors 
#2,500;  and  thus  going  gradually  down  to  the  lowest  offi- 
cer, ^500  less  for  each  grade. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  making 
the  pay  of  the  ntarine  officers  the  same  as  that  of  offi- 
cers of  like  grades  in  the  infantry  of  the  United  States 
army,  while  serving  on  shorej  and  that  when  serving  at 
sea  their  pay  shall  be  the  same  as  that  of  officers  of  equal 
rank  in  the  navy^the  rank  to  be  previously  determined 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

This  amendment  was  supported  by  Messrs.  BUCHAN- 
AN and  WEBSTER,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  SOUTH- 
ARD, CLAYTON,  and  PRESTON;  after  which,  the 
amendment  was  lost. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  when  Mr. 
BUCHANAN  renewed  his  motion  to  amend;  and  after 
a  debate,  in  which  the  motion  was  supported  bv  Messrs. 
BUCHANAN,  CLAY,  and  WEBSTER,  and  opposed  by 
Messrs.  PRESTON,  WRIGHT,  and  CLAYTON,  it  was 
adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

YKA»--Messr8.  Bayard,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Goldsborough,  Hendricks, 
Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  Knight,  Leigh,  Linn, 
Mangiim,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Page,  Prentiss,  Rives,  Robin- 
son,  Ruggles,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Wall,  Webster— 27. 

Nats— Mears.  Black,  Clayton,  Moore,  Preston,  Rob- 
bins.  Southard,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  White,  Wright— 10. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  provi- 
ding  that  it  shall  take  effisct  from  and  after  the  18th  June,' 
I8j4;  which  was  carried^  and 

1'he  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

JOSEPH  GRANT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KNIGHT,  the  bill  to  extend  the 
patent  right  of  Josepli  Grant  was  taken  up,  and  after 
some  remarks  from  Mr.  K.  in  its  support,  and  from 
Messrs.  NILES  and  WALL  in  opposition  to  it, 

Mr.  RUGGLES  submitted  an  amendment  providing 
that  the  rights  of  those  persons  who  have  used  said  in- 
vention or  invested  capita]  in  it  since  the  expiration  of 
the  patent,  up  to  the  passage  of  the  bill,  shall  not  be  af- 
fected  by  it;  but  before  taking  any  question. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

MOVBAT,  JUHE  27. 

TEXAS. 
Mr.  WHITE  presented  the  proceedings  of  a  large 
meeting  of  citizens  assembled  at  Nashville,  and  a  memo- 
rial praying  that  l^eus  may  be  acknowledged  as  a  sov- 
ereign, free,  and  independent  State.  Mr.  Wbitx  ex- 
pressed his  acquiescence  in  the  feeling  and  action  of 
this  meeting;  and,  on  his  motion,  the  proceedings  were 
read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

FORTIFICATIONS. 

Mr.  WEBSTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  re- 
ported the  bill  from  the  House  making  appropriations 
for  fortifications,  with  two  amendments.  The  amend- 
ments (Mr.  Wr  sUted)  were  of  no  considerable  impor- 
tance, and  he  would  move  for  the  printing  of  them,  and 
move  to  take  up  the  bill  for  consideration  to-morrow. 
This  bill  contains  appropriations  for  works  in  progress, 
and  appropriates  liberally  and  largely,  the  sums  being 
equal  to  what  would  have  been  appropriated  last  year, 
had  not  the  annua]  bill  been  lost  between  the  two  Houses, 
as  well  as  during  this  session. 

The  amendments  were  then  ordered  to  be  printed. 


PENSION    BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TOMLINSON,  the  Senate  recon- 
sidered the  vote  by  which  a  bill  granting  pensions  to  cer- 
tain individuals  therein  named  was  passed  on  Saturday^ 
and  the  bill  was  then  laid  on  the  table. 

ADJOURNMENT    VETO. 

Tlie  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  returning  the  bill  fixing 
a  day  for  the  annual  meeting  of  Congress,  and  for  the 
close  of  the  first  session  of  each  Congress. 

The  question  being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  the  ob- 
jections of  the  President  to  the  contrary  notwithstand^ 
«ng, 

Bfr.  MORRIS  stated  at  length  the  reasoning  which 
had  brought  him  to  the  conclusion  that  the  objections  of 
the  President  are  not  sustained  by  the  soundest  construe* 
tion  of  the  constitution. 

Mr.  GOLDSBOROUGH  asked  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  for  a  moment  only,  as  he  was  well  aware,  at  this 
late  period  of  the  session,  that  the  request  was  a  great 
one;  he  would  give  his  construction  of  the  constitution, 
in  relation  to  the  question  before  them,  with  studied 
brevity  and  conciseness. 

The  topic  is  somewhat  a  new  one,  and  has,  for  the 
most  part,  escaped  the  attention  of  commentators;  for 
what  reason,  whether  considered  as  perfectly  obvious, 
or  as  not  important  enough  to  engage  them,  he  would 
not  undertake  to  decide;  of  this  the  Senate  were  con- 
vinced, that  it  was  a  subject  wholly  free  from  all  party 
feelings,  or  from  any  other  sinister  influence  that  could 
mislead  the  mind.  Nothing  could  be  further  from  the 
expectation  of  those  who  voted  fur  this  bill,  than  an  idea 
of  violating  the  constitution,  or  infringing  upon  execu- 
tive prerogative;  and  the  frankness,  the  conciliating 
temper,  together  with  the  concluding  sentence  of  the 
veto  message,  afford  unquestionable  evidence  of  the 
good  spirit  that  moved  the  Executive. 

The  President,  sir,  in  his  message  has  quoted  those 
parts  of  the  constitution  which  he  thinks  bear  upon  this 
subject,  and  has  arranged  them  in  succession;  it  will  be 
useful,  and  will  facilitate  construction,  if  we  examine 
and  remark  the  location  of  these  quoted  sections  of  the 
constitution,  and  see  their  bearing.     The  first  quotation 
is  from  the  first  article  in  the  constitution,  which  treats 
of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  and  the  conclusion  of 
the  fifth  section  refers  to  the  several  powers  of  each 
House.    The  next  section,  in  the  same  article,  which  is 
quoted,  refers  to  the  joint  powers  of  the  two  Houses. 
The  first  says  that  '*  neither  House,  during  the  session 
of  ^  Congress,  shall,  without  the  consent  of  the  other, 
adjourn  for  more  than  three  days,  nor  to  any  other  place 
than  that  in  which  the  two  Houses  shall  be  sitting.'' 

The  obvious  design  of  this  section  is  to  keep  the  two 
Houses  together,  both  as  to  time  and  place,  pending 
their  session..  The  next  quotation  is  from  that  section 
of  the  same  article  which  prescribes  the  course  that  bills 
shall  take  in  Congress  before  they  becqme  laws,  as  well 
as  the  course  of  every  order,  resolution,  or  vote,  to  which 
the  concurrence  of  the  two  Houses  is  necessary,  and  is  in 
the  following  words:  •«  Every  order,  resolution,  or  vote, 
to  which  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  may  be  necessary  (except  on  the  ques- 
tion of  adjournment)  shall  be  presented  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,"  &c.,  and  shall  be  subject  to 
his  approbation  or  disapprobation,  as  bills  are.  Thus^ 
sir,  this  section  regulating  the  course  of  bills  in  Con- 
gress, as  well  as  all  resolutions,  orders,  or  votes,  which 
require  the  concurrent  vote  of  both  Houses,  provides 
that  they  shall  be  presented  to  the  President  for  his  ap- 
probation or  disapprobation,  but  excepts  the  question 
of  adjournment  from  that  course.    They  who  firamed 
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.the  constitution,  having  in  the  previous  section  provided 
that,  pending  the  session  of  Congress,  the  two  Houses 
should  not  have  the  power'  to  adjourn  for  more  than 
three  days,  nor  to  another  place  than  that  in  which  they 
shall  he  sitting,  excepted  this  Question  of  adjournment, 
thus  arranged,  from  the  prescribed  course  of  other 
joint  acts  of  the  two  HOusesi  thus  making  the  applica- 
tion of  this  exception  of  the  question  of  adjournment, 
directly  and  naturally,  to  the  foregoing  adjournment, 
pending  the  session. 

But  the  President,  in  his  vtto  message,  contends  that 
the  question  of  adjournment  is  not  a  matter  of  legisla- 
tion, and  resta  it  upon  this  clause  in  the  constitution; 
and  there,  I  think,  with  respectful  deference,  is  the  er- 
ror in  the  message,  vis:  making  the  exception  of  ad- 
journment, in  the  clause  stated,  universal  in  its  applica- 
tion, instead  of  special  to  adjournments,  pending  the 
session.  The  power  of  regulating  the  sessions  of  Con- 
gress by  law  seems  to  be  an  incidental  and  necessary 
power.  Already  the  sessions  of  Congress  are  in  part 
regelated  by  law.  The  commencement  of  the  sessions 
is  prescribed  by  the  highest  law,  the  constitution,  em- 
powering Congress  to  change  it  by  law  if  (hey  think 
properi  and  the  termination  of  a  Congress  is  also  pre- 
scribed by  law;  the  doubt  arises  exclusively  upon  reg- 
uUting  the  first  session  of  Congress,  which  is  always  the 
long  session.  The  bill  now  under  consideration  takes 
away  no  power  from  a  future  Congress,  as  it  provides 
«« that  the  day  of  adjournment  of  the  first  session  of 
every  succeeding  •Congress  shall  be  the  second  Monday 
in  May,  unless  Congress  shall,  at  any  such  ses^on,  by 
joint  resolution,  otherwise  provide."  If  it  is  thought, 
therefore,  that  the  good  of  the  country  and  the  conve- 
nience of  Congress  require  that  this  long  session  should 
be  limited  by  Taw,  unless  the  Cong^ress  in  session  at  the 
lime  should  find  it  necessary  to  provide  otherwise,  shall 
it  be  prohibited  to  Congfress  to  effect  this  good  and  this 
convenience,  merely  because  the  question  of  adjourn- 
ment IS  excepted  from  being  presented  to  the  President 
for  his  approbation,  as  all  other  resolutions,  orders, 
t>r  votes  are,  which  reqtiire  a  concurrent  vote  of  both 
Houses?  This  would  seem  to  be  a  strained  construc- 
tion, and  more  particularly  as  a  much  more  natural  and 
direct  application  of  that  exemption  has  been  shown  to 
the  adjournments  authorized  during  a  session. 

The  next  quoted  section  of  the  constitution  is  from 
the  article  relating  to  the  Executive,  and  is  the  third 
section,  which  treats  on  the  regular  and  eventful  power 
of  the  Executive.    It  is  in  (hese  words,  viz : 

'*  He  (the  President)  majr,  on  extraordinary  occasions, 
convene  both  Houses,  or  either  of  them,  and,  in  case  of 
disagreement  between  them,  with  respect  to  the  time  of 
adjournment,  he  may  adjourn  them  to  such  tilhe  as  he 
shall  think  proper,"  Sec. 

From  this  section  the  President,  in  his  veto  message, 
concludes  that  the  proposal  to  fix  a  day  by  law,  to  be 
binding  in  all  future  time,  unless  changed  by  consent  of 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  is  '*  to  take  away  the  contin- 
gent power  of  the  Executive,  which,  in  anticipated 
cases,  is  vested  in 'him."  Here,  again,  I  think  the 
President  generalizes  too  much  in  his  construction.  If 
we  examine  this  section  closely,  we  shall  find  both  its 
grammatical  and  legal  construction  in  exact  concurrence. 
Tlie  part  of  the  third  section  of  the  second  article  quo- 
ted is  one  sentence,  where  all  its  parts  have  a  direct 
reference  to  each  other,  and  to  nothing  else.  In  enu- 
merating the  eventual  or  contingent  powers  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive, it  states  ••that  he  may,  on  extraordinary  occa- 
sions, convene  both  Houses,  or  either  of  them,**  and 
then  goes  on,  in  the  same  breath,  to  say,  *•  in  case  of 
disagreement  between  them,  in  respect  to  the  time  of 
adjournment,  he  may  adjourn  them  to  such  time  as  he 
^leases***  evidently  confining  this  power  to  the  conven- 


tion of  both  Houses  **on  extraordinarr  occftnora," 
where,  as  experience  has  shown,  it  would  be  much  iDore 
likely  to  anticipate  that  its  use  would  be  necesBary.  Bj 
thus  confining  the  exercise  of  this  contingent  power  of 


it  is  placed  in  immediate  relationships  the  continge&t 
executive  power  is  left  untouched,  ktkL  no  Tear  of  its  Ic- 
vasion  remains;  and  that  such  is  the  tme  eonslraction  I 
cannot  hesitate  to  believe.  With  these  views,  lir,  (ttJd 
Mr.  G.,)  I  am  constrained  to  dissent  from  the  veto.  I 
would,  Mr.  President,  say  a  word  upon  the  policy  of 
this  law,  if  it  was  admissible  at  this  time,  as  I  am  con- 
vinced that  these  extremely  protracted  sessions  of  Con- 
gress are  injurious,  and  must  eventually,  if  persisted  in, 
drive  those  men  from  Cong^ress  who  are  most  fit  and 
best  Qualified  to  be  there.    But  I  do  not  consider  this 

auestion  now  before  us;  the  policy  of  this  law  has  been 
ecided  by  a  large  ttajority  Of  both  Houses^  and  is  coo- 
ceded  by  the  Executive;  the  only  question  before  you 
is  that  presented  by  the  veto,  and  which  has  been  spread 
upon  your  journals— the  constitutional  question— *nd  on 
that  we  are  alone  called  to  decide.  Any  other  course, 
sir,  would  involve  an  absurdity;  for  suppose  a  Senator 
here,  who,  objecting  to  the  policy  of  the  law,  but  en- 
tirely clear  as  to  iU  constitutionali^,  opposed  its  passage. 
the  President  returns  the  law  with  a  constitutional  ob- 
jection alone,  admitting  iU  sound  poficy.  If  such  a 
Senator,  confident  that  the  law  is  constitutional,  still 
perseveres  to  decide  on  his  opinion  of  its  policy,  which 
is  already  decided  on  and  admitted,  he  sustains  the  veto 
in  effect,  though  he  condemns  and  opposes  it  in  opin- 
ion; and  the  express  object  of  the  veto,  in  presenting 
the  President's  special  objections  to  a  law  for  considera- 
tion,  fails. 

Mr.  PORTER  said  he  had  voted  against  the  bill  whea 
it  was  brought  forward,  but  he  Was  opposed  to  the 
gfrounds  taken  by  the  President. 

Mr.  WALL  susUined  the  argument  of  the  President 
in  a  few  observations. « 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  had  voted  against  the  bill,  because 
he  considered  that  its  provisions  involved  an  inconve- 
nience; but  be  was  satisfied  that  Concress  had  the'consti- 
tutional  power  to  pass  the  law,  and  ne  Could  not  there- 
fore sustain  the  veto,  but  should  vote  for  the  bill,  the 
decided  vote  of  the  two  tiouses  having  settled  the  ques- 
tion of  expediency. 

Mr.  NILES  sustained  the  principles  of  the  message, 
and  maintained  that  the  bill  could  not  be  sustainable, 
because  it  fettered  the  successors  of  the  Congress  wbicli 
passed  the  law. 

Mr.  WAT<KER  referred. to  the  constitution  to  show 
that,  when  a  bill  was  vetoed  by  the  President,  it  was  not 
required  of  Congress  to  reconsider  his  reasons,  but  only 
to  reconsider  the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  the  President's  objections  notwithstanding^  and  de- 
cided as  follows: 

Ybas— Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Davis,  Goldsborough,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight,  Mor- 
ris, Bobbins,  Robinson,  Southard,  Swifl,  Tipton,  Web- 
ster—16. 

Nats — Messrs.    Benton,    Black,    Brown,    Calhoun, 
Ciithbert,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King  of 
Alabama,   King  of  Georgia,  Leigfh,  Linn,    Mangum, 
Nicholas,  Niles,  Page,  Porter,  Rives,  Tallmadge,  Walk- 
er, Wall,  White,  Wright— 23. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce 
a  bill  to  fix  the  day  for  the  annual  meeting  of  Congress; 
which  was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 
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[Xhis  bill  merely  fixes  the  day  of  meeting  for  the  first 
'Monday  in  November.] 

JOSEPH  GRANT. 

T'he  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Grant  was  taken  up, 
and  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Waikbb  on  Satur- 
day being  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engross- 
•ed  s   Teas  17»  nays  14. 

FRENCH  AND  NEAPOLITAN  INDEMNITIES. 

*lr.  WRIGHT  moVed  to  lay  the  preceding  orders  on 
the  table,  that  the  Senate  might  take  up  the  bill  to  anti- 
cipate the  payment  of  the  indemn'^ies  due  to  the  Claim- 
ants under  tiie  French  and  Neapolitan  treaties. 

He  said  he  was  tiot  disposed,  at  this  stage  of  the  ses- 
sion* to  occupy  unnecessarily  the  time  of  the  Senate 
with  this  or  any  other  bill;  but  he  must  say  he  consider- 
ed this  one  of  the  most  important  public  bills  'upon  the 
files  of  the  Senate.     There  was  now  a  pressure  upon 
the  money  market  in  all  the  trading  towns,  and  hek^iew 
of  no  way  in  which  Congress  could  so  effectually  con- 
tribute to  the  relief  of  the  mercantile  interests,  to  the 
extent  proposed,  as  by  the  passage  of  this  bill.     Every 
Senator  would  recollect  that  the  instalments  were  still 
due  under  the  French  treaty,  the  one  to  become  due  in 
one  and  the  other  in  two  years  from  the  present  time. 
Under  the  Neapolitan  treaty,  his  recollection  was  that 
seven  instalments  were  yet  due,  to  be  paid  annually.    It 
would,   therefore,   be  seven  years  before  the  money 
would  be  paid  under  this  last  treaty.     All  the  money 
due   under  both  treaties  was  bearing  an  interest  of  at 
least  four  per  centum  per  annum,  which  would  make 
the  advance  of  the  money  a  safe  and  profitable  operation 
for  the  Treasury,  while  its  advance  would  contribute 
instant  relief,  lo  the  amount  of  about  four  millions  of 
dollars,  to  the  great  mercantile  interests  of  the  country, 
which  are  now  suffering  for  the  want  of  immediate  cash 
capital.     The  present  condition  of  the  Treasury  would 
permit  the  advance  without  any  injury  to  any  national 
interest,  and  he  most  earnestly  hoped  that  the  bill  would 
be  taken  up,  and  would  meet  tlie  favot  and  approbation 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  W.  said  his  object  in  making  the  motion  at  tlm 
time  was  that  it  might  be  a  test  of  tlie  disposition  of  the 
Senate  as  to  the  bill  itself.    He  had  made  the  motion  a 
few  days  sinces  unsuccessfully;  and  he  had  not  at  that 
time  made  any  explanations  whatever  of  his  views  in 
reference  to  the  bill  and  its  public  importance.   He  now 
hoped  he  might  so  far  obtain  the  attention  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  body  as  to  prepare  every  Senator  to  vote 
upon  the  motion  he  had  now  made  with  reference  to  the 
fate  of  the  bill.     There  could  be  no  questions  of  detail. 
The  only  provisions  contained  in  the  bill,  and  the  only 
provisions  required,  were  that  the  money  should  be  ad- 
vanced from  the  Treasury  to  the  claimants,  and  that 
assignments  of  their  claims  against  these  resipective  for- 
eign Governments  be  taken  by  the  United  States  in  ex- 
change for  the  money.     The  effect  would  merely  be  an 
investment  of  the  money  at  an  interest  of  four  per  cent, 
per  annum,  while  the  capital  advanced  would  go  to  the 
immediate  relief  of  the  mercantile  interests.     He  had 
made  careful  inquiries  at  the  Treasury,  and  found  that 
the  appropriation  would  not  vary  far  from  four  millions 
of  dollars,  and  would  not,  very  certainly,  exceed  that 
sum. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  had  made  these  rem^irks  that  the  vote 
niight  be  decisive  of  the  fate  of  the  bill  for  the  present 
session.  If  the  Senate  should  refuse,  upon  the  present 
occasion,  to  take  up  the  bill,  he  should  not  feel  it  to  be 
liis  duty  again  to  move  it.  He  therefore  would  ask  the 
ayes  and  noes  upon  the  question,  that  the  expression 
(night  be  decisive  and  satisfactory,  as  well  to  the  Senate 
ss  to  thte  parties  and  interests  concerned. 


After  a  few  words  of  conversation  between  Messrs. 
WEKSTER,  PORTER,  LINN,  and  WRIGHT,  the  vote 
was  taken,  and  the  moiion  was  lost.  The  ayes  and  noes 
upon  it  were  as  folloVs: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Benton,  Cuthbert,  Ewing  of  Illinois, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia, 
Leigh,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Page,  Rives,  Ruggles, 
TalTmadge,  Walker,  Wall,  Wright— 18. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Goldsbo- 
rough,  Hendricks,  Knight,  Leigh,  Mangum,  Porter, 
Robbins,  Southard,  Swift,  Tipton,  Webster,  White— 21. 

ARMORIBS,  Al^SENALS,  &c. 

The  bin  to  establish  a  foundry,  an  armory  in  the  West 
and  one  in  the  South,  arsenals  in  the  States  in  which  the 
same  have  not  yet  been  established,  and  depots  for  arms 
in  certain  States  and  Territories,  was  taken  up  and  con* 
sidered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  thought  it  was  too  late  in  the  session 
to  act  on  a  bill  of  Such  importance,  involving  such  heavy 
appropriations;  and  he  would  therefore  move  that  it  be 
inaefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  LINN  hoped  that  the  postponement  would  not  be 
ordered.  For  many  years  Congress  had  acted  in  both 
of  its  branches  favorably  for  an  armory  in  the  West, 
though  not  in  both  at  the  same  time,  and  there  never 
had  been  a  doubt  of  the  importaiKe  of  some  of  the  ob- 
jects included  in  this  bill. 

The  histoid'  of  the  last  war  showed  the  great  impor- 
tance of  an  armory  on  the  western  waters,  and,  in  fur- 
ther confirmation  of  the  necessity  of  one  there,  he  would 
call  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  on  the  subject.  The  Secretary  (Mr.  L. 
said)  went  into  an  exact  estimate  of  the  difference  of  the 
cost  of  arms  manufactured  in  the  West  and  those  manu- 
factured east  of  the  mountains,  the  difference  being  in 
favor  of  the  former.  The  importance  of  an  armory  in 
the  West  in  time  of  war  was  manifest;  every  one  ac- 
quainted with  the  resources  of  Missouri  would  at  once 
see  the  great  economy  there  would  be  in  having  arms 
manufactured  there.  Within  a  compass  of  twenty  miles 
square,  in  that  State,  could  be  found  every  material  used 
both  in  the  manufacture  of  arms  and  of  gunpowder;  and 
this,  too,  where  there  were  the  greatest  facilities  for 
water  transportation.  He  regretted  that  the  armory  for 
the  West  did  not  stand  in  a  bill  by  itself;  but,  as  it  was, 
he  should  vote  for  the  whole  bill. 

Mr.  BENTON  observed  that  there  were  now  nine  or 
ten  arsenals  in  the  United  States,  distributed  in  the  dif- 
ferent States — principally  at  the  North — and  it  was 
thought  right  by  the  Military  Committee,  that  there 
should  be  one  in  every  State  in  the  Union.  It  was 
thought  right  that  every  State  should  be  put  on  the 
same  footing  with  the  eight  or  nine  States  who  now  had 
arsenals*  With  respect  to  the  armory,  it  rested  on  dif- 
ferent foundations.  We  of  the  West,  said  he,  have  for 
fifteen  years  been  endeavoring  to  get  an  armory  estab- 
lished on  our  waters.  We  have  had  reports  upon  re- 
ports in  favor  of  it — all  showing  that  the  expense  of 
the  transportation  of  arms  beyond  the  mountains  was 
of  itself  sufficient  to  authorize  the  measure.  As  .the 
arms  on  hand  became  fewer  and  fewer,  in  consequence 
of  use  and  decay,  it  would  readily  be  seen  what  a  sup- 
ply the  West  would  require  for  her  constantly  growing 
population.  History  showed  the  impossibility  of  sup- 
plying a  country  with  arms  at  any  one  period.  The  sup- 
ply must  be  constantly  going  on.  In  England  and 
France,  the  manufacture  of  arms  was  continued  with  as 
much  regularity  as  if  they  had  never  manufactured 
arms  at  all.  Now,  in  Europe,  the  regular  armies  only 
were  armed,  while  the  body  of  the  people  went  unarm- 
ed.    Our  people  should  be  well  armed,  and  not  sutler- 
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cd  to  muster  in  time  of  peaee  with  eornitalks,  and  carry 
MriDs  in  time  of  war  that  they  are  afraid  of.  The  se- 
cret of  the  great  suceess  of  the  western  people  In  bat- 
tle was  in  their  being  accustomed  from  their  childhood 
to  the  handling  of  arms.  lifr.  B.  referred  to  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  1818,  which  recommended 
an  armory  on  tne  western  waters,  on  account  of  cheap- 
ness, and  the  considerable  expense  that  would  be  saved 
in  transportation.  We  of  the  West  (said  Mr.  B.)  have 
mtscarried  heretofore,  by  endeavoring  to  fis  upon  the 
place.  They  had  now  abandoned  that  idea,  and  left 
the  location  to  the  discretion  of  the  Executive.  They 
saw  that  of  the  two  armories  of  the  United  States,,  both 
were  east  of  the  mountains^  and  if  a  line  were  drawn 
from  Florida  point  to  Maine,,  they  would  be  found  in  a 
quarter  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  observed  that  his  impressions  were 
in  favor  of  the  bill$  but  he  observed  an  appropriation  of 
$100,000  for  a  foundry,  and  he  desired  tO'  know  where 
it  was  to  be  located. 

Mr.  BENTON  replied  that  the  object  was  to  have  a 
pattern  foundry  at  the  seat  of  Government,  to  bring  to 
the  same  test,  not  only  the  caliber  of  all  the  guns,,  but 
the  metal  used  in  making  tbem. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  said  that  he  was  rather  in  fa- 
vor of  the  general  objects  of  the  bill,  but  on  examina- 
tion it  seemed  to  him  that  there  were  some  objections  to 
it.  He  thought,  as  the  bill  stood,  the  foundry  might  be 
located  either  at  Louisville  or  St.  Louis.  The  South- 
west, too,  the  most  important  part  of  the  Union  for  an 
armory,,  was  entirelj^  excluded  from  the  bill.  U  had 
heretofore  been  considered  that  the  most  favorable  po- 
sition for  an  armory  was  at  the  bend  of  the  Tennessee 
river,  west  of  the  Muscle  Shoals,  where  every  conveni- 
ence of  water  power,  facilities  of  transportation,  and 
materials,  were  to  be  found.  He  thought  this  would  be 
the  most  favorable  position  for  an  armory,  as- it  would 
there  be  most  convenient  for  all  the  western  and  south- 
western States.  With  regard  to  arsenals  of  depot, 
every  gentleman  would  see  the  propriety  of  having 
them  in  every  State,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  arms 
to  the  militia.  No  gentleman,  he  believed^  would  ob* 
ject  to  tMs%  With  regard  to  arsenals  of  construction, 
be  understood  it  as  another  name  for  an  armory.  Why 
should  \Yity  have  one  at  the  Soutb,and  one  in  the  West, 
and  establbb  another  arsenal  of  construction  at  St. 
Louis^  An  arsenal  of  construction,  he  presumed,  was 
for  the  manufacture  of  small  arms,  and  it  was  therefore 
the  same  thing  as  an  armory.  He  would  vote  against 
the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill,  with  a  view  of 
having  such  amendments  made  as  would  relieve  the  bill 
from  any  objections. 

Mr.  PORTEK  said  he  agreed  with  the  Senator  from 
Alabama,  that  there  was  no  particular  reason  for  having 
an  armory  in  the  South.  He  believed  that  St.  Louis 
was  as  advantageous  a  position  for  Louisiana  as  any 
other  place,  considering  the  facilities  of  transportation 
from  there. 

Mr.  LINN,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Kivo  of  Alabama,,  said 
that  be  really  thought  that  the  gentleman's  State  be- 
longed to  the  West.  He  had  always  been  very  willing 
to  claim  Alabama  as  a  western  State.  The  position 
spoken  of  by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  bad  been 
recommended,  when  the  resources  of  Missouri  were  not 
so  well  understood  as  they  now  were.  When  he  was  up 
before  he  remarked,  that  within  the  compass  of  twenty 
'  miles  square,  in  Missouri,  could  be  found  all  the  advan- 
tages of  water  power,  with  the  facilities  of  transports' 
tion  to  any  part  of  the  West,  together  with  all  the  ma- 
terials in  the  greatest  abundance  used  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  arms  and  ammunition)  such  as  iron»  copper, 
ooal,  manganese,  zinc,  ammonia,  nitre,  sulphur,  and 
^ad.    He  was  perfectly  willing  that  Missouri  should  en- 


ter into  competition  with  Alabama,  and  to  yield  to  tke 
latter,  if  she  could  show  superior  advantages  for  an  ar- 
mory on  her  waters. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  after  some  remarks,  renewed  hm 
motion  for  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  said  that,as  respected  additiooiU 
armories,  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  was  deci- 
dedly averse  to  them.  K  an  armory  were  estabfiahed  is 
the  West,  he  thought  one  of  those  now  exitftin^  ougbt 
to  be  abolished.  The  Secretary  said  that  the  preset 
establishments  could  turn  out  about  thirty  or  fbn^  thoa- 
sand  stand  of  arms  a  year,  and  that  there  were  aboet 
eight  hundred  thousand  now  on  hand— «  number,  he 
should  suppose,  sufficient  for  the  present  wanta  of  the 
country.  He  was  not  disposed,  Mr.  K.  aaid,  to  inoreae 
the  number  of  armories,  but  he  would  be  very  willing 
to  support  the  principles  of  this  bill  so  far  aa  to  eat&bltsb 
depoU  for  arms  in  the  States  where  there  were  no  ar- 
senals. But,  as  it  was  suggested  by  the  Senator  Unm 
South  Carolina,  they  had  hardly  time  this  aeasfon  to  act 
with  a  sufficient  understanding  of  the  subject,  and  be 
hoped  the  motion  to  postpone  would  prevail. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  LINN  and  WALL, 
in  opposition  to  the  postponement,  the  questioo  was 
taken  on  Mr.  Calhovv's  motion,  and  it  was  rejected  by 
the  following  vote: 

Tbas— Messrs.  Calhoun,  Crittenden,  Kent,  King  of 
Georgia,  Knight,  Mangum,  Moore,  Page,  Preston,  Bob- 
bins, Southard,  Swift^l3. 

Nats— Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Cuthbert,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Goldsborougb,  Hendricks, 
Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Nicholas,  Porter,  Rob- 
inson, l&iggles,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Walker,  Wall, 
Webster,  White,  Wright— 22. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  BENTON  and  BU- 
CHANAN in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  from  Mr.  KING,  of 
Georgia,  in  favor  of  the  postponement,  Mr.  K.  moved 
to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table;  which  motion  was  rejected: 
Teas  16,  nays  IT. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  strike  out  the  armory 
in  the  South;  and  after  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  CAL- 
HOUN and  PRESTON,  in  opposition  to  the  motion,  it 
was  carried. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabamar  moved  further  to  amend  the 
bill  by  inserting  the  words  <*^  or  Southwest.'^  The  effect 
of  this  amendment  is  to  leave  it  to  the  discretion  of  the 
President  to  locate  the  armory  either  in  the  West  or 
Southwest. 

This  motion  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  ttie  arsenal  of  con- 
struction at  St..  Louts  was  stricken  out;  after  which 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  fur  a  third  read* 
ing. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY,  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  executive  business;  and,  after  re- 
maining lor  some  time  with  closed  doors,  on  reopening. 

The  Senate  adjourned .^ 

TVSSDAT,    JUHX  2S. 

RESCINDING  RESOLUTION. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolution,  ofTered  by  Mr. 
Wbitts,  being  under  consideration— 

Whereas,  on  the  2Sih  day  of  Blarch,  1834,  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  adopted  a  resolution  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit: 

'•  Beaolvtd,  That  the  President,  in  the  late  executive 
proceedings  in  relation  to  the  public  revenue,  has  as- 
sumed upon  himself  authority  and  powers  not  conferred 
by  the  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of  both.'* 

And  whereas,  upon  the  question  whether  said  resolu- 
tion should  be  adopted,  it  was  decided  by  one  fifih  of  the 
SeiMtors  present  that  the  same  should  be  taken  by  yeas 
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And  ngyBy  and  the  votes  of  the  several  members  now 
stand  recorded  on  the  journal  of  the  Senate: 

And  whereas  the  said  resolution  still  remains  on  the 
journal  of  the  Senate  in  full  force,  not  rescinded,  revers- 
ed, repealed,  or  annulled;  and  cannot  now  be  expunged, 
cancelled,  or  in  any  way  obliterated  or  defaced  without 
violating  that  clause  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  which  is  in  the  following  words,  to  wit:  **  Each 
House  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings,  and  from 
time  to  time  publish  the  same,  excepting  such  parts  as 
xnay,  in  their  judgment,  require  secrecy;  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  of  either  House,  on  any  question,  shall,  at  the  desire 
of  one  fifth  of  those  present,  be  entered  on  the  journal:** 
And  whereas  each  Senator,  before  taking  his  seat,  was 
bound  to  take,  and  did  take,  an  oath  to  support  said  con- 
stitution: 

And  whereas  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  late  executive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  public 
revenue,  alluded  to  tn  said  resolution,  did  not,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Senate,  assume  upon  himself  authority  and 
powers  not  conferred  upon  him  by  the  constitution  and 
laws;  Therefore,  it  is 

Hewhed,  That  the  said  resolution,  and  the  opinion 
therein  expressed,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  are,  rescind- 
ed, reversed,  and  annulled;  and  it  is  hereby  declared 
that  the  said  resolution  ought  not  to  be  considered  as 
having  had,  or  as  now  or  hereafter  having,  any  force  or 
effect  whatever. 

Mr.  WHITE  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows: 
Mr.  President,  by  means  not  within  my  control,  I 
have  become  so  far  connected  with  this  subject  as  to 
consider  it  a  duty  to  submit  the  resolution  now  under 
consideration,  and  to  urge  its  adoption  by  such  reasons 
as  are  satisfactory  to  my  own  mind«     During  our  last 
session,  the  honorable  Senator  from  Missouri  offered  a 
resolution,  proposing  that  we  should  order  the  resolution 
of  the  28th  of  March,  1834,  to  be  expun^d  from  the 
journal.    When  it  was  taken  up  for  consideration,  en- 
tertaining the  opinion  that  the  Senate  had  not  the  power 
to  make  such  an  order,  I  moved  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion,  by  striking  out  the  order  to  expunge,  and  all 
which  followed  it,  and  inserting  that  the  resolution 
should  be  rescinded,  reversed,  repealed,  and  declared 
to  be  null  and  void.  '  The  Senator  from  Alabama  moved 
that  the  question  be  first  taken  on  striking  out  the 
word  ''expunge,"  and,  after  a  very  short  debate,  it 
was  stricken  out  by  almost  a  unanimous  vote;  and  then, 
upon  the  motion  of  one  of  the  Senators  from  Massachu- 
setts, the  subject  was  laid  on  the  table.     At  this  session 
we  have  a  proposition,  which  is  now  on  the  table,  for  a 
qualified  or  limited  expunging.    Still  believing  my  first 
impressions  on  the  subject  were  correct,  I  have  ventured 
to  submit  my  resolution,  and  upon  it  will  desire  the  de- 
cision of  the  Senate. 

The  first  position  assumed  in  the  preamble  to  my  reso- 
lution liable  to  doubt  is,  that  we  have  not  the  power  to 
expunge  from  our  journal  the  resolution  of  the  26th  of 
March,  1834. 

Our  Government  is  republican,  and,  by  the  constitu- 
tion, it  was  intended  that  all  agents  in  the  different 
departments  of  it  should  be  responsible  for  their  public 
conduct.  With  a  view  to  secure  this  accountability,  so 
far  as  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  are  concerned,  and 
also  for  the  purpose  of  perpetuating  a  knowledge  of 
what  should  be  done  by  them,  it  is  provided  by  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  5th  section  of  the  1st 
article,  that  "each  House  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its 
proceedings,  and  from  time  to  time  publish  the  same, 
excepting  such  parts  as  may,  in  their  judgment,  require 
secrecy;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  members  of  either 
House,  on  any  question,  shall,  at  the  desire  of  one  fifth 
of  those  present,  be  entered  on  the  journal."  Generally^ 
that  interpretation  of  the  constitution,  or  of  a  statute^  is 


the  true  one,  which  would  be  put  upon  it  by  a  common 
man.  It  appears  to  me  very  clear  that  were  a  common 
roan  asked  what  did  the  framers  of  the  constitution  mean 
should  be  done,  when  they  used  the  language  just 

a  noted,  he  would  answer,  that  each  House  should  have 
Lithfully  recorded  the  proceedings  of  each  day,  and 
carefully  preserve  the  book  in  which  they  were  record- 
ed. To  determine  the  meaning  of  this  word  '*keep,'' 
we  are  not  to  look  into  a  glossary  to  see  how  many 
different  definitions  we  can  find,  but  to  the  context  and 
to  the  ^bjett  the  framers  of  ^the  constitution  wished  to 
attain.  Each  House  is  directed  to  keep  a  journal  of  its 
proceedings,  and  from  time  to  time  publish  the  same.  The 
object  evidently  is,  that  the  body  itself  may  at  all  times 
know  what  it  and  its  predecessors  have  done,  and  that 
the  constituent  may  also  know  what  has  been  done,  and 
by  whom. — [Bayard^s  Exposition  of  the  ConsUiution^ 
p.  58.] 

If,  as  soon  as  we  have  recorded  our  daily  proceedings, 
we  have  performed  the  whole  duty  re(]|uired  by  thia 
clause,  and  may  then  burn,  tear  up,  obliterate,  or  ex- 
punge the  jounrnal,  the  whole  object  will  be  defeated. 
The  convention  were  aware  that  neither  House  would 
be  always  in  session,  and  that,  when  in  session,  the  mem- 
bers themselves  could  not,  in  person,  keep  the  journal; 
provision  is  therefore  made  in  article  1,  sections  2  and  3, 
that  each  House  shall  have  power  to  appoint  the  neces- 
sary officers.  Through  officers  thus  appointed,  the 
journal  is  kept  and  preserved,  as  the  records  of  courts 
are  kept  and  preserved  by  their  clerks. 

We  are  not  only  to  keep  the  journal,  but  from  time  to 
time  to  publish  the  same.  The  journal  which  is  kept  is 
the  one  which  is  to  be  published;  not  once  only,  but 
from  time  to  time.  If  we  admit  that  after  our  proceed- 
ings have  been  once  published,  then  we  may  expunge, 
how  shall  we  comply  with  the  injunction  to  publiui  from 
time  to  time?  Those  to  whom  the  printed  copies  have 
been  delivered  are  under  no  constitutional  obligation  to 
preserve  their  copies.  They  may  be  destroyed  at 
pleasure.  0pon  their  care  we  must  depend  to  enable 
us  to  publish  a  second  or  third  edition;  yet  we  have 
been  directed  to  keep,  and  from  time  to  time  publish. 
Again:  if  we  do  not  publish  a  second  or  ^thir4  edition 
from  our  own  journal,  having  expunged  some  of  our 
proceedings  immediately  after  the  first  publication,  then 
the  first  edition  and  the  subsequent  ones  will  not  agree, 
because  the  expunged  proceedings  will  not  appear  in 
the  last  publications,  no  matter  whether  the  expunging 
is  considered  literal  or  figurative.  And,  what  will  make 
the  matter  worse  is,  there  will  be  no  record  in  charge 
of  our  own  oflicer,  by  which  to  prove  which  edition  is  a 
true  copy. 

The  provisions  in  the  7th  section  of  the  same  article 
strongly  support  the  construction  for  which  I  contend: 

«<  Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives and  the  Senate,  shall,  before  it  become  a  law, 
be  presented  to  the  President  of  the  United  States;  if  he 
approve,  he  shall  sign  it;  but  if  not,  he  shall  return  it,  with 
his  objections,  to  Uiat  House  in  which  it  shall  have  origin- 
ated, who  shall  enter  the  objections  at  large  on  their 
journal,  and  proceed  to  reconsider  it.  If,  after  such 
reconsideration,  two  thirds  of  that  House  shall  ag^e  to 
pass  the  bill,  it  shall  be  sent,  together  with  the  objec- 
tions, to  the  other  House,  by  which  it  shall  likewise  be 
reconsidered;  and,  if  approved  by  two  thirds  of  that 
House,  it  shall  become  a  law.  But  in  all  such  cases,  the 
votes  of  both  Houses  shall  be  determined  by  yeas  and 
nays,  and  the  names  of  the  persons  voting  for  and  against 
the  bill  shall  be  entered  on  the  journal  of  each  House, 
respectively.  If  any  bill  shall  not  be  returned  by  the 
President  within  ten  days  (Sundays  excepted)  after  it 
shall  have  been  presented  to  him,  the  same  shall  be  a 
hv,  in  like  manner  as  if  h«  had  signed  it,  unless  the 
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Congress,  by  their  adjournment,  prevent  ita  return;  in 
which  case  it  shall  not  be  a  law." 

The  like  ceremonies  are  to  be  gone  through  in  relation 
to  orders,  resolutions,  or  votes*  in  which  the  concurrence 
of  both  Houses  is  necessary.  Now,  sir,  is  any  gentle- 
man prepared  to  say  that,  in  any  case  arising  under  this 
section,  we  have  the  power  to  exptmge  the  journal?  If 
we  cannot,  how  can  we  in  any  other  case'  The  lan- 
guage requiring  us  to  keep  a  journal  of  our  proceeding^ 
is  as  strong  and  imperative  as  tlie  language  of  this  sec- 
tion requiring  the  President's  objections  to  be  entered 
on  the  journal,  and  the  names  of  the  voters  to  be  re- 
corded. The  same  solemn  guards  are  thrown  around 
both}  and  if  we  now  have  the  power  to  expunge  the 
journal  of  March,  1834,  we  also  have  the  power  to  go 
back  and  expunge  from  tbe  journals  the  proceedings  in 
relation  to  any  veto  sent  to  us  by  any  President. 

To  keep  a  journal  of  our  proceedings  must  mean  that 
we  shall  have  them  faithfully  recorded,  and  then  the  re- 
cord carefully  preserved;  otherwise,  the  whole  context 
is  disregarded,  and  the  great  object  of  responsibility  of 
legislative  agents  defeated.  Let  us,  for  a  moment,  con- 
sider some  of  the  familiar  cases  pat  by  the  other  side. 
We  employ  a  man  *^to  keep  the  door."  After  he  has 
opened  it,  and  let  some  person  in  or  out  of  the  House, 
surely  he  is  not  at  liberty  to  break  the  door.  A  man 
employs  a  person  to  keep  his  house.  After  the  house  is 
put  in  good  order,  the  housekeeper  is  not  at  liberty  to 
break  or  burn  the  furniture,  or  to  expunge  it,  by  ma- 
king black  marks  around  it.  A  merchant  employs  a 
person  to  keep  his  store  and  books.  After  the  day's 
or  week's  work  is  over,  the  clerk  is  not  at  liberty  to  tear 
out  or  expunge  any  of  the  entries,  showing  the  goods 
sold,  or  the  cash  received;  yet  all  these  things  might 
lawfully  be  done  by  these  different  persons,  if  the  argu- 
ments in  favor  of  expunging  our  journal  are  correct. 

It  has  been  sometimes  urged  that  each  House  has  a 
discretion  as  to  the  matter  that  shall  be  put  on  its  journal. 
This,  to  some  extent,  is  true,  but  cannot  affect  my  argu- 
ment. Each  House  is  forever  bound  to  put  enough 
matter  on  the  journal  to  show  on  what  subjects  it  acted 
and  the  decision  of  the  body  on  each  subject.  To  prove 
this  divretionary  power,  it  is  said  we  may  select  for 
publication  such  parts  of  the  journal  as  we  please,  and 
keep  the  rest  secret.  It  is  true,  by  the  clause  under 
consideration,  each  House  is  bound  to  keep  a  journal  of 
all  its  proceedings,  but  may  refrain  from  having  publish- 
ed such  parts  as  the  public  interest  requires  should  be 
kept  secret.  This  power  to  refrain  from  publishing  is 
expressly  given,  and  therefore  may  be  legally  exercised. 
It  is,  with  me,  conclusive  to  show  that  we  are  bound 
always  to  preterve  the  journal.  Parts  of  it  we  need  not 
publish.  Now,  if  we  are  not  bound  to  preserve  the  re- 
cord of  our  proceedings,  there  would  be  no  evidence  in 
existence  of  what  had  been  done  upon  those  subjects  in 
relation  to  which  the  journal  had  not  been  published. 

Ag^in:  we  have  the  express  power  given  not  to  pub' 
lish  some  parts  of  our  proceedings;  if,  in  addition  to 
this,  we  assume  th6  power  which  is  not  given,  to  ex- 
punge what  we  please,  we  may,  and  probably  will,  some 
time  choose  not  to  publish  some  proceeding  which 
would  not  be  acceptable  to  our  constituents;  and  then, 
afler  it  had  performed  what  we  intended,  we  could  ex- 
punge it,  and  thus  evade  all  that  responsibility  intended 
to  be  secured.  It  is  said  the  journal  is  nothing  but  in- 
ducement to  some  other  matter  more  important.  This 
opinion  1  do  not  think  is  well  founded.  The  journals, 
so  far  from  being  considered  as  merely  introductory,  or 
inducement  to  somelhing  more  important,  and  therefore 
in  our  power  to  dispose  of  as  we  please,  ought  to  be 
viewed  as  sacred,  because  they  contain  the  only  evidence 
of  the  judgment  of  the  representatives  of  the  people  u]>on 
the  different  subjects  acted  on;  they  are  the  very  es- 


sence, or,  as  the  lawyers  term  it,  the  gist  of  tbe  wboic 
matter. 

In  our  free  and  happy  country  our  laws  are  binding, 
because  they  contain  the  will  of  the  people  themselTei, 
expressed  by  their  representative^  in  the  nnode  poictfd 
out  in  the  constitution.  The  journal  is  the  only  eviden?^ 
of  this  will.  An  act  is  not  binding  because  it  is  signei 
by  the  presidiitg  ofBcers  of  the  two  Houses,  but  became 
it  is  the  expressed  will  of  a  majority  in  each  Hoax, 
and  the  journal  U  the  highest  evidence  of  this  will.  A: 
the  last  session,  by  some  mistake,  a  bill,  which  our  joQr> 
nal  shows  was  indefinitely  postponed,  was  ngned  bj 
the  presiding  ofBcers  and  by  the  President.  It  w&s  no 
law,  although  it  had  the  form  of  one.  It  wanted  tb« 
essence,  the  will  of  a  majority  of  one  of  the  Houses,  and 
the  journal  of  that  House  is  the  highest  and  only  er'.- 
dence  of  the  defect.  I  therefore  deny  that  we  hire 
any  power  to  expunge,  on  the  gfround  that  the  journal 
is  mere  inducement  to  something  more  important.  But, 
ag^in,  even  if  it  were  only  inducement,  I  deny,  on  th»t 
account,  we  have  any  power  to  disobey  a  command  of 
the  constitution.  It  says  we  shall  keep  a  journal  of  our 
proceedings.  We  call  Heaven  to  witness  we  will  ob« 
this  command.  In  consequence  of  this  solemn  promise, 
we  are  intrusted  with  matters  of  the  highest  intercut. 
We  have  faithfully  recorded  one  of  our  pro€:eedtngs 
but  afterwards  tear  or  blot  it  out^  or  expunge  it— ih.t 
is,  prick  it  out — and  are  called  upon  for  the  reason,  ard 
answer,  it  was  of  no  consequence,  because  it  was  mere 
inducement  to  something  else.  The  excuse  ou^ht  neTer 
to  be  admitted;  if  it  is  in  one  case,  it  might  be  in  everj 
case.    We  may  obliterate,  expunge,  or  burn,  the  whole. 

It  is  further  urged,  if  the  whole  record  is  destroyed, 
after  the  journal  has  been  publislied,  it  makes  no  differ- 
ence,  because  each  printed  copy  is  the  journal.^  This  I 
think  an  entire  mistake;  the  printed  journal  is  only  > 
copy  of  the  original,  and,  although  it  may  be  admitted 
as  evidence  in  court,  it  is  only  because  it  is  supposed  to 
be  a  true  copy  of  the  original,  and  it  has  been  printed 
by  public  authority;  and  because  you  cannot  procure  tbe 
original,  it  being  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  keep  it  in 
his  own  possession.  The  original  is  the  best  evidence; 
and  the  party  is  only  excused  from  producing  it  because 
he  cannot  procure  it.  Suppose  the  copy  ofl^ered  not  a 
true  one,  the  error  is  always  corrected  by  having  re- 
course to  the  original. 

Again:  if  all  these  printed  copies  are  originals,  and 
we  order  the  journal  to  be  expunged,  we  must  make 
our  Secretary  apply  the  process  to  each  copy;  if  be  does 
to  one,  and  not  to  all,  they  will  vary  from  each  other; 
and  if  we  apply  the  process  to  the  original,  and  not  to 
the  printed  copies,  every  copy  will  vary  from  the  origi- 
nal. The  journal  of  1834  has  been  published — many 
copies  of  it — the  obnoxious  resolution  with  the  rest. 
Suppose  we  now  expunge  it,  actually  or  figuratively, 
and  then  publish  sinother  edition,  the  resolution  would 
not  appear  in  the  last  edition,  and  thus  it  would  vary 
from  that  now  in  existence.  If  we  decide  that  the 
printed  copies  are  to  be  considered  as  the  originals,  and 
not  copies  merely,  it  appears  to  me  we  endanger  tbe 
purity  of  our  whole  proceedings.  It  will  be  very  easy 
for  those  who  are  ingenious  in  villany  to  print  with  our 
mark  and  impose  on  the  world  spurious  copies,  and  in- 
sert as  our  proceedings  matters  wluch  never  occurred. 

It  is  thought  we  err  in  giving  the  same  sanctity  to 
our  journal  which  is  properly  given  to  the  records  of 
courts  of  justice;  which,  it  is  admitted,  cannot  be  ex- 
punged or  altered  after  the  term.  In  my  opinion,  our 
journal  ought  to  be  considered  the  most  sacred  of  the 
two.  The  records  of  the  courts  only  affect  the  private 
rights  of  individuals;  our  records  affect  all  society. 
Records  of  courts  are  only  required  to  be  kept  by  legis- 
lative enactments;  the  records  of  each  House  of  Cuu- 
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f^ress  were  not  left  to  statutory  enactmentSy  but  are  re- 
quired to  be  kept  by  the  constitution  itself. 

Tliose  who  insist  that  we  have  the  power  to  expunge, 
seek  support  from  precedents;  and  it  has  been  said  that 
in  the  sixth  year  .of  the  reign  of  Henry  Yllt.  it  was 
enacted  that  a  record  should  be  kept  of  the  leaves  of 
absence  granted  to  different  members  of  the  Parliament. 
And  from  this  it  is  argued  that  Parliament  was  bound 
by  law  af^er  that  time  to  keep  a  journali  and  if  they 
expunged  any  of  their  proceeding^,  so  may  we.  To 
this  I  answer,  that  the  expunging  of  an  entry  made  on 
the  journal  after  that  time,  on  any  other  subject  than 
of  giving  leave  of  absence  to  a  member,  is  of  no  more 
mreight  than  if  such  a  statute  had  never  been  enacted; 
and  gentlemen  had  not  produced,  and  I  do  not  believe 
they  can  produce,  a  case  in  which  either  House  ex- 
punged any  such  entry.  The  statute  did  not  require  a 
record  to  be  made  of  any  thing  except  leave  of  absence; 
and  if  any  other  proceeding  was  recorded  in  the  same 
book,  it  was  by  some  order  of  the  House;  and  the  same 
power  could,  at  any  time,  order  it  to  be  expunged,  just 
as  well  as  if  it  had  been  recorded  in  any  other  book. 
Our  constitution  requires  that  we  shall  keep  a  journal 
of  all  our  proceedings^  and  we  ought  to  preserve  the 
whole  with  as  much  care  as  the  Parliament  did  their 
leaves  of  absence. 

Uy  the  aKicles  of  confederation,  Congress  was  required 
tffpublish  every  month  the  journal  of  their  proceedings; 
and  from  this  it  is  inferred  they  were  bound  to  keep  a 
journal  of  all  their  proceedings.  In  the  first  place,  I 
think  this  inference  very  far  from  imposing  the  same 
obligation  upon  the  old  Congress  that  is  imposed  on  us 
by  the  present  constitution.  In  the  next  place,  if  it  did, 
what  cases  have  gentlemen  shown  of  any  matter  being 
expunged  from  their  journals?    None. 

It  were  a  useless  consumption  of  time  in  me  to  notice 
in  detail  the  different  cases  cited,  to  show  that  the  jour* 
nnls  have  been  expunged  by  both  Houses  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, under  the  Colonial  Government  in  Virginia,  and  in 
the  State  of  Massachusetts;  because  the  same  general  an- 
swer may  be  given  to  all.  The  Legislature  was  not  requi- 
red, by  either  a  constitution  or  a  law,  to  keep  a  journal. 
The  journal  was  only  kept  by  virtue  of  the  order  or 
usage  of  each  House,  and  could  be  changed  at  any  time, 
to  any  extent  either  House  might  think  right.    But  a 
precedent  has  been  referred  to  in  my  own  State,  and 
there  the  constitution  does  require  that  each  House  shall 
keep  a  journal.  Gentlemen  who  rely  upon  this  precedent 
have  been  mbinformed.   They  have  not  named  the  case, 
but  1  can  be  at  no  loss  as  to  what  the  reference  is  made. 
It  must  be  the  case  of  Judge  Williams,  who  was  im- 
peached and  tried;  and  to  convict,  the  constitution  re- 
quired two  thirds  of  the  members.  When  opinions  were 
expressed,  there  were  two  thirds  for  conviction,  if  absent 
members  were  not  counted;  if  they  were,  there  were  not 
two  thirds.     Upon  this  point  there  was  a  great  variety  of 
upinion,  and  ultimately  the  presiding  member  discharg- 
ed the  Judge  as  acquitted.    On  the  next  morning,  when 
the  journal  was  read,  a  member  moved  to  correct  it,  be- 
cause the  court  had  authorized  no  such  order.     This 
motion,  it  will  be  perceived,  was  in  a  court;  therefore, 
no  precedent  for  us.    Next,  it  was  not  to  expunge  any 
thing  which  the  Senate  bad  done,  but  to  strike  from  the 
journal  that  which  had  been  put  there  by  mistake,  and 
which  the  body  never  had  ordered.     Now,  sir,  if  a  man 
were  set  to  search  a  case  unlike' the  one  before  us,  he 
could  not  do  better  than  take  the  Tennessee  case. 

Two  precedents  have  been  referred  to  in  the  pro- 
ceeding's of  Congress,  upon  which  I  will  make  one  or 
two  remarks. 

On  the  last  day  of  the  session  of  1806,  two  petitions 
Were  presented  by  a  member  of  the  Senate,  complain, 
ing  of  the  conduct  of  oqp  of  our  courts.    They  were 
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received  by  the  body,  and  disposed  of.  During  the 
■ame  day  a  member  moved  to  return  the  petitions,  and 
to  expunge  the  order  for  their  reception  from  the  jour- 
nal; which  was  done  accordinjifly. 

The  first  observation  I  make  is,  that  we  are  to  keep 
a  journal  of  our  proceedings.    In  other  words,  at  the 
end  of  each  day  our  record  ought  to  show  the  result  of 
our  judgment  upon  each  subject  before  us.     The  jour- 
nal of  that  day  does  not  show  this  precisely.     AAer  the 
entry  was  expunged,  the  subject  of  those  memorials  was 
placed  precisely  where,  in  the  judgment  of  that  body, 
it  ou^ht  to  rest;  and  that  was,  that  Congress  should  have 
nothmg  to  do  with  it.    I  will  illustrate  my  meaning  by  a 
familiar  case.     A  merchant,  in  the  forenoon,  sells  a  bale 
of  cloth  to  a  customer,  who  pays  him  one  hundred  dol" 
lars  for  it.    He  enters  the  transaction  on  his  journal.    In 
the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  the  customer  returns,  and 
asks  the  merchant  to  take  back  the  cloth,  and  return 
him  his  money;  with  which  request  he  complies;  and, 
instead  of  encumbering  his  journal  with  another  useless 
entry,  he  scratches  out,  or,  in  other  words,  expunges, 
the  entry  he  made  when  he  sold  the  cloth.     After  this 
expunging,  his  Journal  will  show  the  exact  truth  relative 
to  this  bale  of  cloth;  that  is,  it  will  give  no  account  what- 
ever of  the  transaction,  because  the  cloth  was  his  in  the 
morning,  and  it  is  still-his  the  next  morning.     If  we  ex- 
punge the  resolution  of  28th  March,  1834,  by  an  order 
now  made,  our  journal  of  that  day  will  be  so  altered  as 
not  to  show  the  result  of  the  Senate's  judgment  on  that 
day  upon  that  subject;  therefore,  there  is  no  likeness  in 
the  two  cases. 

Again:  if  they  were  similar,  the  precedent  ought  to 
have  no  weight  whatever.  There  was  no  time  for  either 
discussion  or  deliberation.  Besides,  this  was  dune  in 
high  party  times;  related  to  an  exciting  topic— Burr's 
conspiracy-*— and  the  expunging  was  ordered  by  a  strict- 
ly party  vote. 

The  second  case  is  that  which  occurred  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  in  1822. 

Mr.  Randolph  announced  the  death  of  Mr.  Pinckney, 
who  was  not  dead;  and,  for  that  reason,  moved  an  ad- 
journment. The  adjournment  took  place;  and  the  next 
day  he  moved  that  the  reason  assigned  for  the  adjourn- 
ment should  be  expunged,  because  it  was  not  true;  and  it 
was  accordingly  expunged.  In  this  case,  what  the  House 
did  was  not  expunged.  It  bad,  in  fact,  adjourned,  and 
so  the  journal  still  shows;  but  the  reason  why  they  came 
to  a  decision  to  adjourn,  being  founded  in^mlstake,  was 
expunged. 

Now,  sir,  the  journal  at  this  moment  shows,  as  well 
as  it  did  when  the  entry  was  made,  the  proceedings  of 
the  House  on  that  day;  and  all  the  alteration  prtxluced 
is,  that  the  reason  for  one  of  their  acts  cannot  be  known, 
as  it  is  expunged.  But  in  the  case  under  consideratioUf 
to  expunge  would  be  to  destroy  aU  evidence  of  a  deci- 
sion itself;  for  which  I  insist  we  have  no  precedent  in 
the  case  relied  on.  The  truth  must  be,  the  members  of 
the  convention  were  well  aware  of  all  the  precedents  in 
Great  Britain,  and  in  our  own  country,  which  existed 
when  they  framed  the  constitution,  and  intended  to  leave 
nothing  to  the  discretion  of  either  House.  They  intend- 
ed effectually  to  secure  a  just  accountability  from  the 
representative  to  the  constituent;  therefore,  they  used 
in  the  constitution  itself  the  imperative  language,  "Each 
House  shall  keep  a  journal,"  &c.  Let  us  not,  then,  be 
misled  by  precedents  which  we  fancy  may  bear  us  out. 
At  best  they  are  nothing  *<but  crutches  on  which  weak 
minds  sustain  themselves;'*  and  if  we  are  sustained  by 
these  precedents  in  expunging  the  resolution  of  1834, 
the  precedent  which  we  will  now  make  may  sustain 
those  who  come  after  us  in  expunging  important  princi- 
ples fioro  the  constitution  itself. 
It  is  urged  that  the  mere  act  of  expunging  the  journal 
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is  not  a  matter  of  any  importance;  it  is  the  elTect  or 
moral  of  the  resolution  which  it  is  desired  to  remove. 
Why  not  adopt  my  resolution,  then?  No  man  can  doubt 
our  power  to  rescind,  repeal,  and  reverse,  the  resolu- 
tion. The  bad  moral  taught  by  the  resolution  will  be 
removed  by  the  subsequent  decision  pronouncing  the 
former  one  to  "be  erroneous.  But  it  is  thought  best  to 
use  the  word  ••  expunge,*'  as,  by  the  use  of  that  word 
in  parliamentary  proceedings,  the  principles  of  civil 
liberty  have  been  maintained  in  other  countries.  If 
it  has  been  always  used  for  wise  and  good  purposes  else- 
where, let  us  be  cautious  that  we  go  not  so  use  it  as 
eventually  to  produce  mischief  in  this  the  most  free  and 
favored  country  in  the  world. 

It  appears  to  me,  however,  that  this  word,  like  every 
thing  else  over  which  we  have  no  control,  has  been 
sometimes  used  when  correct  principles  were  asserted, 
and,  in  other  instances,  when  the  reverse  was  the  case. 
When  King  James  entered  one  of  the  Houses  of  the 
British  Parliament,  and  with  his  own  hand  expunged 
the  journal;  when  the  House  of  Lords  expunged  the 
recognisance  entered  into  before  the  Lord  Mayor  of 
London;  and  when  the  journals  of  the  Virginia  Legisla- 
ture were  expunged,  or  attempted  to  be  expunged, 
during  the  Colonial  'Government,  it  was  not  the  watch- 
word  of  the  friends  of  liberty.  1  am  not  aware  that  it 
everlias  been  used,  and  I  fear  it  never  will  be  used,  in 
aid  of  civil  liberty,  or  the  rights  of  man,  when  the  pro- 
cess is  resorted  to  to  gratify  the  feelings  of  those  in 
power,  who  are  generally  too  prone  to  believe  liberty  is 
attacked  whenever  any  portion  of  their  conduct  is  disap- 
proved, or  there  is  any  attempt  to  impose  restraints  on 
their  liberty  to  do  as  they  imagine  is  most  for  the  public 
good. 

Mr.  President,  I  propose  in  (he  next  place  to  exam- 
ine the  soundness  of  the  reason  assigned  why  we  may 
and  ought  to  expunge. 

It  is  briefly  this:  that,  as  the  Senate  is  the  tribunal  es- 
tablished by  the  constitution  to  try  the  President  when 
impeached,  it  is  unconstitutional  to  pass  a  resolution 
which  charges  him  with  a  crime  for  which  he  might  be 
impeached  i  and  that  this  resolution  not  only  charges, 
but  convicts  him  of  a  crime.  I  do  not  concur  in  this 
opinion,  and  beg  leave  to  assign  my  reasons  for  dissent- 
ing from  it. 

Under  the  constitution,  the  powers  of  the  Senate  are 
judicial,  executive,  or  legislative;  judicial,  when  trying 
impeachments,  executive,  when  advising  the  President 
in  relation  to  treaties,  or  as  to  the  persons  to  be  appoint- 
ed to  office;  legislative,  in  making  laws,  and  in  every 
thing  connected  with  making,  amending,  or  repealing 
them.     [Constitution  U.  S.,  art.  1,  sec.  1.] 

The  power  of  the  Senate  in  all  legislative  matters  is 
equal  to  that  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  all  re- 
spects, with  the  single  exception,  that  bills  to  raise  rev- 
enue must  originate  in  the  House.  In  the  discharge  of 
any  legislative  or  executive  duty,  an^  individual  mem- 
ber may  say  in  his  place  that  the  President,  or  any  other 
civil  omcer,  has  assumed  powers  not  conferred  upon 
him  by  the  constitution  or  laws.  What  any  one  may 
lawfully  say,  every  other  may  say  with  equal  propriety. 
What  any  one  or  all  may  say,  individually,  all,  or  a  ma- 
jority, may,  with  propriety,  express  by  way  of  resolu- 
tion, which  is  nothing  but  an  expression  of  the  opinion 
of  a  majority  on  a  given  subject. 

The  objection  to  this  resolution  is,  that  it  charges  the 
President  with,  and  convicts  him  of,  a  crime,  for  wbich 
he  may  be  impeached  by  the  House;  and,  in  that  case, 
it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  Senate  to  try  him;  therefore, 
it  was  unconstitutional  to  adopt  the  resolution. 

To  this  I  answer,  first,  if  it  were  an  unconstitutional 
act  to  pass  the  resolution,  it  furnishes  no  reason  why 
't  should  be  expunged.     If  it  did,  we  might  go  back 


and  expunge  from  the  journal  every  thing  which  lad 
been  done  by  political  opponents,  fbom  the  adoption  of 
the  constitution,  which  We  -cho«e  to  nay  was  uneonstita- 
tional;  all  entries  relative  to  the  alien  and  sedition  hn 
chartering  of  banks,  &c.  Tbeae  entries,  «hicb  we 
deem  violations  of  the  constitution,  of  all  (Abers,  srethe 
ones  we  ought  to  desire  should  atabd.  By  ttiero  the 
disgrace  of  political  opponents  would  be  perpetuated 
Were  I  one  of  a  majority  who  voted  for  such  uncoos6- 
tutional  proceedings,  I  would  feel  very  grateful  to  op* 
ponents  who  would  wipe  out,  or  eXpungCj  the  evidence 
of  my  disgrace  so  soon  as  they  obtained  the  power. 

But  again:  we  find  in  the  constitution,  first  artickt 
third  section,  these  words: 

"  Judgment  in  cases  of  impeachment  shall  not  extend 
further  than  to  removal  from  office,  and  disqualification 
to  hold  and  enjoy  any  office  of  honor,  Crust,  or  profit, 
under  the  United  States;  but  the  party  convicted  shall, 
nevertheless,  be  liable  and  sabject  to  indictment,  tria^ 
judgment,  and  punishment,  according  to  law." 

And,  in  article.two,  section  four,  the  language  follof- 
ing: 

"  The  President,  Vice  President,  and  all  civil  officen 
of  the  United  States,  shall  be  removed  from  office  oa 
impeachment  for,  and  eonviction  of,  treason,  briberr, 
or  other  high  crimes  and  misdenieanors." 

To  my  mind  it  is  very  clear  that  neither  the  President 
nor  any  other  civil  officer  can  be  impeached,  unless  he 
is  charged  With  some  crime.  The  question  then  is 
does  the  resolution  of  the  28th  of  March,  1854,  charge 
the  President  with  the  commission  of  a  crime!  ItisiJi 
these  words: 

**Raohed,  That  the  President,  in  the  late  executire 
proceedings  in  relation  to  the  public  revenue,  has  » 
sumed  upon  himself  authority  and  powers  not  conferred 
by  the  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of  both. 
It  is  with  this  resolution,  and  this  only,  we  hare  to 
deal.  As  to  what  the  bank  or  its  agents  had  said  or 
done,  or  as  to  the  arguments  or  speeches  of  gentlemen, 
the  Senate  has  given  no  opinion;  and,  upon  the  question 
now  pending,  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  tbcm.  } 
affirm  that  this  resolution  does  not  impute  to  the  Pre«' 
dent  any  crime  or  misdemeanor  whatever.  Th^'^^'* 
be  no  such  thing  as  a  crime,  without  a  bad  motive.  Tw 
resolution  is  entirely  silent  as  to  the  motives  by  whicD 
the  Chief  Magistrate  was  governed.  It  therefore  charg^ 
nothing  but  mere  error  of  judgment.  It  alleges  vt 
assumed  powers  not  conferred  bv  the  constitution  o^ 
laws;  but  whether  the  motives  w'hich  induced  hiffl  " 


od, 


assume  these  powers  were  virtuous,  or  the  rcver«c, 
not  stated.    If  they  were  to  promote  the  public  ^foo 
and  he  honestly  believed  the  powera  he  assumes  nia 
been  conferred,  although  he  might  be  mUtakeni  y«D 
ought  to  be  applauded  as  a  patriot,  instead  of  beipg  cen- 
sured as  a  criminal.  . 

Intention  to  do  wrong— bad  motives— are  *h\^*"^ 
of  crime;  and  without  them  there  can  be  no  «"C0  !'""«• 
In  this  very  case,  if,  in  every  act  the  President  dia,i 
mistook  his  powers,  but  still  acted  from  high  ^^^^^^ 
motives,  no  honest  tribunal  upon  earth  could  con^^'C 
of  crime.    This  new  doctrine  of  crime  without  crn  ^ 
tent  has  no  sanction  in  mollis,  in  reason,  or  in  *  *  ^^j 
judged  case.    The  only  cases  referred  to  for  its  wpp  ^ 
are  the  impeachmenU  against  Judges  Chase  and  ri 
ing.     In  the  first  of  these,  it  is  true,  some  of  tJie  arv  ^^^ 
of  impeachment  did  not  charge  bad  motives,  d 
those  he  was  acquitted  without  a  disscntine  v°'^*:    ^^ 

In  Pickering's  case,  the  question  was  »^n«*°*;,"  ^jan, 
sane  or  not.  He  had  been  a  highly  '•««P,*^ Vg  «as 
but  acted  badly  on  the  bench;  and  it  was  allegeo » .^  ^^ 
deranged.  It  was  answered,  if  be  was  ^^^^^^  *  ^f  ihe 
from  intemperance,  and  therefore  an  •fi^ff'*!*,^  0^ 
oflTence;  and  on  that  ground  he  was  cooviciea. 
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forbid  that  a  doctrine  so  unreasonable,  so  inconsistent 
with  our  Imperfect  condition,  as  that  of  crime  wltjiout 
evil  design,  should  ever  be  sanctioned  anywhere,  espe- 
cially here.  You  and  I  are  oblieed  to  act  in  this  very 
question;  it  is  our  publle  duty  to  rorm  opinions,  and  act 
upon  them;  we  disagree;  must  one  of  us  be  guilty  of  a 
crime?  Look  at  the  situation  of  courts.  A  cause  is  tried 
before  two  Judges  in  an  inferior  court,  and  they  dissgree; 
must  one  be  a  criminal?  A  writ  of  error  is  tsken  from 
an  inferior  to  a  higher  tribunal,  and  the  judgment  re- 
versed; are  the  judges  of  the  court  to  be  viewed  and 
treated  as  criminals?  If  they  sre,  suppose  there  to  be  a 
still  higher  tribunal,  to  which  the  same  cause  is  carried, 
and  the  last  decision  reversed,  and  the  first  established: 
Mrhat  are  you  to  do  then-— punish  the  second  set  of 
judges? 

Tn  the  federal  circuit  courts,  a  judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  and  the  district  judge  decide  a  cause;  a  writ  of 
error  is  taken  to  the  Supreme  Court,  where  the  same 
Judge  forms  one  of  the  court,  and  he  concurs  with  his 
brethren  in  reversing  his  own  decision.  What  is  to  be 
done  with  him?  According  to  this  strange  doctrine,  he  is 
obliged  to  be  guilty  of  a  crime,  because  he  has  decided 
a.G^ainst  himself.  Away  with  such  doctrine;  it  is  absurd, 
f^rror  and  crime  are  as  distinct  as  the  motives  by  which 
angels  and  devils  are  governed. 

The  great  error  in  the  argument  on  the  other  side  is 
occasioned  by  not  attending  to  the  distinction  between 
the  acts  of  private  citizens  and  public  officers.  A  private 
individual  does  an  unlawful  act;  the  law  presumes  he  did 
it  from  bad  naotlves;  because,  so  far  from  being  com- 
pelled to  act,  it  was  his  duty  not  to  act.  In  the  case  of 
a  public  officer,  he  is  compelled  to  act;  he  is.  sworn  to 
do  BO;  and  whenever  he  does  an  official  act,  the  pre- 
sumption is  that  his  motives  were  good,  althouglv  the 
act  nuiy  have  been  contrary  to  law.  If  the  law  were  not 
so,  no  honest  man,  conscious  of  his  defects,  would  ever 
fill  an  office.  He  is  bound  to  act-^sworn  to  do  so;  and 
when  he  uses  all  the  means  within  his  reach  to  inform 
himself,  and  exercises  bis  best  judgment,  he  is  innocent, 
whether  his  acts  are  lawful  or  the  reverse.  This  dis- 
tinction between  the  acts  of  iiidiyiduals  and  of  public 
officers  runs  through  all  the  cases  which  can  be  found  in 
our  books.  The  acts  spoken  of  in  tlie  resolution  as 
assumptions  of  power,  in  derogation  of  the  constitution 
and  law,  wetie  acts  done  by  the  President  in  his  official 
capacity;  therefore,  the  resolutioa  imputes  to  him  no 
criminality  whatever. 

The  Senate  unanimously  adopted  a  resolution  against 
the  late  Postmaster  General,  condemning  some  of  his 
acts  as  unlawAiU  but  it  charges  him  with  no  crime.  If 
error  is  hereafter  to  constitute  crime  in  our  public  offi- 
cers, I  should  like  to  know  who  is  to  be  judge.  Who  feels 
that  he  has  the  infallible  standard?  If  any  one  will  say 
*«  I  have  it,"  my  word  for  it,  if  you  will  cultivate  his 
ticquaiiitance,  you  will  soon  find  he  wants  the  common 
requisites — integrity  and  talents — essential  to  constitute  a 
tolerable  judge. 

If  we  expunge  the  journal,  then  we  will  have  estab- 
lished the  doctrine  that,  in  every  case,  a  President,  or 
any  other  civil  officer,  may  assume  authority  and  powers 
not  conferred  by  the  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  dero- 
gation of  both,  and  we  dare  not  say  that  is  our  opinion. 
Against  such  a  doctrine  I  enter  my  protest. '  We  not 
only  have  the  power,  but  it  is  our  duty  to  exercise  it 
whenever  such  a  case  occurs.  Suppose  the  President 
to  nominate  fur  some  office  a  man  who  already  holds  the 
office  of  governor  or  judge;  I  surely  would  have  a  right 
to  say  I  will  not  vote  for  him,  because  I  think  he  has,  in 
the  office  he  now  holds,  assumed  powers  he  did  not  pos- 
sess, and  therefore  I  will  not  trust  him  farther.  After 
having  said  so,  if  he  is  Impeached,  I  cannot  be  chal- 
lenged and  excluded  from  sitting  as  one  of  his  triers. 


I  have  charged  him  with  no  orimet  and,  having  given 
an  opinion  that  his  conduct  was  unlawful  does  not 
disqualify  me.  If  this  were  so,  we  must  reverse  the 
whole  order  of  things;  and  whenever  a  judge  is  called 
on  to  decide  a  cause  similar  to  one  he  had  before  de-\. 
cided,  we  must  exclude  him,  and  appoint  some  other^ 
whereas  the  common  impression  has  ever  been,  that  the 
judge  is  the  better  qualified  for  having  examined  and 
previously  decided  the  same  or  a  similar  question. 

In  England  a  peer  cannot  be  challenged  because  he. 
has  previously  given  an  opinion;  nor  can  a  Senator  here. 
They  are  judges,  having  a  right  to  decide  the  law  as 
well  as  the  facts  of  the  case. 

But  the  Senate  heretofore  attempted  to  exercise  this 
very  power  in  the  case  of  the  Panama  nominations.  Mr., 
Adams,  (I  beg  pardon,  the  late  President,)  in  his  mes- 
sage, told- us  he  bad  the  power  to  have  sent  ministers 
without  consuhing  ilie  Senate,  but,  as  they  were  soon  to 
be  in  session,  he  thought  It  best  to  delay  the  appoint- 
ments, and  consult  them.  A  resolution  was  submitted, 
denying  this  claimed  power,  and  a  long  discussion  en- 
sued. If  we  contested  this  claimed  but  unexerted 
power,  can  any  one  doubt  but,  if  it  had  been  exercised, 
we  would  have  denied  it  by  a  resolution  if  we  could ^ 
For  one,  I  never  doubted  but  the  President  honestly 
entertained  the  opinion  expressed. 

The  subject  of  removing  the  deposites  had  been  regu- 
larly brought  before  the  Senate  by  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  It  was  one  on  which  we  had 
a  right  to  legislate.  We  had  a  right  to  know  why  it  was 
done,  and  how  it  was  done;  to  either  approve  or  disap- 
prove; to  legislate  upon  it;  to  direct  the  money  to  be 
returned,  or  to  be  kept  any  where  else;,  in  short,  to  ap- 
prove or  disapprove  what  had  been  done.  We  could 
have  thanked  the  Executive  for  his  prompt  attention  to. 
the  public  interest;  for  his  efficiency  in  displacing  one 
Secretary,  who  would  not  remove  the  money,  and  ap- 
pointing another  who  would.  Why,  then,  had  the  Sen- 
ate  no  power  to  say  that,  in  doing  tliese  things,  he  trans- 
cended his  powers?  To  me  it  appears  they  had  consti- 
tutionally the  power  to  pass  the  resolution.  But  it  then 
was,  and  yet  is,  my  opinion  that,  in  exercising  this  pow- 
er, the  Senate  themselves  erred  when  they  resolved  that 
he  had  assumed  powers  not  conferred.  I  believed  he 
had  the  power  to  remove  the  Secretary,  and  to  do  every 
other  act  then  attributed  to  him,  if  he  believed  a  proper 
case  was  made  out  for  its  exercise.  Am  I  to  be  told  by 
Senators  who  voted  for  the  resolution  that  I  committed 
a  crime  when  I  voted  against  them?  I  hope  not.  Nor 
am  I  at  liberty  to  say  they  committed  a  crime  when  they 
disagreed  in  opinion  with  me.  This  is  every  thing  the 
resolution  charges  the  President  with.  He  thought  he 
had  the  power  which  he  exercised;  a  majority  of  the 
Senate  thought  he  had  not,  and  so  expressed  themselves 
in  the  resolution,  not  questioning  the  purity  of  the  mo- 
tives from  which  he  acted.  By  doing  so,  they  did  not 
assume  any  power  not  conferred  on  them  by  the  consti- 
tution. 

In  Great  Britain  the  House  of  Lords  acts  as  a  court. 
A  writ  of  error  lies  there  to  remove  a  cause  from  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench.  Suppose  a  cause  thus  removed, 
and  the  judgment  reversed,  because  the  judges  had  as- 
sumed powers  they  did  not  possess;  if  they  wpre  after- 
wards impeached  for  so  deciding,  because  they  were 
bribed,  could  not  the  Peers  try  the  Impeachment?  Un- 
doubtedly they  could.  I  cannot  vote  to  expunge  or  de- 
face our  journal,  because  I  think  the  constitution  forbids 
it.  I  cannot  assign  as  a  reason  for  either  expunging  or. 
rescinding  the  resolution  that  the  Senate  had  no  power 
to  adopt  it,  because  I  do  not  think  so;  and  because  I 
think  it  of  the  last  importance  we  should  retain  with  the 
Senate  those  powers  vested  in  it  for  high  and  important 
purposes,  and  which  are,  or  may  be,  essential  to  pre^ 
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serve  the  liberty  of  the  people:  but  most  wUlingty  can  I 
vote  to  rescind,  reverse,  and  repeal,  the  resolation:  be- 
cause I  think  that  the  Senate  erred  in  adopting  it.    To 
say  the  least,  there  are  doubts  of  our  power  to  expunge; 
and  no  one,  I  think,  ought  to  be  certain  the  Senate  had 
no  power  to  adopt  the  resolution.     Why,  then,  shall  we 
cling  to  the  word  "  expunge,"  and  to  this  reason,  when 
there  is  a  plain  course  to  pursue,  in  which  what  is  due 
to  the  ChieF  Magistrate  and  to  ourselves  can  be  accom- 
plished?   To  me  the  reason  is  obvious.     I'o  expunge 
bas  become  an  executive  measure.    It  is  now  the  watch- 
word of  a  party;  and,  by  its  use,  those  are  to  be- hunted 
down  who  will  not  conform  to  the  will  of  the  party.    In 
March,  1834,  when  the  resolution  was  adopted,  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Senate  was  opposed  to  the  Chief  Magistrate. 
His  long  and  valuable  services  have  endeared  him  to  the 
American  people.     They  are  sensitive  as  to  every  thing 
which  can  affect  his  reputation  as  a  man  or  as  an  officer. 
At  the  last  session,  the  member  from  Missouri  (I  doubt 
not,  from  a  conviction  of  the  correctness  of  the  proce- 
dure) submitted  his  proposition  to  expunge.    The  Chief 
Magistrate  had  made  up  his  mind  who  should  be  his  suc- 
cessor, and  had  determined  to  use  all  his  personal  influ- 
ence and  official  patronage  to  secure  his  election.   Whilst 
there  was  a  majority  of  the  Senate  opposed  to  him,  this 
patronage  could  not  be  brought  to  operate  with  full  ef- 
fect.    Upon  discussing  the  expunging  resolution,  the 
opinions  of  every  Senator  were  expressed.     The  times 
of  some  were  then  expiring — the  very  day  of  voting. 
The  venerable  Chief  Magistrate  at  once  saw  the  use 
which  could  be  made  of  this  instrument,  and  he  bas  given 
it  his  full  influence  ever  since,  under  the  hope  that, 
through  its  use,  the  Senate  could  be  expurgated;  mem- 
bers whom  he  deemed  unworthy  of  the  station  excluded; 
and  their  places  supplied  by  others,  in  his  opinion,  more 
worthy.   He  seized  the  weapon,  and  has  wielded  it  with 
all  the  effect  he  could.  The  cry  **  expunge*'  was  raised, 
ftnd  has  been  continued.    I  shall  speak  of  what  I  know, 
And  what  I  believe  to  be  true.    The  time  of  one  of  the 
Senators  in  my  own  State  had  expired.   Members  of  the 
Legislature  and  of  the  House  of  Representatives  were  to 
be  elected  in  August.  The  Chief  Magistrate  interfered, 
through  the  agency  of  others,  in  the  elections  to  be 
made  by  the  people,  and  in  the  election  to  be  made  by 
the  Legislature.     Does  any  one  who  hears  me  doubt 
this  statement?    He  need  not.     The  following  facts  will 
show,  incontestably,  that  he  interfered  in  the  elections 
to  be  made  by  the  people: 

1st.  His  two  letters  addressed  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gwin, 
which  all  who  look  into  newspapers  must  have  read. 
They  were  intended  for  publication,  and  were  actually 
published. 

2d.  Besides  the  number  of  copies  of  the  Globe 
itself,  hundreds  of  wrhich  he  has  sent  to  Tennessee  un- 
der his  frank,  he  franked  many  copies  of  the  pros- 
pectus for  the  extra  Globe,  which  contains  very  little 
except  misrepresentations  and  insinuations  utterly  un- 
founded and  untrue.  There  can  be  no  pretence  that 
this  was  sent  because  it  contained  any  speech,  or  any 
public  document.  There  is  no  such  thing  in  it.  I  hold 
one  that  he  sent  to  Tennessee,  frank  and  all,  in  my  hand, 
just  as  received  by  the*  gentleman  to  whom  it  was  ad- 
dressed; and  many  others  were  scattered  through  the 
country  under  his  frank. 

3d.  He  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Curry,  which  was  used 
in  Colonel  SUndefer's  district,  with  a  view  to  influence 
public  opinion. 

4th.  He  wrote  a  letter  to  my  colleague,  a  copy  of 
which  was  furnished  to  Mr.  Johnson,  who  used  it  in  his 
canvass  upon  the  stump,  with  a  view  to  aid  his  election; 
and  it  must  have  been  intended  for  such  use  when  writ- 
ten, otherwise  we  must  suppose  my  colleague  abused 
the  confidence  of  the  Chief  Magistrate,  in  permitting 


his  letter  to  be  applied  to  a  purpose  not  intended  by  the 
writer. 

These  few  facts,  independent  of  many  others  which 
might  be  stated,  satisfy  me  tliat  he  did  interfiere,  and  use 
his  influence  with  the  people  to  regelate  their  opinions 
in  the  elections. 

Secondly.     He  interfered  with  the  Legislature. 

1.  On  the  next  day  after  they  assembled,  under  his 
frank,  each  member  received  three  numbers  of  the  ex- 
tra Globe,  amounting  to  three  hundretL  Here  is  one  of 
them,  frank  and  all.  Some  of  these  Globes  contain 
matter  of  the  lowest  kind,  intended,  no  doubt,  to  dis- 
gust the  members  with  their  former  Senator,  and  to  pre- 
vent his  re-election. 

2.  He  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Nicholson,  one  of  the 
members,  which  we  have  seen  published  in  the  newspa- 
per, in  which  he  complains  or  the  former  Senator  for 
not  defending  him  on  the  expunging  resolution  at  the 
last  session,  and  justifying  the  use  made  of  his  franking 
privilege. 

3.  He  wrote  a  similar  letter  to  Mr.  Brown,  another 
member,  a  copy  oT  which  I  now  hold  in  my  hand. 

4.  He  wrote  to  Mr.  Guild,  one  of  the  leading  mem- 
bers, a  letter  cdntaining  an  argument  to  prove  the  propri- 
ety of  instructing  the  Senators  to  vote  for  expunging  the 
resolution  of  March,  1834^  and  urging  the  propriety  of 
giving  such  instructions,  and  authorized  Mr.  Guild  to 
submit  it  to  the  perusal  of  other  members,  which  he 
did;  and 

5.  From  this  place  was  sent  to  this  same  Mr.  Guild 
a  copy  of  the  form  of  expunging,  which  the  Senators 
were  to  be  instructed  to  use;  and  this  form  corresponds, 
as  I  have  understood,  with  that  used  in  the  resolution 
proposed  at  this  session  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri. 

All  these  facts  prove  that  the  first  object  was  to  de- 
feat the  re-election  of  a  Senator  who,  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, had  shown  he  would  not  conform  bis  conduct  to 
the  will  of  the  Chief  Magistrate;  and,  when  that  fiiiled, 
to  cause  such  instructions  to  be  given  as  it  was  known 
that  that  Senator  could  not  obey,  and  thereby  force  him 
to  resign.  Both  these  objects  failed.  The  Senator  was 
re-elected,  and  the  Legiskiture  would  not  give  any  in- 
structions. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  not  stated  these  fticts  by  way  of 
complaint  against  the  Executive.  I  perhaps  am,  least 
of  all  others,  competent  to  judge  whether^such  a  course 
was  in  conformity  with  his  station  or  his  peculiar  situa- 
tion; but  1  state  them  that  justice  may  be  done  to  the  in- 
dependenee  of  the  Legislature,  and  to  their  determina- 
tion not  to  be  persuaded  or  forced  from  what  they 
thought  to  be  the  path  of  duty.  Their  course  is  the 
more  commendable,  wh6n  it  is  remembered  they  sat 
within  a  few  miles  of  his  residence;  were  surrounded  by 
his  personal  friends;  and  that  they  themselves  can  fur- 
nish from  their  own  body  many  of  his  earliest,  firmest, 
and  most  undeviating  political  and  personal  friends.  Let 
it  be  remembered,  also,  that  they  then  were,  and  now 
are,  the  firm  and  unflinching  supporters  of  his  adminis- 
tration, upon  every  point  where  his  measures  conform 
to  the  principles  avowed  to  bring  him  into  power.  Tet 
they  would  not,  and  did  not,  give  their  Senators  any  in- 
structions upon  this  question.  They  were  willing  to 
trust  them  without  instructions  upon  this  as  well  as 
other  points;  and  on  this  account  it  is  that  I  feel  myself 
under  higher  obligations  to  endeavor  to  carry  out  the 
will  of  my  Slate  upon  this  subject,  than  I  should  have 
been  if  formally  instructed. 

My  opinion  had  been  expressed,  and  was  well  known; 
T  believe  it  conforms  to  the  opinion  of  my  State  and  its 
Legislature;  and  I  hold  myself  especially  bound  to  en- 
deavor to  have  it  effected  by  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion which  I  have  submitted.  Those  tvho  believe  that 
either  I  or  the  people  of  my  State  are  opponents  of  the 
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administration*  mistake  our  chiracter.     Our  politics  ace 
as  they  have  been;  we  now  stand  on  the  same  ground* 
advocate  the  same  principles  we  did  in  1828,  when  sus- 
tain in§f  General  Jackson  to  bring  him  into  power.     But 
-wc  are  the  slaves  of  no  man;  and  when  it  is  attempted 
to  ingraft  on  our  principtes  a  system  which  does  not  be- 
long to  them,  I  will  not  yield  my  assent,  be  the  conse- 
quences what  they  may.    My  wish  is  to  rescind,  reverse, 
and  repeal,  the  resolution  of  1834,  because,  in  my  judg- 
ment, it  is  erroneous,  and  because  I  believe  such  is  the 
judgment  of  my  State.     To  vote  to  expunge  it,  I  can- 
not; because,  in  my  opinion,  the  constitution  forbids  it; 
and,  anxious  as  my  constituents  are  to  vindicate  the 
character  of  the  Chief  Magistrate,  they  will  never  re- 
quire me  to  do  so  at  the  expense  of  that  sacred  instru- 
ment, which  we  are  all  under  the  most  high  and  most 
solemn  obligations  to  maintain  inviolate. 

Mr.  WALKER  expressed  the  grounds  oo  which  he 
should  vote  against  the  resolution. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered,  the  (question  was  ta- 
ken on  the  rescinding  resolution,  and  decided  as  follows: 
Ybas — Messrs.  King  of  Georgia,  White — 2. 
Nayb — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Bu- 
chanan, Clay,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis, 
£wing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King 
of  Alabama,  Knight,  Leigh,  Linn,  Nicholas,  Page, 
Rives,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Swift,  Tomlinson, 
Walker,  Wright— 28. 

So  the  resolution  was  negatived. 
Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  certain  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  New  York,  instructing  their  Senators  to 
support  Mr.  Bihtox's  expunging  resolutions.  Mr.  W. 
said  that  he  had  bad  these  resolutions  ia  his  possession 
for  some  time,  and  had  only  delayed  presenting  them  till 
the  subject  was  called  up  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CLAY  observed  that,  as  the  resolution  of  the 
Senator  from  Tennessee  was  disposed  of,  he  thought  it 
would  be  proper  to  take  up  the  other  resolution  on  the 
same  subiect  and  dispose  of  it  also.  He  had  not  the 
charge  of  these  resolutions,  and  would  therefore  make 
no  motion. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said  that  he  would  move  (o  take  it  up. 
He  did  not  wish  to  make  a  speech  on  it,  but  having  been 
instructed  by  his  Legislature  to  vote  against  these  ex- 
punging resolutions,  he  wished  to  record  his  vote  in  obe- 
dience to  his  instructions. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  observed  that  there  were  only  thirty 
Senators  present,  and  he  hardly  thought  (gentlemen 
would  take  a  question  of  such  importance  when  the 
Senate  was  so  thinly  attended. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  that  he  had  intended  to  ask  for  the 
vote  on  his  resolution  after  the  resolution  of  the  Senator 
from  Tennessee  was  disposed  of,  or  rather  to  give  no- 
tice of  the  hour  when  he  would  call  it  up,  in  order  that 
there  might  be  a  full  attendance  of  Senators  when  they 
came  to  the  vote.  If  12  o'clock  to-morrow  was  agree- 
able to  the  Senate,  he  would  call  up  the  resolution  at 
that  hour. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  expressed  his  concurrence  in  Mr. 
Bektok's  notice,  and  withdrew  his  motion. 

JOSEPH  GRANT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KNIGHT,  the  vote  by  whieh  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Grant  had  been  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  was  reconsidered. 

It  was  then  moved  by  Mr.  KNIGHT  to  strike  out  the 
amendment  which  secured  from  harm  those  who  had 
used  the  invention  (for  hat  bodies)  since  the  patent  had 
expired,  which  this  bill  was  intended  to  renew. 

Some  discussion  took  place,  in  which  Mr.  RUGGLES, 
Mr.  WRIGHT,  Mr.  PORTER,  Mr.  CLAYTON,  Mr. 
CLAY,  Mr.  PRESTON,  Mr.  KNIGHT,  and  Mr.  NILES, 
took  part. 


The  ayes  and  noes  were  then  demanded  by  Mr. 
WRIGHT,  and  ordered,  on  the  motion  to  strike  out. 

The  question  was  then  about  to  be  taken,  when 
Mr.  HUBBARD  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  Uble; 
which  was  decided  in  the  negative:  Yeas  18,  nays  20. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  amending  the  bill  by  inserting  the  proviso, 
and  decided  in  the  neg^ative:  Yeas  18,  nays  Ifi. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  engrossment  of 
the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  19, 
nays  17. 

[This  bill  was  to  renew  a  patent,  expired  perhaps  two 
years  ago,  for  a  machine  for  making  hat  bodies.  Since 
the  expiration  of  the  patent,  the  mvention  had  fallen 
into  the  public  hands,  and  was  now  in  common  use. 
Mr.  RvaaLxs  introduced  an  amendment  to  secure  to 
those  who  have  the  machines  the  right  of  using  them, 
notwithstanding  the  renewal  of  the  patent.  The  bill 
had  been  originally  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  with 
this  amendment  ingrafted  upon  it{  but  as  it  was  com- 
plai»ed  that  this  prevented  the  patentee  from  making 
any  advantage  of  his  invention,  the  motion  to  reconsider 
was  made.] 

PATENT  OFFICE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RUGGLES,  the  Senate  took  up 
the  bill  providing  for  a  building  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  Patent  Office,  the  bill  being  on  its  thu-d 
reading. 

Mr.  CLAY  called  for  the  reading  of  the  communica- 
tion made  by  William  Brent  and  others,  offering  to  sell 
the  old  brick  capitol  to  the  Government,  for  the  use  of 
the  Patent  Office;  which  being  read, 

Mr.  RUGGLES  laid  before  the  Senate  a  communica- 
tion from  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  other 
House  on  the  subject;  which  was  read;  and  after  some 
remarks  from  Mr.  RUGGLES  in  support  of  the  bill,  and 
from  Messrs.  CRITTENDEN  and  CLAYTON  in  oppo- 
sition to  it, 

Mr.  CLAYTON  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with  instructions  to  report  a 
bill  providing  for  the  purchase  of  the  building  formerly 
used  for  the  temporary  accommodation  of  Congress;  and 
after  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  RUGGLES,  CLAY- 
TON, and  CALHOUN,  the  motion  was  rejected  by  the 
following  vote: 

YxAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Goldsborough,  Kent,  Leigh,  Moore, 
Nicholas,  Pate,  Porter,  White— 14. 

Nats— BleJsrs.  Benton,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Ewing 
of  Ohio,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  King 
of  Georgia,  Linn,  Morris,  Niles,  Preston,  Rives,  Robin- 
son, Ruggles,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Walker,  Wall— 19. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding 
the  following  proviso:  "providing  a  contract  can  be 
made  for  the  erection  and  completion  of  the  same  in  a 
workmanlike  and  faithful  manner,  for  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing 1108,000,  to  include  all  expenses  whatever;"  which 
amendment  was  agreed  to;  and  on  the  c^uestion.  Shall 
this  bill  pass  as  amended?  it  was  decided  m  the  affirma* 
tive:  Yeas  20,  nays  11,  as  follows: 

YxAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of 
AUbama,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Nicholas,  Niles, 
Page,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Walker. 
Wall— 20. 

Nats— Messrs.  Black,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Da- 
vis, Goldsborough,  Leigh,  Moore,  Porter,  South- 
ard— 11. 

JOHN  BRAHAN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MOORE,  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
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Treasury,  in  answer  to  a  resohition  nf  bis  on  the  subject 
of  money  paid  by  the  legal  representatives  of  the  late 
General  Brahan  to  the  United  States  district  attorney  for 
the  northern  district  of  Alabama,  and  by  liim  paid  into 
the  hands  of  certain  men  in  Madison  county,  Alabama. 

Mr.  MOORR  said  he  had  ifitroduced  the  resolution 
i^'hich  had  brought  forth  the  report  and  accompanying 
documents  as  a  response,  under  a  sense  of  official  public 
duty,  in  consequence  of  rumors  having  obtained  cur- 
rency deeply  implicating  the  Treasury  Department,  the 
United  States  district  attorney  for  the  northern  district 
of  Alabama,  and  others,  concerning  a  loan  of  public 
money,  amounting  to  something  like  ihirty-six  thousand 
dollars,  to  Caruthers  &  Kinkle,  and  others,  in  Alabama, 
for  one,  two,  three,  four,  and  five  years.  In  order  that 
others  may  fully  understand  the  history  of  this  transac- 
tion, it  would  be  necessary  to  bear  in  mind  that,  in 
1819,  the  late  General  Brahan  became  indebted  to  the 
Government  for  about  eighty  thousand  dollars;  and  upon 
his  executing  deeds  of  trust  and  mortgage,  upon  real 
and  personal  property,  which  gave  the  Government  full 
and  ample  indemnity,  indulgence  had  been  given  him  in 
his  lifetime,  which  had  been  extended  to  his  !egal  rep- 
resentatives until  a  short  time  past;  and  now,  he  pre- 
sumed, in  consequence  of  the  very  great  exigency  and 
straitened  condition  of  the  public  finances  at  present, 
the  Department  was  not  permitted  to  give  longer  indul- 
gence, and  that  the  Executive  had  been  required  to 
coerce  payment  from  the  estate;  which  having  been 
done,  and  the  money  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  district 
attorney  for  the  northern  district  of  Alabama,  he,  in 
pursuance  of  what  he  presumed  to  be  his  instructions 
from  the  Treasury  Department,  had  paid  the  same  over 
to  Caruthers  8c  Kinkle,  and  others,  on  a  loan  upon  time, 
and  still  holding  the  esUte  of  the  late  General  Brahan 
responsible  for  the  final  payment  of  the  debt. 

Mr.  M.  said,  from  the  conspicuous  situation  these  ben- 
eficiaries and  recipients  of  the  favor  of  the  Treasury 
Department  occupy  in  the  correspondence  now  before 
the  Senate>  it  may  not  be  improper  to  inquire  who  they 
are,  and  more  particularly  as  regards  Caruthers  &  Kin- 
kle. Sir,  said  he,  these  gentlemen  are  celebrated  in 
their  section  of  country  as  being  warm  and  enthusiastic 
political  partisans,  great  favorites  of  the  administration, 
and  particularly  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  from 
which  they  have  heretofore  (not  under  the  present  head 
of  that  Department)  obtained  all  the  important  mail  con- 
tracts in  that  section  of  country;  and  having  risen  to 
affluence  by  a  liberal  participation  in  the  extra  allowance 
system,  they  take  «*  Turner  also,"  Simon  Pure,  into 
the  firm,  who,  by  carrying  religion  on  his  lips  and  poli- 
tics in  his  heart,  had  rendered  himself  acceptable  to  the 
party. ^  The  firm,  the  trio,  have  been  loud  and  noisy 
politicians,  "express  great  fears  of  the  awful  conse- 
quence of  dividing  the  party;  yes,  the  democratic  party, 
in  their  estimation,  ought  not  to  be  divided."  They 
have  been  active,  also,  in  exciting  and  prosecuting  an 
unnatural  and  illiberal  persecution  against  any  public 
servant  whom  they  thought  had  been  too  )ionest  to  sac- 
rifice his  principles  and  his  honor  for  party  considera- 
tions, who  was  too  proud  to  become  a  fawning  syco- 
phant, and  too  independent  to  be  as  servile  as  some  of 
their  own  party  and  they  themselves  were.  And  now, 
when  from  the  laborious  exertions  of  his  honorable  friend 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Ewiko,]  and  his  colleagfues  on  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom 
the  public  owe  much  for  the  exposure  of  that  mal-ad- 
mlnistration  and  system  of  favoritism  and  espionage  that 
bad  bankrupted  the  Department,  and  which  exposure 
had  put  a  stop  to  the  extra  allowance  system,  these  gen- 
tlemen abandoned  many  of  their  contracts  for  carrying 
the  inail,  and  became  successful  applicants  for  the  loan 
of  the  public  money,  in  order  to  carry  on  large  land 


speculations,  which  promise  greater  advanta^fes  than 
mai!  contracts  without  extra  allowances.  For  he  was 
informed,  upon  g^od  authority,  that  Caruthers  went 
forth  with  ihe  money  to  the  great  land  market,  for  the 
purpose  of  investing  it  in  land  speculations.  it  was 
necessary  that  he  should  be  in  a  hurry,  because  he  had 
good  reason  to  believe  that  the  heirs  of  General  Brahao 
mi^ht  complain,  (as  they  have  done,)  and  cause  an  ex- 
amination to  be  made  into  the  transaction,  which  might 
produce  utter  disappointment. 

And  although  he  would  not  say  that  the  head  of  the 
Treasury  Department  had  been  wilfully  derelict  in  duty, 
yet  he  would  say  that  he  thought  the  whole  corre- 
spondence authorized  a  strong  suspicion  that  he  had  not 
used  due  diligence  in  (his  matter,  in  order  to  pcevent 
impositions.  Sir,  said  Mr.  M.,  will  any  one  believe,  if 
he  had  been  so  lost  to  a  proper  sense  of  what  was  due 
to  himself  as  a  public  functionary,  and  those  whom  he 
represented,  as  to  have  interested  himself  for  any  politi- 
cal friend,  that  he  could  have  obtained  from  the  Treas* 
ury  Department  the  use  of  thirty-six  thousand  dollars 
for  five  years,  under  similar  circumstances?  No,  sir. 
No  one  knew  better  than  did  the  President,  [Mr.  Rixe,] 
that  his  application,  either  for  himself  or  his  friend, 
would  have  been  properly  scrutinized;  and  the  impro- 
priety would  have  appeared  glaring.  Can  any  one 
doubt  whether  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  would 
then  have  replied  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  so 
readily,  and  in  such  laconic  style,  <*make  the  arrange- 
ment (forthwith)  to-day?"  Mr.  M.  said  he  was  not  so 
much  opposed  to  these  men  having  the  use  of  this 
money — for  he  would  as  soon  they  should  have  it  as  for 
the  pet  banks  to  receive  it  and  loan  it  out  to  other  par- 
tisans— but  his  objection  was  to  the  manner  in  which  it 
had  been  unnecessarily  coerced  from  the  worthy  widow 
and  heirs  of  the  late  General  Brahan,  whom  he  thought 
had  more  claim  upon  the  public  sympathy  than  those 
into  whose  hands  it  had  been  placed,  whose  only  merit 
was  their  zeal,  activity,  and  devotion,  in  party  politics. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  one  thing  most  extraordinary  was, 
that  whilst  the  Treasury  Department  acknowledges  the 
debt  already  well  secured,  and  that  "  it  had  no  right  to 
substitute  one  debtor  in  the  place  of  another  for  the 
same  debt,"  that  it  should  have  seen  the  propriety  and 
utility,  as  connected  with  the  public  interest,  and  a  due 
regard  to  that  justice  which  the  worthy  widow  and  heirs 
of  the  late  General  Brahan  had  a  right  to  demand,  of 
granting  indulgence  for  the  payment  of  this  money, 
when  a  portion  had  already  been  paid  into  the  hands  of 
the  executors,  and  the  property  sold  and  bonds  obtained 
entirely  sufficient  to  meet  the  payment  of  the  remainder, 
and  upon  applicatioa  not  made  by  the  widow  and  heirs 
or  legal  representatives,  but  those  unconnected  with 
the  estate;  but  for  the  estate  to  be  held  still  responsible 
for  the  final  payment  of  the  debt  virtually  already  dis- 
charged, whilst  others  have  the  use  of  the  money  for 
speculative  purposes,  was  truly  '*  the  unkindest  cut  of 
all."  Sir,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  men  are  so  ignorant  and  blind 
as  not  to  see  the  leading  cause  which  influences  these 
men  in  their  political  course;  why  they  inscribe  on  the 
door  of  their  mail  coaches  the  name  of  the  heir  apparent 
•*  in  large  capital  letters?"  why  they  cry  out  so  loud, 
"don'tdivide  the  democratic  party?"  yes,  "the  lovely  de- 
mocratic party"  •«  must  not  be  divided;"  why  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Alabama  appoints  the  senior  contractor  his  aid- 
de-camp,  and  why  his  aid  franks  him  and  his  slavbii  crea- 
tures in  turn  through  all  their  line  of  many  contracts. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  is  it  not  a  little  surprising  that  this 
military' Governor  should  have  permitted  his  patriotic 
and  military  aid  to  go  in  pursuit  of  large  land  specula- 
tions, instead  of  accompanying  him  to  the  Creek  nation 
in  pursuit  of  that  rich  harvest  of  military  glory  and  mili- 
tary laurels  which  have  been  so  profusely  heaped  upon 
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him  of  late?  But,  sir,  to  be  serious.  The  plain  English 
of  all  this  is,  they  do  not  want  «the  spoils  divided }" 
they  want  '*  all  the  loaves  and  UsheSy"  all  the  money 
themselves;  and  to  obtain  it  they  are  willing  to  become 
'*  man-worshippers"  and  mere  subalterns  in  the  ranks  of 
unprincipled  partisans. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  would  detain  the  Senate  no  longer; 
but  ooncluded  by  asking  that  it  would  indulge  him  in 
his  proposition  to  have  the  report  and  accompanying 
documents  printed. 

Here  Mr.  WRIGHT  moved  that  the  motion  to  print 
be  laid  on  the  table  until  to-morrow  morning;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Af^er  transacting  some  other  business. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

WlBKBSOAT,  JUHX  29. 

COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  CLAY  rose  and  said  he  had  a  petition  to  present 
from  the  citizens  of  a  portion  of  Kentucky,  recommend- 
ing the  Colonization  Society  to  the  /avorable  notice  of 
Congress,  and  asking  aid  in  its  behalf.  Mr.  C .  said  it 
was  too  late,  be  was  aware,  for  any  action  on  the  peti- 
tion at  this  session;  but  he  would  take  occasion  to  re- 
mark that,  afler  all  his  experience  and  his  observation 
of  the  course  of  the  society,  his  convictions  as  to  the 
utility  of  this  great  project  remained  without  change; 
and  he  trusted  that  the  society  would  hereafter  receive  a 
larger  portion  of  the  public  favor  than  it  had  heretofore 
enjoyed.  At  present,  he  would  merely  move  to  lay  the 
petition  on  the  table;  which  was  agreed  to. 

JOHN  BRAHAN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  in  the  case  of  General  John  Brahan, 
which  was  yesterday  laid  on  the  table;  and  a  discussion 
ensued,  which  lasted  several  hours,  in  which.  Mr.  KING 
of  AUbama,  Mr.  PORTER,  and  Mr.  EWING  of  Ohio, 
participated. 

Mr.  MOORE  said  he  had  not  been  disappointed  in  the 
effort  made  by  his  colleague  to  palliate  the  censure 
which  he  thought  was  likely  to  fall  upon  the  Treasury 
Department  for  the  course  it  had  pursued  relative  to 
this  matter;  but  he  could  not  believe  be  had  been  at  all 
successful  in  that  effort.     Mr.  M.  said  his  colleague  had 
been  adroit  in  his  attempt  to  change  the  true  issue.     He 
had  done  him  the  honor  to  refer  to  his  course  some 
three  or  four  years  since,  in  opposition  to  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  General  Brahan  himself.     He  would  not 
deny  that  at  that  time  he  opposed  the  bill,  believing 
conscientiously  that,  from  the  peculiar  manner  in  which 
the  debt  had  accrued,  he,  consistently  with  a  duty  he 
then  owed  those  whom  he  represented,  was  bound  to 
oppose  it;  and  although  he  then  differed  from  his  col- 
league, the  Senate  then  accorded  in  his  views.     Hut 
times  had  changed.     The  Treasury  at  that  time  was  not 
overflowing.    The  wits  of  the  best  statesmen  then  had 
not  been  put  to  the  rack  in  order  to  devise  ways  and 
means  for  its   appropriation.     The   bill  then  was  for 
the  relief  of  General  Brahan,^  for  the  reasons  alluded  to, 
which  it  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  enlarge  upon.     It 
was  true  he  opposed  it  from  a  sense  of  duty,  but  he 
could  not  admit  that  his  colleague  had  done  him  justice 
in  quoting  some  terms  in  which  that  opposition  was 
made;  in  that  he  had  been  mistaken.     But  this  was  a 
inaiter  foreign  to  the  question  before  the  Senate.    He 
had,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
been  desirous  that  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow 
and  heirs  of  the  late  General  Brahan  should  have  received 
their  favorable  consideration,  and  was  yet  in  hopes  ihe 
Senate  would  pass  the  bill,  and  for  this  he  did  not  con- 
sider himself  as  obnoxious  to  the  charge  of  inconsis- 


tency. Times  were  different;  the  parties  had  changed, 
and  the  bill  itself  was  a  different  measure.  Again  he 
said  his  colleague  had  unnecessarily  and  gratuitously 
volunteered  himself  in  the  defence  of  the  honorable 
member  in  the  other  House  who  represented  the  district 
in  which  the  parties  resided,  before  any  charge  against 
him  had  been  made;  he  had  never  mentioned  his  name 
in  any  remarks  of  his  in  connexion  with  this  matter; 
his  volunteering  his  defence,  therefore,  was  altogether 
uncalled  for.  He  knew  his  colleague  was  anwilling  to 
see  any  thing  like  politics  connected  with  the  giving 
Carixthers  &  Kinkle  and  D.  B.  Turner  the  use  of  the 
thirty-six  thousand  dollars  of  the  public  money.  It  was 
natural  for  his  colleague  to  be  skeptical  and  unwilling 
to  receive  light  on  this  subject,  yet  he  hoped  he  would 
be  willing  to  let  the  report  and  accompanying  documents 
be  printed,  which  would  enable  others  to  judge  for 
themselves.  Mr.  M.  said  it  was  contended  that  all  who 
had  had  any  agency  in  this  matter  had  acted  with  a  view 
of  promoting  the  interest  of  Mrs.  Brahan  and  the  heirs 
of  the  late  General  Brahan;  but  with  such  views  the 
course  pursued,  he  thought,  was  inconsistent,  and  not 
at  all  calculated  to  produce  such  a  result. 

If  the  indulgence  and  the  use  of  the  money  had  been 
sought  for  them,  the  application  would  have  been  made 
by  them  or  the  leg^l  representatives;  and  if^  as  has  been 
contended  by  his  colleague,  the  object  in  giving  the 
order  upon  the  United  States  district  attorney  In  favor 
of  Caruthers  had  been  only  to  suspend  the  final  settle- 
ment of  the  matter  until  time  was  given  to  know  the 
final  action  of  Congress  upon  the  bill  now  pending,  why 
then  he  would  say  they  had  been  very  unfortunate  in 
the  means  they  had  availed  themselves  of  in  order  to 
effect  that  object. 

With  such  an  object  in  view,  it  seemed  to  him  the 
order  would  have  been  different.  Not  that  the  "  ar- 
rangement" should  be  made  to-day,  or  immediately  (he 
believed  was  the  word;)  but  let  a  conditional  arrange- 
ment be  made  by  which  these  men  may  have  the  money 
for  the  use  of  the  estate  until  the  fate  of  the  bill  pending 
before  Congress  shall  be  known;  but,  in  lieu  of  this, 
orders  were  given  that  these  partisan  gentry  should  have 
the  benefit  of  the  money  for  five  years,  unconditionally, 
imd  without  consulting  the  widow  and  heirs  immediately 
interested. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  thought,  as  he  had  said  before,  that 
if  the  application  for  the  use  of  this  money  had  proceed- 
ed from  those  entertaining  different  political  views,  and 
by  some  who  had  been  less  distinguished  as  enthusiastic 
and  zealous  partisans,  the  application  would  have  been 
more  rigidly  scrutinized,  and  the  result  different;  but 
he  was  willing  the  public  should  have  an  opportunity  of 
forming  a  correct  opinion  upon  this  subject,  and,  to 
enable  it  to  do  so,  he  hoped  the  report  and  documents 
Would  be  printed;  and  they  were  ordered  to  be  printed 
accordingly. 

FORTIFICATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WRIGHT,  the  bill  from  the  flouse 
making  appropriations  for  the  fortifications  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  1836,  was  taken  up;  and  Mr.  W. 
went  into  an  explanation  of  the  details  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  with  instructions  to  reduce  the 
amount  of  appropriations,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  expend  so  large  a  sum  as  that  appropriated 
during  the  remainder  of  the  year,  economically  or  prof- 
itably. The  old  rate  of  expenditure  for  fortifications, 
he  said,  had  never  exceeded  ;$800,000  in  a  year;  and  now 
it  was  proposed  to  appropriate,  in  time  of  profound 
peace,  when  there  was  not  the  slightest  prospect  of  a 
war,  in  this  bill,  and  the  one  that  had  been  sent  from 
the  Senate  to  the  House,  at  least  four  and  a  half  millions 
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of  dollarf.  He  wished  to  know,  and  he  earnettly  de- 
«ired  gentlemen  to  answer  him,  why  it  was  sought  to 
make  this  vast  and  umitual  appropriation  at  this  time. 
Was  it  intended  that  it  should  remain  locked  up  in  the 
Treasury,  or  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  disbursing 
•gents?  It  was  perfectly  clear,  he  said,  that  this  money 
would  not  be  required,  and  ought  not  be  appropriated; 
jind  be  therefore  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  wttb,  in- 
structions to  reduce  the  appropriations  one  half. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  did  not  consider  the  appropriations 
too  high,  considering  that  last  year  the  fortification  bill 
was  lost,  and  that  they  were  now  appropriating  for  two 
years  instead  of  one.  In  order  to  obviate  the  difRculties 
suggested  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  as  to  the 
moneys  remaining  idle  in  the  hands  of  the  disbursing 
agents,  he  would  submit  an  amendment,  providing  that 
it  shall  not  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  until  it  is  want- 
ed for  the  expenditures  authorised  by  the  biU.^ 

Mr.  CALHOUN  withdrew  his  motion  to  recommit,  in 
order  to  give  way  to  the  above  amendment  by  Ifr. 
Ckattoh. 

Mr.  CLAT  thought  there  was  no  inconsistency  be- 
tween the  two  propositions,  to  amend  the  bill  as  propo- 
sed by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  with  the  .view 
of  reducing  the  amount  proposed  for  fortifications,  and 
to  amend  it  as  proposed  oy  the  Senator  from  Delaware, 
to  restrain  the  issue  of  money  from  the  public  Treasury, 
•zcept  aft  it  should  ^be  called  for  in  a  course  of  regular 
disbursement.  Both  might  be  well  adopted,  ai^  he 
Koped  would  be. 

He  had,  however,  risen  more  particularly  for  the  pur- 
pose of  caUing  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  enor- 
mous and  alarming  amount  of  appropriations  which  had 
been  actually  made,  or  were  in  progress,  during  the  ses- 
sion.   He  had  procured  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Sen- 
ate a  statement  of  such  as  had  been  made  by  bills  which 
had  passed  one  or  both  Rouses  up  to  the  2rth  of  last 
month,  when  it  amounted  to  about  twenty-five  millions. 
Since  then,  other  bills  had  passed,  which  swelled  it  up 
to  thirty-two  or  three  mtUions;  and  other  bills  were  now 
m  progress,  and  would  probably  pass,  carrying  it  up 
to  forty  millions,  or  beyond  that  sum^    Forty  millions  of 
doUars  in  one  year,  when  we  have  no  debt,  and  no  for- 
eign war!    Will  not  the  country  be  justly  alarmed,  pro- 
foundly astonished,  when  it  hears  of  these  enormous  ap- 
propriations ^    Is  it  possible  to  proceed  with  the  Gov- 
ernment on  such  a  scale  of  expenditure? 
i«  Why,  sir,  it  is  a  greater  amount  than  is  appropriated 
to  similar  objects  by  the  British  Parliament,,  smce  its  re- 
form, in  one  year.     The  whole  revenue  of  Great  Britain 
is  about  forty-two  millions  sterling,  of  which  sum  twen- 
ty-eight millions  is  applied  to  the  public  debt,  six  to  the 
payment  of  pensions,  annuities,  &c.,  and  only  about 
eight  millions  to  the  current  annual  expenses  of  the 
whole  of  their  vast  establishment,  military  and  naval,  and 
the  civil  Government  at  home  and  abroad.     Now,  forty 
millions  of  dollars  exceed  eight  millions  sterling.    Who 
would  have  supposed  that  an  administration  which  came 
in  upon  pledges  and  promises  of  retrenchment,  reform, 
and  economy,  should  in  the  eighth  year  of  its  rule  have 
swelled  the  expenditure  of  the  Government  to  an  amount 
exceeding  that  of  Great  Britain.'  And  this  surprise  must 
be  increased  when  we  reflect  that  the  British  Parliament 
stands  tfy  the  people  of  Great  Britain  in  the  double  rela- 
tion of  the  Federal  and  State  Governments  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States. 

When  Mr.  Adams  left  the  administration,  the  current 
annual  expenses  of  the  Government,  exclusive  of  the  pub- 
lic debt,  amounted  to  about  twelve  millions.  Only  a 
fow  years  ago  a  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  under  the 
present  administration  (Mr.  McLane)  estimated  the  or- 
dinary expenses  of  the  Government  at  firteen  millions 
annually.     Even  during  the  present  session,  the  able 


Senator  from  New  York,  when  the  land  bill  was  under 
discussion,  placed  them,  for  a  series  of  succeeding  year^ 
at  eighteen  millions.  And  now  we  propose,  in  this  year, 
to  more  than  treble  the  amount  of  expenditure  during 
the  extravagant  administration,  as  it  was  charged,  of  Mr. 
Adams  f 

Mr.  C.  hoped  the  Senate  would  pause.  He  called  upon 
the  friends  of  the  administration,  in  no  tauntinf^  or  re- 
proachful spirit,  to  redeem  the  pledges  and  promises 
with  which  they  came  into  power.  If  the  love  of  coua- 
try,  if  a  fiiithful  discharge  of  duty  to  the  people,  if  a  juat 
economy  would  not  animate  them,  and  stay  these  extrav- 
agant appropriations,  he  hoped  the  devotion  to  party 
would.  Could  they  expect  to  continue  in  power  (and 
he  candidly  confessed  that  he  was  not  particularly  anx- 
ious that  they  should)  with  such  unexampled  appropria- 
tions? How  can  they  meet  their  constituents  with  these 
bills  staring  them  in  the  face^ 

And  for  what  purpose  shall  they  be  made?  Does  any 
nnan  believe,  will  any  Senator  rise  in  his  place  and  say, 
that  these  immense  appropriations  can  be  prudently, 
safely,  and  wisely  disbursed?  He  had,  indeed,  heard  It 
was  not  expected  they  would  be.  He  had  heard,  what  wis 
too  wicked,  profligate,  and  monstrous,for  him  to  believe, 
that  it  was  intended  to  withdraw  the  appropriations  from 
the  public  Treasury,  place  them  to  the  credit  of  dis- 
bursing officers,  in  the  custody  of  local  banks,  and  thus 
elude  the  operation  of  the  deposite  bill  which  has  re- 
cently passed.  That  bill  had  been  demanded  by  the 
people  of  this  country.  It  had  passed,  from  a  profoood 
sense  of  duty,  in  consequence  of  that  demand,  by  un- 
precedented majorities  in  both  Houses.  And  he  would 
not  allow  himself  for  a  moment  to  believe  that  a  sinister 
design  existed  any  where  to  elude  the  operation  of  that 
great  and  salutary  measure.  What,  sir!  is  the  money  of 
the  people  of  this  country  to  be  held  in  the  deposite 
banks,  one  of  which,  according  to  a  statement  going  the 
rounds  of  the  papers,  has  made  14^  per  cent«  dividend 
for  six  months? 

The  annual  average  appropriations  for  fortifications 
heretofore  have  bsen  about  seven  hundred  and  fifty  or 
eight  hundred  thousand  dollars;  and  by  the  bill  now  be- 
fore us,  and  that  for  a  similar  object  which  we  have  sent 
to  the  House,  if  both  pass,  we  shall  have  appropriated 
for  fortifications  for  One  year  four  millions  and  a  half.     Is 
it  possible  in  one  year  judiciously  to  expend  this  enor- 
mous sum?    When  we  look  at  the  price  of  labor,  the  de- 
mands upon  it,  for  an  increase  of  the  army,  for  volun- 
teers, and  for  the  general  avocations  of  society,  dors 
any  body  believe  that  this  vast  sum  can  be  judiciously 
laid  out ^    It  has  been  said  that,  having  omitted  to  make 
any  appropriation  last  year,  we  ought  this  year  to  appro- 
priate double  the  ordinary  sum.     But,  if  you  caiuiot 
safely  expend  it,  why  should  that  be  done?     He  was  wil- 
ling to  make  large  and  liberal  appropriations  for  the  navy 
and  for  fortifications;  we  ought,  however^  to  ^look  to  all 
our  great  interests,  and  regulate  the  appropriations  in  ref- 
erence to  a  survey  of  the  whole  country  ;'and  he  earnestly 
entreated  the  Senate  to  fulfil  the  hopes  and  expectations 
which  had  been  recently  inspired  in  the  people  of  this 
country,  by  checking  and  puttiug  itself  decidedly  against 
this  rash,  wild,  and  ruinuus  extravagance.     He  would 
vote  for  .the  commitment,  to  reduce  the  appropriations 
one  half;  after  which  there  would  remam  an  amount 
equal  to  double  the  ordinary  annual  appropriations,  n-ith- 
out  inchiding  the  sum  in  the  bill  now  before  the  House. 
Mr.  WRIGHT  opposed  the  recommitment  in  a  speech 
of  some  length.  He  denied  that  the  appropriations  were 
unreasonable,  considering  that  they  were  now  passing  a 
bill  for  two  years,  instead  of  one,  in  consequence  of  the 
loss  of  the  fortification  bill  of  the  bst  year.     He  asked 
gentlemen  to  point  out  any  particular  item  in  the  \u\\, 
and  show  that  it  wasuiioecessary  and  unreasonable.  The 
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appropriations^  be  said,  were  all  founded  on  estimates 
from  the  War  Department,  and  made  with  a  view  to 
economy,  as  far  as  was  consistent  with  the  public  service. 
Even  if  gentlemen  were  correct  in  their  predictions, 
there  could  be  no  inconvenience  in  appropriating  more, 
money  than  would  be  expended  within  the  year?  for 
by  the  deposite  bill  just  passed,  it  would  all,  after  the  lat 
of  January,  be  distributed  among  the  States,  no  more  be- 
ing drawn  from  the  Treasury  than  would  be  wanted  for 
expenditure.  In  reply  to  Mr.  Caihouiv's  argument,  ss 
to  time,^  Mr.  W.  said  that  last  year  not  a  dollar  was 
appropriated;  and  now  that  they  were  in  the  middle  of 
the  year,  without  having  appropriated  a  dollar,  they 
were  told  that  they  must  not  appropriate  this  money  be- 
cause it  could  not  be  expended.  When,  he  asked, 
would  another  bill  for  fortifications  be  passed?  Why, 
not  before  the  3d  of  March  next;  and  the  works  would 
be  stopped.  Mr.  W.  said  that  gentlemen,  in  speaking 
of  the  heavy  appropriations  under  this  bill,  did  not  seem 
to  consider  that  there  was  a  considerable  amount  appro- 
pria'  d  in  it  that  had  no  connexion  with  fortifications. 
Mr.  W.  then  took  a  view  of  these  items;  such  as  arse- 
nals, accoutrements  for  the  volunteers  and  for  the  army, 
fire  engines,  to  be  distributed  among  the  public  build- 
ings, &c.  As  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Delaware,  he  had  no  objections  to  it. 

Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  expressed  his  strong  objec- 
tions to  appropriating  at  this  time  so  much  larger  a  sum 
than  had  ever  been  before  applied  to  such  objects;  and 
contended  that  the  experience  of  former  years  showed 
that  when  appropriations  did  not  run  over  $800,000, 
large  balances  of  it  remained  unexpended  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  He  was  satisfied  that  it  would  be  impossible 
to  spend  more  than  one  third  of  this  money,  from  the 
want  of  engineers,  and  the  difficulty  of  procuring  labor 
and  materials  in  sufficient  quantities.  If  there  was  any 
one  to  blame  for  the  lateness  of  the  appropriation,  it  was 
the  House  of  Representatives,  who  had  kept  the  bill  back 
to  this  time. 
After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  CALHOUN, 
Mr.  Clattoh's  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  WALL  moved  to  amend  the  biU  by  providing 
that  of  the  appropriation  in  the  18tb  line,  for  Fort  Dela- 
ware, the  Secretary  of  War  shall  be  authorized  to  ex- 
pend a  sum  not  exceeding  $36,000,  to  perfect  the  title 
of  the  United  States  to  the  Pea  Patch,  in  case  it  shall  be 
his  opinion,  and  that  of  the  Attorney  General,  that  such 
perfection  of  title  is  necessary. 

An  elaborate  and  lengthy  legal  argument  grew  out  of 
this  motion,  in  which  the  original  and  conflicting  titles 
of  the  States  of  Delaware  and  New  Jersey,  and  the  title 
of  the  United  States  under  Delaware,  and  that  of  Dr. 
Gale  under  New  Jersey,  was  discussed  with  great  force 
and  ability.  Messrs.  WALL  and  SOUTHARD  contend- 
ing fur  the  validity  of  the  title  of  New  Jersey,  to  show 
that  the  title  of  the  United  States  was  imperfect,  and 
Messrs.  BAYARD  and  CLAYTON  contending  for  the  va- 
lidity of  the  title  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  and  the  per- 
fection of  the  grant  to  the  United  States;  the  argument 
being  principally  between  Messrs.  WALL  and  BAYARD. 
On  taking  the  question,  Mr.  Wall's  amendment  was 
rejected  by  the  following  vote: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Brown,  Clay,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Linn, 
Niles,  Preston,  Robinson,  Southard,  Tomlinson,  Wall— 10. 
Nats— Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Cutbbert,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough,  Hen- 
dricks, Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  Leigh,  Moore, 
Nicholas,  Page,  Porter,  Rives,  Robbins,  Swift,  Tall- 
madge.  Walker,  Webster,  White,  Wright— 25. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  then  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  with  instructions  to  reduce 
the  appropriations  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  one  mil- 
lion six  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
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Af\er  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  CALHOUN,  CRIT- 
TENDEN, and  EWING  of  Ohio,  in  favor  of  the  motion, 
and  from  Mr.  CLAYTON,  in  opposttron  to  it,  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  and  lost:  Yeas  18,  nays  20,  as  follows: 

YxAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Crit- 
tenden, Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough,  Kent,  King  of 
Alabama,  Leigh,  Moore,  Porter,  Preston,  Robbins, 
Southard,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  White— 18. 

Nays — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buohanan,  Clayton, 
Cuthbert,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  Linn, 
Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Psge,  Rives,  Robinson,  Tall- 
madge,  Tipton,  Walker,  Webster,  Wright— ^20. 

Mr.  CLAY  then  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  for 
the  purpose  of  going  into  executive  business. 

Mr.  BENTON  asked  fur  (he  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and  the  question  was  decided:  Yeas  16, 
nays  21,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Ewing  of  Ohio,  Kent,  Leigh,  Moore,  Porter, 
Preston,  Robbins,  Southai*d,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Web- 
ster— 16. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Cuthbert,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  King 
of  Alabama,  Linn,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Page, 
Rives,  Robinson,  Tallnuidge,  Tipton,  Walker,  White, 
Wright— 21. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  would  make  another  effort  to  bring 
down  the  expenditures  of  this  bill,  and  this  would  be 
the  last  eifort  he  would  make  for  arresting  tlie  enor- 
mous, extravagant,  and  alarming  appropriations  of  this 
Congress.  After  some  remarlu,  Mr.  C.  moved  to  re- 
commit the  bill  with  instructions  to  reduce  the  appro- 
priations one  third. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  asked  for  a  division  of  the  question. 
He  desired  to  see  it  taken  on  the  question  of  recommit- 
ment first.  He  felt  the  force  of  ttie  arguments  of  the 
Senators  from  South  Carolina  and  Kentucky,  and  he 
was  willing  that  the  bill  should  be  recommitted,  in  order 
that  an  examination  might  be  made  to  see  if  any  of  the 
items  could  be  reduced  consistently  with  a  due  regard 
to  the  public  service.  But  be  never  could  give  his  vote 
to  instruct  the  committee  to  bring  down  the  appropria- 
tions to  an  arbitrary  standard  without  considering  what 
could  or  could  not  be  properly  reduced.  Gentlemen 
talked  of  unprecedented,  enormous,  and  alarming  appro* 
priations,  and  this  might  all  be  so,  but  he  doubted  it. 
He  wanted  gentlemen  to  put  their  fingers  on  a  single 
item  of  this  bill  and  show  him  that  it  could  be  dispensed 
with.  He,  for  his  part,  could  not  see  any  that  ought  to 
be  dispensed  with.  He  knew  that  there  were  many 
items  in  this  bill  which  were  in  the  bill  of  the  last  year 
that  was  lost,  and  no  man  objected  to  them.  Now  gen- 
tlemen talked  of  the  enormous  appropriations  in  the 
aggregate,  without  showing  any  particular  items  that 
could  be  objeeted  to. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  said  that  it  was  well  known,  in  the 
first  place,  that  this  bill  had  not  suddenly  sprung  up,  and 
that  it  did  not  come  before  them  without  sufficient  esti- 
mates. It  came  to  them  with  the  approbation  of  the 
other  House,  with  whom^  appropriations  usually  origi- 
nate. It  was,  therefore,  not  a  little  extraordinary  that 
the  Senators  from  South  Carolina  and  Kentucky  should 
indulge  in  a  strain  of  invective  and  declamation,  not  to 
show  that  the  appropriations  were  not  suited  to  the  ex- 
igencies of  the  country,  but  against  the  strength  and 
capacity  of  the  country  to  carry  on  the  usual  and  ordi- 
nary operations  in  providing  for  its  defence.  Never  be- 
fore was  it  doubted  that  a  nation  had  the  strength  and 
capacity  to  use  the  ample  means  at  its  own  disposal.  A 
most  wonderful  and  profound  calculation,  that  the  pow- 
er of  a  nation  to  provide  for  Che  security  and  happiness 
of  its  members  was  diminished  in  proportion  to  the 
I  abundance  of  its  resources!     He  had  no  objections  to  a 
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full  examination  of  the  appropriations  contained  in  this 
bill;  but  let  it,  he  said,  be  made  on  jast  and  correct 
principles,  and  not  in  accordance  with  the  denunciations 
of  the  Senators  from  Kentucky  and  South  Carolina.  It 
was  not  the -mere  sbund  of  pompous  language  and  loud 
declamation  thst  should  weigh  against  the  appropriations 
in  this  bill.  Xet  gentlemen,  as  the  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware had  well  remarked,  point  out  the  items  that  were 
extravagant  or  unnecessary;  let  gentlemen  correct  the 
estimates,  and  show  that  they  were  loo  high,  instead  of  in- 
dulging in  general  denunciations.  Convince  him  that  any 
particular  item  was  extravagant  Or  unnecessary,  and  he 
would  most  cheerfully  vote  either  to  reduce  or  strike  it 
out. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs.  WEB- 
STER, CALHOUN,  PRESTON,  and  DAVIS,  after 
which  the  question  was  taken  on  the  recommitment 
without  instructions,  and  carried:  Yeas  34,  nays  18,  as 
follows: 

YxAs — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough, 
Hendricks,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia, 
Leigh,  Mangum,  Moore,  Porter,  Preston,  Robbins, 
Southard,  Swift,  Torolinson,  Webster,  White— 34. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cuthbert, 
Ewing  of  Illinois,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Linn,  Morris, 
Nicholas,  Page,  Rives,  Robinson,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
Walker,  Wright—18. 

After  the  consideration  of  executive  business. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

Tbitasbat,  Juiri  30. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  announced  that  he  should 
not  resume  the  Chair,  during  the  present  sessioni  after 
this  day. 

EXPUNGING  RESOLUTION. 

Mr.  BENTON,  after  a  few  remarks,  in  reference  to 
the  cause  which  prevented  him  from  calling  up  the  «x- 
punging  resolution  yesterday,  said  he  left  it  to  the  Sen- 
ate to  act  in  reference  to  it  as  they  might  think 
proper. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  PRESTON,  Mr. 
CLAY,  and  Mr.  BENTON,  the  subject  was  finally 
dropped. 

The  remarks  of  Mr.  Clat  were  as  follows: 

Mr.  CLAY  said  that  he  would  take  the  opportunity 
of  saying  that  it  had  been  bis  fixed  purpose,  considering 
the  relation  in  which  he  stood  to  the  resolution  of  March, 
1834,  and  to  the  Senate,  as  having  offered  it,  to  address 
the  Senate  on  the  subject  of  it.  He  was  particularly 
desirous  to  have  vindicated  the  resolution  in  the  asser- 
tion which  it  contained  of  the  exercise  of  executive 
power  in  derogation  from  the  constitution  and  laws  of 
the  United  States.  After  the  fullest  reflection,  his  I'udg- 
ment  remained  unchanged,  that  it  was  an  exercise  of 
illegal  and  unconstitutional  power,  and  dangerous  to  the 
liberties  of  the  people  of  this  country.  And  if  he 
could  have  seen  a  suitable  occasion,  after  bearing  all 
that  could  be  urged  against  the  resolution,  he  should 
have  endeavored  to  maintain,  by  argument,  that  propo- 
aition.  But  it  has  been  so  treated,  from  time  to  time, 
taken  up  and  laid  upon  the  table,  (the  last  time  to  af- 
ford an  opportunity  to  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  of 
an  eastern  State  to  deliver  his  sentiments  upon  it,  when 
he  (Mr.  C.)  was  detained  from  the  Senate  by  the  illness 
of  a  member  of  his  family,)  that  he  has  not  seen  a  fit 
moment  when  he  could,  according  to  his  sense  of  pro- 
priety, address  the  Senate.  It  is  now,  as  every  Senator 
must  feel,  entirely  too  late  in  the  session,  when  impor- 
tant public  business  was  pressing  upon  both  Houses,  to 
protract  the  discussion  upon  this  resolution.  Mr.  C. 
was  anxious  to  have  brought  forward  from  the  present 


democrsctic  fountain  in  this  country  a  precedent,*  on  all 
substantial  points  directly  applicable,  against  the  process 
of  mutilating  and  expunging  the  journals  of  the  Senate. 
But,  solicitous  as  he  was  to  discuss  the  particular  topic, 
and  to  spread  before  the  Senate  the  precedent  to  which 
he  referred,  he  could  not  think  of  trespaasiiig^  on  the 
time  of  the  Senate  during  the  precious  momenta  that  re- 
main. With  respect  to  the  final  disposition  to  be  made 
of  the  resolution,  he  was  content  to  acquiesce  in  any  de- 
cision the  Senate  might  think  proper  to  nuke.  If  it  be 
its  pleasure  to  take  tip  the  resolution  and  paaa  defini- 
tively upon  it,  without  further  debate,  he  would  be  sat- 
isfied. 

The  bill  from  the  House  to  change  the  time  for  the 
annual  meeting  of  Congress  was  taken  up,  and  indefi- 
nitely postponed:  Yeas  24. 

The  resolution  from  the  House  to  change  the  joint 
rules  so  as  to  continue  all  unfinished  business  in  both 
Hduses  over  to  the  next  session  waa  indefinitely  post- 
poned* 

TEXAS. 

Mr.  CLAY  moved  to  take  up  the  resolution  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  on  tlie  subject 
of  Texas. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  suggested  that  the  subject 
should  be  made  the  special  order  for  the  4th  of  July, 
when  legislative  business  shall  be  ended,  this  being  the 
last  day  when  bills  can  be  sent  to  the  House. 

Mr.  PRESTON  moved  to  postpone  the  aubject  till 
to-morrow. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  consideration 
of  the  subject  was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

ARMORIES,  ARSENALS,  ^cc. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  bill  to  establish  a 
foundry  or  armory  in  the  West,  arsenals  in  the  SUtes  in 
which  none  have  yet  been  established,  and  depots  for 
arms  in  certain  States  .and  Territories,  was  taken  up. 

The  bill  was  supported  by  Messrs.  WALKER,  BEN- 
TON, WEBSTER,  and  LINN,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
CRITTENDEN  and  CALHOUN. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  said  that,  as  he  was  in  favor 
of  some  of  the  objects  of  the  bill,  it  was  with  great  re- 
luctance that  he  voted  against  the  bill,  on  account  of 
some  items  that  he  could  not  approve.     He  could  not  at 

*  We  have  procured  from  the  printed  journals  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  Pennsylvania  the  following 
extract,  containing  the  precedent  to  which  Mr.  Cx.at  is 
understood  to  have  alluded. — Esiroas. 

"  Saturday,  February  10,  1816. 

<*The  Speaker  informed  the  House  that  a  constitu- 
tional question  being  involved  in  a  decision  by  him  yes- 
terday, on  a  motion  to  expunge  certain  proceedings 
from  the  journal,  he  was  desirous  of  having  the  opinion 
of  the  House  on  that  decision,  viz:  that  a  majority  can 
expunge  from  the  journal  any  proceedings  in  which  the 
yeas  and  nays  have  not  been  called* 

"  Whereupon,  Mr.  Holgate  and  Mr.  Smith  appealed 
from  said  decision. 

*'  And  on  the  question,  *  Is  the  Speaker  right  in  the 
decision?' 

•<  There  were  3  ayes  and  78  noes  (including  the  two 
present  Senators  from  Pennsylvania}  against  the  Speak- 
er's decision. 

«  On  the  same  day, 

<«  A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Buchanan  and  Mr.  Kel- 
ly, and  read,  as  follows,  viz: 

«  Betohed,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  House  no  part 
of  the  journals  of  the  House  can  be  expunged,  even  by 
unanimous  consent." 
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any  time  vote  for  a  bilt,  any  part  of  the  object  of  which 
was  the  expenditure  of  money  alone,  without  regard  to 
national  utility;  and  that  this  was  a  bill  of  this  character 
seemed  partially  acknowledged  by  some  of  its  friends. 
There  was  no  fitness,  he  said,  in  establishing  arsenals  in 
every  State,  without  regard  to  location  or  utility.  And 
one  half  at  least  of  the  arsenals  proposed  would  be  as 
useless  as  would  be  a  horse  stable  iA  the  city  of  Venice. 
And  as  to  the  armory  in  the  West,  it  was  about  as  much 
called  for  as  an  additional  Capitol,  or  a  navy  yai^d  in  the 
western  prairies.  Where  was  the  necessity  for  it?  We 
bad  now  on  hand  upwards  of  8,000,000  stand  of  arms, 
which  he  himself  thought  enough,  as  it  was  about  as 
many  as  France  or  England  had,  with  their  large  milita- 
ry establishments,  and  three  times  our  population.  The 
utmost  that  any  one  required  was  one  million,  and  we 
now  proposed  to  expend  #555^000  for  an  armory,  only 
required  to  expedite  the  supply  of  two  hundred  thou- 
sand stand  of  arms,  not  needed  immediately,  and  he 
believed  not  needed  at  all;  when  the  number  required 
would  bo  supplied  from  existing  establishments  before 
the  work  would  be  completed.  In  answer  to  all  this, 
however,  ft  was  said  that  justice  required  an  expendi- 
ture of  money  in  the  West.  He  could  not  subscribe  to 
such  a  principle.  The  work  was  a  national  work,  and 
if  it  were  not  necessary  any  where,  it  was  not  necessary 
in  the  West.  If  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  wished 
another  depot  in  his  State,  let  him  have  it;  if  another 
were  needed  in  Missouri,  let  it  be  built;  and  if  more  were 
shown  to  be  necessary  any  where  in  the  West  or  else- 
where, he  was  ready  to  vote  for  them,  but  could  not 
vote  for  works,  of  enormous  cost  in  the  construction, 
and  which  would  have  to  be  kept  up  at  a  very  heavy 
additional  annual  expenditure,  merely  fur  the  purpose 
of  expending  money  in  any  particular  section  of 
count  ty. 

In  truth,  Mr.  K.said,  the  importance  of  these  expend- 
itures was  greatly^  overrated  by  gentlemen:  Wealth 
was  never  created  in  any  community  by  a  mere  expend- 
iture of  money.  Jobbers  might  be  enriched  by  Gov- 
ernment expenditures,  but  communities  were  only  en- 
riched by  a  steady  increase  of  capital,  and  permanent 
investments  increasing  the  quantity  of  valuable  products. 
He  could  refer  his  friend  from  Missouri  to  an  example, 
upon  a  small  scale,  of  a  community  depending  upon 
Government  expenditure  alone.  He  referred  to  the 
District  of  Columbia,  whose  financial  condition  the  Sen- 
ator himself  had  truly  stated  to  be  worse  than  that  of  ten 
miles  square  in  any  part  of  the  globe,  not  excepting  the 
deserts  of  Arabia.  lie  thought  uncertain  expenditures 
in  this  country,  where  all  the  population  were  already 
well  employed,  was  attended  ohen  with  injurious  rather 
than  beneficial  consequences,  as  the  people  are  too  apt  to 
depend  on  expenditures  alone.  Afier  referring  to  the 
subject  of  a  national  foundry,,  which,  he  said,  he  was 
disposed  to  vote  for,  that  we  might  have  a  national  es- 
tablishment of  this  kind,  although  we  were  pressed  by 
no  necessity  on  this  head,  as  we  could  be  abundantly 
supplied  with  cannon  from  the  existing  private  estab- 
lishments, he  concluded  by  regretting  that  he  could  not 
vote  for  the  bill,  in  consequence  of  the  objectionable 
items  it  contained. 

The  bill  was  then  passed:  Yeas  24,  nays  15,  as  fol- 
lows. 

Ysis — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Cuthbert,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hub- 
bard, Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Morris,  Nicholas, 
P&ge,  Rives,  Robinson,  Juggles,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
Walker,-  Wall,  White,  Wright--24. 

Nats — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay,  Crittenden,  Davis, 
Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough,  King  of  JSeorgia,  Lei^h, 
Mangum,  Moore,  Preston,  Bobbins,  Sdutbard,  SwiH, 
Tomlinson— 15. 


JOSEl^H  GRANT. 

A  bill  g^nting  a  patent  to  Joseph  Grant  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed  by  the  following  vote : 

Teas — Messrs.  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Goldsborough,  Hen- 
dricks, King  of  Alabama,  Knight,  Leigh,  Linn,  Mangum, 
Nicholas,  Porter,  Preston,  Rives,  Robbins,  Ruggles, 
Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  White--19. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Ewing  of  Illi- 
nois, Ewing  of  Ohio,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King  of  Geor- 
gia, Moore,  Morris,  Robinson,  Southard,  Tipton,  Walk- 
er, Wall,  Wright— 16. 

FORTIFICATION  BILL. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to 
which  had  been  referred  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  certain  fortifications  of  the  United  States  for  the  year 
1836,  reported  that  the  committee  had  had  this  bill  un- 
der consideration;  but  it  having  been  referred  to  them 
without  instructions,  and  believing  that  no  reductions 
could  be  made  consistently  with  the  public  service,  and 
in  the  absence  of  all  information  to  show  the  propriety 
of  sueh  a  reduction,  they  had  come  to  the  determination 
to  report  back  the  bill  in  the  same  state  in  which  it  had 
been  referred  to  them. 

Mr.  W.  moved  to  strike  out  the  appropriations  for 
arsenals  in  Missouri,  Arkansas,  and  at  Memphis,  Ten- 
nessee, the  same  being  included  in  the  arsenal  bill  just 
passed;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  moved  to  strike  out  the  appropria- 
tion of  1150,000  for  Fort  Delaware,  and  asked  the  yeas 
and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  as  follows:. 

YsAS^Messrs.  Brown,  Clay,  Crittenden,  Ewing  of 
Illinois,  Hendricks,  Leigh,  Mangum,  Moore,  Porter^ 
Preston,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Southard,  Swif^,  Tipton, 
Wall— 16. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cuthbert, 
Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough,  Grundy,  Hub- 
bard)  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Linn, 
Nicholas,  Page,  Rives,  Robbins,  Tallmadge,  Walker, 
Webster,  White,  Wright— 22. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  with 
instructions  to  reduce  the  appropriations  to  such  sum 
as  may  be  judiciously  expended  by  the  4th  of  March 
next. 

Mr.  CLAY,  made  some  remarks  on  the  singpularity  of 
the  committee  having  reported  the  bill  back  without  re- 
duction, after  the  sense  of  the  Senate  had  been  express- 
ed in  favor  of  reduction. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  replied  as  to  the  impossibility  of  the 
committee  having  any  further  information  since  yes* 
terday,  which  had  not  been  before  the  committee  for 
months. 

Mr.  CLAY  asked  for  what  purpose  the  bill  was  com- 
mitted. Was  it  to  be  permitted  that  a  majority  of  a 
committee  should  overrule  the  decision  of  a  majority  of 
the  Senate^  After  the  Senator  had  made  the  same 
statement  yesterday,  the  Senate  ordered  the  recommit-* 
ment,  and  here,  after  a  few  hours,  the  bill  ia  brought 
back  in  the  same  form. 

After  some  few  remarks  from  Mr.  PRESTON  and 
Mr.  WRIGHT, 

Mr.  CLAY  said  that  it  had  been  stated  that  two  thou- 
sand  guns  were  all  that  would  be  required  to  arm  the 
fortifications,  and  that  we  had  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eighteen;  and,  as  hberal  appropriations  had 
been  made  in  another  biH,  he  could  not  see  the  proprie* 
ty  of  voting  the  large  sums  in  this  bill.  He  stated  that 
$200,000  was  wanted  for  the  transportation  of  arms;  and 
a  gentleman  of  responsibility  had  stated,  in  the  other 
House,  that  all  the  arms  in  the  country  could  be  trans- 
ported for  $25,000.     - 

Mr.  CALHOUN  adverted  to  the  necessity  lor  some 
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point  at  which  the  sccumulation  of  arras  must  stop,  and 
when  there  would  be  a  tremendous  reaction^  when  the 
losses  in  consequence  of  risk,  ensurance»  impediment, 
&c.,  would  be  infinitely  greater  than  the  value  of  the 
arms. 

Mr.  CUTIIBERT  stated  his  understanding  of  the 
feelings  and  views  which  influenced  the  Senate  to  re* 
commit  the  bilU  and  alleged  that  there  was  a  change  of 
ground,  and,  of  course,  in  the  action  of  the  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side.  He  warned  them  not  to  incur  the 
suspicion  of  acting  only  for  the  purpose  of  winning  pop- 
ular favor,  and  to  recollect  that  the  verdict  of  the  coun- 
try had  been  repeatedly  given  in  favor  of  the  system  of 
defence  on  which  this  bill  was  founded. 

Mr.  PRESTON  said  that  he  was  in  entire  ignorance 
of  the  matters  on  which  he  was  now  called  to  vote.  He 
stated  what  had  been  for  many  years  the  amouut  of  the 
annual  appropriations  for  fortifications,  and  protested 
against  doubling  now,  when  six  months  of  the  year  had 
expired. 

After  some  further  debate,  the  question  was  taken 
on  the  motion,  and  decided  in  the  negative:  Yeas  18, 
nays  SI. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  engrossing  the  amend- 
ment, and  ordering  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time,  by 
the  following  vote: 

TsAs — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Bu- 
chanan, Cuthbert,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Grundy,  Hendricks, 
Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Morris,  Nicho- 
las, Niles,  Page,  Porter,  Rives,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Rug- 
gles,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Walker,  Webster, 
White,  Wright— 28, 

Nats— Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay,  Crittenden,  Ewing  of 
Ohio,  Leigh,  Mangum,  Moore,  Preston,  Southard— 9. 

DEATH  OF  JAMES  MADISON. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  DoviLsoir,  his  sec- 
retary: 

WASHxiroToir,  June  30,  1836. 
Th  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

It  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  announce  to  you  the 
melancholy  intelligence  of  the  death  of  Jaxks  Madisoit, 
Ex-President  of  the  United  States.  He  departed  this 
life  at  half  past  six  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  38th 
instant,  full  of  years  and  full  of  honors. 

I  hasten  this  communication,  in  order  that  Congress 
may  adopt  such  measures  as  may  be  proper  to  testify 
their  sense  of  the  respect  which  is  due  to  the  memory  of 
one  whose  life  has  contributed  so  essentially  to  the  hap- 
piness and  glory  of  his  country,  and  to  the  good  of  man- 
kind. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Mr.  RIVES  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows: 

Mr.  President,  I  feel  that  it  would  be  an  act  of  sacri- 
legious temerity,  were  I  to  attempt  to  add  to  the  intrinsic 
pathos  of  the  melancholv  intelli^nce  just  announced  to 
us  by  the  President  of  ihe  United  States,  by  any  thing 
in  the  way  of  eulogy  on  the  character  of  the  great  man 
whose  decease  he  has  communicated  to  us.  The  eulogy 
of  Mr.  Madison  is  written  in  every  page  of  the  history  of 
his  country,  to  whose  service  his  whole  life  was  devoted, 
and  with  every  great  event  in  whose  annals  his  name 
stands  conspicuously  and  enduringly  identified.  Filled, 
however,  as  his  life  was,  from  its  dawn  to  its  close,  with 
labors  of  patriotism  and  superior  wisdom,  there  is  one 

Sreat  work  of  his  which  nuist  ever  recur  prominently  to 
»e  grateful  memory  of  his  country.  He  was,  in  an 
especial  manner,  the  founder  and  author  of  that  glorious 
constitution  which  is  the  bond  of  our  Union  and  the 
charter  of  our  liberties;  and  it  was  graciously  vouchsafed 
to  him,  in  the  order  of  providence,  to  witness,  for  a 
longer  period  than  any  of  his  illustrious  colleagues,  the 


rich  blessings  which  have  resulted  from  itsestabliabiiient. 
He  was  the  last  surviving  signer  of  that  sacred  instru- 
ment* Amid  the  general  grief  which  pervades  the 
nation,  may  we  not  indulge  one  consolation  at  leaat,  in 
the  hope  that  his  death,  whilst  adding  the  last  wuX  to  his 
own  fame  and  glory,  will,  in  some  sort,  canooize  the 
work  of  his  hai^s,  and  surround  with  a  new  veneration 
that  precious  relic  of  the  wisdom  of  our  departed  patri- 
ots and  sages. 

But,  sir,  I  will  not  speak  of  the  public  life  of  Mr. 
Madison;  it  is  known  to  us  all;  it  is  appreciated  by  us 
all.  It  was  my  privilege  to  see  and  to  know  him  in  the 
scenes  of  that  classic  retirement  in  which  he  passed  the 
evening  of  his  days.  It  was  there  that  the  mild  lustre  of 
his  private  virtues,  which  formed  the  erowning  grace 
of  his  character,  and  is  the  indispensable  complement  of 
a  true  public  glory,  was  seen  and  felt.  But  who  can 
paint  him  there  f  Who  can  adequately  describe  that 
fascinating  suavity  of  temper  and  manners,  that  spirit  and 
grace  of  conversation  so  happily  blended  with  the  ora- 
cles of  philosophy  and  experience,  that  amiable  and  cul- 
tivated benevolence,  ever  watchful  of  the  feettogs  and 
comfort  of  others,  even  in  the  minutest  trifles,  which, 
together,  formed,  around  the  hearth  of  Montpelier,  a 
group  of  social  virtues  and  attractions  which,  however 
mcompetent  the  powers  of  language  to  portray,  none 
who  have  felt  their  influence  can  ever  forgiet?  In  speak- 
ing of  these  things,  Mr.  President,  I  am  but  too  forcibly 
reminded  of  my  own  personal  loss  in  the  general  and 
national  calamity  which  we  all  bewail.  I  waa  the  neigh- 
bor of  Mr.  Madison,  sir,  and  enjoyed  his  kindnem  and 
friendship;  and  if,  in  speaking  of  a  great  national  be- 
reavement, mv  mind  recurs  too  fondly  to  the  chasm  his 
death  has  left  in  the  immediate  circle  of  his  friends, 
something,  I  trust,  will  be  pardoned  to  the  feelings  of 
the  heart. 

It  is  my  melancholy  satisfaction  to  have  received,  in 
all  probability,  the  last  letter  ever  signed  by  his  hand. 
It  bears  date  only  six  days  before  his  death,  and  fur- 
nishes, in  its  contents,  a  striking  illustration  of  that 
amiable  benevolence,  and  sensibility  to  the  kindness  of 
others,  which  formed  so  prominent  a  trait  in  hia  charac- 
ter. In  that  letter,  which  is  now  before  me,  he  spoke 
of  his  enfeebled  healthy  and  his  trembling  and  unsteady 
signature,  so  much  in  contrast  with  the  usual  firmness 
and  regularity  of  his  writing,  bore  a  graphic  and  melan- 
choly intimation  of  his  approaching  end.  Still  I  trusted 
that  his  light  might  hold  out  to  the  4th  of  July,  tliat  he 
might  be  restored  on  that  glorious  anniversary  to  an 
immortal  companionship  with  those  great  men  and  pa- 
triots with  whom  he  had  been  intimately  connected  in 
life,  and  whose  coincident  deaths,  on  the  birthday  of  the 
nation's  freedom,  had  imparted  to  that  day,  if  possible, 
an  additional  and  mysterious  illustration.  But  it  has 
been  ordered  otherwise.  His  career  has  been  closed  at 
an  epoch  which,  forty -nine  vears  ago,  witnessed  hia 
most  efficient  labors  in  the  illustrious  assembly  which 
laid  the  foundations  of  our  present  system  of  Govern- 
ment, and  will  thus,  by  the  remembrance  of  his  death, 
as  well  as  by  the  services  of  his  life,  more  closely  asso- 
ciate him  with  that  g^eat  work  which  is  at  once  the 
source  and  the  guarantee  of  his  country's  happiness  and 
glory. 

What  honors,  Mr.  President,  are  there,  by  which  we 
can  do  justice  to  a  character  which  history  will  hold  up 
to  future  ages  as  a  model  of  public  and  private  virtue, 
not  surpassed  by  the  brightest  examples  in  ancient  or 
modern  times^  Sir,  there  are  none.  Still  it  is  proper 
that,  as  representatives  of  the  American  people,  we 
should  show,  by  some  suitable  manifestations,  how  sin- 
cerely and  deeply  we  participate  in  the  universal  feeling 
of  grief  on  this  mournful  occasion;  and  I  move  you, 
therefore,  the  following  reK>lution: 
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Hesohedf  That  a  oommittee  be  tppointed  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  to  join  such  committee  as  may  be  appoint- 
ed on  the  part  of  the  House,  1o  consider  and  report  by 
what  token  of  respect  and  affection  it  may  be  proper  for 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  express  the  deep 
sensibility  of  the  nation  to  the  event  of  the  decease  of 
Mr.  Madison,  just  announced  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted;  and. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  RIVES,  the  committee  was  appoint- 
ed by  the  Chair,  consisting  of  the  following  gentlemen: 
Messrs.  Ritxs,  Clat,  Calhovk,  Gbvitst,  Bucbaitav, 
Lbiqh,  and  Tallxados. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  DEPOSITE  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  the  bill  supplementary 
to  an  act  to  regulate  the  deposites  of  the  public  money 
was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

[This  bill  goes  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  transfer  money  from  the  deposite  banks  in 
any  State  or  Territory  to  any  other  deposite  bank,  when 
it  is  necessary  to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  too  much 
of  the  public  money  in  any  one  bank.] 

Mr.  MANGUM  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  but 
withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  WALKER  renewed  the  motion,  and  it  was  nega- 
tived. 

The  amendment  of  the  committee  was  concurred  in, 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  MANGUM  moved  that  the  Senate  take  a  recess 
till  seven  o'clock;  which  was  agreed  to. 

EvBiriiro  Szssioir. 

The  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  to  regulate  the  pub- 
lic deposites  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YxAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Clayton,  Cuthbert, 
X>avis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough,  Hendricks,  Kent, 
King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Page,  Porter,  Preston,  Robbins,  Robinson,  South- 
ard, Swift,  Tomlinson,  Wall,  Wright— 24. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Mangum,  Moore, 
Walker,  White— 6. 

WISCONSIN. 

The  bill  to  create  the  office  of  surveyor  of  public 
lands  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin  was  taken  up  for 
consideration. 

Mr.  TIPTON  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  con- 
sidering the  office  unnecessary. 

Mr.  EWING  opposed  the  motion,  and,  on  taking  the 
question,  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  TIPTON  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  stri- 
king out  the  whole,  and  inserting  a  substitute,  providing 
that  the  office  of  surveyor  general  of  the  public  lands, 
for  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Wisconsin,  shall  be  held 
at  — r-»  Indiana. 

Mr.  T.  accompanied  this  motion  with  some  remarks  in 
its  favor. 

Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  said  that  there  were,  no  doubt, 
many  advanta'ges  in  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana,  but  he  thought  it  too  late  in  the  session 
now  to  obtain  information  from  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice, which  was  necessary  before  making  so  important  a 
change. 

Mr.  TxrpoK's  motion  was  rejected,  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading.  It  was,  in 
a  subsequent  part  of  the  evening,  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

RESPECT  TO  JAMES  MADISON. 

Mr.  RIVES,  from  the  select  committee  appointed  to 
meet  such  committee  as  might  be  appointed  by  the  other 
House  to  consider  and  report  by  what  token  of  respect 


and  affection  it  may  be  proper  for  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  to  express  the  deep  sensibility  of  the  na- 
tion in  the  event  of  the  decease  of  Mr.  Madison,  report- 
ed the  following  resolutions,  which  were  unanimously 
adopted: 

•*  The  President  of  the  United  States  having  commu- 
nicated to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  the  melancholy 
intelligence  of  the  death  of  their  illustrious  fellow-citizen, 
.lames  Madison,  of  Virginia,  late  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  two  Houses  sharing  in  the  general  grief 
which  this  distressing  event  must  produce — 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembledf  That 
the  chairs  of  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  of  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  be  shrouded 
in  black  during  the  residue  of  the  session,  and  that  the 
President  of  the  Senate,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  the  members  and  officers  of  both 
Houses,  wear  the  usual  badge  of  mourning  for  thirty 
days. 

Resolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States  to  wear  crape  on  the  lef^  arm,  as 
mourning,  for  thirty  days. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  Mrs. 
Madison,  and  to  assure  her  of  the  profound  respect  of 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress  for  her  person  and  charac- 
ter, and  of  their  sincere  condolence  on  the  late  afflicting 
dispensation  of  Providence.  / 

After  transacting  a  large  amount  of  other  business, 
principally  in  relation  to  bills, 

I'he  Senate  adjourned  at  about  half  past  13  o'clock. 

Friday,  Jolt  1. 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE  SENATE  PRO  TEM. 

At  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  the  Secretary  called  the 
Senate  to  order;  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  election  of  a  President  pro  tem.;  and  the  ballots 
being  counted,  the  votes  appeared  to  be  as  follows: 
For  Mr.  Kivo,  of  Alabama,  -        -        -        22 

For  Mr.  Southabo, 14 

Scattering, 4 

So  that  Mr.  Kiro,  of  Alabama,  was  declared  to  be 
duly  elected  President  of  the  Senate,  pro  tem.,  and  was 
conducted  to  the  chair  by  Mr.  Whits. 

The  President  pro  tem.  returned  his  thanks,  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate: 

This  flattering  manifestation  of  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  my  brother  Senators  fills  my  heart  with  the 
liveliest  sensibility. 

To  be  called  to  preside  over  the  deliberations  of  the 
Senate  of  the  United  State^i,  distinguished  as  it  is  for 
intelligence,  moral  worth,  and  a  patriotic  devotion  to  the 
principles  of  liberty,  is  an  honor  of  which  the  first  in 
this  land  might  be  justly  proud.  I  shall  enter,  gentle- 
men, upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  which  your  kind- 
ness has  devolved  upon  me,  with  the  determination  to 
discharge  them  zealously,  faithfully,  and  impartially.  I 
am,  however,  fully  aware  that,  unless  I  am  sustained  by 
the*  Senate,  all  my  efforts  correctly  and  usefully  to  dis- 
charge them  must  prove  vain  and  fruitless;  but  the  order, 
the  decorum,  which  has  heretofore  so  eminently  distin- 
guished the  Senate  of  the  United  States;  the  courtesy 
and  good  feeling  which  has  uniformly  marked  the  official 
and  social  intercourse  of  its  members,  gives  to  me  the 
strongest  assurance  that  I  may  confidently  rely  on  their 
kindness  and  support.  I  earnestly  request  honorable 
Senators  to  make  proper  allowances  for  the  errors  into 
which  I  may  occasionally  fall,  and  to  aid  me  in  correct- 
ing them. 
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TEXAS. 

Mr.  PRESTON  moved  the  Senate  to  take  up  the  res- 
olution of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relationi  on  the 
aubiect  of  Texas. 

Mr.  PRESTON  made  some  remarks,  in  the  course  of 
which  he  stated  that  he  had  with  difficulty  restrained 
himself  from  offering  an  amendment  to  recognise  the  in- 
dependence of  Texas  immediately.  He  gave  a  brief 
narrative  of  the  events  of  the  revolution  in  Texas,  and 
stated  that  he  had  this  morning  received  authentic  infor- 
mation, in  the  form  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Austin,  which 
confirms  the  statement  that  General  Filasola  had  carried 
into  effect  the  armistice  agreed  on  between  the  Texian 
Government  and  Santa  Anna.  This  treaty  Mr.  P.  re- 
garded as  amounting  to  a  recognition  on  the  part  of 
Mexico  of  the  independence  of  Texas.  The  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  Texas  was  about  to  proceed  to  Vera  Cruz,  to 
enforce  from  the  mouths  of  the  Texisn  guns  the  conclu- 
sion of  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace  between  the  two 
countries. 

Mr.  P.  continued,  at  some  length,  to  expatiate  on  the 
situation  and  achievements  and  claims  of  Texas,  and  ad- 
verted to  certain  treaty  stipulations  with  Mexico  concern- 
ing the  Indians  west  of  the  Sabine,  which  stipulations  it 
would  only  be  in  the  power  of  Texas  now  to  carry  into 
effect.  He  concluded  with  offering  to  amend  the  reso- 
lution by  adding  an  expreision  of  the  gratification  which 
the  Senate  felt  on  hearing  of  the  course  taken  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  obtain  information  of 
the  situation  of  Texas. 

Mr.  CLAT  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the  amend- 
ment, as  it  is  in  consonance  with  the  tone  of  the  report. 
He  did  not  agree  that  the  fact  of  a  new  State  having  ex- 
pelled her  enemy,  or  having  even  captured  the  head  of 
the  hostile  force,  was,  of  itself,  sufficient  to  warrant  a 
recognition  of  her  Independence  as  one  of  the  fomily  of 
nations.  In  reference  to  the  remark  of  the  Senator  that 
Texas  only  could  carry  into  effect  the  treaty  we  have 
negotiated  with  Mexico,  (Mr.  -C.  said,)  no  principle  in 
the  law  of  nations  was  more  settled  than  that  the  branches 
of  a  nation  were  bound  to  fulfil  the  stipulations  of  a 
treaty  made  by  the  head;  and  Texas  was  now  as  much 
bound  by  the  treaty  with  Mexico,  as  was  Mexico  herself. 
We  are  bound  to  have  some  sympathy  vrith  the  people 
of  Mexico,  while  we  heap  indignities  upon  the  vain- 
glorious and  cruel  tyrant  Santa  Anna;  and  he  hoped  that 
this  would  be  a  cherished  feeling  towards  the  eight 
millions  of  the  people  of  Mexico,  and  that  we  would  wait 
so  long  as  to  give  them  an  opportunity,  in  the  first  place, 
to  recognise  the  independence  of  Texas,  by  the  treaty 
which  the  Senator  had  said  the  Vice  President  of  Texas 
was  on  his  way  to  Vera  Cruz  to  conclude.  This  would 
be  the  course  most  glorious  and  most  advantageous  to 
Texas.  If  he  were  to  yield  to  his  own  feelings  merely, 
he  might  be  inclined  not  only  to  recognise  Texas,  but  to 
go  still  farther  to  promote  the  interests  of  those  who  are 
struggling  for  their  freedom.  As  soon  as  the  information 
desired  by  the  President  should  be  obtained,  (and  the 
sooner  the  better,)  he  hoped  the  President  would  take 
that  course  which  would  be  most  in  conformity  with  the 
feelings  of  the  American  people. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  added  a  few  words  to  express  his  en- 
tire acquiescence  in  the  resolution  of  the  committee  and 
tlie  amendment.  He  was  willing  to  go  so  far  as  to  vote 
funds  to  enable  (he  President  to  send  out  a  proper  min- 
ister. But  against  a  direct  recognition  he  thought  there 
existed  strong  objections.  It  was  the  proper  function  of 
the  President  to  take  the  lead  in  this  matter.  He  was  of 
the  opinion  that  the  recency  of  the  revolution  was  an 
objection  to  immediate  recognition.  Time  was  expe- 
dient where  the  object  was  not  of  peculiar  urgency.  He 
dverted  to  the  generally  cautious  policy  of  our  Govern- 


ment, carried  even  to  the  point  of  timidity  in  reference 
to  Greece;  and  referred  to  the  fact  that  General  Houston 
bad  seconded  his  resolutions  on  the  subject  of  sending 
commissioners  to  that  republic. 

Mr.  WALKER  made  some  remarks  to  show  that 
Mexico  had  never  exercised  the  power  of  government 
in  Texas,  except  during  a  short  interval  when  Santa 
Anna  was  in  Texas. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  concurred  in  every  sentiment  ex- 
pressed in  the  report  of  the  committee,  and  congratu- 
lated the  Senate  on  the  spectacle  exhibited  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  who,  altliough  operated  upon 
by  the  strongest  feelings  of  indignation  at  the  outrageous 
conduct  of  the  Mexicans,  had  confined  themselves  within 
the  limits  of  our  established  policy.  He  did  not  perceive 
that  any  disadvantage  could  result  to  Texas  from  a  little 
delay,  now  that  she  is  in  the  full  tide  of  her  prosperity. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  congratulated  the  Senate  on  the  tone 
of  the  discussion;  stated  that  he  had  hoped  we  ahoud  be 
ready  to  recognise  Texas  before  now;  but  under  existing 
circumstances,  he  thought  we  should  only  go  at  present 
so  far  as  the  report  and  resolution  contemplate. 

Mr.  NILES  said  that  he  did  not  wish  to  prolong  the 
debate;  yet,  from  the  relation  in  which  he  stood  to  the 
subject,  he  felt  it  a  duty  to  express  his  approbation  of 
the  resolution  which  had  been  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Affairs.  He  fully  concurred  in  llie 
views  of  the  committee.  He  thought  they  bad  gone 
far  enough,  and  had  stopped  at  the  proper  point.  He 
had  on  a  former  occasion  expressed  the  opinion  that  it 
would  be  premature  unqualifiedly  to  recognise  the  in- 
dependence of  Texas  at  this  time,  and  he  had  seen  noth- 
ing to  change  this  opinion.  In  determining  the  question 
of  the  propriety  of  the  recognition  of  the  independence 
of  Texas,  there  are  two  points  of  investigation:  the  first, 
whether  the  people  of  that  portion  of  the  country  are  in 
fact  an  independent  and  distinct  community,  exercising 
the  powers  of  self-government;  and,  the  second,  whe- 
ther there  are  reasonable  grounds  to  believe  that  they 
are  in  a  condition  to  maintain  their  independence. 

In  relation  to  the  first  question,  there  was  no  difficul* 
ty;  the  dominion  of  Mexico  over  Texas  is  completely 
and  effectually  overthrown,  and  the  people  have  estab- 
lished a  conatitution  and  Government  for  themselves, 
founded  on  liberal  principles,  sinMlar  to  those  forming 
the  basis  of  our  own  mstitutions.  They  are  at  this  time 
de  facio  a  free  and  independent  State,  governing  them- 
selves, and  managing  their  own  affairs.  This  elevated 
position,  and  the  rights  pertaining  to  it,  no  people  have 
stronger  claims  to;  they  have  been  achieved  and  won 
by  their  valor,  sacrifices,  and  sufferings,  almost  unpar- 
alleled in  so  short  a  contest.  Animated  by  a  spirit  of 
liberty  and  independence,  they  have  contended  against 
fearful  odds,  witli  courage  and  determination  that  could 
hardly  fail  of  success,  and  which  led  to  the  glorious  vic- 
tory of  Saint  Jacinto—- a  victory  not  surpassed  in  the  rec- 
ords of  modern  warfare.  By  this  single  victory,  not  only 
the  power  of  the  Mexican  chief  was  overthrown,  but 
that  of  the  Mexican  nation,  which  still  acknowledges  him 
as  at  the  head  of  its  GovernmenL 

Texas  is  now  free  and  independent;  she  has  thrown 
off  the  dominion  of  Mexico,  and  stands  forth  to  the  world 
as  a  separate  and  sovereign  State.  But  before  we  can 
extend  our  arms  to  receive  and  embrace  her  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  family  of  nations,  we  must  be  reasonably  sat- 
isfied that  she  is  capable  of  maintaining  the  high  attitude 
she  has  assumed;  we  must  look  not  only  to  her  military 
power,  but  to  the  number  and  condition  of  ber  people. 
Has  she  a  population,  has  she  resources,  sufficient  to 
sustain  the  rank  and  character  of  an  independent  Stated 
Her  population  is  limited;  in  Texas  proper  it  does  not 
perhaps  exceed  sixty  thousand;  and  in  the  whole  terri- 
tory, including  the  State  of  Cohuihui,  len  than  two  hun- 
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dred  thousand.  This,  it  must  be  confessed,  is  a  small 
population  for  an  independent  State;  but  it  is  to  be  re* 
membered  that  sll  power  is  relative)  and,  in  judging  of 
the  capscity  of  the  Texians  to  sustain  themseUes  as  an 
independent  people,  we  must  also  look  to  the  condition 
and  strength  of  Mexico.  It  is  well  known  that  the  re- 
public of  Mexico,  if  such  it  can  be  called,  has  for  more 
than  twenty  years  been  agitated  and  distracted  by  suc- 
cessive revolutions;  that  the  power  has  been  triinsferred 
from  one  chief  to  another,  according  to  the  fortune  of 
war,  or  the  success  of  the  intrigues  and  ambitious 
schemes  of  political  aspirants.  In  these  protracted  strug- 
gles, and  almost  continuous  civil  broils,  the  nation  has 
become  enfeebled  and  exhausted,  and  the  people  im- 
poverished and  plundered  by  the  rapacity  of  the  chiefs 
and  military  rulers.  Although  possessed  of  a  consider- 
able population,  Mexico  is  a  weak  and  feeble  State.  She 
has  no  navy,  and  possesses  none  of  the  elements  for 
constructing  one.  The  physical  position  and  advantages 
of  a  State  form  an  important  element  in  its  means  and 
capacity  of  defence.  On  the  Rio  del  Norte  there  is  a 
desert  of  sixty  miles  iix.  breadth,  which  seems  to  be  a 
natural  barrier  that  separates  the  southern  from  the 
northern  portion  of  the  Mexican  territory.  Or  it  may 
become  the  barrier  and  natural  boundary  between  two 
great  nations  on  this  continent;  the  one  extending  south 
to  the  isthmus  of  Darien,  the  other  embracing  the  whole 
country  north. 

If  Texas  is  a  small  community  for  an  independent 
State,  it  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  there  are  many  small 
independent  States  in  Europe,  surrounded  by  the  most 
powerful  nations;  such  are  Portugal,  Switzerland,  and 
others-  However  small  a  State  may  be,  yet  if  it  have 
asserted  and  established  its  independence,  and  from 
physical  or  other  causes,  or  the  weakness  of  the  Power 
claiming  dominion  over  it,  it  is  able  to  maintain  it,  the 
small  amount  of  its  population,  and  its  weakness,  as  com- 
pared with  the  large  Powers  of  the  earth,  form  no  ob- 
jections to  its  being  recognised  and  received  into  the 
family  of  nations.  The  same  principles  of  justice  and 
of  national  law  apply  to  a  small  State  as  to  a  large  one. 
In  either  case  the  Question  is,  is  it  in  fact  independent? 
Is  it  in  the  possession  of  a  Government  and  civil  consti- 
tution, and  in  a  condition  to  maintain  them?  In  estima- 
ting the  capacity  of  Texas  to  sustain  the  attitude  she  has 
assumed  in  relation  to  Mexico,  we  must  not  overlook  the 
charactier  of  her  population,  a  large  portion  of  them 
having  been  emigrants  from  the  United  States,  enter- 
prising and  enlightened.  The  intelligence,  the  physi- 
cal and  moral  energies,  of  a  people  are  of  more  import 
tance  than  their  numbers.  How  many  Mexicans  are 
equal  to  one  Texian?  Let  the  victory  of  Saint  Jacinto 
answer. 

-  Mr.  N.  said  he  would  not  touch  on  the  ulterior  ques- 
tions connected  with  this  subject;  and  he  regretted  that 
the  honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Cal- 
houk]  had  alluded  to  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the 
United  States.  When  considering  the  question  of  her 
independence,  he  thought  it  should  be  kept  free  from 
even  any  suggestions  regarding  the  probable  fiiture  des- 
tiny of  that  country.  It  might  occasion  suspicions  inju- 
rious to  the  honor  and  purity  of  our  conduct,  to  connect 
any  views  of  ultimate  aggrandizement  or  accession  of 
territory  with  the  question  of  doing  justice  to  a  brave 
people  upon  our  borders  struggling  for  their  rights. 
Whatever  may  be  the  ultimate  destiny  of  that  country, 
or  its  influence  on  that  of  this  republic,  he  was  not  dis- 
posed to  inquire  on  this  occasion,  as  no  considerations  of 
that  character  ought  to  influence  us,  either  to  grant  or 
withhold  a  recognition.  Whether  it  would  be  for  the 
interest  and  safety  of  the  United  States  to  purchase 
Texas,  was  a  question  tliat  he  did  not  wish  to  see  con- 
nected with  the  one  before  the  Senate;  that  question. 


should  it  ever  arise,  would  probably  be  found  beset  with 
many  difiiculties,  and  may  excite  a  deep  conflict  of  feel- 
ing. He  would  only  say,  that  destiny,. which  no  legis- 
lative foresight  or  human  sagacity  can  control,  had  no 
doubt  intimately  connected  Texas  with  the  United  States. 
Nothing  can  be  more  clear  than  this.  She  is  upon  our 
borders,  and  is  and  will  be  settled  by  citizens  of  this 
Union,  speaking  our  own  language,  carrying  with  them 
the  spirit  of  our  free  institutions,  and  the  same  love  of 
liberty  glowing  in  their  hearts.  Destiny  had  established 
intimate  political  connexion  between  the  United  States 
and  Texas;  but  what  that  relation  would  be,  whether 
that  territory  would  be  annexed  4o  this  Union,  and  form 
one  or  more  States,  or  whether  it  would  exist  as  an  in- 
dependent nation  under  the  protection  of  the  United 
States,  time  only  could  determine.  Such  political  rela- 
tions were  not  incompatible  with  the  rights  of  sovereign- 
ty and  independence,  and  have  long  existed  between 
England  and  Portugal. 

That  Texas  would  be  able  to  sustain  the  attitude  she 
had  assumed,  he  had  little  doubt;  yet  the  recency  of 
events  there  reauired  that  we  should  not  be  precipitate; 
time  alone  coula  test  the  stability  and  true  condition  of 
aflfairs  in  that  country.    He  did  not,  however,  concur 
with  the  honorable  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Bu- 
cBAiri.H]  that  a  recognition  on  the.  part  of  this  Govern- 
ment at  this  time  would  not  benefit  Texas.    He  thought 
such  an  act  would  have  great  influence  on  her  affairs;  it 
would  give  them  an  impetus,  powerful  and  irresistible; 
it  would  be  the  signal  for  the  bold  and  enterprising  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  to  rush  like  a  swelling  flood 
into  that  country,  to  share  in  the  toils,  the  glory,  and  the 
rewards,  of  the  contest  which  is  goine  on.  But  the  very 
fact  that  an  unqualified  recognition  of  the  independence 
of  Texas  would  exert  so  potent  an  influence  in  her  cause, 
is  a  strong  reason  against  such  a  measure  in  the  present 
unsettled  state  of  the  contest.     It  might  throw  a  suspi> 
cion  upon  our  neutrality,  if  an  act  of  this  Government 
should  have  a  direct  agency  in  effecting  the  independ- 
ence of  a  country  lying  upon  our  borders,  and  which 
may  hereafter  be  annexed  to  our  territory.    The  reso- 
lutions now  before  us,  containing  a  qualified  recognition, 
will  no  doubt  have  a  favorable  and  salutary  influence  on 
the  cause  of  Texian  independence  and  liberty.    It  will 
be  a  voice  from  a  great,  free,  and  kindred  people,  which 
cannot  fail  to  6heer,  animate,  and  encourage  the  brave 
men  on  our  southern  border,  who  have  shown  them- 
selves so  deserving  of  freedom  and  so  capable  of  main- 
taining it.    This  voice  will  reverberate  throughout  the 
Union,  and  Its  influence  will  not  be  slow  nor  small  on 
our  own  citizens.   Aroused  by  a  spirit  of  liberty  and  en- 
terprise, a  strong  current  is  setting  that  way,  and  its 
course  will  be  onward,  strong,  and  irresistible.    If  the 
adoption  of  these  resolutions  shall  contribute  to  g^ve  a 
favorable  impulsation  to  the  cause  of  Texas,  he  should 
rejoice  at  it;  for  so  far  as  it  is  right  for  this  Government 
to  go,  without  being  exposed  to  the  slightest  imputation 
of  an  improper  interference  or  a  disregard  of  the  strict- 
est obligations  of  neutrality,  so  far  he  was  prepaid  to 
go.     He  would  scrupulously  g^ard  the  nationsi  honor 
and  faith,  and  strictly  adhere  to  those  principles  of  action 
which  have  ever  controlled  the  course  of  this  Govern- 
ment in  its  connexions  with  other  nations;  but  these 
resolutions  will  not  conflict  with  those  principles,  whilst 
I  think  they  may  have  a  favorable  and  salutaiy  influence 
on  the  cause  of  Texian  independence  and  freedom.    He 
hoped  they  would  be  adopted  with  perfect  unanimity. 
*     Mr.  SOUTH ABD  said: 

Mr.  Premdent,  the  opinion  and  wishes  expressed  by 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Cakhouit]  induce 
me  to  say  a  few  words  before  the  vote  is  taken.  I  am 
willing  to  give  my  assent  to  the  resolution  presented  for 
our  coDidderation  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Bela- 
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tiona,  and  also  to  the  amendcnent  offered  by  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  PaxaTOK.]  They  may  be 
justified  by  the  events  which  have  occurred,  and  by  the 
case  as  it  appears  before  us;  but  I  am  not  willing  to  pro- 
ceed further,  nor  bind  myself  to  any  ultimate  course  on 
the  subject.  We  are  too  ignorant  of  the  existing  condi- 
tion  of  Texas,  in  many  respects,  and  have  too  slight  ma- 
terials on  which  to  form  an  estimate  of  her  future  pros- 
pects, to  justify  us,  in  our  capacity  as  Senators,  in  pro- 
nouncing a  decision  that  may  implicate  the  interests  of 
this  nation  with  hers.  Both  in  the  prineiplea  avowed  in 
the  report  of  the  committee,  and  in  the  conclusion  at 
which  it  arrives  in  the  resolution,  we  go  quite  as  far  as 
prudence  and  sound  policy  will  permit.  Even  they  may 
lead  us,  at  no  distant  day,  into  difficulties  of  which  our 
excited  sympathies  and  ardent  feelings  do  not,  at  this 
moment,  take  proper  cognizance. 

I  am  not  prepared  to  unite  in  the  general  expression 
of  a  belief  that  the  independence  of  Texas  is  secured, 
and  her  struggle  over.  It  seems  to  roe  impossible  that 
this  can  be  the  case.  Texas  may — she  probably  will — 
at  some  period,  perhaps  not  remote,  establish  her  in- 
dependence on  a  foundation  which  Mexico  cannot  shake. 
She  has  temptations  to  offer  to  enterprise,  ambition,  and 
avarice,  to  the  better  and  the  baser  passions  of  our  na- 
ture, which  may  draw  to  her  very  efficient  aid  in  her 
conflict,  and  will,  probably,  carry  her  triumphantly 
through  it.  But  I  cannot  persuade  myself  that  the  con- 
test will  not  be  renewedi  and  that  Mexico  will  m»ke  no 
effort  to  reduce  the  rebellious  province,  and  restore  the 
State  of  Texas  to  the  confederacy.  If  she  should  not, 
it  will  be  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  facts  in  the  his- 
tory of  human  society,  and  in  the  separation  of  States 
and  nations.  It  seems  to  me  incredible,  when  I  reflect 
on  the  previous  condition  of  that  province,  on  the  effects 
which  must  result  from  quietly  yielding  her  independ- 
ence, and  on  the  population  and  wealth  of  the  nation. 
No,  sir,  Santa  Anna  is  not  Mexico.  His  army  was  not  the 
strength  of  that  nation.  She  still  has  men  and  money — 
Bravos  and  Urreas — and  it  will  not  be  long  before  we 
hear  of  them,  in  the  administration  of  the  Government, 
and  at  the  head  of  armies,  advancing  upon  Texas.  I 
can  found  no  opinion  or  act  on  the  belief  that  there  is  an 
end  of  the  conflict. 

But,  Mr.  President,  I  should  not  have  risen  to  express 
these  notions,  if  I  had  not  understood  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Calhouh]  to  declare  that  he  re- 
garded the  acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of 
Texas  as  important,  and  principally  important,  because 
it  prepared  the  way  for  the  speedy  admission  of  that 
State  as  a  member  of  our  Union;  and  that  he  looked 
anxiously  to  that  event,  as  conducing  to  a  proper  balance 
of  power,  and  to  the  perpetuation  of  our  institutions.  I 
am  not  now,  sir,  prepared  to  express  an  opinion  on  that 
question— a  question  which  all  must  foresee  will  embrace 
interests  as  wide  as  our  Union,  and  as  lasting  in  their 
consequences  as  the  freedom  which  our  institutions  se- 
cure. When  it  shall  be  necessarily  presented  to  me,  I 
shall  ^deavor  to  meet  it  in  a  manner  suitable  to  its  mag- 
nitude, and  to  the  vital  interests  which  it  involves;  but  I 
will  not,  on  the  present  resolution,  anticipate  it,  nor  can 
I  permit  an  inference,  as  to  my  decision  upon  it,  to  be 
drawn  from  the  vote  which  I  now  give.  That  vote  is 
upon  this  resolution  alone,  and  confined  to  it,  founded 
upon  principles  sustained  by  the  laws  of  nations,  upon 
the  unvarying  practice  of  our  Government,  and  upon  the 
facts  as  they  are  now  known  to  exist.  It  relates  to  the 
independence  of  Texas,  not  to  the  admission  of  Texas 
into  this  Union.  The  achievement  of  the  one,  at  the 
proper  lime,  may  be  justified;  the  other  may  be  found 
to  be  opposed  by  the  highest  and  strongest  considera- 
tions of  interest  and  duty.  I  discuss  neither  at  this  time; 
nor  am  I  willing  that  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  should 


lead,  in  or  out  of  this  chamber,  to  the  inference  that  aU 
those  who  vote  for  the  resolution  concur  with  him  in 
opinion.  The  question  which  he  has  started  should  be 
}e(t  perfectly  open  and  free. 

Mr.  BBNTON  rose  and  said  he  ahould  confine  him- 
self strictlv  to  the  proposition  presented  in  the  resolu- 
tion, and  should  not  complicate  the  abstract  question  of 
recognition  with  speculations  on  the  future  fate  of 
Texas.  Such  speculations  could  have  no  good  effect 
.upon  either  of  the  countries  interestedf  upon  Mexico^ 
Texas,  or  the  United  States.  Texas  has  not  asked  for 
admission  into  this  Union.  Her  independence  is  still 
contested  by  Mexico.  Her  boundaries,  and  other  im- 
portant points  in  her  political  condition,  are  not  yet  ad- 
justed. To  discuss  the  question  of  her  admission  into 
this  Union,  under  these  circumstances,  is  to  treat  her 
with  disrespect,  to  embroil  ourselves  with  Mexico,  to 
compromise  the  disinterestedness  of  our  motives  in  the 
eyes  of  Europe,  and  to  start  among  ourselves  prems- 
turely,  and  without  reason,  a  question  which,  whenever 
it  comes,  cannot  be  without  its  own  intrinsic  difficulties 
and  perplexities. 

Since  the  three  months  that  the  affairs  of  Texas  have 
been  the  subject  of  repeated  discussion  in  this  chamber, 
I  have  imposed  on  myself  a  reserve,  not  the  effect  of 
want  of  feeling,  but  the  effect  of  strong  feeling  and 
some  judgment  combined,  which  has  not  permitted  me 
to  give  utterance  to  the  general  expression  of  my  senti- 
ments. Once  only  have  I  spoken,  and  that  at  the  most 
critical  moment  of  the  contest,  and  when  the  reported 
advance  of  the  Mexicans  upon  Nacogdoches,  and  the 
actual  movement  of  General  Gaines  and  our  own  troops 
in  that  direction,  gave  reason  to  apprehend  the  encoun- 
ter of  flaf^s,  or  the  collision  of  arms,  which  might  com- 
promise mdividuals  or  endanger  the  peace  of  nations. 
It  was  then  that  I  used  those  words,  not  entire^  enig- 
matical, and  which  have  nnce  been  repeated  by  some, 
without  the. prefix  of  their  important  qualifications, 
namely,  that  while  neutrality  was  the  obvious  line  of  our 
duty  and  of  our  interest,  yet  there  might  be  emergen- 
cies in  which  the  obligation  of  duly  could  have  no  forcew 
and  the  calculations  of  interest  could  have  no  place; 
when,  in  fact,  a  man  should  have  no  head  to  think! 
nothing  but  a  heart  to  feel!  and  an  arm  to  strike!  and  I 
illustrated  this  sentiment.  It  was  after  the  affair  of 
Goliad,  and  the  imputed  order  to  unpeople  the  country, 
with  the  supposititious  case  of  prisoners  assassinated, 
women  violated,  and  children  slaughtered,  and  these 
horrors  to  be  perpetrated  in  the  presence  or  bearing  of 
an  American  army.  In  such  a  case  I  declared  it  to  be 
my  sentiment — and  I  now  repeat  it,  for  I  feel  it  to  be  in 
me^in  such  a  case,  I  declared  it  to  be  my  sentiment  that 
treaties  were  nothing,  books  were  nothing,  laws  were 
nothing!  that  the  paramount  law  of  God  and  nature  was 
every  thing!  and  that  the  American  soldier,  hearing  the 
cries  of  helplessness  and  weakness,  and  remembering 
only  that  he  was  a  man,  and  bom  of  woman,  and  the 
father  of  children,  should  fly  to  the  rescue,  and  strike  to 
prevent  the  perpetration  of  crimes  which  shock  humanity 
and  dishonor  the  age.  I  uttered  this  sentiment  not  upon 
impulsion,  but  with  consideration;  not  for  theatrical 
effect,  hut  as  a  rule  for  action;  not  as  vague  declamation, 
but  with  an  eye  to  possible  or  probable  events,  and 
with  a  view  to  the  public  justification  of  General  Gaines 
and  his  men,  if,  under  circumstances  appalling  to  human- 
ity, they  should  nobly  resolve  to  obey  the  impulsions  of 
the  heart  instead  of  coldly  consulting  the  musty  leaves 
of  books  an<l  treaties. 

Beyond  this  I  do  not  go,  snd,  except  in  this  instance, 
I  did  not  speak.  Duty  and  interest  prescribed  to  the 
United  States  a  rigorous  neutrality,  and  this  condition 
slie  has  faithfully  fulfilled.  Our  young  men  have  gone 
to  Texas  to  fight;  but  they  have  gone  without  the  sane- 
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tion  of  th«  lawt  tnd  agBtnst  the  orders  of  the  Govern- 
ment. They  have  gone  opon  that  impulaion  which,  in 
all  agea,  has  carried  the  heroic  youth  of  all  countries  to 
seek  renown  in  the  perils  and  glories  of  distant  war. 
Our  foreign  enlistment  law  is  not  repealed.  Unlike 
England,  in  the  civil  war  now  raging  in  Spain,  we  have 
not  licensed  interference  by  repealing  our  penalties:  we 
have  not  stimuhted  action  by  withdrawing  obstacles. 
No  member  of  our  Congress,  like  General  Evans  in  the 
British  Parliament,  has  left  his  seat  to  levy  troops  in  the 
streets  of  the  metropolis,  and  to  lead  them  to  battle  and 
to  victory  in  the  land  tern  by  civil  discord.  Our  statute 
against  armaments  to  invade  iriendly  Powers  is  in  full 
force.  Proclamations  have  attested  our  neutral  dispo- 
sitions. Prosecutions  have  been  ordered  againsjt  viola- 
tors of  Uw.  A  naval  force  in  the  gulf,  and  a  land  force 
on  the  Sabine,  have  been  directed  to  enforce  the  policy 
of  the  Government;  and  so  far  as  acts  have  gone,  the 
advantage  has  been  on  the  ude  of  Mexico;  for  the 
Texian  armed  schooner  the  Invincible  has  been  brought 
into  an  American  port  by  an  American  ship  of  war.  K 
parties  and  individuals  still  go  to  Texas  to  fight,  the  act 
is  particular,  not  national,  compromising  none  but  the 
parties  themselves,  and  may  take  place  on  one  side  as 
well  as  on  the  other.  The  conduct  of  the  administration 
has  been  strictly  neutral;  and,  as  a  friend  to  that  admin- 
istration, and  from  my  own  convictions,  I  have  conform- 
ed to  its  policy,  avoiding  the  language  which  would 
irritate,  and  opposing  the  acts  that  might  interrupt 
pacific  and  commercial  communications.  Mexico  is  our 
nearest  neighbor,  dividing  with  us  the  continent  of 
North  America,  and  possessing  the  elements  of  a  great 
Power.  Our  boundaries  are  co-terminous  for  more  than 
two  thousand  miles.  We  have  inland  and  maritime 
commerce.  She  has  mines;  we  l»ve  ships.  General 
considerations  impose  opon  each  Power  the  duties  of 
reciprocal  friendship;  especial  inducements  invite  us  to 
uninterrupted  commercial  intercourse.  As  a  western 
Senator^  coming  from  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
from  the  State  of  Missouri,  I  cannot  be  blind  to  the  con- 
sequences of  interrupting  that  double  line  of  inland  and 
maritime  commerce,  which,  stretching  to  the  mines  of 
Mexico,  brings  back  the  perennial  supply  of  solid  money 
which  enriches  the  interior,  and  enables  New  Orleans 
to  purchase  the  vast  accumulation  of  agricultural  pro- 
duce of  which  she  is  the  emporium.  Wonderful  are 
the  workings  of  commerce,  and  more  apt  to  find  out  its 
own  proper  channels  by  its  own  operations  than  to  be 
guided  into  them  by  the  hand  of  legislation.  New  Or- 
leans now  is  what  the  Havana  once  was — ^the  entrepot  of 
the  Mexican  trade,  and  the  recipient  of  its  mineral 
wealth.  The  superficial  reader  of  commercial  statistics 
would  say  that  Mexico  but  slightly  encourages  our  do- 
mestic  industry;  that  she  takes  nothing  from  our  agricul- 
ture, «nd  but  little  from  our  manufi»etures.  On  the 
contrary,  the  close  observer  would  see  a  very  different 
picture.  He  would  see  the  products  of  our  soil  passing 
to  all  the  countries  of  Europe,  exchanging  into  fine 
fabrics,  and  these  returning  in  the  ships  of  many  nations, 
our  own  predominant,  to  the  city  of  New  Orleans;  and 
thence  going  off  in  small  Mexican  vessels  to  Metamoras, 
Tampico,  Vera  Cruz,  and  other  Mexican  ports.  The 
return  from  these  ports  is  in  the  precious  metals,  and, 
to  confine  myself  to  a  single  year,  as  a  sample  of  the 
whole,  it  may  be  stated  that,  of  the  ten  millions  and 
three  quarters  of  silver  coin  and  bullion  received  in  the 
United  States,  according  to  the  custom-house  returns 
during  the  last  year,  eight  millions  and  one  quarter  of  it 
came  from  Mexico  alone,  and  the  mass  of  it  through  the 
port  of  New  Orleans.  This  amount  of  treasure  is  not 
received  for  nothing,  nor,  as  it  would  seem  on  the  com- 
mercial tables,  for  foreign  fabrics  unconnected  with 
American  industry,  but,  in  reality,  for  domestic  proJuc- 
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tions  changed  into  foreign  fabrics,  and  giving  double 
employment  to  the  navigation  of  the  country.  New 
Orleans  has  taken  the  place  of  the  Havana;  it  has  become 
the  entrepot  of  this  trade;  and  many  circumstances,  not 
directed  by  law,  or  even  known  to  lawgivers, -have 
combined  to  produce  the  result.  First,  the  application 
of  steam  power  to  the  propulsion  of  vessels,  which,  in 
the  form  of  tow-boats^  has  given  to  a  river  city  a  prompt 
and  facile  communication  with  the  sea;  then  the  advan- 
tage of  fiill  and  assorted  cargoes,  which  brings  the  im- 
porting vessel  to  a  point  where  she  delivers  freight  for 
two  different  empires;  then  the  marked  advantage  of  a 
return  cargo,  with  cheap  and  abundant  supplies,  which 
are  always  found  in  the  grand  en>porium  of  the  great 
West;  then  the  discriminating  duties  in  Mexican  ports  in 
favor  of  Mexican  vessels,  which  makes  it  advantageous 
to  the  importer  to  stop  and  tranship  at  New  Orleans; 
finally,  our  enterprise,  our  police,  and  our  free  institu- 
tions, our  perfect  security,  under  just  laws,  for  life, 
liberty,  person  and  property.  These  circumstances,  un- 
directed by  Government,  and  without  the  knowledge  of 
Government,  have  given  to  New  Orleans  the  supreme 
advantage  of  being  the  entrepot  of  the  Jiexican  trade; 
and  have  presented  the  unparalleled  spectacle  of  the 
noblest  valley  in  the  world,  and  the  richest  mines  in  the 
world,  sending  their  respective  products  to  meet  each 
other  at  the  mouth  of  the  noblest  river  in  the  world; 
and  there  to  create,  in  lapse  of  time,  the  most  wonder- 
ful city  which  any  age  or  country  has  ever  beheld.  A 
look  upon  the  map  of  the  great  West,  and  a  tolerable 
capacity  to  calculate  the  aggregate  of  geographical  ad- 
vantages, must  impress  the  beholder  with  a  vast  opinion 
of  the  future  greatness  of  New  Orleans;  but  he  will  only 
look  upon  one  half  of  the  picture  unless  he  contem- 
plates this  new  branch  of  trade  which  is  making  the 
emporium  of  the  Mississippi  the  entrepot  of  Mexican 
commerce,  and  the  recipient  of  the  Mexican  mines,  and 
which,  though  now  so  great,  is  still  in  its  infancy.  Let 
not  Government  mar  a  consummation  so  auspicious  in 
its  aspect,  and  teeming  with  so  many  rich  and  precious 
results.  Let  no  unnecessary  collision  with  Mexico  in- 
terrupt our  commerce,  turn  back  the  streams  of  three 
hundred  mines  to  the  Havana,  and  give  a  wound  to  a 
noble  city  which  must  be  felt  to  the  head  spring  and 
source  of  every  stream  that  pours  its  tribute  into  the 
King  of  Floods. 

Thus  far  Mexico  has  no  cause  of  complaint.  The 
conduct  of  our  Government  has  been  that  of  rigorous 
neutrality.  The  present  motion  does  not  depart  from 
that  line  of  conduct;  for  the  proposed  recognition  is  not 
only  contingent  upon  the  de  fucto  Independence  of 
Texas,  but  it  follows  in  the  train,  and  conforms  to  the 
spirit,  of  the  actual  arrangements  of  the  President  Gen- 
eral, Santa  ^na,  for  the  complete  separation  of  the 
two  countries.  We  have  authentic  information  that  the 
President  General  has  agreed  to  an  armistice;  that  he 
has  directed  the  evacuation  of  the  country;  that  the 
Mexican  army  is  in  full  retreat;  that  the  Rio  Grande,  a 
limit  far  beyond  the  discovery  and  settlement  of  La 
Salle  in  1684,  Is  the  provisional  boundary;  and  that  ne- 
gotiations are  impending  for  the  establishment  of  peace 
on  the  basis  of  separation.  Mexico  has  had  the  advan- 
tage of  these  arrangements,  though  made  by  a  captive 
chief,  in  the  unmolested  retreat  and  happy  extrication 
of  her  troops  from  their  perilous  position.  Under  these 
circumstances,  it  can  be  no  infnngement  of  neutrality 
for  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  to  adopt  a  resolution 
fur  the  contingent  and  qualified  acknowledgment  of 
Texian  independence.  Even  after  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution,  it  will  remain  inoperative  upon  the  bands  of 
the  President  until  he  shall  have  the  satisfactory  infor- 
mation which  shall  enable  him  to  act  without  detriment 
to  any  interest,  and  without  infraction  of  any  Uw. 
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Even  without  the  armistice  and  provisional  treaty  with 
Santa  Anna,  I  look  upon  the  separation  of  the  two  coun- 
tries  as  being  in  the  fixed  order  of  events,  and  absolutely 
certain  to  take  place.  Texas  and  Mexico  are  not  formed 
for  union.  They  are  not  homog^eneous.  1  speak  of 
Texas  as  known  to  La  Salle,  the  bay  of  8t  Bernard— 
(Matagorda) — and  the  waters  which  belong  to  it,  being 
the  western  boundary.*  They  do  not  belong  to  the 
same  divisions  of  country,  nor  to  the  same  systems  of 
commerce,  nor  to  the  same  pursuits  of  business.  Tliey 
have  no  affinities — no  attractions — no  tendencies  to 
coalesce.  In  the  course  of  centuries,  and  while  Mexico 
has  extended  her  settlements  infinitely  further  in  other 
directions — to  the  head  of  the  Rio  Grande  in  the  north, 
and  to  the  mouth  of  the  San  Francisco,  in  the  northwest; 
yet  no  settlement  had  been  extended  ea^t,  along  the 
neighboring  coast  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  The  rich  and 
deep  cotton  and  sugar  lands  of  Texas,  though  at  the 
very  door  of  Mexico,  yet  requiring  the  application  of  a 
Ivborious  industry  to  make  them  productive,  have  pre- 
sented no  temptation  to  the  mining  and  pastoral  popula- 
tion of  that  empire.  For  ages  this  beautiful  agricultural 
and  planting  region  bad  lain  untouched.  Within  a  few 
years,  and  by  another  race,  its  settlement  has  begun;  and 
the  presence  of  this  race  has  not  smoothed,  but  increased, 
the  obstacles  to  union  presented  by  nature.  Sooner  or 
later,  separation  would  be  inevitable;  and  the  progress 
of  human  events  has  accelerated  the  operation  of  natural 
causes.  Goliad  has  torn  Texas  from  Mexico:  Goliad 
has  decreed  independence:  San  Jacinto  has  sealed  it! 
What  the  massacre  decreed,  the  victory  has  sealed;  and 

•  «« Louis  Xiy.,  who  had  the  ambition,  if  not  the  ge- 
nius of  a  great  king,  ordered  the  Minister  of  Marine,  the 
Marquis  de  Seigneley,  son  of  the  illustrious  Colbert,  to 
prepare  an  expedition  at  La  Rochelle,  destined  to  carry 
a  French  colony  to  Louisiana,  under  La  Salle.  •  •  • 
The  fleet  lef^  France  the  4th  of  July,  1684,  and  directed 
ita  course  towards  Hispaniola.  •  *  •  November 
the  25tb,  it  lef^  the  port  of  Petit  Goave,  and  the  27th  of 
December  found  itself  in  the  28th  degree  of  north  lati- 
tude, in  thirty  fathoms  water.  Directing  their  course 
west  northwest,  La  Salle  and  Beaujeu  perceived  land  on 
the  29;h,  and  found  themselves  in  six  fathoms  water. 
Continuing  along  the  coast  towards  the  west  northwest, 
he  sought  in  vain,  during  several  days,  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi.  *  ^  *  Then  La  Salle  took  the  resolution 
to  disembark  one  hundred  men,  and  gave  them  orders 
to  march  along  the  coast  until  they  should  arrive  at  the 
Mississippi.  He  confided  the  command  of  this  little 
troop  to  Joutel,  who  arrived  on  the  8th  of  January,  1685, 
on  the  banks  of  a  wide  river,  where  he  halted  for  the 
fleet,  which  quickly  appeared.  The  Joli  and  the  Belle 
passed  easily  over  the  bar;  but  the  Aimable  got  aground. 
*  *  *  In  the  course  of  his  explorations,  La  Salle 
discovered  the  bay  of  St.  Bernard,  where  he  built  a 
fort,  which  he  named  Fort  St.  Louis,  and  left  a  garrison 
of  one  hundred  men  imder  Morangies.  Several  rivers 
discharge  themselves  into  the  bay  of  St.  Bernard,  where 
a  colony  was  established.  *  •  •  The  15th  of  April 
La  Salle  discovered  a  riveri  on  which  be  saw  an  im- 
mense herd  of  horn  cattle,  (bufTaloes,)  which  be  named 
La  Riviere  des  Yaches,  (Cow  river.)  It  is  believed  to 
be  the  same  which  the  Spaniards  afterwards  called  Rio 
Colorado  de  Texas.  •  •  •  Commodious  houses 
were  built  at  the  bay  of  St.  Bernard,  the  ground  culti- 
vated with  care,  and  the  colonists  and  Indians  lived  in 
friendship  together.  •  •  •  Towards  the  end  of  the 
year  1687,  La  Salle  left  the  fort  to  go  over  land  to  Can- 
ada, and  was  assassinated,  March  19th,  1688,  on  the 
Arkansas  river,  by  some  of  his  own  people."  JEsscd 
Historique  8ur  la  Louiaianet  par  Char  let  Gayarrt. — Note 
hy  Mr,  £. 


the  day  of  the  martyrdom  of  prisoners  must  forever  be 
regsrded  as  the  day  of  disunion  between  Texas  and 
Mexico.  1  speak  of  it  politically,  not  morally;  that  mas- 
sacre was  a  great  political  blunder,  a  miscaleuiation,  an 
error,  and  a  mistake.  It  was  expected  to  put  an  end  to 
resistance,  to  subdue  rebellion,  to  drown  revolt  in  blood, 
and  to  extinguish  aid  in  terror.  On  the  contrary,  it  bas 
given  life  and  invincibility  to  the  cause  of  Texas.  It  has 
fired  the  souls  of  her  own  citiaens,  and  imparted  to  their 
courage  the  energies  of  revenge  and  despair.  It  has 
given  to  her  the  sympathies  and  the  commiaeratjon  of 
the  civilized  world.  It  has  given  her  men  and  money, 
and  claims  upon  the  aid  and  a  hold  upon  the  sensibilitiet 
of  the  human  race.  If  the  struggle  goes  on,  not  only 
our  America,  but  Europe  will  send  its  chivalry  to  join 
in  the  contest.  I  repeat  it;  that  cruel  morning  of  the 
Alamo,  and  tliat  black  day  of  Goliad,  were  great  political 
faults.  The  blood  of  the  martyr  is  the  seed  of  the 
church.  The  blood  of  slaughtered  patriots  is  the  dragon's 
teeth  sown  upon  the  earth,  from  which  heroes,  full 
grown  and  armed,  leap  into  life,  and  ruah  into  battle. 
Of\en  will  the  Mexican,  guiltless  of  that  blood,  feel  tae 
Anglo-American  steel  for  the  deed  of  that  day,  if  this 
war  continues.  Many  were  the  innocent  at  San  Jacinio, 
whose  cries,  in  broken  Spaniah,  abjuring  Goliad  and  the 
Alamo,  could  not  save  their  devoted  lires  from  the 
avenging  remembrance  of  the  slaughtered  garrison  and 
the  massacred  prisoners. 

Unhappy  day,  forever  to  be  deplored,  that  Sunday 
morning,  March  6,  1836,  when  the  undaunted  garrison 
of  the  Alamo,  victorious  in  so  many  assaults  over  twenty 
times  their  number,  perished  to  the  last  man  by  the 
hands  of  those,  part  of  whom  tkrey  had  released  oa  pa- 
role two  months  before,  leaving  not  one  to  tell  how  they 
first  dealt  out  to  multitudes  that  death  which  they  them- 
selves finally  received.  Unhappy  day,  that  Palm  Sun- 
day, March  27,  when  the  five  hundred  and  twelve  pris- 
oners at  Goliad,  issuing  from  the  sally  port  at  dawn  of 
day,  one  by  one,  under  the  cruel  delusion  of  a  return  to 
their  families,  found  themselves  enveloped  in  double 
files  of  cavalry  and  infantry,  marched  to  a  spot  fit  for 
the  perpetration  of  the  horrid  deed — and  there,  without 
aiS  instant  to  think  of  parents,  country,  friends,  and  God, 
in  the  midst  of  the  consternation  of  terror  and  surprise, 
were  inhumanly  set  upon,  and  pitilessly  put  to  death,  in 
spite  of  those  moving  cries  which  reached  to  heaven,  and 
regardless  of  those  supplicating  hands,  stretched  forth  for 
mercy,  from  which  arms  had  been  taken,  under  the 
perfidious  forms  of  a  capitulation.  Five  hundred  and 
six  perished  that  morning — ^young,  vigorous,  brave,  sons 
of  respectable  families,  and  the  pride  of  many  a  parent's 
hearf^— and  their  bleeding  bodies,  torn  with  wounds  and 
many  yet  alive,  were  thrown  in  heaps  upon  vast^res, 
for  the  flames  to  consume  what  the  steel  had  mangled. 
Six  only  escaped,  and  not  by  mercy,  but  by  miracles. 
And  this  was  the  work  of  man  upon  bis  brother;  of 
Christian  upon  Christian;  of  those  upon  those  who  adore 
the  same  God,  invoke  the  same  heavenly  benediction, 
and  draw  precepts  of  charity  and  mercy  from  the  same 
divine  fountain.  Accursed  be  the  ground  on  which  the 
dreadful  deed  was  done!  Steril,  and  set  apart,  let  it 
forever  be!  No  fruitful  cultivation  should  ever  enrich  it; 
no  joyful  edifice  should  ever  adorn  it;  but  shut  up,  and 
closed  by  gloomy  walls,  the  mournful  cypress,  the  weep- 
ing willow,  and  the  inscriptive  monument,  should  for- 
ever attest  the  foul  deed  of  which  it  was  the  scene,  and 
invoke  from  every  passenger  the  throb  of  pity  for  the 
slain,  and  the  start  of  horror  for  the  slayer.  And  you, 
neglected  victims  of  the  Old  Mission  and  of  San  Patricio, 
shall  you  be  forgotten  because  your  numbers  were  few- 
er,  and  your  hapless  fate  more  concealed?  No!  but  to 
you  als6  justice  shall  be  done.  One  common  fate  befel 
you  all;  one  common  memorial  shall  perpetuate  your 
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niifnea,  and  embalm  your  memories.  Inexorable  history 
will  stt  in  judgment  upon  all  concerned,  and  will  reject  the 
plea  of  Government  orders,  even  if  those  orders  emanated 
from  the  Government,  instead  of  beinjir  dictated  to  it. 
The  French  National  Convention,  in  1793,  ordered  all 
the  English  prisoners  who  should  be  taken  in  battle  tn 
be  put  to  death.  The  French  armies  refused  to  exe- 
cute the  decree.  They  answered  that  French  soldiers 
were  the  protectors,  not  the  assassins  of  prisoners;  and 
all  France,  all  Europe,  the  whole  civilized  world,  ap- 
plauded the  noble  reply. 

But  let  us  not  forget  that  there  is  some  relief  to  this 
black  and  bloody  picture — some  alleviation  to  the  hor- 
ror of  its  appalling  features.  There  was  humanity,  as 
well  as  cruelty,  at  Goliad — humanity  to  deplore  what 
it  could  not  prevent.  The  letter  of  Colonel  Fernandez 
does  honor  to  the  human  heart.  Doubtless  many  other 
officers  felt  and  mourned  like  him,  and  spent  the  day 
in  unavailing  regrets.  The  ladies,  Losero  and  others, 
of  Metamoras,  saving  the  doomed  victims  in  that  city, 
from^  day  to  day,  by  their  intercessions,  appear  like  min- 
istering angels.  Several  public  journals,  and  many  in- 
dividuals, in  Mexico,  have  given  vent  to  feelings  worthy 
of  Christians,  and  of  the  civilization  of  the  aget  and  the 
poor  woman  on  the  Guadaloupe,  who  succored  and 
saved  the  young  Georgian,  (Hadaway,)  how  nobly  she 
appears.  He  was  one  of  the  few  that  escaped  the  fate 
of  the  Georgia  battalion  sent  to  the  Old  Mission.  Over- 
powered by  famine  and  despair,  without  arms  and  with- 
out comrades^  he  entered  a  solitary  house  filled  with 
Mexican  soldiers  hunting  the  fugitives  of  his  party.  His 
action  amazed  themi  and,  thinking  it  a  snare,  they  step- 
ped out  to  look  for  the  armed  body  of  which  he  was 
supposed  to  be  the  decoy.  In  that  instant  food  was 
given  him  by  the  humane  woman,  and  instant  flight  to 
the  swamp  was  pointed  out.  He  fled,  receiving  the 
•fire  of  many  guns  as  he  went;  and,  escaping  the  perils 
of  the  way,  the  hazards  of  battle  at  San  Jacinto,  where 
he  fnught,  and  of  Indian  massacre  in  the  Creek  nation, 
when  the  two  stages  were  taken  and  part  of  his  travel- 
ling companions  killed,  he  lives  to  publish  in  America 
that  instance  of  devoted  humanity  in  the  poor  woman  of 
the  Guadaloupe.  Such  acts  as  all  these  deserve  to  be 
commemorated.  They  relieve  the  revolting  picture  of 
military  barbarity — soften  the  resentments  of  nations — 
and  redeem  a  people  from  the  offence  of  individuals. 

Great  is  the  mistake  which  has  prevailed  in  Mexico, 
and  in  some  parts  of  the  United  States,  on  ^e  character 
of  the  population  which  has  gone  to  Texas.  It  has 
been  common  to  disparage  and  to  stigmatize  them. 
Nothing  could  be  more  unjust;  and,  speaking  from 
knowledge,  either  personally  or  well  acquired,  (for  it 
falls  to  my  lot  to  know,  either  from  actual  aeqiutintance 
or  good  information,  the  mass  of  its  inhabitants, )  I  can 
vindicate  them  from  erroneous  imputations,  ml  place 
their  conduct  and  character  on  the  honorable  ground 
which  they  deserve  to  occupy.  The  founder  of  the  Tex- 
ian  colony  was  Mr.  Moses  Austin,  a  respectable  and  en- 
terprising native  of  Connecticut,  and  largely  engaged  in 
the  lead  Mines  of  Upper  Louisiana  when  I  went  to  the 
Territory  of  Blissouri  in  1815.  The  present  head  of 
the  colony,  his  son,  Mr.  Stephen  F.  Austin,  then  a  very 
young  roan,  was  a  member  of  the  Territorial  Legisla- 
ture, distinguished  for  liis  intelligence,  business  habits, 
and  gentlemanly  conduct.  Among  the  grantees  we  dis- 
tinguish the  name  of  Robertson,  son  of  the  patriarchal 
founder  and  first  settler  of  West  Tennewce.  Of  the 
body  of  the  emigrants,  most  of  them  are  heads  of  fami- 
lies or  enterprising  young  men,  gone  to  better  their 
condition  by  receiving  grants  of  fine  land  in  a  fine  cli- 
mate, and  to  continue  to  live  under  the  republican  form 
of  Government  to  which  they  had  been  accustomed. 
There  aits  ooe  of  theroi  (pointing  to  Mr.  Caraoni  late 


member  of  Congress  from  North  Carolina,  and  now 
Secretary  of  State  for  Texas.)  We  all  know  him;  our 
greetings  on  his  appearance  in  this  chamber  attest  our 
respect;  and  such  as  we  know  him  to  be,  so  do  T  know 
the  multitude  of  those  to  be  who  have  gone  to  Texas. 
They  have  g^ne,  not  as  intruders,  but  as  grantees;  and 
to  become  a  barrier  between  the  Mexicans  and  the  ma- 
rauding Indians  who  infested  their  borders. 

Heartless  is  the  calumny  invented  and  propagated, 
not  from  this  floor,  but  elsewhere,  on  the  cause  of  the 
Texian  revolt.     It  is  said  to  be  a  war  for  the  extension 
of  slavery.     Tt  had  as  well  be  said  that  our  own  Revolu- 
tion was  a  war  for  the  extension  of  slavery.     So  far  from 
it,  that  no  revolt,  not  even  our  own,  ever  had  a  more 
just  and  a  more  sacred  origin.     The  settlers  in  Texas 
went  to  live  under  the  form  of  Government  which  they 
had  left  behind  in  the   United  States— a  Government 
which  extends  so  many  guarantees  for  life,  liberty,  prop* 
erty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness,  and  whicm   their 
American  and  English  ancestors  had  vindicated  for  so 
many  hundred  years.     A  sucoession  of  violent  changes 
in  Government,'  and  the  rapid  overthrow  of  rulers,  an- 
noyed and  distressed  them;  but  they  remained  tranquil 
under  every  violence  which  did  not  immediately  bear 
on  themselves.     In  1822  the  republic  of  1821  was  su- 
perseded  by  the  imperial  diadem  of  Iturbide.     In  1823 
he  was  deposed  and  banished,  returned  and  was  shot, 
and  Victoria  made  President.     Mentuno  and  Bravo  dis- 
puted the  presidency  with  Victoria,  and  found,  in  ban- 
ishment, the  mildest  issue  known  to  unsuccessful  civil 
war.     Pedraza  was  elected  in  1828;  Guerrero  overthrew 
him  the  next  year.     Then  Bustamente  overthrew  Guer« 
rero;  and,  quickly,  Santa  Anna  overthrew  Bustamente, 
and,  with  him,  all  the  forms  of  the  constitution,  and 
the  whole  frame  of  the  federative  Government.    By  hie 
own  will,  and  by  force,  Santa  Anna  dissolved  the  exist- 
ing Congress,  convened  another,  formed  the  two  Houses 
into  one,  called  it  a  convention,  and  made  it  the  instru- 
ment for  deposing,  without  trial,  the  constitutional  Vice 
President,   Gomez    Farias,  putting  Barragan  into  his 
place,  annihilating  the  State  Governments,  and  estab- 
lishing a  consolidated  Government,  of  which  he  was 
monarch  under  the  retained  republican  title  of  Presi- 
dent.     Still  the  Texians  did  not  take  up  arms:  they 
did  not  acquiesce,  but  they  did  not  revolt    They  re* 
tained  their  State  Government  in  operation,  and  looked 
to  the  other  States,  older  and  more  powerful  than  Tex- 
as, to  vindicate  the  general  cause,  and  to  re-establish 
the  federal  constitution  of  1824.     In  September,  1835, 
this  was  still  her  position.     In  that  month  a  Mexican 
armed  vessel  appeared  off  the  coast  of  Texas,  and  de- 
clared her  ports  blockaded.     At  the  same  time  General 
Cos  appeared  in  the  west  with  an  army  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred men,  with  orders  to  arrest  the  State  authorities, 
to  disarm  the  inhabitants,  leaving  one  gun  to  every  five 
hundred  souls,  and  to  reduce  the  State  to  unconditional 
submission.     Gonzales  was  the  selected  point  for  the 
commencement  of  the  execution  of  these  orders;  and 
the  first  thing  was  the  arms,  those  trusty  rifles  which 
the  settlers  had  brought  with  them  from  the  United 
States,  which  were  their  defence  against  savage^  theip 
resource  for  game,  and  the  guard  wliich  converted  their 
houses  into  ca&tles  stronger  than  those   *<  which  the 
King  cannot  enter."    A  detachment  of  General  Cos's 
army  appeared  at  the  village  of  Gonzales  on  the  28th 
of  September,  snd  demanded  the  arms  of  the  inhabit<t 
ants)  it  was  the  same  demand,  and  for  the  same  purt 
pose,  which  the  British  detachment  under  Major  Pit^ 
cairn    had  made  at   Lexington,  on   the  19th  of  April, 
1775.     It  was  the  same  demand!  and  the  same  anawe|i 
was  given— resistance — battle — victory!  for  the  Amerin 
can  blood  was  at  Gonzales  as  it  had  been  at  Lexington i 
and  between  using  their  arms  and  surrendering  their 
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arms,  that  blood  can  never  hesitate.  Then  followed 
the  rapid  succeasion  of  brilliant  eventSi  which,  in  two 
months,  left  Texaa  without  an  armed  enemy  in  her  bor- 
ders, and  the  strong  forts  of  Goliad  and  the  Alamo,  with 
their  {^rrisons  and  cannon,  the  almost  bloodless  prizes 
of  a  few  hundred  Texian  rifles.  Ifiis  was  the  origin 
of  the  revolt;  and  a  calumny  more  heartless  can  never 
be  imagined  than  that  which  would  convert  this  just 
«nd  holy  defence  of  life,  liberty,  and  property,  into  an 
aggression  for  the  extension  of  slavery. 
'  Just  in  its  origin,  valiant  and  humane  in  its  conduct, 
aacred  in  its  object,  the  Texian  revolt  has  illustrated 
the  Anglo-Saxon  character,  and  given  it  new  titles  to  the 
respect  and  admiration  of  the  world. 

It  shows  that  liberty,  justice,  valor — moral,  physical, 
and  intellectual  power — discriminate  that  race  wherever 
it  goes.     Let4>ur  America  rejoice,  let  Old  England  re- 
joice, that  the  Braasos  and  Colorado,  new  and  strange 
names—- streams  far  beyond  the  western  bank  of  the  Fa- 
ther of  Floods— -have  felt  the  impress  and  witnessed  the 
•exploits  of  a  people  sprung  from  their  loins,  and  carry- 
ing their  language,  laws,  and  customs,  their  magna 
dwtta  and  its  glorious  privileges,  into  new  regions  and 
far  distant  climes.     Of  the  individuals  who  have  pur- 
chased lasting  renown  in  this  young  war,  it  would  be 
impossible,  in  this  place,  to  speak  in  detail,  and  invidi^ 
ous  to  discriminate!  but  there  is  one  among  them  whose 
position  forms  an  exception,  and  whose  early  associa- 
tion with  myself  justifies  and  claims  the  tribute  of  a  par- 
ticular notice.     I  speak  of  him  whose  romantic  victory 
has  given  to  the  Jacinto*  that  immortality  in  grave  and 
serious  history  which  the  diskos  of  Apollo  had  given  to 
it  in  the  fabuloua  pages  of  the  heathen  mythology. 
General  Houston  was  bom  in  the  State  of  Virginia, 
county  of  Rockbridge;  he  was  appointed  an  ensign  in 
the  army  of  the  United  States  during  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  and  served  in  the  Creek  campaign  under 
the  banners  of  Jackson.    I  waa  the  lieutenant  colonel 
of  the  regiment  to  which  he  belonged,  and  the  first 
field  officer  to  whom  he  reported.    I  then  marked  in 
him  the  same  soldierly  and  gentlemanly  qualities  which 
have  since   distinguished  his  eventful  career:   frank, 
generous,  brave — ready  to  do,  or  to  suffer,  whatever 
the  obligations  of  civil  or  military  duty  imposed;  and 
always  prompt  to  answer  the  rail  of  honor,  patriotism, 
and  friendship.     Sincerely  do  I  rejoice  in  his  victory. 
It  is  a  victory  without  alloy,  and  without  parallel,  except 
at  New  Orleans.    It  is  a  victory  which  the  civilization  of 
the  age,  and  the  honor  of  the  human  race,  required 
him  to  gain;  for  the  nineteenth  century  is  not  the  age 
in  which  a  repetition  of  the  Goliad  matins  could  be  en- 
dured.   Nobly  has  he  answered  the  requisition;  fresh 
and  luxuriant  are  the  laurels  which  adorn  his  brow. 
•   It  is  not  within  the  scope  of  my  present  purpose  to 
speak  of  military  events,  and  to  celebrate  the  exploits 
of  that  vanguard  of  the  Anglo-Saxons  who  are  now  on 
the  confines  of  the  ancient  empire  of  Montezuma;  but 
that  combat  of  the  San  Jacinto-!  it  must  forever  remain 
in  the  catalogue  of  military  miracles.     Seven  hundred 
and  fifty  citizens,  miscellaneously  armed  with  rifles, 
muskets,  belt  pistols,  and  knives,  under  a  leader  who 
had  never  seen  service,  except  as  a  subaltern,  march  to 
attack  near  double  their  numbers — march  in  open  day 
across  a  clear  prairie,  to  attack  upwards  of  twelve  hun- 
dred veterans,  the  elite  of  an  invading  army  of  seven 
thousand,  posted  in  a  wood,  their  flanks  secured,  front 
intrenched,  and   commanded  by  a  general  trained  in 
civil  wars,  victorious  in  numberless  battles,  and  chief  of 
an  empire  of  which  no  man  becomes  chief  except  as 
conqueror.    In  twenty  minutes  the  position  is  forced. 
The  combat  becomes  a  carnage.   The  flowery  prairie  is 
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stained  with  blood;  the  byadoth  is  no  longer  blue,  but 
scarlet.  Six  hundred  Mexicans  are  dead;  alx  haodred 
more  are  prisoners,  half  wounded;  the  Preaident  Gene- 
ral himself  is  a  priaoner;  the  camp  and  baggage  all  ta^ 
ken;  and  the  loss  to  the  victors,  six  killed  and  tveniy 
wounded.  Such  are  the  residta,  and  which  no  Eitrope- 
an  can  believe,  but  those  who  saw  Jackson  at  New  Or- 
leans. Houston  ia  the  pupil  of  Jacksont  and  be  la  the 
first  self-made  general,  nnce  the  time  of  Mark  Antcmy, 
and  the  King  Antigonus,  who  baa  taken  the  general  of 
the  army  and  the  head  of  the  Government  captive  in 
battle.  Different  from  Antony,  he  baa  spared  the  life 
of  his  captive,  though  forfeited  by  every  law,  huBBan 
and  divine, 

I  voted  in  1831  to  acknowledge  the  absolute  inde- 
pendence of  Mexico;  I  vote  now  to  recogniae  the  con- 
tingent and  expected  independence  of  Texas.  In  both 
cases  the  vote  is  given  upon  the  same  principle^— upon 
the  principle  of  disjunction  where  conjunction  ia  impos- 
sible or  disastrous.  The  union  of  lle»oo  and  Spvn 
had  become  impossible;  that  of  Mexico  and  Texas  is  no 
longer  desirable  or  poanble.  A  more  fatal  present 
could  not  be  made  than  that  of  the  future  incorp<M«f  ion 
of  the  Texaa  of  La  Salle  with  the  ancient  empire  of 
Montezuma.  They  could  not  live  together,  and  exter- 
mination is  not  the  genius  of  tlie  age;  and,  bemdea,  is 
more  easily  talked  of  than  done.  Bloodshed  only  could 
be  the  fruit  of  their  conjunction;  and  eveiy  drop  of  tliat 
blood  would  be  the  dragon'a  teeth  sown  upon  the  earth. 
No  wise  Mexican  should  wish  to  have  this  Trojan  horse 
shut  up  within  their  walla. 

The  debate  waa  further  continued  by  Mr.  PRESTOK, 
who  asked  for  the  yeaa  and  nays  on  the  resolution; 
which  were  ordered,  and  the  queation  being  taken,  was 
decided  as  follows: 

Teas — Messrs.  Bayard,  BentoOf  Black,  Buehanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Swing  of  Illi- 
nois, Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough,  Grundy,  Hendricks, 
Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  King  ol  Georgia,  Leigh,  Linn, 
Mangum,  Moore,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Page,  Porter,  Pres- 
ton, Rives,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Buggies,  Southard, 
Swif>,  Tallmadge,  Tomlinson*  Walker,  Wall,  Webster, 
White,  Wright— 39. 

So  the  reaolution  v'as  unanimously  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SWIFT,  the  Senate  agreed  to  take 
a  recess  from  3  to  5  o'clock. 

Af\er  taking  up  and  going  through  with  several  bills. 

The  Senate  took  a  recess  until  5  o'clock. 

Evxiriao  Sxssiov. 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr.  WHITE,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
reported  the  bill  from  the  Houae  making  appropriations 
for  carrying  into  eflfeot  certain  Indian  treaties,  with 
amendments. 

The  bill  was  taken  up,  and,  af^er  some  discussion  be 
tween  Mr.  WHITE  and  Mr.  WEBSTER,  the  amend- 
ments were  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

FORTIFICATIONS. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  fortifications  was 
received  from  the  House,  with  a  message  concurring  in 
one  amendment,  and  non-concurring  in  the  other. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  the  Senate  receded 
from  the  amendments  which  had  not  received  the  con- 
currence of  the  House. 

DELAWARE  BREAKWATER. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  making  additional  appro- 
priations for  the  Delaware  breakwater,  &c. 

Tliere  was  a  discussion  on  this  bill,  in  which  Mr.  DA- 
VIS, Mr.  MANGUM,  Mr.  BUCHANAN<  Mr.  WALK- 
ER, Mr.  PRESTON,  Mr.  PORTER,  Mr.  LINN,  Mr. 
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MOORE,  Mr.  CALHOUN,  Mr.  WEBSTER,  Mr. 
LEIGH,  Mr.  WRIGHT,  and  Mr.  SOUTHARD,  took 
part. 

The  Committee  on  Commerce  had  reduced  the  amount 
of  appropriations  in  this  bill  one  third  from  that  which 
had  passed  the  House. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
reduction  made  by  the  committee  of  the  appropriation 
for  Newcastle  harbor,  in  order  that  he  and  his  colleague 
might  record  their  votes  against  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered,  the  question  was 
taken,  and  decided  in  favor  of  the  reduction:  Yeas  22, 
nays  5. 

The  other  amendments  of  the  committee  were  con- 
curred in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  the  bill  was  amended  by 
the  addition  of  an  appropriation  of  ^0,000  for  surveys, 
under  an  existing  law  of  Congress. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  by  the  following  vote: 

Ymas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clayton,  Davi?,  Ewing  of 
Ohio,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Goldsborough,  Hendricks,  King 
of  Alabama,  Linn,  Niles,  Page,  Bobbins,  Robinson, 
Southard,  SwiA,  Tallmadge,  Tomlinson,  Wall,  Webster, 
Wright— 20. 

Nats — Messrs.  Calhoun,  King  of  Georgia,  Leigh, 
Walker,  White— 5. 

At  half  past  one,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Saturdat,  Jult  2. 
ABOLITION  PETITIONS. 

Mr.  MORRIS  remarked  that  it  was  well  known  that 
he  had  had  in  his  possession  during  the  session  several 
abolition  petitions,  which,  for  reasons  heretofore  given 
by  him,  he  had  failed  to  present.  He  now  asked  leave 
to  present  them,  and  moved  that  they  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  WALKER  demanded  the  question  as  to  the  re- 
ception of  the  memorials;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  W.,  this 
question  was  laid  on  the  table. 

PENSION  BILL. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  to  grant 
half  pay  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who  have 
died,  or  may  hereafter  die,  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  PRESTON  opposed  the  motion. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question;  which  were  ordered,  and  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative:  Yeas  18,  nays  15,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Cuthbert,  Ewing 
of  Illinois,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  King  of  Alabama,  King 
of  Georgia,  Linn,  Nicholas,  Robinson,  Southard,  Tall- 
madge, Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Wall,  Webster,  White — 18. 

Nats — Messrs.  Black,  Calhoun,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Golds- 
borough,  Kent,  Leigh,  Mangum,  Moore,  Porter,  Pres- 
ton, Bobbins,  Ruggles,  Swift,  Walker,  Wright— 15. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  explained  and  advocated  the  bill. 

Mr.  PRESTON  opposed  it,  as  extending  the  pension 
system  to  an  enormous  and  alarming  degree. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  CALHOUN  and 
KING  of  Georgia,  who  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  con- 
fining its  benefits  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those 
who  have  died  or  may  die  of  wounds  actually  received 
in  service,  or  who  have  been  killed  or  may  be  killed  in 
action. 

After  a  debate  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  submitted  a  further  amendment,  em- 
bracing the  widows  and  children  of  certain  revolutionary 
pensioners  who  have  died  since  March,  1831;  and  an 
aipendmeht  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  to 
provide  for  widows  of  revolutionary  officers  and  soldiers 


who  were  married  during  the  war  and  who  have  remain- 
ed widows  since;  which  amendments  were  agreed  tOf 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

DELAWARE  BREAKWATER. 

The  bill  making  additional  appropriations  for  comple- 
ting the  Delaware  breakwater,  and  for  the  improvement 
of  certain  harbors,  and  for  removing  obstructions  in  cer- 
tain rivers,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed:  Yeas  25, 
nays  12,  as  follows: 

YEASx-Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cuthbert, 
Davis,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough, 
Grundy,  Hendricks,  King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Niles,  Page, 
Bobbins,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Southard,  Swift,  Tall- 
madge, Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Wall,  Webster,  Wright— 25.' 

Nats — Messrs.  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  King  of  Geor- 
gia, Leigh,  Mangum,  Nicholas,  Porter,  Preston,  Rives, 
Walker,  White— 12. 

DEFENCE  OF  THE  FRONTIER. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  better  protection  of  the 
western  frontier  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  a  few  words  in  opposition  to  the 
bill,  and  proposed  laying  it  on  the  table,  that  the  sub- 
ject might  be  taken  up  next  winter,  when  they  would 
be  in  possession  of  the  estimates  and  surveys  for  the 
military  road  contemplated. 

Mr.  LINN  and  Mr.  BENTON  severally  addressed  the 
Senate  in  support  of  the  bill;  after  which  it  was  ordered 
to  a  third  reading,  and  subsequently  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

LIGHTHOUSE  BILL. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
made  a  report  on  the  bill  from  the  House  making  appro- 
priations for  lighthouses,  &c.,  referred  to  that  committee 
^esterdav.  The  report  states  that,  in  so  short  a  period 
as  that  allowed  to  them,  it  had  been  found  impossible  to 
give  to  the  bill  that  examination  which  its  importance 
required!  and,  although  there  are  many  useful  objects 
which  must  suffer,  the  committee  find  themselves  com- 
pelled to  return  the  bill,  for  the  Senate  to  make  such 
disposition  of  it  as  may  be  thought  desirable. 

HARBOR  BILL. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  re- 
ported the  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  har- 
bors, &c.,  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill. 

The  amendments  reported  from  the  committee  were 
considered  and  agreed  to. 

On  the  amendment  striking  out  the  appropriation  of 
^8,000  for  the  improvement  of  Chagrin  river,  and  of 
$20,000  for  the  improvement  of  the  mouth  of  Maumee 
river,  Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  resisted  the  striking  out; 
but  the  amendment  was  agreed  to:  Ayes  23,  noes  not 
counted. 

Some  discussion  ensued,  in  which  Mr.  DAVIS,  Mr. 
CALHOUN,  Mr.  WEBSTER,  and  Mr.  NILES,  took 
part,  until  3  o'clock,  when  the  Senate  took  a  recess  till 
5  o'clock. 

EvairiHa  Sassioir. 

HARBOR  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  (he  bill  ma- 
king appropriations  for  harbors,  &c. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  moved  to  strike  out  the  appropria- 
tion for  an  ice-breaker,  &c.,  on  Staten  Island. 

The  amendment  was  negatived:  Ayes  14,  noes  15. 

Mr.  PRESTON  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  the  appropriation  of  $20,000  for  deepening  the  har- 
bor of  Baltimore. 

Mr.  GOLDSBOROUGH  and  Mr.  KENT  defended 
the  appropriation. 
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Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  laid  he  might  be  disposed  to 
go  somewhat  at  length  into  the  subject  of  the  biU,  had 
not  the  most  important  principles  connected  with  it 
already  been  very  fully  discussed.  As  we  were  pressed 
for  time,  his  principal  object  was  to  give  to  the  Senate 
the  history  of  our  legislatiun  upon  the  subject  of  harbors, 
more  in  detail  than  had  been  presented,  by  which  it 
would  be  seen  that  gentlemen  were  greatly  mistaken 
when  they  supposed  that  this  system  had  age  to  recom- 
mend it.  He  was  astonished  at  the  mistake  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Fennsylvania,  [Mr.  Bucbahajt,]  and  the  Sena- 
tor from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Wxbstbb,]  who  had  stated 
that  we  were  only  pursuing  the  policy  adopted  by  the 
Government  from  the  date  of  the  constitution. 

Congress  had  passed  an  act  in  1789,  to  pay  the  ex- 
penses of  keeping  in  repair  such  lighthouses,  buoys, 
beacons,  public  piers,  &c.,  as  the  States  might  cede  to 
the  General  Government.  Some  cessions  were  made, 
and  the  statute  had  been  executed  at  a  very  trifling  ex- 
pense, for  the  system  of  jobbing  had  not  been  encoura- 
ged by  the  State  Governments,  which  had  only  construct- 
ed such  works  as  were  of  some  utility. 

But  on  the  passage  of  this  act  did  we  find  States,  com- 
mercial cities,  corporations,  villages,  and  private  specu- 
lating companies,  pouring  in  upon  Congress  to  improve 
their  harbors,  and  make  new  ones,  at  the  common  ex- 
pense of  the  nation^  Not  so.  They  never  dreamed  of 
tuch  a  thing.  Such  works  had  been  constructed  at  the 
expense  of  those  who  were  benefited  by  them,  and  it 
never  occurred  to  any  body  that  such  works  should  be 
constructed  at  the  national  cost.  Until  recently,  a  sys- 
tem had  been  introduced  resulting  in  benefits  entirely 
local,  building  up  cities  and  enriching  individuaU  at  the 
cost  of  the  Government. 

He  had  drawn  off,  he  said,  a  statement  which  would 
show  how  far  Senators  were  in  error  when  they  sup- 
posed this  system  had  commenced  with  the  Government. 
The  first  appropriation  which  be  had  been  able  to  find 
for  such  objects  as  those  contained  in  the  bill  was  in 
1816.  Mr.  K.  then  read  to  tlie  Senate  the  following 
statement  of  appropriations  made  for  harbors  by  the 
General  Government: 

Appropriaiiona  for  surveys^  karborsg  and  rivers. 


1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 
1826 
1827 


$30,000 


2,500 
11,500 

6,500 

40,000 

57,085 

133,505 

41,850 

$322,000 


Here  was  a  little  upwards  of  three  hundred  thourand 
dollars  appropriated  by  the  Government  between  1789 
and  1828,  and  not  one  dollar  had  been  appropriated  for 
these  objects  for  twenty-seven  years  after  the  adoption 
of  the  constitutJont  yet  some  shrewd  patriots  had  all  at 
once  discovered  that  the  commerce  of  the  country  would 
be  ruined,  unless  two  or  three  millions  per  annum  should 
be  appropriated  by  the  Onvernment  for  these  local  and 
partial  purposes.  Mr.  K.  continued  the  statement. 
He  said  in  1828  the  breakwater  was  commenced,  and 
$250,000  was  appropriated  for  that  purpose,  and  some- 
thing for  other  objects,  as  follows: 


$317,402 
10,181 

671,000 
641,300 
457,256 
458.056 


1828  (including  $250,000  for  Dela- 

ware breakwater,  ^ - 

1829  .... 

1830  .... 

1831  -  .  .  - 

1832  .... 

1833  .  -  .  - 
1834-5        .            -            .            - 

Thus  the  history  of  this  harbor-making  would  be  seen. 
It  never  commenced  till  1816,  when  a  smalt  appropria- 
tion of  $30,000  was  made.     Was  that  a  precedent  so 
popular  as  to  be  immediately  followed  up?     No;  Con- 
gress seemed  so  alarmed  at  that  small  transgression,  tint 
nothing  more  was  appropriated  until  1821,  when  the 
small  sum  of  $2,500  only  was  appropriated,  and  the  ap- 
propriations continued  to  be  trifling,  and  principally  for 
old  works,  except  the  Delaware  breakwater,  till  1832, 
a  year  which  would  be  long  remembered  by  the  political 
economist  of  this  country,  as  one  in  which  a  premium  vss 
offered  to  any  one  who  could  suggest  the  best  means  oi 
squandering  the  public  money.     From  that  time  the  ap- 
propriations had  averaged  about  half  a  million,  till  this 
year.     Thi«  year,  said  he,  we  had  sent  to  us  bills  from 
the  House  for  near  three  millions,  including  Hghthotises, 
and  upwards  of  two  millions  for  harbors  alone.  The  bill 
for  new  works,  then  before  the  Senate  as  sent  from  the 
House,  was  near  a  million,  and,  by'an  estimate  made  by 
the  intelligent  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  in  the  House,  was  the  commencement  only  of  an 
expenditure  of  at  least  ten  millions  on  the  new  works 
proposed.    He  thought  the  expenditure  would  be  roucli 
more,  and,  from  past  experience  in  such  works,  the  pro- 
posed new  works  would  cost  thirty  millions}  for  it  was  a 
singular  fact,  that  this  local  jobbing,  once  commenced, 
was  almost  interminable;  and  some  works  had  cost  annu- 
ally, for  many  years,  as  much  as  the  first  estimate,  and 
the  estimated  cost  of  completion  more  than  the  original 
estimate.     It  would  always  be  so,  when  we  undertook 
to  war  against  nature,  and  make  harbors  where  God 
never  intended  them,  or  to  appropriate  money  merely  to 
give  a  job  by  its  expenditure.     This  vast  expenditure 
was  almost  entirely  confined  to  one  section  of  the  coun- 
try, and  was  drawn  from  the  Treasury  by  local  combi- 
nations for  no  national  purpose.     It  could  not  be  borne 
by  the  people  generally,  wiien  understood.     H*  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  session  were  an  earnest  of  what  we  had 
to  expect  in  future,  he  looked  upon  the  subject  as  one 
of  the  most  important  that  had  ever  agitated  the  councils 
of  the  country.     Hiere  was  nothing  national  in  it,  and 
the  tariff  was  a  blessinj;  to  the  South,  when  cimipared 
with  it.     The  tariff  benefited  large  communities,  and 
however  onerous,  was  national  and  patriotic  in  its  origin, 
and  the  patriotic  of  every  section  of  the  country  were 
disposed  to  forbear  long  with  those  who  struggled  to 
maintain  interests  that  had  grown  up  under  it.     But  this 
was  a  new  system  of  local  bounties  and  private  specula- 
tion.    Those  who  had  the  most  modesty  got  llic  least 
money,  and  those  who  had  the  least  conscience  got  the 
most  money.     The  South  had  constitutional  scruples 
upon  the  subject,  and  asked  for  nothing,  gut  nothing, 
wanted  nothing.     It  was,  he  said,  not  only  internal  im- 
provements, but  internal  improvements  in  the  worst 
form,  and  (except  for  our  naval  stations)  he  would  like 
to  know  how  those  opposed  to  internal  improvements 
could  vote  for  cutting  out  a  harbor  to  aid  the  approach 
of  vessels  to  a  village,  and  could  not  vote  for  a  road  be- 
tween one  State  or  one  city  and  anotlier.     They  pre- 
tended to  derive  their  power  from  the  power  to  •«  regu- 
late commerce  with  foreign  nations."  Well,  did  not  the 
same  power,  in  the  words,  expend  to  the  regtilation  of 
commerce  **  among  the  several  States?"    If  one  wasun- 
constitutior^l,  the  other  was  equally  so;  and  the  advan- 
tage was  greatly  in  favor  of  the  road  in  every  other  view; 
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for  that  would  be  a  useful  highway  for  all  the  world  who 
travelled  it,  and  the  other  confined  its  advantaj^s  to  en- 
riching a  petty  corporation,  or  a  few  individuals. 

But  it  had  been  said  by  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Datis]  that  our  revenue  was  collected  at 
these  ports;  and  there  was  an  obligation  to  open  them 
und  keep  them  in  repair  on  that  account.  And  was  our 
revenue  increased  by  clearing  out  and  multiplying  these 
harbors?  Not  a  single  dollar.  On  the  contrary,  the 
more  the  ports  were  muHipIied,  the  greater  the  expen- 
ses of  collection^  and  consequently  the  revenue  was  di- 
minished by  tiie  amount  of  this  increase,  and  by  all  we 
expended  on  harbors  beside.  How  would  our  national 
commerce  suffer  by  an  obstruction  in  the  harbor  of  a 
particular  city?  If  there  should  be  an  obstruction  in 
the  harbor  of  New  York,  it  would  only  give  a  neighbor- 
ing city  some  advantage,  until  New  York,  whose  inter- 
est was  affected,  removed  the  obstruction.  But  if  the 
Government  removes  the  obstruction,  other  cities  con- 
tribute to  these  very  improvements,  which  have  a  direct 
tendency  to  injure  them.  If  the  ports  of  Charleston  or 
Philadelphia,  be  s^^id,  bad  advantages  over  New  York, 
that  was  a  matter  of  rival  interest  between  those  cities, 
and  had  always  been  so  considered,  until  this  modern  in- 
vention of  taxing  ihe  people  of  the  United  States  to  re- 
lieve those  who  were  alone  interested. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Webster]  had 
stated  that  other  Governments  had  paid  for  opening  and 
repairing  harbors  in  their  commercial  cities.  This,  he 
thought,  was  not  generally  true.  Some  of  the  despotic 
sovereigns  of  Europe,  without  any  limitation  of  power 
or  sense  of  justice^  occasionally  took  cities  under  their 
royal  protection,  and  disbursed  the  public  money  upon 
them  without  regard  to  any  particular  rule.  But  the 
rule,  he  believed,  was  most  generally  to  authorize  the 
city  to  levy  a  tonnage  duty  on  vessels  for  this  purpose;  this 
was  the  correct  mode;  this  gave  to  each  city  its  own 
natural  advantages,  and  taxed  those  who  had  the  benefit 
of  the  improvement. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  he  said,  was  equally 
in  error,  when  he  stated  that  the  States  or  cities  had 
never  considered  themselves  bound  to  keep  their  own 
ports  in  repair  since  the  adoption  of  the  constitution. 
This  was  directly  contradicted  by  the  history  of  every 
important  seaport  in  the  Union,  and  particularly  that  of 
Baltimore,  which  had  just  been  mentioned  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Presto  v.]  Maryland 
had  granted  an  annual  appropriation  for  Baltimore  of 
#30,000,  to  keep  the  harbor  of  that  city  in  repair.  As 
a  punishment  to  the  city  for  the  late  outrages  on  private 
property,  permitted  and  committed  by  its  citizens,  that 
fund  had  been  taken  to  indemnify  those  who  had  suffer- 
ed by  those  outrages.  And  now,  for  the  first  time, 
Baliiroore  comes  here,  and,  by  joining  in  the  combination, 
gets  the  same  amount  from  the  national  Treasury.  This, 
Mr.  K.  said,  was  a  fair  illustration  of  the  whole  system. 
Maryland  comes  into  the  concern,  and  the  people  of  the 
United  Slates  are  made  to  pay  for  the  depredations  of  a 
Baltimore  mob. 

Again,  said  Mr.  R.,  I  have  shown  that  harbors  have 
been  made  and  improved  by  those  to  whom  they  be- 
longed, from  1789  until  a  few  years  back,  or  have  not 
been  made  or  improved  at  all.  And  if  they  had  needed 
no  improvement  for  so  many  years,  he  thought  it  good 
evidence  that  this  rush  for  millions  all  at  once  was  un- 
called for  by  the  public  interest.  The  truth  was,  the 
public  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter.  This  vast 
combination,  that  was  to  plunder  the  Treasury  of  so 
many  millions,  was  made  up  of  interests  purely  private 
and  local.  What  was  constantly  the  language  used  on 
the  fiuor  of  both  Houses,  if  any  member  expressed  a 
doubt,  who  had  a  few  thousands  offered  to  his  own 
Slate,  to  bribe  him  into  silence?     Why,  it  was,  *'  if  you 


dont  want  it,  strike  it  out;"  and  was  a  freat  national 
interest  to  be  controlled  by  the  simple  wish  of  an  indi- 
vidual? But  such  language  was  perfectly  natural,  con* 
sideringthe  manner  in  which  these  speculations  and  jobs 
were  got  up.  Who  asked  for  or  recommended  them? 
Any  general  interest?  No;  the  applications  were  all 
from  cities,  from  individuals,  or  from  companies  who 
laid  out  sites  for  towns,  got  Congress  to  make  tbem  an 
appropriation  for  a  harbor,  and  then  sold  out  their  lots 
on  speculation.  Thousands  were  squandered  in  bribes 
for  votes,  by  making  an  appropriation  for  objects  entire- 
ly useless,  and  where  the  only  advantage  was  a  job  in 
the  expenditure  of  the  money. 

Mr.  K.  said  it  could  not  be  disguised,  and  ought  not 
to  be  denied,  that  this  abominable  system  of  plunder 
was  carried  through  Congress  by  interested  combina- 
tions, and  could  succeed  m  no  other  way.  Members, 
by  the  skill  of  the  managers,  were  frequently  placed  in 
such  a  situation  that  they  were  obliged,  to  vote  for  the 
bill,  however  objectionable,  to  save  themselves  with 
their  constituents.  An  honest  member  of  the  other 
House  had  told  him  that  he  had  in  this  way  been  com- 
pelled to  vote  for  the  bill,  although  he  pronounced  it 
«  a  bill  of  abominations,"  and  hoped  it  might  be  arrest- 
ed in  the  Senate.  The  member  alluded  to  had  pro- 
nounced this  new  harbor  bill  one  of  the  most  corrupt 
combinations  of  interested  spectilation  that  had  ever  dis- 
graced the  country,  and  such  Mr.  K.  said  he  believed  it. 

Mr.  R.  then  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  an- 
other trick  by  which  these  managers  had  furnished 
evidence  of  their  skill.  It  would  be  recoUected  that 
we  had  passed  a  moderate  harbor  bill  long  since,  and 
sent  it  to  the  other  House.  We  have  never  beard  of  it 
since,  said  Mr.  K.,  until  we  find  it  actually  incorporated 
in  the  monster  before  us.  Why  was  this?  Why,  it 
was  only  to  unite  the  interests  of  the  two  bills.  Among 
other  things,  no  doubt,  great  calculations  of  strength 
were  made,  by  uniting  the  breakwater  with  the  improvr- 
ment  of  the  Mississippi,  and  by  this  unnatural  union 
between  the  French  and  the  Friends,  we  W'e,  said  he, 
swept  on  by  a  current  as  irresistible  as  that  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi itself. 

And  here  he  wss  reminded,  he  said,  of  the  curious 
argument  of  the  Senator  from  Connecticut,  [Mr.  Nilbs.] 
That  Senator  had  given  us  sound  doctrine,  with  much 
ability,  and  g^eat  earnestness.  He  had  pronounced  the 
whole  ^stem  wrong,  partial,  unconstitutional,  and  un- 
just, ana  condemned  the  bill  as  very  objectionable;  yet 
concluded  by  saying  he  should  vote  for  the  bill,  because, 
now  the  system  had  commenced,  we  could  not  stop  it! 
I  know  «•  we  can't  stop  it,"  said  Mr.  K.,  unless  we  vote 
against  it.  This  fraudulent  expenditure  is  doubling  on 
us  by  millions  per  annum,  and  gentlemen  denounce  it, 
as  in  duty  bound;  express  their  alarm,  shut  their  eyes, 
and  vote  for  it;  and  say,  '« we  can't  stop  it."  Mr.  K. 
said  he  felt  some  difficulty  in  comprehending  the  prin- 
ciple which  led  to  this  fatal  necessity. 

He  hoped  even  the  friends  of  the  bill  would  have 
some  mercy  upon  the  South  and  West,  and  be  satisfied 
at  the  present  session  with  the  enormous  bill  already 
passed.  Let  us,  said  he,  have  a  little  time  to  recover 
from  the  shock,  and  look  into  this  heavy  bill  pushed 
upon  us  at  the  very  last  hour  of  the  last  day  of  the  ses- 
sion, involving  an  expenditure  so  enormous,  and  which 
the  committee  themselves  tell  us  they  bave  had  no  time 
to  examine.  He  hoped  they  would  allow  the  bill  to  lie 
over  till  the  next  session,  to  give  time  to  learn,  at  least, 
where  the  places  are  for  whose  benefit  we  proposed  to 
saddle  the  country  with  such  a  vast  expenditure.  There 
was  another  reason,  he  said,  why  the  friends  of  the  bill 
should  be  content  with  this  course.  That  was,  the  great 
amount  of  our  appropriations  during  the  present  year, 
and  the  extreme  difiiculty  of  procuring  labor  at  any 
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price.  Labor  was  now  one  hundred  per  cent,  on  the 
usual  pricea.  And  the  g^at  i^dditional  demand  that 
would  be  created  by  these  large  Government  expendi- 
tures would  render  it  impossible  to  expend  any  thing 
during  the  present  year  with  any  re^rd  to  economy. 
He  hoped  these  considerations  would  induce  the  Senate 
to  postpone  the  bill  to  the  first  day  of  the  next  session, 
and  he  made  a  motion  for  that  purpose. 

Messrs.  WALKER  and  MANGUM  addressed  the 
Senate  in  favor  of  Mr.  Kuro's  motion. 

Mr.  KING,  of  (3eorgiay  then  withdrew  his  motion,  and 
moved  to  strike  out  all  the  items  in  the  bill  except  the 
item  of  $75,000  for  improving  the  mouth  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  decided  as  follows:  Teas 
17,  nays  21: 

YxAs^Messrs.  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Cuthbert, 
Ewing  of  Ohio,  Grundy,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
Georgia,  Leigh,  Mangum,  Moore,  Nicholas,  Porter, 
Preston,  Rives,  Walker,  White— 17. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Davis, 
Ewing  of  Illinois,  Goldsborough,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Linn, 
Niles,  Page,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Southard, 
Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Webster, 
Wright— 18. 

So  the  motion  of  Mr.  Kivo  was  negatived. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  renewed  his  motion  to  post- 
pone the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  until  the  first 
Monday  in  December,  and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  decided  as  follows:  Teas 
17,  nays  22: 

TxAs — Messrs.  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Cuthbert, 
£wing[  of  Ohio,  Grundy,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
Georgia,  Leigh,  Mangum,  Moore,  Nicholas,  Porter, 
Preston,  Rives,  Walker,  White— 17. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Davis, 
Ewing  of  Illinois,  Goldsborough,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Linn, 
Niles,  Page,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Southard, 
Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Wall,  Webster, 
Wright— 22. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  postpone  the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  renewed  motion 
of  Mr.  Prxstok  to  strike  out  the  clause  of  $20,000  for 
deepening  the  harbor  of  Baltimore;  which  was  rejected: 
Ayes  14. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  as  amended,  and  the 
amendments  having  been  concurred  in,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered  on  the  question  of  engrossment  and  read- 
ing it  a  third  time. 

There  was  a  brief  discussion  between  Mr.  CLAT,  Mr. 
PRESTON,  Mr,  WALKER,  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  and 
Mr.  KENT,  when 

Mr.  PRESTON  moved  to  strike  out  the  item  of  five 
hundred  dollars  for  a  survey  of  the  mouth  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna, but  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  renewed  the  motion,  and  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered ;  and  the  ques- 
tion was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative:  Teas 
14,  nays  24. 

Mr.  PRESTON  moved  to  strike  out  the  appropriation 
for  the  harbor  of  Georgetown,  South  Carolina:  Teas  21« 
nays  15. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  strike  out  the  ap- 
propriation of  $10,000  for  the  harbor  of  Brunswick; 
which  was  negatived. 

The  amendments  were  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time:  Teas  21,  nays  17. 

The  bill  was  then  passed. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to 


which  had  been  referred  the  amendments  of  the  House 
to  4he  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  making  appropriatioof 
in  part  for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  1836^ 
made  a  report  thereon,  recommending  that  Uie  Senate 
concur  in  the  amendments  of  the  House,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  amendments  **  for  removing  the  naval  monu- 
ment to  the  botanic  garden,  $2,000," and  "  for  extending 
the  enclosures  of  the  Capitol  square,  $25,000»''  which 
they  recommend  to  be  stricken  oui. 

On  taking  the  question  of  concurring  with  the  com- 
mittee as  to  striking  out  the  provision  for  exteadiog  the 
grounds,  the  Senate  refused  to  strike  it  out. 

The  appropriation  of  $2,000  for  removing  the  naval 
monument  was  stricken  out. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  moved  that  the  Senate  do  not 
concur  in  the  amendment  of  the  House  appropriating 
—  dollars  for  the  purchsse  of  books  and  documents 
for  the  new  members;  which  motion  was  agreed  to: 
Teas  15,  nays  10. 

The  other  amendments  were  concurred  in. 

.CHOCTAW  TREATT. 

Mr.  MOORE  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  for  the  adjust- 
ment  of  certain  claims  to  reservations  of  lands,  under  the 
fourteenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  creek, 
with  the  Choctaw  Indians;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WALKER  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  strtldng 
out  the  whole  of  it,  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  a  pro- 
vision appropriating  $30,000,  in  addition  to  the  sum  al- 
ready appropriated,  for  the  removal  of  the  Choctaw  In- 
dians now  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  to  the  west  of  the 
Mississippi  river. 

Mr.  PRESTON  submitted  whether  it  was  in  order  to 
move  to  strike  out  the  subject  of  the  bill,  and  to  insert 
an  entirely  different  subject. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  it  was  always  proper  to 
move  to  strike  out  and  insert. 

After  a  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  WALKER  and 
MOORE  took  part, 

Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

After  taking  up  and  finally  acting  upon  several  other 
bills, 

It  was  ordered,  on  motion  of  Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio, 
that  when  the  Senate  adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  at  8 
o'clock  on  Monday  morning. 

The  Senate  then  (at  3  o'clock)  adjourned,  only  eight 
members  being  present. 

MOXDAT,  JULT   4. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr.  GRUNDT  submitted  a  resolution  for  the  appoint- 
ment  of  a  joint  committee  to  wait  on  the  Preaident  of  the 
United  States  and  inform  him  that  the  two  Houses  were 
ready  to  adjourn,  and  desired  to  know  whether  he  had 
any  further  communication  to  make  to  them. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  the  resolution  was 
sufiered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

MRS.  ANN  ROT  ALL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PRESTON,  the  report  of  the  Cora- 
mittee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  unfavorable  to  the  pe- 
tition of  Mrs.  Ann  Royal  I,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  P.  moved  to  reverse  the  report,  so  as  to  read  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  WHITE  explained  the  nature  of  the  claim,  [inters 
est  on  the  commutation  for  half  pay  of  the  petitioner's 
husband,  a  captain  in  the  revolutionary  war.] 

Messrs.  PRESTON  and  WALKER  briefly  advocated 
the  claim,  and  after  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  WHITE 
and  MANGUM,  the  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

SUSPENSION  OF  THE  RULES. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
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lentatives,  by  Mr.  Fraitkliv,  their  Clerk,  stating  that 
the  Houae  had  suspended  the  seventeenth  joint  rule  of 
the  two  Houses,  which  declares  that  no  bill  shall  be  sent 
to  the  President  for  his  signature  on  the  last  day  of  the 
session,  until  two  o'clock,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  bill  for 
the  repair  of  the  Potomac  bridge;  the  bill  to  amend  the 
judicial  system  of  the  United  States;  the  bill  repealing 
the  proyisions  in  the  tenth  section  of  the  tariff  act  of 
1832;  the  bill  to  confirm  certain  land  claims  in  Missouri; 
the  bill  to  repeal  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1792,  which 
requires  issumg  the  certificates  on  imported  wines;  and 
the  bills  that  were  passed  by  both  Houses  on  Saturday, 
and  not  submitted  to  the  President. 

The  question  on  takine  up  this  resolution  requiring 
the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Senators  present, 

Mr.  MANGUM  objected  to  the  eonstderation  of  the 
resolution. 

The  CHAIR  declaring  that  the  resolution  could  not 
be  considered, 

Mr.  WALKER  said  he  felt  strongly  inclined  to  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

I'he  CH  Am  then  read  the  48th  rule  of  the  Senate. 

Messrs.  LINN  and  WALKER  expressed  their  wishes 
that  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  would  withdraw 
his  objections,  so  far  as  related  to  the  bill  to  confirm 
bnd  claims  in  Missouri,  and  the  bill  to  carry  into  effect 
the  compact  between  the  United  States  and  the  States 
of  Mississippi  and.A1abama. 

Mr.  MANGUM  said  he  felt  constrained  to  avail  Kir- 
self  of  the  privilege  conferred  on  him  by  the  rule,  and 
object  to  the  resolution.  His  long  experience  in  the 
Senate  had  convinced  him  of  the  great  advantages  re- 
suhingf  from  the  rule  which  the  House  proposed  to  sus- 
pend,^ ^d  the  great  mischiefs  that  would  result  from 
dispensing  with  it.  It  had  been  adopted  after  a  full 
knowledge  of  the  inconveniences  of  the  old  practice, 
and  had  been  found  to  have  the  most  beneficial  effects. 
They  all  knew  the  experience  of  Congress  was  such, 
that  some  of  the  most  important  bills  had  been  passed  on 
the  last  night  of  the  session,  without  debate,  whipt 
through  the  other  House,  and  they  (the  Senate)  were 
called  on  to  assent  to  them  without  knowing  whether 
they  were  passed  by  a  quorum  or  not. 

Although  he  felt  the  strongest  disposition  to  yield  to 
the  wishes  of  gentlemen  whose  constituents  were  inter- 
ested in  'particular  measures,  yet,  on  this  occasion,  he 
felt  it  his  duty  to  persist  in  his  objections.  He  felt  that 
making  any  exceptions  would  be  equivalent  to  a  depar- 
ture from  the  rule  altogether;  and  if  they  excepted  in 
favor  of  any  particular  measures  in  the  Senate,  why 
might  not  the  House  do  the  same  thing,  and  carry  it  fur- 
ther? He  appealed  to  gentlemen  whether  his  course  in 
that  body  had  not  always  been  conciliatory  and  ready  to 
yield  to  the  wishes  of  a  majority;  and  he  assured  gen- 
tlemen that,  in  this  instance,  he  was  actuated  by  no  un- 
kind or  unaccommodating  feelings,  but  solely  by  a  sense 
or  duty. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  they  all  knew  that  this  rule  was 
adopted  after  many  years  of  experience,  and  that,  on 
the  last  day  of  the  session,  the  Executive  had  no  oppor- 
tunity to  examine  a  number  of  bills.  He  felt  obliged  to 
the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  for  making  his  objec- 
tions, as  he  thouglit  it  highly  important  that  the  rule 
should  not  be  relaxed. 

Mr.  LINN  did  not  suppose,  for  a  moment,  that  his 
friend  from  North  Carolina  was  actuated  by  any  unkind 
feelings,  but  that  his  objections  were  prompted  by  a 
sense  of  duly;  but  he  begged  him  to  reflect  a  moment 
whether  there  were  not  occasions  on  which  the  most 
rigid  rule  should  be  dispensed  with,  and  whether  this 
was  not  one  of  them.  It  appeared  (Mr.  L.  said)  that 
this  rule  had  been  relaxed  on  more  than  one  occasion, 
snd  he  trusted  the  gentleman  would  see  that  there  were 
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some  reasons  for  not  so  rigidly  adhering  to  it  now.  If 
there  was  one  single  bill  that  ought  to  pass,  why  let  it 
be  excepted;  but  if  it  should  be  found  that  all  ought  not 
to  pass,  or  that  there  were  objections  to  them  tending 
to  create  discussion,  why  let  them  fall.  }n  this  ))Brticu- 
lar  case  he  wished  to  except  from  the  rule  the  bill  for 
the  confirmation  of  land  claims  in  Missouri;  a  measure  to 
which  there  was  not  the  slightest  objection,  and  one  of 
the  greatest  interest  to  his  constituents,  who  had  been 
long  anxiously  looking  for  its  passage.  He  should  re- 
gret exceedingly  to  see  that  measure,  which  had  passed 
both  Houses,  and  only  waited  the  President's  signature 
to  become  a  law,  cut  oflT  by  the  rigid  adherence  to  a 
rule  which  could  not  have  been  intended  to  apply  to 
such  a  case.  He  could  not  conceive  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  to  make  its  rules  as 
irreversible  as  the  laws  of  the  Medes  and  Persians,  or 
that  it  ever  intended  to  make  rules  that  should  by  no 
possibility  be  relaxed.  He  admitted  the  general  propri- 
ety of  the  rule,  but  he  repeated  the  hope  that  the  Sen- 
ator from  North  Carolina  would  see  that  there  were  oc- 
casions on  which  it  might  be  departed  from. 

Mr.  WALKER  felt  conscious  that  the  objections  of 
the  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  and  sustained  by  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  resulted  from  a  strict 
sense  of  duty;  but  he  appealed  to  those  gentlemen 
whether  their  objections  to  bills  that  had  been  parsed  in 
a  hurry,  rightfully  applied  to  bills  that  passed  after  full 
consideration,  and  to  which  there  were  no  objections. 
He  begged  gentlemen  to  consider  whether  such  bills 
o(i(rht  not  to  be  excepted  from  the  general  rule.  The 
bill  he  particularly  referred  to,  and  which  he  felt  so 
anxious  should  become  a  law,  was  the  bill  to  carry  into 
eflect  the  compact  between  the  United  States  and  the 
States  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  reUtive  to  the  six- 
teenth sections  of  sttbool  landti,  which  passed  the  Senate 
two  months  ago,  was  reported  favorably  on  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  unanimously,  having  the  sanc- 
tion of  its  chairman,  [Mr.  Ewive,  of  Ohio,]  who  was  no 
rigid  in  his  examination  of  every  bill  relating  to  the 
public  lands.  Now,  he  appealed  to  gentlemen  whether 
the  rule  ought  to  apply  to  such  a  bill  &s  this.  He  did 
not  wish  the  rule  to  *be  suspended  with  regard  to  any 
bill  to  which  there  was  the  slightest  objection;  and  he 
hoped  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  would  yield  to 
the  general  wish  of  the  SenatCi  and  withdraw  his  oppo* 
sition. 

Mr.  BLACK  read  a  list  of  the  bills  which  would  be 
sent  to  the  President  under  the  resolution,  if  adopted  hy 
the  Senate,  and  said  that  he  would  offer  an  amenUrnent 
to  prevent  its  being  carried  further. 

Af\er  some  remarks  from  Mr.  PORTER, 

The  CHAIR  stated  that  the  rule  was  imperative.  The 
rule  was,  that  no  bill  or  resolution  should  be  sent  to  the 
President  on  the  laiit  day  of  the  session.  The  Chair, 
however,  felt  bound  to  sign  the  b)lls  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  any  gentleman  who  thought  proper  might  appeal 
from  the  decision. 

Mr.  MANIjUM  said  that,  the  measure  he  regarded  as 
the  most  pernicious  not  being  included  in  the  resulu. 
tion,  he  would  yield  to  the  wishes  of  his  friends  and 
withdraw  his  objections. 

Mr.  LINN  said  that  his  friend  from  North  Carolina,  in 
withdrawing  his  objections,  had  acted  with  that  kind* 
ness  and  good  feeling  which  had  always  characterized 
his  course  in  that  body.  If  he  could  mention  one  act 
which  would  confer  a  greater  degree  of  happiness  on  a 
particular  portion  of  the  people,  he  would  refer  to  the 
bill  he  had  already  mentioned;  and  in  behalf  of  those 
who  would  be  so  essentially  benefited  by  this  most  just 
and  necessary  measure,  he  returned  his  thanks  to  the 
Senator  from  North  Carolina  for  withdrawing  his  objec- 
tions to  the  suspension  of  the  rule. 
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After  seme  remarks  from  Messrs.  WALKER  and 
BENTON, 

Mr.  BLACK  offered  an  amendment  to  the  rule  of  the 
House,  specifying  particularly  all  the  acts  which  should 
be  embraced  m  it,  and  confining  Its  operation  to  them 
solely;  buty  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Chair,  modified  his 
amendment  so  as  to  make  the  resolution  of  the  House 
read  as  follows: 

Rtaolvedt  That  the  17th  joint  rule  of  the  4wo  Houses 
of  Congress,  which  declares  that  no  bill  or  resolution 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  President  for  his  signature  on 
the  last  day  of  the  session,  be  suspended  so  far  as  re- 
spects such  acts  and  resolutions  as  have  already  passed 
both  Houses,  and  received  the  signatures  of  tbeir  pre- 
siding officers. 

The  resolution,  thus  amended,  was  agreed  to,  and  sent 
to  the  other  House  for  concurrence;  after  which, 

A  messsge  was  received  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives by  Mr.  FiiAVBLLiir,  their  Clerk,  stating  that 
they  had  concurred  in  the  amendment. 


After  the  consideration  of  executive  business, 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States*  by  Mr.  Dokslsov,  his  secretary,  stating  that 
he  had  signed  the  several  bills  (specifying  them  by  their 
titles)  submitted  to  him  on  that  day. 

The  motion  submitted  by  Mr.  Gbuvht,  for  the  ap- 
pointment  of  a  joint  committee  to  wait  on  the  Presdent 
of  the  United  States  to  inform  him  thsit  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress  were  ready  to  adjourn,  and  desiring  to 
know  whether  he  bad  any  further  communicatio&s  to 
make  to  them,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

After  watting  some  time, 

Mr.  GRUNDT,  from  the  joint  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  President,  reported  that  they  bad  performed 
the  duty  assigned  them,  and  that  the  President  had  an- 
swered that  he  had  no  further  communtcatioiis  to  ouke 
to  Congress. 
.  On  motion  of  Mr.  BUCHANAN, 
I      The  Senate  adjourned  tint  die. 
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MoKSAT,  Decxxbsr  7, 1835. 

At  twelve  o'clock,  M.,  the  House  was  called  to  order 
by  Mr.  Frahklix,  the  Clerk  of  the  last  Congress, 

The  roll  was  then  called  by  States,  when  two  hundred 
and  twenty-four  members,  const itutiiig  a  quorum,  hav« 
ing  answered  to  their  names,  the  Clerk  announced  that 
the  first  business  in  order  was  the  election  of  a  Speaker, 
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Election  of  Speaker. 


[Dxc.  7»  1835. 


Mr.  PATTON  said  he  did  not  know  by  what  authori- 
ty it  was  that  the  election  of  Speaker,  about  to  take 
place,  was  to  be  done,  as  announced  by  the  Clerk,  by 
ballot — necessarily  by  ballot.  If  it  was  competent  for 
Mr.  P.  to  do  so,  he  should  ino?e«  without  desiring  any 
discussion  on  the  question,  that  the  election  be  made 
viva  voce. 

Mr.  MERCER  dot^ted  whether  that  body,  unorgfan- 
i«ed  as  it  was,  was  competent  to  act  on  such  a  question; 
and,  besides  he  humbly  conceived  that  it  would  be  un- 
wise to  entertain  it,  as  it  would  necessarily  f^ve  rise  to  a 
long  discussion.  He  hoped  his  honorable  colleague 
would  not  press  his  motion. 

Mr.  PATTON  said  he  thought  the  law  ought  to  be 
altered;  he  had  no  doubt  it  would  be  altered;  and,  be- 
lieving «o,  he  desired  it  might  be  altered  at  once.  He 
thought  that  House,  if  it  was  competent  to  elect,  was 
certamly  competent  to  prescribe  the  mode  of  election,  if 
they  thought  proper.  For  himself,  he  felt  very  little 
concerned  how  it  was  to  be  decided;  believing,  how- 
ever, the  viva  voce  mode  to  be  the  one  in  which  all  elec- 
tions in  representative  popular  bodies  ought  to  be  made, 
he  must  persist  in  his  motion. 

The  Clerk  (Mr.  Fravklit)  read  the  rule  of  the  last 
House  of  Representatives,  prescribing  the  nnode  to  be  by 
ballot. 

Mr.  WARDWELI.  said  there  was  no  rule  existing 
that  could  bind  the  present  House,  and  the  Clerk  might 
as  well  read  out  of  any  other  book  as  that. 

Mr.  PATTON.  The  rules  of  the  last  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives were  not  the  rules  of  the  present  House;  in 
fact,  there  were  no  rules  in  force  until  rules  were  adopt- 
ed by  the  existing  House. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  said  Xhfy  were 
now  about  to  a^opt  a  very  important  change  in  the 
usages  of  the  House — a  usage  that  had  existed,  he  be- 
lieved, without  interruption,  from  the  organization  of 
the  Government  to  the  present  time.  What  reason 
could  have  suggested  itself  to  produce  this  change,  he 
was  utterly  unable  to  perceive.  It  might  be  for  the 
tame  reasons  they  had  heard  suggested  last  session;  but 
as  this  was  a  new  body,  assembled  for  the  first  time  in 
this  city  and  in  this  house,  he  should  not  advert  to  them. 
Wishing  it,  however,  to  be  known  how  his  own  vote 
would  stand  on  the  question,  he  hoped  they  would  be 
indulsred  with  the  privilege  of  the  yeas  and  nays«  and  he 
would  move  the  question  be  so  taken. 
-  Mr.  BEARDSLEY  said  that  body  was  not  the  House 
of  Representatives,  nor  were  they  at  that  moment  assem- 
bled there  as  a  House.  They  were  nothing  more  than 
the  elements  out  of  which  the  House  of  Representatives 
was  to  be  composed.  Individuals  came  there,  but  it  was 
only  after  taking  the  oath  of  office  that  they  became 
members  of  that  House.  It  was  true,  also,  that  there 
were  no  rules  to  organize  that  body;  for  it  was  as  yet 
an  incomplete  and  imperfect  body,  unorganized,  and 
without  any  other  rules  than  custom.  Custom  alone 
had  sanctioned  the  practice  that  the  Clerk  of  the  House 
should,  on  the  first  day  of  the  session,  at  twelve  o'clock, 
call  over  the  names  of  the  members;  and  custom  also 
had  sanctioned  the  practice  of  the  Clerk  calling  for  the 
members  to  vote,  and  putting  the  question  for  Speaker. 
It  was  a  custom,  and  nothing  more  than  a  custom;  and 
he  had  no  doubt  whatever  that  that  body  was  authorized, 
under  the  constitution,  to  proceed  to  the  choice  of  a 
Speaker,  either  viva  txoee,  by  resolution,  or  by  ballot. 
There  was  no  limitation;  «nd  it  was  left  to  the  discretion 
of  that  body,  incomplete  and  imperfect  as  it  was,  to  take 
its  own  course.  It  would,  perhaps,  be  better  to  pro- 
ceed according  to  the  established  usage  of  the  House. 
He  said  that  during  the  last  session  a  motion  was  made 
and  debated  to  pass  a  similar  rule  in  relation  to  the  elec- 
tion of  printer  and  some  other  officers— he  did  not 


recollect  whether  that  of  Speaker  was  included  or  not. 
For  himself,  he  preferred  the  mode  of  votings  viva  tr^ 
upon  this  question;  but  he  well  saw  that  if  the  question 
was  then  entertained  and  acted  upon,  in  sJI  hum&n 
probability,  the  discussion  would  be  spun  out  to  a  Ute 
hour  of  the  day,  the  Clerk  of  the  House  presiding,  or 
perhaps  spun  out  for  weeks— for  all  of  them  knew  well 
that  a  question  of  that  character  could  not  be  decided 
without  long  discussion.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Pattok]  would 
withdraw  the  motion,  let  the  House  proceed  m  its  cus- 
tomary mode,  and  test  the  principle  by  proceeding  to 
the  choice  of  clerks  viva  vooti  and  Mr.  B.  would  moat 
cheerfully  vote  that  they  proceed  to  the  choice  of  clerks 
either  viva  voce  or  by  resolution,  and  take  the  question 
by  yeas  and  nay 9. 

Mr.  PATTON  said  he  did  not  feel  the  embarraasment 
alluded  to,  and  he  must  persist  in  his  motion. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  denied  that  the 
House  was  without  rules;  for  they  had,  and  were  bou&d 
by  the  rules  of  the  constitution. 

Mr.  WISE  would  ask  by  what  authority  the  memben 
of  that  House  had  a  right  at  present  to  vote.  Was  an? 
man  in  that  assembly  qualified  f  Norn  eomtatc  at  present 
they  were  all  members  there.  Were  they  not  to  exhibit 
their  qualifications  before  they  undertook  to  exercise  the 
duties  of  Representatives  in  Congress?  They  might  as 
well  else  submit  the  question  to  the  gallery  as  that  body. 

Mr.  VANDERPORL  remarked  that  it  must  be  well 
recollected  by  all  the  gentlemen  with  whom  he  had  the 
honor  to  be  associated  in  the  last  Congress,  what  course 
he  then  took  upon  this  question,  whether  the  officers  of 
this  House  should  be  chosen  viva' voce  or  by  ballot.  He 
had  the  honor  of  submitting  at  that  time  tome  reasons 
in  favor  of  the  plan  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  pATTOir;]  and  if  they  were  to  come  to  a  vote  upon 
the  question  now  before  them,  he  should  vote  in  favor 
of  it;  but  it  was  very  doubtful  to  Mr.  Y.  whether  it  <»'as 
expedient  at  this  time  to  agitate  the  subject.  The  House 
was  not  yet  organized;  the  debate  on  the  same  question 
last  session  occupied  more  than  a  week,  and  there  were 
many  gentlemen  who  entertained  different  viewa^  who 
would  claim  the  right  to  submit  their  views  before  the 
question  was  taken.   The  subject  was  an  important  one. 
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Moderator,  to  preside;  but  be  hoped  they  Wiuld  not  be 

subjected  to  the  necessity  of  entertainii^  the  question, 

and  he  would  again  most  respectfully  repcythe  request 

to  the  gentleman  to  withdraw  his  motiolw  iv 

Mr.  EVANS  said,  both  then  and  her«a|ter»  he  ahould 
strenuously  contend  against  the  changlj^ whenever  it 
was  brought  forward.  He  was  unwiHii|M>  go  into  the 
discussion  then;  and,  without  any  disretpRt  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  he  moved  to  Uy»the  motion  to 
proceed  to  the  election  of  a  Speaker, '  viva  voce,  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  PATTON  asked  for  the  yeas  and  llflys. 

Mr.  MERCER  had  some  doubts  whether  the  Clerk 
could  present  the  question,  and  whether  one  fifth  lud 
the  right  to  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  PARKER  said  it  appeared  to  him  the  rales  were 
clear;  and  he  would  ask  by  what  right  it  was  that  the 
Clerk  called  that  House  to  order  but  by  the  laws  pre- 
viously adopted?  By  what  right  did  he  call  them  at  13 
o'clock?    There  was  no  law  for  13  o'clock  more  than 
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1  o'clock;  and  yet  every  g^enUeman  would  and  must  admit 
that  if  121  members  met  there  at  11  o'clock,  they  would 
act  contrary  to  law,  and  contrary  to  the  rules  governing 
that  House.  There  was  a  set  of  regulations  in  usage 
which,  like  the  common  law,  were  binding,  and  they  were 
these:  that  they  should  meet  at  12  o'clock  on  the  first 
Monday  in  December;  that  the  Clerk  of  the  last  House 
should  call  the  members,  and  ascertain  if  a  quorum  were 

f>resent,  and  that  those  present  should  proceed,  by  bal- 
of,  to  organize  themselves  as  a  body.  When  they  have 
done  that,  and  not  till  then,  were  they  competent  to  make 
any  regulations.  On  that  ground  he  considered  every 
innovation  of  the  established  usage  of  fifiy  odd  years' 
standing  as  inexpedient,  and  one  they  had  no  right  to 
adopt. 

Mr.  REED  concurred  with  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey.  They  must  proceed  to  act,  to  a  certain  extent, 
from  necessity;  and  he  did  not  consider  the  Clerk  to  be 
an  incompetent  officer  to  manage  this  debate  and  con- 
trol it;  but  he  did  hope  the  motion  would  be  withdrawn. 
He  considered  the  present  mode  of  voting  the  true  one? 
the  usage  of  fifty  years,  from  the  foundation  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, was  sufficient,  and  ought  to  be  their  rule  of 
proceeding  before'  the  House  was  organized;  and  he 
conceived  they  were  acting  a  very  singular  part  in  their 
present  unorganized  state. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  said  it  was  not  his  purpose 
to  enter  into  the  debate,  but  he  would  remark  that  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Rebd]  seemed  to 
him  to  be  mistaken  in  supposing  that  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  stood  in  his  place  at  the  present  time  by  mere 
custom  or  by  presumption.  Now,  the  rules  of  the  last 
House  were  the  laws  of  the  present  till  others  were 
adopted.  Mr.  M^  here  read  the  rule  applying  to  the 
Clerk,  that  be  should  take  an  oath,  and  should  be  deem- 
ed to  continue  in  office  until  another  was  appointed. 
That  was  the  law  probably  of  the  present  body;  and  the 
Clerk  was  in  office  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  under 
that  law«  until  it  was  repealed.  He  hoped  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  would  withdraw  the  motion;  but  if 
he  saw  fit  to  persist  in  it,  Mr.  M.  said  it  would  be  his  in- 
dispenable  duty,  although  in  favor  of  the  principle,  to 
vote  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  MERCER,  in  explana- 
tion, the  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  was  not  seconded  by 
onefi  ftb  of  the  members  present;  and  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Pattoit  was  laid  on  the  Uble  without  a  count. 

ELECTION  OF  SPEAKER. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BEARDSLET,  the  House  then 
proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Speaker. 

Messrs.  JoBNsoir  of  Tennessee,  Evbsstt  of  Vermont, 
and  AvTHONT  of  Pennsylvania,  were  appointed  tellers; 
and,  on  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  2'ZS  had 
been  given,  as  follows: 

For  Jamks  K.  Polk,   -  -  -  -        132 

JoHv  Bell,  .  .  •  .  84 

Scattering  and  blanks,  -  -  .        •  -  9 

The  honorable  Jaxks  K.  Polk,  of  Tennessee,  having 
received  a  mojority  of  all  the  votes  given,  was  declared 
duly  elected  Speaker  of  the  24th  Congress;  and,  being 
conducted  to  the  chair  by  Messrs.  John soir  of  Kentucky 
and  Jarvis  of  Maine,  returned  his  thanks  for  the  honor 
conferred,  in  the  following  address:  •. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Bouse  of  liepreseniativea: 

In  accepting  the  high  btation  to  which  I  am  called  by 
the  voice  of  the  assembled  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple, I  am  deeply  impressed  with  the  high  distinction 
which  is  always  conferred  upon  the  presiding  officer  of 
this  House,  and  with  the  weight  of  the  responsibility 
which  devolves  upon  him.     Without  experience  in  this 


place,  called  to  preside  over  the  deliberations  of  this 
House,  I  feel  that  I  ought  to  invoke,  in  advance,  the  in- 
dulgent forbearance  of  its  members,  for  any  errors  of 
judgment  which  may  occur  in  the  discharge  of  tlie  se- 
vere duties  which  will  devolve  upon  me.  It  shall  be 
my  pleasure  to  endeavor  to  administer  the  laws  which 
may  be  adopted  for  the  government  of  the  House  justly 
and  impartially  towards  its  members,  and  with  a  view  to 
the  preservation  of  that  order  which  is  indispensable  to 
our  character  as  a  body,  and  to  the  promotion  of  the 
public  interests.  To  preserve  the  dignity  of  this  body, 
and  its  high  character  before  the  country,  so  far  as  shall 
depend  upon  its  presiding  officer,  will  be  objects  of  my 
deepest  solicitude;  and  1  am  sure  I  shall  have  the  co-op- 
eration and  support  of  all  its  members,  in  the  discharge 
of  my  duty,  with  a  view  to  these  objects. 

I  return  to  you,  gentlemen,  my  sincere  acknowledg- 
ments for  this  manifestation  of  your  confidence,  in  elect- 
ing me  to  this  high  station;  and  my  ardent  hope  is,  that 
our  labors  here  may  merit  and  receive  the  approbation 
of  our  constituents,  and  result  in  the  advancement  of 
the  public  goo<l. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  (the  oldest  mem- 
ber in  the  House,)  administered  the  usual  oath  to  the 
Speaker,  when  the  latter  qualified  the  members  by 
States,  as  also  the  territorial  delegates  from  ArkanMs, 
Florida,  and  Michigan. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  submitted  a  resolution  appointing 
Mr.  Waltbk  S.  Frakkliit  Clerk  of  the  House;  which 
was  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  FaAirKLiir  was  qualified  by  the 
Speaker. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  announcing 
that  that  body,  having  assembled  and  formed  a  quo- 
rum, were  ready  to  proceed  with  legislative  business; 
and  that  a  committee  had  been  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate,  to  meet  such  committee  as  might  be  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  House,  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him  that  Con- 
gress, having  assembled,  are  ready  to  receive  any  com- 
munication which  he  may  choose  to  make. 

ELECTION  OF  PRINTER. 

Mr.  COFFEE  submitted  a  resolution,  in  substance, 
that  the  House  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  printer  for 
the  24th  Congress;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  nominated  Messrs. 
Blair  8c  Rivxb; 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  nominated  Messrs. 
Galxs  &  SiATON ;  and 

Mr.  PEYTON,  of  Tennessee,  nominated  Messrs. 
Braspord  &  Lkaritsd. 

Mr.  PATTON  remarked,  that  the  House  having  in- 
dicated an  indisposition  to  adopt  the  principle  of  voting 
viva  voce,  he  would  not  press  that  question  at  this  time. 

The  officers  of  the  House  having  been  directed  to 
collect  the  ballots, 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  remarked  that  this  resolution, 
he  apprehended,  was  premature.  We  were  about  to 
supply  an  omission  of  a  preceding  Congress;  and  he 
doubted  whether  there  was  any  law  in  existence  which 
would  authorize  the  present  proceeding. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  election  could  only  be 
overruled  by  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  adopting  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  on 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  of  Massachusetts,  said  that  there  was  a 
question  which  it  would  be  well  to  consider,  before  this 
matter  was  decided.  He  considered  it  incumbent  upon 
the  individual  who  should  be  chosen  printer,  previously 
to  enter  into  bond.  He  did  not  believe  that  he  could 
be  required  to  enter  into  bond  subsequently  to  his  elec- 
tion. 
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Mr.  ROBERTSON  was  in  favor  of  the  motion  to  re- 
consider. He  doubted  the  propriety  of  electing  a  print- 
er at  all.  He  believed  this  was  the  opinion  of  a  num- 
ber of  the  members  of  the  last  Congress.  He  preferred 
that  the  printing  should  be  done  by  contract,  instead  of 
electing  a  political  partisan.  It  was  certainly  not  mag- 
nanimous or  generous  in  a  msjority  here  to  impose 
upon  the  minority  a  partisan  printer,  who  would  vilify 
and  abuse  that  minority. 

Mr.  BEARDSLET  adverted  to  the  propriety  and  ne- 
cessity of  an  immediate  election  of  prmter.  He  would 
like  to  know  by  what  rule  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Robxrtsoh]  anticipated  that  a  majority  of  this 
House  would  appoint  a  printer  who  would  vilify  the  mi- 
nority for  the  due  discharge  of  their  duties  here.  Upon 
what  grounds  doeslhe  gentleman  found  any  such  belief? 
Gentlemen  were  not  so  sensitive  on  former  occasions. 
It  had  been  the  practice  of  the  preceding  Congresses 
to  choose  the  printer  for  their  successors.  The  last 
House  was  not  kind  enough  to  perform  this  duty  for  us, 
and  it  now  became  the  province  of  this  House  to  make 
its  own  selection. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  explained  that  he  only  desired 
that  the  House  should  not  elect  a  printer  without  adopt- 
ing the  proper  guards. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON,  a(\er  a  few  remarks,  presented  a 
resolution,  in  the  form  of  an  agreement,  providing  that 
the  public  printing  should  be  performed  by  contract. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  waiving  his  motion  for  the 
preient, 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,'  by  consent  of  the  House, 
moved  the  adoption  of  the  rules  of  the  last  House. 

Mr.  JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS  wished  to  propose  an 
additional  rule,  providing  that  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  should  report  the  general  annual  appropria- 
tion bill  within  thirty  days  of  the  meeting  of  each  ses- 
Bion  of  Congress. 

Mr.  MANN  then  modified  his  motion  so  as  to  except 
the  fifty-sevcnth  rule. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  remarked  that  he  did  not  wish  to 
delay  the  business  snd  elections  of  this  House;  but 
thought  it  wss  inconsistent  for  him  to  support  the  sys- 
tem of  balloting  for  officers,  as  he  had  urged,  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  the  mode  of  voting  by  viva  toce 
for  all  officers.  He  continued  to  entertain  the  same 
principle  and  opinions,  and  accordingly  felt  conscien- 
tiously bound,  not  only  not  to  vote  for  the  balloting 
mode,  but  to  urge  the  other. 

Mr.  K.,  after  some  remarki:,  modified  his  proposition 
so  as  to  exclude  the  said  objectionable  rules;  to  which 
Mr.  MANN  consented,  but  afterwards  withdrew  the 
whole  resolution. 

The  question,  on  motion  of  Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  to 
reconsider  the  resolution  to  elect  a  printer  of  the  House 
then  came  up. 

Mr.  MERCER  moved  an  irdjournment;  and 

Mr.  GILLET  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  where- 
upon, 

Mr.  MERCER  withdrew  the  motion. 

1he  subject  was  further  debated  by  Messrs.  HOR- 
ACE EVEUETT,  WARD.  EVANS,  ROBERTSON, 
BEARDSLEY,  and  WHITTLESEY. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  offered  a  resolution  providing 
that  the  printer  should  give  hnnd  and  security  for  the 
performance  of  his  duties,  as  laid  down  in  the  joint  res- 
olutions of  March,  1819,  and  February,  1829,  which, 
by  unanimous  consent,  was  adopted  as  a  modification  of 
Mr.  Covfee's  resolution. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  withdrew  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  renewed  it;  and,  upon  being  put, 
it  was  lost  without  a  count. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  election 


of  a  printer;  and  Mr.  Joavsoir  of  Kentucky*  Mr.  Wii- 
hiAnn  of  North  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Pkitov  of  I'cnnes- 
see,  being  appointed  tellers,  the  result  was  announced 
as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes  233;  necessaiy  to  a  cfaace 
112. 

For  Messrs.  Blair  &  Rives,         -  -  -    ISo 

<<  Gales  &  Seaton,      -  -  -      59 

**         Bradford  &  Learned,  -  -25 

Scattering,  ....  -       7 

Whereupon  Messrs.  Blair  &  Rives  were  declared  du- 
ly elected  printers  to  the  ta'enty-fourth  Coog^rcas. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message  from 
the  Senate,  which  was  agreed  to;  and  Messrs.  Taoii- 
Bov  of  Ohio»  Masoit  of  Virginia,  and  R»s  of  Massachu- 
setts, were  appointed  a  committee,  on  the  part  of  the 
House,  to  wait  upon  the  President. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CONNOR,  a  resolution  was  adopt- 
ed, directing  that  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate, 
informing  that  body  that  the  House  had  assembled, 
elected  a  Speaker,  and  were  ready  to  proceed  to  host- 
ness. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WARD,  of  New  York,  it  was  or- 
dered, that,  when  the  House  adjourn,  it  will  adjourn  to 
meet  again  on  to-morrow,  at  twelve  o'clock,  and  at  the 
same  hour  each  succeeding  day. 

Mr.  MERCER  offered  a  resolution,  providing  for  the 
appointment  of  a  chaplain  by  the  House,  tA  twelve 
o'clock,  M.,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS,  of  Illinois,  moved  to  amend  the 
resolution  by  providing  that,  in  future,  in  the  election  of 
ofHcers  of  the  House,  it  shall  be  by  viva  voce. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  an  adjournment;  which  wis 
agreed  to. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  DBCKXBBa  8. 

Messrs.  Jacksok  of  Massachusetts,  GALBm^TTB  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Tubbkr  of  Maryland,  appeared,  and 
were  qualified. 

Mr.  THOMSON,  of  Ohio,  from  the  joint  committee 
appointed  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States 
and  inform  him  that  the  two  Houses  of  Congress^  having 
assembled  and  formed  quorums,  were  ready  to  receive 
any  communication  which  he  might  desire  to  make,  re- 
ported that  the  committee  had  performed  the  duty  as- 
signed, and  were  informed  that  the  President  would 
communicate  to  each  House,  at  twelve  o'clock  this  day, 
a  message  in  writing. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WARDWELL,  the  usual  order 
for  supplying  the  members  with  newspapers  «as 
adopted. 

PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  by  Mr.  Dorelsok,  his  private  secretary; 
which  was  read. 

[The  messag-e  will  be  found  in  the  appendix.] 
Mr.  BEARDSLEY  submitted  a  resolution,  commit- 
ting the  message  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oti  the 
state  of  the  Union;  and  that  10,000  copies,  together 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  members  of  the  House;  whicli  was  agreed  to. 

ANNUAL  TREASURY  REPORT. 

Tlie  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  annual  re- 
port  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  state  of  the 
finances.     [See  appendix  ] 

Mr.  CAMBRELKNG  moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  that  10,000  copies  be  printed. 

Mr.  CONNOR  suggested  15,000  copies. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  accepted  the  suggestion  as  a 
modification  of  bis  motion.     It  was  then  agreed  to. 
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Several  other  communications  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  were  laid  before  the  House,  and  ordered 
to  Vie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  directing  the 
printing  of  15,000  copies  of  the  President's  message. 
That,  he  believed,  was  the  usual  number.  His  object 
was  to  increase  the  quantity. 

Mr.  HARPER,  of  Pennsylvania,  thought  an  increased 
number  unnecessary.  The  message  would  be  published 
in  almost  every  newspaper  in  the  country. 

Mr,  WISE  remarked  that  the  message  was  one  of  un- 
usual interest,  and,  if  the  motion  to  reconsider  prevail- 
ed, he  should  move  to  print  20,000. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WISE  then  moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  by 
directing  that  15,000  copies  of  the  message  and  docu- 
ments, and  5,000  copies  of  the  message  without  the 
documents,  be  printecl. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  accepted  the  amendment  as  a 
modification  of  his  motion. 

The  resolution,  as  modified,  was  then  agreed  to. 

DEATH  OF  MR.  SMITH. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  announcing 
the  death  of  the  honorable  Nathait  Svitb,  a  member 
of  that  body  from  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  that 
bis  funeral  would  take  place  at  twelve  o'clock  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  TOUCEY,  of  Connecticut,  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion that  the  members  of  the  House  would  attend  the 
funeral  of  Mr.  Smitb,  and  would  wear  the  usual  badge 
of  mourning  for  the  space  of  thirty  days;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JUDSON,  of  Connecticut, 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


WkDKISSAT,  DXCIMBIB  9. 

After  the  reading  of  the  journal  of  yesterday, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGGS, 

The  House  adjourned. 

The  House,  in  conformity  with  previous  arrangements, 
then  proceeded  to  the  Senate  chamber,  and  joined  in  the 
funeral  solemnities  assigned  for  this  day,  in  honor  of  the 
memory  of  Senator  Sxitb. 


-     Thuksdat,  DaCXXBBB  10. 
RULES  AND  ORDERS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Maxv,  of  New  York, 
on  Monday,  for  the  adoption  of  the  rules  and  orders  of 
the  last  House,  for  the  g^vernn^nt  of  the  present  House, 
having  been  taken  up  for  consideration, 

Mr.  GILLET  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  ennbracing 
in  the  list  of  standing  committees,  "  a  Committee  on 
the  Militia;"  which  was  agreed  to:  Yeas  98. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  ADAMS  offered  the  following,  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  rules:  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  within  thirty  days  after  the 
commencement  of  each  session  of  Congress,  to  report 
the  general  appropriation  bill,  or  give  their  reasons  to 
the  House  for  failing  so  to  do. 

Mr.  A.  said  that  the  propriety  of  this  rule  would 
strike  so  forcibly  the  mind  of  every  one  who,  like  him- 
self, bad  the  honor  heretofore  of  a  scat  here,  that  it 
was  not  necessary  for  him  to  spend  much  time  in  sup- 
porting it.  Its  object  was  to  hasten  the  progress  of  the 
annual  appropriation  bills.  No  member  had  been  here 
for  any  length  of  time,  who  was  not  awafipi  that  some 
measure  was  necessary  to  answer  this  object.  Sir,  said 
Mr.  A.,  it  has  been  the  practice  heretofore  to  postpone 
the  report  to  a  late  day  of  the  session.  It  had  been  the 
practice  to  introduce  into  the  appropriation  bills  new 


objects  of  legislation,  on  which  account,  however,  he 
did  not  intend  to  impute  any  blame  to  any  person  or 
committee*  In  those  bills  had  been  introduced  expen- 
ditures of  money,  and  drafts  on  the  people,  which  had 
been  a  subject  of  contention  and  dissension  in  the  House. 
That  of  itself  was  an  evil  of  magnitude.  Another  con- 
sequence of  it  was,  that  the  appropriation  bills  dragged 
their  slow  length  along  through  half  of  a  year  before 
they  finally  passed.  He  held  in  his  hand  proof  of  this 
assertion.  At  the  first  session  of  the  last  Congress,  he 
had  the  honor  to  offer  this  rule,  which  he  now  again 
proposed,  and  he  intended  it  as  the  first  of  a  series  of 
resolutions  on  the  subject.  He  offered  it,  he  said,  on 
the  10th  of  February,  and  two  months  elapsed  before 
he  could  prevail  upon  the  House  to  consider  it.  When 
it  was  taken  up,  other  business  occupied  the  attention  of 
the  House. 

Last  session,  its  consideration  was  prevented  by  want 
of  time,  and  the  great  pressure  of  other  business*    At 
the  first  session  of  the  twenty-third  Congress,  on  the 
11th  of  February,  the  day  after  he  offered  his  resolution, 
an  act  of  appropriation,  in  part,  was  passed.     It  was  an 
act  making  appropriations,  to  the  amount  of  five  or  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  for  the  pay  and  mileage  of 
members  of  this  House,  of  the  Clerk  and  officers  of  the 
House,  for  the  pay  and  mileage  of  the  Senators,  the 
contingent  expenses  of  both  Houses,  &c.    Not  a  cent 
was  appropriated  for  any  other  service,  except  that  of 
members  of  Congress.     On  the  27th  of  June,  three 
days  before  the  close  of  the  session,  the  general  appro* 
priation  bill  was  passed.      What,  in  the  mean  time, 
asked  Mr.  A.,  was  the  condition  of  the  President  of  the 
nation,  before  other  nations  of  the  earth?  what  was  the 
condition  of  the  heads  of  Department,  his  assistants? 
what  was  the  situation  of  the  judges  of  the  land;  of  the 
army  and  navy;  of  every  officer  of  every  department  of 
the  public  service?    What,  indeed,  was  the  condition  of 
every  individual  citizen,  whether  ricd  or  poor,  well-fed 
or  starving,  who  had  demands  on  the  public?    All  were 
obliged  to  live  on  credit,  or  starve.     We  were,  he 
thought,  obliged  to  provide  for  others  as  well  as  for  our* 
selves.    What  reason  was  there  for  the  extraordinary 
delay  and  procrastination  in  this  act.     It  was  because 
new  clauses  were  introduced  into  the  bill,  occasioning 
long  debates  in  the  Senate,  as  well  as  in  the  House. 
He  would  now  pass  to  the  last  session.    The  general 
appropriation  bill  was  then  passed  with  great  difficulty. 
In  consequence  of  its  long  procrastination,  it  became 
questionable,  in  the  last  hour  of  the  session,  whether 
we  had  made  any  appropriations  or  not.     But  he  would 
say  no  more  on  that  subject.     If  the  House  would  adopt 
the  resolution  which  he  proposed,  and  which  was  merely 
in  the  nature  of  an  experiment,  to  which  no  one  could 
have  any  objection,  the  bills  woukl  be  stripped  of  every 
thing  but  the  appropriationa;  and  if  any  new  objects 

g resented  themselves,  they  would  be  put  in  separate 
ills,  not  baxarding  what  was  indispensable  and  of  im» 
mediate  necessity  for  compliance  with  existing  liuia. 

Mr.  A.  had,  be  said,  fixed  the  limit  at  thirty  dayst 
but,  for  his  own  part,  he  saw  no  reason  why  the  cMi- 
mittee  could  not  report  within  ten  duf  s  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session.  The  committee  had  nothmg 
to  do  but  to  examine  and  see  what  was  authorized  by 
law;  and,  having  done  that,  there  was  no  resson  why 
they  could  not  report  within  ten  days.  The  bill  could 
be  Basted  in  fifteen  days  afterwards.  It  would  then  go 
to  wm  Senate-,  and  there  it  would  receive  the  same  at* 
(ention  and  despatch.  In  fact,  he  saw  no  reason  why  all 
the  appropriation  bills  could  not  be  presented  to  the 
President  before  the  first  day  of  January.  They  ought 
to  be  passed  before  the  first  of  the  year.  The  demands 
then  become  due,  and  there  was  no  poviMe  reason  or 
excuse  for  not  then  paying  off  at  least  om  half  of  the 
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debts  of  the  GoTernmcnt.  Every  new-year's  dsy  would 
thus  find  the  Treasury  ready  to  pay  off  the  demands 
upon  it.  He  would  not  further  trespass  upon  the  time 
of  the  House  in  pre!:sinj^  this  motion. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  would  like,  he  said,  to  hear  the 
amendment  read.     It  having  been  read, 

Mr.  C.  said  he  concurred  entirely  in  the  views  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  as  to  the  evils  he  com- 
plained of;  and,  probably,  they  were  more  manifest  last 
session  than  at  any  former  period;  but  Mr.  C  dissented 
entirely  to  the  position  taken  by  the  gentleman,  that  it 
ever  had  been,  at  least  in  his  experience,  short  as  it  had 
been  in  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  long  as 
it  had  been  in  the  House,  that  it  was  justly  ascribable 
to  that  committee.  Mr.  G.  would  appeal  to  every  old 
member  of  that  House,  whether  it  had  not  been  uniform- 
ly the  practice  for  the  chairman  of  that  committee  to 
appeal  and  urge  upon  the  House  the  necessity  of  taking 
up  the  appropriation  bills;  and  whether  the  uniform 
habits  of  the  House  had  not  been  to  postpone  and  post- 
pone them  again,  from  day  to  day,  in  defiance  of  all 
entreaties.  If  the  gentleman  wishes  to  reach  the  evil 
he*  complained  of,  he  should  make  his  appeal  to  the 
House.  He  should  prescribe  the  law  by  which  that 
House  should  be  bound  to  take  the  bills  up  and  proceed 
with  them.  The  honorable  gentleman  prescribed  duties 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means;  but  the  gentle- 
man must  be  aware,  his  knowledge  and  experience  must 
satisfy  him,  that  every  item  in  the  appropriation  bills, 
relating  to  the  army  and  navy,  was  a  matter  of  constant 
communication  between  the  committee  and  the  Depart- 
ment. How  could  he  expect  the  committee  to  adopt  a 
mere  estimate,  without  reason?  Every  item  roust  under- 
go full  investigation  before  any  one  member  of  the 
committee  would  consent  to  its  insertion.  A  most  labo- 
rious duty  had  to  be  performed  before  the  bill  came  into 
the  House. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of  object- 
ing to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  u-om  Massachu- 
setts, because  it  bad  a  modification  that  the  committee 
could  give  their  reasons  for  not  having  reported  the 
bills,  and  therefore  the  proposition  was  n^t  very  opera- 
tive upon  the  committee,  because,  if  they  were  ready  to 
report  they  would  report,  and  if  not,  they  could  obtain 
further  time.  Still,  Mr.  C.  would  say  he  thought  the 
•lime  too  short.  With  regard  to  the  measure  before  the 
House  at  the  last  session,  he  regretted  as  much  as  any 
.frcntreman  that  the  Senate  were  in  the  habit  of  putting 
i^pon  the  appropriation  bills  others  that  had  nothing  to 
do  with  them.  He  alluded  to  the  United  States  Military 
Academy  bill.  Was  it  because  the  committee  had  not 
reportea  the  bill  early  enough  to  be  acted  on?  Was  it 
the  fault  of  the  gentleman  who  had  charge  of  the  bill 
that  it  was  not  called  up?  Did  not  every  gentleman, 
then  a  member  of  the  House,  know  that  more  than  a 
dozen  attempts  were  made  to  get  the  bill  up,  and  every 
Attempt -tiuled,  till,  in  the  last  emer^^ency,  the  Senate 
were  under  tl;ie  necessity  of  attaching  it  to  the  appropri- 
ation bill  for  the  general  expenses  of  the  Government? 
Mr:  C.  rose  no't./qr  the  purpose,  he  said,  of  opposing 
the  principle  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  but 
merely  to  show  that  the  House  itself  was  the  origin  of 
all  the  evils  of  which  the  genlleman  complained;  but  he 
did  not  think  the  proposition  one  calculated  to  promote 
or  facilitate  business.  He  knew  of  no  committee  last 
session  that  did  not  report  in  time,. except  one;  and  he 
did  not  think  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  having 
secured,  as  they  did,  by  their  united  counsel,  a  unani- 
mous vote  upon  the  French  question,  would  find  fault 
with  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  in  not  having 
been  premature.  He  did  not  think  the  fault  was  with  a 
committee,  for  every  committee  would  do  its  duty;  and 
If  th^y  did  not  act,  the  House  bad  power  to  compel  them. 


Mr.  C.  concurred  with  the  gentleman  in  another 
point,  and  that  was,  that  it  had  been  the  practice  of  the 
House,  in  some  cases,  to  insert  provisions  of  the  kind  he 
complained  of.  He  believed,  however,  the  g^entlem^ 
would  do  him  the  justice  to  say  that  he  (Mr.  C)  h^ 
uniformly  acted  with  him  in  opposing  such  claines — in 
other  words,  new  appropriations.  He  had  done  it  here- 
tofore, and  should  do  it  again;  and  would  at  all  times 
unite  with  that  gentleman  in  opposing  every  thing  of 
the  kind,  from  that  or  any  other  committee.  Still,  Ibe 
committee  was  not  so  much  to  blame  as  the  House  itself: 
and  the  House,  he  was  sure,  would  pardon  him,  for  be 
spoke  of  what  it  was  perfectly  sensible.  There  were 
some  gentlemen  who  had  uniformly  reansted  er^ry  thing 
in  an  appropriation  bill  not  already  authorized  by  Uw; 
and  he  would  again  pledge  himself  to  unite  with  them 
on  all  occasions. 

Mr.  C.  concluded  by  requesting  Mr.  Adams  to  amend 
his  resolution  so  as  to  extend  the  time  to  six  weeks  in- 
stead of  thirty  days. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  was,  he  said,  totally  opposed  to 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetti, 
because  it  involved  a  principle  which  he  well  knew  vas 
not  intended  by  the  honorable  mover — ^that  of  discour> 
tesy  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  whoever 
they  might  be.     Mr.  V.  would  ask  the  House  whetber 
it  was  right  and  courteous  to  apply  the  spur  exclusively 
to  that  committee?    And  was  not  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  founded  upon  the  apprehension  that,  perad- 
venture,  that  committee  would  not  do  its  duty  ?     Now, 
in  all  charity  to  every  committee  of  that  House,  he  was 
willing  to  presume — nay,  he  was  bound  to  presume^ 
that  every  committee  appointed  by  the  Chair  would  feel 
the  high  responsibilities  and  obligations  imposed  upon 
them,   and  feel  resolved  to  do  their  duty,  and  do  it 
promptly.     Why  was  it  necessary  to  call  upon  this  com- 
mittee alone?    Ah!  says  the  gentleman,  we  hare  suffer- 
ed a  great  deal  of  inconvenience  heretofore.    My  answer 
to  that  is,  said  Mr.  V.,  that  this  committee  will  profit 
from  the  lessons  of  past  experience.     If  we  silvered 
inconvenience  from  procrastination  last  year,  and  the 
year  before,  I  have  no  doubt  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  will  feel  stimulated  from  that  circumstance; 
and  it  is  surely  unnecessary,  at  this  stage,  to  i^|iie  our 
mandate  that  they  shall  report  within  thirty  days.     Mr. 
y.  agreed  with  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, that  they  did  suffer  some  inconvenience  last 
year  from  procrastination,  but  he  did  not  attach  all  the 
blame  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.     If  fault 
was  any  where,  it  was  as  much  in  the  House,  and  per> 
haps  monp,  than  in  the  committee.     He  well  recollected 
that  the  'chairman  of  that  committee  would  come  is 
there,  day  after  day,  and  entreat  and  implore  the  House 
to  take  up  the  appropriation  bills;  and  he  well  recol- 
lected, also,  that  those  appeals  were  made  in  vain-    Mr. 
y.  should  vote  against  the  amendment. 

Mr.  ADAMS  had,  he  said,  been  very  unfortunate  in 
explaining  his  views,  if  he  had  given  the  gentlemen  frort 
New  York  any  reason  to  suppose  that  he  wished  or 
intended  to  censure  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
or  any  member  of  that  committee.  Sir,  said  he,  I  dis- 
claim any  imputation  upon  that  committee.  I  6poke  of 
evils  which  existed,  evils  which  were  felt  and  acknowl- 
edged, and  from  which  it  was  my  object  to  obtain  a 
remedy.  The  gentleman  particularly  who  laat  spoke 
seemed  to  suppose  that  I  intended  to  cast  censure  oa 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means;  1  meant  no  sort  of 
censure  oi||hatpr  any  other  committee  of  the  House. 
I  stated  the  fact  that  the  general  appropriation  bill  did 
not  pass  at  the  last  session  until  within  three  hours  of 
the  expiration  of  the  Congress.  I  throw  no  blame,  oa 
this  account,  on  any  corpmittee  of  this  House.  F»r 
from  it.   But  whether  that  bill  had  passed  was  a  subject 
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of  dispute,  and  it  was  in  imminent  dan^r  of  being  lost. 
It  was  finally  saved  by  the  House  agreeing  to  the  propo- 
sition of  the  Senate. 

Of  this  he  had  spoken  only  as  an  illustration  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  passing  the  bill  at  an  earlier  day.  It  was  not 
his  object  to  trammel  the  comnuttee,  and,  on  the  con- 
trary, he  wished  to  give  it  full  latitude  and  liberty.  If 
they  werenot  ready  at  the  end  of  the  thirty  days,  they 
would  say  so  to  the  House,  and  have  the  time  extended. 
He  called  on  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  put 
the  House  in  possession  of  the  bills.  We  must  have  them 
before  we  can  act  upon  them  at  all.  He  supposed  that 
thirty  days  would  be  a  sufficient  time  for  the  committee 
^to  retain  them  under  consideration.  His  proposition 
left  the  committee  ju&t  as  independent  as  any  other  com- 
mittee. It  imposed  upon  them  no  extraordinary  duty, 
and  he  would  venture  to  sa^  that  they  would  always  be 
ready  to  report  within  the  time  proposed,  should  the  res- 
ulution  be  passed.  Should  this  motion  be  agreed  to,  he 
would  propose  another  rule,  assigning  certain  days  for 
the  House  to  take  up  and  consider  the  appropriation 
bills.  His  object,  in  expediting  the  action  of  the  commit- 
tee, was  to  hasten  the  action  of  the  House.  He  hoped 
it  would  not  be  believed  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  that  it  was  his  object  or  desire  to  impute  any  cen- 
sure to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  or  any  other 
committee  that  ever  existed.  Abuses  often  crept  in, 
one  lapping  over  another,  without  the  possibility  of  cor- 
rection. When  they.were  felt,  and  severely  felt,  then  it 
was  time  to  apply  a  remedy.  He  knew  no  other  com- 
mittee whose  action  it  was  necessary  to  accelerate  at  all, 
and  his  only  object,  in  relation  to  this,  was  to  hasten  the 
action  of  the  House. 

Mr.  MERCER  said  he  concurred  less  in  the  argument 
than  in  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts. His  argument  went  to  a  restriction  of  the 
time  within  which  money  bills  should  be  debated  in  this 
House;  and  against  this  doctrine  he  must,  with  all  pos- 
sible respect,  protest.  The  appropriation  bills  were  the 
only  subjects  on  which  the  general  interests  of  the  coun- 
try could  be  debated;  and  it  had  been  the  practice  of  the 
Government,  from  its  foundation,  to  consider  them  in 
this  light,  especially  since  the  time  when  it  was  customa- 
ry to  discuss  such  subjects  in  an  answer  to  the  President's 
message.  The  only  occasion  now  afforded  for  such  gen- 
eral discussion  was  the  appropriation  bills,  and  he  was 
unwilling  to  have  it  go  abroad  that  it  was  the  wish  of  this 
House  to  restrict  that  discussion.  It  was  well  known 
that  the  appropriation  bills  were  sent  to  this  House  by 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  to  them  by  the 
Departments,  and  they  were  generally  hurried  through 
th^  House,  or  passed  without  due  consideration,  lea- 
king them  up  was  generally  the  signal  for  the  disper- 
sion of  the  members,  and  any  man  was  scouted  at  who 
presumed  to  raise  his  voice  against  any  one  item  in  the 
bills.  Fur  himself,  he  was  unwilling  to  bear  any  blame 
for  the  delay  of  the  appropriations  in  former  years. 
Between  11  and  12  o'clock  on  the  last  night  of  last  ses- 
sion, we  were  in  danger  of  losing  the  whole  appropri- 
ation bill,  and  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  forti- 
fications was  passed  only  ten  minutes  before  the  hand 
was  on  the  ^figure  denoing  the  hour  at  which  the  sessiion 
expired. 

Mr.  H.  EVERETT  rose  to  move  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment.  Before  offering  it,  he  would  remark  that 
the  blame  of  delay  did  not  rest  on  the  committee  only, 
but  also  on  the  House.  He  desired  that  the  House 
should  do  their  part  of  the  duty  as  well  as  the  commit- 
tee; and  he  therefore  moved,  as  an  addition  to  the 
ROiendment,  tha  following:  "And  the  general  appro- 
priation bills  tihall  be  in  order  in  preference  to  any  bills 
uf  a  public  nature." 

Mr.  ADAMS  accepted  the  amendment,  as  a  modifica- 
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tion.  It  was  his  intention  to  accelerate  the  action  of  the 
House,  and  therefore  he  was  perfectly  willing  to  accept 
it.  While  up,  he  would  reply  to  some  of  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  from  Yirginiai  The  gentleman  thought 
that  the  House  would  be  compelled  to  pass  the  bills  as 
soon  as  they  were  reported;  but  the  gentleman  knew, 
surely,  that  the  House  was  their  own  master,  and  that  it 
was  not  in  the  power  of  any  one  to  restrain  them.  No 
one  was  more  willing  than  he  was  to  have  every  appro- 
priation bill  discussed,  even  till  the  end  of  the  session, 
before  it  should  end  in  an  unnecessary  charge  on  the 
people.  But,  sir,  the  gentleman  has  a  different  Idea  of 
an  appropriation  bill  from  mine.  In  my  view  (said  Mr. 
A.)  an  appropriation  bill  ought  to  be  nothing  more 
than  a  draft  on  the  Treasury  for  a  debt  due  by  law;  and 
then  the  only  question  in  regard  to  it  is,  whether  it  is 
authorized  by  law,  and  whether  we  shall  pay  our  just 
debts. 

Mr.  LEWIS  WILLIAMS  said  it  was  the  object  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to  prevent  the  intro- 
duction into  the  appropriation  bills  of  any  matter  not  au- 
thorised by  law;  but  his  proposition  was,  in  his  opinfon, 
inadequate  to  this  end.  If  it  simply  provided  that  the 
committee  should  report  no  other  appropriations  than 
those  authorized  by  law,  that  would  be  a  remedy  for  the 
evil  complained  of  by  the  gentleman.  But,  if  it  was 
merely  required  of  the  committee  to  report  the  bill  with- 
in thirty  days,  they  might,  though  it  was  to  be  presumed 
they  would  not,  introduce  into  the  bill  a  hundred  new 
appropriations.  The  remedy,  he  thought,  was  inade- 
quate for  the  evil.  He  had  seen  that  the  more  rules 
were  multiplied,  the  more  complex  they  became,  and 
the  more  difficult  it  was  to  get  along  with  the  business 
of  the  House.  It  might  happen  very  often  that,  though 
the  appropriation  bills  were  Important,  other  bills  were 
also  equally  or  more  important;  and  he  had  noticed, 
that  the  more  we  limited  our  discretion  the  more  diffi. 
culty  we  had  to  encounter.  He  had  no  doubt  that  tlie 
amendment  would  retard  instead  of  accelerate  the  busi- 
ness of  the  House. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  said  the  only  material  point  was 
whether  the  House  should  be  made  to  act  after  the  bill  was 
reported.  He  did  not  consider  the  motion,  in  any  other 
view,  as  at  all  material.  He  wished  the  appropriation 
bills  to  have  a  preference  here.  They  ought  to  have,  and 
the  last  provision  of  the  amendment  therefore  met  his 
entire  concurrence.  But  he  did  not  consider  it  impor- 
tant whether  the  bills  came  in  thirty  days  or  not  from 
the  committee;  all  knew  where  the  reports  of  bills  came 
from.  The  committee  take  the  reports  of  the  heads  of 
Departments,  and  we  take  theirs.  Every  body  knew 
that,  in  a  great  measure,  we  must  rely  upon  the  capacity, 
integrity,  and  honor,  of  those  who  are  at  the  bead  of  the 
Departments  and  prepared  the  estimates.  He  knew 
how  troublesome  was  the  duty  of  a  chairman  of  a  com- 
mittee, who  was  obliged  to  make  himself  master  of  all 
the  details  of  these  bills,  and  be  prepared  to  reply  to 
any  objections  which  might  be  made  to  them.  A  former 
colleague  of  his  had  aptly  compared  himself,  when  in 
that  situation,  to  *<  the  man  in  the  Almanac,  stuck  all 
over  with  sticks."  Every  individual  who  spoke  pointed 
always  towards  the  chairman.  It  would  be  time,  he 
thought,  to  pass  on  this  motion  after  the  new  man  who 
was  to  preside  over  this  committee  bad  been  anpointed. 
The  Ajaz,  who  was  to  sustain  the  administration,  must 
be  allowed  some  time  to  consult  the  Departments  and 
prepare  himself  for  his  task.  Last  year  tber^Vas  a  long 
debate  here,  on  a  blacksmith's  pay,  between  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  and  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means;  and  on  every  item  the  chair- 
man must  be  prepared  to  give  full  and  satisfactory  in* 
formation.  But  (said  Mr.  S.)  if  the  further  time  should 
not  be  given  for  this,  purpose,  I  go  for  the  last  provi- 


1955 


GALES  &  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


1956 


H.  Of  R.] 


Euleg  and  Orders  of  the  Houee, 


[Dxc.  10,  18S5. 


sion.  Brin^  up  the  bills,  »nd  then  let  us  hear  the  ftrgu- 
ment  on  them.  Let  them  hftve  the  preference  for  the 
purpose  of  argument.  Last  year  many  Important  bills 
failed  for  want  of  time.  He  wished  the  appropriation 
bills  to  be  first  discussed,  first  acted  on,  first  passed  or  lost. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  rose  to  move  the  reference  of  the 
whole  subject  to  a  select  committee,  believing  that  to 
l>e  the  usual  course.  He  submitted  the  following  mo- 
tion: That  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  House  be  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee,  to  see  if  any  alteration  in  them 
be  necessary. 

Mr.  MERCER  suggested  an  alteration  so  as  to  secure 
the  benefit  of  the  rules  of  the  last  House  until  the  com- 
mittee were  ready  to  report.  The  rules  were  once  re- 
ferred and  no  report  was  made  on  them  at  all.  While 
up,  he  would  express  his  surprise  that  no  one  had  made 
any  objection  to  the  amendment  offered. by  the  gentle- 
man from  Vermont.  Mr.  M.  made  some  further  re- 
marks, which  did  not  reach  the  ear  of  the  reporter. 

Mr.  PARKER  said  the  proper  way  was  to  appoint  a 
committee  to  adopt  rules,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  to  act 
on  the  rules  of  last  year.  There  must  be  some  rules  to 
go  by,  or  the  Speaker  could  not  be  directed  to  appoint 
the  standing  committees. 

Mr.  WIIXIAMS  modified  bis  proposition,  so  as  to 
provide  that,  **  until  the  committee  made  their  report, 
and  it  was  definitively  acted  on  by  the  House,  the  rules 
and  orders  of  the  last  House  should  be  the  rules  and 
orders  of  this  House.'* 

.  Mr.  ADAMS  said  that  the  effect  of  this  motion  was, 
by  a  side  wind,  to  destroy  his  object  entirely.  He 
thought  himself  entitled  to  a  decision  of  the  House  on  his 
proposition.  Sending  his  proposition  to  the  committee 
was  to  involve  it  in  a  boundless  ocean  of  discussion,  from 
which  it  would  never  emerge.  Many  projects  of  altera- 
tion would  be  offered,  and  the  whole  session  would  pass 
before  any  thing  was  done.  He  wanted  the  decision  on 
his  motion  to  amend,  and  he  would  move  it  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina. 

The  CHAIR  suggested  that  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts might  better  attain  his  object  by  moving  his 
amendment  in  the  shape  of  instructions  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said,  as  his  only  object  was  to  get  the 
decision  of  the  House,  be  would  move  the  proposition  as 
instructions  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  remarked  that  he  was  sorry  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  should  suppose, that  he  wish- 
ed to  evade  any  decision.  He  had  never  attempted  to 
elude  any  decision'  which  was  urged  by  any  gentleman, 
much  less  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  He 
wished  to  get  rid  of  this  discussion,  which  promised  to 
be  lon^  and  unprofitable.  But  he  would  withdraw  the 
proposition  in  order  to  enable  the  House  to  decide  on 
the  question,  giving  notice  that  afterwards  he  should 
renew  it. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  should  vote  for  the  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  It  was  not  the  busi- 
ness of  the  committee  to  make  reports  of  their  own  acts 
and  doingsf  it  was  not  their  business  to  take  up  any  ori- 
ginal matter.  It  was  their  duty,  as  the  agents  of  us,  the 
Commons — the  Commons,  comine  fresh  from  the  people — 
to  ask  of  those  who  have  the  diwursement  of  the  public 
money,  (he  would  say  nothing  about  its  custody  at  pres- 
ent,) what  they  proposed  to  do  with  it.  This  he  wished 
to  know  immediately,  in  presenii.  If  the  gentleman 
brings  in  a  proposition  to  limit  the  discussion  to  any  par- 
ticular len|^h  of  time,  he  should  most  distinctly  oppose 
it.  The  high  obligations  of  this  House  to  the  people 
were  paramount  to  any  other;  but  they  were  oAen  for- 
gotten, left  behind,  trampled  on,  while  the  House  acted 
only  in  a  secondary  relation  to  the  President.  In  rela- 
tion to  the  President  we  too  often  acted,  not  feeling,  as  | 
Commons,  a  just  sense  of  our  obligations  to  the  people.  1 


I  do  not  (said  Mr.  WO  excuse  myself  for  the  delay  of 
the  appropriation  bills.  I  will  hold  the  King  here  by  the 
purse  strings  of  the  nation.  I  will  hold  him  by  his  salary. 
I  will  hold  all  the  Departments  by  the  purse  strings.  Tlie 
House  should  never  forget  its  relation  to  the  people,  in 
subserviency  to  the  King.  What  was  said  by  my  colleagne 
from  Virginia  was  true.  The  membert  are  neglectliil  of 
the  duty  which  they  owe  the  people  in  relation  to  the  ap- 
propriation bills.  They  read  the  current  news,  pay  a  visit, 
or  look  into  the  Senate  chamber,  the  monient  that  those 
bills  are  taken  up  for  consideration,  instead  of  eacerdsang 
a  rigid  and  watchful  scrutiny  over  them.  At  the  kst 
session  we  voted  away  thirty-three  thousand  dctUara  for 
making  a  pavement  around  the  President's  house  for 
English  coaches  to  grind,  and  in  planting  trees,  shrub- 
bery, &c.  He  held  the  documents  in  his  hand.  This 
appropriation  for  the  President's  house  ought  to  have 
been  scrutinized  by  thoee  who  held  the  nKmeT  <if  the 
people. 

In  conclusion,  (Mr.  W.  ssld,^  if  God  spared  hia  lifr, 
and  the  people  kept  him  in  his  place  here,  he  would 
hold  on  to  the  appropriation  bills  to  the  last  nriniite.  He 
would  put  himself  on  the  watch  over  the  pubfic  money. 
The  relation  of  this  House,  as  the  Commons^  as  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  people,  was  of  a  character  para- 
mount to  the  relation  of  mere  partisans. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  felt  constrained,  he  asid, 
to  renew  the  motion  for  the  reference  of  this  aabject  to 
a  select  committee,  which  motion  had  been  made  and 
withdrawn  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carofina;  not 
that  he  wished  to  deprive  the  gentleman  from  Maasadw. 
setts  of  the  opportunity  to  get  a  decision  on  hit  proposi- 
tion, but  that  he  wished  to  bring  the  discussion  to  a 
close.  It  was  true  that  there  was  some  inconvenience 
ariaing  from  the  delay  of  committees,  but  be  knew  some- 
thing of  the  Inconvenience  to  which  conunlttees  were 
subjected.  It  was  not  practicable  for  them  to  nt  oo  the 
subjects  before  them  within  the  time  prescribed  in  the 
motion.  The  labor  of  preparing  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  waa  very  great;  and  he  pre- 
sumed that  even  the  gentleman  from  Maasaehuaetu 
would  be  unwilling  to  undertake  to  perform  it  in  thirty 
days.  The  delay  of  the  bills  was  not  owing  to  the  coai- 
mittee  so  much  as  to  the  House.  They  were  delayed  in 
their  progress  here  till  we  were  adinonished  that  the 
public  service  was  in  danger  from  the  want  of  that  ac- 
tion. Under  these  impressions^  though  he  believed  that 
if  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Maasachuaetts 
could  be  carried  into  effect,  it  would  be  productive  of 
much  benefit,  he  should  be  obliged  to  vote  a^inst  it. 
He  understood  there  would  be  various  propositions  to 
amend  the  rules,  which  would  probably  give  rise  to 
discussions  lasting  several  days*  while,  in  the  mean  time, 
we  should  be  exposed  to  inconvenience  for  the  want  of 
rules.  He  moved  the  reference  of  the  subject  to  a  select 
committee. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  his  proposition  as  instructions  to 
the  committee. 

Mr.  MERCER  moved  to  amend  the  instructions  by 
putting  them  in  the  form  of  an  inquiry  into  the  expe- 
diency of  the  proposed  rules  which  was  lost,  69  rising  in 
the  affirmative,  noes  not  counted. 

The  question  recurring  on  Mr/AoAxs's  motion, 

Mr.  VINTON  called  for  a  division  of  the  question. 
The  rule  proposed  required,  he  said,  first,  that  the  com- 
mittee should  report  within  thirty  days,  and  then  it  made 
the  appropriation  bill  the  standing  order  for  the  day,  in 
preference  to  all  other  business.  It  would  come  up  as 
a'  matter  of  course,  the  Speaker  having  no  discretion  to 
relation  to  it. 

Those  who  have  objections  to  any  items  of  the  bill 
would  be  allowed  no  time  to  make  inquiries  respecting 
tliem.    It  would  not  be  in  order  to  call  op  any  other 
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[uestion,  of  whatever  magnitude  it  might  be.  This,  be 
»ld,  would  embarrass  and  trammel  the  House  to  no  pur- 
>ose;  for,  after  all,  every  gentleman  was  satisfied  of  one 
^ing,  that  when  the  majority  was  disposed  to  get  at  a 
[uestion,  tbey  would,  in  some  way,  get  at  it.  We  can- 
ot  take  the  Government  out  of  the  hands  of  the  major- 
\y  and  put  it  into  that  of  the  minority. 

Mr.  H.  EVERETT  moved,  as  an  amendment  to  the 
i8tructions»  that  no  appropriation  should  be  reported  or 
e  in  order  as  an  amendment  to  a  bill  for  any  expendi- 
lire  not  before  authoriaed  by  law. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said,  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from 
>hio,  [Mr.  VxHToir,]  that  the  rule  would  show  the  sense 
tf  the  House  that  those  bills,  dejute^  had  the  preference 
tver  others;  but  it  would  not  prevent  the  House  from 
aking  up  any  other  bill.  Tke  proposition  of  the  gen- 
leman  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Eyihktt]  would,  he  said, 
lomplicate  his  object  extremelyi  his  object  being  simply 
o  hasten  the  report  from  the  committee. 

Mr.  EVERETT  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first  branch  of 
ilr.  Adaxs's  motion  to  instruct,  and  it  was  determined 
II  the  affirmative,  91  to  76. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  modified  the  second  branch,  so  as 
o  provide  that  « the  appropriation  bills  shall  be  in  order 
n  preference  to  any  other  biUsof  a  public  nature,  unless 
>therwise  ordered  by  a  majority  of  the  House/' 

The  question  being  taken,  this  motion  was  also 
igreed  to. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  include  in  (he 
nstructions  an  alteration  of  the  rule  for  the  admiswon  of 
>erfions  (o  the  privileged  seats,  so  as  to  include  in  the 
ist  of  persons  to  be  admitted  the  district  attorneys,  in- 
cluding the  district  attorney  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  THOMAS  and 
3£ARDSLEY{  and,  the  question  being  taken  upon  it, 
It  was  lost. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  the  follow- 
ing: «  That  the  committee  be  instructed  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  25th  rule,  by  making  all 
imendments  in  order  pending  the  main  question."  The 
[>bject  of  the  amendment  was  to  bear  on  the  previous 
question. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  the  mover,  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  PARKER  moved  a  further  instruction  to  the 
select  committee,  that,  during  the  session  of  the  House, 
the  members  shall  remain  uncovered,  unless  specially 
permitted  by  the  Speaker. 

Messrs.  PARKER  and  BRIGGS  briefly  advocated  this 
motion,  and  it  was  opposed  by  Mr.  SUTHERLAND. 

Mr.  PARKS  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  in- 
structing the  committee  to  consider  all  propositions 
relative  to  the  rules  which  might  be  handed  them  by  any 
member.  Mr.  P.  was  induced  to  make  the  motion,  to 
avoid  any  unnecessary  consumption  of  time  in  discussing 
the  various  instructions  which  gentlemen  were  desirous 
of  offering. 

After  a  few  additional  remarks  by  Mr.  PARKER,  in 
favor  of  his  motion,  the  amendment  to  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  then  agreed  to,  and 
the  select  committee  was  ordered  to  consist  of  nine. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  . 

Ordaredf  That  the  standing  committees  of  the  House 
be  now  appointed. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  submitted  a  res- 
olution granting  the  use  of  the  hall  of  Representatives, 
on  Tuesday  evening  next,  to  the  American  Colonization 
Society;  which  was  agreed  to:  Yeas  104,  nays  not  count, 
ed. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  a  resolution 
i^^  furnishing  documents,  bills,  &c.,  to  certain  depart- 


ments and  officers  of  the  Government  therein  named « 
the  consideration  of  which,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  MANN, 
of  New  York,  was  waived  for  the  present. 

Several  messages  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  were  received  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Dohxlson,  his 
private  secretary i  which  were  laid  before  the  House  by 
tke  Speaker,  and  consisted  of-^ 

1st.  A  communication,  enclosing  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  relative  to  certain  transfers  of 
appropriation)  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  CAMRELENG, 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

2d.  A  message,  enclosing  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  of  certain  astronomical  observations  made  with  a 
view  to  the  ascertainment  of  the  northern  boundary  line 
of  the  State  of  Ohio;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  JOHN  Q. 
ADAMS,  was  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  nine, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

3d.  A  message,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  constitu- 
tion  (and  various  documents  in  reference  thereto)  adopt- 
ed by  a  convention  recently  assembled  in  the  Territory 
of  Michigan,  with  a  view  to  the  formation  of  a  new 
State  out  of  said  Territory. 

Mr.  J.  Y.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  refer  the 
latter  communication  to  a  select  committee,  and  that  it 
be  printed. 

Mr.  HAMER  moved  to  refer  the  message  to  the  same 
select  committee  to  which  the  communication  in  refer- 
ence to  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio  had 
been  committed. 

Mr.  MASON  remarked  that,  personally,  he  was  indif- 
ferent as  to  the  committee  to  which  this  subject  was  re- 
ferred.* There  was  some  delicacy  involved  in  the  two 
communications,  which  perhaps  might  be  obviated  by 
sending  them  to  different  committees.  He  should  clieer- 
fully  acquiesce  in  the  decision  of  the  House  upon  the 
subject  of  reference. 

Mr.  HOWARD  moved  to  amend  the  propositions,  by 
referring  the  latter  message  and  the  accompanying  doc« 
uments  to  the  standing  Committee  on  Territories.  Fie 
should  follow  up  this  motion^  if  it  succeeded,  by  moving 
to  reconsider  the  vote  whereby  the  communication  in 
reference  to  the  northern  botmdary  of  Ohio  had  just 
been  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  a  view  to  its 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  Territories.  He  con* 
ceived  there  was  no  propriety  in  sending  to  select  com- 
mittees matters  which  appropriately  belonged  to  the 
standing  committees  of  the  House. 

Before  any  question  Mras  taken,  the  House,  on  motion, 
adjourned  to  Monday  next. 

MOHDAT,  DSCXXDKB  14. 

Messrs.  GnAvis,  of  Kentucky,  and  GAmi.AND,  of  Lou* 
isiana,  appeared,  were  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

After  the  reading  of  the  journal  of  the  proccedingrs  of 
Thursday, 

Mr.  HOWARD  moved  the  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
by  which  the  message  from  the  President  relative  to  the 
Ohio  and  Michigan  boundary  line  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committeei  and,  on  his  motion,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

DEATH  OF  MR.  WILDMAN. 
Mr.  HALEY,  of  Connecticut,  announced  the  deatli  of 
hjs  colleagrue,  the  Hon.  Zalkoit  WiLDUAir,  a  Represen- 
tative in  Congress  from  the  State  of  Connecticut;  and, 
after  a  few  remarks  in  eulogy  of  the  deceased,  submit- 
ted a  motion  for  the  usual  demonstrations  of  respect  for 
his  memory)  which  was  unanimously  adopted. 

DEATH  OF  MR,  KANE. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  announcing 
the  death  of  the  Hon.  Elias  K.  Kavs,  Senator  from  the 
State  of  Illinois,  and  informing  the  House  that  the  Tunc-* 
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ral  will  take  place  in  the  Senate  chamber  at  half  past  13 
o'clock.    Whereupon, 

Mr.  CASEY,  of  Illinois^  moyed  the  following  rcsolu- 
tlon,  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved^  unanimously^  That,  in  testimony  of  respect 
for  the  memory  of  the  Hon.  Elias  K.  Kahs,  late  a  Sen- 
ator in  Gongrress  from  the  State  of  Illinois^  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty 
days. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  REYNOLDS,  of  Illinois,  the  House 
then  adjourned  for  the  purpose  of  attending  the  funeral. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

The  standing  committeea  of  the  House  were  announc- 
ed as  follows,  in  pursuance  of  the  order  of  Thursday 
last: 

On  Eledians.—'^Aessn.  Claiborne,  Griffin,  Hawkins, 
Hard,  Burns,  Kilsrore,  Buchanan,  Maury,  and  Boyd. 

OJ  Ways  and  iftoiu.— Messrs.  Cambreleng,  McKim, 
Loyall,  Corwin,  Johnson  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of  Maine, 
Lawrence  of  Massachusetts,  Ingersoll,  and  Owens. 

Of  Ciaims. — ^Messrs.  Whittlesey,  Forester,  Banks, 
Bynum,  ^rennell,  Daris,  Taliaferro,  P.  C.  Fuller,  and 
Chambers  of  Kentucky. 

On  CJmmeree, — Messrs.  Sutherland,  Pinckney,  Pearce 
of  Rhode  Island,  Gillet,  Phillips,  Johnson  of  Louisiana, 
Ingham  of  Connecticut,  Cushman,  and  McKeon. 

On  the  PuhHc  Lands, — Messrs.  Boon,  Slade,  Williams 
of  North  Carolina,  Lincoln,  Casey,  Kennon,  Dunlap, 
Chapman,  and  Harrison  of  Missouri. 

On  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads, — ^Connor,  Brtggs, 
Laporte,  Hall  of  Vermont,  Mann  of  New  York,  Cleve- 
land, French,  Shields,  and  Hopkins. 

For  the  District  of  Columhia.^Mt8nB,  W.  Q.  Shep- 
ard,  Hiester,  Vanderpoel,  Bouldin,  Washington,  Lane, 
Rogers,  Fairfield,  and  Towns. 

On  the  /ucitaory.— Messrs.  Beardsley,  Thomas,  Har- 
din, Pierce  of  New  Hampshire,  Robertson,  Peyton, 
Toucey,  Jones  of  Virginia,  and  Martin. 

On  Revotutionary  C^'iim.  ^Messrs.  Muhlenberg, 
Crane,  Standefer,  Turrill,  Kinnard,  Beaumont,  Craig, 
Chapin,  and  Underwood. 

On  Publie  Expenditures^-^JAesam.  Page,  Clark  of 
Pennsylyania,  McLene,  Mason  of  Maine,  Deberry,  Leon- 
ard, Haley,  White,  and  Weeks. 

On  Private  hand  Claims, — Messrs.  Carr,  Oalbraitb, 
Patterson,  Chambers  of  Pennsylvania,  May,  Garland  of 
Virginia,  Hammond,  Huntsman,  and  Lawler. 

On  i/anf</ic/tif«t.— Messrs.  J.  Q.  Adams^  Denny, 
Dickerson,  McComas,  Webster,  Gideon  Lee,  Judson, 
Holsey,  and  Granger. 

On  ^gneuHurc-^MewsTS.  Bockee,  Bean,  Roane, 
Shinn,  Deberry,  Bailey,  Logan,  Phelps,  and  Efner. 

On  Indian  .^^otrs.— Messrs.  Bell,  McCarty,  Everett, 
Graham,  Ashley,  Haynes,  Lyon,  Hawes,  and  Cbaney. 

On  Military  4^^s. ^Messrs.  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Speight,  Ward,  Thomson  of  Ohio,  Coffee,  Bunch, 
McKay,  Anthony,  and  Dromgoole. 

On  the  MUlia, — Messrs.  Glascock,  Henderson,  Wil- 
liam K.  Fuller,  Wagener,  Calhoun  of  Massachusetts, 
Joshua  Lee  of  New  York,  Carter,  Coles,  and  Williams 
of  Kentucky. 

On  NaoaiJ9ffaif$»'^yLtssrs,  Jarvis,  Milligan,  Lansing, 
Reed,  Grayson,  Parker,  Wise,  Ash,  and  Grantland. 

On  Foreign  Relations, — Messrs.  Mason  of  Virginia, 
Howard,  Campbell,  Cramer,  Hamer,  Allan  of  Kentucky, 
Parks,  Cusbing,  and  Jackson  of  Georgia. 

On  the  Ihrritaries. — Messrs.  Patton,  Potts^  Brown, 
Fowler,  Pickens,  Sprague,  Pearce  of  Maryland,  Borden, 
and  Montgomery. 

On  Revolutionary  Pensions. — Messrs.  Wardwell,  Lea 
of  Tennessee,  Lay,  Janes,  Storer,  Morgan,  Klingen- 
smith,  Bond,  and  Fry.  | 


On  itvaUd  Pensions. — ^Messrs.  Miller  of  Pennsylranls, 
Beale,  Evans  of  Maine,  Scbenck,  Taylor  of  New  York, 
Harrison  of  Pennsylvania,  Doubleday,  Hoar,  and  Howell. 

On  Roads  and  Canals. — Messrs.  Mercer,  Vinton,  Rcd- 
cher,  Lucas,  Reynolds  of  Illinois,  Hannegan,  Steele, 
Jackson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Calhoon  of  Kentack} . 

On  Revisal  and  UnJiiUshed  Business, — Messrs.  Hunt- 
ington, Mann  of  Pennsylvania,  Mason  of  Ohio,  Harbin, 
and  Farlin. 

On  Aeeounts. — Messrs.  Lee  of  New  Jersey^  Darling- 
ton, Hall  of  Maine,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  and  Tamer. 

On  Expenditures  in  the  Department  of  State. — Messrf. 
A.  H.  Shepperd,  Calhoun  of  Massachusetts,  Runt  of 
New  York,  Morris,  and  Sickles. 

On  Expendituree  in  the  Treasury  Department — 
Messrs.  Allen  of  Vermont,  Harper,  Spanker,  Russell, 
and  Barton. 

On  Expenditures  in  the  Department  of  War. — Messrs. 
Jones  of  Ohio»  Bovee,  Johnson  of  Vil^nia,  Love,  and 
Hubley. 

On  Expenditures  in  the  Navy  Department. — Messn. 
Hall  of  Maine,  Sioane,  Seymour,  Pettigrew*  and  Mason 
of  New  York. 

Ou  Expenditures  in  the  Post  Office  Department,^ 
Messrs.  Hawes,  Burns,  Childs,  BaUey  of  Maine,  and 
Reynolds  of  New  York. 

On  Expenditures  on  the  Puhlie  Buildinge. — Messrs. 
Darlington,  Hazeltine,  Pearce  of  Rhode  Island,  Gikl- 
braith,  and  Beale. 

SELECT  COMMITTEES. 

On  the  Rules  and  Orders  of  the  House. — Messrs.  Mann 
of  New  York,  Adams  of  Massachusetts,  Thomas  of 
Maryland,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  Cambreleng, 
Everett,  Parks,  Parker,  and  Chambers  of  Pennsylvania. 

On  the  Northern  Boundary  of  OAto.— Messrs.  J.  Q. 
Adams,  Hardin,  Patton,  Pierce  of  New  Hampahirr, 
Haynes,  Dickerson,  McKay,  Grayson,  and  Judson. 


TuBssAT,  Dbcxxbib  15. 

The  SPEAKER  notified  the  House  that,  in  corapTi- 
ance  with  its  rules,  be  should  to*<roorrow  call  for  peti- 
tions and  memorials  in  the  order  of  States  and  Territo- 
ries. 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

On  mo6on  of  Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  its  officers  by  baUot. 

Six  baliotings  for  the  choice  of  a  Sergeant-at-arma 
took  place,  the  last  of  whioh  resulted  as  follows: 
For  Roderick  Dorsey,  •  -  133 

Oliver  Pease,       ...  92 

Scattering,  ...  4 

So  RoBimicK  DomsBT,  of  Maryland,  waa  elected. 

Mr.  BOCKEE  offered  a  resolution,  proposing  the  re» 
election  of  Mr.  Ovbbtob  Cabb  as  doorkeeper,  and  J. 
W.  HuvTBB  as  assistant  doorkeeper  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HAWES  said  be  believed  that,  according  to  the 
rules  of  the  House,  where  the  persons  nominated  were 
opposed,  it  was  necessary  to  proceed  to  an  election. 
He  had  no  objection  to  the  nomination  now  made  for 
doorkeeper,  but,  as  he  understood  that  there  would  be 
opposition  as  to  the  office  of  asnstant  doorkeeper,  he 
must  object  to  so  much  of  the  resolution  offered. 

On!motion  of  Mr.  McCARTY, 

The  House  adjourned. 


WKnirsaDAT,  Dbcxxbib  16, 

Mr.  Thompsoit,  of  South  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Rir- 
£KT,  of  Louisiana,  appeared,  were  qualified^  and  took 
their  seats. 
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RoDKBicK  DosBET,  clected  Sergeant-atrarms  of  the 
House  of  Representattvea,  presented  bimsetf  and  was 
qualified. 

SLAVERY  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD,  understandincTt  he  said,  that  by  a 
presentation  of  a  petition,  a  member  was  not  made  re- 
sponsible for  its  propositions,  presented  a  petition  sig^oed 
by  172  females,  praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the 
slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  moved  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Diftrict  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr.  CRAMER  moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD  then  presented  a  similar  petition, 
which  he  moved  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  said,  as  ii  was  extremely 
desirable  to  have  an  expression  of  sentiment  on  this  sub- 
ject, by  the  House,  he  would  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion;  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BOON  called  for  the  reading  of  the  memorial. 
Af)er  it  was  read, 

Mr.  EVERETT  rose  to  ask  whether  the  motion  to 
lav  on  the  table  was  made  by  the  member  who  present- 
ed the  petition. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD  replied  in  the  affirmative. 
Mr.  SLADE  moved  that  the  memorial  be  printed. 
Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  asked  the  divi- 
sion of  the  question. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion  to  print,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Tbe  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

Tbas — Messrs.  C.  Allan,    Anthony,    Ash,    Ashley, 
Bailey,   Barton,   Beale,  Bean,  Beardsley,  Beaumont, 
Bell,.   Bockee,  Bond,   Boon,    Booldin,   Bovee,  Boyd, 
Bro^n,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  Bums,  J.  Calhoon,  Cambrel- 
eng,  Campbell,  Carr,  Carter,  Casey,  George  Chambers, 
Johi»  Chambers,  Cbaney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  Claiborne, 
Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig,  Cramer,  Crane, 
Cushmao,    Davis,    Deberry,    Dickerson,    Doubleday, 
Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Efner,  Everett,  Fairfield,  Farlin, 
Forester,  Fowler,  French,  Fry,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  William 
K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  James  Garland,   Rice  Garland, 
Gillet,  Glascock,  Graham,  Granger,  Grantland,  Graves, 
Grayson,  Griffin,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hammond,  Han- 
negan.   Hard,   Hardin,   Harlan,  Samuel    S.  Harrison, 
Albert  6.  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynesy  Hoar, 
Hopkins,  Howard,  Howell,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Hunts- 
man, IngersoU,  Ingham,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jarvis,  Joseph 
Johnson,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Henry 
Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,   Benjamin    Jones,  Judson, 
Kennon,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Klingensnith,  Lane,  Lansing, 
Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  L. 
Lea,  Leonardf  Lincoln,  Logan,  Loyal],  Lucas,  Lyon, 
Abijah    Mann,  Job    Mann,  Martin,  John   T.   Mason, 
William  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  Maury, 
May,    McComas,  McKay,   McKeon,   McKim,   Mercer, 
Milligan,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Parks, 
Patterson,  Franklin  Pierce,  James  A.  Pearce,   Petti- 
grew^helpSy  Phillips,  Pickens,  Pinckney,  Reed,  John 
Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Ripley,  Roane,  Robertson, 
Seymour,  Shepard,  Shepperd,  Shields,  Shinn,  Sickles, 
Spangler,     Steele,    Storer,     Sutherland,     Taliaferro, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  J.  Thomson,  W.  Thompson,  Touccy, 
Towns,  Turner,  Turrill,  Underwood,  Vanderpoel,  Vin- 
ton, Wagener,  Ward,  Webster,  Weeks,  White,  Lewis 
Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  Wise— 180. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  H.  AUen^  Banks,  Borden, 
Griggs,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Clark,  Gushing,  Darlington, 
Evans,  Grennell,  Hiland  Hall,  Harper,  Hazeltine,  Hen. 
derson,  Hiester,  Hubley,  William  Jackson,  Janes,  La- 
porte,  Love,  Morris,  Parker,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Potts, 


Russell,  Slade,  Sloane,  Sprague,  Wardwell,  Whittle* 
sey— 31. 

Mr.  SLADE  said  that,  having  made  the  motion  to 
print,  he  would  beg  leave  to  say  a  few  words  in  its  sup- 
port. He  should  not  be  discouraged  in  pressing  the 
motion,  by  the  vote  which  had  just  been  given  to  lay 
the  memorial  on  the  table.  Many  genUemen,  he  knew, 
had  voted  in  favor  of  that  motion,  simply  upon  the 
ground  that  it  had  been  made  by  the  gentleman*  who 
had  presented  the  memorial,  but  who  would  not,  be 
was  persuaded,  deny  the  memorialists  the  privilege  of 
laying  their  views  before  the  House  and  the  country,  in 
tbe  manner  contemplated  by  the  motion  he  had  made. 
He  thought  the  printing  was  due  to  the  memorialists, 
and  to  the  subject  of  their  memorial.  It  was,  confess- 
edly, one  of  great  nationaL  importance.  It  had  long 
occupied  the  anxious  attention  of  a  large  and  highly 
respectable  portion  of  the  country,  who  had  repeatedly 
pressed  the  subjeet  upon  the  consideration  of  Congress; 
and  whatever  might  be  the  views  of  gentlemen  in  regard 
to  the  expediencv  of  gpranting  the  prayer  of  the  memo- 
rialists, it  seemed  to  him  that  it  was  due  to  them,  as  a 
matter  of  common  courtesy  and  common  right,  that  the 
memorial  should  be  printed,  to  the  end  that  it  might 
receive  that  attention  which  the  importance  of  the  ques- 
tion and  the  character  of  tbe  memorialists  demanded. 

He  was,  indeed,  personally  unacquainted  with  themi 
but  they  belonged  to  a  section  of  tbe  country  as  much 
enlightened  on  the  subject  of  human  rights,  and  as  well 
informed  in  regard  to  their  constitutional  privileges,  as 
any  other  portion  of  the  Union.  If  they  were  of  the 
same  stamp  with  those  of  his  constituents  who  entertain- 
ed the  same  views,  and  who  bad  instructed  him  to  pre- 
sent memorials  similar  to  that  now  before  the  House,  be 
was  sure  that  none  could  deny  to  them  a  respectful 
hearing,  and  to  their  memorial  the  regard,  at  least, 
which  would  be  indicated  by  ordering  it  to  be  printed. 

These  memorials  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the 
slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia  were  less  con- 
nected with  the  efforts  for  a  general  and  immediate 
abolition  of  slaveiy  in  the  southern  States  than  was 
commonly  believed.  He  had  charge  of  memorials  of 
the  same  character,  which  he  knew  contained  the  names 
of  many  individuals  who  had  no  connexion  with  aboli- 
tion societies,  and  who  did  not  harmonize  with  their 
views  in  regard  to  the  object  of  their  efforts;  but  who, 
nevertheless,  felt  deeply  impressed  with  a  conviction  of 
the  right  and  the  duty  of  Congress  to  act  upon  this 
subject,  and  to  abolish  slavery,  and  erase  from  the 
national  escutcheon  the  foul  blot  of  the  slave  trade  within 
the  limits  of  Ibis  District. 

[The  Chair  here  interposed,  and  remarked  that  it 
was  not  in  order  to  go  into  the  merits  of  the  petition  on 
the  motion  to  print.] 

Mr.  Sladx  said  he  was  well  aware  of  the  rule  suggest- 
ed by  the  Chair,  which  he  did  not  intend  to  transgress 
by  any  attempt  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  question  in- 
volved in  the  memorial.  He  only  insisted  on  the  pro- 
priety of  printing  it;  and  he  felt  warranted  in  pressing 
his  motion,  not  only  by  the  considerations  he  had  sug- 
gested, but  by  the  additional  one  that  former  memorials 
to  the  same  effect  had  been  printed  by  order  of  the 
House.  He  referred,  especially,  to  one  which  had  been 
presented  in  1828,  sif^ned  by  more  than  eleven  hundred 
citizens  of  this  District,  great  numbers  of  whom  were 
slaveholders,  and  many  of  whom  be  knew  to  be  among 
the  most  respectable  inhabitants  of  the  District.  That 
memorial  set  forth  in  strong  language  the  evils  of  slavery, 
and  painted,  in  vivid  colors,  the  abominations  of  tbe 
slave  trade  within  this  territory  over  which  Congress  ia 
invested  with  the  right  of  exclusive  legislation.  The 
signcra  of  the  memorial  were  not  in  a  situation  to  be 
accused  of  fanaticism,  while  they  were  in  a  condition  to 
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fbrm  A  correct  Judgment  with  regard  to  the  eyiU  of 
which  they  complained,  and  for  which  they  besought 
Congress  to  provide  a  remedy;  and  if  gentlemen  would 
take  the  trouble  to  examine  that  petition,  they  would 
find  the  evils  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  set  forth  in 
stronger  language  than  that  which  was  employed  in  the 
memorial  which  he  now  asked  the  House  to  print.  He 
woul4  add,  that  the  memorial  to  which  he  referred  was 
called  up  two  years  ago  by  an  honorable  member  from 
New  Hampshire,  now  a  member  of  the  Senate;  and,  on 
his  motion,  was  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  names  of 
the  signers.  He  submitted  whether,  with  this  precedent 
before  them,  the  House  could  refuse  to  make  the  order 
which  his  motion  contemplated. 

Mr.  YANDBRPOEL  remarked  that,  inasmuch  as  the 
memorial  had  been  audibly  read  by  the  Clerk,  and  the 
contents  of  it  were  now  well  understood  by  every  mem- 
ber of  the  House,  and  as  the  motion  to  print  was  de- 
batable, and  the  debate  now  commenced  was  vtry  un- 
profitable, and  would,  in  all  probability,  if  not  arrested, 
consume  the  day,  he  would  move  to  lay  the  motion  to 
print  upon  the  table;  and  upon  that  motion  he  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered  by  the  House. 

The  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative, as  follows  : 

Teas — Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Anthony,  Ash,  Ashley, 
Bailey,  Barton,  Beale,  Bean,  Beardsley,  Beaumont, 
Bell,  Bockee,  Bond,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Bovee,  Boyd, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  Burns,  J.  Calhoon,  Cambrel- 
eng,  Campbell,  Carr,  Casey,  John  Chambers,  Chaney, 
Chapman,  Chapin,  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coffee,  Coles, 
Connor,  Craig,  Cramer,  Crane,  Cushman,  Davis,  Deberry, 
Bickerson,  Uoubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Efner, 
Fairfield,  Farlin,  Forester,  French,  Fry,  Philo  C.  Ful- 
ler, William  K.  Fuller,  James  Garland,  Rice  Garland, 
Gillet,  Glascock,  Graham,  Grantland,  Graves,  Grayson, 
'Grifiin,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hamer,  Hammond,  Hanne- 

fan,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Albert  G.  Harrison,  Hawes,  Haw- 
ins,  Haynes,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Howell,  Huntington, 
Huntsman,  Ingham,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jarvis^  Joseph 
Johnson,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Henry 
Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Judson,  Ken- 
non,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Klingensmith,  Lane,  Lansing, 
Laporte,  Lawler,  Gideon  I^e,  Joshua  Lee,  Luke  Lea, 
Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Ahijah  Mann, 
Job  Mann,  Martin,  John  T.  Mason,  William  Mason, 
Moses  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  May,  McComas, 
McKay,  McKeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Mercer,  Mont- 
gomery, Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Parks,  Patterson, 
Fatten,  Franklin  Pierce,  James  A.  Pearce,  Pettigrew, 
Phelps,  Pickens,  Pinckniy,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph 
Reynolds,  Ripley,  Roane,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Schenck, 
Seymour,  William  B.  Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd, 
Shields,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Smith,  Spangler,  Standefer, 
Steele,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turner,  Turrill,  Un- 
derwood, Vanderpoel,  Wagcner,  Ward,  Washington, 
Weeks,  White,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams, 
Wise— 169. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Banks,  Borden, 
Briggs,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Carter,  George  Chambers, 
Chiids,  Clark,  Corwin,  Gushing,  Darlington,  Evans, 
Everett,  Galbraith,  Granger,  Grennell,  Hiland  Hall, 
Hard,  Harper,  Hazeltine,  Henderson,  Hicster,  Hoar, 
Hubley,  Hunt,  Ingersoll,  William  Jackson,  Janes,  Law- 
rence, Lay,  Lincoln,  Love,  Milligan,  Morris,  Parker, 
Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Phillips,  Potts,  Reed,  Russell,  Slade, 
Sloane,  Sprague,  Vinton,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Whittle- 
sey—49. 

So  the  motion  to  print  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Numerous  petitions  and  memorials  were  now  present- 
ed; among  which. 

The  SPEAKER  presented  the  petition  of  David  Hew- 


land,  of  North  Carolina,  contesting  the  election  of  Jamei 
Graham  to  a  seat  in  this  Hous^,  as  a  Representative  froa 
the  State  of  North  Carolina.  « 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  the  pe- 
tition and  accompanying  papers  were  referred  to  tke 
Committee  on  Elections. 

Mr.  HAMER,  of  Ohio,  rose  and  remarked  that  he  was 
absent  from  his  seat  when  the  question  was  taken  on  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  FAiarnui,] 
and  he  asked  leave  now  to  record  his  vote;  but  it  was 
objected  to. 

"  Mr.  HOLSET,  of  Georgia,  asked  leaye  to  record  hii 
vote  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  motion  to  print  the  memo* 
rial  presented  by  the  gentleman  from  Maine  on  the  table; 
and  an  objection  being  made, 

Mr.  HOLSEY  moved  the  suspension  of  the  rule,  to 
enable  him  to  effect  his  object;  which  motion  was  nega- 
tived. 

The  SPEAKER  presented  a  letter  from  Eujah  E. 
CaAaT,  transmitting  his  credentials  as  a  RepreseataUre 
in  Congress  from  the  State  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  said  the  gentleman  could  not  be 
considered  a  member  of  the  House,  and  was  not  entitled 
to  a  seat  as  such.  As  Michigan  had  assumed  the  positioa 
of  a  State,  and  the  question  of  her  admission  was  pend- 
ing, the  House  could  not  prejudge  that  question  by  ad- 
mitting the  gentleman  to  a  seat  as  a  member.  But,  u 
an  act  of  courtesy  to  him,  he  moved  that  a  seat  be  u- 
signed  to  him  within  the  House,  and  that  his  commuat- 
cation  be  printed  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MERCER  said  he  could  not  concur  in  the  pro- 
priety of  the  course  suggested.  In  order  to  have  time 
to  consult  the  precedents  on  the  subject,  he  moved  thit 
the  motion  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  H^NNEGAN  moved  an  adjournment  |  which  vu 
agreed  to,  and 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

TOUBSOAT,  DSGXMBKa  17. 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

The  House  took  up  the  resolution  heretofore  oflfered 
by  Mr.  Bockes,  for  the  appointment  of  certain  officers 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  BOCKEE  modified  the  resolution  so  as  to  read  as 
follows: 

Resokftdt  That  Ovshtov  CAHa  he  appointed  principal 
doorkeeper  of  the  House;  and  the  resolution  was  agreed 
to  nem.  con. 

Mr.  BOCKEE  then  submitted  the  following  resolution.- 

Jiesolvedt  That  the  House  do  now  proceed  to  the  choice 
of  an  assistant  doorkeeper,  by  ballot. 

Mr.  HAYNES  nominated  Colonel  Josv  W.  Hmrria. 

Mr.  PATTON  nominated  Johf  B.  Dads. 

Mr.  ALLAN,  of  Kentucky,  nominated  OLrrxa  Psasi. 

Messrs.  Hatvis,  Pattov,  and  Allav  of  Kentucky, 
were  appointed  tellers. 

The  result  of  the  first  ballot  was  as  follows: 

For  Hunter, 155 

Dade, 39 

Pease,  ----••         TT 
Blanks, -  5 

JoBir  W.  HoHTKB,  having  a  majority  of  all  the  votes, 
was  declared  to  be  duly  elected. 

PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BEARDSLEY,  the  Hoose  reserved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  on  the  President's  message,  Mr.  J.  Q.  Aaavb  in 
the  chair. 

^MK  BEARDSLEY  offered  the  following  resolotioos, 
which  were  agreed  to: 

Beaohed,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  message  as 
relates  to  the  public  lands,  to  the  condition  of  the  Gen- 
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eral  Land  OfRce,  and  to  improyements  in  tlie  land  sys- 
tem, be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 
Jiesolved,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  public  in- 
terest intrusted  to  the  War  Department,  except  so  much 
thereof  as  relates  to  Indian  anairs,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  BCilitary  Affairs. 

Hesolved,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to 
the  militia  of  the  United  States  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Militia. 

Hesolved,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relatea  to 
the  Indian  tribes,  and  every  thing  connected  therewith, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Hesohedf  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to 
the  political  relations  of  the  United  States  with  foreign 
nations,  including  <Hhe  ascertainment  of  the  claims  to  be 
paid  and  the  apportionment  of  the  funds  under  the  con- 
vention made  with  Spain,"  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Hesolvedf  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States  with  foreign  nations 
and  their  dependencies  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Resolved^  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to 
the  finances,  and  every  thing  connected  therewitht  the 
custody  of  the  public  moneys,  and  every  thing  connected 
therewith;  the  offices  of  commissioners  of  loans  and  of 
the  sinking  fund,  and  every  thing  connected  with  the 
operations  of  those  ofUces;  and  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  including  th^  books  and  stock  of  the  United  States 
in  that  institution,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

Eesoivedf  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  the  public 
interest  intrusted  to  the  Navy  Department,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Resolved^  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to 
the  report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  the  condition  and 
operations  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  and  every 
thing  connected  therewith,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Resolvedf  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to 
"amending  that  part  of  the  constitution  which  provides 
for  the  election  of  the  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States,'*  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Resolved^  That  so'  much  of  said  message  as  relates  *<to 
the  present  condition  of  the  District  of  Columbia,"  and 
which  recommends  a  revision  of  its  laws  and  the  exten- 
sion of  political  rights  to  its  citizens,  be  referred  to  the 
Corooiittee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Resolved^  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  '*to 
the  defects  which  exist  in  the  judicial  system  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  and  which  recommend  an  extension  of  that 
system  to  all  the  States,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  the  Commit- 
tee rose  and  reported  the  resolutions,  and  they  were 
concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  select  committee  on  the  subject  of  the  election 
of  the  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States 
was  ordered  to  consist  of  nine. 

ELECTION  OF  CHAPLAIN. 

Mr.  THOMSON,  of  Ohio,  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
customary  joint  resolution  for  the  election  of  two  chap- 
lains to  Congress. 

Mr.  WARD  WELL  stated  that  he  had  intended,  when 
this  resolution  should  be  considered  by  the  Hou^je,  to  of- 
fer an  amendment,  prohibiting  the  use  of  this  hall  on  the 
Sabbath  to  the  chaplains  of  Congress,  or  for  any  other 
purpose  whatsoever.  As  he  did  not,  however,  wish  to 
embarrass  the  election  of  chaplains,  which  he  should 
not  oppose,  and  aa  some  members  supposed  that  such 


would  be  the  effect,  he  would  not  now  offer  the  amend* 
ment,  but  would  give  notice  that  he  should*  at  some  fu« 
ture  day,  offer  a  resolution,  the  effect  of  which  will 
be,  if  adopted  by  the  House,  to  close  this  hall  on  the 
Sabbath. 
'  The  resolution  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  JoBirsov,  of 
Kentucky,  for  supplying  the  heads  of  Departments  and 
bureaux,  and  other  officers  of  the  Government,  with 
copies  of  the  public  documents  printed  by  order  of  Con- 
gress, was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  PATTON  objected  to  the  resolution,  on  the 
ground  that  no  object  of  public  utility  couM  be  gained 
by  it. 

Af^er  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  MANN,  WISE9 
MILLER,  and  JOHNSON  of  Kentucky. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  moved  the  reference  of 
the  resolution  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  with 
instructions  to  inquire  and  report  whether,  in  the  trans- 
action of  public  business,  the  public  interest  would  be 
promoted  in  whole  or  in  part;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WARD  moved  that  when  the  House  adjourns,  it 
adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  offered  some  reasons  connected 
with  the  private  bills  long  before  Congress,  which  have 
heretofore  failed  for  want  of  time,  in  opposition  to  the 
motion. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  WARD,  and  a  suggestion 
from  Mr.  MERCER,  that  next  Friday  being  Christmas, 
the  House  would  not  probably  sit,  nor  on  the  foHowing; 
Friday,  which  would  be  new-year's  day, 

Mr.  BOON  moved  that  the  motion  be  laid  on  the  table; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELEN6,  the  annual  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  estimates  of 
the  Treasury,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

The  House  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

Fbibat,  Dxcxkbxb  18. 

Mr.  McKxirirAir  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat. 

SLAVERY  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  JACKSON,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  sundry  citizens  of  Massachusetts,  praying  Con- 
gress to  provide  for  the  immediate  abolition  of  slavery 
within  the  District  of  Columbia;  which  he  moved  to  re- 
fer to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  HAMMOND  moved  that  the  petition  be  not  re- 
ceived. The  large  majority  by  which  the  House  had 
rejected  a  similar  petition  a  few  days  ago  had  been  very 
gratifying  to  him,  and  no  doubt  would  be  very  gratify- 
ing to  the  whole  South.  He  bad  hoped  it  would  satisfy 
gentlemen  charged  with  such  petitions,  of  the  impro- 
priety of  introducing  theyi  here.  Since,  however,  it  had 
not  had  that  effect,  and  they  persisted  still  in  urging 
them  upon  the  House  and  upon  the  country,  he  thought 
it  was  not  requiring  too  much  of  the  House,  to  ask  it  to 
put  a  more  decided  seal  of  reprobation  on  them,  by 
peremptorily  rejecting  this. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  was  not  aware  that  such  a 
motion  had  ever  been  sustained  by  the  former  practice 
of  the  House;  and  in  addition  to  that,  by  a  standing  rule 
of  the  House,  (the  45th,)  petitions  and  memorials  could 
Yiot  be  debated  or  decided  on  the  day  of  their  presenta- 
tion, but  must  lie  over  one  day,  unless  the  House  should 
direct  otherwise. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Virginia,  then  moved  to  lay  the 
petition  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HAMMOND  said,  as  he  was  aware  of  no  rule  of 
the  House  restricting  the  rejection  of  petitions,  ho 
would  modif)r  his  motion  accordingly,  by  moving  that 
the  House  reject  the  petition. 
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fbrm  A  correct  Judgment  with  regard  to  the  evils  of 
which  they  complained,  and  for  which  they  besought 
Congress  to  provide  a  remedy;  and  if  gentlemen  would 
take  the  trouble  to  examine  that  petition,  they  would 
find  the  evils  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  set  forth  in 
stronger  language  than  that  which  was  employed  in  the 
memorial  which  he  now  asked  the  House  to  print.  He 
woul4  add,  that  the  memorial  to  which  he  referred  was 
called  up  two  years  ago  by  an  honorable  member  from 
New  Hampshire,  now  a  member  of  the  Senate;  and,  on 
his  motion,  was  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  names  of 
the  signers.  He  submitted  whether,  with  this  precedent 
before  them,  the  House  could  refuse  to  make  the  order 
which  his  motion  contemplated. 

Mr.  YANDBRPOEL  remarked  that,  inasmuch  as  the 
memorial  had  been  audibly  read  by  the  Clerk,  and  the 
contents  of  it  were  now  well  understood  by  every  mem- 
ber of  the  House,  and  as  the  motion  to  print  was  de- 
batable, and  the  debate  now  commenced  was  very  un- 
profitable, and  would,  in  all  probability,  if  not  arrested, 
consume  the  day,  he  would  move  to  lay  the  motion  to 
print  upon  the  table;  and  upon  that  motion  he  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered  by  the  House. 

The  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative, as  follows: 

Teas — Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Anthony,  Ash,  Ashley, 
Bailey,  Barton,  Beale,  Bean,  Beardsley,  Beaumont, 
Bell,  Bockee,  Bond,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Bovee,  Boyd, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  Burns,  J.  Calhoon,  Cambrel- 
eng,  Campbell,  Carr,  Casey,  John  Chambers,  Chaney, 
Chapman,  Chapin,  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coffee,  Coles, 
Connor,  Craig,  Cramer,  Crane,  Cushman,  Davis,  Deberry, 
Bickerson,  Uoubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Efner, 
Fairfield,  Farlin,  Forester,  French,  Fry,  Philo  C.  Ful- 
ler, William  K.  Fuller,  James  Garland,  Rice  Garland, 
Gillet,  Glascock,  Graham,  Grantland,  Graves,  Grayson, 
Griffin,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hamer,  Hammond,  Hanne- 

SLn,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Albert  G.  Harrison,  Hawes,  Haw- 
ns,  Haynes,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Howell,  Huntington, 
Huntsman,  Ingham,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jarvis,  Joseph 
Johnson,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Henry 
Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Judson,  Ken- 
non,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Klingensmitli,  Ijune,  Lansing, 
LAporte,  Lawler,  Gideon  I^e,  Joshua  Lee,  Luke  Lea, 
Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Abijah  Mann, 
Job  Mann,  Martin,  John  T.  Mason,  William  Mason, 
Moses  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  May,  McComas, 
McKay,  McKeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Mercer,  Mont- 
gomery, Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Parks,  Patterson, 
Fatten,  Franklin  Pierce,  James  A.  Pearce,  Pettigrew, 
Phelps,  Pickens,  Pinckn6y,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph 
Reynolds,  Ripley,  Roane,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Schenck, 
Seymour,  William  B.  Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd, 
Shields,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Smith,  Spangler,  Standefer, 
Steele,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turner,  Turrill,  Un- 
derwood, Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Washington, 
Weeks,  White,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams, 
Wise— 169. 

NxTS^Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Banks,  Borden, 
Briggs,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Carter,  George  Chambers, 
Childs,  Clark,  Corwin,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Evans, 
Everett,  Galbraith,  Granger,  Grennell,  Hiland  Hall, 
Hard,  Harper,  Hazeltlne,  Henderson,  Hiester,  Hoar, 
Hubley,  Hunt,  Ingersoll,  William  Jackson,  Janes,  Law- 
rence, Lay,  Lincoln,  Love,  Milligan,  Morris*  Parker, 
Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Phillips,  Potts,  Reed,  Russellf  Slade, 
Sloane,  Sprague,  Vinton,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Whittle- 
sey— 49. 

So  the  motion  to  print  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Numerous  petitions  and  memorials  were  now  present- 
ed; among  which. 

The  SPEAKEK  presented  the  pelStion  of  David  Hew- 


land,  of  North  Carolina,  contesting  the  election  or  James 
Graham  to  a  seat  in  this  Hous^,  as  a  Repreaenlatire  Iroa 
the  State  of  North  Carolina.  , 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Island*  the  pe- 
tltion  and  accompanying  papers  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Elections. 

Mr.  HAMER,  of  Ohio,  rose  and  remarked  that  he  was 
absent  from  his  seat  when  the  question  was  taken  on  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  FAjmnxij»,] 
and  he  asked  leave  now  to  record  hb  vote;  but  it  was 
objected  to. 

^  Mr.  HOLSEY,  of  Georgia,  asked  leave  to  record  hii 
vote  on  the  motion  to  lay  me  motion  to  print  the  memo- 
rial presented  by  the  gentleman  from  Maine  on  tbe  table; 
and  an  objection  being  made, 

Mr.  HOLSEY  moved  the  suspension  of  the  rule,  to 
enable  him  to  efi*ect  his  object;  which  motion  was  nega- 
tived. 

The  SPEAKER  presented  a  letter  from  Eujah  E. 
CaAKT,  transmitting  his  credentials  as  a  Representative 
in  Cong^ss  from  the  State  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  said  the  genUeman  could  not  be 
considered  a  member  of  the  House,  and  was  not  entitled 
to  a  seat  as  such.  As  Michigan  had  assumed  the  posHioQ 
of  a  State,  and  the  question  of  her  admiaaion  was  pend- 
ing, the  House  could  not  prejudge  that  question  by  ad> 
mitting  the  gentleman  to  a  seat  as  a  member.  But,  as 
an  act  of  courtesy  to  him,  he  moved  that  a  seat  be  as- 
signed to  him  within  the  House,  and  that  bis  conunum- 
cation  be  printed  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MERCER  said  he  could  not  concur  in  the  pro- 
priety of  the  course  suggested.  In  order  to  have  time 
to  consult  the  precedents  on  the  subject,  he  moved  thit 
the  motion  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  H^NNEGAN  moved  an  adjournment  { which  wu 
agreed  to,  and 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

Tbursdat,  DxGX]iBa&  17. 
ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

The  House  took  up  the  resolution  heretofore  offered 
by  Mr.  Bockib,  for  the  appointment  of  certain  officers 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  BOCKEE  modified  the  resolution  so  as  to  read  as 
follows: 

ReBotvedf  That  Ovxatoit  Cabb  be  appointed  principal 
doorkeeper  of  the  House;  and  the  resolution  was  agreed 
to  nem,  eon. 

Mr.  BOCKEE  then  submitted  the  following  resolution; 

JRtiohedt  That  the  House  do  now  proceed  to  the  choice 
of  an  assistant  doorkeeper,  by  ballot. 

Mr.  HAYNES  nominated  Colonel  JoHir  W.  Hithtxi. 

Mr.  PATTON  nominated  Jonir  B.  Dasx. 

Mr.  ALLAN,  of  Kentucky,  nominated  Olitxb  Pxasx. 

Messrs.  Hathxs,  Pattoit,  and  Allah  of  Kentucky, 
were  appointed  tellers. 

The  result  of  the  first  ballot  was  as  follows: 

For  Hunter, t55 

Dade, 29 

Pease, IT 

Blanks, 5 

JoBir  W.  HuKTXB,  having  a  majority  of  all  the  votes, 
was  declared  to  be  duly  elected. 

PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BEARDSLEY,  the  Hoose  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  state  of  the 
Union  on  the  President's  message,  Mr.  J.  Q.  Abaxs  in 
the  chair. 

rMrl  BEARDSLEY  offered  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  agreed  to: 

Eesoloed,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  message  as 
relates  to  the  public  lands,  to  the  conditioo  of  the  Gen- 
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eral  Land  Office,  and  to  improvements  in  tlie  land  sys- 
tem, be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 
Besolved,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  public  in- 
terest intrusted  to  the  War  Department,  except  so  much 
thereof  as  relates  to  Indian  atTairs,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs^ 

Resolvtdy  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to 
the  militia  of  the  United  States  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Militia. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relatea  to 
the  Indian  tribes,  and  every  thing  connected  therewith* 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Heaohedt  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to 
the  political  relations  of  the  United  States  with  foreign 
nutions,  including  'Hhe  ascertainment  of  the  claims  to  be 
paid  and  the  apportionment  of  the  funds  under  the  con- 
vention made  with  Spain,"  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations. 

JReaolvedf  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States  with  foreign  nations 
and  their  dependencies  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Hesolvedf  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to 
the  finances,  and  every  thing  connected  therewitht  the 
custody  of  the  public  moneys,  and  every  thing  connected 
therewith;  the  offices  of  commissioners  of  loans  and  of 
the  sinking  fund,  and  every  thing  connected  with  the 
operations  of  those  offices;  and  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  including  the  books  and  stock  of  the  United  States 
in  that  institution,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

jReiolvedf  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  the  public 
interest  intrusted  to  the  Navy  Department,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Resolved^  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to 
the  report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  the  condition  and 
operations  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  and.  every 
thing  connected  therewith,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Reaolvedt  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to 
"amending  that  part  of  the  constitution  which  provides 
for  the  election  of  the  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States,"  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Resobedf  That  so'  much  of  said  message  as  relates  *<to 
the  present  condition  of  the  District  of  Columbia,"  and 
which  recommends  a  revision  of  its  biws  and  the  exten- 
sion of  political  rights  to  its  citizens,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Resolvedt  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  'Ho 
the  defects  which  exist  in  the  judicial  system  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  and  which  recommend  an  extension  of  that 
system  to  all  the  States,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  the  Commit- 
tee rose  and  reported  the  resolutions,  and  they  were 
concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  select  committee  on  the  subject  of  the  election 
of  the  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States 
was  ordered  to  consist  of  nine. 

ELECTION  OF  CHAPLAIN. 

Mr.  THOMSON,  of  Ohio,  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
customary  joint  resolution  for  the  election  of  two  chap- 
lains to  Congress. 

Mr.  WARD  WELL  stated  that  he  had  intended,  when 
this  resolution  should  be  considered  by  the  House,  to  of- 
fer an  amendment,  prohibiting  the  use  of  this  hall  on  the 
Sabbath  to  the  chaplains  of  Congress,  or  for  any  other 
purpose  whatsoever.  As  he  did  not,  however,  wish  to 
embarrass  the  election  of  chaplains,  which  he  should 
not  oppose,  and  as  some  members  supposed  that  such 


would  be  the  effect,  he  would  not  now  offer  the  amend* 
ment,  but  would  give  notice  that  he  should,  at  some  fu- 
ture day,  offer  a  resolution,  the  effect  of  which  will 
be,  if  adopted  by  the  House,  to  close  this  hall  on  the 
Sabbath. 
-  The  resolution  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  Joairsoir,  of 
Kentucky,  for  supplying  the  heads  of  Departments  and 
bureaux,  and  other  officers  of  the  Government,  with 
copies  of  the  public  documents  printed  by  order  of  Con- 
gress, was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  PATTON  objected  to  the  resolution,  on  the 
ground  that  no  object  of  public  utility  couM  be  gained 
by  it. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  MANN,  WISE9 
MILLER,  and  JOHNSON  of  Kentucky. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  moved  the  reference  of 
the  resolution  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  with 
instructions  to  inquire  and  report  whether,  in  the  trans- 
action of  public  business,  the  public  interest  would  be 
promoted  in  whole  or  in  part;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WARD  moved  that  when  the  House  adjourns,  it 
adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  offered  some  reasons  connected 
with  the  private  bills  long  before  Congress,  which  have 
heretofore  failed  for  want  of  time,  in  opposition  to  the 
motion. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  WARD,  and  a  suggestion 
from  Mr.  MERCER,  that  next  Friday  being  Christmas, 
the  House  would  not  probably  sit,  nor  on  the  foHowing; 
Friday,  which  would  be  new-year's  day, 

Mr.  BOON  moved  that  the  motion  be  laid  on  the  table; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELEN6,  the  annual  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  estimates  of 
the  Treasury,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

The  House  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

Fbisat,  Dxcxkbxr  18. 

Mr.  McKsirirAir  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat. 

SLAVERY  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  JACKSON,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  sundry  citizens  of  Massachusetts,  praying  Con- 
gpress  to  provide  for  the  immediate  abolition  of  slavery 
within  the  District  of  Columbia;  which  he  moved  to  re- 
fer to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  HAMMOND  moved  that  the  petition  be  not  re- 
ceived. The  large  majority  by  which  the  House  had 
rejected  a  similar  petition  a  few  days  ago  bad  been  very 
gratifying  to  him,  and  no  doubt  would  be  very  gratify^ 
ing  to  the  whole  South.  He  bad  hoped  it  would  satisfy 
gentlemen  charged  with  such  petitions,  of  the  impro- 
priety of  introducing  theyi  here.  Since,  however,  it  had 
not  had  that  effect,  and  they  persisted  still  in  urging 
them  upon  the  House  and  upon  the  country,  he  tliought 
it  was  not  requiring  too  much  of  the  House,  to  ask  it  to 
put  a  more  decided  seal  of  reprobation  on  them,  by 
peremptorily  rejecting  this. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  was  not  aware  tliat  such  a 
motion  had  ever  been  sustained  by  the  former  practice 
of  tl)e  House;  and  in  addition  to  that,  by  a  standing  rule 
of  the  House,  (the  45th,)  petitions  and  memorials  could 
not  be  debated  or  decided  on  the  day  of  their  presenta- 
tion, but  must  lie  over  one  day,  unless  the  House  should 
direct  otherwise. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Virginia,  then  moved  to  lay  the 
petition  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HAMMOND  said,  as  he  was  aware  of  no  rule  of 
the  House  restricting  the  rejection  of  petitions,  ho 
would  modify  his  motion  accordingly,  by  moving  that 
the  House  reject  the  petition. 
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would  withdraw  his  motidn  to  lay  the  petition  on  the 
table.  1'he  motion  to  reject  came  up  with  the  motion 
to  refer  the  petition  to  a  select  committee;  the  former, 
as  he  under8to(Kl«  not  being  entertained,  or  not  in  order, 
it  was  then  that  Mr.  G.  moved  to  lay  the  petition  on  the 
tabJe. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  a&ked  whether  tlie  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  went  only  to  the  rejection  of 
the  petition^  or  also  to  the  question  of  laying  it  on  the 
table. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina [Mr.  Williams]  had  taken  an  appeal  from  both. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  understood  the  Chair  to  decide  that 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
whether  the  petition  should  be  considered,  or  whether 
it  should  be  received,  was  not  in  order.  Now,  Mr.  W. 
contended,  with  all  due  respect,  that  when  a  petition  is 
presented,  if  any  member  choose  to  demand  it,  he  could 
require  the  preliminary  question  to  be  put.  Shall  the 
petition  be  received-?  X  understood  the  Chair  to  decide 
that  the  question  could  not  be  put. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  Chair  had  distinctly 
stated  that,  upon  a  moment's  reflection,  he  admitted 
the  motion  for  consideration  of  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS.  Then  there  is  no  question  of  ap- 
peal. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  said,  as  there  was  no  question  of 
appeal  pending,  but  two  motions,  one  to  reject  and  the 
otiier  to  lay  the  petition  on  the  table,  both  of  which 
would  lie  over  till  to-morrow,  he  would  move  that  the 
House  proceed  at  once  to  decide  the  last  motion,  which 
took  precedence. 

The  question  was  then  put,  whether  the  House  would 
consider  the  petition  now;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GARLAND  said,  as  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  to  reject  was  then  in  order,  he 
would  withdraw  his  motion  to  lay  the  petition  on  the 
table* 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  renewed  it. 

Mr.  HAMMOND  rose  to  request  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Bkardslst]  to  withdraw  his  motion. 
He  expressed  his  surprise  that,  but  a  moment  ago,  when 
the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Garlaitii,]  was  before  the  House, 
he  [Mr.  Bbarbslkt]  had  expressed  his  desire  to  have  a 
direct,  **  unentangled*'  vote  on  the  proposition  to  reject. 
Yet  now,  when  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  withdraws 
his  motion,  he  instantly  renews  it. 

Mr.  PATTON  asked  if  the  Chair  considered  the  peti- 
tion to  have  been  received. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  PATTON  understood  that  if  the  motion  to  con- 
sider prevailed,  it  was  distinctly  declared  that  the  motion 
to  receive  or  not  receive  the  petition  would  be  in  order. 
That  was  a  competent  motion,  which  any  member  of  the 
House  had  a  right  to  make.  Now,  it  was  understood  as 
bating  lieen  rieceived  I  the  proposition  not  to  receive  is 
thereby  cut  off.  That  seemed  to  be  the  effect.  If  that 
be  the  effect — and  if  it  be  the  effect  the  House  did  not 
intend  to  produce — he  trusted  the  House  would  put  itself 
in  slafu  quoi  and  that  they  should  have  an  opportunity 
of  putting  a  direct  vote  upon  it.  If  that  was  the  state 
of  the  question,  Mr.  P.  would  feel  himself  compelled  to 
move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  thus  taken. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  said  the  right  to  petition  was  a 
sacred  right,  guarantied  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  by  the  constitution,  and  was  one,  therefore,  the 
House  was  bound  to  respect.  To  obviate  the  objections 
urged  by  the  gentleman,  he  would  withdraw  his  motion 
to  lay  the  petition  on  the  table,  and  move  to  lay  the  res- 
olution of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  to  reject 
the  petition,  on  the  table. 


Mr.  HAMMOND  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  wbich 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  WISE  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  It  seemed  to 
him,  according  to  the  usual  action  of  the  House,  tluLt  th< 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Bkasd«- 
lit]  must  be  out  of  order.  A  motion  was  made  oHgts- 
ally  to  reject  the  petition;  whereupon  a  motion  was  t^ea 
made  to  lay  the  petition  on  the  tablet  but  beings  with- 
drawn, the  question  then  came  upon  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  instanter.  The  motion, 
therefore,  to  lav  that  motion  on  the  table  was  out  d 
order,  because  the  House  had  decided  it  would  immedi- 
ately consider  the  motion  to  reject 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  House  had  decided  ihtj 
would  consider  the  petition  now;  but,  pending  the  con. 
sideration,  the  House  may  decide  to  lay  on  the  table; 
and  therefore  the  motion  was  in  order. 

Mr.  WISE  would  adc  the  Chair  if  there  was  any  pen- 
dency of  consideration  in  a  motion  to  consider. 

The  SPEAKER  said,  pending  the  consideration  of  t 
question,  it  was  competent  for  any  member  to  move  tvi 
lay  the  matter  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WISE.  The  motion  then  before  the  House  was 
effectually  to  undo  the  decision  of  the  House  already 
made. 

Mr.  VINTON  begged  to  inquire  of  the  Chair,  as  it 
would  govem  his  vote,  if  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table 
the  motion  to  reject  prevailed,  whether  the  petition 
would  also  go  OD  the  table;  or  what  would  be  the  pend- 
ing question.  » 

The  CHAIR  understood  that,  by  an  affirmatire  vote  en 
the  motion  to  lay  the  motion  to  reject  on  the  table,  the 
petition  also  would  go  on  the  table  with  it. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  said,  as  gentlemen  seemed  to  feel 
some  embarrassment  in  voting  upon  this  proposition, 
though  he  himself  did  not,  he  would  withdraw  bis  Ust 
motion,  and  renew  the  other  to  lay  the  petition  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  wers 
ordered. 

Mr.  JANES  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  petition;  and 
it  was  read  from  the  Clerk's  table. 

Mr.  THOMAS  said  he  was  surprised  to  discover  that 
there  are  gentlemen  who  are  not  content  with  the  evi- 
dence which  has  already  been  given  that  a  very  large 
majority  of  this  House  are  opposed  to  any  interference 
whatever,  not  only  with  the  rights  of  slaveholders  in  the 
southern  SUtes,  but  with  the  existence  of  slavery  within 
the  District  of  Columbia.  We  have  already  laid  on  the 
table,  by  a  vote  of  nearly  three  to  one,  two  memorials 
similar  to  the  one  now  under  consideration.  But  gen- 
tlemen say  those  votes  are  equivocal;  they  wish  to  have 
direct  proof  that  the  rights  of  slaveholders  are  not  in 
danger  from  any  interference  on  the  part  of  Congress. 
Mr.  T.  said  tliat  be  did  not  concur  in  this  opinion.  The 
vote  to  lay  on  the  table  had  been  given  to  aignify  a  de- 
cided opposition  to  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners;  never- 
theless, he  would  make  a  motion  which  would,  he 
thought,  place  this  subject  before  the  House  in  a  posi- 
tion to  afford  an  opportunity  to  remove  all  misapprehen- 
sion which  really  existed,  and  deprive  every  man  every 
where  of  all  pretext  for  maintaining  that  southern  prop* 
erty  and  southern  rights  are  in  danger. 

Mr.  T.  then  mov^  to  reconsider  the  vote  just  given 
by  the  House  in  favor  of  considering  this  petition,  and 
said,  if  this  motion  is  adopted,  we  shall  then  have  tbii 
petition  before  us  in  the  position  in  which  it  was  placed 
when  first  presented  to  the  House.  In  the  vote  given  is 
favor  of  considering  this  memorial,  many  members  h^d 
been  undoubtedly  taken  by  surprise.  Some  memben 
who  are  in  favor  of  rejecting  this  and  other  similar  me* 
morials,  and  others  who  are  in  favor  of  receiving  and 
then  laying  on  the  table  this  and  all  petitions  of  like  iio* 
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port,  united  in  the  vote  whrch  he  had  moved  to  reconsider. 
This  strange  combination  could  not  have  been  created 
without  a  mistake  somewhere.  Gentlemen  must  have 
supposed  that  by  the  adoption  of  the  motion  to  consider 
this  memorial,  the  difficulty  which  has  arisen  by  reason 
of  the  decisioix  of  the  Chair  would  alone  be  removed; 
and  that,  instead  of  postponing  unti^  to-morrow  aTl  action 
on  this  subject,  we  woitld  now  proceed  to  dispose  of  it, 
either  by  a  vote  to  reject  or  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

I  am  not  disposed,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  afford  unnecessa- 
rily an  opportunity  to  discuss  here  the  relative  rights  of 
master  and  shve.     As  one  of  the  representatives  of  a 
alaveholding  State,  1  would  never  provoke  an  examina- 
tion here  calculated  to  create  false  hopes  in  the  minds  of 
an  ignorant  and  stupid  population..    We  have  been  told, 
I  know  not  how  truly,  that  great  and  general  excitement 
has  already  been  produced  in  some  of  the  southern 
States,  by  the  circulation  of  a  few  ftinatical  pamplilets. 
If  this  be  true,  is  it  not  madness,  worse  than  madness, 
to  struggle  to  elicit  evidence  that  there  is  in  that  House 
any  one  man  willing  to  re-echo  the  sentiment  which  these 
incendiary  publications  contain?    I  have  been  opposed, 
air,  to  all  discussion  on  this  subject,  and  accordingly  have 
voted  repeatedly  in  the  two  preceding  Congresses  to  lay 
on  the  table  every  proposition  calculated  to  elicit  useless 
and  angry  debate.     And  I  have  been,  and  am,  grateful 
to  the  representatives  from  the  North  and  West,  where 
slavery  does  not  exist,  for  their  cordial  and  earnest  effort 
to  extinguish  every  firebrand  which  has  been  thrown  in 
here,  ehher  in  the  form  of  speeches  or  petitions,  tending 
to  destroy  the  broad  foundation  on  which  our  Union 
rests.     But  is  it  not  obvious  that  oar  exertions  have  not 
been  crowned  with  complete  success ?    In  the  last  two 
Congresses,  the  petitions  of  the  sbolitionists  were  laid  on 
the  table,  as  an  evidence  of  our  reprobation  of  their  ob- 
jects; notwithstanding,  at  the  present  session  we  have 
already  received  those  petitions,  and  shall  probably  have 
to  dispose  of  several  more.     These  fanatical  crusaders 
against  evils  abroad,  who  have,  no  doubt,  vices  enough 
at  their  own  doors  to  exhaust,  in  their  correction,  that 
overflowing  Christian  charity  of  which  they  boast  so 
much  and  manifest  so  little,  nothing  dnunted,  continue 
to  pour  their  poisons  into  that  national  chalice,  from 
which  the  whole  people  of  the  United  States  have  so 
long  quaffed  the  sweet  waters  of  concord  and  Union. 
Now,  what  is  to  be  done?    For  one,  I  am  prepared  to 
meet  directly  every  question  connected  with  these  me- 
morials.   I  am  willing  to  follow  the  precedent  set  by 
Congress  on  another  question.     The  opponents  of  a 
Sunday  mail  petitioned  Congress;  their  memorials  were 
rejected,  because  their  object  was  unreasonable;  they 
persisted,  and  their  numbers  increased;  the  House  of 
Representatives  finally  referred  all  those  petitions  to  a 
select  committee;  from  which  emanated  one  of  the  most 
masterly  state  papers  which  has  ever  been  published  in 
ttie  country.     It  was  addressed  to  the  understanding, 
not  to  the  passions,  of  the  American  people;  and  there 
was  a  response  from  all  quarters  to  its  cogent,  persuasive, 
and  conclusive  reasoning.     Its  arguments  were  unan- 
swered and  are  unanswerable;  and  the  petitioners  were 
silenced.     The  oil  was  spread  over  the  troubled  waters, 
and  the  turbulent  waves  became  still. 

Gentlemen  say  we  must  prevent  any  discussion  on  the 
subject  of  these  memorials,  because  they  must  inevitably 
disturb  the  harmony  of  our  Union.  There  was  a  time 
when  the  force  of  this  reason  could  be  fully  felt  by  all. 
But  has  not  that  time  gone  by?  Without  our  agency, 
indeed  in  defiance  of  all  precautions  on  the  part  of  Con- 
press,  the  power  and  purpose  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment to  interfere  with  the  question  of  slavery  has  been, 
and  will  be,  discussed  in  tvcry  newspaper,  in  every  pe- 
rioflical  publication,  from  Maine  to  Missouri.  It  is  a 
gross  error  to  suppose  that  ihis  House  can,  by  a  mere 


sic  vob,  give  law  to  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
The  members  of  this  House  are  not  in  positions  stable 
enough  for  that.  To  attempt  it  would  be  as  vain  as  the 
effort  of  Xerxes  to  chain  with  links  of  iron  the  surging 
sea.  Our  march  is  not  to  be  always  on  the  mountain 
wave  of  popular  opinion.  We  are  here  to-day — we  are 
gone  to-morrow;  and  roust  return  to  our  respective  pla- 
ces in  that  great  deep,  that  vast  hall  of  legislation,  the 
confines  of  which  are  coextensive,  with  the  boundaries 
of  the  Union,  and  there  assist  those  who  are  now  our 
constituents,  to  fashion  and  form  that  public  opinion, 
which  must  ever  direct  and  control  the  whole  operations 
of  this  Government. 

"  Like  bubbles  on  the  sea  of  nuitter  bornf", 
We  rise,  we  break,  and  to  the  sea  return." 

Assuming  these  positions  to  be  true,  how  ought  the 
members  of  this  House  to  act  on  the  present  occasion? 
To  decide  that  question  satisfactorily  for  myself,  has 
been,  until  to-day,  a  difficult  task.  Twice,  during  the 
present  session,  I  have  voted  to  lay  on  the  table  peti- 
tions from  the  abolitionists.  This  was  done  under  the  im» 
pression  that  such  a  proceeding  would  be  entirely  satis- 
factory to  the  whole  southern  delegation.  The  large 
majority  of  northern  and  western  votes  by  which  it  was 
done,  too,  was  hailed  by  me  as  evidence  conclusive  that 
there  is  no  disposition  in  these  sections  of  the  Union  to  do 
any  act  calculated  to  disturb  the  liarmony  of  our  Union.. 
To-day  we  are  told  that  the  vote  to  lay  on  the  table  is  an 
equivocal  act .  That  it  has  been  resorted  to  to  afford  an 
opportunity  to  pretending  enemies  of  abolition  to  con- 
ceal their  future  purposes.  Sir,  is  it  right  and  proper, 
under  these  circumstances,  to  persevere  in  the  course 
which  has  been  heretofore  pursued?  If  gentlemen  on 
this  floor  can  be  so  far  misled  as  to  suppose  there  is  a 
lurking  intention  in  the  mind  of  any  member  to  turn 
loose  an  ignorant  and  helpless  population  to  pillage  and 
pluniler,  in  what  condition  will  you  leave  many  of  the 
constituents  of  gentlemen  who  are  remote  from  tli« 
scene  of  action?  Will  they  not  be  in  a  proper  condition 
to  become  the  instruments  of  the  designing?  May  not 
rash  and  misguided  men,  in  one  extreme  of  the  Union, 
engender  those  suspicions  and  distrusts  which  will  be 
necessarily  destructive  of  all  the  ends  for  which  this 
Gbvernmcnt  was  established?  And  may  not  the  head- 
strong fanatics  of  the  North  be  furnished  with  the  means 
of  increasing  their  paltry  numbers  by  inculcating  the 
belief  that  their  nefarious  purposes  are  but  postponed^ 
In  my  humble  opinion,  if  we  refuse  to  act  decidedly,  to 
meet  all  questions  connected  with  this  unpleasant  sub- 
ject directly,  we  shall  furnish  the  enemies  of  our  peace 
and  Union  with  a  most  dangerous  weapon.  We  shall 
supply  the  means  to  faction  and  fanaticism  to  agitate  the 
whole  country.  And  the  day  may  come  when  these  few 
and  furious  destroyers  of  this  country's  happiness  and 
glory  will  have  produced  real,  not  as  it  is  now,  imagina- 
ry, in  the  North — not  as  it  is  now,  a  very  limited,  but  an 
extensive  excitement — which  will  sweep  in  waves  to  the 
very  walls  of  that  constitutional  temple  in  which  oor 
fathers  Dndly  hoped  they  had  garnered  up  so  many 
bright  hopes  aiul  so  many  blessings  for  this  magnificent 
confederacy. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  prepared  now  to  meet  the  respon- 
sibilities which  circumstances  have  imposed  upon  us.  I 
am  prepared  to  vote  for  the  reception  of  the  petition, 
and  of  all  other  memorials  of  similar  character;  and  am 
ready  to  vote  against  laying  them  on  the  table;  to  de- 
clare distinctly  that  the  prayers  of  these  petitioners  are 
unreasonable,  and  ought  not  to  he  granted. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  Sbked  fur  the  yeas  and  nays;  but 
they  were  not  ordered. 

Mp.  HOPKINS  said  that  they  were  very  much  em- 
barrassed, and  it  occurred  to  him  that  there  was  but  ono 
conceivable  mode  by  which  they  could  be  relieved  from 
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that  embarrassment,  lie  understood  that,  by  the  rule  of 
the  House,  upon  the  presentation  of  petitions,  unless 
the  question  is  required  to  be  put  by  a  member  of  the 
House,  or  by  the  8peaVer,  that  the  same  is  received  as 
A  matter  of  course;  in  other  words,  received  by  a  vote 
of  the  House,  9ub  aUenih,  If  this  be  the  fact,  then, 
this  petition  had  been  received.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
the  best  mode  would  be  to  throw  the  petition  back 
again  to  the  point  where  it  was  left  by  the  gentleman 
who  presented  it;  and,  in  order  tu  do  that,  he  would 
propose  to  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  of  the 
House  by  which  the  petition  was  received.  He  would 
go  farther  back  than  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
[Mr.  Thoxas,]  and  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
of  the  House  whereby  the  petition  had  been  received. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  said  his  colleague  would 
be  satisfied,  upon  a  moment's  reflection,  that  no  benefit 
could  result  from  such  a  motion.  It  was  the  constitu- 
tional right  of  the  people  of  this  country  to  petition  to 
that  House,  and  no  vote  was  ever  taken  on  receiving  a 
petition.  When  an  honorable  representative  rose  and 
presented  a  petition,  it  was  received;  and  the  first  ques- 
tion which  any  member  had  a  right  to  demand,  was, 
that  it  be  considered.  If  the  House  determine  not  to 
consider  it,  they  are  to  determine  at  once;  and  that  he 
understood  to  be  the  point  in  their  proceedings  at  which 
it  was  the  object  of  the  gentleman  from  Mar>'land  to  ar- 
rive; and  Mr.  M.  hoped  the  gentleroan*s  motion  would 
be  adopted.  He  had  hoped  that,  after  the  proceedings 
which  had  already  taken  place  in  that  House,  there 
would  have  been  a  general  acquiescence  in  the  only,  if 
not  the  express  sense  of  the  House,  by  an  overwhelm- 
ing majority,  not  to  entertain  such  petitions  as  that  un- 
der consideration.  The  only  mode  in  which  there  could 
be  a  more  direct  sense  of  the  House  on  the  subject 
was  by  adopting  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland;  and  then,  if  it  be  the  pleasure  of  the  majority 
of  the  House  not  to  consider  the  petition,  and  so  to  de- 
termine at  once,  there  the  matter  would  end;  and  he 
hoped  the  motion  would  be  adopted,  and  then  that  the 
House  would  determine  not  to  consider  the  petition. 

Mr.  DEARDSLEY  was  satisfied  that  most  of  the  dif- 
ficulty  arose  from  misconception.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber from  South  Carolina  desired  to  have  a  direct  vote  of 
the  House  upon  the  motion  to  reject,  or  not  to  receive, 
the  petition  under  consideration.  Other  gentlemen,  who 
agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  last  ad- 
dressed the  Chair,  said  they  would  not  vote  in  the  af- 
firmative on  such  a  question,  because  it  was  in  violation 
of  the  rights  of  the  people  of  this  country  to  petition 
upon  all  subjects;  and  the  House  of  Representatives  was 
bound  to  receive  their  petitions.  When  received,  it  was 
true  the  House  might  oecline  acting  on  them,  or  might 
dispose  of  them  in  a  variety  of  ways.  For  himself,  (Mr. 
B.  said,)  the  House  having  received  this  petition,  he  was 
ready  to  give  a  direct  vote  upon  it,  a  vote  that  should 
mark  the  opinion  of  the  House  upon  the  character  of 
such  petitions,  by  saying  affirmatively  that  they  would 
not  consider  it.  If  that  would  meet  the  views  of  honor- 
able gentlemen,  he  was  willing  to  modify  his  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table,  and  to  move  that  the  House  would  not 
consider  the  petition,  or  would  reject  its  prayer;  although 
laying  it  on  the  table  he  thought  equivalent  to  either  of 
the  modifications  indicated. 

All  Mr.  B.  desired  was  to  preserve  the  right  of  their 
constituents  to  petition;  a  sacred  and  invaluable  right, 
guarantied  to  them  under  the  constitution,  and  the  ex- 
ercise of  which  the  House  was  bound  to  treat  with  re- 
spect. If  the  petition  were  in  insulting  terms,  they 
might  send  it  back;  but  if  their  constituents  sent  them 
one  that  was  respectful  in  its  language,  but  of  whose 
prayer  they  entirely  disapproved,  let  them  lay  it  on  the 
table,  or  t^ect  its  prayer.    If  any  gentleman  supposed 


that  a  vote  of  the  House  not  to  consider  this  petitira^ 
and  all  other  petitions  of  the  same  character,  vouU 
more  distinctly  mark  the  reprobation  of  the  Hob^, 
then  Mr.  B.  would  with  great  pleasure  modify  bis  na- 
tion. Wh^,  then,  should  they  reconsider*  as  propuseJ 
by  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland?  Fi>f 
what  purpose?  Was  it  to  entertain  the  question  of  in- 
jecting the  petition?  He  understood  that  to  be  the 
object  of  the  mover;  and,  if  so,  be  hoped  the  Hovft!* 
would  not  reconsider,  but  that  they  would  preserve  t- 
their  constituents  the  right  of  petitioning,  and,  by  a  roie 
to  lay  on  the  table,  preclude  all  further  debate  upos. 
this  exciting  and  mischievous  topic. 

Mr.  BQULDIN  said  he  was  willing  to  meet  this  ques- 
tion in  any  way.  He  had  been  so  the  last  session  szi-J 
the  session  before,  and  declared  his  willin^ess  ther, 
in  deference  and  respect  to  his  southern  brethren,  wY- 
he  knew  agreed  with  him  in  interest  and  feeling;  ar^, 
at  their  suggestion,  he  agreed  with  them  In  roiing  %i 
give  the  matter  the  go-by.  He  then  thought,  and  st3 
thought,  that  the  people  of  the  South  ought  to  koov 
and  to  see  and  to  hear,  all  that  we  know  and  see  aivl 
hear  upon  this  subject.  He  was  anxious,  however, 
if  they  were  to  come  to  any  expression  of  opinion 
and  feeling  on  this  matter,  so  momentous  to  the  SoutU 
that  they  should  not  be  brought  to  that  vote  entanglec 
by  the  rules  of  that  House.  He  wished,  when  the  opin- 
ion of  the  South  upon'this  subject  should  be  expresseO, 
and  their  feelings  made  known,  it  would  be  done  in  t 
way  that  would  leave  no  doubt  what  that  opinion  ani 
those  feelings  were.  And  he  was  persuaded  that,  vehtr. 
their  opinions  and  feelings  came  unshackled  by  forms  or 
rules,  or  any  thing  but  the  mere  question  itself,  the 
South  would  satisfy  the  North,  East,  and  West — would 
satisfy  the  whole  world — nay,  would  convince  eren  (a- 
natics  themselves,  that  they  must  let  us  alone  upon  this 
point;  and  convince  them,  and  all  the  agitators  and  mo- 
vers of  these  petitions,  that  they  had  as  well  let  us 
alone,  and)employ  themselves  in  removing  from  their  own 
eye  the  beam  which  is  in  it,  rather  than  disturb  them- 
selves so  much  about  the  mote  that  is  in  their  brother's 
eye.  Let  us  not  (said  Mr.  B.)  come  to  a  vote  that  will 
leave  the  world  in  doubt  whether  we  voted  on  the  rule 
or  the  thing—let  this  petition  pass,  and  no  doubt  thej 
will  be  coming  .again  to-morrow— ay,  in  a  half  hour — 
with  one  that  will  enable  us  to  meet  it  face  to  face,  and 
toe  to  toe,  and  leave  neither  them  nor  the  world  in 
doubt  what  we  mean.  Mr.  B.  concluded  by  saying  ih&t 
he  rose  to  ask  what  would  be  the  efiect  of  bis  vote — »> 
or  no^on  the  question  itself.  He  would  give  the  best 
vote  be  could,  but  did  not  know  himself  how  that  vote 
would  be  understood.  He  would  content  himself  with 
the  belief  that  the  question  would  come  up  in  a  foria 
which  would  leave  no  doubt  either  with  himself  or  any 
one. 

Mr.  PEYTON  was  in  favor  of  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider. He  would  not  have  troubled  the  House  with 
any  remarks  again,  but  for  the  position  assumed  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York.  That  gentleman  contend- 
ed that  the  right  of  petition  was  a  sacred  right,  guaran- 
tied to  every  American  citizen  under  the  constitution; 
and  that  the  House  had  no  right  to  deprive  them  of  the 
exercise  of  that  right.  Mr.  P.  said  they  bad  the  right 
to  petition,  and  to  think  and  to  say  what  they  pleased; 
and,  further,  they  had  the  right  to  send  any  matter 
they  choose  throughout  all  the  country,  without  regard 
to  consequences,  and  that  House  had  no  power  to  re- 
sist it.  But,  then,  he  claimed  that,  when  it  came  to 
that  House,  the  representatives  had  the  right  to  treat  it 
and  dispose  of  it  in  such  manner  as  they  thought  best. 
Was  the  sacred  right  of  petition  any  dearer  than  many 
other  sacred  rights— the  right  to  property,  to  libertvi 
and  to  life?    And  had  not  the  attention  of  the  House 
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been  called,  by  the  message  of  the  President  of  tlie 
United  States,  to  this  very  question  of  this  sacred  ri^ht 
of  thinking',  and  writing,  and  sendinfiT  through  the  mail, 
8uch  documents  as  were  then  before  them?  Should 
they  connect  the  efforts  of  a  few  fanatics  to  dii^turb  the 
harmony  and  peace  of  the  country  with  those  sacred 
and  inalienable  rights  to  which  the  gentleman  alluded? 
Should  they  connect  the  attempt,  whether  it  came  by 
petition  to  Congress  or  by  a  document  transmitted  in 
any  other  mode,  to  throw  a  firebrand  into  the  South, 
with  the  sacred  rights  of  liberty  and  property? 

The  SPBAKEK  reminded  the  gentleman  that  the 
merits  of  the  question  could  not  be  gone  into  under  the 
motion  before  the  House. 

Mr.  PEYTON  only  meant  to  reply  to  what  he  con- 
sidered to  be  the  constitutional  right  contended  for  by 
the  g^entleman  from  New  York — the  right  of  the  citizen, 
every  where,  to  send  such  papers  and  petitions  there. 
He  was  endeavoring  to  meet  this,  by  saying  that  the 
slave  question  was  not  one  to  which  the  right  of  peti- 
tioning applied;  but  that  if  it  did,  and  petitions  were 
sent  to  that  House,  and  papers  of  the  same  character 
were  distributed  over  the  country,  it  would  have  the 
effect  of  touching  a  chord  that  would  arouse  all 
America. 

Mr.  RIPLEY  said  that  this  was  a  grave  and  important 
question.     There  was  no  subject  of  deeper  interest  in 
the  quarter  of  the  country  from  whence  he  came.     He 
bad  been  sent  here  to  oppose  every  effort  of  a  certain 
class  of  citizens,  in  reference  to  slavery  within  this  Dis* 
trict,  or  elsewhere.     In  disposing  of  the  question  be- 
fore the  House,  care  should  be  taken  rather  to  allay  the 
public  feeling  than  to  add  to  the  existing  excitement. 
The  right  of  petition  was  a  solemn  one,  and  had  been 
guarantied  from  the  time  of  magna  eharta  to  the  pres- 
ent moment.     Our  citizens  have  a  right  to  petition  for 
a  change  of  their  constitution,  and,  indeed,  for  a  change 
in  the  form  of  Government.    Every  decorous  memorial 
should  be  received;  but,  when  received,  it  is  in  the 
power  of  the  House  to  dispose  of  it  as  it  may  deem 
proper.    The  motion  to  reject  this  petition  was  an  in- 
cipient question,  and,  in  his  opinion,  should  take  pre- 
cedence.    He  again  adverted  to  the  g^eat  excitement  in 
the  South  on  this  subject,  and  the  importance  of  allay- 
ing that  excitement  by  a  decisive  course  here.    If  the 
gentlemen  from  the  North  were  sincere  in  their  friend- 
ship for  their  brethren  in  the  South,  and  were  desirous 
of  breaking  down  the  double  wall  of  partition  between 
those  two  sections  of  the  country,  they  could  give  an 
earnest  on  the  present  occasion,  by  voting  promptly  to 
reject  this  petition;  and  when  it  shall  go  forth  that  we 
have  rejected  it  by  a  vast  majority,  it  will  have  an  effect 
even  upon  the  fanatics  themselves,  who  do  not  under- 
stand the  position  and  feeling  of  the  South  on  this  sub- 
ject, while  it  will,  at  the  same  time,  allay  the  existing 
excitement  in  that  portion  of  the  country. 

Mr.  WISE  was  for  sustaining  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider; and,  for  one,  could  testify  that  he  had  voted 
under  a  misapprehension.  In  voting  for  the  motion  to 
consider  the  petition,  he  thought  he  was  voting  to  have 
a  direct  decision  of  the  House  on  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina.  He  was  intending  to 
bring  the  House  also  to  a  direct  decision  of  the  question, 
and  bad  no  idea,  afler  the  House  had  decided  it  would 
consider  the  petition,  that  the  consideration  itself  would 
be  evaded. 

Mr.  W.  had  misapprehended  in  another  particular. 
He  had  not  understood  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  to  be  to  consider  the  petition  to- 
day, but  to  consider  his  motion  to  reject  the  petition, 
which  was  what  Mr.  W.  wished  to  consideK,  So  help 
him  God,  he  never  wished  to  consider  tiie  petition  of  an 
incendiary,  but  lie  would  consider  the  motion  to  reject 


the  petition,  and  he  warned  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  that  these  were  the  means  of  evading  his  mo- 
tion. Mr.  W.  then  referred  to  the  preceedings  of  the 
Senate  two  years  ago,  on  a  motion  to  reject  a  petition  to 
that  body,  containing  matter  disrespectful  to  the  honors 
able  William  Wilkins,  then  a  Senator  from  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  to  show  that  such  a  course  was  within 
the  rules  of  order;  and  asked  whether  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  considered  the  present  a  respectful 
petition,  where  gentlemen  on  that  floor  were  character- 
ized as  land  pirates?  He  had  hoped  that,  af\cr  the  pro- 
ceedings at  a  celebrated  meeting  at  Utica  last  summer, 
where  the  gentleman  himself  took  a  very  prominent  part, 
he  should  have  had  that  gentleman's  vote  on  the  ques- 
tion of  rejecting  this  petition— a  petition  that  was  both 
insulting  in  language  and  incendiary  in  its  character. 
Mr.  W.  hoped  the  motion  would  prevail,  although  he 
did  not  consider  it  in  itself  decisive.  They  could  never 
get  a  direct  vote  on  that  question.  Many  would  vote 
not  to  reject  it,  on  account  of  the  sacred  right  of  peti- 
tion, but  he  hoped  the  Hoyse  would  not  evade  the  ques- 
tion. He  hoped  gentlemen  who  professed  to  be  friendly 
to  the  South  would  come  out  and  avow  their  principles 
and  their  opinions.  If  the  House  desired  to  evade  the 
question,  let  the  South  know  it.  If  it  was  the  opinion 
that  Congress  had  the  right  to  interfere  in  this  question, 
let  the  South  know  it  at  once,  and  it  would  know  what 
to  do.  Their  .predecessors  had  told  them  what  to  do. 
They  had  no  longer  any  business  there.  Their  business 
was  at  home,  to  report  to  their  people.  He  would  go 
home,  never  to  return  there  again,  if  that  House  were 
to  say,  directly  or  indirectly,  that  Congress  had  that 
power.  That  was  the  question  he  wished  to  bring  be- 
fore the  House,  whether  the  House  had  the  constitu- 
tional power  to  legislate  upon  the  subject  of  slavery  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  at  all.     He  denied  the  right. 

It  was  important  to  have  a  direct  decision  on  this 
question,  and  there  was  no  way  of  getting  it,  but  by  sus- 
taining the  motion  then  under  consideration.  Gentle- 
men must  show  they  are  either  for  or  against  us,  and  if 
they  would  not  show  it  upon  the  direct  questions,  and 
upon  the  main  questions,  they  should  show  it  upon  the 
incidental  questions;  and  he,  for  one,  would  be  willing 
to  consider  this  as  the  test  question.  Those  who  are 
for  laying  the  motion  on  the  table,  he  viewed  as  evading 
the  question,  and  so  would  the  South  view  them.  Those 
who  were  for  a  direct  vote  on  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  would  be  viewed  as  the  friends 
of  the  South,  and  not  the  South  alone,  but  of  the  whole 
nation.  He  would  repeat,  the  petition  was  not  respect- 
ful to  the  House,  and  therefore  it  ought  to  be  rejected. 
He  could  never  consent  to  refer  or  consider  a  petition 
that  called  the  members  of  the  South  land  pirates. 

Mr.  HAMER  inquired  of  the  Chair,  whether,  if  the 
present  motion  prevailed,  it  would  be  competent  then 
for  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  or  any  other 
gentleman,  to  move  to  reject  the  petition? 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  was  under  the  impression 
that  that  would  be  a  competent  motion. 

Mr.  HAMMOND  said  it  had  been  far  from  his  inten- 
tion, when  he  made  the  motion  he  did,  to  throw  a  fire- 
brand into  that  House.  On  the  contrary,  he  had  hoped 
by  it  to  exclude  one  from  the  House.  He  thought  the 
motion  a  very  simple  ami  direct  one;  and,  ignorant  as  he 
was  of  the  rules  of  the  House,  he  had  no  idea  that  the 
House  had  it  not  in  its  power  to  protect  its  own  dignity, 
and  the  feelings  of  its  members,  by  rejecting  instanter 
any  thing  calculated  to  affect  either  the  one  or  the  other. 
If  the  House  had  no  such  rule,  the  rule  of  common  sense 
ought  to  govern  it. 

When  the  proposition  w^as  made  to  consider  this  peti- 
tion, it  was  made  by  himself,  with  a  view  of  then  moving 
its  rejection.     Under  the  decisiop  of  the  Speaker,  that 
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motion  was  decided  not  to  be  in  order.    The  subsequent 
vote  was  a  trap  into  which  they  fell,  and  he  thanked  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  Tor  having  made  a  motion  by 
which  they   could  extricate  themselves.     Should  the 
House  determine  to  reconsider  that  motion*  he  (Mr.  H.) 
would  then  move  the  rejection  of  the  petition;  for  he 
was  resolved  that  the  House  should  vote  directly  on 
the  question.     Let  no  member  there  lay  the  flatter- 
ing unction  to  his  soul  that  he  could  escape  the  ques- 
ti(m,  for  it  should  be  decided.    He  did  not  make  the 
motion  with  any  reference  to  party  politics.     God  forbid 
that  he  should  make  a  motion  of  such  a  purport,  to  affect 
a  miserable  scramble  for  offices  in  this  country.    No! 
His  object  was  a  more  sacred  one.     It  was  to  protect 
the  rights  of  his  constituents  and  his  own;  and  if  they 
could  not  maintain  them  by  the  action  of  that  House, 
they  would  maintain  them  by  their  own  action.     They 
did  not  call  upon  the  House  to  protect  them;  they  did 
not  ask  that  House  or  the  Government  to  protect  them; 
they  stood  erect,  self-confident,  united,  strong,  and  they 
asked  no  protection,  but  scoriied  assistance,  and  defied 
opposition.     Mr.  H.  said  his  motion  involved  no  consti- 
tutional right  of  any  citizen  of  the  country.     Uut  if 
they  had  the  right  to  petition,  had  not  the  House  the 
right  to  reject?    Was  there  any  constitutional  privilege 
that  demanded  of  the  House  that  it  should  impera- 
tively receive  and  consider  the  petitibn  of  any  citi- 
2en?    He  thought  not;  and  even  if  there  were,  the  con- 
stitutional privilege  would  operate  both  ways;  and  when 
they  chose  to  petition,  the  House  could  choose  to  re- 
ject.    To  the  recommendation  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  to  refer  this  petition  to  a  select  committee, 
in  order  that  they  might  make  a  report,  Mr.  H.  was 
utterly  opposed.     He  would  not  treat  that  petition  with 
so  much  respect,  nor  was  he  disposed  to  fire,  that  he 
might  exhibit  his  skill.     He  had  no  idea  of  scattering 
firebrands  through  the  country,  that  he  might  distin- 
^.iiish  himself  in  putting  them  out.     He  did  not  wish  to 
discuss  the  question,  and  he  begged  the  House  to  under- 
stand that,  in  the  few  remarks  be  had  made,  he  did  not 
design  discussing  it.     Whenever  it  was  discussed,  they 
would  go  much  deeper  in  the  matter  than  this.     When- 
ever it  should  be,  if  ever,  taken  up  in  that  House  for 
discussion,  it  might  expect  to  find  parties  and  principles 
anatomized  and  held  up  to  the  view  of  the  world  that 
were  now  treated  with  lenity.     He  hoped,  however, 
now,  that  the  House  would  take  a  direct,  unentangled, 
and  simple  vote  upon  the  question. 

Mr.  BCARDSLEY  desired  to  correct  a  misapprehen- 
sion of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Pbttoh,] 
That  honorable  gentleman  seemed  to  understand  Mr.  B. 
to  say,  that  the  citizens  of  this  country  had  not  only  the 
right  to  petition  that  House,  and  to  send  papers  of  this 
character  there,  but  that  they  had  also  the  right  to 
transmit  such  papers  to  ever}*  part  of  the  Union,  in  every 
possible  way. 

Mr.  PEYTON  did  not  understand  the  gentleman  so, 
nor  did  he  intend  to  be  so  understood  himself. 

Mr.  BEARDSLGY  said  he  understood  the  gentleman 
very  distinctly  to  say,  that  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  asserted  that 
the  citizens  of  this  country  had  not  only  the  right  to 
send  their  petitions  here,  but  also  to  send  their  papers 
elsewhere.  The  honorable  gentleman,  however,  dis- 
claimed it,  and  Mr.  R.  was  satisfied. 

A  word  or  two  upon  another  subject.  If  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  should  prevail,  the  Chair 
has  decided  that  this  matter,  instead  of  being  disposed  of 
to-day,  went  over  to  another  day;  and  the  House  could 
not  but  see  that  af\er  wasting  this  day — for  it  was  wast- 
ing, or  worse  than  wasting — they  would  to-morrow  be 
in  the  same  situation  »s  at  first.  Fur  what  purpose 
would  the  House  reconsider  its  vote,  and  spend  unother 
dayt  or  perhaps  a  week,  in  this  discussion?     IJe  hoped 


that  the  House  would  follow  the  exsmple,  the  sahrti- 
example,  set  by  preceding  Cong^reaaes,  by  puttmr  ^ 
papers  of  this  description  on  the  table  without  debi  - 
That  motion  was  pending,  and  followed  the  one  si'- 
by  the  gentleman  to  reconsider.  If  that  should  be  re- 
jected, the  motion  would  come  up  for  layin^^  the  pr' 
tion  on  the  table,  and  nailing  it  there,  whence  it  v'<. . 
not  be  taken  during  the  session.  If  other  peb*:'' 
of  the  same  character  came,  let  them  share  the  &T 
fate. 

Another  remark  or  two.  It  was,  it  must  hare  htr. 
obvious  to  all,  that  there  were  those  who  desired  tscr- 
tinue  the  discussion  of  this  question.  He  could  ooi  r . 
he  would  not  say  they  did  it  from  any  improper  mt^vr 
but  it  could  not  have  escaped  the  attention  of  the  U'kts, 
that  gentlemen  desired  to  speak,  and  talk,  and  dc<^ 
this  question  of  slavery,  harassing  as  it  waa  to  the  c^*- 
try.  Those  who  voted  to  lay  a  similar  paper  on  '"' 
table  the  other  day,  those  who  would  vote  to  by  fb 
one  under  consideration  on  the  table  to^ay,  were  ths^ 
who  desired  to  avoid  discussion.  For  what  purpose  v:< 
the  continuation  of  the  discussion  now  desired.^  E^;^ 
one  knew  that  petitions  of  this  kind  had  been  preseft'«-^ 
for  the* last  four  years,  but  no  discussion  had  taken  pUcs 
upon  them.  He  hoped,  most  sincerely,  that  that  Rom 
would  not  invite  or  sanction  this  discussion.  He  vyii 
tell  gentlemen  there  were  fanatics  and  incendiaries  t 
the  South,  as  well  as  at  the  North,  who  hoped  to  pr&v. 
by  the  agitation  of  this  subject.  Those  who  voted  i? 
put  the  petition  on  the  table  were  for  preserving  po» 
and  quiet  there,  and  for  preserving  peace,  quiet,  ind 
order,  in  every  part  of  the  Union.  Let  us,  then,  (ski 
Mr.  B.,)  nail  it  to  the  counter,  and  thus  silence  deb»tp 
He  hoped  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Mar^Ui^i 
would  not  prevail;  but  that  the  motion  pending  uptn 
that,  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  would  prevail,  and  then  ther 
would  pee  no  firebrands  in  that  House. 

Mr.  VANPERPOEL  said  he  was  surprised  at  tb< 
range  which  the  debate  had  taken  upon  the  question 
now  before  the  House.    He  believed  it  vna  incompatible 
with  the  interests  and  true  objects  of  those  who  were 
opposed  to  the  mischievous  doings  of  the  modern  abo> 
litionists.     Mr.  V.  said  that  he  was  the  last  man  on  that 
floor  to  dodge  or  evade  any  direct  point  or  vote,  tint 
should  indicate  his  opinion  upon  the  principle  involved 
in  the  petition  now  upon  the  Speaker's  table.     He 
would,  as  prefatory  to  the  few  remarks  he  intended  to 
submit,  take  occasion  to  say  that  he  had  last  year,  as  s 
member  of  the  District  Committee,  to  which  similar  pe- 
titions were  then  referred,  opposed,  and  he  would  al- 
ways, and  forever,  while  he  had  a  seat  here,  oppose  any 
measure  that  might  directly  or  indirectly  favor,  or  for- 
ward, or  countenance,  the  views  and  objects  expressed 
by  such  petitions.    He  was  opposed,  openly  and  uncon- 
ditionally opposed,  to  the  interference  of  Congress  with 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  to  the  mischieT- 
ous  and  incendiary  doings  of  abolitionists  and  abolition 
societies,  in  relation  to  slavery  in  the  slaveholding  States. 
He  (Mr.  V.)  had  never  had  any  doubts,  or  qualms,  or 
scruples,  as  to  what  was  his  duty  upon  this  momentcnis 
subject,  as  an  American  citizen,  and  as  one  of  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  one  of  these  confederated  States.    But 
while  he  made  this  unequivocal  avowal  of  his  sentiments 
he  would  not  refrain  from  remarking  that,  if  he  had  en- 
tertained anv  such  doubts  or  scruples,  he  had  heard 
speeches  to-day  from  certain  quarters  very  ill  calculated 
to  remove  those  doubts    or  scruples.      Why  had  this 
debute  taken  such  an  immeasurable  range?    Was  it  co?)- 
sistent  with  one  of  the  cardinal  doctrines  of  the  friemis 
of  the  South,  that  the  subject  was  one  so  delicate  in  its 
nature,  that  the  less  that  was  said  about  it  the  better^  It 
really  appeared  to  him  that  we  were  aiding  the  efforts 
of  the  abolitionists,  by  shooting  off,  upon  a  mere  prelim- 
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ary  question,  into  ditsertations  upon  the  evila  and 
nominations  wrought  by  northern  abolitionists. 
What  was  the  question  before  the  House?  It  was 
pon  the  motion  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Mary- 
.ncl  [  Mr.  Thovab]  to  reconsider  the  vote  taken  this 
loming,  to  the  end  that  that  honorable  gentleman  might 
love  Cas  he  had  proilnissed  to  do)  the  question,  whether 
ie  liouse  would  consider  the  petition.  He  would  vote 
rst  to  reconsider,  and  then  he  would,  if  the  question 
rere  propounded,  vote  against  considering  the  petition, 
nd  for  reasons  which  he  would  very  briefly  state. 

Mr.  V.  conceived  that  this  course  would  save  the  rights 
•f  all  parties.    It  would  save  the  sacred  right  of  petition, 
j\i\  secure  the  object  of  all  those  who  felt  duly  so- 
icttous  for  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  slaveholding 
Stfttes.     For   (said  Mr.   V.)   the   motion  or  question 
Arhether  we  will  consider  the  petition  presupposes  the 
'eceptlon  of  it.  That  motion  proceeds  upon  the  assump- 
:ion  that  the  petition  is  already  here  before  us,  as  it 
[low  surely  is  in  point  of  fact;  and  a  negative  vote  to  the 
proposition,   whether  we  will  consider    the  petition, 
nroulcl  certainly  be  as  emphatic  a  mode  of  expressing  our 
disapprobation,  nay,  our  reprobation,  of  the  object  of 
the   petitioners,  as  could  well  be  conceived.     It  would 
be  a  strong  and  marked  refusal  to  let  the  petition  go 
throug>h  the  ordinary  routine  of  legislation,  and  would 
be  telling  the  petitioners,  the  nation,  and  the  world,  that 
the  notions  of  the  petitioners  were  so  heretical,  and  their 
doing^s   were  so  mischievous  and  incendiary,  that  eo-in- 
tianti  tliat  such  petitions  were  read,  we  would  consign 
them  to  a  grave  from  which  there  should  be  no  resur- 
rection.    Was  it  not  clearly  so,   viewing  this  subject 
through  the  medium  of  common  sense,  and  testing  it  by 
the  rules  of  parliamentary  logic?    Tea,  sir.    The  refusal 
to  consider  the  petition  would  be  telling  such  petition- 
ers, in  language  that  could  not  and  would  not  be  misun- 
derstood, to  cease  their  abortive  and  incendiary  efforts 
to  disturb  the  rights  of  property  recognised  and  guaran- 
tied by  those  men  of  olden  times,  who  were  so  much 
wiser  and  better  than  the  reformers  and  fanatics  of 
modern  days.     Why,  then,  were  we  disputing  about 
forms?   Why  not  march  directly  to  the  point  upon  which 
all  the  true  enemies  of  abolitionists  would  agree '    Re- 
fuse to  consider  the  petition,  and  you  do  what  should  be 
done,  and  that  in  the  most  prompt  manner. 

Mr.  V.  said  he  could  not  but  repeat  his  surprise,  that 
any  gentleman  could  conceive  that  the  interest  of  the 
South  could  be  advanced  by  the  protraction  of  this  de- 
bate.    He  bad  flattered  himself  that  the  vote  that  was 
given  a  few  days  aeo,  upon  the  memorial  presented  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Faibfiild,] 
had  given  this  exciting  subject  its  quietus  for  the  session. 
He  imputed  no  sinister  motives  to  any  gentleman,  and 
he  trusted  that  he  cherished  none  himself.     He  believed 
that  gentlemen  here  meant  what  they  not  only  avowed 
that  they  did  mean,  but  what  they  solemnly  pledged  by 
their  votes  that  they  meant.  He  had  supposed  that  com- 
mon charity,  not  to  mention  parliamentary  courtesy,  re- 
quired this  species  of  faith  from  every  gentleman  upon 
this  floor.     He,  therefore,  had  believed  that  when  gen- 
tlemen had  refused  on  Monday  the  courtesy  of  even 
printing  the  petition  presented  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maine,  in  addition  to  their  vote  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  it 
should  serve  as  a  most  ample  guarantee,  that  all  who  vo- 
ted against   printing  were  decidedly  opposed  to  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners.   And  was  this  not  so,  sir,  ac- 
cording to  all  the  known  and  legitimate  deductions  from 
parliamentary  proceedings?    H»d  gentlemen,  before  to- 
day, ever  imagined  or  proposed  a  more  summary  and 
unequivocal  mode  of  rejecting  the  prayer  of  a  petition 
than  was  indicated  by  a  refusal  to  print  it,  and  an  almost 
unanimous  vote  to  lay  it  on  the  table?    It  would  be 
probably  recollected  what  course  he  (Mr.  V.)  had  ta- 


ken in  regard  to  the  petition  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man  from  Maine.  The  mover  of  the  petition  himself 
moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  and  many  gentlemen  no 
doubt  voted  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  because  of  this  cir- 
cumstance. An  honorable  colleague  of  his  own  [Mr. 
Gbakoxr]  had  preceded  his  vote  with  the  inquiry,  wheth- 
er the  gentleman  who  introduced  the  petition  moved  to 
lay  it  onthe  table;  and,  upon  receiving  an  affirmative  re- 
sponse from  the  Chair,  he  replied,  *<Then  I  vote  in  the 
affirmative!*'  Mr.  V.,  for  the  purpose  of  more  effectu- 
ally ascertaining  the  sense  of  the  House,  and  to  arrest  an 
unprofitable  debate  upon  this  exciting  subject,  then  mo- 
ved also  to  lay  the  motion  to  print  the  petition  on  the 
tablet  ftnd  the  triumphant  affirmative  vote  upon  that 
question  should  have  satisfied,  and  was  sufficient  to  sat- 
isfy the  nation,  that  such  petitions  would  never  receive 
the  least  countenance  from  this  House.  Strong  as  that 
vote  was,  it  was  evidently  not  near  so  strong  as  a  vote 
would  be  upon  a  direct  proposition  to  reject  the  prayer 
of  the  petition.  Many  gentlemen,  doubtless,  voted  in  fa- 
vor of  printing  from  considerations  of  courtesy  to  the 
petitioners,  who  would  vote  against  the  object  of  the 
petition.  After  all  that  had  taken  place  on  Monday,  he 
had  supposed  that  the  sense  of  this  House  against  the 
exciting  and  diabolical  schemes  of  the  abolitionists  had 
been  expressed  to  the  nation  and  to  the  world,  in  a  man- 
ner so  clear  and  so  emphatic,  that  **  the  wayfaring  man, 
though  a  fool,"  could  not  err  as  to  what  were  the 
sentiments  of  a  vast  majority  of  this  House;  but  from  the 
proceedings  of  to-day.  It  would  seem  that  some  gentle- 
men supposed  he  was  mistaken. 

Mr.  HARPER,  of  Pennsylvania,  wished  briefly  to  state 
the  grounds  of  his  two  former  votes  on  this  subject,  and 
those  upon  which  he  should  then  vote.  He  voted  agfsinst 
the  motion  to  lay  the  petition  from  Maine,  and  the  mo- 
tion to  print  it,  on  the  table,  not  because  he  entertained 
a  sentiment  in  common  with  the  abolitionists,  but  be- 
cause he  thought  the  sense  of  the  House  ought  to  be 
fairly,  decisively,  clearly,  and  unequivocally,  expressed 
on  this  subject,  so  as  to  prevent  its  being  troubled  with 
it  hereafter.  Therefore  was  it  that  he  voted  against  lay. 
ing  both  questions  on  the  table.  He  was  convinced  that 
the  mere  rejecting  the  petitions  would  not  be  satisfacto- 
ry, and  would  not  be  giving  such  reasons  as  would  be 
convincing  to  the  minds  of  those  people  who  sent  them 
there.  If  the  House  were  to  give  these  memorials  to  % 
committee,  and  let  them  bring  in  such  a  report  as  should 
clearly  express  the  sentiments  of  the  country,  these  peti- 
tions would  cease.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  House 
would  meet  the  question  on  cool,  dispassionate,  and  tem- 
perate grounds,  and  that  they  would  permit  it  to  take 
the  couse  he  had  recommended.  Mr.  H.  said  he  should 
vote  against  the  nation  to  reconsider,  because  he  want- 
ed ihe  question  fully  considered  in  the  way  be  had  indi- 
cated. He  wanted  to  get  a  report  from  a  committee 
that  would  be  adopted  by  the  House,  and  thereby  save 
further  agitation  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  said  that,  in  considering 
every  question  affecting  the  public  interest,  the  calmest 
deliberation  became  the  representatives  of  a  free  people. 
In  all  the  wide  range  of  the  legislative  duties  of  Con- 
gress, all  must  concur  there  was  none  which  required 
more  essentially  a  dispassionate  and  deliberate  disposi- 
tion than  this;  without  it,  the  beneficial  moral  influences 
of  their  decision  must  be  lost  to  the  country.  He  was 
aware  of  the  extreme  delicacy  of  the  subject — of  the 
deeply -seated  sensibility  which  it  excited,  and  which  it 
was  impossible  to  allay — of  the  extreme  difficulty  of  ap- 
proaching it  without  excited  feeling;  but  no  practical 
good  could  result  from  strong  denunciation  or  impassion- 
ed invective.  He  did  not  rise  to  discuss  the  subject  re- 
ferred to  ill  the  petition.  A  respectable  portion  of  hia 
constituents  had  instructed  him  not  to  engage  in  such  a 
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difcussion;  but  he  wished  to  submit  a  Tew  observations 
to  the  House,  in  the  sincere  hope  that  the  embarrass- 
ment of  their  situation  might  be  relieved,  and  a  decisive 
vote  taken  on  this  important  and  ezcitinjc  topic. 

This  same  subject  had  been  presented  to  the  consid- 
eration of  Congress,  from  time  to  time,  since  he  had  a 
seat  there,  on  the  petition  of  persons  who  had,  as  these 
petitioners  have,  nocommunity  of  interest  in  the  alleged 
grievance  of  which  they  complained;  and  he  would  here 
say,  what  he  firmly  believed,  that  he  had  never  seen  on 
the  floor  of  the  House  of  Representatives  a  half  dozen 
members,  of  any  party,  disposed  to  exercise  their  legfis- 
lative  authority  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  here  or  else- 
where. 

In  the  course  of  this  debate,  he  was  happy  to  have 
heard  every  gentleman  express  a  decided  opposition 
to  the  prayer  of  the  petition.  All  concurred  that  there 
should  be  no  legislative  enactment  In  conformity  to  their 
wishes.  But  the  difficulty  exists  in  the  conflicting  views 
as  to  the  means  by  which  this  end  is  to  be  attained.  How 
is  the  subject  to  be  disposed  of? 

The  House  has  decided  to  consider  the  petition.  The 
gentleman  from  Maryland  has  moved  to  reconsider  that 
vote.  Some  gentlemen  are  opposed  to  this,  motion, 
because  they  wish  to  lay  the  petition  on  the  table,  from 
which  it  cannot  be  called  up  without  the  concurrence 
of  two  thirds  of  the  House,  and  thus  give  it  its  quietus, 
and  in  effect  refuse  to  consider  it.  But  will  they  ac- 
complish their  object?  I  understand  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Bxabdslbt]  to  have  suggested 
that,  if  more  agreeable  to  the  House,  he  will  mc^ify  his 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  so  as  to  refuse  to  consider 
the  prayer  of  the  petition.  It  appeared  to  him  that  this 
was  precisely  equivalent  to  a  direct  vote  on  the  question 
of  consideration;  and  although  avoided  now,  it  must  be 
met  on  some  other  petition  of  a  similar  character  with 
this. 

It  is  necessary  that  the  House  sliould  meet  the  ques- 
tion. When,  on  a  former  day,  a  g;entleman  from  Maine 
presented  a  similar  petition,  and  moved  to  lay  it  on  the 
table,  he  (Mr.  M.)  had  demanded  that  the  question 
should  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and,  in  doing  so, 
alluded  to  the  deep  sensibility  which  pervaded  a  large 
portion  of  the  country  on  the  subject,  and  asked  the 
members  of  the  House  to  express  their  opinions  on  the 
principle  involved  in  the  petition  in  the  vote  then  to  be 
given.  The  result  was  an  overwhelming  majority  against 
the  petition.  He  had  hoped,  most  sincerely,  that  the 
decision  then  made  would  have  been  acquiesced  in$  and 
that  gentlemen  charged  with  kuch  petitions,  from  re- 
spect to  the  expressed  opinion  of  the  House,  would  have 
withheld  them,  or,  on  presenting  them,  would  have 
consigned  them  to  the  same  fate.  In  this  he  was  disap- 
pointed; and  to  him  it  was  apparent,  that  laying  one  or 
many  of  these  exciting  petitions  on  the  table. would  not 
relieve  the  House,  and  it  was  necessary  to  adopt  a  more 
decisive  mode.  In  his  judgment,  this  could  only  be 
done  by  refusing  to  consider  them. 

Other  gentlemen  are  disposed  to  refer  the  subject  to 
one  of  the  committees  of  the  House.  He  asked,  what 
beneficial  result  could  be  eff'ected?  The  only  object 
of  a  reference  to  a  committee  was,  that  the  subject  re- 
ferred might  be  investigated,  and  its  details  prepared 
with  more  accuracy  and  despatch,  for  the  purp<jse  of 
legislative  action.  To  such  examination,  a  committee 
was  better  suited  than  tiie  House.  But  surely  the 
House  would  not  refer  a  petition,  embracing  a  great 
principle,  which  has  agitated  the  public  mind  through- 
out the  country,  and  on  which  every  member  is  prepared 
to  express  his  opinion.  But  it  is  urged  that  a  report 
adverse  to  the  petitiou  would  aid  in  allaying  excitement, 
and  restrain  a  perseverance  in  this  misiciiievous  course. 
Has  not  this  been  done?    Has  not  more  than  one  able 


report,  condemning  similar  petitions,  been  maule  to  tl  • 
House  in  former  sessions,  and  published  to  the  wotI: 
We  cannot  desire  merely  a  republication  of  vhat  l^< 
already  been  published,  and  we  will  deceive  oursehti 
if  we  hope  to  repress  a  fanatical  spirit  by  giving  such  i 
countenance  to  the  effusions  of  misguided  zeal. 

If,  said  Mr.  M.,  the  House  is  prepared  to  decide  op^ 
the  principle  of  this  petition,  why  may  we  not  reject . 
at  once?    Surely  there  is  not  one  disposed  to  exe-'x-^ 
the  high  and  dangerous  power  which  the  petitioners  c- 
voke  at  our  hands;  why,  then,  shall  we  entertain  tbe  ^> 
ject?  why  keep  alive  those  feelings  of  apprehension  2.- 
excitement  which  it  is  our  sacred  duty  to  allay.'    la 
refer   the  petition  is  an  act  of  supererogation,   wi.  r: 
can  do  no  good,  and  will  do  much  mischief.      The  mr-: 
unexceptionable  mode  in  which  we  can  accomprnth  thj 
object  is  to  reconsider  the  vote;  and  then  it  will  bs 
competent  for  the  House  at  once  to  refuse  to  cofisvV 
the  petition,  or  to  reject  it;  and  if  a  majority  of  lbs 
House  (and  I  doubt  not  there  is  an  overwhelming  rm- 
jority)  sre  opposed  to  the  petition,  let  them  meet  li^ 
question  at  once,  and  terminate  those  angry  di8cussi'>'^», 
and  allay  those  bitter  feeling^  which  scar,  if  they  do  iu>i 
break,  the  pillars  of  the  noble  ediflce  of  our  constitati^ 
and  liberty. 

Mr.  PIERCE,  of  New  Hampshire,  said  he  had  no  dis- 
position to  discuss  the  merits  of  this  deeply  exciu^c 
question  at  any  time,  and  his  respect  for  the  rule^  d 
the  House  would  prevent  his  attempting  to  do  so,  xindtt 
the    motion    of   the    gentleman  from    Maryland  [Mr. 
Thomas]  to  reconsider;  which  motion  he  hoped  wubM 
be  withdrawn,  and  then  the  motion  of  the  gentlenua 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  B£ARdslxt,]  so  far  modified  as  to 
meet  the  approbation  of  all  who  are  roost  sensitive  npoo 
this  agitating  question;  and  he  rose  to  add  his  request  to 
the  suggestion  made  by  his  friend  (he  hoped  he  might  so 
call  him)  from  Virginia.     This  was  not  the  last  memo 
rial  of  the  same  character  which  woulit  be  sent  here. 
It  was  perfectly  apparent  that  the  question  must  be  met 
now,  or  at  some  future  time,  fully  and  explicitly »  and 
such  an  expression  of  this  House  given  as  could  leave 
no  possible  room  to  doubt  as  to  the  opinions  and  senti- 
ments entertained  by  its  members.  He,  (Mr.  P.,)  indeed, 
considered  the  overwhelming  vote  of  the  House  tbe 
other  day,  laying  a  memorial  of  similar  tenor,  and,  he 
believed,  the  same  in  terms,  upon  the  table,  as  fixing 
upon  it  the  stamp  of  reprobation.    He  supposed  that  all 
sections  of  tbe  country  would  be  satisfied  with  that  ex- 
pression; but  gentlemen  seemed  now  to  consider  tbe 
vote  as  equivocal  and  evasive.     He  was  unwilling  that 
any  imputation  should  rest  upon  the  North,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  misguided  and  fanatical  zeal  of  a  few — 
comparatively  very  few — who,  however  honest  might 
have  been  their  purposes,  he  believed  had  done  inc»l- 
culable   mischief,  and  wh(»se  movements  he  knew  re- 
ceived no  more  sanction  among  the  great  mass  of  the 
people  of  the  North,  than  they  did  at  the  South.     For 
one,  he,  (Mr.  P.,)  while  he  would  be  the  last  to  iiifringe 
upon  any  of  t))e  sacred  reserved  rights  of  the  people, 
was  prepared  to  stamp  with  disapprobation,  in  the  moiit 
exprtss  and  unequivocal  terms,  ttie  whole  movement 
upon  this  subject. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  would  not  resume  his  seat,  without 
tendering  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Masosi,] 
juvt  and  generous  as  he  always  was,  his  acknowledg- 
ments for  the  admission  frankly  made  in  the  opening  uf 
his  remarks.  He  had  said  that,  during  the  period  that 
he  had  occupied  a  seat  in  this  House,  (as  Mr.  P.  under- 
stood him,)  he  had  never  known  six  men  seriously  dis- 
posed  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of  Vhe  slaveholders  at 
tlie  South.  Sir,  said«Mr.  P.,  geittlemen  may  be  assured 
tUere  was  no  such  disposition  as  a  general  sentiment  pre> 
vailing  among  tbe  people;  at  least,  he  felt  confidence  in 
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asserting  that,  among  the  people  of  the  State  which  he  had 
the  honor  in  part  to  represent,  there  was  not  one  in  a  hun- 
dred who  did  not  entertain  the  most  sacred  regard  for  the 
rig^hts  of  their  southern  brethren— nay,  not  one  in  five  hun- 
dred who  would  not  have  those  rights  protected  at  any  and 
every  hazard.  There  was  not  the  slightest  disposition  to 
interfere  with  any  rights  secured  by  the  constitution, 
^vliich  binds  together,  and  which  he  humbly  hoped  ever 
vrould  bind  together,  this  (p*eat  and  glorious  confederacy 
as  one  family.  Mr.  P.  had  only  to  say  that,  to  some 
8>veeping  charges  of  improper  interference,  the  action 
of  the  people  of  the  North  at  home  during  the  last  year, 
and  the  vote  of  their  representatives  here  the  other  day, 
was  a  suiHcient  and  conclusive  answer. 

Thus  much  he  had  thought  due  to  himself  and  to  those 
whom  he  had  the  honor  to  represent.  If  the  motion  to 
lie  upon  the  table  should  be  persisted  in,  he  should  vote 
for  it,  though  he  would  prefer  to  meet  the  question  in 
some  form  which  could  by  no  posnbility  be  considered 
either  equivocal  or  evasive. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  suggested  that  the  object 
mig-ht  be  accomplished  by  a  resolution  to  this  effect: 
that  the  House,  having  the  petition  under  consideration, 
resolved  that  it  be  rejected. 

Mr.  CAMDRELfiNO  thought  his  honorable  colleafifue 
misapprehended  the  object  of  the  motion  to  reconsider, 
which  was  to  reconsider  the  vote  to  consider  the  peti- 
tion this  day.  Mr.  C.  should  vote  to  reconsider,  in  or- 
der to  move  to  suspend  the  45th  rule,  and  consider  the 
petition. 

A  motion  was  here  made  by  Mr.  VINTON,  that  when 
the  House  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said,  as  the  question  had  taken  a  much 
wider  range  than  had  at  first  been  anticipated,  he  hoped 
he  should  be  allowed  to  trespass  with  a  few  observa- 
tions. He  understood  the  gentleman  who  moved  the 
consideration  of  the  memorial  did  it  with  a  view  to 
leave  open  the  question  whether  it  should  be  consider- 
ed to-day  or  not;  and,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  45th 
rule,  as  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Masoh,]  a  motion  would  be  made  to  suspend  it,  to  ena- 
ble the  House  to-  take  up  a  resolution  that  the  petition 
be  rejected.  That  seemed  to  be  the  present  position  of 
the  question. 

In  connexion  with  this  subject,  said  Mr.  P.,  there 
were  msny  interests  involved.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  BciuiDSLBT]  had  alluded  to  the  sacred 
right  of  the  citizens  to  petition.  That  was  unquestion- 
able. But,  as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  well 
remarked,  that  House  had  also  the  right  to  reiect;  and 
Mr.  P.  put  it  to  the  House  whether  they  could  not  do 
so,  even  if  the  petition  were  couched  in  respectful 
terms.  There  were,  however,  other  interests  concern- 
ed in  this  matter.  They  had  even  higher  duties  to  per- 
form than  their  mere  duties  as  representatives;  they  had 
their  own  individual  constituents  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia; and  if  their  rights  were  not  to  be  maintained  in 
that  House,  where,  let  him  ask,  would  their  protection 
be?  [Mr.  P.  then  referred  to  the  act  of  cession  from 
Virginia,  which  he  was  about  to  read,  when  the  Chair 
interposed,  and  said  the  sense  of  the  House  must  first 
be  taken,  before  the  discussion  could  be  extended  to 
the  merits  of  the  question.] 

Mr.  P.  said, then  he  would  confine  himself  to  what 
hid  been  thrown  out  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 
Thit  gentleman  had  asked,  why  was  it  that  discussion 
was  desired  upon  that  floor?  and  intimated  that  certain 
fansiics,  aa  well  in  the  South  as  in  the  North,  desired  to 
Agitate  this  question.  Mr.  P.  desired  to  take  that  op- 
portunity to  throw  back  the  insinuation  with  scorn  and 
coDtempt.  Sir,  said  Mr.  P.,  we  do  desire  to  agitate 
^V»  question.     We  dtsire  it,  because  we  believe  we 
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have  been  foully  slandered  before  the  world;  and  I  stand 
here  prepared,  at  any  time  when  the  question  shall  come 
up,  to  vindicate  the  institutions  of  the  people  I  have  the 
honor  in  part  to  represent,  from  the  foul  aspersion  and 
calumny  thrown  upon  them.  These  are  the  motives 
which  prompt  us  to  desire  discussion.  He  had  heard 
some  insinuations  thrown  out  from  higher  quarters  than 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  that  certain  gentlemen 
of  the  South,  belonging  to  a  certain  party,  desiVed  the 
discussion  of  this  question  to  advance  the  interests  of  a 
particular  individual;  and  he  would  again  repeat  that  it 
was  a  foul  and  infamous  calumny,  and  those  who  uttered 
it  knew  it  to  be  such  when  they  uttered  it. 

Mr.  MAY  called  the  gentleman  to  order  for  going  into 
the  merits  of  the  question,  and  was  sustained  by  the  Chair. 

Mr.  P.  explained,  that,  as  the  discussion  had  already 
taken  a  wide  range,  it  was  difficult  to  keep  within  the 
strict  rule.  He  had  risen  to  express  a  hope  that  the 
House  would  suffer  a  direct  vote  to  be  taken  on  this 
question,  and  he  only  intended  to  urge  another  reason 
in  favor  of  sustaining  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland.  If  that  motion  prevailed,  then,  as  had  been 
suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  the  question 
itself  should  be  brought  directly  before  the  House  for 
its  immediate  decision.  These  were  questions  in  which 
the  most  momentous  concerns  of  this  confederacy  were 
involved,  and  it  was  extremely  to  be  desired  that  there 
should  be  an  immediate  decision  on  them  in  that  House. 

Mr.  HAMER  said,  if  ever  there  had  arisen  an  occa- 
sion in  which  it  was  necessary  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  wisdom  o!  the  45th  rule,  it  would  be  found 
in  the  discussion  of  this  day.  While  this  discussion  con- 
tinued as  it  was  then  progressing,  it  was  very  doubtful, 
when  they  came  to  vote  upon  the  final  disposition  oi 
this  petition,  whether  all  the  members  of  the  House 
would  be  prepared  to  give  that  vote  to-day,  which  thev 
might  give  to-morrow;  and  he  did  not  believe  that  such 
a  debate  was  exceedingly  well  calculated  to  a  calm,  dis- 
pasnonate,  ard  deliberate  consideration  of  the  question. 
He  was  of  opinion,  therefore,  that,  in  order  to  disen- 
tangle (to  use  the  words  of  a  gentleman  v/ho  had  spoken 
to-day)  ourselves  from  embarrasment,  it  would  be  better 
to  adjourn;  and  he  therefore  made  that  motion. 

Tellers  were  appointed,  and  the  House  refused; 
Ayes  98,  noes  108. 

Mr.  HOWARD  said,  in  order  to  check  even  himself 
in  debate,  and  w\th  a  view,  if  he  could,  to  obtain  the 
opinion  of  the  House,  whether  in  the  outset  he  was 
right  or  not,  he  would  move  to  lay  the  motion  of  hia 
honorable  colleague,  [Mr.  Tboxas,]  from  whom  it  gave 
him  great  pain  to  differ,  on  the  table. 

Mr.  JUDSON  asked  both  the  gentlemen  from  Mary- 
land to  accept  a  proposition  he  intended  to  offi^r,  in  the 
shape  of  two  resolutions.  Fn*8t,  resolved  that  the  vote 
of  the  House  just  taken  on  the  petition  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  reconsidered.  Second,  resolved  that  the  45ih 
rule  of  the  House  be  suspended;  and  said  petition  being 
under  consideration,  resolved  that  it  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  rejected.  If  the  House  would  give  its  consent, 
he  would  move  these  two  resolutions. 
'  The  motion  being  objected  to,  the  question  then  re- 
curred to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table; 
whereupon 

Mr.  WISE  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  they  were 
not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  tellers,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative:  Ayes  119,  noes  72. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the 
table  was  carried. 

Mr.  HAMMOND  then  modified -his  motion,  in  sub- 
stance, as  follows  :  Resolved  that  the  45th  rule  <if  tiii» 
House  be  suspended;  and  resolved  that  the  petition, 
&c.,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  rejected. 
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Mr.  BRIGGS  inquired  what  wa»  the  question  before  | 
the  House. 

The  CHAIR  informed  the  House  that  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Hammond] 
being  secondary  to  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Bkardblit,]  the  question  before  the 
House  was  the  motion  to  lay  the  petition  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  suggested  the  propriety  of  with- 
drawing  that  motion,  and  taking  the  question  on  the 
motion  to  reject. 

Mr.  H.  EVERETT  asked  if  the  effect  of  the  motion 
just  carried  was  not  to  hy  the  whole  subject  on  the  table. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  was  not  the  effect. 

Mr,  MASON,  of  Virginia,  expressed  a  hope  that  the 
motion  to  lay  the  petition  on  the  table  would  be  withdrawn, 
and  let  the  question  be  taken  on  the  second  part  of  the 
resolution  of  the  honorable  member  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  Hammond]  without  debate. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  said  he  could  not  yield  his  motion; 
for  the  practice  of  the  House,  for  years  past,  had  been 
to  lay  all  such  papers  on  the  table,  and  such  a  disposi- 
tion of  them  he  believed  to  have  been  satisfactory  to 
the  country  at  large. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered  on  the  motion 
to  lay  the  petition  on  the  table,  the  question  was  so  ta- 
ken, and  decided  in  the  negative:  Yeas  95,  nays  121, 
as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  C>  Allan,  Anthony,  Ash,  Bailey, 
Barton,  B^ale,  Bean,  Beardsley,  Beaumont,  Bockee, 
Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burns,  Carr,  Casey,  G. 
Chambers,  Chaney, Chapman,  Chapin,  Cleveland,  Crane, 
Cushing,  Cushman,  Davis,  Deberry,  Dickerson,  Evans, 
Fairfield,  French,  Fry,  W.  K.  Fuller,  Haley,  Hamer, 
Hannegan,  Hardin,  Harlan,  8.  S.  Harrison,  Hawes,  Haw- 
kins, Howard,  Howell,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Inger- 
BoU,  Ingham,  Jar  vis,  J.  Johnson,  R.  M.  Johnson,  B. 
Jones,  l^ennon,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Klingensmith,  L^ne, 
Lansing,  Laporte,  J.  Lee,  T.  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan, 
Lucas,  Job  Mann,  W.  Mason,  M.  Mason,  S.  Mason, 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan,.  Muhlenberg,  Page,  Parks, 
Patterson,  Pierce,  Phelps,  Rencher,  John  Reynolds, 
Schenck,  Seymour,  Shepperd,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Spangler, 
Sutherland,  Taylor,  J.  Thomson,  Turrill,  Underwood, 
Vinton,  Wagener,  Webster,  Weeks,  L.  Williams,  S. 
Williams— 95. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  H.  Allen,  Ashley,  Bell, 
Bond,'Borden,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Bunch,  J.Calhoon,W.B. 
Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  W.B.  Carter,  Cham- 
ber*, Childs,  Claiborne,  Olark,  Coffee,  Coles,  Connor, 
Corwin,  Craig,  Cramer,  Darlington,  Doubleday,  Drom- 
goole,  Dunlap,  Efner,  Everett,  Farlin,  Forester,  P.C. 
Fuller,  J.  Garland,  R.  Garland,  Gillet,  Glascock,  Gra- 
ham, Granger,  Grantland,  Graves,  Grayson,  Grennell, 
Griffin,  J.  Hall,  H.  Hall,  Hammond,  Hard,  Harper, 
A.  G.  Harrison,  Haynes,  Hazehine,  Henderson,  Hiester, 
Hoar,  Holsey,  Hopkins,  Hubley,  W.  Jackson,  J.  Jack- 
son, JaneSy'C.  Johnson,  H.  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  Jud- 
son,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay,  L.  Lea,  Lincoln,  Love, 
Loyall,  Lyon,  Martin,  J.  Y.  Mason,  Maury,  May,  McCar- 
ty,  McComas,  McKay,  McKcnnan,  McKeon,  McKim, 
McLene,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Morris,  Owens,  Parker, 
Patton,  D.  J.  Pearce,  J.  A.  Pearce,  Pettigrew,  Pey- 
ton, Phillips,  Pickens,  Pinckney,  Potts,  Reed,  Joseph 
Reynolds,  Roane,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Russell,  Shields, 
Slade,  Sprag^p,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Taliaferro, 
Thomas,  W.  Thompson,  Toticey,  Towns,  Vanderpoel, 
Ward,  Washington,  White,  Whitllespy,  Wise— 121, 
So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  petition  on  the  table*. 
Mr.  HAMMOND  then  modified  bis  resolution  as  fol- 
lows: Resolved,  that  said  petition  be,  and  the  same  is 
htjreby,  rejected. 

Mr.  HAWKINS,  of   North  Carolina,  asked   for  the 
yeas  and  nays}  which  were  ordered. 


Mr.  HUNT  apprehended,  he  said,  that  there  wai  t 
one  sentiment  on  this  subject  in  that  House;  and  let  fr- 
tlemen  extend  their  observation  over  this  wide  and  e- 
tended  country,  and   perceive  what  had  been  pa*.- 
since  this  abolition  question  was  first  agitMed»  snJ  'i 
would  see  he  was  correct,  thai  there  was  but  one  set" 
ment  every  where.  He  apprehended  that  ^eotleroe-: : 
all  sides  merely  difiered  as  to  the  means  of  efTect^. 
general  and  desired  end — an  end  they  were  aU  seek  -*. 
and  which  was  to  give  quiet  and  composure  to  this  - 
public,  upon  this  exciting  question.     He  w^oulii  repc.. 
he  was  thoroughly  convinced  that  the  only  difTercnri 
opinion  that  existed  was  with  regard  to  the  means  to  t 
fret  a  desirable  end.     It  had  been  said,  that  if  the}  'f 
jected  this  petition,  they  should  give  quiet  to  the  ct- 
try,  and  no  other  petitions  or  memorials  of  a  iikLV- 
dency  would  be  sent  there.     Would  this  be  so?     If  c;  - 
stituents  chose  to  send  their  petitions  to  that    Hcu^ 
would  not  gentlemen  feel  it  their  duty  to  present  iter. 
Permit  him  to  say,  that  if  there  be  any  thinjg^  indecorc 
or  disrespectful  in  a  memorial  presented  there,  to  tr 
member  of  the  House,  or  to  any  member  of  the  Gorer 
ment,  then  he  understood  it  to  be  parliamentary  tc  rt 
ject  it;  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  memorial  be'cncr- 
ed  in  respectful  language,  it  was  a  right  guarantied  I'u 
citizens  of  this  countr}'  by  the  constitution,  to  memu-- 
ize  that  House.     The  right  he  held  to  be  a  sacred  cr-, 
and  he  could  never  consent  to  infringe  upon  it,  evtp  .; 
implication. 

Humble  as  he  was,  said  Mr.  H.,  it  might  not,  perh-f^ 
be  unknown  to  some  there,  that  upon  this  abolition  qoe^ 
tion  he  had  extended  the  principle  so  far  as  to  go  ioTn 
t^e  gentlemen  of  the  South  contended  for.     He  cciii: 
also  assure  them  that,  among  the  New  England  n^-er. 
there  was  but  one  universal  and  unanimous  sentimcr' 
upon  the  subject.     But  to  go  back  again  to  the  mtnle  c 
effecting  the  desired  end,  that  of  giving  quiet  and  repc!< 
to  this  agitating  question,  and  to  this  excited  commtintx 
Mr.  II.  held  ideas  with  regard  to  it,  which  he  submitu^ 
with  all  due  deference.     He  held  that  the  quiet  i  f  tU 
community  could  not  be  ensured  by  suppressing  iiifor. 
mation  and  inquiry;  but,  on  the  contrary,  both  poLcr 
and  expediency,  and  the  true  course  they  owed  to  tbe  r 
constituents,  dictated  that  they  should  give  to  these  me- 
morials and  these  petitions  the  usual  course.     He  wouiJ 
appeal  to  an  eminent  instance,  within  the  knowledge  of 
every  one  present,  which  did  more  than  all  the  meetings 
on  the  subject,  by  way  of  putting  down  the  fanatical  ze  j 
in  regard  to  the  Sunday  mail.     As  long  as  the  House 
laid  those  memorials  on  the  tables,  so  long  were  they 
loaded  with  thtm,  session  ader  session;  but  the  very 
moment  it  gave  them  what  he  conceived  to  be  their 
proper  direction,  by  referring  them  to  a  commiitee, 
which  made  a  report  thereon,  that  very  moment  the  ex- 
citement was  allayed,  and  nothing  more  was  heard  on 
the  subject.     He  asked  gentlemen  to  carry  back  their 
recollections  to  what  the  effect  was  upon  the  republic. 
The  subject  was  put  forever  at  resji;  and  so,  he  appre* 
bended,  it  would  be  with  the  present,  for  he  considere4 
the  cases  analogous. 

It  was  true,  said  Mr.  H.,  the  subject  was  an  irrilatio,^ 
one;  but  they,  as  representatives  of  the  people,  were 
bound  to  meet  it.  I'hey  could  not  shut  their  eyes  to 
what  was  going  on  around  them.  They  could  not  slight 
nor  evade  it;  nor  did  he  believe  it  was  the  disposition  of 
any  honorable  member  there  to  do  so.  The  only  differ- 
ence in  judgment  appeared  to  him  to  be  as  to  the  means 
to  effect  the  end.  To  refer,  then,  to  tbe  analogous 
case,  Mr.  H*s  own  deliberate  judgment  was,  that  they 
should  give  to  all  these  petitions  the  usual  parliameittary 
course,  for  this  was  not  tlie  last,  in  all  human  probability, 
that  would  be  sent  there.  They  could  not.  conceal  frooi 
themselves  the  fact  that  the  public  were  advised  of  tbe 
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existence  of  these  memorials.     They  would  be  sent  to 
Tiembers  there;  and,  judging  from  what  he  felt  to  be  his 
>\vn  duty,  he  apprehended  that  other  gentlemen  would 
ilso  fee!  it  to  be  their  duty  to  present  them.    He  asked, 
lien,  that  they  would  show  the  South  fairly  the  princi- 
ples  they  maintained,  by  referring  this  and  all  similar 
•Petitions  and  memorials,  either  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Ol strict  of  Columbia,  or  to  some  special  committee,  with 
1  nstructlons  to  report.     They  did  not  doubt  what  would 
l->e  the  nature  of  the  report,  and  he  apprehended  he  ran 
no  risk  in  pledging  himself  that  there  was  not  a  man  in 
that  House  but  would  give  his  sanction  to  a  report  that 
silionld  put  this  question  forever  at  rest;  silence  the  fanat- 
ics on   the  one  hand,  and  satisfy  our  brethren  of  the 
South  on  the  other.     He  would  ag'aln  assure  gentlemen 
tliat  the  feeling  of  the  North  was  entirely  sound  and 
Ileal  thy  on  this  subject.     This  was  not  the  first  public 
occasion  on   which  Mr.  H.  had  avowed  the  feelings  he 
entertained  on  this  question.     He  had  avowed  them  on 
other   occasions;  and  in  the  great  meeting  at  Utica,  to 
xvhich  allusion  had  been  made,  he  had  done  all  he  could, 
although  he  took  not  such  a  prominent  part  as  his  hon- 
orable colleague  over  the  way,  [Mr.  Bsardslbt.]    But 
to  ask  him  to  vote  for  the  rejection  of  this  petition,  was 
to  ask  him  to  do  what  seemed  to  him  not  a  proper  and 
respectful  course,  if  he  mijjht  be  permitted  to  use  that 
term.     With  a  view  of  enabling  other  gentlemen  who 
might  have  similar  memorials  to  present,  to  pursue  the 
course  their  own  sense  of  duty  directed,  and  with  a  \'iew 
of  carrying  out  the  action  of  the  House  in  a  way  which 
might  speak  to  the' nation  unanimously  on  this  question, 
through  the  report  of  some  proper  committee,  Mr.  H. 
anid  he  should  be  constrained  to  vote  against  the  motion 
then  under  consideration.     Late  as  it  was,  an  enfeebled 
as  lie  was,  yet  he  would  not  permit  his  vote  to  be  re- 
corded on  the  question  without  briefly  explaining  his 
views. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  said  it  must  be  gratifying  to  every 
individuiti  to  have  listened  to  the  remarks  made  by  the 
lionorable  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Huxt,]  who 
had  just  taken  his  seat;  and  he  believed  it   must   be 
equally  gratifying  to  every  portion  of  the  House  to  have 
been  placed  in  possession  of  his  views  upon  this  ques- 
tion, though  a  large  portion  of  them   must  differ  with 
the  gentleman  in  regfard  to  the  policy  he  thinks  ought  to 
be  adopted  in  relation  to  it.     The  discussion  that  had 
taken  place  to-day,  Mr.  G.  had  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
would  be  hailed  in  the  South  as  the  greatest  omen  th^ 
the  permanency  of  this  great  and  glorious  Union  was 
about  to  be  secured;  and,  for  one  coming  from  that  sec- 
tion  of  the  country,  he  hesitated  not  to  believe  that  the 
honest  difference  of  opinion  that  did  exist,  was  an  hon- 
est difference  of  opinion  only  as  to  the  manner  and  mode 
in  M'hich  this  question  should  be  settled.     For  one,  he 
believed  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina to  be  one  that  would  be  approved,  at  least  the  best 
approved,  by  that  portion  of  the  people  from  whom  he 
came.     He  admitted  it  wai  the  constitutional  right  of 
every  citizen  of  the  country  to  petition  this  and  the 
oiher  branch  of  the  Legislature.     It  was  a  feature  in  the 
constitution  itself,  and  it  was  an  inseparable  privilege, 
wliicli  lie  believed  no  individual  who  advocated  this  mo- 
tion had  pretended  to  deny.     But  he  contended  that, 
whenever  the  petition  was  brought  forward,   that  very 
moment  the  constitutional  requisite  had  been  complied 
with,  and  it  then  became  the  duty  of  the  House  to  treat 
it  as  its  merits  deserved.     Now,  he  would  appeal  to  the 
f^entleman  himself,  and  ask  him  whether  there  be  not  in 
that  petition  language  which  calls  upon  the  House  to 
frown  upon  it  with  indignation?     He  would  ask  if  th^re 
be  not  charges  in  it  that  called  for  the  unanimous  voice 
of  reprobation  of  those  opposed  to  \0     He  would  to 
God  that  he  could  act  on  this  occasion  with  the  gentle- 


man; but  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued  in  relation  to 
the  petition  was  to  reject  it;  and  in  rejecting  it,  he  could 
not  for  himself  believe  that  a  similar  petition  would 
again  be  presented  for  the  consideration  of  that  body. 
With  due  deference  to  the  opinions  of  those  who  repre- 
sent States,  some  few  of  whom  might  be  favorable  to  the 
principles  contained  in  the  petition,  it  would,  in  his 
humble  conception,  be  virtually  a  disrespect  to  the 
majority,  either  way,  who  might  vote  to  reject  or  to 
receive,  afterwards  to  vote  to  lay  it  on  the  table;  and  he 
wished,  therefore,  to  avoid  this  by  bringing  the  ques- 
tion at  once  and  directly  to  bear  upon  the  motion  to 
reject  it. 

But  there  was  another  reason,  which  he  would  suggest 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Hotise.  They  would  not  be 
deprived  of  meeting  the  question  fully,  freely,  and  de« 
liberately,  hereafter.  What  did  the  President  recom- 
mend in  his  annual  message?  He  recommended  to  the 
consideration  of  that  House  the  prohibition  of,  or  some 
law  to  prevent,  the  circulation  of  these  incendiary  pub- 
lications through  the  Post  Office  Department.  Then 
they  would  have  an  opportunity  of  expressing  fully  their 
views  in  relation  to  this  matter.  It  was  then  he  expect- 
ed again  to  hear  the  voice  of  that  gentleman  in  vindica- 
tion of  the  views  he  had  now  taken.  Then  he  trusted 
they  would  have  but  one  voice  throughout  that  House; 
and  when  that  vote  should  be  received,  the  South  would 
be  secure  in  their  lives,  their  property,  and  their  rights. 
It  would  be  then  they  might  say  this  republic  'w  safe; 
then  every  thing  like  disunion  would  be  quieted,  and,  he 
trusted,  forever. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  believed,  he  said,  that  no  man 
in  that  House,  who  had  known  him  for  any  length  of 
time,  could  doubt  his  feelings  upon  this  question.  He 
came  from  a  section  of  country  that  was  exceedingly 
anxious  to  allay,  as  far  as  possible,  all  kinds  of  excite- 
ment upon  a  question  so  agitating  to  the  South.  He 
came  there  prepared,  as  far  as  he  could,  to  v^tc  upon 
that  question;  and  he  trusted  that,  when  the  time  came 
to  meet  it,  it  would  be  met  in  a  manner  the  great  inter- 
ests connected  with  it  demanded.  But  he  would  say,  in 
advance,  that  he  was  not  quite  satisfied  with  some  of 
the  feelings  expressed  from  certain  quarters  of  this 
country  to-day  in  that  House.  They  were  bound  by  all 
the  tics  that  kept  the  Union  together  to  meet  this  ques- 
tion freely  and  boldly,  to  throw  aside  every  prejudice, 
and  sacrifice  it  upon  the  altar,  for  their  country's  good; 
and  it  did  not  become  them  to  excite  each  other  by  any 
kind  of  language. 

Mr.  S.  lived  in  a  State,  he  said,  once  a  slaveholding 
Stair,  and  which  had  been  one  of  the  first  to  abol- 
ish slavery,  having  found  it  expedient  to  start  *arly  in 
this  question.  He  lived  in  a  State,  too,  where  they  aa 
sincerely  and  honestly  regarded  the  rights  of  the  South 
as  any  other  State  in  the  Union.  And  he  came  espe- 
cially from  a  district  that  he  knew— and  if  he  could  use 
stronger  language  he  would— that  he  knew  utterly  de- 
spised and  dea-sted  the  whole  question  of  a  prompt  and 
speedy  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  South.  He  knew  that 
he  spoke  their  voick  when  he  said  he  was  prepared  to 
^o  all  the  lengths  that  honor  and  justice  should  require 
at  his  hands.  While  he  admillcJ  so  much,  he  also  look- 
ed at  this:  Ih  it  the  constitution  guarantied  to  us  all  the 
right  to  send  our  petitions  to  that  House.  But  he  went 
further,  and  took  the  other  side  of  the  question:  that  if 
that  petition  be  not  draughted  in  the  style  in  which  it 
ought  to  be,  or  if  it  be  even  inflammatory  in  its  nature, 
and  calculitied  to  excite  the  feelings,  why,  then,  he 
would  throw  it  out,  bcciuse  they  were  assembled  there 
fairly  nnd  dispasMonately  to  meet  this  question.  He 
would  neither  allow  the  high  feelings  of  the  South  to 
disturb  him  in  his  judgment,  nor  the  high  feelings  of  the 
NiTth,  who   were  some  of  them  anxious  to  run  all 
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lengths,  and  some  of  them  to  cast  the  firebrand  of  slavery 
and  abolition  into  that  House.  Now,  on  the  question 
under  consideration,  he  went  with  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Glascock,]  that  if  there  was  any  thing  in 
that  paper  that  did  not  comport  with  the  dignity  and 
respect  of  the  House,  vote  for  its  rejection,  come  from 
where  it  might.  But,  at  the  same  time,  Mr.  S.  always 
held  himself  bound  to  vote  for  every  petition  sent  there 
in  a  proper  style  and  language,  on  any  and  every  ques- 
tion, be  it  what  it  might,  from  any  quarter  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  8.  did  not  rise,  he  said,  so  much  with  a  view  of 
making  these  remarks,  but  to  state  a  fiict  of  which  the 
House  was  probably  not  aware  before  the  last  vote  was 
taken  on  this  question.  He  would  state  to  the  House 
that  it  had  already,  that  day,  that  very  morning,  referred 
a  memorial  upon  this  very  question  to  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia;  and  the  Chair  would  state 
whether  he  was  correct  or  not 

The  SPEAKER  sUted  the  fact  to  be  so,  and  that  he 
had  conferred  with  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  Bbioob]  who  presented  the  petition,  informing  him 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Chair  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  it.  It  was  doubtless  through  inadveat- 
ence  that  the  members  of  the  House  did  not  generally 
hear  it|  but  the  Chair  intended  to  have  made  a  state- 
ment of  the  fact  to  the  House,  and  he  so  informed  the 
mover. 

Mr.  HAMMOND  said  the  presenUtion  of  the  petition 
had  escaped  him,  or  he  should  have  made  the  same  mo- 
tion with  regard  to  that,  which  he  did  with  reference  to 
the  other. 

Mr.  PATTON  then  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  memorial  presented  by  Mr.  Bmieos  was  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  suggested  it  would  be  better  to  post- 
pone the  consideration  of  it  till  the  one  before  the  House 
to-day  was  disposed  of|  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  HAWKINS  called  for  the  veas  and  nays,  but  the 
House  refused  to  order  them^  and  tellers  being  appoint- 
ed, the  ayes  were  120,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday. 

MovsAT,  DiotxBBm  31. 
SUFFERERS  BY  FIRE  IN  NEW  YORK. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  rose,  he  said,  to  throw  himself 
on  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  for  the  purpose  of  ask- 
ing what  he  was  sure  would  be  granted^the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House  to  report  a  bill  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  for  the  relief  of  the  sufTerert 
by  the  late  fire  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

Mr.  JARVIS  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  so  as  to 
permit  any  of  the  committees  to  make  reports;  and  it 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  then  presented  the  following  correspond- 
ence, report,  and  bill: 

TBJUSvmr  DuAwncBirT, 

December  19, 1835. 

Sib:  I  enclose,  herewith,  a  copy  of  a  communication 
received  this  morning  from  the  collector  of  the  customs 
at  New  York,  and  of  my  reply  to  it;  and  I  venture  to 
express  a  hope  that  all  due  indulgence  will  be  extended 
by  Congress  to  the  sufTerera  who  are  indebted  to  the 
United  Sutes. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
The  Hon.  C.  C.  Cambbxlbho, 

Ch.  Com*  of  Waye  and  Meant* 


Collictob's  OmcB,  half  patl  3  o'clock, 

Niem  Tcrk,  Deetmbar  17.  18J5, 

DiAB  Sib:  LMt  ntght»  between  eight  Bnd  nine  o'doet 
a  fire  broke  out  near  the  merchants'  ezchBOST^  ^^  " 
still  raging  most  violently,  although  the  fireoaen  har^ 
got  it  under  control.  By  this  disastrous  TisitBtkm»  br- 
tween  four  and  five  hundred  buildingv  tuare  been  i- 
stroyed,  and  goods  and  other  effects  to  the  minoaRt 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  millions  of  dollars.  This  calas  "^ 
falls  principally  upon  the  heavy  importing'  mercbssx 
and  they  must  uiKiuestionably  become  greatly  efabv- 
rassed,  and  many  of  them  ruined. 

The  bonds  of  these  individuals  must  be  dishonored;  il 
business  is  suspended,  and  our  city,  from  being  the  sn: 
of  prosperity  and  wealth,  within  twenty-four  boois  i 
now  the  abode  of  sorrow  and  despondency.  It  w 
thought,  at  first,  that  the  bonds  which  should  not  be 
paid,  owing  to  the  consternation  and  confumon  wbch 
prevail  at  present,  might  be  held  subject  to  ytwr  de> 
cision  upon  the  mattert  but,  upon  more  nmture  refie: 
tion,  I  have  determined  that  I  cannot,  in  Boy  war,  o 
under  any  circumstances,  deviate  from  the  course  bid 
down  by  the  law.  Consequently  I  shall  hBnd  them  ote; 
to  the  district  attorney,  as  usual,  trusting*  and  belicrir.|! 
that  Congress  will  forthwith  tske  some  BCtion  on  t^« 
subject  of  this  heavy  calamity. 

The  merchants'  exchange  and  p6st  oflice  being  d^ 
stroyed,  I  have  caused  temporary  accoromodBtiona  to  be 
erected  in  the  inspector's  rooms,  attached  to  thb  offiee, 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  latter,  until  better  can  be 
procured  elsewhere.  The  effects  of  the  poet  office 
were  all  saved  from  injury. 

This  office  was  in  the  greatest  danger  for  b  long  tine, 
as  was  one  half  of  the  city.  But  I  did  not  remove  ta 
article,  but  was  prepared  to  save  every  thing  bad  k 
been  necessary. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect. 
Your  obedient  servant, 
SAMUEL  8WARTW0UT,  CoUeeior. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbvbt, 

Seereiaryofthe  TVeaeury,  IVaahingion,  D.  C. 

From  the  Semttary  of  the  Treamry  ^lo  the  CoUeetor  at 

New  York. 

TBBASVBr  DXTABTMBIIT, 

December  19,  1835. 

DsAB  Sib:  Tour  letter  of  the  17th  instant,  communi- 
cating the  disastrous  intelligence  concerning  the  late 
fire  in  the  city  of  New  York,  has  been  received. 

I  hardly  need  assure  you  that,  under  this  great  cahm- 
ity,  your  citizens  shall  have  extended  to  them,  from  this 
Department,  every  indulgence  which  their  misfortunes 
require,  and  which  the  laws  and  officiftl  duty  will  permit 
me  to  render. 

I  therefore  approve  of  your  course  in  furnishing  tem- 
porary accommodations  for  the  post  office,  and  hs?e 
sanctioned  the  proposal  of  the  marshal  to  tender  also 
for  the  same  purpose  the  use  of  the  rooms  in  the  City 
Hall  now  occupied  by  the  United  States  Courts. 

In  respect  to  delay  in  the  collection  of  bonds,  or  to 
remissions  or  reductions  of  duties  in  certain  cases,  they 
both  deserve  very  favorable  consideration.  But  as  yoa 
remark  concerning  your  own  power  about  the  former, 
it  may  be  added  as  to  my  power  about  both,  that  the 
acts  of  Congress  now  give  me  no  control  over  the  sub- 
ject. I  do  not  doubti  however,  that  the  subject  will  be 
taken  up  by  Congress  on  Monday,  and  some  expressioo 
of  its  views  soon  given,  and.  In  the  mean  time,  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  believe  that  you  and  the  district  attorney 
would  be  sustained  and  justified  if,  in  the  exercise  of  i 
sound  discretion  under  this  afflicting  emei^ncy,  you 


L993 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1994 


3kc.  21,  1835.] 


Slavery  in  the  Distriel  of  Columbia. 


[H.  OF  R. 


n<i  not  press  the  collection  of  bonds  in  all  cases,  where 
lie  public  security  would  not  be  impaired  by  a  short  de- 
ay,  and  where  the  parties  are  in  a  situation  which  would 
>robably  cause  Congress  to  extend  to  them  some  relief. 
With  much  sympathy  and  regard, 

I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treamry, 
Samcxl  Swart  wo  ut,  Esq. 

P.  8.  The  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  will  be  requested 
to  write  tea  similar  effect  to-day  to  the  district  attorney, 
in  regard  to  the  bonds. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  having  transmitted  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  a  letter  from  the 
collector  of  the  port  of  New  York,  giving  an  account  of 
the  late  disastrous  conflagration  at  that  place,  and  rep- 
resenting the  entire  suspension  of  credit  and  prostration 
of  trade,  the  committee  respectfully  submit  the  follow- 
ing report: 

^eeply  sympathizing  with  the  immediate  and  several 
Bufterers  by  a  great  national  calamity,  the  Committee  of 
"Ways  and  Means  lost  no  time  in  considering  the  commu- 
nication of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.    The  disaster 
is  of  an  unparalleled  character,  and  its  consequences 
must  be  felt  by  every  interest  and  every  quarter  of  the 
Union.     An  exercise  of  all  the  constitutional  powers  of 
the  Federal  Government  is  in  this  instance  demanded, 
not  only  by  the  highest  considerations  of  national  policy 
and  justice,  but  prompt  measures  are  essentially  neces- 
sary  to  the  collection  of  the  revenue  in  every  part  of  the 
Union  to  the  public  interest  in  every  branch  of  the  na- 
tional expenditure,  and  to  arrest,  or  at  least  to  diminish, 
the  calamitous  effects  of  the  late  conflagration  on  all  in- 
terests, and  in  every  section  of  the  countr}*. 

In  considering  what  measures  were  best  calculated  to 
moderate  the  shock  upon  the  trade,  revenue,  and  indus- 
try of  the  country,  three,  propositions  were  suggested, 
vizr  the  extension  of  the  credit  on  bonds  due  from  those 
who  have  suffered  by  the  late  fire,  three,  four,  and  five 
years — placing  the  vast  surplus  revenues  of  the  country 
where  they  may  be  more  actively  and  extensively  em- 
ployed,  in  our  cities,  in  extending  relief  to  the  embar- 
rassed  and  impoverished  debtors  of  Government,  and 
remitting  the  duty  on  all  merchandise  destroyed  in  ori- 
ginal  packages.   The  committee  submit  a  bill  embracing 
the  first  two  propositions.    The  first  provision  is  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  practice  of  Government  heretofore; 
the  second,  while  it  will  most  extensively  relieve  the 
immediate  wants  of  trade,  fnd  aid  in  reviving  the  ener- 
R»es  Qf  the  commercial  capital  of  the  Union,  cannot 
diminish  in  any  manner  the  security  of  Government,  or 
embarrass  the  operations  of  the  Treasury.     The  ques- 
tion of  remitting  duties  on  property  destroyed  was  also 
considered  by  the  committee,  but  appearing  to  require 
previous  examination  and  more  deliberation,  and  not 
wishing  to  delay  the  proposed  measures  of  relief,  it  was 
not  finally  acted  on. 

A  BILL  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by  fire  in  the  city 

of  New  York. 

Whereas  various  persons  are  indebted  to  the  United 
States  for  duties  on  merchandise,  for  which  bonds  have 
been  given,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  payable  to  the 
collector  for  the  district  of  New  York,  and  the  said  per- 
sona have  suffered  a  loss  of  .property  by  the  late  confla- 
gration at  that  place. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houae  of  BepresentO' 
tivet  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congresa  aaaem- 
hiedt  That  the  collector  of  the  port  of  New  York  be, 
snd  he  is  hereby,  authorized,  as  he  may  deem  best  cal- 
culated to  secure  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  to 
cause  to  be  extended  (with  the  assent  of  the  sureties 


thereon)  the  time  of  the  payment  of  all  bonds  heretofore 
given  for  duties  as  aforesaid,  to  periods  not  exceeding 
an  average  of  three,  four,  and  five  years;  or  to  allow 
the  said  bonds  to  be  cancelled  upon  giving  to  the  said 
collector  new  bonds,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  to  the 
satisfaction*  of  the  said  collector,  for  the  sums  of  the 
former  bonds,  respectively  payable  in  average  periods 
of  three,  four,  and  five  years,  from  and  after  the  day 
of  payment  specified  in  the  bonds  to  be  taken  up  or 
cancelled  as  aforesaid.  And  the  said  collector  is  here- 
by authorized  and  directed  to  give.up  or  cancel  all  such 
bonds  upon  the  receipt  of  others  described  in  this  act; 
which  last-mentioned  bonds  shall  be  proceeded  with, 
in  all  respects,  like  other  bonds  which  are  taken  by  col- 
lectors for  duties  due  to  the  United  States:  Provided^ 
however.  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  extend 
to  bonds  which  had  fallen  due  before  the  17th  day  of 
the  present  month. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  transfer  to  such 
banks  as  he  may  select  any  surplus  moneys  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, or  any  part  thereof,  which  may  not  be  requi- 
red for  ^  the  public  service,  and  to  permit  the  same  to 
remain  in  such  banks  for  twelve  months  from  the  pas* 
sage  of  this  act. 

After  the  reading  of  this  bill,  Mr.  CAMBRELGNG 
said  there  was  another  subject  before  the  committee 
which  was  not  definitively  acted  on,  viz:  the  remission 
of  duties  on  goods  destroyed,  which  required  more  ex- 
amination and  deliberation.  This  subject  was  brought 
before  the  committee  by  the  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  letters  from  the  collector 
of  the  port  of  New  York.  He  Would  not  detain  the 
House  by  any  remarks  on  the  subject  now,  and  merely 
remarking  that  it  was  with  infinite  regret,  for  the  cause 
of  it,  that  he  found  himself  called  upon,  as  the  first  act 
in  his  new  situation,  to  bring  in  a  bill  of  this  description, 
he  would  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House  to  take  up 
the  subject  to-morrow. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  McKEON  hoped,  he  said,  that  the  bill  would  be 
acted  on  speedily,  and  the  committee  would  soon  report 
on  the  proposition  to  remit  the  duties. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  stated,  as  the  bill  was  in  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  it 
could  be  taken  up  at  any  time  after  the  papers  were 
printed. 

SLAVERY  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  petition 
from  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Wrentham,  in 
Massachusetts,  praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the 
slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  motion  to  reject  the  petition  still  pending, 
Mr.  OWENS  rose  to  address  the  House;  but 
Mr.  PINCKNEY  expressed  a  hope  that  the  subject 
would  be  suspended,  in  order  to  present  petitions  and 
memorials. 

Mr.  OWENS  said  he  would  with  great  pleasure  ac- 
cede to  the  wish  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
if  the  matter  itself  was  not  a  matter  of  very  great  im- 
port. He  rose  for  the  purpose  of  endeavoring  to  rec- 
oncile the  conflicting  opinions  of  gentlemen  on  all  sides, 
and  to  submit  certain  propositions,  which,  he  trusted,  if 
the  House  would  accept,  would  put  to  rest  this  agitating, 
delicate,  and  dangerous  question.  It  was  useless  for 
him  to  regret  that  this  question  had  been  brought  be- 
fore the  House.  It  wasuselessto  regret  that  this  question 
had  been  the  subject  of  discussion.  The  apple  of  dis- 
cord had  been  thrown  into  the  House.  It  had  net  been 
done  by  the  South.    But  it  was  there,  and  the  House 
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must  meet  it — ^the  House  must  handle  it.  Dut  he  did 
re^et — he  deeply  deplored — the  manner  in  which  the 
debate  on  it  had  been  conducted.  It  was  not  calculated 
to  do  any  goo<],  but  was  well  calculated  to  produce  anti- 
social as  well  as  hostile  feelings.  Nor  did  he  agree 
with  some  gentlemen  in  their  remarks  that  the  South 
asked  no  aid  from  the  North.  On  the  contrary,  he 
would  say  that  the  South  did  ask  aid  from  the  North, 
and  the  North  wanted  aid  from  the  South.  Their  wants 
were  reciprocal,  and  it  was  these  wants  that  produced 
our  confederacy.  It  was  these  wants  that  had  cement- 
ed our  Union;  and  it  was  the  increase  of  these  wants 
that  would  give  perpetuity — nay,  immortality— to  it. 
The  propositions  he  wished  to  submit  to  the  House,  he 
did  trust,  and  coii6dently  believed,  the  honorable  mover 
of  the  original  proposition  would  accept  and  support, 
and  that  the  House  itself  would  give  a  warm  and  cordial 
support.  TJie  propositions  he  intended  to  submit  were 
couched  in  language  as  strong,  if  not  stronger,  than  the 
original  motion,  and  they  were  more  extended  in  their 
operation.  It  was  not  to  meet  the  question  on  this  pe- 
tition alone,  but  to  meet  the  question,  come  in  what 
shape  it  might.  It  was  to  operate  upon  all  petitions 
that  might  come  with  the  same  tendency  or  object;  nay, 
in  one  word,  it  was  to  grapple  with  the  subject  itself. 
He  perfectly  agreed  with  the'  advocates  of  the  original 
motion,  that  this  was  a  measure  that  required  a  bold,  a 
prompt,  and  decisive  expression  of  opinion  from  that 
House.  The  South  required  it;  the  country  required 
it.  It  could  not  be  blinked.  It  could  not  be  evaded  by 
legislative  finesse.  It  ought  not  to  be  eluded  by  technical 
objections.  He  therefore  reiterated  that  he  confidently 
expected  those  gentlemen,  as  lovers  of  their  country, 
and  well-wishers  of  the  peace  and  safety  of  the  land, 
would  support  his  resolution  with  warmth.  He  had, 
also,  no  doubt  that  those  gentlemen  whose  sense  of  del- 
icacy suggested  constitutional  objections  to  the  rejec- 
tion of  petitions,  would  support  the  propositions  he 
should  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  House,  because 
they  would  find  that  these  propositions  were  free  from 
that  objection.  He  admitted^  in  the  fullest  latitude, 
the  constitutional  right  to  petition,  what  was  termed  the 
sacred  right  of  petitioning,  but  he  hoped  he  might  add, 
without  offence,  that,  from  the  evidence  he  had  of  its 
abuse,  a  good  man  might  doubt  whether  the  g^od  com- 
pensated for  the  evil,  if  the  evil  were  not  temporary, 
and  the  good  permanent  and  lasting.  There  was  an- 
other class  of  individuals  to  whom  he  would  address 
himself.  It  was  those  who,  in  all  probability,  would  be 
for  the  principles  contained  in  the  petition. 

To  those  gentlemen  he  would  say,  not  assuming  the 
character  of  a  lecturer,  but  as  thtir  associate,  that  ad- 
milting  the  constitutional  right  to  act  upon  this  subject, 
which  he  denied,  he  would  tell  those  gentlemen  that 
right  was  not  an  abstract  position  and  unqualified  term; 
that,  in  the  exercise  of  every  right,  there  were  corre- 
sponding duties;  and  that  the  first  duty  of  an  American 
statesman,  of  an  American  legislator,  was  to  look  to  the 
welfare  of  the  people  and  to  the  integrity  of  the  repub- 
lic; he  would  say  to  them  that,  in  discussing  this,  or  any 
other  question  of  a  national  and  political  character,  they 
must  not  examine  it  with  the  warm  imagination  of  an 
enthusiast,  with  the  characteristic  tenderness  of  the  phil- 
anthropist, nor  with  the  cold  calculations  of  the  philoso- 
pher, but  as  statesmen,  looking  at  it  in  all  its  bearings; 
and  if  they  were  satisfied  in  their  consciences  that  it  was 
not  calculated  to  bentfit  the  republic,  they  ought  not  to 
legislate  upon  it.  If  gentlemen  would  turn  their  minds 
upon  this  subject,  he  was  satisfied  they  would  have  no 
hesitation  as  to  their  course.  If  the  propositions  he 
should  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  House  be  acce- 
ded to  by  a  triumphant  majority,  he  had  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  it  would  be  considered  by  the  country  as  the 


harbinger  of  peace,  the  rainbow  that  would  diss?;-, 
the  clouds  and  darkness  now  resting  on  the  land.  ^ 
these  views,  and  under  the  operations  of  these  feeliiic- 
he  would  move  the  House  to  lay  the  orl^nnl  propr^> 
tion  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Hm 
xoH d]  on  the  table,  together  with  every  matter  connrt- 
ed  with  it,  so  as  to  enable  him  to  submit  his  propositi^r.^ 
to  the  Hou^e. 

Mr.  OWENS  then  sent  the  following  resolations  to-} 
Chair,  which  were  read. 

Mesolveif,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  q  j^ 
tion  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Cxln*- 
bia  ought  not  to  be  entertained  by  Congress. 

Jlnd  be  it  further  rnolved,  That  in  case  any  petii'n-^ 
praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  C*>^:'^- 
bia  be  hereafter  presented,  it  is  the  deliberate  op'n  • 
of  this  House  t!iat  the  same  ought  to  be  laid  on  the  tabe 
without  reading. 

Mr.  OWENS  expressed  the  hope  that  the  resnlu* >'- 
would  be  accepted  by  the  gentleman  from  South  C^r^ 
lina,  in  lieu  of  his  motion  to  reject  the  petition. 

Mr.  HAMMOND  was  very  sorry,  he  said,  that  *": 
could  not  accept  the  proposition,  and  he  hoped  the  ger- 
tleman  from  Georgia  would  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  WISE  proposed  to  amend  the  first  resolution  V*" 
adding,  ••  because  Congress  has  no  power  to  lefrisltte  f^ 
it  under  the  constitution  of  the  United  States;"  anl '' 
amend  the  second  by  striking  out  all  after  the  vcH 
••  Heaolved,"  and  inserting,  ••  that  this  House  will  n*.: 
receive  any  future  memorials  on  that  subject;*'  add':.i^ 
that  with  these  modifications,  he  would  vote  for  the  res- 
olutions. 

Mr.  OWENS  declined  the  acceptance  of  the  aroervl- 
ments  as  modifications  of  his  resolutions. 

Mr.  PATTON  asked  what  would  be  the  consequence 
of  laying  the  motion  on  the  table?  Would  the  rev^li> 
tinns  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  then  be  in  order' 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  they  would  not.  It  would 
be  in  order  to  move  to  suspend  the  rule,  to  allow  him  to 
move  them,  or,  when  the  States  were  called  for  rcst,»lu- 
tions,  they  might  be  offered  without  suspension  of  the 
rule. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  ADAMS  rose  to  inquire  what  was  the  state 
of  this  question;  and  he  asked  from  confessed  ignorance 
of  what  the  question  was.  On  the  last  day,  when  the 
subject  was  debated,  such  a  variety  of  motions  was  fol- 
lowing each  other  in  rapid  succession,  and  apparency 
without  object  or  order,  that  he  had  entirely  lo!.t  the 
train  of  them.  A  memorial  for  the  abolition  of  slavtry 
and  the  slave  trade,  ill  the  District  of  Columbia,  was  pre- 
sented by  an  honorable  colleague  of  his,  [Mr.  Jackson,] 
who  moved  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  or  a  select  committee. 

The  SPEAKER  here  reminded  the  gentleman  that 
the  motion  before  the  House  allowed  of  no  discussion, 
and  said  he  would  state  the  question. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  if  a  similar  petition,  presented  tsy 
another  of  his  colleagues,  was  not,  on  the  same  day,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
whether  the  subject  was  not,  therefore,  actually  before 
that  committee. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative?  but  stated 
that  a  motion  to  recons'dertlie  vole  of  reference  was  pen'!- 
ing.  He  would  now  state  the  question,  for  the  inlorma- 
tion  of  the  House.  A  memorial  was  presented,  and  three 
motions  made  in  regard  to  it:  one  to  commit,  another 
to  lay  on  the  table,  and  a  third  to  reject.  The  motion 
now  before  the  House  was  io  Uy  the  petition,  and  all  the 
motions  pending  in  reference  to  it,  on  the  table. 

Tl)e  question  hting  taken  m  the  motion  to  lay  the 
petition,  and  all  the  motions  relating  to  it,  on  the  tahlr,  t 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  140,  nays  76,  as 
follows: 
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Yeas — Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Anthony,  Ashley,  Bar- 
ton,  Beale,  Bean,  Beardsley,  Beaumont,  Bockee,  Boon, 
Rovee,   Boyd,  Brown,   Buchanan,  Burns,  Cambreleng", 
Oarr,  Carter,  Casey,  George  Chambers,  Chaney,  Ch'4p- 
man,  Chapin,  Cleveland,  Coffee,  Coles,  Craijr,  Cramer, 
Ciishman,    Davis,    Deberry,    Dickerson,     Doubleday, 
I>romffoole,  Efner,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  Forester,  French, 
Fry,  William  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  James  Gurland,  Gil- 
let,  Grantland,  Graves,  Haley,  Hamer,  llannefi^n,  Har- 
cliri.  Harlan,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Albert  G.  Harrison, 
Hawkins,  Haynes,  Henderson,  Holsey,  Hopkins,  How- 
ard, Howell,  Hubley,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ingersoll, 
Iiig^ham,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jarvis,  Joseph  Jolinson,  Richard 
M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Benjamin 
Jones,  Judson,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Klingensmith,  Lnne, 
Lansinj*",   Laporte,    Gideon  Lee,   Joshua  Lee,  Thomas 
l^ee,    Leonard,    Logan,    Loyal  I,    Lucas,    Lyon,   Abijah 
AI  tnn.    Job    Mann,    Martin,   John  Y.    Mason,    William 
Mason,  Moses   Mason,  Samson   Mason,  May,  McComas, 
McKeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Mercer,  Miller,  Montgomery, 
Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Parks,  Patterson, 
Franklin  Pierce,  Phelps,  Pinckney,  Rencher,  John  Rey- 
nolds, Joseph  Reynolds,  Ripley,  Roane,  Rogers,  Schenck, 
St-ymoiir,    William   B.    Shepard,  Augustine   H.    Shep- 
p«rc],   Shinn,  Smith,  Spangler,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro, 
Taylor,    Thomas,   John    Thomson,    Toucey,    Turrill, 
Ufuierivood,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell, 
AVebster,Weeks,LewisWilliams,Sherrod  Williams— 140. 
Nats— Messrs.   Ad.ims,   Heman  Allen,    Bailey,   Bell, 
HoncI,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Brigjrji,  Bunch,  William  B.  Cal- 
houn,  Campbell,  John   Chambers,    Childs,   Claiborne, 
Clark,    Connor,   Crane,  Cashing,    Darlington,    Denny, 
Dunlap,  Evans,  Everett,  Fowler,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  Rice 
Garland,  Glascock,  Graham,  Granger,  Grayson,  Gren- 
nell.  Griffin,  Joseph  Hall,  HiUnd  Hall,  Hammond,  Hard, 
H-.trper,  Hazeltine,  Hiester,  Hoar,  Hunt,.  William  Jack- 
son, Janes,   Henry  Johnson,  Liwler,  Lawrence,   Lay, 
Luke  Lea,  Lincoln,  Love,   Maury,   McCarty,   McKay, 
McKennan,  Milligan,  Morris,  Parker,  Patton,  Dutee  J. 
Pearce,  James  A.  Pearce,  Pettigrew,   Pickens,   Potts, 
Ueed,     Robertson,    Russell,    Shields,    Slade,    Sloane, 
Sprague,  Standefer,  Storcr,  Waddy  Thompson,  White, 
Whittlesey,  Wise— 76. 

So  the  petition,  and  all  the  motions  depending  thereon, 
were  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  OWENS  moved  that  the  rules  of  the  House  be 
suspended,  in  order  to  allow  him  to  offer  the  resolutions 
he  had  already  indicated  to  the  House;  on  which  he 
asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordere^l. 

The  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the'  nega- 
tive: Yeas  100,  nays  115,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barton,  Bean,  Beardsley,  Boon,  Boyd, 
Burns,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Chaney,  Claiborne, 
Cleveland,  Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Cramer,  Cushman, 
Deberry,  Dickerson,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap, 
Farlin,  Forester,  French,  Fry,  W*.  K.  Fuller,  James 
Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Gillet,  Glascock,  Graham, 
Grantland,  -Graves,  Grayson,  Griffin,  Joseph  Hall,  Ha- 
mer, Hammond,  Hannegan,  Albert  G.  Harr^ison,  Ilaw- 
kins,  Haynes,  Holsey,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Huntington, 
Huntsman,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jarvis,  Cave  Johnson,  Hen- 
ry Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Lansing, 
Joshua  Lee,  Luke  Lea,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Abijah 
Mann,  Martin,  John  Y.  Mason,  Wdliam  M  >son,  May, 
McKay,  McKeon,  McKim,  McLenc,  Mtrcer,  Montgome- 
ry, Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Parks,  Patterson,  Patton, 
Franklin  Pierce^  James  A.  Pearce,  Pettigrew,  Pickens, 
Pinckney,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Ripley,  Roane,  Robertson, 
Rogers,  Seymour,  William  B.  Shepard,  Shields,  Storer, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  WatUly  Thompson,  Toucey,  Towns, 
TurriH,  Vanderpool,  Ward,   Weeks,  Wise— 100. 

NiT  « — Messrs.  Adamfi,  C.  Allan,  H.  Allen,  Anthony, 
AsUf)*,     Bailey,    Beale,    Beaumont,     Bell,     Bockee, 


Bond,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Bovee,  Briggs,  Brown  Bu- 
chanan, Bunch,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Carr,  Garter,  Casey, 
George  Chambers,  John  Chambers,  Chapin,  Childs, 
Clark,  Craig,  Crane,  Gushing,  Darlington,  Davis,  Den- 
ny, Evans,  Everett,  Fairfield,  Fowler,  Philo  C.  Fuller, 
Galbraith,  Granger,  Grennell,  Haley,  H.  Hall,  Hard, 
Hardin,  Harlan,  Harper,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Hazeltine, 
Henderson,  Hiester,  Hoar,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt,  In- 
gersoll,  Ingham,  W.  Jackson,  Janes,  J.  Johnson,  R.  M. 
Johnson,  Judson,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Klingensmith, 
Lane,  Laporte,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Thomas  Lee, 
Leonard,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Love,  Job  Mann,  M.  Mason, 
S.  Mason,  Maury,  McCarty,  McComas,  McKennan,  Mil- 
ler, Milligan,  Morgan,  Morris,  Parker  D.  J.  Pearce, 
Phelps,  Potts,  Reed,  Rencher,  John  Reynolds,  Russell, 
Schenck,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shinn,  Slade,  Sloane,  Smith, 
Spangler,  Spragtie,  Standefer,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro, 
J.  Thomson,  Underwood,  Wagener,  Wardwell,  Wash- 
ington, Webster,  White,  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  S. 
Williams— 115. 

So  the  House  refused  to  suspend  the  rale.  [Two 
thirds  of  the  members  present  would  have  been  neces- 
sary to  carry  that  question.] 

Mr.  PATTON  called  up  the  motion  made  by  him  on 
Friday  last,  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  the  House  by  which 
a  petition  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District, 
presented  by  a  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Brioos,]  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  tlie  District 
of  Columbia. 

The  motion  having  been  taken  up — 
Mr.  PATTON  rose  and  addressed  the  House  as  fol- 
lows: 

He  said  that  the  vote  which  had  been  just  taken 
against  suspending  the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
up  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
[Mr.  OwBHs,]  mu*tt  have  convinced  the  House,  and  es- 
pecially those  gentlemen  from  the  South  who  had  voted 
for  laying  the  former  petition  on  the  table,  inconsistent- 
ly with  their  vote  on  Friday  last  upon  the  same  propo- 
sition, of  the  futility  of  any  such  scheme  as  had  been 
proposed  for  procuring  a  direct  vote  of  the  House  upon 
the  principles  involved  in  the  petitions  that  had  been 
offered,  and  would  continue  to  be  offered,  praying  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Those 
with  whom  he  felt  and  acted  on  this  question  gave  this 
apparently  inconsistent  vote  under  the  belief  that  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  suspending  the  rules  to  take  up 
the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia.  They 
so  calculated,  and  were  deceived  or  mistaken.  I,  said 
Mr.  P.,  had  no  confidence  in  s:jcI)  calculation,  and  was 
not  mistaken.  That  vote,  said  Mr.  P.,  I  think,  has  fur- 
ther demonstrated  that  it  is  idle  to  attempt  to  avoid  this 
subject  by  any  parliamentary  manoeuvre,  and  that  the 
only  way  of  obtaining  a  direct  vote  upon  the  great  and 
interesting  questions  embraced  by  them,  is  by  making  a 
proposition  presenting  the  question  growing  out  of  the 
petitions  in  connexon  with  the  petitions  themselves. 

Mr.  Speaker,  ic  is  necessary  that  this  House  should 
be  apprized  and  fully  impressed  with  the  necessity  of 
quieting  (he  anxiety,  the  agitation,  and  the  alarm  for 
the  institutions  of  the  countr}',  which  are  abroad  in  the 
land,  and  that  as  the  means,  perhaps  the  only  means,  of 
doing  so,  it  should  meet  those  questions  directly,  and 
dispose  of  them  decisively  and  permanently.  I  am  ready 
to  meet  these  questions;  and  I  believe  I  express  the  uni- 
versal sentiment  of  the  representation  from  the  South, 
in  saying  they  are  ready  to  meet  it;  and  while  we  do 
not  desire  discussion,  and  for  one  I  will  do  nothing  to 
provoke  it,  at  the  same  time  we  will  not,  we  cannot,  we 
dare  nut,  shrink  from  it,  if  it  be  forced  upon  us  from 
other  quarters.  I  prefer  voting  upon  the  questions  at 
once,  and  without  discussion,  if  possible.  If  this  sub- 
ject must  be  discussed,  it  ouglit  to  be  discussed,  and  it 
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is  hoped  will  be  discussed,  in  the  spirit  which  ought  to 
characterize  members  of  the  same  political  family,  and 
alike  imbued  with  the  patriotic  purpose  of  rendering 
permanent  this  great  and  glorious  Union. 

Let  the  vote  referring  this  petition  be  reconsidered, 
a  reference  made  by  inadvertence,  and  then  the  petition 
will  be  open  again  for  consideration;  and,  in  connexion 
with  it,  let  the  principles  involved  in  the  petition  be 
presented  for  the  consideration  and  decision  of  the 
House  in  some  form,  which  will  show  distinctly  and  un- 
equivocally that  a  majority  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people  of  the  North,  as  well  as  of  the  South,  are  op- 
posed to  the  schemes  of  the  abolitionists,  and  also  to 
the  efforts  which  are  making  to  interfere  with  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Let  it  be 
shown,  if  it  be  so,  that  there  is  such  a  majority  opposed 
to  an  interference  with  slavery  in  this  District,  not  upon 
considerations  merely  temporary,  and  influenced  by  ex- 
isting political  circumstances,  but  upon  those  high  and 
paramount  considerations  which  belong  to  the  great 
rights  of  property,  as  well  as  individual  and  political 
safety,  which  are  connected  with  it. 

My  own  strong,  abiding,  and  confiding  opinion  is, 
that  this  Government  has  no  right  to  abolish  slavery  in 
the  District  of  Columbia.  But,  sir,  I  am  aware  of  the 
difBcuItiea  which  exist  in  the  minds  of  many  gentlemen 
from  the  North  on  this  question.  It  is,  perhaps,  rational 
that  they  should,  from  their  position,  their  habits  of 
thinking,  and  their  prejudices,  entertain  more  difficulty 
on  this  subject  than  we  do.  I  feel  every  disposition  to 
respect  their  opinions,  and  to  make  great  allowance  even 
for  their  prejudices.  Give  us,  then,  a  distinct,  unequiv- 
ocal, and  unevasive  vote  upon  the  propriety  of  interfer- 
ing with  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. Satisfy  us  that  the  House  ii^opposed  to  such  inter- 
ference upon  the  grounds  of  principle,  permanent, 
abiding,  which  reach  above,  and  go  beyond,  the  tran- 
sient and  fleeting  circumstances  of  the  hour,  and  unin- 
fluenced by  the  existing  political  contests  of  the  day. 

Do  this,  and  I  care  nothing  about  discussing  or  de- 
ciding the  constitutional  question.  I  will  not  quarrel 
about  what  will  then  be  a  mere  abstraction.  A  declara- 
tion of  the  conviction  of  the  House,  that  they  will  not, 
and  that  Congress  ought  not,  to  interfere  in  this  matter, 
now  or  hereafter,  will  satisfy  the  people  of  the  South, 
and  especially  the  States  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  who 
are  more  especially  interested  In  the  question.  It  should 
be  known,  it  is  not  disguised — it  would  be  mere  affecta- 
tion to  attempt  to  conceal  the  fact — that  there  does  exist 
in  many  parti  of  the  southern  country  a  strong  appre- 
hension, I  will  not  say  suspicion,  that  there  are  some, 
here  and  elsewhere,  who  are  indisposed  to  meet  this 
question  fairly  and  directly; 

"  That  palter  with  as  in  a  doable  sense." 

[The  Chaik  here  remarked  that  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  would  be  pleased  to  remember  that  it  was  not 
proper  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  petition  upon  the 
motion  to  reconsider.] 

Mr.  P.  resumed.  I  was  not,  Mr.  Speaker,  discussing 
the  merits  of  the  question;  and  I  am  sure  that  the  Chair, 
on  reflection,  as  well  as  the  House,  will  do  me  the  jus- 
tice to  remember  that  I  have  not  said  one  word,  in  the 
way  of  argument,  on  the  merits  of  the  question  involved 
in  the  petition.  !  am  urging  the  propriety  of  reconsid- 
eration, so  that  we  may  have  a  direct  vote  upon  these 
principles,  and,  if  need  be,  discuss  them.  I  repeat, 
then,  and  I  say  it  for  no  purpose  or  wish  to  arouse  the 
feelings,  to  influence  the  pride,  or  rouse  the  resentment 
of  any  gentleman  here,  that  there  does  exist  an  appre- 
hension that  there  are  some  who  wish  to  evade  this  ques- 
tion, and  who  seem  to  be  with  us,  wliile  they  are  in  truth 


against  us;  *Mhat  keep  the  word  of  promise  to  Ibe  s 
and  break  it  to  the  hope." 

It  is  necessary,  in  every  point  of  view,   to  Inre  a  r 
rect  vote  on  this  question.   Let  such  a  decision  be  m^ 
as  I  trust   and  am  willing  to  believe  there  will  be,  fH> 
the  votes  heretofore  taken,  and  the  present  exciter 
of  the  country  will  be  allayed.     So  far  as  this  subjfc: ; 
coAcerned,  the  South  will  repose  again  in  the  con&k:^ 
that  this  most  essential  and  vital  interest  of  tbeir^  v. 
not  be  disturbed  and  made  the  subject  oFperpetoxl  r. 
angry  conflict,     f^et  it  be  sure  that  the  eflTbrts  made  ? 
these  petitions  will  not  be  entertained  by  Congress,  !xv 
nor  hereafler,  and  you  will  at  once  calni  the  trc&b-^ 
waters  of  agitation.     Refuse  to  do  it,  and  you  iscsr  t*£ 
risk  of  aggravating  that  excitement  into  a  storm  %h:* 
may  shake  the  pillars  of  the  confederacy  to  their  Geg> 
est  foundation. 

Mr.  ADAMS  rose  and  said  he  hoped  the  motica*' 
reconsider  this  vote  would  not  prevail;  and  he  expres 
ed  this  hope  for  the  very  reason  which  the  gnentJeia: 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Pattoh]  had  assigned  for  rothtp  ♦ 
favor  of  the  motion.  It  appears  to  me  (said  Mr/i 
that  the  only  way  of  getting  this  question  firom  tberei 
of  the  House  and  of  the  nation,  is  to  dispose  of  all  pc 
I  tions  on  the  subject  in  the  same  way.  This  is  not  a  sef 
opinion;  I  assumed  this  position  in  my  very  first  acu< 
a  member  of  this  House,  from  the  very  time  when  I  ^ 
took  my  seat  as  a  member  of  the  23d  Congress,  i' 
that  time  fifteen  petitions  were  transmitted  to  me,  i£ 
from  my  own  constituents,  but  from  citiaens  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Friends  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  with  a  r^ 
Quest  that  I  would  present  theni  to  the  House.  Sir,  I 
aid  so  in  homage  to  the  sacred  right  of  petition— a  r^t 
which,  in  whatever  manner  it  may  be  treated  by  other 
members  of  this  House,  shall  never  be  treated  by  ds 
other  than  with  respect. 

But,  sir,  not  being  in  favor  of  the  object  of  the  pe> 
tions,  I  then  gave  notice  to  the  House  and  to  the  countn, 
that  upon  the  supposition  that  these  petitions  had  beef 
transmitted  to  me  under  the  expectation  that  I   should 
present  them,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  say  I  should  not  sup- 
port them.     And,  sir,  the  reason  which  1  g^ve  at  tk&t 
time  for  declining  to  support  them  was  precisely  the  same 
reason  which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  now  gire$ 
for  reconsidering  this  motion — ^namely,  to  keep  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject  out  of  the  House.     I  said,  sir, 
that  I  believed  this  discussion  would  be  altogether  un- 
profitable to  the  House  and  to  the  country ;  but»  in  def- 
erence to  the  sacred  right  of  petition,  I   moved  that 
these  fifteen  petitions,  all  of  which  were  nuroerousir 
signed,  should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  at  the  head -of  which  was,  at  that 
time,  a  distinguished  citizen  of  Virginia,  now,  I  regret 
to  say — and  the  whole  country  has  occasion  to  regret— 
no  more.     These  petitions  were  thus  referred,  and, 
afler  a  short  period  of  time,  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia  made  a  report  to  this 
House,  which  report  was  read,  and  unanimously  accept- 
ed {  and  nothing  more  has  been  heard  of  these  petitions 
from  (hat  day  to  this.    In  taking  the  course  1  then  took, 
1  was  not  sustained  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  my  own 
constituents;  there  were  many  among  them,  persons  as 
respectable. and  as  entitled  to  consideration  as  any  others, 
who  disapproved  of  the  course  I  pursued  on  that  occa- 
sion. 

Attempts  were  made  within  the  district  I  then  rep- 
resented to  get  up  meetings  of  the  people  to  instruct 
me  to  pursue  a  different  course,  or  to  multiply  petitions 
of  the  same  character.  These  eflbrts  were  continued 
during  the  whole  of  that  long  session  of  Congress;  but, 
I  am  gratified  to  add,  without  any  other  result  tlitn  thir, 
from  one  single  town  of  the  district  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  represent,  a  solitary  petition  was  forwardcl 
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:>erore  the  close  of  the  session,  with  a  request  that  I 
kvonkl  present  it  to  the  House.  Sir,  I  did  present  it, 
xnd  it  was  referred  to  the  same  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trie!  of  Columbia,  and  I  believe  nothing^  more  has  been 
licard  of  it  since.  From  the  experience  of  this  session, 
I  was  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  true  and  only  method 
of  keeping  this  subject  out  of  discussion  was,  to  take 
that  course}  to  refer  all  petitions  of  this  kind  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  some  other 
Committee  of  the  House,  to  receive  their  report,  and 
to  accept  it  unanimously.  This  does  equal  justice  to  all 
parties  in  the  country;  it  avoids  the  discussion  of  this 
af^itating  question  on  the  one  hand,  and,  on  the  other, 
it  pays  a  due  respect  to  the  right  of  the  constituent  to 
petition. 

Two  years  afterwards,  similar  petitions  were  present- 
Cfl,  and  at  that  time  an  effort  made,  without  success, 
to  do  that  which  has  now  been  done  successfully  in  one 
instance.  An  effort  was  made  to  lay  these  petitions  on 
the  table;  the  House  did  not  accede  to  the  proposition: 
they  referred  the  petitions  as  they  had  been  before  re- 
ferred, and  with  the  same  result.  For,  from  the  mo- 
iTient  that  these  petitions  are  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  23istrict  of  Columbia,  they  go  to  the  family  vault 
■*  of  all  the  Capulets,"  and  you  will  never  hear  of  thero 
afterwards. 

At  the  first  session  of  the  la'^t  Congress,  a  gentleman 
from  the  State  of  New  York,  a  distinguished  member 
*if  this  House,  now  no  longer  here,  which  I  regret  to 
say,  although  I  do  not  doubt  that  his  place  is  well  sup- 
plied, presented  one  or  more  petitions  to  this  effect,  and 
delivered  a  long  and  eloquent  speech  of  two  hours  in 
support  of  them.     And  what  was  the  result  f    He  was 
not  answered:  not  a  word  was  said,  but  the  vote  of  the 
House  was  taken;  the  petitions  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District,  and  we  have  heard  nothing 
more  of  them  since.     At  the  iame  session,  or  probably 
at  (he  very  last  session,  a  distinguished   member  of  this 
House,  from   the  State  of  Connecticut,   presented  one 
or  more^  petitions  to  the   same  effect,  and   declared  in 
l»is  place  that  he  himself  concurred  in  all  the  opinions 
expressed.     U>d  this  declaration   light  up  the  flame  of 
discord  in  this  House?     Sir,  he  was  heard  with  patience 
and  complacency.     He  moved  the  reference  of  the  pe- 
titions to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  there  they  went  to  sleep  the  sleep  of  death.     Mr. 
Adams,  speaking  from  recollection,  was  [the  Reporter 
IS  requested  by  him  to  state]  mistaken  with   respect  to 
the  reference  of  the  petitions  presented  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress  to  the  committee.     They   were  then 
for  the  first  time  laid  on  the  table,  as  was  the  motion  to 
print  one  of  them.     At  the  preceding  session  of  the  last 
Congress,  as  at  all  former  timed,  all  such  petitions  had 
been  referred  to  committees  and  printed  when  so  desired. 
Why  not  adopt  the  same  course  now?     Here  is  a  peti- 
tion which  has  been  already  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia.     Leave  it  there,  and,  my 
word  for  it,  sir,  you  will  have  just  such  a  result  as  has 
taken  place  time  after  time  before.    Your  Committee 
on  the  District  certainly  is  not  an  abolition  committee. 
You  will  have  a  fit,  proper,  and  able  report  from  them; 
the  House,  aub  ailentiot  will  adopt  it,  and  you  will  hear 
no  more  about  it.     But  if  you  are  to  reconsider  the  vote, 
and  to  lay  these  petitions  on  the  table;  if  you  come  to 
the  resolution  that  this  House  will  not  receive  any  more 
petitions,   what  will  be  the  consec|uence?    In  a  large 
portion  of  this  country  every  individual  member  who 
votes  with  you  will  be  lefl  at  home  at  the  next  election, 
and  some  one  will  be  sent  who  is  not  prepared  to  lay 
~   these  petitions  on  the  table. 

What  will  be  the  next  consequence?  Sir,  you  will 
have  discussion;  and,  to  my  regret  I  say  it,  discussion 
has  been  called  for  and  challenged  upon  this  floor.     It 
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has  been  challenged.  And  what  will  the  discussion 
amount  to?  A  discussion  upon  the  merits  of  slavery. 
Sir,  on  such  a  discussion  eveiy  speech  made  by  a  Repre- 
sentative from  the  north  of  Mason  and  Dixon^s  line,  in 
this  House,  will  be  an  incendiary  pamphlet,  and  what 
will  you  do  with  them?  The  speeches  of  my  colleagues, 
probably  of  myself,  will  be  incendiary;  because,  if  dis- 
cussion is  thrust  upon  us,  I  doubt  not  I  might  make  a 
speech  as  incendiary  as  any  pamphlet  upon  which  such 
torrents  of  denunciation  have  been  poured  upon  us.  If 
I  were  capable  of  the  craven  and  recreant  spirit  of 
shrinking  from  expressing,  not  probably  bo  much  my 
own  sentiments  as  those  of  my  constituentir,  I  should  go 
home  to  their  scorn,  and  they  would  send  here  a  man 
who  would  represent  them  more  faithfully. 

Well,  sir,  what  becomes  of  these  incendiary  pam- 
phlets, the  speeches  in  this  House,  if  they  go  to  the 
public?  What  will  be  done  with  them  by  the  public 
press?  The  newspapers  report  these  speeches;  every 
speech  is  circulated  through  your  whole  country;  and 
how  can  you  arrest  it?  Will  you  introduce  a  resolution 
that  members  of  this  House  shall  not  speak  a  word  in 
derogation  of  the  sublime  merits  of  slavery  ^  You  must 
have  a  resolution  of  this  kind,  to  follow  the  one  laid 
upon  your  table  this  morning — a  resolution  that  no 
member  of  this  House  shall  dare  to  utter  an  incendiary 
sentiment!  And  what  is  that  incendiary  sentiment? 
Why,  it  is,  in  substance,  the  contents  of  these  pam- 
phlets. Well,  sir,  you  begin  with  suppressing  the  right 
of  petition;  you  must  next  suppress  the  right  of  speech 
in  this  Housei  for  you  must  offer  a  resolution  that  every 
member  who  dares  to  express  a  sentiment  of  this  kind 
shall  be  expelled,  or  that  the  speeches  shall  not  go  forth 
to  the  public — shall  not  be  circulated.  What  will  be  the 
consequence  then?  You  suppress  the  right  of  petition; 
you  suppress  the  freedom  of  speech;  the  freedom  of 
the  press,  and  the  freedom  of  religion;  for,  in  the  minds 
of  many  worthy,  honest,  and  honorable  men,  fanatics, 
if  you  please  so  to  call  them,  this  is  a  religious  question, 
in  which  they  act  under  what  they  believe  to  be  a  sense 
of  duty  to  their  God;  and,  however  erroneous  may  be 
their  conclusions,  it  is  not  for  me,  nor  for  this  House,  to 
judge  them.  Therefore,  sir,  in  deference  to  what  has 
been  heretofore  the  usage  of  this  House,  in  deference 
to  the  respect  which  is  due  to  the  right  of  petition, 
and  the  respect  which  is  due  to  the  right  of  freedom  of 
speech,  freedom  of  the  press,  and  freedom  of  religion, 
I  hope  that  this  petition  will  be  left  where  it  has  been 
placed  by  the  House,  in  the  possession  of  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  that  we  shall  hear  no 
more  about  it. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  said  he  had  for  many  sufficient 
.reasons  for  a  long  time  entertained  the  most  profound 
respect  for  the  gentleman  last  up,  [Mr.  Adams,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts,] and  for  no  one  thing  more  than  for  what  he 
had  always  been  informed  and  believed  in  relation  to 
this  same  subject,  now  before  the  House.  He  had  been 
informed  by  his  predecessor,  [Mr.  Randolph],  of  whom 
the  world  knew  far  more  than  be  could  tell  them,  that 
the  gentleman  had  at  all  times  paid  the  most  delicate 
and  tender  regard  to  our  rights  and  our  interest,  as  well 
as  our  feeling^,  upon  this  subject.  He  had  ever  rennark- 
ed  the  same  sacred  and  inviolate  regard  paid  to  it  by 
him  since  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  on  this 
floor.  He  would  be  obliged  to  depart  from  him  a  little 
on  this  occassion,  not  so  much  that  he  had  an  objection  of 
himself  to  referring  the  subject-matter  to  the  committee, 
were  there  nothing  in  the  petition  but  a  naked  request 
that  we  should  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, as  on  account  of  certain  other  matter  that  is  in  it. 
He  had  on  another  day  expressed  bis  willingness  to 
meet  the  question  flatly,  and  that  his  constituents  should 
know  all  he  knew  in  relation  to  it;  but  in  deference  to 
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hts  brethren  from  the  South— a  deference  he  had  alwayi 
felt,  and  would  feel,  and  would  act  under,  in  some  ffood 
degree,  he  had  not  insisted,  both  sessions  he  had  had  the 
honor  of  a  seat  in  that  House,  on  coming^  directly  to  the 
question,  and  putting  the  South  in  possession  of  all  that 
was  contained  in  those  petitions. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  did  not  know  how  the  House  could 
get  at  the  contents  of  a  petition  without  reading  it,  and 
if  all  the  South  would  accord  with  him,  and  could  see  as 
he  did,  were  one  of  the  petitions  presented  with  nothing 
but  the  petition — nothing  insulting  to  the  South— he 
would  be  willing  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  of  which  he  had  the  honor  to  be  a 
member.  But,  while  the  preamble  contained  slurs  on 
the  South,  he  never  could  again,  he  trusted,  sit  patient- 
ly and  hear  abuse  of  his  constituents,  direct  or  indirect, 
referred  to  a  committee  of  that  House  for  consideration. 
He  would  ask  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  if  there 
was  any  thing  abusive  in  the  petitions  referred  to  the 
committee  and  reported  on?  If  he  heard  the  petition 
read  rightly,  there  were  many  disrespectful  slurs  thrown 
over  the  people  of  the  South. 

Mr.  Bmiees  said  he  thought  it  likely  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  labored  undef  a  mistake;  and  if  he  would 
yield  the  floor  for  a  few  moments,  for  the  petition  was 
very  short,  Mr.  B.  would  ask  the  House  to  have  it  read, 
which  had  not  been  done  at  the  time  of  its  presentation. 

Mr.  BouLDiN  had  understood,  he  said,  that  they 
were  all  from  one  printed  copy,  and  took  it  for  granted 
itjvas  word  for  word  with  the  one  that  had,  in  some 
sort,  been  under  debate.  He  would,  then,  rather  hear 
it  read. 

The  petition  was  then  read  by  Uie  Clerk. 

Mr.  B.  continued.  He  was  pleased  to  find  it  not  as 
bad  by  any  means  as  the  other.  Yet  it  contained  nearly 
the  same  in  substance.  All  that  was  contained  in  this 
petition  in  relation  to  trading  in  human  flesh,  applied  to 
this  District,  applied  also  with  equal  force  to  Virginis. 
All  these  petitions  took  a  swaggering  stand  over  the 
South,  and  proposed  a  kind  of  guardianship  over  their 
morals,  and  were  dreadfully  afraid  that  holding  negroes 
had  made  us  vastly  corrupt,  and  would  make  us  more 
so.  Let  him  that  is  without  fault  cast  the  ftrst  stone. 
*<  We  thank  God  that  we  are  not  as  other  men,  whore- 
mongers and  adulterers."  This  was  the  language  of 
these  petitions,  all  of  them.  They  might  and  did  have 
a  little  thin  gauze  over  them,  such  as  this:  They  did 
not  presume  to  dictate  to  the  South — they  did  not  mean 
to  disparage  their  sister  States,  or  dictate  to  them.  But 
the  acts  they  do  are  such  as  to  call  down  the  vengeance 
of  Heaven  upon  them.  Comparisons  were  drawn,  ex- 
press or  implied.  He  had  no  idea  of  imitating  these 
petitioners,  and  swaggering  over  the  North;  but  who 
first  made  traffic  of  human  flesh,  and  made  profit  by 
bringing  the  negroes  here?  and'who  expects  to  be  paid 
for  carrying  them  back?  Now,  both  have  a  name  over 
the  Atlantic,  where  we  are  known  only  by  character. 
Did  these  petitioners  ever  hear  of  a  man's  suffering 
merely  by  its  being  made  known  that  he  came  from  a 
State  in  this  Union  south  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line? 
Did  any  man  ever  hear  or  know  of  a  nation  of  people  on 
any  side  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line  tliat  stood  higher 
for  any  of  the  cardinal  virtues — honor,  truth,  justice, 
and  charity,  gentleness  of  heart,  and  honesty?  Was  it 
thought  that  we  would  suffer  by  a  comparison  with  the 
petitioners? 

The  ladies,  too,  had  petitioned.  God  forbid  that  a 
word  of  disrespect  should  escape  him  in  relation  to  the 
ladies  in  any  quarter  of  the  world.  Let  him  at  all  times 
be  sensible  of  the  deference  and  devotion  tha)  was  at 
all  times  under  all  circumstances  due  to  them.  But  let 
no  one  from  any  quarter  think  it  necessary  to  petition 
Congress  to  preserve  the  ladies  of  the  South  from  cor* 


ruption.      He  would   draw  no  compftriaons 
ladies,  neither  was  there  any  thing  to  compare  to  rV* 
but  he  would  beseech  these  fair  petitioners  to  r 
themselves  no  further  trouble  about  the  Ift^es  of  u- 
South.     They  were  in  no  danger  of  contasBtstari 
Could  they  suffer  by  comparison  with  the  Ittir  i^  &- 
part  of  the  world,  in  any  quality  that  could  ado-r  r 
ornament  the  sex,  or  render  it  lovely  ?     It  vas  »  es* 
hypothesis  that  negro  slavery  had  comi|>ted  the  per^' 
the  fact  was  not  so.     It  was  true,  as  the  gentlemat:  f-rc 
Massachusetts  had  said,  that  a  gentleman,  last  seia* 
had  made  a  long  and  eloquent  speech,  and  when  be  c 
eluded,  nothing  was  said,  and  the  petition  was  lak?  - 
the  table,  where  it  has  slept  the  sleep  of  death. 

It  is  true,  as  the  gentleman  sajrs,  that  the  peOtkH** ' 
last  session  upon  the  same  subject,  hare  all  met  the  a?*  i 
fiitc.    But  since  that  time  there  bad  been  a  ^reat  cbrr  ] 
in  things.     Shall  we  stand  here,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  af^a-f 
that  has  passed  during  the  summer,  and  hear  and  rec;  - 
abusive  petitions  on  abolition — patiently,  too'     Uesv 
surprised  to  hear  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [^ 
Ahaxs]  say,  that  the  speecties  of  himself  and  tboee ' 
his  colleagues  might,  and  probably  would  he,  if  ^v^ 
much  further  on  this  subject,  as  incendiary  as  vs,j  ^ 
those  pamphlets,  and  he  had  not  thought  it;  and  if  a.-* 
were  their  feelings,  he  would  prefer  they  ahookl  cf-r 
out.     But  he  was  sure  the  gentleman  did  not  ente^* 
feelings  and  objects  as  incendiary  as  many  express  J  - 
those  pamphlets.     He  was  sure  the  gentle naan  haJ  ts 
taken  the  trouble  to  read  some  that  he  (Mr.  B.}  had  ^ 
Did  he  know  that  they  contained  propoattionii,  with  k 
tions  according  with  them,  that  would  freeze  the  hW- 
with  horror  to  witness  if  put  into  execution,  that  coa^ 
never  be  thought  of  without  shuddering,  hy  any  ma: 
who  felt  for  his  wife,  his  children,  his  friend^  lits  ne-^ 
bors,  or  bis  country.     He  knew  the  gentleman  entVr 
tained  no  such  objects  or  feelings  towards  os,  and  U'- 
bored  no  such  designs  against  us. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  B.  said  that  he  would  vote  for  tt: 
reconsideration;  and  if  a  petition  came  on  without  ut 
offensive  language  attached  to  it,  and  his  brethren  aE. 
colleagues  from  the  South  should  agree  with  him,  he 
would  have  no  particular  objection  to  liave  it  referrtf; 
and  a  direct  answer  given. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  South  Carolina,  said  the  ger 
tleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Glascock]  bad  congratuUteu 
the  House  and  the  country  upon  the  tone  and  language 
of  the  gentlemen  from  the  non-slavehoMing  States  vk 
had  taken  part  in  this  debate.  1  (said  Mr.  T.)TerT 
heartily  concurred  in  that  cong^tulation.  1  am  not  dis- 
posed to  look  for  sinister  and  bad  motives  where  tboae 
which  are  direct  and  honorable  are  avowed.  I  omst. 
for  the  present  at  least,  take  it  for  granted  that  gentle- 
men mean  what  they  say.  I  will  not  drive  off  those  vbo 
may  be  our  friends  by  prematurely  suspecting  or  de- 
nouncing them.  But  I  must  say  that  the  course  of  soiae 
gentlemen  to-day  has  been  welt  calculated  to  Impair  thtt 
confidence,  and  to  justify  suspicions  then  expressed  by 
some  of  my  friends.  Of  one  thing  I  assure  gnntlemen« 
that,  with  all  the  mtnoeuvring  of  parliamentary,  kt  iim 
add  of  party,  tactics,  that  they  shall  not  elude  a  direct 
issue  upon  this  question—an  issue  that  will  have  to  be 
met  with  masks  off.  And  then,  sir,  either  my  confidence 
in  gentlemen  or  the  suspicions  of  my  friends  will  be  jus- 
tified. 

But,  sir,  if  I  was  sat'isfied  with  the  language  of  tbe 
non-slaveholding  gentlemen,  I  was  rejoiced,  in  my  hesrt 
was  I  glad,  to  listen  to  the  manly  and  decided  langvs^ 
of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia.  It  gave  me  aaiunnce 
that,  on  this  Question,  if  no  other,  there  will  be  a  tho- 
rough union  ot  the  whole  South,  in  council  and  in  net  ion, 
if  need  be,  on  this  great  and  absorbing  question.  Ye*, 
sir,  this  absorbing  question^  by  whose  salutary  warmih, 
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'«  heat,  ir  you  please,  ttie  pestilent  Tapora  of  party 
r-i  fe  and  personal  faotion  will  be  taken  np.  The  ques- 
sra  before  the  House  is,  will  it  reconsider  a  vote  here- 
fore  inadvertently  given  (as  is  admitted  on  all  hands) 

I  the  reference  of  a  petition^  A  vote  on  a  kindred 
slition  has  just  been  taken,  and  gentlen^n  all  around 
^  exclaim  they  were  tricked,  they  were  entrapped. 
<^s,  sir,  such  is  the  language  of  a  distinguished  gentle* 
tskwi  from  Virginia,  with  whom  I  find  myself  acting  on 
kis  question;  but  wilh  whom,  in  all  human  probability, 
sTiall  find  myself  acting  on  no  other.  And,  sir,  let  me 
tie.  if  the  majority  desire  to  avail  themselves  of  a  vote 
lus  obtained^  I  know  not  the  feelings  of  this  body,  but, 
swarding  it  as  a  body  of  gentlemen,  I  am  almost  afraid 
r  giving  offence  by  asking  the  question.     Those  with 

liom  1  act  here,  sir,  and  with  wliom  1  have  acted  in 
mes  which  are  past,  and  in  a  crisis,  every  thing  of  which 

siin  willing  should  be  forgotten,  but  the  great  principles 
fliich  were  asserted,  a  band  of  patriots  whose  party 
a  me  is  the  only  epitaph  I  desire  upon  my  tomb,  have 
"Oen  charged  with  getting  up  this  discussion  for  party 
ur poses.     It  is  untrue.     No,  sir,  we  not  only  will  not 

II  rselves,  nor  will  we  aHow  others  to  touch  this  vital 
acl  delicate  question  for  any  such  purpose.  On  this 
iibject,  hands  off  is  the  word.  Thus  far  may  you  go, 
ml  no  iarcher.  Let  gentlemen  here  and  elsewhere  go 
>n  in  their  petty  intrigues,  their  degrading  scramble  for 
he  offices,  the  honors  of  this  Government — but  there  is 
>ne  interest  which  must  not  be.  involved,  and  it  is  this. 

As  to  discussing  this  subject  before  any  human  tribu- 
nal, I  will  not.     I  will  not  condescend  to  vindicate  to 
this  House  or  elsewhere,  this  or  any  other  of  our  do- 
mestic institutions.     It  is  no  aflfair  of  yourst  you  have 
no   right  to  touch  it,  still  less  to  demand  a  reason 
of  us  for  its  continuance.    The  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire^  [Mr.  Piiuck,]  and  I  must  say  that  his  voice 
sounded  in  my  ear  as  the  voice  of  a  friend,  said  that  we 
of  the  South  could  not  know  the  state  of  things  at  the 
N  orth{  that  in  his  district  there  was  not  one  abolitionist 
in  five  hundred.    If  I  did  not  know  it  before,  1  do  now, 
Bia*,  because  he  has  said  so.     Let  me-  say,  in  my  turn, 
tl»at  he  does  not  know  the  state  of  feeling  at  the  South, 
and  I  do,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  all  my  responsibilities, 
declare  that  in  my  opinion  nothing  will  satisfy  the  exci- 
ted, the  almost  frenzied  South,  but  an  indignant  rejec- 
tion of  these  petitions;  such  a  rejection  as  will,  at  the 
same  time  that  it  respects  the  right  of  petitioning,  ex- 
l>ress  the  predtlerminatton,  the  foregone  conclusion,  of 
the  House  on  the  subject— a  rejection,  sir,  that  will  sat- 
isfy the  South,  and  serve  ss  an  indignant  rebuke  to  the 
fanatics  of  the  North.  But  weare  told  that  such  a  course, 
whilst  it  would  satisfy  the  South,  would  offend  the  peo- 
pie  of  the  North.     How  so,  sir?    I  had  thought  that  it 
was  the  South  that  was  interfered  with,  the  South  that 
was  injured,  that  it  was  the  South  that  was  to  be  satis- 
fied.   Who  is  it  at  the  North  that  we  are  to  conciliate.' 
I'he  fanatics?    Fanatics,  did  I  say,  sir?    Never  before 
was  so  vile  a  band  dignified  with  that  name.     They  are 
murderers,  foul  murderers,  accessaries  before  the  fact, 
and  they  know  it,  of  murder,  robbery»  rape,  infanticide. 
Sir,  this  question  must  be  settled;  if  I  may  so  speak,  it 
must  be  killed}  a  just  regard  to  the  rights  and  feelings 
of  the  South,  to  the  peace  and  harmony  of  this  great 
republic,  the  permanency  of  our  institutions,  demand  it; 
in  short,  sir,  every  consideration  which  can  address  itself 
to  a  patriot  demands  it.   Yes,  sir,  in  the  presence  of  the 
armed  monarchies  of  Europe,  with  all  the  powerful  ele- 
ments both  on  this  and  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic, 
already  in  incipient  commotion,  already  rumbling  in  their 
deep  crater,  he  is  wilfully  blind  who  does  not  see  that 
the  time  is  not  distant  when  union,  concert,  all  the  pa- 
triotism, all  the  virtue,  all  the  wisdom  of  our  whole  coun- 
try, will  be  demanded.    Shall  we,  sir,  continue  to  stir 


this  most  prolific  source  of  discord,  ay  of  hatred,  or  shall 
we  settle  it,  and  forever? 

Mr.  Speaker,  there  are  very  few  things  which  my 
constituents  could  ask  of  me  that  I  would  not  do.  But, 
sir,  if  these  insulting  petitions — insulting  alike  to  them 
and  to  me — are  continually  to  be  read  here;  it  I  am  to 
be  told  that  my  constituents  are  land-pirates,  cruel,  inhu- 
man, avariciouf^yes,  sir,  avaricious— (some  of  these 
adjectives^  considering  the  geography  of  these  petitions, 
are  badly  chosen;)  if,  I  repeat,  my  constituents  are  to 
be  here  calumniated  and  insulted,  they  must  ftbt  some 
other  proxy  than  myself  to  receive  these  insults.  Sir, 
the  people  of  the  universal  South  have  for  years  regard- 
ed this  question  of  emancipation  in  this  District  as  iden- 
tical with  a  proposition  to  emancipate  the  slaves  of  the 
whole  South,  and  no  human  power  can  chang^  that 
opinion;  and,  sir,  let  me  ask  if  that  is  not  the  view  of 
these  petitioners  themselves?  What  is  their  language? 
'*  That  slavery"  causes  our  nation  to  be  regarded  by 
the  world  as  cruel,  avaricious,  inhuman.  Will  abolition 
in  this  District  remove  that  impression  whilst  slavery 
exists  in  the  whole  South?  Why  no,  sir;  and  they  well 
know  it.  They  mean  more.  Would  a  direct  proposition 
to  emancipate  the  slaves  of  the  South  be  entertained  here 
one  moment?  Dare  this  House  do  it?  Dare  it  do  it,  I 
say;  for  I  am  sure  it  would  not  dare  to  do  an  act  which 
might  produce  calamities  so  terrible  to  us  all.  And  yet, 
sir,  this  proposition,  which  both  sides  regard  as  identi- 
cal, is  to  be  treated  with  all  due  courtesy,  lest  you  of- 
fend that  very  worthy  band  of  gentlemen,  the  fanatics 
of  the  North,  a  most  notable  set  of  philanthropists,  who 
seek  to  place  the  black  race  in  a  worse  condition  than 
they  now  are,  and  that  such  would  be  the  result,  they 
have  the  daily  evidence  before  their  eyes,  by  the  mas- 
sacre of  the  whites  of  the  whole  South.  I  tell  gentle- 
men that  they  are  walking  in  a  magazine  with  a  lighted 
torch  in  their  hands.  Gentlemen  may  not  be  aware 
that,  while  they  are  indulging  in  very  poor  sarcasms  ««on 
the  sublime  beauties"  of  slavery,  they  are  not,  I  nm  sure 
they  are  not,  aware  of  the  true  situation  of  the  country 
as  to  this  most  delicate  and  dangerous  subject.  Yes, 
sir,  whilst  gentlemen  are  indulging  here  or  elsewhere  a 
sickly  philanthropy,  and  shedding,  or  causing  to  be 
shed,  crocodile  tears  over  the  condition  of  the  pour 
African,  they  must  cause  tears  to  flow  of  a  very  difler- 
ent  kind,  such  tears  as  were  shed  at  Southamption. 
This,  sir,  is  all  that  they  can  do.  As  to  any  effort  now 
or  ever  to  accomplish  their  purposes,  no  one  man  at 
the  South  has  any  fears.  No,  sir,  thank  God,  on  this 
subject  we  are  united,  and  our  position  is  one  of  securi- 
ty, of  impregnable  safety.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  should  be 
an  unworthy  representative  of  the  people  who  have 
honored  me  with  their  confidence,  if  I  could  so  far  for- 
get what  was  due  to  myself  and  to  this  House,  as  to  in- 
dulge in  the  language  of  menace,  but  still  more  unwor- 
thy if  I  were  to  palter  with  this  great  subject.  I  can- 
not, sir,  mollify  with  aphrase.  I  have  not  obtained  my 
seat  here  by  prating  about  this  glorious  Union.  I  will 
only  now  say  that  I  have  a  profound,  I  hope  a  wise,  but 
by  no  means  a  fanatical,  attachment  to  it.  There  are 
things  which  I  value  more,  and  I  tell  gentlemen,  in  all 
candor  and  good  feeling,  that,  if  the  people  of  any  por- 
tion of  this  country  regard  slavery  as  a  national  disgrace, 
they  must  make  up  their  minds  whether  the  advanta^s 
of  a  union  with  us  are  worth  the  disgrace,  if  any  thing 
be  the  price  to  honorable  men  of  dishonor;  or,  sir,  they 
must  cut  the  cord  that  unites  and  be  T>fi*;  and  God  speed 
them,  however  much  I  should  deplore  tiie  event  under 
any  other  circumstances. 

The  ver>'  distinguished  member  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  AoAMs]  has  stated  some  appalling  facts  in  a  speech, 
sir,  to  which  I  must  apply,  with  some  change  of  the 
order,  a  very  pointed   remark,  as  his  remarks  always 
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are  pn'mted,  made  by  that  gentlemiiii  on  the  messai^e  of 
the  President  at  the  last  setsion,  that,  whatever  tlie 
world  may  think  of  its  spirit,  there  can  be  but  one  opin- 
ion of  its  prudence.  He  says,  sir,  that,  if  this  matter  is 
forced  upon  the  House,  the  speeches  of  every  member 
north  of  Mason  and  Dickson's  line,  will  be  an  incendiary 
pamphlet.  1  trust  not,  sir.  1  can  but  hope  that  gen- 
tleman  is  mistaken.  That  venerable  gentleman  has 
been  so  long,  and,  in  some  instances,  so  furtunate  for 
his  country,  m  the  public  service,  that  much  of  the  his- 
tory of  his  life  is  known  to  us  all;  and,  sir,  we  certainly 
have  a  very  striking  instance  about  the  period  of  1808 
of  a  very  acute  and  very  accurate  perception  of  the 
state  of  public  opinion,  and  to  what  point  it  was  tending; 
but,  sir,  (and  1  would  not  for  the  world  recall  to  that 
distinguished  gentleman  an  unpleasant  reminiscence, ) 
we  had  about  this  time  last  year  an  equally  signal  in- 
stance of  a  mistake  as  to  the  sentiments  of  his  own  con- 
stituents upon  the  subject  of  the  French  war  I  will  not 
say  a  mistake  whicii  he  may  have  had  occasion  to  regret, 
but  it  was  certainly  one  which  forced  upon  him  the  ex- 
tremity of  having  to  demonstrate  that  a  spade  was  not 
a  spade. 

I  hope  that  the  gentleman  is  again,  as  last  year,  mis- 
taken as  to  the  public  sentiment  of  the  North.  But.  sir, 
be  he  right  or  wrong,  the  South  demands  to  know  the 
truth,  and  if  I  had  not  been  so  resolved  before  that 
speech  was  made,  to  bring  gentlemen  to  the  experimm- 
turn  crriot— the  test  of  a  vote— I  am  now. 

One  word  in  conclusion;  and,  sir,  it  is  from  one  who, 
however  obscure,  was  not  the  least  ardent  in  the  late 
happily  ended  struggle  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina. 
I  assure  this  House,  and  proclaim  from  my  place  here 
to  the  country,  that  there  is  not  now  one  remnant  of 
unkind  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  that  State  to 
any  other  section.  *  *The  winter  of  our  discontent"  is  gone, 
and  I  bear  the  most  willing  testimony  to  the  balmy  in- 
fluence of  the  popular  meetings  at  the  North  upon  our 
irritated  community.  It  may  be  in  God's  good  provi- 
dence— a  providence  always  good,  of\en  inscrutable — 
that,  however  vile  may  have  been  the  instruments  used 
in  causing  this  excitement,  it  may  end  in  the  cor- 
dial, the  aflfectionate  union  of  all  actions.  Improve  the 
opportunity.  The  action  of  this  House  may  g^  forth 
into  the  South  with  healing  on  its  wings,  or,  sir,  it  may, 
to  use  the  eloquent  language  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  Wise,]  be  the  signal  to  rally  the  clan.  The 
ties  that  bind  us  together,  and  I  thank  God  for  it,  are 
many  and  powerful:  the  silver  bond  of  interest;  but 
that  interest  must  be  mutual;  the  silken  cord  of  affec- 
tion, the  most  powerful  of  all — or  the  iron  chain  of  des- 
potism— but  let  me  tell  you,  sir,  that  every  link  of  that 
chain  will  be  blood  stained. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Pennsylvania,  said,  the  question  is 
upon  the  reconsideration  of  a  vote  which  was  taken  by 
the  House  on  Saturday  last,  and  then  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative, to  refer  a  petition  for  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  to  the  Committee  upon  the 
District.  It  is  with  reluctance,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  1  feel 
myself  constrained  to  trespass  for  a  moment  upon  the  pa- 
tience of  the  House,  in  offering  my  reasons  for  the  vote 
which  1  shall  give.  I  should  not  do  it  now,  if  I  did  not 
feel  reminded  of  my  duty,  by  a  remark  which  inciden- 
tally fell  from  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Adams]  this  morning,'  that  some  years  ago  it 
had  devolved  upon  him  to  present  a  number  of  petitions 
upon  this  subject,  from  the  Society  of  Friends  in  the 
State  of  Pensylvania,  many  members  of  which  Society  I 
have  the  honor  of  representing  upon  this  floor;  and  I  may 
be  permitted  to  take  the  occasion  to  say,  although  this 
is  not  the  time  nor  the  place  to  pass  a  euloglum,  that 
they  are  as  respectable,  as  honorable,  and  as  intelligent, 
as  any  other  portion  of  the  community.     Sir,  for  the 


ssme  reasons  which  I  understood  to  actuate  the  iuHK^nk 
ble  gentleman  from  Matsachusetta,  and   the  honon:..' 
gentleman  from  Virgpnia,  who  sits  near  m^,  althoui^tKe* 
views  of  the  means  to  attain  this  object  are  dilTrreri*,  * 
wit:  to  give  quiet  and  repose  to  tliis  agttatifi^  quetf  i<x>. 
shall  vote  against  the  reconsideration.     I  hold  it  to  Se 
important,  that  we  should  meet  this  question  in  »!. 
bearing^;  that  a  reference  should  be  niade  of  these  r.  • 
mortals  to  a  committee,  who  would  give  it  a  calic,  cc- 
passionate,   and  temperate  connderation;    present  i> 
facts  of  the  case  to  this  House  and  to  the  country;  ^'-- 
let  it  be  finally  acted  upon  as  other  petitions  are,  \u 
we  and  the  country  may  arrive  at  a  safe  and  aatUfacto  • 
conclusion  upon  it.     Sir,  it  is  to  appease  and  assuage  ib: 
troubled  waters  that  have  been  moving*  upon  iht«  i\\^ 
tion,  that  I  am  in  favor  of  a  reference,  in  order  that  U;«r; 
may  be  a  report  upon  it  by  the  committee.      It  has  htf 
stated  that  there  are  matters  of  deep  and  vita)  \m^/ 
tance  involved  in  the  decision  of  this  absorbing  qucst?-- 
mattcrs  affecting  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  hn^' 
has  been  stated,  that  there  are  vested  rig-hts  of  pro^r 
ty,  which  rights  are  guarantied  to  the  people  of  the  D>«- 
trict,   of  which  we  could  not  constitutlonaHy  deprt«? 
them.     And  upon  this  part  of  the  inquiry ,  there  w«  >t 
attempt  made  by  a  gentleman,  two  or  three  days  ag&.  'i^ 
refer  to  and  read  the  ordinance  or  act  of  cesa^o  c4  i 
part  of  this  District;  but  in  the  then  pendinf^  que>!j» '. 
it  was  pronoui>ced  not  to  be  in  order  to  go  into  ft' 
merits  of  the  inquiry.    I  hold  it  to  be  pertinent  m»A  im- 
portant that  the  relative  position  in  which  the  mait<' 
and  the  slave  stand  towards  each  other  in  this  Distncf. 
upon  legal  and  constitutional  pnnciple9«  should  be  m^ 
known  to  the  community.     But,  sirf  there  is  aiiotti«r 
view  of  this  interesting  subject,  which  merits  the  re»peci 
of  a  reference  and  the  attention  of  a  committee.     11« 
consideration  of  the  expediency  of  agitating  the  subj^ 
at  this  time;  the  propriety  of  changing  the  laws  of  ilu< 
District  with  reference  to  the  inhabitants  and  the  st]^ 
rounding  States,  are  matters  which  are  presented  befure 
us,  and  the  sense  and  justice  of  Congress  are  sppesM 
to  on  that  ground.     It  is  urged  upon  us,  and  yet  vtih- 
out  the  opportunity  of  accompanying  the  appeal  by  \\a 
alleged  reasons,  that  Congress  should  refrain  from  stir- 
ring  this  subject.     Is  it   not  important,  sir,  that  the  ar- 
guments on  both  sides,  and  on  all  sides,  of  this  questioi\ 
should  be  set   forth,  that  the  people  may  be  infomi- 
ed,  and  that  they  may  judge  for  themselves^     It  is 
I  take  it,   of  the  highest  importance  to  the  people 
both  of  the  North  and  the  South,  that  this  inquiry  should 
be  had,  freely  and  dispassionately.    It  is  with  this  vievr 
and  for  these  reasons,  that  I  am  opposed  to  a  recon^ 
eration  of  the  subject,  and  wish  it   to  abide  the  de- 
cision already  made.     Sir,  upon  this  question,  it  is  wA 
competent  for  me  to  enter  into  the  merits  or  demerits  of 
the  principles,  or  of  the  abolition  of  slavery.     I  am  ad- 
monished by  the  hour,  that  I  ought  not  further  tu  pro- 
long this  debate;  but  being  placed  in  the  position  in  wliidi 
I  am,  and  entertaining  the  opinions  which  I  do,  I  couIJ 
not,  in  duty  to  myself  or  my  constituents,  forbear  to  ask 
the  indulgence  of  the  House  to  submit  these  few  re- 
flections, before  I  record  my  vote  upon  the  journals. 
Mr.  M.  having  concluded,  the  House  adjourned. 


TUSSDAT,  DbCSW BIB  23. 

SLAVERY  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  question  being  that  depending  from  )>e8terday, 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pattov  fur  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  by  which  a  memorial  praying  Congress  to  abol- 
\%\\  slavery  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  was  referreJ 
to  the  Committee  on  the  District — 

Mr.  GRANGER,  of  New  York,  rose  and  said: 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  rise  to  protest  against  the  manner  ia 
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>vliich  the  names  of  these  petitioners  have  been  con- 
rounded  with  the  abolitionists  of  the  North.     They  are 
men  of  as  pure  hearts  ami  as  pure  lives  as  any  gentlemen 
(>r  South  Carolina;  they  are  men  to  whom  the  con&titn- 
t  ton  of  this  country  is  as  sacred  as  it  is  to  the  inhabitants 
of  tlie   South,  and  who  will  rally  in  its  defence  with  a 
spirit  and  power  equal  to  tliat  whicii  was  ever  brought 
to  its  aid   by  that  gallant  people.     Sir,  I  hold  the  aboli- 
tionists of  the  North  in  no  higher  respect  than  do  the 
gentlemen  from  Carolina,  or  from  any  other  section  of 
tlio  country.     There  are  many  of  them  for  whose  mo- 
tives I  have  no  respect:  there  are  others  whose  motives 
are  honest,  but  to  whom,  misguided  as  they  are,  I  would 
»ay,  stay  your  hand;  you  must  not  "scatter,  firebrands, 
Arrows,  and  death,  and  say,  we  are  in  sport."     Of  them 
1  suy,  deal  with  them,  under  the  constitution  and  laws 
of  the  land,  as  you  think  proper;  but  when  I  am  called 
upon  to  confound  these  petitioners  with  such  persons,  1 
feel  it  my  duty  to  enter  my  protest. 

Sir,   who  are  these  petitioners P    They  are  persons 
who,  looking  to  the  letter  of  the  constitution  of  their 
country,  and  finding  there  that  Congress  has  the  right  of 
exclusive  legislation  for  this  District,  and  not  looking  be- 
yond that,  to  the  grants  of  cession  by  the  States  of  Vir- 
ginia and   Maryland,   to  see  under  what  reservations 
those  grants  were  made  and  accepted;  and  without  stop- 
ping to  ask  the  still  more  important  question,  whether 
the  residents  of  (he  District  of  Columbia  require  any  in- 
terference, suppose  that  Congress  have  a  right  to  legis- 
late   upon   this  subject.     Starting    upon   this  abstract 
proposition,  they  have  supposed  they  had  a  right  to  ap- 
pear at  the  bar  of  this  House,  and  to  ask  that  the  seat  of 
Government  of  a  free  nation  should  be  inhabited  by 
those  only  who  are  free. 

Such,  sir,  is  the  condition  of  these  petitioners;  and  I 
can  never  consent  that  they  should  be  designated  as 
murderers,  or  that  their  names  should  be  mingled  with 
those  of  the  abolitionists. 

I^et  us  take  them  more  in  detail.  Who  are  they?  I 
first  mention  my  worthy  predecessor,  [Mr.  Dickson,]  in 
whose  bosom  beats  a  heart  as  honest  as  Gud  ever  gave 
to  man,  and  in  whose  veins  flows  the  blood  of  as  pure  a 
patriotism  as  animates  the  breast  of  any  member  of  this 
House.  He  is  not  a  gentleman  against  whom  the  charge 
of  constructive  murder  is  to  be  brought. 

Who  next  ?    I  am  a  citizen  of  New  York,  a  State  that 
will  assist  the  gentlemen  of  South  Carolina  in  keeping 
the  chain  of  union  bright  and  strong  to  the  last.     And, 
although  sometimes  collision  may  arise,  and  there  may 
be  more  friction  than  is  desirable,  still  it  is  a  collision 
whicli  will  bring  the  chain  from  the  contest  stronger  and 
brighter  than  before.     It  should  be  remembered,  and  1 
regret  to  say  that  it  seems  to  have  been  forgotten,  that 
the  popular  branch  of  the  Legislature  of  New  York, 
during  the  winter  session  of  1839,  by  a  most  decided 
majority,  embracing  all  political-  parties,  and  as  much 
talent  and  patriotism  as  can  be  found  in  any  legislative 
hall  of  this  nation,  passed  by  a  decided  vote  their  opin- 
ion that  it  was  competent  for  the  Congress  of  the  United 
Stttles  to  legislate  on  this  subject,   i  cannot  consent,  and 
1  should  hold  southern  gentlemen  recreant  to  their  own 
honor  could   they  consent,   that  a  charge  thus  odious 
should  be  quietly  made  against  the  representatives  of 
their  people;  nor  can  I  consent  that  it  should  be  made 
against  mine.     A  majority  of  the  Legislature  of  New 
York,  differing  as  I  did  in  part  from  them,  are  not,  by 
implication,  or  construction,  murderers;  and  although 
there  may  be  those  in  this  House  on  whom  the  duty  of 
defending  that  Legislature  would  more  properly  devolve, 
f^t'll  I  cannot  pass  over  this  allegation  in  silence. 

Who  are  next.^  The  peaceful  disciples  of  William 
Pent)  !~a  people  who  inflict  wounds  nowhere,  but  who 
carry  the  healing  balm  of  consolation  and  sympathy  fur 


human  suffering  throughout  the  civilized  world.  I  have 
yet  to  learn  that  this  society  should  be  called  murderers, 
but  for  the  courtesy  of  any  gentleman. 

Who  next?  The  ladies!  for  they  have  presented  pe- 
titions here.  I  probably  shall  not  differ  with  some,  as 
to  the  propriety  of  their  interference;  nor  will  they  dif- 
fer from  me  when  I  say  that,  if  they  choose  to  bring 
their  power  to  bear,  such  petitioners  are  most  fearful 
disturbers  of  man's  repose.  Indeed,  there  are  few  gen- 
tlemen, from  the  South  or  the  North,  who  have  not 
received  many  heartfelt  wounds  from  that  source;  but 
which,  fortunately,  are  not  of  a  character  to  endanger 
the  Union.  These  murderers  are  like  those  in  Mac- 
beth— they  only  *•  murder  sleep."  This,  sir,  is  the  situ- 
ation of  the  petitioners,  against  whom  gentlemen  have 
uttered  such  denunciations. 

But  we  are  called  upon  to  consider  this  question,  for 
the  purpose  of  expressing  our  opinion  on  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  and  at  the  same 
time  we  are  told  that  it  should  not  be  discussed.  Sir,  a 
resolution  has  been  read  at  the  table,  and,  when  in 
order,  we  are  told,  is  to  be  submitted  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House,  which  will  open  this  question  for 
debate  as  fully  as  if  it  had  been  referred  to  a  committee, 
and  they  had  reported  a  bill  for  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia.  And  yet  we  are  to  recon- 
sider this  vote,  and  then  to  cripple  the  debate,  merely 
because  the  question  cannot  be  discussed. 

Why  is  it  that  we  have  become  so  suddenly  sensitive^ 
Differing  as  I  do  from  many  of  my  constituenls,  I  have 
never  entertained  but  one  opinion — and  that  is,  that 
even  if  the  constitutional  right  exists,  which  I  doubt 
strongly,  there  is  no  question  of  policy  now  existing 
which  should  call  for  legislation  upon  this  subject. 

I  subscribe  to  the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams,]  asserted  yesterday;  and 
1  find  no  reason  why  this  petition  should  be  driven  from 
the  House.  It  has  been  read  at  the  table.  Are  not  its 
terms  respectful?  1  think  they  are;  and  that,  if  they 
are  not  crimped  and  plaited  according  to  the  strictest 
conventional  rules  of  refined  society,  still  they  are  so 
respectful  that,  proceeding  from  freemen,  the  repre- 
sentatives of  freemen,  in  my  opinion,  are  bound  to 
receive  them. 

if  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Hammond] 
wishes  my  direct  vote  \ipon  this  question,  let  him  meet 
the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (I  be- 
lieve,) that  these  petitions  go  to  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  or  to  a  select  committee,  and  that 
a  report  be  made,  as  it  will  be  made,  meeting  the  wishes 
of  these  gentlemen;  and  then  he  shall  have  nny  vole 
fearlessly  in  his  favor.  But  when  he  insists  that  1  shall 
either  evade  this  question,  or  strike  through  it  and  in- 
flict a  deep  wound  on  the  guarantied  right  of  petition, 
then  I  say,  as  fearlessly,  that  1  will  stand  by  the  doc- 
trine of  the  venerable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
however  heterodox  that  doctrine  may  appear.  Who 
would  have  believed  that  from  the  very  quarter  of  the 
country  to  which  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
could  not  be  made  acceptable  until  the  right  of  freedom 
of  speech,  freedom  of  the  press,  and  the  right  of  peti- 
tion, had  been  secured,  this  proposition  would  have 
emanated?  Who  would  have  believed  that  an  attempt 
would  have  been  made  to  drive  the  petitioners  from  this 
hall  by  those  very  men  who  profess  to  believe,  as  I  be- 
lieve, "  that  freedom  of  opinion  is  to  be  tolerated,  where 
reason  is  left  free  to  combat  error?'* 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  rose  and  naid: 

Believing  that  the  motion  before  the  House  will  not 
reach  the  object  entertained  by  either  side,  I  have 
put  together  a  resolution  which  it  is  my  intention  to  sub- 
mit for  consideration  when  it  tihall  be  perfectly  in  order. 
It  runs  thus:  ' 
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Betolced,  That  the  holdtn}?  of  slaves  is  a  right  clearly 
recognised  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
is  thereby  secured  to  tlie  citizens  of  those  States  whose 
policy  does  not  forbid  it  as  the  legitimate  subject  of  in- 
dividual property,  and  source  of  political  influence  and 
power,  and  all  attempts  to  interfere  with  or  molest  them 
in  its  exercise  or  enjoyment  are  impolitic,  unconstitu* 
tional,  and  unjust. 

Surely  the  proposition  now  before  us  does  not  go  to 
the  root  of  the  evil.  Encouragement  to  petitions  having 
for  their  object  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  is  deprecated,  because  (as  has  been  said)  it 
«*oul4  be  an  entering  wedge  to  further  interference. 
Rights  exist  which  are  in  themselves  considered  unques- 
tionable. These  sre  to  be  guarded  from  any  and  every 
encroachment.  Be  it  so.  Why  not  assert  and  maintain 
tliem,  then,  at  once,  without  regard  to  the  mere  incident 
which,  although  far  from  insignificant  in  itself,  must  be 
comparatively  unimportant? 

The  nature  of  the  motion  now  submitted  is  such  as 
scarcely  to  afford  an  opportunity  to  decide  either  of  the 
important  questions  to  which  attention  has  been  called 
iirtlie  course  of  the  debate.  They  are  two;  fHrai,  the 
one  immediately  involved  in  the  memorial  on  the  table, 
and  expressed  on  the  face  of  it — the  abolition  or  con- 
tinuance of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  and, 
aeeondfy,  the  broader  and  more  pressing  inquiry,  whe- 
ther measures  shall  be  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of 
assuaging  the  feelings,  and  arresting  and  preventing  at- 
tempts to  interfere  with  the  constitutional  rights  and 
personal  security  of  the  citizens  of  the  slaveholding 
States. 

It  will  be  perceived  at  once  that  the  last  of  these  in- 
quiries is  not  directly  involved  at  all  in  the  proceeding 
before  us.  If  it  be  so  in  any  way,  it  must  be  incidental- 
ly only.  In  that  sense,  I  cannot  doubt  it,  since  it  has 
been  made  (as  to  the  abuse  itself,  or  the  probable  re- 
medy for  it)  a  prominent  object  of  remark  throughout 
the  discussion.  That  the  two  things  may  have  a  bearing 
upon  each  other,  is  altogether  a  reasonable  conclusion, 
and,  in  that  view,  a  separation  of  them  in  debate  could 
not  fairly  be  expected.  But  it  is  perfectly  clear  that 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  or  the  rejection  of  it,  will 
settle  nothing  with  regard  to  the  more  important  and 
interesting  inquiry  and  complaint — the  complaint  of  un- 
due interference,  and  the  inquiry  how  it  can  best  be  put 
a  stop  to  at  present,  and  avoided  in  future.  If  legisla- 
tion be  unnecessary  to  prevent  the  diffusion  of  injurious 
publications,  they  will  be  equally  prevented  whether 
slavery  be  abolished  in  the  District  of  Columbia  ot*  not. 
ir  legislation,  on  the  other  hand,  be  requisite  for  that 
purpose,  it  must  still  be  resorted  to,  although  slavery 
should  be  preserved  and  perpetuated  here  as  it  original- 
ly stood,  and  still  exists  in  those  sections  of  the  two 
growing  empires  that  were  cut  off*  from  their  parent 
stocks  Kir  the  exclusive  legislation  of  the  United  States. 

Thus  nothing  will  be  gained  or  lost  to  the  one  ques- 
tion by  the  determination  of  the  other,  even  if  that  de- 
termination itself  were  now  within  the  reach  of  the 
House.  Will  the  vote  now  aimed  at  reach  the  object 
that  gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the  question  desire  to 
attain?  Will  it  fairly  or  effectually  decide  the  point  of 
abolition  or  conservation  any  where?  I  fear  not,  and 
believing  t|iat  to  be  the  case,  and  believing,  also,  that  a 
mere  silent  vote  would  not  sufficiently  explain  the  motives 
which  lead  to  it,  I  will  venture  to  trespass  for  a  moment 
on  the  patience  of  the  House,  by  urging  the  reasons 
wiiich  induce  me  to  wish  that  another  course  might  have 
been  taken.  Before  I  sit  down,  I  may  trouble  the 
House  also  with  a  remark  as  to  the  necessity,  or  the 
absence  of  it,  of  movements  here  in  relation  to  the  evils 
complained  of  in  the  Southern  and  some  of  the  Western 
States. 


As  to  the  whole  question,  the  State  of  Pennsylns'i 
is  pectiliarly  circumstanced.     She    hma   at  this  nuMsert 
scarcely  a  remnant  of  alave  population  whhin  her  lloks 
Her  soil  and  climate  do  not  require  it.     A  respect«bk 
part  of  her  people,  too,  descendants  of  her  patriaity 
founder,  and  retaining  all  of  his  prioittiTe  aiiBpficitf  ^ 
feeling  and  in  manners,  consists  of  indiridoftls  who  vt 
supposed  to  be  generally  opposed  to  slavery  accordt^ 
to  the  sincerest  convictions  of  their  consciences,  li 
their  own  practice  they  scrupulously   refrain  fron  it 
Some  of  them  rigidly  abstain  from  tHose  enjoymests. 
and  even  .comforts,  of  life  which  are  the  ordinary  pro> 
ducts  of  slave  labor.     Yet,  in  such  a  conamanity,  amosf 
a  people  whose  masses  and  aggregate  contain  a  Itrjite  r* 
gredient  of  the  character  1  have  described,  feelings  iure 
been  entertained  and  expressed,  measorea  have  bee-. 
adopted  and  promulgated,  which,  if  the  sympathies  d 
the  South  are  to  be  influenced  by  the  promptness  M 
sincerity  of  corresponding  sympathies,  cannot  fail  tova 
their  affection  and  regard.     1  want  to  impress  on  the 
minds  of  honorable  gentlemen  around  me,  and,  thrtK^ 
them,  on  the  nation,  that,  in  the  district  which  I  tan 
the  honor  in  part  to  represent,  there  has  been  as  cwdal 
and  animated  an  expression  of  sentiment  on  thb  ir^t^ 
ting  subject  as  could  have  resounded    in  acclanati« 
from  one  of  their  own  hospitable  cities,  or  arisen  frva 
the  midst  of  their  own  fertile  fields.     If  Pennsylniw 
was  the  first  to  dispense  with  these  institations  for  her* 
self,  she  has  not  been  the  last  to  buckle  cm  her  armor, 
and  to  extend  the  right  hand  of   fellowsliip  to  her 
brethren  of  the  South.     I  mean  to  make  no  vain  ban^ 
of  her  liberality,  to  claim  no  merit  here  for  her  motim 
History  haa  recorded  the  event  of  her  sbolition.    I^t  ft 
stand,  if  you  will,  upon  the  present  occasion,  on  tte 
ground  of  her  not  wanting,  for  her  own  best  interests,  the 
continuance  of  slavery.     She  certainly  deems  her  coo- 
dition  the  better  without  it.     Yet  I  have  the  satisfccttofl 
to  say,  witliout  a  boast,  that  our  eonstituents  are  not  spt 
to  be  backward  in  the  duties  of  kindness  and  tsmaitnet 
at  a  moment  of  apprehended  or  existing  need.    The 
flames  which  have  been  devastating  a  portion  of  a  sister 
city  had  not  ceased  to  blaze,  when  they  gave  hvm^ 
proofs  of  the  sincerity  of  their  friendship,  and  the  ardor 
and  promptness  with  which  they  woold  lend  their  succor 
to  their  suffering  friends. 

I  had  hoped  that  there  was  no  subsUntial  difference 
of  opinion  on  the  principal  point,  in  this  House,  snOf 
therefore,  as  the  representation  is  universal,  •^''^j^^J 
could  be  virtually  none  in  the  nation.     The  chord  tptt 
appeared  to  vibrate  in  harmony  here,  is  only  t**P^"*'t! 
to  sounds  that  have  been  uttered  on  the  banks  of  sim^ 
every  river  north  of  the  Susquehannah,  to  the  extreniw 
limits  of  the  land.     Until  very  recently  these  rtnng 
would  not  have  been  struck  at  alt.    An  occasion  hsd  m 
before  presented  itself,  when  such  utterance  would !»»« 
been  necessary,  and  in  the  absence  of  necessity  it  ww 
have  been  unwise.     The  North  deemed  itself  bouno, 
indeed,  to  abstain  from  a  discussion  that  *o"W  na* 
been  eminently  unprofitable  at  any  former  period  or  tne 
national  history.     Their  patriots  had  united  in  pla"""* 
seed,  which  was  to  be  left  peculiarly,  if  not  exclusively* 
to  the  cuhure  of  their  co-patriota  of  the  South.     »"*J^ 
grew  up  from  it  a  sensitive  plant  that  would  ^^^^1 
bear  the  slightest  touch,  and,  by  common  consent, 
delicacy  was  respected,  and  all  interference  with  »t  * 
avoided.  . .  .j^ 

Time,  however,  in  its  experimental  course,  ga^.*  '"  . 
to  prodigious  changes  in  the  colonial  institutions  ^ 
another  country,  and  the  officious  sensibilities  ^^^^^j^ 
its  own  subjects  were  influenced  to  an  attempt  to  t»»^ 
or  frighten  them  upon  us.  The  standard  wai  "'rjj 
with  a  prudence  at  least  equal  to  the  seal  wni 
prompted  its  erection,  at  a  distance  fjTocD  tbe  sc 
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'where  the  effect  was  to  be  produced.     SfNue  few  mis- 
l<uided  indiyiduftis  antwered  to  the  Mgnal.     We,  of  the 
North,   itH  actual  popalation,  strangers  to  all  that  was 
conceived  or  in  progress  about  us,  began  to  suflTer  under 
the  atigma  of  hostility  and  incendiary  disposition  towards 
our  southern  brethren,     f  cannot  be  mistaken  when  I 
aay  that  the  belief  was  general  that  the  whole  northern 
population  was  arrayed  in  feeling  against  them.     It  was 
necessary  to  disabuse  both  them  and  the  misjudging  few 
who  were  equally  in  error  among  ourselves.     An  early 
effort  was  made  among  those  who  had  descended  from 
the  first  laborers  in  the  blood-stained  fields  of  the  Revo- 
lution, who  fell  at  Lexington,  who,  on  a  memorable 
occasion,  gave  the  tea  to  the  deep.    Their  motives  were 
explained,  and  the  necessity  of  resistance-  to  foreign  in- 
termeddling and  domestic  folly  was  made  manifest  by 
one  who,  cotemporary  with  the  early  history  and  coun- 
cils of  the  republic,  and  now  its  time-honored  s»ge, 
knew  best  how  to  illustrate  the  character  of  the  federal* 
compact,  and  the  duties  which,  as  a  compromise,  it  en- 
joined. 

The  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  were  not  less  prompt  in 
the  expression  of  their  decided  disapprobation  of  all  at- 
tempts to  disturb  the  settled  faith  of  the  Union.     This 
was  done  in  well-attended  meetings  of  the  people,  whose 
sentiments,  it  is  said,  are. never  wrong.    The  expression 
was  as  emphatic  a^  the  sentiment  which  it  sprang  from 
was  cordial  and  sincere.     I'he  promises  and  pledges  of 
friendship  were  pure  and  unalloyed.    But  they  were  in- 
dividual  and  unofficial.  Our  friends  of  the  South  seemed 
to  look  for  something  more.     A  manifesto  of  good-will 
was  expected  from  a  source  that  might  be  regarded  at 
once  permanent  and  responsible.    Accordingly,  at  the 
very  first  opportunity  that  presented  itself,  at  the  now 
recent  meeting  of  the  Legislature,  the  Executive  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  his  annual  message,  openly  echoed  the 
sentiments  and  judgments  of  the  people.    If  it  be  ne- 
cessary, the  Legislature  will  do  the  like.     What  further 
do  the  intelligence  and  power  of  the  South  require  ^ 
Nothing;  literally  nothing.     In  the  best  judgments  of 
their  wise  and  honorable  men,  they  ought  to  be,  and 
they  will  be  satisfied.     What  measures  they  will  adopt 
for  themselves,  thus  assured  against  distant  aggresnon, 
must  be  for  their  own  wisdom  to  decide,  and  their  own 
firmness  to  execute.     They  have  stout  hearts  and  strong 
arms.    Whether  (l^'will  add)  in  the  course  which  may 
be  governed  by  Divine  Providence,  the  day  shall  come 
when  they  will  choose  to  make  arrangements  for  safe 
and  eventual  emancipation,  must  be   lef^  under  that 
guidance  which  csnnot  err—- exclusively  to  themselves. 
I  come  to  ask  them,  in  behalf  of  the  North;  of  those 
who  have  done  all  that  could  be  expected,  or  that  has 
been  required  i  of  those  who  are  prepared  to  do  what- 
ever may  be  necessary  or  useful  in  the  dsy  of  greater  need ; 
I  merely  ask  that  the  subject  shall  be  approached  (now 
that  it  must  be  met  in  this  great  council)  with  mutual 
forbearance  and  respect.     Jealousy  herself  ought  not  to 
doubt  the  disposition  to  keep  the  relations  between  the 
two  sections  of  the  country  free  from  all  influences,  ex- 
cept those  that  are  the  most  generous  and  just.     My 
object  is  to  allay  excitement,  by  proving,  if  I  can,  that 
the  causes  of  it  exist  no  longer,  and  that  they  will  not 
arise  bereafler,  unless  they  are  excited  by  the  conflict  of 
unnecessary  and  irritating  discussion. 

In  sccotmting  for  much  of  the  feeling  that  has  extend- 
ed through  the  southern  States,  I  address  myself  rather 
to  their  distant  fellow-citizens  than  to  themselves.  In* 
dignationat  attempted  or  perpetrated  wrongs  was  not  to 
be  condemned  or  wondered  at.  If  hslf  the  effects  im- 
puted to  it  are  likely  to  ensue  from  the  interference  that 
is  complained  of,  that  drop  of  cold  blood  that  stirs  or 
itsgnstes  ill  the  veins  of  a  native  of  the  South,  would  be 
rcbelliojis  to  bis  nature,    ft  is  not  because  any  attempts 


could  be  made  with  success  at  actual  emancipation, 
much  less  at  the  final  overthrow  of  law  and  order,  that 
those  things  are  deprecated.  One  wide-spread  revolu- 
tion, ending  in  the  supremacy  of  a  population  of  African 
descent,  is,  I  presume,  too  chimerical  and  absurd  to  be 
within  the  serious  apprehension  of  any  one.  Moral  force 
and  well-digested  discipline;  capacity  for  order  and  ar- 
rangement; wisdonr  to  direct,  and  valor  not  to  be  sub- 
dued, among  the  high-minded  and  well-educated  citizens 
of  that  section  of  the  country,  forbid  the  idea  of  any 
thing  like  permanent  or  extensive  mischief. 

Yet  there  are  evils  of  a  less  wide-spread  influence,  of 
which  the  dread  is  by  no  means  visionary;  and,  with  re- 
gard to  them,  early  alarm,  and  steady  watchfulness  and 
precaution,  are  only  true  wisdom. 

A  distinguished  and  eloquent  Representative  from  Vir- 
ginia once  declared  upon  this  floor  that  the  midnight 
bell  never  tolled  for  fire  at  Richmond  that  the  mother 
did  not  clasp  l)er  infant  more  closely  to  her  breast.  It 
was,  in  his  estimation,  no  idle  fear  that  doubted  between 
the  perils  of  accidental  conflsgration  and  the  horrors  of 
domestic  massacre.  Accordingly,  more  than  once  has 
the  tocsin  sounded  to  the  rescue  from  existing  or  clearly 
meditated  insurrection.  The  fires  of  servile  war  were 
actually  lighted  at  Southhampton;  and,  although  they 
were  speedily  extinguished,  they  left  a  section  of  our 
common  country  clothed  in  the  garments  of  afiliction. 
The  best  of  our  citizens  have  been  occasionly  called  on 
to  sit  in  special  commission  on  the  unhsppy  victims  of  a 
salutary  vengeance,  and  it  has  been  necessary,  on  suCh 
occurrences,  to  present  to  other  evil-doers  a  terrible  ex- 
ample. Single  instances  of  ferocious  assassination  have 
also  occurred.  An  unhappy  slave  has  been  convicted 
within  the  last  week  in  this  very  District  of  an  attempt 
to  murder  his  mistress  as  she  slept.  An  anticipation  of 
such  scenes  in  time  to  come,  prompted  *by  the  fatal  rec- 
ollection of  them  in  times  past,  may  well  arouse  the 
anxious  feelings,  the  active'  indignation  of  those  to  whom 
belongs  the  care  of  the  helpless  and  the  feeble. 

We  need  not  go  far  back  in  time  to  discover  among  the 
outbreakings  of  slavery  traces  of  some  of  the  bloodiest 
butcheries  that  history  records.  The  elements  of  fuiy 
that  could  not  be  satisfied;  of  a  brutal  appetite  for  blind 
and  indiscriminate  revengpe,  never  were  more  aptly 
mixed  for  mischief  than  in  the  instance  of  the  revolution 
of  St.  Domingo.  Rome,  in  the  dark  hour  of  the  con- 
spiracy of  Catiline,  did  not  exhibit  a  darker  picture  of 
human  suffei  ing  and  human  crime. 

"aU  bate  had  license  given  i(;  all  rage  reinr-; 
Slaughter  beatrid  the  streets: 
No  ago  was  spared — no  sex — nay,  no  degree; 
Not  infants  in  the  porch  of  life  were  free. 
Virgins,  and  widows,  matrons,  tender  wives, 
All  died." 

Independently  of  the  threat  of  attack  on  life,  it  is  im- 
possible to  overlook  the  perfectly  justifiable  motives 
that  give  value  to  property,  and  make  it  a  duty  to  guard 
it  from  violation.  The  constitution  communicates  .this 
character  to  the  right  of  the  slave-owner,  and  secures 
him  in  the  enjoyment  of  it.  It  does  more,  much  more. 
Its  very  first  article  confers  an  importance  on  slave  pop. 
ulation  dearer,  in  the  estimate  of  freemen,  and  in  its 
constitution,  towards  the  legitimate  exercise  of  sove- 
reign power,  than  any  which  grows  out  of  mere  pecu- 
niary circumstances*  In  the  established  ratio  of  repre- 
sentation, and  the  consequent  influence  of  the  represen- 
tatives, and  the  force  and  dignity  they  enjoy  for  them- 
selves and  for  their  constituents,  there  is  (as  all  of  us 
familiarly  know)  an  additional  power  vested  in  the 
slave -holiling  States  derived  from  that  circumstance 
alone,  equal  to  three-finhs  of  what  they-would  possess, 
if  every  slave  were  a  free  man,  and,  to  all  intents,  a 
citizen. 
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When  life  or  proper^,  or  the  privUeye  of  represent- 
ation, 19  invaded,  or  threatened  with  invasion,  a  spirit 
of  more  than  opposition  is  aroused,  and  resistance  to 
(he  uttermost  is  the  consequence.  I  thus  freely  ac- 
knowledge,  because  I  deeply  fee),  how  natural  is  the 
impulse  which  would  prevent  and  repel  encroachment, 
that  would  meet  it  at  the  onset,  or  anticipate  its  org^nU 
ration.  But  I  confess  it  appears  to  me  that  the  occasion 
now  presented  is  not  calculated  to  call  forth,  and  would 
but  waste,  the  feelings  of  alarmed  affection,  of  watchful 
stewardship,  of  indignant  patriotism,  to  which  t  have  ad- 
verted. No  attempt  is  here  made  to  interfere  with  any 
of  these  sacred  rights.  The  same  constitution  which 
gives  a  thrice-told  security  to  the  possessor  of  slaves, 
and  guards  him  from  the  invasion  of  his  undoubted  priv- 
ileges, confers  too  on  Congress  the  power  to  exercise 
exclusive  legislation  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  in  such 
District  (limited  to  ten  miles  in  extent)  as  may  become 
tlie  seat  of  the  Federal  Government.  I  am  not  about  to* 
argue  the  question,  whether  this  large  grant  doe<:,  or 
does  not,  include  the  power  to  abolish  slavery.  Such 
diHcussion  would,  at  all  events,  be  premature,  and  is  out 
of  the  course  which  it  is  my  object  at  present  to  pursue. 
I^egislation,  however,  is  sovereignty;  and  it  may  be, 
that,  in  a  given  event,  Congress  can  pass  upon  that  grave 
subject  without  encroaching  upon  any  rights,  vested  or 
contingent,  admitted  or  alleged.  I  will  not  anticipate 
the  contingency  of  a  previous  abolition  in  Maryland  and 
Virginia,  and  of  the  united  voice  of  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  District,  raised  in  one  general  prayer  for  aboli- 
tion. Nor  do  I  overlook  the  proviso  in  the  cession  from 
Virginia,  the  true  construction  of  which  must  limit  it, 
I  think,  to  landed  property.  It  is  easy  to  perceive,  on 
the  other  hand,  an  essential  difference  between  the  vol- 
untary  sacrifice  of  a  particular  State  surrendering  its 
own  property,  as  would  be  the  case  where  it  is  done 
through  its  particular  representatives,  antt  the  corre- 
sponding movements  of  Congress  upon  petitions  from  a 
distance  with  regard  to  a  District  which  has  no  especial 
representation.  I  do  not  mean  to  argue  that  Congress 
can  legislate  away  this  property,  even  with  the  consent 
of  the  owners;  but  I  um  not  prepared  to  admit  that 
they  cannot.  Certainly  a  very  different  issue  is  pre- 
sented by  those  inquiries  from  that  which  grows  out  of 
the  supposed  daring  inroads  of  foreign  enemies  and  do- 
mestic traitors.  It  would  be  greatly  to  be  deplored  that 
ttie  case  should  be  made  to  assume  a  false  pnmtion,  and 
that  a  question  fo  easily  to  be  resolved  as  that  which 
rcs(8  upon  the  pl.tin  letter  of  the  constitution,  should  be 
embarrassed  by  dfficulties  that  its  spirit  alone  can  over- 
come, and  be  confounded  with  a  question  that  is  alto- 
gether different,  and  (at  least,  comparatively  speaking,) 
doubtful.  I  would  not  be  understood  as  requiring  that 
the  question  of  abolition  here  should  be  left  unde- 
termined; but  I  would  have  it  met,  whenever  it  is  en- 
countered, fairly  and  fully.  Let  it  be  so  determined,  if 
at  all,  as  will  place  it  at  rest,  now  and  forever;  at  rest  for 
ourselves,  and  at  rest  for  the  whole  civilized  world;  so 
at  rest,  as  will  afford  an  answer  even  to  the  agitating  or- 
ator of  the  British  Parliament,  whose  itinerant  humanity 
has  extended,  as  it  should  seem,  in  tender  mercy  to  the 
superintendence  of  our  domestic  institutions. 

How  will  a  mere  vote  upon  the  little  emergency  of 
this  little  petition  effect  the  object  take  it  in  any 
sensed  From  how  many  soul^,  male  and  female,  adults 
and  minors,  does  it  come. ^  I  speak  of  it  with  entire 
respect,  but  I  allude  to  its  numercial  strength,  compared 
with  that  of  the  whole  republic.  Thirteen,  or  a  hun- 
dred and  thirty,  or  thirteen  hundred,  if  you  will.  What 
is  that  to  thirteen  or  fourteen  millions^  Every  day  may 
bring  forth  new  memorials  of  the  same,  or  (which  is  the 
same  thing  In  the  view  I  am  now  taking)  of  an  opposite 
cbaracter.     Would  the  simple  rejection  of  any  number 


of  them  avaiP    No,  sir.     Ominous  lugi^eslions  are  car 
tained  in  the  conclusion  of  this  very  paper,  that  ttic  f^ 
titionera  are  not  readily  to  be  turned   aaide.     Appl'c^^ 
tions  may  be  renewed  again,  and  again,  and  mgratn.    1  i 
whole  time  of  the  House,  and  the  whole  biisness  of  *dK 
nation,  may  be  suspended  by  the  discussaon  or  dcdss- 
of  them  in  detail,  in  settling,  one  by   one,    ineiiierB^ 
without  number;  in  the  expression  of  indiirnatfon  v  :*- 
in  these  walls,  and  in  the  exercise  of  a  peraererii^  •-• 
Btinacy  without  them.     In  such  a  conflict  the  race  vouL 
not  probably  be  to  the  swiffV,  nor  the  battle  to  the  strcsc 
Heretofore  petitions  have  been  referred,  or  laid  cpc- 
the  table.     M\  honorable  gentleman  has   said  the  c ' 
cumstances  are  different  at  present.     Then  treat  thtf 
differently.     Do  not  let  them  remain    unanswered!,  ji 
they  will  be  in  eflcct  by  8tm|>Ie  rejection  in   each  c»e. 
but  take,  or  make  an  early  opportunity  (if  it  roost  be 
to  decide  them  all.     Tn  that  decision,  pronounce  as  cr- 
phatic  vindication  of  all  we  do. 

Besides,  these  detailed  decisions  which  I  cooJes^  1 
deprecate,  may  not  be  uniform.  To  say  nothing  of  th 
effect  that  may  be  produced  on  particular  membtrs  h/ 
the  character  and  language  of  particular  memoHais  ^' 
their  peculiar  knowledge  of  some  sets  of  petiitcn^r. 
and  want  of  knowledge  of  others,  and  a  consequent  p»' 
disposition  or  indisposition  to  listen  tn  their  reque^i^  j 
any  thing  like  a  doubtful  case,  majorities  may  %-hTi' 
from  circumstances  altogether  adventitious  and  thi^nB^ 
possibly  be  considered  a  case  of  that  description.  Tb?:u 
are,  I  think,  some  ninety-nine  Representatives  tn^ 
slave-holding  states,  and  one  hundred  and  fbrt^-o^ 
from  those  which  *are  not.  I  do  not  know  that  ?( 
makes  an  essential  difference.  I  hope  it  does  not.  B-.: 
it  may  operate  in  some  degree,  as  early  habits  nf  tln^A- 
ing  an/d  association  cannot  fail  to  act  upon  the  m'lrd 
Members  may  be  absent  from  their  seals.  In  the  sliaf^f^ 
which  this  subject  assumes,  momentous,  as  in  some  sr 
pects  it  is,  it  may  come  up  any  and  every  day.  Ii  hht 
steal  upon  the  Hou«e  unconsciously  to  itself,  and  almr^: 
so  to  the  mover.  We  have  had  but  few  days  for  pre- 
senting petitions.  On  each,  I  believe,  it  has  been  tbe 
subject  of  discussion:  and,  if  this  motion  prevails,  the 
result  in  the  different  cases  will  have  be.en  diflTerent.  1 
coil  Id  not  ask  for  a  better  illustration.  For  every  nirui- 
ber  to  be  every  hour  in  his  place,  watchful  of  all  and 
partaking  of  all,  would  be  morc^lum  mnitjil  stren,q^h 
and  clear-sightedness  would  bear.  It  would  require  the 
eyes  of  Argus,  and  as  many  hands.  We  cannot  fur^  i, 
besides,  the  mournful  memento  which  has  been  alrcacfy 
more  than  once  repeated  among  us — the  shafts  of  death 
that  have  already  fallen  thickly  in  the  midst  of  us  to  mait- 
ifest  our  feebleness  and  mortality. 

Thus  one  day  a  petition  may  be  received,  the  next 
rejected,  and  the  third  laid  on  the  table,  and  the 
fourth  perhaps  thrown  under  the  table.  What  is  the 
result  to  ourselves,  to  the  nation,  to  the  world?  No- 
thing; worse  than  nothing:  uncertainty  and  doubt;  that 
fear  of  change  that  perplexes  nations.  This  body  owes 
to  itself  the  aim  at  lea«t,  and  the  attainment,  as  nearly  as 
may  be  practicable,  of  consistency  in  its  doings.  Acts 
of  legislation  ought  not,  under  similar  circumstances,  io 
the  course  of  a  political  voyage^  to  veer  with  the  flag  at 
he^xtoproa^t  head,  but  to  be  steadfast  and  true  aa  the 
needle  upon  the  deck. 

I  promised,  before  taking  my  seat,  to  say  a  word  as 
to  the  suggestion,  coming  from  a  high  official  source,  of 
the  propriety  of  congressional  regulations  over  the  Post 
Office,  respecting  these  grave  matters.  I  am  inclined  to 
doubt  the  necessity,  rather  than  to  withhold,  if  ilesired, 
Jhe  passage  of  a  remedial  statute.  It  is  a  question  of  police 
— of  mere  police;  and  that  is  a  subject  which  the  Gene- 
ral Government  could  not  touch  if  it  would,  and  wotrM 
not  if  it  could.    If  individuals  are  found  trespassing  oa 
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ifC^ts  so  deliciite  and  aacred  as  these,  they  can  be  pun- 
kHed.  If  the  instruments  of  their  misdeeds,  the  ppbll- 
s&^ions  and  other  missiles  of  mischief,  can  be  discovered, 
'«ey  may  be  destmyed.  By  the  old  law,  misdoers  ta- 
:€Sf%  in  the  mottwwr,  with  proofs  of  guilty  conduct  and 
^sig^n  about  them,  were  liable  not  only  to  be  arrested 
/'ithout  warrant,  but  hunf^  up  without  arraif^nment. 
r  We  evidence  of  their  offence  was  flagrant  in  their  hands. 
r^hey  were  themselves  reeking  with  criminal  act  and 
*\M  rpose,  beyond,  as  was  believed,  the  possibility  of  de- 
Italy  and  therefore  beyond  the  necessity  of  farther  or 
ormal  proof. 

Modern  usage,  it  is  true,  has  given  to  the  penal  law  a 
nilder  aspect.  Proof  is  not  dispensed  with,  the  rather 
>e  cause  it  is  satisfactory  and  clear.  The  law  now  inter- 
->05«es  and  prevents  the  consummition  of  the  crime.  It 
arrests  the  flight  of  the  criminal,  and  compels  him  to 
restore  his  ilKgotten  gains.  It  stands  guard  over  the 
laTety  of  the  citizen  and  the  State,  by  exercising  the 
l^lorious  attribute  of  preventive  justice.  It  reserves, 
l^oMrever,  the  last  offices  of  vengeance  until  guilt  has 
been  duly  proved  before  the  competent  tribunal)  has 
been  made  manifest,  not  only  in  existence,  but  in  evi- 
dence, to  the  face  of  day.  It  needs  not  the  acknowl- 
eclg-ment  of  the  criminal,  or  the  positive  and  direct  proof 
ol'  his  misdeed*  The  mute  eloquence  of  circumstances 
f»till  makes  its  due  impression,  and  oAen  unaided  does 
its  office.  Its  consists  of  the  half-extinguished  torch  of 
the  malignant  incendiary;  of  the  bleeding  victim  of  the 
hii^hway  robber;  of  the  telltale  drop  upon  the  dagger 
of  the  dark  assassin. 

1*0  reach  these  objects  is  properly  the  duty  of  the  mu- 
nicipal law.  It  is  within  the  power  of  every  well-con- 
stituted civil  society  to  vindicate  itself.  The  powers  and 
the  privileges  of  the  General  Government  (extensive 
and  useful  as  I  believe  they  are  and  ought  to  be)  cannot, 
in  matters  of  a  criminal  nature,  suspend  or  supersede 
the  municipal  regulations  of  a  particular  Common- 
wealth. 

iNie  establishment  of  post  roads,  constitutional  to  the 
letter,  could  not  dedicate  that  portion  of  the  territory 
of  a  State  over  which  they  pass  to  the  use  of  a  band  of 
highwaymen.     Jurisdiction  and  legislation,  too,  remain 
to  every  other  purpose  as  entire  af^er  the  establishment 
of  the  post  road  as  before.     The  analogous  and  inciden- 
tal establishment  of  post  offices  is  liable  to  the  same  re- 
sults.   Can  any  one  suppose  that  a  magic  circle  is  drawn 
round  the  office  where  the  mail  is  opened  to  diffuse  the 
blessings  of  intelligence  and  affection;  the  cement  of 
private  and  public  union;  the  principles  of  happy  and 
virtuous  association;  but  ready,  perhaps,  also,  to  disgorge 
the  poisonous  effluvia  of  insurrection,  discord,  and  death; 
and  that  within  that  circle  every  thing  is  inaccessible  to 
the  approach  of  the  municipal  law  ^ 

The  SPEAKER  here  suggested  that  the  (question  be- 
fore the  House  did  not  cover  the  subject  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  was  now  discussing. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  observed  that  he  was  aware  that  he 
owed  to  the  indulgence  of  the  House  the  privilege  of 
making  the  last  few  remarks  which  had  fallen  ffVom  him. 
It  was  a  subject,  however,  in  many  of  its  relations  so  del- 
icate and  so  disturbing,  that  he  was  anxious  to  say  at 
once  what  iippeared  to  him  to  belong  to  it,  even  inci- 
dentally, lie  would  cheerfully  conform  to  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  Chair,  and  conclude  with  a  single  remark. 

Let  tts  seek  the  important  objects  which  all  of  us  have 
in  view,  with  the  best  feelings  and  through  the  proper 
means,  and  we  cannot  fail  to  attain  them.  Tbey  consist 
of  the  harmony  and  the  happiness  of  the  republic,  the 
preservation  and  prosperity  of  the  Union*  In  endeav- 
oring to  attain  them,  let  us,  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  with  one  accord,  seekito  bring  together,  not  the 
opinion  of  an  ancient  battle  crnmoned  with  the  life's 
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blood  of  common  enemies,  but  the  first-fruits  of  a  gen- 
erous patriotism,  the  willing  oflTering^  of  every  section  of 
a  common  country;  and  let  us  place  them,  with  the  aspi- 
rations of  fervent  and  devoted  hearts  for  her  tranquillity 
and  happiness,  upon  one  common  altar. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  said  he  had  avoided  all 
participation  in  this  debate,  because  he  thought  it  wise 
to  do  so,  and  he  should  then  say  a  very  few  words  in 
relation  to  it.  All  that  he  would  any  he  deemed  neces- 
sary from  certain  remarks  that  had  fallen  from  one  of 
his  honorable  colleagues  that  morning,  [Mr.  GaAKssa.] 
That  gentleman  was  pleased  to  say  that  it  had  been  for- 
gotten that  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  not  longer  ago 
than  the  year  1829,  had  passed  resolutions  upon  the 
subject  of  the  right  of  Congress  to  interfere  with  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

[Mr.  GmAvesa  explained.  His  words  were:  it  seem- 
ed to  have  been  forgotten  that  the  popular  branch  of 
the  Legislature  had  passed  resolutions — and,  said  Mr. 
G.,  I  leave  the  gentleman  there.] 

Mr.  M.  resumed.  He  said  he  fully  believed  that  gen- 
tlemen of  the  South  on  that  floor  were  entirely  sincere 
in  their  assurances  to  us  that  such  discussions  were  un- 
profiuble  and  productive  of  any  thing  but  utility,  dan« 
gerous  to  their  righu,  and  perhaps  destructive  to  the 
lives  of  their  wives,  their  children,  and  their  citizens.  He 
had  hoped  that  gentlemen  giving  such  assurances  would 
have  refrained  from  going  into  the  discussion;  but  in 
this  he  had  been  grreatly  disappointed.  He  would  fore- 
warn the  House,  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  deviate 
far  from  the  course  he  had  prescribed  for  himself,  and 
he  would  not  now  trespass  at  all  if  it  had  not  been  for 
some  remarks  made  by  his  lionorable  colleague  [Mr. 
GmAvoBm]  who  first  addressed  the  House  this  morning. 
My  colleague,  sir,  said  Mr.  M.,  has  been  pleased  to  say 
that  it  seemed  to  be  forgot  ten  that  the  Legislature  of  New 
York,  not  longer  ago  than  1 829,  passed  resolutions  in  favor 
of  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

[Mr.  GmAHosm  here  explained,  by  saying  that  such 
resolutions  were  only  passed  by  the  popular  branch  of 
that  Legislature.] 

Mr.  M.  continued,  and  said  that  the  impression  he  re- 
ceived from  the  gentleman's  remarks  was  as  he  had 
stated,  and  he  thought  he  had  beard  him  distinctly  and 
attentively;  but  it  was  possible  he  might  not  have  done 
so,  and  he  was  happy  to  have  the  gentleman  under- 
stood. Mr.  M.  said  he  had  the  honor  of  having  been 
an  humble  member  of  that  Legislature;  and,  on  looking 
into  its  journal,  he  found  that  there  were  four  others  of 
his  colleagues  on  this  floor,  who  were  then  also  his  as- 
sociates, [Messrs.  W.  K.  Fulleb,  Effbs,  P.  C.  Ful- 
LKR,  and  Hazeltikk.]  His  colleague  [Mr.  GaAHoxa] 
Was  not  in  that  Legislature,  as  he  had  been  accustomed 
heretofore  to  be;  and,  having  stated  this  fact,  said  Mr. 
M., perhaps  it  is  due  to  the  gentleman  that  I  should  state 
the  reason,  and  it  is,  that  he  was  at  the  previous  election 
a  candidate  for  the  Lieutenant  Governor's  chair  of  that 
State,  which  he  failed  to  reach,  for  the  simple  reason 
that  he  could  not  get  votes  enough. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  on  looking  into  the  journal  con- 
taining the  record  of  the  decision  taken  on  the  passage 
of  the  resolution  to  which  my  coUea^e  has  alluded, 
(and  it  is  due  to  my  colleagues  to  state  it,  after  what  has 
fallen  from  the  gentleman,)  I  find  the  record  to  be  con- 
sistent with  all  my  former  and  subsequent  action  upon 
the  subject.  1  am  there  recorded  as  voting  with  my 
two  colleagues,  with  whom  it  has  usually  been  my  pleas- 
ure to  act  on  most  questions,  [Messrs.  W.  K.  Fullbb 
and  EpHzm,]  as  voting  againat  the  resolutions,  while  I 
find  my  other  colleagues,  [Messrs.  P.  C.  Fvuxa  and* 
Haziltivx,]  who  have  always  been  aliens  to  most  of 
my  views  upon  political  questions,  recorded  as  there 
voting  for  them. 
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My  course,  sir,  and  that  of  my  friends  Kenermlly,  at 
home  as  well  as  on  this  floor,  tias  been  consistent  in  <>p- 
posing^  any  interference  upon  this  subject.  It  is  true, 
sir,  that  resolution  parsed  that  Anembly;  passed,  too, 
sir,  for  purposes  and  by  means  which  1  am  not  permit- 
ted to  discuss  here«  but,  haetn|f  been  sent  to  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature  for  their  concurrence,  it  slept, 
I  believe,  in  the  same  family  vault  with  those  mentioned 
yesterday  by  the  honorable  gentleman  [Mr.  Abams]  of 
Massachusetts,  •'  the  tomb  of  the  Capulets."  ADer  this 
explanation,  sir,  the  gentleman  is  welcome  to  all  the 
••  gulls  he  may  catch  by  that  fly"— to  all  Ihe  benefits 
which  he  can  appropriate  to  himself  in  this,  the  next, 
or  any  other  campaign.  Having  said  thus  much  in  reply 
to  my  colleague,  and  being  on  the  floor,  said  Mr.  M.,  I 
beg  leave  to  add  that  my  own  opinions  on  this  subject 
are  in  accordance  with  those  of  my  constituents  with 
whose  views  I  am  acquainted,  or  ought  to  be  presumed 
to  be  80|  and,  sir,  I  may  claim  some  acquaintance  with 
the  people  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Sir,  said  Mr.  M., 
I  am  fully  warranted  in  saying  that,  from  my  acauaint- 
ance  with  that  people,  there  is  not  one  person  in  five 
hundred,  among  a  population  of  more  than  two  millions 
of  people  in  that  State,  who  is  in  favor  of  abolition,  or 
any  other  interference  with  the  rights  of  master  and 
slave  in  the  South.  Amcmg  the  political  friends  with 
whom  I  have  uniformly  acted,  (the  republicans, )  I  have 
never  known  one*-no,  sir,  not  a  single  one.  Sir,  said 
Mr.  M.,  there  is  no  constitutional  ambiguity,  to  my  mind, 
on  this  subjeeti  for,  while  it  is  admitted  that  Congress 
have  exclusive  power  <*  of  legislation  in  all  cases  what* 
ever,"  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  constitution  \ii» 
prohibited  any  of  our  interference  with  the  local  institu> 
tions  of  (he  States.  The  Union  and  constitution,  sir,  were 
the  result  of  concession  and  compromise.  The  subject 
under  debate  formed  one  of  the  points.  We  agreed « 
we  entered  into  tlie  compact  with  our  southern  breth- 
ren; and  the  question  now  presented  by  them  to  us — 
the  real  queation  (when  the  argument  is  pushed  to  the 
full  extent)  propounded  to  us  of  the  North — is,  whether 
we  will  live  up  to  the  bargain  we  have  made,  to  the  com- 
pact and  union  we  have  entered  into?  For  myself,  for 
my  conatituents  and  friends,  I  answer,  without  hesitation 
or  mental  reservation,  that,  under  all  circumstances  and 
in  every  vicissitude,  good  or  evil,  we  will — we  will, 
though  the  heavens  fall.  What  more  need  1  say'  (said 
Mr.  M.)  I  will  ask  gentlemen  to  believe  us  sincere. 
Why  suspect  our  sincerity.'  What  motive  have  we  to  in- 
terfere in  concerns  that  do  not  concern  us.'  Sir,  the 
people  of  New  York  can  have  no  motive  for  such  inter- 
ference. 

The  few  misguided  men  in  the  North,  who  are  desi- 
rous  of  intruding  their  misdirected  philanthropy  upoit 
the  South,  have  political  and  party  purposes  to  sub- 
serve. Sensible  of  their  own  want  or  consideration  in 
their  own  community,  of  their  own  destitution  of  politi- 
cal integrity  and  patriotism^  they  seek  even  infamous 
notoriety  in  attempts  to  destroy  the  institutions  of  their 
country.  I  have  placed  my  vote  on  our  State  legisla- 
tive journals  against  them,  and  I  shall  repeat  that  vote 
on  your  journal  as  often  as  I  may  have  opportunity. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  deprecated  this  debate,  and  de- 
plored the  apirit  in  which  it  is  conducted.  Shall  U 
come  to  this,  that  an  American  Congress  shall  be  ban- 
dying epithets  springing  from  youthful  or  excited  feel- 
ing? Is  it  necessary,  air,  to  accuse  any  individual  of 
crimes^  and  stigmatize  him  with  epithets,  that  shall 
with  me  be  nameless?  For  myself,  sir,  I  cannot  con- 
sent to  such  an  employment;  and  I  trust  that  we  may 
conduct  our  further  proceedings  in  such  manner  as  will 
avoid  it. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON,  of  Virginia,  said  no  part  of  the 
Union  was  more  deeply  interested  in  the  subject  under 


discussion  than  that  he  had  the  bcmor  to  represent.  T  - 
he  had  remained  silent  (ill  the  coitrre  of  tlie  debatelet 
him  no  alternative  but  to  overcome  hia  reluctance, al^^ 
invincible,  to  trouble  the  House,  or  incur  the  iaip«tai> 
of  shrinking  from  the  discharge  of  hia  duty. 

He  was  sincerely  grateful  to  the  f^entleman  fr« 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  lirGaRsoi.L]  for  the  generous  ivpsi^ 
which  had  prompted  his  effort  to  tranqtiillize  the  Scu^'- 
For  one,  he  thanked  him  for  (he  warm  aympatliy  be  ^: 
expressed  for  the  southern  people,  and  the  dtspoctVi 
he  had  evinced  to  do  them  justice.  He  had  hoped  tN 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  would,  indeed,  have  gau 
to  the  root  of  the  Oiischief.  But  he  was  sorry  to  srf 
that  the  measure  he  had  proposed  waa  not  calculated  *i 
attain  his  object,  and  had  wholly  disappointed  the  a 
pectations  he  had  railed.  What  di<l  the  gentlemaa  pft- 
pose?  In  effect,  to  declare  that  Congress  bad  no  peftf : 
to  liberate  slaves  within  (he  limits  of  those  Statn  whkk 
authorize  them  to  be  hel<l  as  property!  And  h^  ^ 
come  to  that'  Were  we  to  accept,  as  a  mi|rhty  l>oom  i 
recognition  of  the  right  of  our  citizens  to  hold  their  aa* 
property,  guarantied  by  their  own  State  lawa,  and  m 
the  federal  constitution  itself.'  Nothing*  couM  nort 
strikingly  prove  how  rapid  had  been  the  strides  of  h- 
naticism  and  usurpation  than  the  fact  that  a  member  •/ 
tluit  House  should  deem  it  necessary  gravely  to  o#rf 
such  a  resolution.  l*he  right  of  the  States  to  moukl 
their  domestic  institutions,  in  this  reapect,  to  suit  ttiea 
selves,  a*as  not  to  be  drawn  in  question.  .The  petitioB- 
ers  themselves  had  not  ventured  to  ask  for  any  dirrc* 
interference  with  the  States.  They  had  only  pmc^ 
for  the  abolition  of  slav^ery  in  thia  District;  and  mr 
right  to  do  that  was  the  question  we  were  called  sp^r 
to  decide. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  was  gratified  to  hear  from  all  quarim 
of  the  House  the  strongest  avowals  of  hostility  to  the 
schemes  of  those  who  were  seeking  to  disturb  thr  peace 
of  the  country.     But  it  was  obvious  to  remark  that  the 
action  of  the  House  did  not  correspond  with  these  pro- 
fessions.    No  measures  were  proposed  to  put  down  the 
agitators,  or  secure  our  tranquillity.     l*here  seemed  m 
evident  desire  to  elude  the  real  Question.     He  little  n- 
pected  such  a  disposition  would  have  been  evinced  bjr 
the  gentleman  from  Massschusett?,  [Mr.  An  a  vs.]    That 
gentleman  was  among  (he  last  to  whom  he  could  have 
ascribed  a  willingness — in  his  own  emphatic  language*- 
to  dodge  any  question,  or  witlihold  his  candid  judi^inefit 
upon  it.     If  gentlemen  are  really  desirous  of  alLtyini; 
the  apprehensions  of  the  South,  the  question  made  by 
the  petitioners  must  be  me(.    It  will  not  do  to  give  it  the 
go-by.   If,  as  he  hoped,  a  majority  should  decide  agaimt 
the  right  of  Congress  to  interfere  in  this  matter,  here  or 
elsewhere,  quiet  might  be  restored.     But  if  they  were 
prepared  to  assert  the  right,  it  wa&  high  time  the  south- 
ern people  should  know  it.     Not  that  (hey  might  sever 
the  Union.     He  would  take  occasion  to  say  they  were 
as  much  a(tached  to  the  Union— he  could  speak  for  his 
own  State— as  those  who  dwelt  north  of  Mason  and  Dix- 
on's line;  but  they  ought  to  know  the  ground  on  which 
they  stood,  that  they  might  at  once  appeal   to  thtir 
brethren  of  the  other  States  for  such  an  amendment  of 
the  constitution  as  might  effectually  guaranty  their  prop- 
erty and  their  peace.    He  could  not  consent  they  should 
remain  in  doubt  on  this  vital  question— tha\  the  flame 
should  be  merely  smothered  for  the  present,  to  break 
out  St  some  other  time.     It  was  for  that  reason  he  bsd 
unifurmly  voted  against  every  attempt  to  evade  a  direct 
decision,  and  should  give  his  cordial  support  to  tlie  mo- 
tion of  his  colleague  [Mr.  Pattoh]  now  under  consider- 
ation. 

The  right  of  Congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  had,  so  fsr  ss  he  had  heard,  scarcely- bern 
noticed,  until  adveHed  to  this  morning  by  the  gentle- 
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nnan  from  New  Tork»  [Mr.  GRAxagm^]  and  the  jc^ntle* 
inf»n  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Ihsbrsoli.]     He  did  not 
tiiKleratand  them  a«  afBrmingf  the  fifubXf  nor  could  he 
l«Arn  precisely  upon  what  ground  others  maintained  it. 
W  hat  did  the  petitioners  intend  by  praying  for  the  aboli- 
tion  of  slavery?     IMiey  meant,  he  presumed,  not  that 
the  citizens  of  the  District  might  manumit  their  slaves, 
:  but  that  Congress  should,  with  or  without  their  consent, 
I  emancipate  tliem.     None  would  contend  that  this  could 
be  done  without  compensating  the  owners.     Such  a  pro- 
I  ceeding  woidd  be  simply  to  confistete  their  property. 
Wor  could  it  be  taken  from  them  against  their  consent, 
although  its  full  value  should  be  paid.      The  United 
;  States   had  no  power  under  the  constitution  to  take 
!  private  property,  unless  for  public  use.     In  proposing 
to  wrest  this  kind  of  property  from  the  owner,  it  was 
;  nut  intende<l  to  appropriate  it  to  the  use  of  the  United 
States.     They  had  no  occasion  for  it.     The  object  was, 
on  the  contrary,  ai  property,  to  destroy  its  use — to  an- 
[  ni  hi  late  it. 

,        Should  the  owner  even  he  willing  to  surrender  it  for 
I  a  just  compensation,  he  knew  of  no  rightful  authority  to 
apply  the  public  funds  to  the  purchase  or  emancipation 
of  slaves.     He  doubted  whether  tlie  United  States  could 
lawfully  become  a  slaveholder.     It  did  not  vary  the  cAse 
.  to  say  the  purchase  would  be  made  with  the  benevolent 
.   purpose  of  emancipating  them.    If  they  could  purchase, 
they  might  hold;  if  they  could  buy,  they  might  sell;  if 
^    they  could  emancipate,  they  might  prescribe  the  con- 
ditions   of  emancipation.      And  what    conditions,   he 
,    desired  to  know,  was  it  expected  to  impose  >    He  knew 
,    of  no  clause  in  the  constitution  by  which  the  restraints 
I    to  be  laid  upon  emancipated  slaves  were  defined;  nor 
which  gave  to  it  power  to  create  another  distinct  and 
anomalous  class,  in  addition  to  that  already  existing  in 
tht«i  Uistricr,  of  persons  nominally  free,  but  politically 
slaves.     Or  was  it  designed  to  make  them  absolutely 
and  really  free'  to  confer  on  them  all  the  privileges  of 
citizenship'     Were  they  to  be  admiited  to  the  council 
boards    To  lake  their  seats  in  the  jury  box/     To  be 
\    elevated  to  the  bench/    To  be  eligible  to  all  the  offices 
of  Government'     Were  they  to  be  intro<luced  into  our 
social  circles'    l*he  southern  people,  while  they  retain- 
ed their  present  feelings,  would  never  tolerate  such  a 
state  of  society.     Those  feelings  were  deeply  interwoven 
m  their  nature,  and  would  continue  to  have  their  in- 
fluence, possibly,  till  the  Ethiopian  should  change  his 
skin,  or  the  leopard  his  spots. 

Tiie  eighth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  constitu- 
tion was  regarded  by  some  as  conferring  on  Congress 
supreme  authority  over  the  District.  It  was  true  it  gave 
to  it  exclusive  legislation  over  the  ten  miles  square,  but 
exclusive  was  not  synonymous  with  unlimited.  It  must 
still  legislate  within  constitutional  limits.  It  could  no 
more  transcend  those  limits  within  the  District,  than  be- 
yond it.  It  had  no  more  power  to  confiscate  the  prop- 
erty of  its  inhabitants,  than  to  subject  them  to  ex  po»t 
facto  laws,  or  deprive  them  of  the  liberty  of  speech  or 
the  press. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Ifozrsoll] 
had  adverted  to  a  clause  in  the  Virginia  act  of  cession. 
That  clau^  was  intended  to  prevent  the  United  States 
from  acquiring  an  interest  in  the  soil,  or  interfering 
with  landed  titles.  Its  literal  import  might  seem,  at  ttie 
firtt  blush,  to  warrant  the  construction  alluded  to,  be- 
cause it  was  confined  in  terms  to  land  only.  But  that 
constrttction  was  not  warranted  by  the  true  spirit  of  the 
instrument,  or  of  the  constitution,  though  the  right  of 
the  citizens  to  their  lands  was  expressly  guarantied. 
But  it  by  no  means  followed  that  all  other  property  was 
left  at  the  mercy  of  Congress.  The  constitution  pro- 
tected all  private  property  against  seizure,  unless  re- 
quired for  public  use.    It  is  not  to  be  believed  that 


Virginia  and  Maryland  would  ever  have  consented  to  a , 
transfer  of  their  citizens,  subjecting  them  to  be  dispos- 
sessed of  their  property,  or  be  exiled  from  their  homes, 
at  tlie  will  of  a  Legislature  in  whose  election  they  had 
no  voice.  Let  us  suppose  the  District  had  been  ceded 
by  States  whose  institutions  did  not  admit  of  slavery — 
by  New  York  and  Pennsylvania.  What  would  have 
been  thouglit  of  a  petition  from  the  South  to  establish 
slavery  within  the  limits  of  the  grant/  It  would  have 
been  regarded,  as  it  ought,  as  asking  a  violation  of  law, 
and  a  breach  of  good  f;iith.  Yet  the  same  authority 
which  was  supposed  to  warrant  the  abolition  of  slavery 
by  (*ongress,  would  seem  to  warrant  its  establishment; 
and  the  one  attempt  would  be  no  less  a  breach  of  good 
fuith  than  the  other. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  had  not  thought  it  relevant  or  proper 
to  discuss  the  genecal  question  of  slavery;  still  less  had. 
he  considered  himself  at  liberty  to  vindicate  the  right 
of  the  slaveholding  States  to  mould  their  domestic 
institutions,  in  accordance  with  their  views.  He  could 
recognise  no  authority  in  Congress  to  call  any  State  to 
answer  at  its  bar  fur  the  exercise  of  this  undoubted 
right,  lie  excepted  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  tribunal. 
He  felt  bound  to  opptise  the  attempt  at  the  threshold. 
In  doing,  this,  however,  he  was  very  far  frorfl  desiring 
to  abridge  the  sacred  right  of  petition.  The  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams]  need  feel  no 
alarm.  That  right  would  not  be  invaded,  or  an  attempt 
made  to  destroy  the  liberty  of  speech  or  of  the  press. 
There  was  no  danger  of  another  sedition  law.  Yet 
some  limits  even  to  the  freedom  of  speech  and  the  presa 
had  at  all  times  existed,  and  seemed  essential  to  the 
protection  of  society.  One  who  should  counsel  or  com- 
mand another  to  commit  a  murder,  or  who  should  print 
and  circulate  slanderous  imputations  upon  chsracter, 
would  scarcely  be  permitted  to  plead  the  liberty  of 
speech  or  the  press  in  bar  of  a  prosecution.  Still  lest 
ought  such  a  defence  to  avail  those  who  would  instigate 
the  massacre  of  a  whole  community. 

Gentlemen  had  complained  of  the  warmth  manifested 
in  this  debate  by  members  from  the  South.  Great  al- 
lowances, he  thought,  ought  to  be  made,  if,  situated  •• 
they  were,  they  could  not  wholly  repress  their  feelings, 
or  view  this  subject  as  calmly  as  those  who  inhabit  cool- 
er regions,  and  are  more  distant  fr<)m  the  scene  of  dan- 
ger. But  whittever  heat  might  be  exhibited  on  this  oc- 
casion, party  feeling  at  least  should  not  be  mingled  with 
it.  Considerations  of  infinitely  greater  magnitude  than 
the  petty  interests  of  party  influenced  the  people  of 
the  South.  They  were  contending  for  the  preservation 
of  their  property,  for  the  security  of  their  lives.  He 
would  confidently  appeal  to  liis  colleague  [Mr.  Masov] 
who  came  from  ihat  section  of  the  State  in  which  the 
new  sect  had  celebrated  its  orgies  in  the  blood  of  wo- 
men and  children,  to  say  whether  the  movement  on  this 
subject  ill  Virginia  was  regarded  as  one  of  a  party  char- 
acter' No,  sir.  From  one  extremity  of  .the  State  to 
the  other  the  people  had  met  together,  without  re- 
spect to  party  distinctions,  to  consult  on  their  com- 
mon interest  and  safety,  and  had  concurred  in  one 
universal  expression  of  execration  and  ivbhorrence  for 
the  enemies  of  our  peace.  It  was  true,  as  had  been 
often  repeated,  a  firebrand  had  been  c;ist  among  us. 
But  it  came  not  from  the  South:  it  came  from  the 
Nortli;  or  rather  from  a  small  band  of  ruffians  which 
the  North  harbors  in  its  bosom.  The  South  desired  to 
extinguish  it:  to  leave  no  spark  alive  that,  at  some  fu- 
ture day,  might  be  blown  into  a  flame  to  consume  the 
temple  uf  our  peace,  our  union,  and  our  liberty. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  uf  Louisiana,  not  perceiving  that  any 
good  could  result  from  prolonging  the  debate,  felt  a  re- 
luctance in  saying  any  thing  upon  the  subject;  but, 
coming  from  a  State,  from  its  peculiar  situation,  more 
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deeply  interested  in  the  qtiettion  than  any  other,  and 
knowing  the    intense    excitement    recently  produced 
among  his  constituents,  by  the  daring  attempts  of  the 
fanatics  of  the  North  to  stimulate  their  sIsYea  to  insur- 
rection, he  considered  it  his  duty  to  offer  a  few  re- 
marks.    He  had  the  honor,  in  part,  he  said,  to  represent 
a  brave  and  patriotic  people,  ardently  attached  to  the 
union  of  the  States t  but  they  are  also  attached  to  their 
Ikmilies  and  to  their  rights  of  property,  and  are  pre- 
pared to  defend  them  when  assailed  from  any  quarter. 
They  would  not  look  on  silently,  and  permit  their  lives 
and  properties  to  be  endangered  by  the  lawless  pro- 
ceedings of  a  wicked  and  contemptible  set  of  fanatics, 
of  a  different  section  of  the  Union,  who  are  unacquaint- 
ed with  them  and  with  the  condition  of  their  slaves, 
who  are  in  a  happy  situation  compared  with  the  peasant- 
ly  and  operatives  in  any  other  part  nf  the  world.     He 
would  not  discuss  the  power  of  Congress  to  abolish 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia.     He  concurred  in 
the  opinion  expressed  by  the  honorable  member  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  TBOMPaoH,]that  the  members  from 
the  southern  States  should  not,  on  any  occasion,  argue 
such  a  Question.     He  would  as  soon  discuss  a  proposi- 
tion to  divest  the  people  of  the  southern  States  of  their 
lands,  or  of  a  proposition  to  abolish  the  Government. 
But  he  would  sav  to  the  abolitionists,  and  entertaining 
the  opinions  he  did  he  could  not  say  less,  that  the  ex- 
ercise of  such  a  power  by  Congress  would  convulse  the 
whole  Union.     The  people  of  the  South  would  not  sub- 
mit to  such  an  act.     They  do  not  believe  that  Congress 
possesses  the  power  to  legislate  upon  the  subject;  and 
they  know  that  such  an  act  of  legislation  would  be  im- 
mediately followed  by  an  attempt  to  emancipate  all  the 
slaves  in  the  Union.     Under  these  circumstances,   it 
would  be  their  duty  to  meet  the  question  at  oncet  and 
knowing  the  feelings  of  the  people  of  the  slaveholding 
States,  as  he  did,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that, 
if  such  an  attempt  should  ever  seriously  be  made  here 
to  effect  the  views  of  the  abolitionists  in  this  respect,  it 
Will  be  met  by  the  united  power  of  the  whole  South, 
and  with  a  spirit  becoming  a  high-minded  people,  act- 
itig  in  defence  of  every  thing  dear  to  them.     He  did 
not  make  these  remarks  from  disrespect  to  any  member 
of  this  honorable  body;  on   the  contrary,  it  afforded 
him  great  pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  the  honorable 
and  kind  feelings  manifested  in  relation  to  this  question, 
by  the  members  from  the  non-slaveholdlng  States  gene- 
rally, towards  their  fellow-citizens  of  the  South;  all  of 
them  seem  to  reprobate  the  incendiary  publications. 
And  whatever  difference  of  opinion  may  exist  as  to  the 
extent  of  the  right  of  petition,  or  as  to  the  power  of 
Congress  to  legislate  upon  the  subject,  he  did  not  be- 
lieve that  five  members  of  this  House — indeed,  he  hoped 
that  not  one  member — desired,  under  the  existing  state 
of  things,  to  see  the  measure  proposed  by  the  petition- 
era  adopted. 

Is  it  not  important,  then,  in  every  point  of  view, 
that  a  course  should  now  be  pursued  that  shall  put 
this  question  to  rest  forever — that  will  allay  the  ex- 
cited feelings  which  prevail,  and  restore  harmony  to 
the  Union ^  flow  is  this  to  be  effected?  Not  by  re- 
ferring the  petitions  to  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  as  proposed  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Asaks,]  nor  by  laying 
them  on  the  table,  as  proposed  by  other  gentlemen. 

Similar  petitions  had  been  referred  to  that  committee 
at  a  former  session,  and  an  able  report  made  adverse  to 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  which  was  unanimously 
adopted  by  this  House;  yet,  at  the  ensuing  session,  a 
number  of  petitions  of  the  same  character  were  present- 
ed«  and  laid  upon  the  table,  by  a  vote  approaching  to 
unanimity.  Did  these  proceedings  silence  the  abolition- 
litsf    No.    They  aeera  to  hate  stimulated  their  zeaf( 


for  we  now  bear  of  loads  of  auch  pctHiont.  Tke 
first  one  presented  at  this  session  wna  dtBpoeedQfc& 
those  presented  at  the  last  session,  having*  been  laid  ap^v 
the  table  without  debate.  Tlioa  it  appemra  that,  aot- 
withiktanding  both  the  courses  now  proponed  to  be  pnr- 
sued  have  heretofore  been  adopted,  conreying"  the  Omm- 
est  evidence  of  the  opinions  and  feelings  of  this  Home,  ik 
abolitionists  are  not  satisfied.  They  appenr  to  be  deter- 
mined to  persevere,  aession  after  session,  until  Uie^ 
effect  their  object.  Are  we  not  called  upon,  then,  bf 
every  consideration  that  can  operate  upon  nneit  who  trs 
attached  to  the  Union,  and  wish  to  allay  the  mngT7  feel- 
ings which  prevail^  and  to  restore  harmony  nmong  t^ 
people,  to  put  an  end  to  this  agitating  question,  bj  e^ 
ther  rejecting  at  once  this  and  all  such  petitions  or  ty 
adopting  a  resolution  declaring  that  Congress  does  fek 
possess  the  power  of  legislating  upon  tl>e  subject.  K 
the  abolitionists,  in  defiance  of  public  opinion,  and  ^ 
the  decisive  votes  of  this  House,  shall  continue  to  seed 
their  incendiary  petitions  •  here,  and  to  keep  alive  the 
apprehensions  of  the  people  of  the  South,  let  Hien  he 
rejected  with  indignation.  He  had  no  coiistitoliaad 
scniples  in  voting  to  reject  their  petitions.  When  pre- 
sented, they  are  in  possession  of  the  House,  to  be  dis- 
posed of  as  it  may  deem  proper.  But  they  may  be  witb 
propriety  rejected,  without  impairing  the  right  of  pet>- 
tion,  on  another  ground.  They  contain  instter  disre- 
spectful to  the  members  of  this  body,  from  the  no^ 
sUveholding  States,  insulting  to  the  people  of  the  Sooth, 
and  are  calculated  to  produce  the  most  disastrous 
sequences  to  the  country.  He  hoped  that  the 
to  reconsider  the  vote  referring  the  petition  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia  would  prermil,  and 
that  it  would  be  rejected,  and  that  a  resolution  similar 
to  the  one  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  CSeorgia 
would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  WISE,  of  Virginia,  rose,  he  said,  to  express  his 
hearty  concurrence  not  only  in  the  views  of  hia  colleague, 
[Mr.  RoBBBTSoir,]  but  in  his  expression  of  thsnks  to  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Iugbssoll] 
for  his  kind  motives  and  sentiments  and  sympathies  to- 
wards the  South.  But,  sir,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  at  the  same  tine 
that  I  ascribe  all  proper  motives  to  the  gentleman,  and 

J^i%*e  him  the  right  band  of  fellowship  for  his  noble  and  kiod 
eeling  towards  us,  he  must  permit  me  to  inform  the 
House  of  the  fact  that  1  have  already  astonished  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  by  informing  him,  that  if  1  were  to 
vote  for  the  resolutions  which  he  has  offered,  declanng 
that  Congress  has  no  power  of  legislation  over  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery  in  the  States,  I  should  be  scouted — scout- 
ed, sir — from  the  district  and  by  the  people  whom  I 
represent. 

To  declare  that  Congress  has  no  power  to  abolish 
slaverv  in  the  States!  Has  it  come  to  this^  Is  the  ques- 
tion already  pushed  beyond  the  Rubicon  >  Has  it  passed 
through  the  District  of  Columbia,  crossed  the  Potomac, 
and  reached  the  shores  of  Virginia?  If  it  has,  that  is 
what  1  wish  to  know-^what  the  South  should  know. 
But,  no,  sir,  that  is  not  the  meaning  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  though  that  would  be  the  interpre- 
tation of  my  constituents.  He  means  tranquillity,  peace, 
confidence,  and  union.  We  mean  precisely  the  same 
thing;  and  hia  resolutions  only  show  how  little  the  good 
and  the  patriotic  of  both  the  North  and  the  South  under* 
stand  each  other  upon  this  delicate  subject.  Hia  reso- 
lutions would  be  the  farthest  from  giving  ua  tranquillity, 
peace,  and  confidence,  as  a  guard  and  guarantee  of  our 
rights  and  safety.  Sir,  the  gentleman  has  every  qualifi« 
cation,  like  his  own  great  physicians  of  Philadelphia,  of 
a  good  physician,  but  the  opportunities  of  observation 
and  information  have  not  enabled  him  or  them  to  judge 
I  of  southern  complaints.  He  must  first  see  and  talk  with 
I  us,  and  feel' our  pulse,  before  he  can  prescribe. 


2025 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


2026 


Dbc.  23,  1835.] 


Slavery  in  the  DUirici  of  Coiumbia. 


[H.  or  R. 


The  gentleman  nys  by  adopling^  hia  resolutions  we  shaU  j 
avoid  alt  doubtful  questions,  and  simply  declare  truths  and  | 
principles  which  are  admitted  by  all,  and  never  were 
doubted  by  any.  And  that,  «r,  is  exactly  wliat  the  South 
can  never  consent  to.     We  can  never  consent  to  declare 
merely  those  oF  our  rights  which  no  one  can,  and  which 
no  one  shall  ever  doubt,  and  to  abandon  those  which  are 
continually  attacked,  and  which  thousands  are  continu- 
ally endeavoring,  even  under  the  right  of  petition,  the 
freedom    of  debate,  the   freedom  of  the    press,  the 
freedom  of  religion,  and  the  power  of  the  constitution,  to 
destroy.     To  adopt  the  resolutions  of  the  gentleman, 
would  be  to  imply  that  a  doubt  existed  as  to  our  powers 
of  legislation  over  slavery  in  the  States,  where  none  ever 
did  exist — as  to  which  tlie  case  was,  and  ever  has  been,  a 
clear  one;  and  would  conclude  us  forever  upon  this  de- 
(ratable  and  doubtful  ground  of  the  ten   miles  square. 
We  wish  to  exclude  all  such  conclusions,  and  to  settle 
only  the  questions  upon  which  some  doubt  is  pretended. 
Here,  in  this  District,  is  the  doubt,  the  only  doubt,  on 
this  subject,  which  we  can  ever  admit,  even  by  implica- 
cation;  and  it  is  this  doubt,  here,  which  the  South  wishes 
to  be  settled.     It  is  not  the  way,  sir,  to  tranquillize  the 
ptiblic  mind,  to  leave  doubtful  questions  unsettled,  much 
less  to  start  doubts  where  they  were  never  dresmed  of. 
We  must  grapple  with  this  question,  though  it  grapples 
with  the  vitals  of  the  constitution. 

I'he  North  is  mistaken:  we  are  not  understood.     Sir, 
we  are  not  afraid  of  this  question,  or  of  its  discussion, 
because  we  wish  to  explain   our  feelings  and  opinions, 
and  desire  them  to  be  more  fully  known,  and  to  be  bet- 
ter understood.     Some  are  for  laying  these  petitions  on 
the  table,  and  others  are  for  putting  them  to  sleep,  by 
referrring  them  to  a  committee.     Would  either  course 
settle  the  question^    I  know  it  will  not.     1  know  my 
own  people,  and  I  know  it  is  their  fixed  determination 
to  allow  of  no  doubt  in  regard  to  this  matter.     Their 
wish  is  not  that  this  subject  shall  be  discussed  for  effect, 
to  answer  or  subserve  any  sinister  purpose,  or  to  arouse 
any  unnecessary  excitement;  but  alone  with  a  view  to  a 
settlement  of  this  strife  forever,  by  obtaining  from  Con- 
gress a  declaration,  not  of  war,  but  of  peace  and  safety. 
We  bring  not  the  subject  before  you;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, we  wish  to  protest,  and  call  on  you  to  protest 
with  us,  against  these  petitions  which  come  here,  against 
our  peace,  property,  and  lives,  bringing  with  them  civil 
discord  and  danger  of  disunion.     We  invite  not  the  sub- 
ject, but  wish  Congress  to  say  with  us  to  tlie  North, 
**  Hold  off*!"    Yes,  sir,  that  is  our  feeling.   In  the  midst 
of   servile  insurrection,  we  would  say  to  the  North, 
*•  Hold  off*!"    Above  the  cries  of  midnight  murders,  we 
would  cry  to  the  North,  «  Hold  off*!"     When  the  torch 
of  the  incendiary  shall  •<  make  the  darkness  of  midnight 
glitter  with  the  blaze  of  our  dwellings,"  to  light  assassins 
to  their  victims,  we  will,  with  an  infant  in  one  hand  and 
the  weapon  of  defence  in  the  other,  still  cry  to  the 
North,   ••Hold  off!"    And,  sir,  if  Congress  will  but 
take  up  the  subject  and  adopt  a  resolution  which  1  siiall 
in  due  time  oner,  disclaiming  all  power  to  grant  the 
prayers  of  these  petitioners,  you  will,  before  it  is  too 
Ute,  say  to  the  North,  <•  Hold  off"!" 

There  is  one  other  way  to  settle  this  question,  and  to 

give  permanent  security  for  the  peace  and  safety,  not  of 

the  South  alone,  but  of  the  whole  country.     To  say  to 

such  petitioners  it  is  Inexpedient,  it  is  dangerous,  to  grant 

your  prayers,  is  to  say  a  vain  thing,  as  long  as  they  live 

under  the  conviction  that  you  have  the  power  to  do 

whay  they  ask.    Tell  me  not,  sir,  that  such  advice  and 

luch  wisdom  will  allay  the  Are  of  fanaticism.    It  is  worse 

'       than  vain  to  reason  with  infatuation.     They  will  cease 

'       to  inflame  the  country  only  when  they  are  convinced 

'       that  their  own  efforts  are  vain.    Say  to  them,  •'  You  are 

'       not  only  asking  ua  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the  country. 


but  to  violate  its  constitution;  and  they  will  then  see  it  it 
vain  to  petition.  Sir,  it  is  not  because  these  petitions 
are  insulting  to  us  that  I  object  to  their  presentation— I, 
fur  one,  could  not  be  insulted  by  the  ravings  of  madmen: 
it  is  not  because  they  endanger  our  property  and  lives — 
we  are  fully  able  to  protect  ourselves;  but  it  is  because 
they  ask  us  to  violate  the  constitution — to  break  the  cov- 
enant of  our  Union,  and  to  destroy  that  Union  itself,  that 
I  would  not  entertain  them  fur  a  moment  as  subjects  of 
legislation. 

So  far  has  this  matter  gone  that  nothing  will  now 
satisfy  tlie  South  but  the  settlement  of  this  vexed  ques- 
tion— "  Has  Congress  the  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Cultimbia?"  II  these  petitions  prayed  for  the 
passage  of  a  law  undeniably  unconstitutional— if  they 
prayed  for  the  establishment  of  a  religion,  the  union  of 
church  and  state,  an  ex  post  facto  law,  or  a  bill  of  attain- 
der— ^they  would  be  harmless;  for  there  could  be  no 
prospect  of  action  upon  them  to  shake  the  very  founda- 
tion of  the  Government.  *They  might  be  received  in 
safety,  and  might  be  laid  on  the  table  without  fear  of 
their  being  ever  called  up.  But,  sir,  they  pray  for  that 
which  they  say,  snd  some  on  this  floor  say,  they  may 
rightfully  claim  to  have  granted  to  them.  They  pray 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  this  District;  they  pray  for 
wliat  it  is  said  they  have  the  right  to  petition;  they  pray 
for  the  blood  of  the  covenant!  Upon  their  skirts,  not 
upon  ours,  say  we,  be  the  blood  of  that  covenant,  if  it 
must  be  shed—a  sacrifice  to  raving  fanaticism  and  folly! 
When  must  the  controversy  endf  What  security  is  there 
that  the  fearful  controversy  is  not  yet  to  commenced  Can 
we  be  quiet  whilst  the  question  is  mooted— «  Has  Con- 
gress the  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia?" That  is  the  question.  We  say  no.  Who  here 
says  ay  f 

1  will  show,  sir,  by  the  constitution,  that  there  is  no 
such  power  in  Congress.  Congress  is  created  the  Legps- 
lature  of  the  Union,  with  certain  specific  powers  of  na- 
tional legislation  granted;  and  the  powers  not  delegated 
to  the  United  States  nor  prohibited  to  the  States  are  re- 
served to  the  States  or  to  the  people.  Over  the  people 
of  the  States  of  this  Union  the  powers  given  to  Congress 
are  enumerated  and  limited.  Among  the  granted  pow- 
ers is  the  power — 

'*  To  exercise  exclusive  legislation,  in  all  cases  what- 
soever, over  such  district,  &c.,  as  may  by  cession  of  par- 
ticular States,  &c.,  become  the  seat  of  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  Exercise  like  authority  over  all 
places  purchased,  by  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  in  which  the  same  shall  be,  fur  the  erection  of 
forts,"  8ic. 

Thus  Congress  is  constituted  a  Legislature  in  two  char- 
acters and  in  a  twofold  relation. 

It  is  a  national  Legislature  for  the  Union,  witli  specific 
and  enumerated  powers.     And, 

It  is  a  local  Legislature,  with  '•  exclusive  legislation, 
in  all  cases  whatsoever,  over"  the  District  of  Columbia. 
In  order  to  decide  this  great  and  serious  question  cor- 
rectly, all  that  We  have  to  do  is  to  bear  in  mind  the  fact 
of  this  double  relation  of  Congress,  and  the  proper  dis- 
tinction between  Congress  as  a  national  and  Congress  at 
a  local  Legislature. 

Do  these  petitions  come  to  us  in  the  one  character  or 
in  the  other ^  They  cannot  come  to  us  as  the  legislature 
of  the  Union,  for  it  will  not  be  contended  that  there  is 
any  such  power  enumerated  or  implied  even  in  the  con- 
stitution, as  that  which  they  ask  of  us  to  exercise  as  the 
national  Legislature.  They  are  sent  to  us  as  the  local 
Legislature  for  the  District;  and  what  do  the  words  "to 
exercise  exclusive  legislation  in  all  cases  whatsoever" 
mean? 

These  words  certainly  give  to  Congress  alone,  exclu- 
siyely,  the  power  to  legislate  for  the  District  of  Colom- 
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bia.  No  State  can  leffUUte  for  it,  and  the  District,  not 
beinp  represented,  cannot  l^g-islate  for  itself.  The  ques- 
tion IS  what  powrer  of  leipislation  is  f^ven?  To  what  ex- 
tent may  Congress  in  its  local  character  legislate' 

It  is  readily  admitteci  that  Congress,  as  a  local  I>rgis- 
lattire,  has  to  sfime  extent  a  power  of  legislation  over 
the  people  of  the  District,  which  it  has  not  as  a  national 
Legislature  over  the  people  of  the  States.  This  clause 
of  the  constitution  undoubtedly  df)es  not  mean  that  the 
enumerated  powers  of  Congress  to  legislate  over  the 
States  only,  shall  he  exercised  exclusively  over  the  Dis- 
trict; fur  many  of  these  powers,  belonging  to  the  national 
Legislature,  ure  wholly  inapplicable,  and  all  wholly  in- 
adequate to  the  various  obj  cts  of  municipal  regulations 
for  which  Congress  alone  can  and  must  provide  by  law 
in  the  District.  But  whilst  the  constitution  does  give 
**  exclusive*'  legislation  over  the  District,  it  does  not  de- 
fine the  powers  of  that  legislation.  It  is  true,  it  uses 
the  sweeping,  and,  to  many  minds,  the  absolute  terms, 
<*  in  all  cases  whatsoever;*'  bnt  still  the  question  remains, 
is  this  legislation  absolute  and  unlimited— is  it  supreme 
and  uncontrolled }  Docs  the  constitution  make  this  locil 
Legii»laturea  "supreme  power"  to« 'prescribe** any  ••rule 
of  civil  conduct"  in  the  Diatrict  of  Columbia,  as  Parlia- 
ment may  in  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britian^ 

Surely  there  is  enough  gruKl  sense  and  sound  logic  in 
this  House  to  ward  off  the  conclusion  that,  because  the 
power  of  this  local  Legislature  is  undefined,  it  is,  there- 
fore, unchecked  and  unrestrained.  Do  any  contend 
for  such  a  proposition?  If  so,  let  us  follow  out  its  re- 
sults to  the  most  monstrous  absurdities. 

There  are  certain  clauses  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  which  restrain  Congress,  as  this  national 
legislature,  from  passing  certain  laws:  As  that  which 
forbids  the  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  the 
passage  of  a  bill  of  attainder  or  ex  pott  facto  law;  a  law 
respecting  the  establishment  of  religion,  or  prohibiting 
the  free  exercise  thereor;  or  abridging  the  freedom  of 
speech  or  of  the  press;  or  the  right  of  the  people  to 
assemble  and  petition;  or  the  right  of  the  people  to  keep 
and  bear  arms;  or  the  right  to  be  secure  in  persons 
houses,  papers,  and  effects:  As  in  that  which  aays: 
••Nor  shall  private  property  be  taken  for  public  use, 
without  just  compensation.'*  Will  it  be  contended  that 
the  local  Legislature  of  the  District  of  Columbia  has  un- 
limited power  to  pass  laws  impairing  any  of  titese  rights? 
Ag^in:  to  go  further.  Congress  is  prohibited  from 
passing  certain  laws,  partial  in  their  operation  as  be- 
tween the  States  eo  nomine:  As  in  that  clause  which 
provides  that  ••  No  tax  or  duty  shall  be  laid  on  articles 
exported  from  any  State.  No  preference  shall  be 
given  to  the  ports  of  one  State  over  those  of  another; 
nor  shall  vessels  bound  to  or  from  one  State,  he 
obliged  to  enter,  clear,  or  pay  duties,  in  another." 
Can  the  local  Legislature  for  the  District  of  Columbia 
pass  a  law  taxing  articles  exported  from  Alexandria' 
Can  it  give  a  preference  to  the  ports  of  the  District 
over  those  of  the  Ststes  of  the  Union,  because  this  pref- 
erence is  prohibited  as  between  one  State  only  and 
another?  Can  it  oblige  vessels  to  or  from  the  States  to 
enter,  clear,  or  pay  duties,  in  the  District? 

Again,  sir,  the  constitution  requires  certain  duties 
and  obligations  fVnm  one  State  to  another  to  be  dis- 
chargped  and  observed.  ••The  citizens  of  each  State 
shall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immunities  of  citi- 
zens in  the  several  States."  Can  the  loc4il  Legislature  of 
this  District  deprive  any  citizen  of  a  State  of  any  of  his 
privileges  and  immunities,  because  the  District,  eo  nom- 
ine, is  not  named  in  this  clause?  And  ''no  person  held 
to  service  or  labor  in  one  State,  under  the  laws  thereof, 
escaping  into  another,  shall,  in  consequence  of  any 
Jaw  or  regulation  therein,  be  discharged  from  such 
■ervice  or  labor,  but  shall  be  delivered  up  on  claim  of 


the  parly  to  whom  such  service  nr  labor  nmy  be  doe.' 
Here  is  a  most  important  provision,  one  of   the  sicrd 
compromises  of  the  Union — the  guarantee  of  sl«ve  prt»p- 
erty.     Will  it  be  contended  that  this  provw«Bn  of  iW 
conatitution,  so  sacred  to  the  South,  can  be  nullified  br 
the  local  Legislature  of  this  District?     Ttiat  it  cotild  pu 
a  law  in  the  District— not  being  a  State — which   www 
free  every  fugitive  slave  ••the  moment  he  set  his  foot  <=• 
the  soiP"     Sir,  the  bare  po^ibiUty  of  this  can«inicf« 
is  enough  to  account  for  all  the  sensitiveness  oT  the  S<»rb 
on  this  question  of  abolition  here.     Admit  this  cnnstmc- 
tion  of  unlimited  legislntion  over  the  Dlstricf,  and  tt  a 
pUin  and  obvious  that  every  fugitive  slave,  at  least  frm 
the   States  «s  well  as  all  slaves  in  the  District,  wilJ  be 
free  loo  soon  for  the  safety  of  this  Government.     1  te 
faith,  the  compromise,  the  guarantee,  the  const  it  ntiea. 
which   our  fathers  pledged  and  made  with  each  of  he-, 
will  be  gone  forever.      And  who  can  say  that   fanaiks 
and  incendiaries  have  not  had  this  cunning  to  mark  t^ 
device  for  universal  emancipation — that  they  wosild  wt 
have  the  heart  to  mutilate  the  plain  letter  of  the  coa^an 
tMtion  by  this  verbal  criticism?    Can  there  be  a  doubt 
hut  that  we  would  be  rent  asunder  by  the  ««enteriit 
wedge'*  of  abolition  in  the  District?     Can  there  be* 
dotibt  that  this  power  would  be  claimed?     This  clsum  of 
abolition  in  the  District  is  not  an  imlirect   but  a  trirecl 
claim  of  the  power  of  abolition  in  the  States.      lie  who 
says  that  it  would  be  merely  ««inexpedient»*  to  abolis* 
slavery  in  the  District,  snysthatit  would  be  merely  "ia- 
expedieiit"  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  Statea. 

Again:   The  constitution   prohibits  the    States   fro« 
dning  many  ac«s   without   mentioning  the    Diatrict  «^ 
Columbia.     ••  No  State  shall  enter  into  any  treaty,  alli- 
ance,  or  confederation;  grant  letters  of  marqvie  and 
reprisal;  coin  money,"  &c."-(Sec.  10,  art  1.)      Wdl  it 
be  said  that  the  local  Legislature  of  this  Diatrict  can  do 
any  of  these  acts*     Certainly  the   District  of  Columbia 
can  do  what  none  of  the  States  of  this  Union  can  do^  if 
this  construction  of  the  phrase  ••  exclusive  lepslat ion  m 
all  eases  whatsoever,"  as  contended   for  necessarily  by 
those  who  attempt  to  abolish  slavery  here,  be  the  cor- 
rect constniction  of  the  constitution.     In  short,  if  tliis 
construction  of  these  words  be  correct,  there  is  no  re- 
straint upon  the  general  powers  of  Congress  in  favor  of 
civil  rights  and  privileges  in  this  District;  there  is  no 
proliibition  of  the  passage  of  partial  laws  by  the  local 
Legislature  of  this  District,  injuriously  affecting-,  in  fact 
destroying,  all  the  rights  and  eqyali<y  of  the  States. 
None  of  the  reciprocal  and  mutual  duties  and  obligmtions 
of  the  people  of  the  States  belong  to  the  people  of  the 
District  of  Columbia;  and  the  local  Legialalure  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  distinct  from  the  Legislature  of  the 
Union  and  the  State  legislatures  <nsy  do  what  neither 
the  Legislature  of  the  Union  nor  the  State  Legislatures 
may  do,  and  what  the  constitution  never  intended  should 
be  done  by  any  power  in  the  country.     The  District  of 
Columbia  might  be  either  the  most  favored  and  free,  or 
the  most  enslaved  and  oppressed,  of  any  portion  of  tbe 
United  States;  and  there  would  be  an  uncontrolled,  ir- 
responsible, and  untaxed  despotism  at  once  established, 
without  the  slow  pace  of  progreMive  steps  to  glut  upon 
all  that  is  free  and  all  that  is  fair  in  this  happy  land! 
Such  a  construction  cannot  prevail  unless  there  be  a  set- 
tled determination  not  to  keep  the  good  faiih  of  the 
federal  compact. 

If,  then,  such  a  construction  is  absurd,  and  this  clause 
of  the  constitution  does  not  confer  absolute  power  of 
legislation,  by  what  is  the  local  legislation  of  Congress 
restrained,  and  how  fur?  I  think,  sir,  from  what  has 
been  said,  we  may  lay  down  some  general  rules,  at  least, 
which  restrain  legislation  over  the  District.  I  would  say, 
sir,  1st,  that  nothing  which  Congress  is  expressly  pro- 
hibited by  the  constitution  from  doing  as  a  national 
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I^ei^islaiure,  can  it  do  as  a  local  Legislature  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

2d.  That  all  the  duties  and  oblij^ations  which  the  States 
are  bound  by  the  constitution  to  dischargfe  and  observe 
from  one  to  the  other,  the  District  of  Columbia  or  its 
I^egislature  is  bound  to  discharge  and  observe  towards 
the  States,  respectively. 

3d.  That  the  local  l>egislature  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia can  do  no  act  or  pass  no  law  which  the  States 
are  prohibited  from  doing  or  passing  by  the  constitution. 
Sir,  in  addition  to  these  rules,  deduced,  and  necessa> 
rily  deduced,  from  the  constitution,  it  has  already  been 
decided  by  that  judge,  who  is  now  in  heaven  reaping 
the  rewards  of  his  righteous  judgments^by  Marshall — 
that  there  are  great  leading  principles  in  the  nature  of 
society  and  of  government  which  prescribe  limits  to  our 
leifrislation.     In  Fletchers  t».  Peck,  6  Cranch,  he  says: 
**  It  may  well  be  doubted  whether  the  nature  of  society 
•and  of  government  does  not  prescribe  some  limits  to  the 
leg^islative  power;  and,  if  any  be  prescribed,  where  are 
they  to  be  found,  if  the  property  of  an  individual,  fairly 
and  honestly  acquired,  may  be  seized  without  compen- 
sation? To  the  Legislature  all  legislative  power  is  grant- 
ed; but  the  question,  whether  the  act  of  transferring  the 
property  of  an  individual  to  the  public  be  in  the  nature 
of  the  legislative  power,  is  well  worthy  of  serious  reflec- 
tion."    **  How  far  the  power  of  giving  the  law  may  in- 
volve every  other  power,  in  cases  where  the  constitution 
is  silent,  never  has  been,  and  perhaps  never  can  be, 
definitely  stated."     Even  so,  sir,  where  the  constitution 
is  silent,  but  here,  fortunately,  the  constitution  speaks 
too  plainly  to  be  misunderstood.     It  expressly  declares 
that  *'  private  property  shall  not  be  taken  for  public  use, 
without  just  compensation." 

Sir,  several  of  the  States  of  this  Union  have  gradually 
emancipated  the  staves  within  their  borders,  in  their  own 
way,  and  in  their  own  time.  But  no  State,  to  the  honor 
of  the  nation  and  its  institutions,  has  ever  yet  violated 
the  great  principle  of  vested  rights.  None  of  them  have 
ever,  within  my  knowledge,  taken  slave  property, 
against  the  consent  of  the  owners,  and  without  compen- 
sation. They  have  never  gone  farther  than,  with  the 
unanimous  consent  of  nnasters,  to  adopt  what  is  cilled 
the  '*fKMf  naii**  principle,  and  to  declare  that  riglits 
which  did  not  ^xibt  at  the  time  should  never  exist — to 
make  those  free  which  would  in  future  have  been  slaves. 
It  may  be  well  8ai<1,  in  reference  to  State  legislation, 
that  "  private  property  can  only  be  taken  for  public 
use."  What  '*  use"  is  a  slave  taken  for,  wlio  is  taken 
for  emancipation } 

Why,  sir,  that  which  can  only  be  taken  for  «  use," 

would  be  taken  to  be  disqualified  for  **UBe."    True, 

yoti  may  say  there  is  a  ''use"  of  policy,  of  philanthropy, 

of  fancy,  or  fanaticism,  for  which  a  slave  may^  be  taken; 

but  that  is  not  the  true  sonse  of  the  constitution.     The 

only  foundation  of  the  Government's  right  to  take  a 

slave,  is,  that  he  is  private  property— the  Government 

cannot  change  the  relation  of  master  and  slave,  even  for 

public  use.     The  Government  may  impress  a  horse  or  a 

slave  for  the  public  use  of  defending  a  city,  or  fur  any 

other  emergency.     If  the  horse  or  slave  be  destroyed, 

the  Government  must  make  just  compensation  fur  the 

entire  value;  and  if  not  destroyed,  they  are  returned  to 

the  roaster.     The  power  to  change  ail  the  relations  of 

property  and  ownership,  and  to  destroy  vested  rights, 

cannot  be  admitted  to  be  in  the  State  Legislatures  eve ni 

they  coold  not  make  compensation  without  taxing  their 

people  to  pay  themselves,  which  is  no  compensation  at 

ill*    The  **  nature  of  society  and  of  government"  in 

the  District  of  Columbia  restrains  the  local  Legislature 

liere,  much  more  than  **the  nature  of  society  and  of 

government"  in  the  States  restrains  their  liegtslatures. 

Remember,  sir,  that  the  local  Legislature  here  is  distinct 


from  the  national;  and,  if  so,  where  are  the  coffers  of 
the  I«egislature  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  from  which 
to  make  just  compensation?  Can  this  local  Legislature 
plunder  the  Treasury  of  the  national  Legislature;  take 
the  money  of  your  constituents  and  of  mme,  to  pay  for 
emancipated  slaves  here.'  The  entire  revenue  of  which 
Congress  has  control  belongs  to  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  and  not  to  the  Treasury  of  the  District  of 
Columbia.  The  purposes  for  which  that  national  treas- 
ure shall  be  appropriated  are  specified;  the  powers  all 
enumerated  which  can  touch  it.  Is  there  such  a  pur- 
pose or  such  a  power  as  to  purchase  slaves'  If  they 
may  be  bought  for  freedom,  may  they  not  be  bought  for 
bondage?  Will  these  petitioners  themselves  contend 
that  the  Government  can  become  a  slaveholder  and 
taskmaster?  And,  if  the  local  Legislature  shall  not  use 
the  funds  of  the  national  Legislature  for  such  purpose 
as  this  what  other  means  has  it  to  abolish  slavery  by 
making  just  compensation?  Will  you  rub  Peter  to  pay 
Paul,  tax  the  right  hand  to  pay  the  left,  tax  the  slave- 
holders themselves  to  pay  themselves? 

A}(ain,  and  above  all,  will  you  dare  to  tax  a  people  to 
pay  themselves,  who  are  without  representation  of  their 
own  choice?  Taxation  without  representation,  to  take 
private  property  for  no  public  use,  against  the  consent 
of  the  owners,  would  be  the  very  essence  of  tyranny 
and  oppression.  The  constitution  must  forbid  so  violent 
a  wrong,  and  no  right  of  petition  or  any  other  right  can 
claim  to  effect  it. 

And,  sir,  as  to  this  right  of  petition,  what  common  in- 
terest in  slavery  here  have  the  people  of  Maine  or 
Mass.achusetts  with  the  people  of  this  District?  These 
petitioners  must  pray  to  us  as  the  local  Legislature  of 
tl)e  District.  This  local  Legislature  is  to  this  District 
what  the  State  Legislature  of  Virginia  is  to  that  State. 
Have  the  people  of  the  nonslaveholding  States  a  right 
to  petition  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  to  abolish  slavery 
within  her  limits?  No  more  have  any  other  people  than 
the  District  people  themselves  a  right  to  petition  the  lo- 
cal Legislature  here  to  abolish  slavery  in  their  limits,  if 
it  be  a  subject  of  petition  and  legislation  at  all.  These 
fanatics  are  as  alien  to  this  tender  interest  as  the  foreign- 
er Thompson,  whom  they  have  r.ursed  like  a  viper  in 
their  bosoms. 

But,  sir,  local  legislation  in  this  District  is  still  more  re- 
strained by  the  affinity  of  this  local  to  the  national  Legis- 
lature. Though  we  constitute  two  distinct  Legislatures, 
yet  we  arc  the  same  body  of  men.  At  the  same  time 
we  are  the  Lef^islature  of  this  District,  we  are  the  Legis- 
lature of  tliis  Union.  The  same  Congress  which  enacts 
municipal  laws  for  the  people  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, is  the  high  constitutional  law)>;iver  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States.  The  same  biHly  of  legislators  which 
is  hound  to  protect  and  provide  for  the  local  welfare  of 
this  people  immediately  around  ua,  is,  by  a  paramount  du- 
ty and  interest,  bound  to  protect  and  provide  for  the 
general  welfare  of  this  whtUe  nation.  This  is  incorpo- 
rated deeply  in  the  bosom  of  the  constitution,  and  is  no 
princ'ple  of  mere  expediency.  What  would  be  the  con- 
sequence of  exercishig  or  attempting  to  exercise  this 
legislative  power  claimed  ^  Congress  never  can  act  upon 
the  subject  of  abolition  in  the  District,  with  the  consent 
of  a  majority  of  the  people  of  this  nation.  The  South 
will  always  be  unanimous,  and  I  flatter  myself^  sir,  that 
we  shall  always  have  a  large  minority  at  least  of  patriot- 
ism and  intelligence  with  us  in  the  North.  No  human 
tongue  can  tell  the  consequences — fanaticism  would  tri- 
umph, indeed,  and  this  nation  would  bid  a  long  farewell 
to  all  its  glory,  freedom,  and  happiness!  This  Congress, 
which  is  solemnly  bound  by  the  constitution  to  protect 
the  States  of  this  Union  from  domestic  violence,  would, 
by  abolishing  slavery  in  this  District,  send  a  flaming  torch 
of  discord  throughout  the  land;  excite  insurrection  and 
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rebellion;  force  retintance  to  violations  of  civil  rifphtt, 
and  eventually  diaiolve  the  Union.  By  madly  attempt* 
ing  to  knock  imaginary  manacles  from  oflT  the  liands  of 
some  few  nominal  slaves,  it  wotild  meri^e  a  prosperous 
nation  of  happy  freemen  into  the  horrors  of  a  bloody 
revolution,  and  finally  handcuff  both  bond  and  free  with 
the  chains  of  inevitable  despotism! 

But,  sir,  let  us  advert  to  the  reading  of  the  constitu- 
tion again.  If  Congress  has  entire  and  al»o1ute  legisla- 
tion over  this  District,  it  has  the  power  to  exercise  '*like 
authority  over  all  places  purchased,  by  the  consent  of 
the  State  Legislatures,  for  the  ereciinn  of  forts,"  &c. 
Now,  sir,  I  put  this  case;  Old  Point  Comfort  is  a  place 
purchased  for  the  erection  of  a  fort  in  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia. There  are  a  number  of  slaves  hired  out  there 
from  the  adjoining  counties.  Some  persons  1  believe, 
have  removed  there  from  tlie  neighborhood,  hold  their 
•laves  there,  and  hire  them  out  to  Government.  Can 
Congress  abolish  slavery  there?  Sir,  if  we  can  abolish 
slavery  here,  we  can  there,  is  there  any  such  ultimate 
design?  Would  it  be  tolerated?  What,  sir,  can  you 
station  outposts  of  abolition  in  the  very  heart  of  the 
slave  States?     Monstrous  and  absurd! 

Again,  sir,  if  ambition  and  madness,  joined  with  false 
philanthropy  and  fanaticism,  do  not  arrest  our  onward 
inarch  to  unparalleled  greatness,  this  nation  of  freemen, 
this  empire  of  civil  liberty,  this  asylum  of  the  oppressed, 
will  extend  its  vast  boundaries  from  sea  to  sea — its  do- 
minion will  extend  to  tlie  uttermost  hounds  of  this  con- 
tinent. When  we  shall  thus  have  increased,  we  must  at 
some  not  far  distant  day  remove  our  seat  of  Government. 
Abolish  slavery  in  this  District,  and  what  an  anomaly  will 
be  exhibited  when  it  reverts  back  to  the  slave  States 
which  have  ceded  it!  Could  you  return  the  trust  as  it 
was  committed  to  your  charge?  Could  you  now  place 
these  portions  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  in  atafu  quo? 
Would  your  freedmen  again  become. slaves?  M'ould 
these  States  permit  them  to  remain  freedmen^  Sir,  if 
you  did  not  violate  the  letter  of  the  acts  of  cession,  you 
would  commit  a  breach  of  the  faith  implied  by  the  ces- 
sion of  those  Slates.  Why  was  their  cession  required, 
why  is  their  consent  to  the  purchase  of  places  required 
by  the  constitution — if  it  was  not  to  give  the  States  the 
power  of  imposing  condition  and  restraint  upon  your 
legislation  over  their  ceded  territory?  And  I  confidently 
ask  **  if  the  nature  of  society  and  of  Government"  in 
Maryland  and  Virginia  is  not,  of  itself,  independent  of 
conditions  expressed  in  the  acts  of  cession,  sufficient  to 
restrain  your  poweruf  li>gislation  over  this  subject? 

Such,  sir,  are  the  considerations  and  causes  which  im- 
periously restrain  your  power  of  legislation  on  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery  in  this  District,  and  which  authoritative- 
ly forbid  the  Noith  to  meddle  with  a  subject  which  con- 
cerns not  its  people.  Shall  we  be  abked,  then,  is  there 
no  power  any  where  to  legislate  upon  this  subject  in 
these  limits,  even  though  the  people  of  the  District 
themselves  should  demand  its  exercise?  No,  sir,  no. 
The  people  of  the  District  themselves  cannot  ask  you 
to  violate  the  constitution,  much  less  can  they  give  you 
the  power  to  do  so.  I'hey  can  no  more  give  you,  by 
their  petitions  and  prayers,  the  power  to  abolish  their 
ftlavery,  than  they  can  by  any  act  of  their  own  give  you 
the  power  to  allow  them  a  representative  on  this  floor. 
I  would  sooner  vote  to  violate  the  constitution  by  giving 
them  representation  in  Congress,  than  1  would  vote  to 
violate  the  constitution  by  taking  from  them  their  pri- 
vate properly  without  representation.  What  need  have 
they  of  legislation  to  abolish  their  slavery?  May  they  not 
emancipate  without  further  legislation  to  aid  them?  Yes, 
sirt  by  the  laws  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  which  are 
still  unrepealed  as  to  them,  each  man  who  holds  slaves, 
and  wishes  to  petition  for  legislation,  m%y  already,  with- 
out our  assistancei  legislate  by  will  or  deed  of  emanci> 


pation  for  himself!  And  dare  you,  or  any  power,  \£^ 
tear  from  him  his  property  against  his  aaacntf  Idle,  aB<^ 
hypocritical,  and  false,  then,  is  the  pretence  of  anj  ne- 
cessity for  the  exercise  of  this  power  ao  dangeroiis  an:: 
dreadful ! 

We  desire  Congress  to  expressly  diaclaim  aay  sac^ 
power,  in  order  that  the  people  of  the  North  may  bb 
derstand  it  will  be  vain  for  them  to  offer  such  petiiiovs 
because  it  is  unconstitutional  for  us  to  grmnt  theau  It 
must  be  settled  that  there  are  restrminin^  prtnciplei  <** 
the  constitution;  restrictions  to  the  power  of  local  kg--^ 
latioui  restrictions  to  all  the  rights  of  goTcrnment  mu 
citizenship. 

Sir,  my  object  in  explaining  theae  ticwb  baa  bee* 
purely  to  convince  the  honest  and  patriocic  portioa  o* 
the  North  (and  I  know  that  there  are  nmny  siich)  ^ 
their  error  and  misapprehension  on  this  subject  of  pow- 
er, and  to  obtain  their  aid  and  efforts  in  giving  peace 
and  security  to  their  brethren  of  the  South.  Sorr^',  Ve- 
deed,  was  I  to  listen  to  the  inflammatory  and  intemperate 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Masaacbusetta,  [Mr. 
Adaks,]  and  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Gbahgbx.]  The  figures  which  they  presented  lo  ne 
were  those  of  the  keepers  of  bloodhminda,  holding  tlira 
by  the  leashes.  They  patted  their  bloodhounds  on  t^t 
head,  and  caressed  them  for  **  no  murderers." 

Sir,  those  whom  these  pets  of  the  gentlemen  pitn« 
and  harass,  can  best  judge  of  their  taste  for  blood.  C«s 
these  gentlemen,  can  any,  be  so  inhuman  sa  to  feel  the 
disposition  to  hiss  on  these  bloodhounds?  Do  any  deli|ibi 
in  encouraging  the  spirit  of  fanaticism,  by  soothing  and 
complimenting  these  kind,  amiable,  peaceable,  good 
Quakers,  priests,  foreigners,  atul  ladiea,  who  heat  this 
agitation'  The  honorable  genileman  [Mr.  Adams]  asks 
if  we  wish  to  discuss  the  "sublime  merits  of  aUvery '" 
I  think,  sir,  it  is  a  subject  as  sublime  at  least  ss  his  con- 
ceptions of  the  character  of  the  fair  Deademona,  who 
carried  "amalgamation"  practically  too  far  in  bis  opin- 
ion and  mine,  too;  but  it  is  not  a  discussion  of  slmverT 
that  we  ask.  We  never  will  discuss  that  subject  with 
gentlemen  but  in  one  way,  which  I  will  not  mention. 
Tlie  only  question  which  we  will  discuss,  and  that  to  en- 
lighten the  public  mind  on  a  question  which  has  ne«er 
been  discussed  enough  to  be  understood,  is,  **  whether 
Congress  has  the  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  this  Di&- 
trict?"  And  I  hope,  sir,  that  in  the  discussion  of  tlut 
question,  "every  speech  north  of  Mason  and  Dixon's 
line"  will  not  be,  as  he  has  predicted,  '*  an  incendiary 
pamphlet."  1  cannot  believe  it.  Nor  do  1  think  it  pos- 
sible that  the  people  of  the  North,  when  they  are  suffi- 
ciently enlightened  by  temperate  and  sober  discussion  of 
that  question,  would  turn  out  their  representatives  for 
supporting  the  rights  of  our  people  and  the  sanctity  of 
the  constitution. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Grakokb]  said 
that  his  good  petitioners  were  not  abolitioniata.  I  think, 
sir,  they  are  next  akin  to  them.  Many  of  them  su^  wo* 
men.  By  the  by,  sir,  have  women,  too,  the  rig-ht  of 
petition?  Are  they  citizens!  No  one,  Mr.  Speaker, 
pays  more  cordial  homage  to  the  fair  sex  than  I  do. 
Woman  in  the  parlor,  woman  in  her  proper  sphere,  is 
the  ornament  and  comfort  of  man;  but  out  of  the  parlor, 
out  of  her  sphere,  if  there  is  a  devil  on  earth,  when  ahe 
is  a  devil,  woman  is  a  devil  incarnate!  If  1  were  to 
paint  the  image  of  a  demon,  a  fiend  riding  on  the  blast 
of  strife  and  ruin,  hissing  rage,  and  rapine,  and  rape, 
and  murder,  on  our  lives  and  property,  and  matrons  and 
maids,  of  the  South,  it  should  be  the  form  of  a  woman 
with  the  hair  of  the  furies!  One  good  sanctified  priest 
can  persuade  all  the  women  in  the  parish  to  be  abolition- 
ists. And  what  sort  of  a  Government  are  we  to  have  if 
women  and  priests  are  to  influence  our  legislation?  l*he 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adaxs]  told  us  tliat 
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liis  is  a  rellfrious  question.  I  protest  agpalnst  rclig"ion 
i»ving^  any  thing  to  do  with  tiie  political  and  constitti- 
ional  questions  of  tl»is  Government.  Neither  women 
I  or  priests  are  pntiiician^,  except  in  the  intrigues  of 
:o«irt.  This  is  a  delicate  political  question,  and  those 
»r»1y  should  deal  with  it  who  hare  some  common  sense 
.s  \xe\\  as  experience  as  statesmen,  and  who  are  honest 
>at  riot«. 

The  gentleman  from  PennsyU-ania  [Mr.  Ikobrsoll] 
las  given  the  message  of  the  Governor  of  his  State  as 
in  assurance  of  fraternal  feeling  to  the  South.    Sir^  that 
nessRge  was,  no  doubt,  like  many  other  assurances  from 
.be  North,  well  meant;  but  the  South  can  view  no  such 
i&Hsti ranees  as  satisfactory.     The  Governor,  if  I  read  his 
■nessnge  right,  recommended  no  legislative  action  what- 
ever to  his  State  Legislature,  but  recommended  them  to 
eave  the  whole  subject  to  public  sentiment  alone.     We 
•equire,  particularly  in  my  section  of  Virginia,  most  eflR- 
^ieiit  aid  from  the  State  Legislatures  of  Pennsylvania, 
>Jc  w  York,  and  New  Jersey.  Not  a  year  passes  in  which 
ntimbers  of  our  slaves  do  not  escape  to  some  one  or  all 
L>f  these  States.     The  constitution  guaranties  to  us  our 
rij^lit  of  properly  in  fugitive  slavesj  but  lha\  guarantee  is 
rendered  nul|  and  vuid  for  the  want  of  State  protection 
from  mobs  and  "  public  sentiment,"  which  obstruct  the 
exercise  of  that  right.     What  kind  of  protection  do  we 
meet  when  we  go  in  pursuit  of  our  slaves'  Every  obsta- 
cle is  interposed  between  the  master  and  the  recovery 
of  his  property.     It  was  but  a  few  months  since  that  a 
citiz^en  of  my  own  county  went  to  New  York  to  recover 
liis   fugitive  slaves  the  slave  knew  his  master,  and  the 
master  knew  his  slave;  but  black  witnesses  were  arrayed 
against  respectable  white  witnesses,  and  were  made  to 
WW  ear  that  the  slave  had  been  a  resident  of  New  York 
for  a  time  longer  than  that  within  which  he  had  eloped. 
And  this,  sir,  is  not  an  uncommon  case.     All  that  we 
ask  is,  that  the  faith  of  the  covenant  bliall  be  kept;  and 
how  can  this  provision  of  the  constitutiort  be  available  to 
otir  rights,  if  black  witnesses  shall  be  allowed  to  swear 
against  white  men  in  a  case  involving  the  question  of  a 
right  of  property  to  a  fugitive  slave  in  a  non-slavehold- 
ing  Slate> 

The  South  asks  no  other  aid  or  protection  of  the  North 
than  a  faithful  observance  of  the  federal  compact.  They 
feel  no  other  apprehension  than  from  northern  violators 
of  the  constitution. 

The  gentleman  [Mr.  Ihgrrsoll]  alluded  to  the  case 
of  St.  Domingo.  I  beg  him  to  remember  that  the 
French  of  that  island  were  not  overrun  and  massacred 
by  the  blacks,  notwithstanding  the  immense  disparity  in 
numbers  between  the  white  and  black  population,  until 
an  English  army  assisted  the  slaves.  Sir,  that  is  all  that 
we  have  to  fear — ^an  English  army  frsim  the  North!  Al- 
ready has  a  miscreant  foreigner  from  Great  Britain  been 
recruiting  his  army  of  fanatics  in  the  North.  We  scorn 
the  crusade,  but  hold  the  constituted  authorities  of  the 
North  bound  for  the  consequences  of  "  blood  and  buri- 
al" which  are  to  flow. 

If  an  English  army,  sir,  were  actually  to  invade  our 
shores,  every  sword  would  leap  from  its  scabbard  to 
repel  the  foe— >it  would  be  treason  to  aid  and  comfort 
the  enemy  in  our  borders.  And,  though  all  the  fleets 
and  armies  of  combined  Europe  could  not  so  eft*ectually 
attack  and  destroy  this  nation  and  its  institutions  as 
George  Thompson  and  his  northern  recruits,  yet  this 
worst  of  enemies  is  not  only  tolerated  in  our  borders, 
unwhipped  of  justice,  unpunished  by  penal  laws  of  pro- 
tection, but  he  is  lef\  to  that  omnipotent  guardian, 
••  public  sentiment"— «*  public  sentimeiil"  in  the  North— 
which  nut  only  countenances,  but  aids  and  oomforls  and 
encourages  him  and  his  followers — ay,  pampered  and 
petted  him  with  all  the  soothing  and  succor  of  the 
hospitality  and  kindness  and  assistance  of  some  of  the 
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most  powerful,  influential,  and  wealthy  citizens!   Strange 
and  sad  infatuation,  at  war  with  every  obligation  of  duty 
and  patriotism!     I  do  trust  there  is  still  left  patriotism 
enough,  and  sober  sense  enough,  to  avert  the  calamities 
which  are  threatened  from  this  portentous  quarter,  and 
that  this  House  will  take  measures  to  quiet  the  public, 
mind  on  this  subject.     If  we  pass  a  declaratory  resolu- 
tion, we  shall  then  hear  of  no  more  motions  to  reject 
these  petitions  or  to  lay  them  on  the  table.     Our  only 
wish  is  to  be  plainly  understood.     Sir,  it  is  not  for  our 
lives  or  our  property  that  we  are  so  anxious.     No,  sir. 
As  our  fathers  pledged  their  lives,  their  property,  and 
their  sacred  honor,  to  each  other  for  the  establishment  of 
free  institutions,  so  are  we  ready  now  and  always  to 
pledge  our  lives,  our  property,  and  our  sacred  honor,  to 
our  brethren  of  the  North  to  preserve  forever  the  blood- 
bought  common  inheritance  which  our  fathers,  who 
were  brothers  in  truth,  in  compromise,  in  the  spirit  of 
conciliation,  have  leA  us.     We  beg  of  our  brethren  to 
he  governed  by  their  spirit.     We  invoke  their  spirit! 
Were  they  here  in  our  seats,  would  they  be  continually 
risking  all  so  dear  to  us,  for  a  good  so  questionable  if 
attainable.^      Would  they   not  g^ve  up  this  contested 
power  of  legislation,  if  they  possessed  it,  sooner  than 
risk  the  whole  of  this  fair  structure — this  their  handi- 
work—this free  Government — for  an  imaginary  and  vain 
scheme  of  folly  and  madness^     We  wilt  stand  by  the 
constitution,  and  fear  only  for  it!     We  will  keep  the 
faith  of  the  covenant  on  our  part,  and  repeat:    *<  upon 
your  skirts,  not  upon  ours,  be  its  blood!" 

I  hope,  sir,  I  have  had  a  higli^r  and  nobler  object  in 
view,  in  thus  addressing  the  House,  than  any  party 
object.  If  those  who  have  disclsimed  the  imputation  of 
bad  motives  to  me  and  my  friends,  meant  thereby  to  do 
what  they  disclaimed,  I  have  only  to  say,  sir,  1  hold  the 
imputations  and  their  authors  in  contempt.  My  motive 
is  not  agitation,  but  tranquillity-^to  teach  forbearance  to 
the  agitators  of  the  North — to  sa^  **  hold  oflT,"  to  all  who 
will  rudely  touch  this  tender  pomt — and  to  give  perma- 
nent peace  and  safety  to  the  South.  1  now  beg  the 
House  to  speak  peace  anrl  safety  to  the  country  through 
a  resolution  which  I  shall  take  the  opportunity  to  move, 
declaring  that  "  Congress  has  no  power,  under  the  con- 
stitution, to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia." 
Give  us  this,  and  it  is  all  we  ask. 

Mr.  .rONES,  of  Virginia,  said  he  did  not  rise  to  discuss 
the  merits  of  the  proposition,  which  would  be  necessarily 
presented  by  the  petition  now  offered  to  the  House; 
that  was  what  he  not  only  did  not  desire  to  do,  but  it 
was  what  he  dare  not  do.  He  designed  briefly  to  assign 
the  reasons  which  would  induce  him  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which,  in  a  moment  of  inadvertence,  that  peti- 
tion had  been  sent  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia;  and  also  to  reply  to  the  objections  urged  by 
gentlemen  to  the  course  now  proposed  to  be  adopted  in 
reference  to  that,  and,  he  hoped,  all  other  petitions  of 
the  same  character.  He  expressed  himself  grateful  to 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  IiroaasoLL,]  for 
the  remarks  he  had  made  this  morning.  But  while  he 
rendered  this  tribute  to  the  good  feelings  and  sympathies, 
of  the  gentleman,  he  hoped  his  own  motives  would  be 
duly  appreciated  by  him,  when  he  said  he  could  never 
consent  to  entertain  or  discuss  here  the  right  by  which 
the  people  of  the  South  held  title  to  their  slaves.  The 
great  object  he  desired  was  to  obtain  a  direct  vote  upon 
these  petitions,  which  continued  daily  to  come  in;  and 
that  the  solicitude  he  felt  on  the  subject  arose  from  a 
conviction  upon  his  own  mind,  that  nothing  but  a  direct 
vote  would  satisfy  the  members  from  the  South,  or  quiet 
the  apprehensions  of  their  constituents;  and  deeply  as 
he  lamented  the  necessity  which  rendered  it  proper,  in 
the  opinion  of  honorable  gentlemen,  to  go  into  this 
debate— unwilling  as  he  had  always  been,  so  far  to 
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countenmnce  the  views  of  thoie  misguided,  deUided»  and 
infatusted  men,  who  for  yesrs  past  had  been  scattering 
firebrands  among  the  people  of  the  South,  and  who,  to 
accomplish  their  base  purposes,  were  willing  not  only 
to  aim  a  deadly  blow  at  their  prosperity  ss  a  people,  but 
to  peril  the  lives  of  millions,  and  to  endanger  the  per- 
petuity  of  the  Union— he  fell  as  though  he  should  be 
unfaithful  to  the  high  trust  confided  to  him,  if  he  did 
not  contribute  his  aid  in  obtaining  a  direct  vote  upon 
this  all-absorbing  question. 

But  a  few  days  ago  there  sermed  to  exist  a  unanimity 
of  sentiment  upon  this  deeply  interesting  subject,  which 
had  very  seldom  manifested  itself  upon  any  important 
Question  which  had  come  up  for  consideraticm  before 
the  Representatives  of  the  people.  There  wsa  then 
heard  from  all  sides  of  the  House  a  wish  expressed,  not 
only  to  put  down  the  abolitionists,  but  to  do  it  in  the 
most  efi*ectual  possible  manner;  and  the  great  point  of 
difiiculty  was  to  determine  upon  the  mode  by  which  it 
could  be  most  effectually  done. 

With  one  of  the  modes,  Mr.  J.  said  he  should  be 
Mtisfied.  Promptly  to  reject  these  petitions  as  they 
were  presented,  he  believed,  would  meet  the  approba- 
tion of  southern  gentlemen;  and  if  they,  who  were 
more  deeply  interested  than  all  others,  regarded  that 
mode  of  disposing  of  them  as  tffectusl  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  great  ohject  they  had  in  view,  and  the 
people  of  the  East  and  the  North  rr-ally  intended,  in 
good  faith,  to  co-operate  with  them,  (as  he|believed  they 
did,)  be  could  perceive  no  gcKxl  reason  why  the  propo- 
•ition  to  reject  should  not  be  sustained. 

It  had  been  said  that  gentlemen  from  the  South  were 
over  seniiitive,  and  disposed  to  act  with  too  much  prec'tp. 
itation  on  this  subject.  It  had  also  been  contended  thst 
this  course  of  proceeding  was  calculated  to  abridge  the 

Seat  right  of  petition;  and  others  there  were,  who 
ought  the  only  proper  course  was  to  refer  them  to  a 
committee.  The  intimation  that  this  was  a  subject  upon 
which  the  people  of  the  South  were  sensitive,  was  just. 
The  fact  could  not  be  disguised,  th»t  there  existed 
throughout  the  slaveholding  States  an  excitement  which 
had  never  been  witnessed  at  any  former  period  of  their 
history;  and  strangely  indeed  must  he  be  constituted, 
who  could  look  upon  the  conduct  of  the  abolitionists, 
and  witness  the  scenes  to  which  it  had  given  rise  in 
the  South,  and  not  have  his  sensibility  wrought  up  to 
the  very  highest  pilch.  Was  it  not  known  to  every  gen- 
tleman upon  this  floor,  that  numerous  abolition  societies 
had  been  formed  in  the  eastern  and  northern  Staten, 
frowned  upon,  indignantly  frowned  upon,  he  believed, 
by  the  intelligent,  the  well-informed,  and  respectable 
portions  of  these  communitirs?  But  could  thev  shut 
their  eyes  to  the  f  ct,  that  these  societies  existed;  that 
they  had  gone  on  to  collect  l:%rge  sums  of  moiiey,  and 
had  put  into  operation  printing  presses  which  were 
worked  by  steam '  Yes,  sir,  worked  by  steam,  with  the 
open  and  avowed  object  of  effecting  the  immediate  abo- 
lition of  slavery  in  the  southern  States.  That  by  means  of 
these  two  great  re vnlu) ionizers  of  the  world — he  meant 
steam  power  and  the  press^they  had  caused  to  be  print- 
c<l,  and,  by  means  of  the  public  mails,  circulated  through- 
out the  slaveholding  States,  large  numbers  of  newspa- 
pers, pamphlets,  tracts,  and  pictures,  calculated,  in  an 
eminent  degree,  to  rouse  and  inflame  the  passions  of  the 
skives  against  their  masters,  to  urge  them  on  to  deeds  of 
death,  and  to  involve  them  in  au  the  horrors  of  a  ser- 
vile war— productions  which,  Mr.  J.  said  he  would  take 
upon  himself  to  say,  were  as  foul  libels  upon  the  people 
of  the  South  as  were  ever  printed.  And,  as  if  to  add 
insult  to  injury,  there  were  those  here  who  hid  the  char- 
ity  to  believe  that  they  were  influenced  in  their  con- 
duct by  humane  and  reltgioua  motives.  If,  indeed,  (said 
Mr.  J.,)  this  most  uncalled  for,  officious,  and  dangerous 


intermeddling  with  the  riglits  of  others  be  dictalrri  \ 
religion,  he  would  say  it  was  not  the  rrltj^on  which  %t 
inculcated  by  the  Saviour  of  the  worhl,  ur  taiiight  b}  i 
disciples. 

Mr.  J.  said  he  hnprd  it  would  not  be  iindrrstooH,  ' 
any  thing  he  had  said,  that  he  was  in  fmvor  of  abrittg  ->: 
either  the  freedom  of  the  prcM  or  frerdom  of  apert* 
far  from  it;  he  reganled  them  as  the  great  ii»fc-|p«ar(h 
our  republican  institutions.     There  wa^,  h«»wever,  \  •: 
ference  between  the  freedom  and  liceiitiuiisnefis  i»i  ':« 
press,  and  what  he  objected  towaathe  rij>lit  of  these  m* 
guided  and  deluded  men  to  propagate  alaiuler,  io  lr> 

Sate  murder,  to  disturb  the  peace  of  Statt^  and  to  r*  ; 
anger  this  ITnion;  and,  if  persisted  in  by  them,  be  c^  |i 
ed  upon  the  representatives  of  the  people  to  interpssf  j 
and  stamp  their  conduct  with  the  seal  of  Uieir  diaapp-- 
bation. 

But  (said  Mr.  J.)  we  have  been  told  by  the  genlkBr; 
from  New  York  and  Massachusetts,  [Mr.   BiAmasu: 
ahd  Mr.  Adams,]  that  to  vote  to  reject  this  pem'-'k 
would  be  to  abridge  the  right  of  the  people  to  petit-' 
Congress,     lie  admitted  that  tci  be  a  right,  the  ^vc  n 
erciae  of  which  was  secured  to  the  peupiV  by  the  c^- 
stitution,  and  he  would  be  amcmg  the  laat»  be  hoped  ik 
very  last,  to  lay  violent  hands  upon  that   aacred  iaiin 
ment.    He  had  sworn  to  support  it,  and,  as  a  Reprrscft- 
ative  of  the  people,  support  it  he  woulJ,  at  every  ku- 
ard,  for  upon  it  depended  the  last   hope  of  freedi'S 
throughout  the  world;  and  if  he  could  be  aatiafied  tka*. 
any  constitutional  right  of  the  people  was  to  be  \tvtz6ti 
by  the  course  lie  propi  sed  in  disposing  of  tliat  petition, 
he  would  be  the  first  to  abandon  the  position  he  tb<-i 
occupied;  but  (said  Mr.  J.)  in  what  coiinsta  the  right  tf 
petition,  if  it  be  not  to  set  forth,  in  wriiten  furm,  \x* 
grievances  complaint  d  of,  with  a  view  to  procure  upoD 
them  the  action  of  Congress^    And  had  nut  thc^e  petr 
tioners  already  enjoyed  that  right  ^    Ukl  not  the  pro- 
ceedings which  had  taken  pltce  upon  this  petitiou  fur- 
nish the  affirmative  answer  to  the  inquiry  ^     Had  ibey 
not  petitioned,  had  not  their  petition  bceii  presented  bj 
a  member  in  his  place,  received  by  the  House,  read  bj 
the  Clerk;  and  was  Congress  not  then  engai^d  in  en- 
deavoring to  dispose  of  it  in  conformity  with  rules  wliic'4 
had  been  made  and  adopted  for  the  government  t>f  the 
House?    And  if  it  should  ever  be  dispo^d  of,  would  i»t 
this  petition  have  been  so  fully  con^iidered  as  it  couU 
have   been,  had  any   other  form   of  proce«din|^   beta 
adopted?     Mr.  J.  said,  that  when  a  petition  liad  beea 
presented   to  the   House,  received,  and  read  by  the 
Clerk,  (unless  it  should  be  afterwards  withdrawn  by  the 
consent  of  the  House,)  it  became  the  property  of  tiie 
Itepreseutatives  of  the   people:  tht-y  might  refuse  to 
consider  it,  lay  it  on  lite  tabic,  postpone  it  to  a  day  cer- 
tain, refer  it  to  the  committee,  or,  whkt  they  had  in  vain 
attempted  here,  they  might  reject  it.    Here,  then,  were 
five  several  ways  in  which  this  petition  might  Icgslty  sikI 
properly  be  disposed  of;  and  how  it  was  that  the  dispo- 
sition of  it  in  one  of  these  modes,  in  preference  to  an* 
other,  (all  of  which  were  prescribed  by  the  rtiles  of  the 
House,)  was  in  any  possible  way  to  amct  the  right  of 
the  people  to  petition  Cungreaa,  he  was  wholly  at  a  loss 
to  comprehend. 

But  they  were  told  by  the  gentleman  froaa  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr.  Adams,]  that,  if  these  petitions  were  sent  to 
a  committee,  they  would  there  be  allowed  **  to  sleep 
the  slet  p  of  death«"  and  that  thereafter  we  aliould  be 
troubled  with  no  others  of  like  character.  Would  to 
God  that  this  assurance  of  the  honorjable  gentleman 
could  be  realized;  but  they  had  only  to  look  to  the  paiit 
history  of  their  legislation  upon  that  subject  to  be  satis- 
fied that  the  expected  consummation  to  which  he  look- 
ed forward,  had  existence  nowhere  except  in  the  fertile 
imagination  of  him  who  conceived  it.     It  would  then  be 
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»een  tliat  (hat  course  had  been  tried  aji^in  and  again; 
It  ill  tliese  petitions  continued  to  flow  in  upon  them,  and 
A^ oil  Id  continue  to  do  so,  so  long:  as  they  were  received 
itid     referred  to  committees.     What,  he  inquired,  was 
he      object   in   riTerring  subjects  to  a  committee^      It 
was    to  collect  information,  which,  in  the  ordinary  course 
>r  l<  'firtslation,  could  not  conveniently  be  collected    in 
aity    other  way.     But  did  this  House  stand  in  need  ofin- 
r<trYYiation  upon  the  subject  souffht  to  be  brought  to  its 
notice  by  that  petiticm?    Certainly  not.     It  was  well  un- 
<1orstoo(l  that  it  was  a  subject  to  which  public  attention 
lisirt    been  long  turned,  with  the  most  intense  interest; 
Ihat  from  the  river  St.  Lawrence  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
the  best  talents  of  the  country  had  been  almost  every 
vk'here  engaged  in  its  consideration,  and  in   communica- 
ting^ inf(»rmation  to  the  people.     So  soon  as  the  excite- 
ment over  the  country  commenced,  meeting  after  meet- 
\n^   was  called  in  the  southern  States,  in  almost  every 
tou'n  and  county;  discussion  after  discussion  was  had  be- 
fore the  peoples  resolution  after  resolution  adopted,  un- 
til, like  a  wave  from  the  ocean,  it  swept  over  the  whole 
southern  country.     It  resulted  in  strong  appeals  to  our 
brethren   of  the  North,  to  step  forth  and  aid  us  in  put- 
tings  down  these  base  attempts  upon  our  rights,  our 
property,  and  our  lives.     And  it  was  with  mingled  emo- 
tions of  pride  and  pleasure  he  referred  to  the   fact  that 
tliese  appeals  were  nut  made  in  vain.     They  too  called 
the  people  together;  meetings  were  held  throughout  the 
whole  eastern  and  northern  countries;  and  the  measures 
adopted  by  those  meetings  for  a  time  gave  quiot,  and, 
to  sc»me  extent,  allayed  the  excitement  in  the  South; 
and  it  was  for  gentlemen  from  the  North  to  say  whether 
we  nnay  still  rely  upon  their  assurances,  by  heartily  co- 
operating with  us  in  putting  this  subject  to  rest  by  a  di- 
rect and  decisive  vole  upon  the  question. 

M.  r.  J .  said  it  must  be  obvious  that  there  could  be  no 
nec'd  of  further  information  on  the  subject,  to  enable 
gentlemen  to  vote  understand) ngly  upon  it.  Why,  then, 
send  it  to  a  committee?     Was  it  believed  that  the  report 
of  a  committee  was  to  produce  any  effect  upon  the  abo- 
liiioiiists?     Did  gentlemen  flatter  themselves  that   the 
spirit  uf  fanaticism  could  be  checked  by  a  calm,  dispas- 
Monsatp,  and  logical  argument?    To  such  he  would  rec- 
ommend to  read  the  reports  of  committees  which  have 
been  already  made  on  like  petitions;  and  he  doubted  not 
but    that  gentlemen  would  be  satisfied  that  no  benefit 
was  likely  to  result  from   the  adoption  of  the  same 
course  in  reference  to  the  petition  before  them.     So  far 
from  that  course  of  proceeding  having  had  a  tendency 
to  check  the  wild  spirit  of  fanaticism  now  abroad  in  the 
land,  the  reverKe  was  true;  for  the  tables  of  gentlemen 
were  now  groaning  under  the  weight  of  similar  petitions. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams]  has 
referred  to  his  own  course,  on  a  former  occasion,  in 
reference  to  this  subject.     This  was  commenced  in  a 
tune,  and  in  a  spirit,  which  seemed  to  Mr.  J.  to  bespeak 
tiie  deep  anxiety  which  he  felt  to  allay  the  very  un- 
pleasant excitement  which  had  began  to  show  itself  in 
the  House,  and  to  reconcile,  if  he  could,  the  causes  of 
discontent  which  continued  to  agitate  and  disturb  the 
people  of  the  South.     He  viewed  the  remarks  of  that 
Kentleman  as  oil  poured  out  upon  the  troubled  waters. 
It  was,  liqwever,  but  the  calm  which    precedes  the 
storm.    At  length,  lashing  himself  up  to  a  state  of  high 
excitement,  he  asked  what  it  was  the  South  desired? 
Was  it,  said  he,  to  discuss  the   **  sublime    merits  of 
slavery?"    That  was  a  subject  which  Mr.  J.  could  not 
discuss  with  that  gentleman;  and,  taunt  them  as  he 
might  with  their  staves,  whose  condition  they  had  no 
agency  in  producing,  and  no  means  of  changing,  he 
wotiUi  take  that  occasion  to  say  to  him  that  the  people 
nf  the  SoQth  held  their  slaves  by  a  title  as  secure,  by  an 
Authority  as  high  and  as  sacred,  as  that  by  which  that 


gentleman  held  title  to  his  horse,  his  houw,  or,  to  use 
his  own  language,  «« his  place  upon  that  floor."  They 
held  them  under  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  land. 

That  gentleman  [Mr.  Adams]  had  also  taken  occasion 
to  refer  the  members  from  the  South  to  Mason  and 
Dixon's  line:  warning  them  that  ^every  member  to  the 
north  of  that  line,  who  should  discuss  this  subject,  would 
send  forth  to  the  world  an  incendiary  pamphlet;  and, 
although  that  gentleman  seemed  to  speak  as  one 
•*  having  authority,"  he  had  seen  too  many  evidences  not 
to  be  satisfied  of  the  error  into  which  he  had  fallen. 
Me  saw  assembled  here,  from  every  quarter  of  this  wide- 
ly extended  Union,  patriots  prepared  to  make  every 
sacrifice  upon  the  altar  of  their  country's  good.  He 
lamented  to  hear  what  liad  fallen  from  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  upon  that  subject;  he  befieved  that 
gentleman  himsolf,  in  his  calmer  moments,  would  lament 
it.  The  people  had  cause  to  lament  it.  But  if  that  be 
the  course  determined  upon  by  gentlemen,  the  sooner 
we  had  it  acted  out  the  better.  1'his  he  would  take 
occasion  to  say  to  him:  let  those  threatened  pamphlets 
come  when  they  might,  they  would  be  received  by  the 
people  of  the  South  as  it  became  freemen  who  knew 
their  rights,  and,  knowing,  dared  maintain  them. 

Mr.  J.  remarked,  in  conclusion,  that  he  had  felt  him- 
self called  upon  to  say  thus  much  in  explanation  of .  his 
own  views,  with  an  earnest  desire  that  a  direct  vote  on 
the  subject  might  be  obtained. 

Mr.  BEARDSLET  said  the  proposition  before  the 
House  was  simply  to  reconsider  the  reference  of  a  paper 
to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

It  would  seem  very  obvious,  looking  to  what  had  been 
the  express  sense  of  the  House,  and  what  was  known 
to  be  the  public  and  general  feeling  of  the  people 
throughout  the  country;  looking  also  to  the  particular 
circumstances  under  which  this  paper  had  been  referred 
to  that  committee,  that  there  could  be  no  doubt  that 
when  the  House  should  come  to  decide  upon  this  prop- 
osition, it  would  be  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  an 
overwhelming  vote.  They  all  knew,  so  far  as  they 
knew  any  thing  upon  this  subject,  that  the  reference 
which  the  paper  took  was  by  misapprehension,  or  with- 
out the  understanding  of  the  House;  they  all  knew  it^ 
unless  the  House  might  be  charged  with  abandoning 
the  ground  it  had  assumed  upon  this  subject — a  charge 
which  was  derogatory  to  its  high  character,  and  which 
he  would  not  make  or  intimate.  It  was  but  a  week 
since  that  the  House,  by  a  decided  vote  of  about  180  to 
30,  had  determined  it  would  not  act  upon  petitions  of 
this  character,  but  would  lay  them  upon  the  table,  with 
a  view  that  tliey  ahould  sleep  the  sleep  of  death.  To 
Mr.  B.  it  was  inconceivable  that,  aAer  that  vote,  the 
House  would  entertain  a  proposition  to  give  these  peti- 
tions a  different  direction.  It  was  clear  that  the  refer- 
ence given  to  this  petition  was  by  mistake  and  surprise; 
and  when  the  House  should  be  able  to  vote  upon  it» 
then  the  error  would  be  corrected.  Bring  the  paper 
before  the  House  for  its  immediate  direction,  and  when 
thus  brought  properly  before  them,  we  shall  see  what 
the  House  will  do  with  it?  Axd  here  he  would  beg 
leave  to  suggest  to  the  consideration  of  the  House  what 
was  to  him  most  clear.  The  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams]  fell  into  a  misUke  in  his 
recollection  of  what  had  been  the  course  of  the  Hoose 
heretofore.  That  gentleman  referred  to  a  debate,  if  the 
speech  of  a  single  member  made  in  the  course  of  the  tost 
session,  on  a  petition  of  a  similar  character,  nISight  be  so 
termed;  and  Mr.  B.  understoo<l  the  gentleman  te  state, 
as  most  undoubtedly  was  his  recollection,  that  the 
House,  on  that  occasion,  had  referred  the  paper  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia.  Mr.  B.  had 
turned  to  the  journal  of  that  day,  and  he  found  that  on 
that  cccasion  an  honorable  member  from  Virginia,  not 
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now  a  member  orthut  House,  [Mr.  Chikit,]  move<l  (hat 
tbe  paper  should  be  laid  upon  the  table.  l*he  yean  and 
nays  were  called  for,  and  ordered,  and  there  the  paper 
was  placed  by  a  decided  majority  of  the  House.  There 
were  then  none  of  the  scruples  which  exist  nnwt  no 
pretence  that  the  vote  was  evasive.  That  decision  was 
then  taken  as  the  clear,  distinct,  unequivocal  sense  of 
the  House,  against  the  propriety  of  actinr  upon  petitions 
of  that  character.  The  same  course  had  likewise  been 
pursued  before  the  motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  to  which  be  had  referred,  when  previous 
papers  of  a  hke  character  had  been  repeatedly  present- 
ed to  the  House.  They  had  passed  on  to  the  table  of 
the  Speaker  by  the  silent  vote  of  the  House,  without 
having,  on  any  occasion,  for  the  last  tiiree  or  four  years, 
(s.<ive  on  the  occasion  to  which  he  had  referred,  and  thut 
was  a  speech  by  a  single  member  last  session,)  elicited 
a  debate.  And  here  let  him  again  advert  to  what  must 
be  within  the  knowledge  of  every  gentleman  thfre,  that 
these  votes  of  the  House,  thus  placing  upon  the  table 
papers  of  this  character,  had  at  all  times  been  regarded, 
in  the  House  and  out  of  it,  universally,  as  an  expression 
of  tbe  House  against  the  propriety  of  acting  on  petitions 
of  this  character.  Until  within  the  last  few  days  no  one 
bad  ever  thrown  a  doubt  upon  the  subject.  Now,  for 
the  first  time,  they  had  been  told  that  to  put  a  paper  on 
the  table,  where  it  would  sleep  the  sleep  of  death,  was 
an  evasion  of  the  question.^  Nobody  before  ever  heard 
of  such  an  evasion!  Every  one  regarded  it,  as  in  his 
estimation  they  had  a  right  to  regaM  it,  as  a  most  de- 
cided  and  unequivocal  decision  of  the  House  not  to  en- 
tertain and  set  upon  questions  of  that  character.  The 
character  of  this  House  could  not  be  mistaken.  There 
were  not  fifty  gentlemen  in  that  body,  judging  from  the 
Totes  given,  who  desired  to  agitate  this  subject,  or  to 
act  upon  petitions  of  this  character.  The  sense  of  the 
House  had  been  unequivocally,  fairly,  and  fully  ex- 
pressed by  the  vote  first  gi^'en,  to  put  the  first  petition 
upon  the  table,  and  the  character  of  the  House  had 
since  undergone  no  change. 

EflTorts,  however,  seemed  to  be  making  to  change  the 
real  question  to  be  decided  by  the  House.  It  was  now 
said  that  they  must  come  up  and  give  a  vote  of  a  difier* 
ent  character;  that  they  must  either  vote  that  they 
would  not  receive  petitions  of  this  character,  or  thar, 
having  received  them,  they  would  put  them  out  of 
doors}  or  they  must  come  to  another  question,  and  vote 
that  the  House  had  no  constitutional  authority  to  receive 
and  act  upon  the  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
tbe  District  of  Columbia.  These,  said  Mr.  D.,  were  new 
inventions.  Let  him  warn  the  gentlemen  of  the  South, 
who  stood  firm  on  the  vote  of  180  to  30,  against  consid- 
ering the  first  petition,  not  to  cliange  the  real  question, 
by  permitting  themselves  to  be  drawn  into  the  contro- 
verted position  of  the  powers  of  that  House;  or  into  the 
controverted  and  debatable  grounds  whether  they 
ought  to  reject  petitions  of  this  character;  or,  having 
received  them,  ought  to  turn  them  out  of  doors.  If 
gentlemen  from  the  South,  who  sincerely  desired,  as  he 
knew  they  did,  the  harmony  and  peace  if  the  whole 
Union,  if  they  permitted  this  question  to  be  changed, 
they  might  see  from  the  votes  of  Friday  last,  and  from 
the  votes  of  Monday,  that  no  man  could  decide,  or  un- 
dertake to  predict,  what  in  a  few  days  would  be  the 
true  character  of  that  House.  Upon  the  one  subject, 
and  upon*tlie  one  ground,  they  stood  firm,  by  a  decided 
vote  of  180  or  190  against  30  or  40  or  50;  but,  upon  the 
other,  they  would  open  so  wide  a  field  of  debate  that 
ultimately,  if  he  judged  correctly  of  the  sense  of  the 
House,  his  honest  conviction  was,  they  would  find  them- 
selves in  the  minority. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  D.,  we  go  with  the  South  (I  speak  for 
myself)  against  all  agitation  on  this  subject,  and  to  put 


down  the  fanatics  of  the  North.  But,  sir,  (I  eire  it  i< 
my  own  opinion,)  I  do  not  believe  the  freemen  ofil.^ 
North  or  the  freemen  of  the  South  ought  to,  or  wiU»  t  ' 
erate  the  idea  that  they  should  not  be  permiitc-d  to  p^r 
sent  their  petitions  to  this  body;  or  that,  having  pr^ 
sented  them,  in  decent  and  respectful  lang^ia^e,  tbey 
shall  be  driven  with  scorn  from  our  doors. 

Mr.  B.  appealed  particularly  to  tbe  fceiitlemen  ixxm 
the  South.  There  was  no  necessity  to  clian^  their  pc 
sition;  4hey  stood  firm  on  the  ground  already  takn 
Why  should  they  change  \X}  For  what  ^ood  ptirp?^ 
could  they  desire  to  change  the  character  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  involve  the  Hou^e  in  a  difficulty  aibout  the 
right  of  petition,  or  in  questions  of  a  debal»b1e  and  et 
citing  character,  when  such  a  clear  sentiment  and  fet^ 
ing,  both  in  and  out  of  the  House,  and  throuj^hout  tr^ 
whole  country,  had  been  elicited'  Why  would  gen'Jr 
men  permit  themselves  to  be  drawn  into  other  questtoiH, 
when  the  one  already  assumed  and  acted  upon  was  a  de- 
cisive expression  of  the  true  feeling  of  the  House  P  De 
would  warn  them  that,  if  they  permitted  themselves!? 
be  put  in  that  new  position,  they  would  involve  thtir^ 
selves  in  difficulties  they  scarcely  dfeam  of^  and  wbic\ 
in  his  humble  judgment,  they  ought  seriously  to  depre- 
cate. It  was  remarked  by  the  honorable  ^entleaaa 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams,]  that  if  this  questica 
were  gone  into,  every  speech  made  in  that  House  hf 
gentlemen  north  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line,  would  hr- 
nish  an  incendiary  pamphlet  for  the  South.  In  one 
sense,  Mr.  B.  could  believe  that  remark  a  just  one,  aed 
in  one  sense  only.  It  wa«,  because  evtry  speecli  made 
under  such  circumstances,  by  gentlemen  reMdin|r  north 
of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line,  would  be  perrerted,  and 
misinterpreted,  and  misquoted,  by  factious  and  incen- 
diary prints.  It  was  not  that  every  gentleman  residipf 
north  of  that  line  would  desire  to  make  a  speech  of  that 
character;  for  he  knew  that  many,  a  vast  proportion  of 
them,  almost  in  the  proportion  in  which  the  votes  of  tbe 
House  had  been  given,  he  believed,  would  deprecate 
such  a  result.  But  they  would  be  so  misinterpreted  and 
misquoted  by  the  press  that  no  one  could  undertake  to 
say  that  every  speech  made  in  that  House  would  not  be 
truly  a  firebrand  thrown  into  the  South.  In  no  other 
sense  could  he  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts on  that  subject. 

Mr.  B.  said  it  bad  been  a  matter  of  sincere  astonish- 
ment and  regret  on  his  part,  that  efforts  should  have 
been  made,  undoubtedly  under  a  strong  sense  of  duty, 
and  under  a  strong  belief  that  it  would  tend  to  tran- 
quillize the  South,  to  procure  direct  votes  of  the  House 
upon  two  propositions,  upon  both  of  which  the  debate 
might  be  interminable.  And  would  that  expression  of 
the  House  more  operate  to  tranquillize  the  South,  even 
if  it  were  obtained,  than  the  one^already  adopted? 

It  was  said  that  a  direct  vote  o^the  House  that  it  aoukl 
nut  receive  such  petitions,  or  that,  having  received  there, 
it  would  drive  them  out  of  doors,  or  a  direct  vote  of  tlie 
House  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  legislate  on  the 
subject  of  slavery  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  would 
go  far  to  tranquillize  the  South.  But  what  would  that 
vote  be?  The  opinion  of  gentlemen  sent  there  fur  two 
years.  And  was  it  certain  that  that  would  be  the  opin- 
ion of  the  next  House?  Would  it  furnish  any  sort  of  as- 
surance on  that  subject?  It  was  asking  too  much.  It 
was  enough  to  ask  of  that  House,  and  enough  for  tlie 
House  to  declare,  that  it  would  not  act  upon  the  subject. 
IMiat  was  reasonable;  that  was  unquestionably  the  sense 
of  the  House;  and  it  ought  to  content  gentlemen  in 
every  qusrter. 

The  proposition  submitted  or  suggested  by  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Owairs,]  did  not 
affirm  either  point  to  which  he  had  referred.  It  did  not 
affirm  that  Congress  had  not  the  power— it  did  not  affirm 
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Uitt    that  House  would  not  receive  the  petitions,  but 
merely  and  directly  and  explicitly,  that  the  House  was 
ft  verse,  and  would  not  act  upon  any  such  subject.    That 
was    reasonable,  and  was  precisely  equivalent  to  laying 
sticli  petitions  on  the  table.     Mr.  R.  believed  that  those 
resolutions  would  nrteet  the  cordial  and  universal  appro- 
button  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  North,  except  those,  if 
any  there  were,  who  would  be  disposed  to  encourage 
the  getting  up  of  these  petitions.     The  resolutions  did 
not  touch  the  power  of  the  House.     It  was  unquestion- 
able that  there  was  a  strong  and  6xed  sentiment  of  that 
Mouse  and  of  the  whole  country  on  this  question.  Why, 
tVien,  permit  themselves  to  change  the  position  they  had 
taken,  and  involve  themselves  in  the  examination  of  con- 
troverted and  debatable  ground,  and  thereby  lose  the 
l»i|Ch  character  the  House  had  certainly  occupied  upon 
this  subject?     He  did  hope  sincerely  that  the  motion  to 
reconsider  the  reference  of  the  petition  would  be  at 
once  adopted,  and  that  they  should  either  lay  it  on  the 
table,  ur  apply  the  resolutions  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  to  it.     Pass  those  resolutions,  and  they  will  fur- 
nish a  clear,  direct,  and  unequivocal  expression  of  the 
sense  of  the  House  that  it  will  in  no  event  act  upon  the 
subject. 

Mr.  SLADE  rose  to  address  the  House;  but,  stating 
that  he  was  much  exhausted  by  the  long  sitting,  asked 
the  House  to  indu'ge  him  with  an  adjournment,  in  order 
that  he  might  express  his  views. 

SUPFEREKS  BY  FIRE  IN  NEW  YORK. 

Mr.  CAMRRELENG,  by  leave  of  the  House,  offered 
the  following  amended  bill,  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers 
by  the  fire  in  New  York,  stating  that  the  committee,  after 
consultation,  had  determined  upon  some  alterations, 
which  they  thought  would  render  it  more  acceptable  to 
the  House. 

The  following  is  the  bill  as  amended : 

A  BILL  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by  fire  in  the  city 

of  New  York. 

Be  it  enaefed  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Unitea  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem- 
bled^ That  the  collector  of  the  port  of  New  York  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized,  as  he  may  deem  best  cal- 
culated to  secure  the  interests  of  tlie  United  States,  to 
cause  to  be  extended  (with  the  assent  of  tlie  sureties 
thereon,  to  all  persons  who  have  suffered  loss  of  prop- 
erty by  the  lale  conflagration  at  that  place)  the  time  of 
payment  of  alt  bonds  heretofore  given   for  duties  as 
aforesaid,  to  periods  not  exceeding  an  average  of  three, 
four,  and  five  years,  from  and  af\er  the  day  of  payment 
specified  in  the  bonds;  or  to  allow  the  said  bonds  to  be 
cancelled  upon  giving  to  the  said  collector  new  bonds, 
with  one  or  more  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  said 
collector,  for  the  sums  of  the  former  bonds,  respective- 
ly payable  in  average  periods  of.  three,  four,  and  five 
years,  from  and  after  the  day  of  payment  specified  in 
the  bonds  to  be  taken   up  or  cancelled   as  aforesaid. 
And  the  said  collector  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed 
to  ^ive  up  or  cancel  all  such  bonds  upon  the  receipt  of 
others  described  in  this  set;  which  last-mentioned  bonds 
shall  be  proceeded   with,   in  all  respects,   like  other 
bonds  which  are  takf  n  by  collectors  for  duties  due  to 
tlie  United  States:  Provided,  hotoever.  That  nothing  in 
this  act  contained  shall  extend  to  bonds  which  had  fallen 
due  before  the  17ih  day  of  the  present  month. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  transfer  to  such 
banks  as  he  may  select,  as  safe  depositories  of  the  pub- 
lic treasure,  any  surplus  moneys  of  the  Government,  or 
any  part  thereof,  which  may  not  be  required  for  the 
public  service,  and  to  permit  the  same  to  remain  in  such 


banks  for  a  period  not  exceeding  twelve  months  from  the 
passage  of  this  act.  Provided  that  this  section  shall  not 
interfere  with  any  further  regulation  of  Congress  con- 
cerning the  collection,  deposile,  distribution,  or  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  moneys. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  SLADE,  the  House  then  adjourned. 


WXDKESDAT,  DRCEMDKII  23. 

OHIO  BOUNDARY. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  ADAMS  called  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  subject  of  the  President's  message  in  relation  to 
the  northern  boundary  of  Ohio.  It  would  be  recollected, 
he  said,  that  the  subject  was  referred,  ten  days  ago,  to  a 
select  committee,  at  his  instance,  and  the  Chair  had 
done  him  the  honor  to  appoint  him  chairman  of  that 
committee.  Subsequently,  a  motion  was  made  to  re- 
consider the  reference  of  the  subject  to  a  select  commit- 
tee. His  object  in  rising  was  to  give  notice  that,  unless 
the  question  of  reconsideration  should  be  taken  up  and 
disposed  of  to<day,  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  call  the 
committee  togfether,  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  to 
consider  the  subject  referred  to  them. 

SLAVERY  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

IMie  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Pattov,  to  reconsider  the  vote  referring  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  a  petition  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Drioos,  from  sundry  citizens  of  Massachu- 
setts, praying  Congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

Mr.  SLADE,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  rose  and 
said  be  had  been  charged  by  a  large  and  respectable 
portion  of  his  constituents  with  the  duty  of  presenting 
memorials  of  similar  import  to  that  under  discussion; 
and  for  that  reason,  if  fur  no  other,  he  felt  bound  to 
ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House  to  a  few  remarks. 

He  approached  the  subject,  he  said,  with  an  oppres- 
sive sense  of  its  magnitude,  and  knowing  its  exciting 
character,  of  the  great  danger  of  being  betrayed,  in  the 
progress  of  its  discussion,  into  a  state  of  feeling,  un- 
suited  to  the  place  and  the  occasion.  It  was  a  subject 
on  which  he,  as  well  as  his  constituents,  felt  most  deep- 
ly; and  he  could  neither  represent  their  feelings,  nor 
express  his  own,  without  a  plainness  and  directness 
which  might  give  offence.  He  begged  gentlemen  to 
believe,  however,  thai  he  shoidd  say  nothing  tntende<l 
to  give  the  slightest  personal  offence  to  any;  though  he 
should,  without  fear  of  any,  vindicate  the  petitioners, 
and  assert  the  claims  of  those  in  whose  behalf  they  plead. 
He  regretted  to  hear  the  memorialists  spoken  of  in  de« 
bate  as  intruders,  and  their  respectful  petitions  upon  a 
subject  of  great  national  importance  treated  as  a  vexa- 
tious intermeddling  with  concerns  in  which  they  have 
no  interest.  Gentlemen  must  have  patience.  These 
petitioners,  as  far  as  he  was  acquainted  with  them,  were 
among  the  most  intelligent  and  respectable  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  they  reside;  while  the  subject  of  their 
petitions  was  one  of  which  it  well  became  them  to  speak, 
and  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  hear. 

The  great  purpose  (said  Mr.  S.)  of  most  of  those  who 
have  hitherto  spoken  upon  this  subject  seems  to  be  to 
get  rid  of  the  petitions.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Bsardslxt]  wishes  to  have  them  all  laid  on 
the  table,  as  fast  as  presented,  and  **  nailed"  there;  and 
yet  he  is  exceedingly  regardful  of  the  ''sacred  right  of 
petitioning,"  which  must  on  no  account  whatever  be 
impaired.  The  gentlemen  from  South  Carolina  [Messrs. 
Hamkokd,  Pick  bus,  and  Thompsoii]  are  more  consis- 
tent. They  profess  to  regard  the  petitions  as  disre- 
spectful, and  the  petitioners  as  ofAcious  meddlers  with 
that  which  does  not  concern  them.     They,  therefore. 


2043 


GALES  &  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


2044 


II.  ov  R.] 


Skuftry  in  fhe  Dintrid  of  Columbia* 


[Dbc.  23,  1S35, 


would  liMre  the  petitions  rejectee!.  There  i<  in  this  the 
merit  at  leaiit  of  cons'stency,  ami  the  ipeiitlemen  have 
my  thanks  for  evincinir  a  Hiaposition  to  meet  the  ques- 
tion fairly.  Another  (^entlemin,  my  honorable  friend 
from  Maasachusetta,  [Mr.  Adams,]  would  have  the  pe- 
titions committed  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia;  in  other  words,  to  use  his  own  significant, 
and,  in  this  case,  appropriate  Unp^uasre,  to  have  them 
cons'g'ned  to  the  "  fumily  vatdt  of  all  the  Capulets;" 
and  yet  he,  too,  is  jealous  of  the  "sacred  rijflit*'  of  pe- 
.tition!  The  sacrrd  rifrht  of  petition? — that  is  to  say, 
the  "sacred  riRht"  of  heinjif  "  nailed  to  the  table,'*  bv 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  or  the  «  sacred  right*' 
of  being  gathered  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
into  the  "family  vatdt  of  all  the  Capult-ts.'* 

Sir,  the  petitioners  well  understaml  the  nature  of 
both  these  rights.  The  last  thry  have  long  enjoyed, 
and  desire  to  enjoy  it  no  longer.  They  want  the  action 
of  Congress  on  the  subject,  which,  judging  from  the 
pa^t,  they  are  sure  not  to  have,  if  it  is  to  depend  upon 
the  decisive  action  of  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia.  I  intend  no  disrespect  to  that  committee. 
To  continue  to  do  what  has  been  done — that  is,  to  do 
notliing—would  follow  of  cotirse  a  commitment  to  them, 
with  an  express  understanding  th:«t  the  petitions  were 
consigned  to  the  tomb,  without  the  hope  of  a  resurrec- 
tion. 

I,  sir,  (said  Mr.  S.,)  am  in  favor  of  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners.  1  believe  that  Congress  has  a  right  to  legts- 
Ute  on  the  subject,  and  that  the  time  has  come  when  it 
ought  to  legislate.  Something  haa  been  sugigested  with 
regard  to  political  objects  connected  with  the  present- 
ing of  these  petitions.  Sir,  1  have  no  such  object,  nor 
do  1  believe  that  any  such  purpose  exiHts  in  tlie  minds 
of  the  petitioners.  Tliey  are  moved  by  a  spirit  of  phi- 
litnthropv,  and  deprecate  the  mingling  of  any  consider- 
ations wrth  this  question  which  may  tend  to  divert  at- 
tention from  its  real  mt'Hts. 

Gentlemen,  I  regret  to  say,  seem  willing  to  overlook 
the  real  object  of  the  petitioner.%  and  to  go  off*  into  de- 
nunciations of  "  abolitionitji,"  to  the  end  that  the  odium 
which  has  been  attached  to  their  measures  for  effecting 
the  abolition  of  hUvery  in  the  StMtes  may  he  transferred 
to  the  exercise  of  an  acknowledged  right  of  unking  Con* 
gress  to  abolish  it  in  this  Di^rict.  Dut  what  do  the  pe- 
titioners a^k  at  our  hands* >  Why,  sir,  simply  that  meas- 
ures may  be  tsken  to  put  an  end  to  slavery  here,  and 
especially  that  here,  where  the  flag  of  freedom  floats 
over  the  Cspitol  of  this  great  republic,  and  where  the 
authority  of  that  republic  is  supreme,  the  trade  in  hu- 
man flesh  may  be  abolished.  These  are  the  questions 
which  gentlemen  are  called  on  to  meet,  but  which  they 
do  not  meet,  either  by  calling  the  petitionera  **  ignorant 
fanatics,"  or  denouncing  them  as  "murderers  and  in- 
cendiarie.*."  If,  in  the  fervor  of  their  philanthropy, 
any  have  adopted  measures  of  more  titan  dmibtful  ex- 
pediency, for  the  purpose  of  acting  on  the  public  senti- 
ment in  the  slave  States,  in  favor  of  immediate  emanci- 
pation, it  surely  furnishes  no  resson  why  we  should  ob- 
stinately shut  our  eyes  to  the  evils  which  are  within  our 
control,  and  which  call  loudly  for  our  interposition. 

1  have  said,  sir,  that  I  am  in  favor  of  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners.  Let  nie  not  be  misunderstood.  l*he  abo- 
lition of  slavery  which  I  would  advocate  is  a  gradual  abo- 
lition. I  believe  the  immediate  and  unqualified  abolition 
of  slavery  to  be  inconsistent  with  a  just  regard,  both  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  community,  and  the  highest 
welfare  of  the  slave.  I'he  philanthropy  which  aims  at 
such  an  abolition,  whatever  I  may  think  of  its  purity,  1 
cannot  commend  for  its  intelligence  or  discretion.  But 
though  I  would  have  abolition  advance  by  a  gradual 
progress  towards  Its  final  consummation,  I  would  have 
the  work  begin  immediately.    Sir,  I  cannot  stand  here 


aa  a  freeman,  and  the  representative  of  freemen,  wt^- 
out  declaring,  in  the  face  of  this  HcHise  and  of  the  wortd, 
that  the  right  to  hold  men  as  gorMis  and  cliatteK  k^ 
ject  to  sale  and  transfer,  st  the  will  of  a  master,  shook! 
cease  and  he  discontinued  instantly  and  forever. 

But  while  I  say  this,  I  would  not  render  worse  fte 
condition  of  the  slave,  by  conferring  upon  him  ri^ 
which  he  is  not  fitted  to  enjoy,  and  which  woulcl  beooae 
to  him  a  curse  rather  than  a  blessing.  1  would  not,  it 
once,  entirely  emancipate  him  from  the  control  of  ls 
master.  Rut  it  should  not  be,  as  now,  an  arhtirary,  §-• 
qualified  control.  F(»r  that  conttol  I  would  aubsuist: 
the  authority  of  law,  which  ahoidd  be  supreme,  h 
saying  this,  sir,  I  do  hut  carry  out  a  principle  which 
has  long  been  dear  to  me  as  an  anti-mason.  I  have 
maintained,  and  still  maintain,  and  shall  conlinne  ta 
maintain,  as  a  c«irdinal  principle  in  my  political  cree^ 
that,  in  opposition  to  all  individual,  and  all  aa^odsred, 
self-constituted  aiithoritv,  the  laws  should  be  maintaiae^ 
in  full  and  uncontrolled  supremacy.  l*here  is  no  bei<tg; 
entitled  to  the  appellation  of  man,  who  should  not  fiei 
shelter  under  the  xgis  of  their  bro^d  and  ample  protec- 
tion. In  applying  this  princi{de  to  the  case  of  the  shvt, 
however,  I  would  not  confer  upon  him  the  same  ri^ 
wiiich  are  possessed  by  his  master;  and  for  the  obvioai 
r;  ason  that  he  is  not  fitted  to  enjoy  them.  But  I  mooid 
plsce  him  under  the  supervision  of  laws  made  for  \^ 
special  benefit,  and  adapted  to  his  new  condition — bvi 
which  should  essentially  qualify  the  contrtd  of  the  ntf- 
ter  over  him — laws  which  shcMdd  protect  him  in  all  tic 
rights  which  he  is  fitted  to  enjoy,  and  prepare  him  ff< 
the  enjoyment  of  those  to  which  it  wouhl  be  but  a  sui- 
cidal philanthropy  immediately  to  admit  him.  Sir,  «e 
owe  it  to  this  degraded  race  of  men  to  prepare  them  for 
freedom;  to  communicate  to  them  moral  and  religions 
and  literary  instruction;  to  restore  and  protect  the  do- 
mestic relations  among  them;  to  teach  them  the  tlutei 
which  they  owe  to  Ciful,  and  to  us,  and  to  i>ne  another; 
and  to  build  upon  the  fouiuUtion  of  a  conscious  response 
hility  to  the  g^ivernment  of  Heaven,  and  the  authority 
of  righteous  human  laws,  a  social  structure  which  it  sliail 
be  our  glory  to  rear,  and  their  highest  earthly  happints 
to  enjoy. 

Dut,  Mr.  Speaker,  while  I  thus  repudiate  the  doctrine 
of  the  immecliste  and  unqualified  abolition  of  slavery,  I 
maintain  the  duty  of  immediately  ami  absolutely  abolish- 
ing the  sUve  trade  within  the  limits  of  this  District. 
And  here  I  come  to  a  p:irt  of  the  subject  which  gentle- 
men do  not  choose  to  approach,  but  manifestly  desire 
to  avoid.  In  tliis  I  commend  their  prudence.  The 
slave  trade  is  an  evil  for  which  they  well  know  there  is 
no  defence,  and  no  palliation.  I  regret,  sir,  that  1  have 
not  the  means  of  ascertaining  its  extent  and  character 
within  this  District.  But  the  fact  that  I  have  no  such 
means  furnishes  a  strong  argument  for  referring  the  pe- 
titions to  a  select  committee,  raise<l  for  the  purpose  of 
going  into  a  full  investigation,  and  making  a  full  report 
of  the  facts  connected  with  this  tm(Bc.  1  can  at  present 
only  say,  I  am  well  assured  that  the  trade  is  actively 
carried  on  in  ihe  cities  both  of  Washington  and  Alexan- 
dria,* especially  in  the  latter,  where  there  is  a  large  re- 

*  The  following  advertisements  appear,  daily,  in  the 
principal  newspapers  in  this  city : 

<*CASH  FOR  200  NEGROBS, 

"Including  both  sexes,  from  twelve  to  twcnty.fire 
years  of  age.  Persons  having  servants  to  dispose  of  will 
find  it  to  their  interest  to  give  me  a  call,  as  I  will  give 
higher  prices,  in  cash,  than  any  other  purchaser  who  is 
now  ia  this  market.  I  can  at  all  times  be  found  at  the 
Mechanics'  Hall,  now  kept  by  B.  O.  Sheckel,  and  for- 
merly kept  by  Isaac  Beers,  on  Seventh  street*  a  few 
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ptacle  for  the  leciirinfir  of  slam  purchtsrd  in  this 
District  and  tt^e  fturrmindinfif  country;  from  which  they 
are,  from  tim'c  to  time,  shipped  to  9npp1y  the  markets 
in  the  southern  and  southwestern  ports  of  the  United 
SIstea.    I  need  not  say  that,  what  is  usually  connected 
'witli  the  sisve  trade  elsewhere  is  connected  with  it  here — 
the    forced  and  final  separation  of  parents  and  children, 
of   brothers  and  sisters,  of  htisban'is  and   wives — the 
utter  annihilation  of  all  the  endearinfi:  relations  of  hu- 
man life,  and  the  substitution  of  the  single  relation  which 
property  bears  to  its  absolute  proprietor. 

Sir,  shall  this  trade  in  human  flesh  be  permitte<l  to 

continue  in  the  very  heart  of  this  republic?    Shall  the 

law   remain  upon  our  statute  book,  wliich  scdemnly  pro- 

notinces  the  citizen  of  the  United  States  who  is  found 

^nj^Af^ed  in  the  slave  trade  upon  the  high  sens  «  a  pirate/' 

and  dooms  him  to  "suffer  death,"  while  here,  in  sif^ht 

of  this  very  Capitol,  the  same  trade  is  carried  on  with 

impunity?    Shall  our  citizens,  who  make  merchandise 

of   men  upon  the  ocean,  be  hiinted  as  outlaws,  while 

here,  the  same  offenders  against  the  human  race  are 

Buffered  to  pursue  the  guilty  traffic  unmolested?    Sir, 

this   subject  demands  a  searchincf  investigntion.     Will 

gentlemen  deny  such  investigation^    Shall  the  petitions 

which  ask  for  it  be  "  nailed  to  the  table,"  or  «  buried 

in  the  tomb  of  all  the  Capulets?"    I  trust  they  will  not 

be  thus  disposed  of,  and  that  no  fear  f»f  '*  excitement" 

will  deter  us  from  probing  the  subject  to  the  bottom, 

and  administering  a  prompt  and  effectual  remedy. 

I  hare,  Mr.  Speaker,  spoken  plainly  and  decidedly, 
because  it  ia  diie  to  the  people  whom  I  have  the  houfir 
to  represent,  that  I  should  thus  speak.     It  seems  to  me,  I 
air,  tliat  the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  the  North  are  ' 
not  fairly  understood  here  on  this  subject. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  [Mr. 
Piercb]  has  said  that  not  one  in  five  hundred  of  his  can* 
stitaents  were  in  favor  of  the  object  of  these  petitions; 
and  other  gentlemen  have  been  understood  to  assert  that 
the  great  mass  of  the  northern  people  are  opposed  to 
any  action  of  Congrets  upon  the  subject.     To  sustain 
this  view  of  the  matter,  the  resolutions  of  public  meetings 
at  the  North,  disapproving  certain  measures  of  tlie  abo- 
litionists, have  been  adverted  to.     I  am  well  aware,  sir, 
of  the  import  of  those  resolutions,  and  think  I  understand 
something  of  the  nature  of  that  public  sentiment  which 
they  indicate.     And  I  must  be  permitted  to  say,  that  I 
believe  gentlemen  are  much  mistaken  in  supposing  I  hat 
they  furnish  evidence  that  the  general  sentiment  at  the 
North  is  opposed  to  the  favorable  action  of  Congress 
upon  the  memorials  which  are  now  on  your  table.     No, 
sir;  the  meetings  which  adopted  the  resolutions  in  ques- 
tion  were  got  up  with  no  reference  to  this  subject. 
AVIiat  are  tlie  facts'    The  southern  country  had  been 
suddenly  flooded  from  the  North  with  anti-slavery  pub- 
lications; and  northern  meetings  were,  thereupon,  con- 
vened to  disavow  a  participation  in  the  obnoxious  meas- 
*  ure,  and  to  express  their  disapprobation'of  it.  This  they 
did,  indeed,  in  strong,  decided  language.     But  let  not 
gentlemen  mistake  the  import  of  all  this.     It  was  the 

doort  below  Lloyd's  tavern,  opposite  the  Centre  mar- 
ket.   All  communications  promptly  attended  to. 

«*JAMBS  BIRCH, 
••  dec  4— dtf  ••  Washington  City." 

<«CASH  FOR  500  NUGRORS, 

"  Includins^  both  sexes,  from  twelve  to  twenty-five 
yesrs  uf  age.  Persons  liaving  likely  servants  to  dispose 
of  will  find  it  to  their  interest  to  give  ua  a  call,  as  we 
will  give  higher  price*,  in  cash,  than  any  other  parcha- 
■er  who  is  now  or  may  hereafter  come  into  market. 

•'FRANKLIN  &  ARMFIKLD. 

"Alexandria,  April  6— d&sw." 


nuanire  to  which  I  have  alluded  which  brotight  into  ex- 
istence these  meetings,  and  it  was  this  ajpainst  which 
their  proceedings  were  mainly  directed.  The  question 
of  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  this 
District  was  not  agitsted.  It  is  not  so  much  as  alluded 
to  in  the  resolutions  of  the  Philadelphia,  New  York,  or 
Boston  meetings;  but  the  doctrine  of  immediate  aboli- 
ti'>n,  and  the  *'  extravagant  proceedings"  (to  use  the 
language  of  the  New  York  resolutions)  of  the  abolition- 
ists, constitute  the  burden  of  them  all. 

Sir,  there  are  very  many  of  those  who  are  disposed  to 
press  upon  Congress  the  duty  of  granting  the  prayer  of 
these  petitions,  who  did  not  and  do  not  approve  the 
views  and  measures  to  which  I  have  adverted;  and  it  is 
due  to  frankness  to  lay,  air,  that  I  am  among  that  num- 
ber. I  have  never  been  able  to  perceive  the  expediencv 
or  propriety  of  attempting  to  inundate  the  South  with 
even  nnexceptionable  publications  on  this  subject,  much 
less  those  having  a  direct  tendency  to  excite  the  passions 
of  the  slave,  and  tempt  him  to  force  the  bondage  which 
it  is  not  for  him  to  break,  but  fur  others  to  unloose.     I 
admire,  indeed,  the  purity  of  the  philanthropy  wh'.ch 
seeks  to  abolish  the  institution  of  slavery,  and  elevate  the 
degraded  children  of  Africa  from  the  condition  of  prop- 
erty to  the  privileges  of  men;  bot  I  deplore  its  often 
misdirected  seal,  and  deprecate  the  reaction  which  it  is 
calculated  to  produce.     The  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
Slates  must  he  their  own  work.     To  convince  them  that 
the  whole  system  is  ruinous  and  wrong,  is  not  the  labor 
of  a  day  or  a  year.     All  the  questions  connected  with 
this  subject  are  eminently  practical  questions,  and  noth- 
ing can  be  more  obvious  than  the  danger  of  failing  to 
accomplish  any  thing  by  a  premature  effort  to  accom- 
plish at  once  all  that  an  ardent  philanthropy  may  desire. 
1  have  said  that  the  public  sentiment  at  the  North  is 
not  understood  on  this  subject.  I  believe,  sir,  it  is  great- 
ly misunderstood.     A  large  majority  of  the  people  are 
opposed  to  certain  views  and  measures,  connecte<l  witli 
the  proposed  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  States;  but  they 
entertain,  at  the  same  time,  an  irreconcilable  aversion  to 
the  institution  of  slavery,  in  all  its  forms.     The  most 
conclusive  evidence  of  this  is  furnished  in  all  the  pro- 
ceedings at  the  North,  which  have  been  adverted  to  in 
this  debate,  as  an  index  of  public  sentiment  there.  Thus 
the  preamble  to  the  Boston  resolutions  declares,  <*  We 
hold  this  truth  to  be  indisputsble,  that  the  condition  of 
slavery  finds  no  advocates  among  our  citizens.  Our  laws 
do  not  authorize  it;  our  principles  revolt  against  it;  our 
citizens  will  not  tolerate  its  existence  among  them. 

Tills,  sir,  expresses,  I  believe,  the  universal  sentiment 
at  the  North  on  this  subject.  It  is  a  sentiment  which  is 
not  the  production  of  a  momentary  excitement,  but  is 
deeply  seated  in  the  sober  and  settled  convictions  of  the 
public  mind.  And,  sir,  let  me  assure  gentlemen  that  no 
expressions  of  disapprobation  in  regard  to  the  measures 
of  '*  abolitionists,"  or  doubts  aa  to  the  practicability  of 
immediate  emancipation,  are  to  be  taken  as  evidence 
that  the  '•  principlea"  of  the  northern  people  have 
ceased  to  **  revolt  against"  slavery;  or  that  they  will  not 
avail  themaelvet  of  every  suitable  occasion  to  discuu  it, 
as  well  as  of  all  reasonable  and  constitutional  means  of 
remedying  the  evil.  The  slavery  of  the  States  they  know 
they  cannot  reach,  but  by  moral  influence;  and  that  in- 
fluence they  think  can  be  made  most  effectual  through 
kind  and  respectful,  though  earnest  and  urgent  appeals 
to  the  southern  interest  and  the  southern  conscience.  But 
slavery  here  they  regard  as  within  the  competency  of 
national  legislation,  and  hold  themselves,  in  common 
with  the  whole  country,  directly  responsible  for  its  con- 
tinuance. And  I  need  hardly  say  that  there  is  a  very 
general  desire  that  measures  may  be  immediately  taken, 
looking  to  its  final  abolition;  and  especially  that  what 
hat,  by  almost  the  whole  civilised  world,  come  to  be 
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accounted  piracy  upon  the  hij^li  seas,  Rhall  no  longer  be 
suffered  to  go  unpunished  and  unmolested  in  Ihe  capital 
of  this  republic. 

The  venerable  member  Trom  Massachueetti  [Mr.  Ad- 
ams] has  said,  and  said  truly,  (hat  opposition  to  slavery 
\»,  with  the  people  of  the  North,  a  religioua  principle. 
An  honoi-ahte  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Johss]  re- 
plies, by  asking,  wilti  emphasis,  whether  it  is  the  religion 
of  the  Saviour  of  men?  Sir,  I  did  not  expect  to  hear 
such  a  question  seriously  propounded  here.  I  was  not 
prepared  for  an  intimation  that  that  religion  justified  the 
holding  of  human  beings  as  property.  Why,  sir,  what 
is  the  great,  leading,  moral  precept  put  forth  by  that 
Saviour,  whose  name  is  thus  invoked  to  sanction  the 
practice  of  slavery? 

**  All  things  whatsoever  ye  would  that  men  should  do 
unlo  you,  do  ye  even  so  to  them." 

Sir,  I  will  attempt  no  commentary  on  (his  precept.  It 
needs  none.  I  will  only  say  that  it  contains  the  seminal 
principle  of  the  pure  and  elevated  morality  of  the 
Christian  s>stem — a  morality  so  congenial  with  the  spirit, 
and  so  constantly  enforced  by  the  example  of  its  Divine 
author  while  upon  earth. 

Now,  sir,  let  grnllemen  show  me  that  Africans  are  not 
*' men,"  and  I  will  give  up  the  argument.  But  until 
this  is  done,  until  the  declaration  is  blotted  from  the 
Hook  of  Revelation,  that  **  God  hath  made  of  one  blocd 
all  nations  of  men,  to  dwell  on  all  the  face  of  the  earth,*' 
and  until  this  great  truth  cea^s  to  find  a  response  in 
every  human  bosom,  shall  slavery  stand  rebuked  by  this 
all-comprehensive  and  sublime  precept  of  the  Saviour 
of  men. 

But,  sir,  the  religion  wh*ch  contains  this  precept,  rIso 
enjoins  submission  to  the  ••powers  that  be."  The  same 
mouth  which  uttered  it  said,  ••  render  unto  Cjcsar  the 
things  which  are  CaesarV — a  precept  coinci<lcnt  with 
that  which  exhorts — "servants,  be  obedient  to  your  own 
masters;  not  answering  again;  not  purloining,  but  show- 
ing all  good  fidelity."  1'he  Saviour  made  it  no  part  of 
his  business,  uhilc  upon  earth,  to  subvert  the  existing 
order  of  things,  or  to  prescribe  specific  regulations  for 
the  administration  of  civil  government.  But  he  <;ame  to 
redeem  men  from  sin — to  write  the  law  of  love  upon 
their  hearts — ^to  estsblish  principles  and  proclaim  pre- 
ceplM,  before  whose  searching  and  all-pervading  influence 
the  time-honored  systems  of  injuslicf  and  oppression  shall 
melt  awHy. 

Permit  me  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  examine,  for  a  few 
momenta,  some  of  the  objections  which  are  urged  against 
the  legislation  of  Congress  on  this  subject. 

We  are  told,  in  the  first  place,  that  this  is  a  question 
which  concerns  exclusively  the  people  of  this  District; 
that  the  petitioners  liave  no  interest  in  it,  and  have  no 
more  right  to  ask  Congress  to  abolish  slavery  here  than 
they  have  to  petition  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  to  abol- 
ish it  within  her  limits. 

Sir,  the  people  who  have  signed  these  petitions  re- 
gard themselves  as  citizens,  not  alone  of  the  particular 
States  in  which  they  reside,  but  of  the  republic.  Eve- 
ry interest  within  the  scope  of  the  legislation  of  Con- 
gress if  their  interest.  Every  thing  which  concerns  this 
territory  concerns  them:  its  police;  the  value  and  se- 
curity of  the  public  property  within  its  limits;  and  the 
safety  of  the  representative  bodies  annually  assembled 
here.  This  Is  the  growing  capital  of  a  great  republic. 
What  may  be  the  absolute  or  relative  increase  of  its 
slave  population,  or  how  much  it  msy  affect  the  future 
condition  of  this  District,  cannot  easily  be  foreseen. 
That  population  amounted,  in  1830,  to  more  than  6,000. 
The  time  may  come  when  it  will  amount  to  ten  times 
that  number.  And  is  it  of  no  importance  to  our  coun- 
try whether  its  Capitol  shall  be  surrounded  by  a  mass  of 
hardy,  Independent  freemen,  ready  to  peril  their  lives 


in  defending  it,  as  well  as  themselves,    rmcn  the  mu 
sion  of  a  foreign  power,  or  whether  it  shall  be  j^isardfe 
by  60,000  slaves,  who,  instead  of  rallyinf;  in  its  4efcaet^ 
may  hail  the  invader  as  an  angel  of  deliverance  fr  ' 
their  bondage?     And  is  not  this  subject  inTested  vrtiik- 
ditional  interest,  when  it  is  considered  that  the  Cong*ta 
of  the  United   States  will   be  surroundetl    by  suda  «r 
amount  of  such  a  population?     Have   the    petiticiie*«.   i 
then,  as  a  part  of  the  American  people,  no  intere^^ 
this  question? 

And  then,  too,  tliere  is  the  character  of  the  countr},  la 
it  may  be  aflTeeted  by  the  institutions  within  the  tcm*'w 
ry,  where  the  legislative  power  of  that  countiy  n  n,-  • 
preme.     Is  slavery  tolerated  in  this  District? — the  pe- 
titioners feel  themselves,  in  some  sense,  responsible  ^^'  ) 
it.     Is  merchandise  made  of  men,  within  si^ht  of  r  £ 
Capitol  in  which  their  Represent atiTes  are  aasncbirc,   | 
and  on  whose  summit  wave  the  atrpes  and  ti»e  star»&i 
freedom? — as  Americans,  they  keenly  feel  the  reprracfc, 
and  instinctively  reach /ortli  their  hands  to  urpe  gl' 
the  stain  from  the  escutcheon  of  their  count  r}*. 

But,  in  the  second  place,  it  is  asserted   that  Congrra 
has  no  right  to  legislate  on  this  subject)  that,  hour^:! 
great  may  be  the  evil  of  slavery  or  the  slave  trade  ^i\un 
this  District,  it  is  an  evil  which  must  be  borne,  aince  k-    i 
thority  to  remedy  it  is  not  to  be  found  amon^  the  poair.    ( 
grantt  d  in  the  constitution. 

And  what  are  the  powers  of  Congress  toucluug  tlsi 
subject?  Is  it  true  that  Congrt  ss isauthnrized  to  ei^tci-i 
ita  legislation  to  the  high  seas,  even  to  the  very  coast  nt' 
Africa,  and  to  prohibit  the  traffic  in  kla%'es,  under  thz 
penalty  of  death,  while  it  is  powerless  to  reach  the  sairt 
evil  in  the  very  heart  of  the  rrpubhc?  If  the  grant  o! 
powers  must  be  so  constnied— if  there  is  clearly  no  at.- 
thority  by  which  the  Government  can  act  in  this  mat!c^ 
then  must  we  submit  to  the  evil,  and  wait  an  amemlment 
of  the  constitution,  which  shall  make  it  consilient  sitii 
itself,  and  save  the  country  from  reproach. 

But,  sir,  fortunately  for  the  country,  the  constitutior, 
through  which  we  derive  our  powers,  is  not  thus  deftc- 
live.  The  power  to  legislate  upon  this  subject  is  gi  ant- 
ed; and  that,  not  by  remote  implication,  but  in  icrtn* 
of  obvious  and  familiar  import.  The  8th  section  of  the 
first  article  gives  to  Congress  authority  *Mo  cxerc»e 
exclusive  legislation,  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  over  soih 
district  (not  exceeding  ten  miles  square]  as  may,  by 
cession  of  particular  States,  and  the  acceptance  ofCtMi- 
gress,  become  the  seat  of  Government  of  the  Utiircd 
States." 

In  the  first  place,  let  it  be  observed,  the  power  of  Cchi- 
gress  to  legislate  in  this  District  is  exclusive.  There  ii 
no  other  jurisdiction,  either  concurrent  or  conflictiii^. 
The  jurisdiction  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  from  which 
this  territory  was  acquired  by  cession,  is  as  perfectly  ex- 
cluded as  is  the  authority  and  jurisdiction  of  the  Empe- 
ror of  all  the  Russiaa. 

The  exclusive  character  of  the  jurisdiction  being  ap-  * 
parent,  the  next  question  is,  what  is  its  extent  >  The  sn- 
swer  is  in  the  language  of  the  grant,  that  it  extends  to 
**  all  cases  whatsoever."  The  framers  of  the  constitu- 
Xion  could  have  employed  no  language  of  more  compre- 
hensive import  than  this— **  all  cases  whatsoever."  But 
are  there  no  limitations  to  this?  Certainly.  The  grant  is 
subject  to  the  limitations  which  are  incident  to  all  legis- 
lative power.  There  are  many  things  which  no  L«>icis- 
lature  can  rightfully  do.  It  cannot  pass  an  export  facfo 
law.  It  cannot,  by  a  mere  act  of  legislation,  transfer  the 
property  of  one  individual  to  another.  It  cannot  author- 
ize the  commission  of  crime.  These,  and  such  like 
limitations,  exist  in  the  present  case;  not  because  of  any 
thing  In  the  language  of  the  grant,  l)ut  because  they  are 
inherent  in  the  very  nature  of  all  legislative  power. 
Now,  wilt  it  be  seriously  contended  that  the  abolition  of 
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I  a  very  and  the  »Uve  trade  is  embraced  within  these  im- 
plied limitations  of  lef^istative  power?  Is  it  not  within  the 
competency  of  ordinary  1e|i^is1ation  ?  Have  not  slavery  and 
he  fdave  trade  been  abolished  by  niany  States  of  this 
Jnion;  and  that  not  upon  the  ground,  as  has  been  sug- 
gested in  debate,  of  interest  merely,  but  because,  when 
horoughly  examined,  the  pretended  right  to  hold  and 
iransrer  men  as  property  has  been  found  to  rest  on  no 
tubstantial  foundation?  Indeed,  the  opposers  of  these 
petitions  themselves,  by  laboring  as  they  do  to  derive  a 
prohibition  to  legislate  on  this  subject  from  the  consti- 
tution, and  from  the  reservations  in  the  cessions  of  this 
territory,  manifestly  betray  an  unwillingness  to  trust  the 
claim  to  exemption  from  congressional  legislation  to  the 
nattiral  limitation  of  legislative  power. 

It  is  said,  indeed,  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
IViss,]  that  the  States  which  have  abolished  slavery 
have  not  violated  the  great  principle  of  vested  rights, 
by  taking  slave  property  against  the  consent  of  the  own- 
ers  and  without  compensation;*'   but  that  they  have 
merely.  *'  adopted  the  pott  nati  principle^  and  declared 
that  rigflits  which  did  not  exist  at  the  time  should  never 
exist  8*'  that  is,  that  the  issue  of  slaves,  bom  af\er  a  cer- 
tain future  time,  should  be  free.     Without  stopping  to 
inquire  into  the  correctness  of  (his,  in  point  of  fact,  but, 
for  the  purposes  of  this  argument,  admitting  it,  let  me 
aslc  mrlial  is  the  difference  in  principle  between  depri- 
ving an  individual  of  his  slave  by  act  oflegislation,  and  of 
the  right  to  the  issue  of  that  slave  by  the  same  act? 
Upon  common   principles,  an   absolute  right   to  the 
one,    as  property,  necessarily  carries  with  it  a  right  to 
the  other;  and  a  farmer  would  resist,  as  equal  infringe- 
ments of  his  rights,  an  attempt  to  take  away  his  cattle, 
and  a  claim  to  deprive  him  of  their  future  progeny. 

It  would  be  appropriate  here  to  go  into  an  examina- 
tion of  the  right  which  is  claimed  to  hold  men  as  prop- 
erty, and  of  the  rightful  extent  of  legislation  on  this  sub- 
ject. But  it  opens  too  broad  a  field  for  the  present  dis- 
cussion, and  I  will  not  enter  it. 

It  thus  appears  that  the  right  to  legislate  on  the  sub- 
jects of  these  petitions,  which  is  manifestly  included 
within  the  terms  of  the  grant  of  power  to  Congress,  is 
not  excluded  by  operation  of  the  principles  which  form 
the  basis  of  ordinary  exceptions  to  the  power  oflegisla- 
tion. What  is  there,  then,  to  exclude  from  the  sweep- 
ing grant  of  power  to  legislate  <*in  all  eases  whatsoever," 
the  power  in  question? 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wist] 
finds  various  grounds  of  implied  exclusion  in  the  consti- 
tution. He  says  there  are  certain  admitted  exceptions 
to  the  legislative  power  of  Congress  in  regard  to  this 
Bistrict,  which  he  enumerates;  and  thereupon  proceeds 
to  infer  from  the  fact  of  these  exceptions,  that  the  pow- 
er in  question  is  also  excepted. 

Thus,  he  says  that  Congress  is  prohibited  by  the  con- 
stitution from  suspending  the  writ  of  habeas  eorDUSf  from 
passing  a  law  respecting  the  establishment  or  i-elinon, 
and  from  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech  and  ot  the 
press,  or  the  right  of  the  people  to  be  secure  in  their 
persons,  houses,  papers,  and  effects,  &c. ;  and  asks  if 
theie  prohibitions  do  not  extend  to  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  legislate  for  this  District.     Most  cerUinly  they 
do;  but  it  is  for  the  obvious  reasons  that  they  are  unlim- 
ited in  their  terms,  and  of  course  necessarily  extend  to 
the  whole  legislation  of  Cong^ss.     Is  there  any  such 
limitation  of  the  power  in  question?    Why,  when  the 
convention  was  in  the  act  of  providing  limitations  to  the 
powers  which  had  been  granted  to  Congrese,  in  the  8lh 
section  of  the  first  article  of  the  constitution,  did  they 
omit  to  limit  specifically  the  power  oflegislation  "in  all 
tases  whatsoever,"  which  had  been  g^ntedto  Congress 
in  reference  to  this  District? 
Again:  The  gentleman  from  Yirginia  says,  if  I  rightly 
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understand  his  arg^imeiit,  that  the  provision  of  the  con- 
stitution, that  'Mhe  citizens  of  each  State  ahall  be  enti- 
tled to  all  privilege  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the 
several  States,"  necessarily  extends  to  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  that  Congress  must  be  understood  to  be 
prohibited  from  disfranchising  here  the  citizens  of  the 
several  States;  that  is,  that  it  cannot  deprive  them  of 
the  privileges  of  citizens  of  the  District  whenever  they 
come  into  it.  It  is  true  it  cannot,  because  there  would 
be  a  gross  and  glaring  absurdity  in  securing,  as  the  con- 
stitution does,  the  rights  of  citizenship  in  each  State,  to 
citizens  of  every  other  State,  and,  at  the  same  time,  de- 
nying the  rights  of  citizenship  in  this  District — the  com- 
mon property  of  all  the  States — to  the  citizens  of  those 
States.  And,  besides,  the  very  act  of  constituting  this 
ten  miles  square  a  District  of  the  United  States  neces- 
sarily gives  to  the  citizens  of  each  and  all  the  States 
common  rights  in  it;  not  the  rights  which  the^'  each  en- 
joy in  their  respective  States — as  the  terms  in  which  the 
gentleman  states  his  argument  would  seem  to  imply-— 
because  that  would  constitute  twenty-four  diflTerent  rules 
of  action;  but  the  right  of  each  resident  and  sojourner 
here,  of  being  protected  by  the  laws  made  for  the  Dis- 
trict, and  the  whole  District. 

The  exception,  then,  of  a  right  to  diafranchise  a  citi- 
zen of  Virginia  who  may  come  here,  rests  upon  a  prin- 
ciple having  no  possible  relation  to  the  case  in  question. 

But  further:  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  savs  tbst 
no  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  a  State,  under  the 
laws  thereof,  escaping  into  this  District,  can  be  dis- 
charged from  such  service  or  labor,  but  must  be  defiver- 
ed  up  to  the  party  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  may 
be  due;  and  that  this  constitutes  an  exception  from  the 
general  power  to  legislate  "  In  all  cases  whatsoever"  for 
this  District.  I  admit  it  does;  and  why?  Plainly  be- 
cause the  constitution  having  expressly  secured  the  right 
to  the  slave-owner  to  reclaim  his  slave  in  any  and  every 
State  of  this  Union,  it  would  be  a  clear  evasion  of  it,  as 
well  as  a  manifest  absurdity,  to  deny  him  that  right  in  a 
District  which  is  the  common  property  of  the  venr  States 
within  which  his  right  of  reclamation  is  secured  by  the 
constitution.  The  exception  in  this  case  rests,  therefore, 
substantially  upon  an  express  provision  of  the  constitu- 
tion, which  by  no  possibility  of  construction  can  sustain 
the  exception  in  question. 

Again:  The  constitution  provides  that  *'no  tax  or 
duty  shall  be  laid  on  articles  exported  from  any  Sute. 
No  preference  shall  be  given  by  any  regulation  of  com- 
merce or  revenue  to  the  ports  of  one  State  over  those  of 
another;  nor  shall  vessels  bound  to  or  from  one  State  be 
obliged  to  enter,  clear,  or  pay  duties,  in  another."  And 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  contends  that  this  prohibi- 
tion must  be  regarded  as  extending  to  the  commerce 
and  the  ports  of  the  District  of  Columbia;  and  if  so,  his 
inference  is,  that  an  implied  prohibition  of  the  abolition 
by  Congress  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  States 
roust  also  be  taken  to  extend  to  this  District. 

The  first  clause  of  the  provision  of  the  constitution 
just  referred  to  was  designed  to  Exempt  the  exports  of 
the  country  from  taxation,  and  roust,  of  necessity,  be  ta- 
ken to  extend  to  all  the  ports  within  it;  otherwise,  the 
entire  object  of  the  clause  might  be  directly  defeated. 
The  remaining  clauses  of  the  provision,  it  will  be  ob- 
served, have  exclusive  reference  to  the  equality  of  priv- 
ileges of  the  several  States,  which  they  aim  to  preserve, 
by  prohibiting  Congress  from  favoring  the  commerce, 
or  the  ports,  or  navigation  of  one,  at  the  expense  of  an- 
other.  This  It  mig^ht  do,  in  effect,  if  the  ports,  and 
commerce,  and  navigation  of  this  District  might  be  ex- 
empted from  the  operation  of  the  clauses  in  question. 
Thus  a  preference  of  the  port  of  Alexandria  over  that  of 
Dalttmore  would  disturb  the  equality  of  privilege  which 
the  constitution  intended  to  preserve  between  Virginia 
and  llaryland. 
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But  what  liM  all  this  to  do  with  the  subject  under  dis- 
cussion? The  provisions  with  repurd  to  commerce.  Sec, 
do  not  specifiealW  reach  it;  and  it  is  only,  therefore, 
from  the  supposed  analogy  between  the  implied  limita- 
tion of  the  power  of  Congress  in  the  cases  cited,  and  the 
limitation  sought  to  be  established  in  the  present  case, 
that  an  argument  can  be  drawn  in  favor  of  the  Utter. 
But  where  is  the  analogy  between  an  implied  prohibition 
to  abolish  slavery  in  the  States,  and  an  ez|fress  prohibi- 
tion of  a  preference  of  the  ports  of  one  Bute  over  those 
of  another  State?  There  is,  indeed,  a  prohibition  in  both 
cases;  but  here  the  analogy  ceases.  If  this  is  sufficient 
to  establish  the  position  of  gentlemen,  let  us  see  what 
other  positions  it  may  establish.  Upon  the  same  ground 
that  Congress  is  prohibited  from  abolishing  slavery  in  the 
State  of  Virginia,  for  example,  is  it  also  prohibited  from 
forbidding  in  that  State  the  sale  of  lottery  tickets,  and 
the  practice  of  gambling,  and  the  crime  of  kidnapping? 
But  could  it  not  have  enacted  a  prohibition  of  these 
practices  in  the  city  of  Alexandria  the  moment  it  was 
peded  to  the  United  States?  Could  it  not,  in  fact,  have 
rendered  valueless  establishments  for  gaming,  and  re- 
ceptacles for  the  kidnapped,  which  had  been  erected 
under  the  sanction  of  the  laws  of  Virginia,  if  those  laws 
had  permitted  such  practices?  Would  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  have  exclaimed  against  the  invasion  of 
vested  rights,  the  takin|^  of  private  property  for  public 
use,  without  compensation? 

*Apin;  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  says  the  **  local 
Legislature  of  this  District  cannot  enter  into  any  treaty, 
alliance,  or  confederation,  grant  letters  of  marque  and 
reprisal,  coin  money,"  &c.$  and  infers,  if  I  understand 
him,  that  because  this  disability  results,  as  he  supposes, 
by  implication,  from  the  inhibition  to  the  States  of  the 
exercise  of  theae  powers,  therefore  the  assumed  disabili- 
ty of  Congreu  to  abolisli  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in 
this  District  may,  in  like  msnner,  result  from  its  want  of 
power  to  put  an  end  to  these  evils  in  the  States. 

The  whole  of  this  argument  rests  on  a  false  supposition 
with  regard  to  the  aource  of  the  inability  of  Congress, 
as  a  Legislature  for  this  District,  to  make  treaties,  grant 
letters  of  marque,  and  coin  money;  and  falls  to  the 
ground  when  it  is  perceived  that  that  inability  results, 
not  from  the  inhibition  to  the  ^tates  of  the  exercise  of 
such  powers,  but  from  their  utter  inconsistency  with  both 
the  purposes  for  w.hioh  the  power  to  legislate  over  this 
District  was  granted,  and  the  relation  which  the  District 
evidently  bears  to  the  Union. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  next  proceeds  tc  lay 
down  the  following  general  rules  to  restrain  legislation 
uver  this  District: 

3.  *<That  nothing  which  Congress  is  expressly  pro- 
hibited by  the  constitution  from  doing  as  a  national  Le- 
Ipftlature,  can  it  do  as  a  local  Legislature  for  the  District 
of  Columbia." 

.  3.  "  That  all  the  duties  and  obligations  which  the 
Slates  are  bound  by  the  constitution  to  discharge  and  ob- 
serve, from  one  to  the  other,  the  District  of  Columbia, 
or  its  Legislature,  is  bound  to  discharge  and  observe  to- 
wards the  SUtes,  respectively.*' 

3.  "That  the  local  Legislature  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia can  do  no  act,  or  pass  no  law,  which  the  States 
are  prohibited  from  doing  or  passing,  by  the  constitution." 

And  how,  let  it  be  asked,  do  these  rules  affect  the 
present  question?  No  express  prohibition  to  legislate 
on  the  subject  of  State  slavery  is  found  in  the  constitu- 
tion, unless  it  be  in  the  amendment  which  provides  that 
"  the  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the 
constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  re- 
served to  the  Sutes,  respectively,  or  to  the  people." 
Out  if  Congress  cannot  legislate  on  the  subject  of  slavery 
in  this  District,  because  the  right  to  legislate  upon  it  in 
the  States  is  ••reserved  to  the  States,'*  bow  is  it  to  le- 


Jpialate  for  the  District  at  all?  The  subjects  of  cvery-eb/ 
eg^sUtion  for  the  District  are  su^ects  upon  vhicli  Cos- 
gress  has  no  power  to  legislate  for  the  SlAte^  and  an. 
therefore,  according  to  the  gentleman's  arftaoieni,  ad- 
jects on  which  it  has  no  right  to  legislate  liere. 

And  how  does  the  gentleman's  secoiui  rule  toucb  ^ ' 
■iibjcet?    Are  the  States  bound,  by  their   *<  duties  >- 
obligations"  towards  each  other,  to  refrain  frcHB  abeU- 
ing  alavery  and  the  alave  trade  within  their  respec.*:?: 
limits?    Nobody  pretends  this. 

Many  States  have  done  it,  and  many  more  may  jti  ci 
it,  for  any  thing  that  can  be  found  to  the  cositraiy  in  U» 
conatitution.  And  can  any  greater  evil  rewult  to  asj  i 
the  slave  Statea  from  the  exercise  of  a  povrr  by  Coi^Ra 
to  abolish  slavery  and  the  alave  trade  within  the  Tuiuts: 
thia  District,  than  would  result  from  the  exerciar,  bv  tt 
States,  of  their  admitted  power  of  doinp  the  same  ih-c 
within  their  limits?  May  not  Maryland^  for  example, . 
she  chooses,  put  an  end  to  these  evils  within  her  Uar^ 
And  would  not  the  exercise  of  the  power  be  as  dai^rr%* 
to  the  peace  of  the  South,  as  would  be  the  ezercse  J 
the  same  power  by  Congress  in  regard  to  this  Dtsiricf 

And  has  the  gentleman's  third  rule  a  more  approproi* 
application  to  the  present  question  than  eiilier  of  '^'* 
others?  To  what  purpose,  in  reference  to  this  arguaies!. 
is  it  to  say  that  Congress  can  paas  no  law  in  reference .« 
this  District  which  the  Ststes  are  prohibited  from  pav- 
ing ?  Are  the  States  prohibited  from  passings  laws  ftb«- 
ishing  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  within  their  respcctin 
limits? 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  says  the  constitui'ra 
declares  that  * 'private  property  sliall  not  l>e  taken  kx 
public  use,  without  just  compensation.'*  Suppo^af 
this  to  have  any  application  to  the  present  case,  it  oaK 
involves  the  inquiry,  whether  slaves  can  be  rigfatfytj 
emancipated  by  legislative  authority,  without  proTtdisf 
a  just  compensation  for  their  masters.  This  toucltcsi 
question  which  I  will  not  now  discuss,  namely:  wh>ts 
the  foimdation  of  the  right  to  the  slave,  which  is  ssid  t» 
be  vested  in  the  master?  Congress,  however,  ares^r 
asked  to  take  private  property  for  public  use;  buttt 
free  the  African  from  the  unnatural  condition  of  beiif 
tlie  property  of  another,  to  the  end,  not  that  he  mi} 
become  the  property  of  the  public,  but  the  proprieta? 
of  himself.  But  this  is  not  all  titat  we  are  called  on  lo 
do.  We  are  asked  to  prohibit  men  from  n:i:*king  ^>e^ 
chandise  of  their  fellow-men;  frum  biijiiig-  and  selHa^ 
them  "to  get  gain."  Do  gentlemen  talk  of  a  compen- 
sation to  the  slave  merchant  for  the  loss  of  such  a  pnr- 
ilege?  Do  they  even  touch  the  subject  of  the  shre 
trade  within  this  District^  Dare  they  do  it'  Are  tliere 
any  *«vested  rights"  in  the  way  of  legislation  on  ito 
subject?  Is  there  any  question  about  •'compensation*'* 
involved? — any  limitation  growing  out  of  **the  nature  of 
society,  and  of  government,"  to  which  the  g^^ntlemn 
from  Virginia  refers?— any  express  or  implied  infringe- 
ment of  the  rights  of  the  Stales? — any  kind  of  obstacle, 
in  short,  but  the  want  of  a  will  in  those  who  hare  tbe 
power  to  put  down  thia  abominable  traffic? 

Having  thus  attempted  to  show  that  the  power  of 
Congress  to  legislate  on  the  subjects  of  these  petitiooi^ 
obviously  included  in  the  power  to  "exercise  excluaife 
legislation  in  all  cases  whatsoever,"  is  not  restrained  ^J 
any  natural  limitations  of  legialative  power,  nor  by  ssf 
express  or  implied  limitations  to  be  found  in  the  con^ 
tution,  the  question  ariaes.  Where  is  the  limitation  to 
be  found,  for  which  gentlemen  so  earnestly  contend'  ' 
am  answered,  in  the  acts  of  cession,  by  which  the  Ststei 
of  Virginia  and  Maryland  ceded  the  territory  whicli  (att» 
this  District  to  the  United  SUtes.  I'hese  acta,  aay  gen- 
tlemen, are  conclusive  upon  the  subject.  Let  us  see, 
then,  if  these  States  did,  in  making  the  cessions,  actually 
impose  restriotions  at  variance  with  tlie  plain  languid 
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^r   the  constitution;    and  whether  Congrew  accepted 
^ntnts  thus  restricted. 

The  cesifion  from  Virjrinla  was  made  by  act  of  the  Le- 
l^islature  of  that  State,  on  the  3d  of  December,  1789,  in 
Lhe  r«»nowinf»  worth:* 

**J3e  it  enacted  by  lh€  Omerai  Jlssembiy,  That  a  tract 
sf  country,  not  exceeding  ten  miles  square,  or  any  lesser 
qimntity,  to  be  located  within  the  limits  of  the  State,  and 
in  9iny  part  thereof,  ma  Congress  may  by  law  direct, 
bhall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  forever  ceded  and  re- 
linquislied  to  the  Congress  and  Government  of  the  United 
States,  in  full  and  sbsulute  right,  and  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion, as  well  of  soil  as  of  persons  residing  or  to  reside 
thereon,  pursuant  to  the  tenor  and  effect  of  the  eighth 
section  of  the  first  article  of  the  constitution  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States." 

This  grant,  it  will  be  perceived,  transfers  to  the  United 
States  *<exchisive  jurisdiction  of  soil  and  persons  residing 
or  to  reside  thereon}"  and  *add%  '^pursuant  to  the  tenor 
and  effect  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the 
constitution  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States;" 
that  is,  pursuant  to  that  part  of  the  constitution  which, 
as  we' have  seen,  expressly  grants  to  Congress  the  power 
««to  exercise  exclusive  legislation  in  all  cases  whatso- 
ever." Here,  then,  instead  of  a  restriction  of  the  juris- 
diction contemplated  in  the  constitution,  there  is,  both 
in  direct  terms  and  by  reference  to  that  Instrument,  an 
express  and  clear  confirmatron  of  it. 

But,  say  gentlemen,  there  is  a  proviso,  which  follows 
this  grant,  that  contains  the  limitation  contended  for. 
Let  u8  see.    The  proviso  is  as  follows:  '*  Provided  that 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  Test  in 
the  United  States  any  right  of  property  in  the  soil,  or  to 
;  affect  the  rights  of  individuals  therein,  otherwise  than 
the  same  shall  or  may  be  transferred  by  such  indiriduals 
to  the  United  States."    Now,  sir,  is  it  not  apparent, 
upon  the  slightest  inspection  of  this  proviso,  that  it  limits 
the  grant  only  so  far  as  it  extends  to  the  soil,  and  was 
designed  merely  to  protect  the  rights  of  individuals 
therein  (that  is,  in  the  soil)  from  the  operation  of  that 
part  of  the  cession  which  grants  *nhe  tract  of  country" 
to  the  United  Sutes  ''in  full  and  absolute  right?"    It 
seems  to  me,  indeed,  that,  so  far  from  limiting  the  grant 
in  reference  to  tlie  subject-matter  now  under  considera- 
tion, ttiis  very  proviso  does,  in  effect,  confirm  it{  since 
an  express  exception  of  one  species  of  right  from  the 
operatioa  of  the  grant,  and  one  only,  would  leero  to 
i.-nply  an  exeluMon  of  alt  other  exceptions.    It  is,  indeed, 
altogether  incredible  that  the  Legislatures  of  Virginia 
and  Maryland  should  have  intended  to  restrict  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  their  power  over  the  stibject  of  slavery, 
without  using  language  which  would  directly,  or  by  clear 
implication,  reach  the  case. 

The  ffentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wisa]  fivei  addi- 
tional force  to  this  argument  by  askiog****Why  was 
the  cession  required  f  Why  was  theh'  [the  ctding  Itatea] 
consent  to  the  purchase  of  placet  required  by  the  con- 
stitution, if  it  was  not  to  give  the  States  the  power  of 
imposing  condition  and  restraint  upon  your  legislation 
over  the  ceded  territory?" 

**The  power  of  iflnposing  condition  and  restraint!" 
Very  well.  If  thip  was  the  purpose,  the  States  of  Vir- 
ginia and  Maryland  of  course  understood  it,  and  would 
take  care  to  impose,  in  their  grants^  all  the  conditions 
and  restraints  upon  the  legislation  of  Congress  which 
they  thought  proper;  and  to  do  it  so  pUinly  that  even 
the  wsyfaring  man  need  not  err  in  regard  to  them. 
Now,  where  are  the  Conditions  and  restraints  on  which 

*  The  grant  from  Maryland  was  made  on  the  19th  of 
December,  1791.  It  is  in  the  same  language  as  the 
grant  from  Virginia,  and  is  limited  by  the  same  proviso. 
-NoU  by  Mr.  S. 


gentlemen  rely^  I  have  recited  the  whole;  and  who 
will  say  that  they  embrace  any  restraint  upon  the  power 
of  Congress  touching  the  subject  under  consideration? 
Is  not  the  omissicm,  upon  the  gentleman's  own  view  of 
the  stibject,  decisive  of  the  question.^ 

But  the  gentleman,  having  looked  into  the  grant,  and 
seeing  thst  no  such  * 'condition  and  restraint"  was  im- 
posed there,  seeks  to  find  it  in  "the  nature  of  society 
and  i^overnment  in  Maryland  and  Virginia;"  which  he 
says  IS  "of  itself,  independent  of  conditions  expressed 
in  the  acts  of  cession,  sufficient  to  restrain  your  power 
of  legislation  over  this  subject."  Thus,  at  one  moment, 
a  cession  was  provided  for  in  the  constitution,  to  the 
end  that  the  ceding  States  might  impose  condition  and 
restraint  upon  the  legislation  of  Congress;  and,  at  the 
next,  "the  nature  of  society  and  government  in  Mary, 
land  and  Virginia  is  of  itself  a  sufficient  restraint,"  with- 
out any  thing  expressed  in  the  grant! 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  is  the  condition  of  the  people 
of  this  District  in  regard  to  this  important  subject,  if  the 
power  contended  for  is  not  granted  to  Congress?  Mary-' 
land  and  Virginia,  possessing  the  power  to  abolish  slave- 
ry and  the  slave  trade  within  their  respective  limits,  had 
the  power  of  doing  it  within  the  territory  which  now 
composes  this  District.  But  they  possess  it  no  longer. 
Their  jurisdiction  here  is  extinguished.  The  inhabitanta 
of  the  territory  are  transferred  to  the  United  States,  en- 
tirely divested  of  all  civil  jurisdiction,  with  no  power  to 
legislate  on  this  or  any  other  subject,  but  subjected  to 
the  "  exclusive  legislation"  of  Congress  in  "  all  cases 
whatsoever."  However  much  they  may,  at  any  time, 
desire  to  free  the  territory  from  the  curse  of  slavery  and 
the  slave  trade,  they  are  powerless.  For  an^  thing  that 
thev  can  do,  by  the  force  of  law,  they  and  their  children, 
and  their  children's  children,  to  the  latest  time,  must  be 
doomed  to  see  among  them  a  traffic  which  makes  mer- 
chandise of  the  bodies  and  the  souls  of  their  fellow-men; 
which  marches  through  their  street*,  chained  together, 
companies  of  human  Beings  destined  to  the  slave  prison 
and  the  slave  ship;  and  which  agonizes  their  moral  sen- 
sibilities by  a  severance  of  all  the  ties  which  bind  man  to 
his  fellow-man,  in  the  most  valued  and  endeared  relations 
of  human  life. 

I  have  thus  shown  that  the  power  given  to  Congress 
over  this  subject,  b^  the  general  grant  in  the  constitu- 
tion, is  affected,  neither  by  the  natural  limitations  to  the 
exercise  of  legislative  power,  nor  by  any  limitation,  ex- 
press or  implied,  in  the  constitution  itself,  nor  by  any 
contained  in  the  cessions  of  this  territory  by  the  States 
of  Maryland  and  Virginia. 

But  the  petitioners  are  here  met  with  another  objection 
to  granting  the  prayer  of  these  petitions.  It  is  made  a 
question  of  public  safety.  To  begin  the  work  of  abol- 
ishing slavery,  and  to  banish  the  detestable  traffic  in  hu- 
man nesh  from  this  District,  will,  we  are  told,  tend  to 
excite  a  spirit  of  insurrection  in  the  southern  States;  and 
gentlemen  give  full  rein  to  their  imaginations  in  depict- 
ing the  horrors  of  rape,  rapine,  and  murder,  which  will 
foUow.  I  do  not  permit  myself  to  doubt  the  perfect 
sinceritv  of  gentlemen  in  these  gloomy  forebodings.  I 
know  they  are  in  a  position  to  see  what  I  cannot  see, 
and  feel  what  I  cannot  feel.  I  will  not  allow  myself  to 
trifle  with  their  views  or  feelings  on  this  subject,  though 
I  must  be  permitted  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  the  oiie» 
and  the  justness  of  the  other. 

And  may  I  not  well  doubt?  It  is  true  I  do  not  profess 
a  very  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  disposition  of  the 
slave  population,  or  the  probable  influence  upon  them 
of  a  discussion  of,  and  action  upon,  this  subject.  And 
while  I  would  hesitate  to  oppose  my  own  individual  opin- 
ion to  the  assertions  of  honorable  gentlemen,  so  confi- 
dently made,  they  must  permit  me  to  confront  them,  not 
altogether  with  my  own  opinions,  but  with  the  authorl- 
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ty  of  iatelligent  >n<]  rcspecUble  slaveboklera  Ihem- 
■elves. 

I  hold  in  my  hand  a  petition  presented  to  this  House 
in  the  year  1838,  tif^ned  by  more  than  eleven  hundred 
citizens  of  this  District,  prayinff  for  the  abolition  of  sla- 
very and  the  slave  trade  within  its  limits.  It  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  re- 
mained unacted  on  until  the  latit  scssiMn,  when  it  was 
called  up,  on  motion  of  an  honorable  member  from  New 
Hampshire,  [Mr.  Hoddaro,]  and  ordered  to  be  printed, 
with  the  names  of  the  signers.  I  send  it  to  the  Chair, 
and  ask  that  it  may  be  read  by  the  Clerk. 

Here  Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Virginia,  interposed,  and 
said  he  should  object  to  the  reading  of  that  and  all  other 
petitions  on  the  subject,  unless  the  gentleman  used  it  as 
a  part  of  his  argument. 

Mr.  SLADE  repfied  that  he  intended  so  to  use  it,  and 
should  read  it  himself,  but,  being  exhausted,  he  wished 
it  read  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  GARLAND  withdrew  his  objection,  and  consent- 
ed to  the  reading,  as  an  act  of  courtesy  to  Mr.  S. 

The  petition  was  then  read  by  the  Clerk,  as  follows: 

"  jfb  the  hcnarahU  the  Senate  and  House  of  If epretentativea 
of  the  United  States  of  Jimeriea  in  Congress  assembled: 

<*  We,  the  undersigned,  citixens  of  the  counties  of 
Washington  and  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Culttmbiii, 
beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  your  honorable  body 
to  an  evil  of  serious  magnitude,  which  greatly  impairs 
the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  this  District,  and  casts 
the  reproach  of  inconsistency  upon  the  free  institutions 
established  among  us. 

**  While  the  laws  of  the  United  States  denounce  the 
foreign  slave  trade  as  piracy,  and  punish  with  death 
those  who  are  found  engaged  in  its  perpetration,  there 
exists  in  this  District,  the  seat  of  the  National  Govern- 
ment, a  domestic  slave  trade  scarcely  less  disgraceful  in 
its  character,  and  even  more  demoralizing  in  its  influence. 
For  this  is  not,  like  the  former,  carried  on  against  a  bar- 
barous nation  {  its  victims  are  reared  up  among  tlie  peo- 
ple of  this  country,  educated  in  the  precepts  of  the  same 
religion,  and  imbued  with  similar  domestic  attachments. 

••  These  people  are,  without  their  consent,  torn  from 
their  homes;  husband  and  wife  are  frequently  separated 
aTid  sold  into  distant  parts;  children  are  taken  from  their 
parents,  without  regard  to  the  ties  of  nature;  and  the 
most  endearing  bonds  of  affection  are  broken  forever. 

<*  Nor  is  this  trafHc  confined  to  those  who  are  legally 
slaves  for  life.  Some  who  are  entitled  to  freedom,  and 
many  who  have  a  limited  time  to  serve,  are  sold  into  un- 
conditional slavery;  and,  owing  to  the  defectiveness  of 
our  laws,  they  are  generally  carried  out  of  the  District 
before  the  necessary  steps  can  be  taken  for  their  release. 

"We  behold  these  scenes  continually  taking  place 
among  us,  and  lament  our  inability  to  prevent  them. 
The  people  of  this  District  have,  within  themselves,  no 
means  or  legislative  redress,  and  we  therefore  appeal  to 
your  honorable  body,  as  the  only  one  invested  by  the 
American  constitution  with  the  power  to  relieve  us. 

"Nur  is  it  only  from  the  rapacity  of  slave  traders  that 
the  colored  race  In  this  District  are  doomed  to  suffer. 
Even  the  laws  which  govern  us  sanction  and  direct,  in 
certain  cases,  a  procedure  that  we  believe  is  unparallel- 
edi  in  glaring  injustice,  by  any  thing  at  present  known 
among  th*  Governments  of  Christendom.  An  instance 
of  the  operation  of  these  laws  which  occurred  during 
the  last  summer,  we  will  briefly  relate. 

•«  A  colored  man,  who  stated  that  he  was  entitled  to 
freedom,  was  taken  up  as  a  runaway  slave,  and  lodged 
m  the  jail  of  Washington  city.  He  was  advertised,  but 
no  one  appearing  to  claim  him,  he  was,  according  to 
Tftw,  put  up  at  public  auction  for  the  payment  of  his  jail 
fees,  and  sold  as  a  slave  for  life!     He  was  purchased  by 


a  slave  trader,  wlio  was  not  required  to  ghre  srctiritik 
his  remaining  in  the  District,  and  he  was,  soon  afic, 
shipped  at  Alexandria  for  one  of  the  southrrn  Stua 
An  attempt  was  made  by  aome  benevolent  indiridiiais" 
have  the  sale  postponed  until  his  claim  to  freedom m^ 
be  investigated;  Init  their  efiorta  were  unaTailing; ih! 
thus  was  a  human  being  sold  into  perpetual  bambfr.K 
the  capital  of  the  freest  Gorernment  on  earth,  vtac 
even  a  pretence  of  trial  or  an  allrgation  c»f  crtisc. 

**  We  blush  for  our  country  while  we  relste  ibb  & 
graceful  transaction,  and  we  would  &in  coacctl  it  bm 
Hie  world,  did  not  its  very  enormity  inspire  us  viih  ^ 
hope  that  it  will  rouse  the  philanthropist  and  the  ^ 
to  exertion.  We  have  no  hesitation  in  belicviDg  ya 
honorable  body  never  intended  that  this  odioas  bf 
should  be  enforced:  it  was  adopted  with  the  oUo^ 
of  Maryland,  from  which,  we  believe,  it  has  bew  a- 
punged  since  the  District  was  ceded  to  tbe  Geneni  Gd- 
ernment. 

•«  The  fact  of  iU  having  been  so  recently  execniei 
shows  the  necessity  of  this  subject  being  inves(<|[3tr<i5^ 
a  power  which  we  confidently  hope  will  be  r^)  ^ 
correct  it. 

••  We  are  aware  of  the  difficulties  that  wooW  Hiri 
any  attempt  to  relieve  us  from  these  grievaacowj 
sudden  emancipation  of  the  slaves  in  this  Dtstnc^ii" 
we  would,  therefore,  be  far  from  recommending  »nj 
a  measure.  But  the  course  pursued  by  msny ofw 
SUtes  of  this  confederac}-,  that  have  happily  wc«t« 
in  relieving  themselves  from  a  similar  burden,  tpjf*«j 
with  the  bright  example  which  liaa  been-  set  us  brtK 
South  American  republics^  proves,  most  cooclusirr?' 
that  a  course  of  gradual  enMncipation,  to  comn^  * 
some  fixed  period,  and  to  take  effect  only  upon  ti^e 
who  may  thereafter  be  bom  or  removed  into  the  D**^** 
might  be  pursued  without  detriment  to  the  present  r* 
prietors,  and  would  greatly  redound  to  the  prospc"? 
and  honor  of  our  country.  ^ 

••  The  existence  among  us  of  a  diatinct  cbss  «  P*?J^ 
who,  by  their  condition  an  sUves,  are  deprivol  ™  *^ 
every  incentive  to  virtue  and  industry,  and  »«'  ^ 
from  many  of  the  sources  of  light  and  knowledgCi  ^ 
an  evident  ten<lencv  to  corrupt  the  morals  of  the  p«op  » 
and  to  damp  the  sp'irit  of  enterprise,  by  ■cc«»»*'»™'"5^ 
rising  generation  to  look  with  contempt  upon  n 
labor,  and  to  depend  for  support  too  much  uponV 
labor  of  others.  It  prevenU  a  useful  and  "W'fT 
class  of  people  from  settling  among  us,  by  **  ,"Ktfii< 
means  of  subsistence  more  precarious  to  tlic  Iswn"^ 
class  of  whites.  .    t,. 

••It  diminishes  the  resources  of  the  co»5""'JtJ[ 
throwing  the  earnings  of  the  poor  into  the  cofteri  o  ^ 
rich;  thus  rendering  the  former  dependant,  ^^  ^ 
improvident;  while  the  latter  arc  tempted  to  becoiBf» 
the  same  proportion,  luxurious  and  prodigsl. 

••  That  these  disastrous  resulu  flow  from  tbe  ^^^ 
of  slavery  among  ua,  is  sufficiently  co"*P*^"''"nuirict, 
we  contrast  the  languishing  condition  of  thii  f  ^^ 
and  the  surrounding  country,  with  the  P^'^P'^^^^intrf 
parts  of  the  Union  which  are  less  favored  m  jXj 
climate  and  location,  but  blessed  with  a  free  and  ii»^ 
trious  population.  ,     .i^,e 

••  We  would,  therefore,  respectfully  pi»y  *"*;^|e 
grievances  may  claim  the  attention  of  yo«'.  j^u^tf 


KncvaiKjcs  nw/  ciMioi  me  aiienuon  «•  /»^  ah^H 
body,  that  a  law  of  Congress  may  be  enacted,  ^^^ 
that  all  children  of  slaves,  born  in  the  D»»'"«^^J?|id 
bia  after  the  fourth  day  of  July,  eighteen  h«***"V-4}rt 
twenty^ight,  shall  be  free  at  tbe  age  of  ^1^%^ 
years;  and  that  those  laws,  which  authorise  the  ^ 
of  supposed  runaways  for  their  prison  fses  ^ 
te nance,  may  be  repealed.  ^^t^ 

••  And,  also,  that  laws  may  be  enacted  to  r    ^^ 
sUves  from  being  removed  into  this  District*  o^  r 
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n  for  sale,  hire,  or  transportation;  without,  however, 
>reventin£^  members  of  Confess,  resident  stranf^ers,  or 
raivelleri,  from  bringinfc  and  taking  aw»y  with  them 
lieir  domestic  servants." 

Mr.  PATTON  inquired  whether  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  could  inform  him  how  many  of  the  signers  were 
ilaveholders. 

Mr.  -GARLAND  made  a  further  inquiry  whether  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont  knew  if  they  were  all  inhabi- 
lAnts  of  the  District. 

Mr.  SLADE  replied,  he  could  not  inform  the  gentle- 
man how  many  of  the  signers  were  slaveholders.  He 
personally  knew  some  of  them,  and  knew  them  to  be 
ownera  of  slaves.  The  list  of  names,  some  of  which  he 
read,  embraced  men  of  all  the  professions  and  employ- 
ments in  the  District— judges,  lawyers,  physicians,  mer- 
chants, mechanics,  and  laborers. 

As  to  the  (question,  (said  Mr.  8.,)  whether  all  the 
signera  were  inhabitanU  of  this  District,  1  cannot,  of 
cutirse,  answer  it.     1  can  only  say  that  the  petition  was 
preaented  to  this  House  seven  years  ago,  and  haa  re- 
mained on  file  in  the  Clerk's  office  ever  since,  open  to 
inspection;  and  that  it  has  been,  during  the  paat  year, 
among  the  published  documents  of  this  House;  and, 
moreover,  that  it  purports  on  its  face  to  be  a  petition  of 
inhabitants  of  this  District*     Under  these  circumatancea, 
I  aubrnit  whether  there  is  not  a  sufficient  presumption 
that  it  is  what  it  purports  to  be,  to  put  gentlemen  upon 
proof  of  the  contrary. 

And  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  let  me  entreat  gentlemen  to 
look  into  this  petition.     I  do  this  the  more  earnestly, 
because  they  will  find  the  names  of  many  there,  whom, 
I  am   persuaded,  they  will   not  be  inclined  to  charge 
either  with  ignorance  or  fimaticism;  but  on  whose  truth 
and  intelligence  and  judgment  they  will  place  the  most 
confiflenl  reliance.     They  state  facts  which  they  are  in  a 
condition  to  know,  and  advance  opinions,  the  soundness 
of  which  is  not  liable  to  be  affected  by  •*  northern  pre- 
judices" on  this  subject.     They  are  in  the  midst  of 
slavery,  and  undersUnd  what  it  is.     I'hey  have  witness- 
ed the  slave  trade,  and  know  something  of  ita  horrors: 
and  without  any  of  the  doubts  of  gentlemen  in  regsrd  to 
the  power  of  Congress  on  this  subject,  and  without  any 
of  the  apprehensions  with  regard  to  the  effect  of  its  dis- 
cussion upon  the  public   peace  and  safety,  which  has 
been  made  the  subject  of  such  glowing  descriptions  and 
gloomy  anticipations,  here  and  ebewhere,  they  fearless- 
ly announce  the  truth  in  regard  both  to  slavery  and 
the  slave  trade,  and  urgently  appeal  to  Congress,  '*as 
the  only  body  invested  by  the  American  constitution 
with  power  to  relieve  them." 

1  submit,  Mr.  Speaker,  whether  it  is  not  time  that 
these  petitioners,  sustained  as  they  are  by  the  concur- 
rent supplications  of  their  northern  brethren,  should  be 
heard  and  regarded;  and  whether  the  fact  that  eleven 
hundred  citixens  of  this  District  have  signed  the  petition 
which  hu  just  been  read,  is  not  a  sufficient  reply  to  the 
argument  which  has  been  drawn  from  considerations 
connected  with  a  regard  to  the  public  safety. 

But  further:  The  subject  of  tlie  abolition  of  slavery, 
it  is  well  known,  was  fully  debated  in  the  Legislature  of 
Virginia  in  the  year  1832,  when  the  **  injustice,  tyranny, 
and  oppression**  of  the  slave  system  were  openly  and 
boldly  maintained;*  and  an  effort  was  seriously  made  to 

*  The  gentleman  who  opened  the  debate  on  the  side  of 
abolilion,  said:  <*  It  was  a  truth  held  sacred  by  every 
American  and  by  every  repubUcan  throughout  the  world, 
and  he  presumed  it  could  not  be  denied  in  that  hall,  as 
a  genenJ  principle,  that  it  is  an  act  of  iiyustice,  tyranny, 
snU  oppression,  to  hold  any  part  of  the  human  race  in 
bondage  sgainst  their  consent.  That  circumstances  may 
'     exist  which  may  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  owners, 


commence  a  system  of  abolition  which  should  look  to  the 
final,  and  not  distant,  extinction  of  slavery  in  that  State. 
And  did  that  discussion  produce  any  symptoms  of  insur- 
rection among  the  slaves?  N<>,  sir.  And  why,  indeed, 
should  it'  If  you,  sir,  were  the  owner  of  one  hundred 
slaves,  and  should  seriously  set  about  measures  to  give 
them  the  boon  of  freedom,  do  you  think  the  first  intima- 
tion of  it  wotdd  beget  in  them  a  spirit  of  rebellion,  and 
that  it  would  rise  in  proportion  as  you  should  advance 
your  benevolent  plans  towards  their  consummation?  To 
Kuppose  this,  is  to  suppose — what  I  want  evidence  to  be- 
lieve of  the  African  race — that  they  are  so  lost  to  grati- 
tude as  to  find  no  inducement  to  its  exercise  in  such  a 
manifestation  of  benevolent  regard  for  them  as  this. 

Suffer  me,  sir,  to  dwell  a  few  moments  longer  on  the 
indications  of  opinion  in  Virginia  on  this  subject,  pend- 
ing the  agitation  of  the  question  in  the  Legislature  of 
that  State.  While  the  subject  was  before  a  committee 
of  the  Legislature,  the  editor  of  the  Richmond  Enquirer, 
a  well  known  leading  public  journal  at  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment of  Virginia,  said : 

**  U  is  probable,  from  what  we  hear,  that  the  com- 
mittee on  the  colored  population  will  report  some  plan 
for  getting  rid  of  the  free  people  of  color.  But  is  this 
all  that  can  be  done?  Are  we  forever  to  suffer  the 
greatest  evil  which  can  scourge  our  land  not  only  to  re- 
main, but  to  increase  in  its  dimensions^  *  We  may  shut 
•our  eyes  and  avert  our  faces,  if  we  please,'  (writes  an 
eloquent  South  Carolinian,  on  his  return  from  the  North 
a  few  weeks  ago,)  •  but  there  it  is,  the  dark  and  grow-- 
ing  evil,  at  our  doors;  and  meet  the  question  we  must 
at  no  distant  day.  God  only  knows  wluit  it  is  the  part 
of  wise  men  to  do  on  that  momentous  and  appalling  sub- . 
ject.  Of  this  I  am  very  sure,  that  the  difference — nothing 
short  of  frightful — between  all  that  exists  on  one  side  of 
the  Potomac,  and  all  on  the  other,  b  owing  to  that 
cause  atone.  The  disease  is  deep  seated;  it  is  at  the 
heart's  core;  it  is  consuming,  and  has  all  along  been 
consuming,  our  vitaU;  and  1  could  laugh,  if  I  could 
laugh  on  such  a  subject,  at  the  ignorance  and  folly  of 
the  politician  who  ascribes  that  to  an  act  of  the  Govern- 
ment, which  is  the  inevitable  effect  of  the  eternal  laws 
of  nature.  What  \h  to  be  done?  Oh!  my  God!  I  don't 
know,  but  something  must  be  done.' 

*'  Yes,  something  must  be  done;  and  it  is  the  part  of 
no  honest  man  (o  deny  it;  of  no  free  press  to  affect  to 
conceal  it.  When  this  dark  population  is  growing  upon 
us;  when  every  new  census  is  but  gathering  its  appalling 
number  upon  us;  when  within  a  period  equal  to  that  in 
which  this  federal  constitution  has  been  in  existence, 
those  numbers  will  increase  to  more  than  2,000,000  with- 
in Virginia;  when  our  sister  States  are  closing  their 
doors  upon  our  blacks  fur  sale;  and  when  our  whites  are 
moving  westwurdly  in  greater  numbers  than  we  like  to 
hear  of;  when  this,  the  fairest  land  on  all  this  continent^  • 
fur  soil  and  climate  and  situation  combined,  mi|;ht  be- 
come a  sort  of  garden-spot  if  it  were  worked  by  the 
hands  of  white  men  alone,  can  we,  ought  we  to  ail 
quietly  down,  fold  our  arms,  and  say  to  each  other» 
•  well,  well,  this  thing  will  not  come  to  the  worst  in  our 
day?  We  will  leave  it  to  our  children  and  our  grand- 
children and  great  grandchildren  to  take  care  of  them- 
selves, and  to  brave  the  storm?  Is  this  to  act  like  wise 
men?  Heaven  knows  we  are  no  fanatics.  We  detest  the 
madness  which  actuated  the  Amis  du  Noin.     But  some- 


for  a  time,  to  grant  their  slaves  liberty,  he  admitted  to 
be  possible;  and  if  they  do  exist  in  any  case,  it  may  ex- 
cuse, but  not  justify,  the  owner  in  holding  them.  The 
right  to  the  enjoyment  of  liberty  is  one  of  the  most  pre- 
cious, inherent,  inalienable  rights  which  pertain  to  the 
whole  human  race,  and  of  which  they  can  never  be 
divested,  except  by  an  act  of  gross  injustice." 
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thini?  uug'ht  to  be  done.  Means,  mtre  hut  grmdual,  s}*ttem- 
•tic  but  discreet,  ought  to  be  adopted  for  reducinfr  the 
man  oferil  which  is  pressini;  upon  the  South,  and  will 
still  more  press  upon  her  the  Ioniser  it  is  put  oiT.  We 
ought  not  to  shut  our  eyes  nor  avert  faces.  And  though 
we  speak  almost  without  a  hope  that  the  committee  or 
the  Legislature  will  do  any  thing  at  the  present  session  to 
meet  this  question,  yet  we  say  now,  in  the  utmost  bin* 
ccrity  of  our  hearts,  that  our  wisest  men  csnnot  give  too 
much  of  their  attention  to  this  subject,  nor  can  they  give 
it  too  soon." 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Virf^inia  will  suffer 
me  to  commend  this  expression  of  sentiment  to  the  de- 
liberate attention  which  the  high  standing  and  responsi- 
ble position  of  it.t  author,  and  the  peculiar  circumstances 
under  which  be  wrote,  eminently  entitle  it.  Kspecially 
would  I  commend  to  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  the  declaration  of  the  <*  eloquent  South 
Carolinian,"  i  mbodied  in  the  article  I  have  Just  read. 
The  able  editor  of  the  Uichmond  Enqtiirer,  and  his 
eloquent  correspondent,  both  bad  a  near  view  of  the 
evils  of  slavery,  and  describe  them  in  a  language  which 
at  once  attests  their  sincerity,  and  commands  assent  to 
the  correctness  of  their  views  upon  this  "  momentous 
and  appalling  subject." 

'  I  will  add,  that  the  other  leading  paper  at  the  capital 
of  Virginia,  the  Richmond  Whig,  made  about  the  same 
time  the  following  decliiration: 

*•  We  affirm  that  the  great  mass  of  Virginia  herself 
triumphs  that  the  slavery  question  has  been  a;;itated, 
and  reckons  it  glorious  that  the  spirit  of  her  sons  did 
not  shrink  from  grappling  with  the  monster.  We 
affirm  that,  in  the  heaviest  slave  districts  of  the  State, 
thousands  have  hailed  the  discussion  with  delight,  and 
contemplate  the  distant  but  ardently  desired  result,  as 
the  supreme  good  which  a  benevolent  Providence 
could  vouchsafe  to  their  country." 

Mr.  Speaker,  if  it  wal  •'  glorious"  and  safe  for  Vir- 
ginia to  «<grapY>le  with  the  monster"  in  1832,  is  it  in- 
glorious  and  unsafe  for  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
to  grapple  with  the  same  monster  now? 

Suiter  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  present  one  more  expres- 
sion of  opinion  on  this  subject.  I  leave  Virginia,  and 
go  over  the  mountains  into  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi; 
and  I  there  find  the  following  recent  resolution  of  the 
Synod  of  Kentucky  upon  the  subject  of  emancipation: 

**Jie$olved,  That  a  committee  often  be  appointed,  to 
consist  of  an  equal  number  of  ministers  and  elders, 
whose  business  it  shall  be  to  digest  and  prepare  a  plan 
for  the  moral  and  religious  instruction  of  our  slaves, 
and  for  their  future  emancipation,  and  to  report  such 
plan  to  the  several  Presbyteries  within  our  bounds,  for 
their  consideration  and  at)provaI." 

The  committee  appointed  under  this  resolution,  of 
whom  John  Drown,  Esq.  was  chairman,  and  the  Rev. 
John  C.  Young,  President  of  Danville  College,  secre- 
tary, made  a  report,  in  which,  among  other  things, 
they  aay: 

'M.  A  part  of  our  system  of  slavery  consists  \fi  de- 
priring  human  beings  of  the  right  to  acquire  property. 
3.  The  deprivation  of  personal  liberty  forms  another 
part  of  our  system  of  slavery.  3.  The  deprivation  of 
personal  security  is  the  remaining  constituent  of  our 
system  of  slavery."  Its  effects  are  said  to  be:  *<  1.  To 
deprave  and  degrade  its  subjects,  by  removing  from 
them  the  strongest  natural  checks  to  human  corruption. 
3.  It  dooms  thousands  of  human  beings  to  hopeless 
ignorance.  3.  It  deprives  its  subjects,  in  a  great  meas- 
ure, of  the  privileges  of  the  gospel.  4.  This  system 
licences  and  produces  great  cruelty.  5.  It  produces 
general  licentiousness  among  the  slaves.  6.  This  system 
demoralizea  the  whites  as  well  as  the  blacks.  7.  This 
system  draws  down  upon  us  the  vengeance  of  Heaven." 


These  several  points,  in  their  order,  are  illustntd  wi 
enforced  at  length.  Tlien  follow  confutations  of  'k 
various  argumenta  of  the  defenders  of  the  sjtta. 
Then— 

'*  As  the  conclusion  of  all  that  haa  been  adfsncei],  t; 
assert  it  to  be  the  unquestionable  duty  of  ever)'  Chmtat 
to  use  vigorous  and  immediate  measures  for  the  dfsi'st 
tion  of  this  whole  system,  and  for  the  removal  of  19  ^ 
unhappy  effects.  Both  these  objects  should  l>e  ra- 
templated  in  his  efforts." 

Mr.  Speaker,  is  it  refn^rded  by  good  and  intelFfnt 
men  in  Kentucky  as  safe  openly  to  recommend  i  "dt 
struction  of  the  whole  system  of  slavery?"  andshiDw 
be  quailing  before  the  dangers  of  doing  it  in  theDistric: 
of  Columbia? 

But,  air,  I  have  another  authority  on  this  subjrd  I 
return  from  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  to  this  D(^< 
and  looking  into  the  United  States  Telegrsph  of  (lie  ^■ 
of  September  last,  I  find  the  following:  Spnk'n^a 
the  name  of  the  southern  people,  the  editor  ssp: 

<•  We  hold  tliat  our  sole  reliance  is  on  ounclrn;  tb; 
we  have  most  to  fear  from  the  gradual  operition  n 
public  opinion  among  ourselves,  and  thatthowtfcw 
ma^t  insidious  and  dangerous  invaders  of  our  Tigh^»^ 
interests,  who,  coming  to  us  in  the  guise  of  friend^ 
endeavor  to'  persuade  us  tliat  slavery  is  a  sin,  s  cane, » 
evil.  It  is  not  true  that  the  South  sleeps  on  a  ?olciw- 
'  that  we  are  afraid  to  go  to  bed  at  night— thsl«>« 
fearful  of  murder  and  pillage.  Our  greatest  «"*' 
apprehension  is  from  the  operation  of  the  morbtdtts- 
sibility  which  appeals  to  the  consciences  ofoufo*^ 
people,  and  would  make  them  the  voluntary  initnuKB^ 
of  their  own  ruin." 

Sn,  then,  the  fears  arc  not  of  insurrection,  b"**Jf^ 
science;  not  of  the  physical  force  of  the  slaves,  m'"* 
the  power  of  *'public  opinion!"  , 

Need  I,  Mr.  Speaker,  repeat  the  expression  oMiJ 
sincere  conviction  that  the  fears  expressed  I'X  J*"*'*TJ 
on  this  floor  are  groundless?  And  is  it  not  »PP*'T"1j  i! 
the  true  ground  of  fear  on  this  subject  is  to  bej'^'"  p 
a  continuance  of  the  •«  dark  and  growing  evil,   so^i 
described  by  the  "eloquent  South  Carolinian," to  "n^ 
our  attention  has  been  directed?    Permit  mc  lo  «^^ 
in  tht  language  of  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  m  "« 
tide  I  have  read,  that  "our  wisest  men  cannot g»»5 
much  attention  to  this  subject,  nor  can  they  g<vc  n 


soon 


But  there  is  another  objection  sometimes  ">^^*^.  ^ 
legislating  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  which  "»"*^I!^,^j, 
overlooked  in  this  discussion.  Every  attempt  to  df««^ 
the  existing  relation  of  master  and  slave,  it  w  ^\  -^ 
to  disturb  the  balance  of  the  constitution,  jPf  "*"!j,g  fcr- 
was  among  the  compromises  which  entered  •"*|!  ^^ 
mation  of  that  instrument,  that  three  fifth*  o'  ^^ 
should  be  represented  in  this  body.  ,  .t^^^e 

Now,  sir,  in  the  first  pUce,  let  it  b€  o*»««T  ki err « 
are  not  asked  to  legislate  on  the  abofition  ot  »»  .-^j^ 
Virginia  or  South  Carolina,  but  in  the Di»tnct oiyu  ^ 
bia;  and  that  our  legislation  disturbs  the  ^*^^J^^m 
constitution  only  by  the  influence  of  its  examptc  i- 
the  slaveholding  States.  ierase"^ 

In  the  second  place,  I  contend  that  a  just  ^^  pjii. 
all  the  powers  granted  in  the  constitution  <*"  ?  ^f  tferf 
turb  its  true  balance,  but  is  itself  the  preservation 

balance.   '  tnabo(^^ 

If  the  constitution  authorises  Congi«»  *""*^g^y  of 
very  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  the  ^^r^^^ 
the  exercise  of  that  power  shoukl  be  to  »^*^''Le„ttilo» 
in  the  slave  States,  and  thus  reduce  their  ^J^^  so 
in  this  body,  it  is  a  constitutional  result,  oi  ^^  ^. 
State  has  a  right  to  complain.  As  well  "^[^P^t^'y^ 
plain  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  We«t  in°\"  ibe 
by  Great  BriUtn,  because  iU  tendency  U  to  p^^ 
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name  result  in  the  United  Staten.  Neither  Con{ip^8S,  in 
the  one  cane,  nor  Great  Britain,  in  the  other,  is  under 
Any  reapon«bility  For  the  consequeneen  of  a  ri}2fhtful  ex- 
ercise of  power — I  mean  s  responsibility  to  the  consti- 
tution in  the  one  case,  and  the  law  of  nations  in  the 
other. 

But,  sir,  the  balance  of  the  constitution  is  already  dis- 
ttirbed  in  the  other  direction.     When  the  constitution 
was  adopted,  the  Mississippi  on  the  west,  and  Florida  on 
the  south,  formed  th.e  limits  of  the  confederated  repub- 
lic.    For  any  thing  contemplated  in  the  constitution, 
these  boundaries  formed  impassable  limits,  beyond  which 
a  slave  population  could  not  bring  into  Congress  a  rep- 
resentation upon  that  basis.   The  purchsses  of  Louisiana 
and  Florida  hare  added  two  additionsl  slave  States,  and 
.  will  probably,  ere  long,  add  two  more.     And  do  gentle- 
.  men  reflect  how  much  this  has  disturbed  the  balsnce  of 
the  constitution^ 

But  this  is  not  all.  The  balance,  in  point  of  fact,  has 
been  disturbed,  and  must  be  more  so,  by  the  great  rels- 
.tive  increase  of  the  slave  population  of  the  South,  and 
tlie  diminution,  almost  the  extinction,  of  it  at  the  North. 
And  although  this  is  not,  of  course,  an  unconstitutional 
increase,  yet  it  is  obvious  that  the  enormous  and  alarm- 
inic  relative  increase  of  the  slave  population,  compared 
with  that  of  the  whites,  was  not  within  the  contempla- 
tion of  the  men  who  formed  the  constitution. 

Thus,  in  the  four  Atlantic  States  south  of  the  Poto- 
mac, the  increase  of  the  whites  from  1790  to  1830  was 
84  percent.;  while  that  of  the  slaves  was,  during  the 
name  period,  136  per  cent.  In  South  Carolina  the  dis- 
proportion was  still  greater;  the  increaw  of  the  whites, 
during  the  same  period,  having  been  94  per  cent.,  while 
that  of  the  slaves  was  194  per  cent. 

To  what  results,  Mr.  Speaker,  are  the  principles  which 
produce  such  a  disproportionate  increase  of  population 
to  lead  us?  What  will,  in  the  progress  of  fifty  years, 
become  of  the  balance  of  the  constitution?  These  are 
questions  which  deeply  concern  the  free  States. 

lliit  there  is  another  question  which  comes  home  to 
the  slave  States  with  tremendous  and  appalling  interest. 
What  will  be  their  condition  half  a  century  hence  in  ref- 
.  ere  nee  to  this  subject?  That  period  will  roll  away;  and 
the  principles  which  govern  the  advance  of  the  slave 
population  will  continue  to  operate!  And  yet  gentlemen 
say,  *'  hands  off" — let  us  alone.  <*  We  will  leave  it  to 
our  children,  and  our  grandchildren,  and  our  great- 
grandchildren, to  take  care  of  themselves,  and  to  brave 
the  storm!" 

But,  sir,  I  will  pursue  this  train  of  thought  no  farther. 
I  leave  it,  and  with  it  the  subject  which  the  House  has 
so  kindly  indulged  me  in  discussing. 

Deeply  convinced,  sir,  that  the  petitioners  have  a 
.right  to  ask  us  to  abolish  slavery  and  the  slave  trade 
within  this  District,  and  that  we  have  not  only  the  right, 
but  that  it  is  our  bounden  duty  farthwith  to  commence 
the  one,  and  to  begin  and  finish  the  other,  [  must  ask, 
when  the  proper  time  shall  come,  that  the  petitions  shall 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  the  end  that  they 
.  may  have  the  speedy  and  decisive  action  of  this  body. 
It  seems  to  me  to  be  due  to  the  great  importance  of  the 
subject  that  they  should  be  thus  disposed  of.  Sir,  we 
must  not  bury  these  petitions.  And  let  me  say  to  gen- 
tlemen, that  such  a  policy  will  certainly  defeat  itself. 
You  cannot  smother  investigation  of  this  subject.  Sir, 
the  spirit  of  free  inquiry  is  the  master  spirit  of  the  age. 
It  bows  to  the  authority  of  truth  and  reason  and  revela- 
tion, but  it  bows  to  nothing  else.  It  must  have  free 
course,  and  it  will  have  it ;  giving  life  and  soul  and  en- 
ergy to  the  march  of  liberal  principles,  and  destined  to 
.  shake  t\try  institution  on  earth  which  does  not  recog- 
nise the  *'inaliensble  rights"  of  man,  and  bow  to  the  su- 
pcemacy  of  just  and  equal  Uw?«    And,  sir,  it  shall  move 


onward,  and  onward,  and  onward,  until  every  kindred, 
and  tongue,  and  people  under  heaven  shall  acknowl- 
edge and  glory  in  the  great  truth  that  **all  men  are  cre- 
ated equal." 

When  Mr.  Sladx  had  concluded— 

Mr.  J.  GAKLAND  said  he  rose  under  deep  and  painful 
feelings.  I  had  hoped,  said  he,  that  the  violent  and 
pernicious  desigpis  of  a  few  disafTected  fanatics  of  the 
North  would  have  been  long  since  silenced,  and  the  re- 
cent votes  of  this  House  had  inspired  roe  with  the  fond 
hope  that,  upon  this  floor  at  least,  I  never  should  have 
been  called  upon  to  vindicate  my  fellow«citizens  of  the 
South  against  the  false  and  foul  charges  of  piracy  and 
man  stealing,  so  repeatedly  and  lavishly  made  against 
them.  But,  sir,  this  qnestion  has  assumed  an  aspect 
that  forbids  me  to  be  silent;  and  I  should  be  recreant  to 
the  feelings  and  interests  of  the  people  who  have  confi- 
ded to  me  the  duty  of  representing  their  feelings  and 
interests  upon  this  floor,  if  I  could  stand  by  patiently, 
quietly,  and  submissively,  and  not  repel  the  strong  in- 
sinuations, unfounded  aspersions,  and  foul  calumnies, 
cast  upon  them,  and  roll  back  the  waves  of  calumny 
upon  tho<ie  who  have  attempted  to  cast  them  upon  us. 

Sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  who  last  addressed  the 
House  [Mr.  Slads]  has,  in  effect,  by  giving  a  direct 
contradiction  to  the  representations  of  other  gentlemen 
in  relation  to  the  number  and  feelings  of  the  abolitionists 
of  the  North,  done  much  to  unhinge  and  loosen  every 
feeling  of  confidence  which  ^heretofore  felt  on  this  sub- 
ject, in  consequence  of  the  action  of  the  northern  peo* 
pie  during  the  last  summer  and  fall,  and  the  declaration 
of  other  of  their  representatives  on  this  floor,  in  relation 
to  this  agitating,  this  dangerous  subject.  Honorable 
gentlemen  from  that  section  of  the  Union  tell  us  there  is  a 
strong  feeling  of  sympathy  in  the  North  for  the  people  of 
the  South.  Ay,  while  some  of  them  tell  us,  and  assure 
us,  too,  that  not  one  in  five  hundred  among  the  people 
there  favor  the  abolitionists  or  their  schemes,  another 
gentleman  (the  honorable  member  from  Vermont)  from 
that  section  of  country  tells  us  that  those  gentlemen 
have  grossly  mistaken  the  feelings  of  their  own  people. 
This  gentleman  [Mr.  Slaos]  tells  us  he  speaks  not  only 
the  sentiments  and  feelings  of  the  people  of  his  own  dif- 
trict,  but  of  the  whole  people  of  the  North;  and  that 
they  are  strongly  in  favor  of  the  schemes  of  these  me- 
morialists. Is  it  so,  Mr.  Speaker?  Is  it  true,  then,  sir, 
that  those  honorable  gentlemen  have  disguised  and 
misrepresented  the  true  sense  and  feelings  of  the  people 
of  the  North,  and  that- the  gentleman  from  Vermont  is 
better  acquainted  with  their  true  character  and  true 
feelings  upon  this  question  than  their  own  representa- 
tives, and  has  fairly  developed  them?  If  he  is,  sir,  and 
if  he  does  speak  truly,  and  if  the  people  of  the  North  do 
maintain  these  opinions,  I,  sir,  thank  the  gentleman,  in 
the  name  of  the  southern  people,  that  he  has  frankly 
disclosed  to  us  the  fact,  and  has  disclosed  it  in  seasonable 
time.  I  thank  him  that  he  has  prepared  us  for  the  as- 
sault that  awaits  us,  by  warning  us  of  its  approach.  I 
thank  him  that  he  has  undeceived  our  confidence,  and 
sroused  our  jeslousy.  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  venture 
to  hope,  however,  and  believe,  that  the  gentleman  has 
deceived  himself,  (although  I  do  not  doubt  his  sincerity,} 
and  has  mistaken  the  true  feelings  of  the  northern  peo* 
pie.  I  still  confide  in  the  declarations  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  Pisrgb,]  and  others  who 
agree  with  him,  and  shall  not  abandon  my  hopes  till 
further  developments  satisfy  me  that  mv  confidence  is 
misplaced.  I  cannot  but  express  my  admiration  of  the 
peculiar  adroitness  and  skill  with  which  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont  approached  this  subject.  But  while  I 
give  the  gentleman  full  credit  for  the  skill  and  adroitness 
be  used  in  contriving  to  bring  this  whole  question  before 
us,  I  must  confess,  and  I  mean  it  in.no  ufiensive  sense,  1 
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dislike  Ihedisinf^nuous  avowal  oftymiyathy  under  which 
he  commenced  hit  attack,  and  the  attempted  conceal- 
ment of  the  real  views  of  these  petitioners.  The  hon- 
orable (gentleman  professes  great  kindness  for  us — liis 
benevolence  for  us  is  very  expanded !  He  means  no 
offence!  He  does  not  mean  to  call  us  land  pirates  and 
man  stealers!  Oh,  no!  .  But  then,  says  the  {[gentleman, 
that  system  among  yoti  is  a  system  of  land  piracy — a 
merchandise  in  human  flesh!  'The  gentleman  does  not 
mean  to  hurt  us(  oh,  no;  but  he  means  to  assail  our 
rights,  and  destroy  our  property,  out  of  mere  benevo-, 
lence,  mere  kindness  to  us!  While  he  smiles  in  our 
faces,  he  drives  the  dagger  to  our  hearts!  Tou,  he  says,  ^ 
are  nnt  pirates  and  man  stealers;  but  your  system  of' 
slavery  is,  in  every  mien  and  every  form,  a  system  of  pi- 
racy and  man  stealing — accompanying  the  charge  with 
every  opprobrious  epithet  which  the  honorable  member 
could  string  together.  Thif,  sir,  is  kindness  with  a 
•vengeance,  for  whicli  we  have  no  thanks  to  return  to 
the  honorable  member  from  Vermont. 

I  beg  leave,  Mr.  Speaker,  before  entering  further 
upon  the  subject  before  me,  to  make  a  single  remark  in 
relation  to  what  fell  from  the  %'enerable  member  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams.]  That  gentleman  said  he 
had  no  wish  to  be  forced  into  a  discussion  on  the  '*  sub- 
lime merits  of  slavery."  Let  me  ask  the  gentleman, 
when  he  speaks  of  the  **  stiblime  merits  of  slavery*'  in 
the  ironic»l  sense  he  intended  the  remark,  to  cast  his 
eyes  upon  that  picture  [pointing  to  the  portrait  of  Gen- 
eral Washington]  of  the  Father  of  his  Country,  and 
stand  rebuked  by  the  recollection  of  his  virtues  and  his 
deeds.  When  the  people  of  the  North  were  weak,  and 
assailed  by  a  cruel  and  unrelenting  enemy,  and  strug- 
gling for  their  rights  and  their  liberties,  that  man,  at  the 
head  of  a  determmed  and  resolute  band  of  slaveholders, 
rushed  to  their  rescue.  He  and  his  companions  in  arms 
left  their  wives,  their  children,  their  domestic  firesides, 
their  farms,  their  all,  riiked  every  thing  the^  possessed, 
hazarded  all  they  held  dear,  and  periled  their  lives  and 
fortunes,  to  espouse  the  cause  of  the  North,  and  in*de- 
fence  of  northern  liberty.  Sir,  that  man  was  a  slave- 
holder, and  his  southern  companions  were  slaveholders. 
1  ask  the  gentleman  to  cast  his  retrospection  back  to  the 
eventful  period  of  Y6,  when  that  man,  with  some 
seventeen  hundred  or  two  thousand  patriots,  were  retreat- 
ing before  a  Ivrge  and  victorious  army  through  New 
Jersey,  their  very  footsteps  imprinted  in  the  snow  with 
their  blood;  and  to  look  back  again  at  the  conduct  of 
that  little  band  at  Trenton  and  Princeton,  immediately 
af\er.  Sir,  a  few  of  these  slaveholders  were  there;  many 
of  these  slaveholders  were  the  compatriots  and  compan- 
ions  of  the  honorable  gentleman's  patriotic  sire,  in  the 
cabinet  and  in  the  field,  and  were  not  deemed  unwor- 
thy. I  ask  that  gentleman,  then,  to  take  back  the 
calumny.  I  ask  him  to  recall  it.  It  was  wrong,  it  was 
unjust,  it  was  unkind,  it  was  illiberal.  1  do  venture  to 
express  a  sincere  hope  that  the  venerable  gentleman's 
feelings  upon  this  occasion  have  been  treacherous  to  the 
true  Melings  of  his  helrt.  I  hope  he  has  not  meant  the 
full  import  which  this  term  of  reproach  expresses.  With 
these  few  remarks  in  relation  to  the  imputation  of  the 
honorable  gentleman,  I  will  approach  the  subject  before 
us.  In  doing  so,  I  will  assure  the  House  that  it  is  not 
my  intention  to  follow  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Vermont  through  all  his  mazes,  and  turnings,  and  wind- 
ings; nor  shall  I  attempt  to  repel  all  hia  calumnies  and 
insinuations,  nor  endeavor  to  satisfy  hia  religious  scru- 
ples, nor  criticise  liis  moral  lecturing,  nor  to  notice  every 
thing  he  has  said  on  this  occasion  in  a  vein  and  a  manner 
better  suited  to  the  pulpit  than  the  floor  of  a  legislative 
assembly.  The  merits  of  slavery,  and  the  constitutional 
power  of  Confg^ess  to  interfere  with  it  in  the  States,  are 
questions  which  I  will  not  and  cannot  condescend  to 


discuss  here.  I  deny  your  right  to  tntrrfifre  with  t!R9 
in  any  form,  without  a  faithleas  violation  of  the  fedn 
compact,  and  utter  disregard  of  the  duties  vhkb  ?« 
owe  to  it. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  question  befcire  the  Heme  bii» 
sumed  a  variety  of  aspects.     But,  until  I  heard  (iK» 
marks  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  this  moniiit&l 
had  thought,  as  doubtless  many  others  did,  that  the  o^ 
difference  of  opinion  that  existed  in  the  House  wuei 
the  form  and  manner  in  which  its  sense  should  bed- 
pressed,  or  in  which  a  very  larg«  majority  of  itsats- 
hers  should  indicate  their  sentiments,  which  I  undemal 
to  be  almost  unanimously  opposed  to  sny  lrfiriit« 
whatever  upon  the  subject  of  these  memorials;  nneiR 
for  rejecting  all  petitions  and  memorials  of  this  daw 
ter;  some  are  for  laying  them  on  the  table;  snoefv» 
pose  one  form  and  some  another t  but  until  wt^ttt^ 
vored   with  the  views  of  the  member  from  Venw* 
who  has,  to  his  credit,  marched  boldly  up  to  the  bitten' 
jaw,  and  made  an  open  attack,  none,  no,  not  ose,  p« 
an  unqualifiefl  approbation  to  the  object  of  tbew  pc*-^ 
tions.     Permit  me,  sir,  to  make  one  further  rew"|*^ 
this  subject,  before  I  approach  the  question  itself; »« 
that  is,  who  are  these  petitioners >  The  honor»b!e»* 
her  from  New  York  who  addressed  the  House  this  ««*» 
ing,  [Mr.  Graxoeb,]  of  whose  acquaintance  I  tew** 
the  honor  or  the  pleastire,  but  hope  to  have  I^^JIj 
part  from  the  discharge  of  our  duties  here,  hs«  e«w«a 
(and  he  is  a  very  good  endorser)  the  character  o|* 
portion  of  these  petitioners— the  females;  I  '>^P*'*r 
the  ladies.     Now,  sir,  there  is  no  man  on  this  floor  J" 
has  a  higher  admiration  of  the  female  character (b»i 
have;  but  I  must  confess  I  do  not  like  to  see  them  iwflj 
shooting  out  of  their  proper  sphere,  and  '>'**^*'*1^'*l. 
control  national  politics.    I  do  not  like  to  see  th«P  ej 
come  politicians.     Sir,  I  was  very  much  Interestfo 
amused  at  the  sublime  and  beautifol  description  <J  ^ 
character  and  virtues  of  these  ladies,  with  wh«ft 
gentleman  entertained  the  House.     They  arc  si'  f«*"J 
ness,  all  kindness,  all  benevolence.     Oh,  yet,  s^?. 
their  objects  are  all  designed  for  good;  and  so  absoro« 
are  they  in  their  benevolent  designs,  that  ^^^^^ 
brought  themselves  to  contemplate  the  ■^f" '.^ 
quences  of  their  rash  proceedings.     Now,  sir, 
one  single  recommendation  for  the  gentleman.  '^  f 
aeem,  from  his  remarks,  that  one  of  the  peculiar  T»n 
of  these  females  is,  to  disturb  his  slumbers;  snd, « > 
derstand  the  gentleman  is  a  bachelor,  and  these  "^^^ 
titionera  are,  I  do  not  doubt,  old  maids,  not  ^^^'vjj 
twenty-five— for  they  never  get   beyond  **"*JjL 
would  recommend  him  to  take  one  of  these  »"*^r^  jj 
charming  ladies  for  his  wife;  and,  in  so  doingi  1/^ 
doubt  he  would  lessen  the  ranks  of  the  ftt>o'^*'^"^grft^ 
at  least,  and  secure  himself  against  any  further  ai»^^ 
ance  of  his  midnight  slumbers;   for,  be  sssui*^. 
Speaker,  it  is  a  most  powerful  soporific,  '"^ 'y. 
pleasant  one  into  the  bargain,  as  you  and  I  can  ^'^!^'gf 

Mr.  Speaker,  as  a  representative  from  a  ponj 
the  people  of  the  South,  I  would,  sir,  have  Je«n^ 
fectly  satisfied  with  the  dispomtion  made  of  i^  ^ 
rials  of  this  character,  when  they  were  first  P**^/*^  ^ 
the  beginning  of  the  present  session,  of  I^X'^Jf  v'l  ^ 
the  table,  not  again  to  be  Uken  up  or  consider^  ^ 
the  result  of  that  vote  has  not  had  the  ^^^rg^t, 
putting  to  rest  this  question.  By  an  overwhcliwrtB 
this  House  determined  to  lay  these  in«n>orisls  on 
ble.  there  to  sleep,  in  the  language  of  the  K^<V;  .j," 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adavs,]  "the  sleep  of  oe>^ 
More  than  this:  the  House,  by  a  decided  ^^-^jt 
even  to  honor  these  memorials  with  the  cu^^^Tjjim 
spect  of  ordering  them  to  be  printed.    And  •  ^( 
been  the  result?    Why,   sir,   the  v^ry  next  b»o*  1 
comes  another  memorial,  and  then  another,  till » 
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Uey  came  so  thick  that  the  attention  of  the  House  could 
lot  keep  pace  with  them;  and  the  very  memorial  now 
>efore  us  was  presented,  and  got  a  reference  to  one  of 
he  standing*  committees,  without  attracting  the  attention 
if  tlie  House— an  honor  which,  I  am  quite  sure,  the 
loiiae  never  desic^ned.  Nor  is  this  all.  Why,  sir,  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont  [>fr.  Sladb]  tells  us  he  is 
:li-ar£fed  with  numerous  petitions  of  the  same  character. 
$ir,  when  are  we  to  have  an  end  of  them?  This  House 
\as  decided  they  will  not  print  themi  it  has  decided.it 
kviJl  not  consider  them  further  than  to  lay  them  on  the 
tables  and  yet  they  come  and  are  to  come  in  shoals  upon 
Lis.  ^  Sir,  it  is  time  that  this  House  should  take  a  more 
decisive  stand,  should  adopt  a  more  definitive  course, 
t»liotild  decisively  rebuke  these  Intermeddlers  with  the 
property  of  others,  and  disturbers  of  the  tranquillity  of 
Uic  nation.  What  now  will  be  the  utility  of  laying  these 
papers  on  the  table,  when  we  may  be  met  by  a  motion 
to-morrow,  or  the  next  week,  to  take  them  up  and  re- 
consider them.  Sir,  the  layinf?  a  paper  on  the  table  is 
not  a  final  disposition  of  if,  although  a  majority  of  the 
House  may  again  and  again  make  this  disposition;  for  on 
the  very  question  to  take  up  and  consider,,  or  on  a  ques- 
tion to  reconsider,  as  well  as  on  the  original  presenta- 
Won,  we  may  have  debates  that  will  be  interminable,  and 
all  the  mischief  desired  by  the  fanatics  effected. 

Sir,  there  is  another  reason  why  the  action  of  Con- 
gress should  be  more  decisive  now  than  at  any  former 
ptriod,  and  why  the  people  of  the  South  should  call  for 
H  more  direct  expression  of  the  sentiments  of  this  House 
than  heretofore.     On  former  occasions  there  was  no  ex- 
traordinary feelmgof  alarm,  no  excitement,  no  appre- 
hension of  danger,  spread  througltout  that  section  of  the 
country.     The  spirit  of  insurrection  and  insubordination 
was  not  then  abroad.     It  was  reserved  for  the  last  sum* 
mei'^s  campaign  of  a  few  fanatics}  my  collesgue  called 
them  blood-hounds,  but  the  term  is  too  mild.  I  call  them 
fiends  of  hell,  associsting  themselves  into  societies,  re- 
ceiving subscriptions  of  more  than  $20,000  or  $30,000 
for  the  purpose  of  printing  and  circulating  among  us  in- 
cendiary pamphlets  and  such   beautiful  hieroglyphical 
calumnies  as  the  one  I  now  hold  in  my  hand,  pictures  and 
cuts  representing  the  southern  men  and  soutiiern  women 
in  the  niost  odious  and  disgusting  form  which  it  is  possi- 
ble f<ir  human  ingenuitv  and  devilish  purpose  to  invent. 
[The  paper  &lr.  G.  held  in  his  hand  was  a  large  sheet, 
printed  on  one  side,  and  illustrated  with  cuts  represent- 
ing the  pretended  cruelties  inflicted  on  the  negroes  of 
the   South]    The  authors  of  such  papers  are  cold- 
hearted,  base,  and  malignant  libellers  and  calumniators, 
and  deserve  the  bitterest  execrations  of  every  good  and 
patriotic  heart — ^they  should  be  scouted  from  society. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  we  are  called  upon  to  distinguish 
between  these  petitioners  for  the  abolition  of  slavery 
within  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  the  abolitionists  who 
arc  members  of  the  societies.     Sir,  I  cannot  distinguish 
between  them;  1  wish  I  could  honestly.  I  know  not  one 
of  these  abolitionists.    1  know  nothing  about  them,  and 
cannot,  therefore,  say  any  thing  against  their  personal 
character.     But  in  relation  to  the  schemes  of  the  abo- 
litionists, and  the  designs  of  these  petitioners,  I  have  this 
remark  to  make,  tliat  I  cannot  distinguish  between  the 
devil  and  those  who  do  his  works.    They  are  all  equally 
seeking  abolition;  they  are  all  seeking  to  subvert  the 
rights  of  the  southern  people.     They  have  the  same 
common  object,  and,  mark  me,  if  these  petitioners  should 
receive  countenance  by  this  House,  we  shall  find  many 
of  them— ay,  sir,  I  fear,  all  of  them— soon  ranking  in  the 
same  association  and  pursuing  the  same  reckless  schemes 
together.  .They  have  a  common  object  and  common 
purpose  to  effect.  Did  not  the  gentleman  from  Vermont 
himself  preach  to  us  about  the  evils  of  slavery,  and  the  I 
universal  rights  of  man,  and  our  duties  to  the  African  * 
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race?  Did  he  not  openly  avow  himself  an  abolitionist  to 
a  greater  extent  than  asked  for  in  this  fnemorial?  Did 
he  not  declare  slavery  a  sin  against  Heaven,  the  effect 
of  which  would  be,  although  not  avowed,  to  send  every 
slaveholder  to  perdition,  your  Washington  amon^  the 
rest'  I  listened  to  the  gentleman,  and  I  cannot  thmk  I 
mistook  tiie  purport  of  his  language.  Sir,  these  aboli- 
tionists (I  class  tliem  all  together)  have  excited  a  feeling 
of  alarm  in  the  South  which  cannot  easily  be  quieted. 
The  safety  of  our  wives  and  out;  children  is  endangered 
by  their  mischievous  and  incendiary  attempts  to  produce 
a  servile  insurrection  among  our  slaves.  But  oh,  says 
the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  you  are  in  no  danger:  all 
will  be  effected  peaceably  and  quietly!  Sir,  will  the 
gentleman  permit  us  to  Judge  for  ourselves.  We  are  in 
the  very  midst  of  the  slave  population,  while  he  is 
securely  sheltered  behind  the  ramparts  of  the  Green 
Mountains  of  the  North.  He  can  neither  see  nor  hear 
nor  feel  the  danger  with  which  we  are  beset,  because 
he  knows  and  feels  he  is  secure  from  the  effects  of  it, 
come  how  and  when  it  may.  The  gentleman,  therefore, 
will  excuse  us  when  we  express  our  own  apprehensions 
and  feelings  on  this  subject,  because  we  best  know  our 
own  situation;  we  cannot  requite  bis  kindness,  and  admit 
him  to  be  our  g^ide  in«uch  a  matter. 

Bat,  sir,  these  beautiful  prints,  and  these  devilish 
pamphlets,  are  not  the  only  firebrands  attempted  to  be 
circulated  among  us.  These  very  memorials  themselves, 
coming  here  in  the  midst  of  all  this  excitement  and 
alarm,  hypocritically  canting  about  the  piracy  and  tyran- 
ny of  slave-owners  have  the  very  same  tendency.  Gen- 
tlemen may  conceal  it  from  themselves,  but  I  tell  them 
the  tendency  is  the  same — ay,  and  the  design  is  the 
same.  Why,  sir,  the  abolitionists,  from  whom  gentlemen 
seem  so  anxious  to  separate  these  petitioners,  are  now 
laughing  in  tiieir  sleeves,  and  openly,  too,  that  they  have 
allies  who,  by  a  different  route,  are  indirectly  laboring 
to  achieve  the  same  object  with  themselves,  and  who 
give  respectability  to  their  designs.  Yes,  the  aid  they 
receive  in  this  way  stimulates  them  to  exertion,  and  ani- 
mates them  to  hasten  the  approach  of  the  final  catastro- 
phe they  are  themselves  seeking  to  bring  about.  Every 
movement  made  in  this  House  for  the  abolition  of  slavery 
within  the  District  is  a  stepping-stone  to  the  abolition- 
ists to  mount  up  to  their  work,  and  encourages  them  to 
seek  the  accomplishment  of  their  purposes^  they  who 
tell  us  that  these  memorials  only  look  to  the  District  of 
Columbia,  tell  us  what  cannot  be  credited.  If  their  ob- 
ject was  to  be  limited  to  the  District  alone,  to  the  few 
slaves  here,  the  success  would  not  be  worth  the  trouble, 
and  we  should  hear  nothing  about  it. 

There  is  another  reason,  Mr.  Speaker,  why  the  House 
should  adopt  a  more  direct  and  decisive  course  now  than 
heretofore,  growing  out  of  the  reasons  I  have  just  offered; 
and  it  is  this:  The  continuance  of  debate  on  this  sub- 
ject is  calculated  to  encourage,  if  not  to^  excite,  the 
slavei  themselves  to  insubordinatipA  and  insurrection. 
Do  what  you  will  to  prevent  it,  ifiese  things  find  their 
way,  through  some  channel  or  other,  into  the  midst  of 
the  slave  population.  They  know  every  thing  that 
transpires  here.  They  are  aware  of  every  thmg  going 
on  in  the  North;  and  there  is  a  spirit  of  insubordination 
in  some  places  almost  amounting  to  insurrection  among 
them  al."cady.  They  believe  the  whole  North  to  be  fa- 
vorable to  their  emancipation,  and  they  are  thus  en- 
couraged to  exertion;  they  but  little  doubt,  if  they  can 
once  organize  and  commence  the  attack,  the  northern 
people  will  fly  to  their  succor,  and  second  their  efforts. 
Then  I  say,  sir,  these  memorials  and  their  presentation 
are  improperly  timed;  and  however  1  might  be  disposed 
at  other  times  to  discuss  the  merits  of  these  petition.",  I 
will  not  do  it  now.  I  sppeal,  then,  to  our  friends  in 
the  North,  and  to  the  people  of  the  North,  to  rescue  us, 
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by  decisive  action  upon  (heir  part,  from  these  influences, 
wliicli  are  tlius  miactilevously  operatinf^^  upon  our  alave 
population  and  our  own  safety.  We  do  not  ask  our 
friends  of  the  North  to  come  personally  to  our  aid  in 
the  conflict  with  which  we  are  threatened.  No,  sir; 
oome  when  it  may,  victory  is  ours;  but  we  appeal  to  our 
brethren  of  the  North  in  behalf  of  our  wives  and  our 
children,  and  for  their  protection  and  security  against 
the  instigators  of  midnight  murder  and  assassination. 
Our  northern  friends  cannot  truly  sympathize  with  our 
feelings^  they  cannot  realize  our  true  situation i  they  are 
distantly  removed  from  our  slave  population,  and  know 
but  little  of  their  character  and  disposition;  we  are  in 
the  midst,  and  can  therefore  know  and  feel  the  extent 
and  true  character  of  the  danger  which  the  efforts  of 
the  fanatics  are  bringpng  upon  us;  hence,  knowing  our 
danger,  and  feeling  it,  too,  we  appeal  (we  do  not  sup- 
plicate— supplication  is  a  plant  that  does  not  flourish  in 
the  South)  to  the  North  to  do  their  duty  to  the  South, 
and  to  the  Union,  by  discharging  their  obligations  to  the 
constitution,  and  that  speedily. 

Mr.  Speaker,  how  ought  this  question,  as  it  is  now 
presented  to  us,  to  be  settled?  One  mode  has  been  at- 
tempted, and  it  failed.  Then  the  only  way  is  to  with- 
draw from  these  deluded  and  mitguided  fanatics  all  in- 
ducements, all  hope  of  aid  from  the  North.  Let  the 
northern  people  themselves  tell  them,  your  scheme  shall 
not  be  carried  out.  Why  is  it  necessary  for  us  to  ap- 
peal to  the  gentlemen  of  the  North?  These  fanatics 
are  in  the  northern  States,  which  are  sovereign  and 
independent  as  to  tbeir  domestic  relations,  beyond  the 
I'each  of  our  laws,  and  we  cannot  reach  them  by  any 
legislation  of  ours;  but  the  northern  people  can  and 
ought  to  do  it.  However,  we  have  had  some  specimen 
of  the  sincerity  with  which  this  scheme  has  been  put 
down  in  one  part  of  the  North,  which  I  will  mention  for 
the  credit  of  the  parties  concerned.  I  underbtand  there 
has  been  a  celebrated  Anglo-Scotch  vagabond  travelling 
through  a  certain  section  of  the  North,  by  the  name  of 
Thompson,  preaching  abolition;  and  1  hope  1  shall  not 
be  regarded  as  uncourteous  or  ungallant  in  again  referring 
to  the  females  of  the  North.  Well,  this  felon,  for  he 
deserves  no  better  name,  and  would  disgrace  that  if  it 
were  possible,  has  been  holding  forth  in  the  churches 
and  public  meeting-houses  of  the  North,  lecturing  and 
propagating  his  incendiarism,  to  the  great  horror  and  in- 
dignation of  the  people.  But,  what  is  most  singular,  the 
charming  influence  of  the  females,  those  blessed,  pious 
old  maids,  has  protected  him  from  all  the  rage  or  the 
indignant  citizens!  Ay,  sir,  even  at  the  very  moment 
when  the  people  surrounded  him,  breathing  threatenings 
and  denunciations,  determined  to  suppress  his  doings  and 
chastise  his  insolence,  his  charming  female  followers  and 
admirers  exercised  so  powerful  a  charm  over  him,  that 
they  carried  him  away  unseen,  as  in  the  midst  of  a  cloud; 
whether  in  their  pockets,  or  how,  no  one  can  tell;  but 
so  it  is,  he  was  carried  out  unseen,  and  escaped  un- 
touched, entirely  through  female  intervention.  How 
potent  the  charm,  thus  to  paralyze  indignant  patriotism 
and  fraternal  affection! 

Mr.  SLADE  said  Thompson  had  never  been  in  Ver- 
mont. 

Mr.  GARLAND.  Well,  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  that 
Vermont  has  not  been  cursed  with  his  presence,  and  I 
wish  T  could  say  that  his  principles  had  never  been  there; 
but,  somehow  or  other,  all  his  doctrines  have  reached 
there,  have  apparently  taken  pretty  deep  root  in  some 
of  its  soil,  and  are  broached  here  in  their  very  odious 
and  detestable  form  and  fchape.  I  will,  therefore,  say 
to  the  people  of  the  North,  give  us  your  aid  in  this  thing; 
prove  to  us  the  sincerity  of  your  attachment  to  the 
Union,  and  the  fidelity  with  which  you  will  discharge 
your  obligations  to  the  constitutional  compact,  by  sup- 


pressing  these  fanatical,  excitinfr,  an<)  cUngerru«ts«^' 
ations  against  that  properly  which  3'ou  stand  plcdgii 
protect.     We  love  you  as  brethren,  we  love  the  l  - 
we  ask  you,  as  citizens  having*  the  power  by  force  cr.A 
which  we  have  not,  to  put  down  these  abolition  Kbf?t. 
and  their  aiders  and  abettors  in  your  midst,  sncl  tt;-.- 
tect  us  against  these  incendiary  attempts  tobripfiir 
and  desolation  into  our  very  domicils.     Th's,EJ\'«. 
national  consideration,  deeply    afiTecting  the  Kui-n 
country,  and  the  Union  itself;  and  I  should  despise  <^< 
self  if  I  could  allow  any  other  feelings  to  tnlcriricr' 
consideration,  where  the  property,  the  lives,  orihc. 
erties  of  my  fellow-citizens  are  at  atake. 

Mr.  Speaker,  1  hope  I  need  sirarcely  remark ib»t I. 
not  include  all  the  people  of  the  North  with  (be  s:^ 
tionists.     God  forbid!     I  belie%-e  better  of  thtm.   S' 
know  them  to  be  incapable  of  the  designs  of  these  it  - 
night  murderers;  for  so  I  call  the  abolitionat*.   I'j 
are  not  open  and  manly  murderers;  for  they  do  nc'.  '■- 
to  show  their  faces  in  the  South  and  propagste  t'v 
schemes,  but  stand  at  a  distance,  safely  moored  hty- 
the  laws  and  institutions  of  independent  States,  sruu^ 
exciting,  insinuating,  and  stimulating  our  slaves  tf*^ 
work  of  destruction.     Sir,  they  are  murderers,  h  '-^ 
most  obnoxious  sense  of  the  term.     I  could  Y\^^t^ 
respect  for  the  man  who  boldlv  marchea  up  sud  »i^^ 
me  openly;  but  I  abhor  and  *dt test  the  daftlardJjJff 
who  approaches  me  by  stealth,  or  fires  at  me  behimii* 
bush.     1  repeat,  sir,  their  object  is  murderous  w-- ■ 
can  prove  it  out  of  their  own  mouths.     Is  it  n^  ^f^[ 
ous  that,   but  a  short  time  agn,   one   of  them  bo»>: 
avowed  that  every  southern  sU%ehaUlcr  ought  lo bs « 
ecuted?    And  yet  that  very  fellow  walks  in  brotd  c«*^ 
unmolested  by  men  and  caressed  by  ladies,  in  the  iUft^J 
of  a  northern  city  of  this  Union!     Have  they  not  tf«J  j 
red,  in  print,  that  they  wouM  pull  down  and  d«JfJJ  "* 
very  arch  of  the  Union,  rather  than  ihty  wwld  l»!i" 
effect  their  purposes?  Sir,  is  this  language,  ^^}^[^ 
of  our  northern  friends,  to  be  tolerated?  Is  Ui»  iw'^  ? 
the  North  intends  to  discharge  its  duty  of  pf^-'f  !f" 
the  rights  of  the  South,  secured  by  compad?    W; 
I  trust  not.     Are  these  the  pious  actions  of  these  DiR 
olcnt  servants  of  God?     Sir,  they  are  actions,  bui  i«, 
are  not  those  of  the  holy  and  peaceful  rtl  g'O"  ^'^ 
Saviour  of  the  world,  whom  they  hypocritically  p» 
to  follow,  ami  whose  religion  they  profess  to  V^^^y^^ 
He  did  not  eftect,  nor  seek  to  effVct,  the  grand  o'J«c^^ 
his  mission  by  violence.      No,  sir;  the  relig'O"  ^^  ,^ 
Saviour  is  of  a  diflferent  order;  its  i^bject  is  P'^^jJ^j^ 
works  are  peace,  and  its  ends  arc  peace.    N^[  *"  ' 
fanatics.     Theirs  is  the  religion  which  *«*^»"^h\w 
ment  of  its  designs  by  fire  and  sword,  snd  *o"',  JJj 
heretics  to  the  stake,  burn  tlicro  with  fagots,  or » 
them  with  the  rack  and  the  inquisition,  to  cowP«'  "^^j 
ence  to  their  fanatical   notions  of  religion*  .    -j^jip, 
Christian  is  never  stimulated  to,  and  never  mc*  ^  ^j^^ 
murder  and  midnight  assassination;  and  I  '^^  j,,tb 
name  of  Christian  should  ever  have  been  ^^'^.L^i'.t- 
this  unhallowed,  detestable  association.    It  is  '    ^^^^^ 
tion  to  the  name.     Sir,  these  people  must  be  pu  ^^^ 
and  that  speedily,  or  dire  consequences,  wlwcn    ^^^  | 
to  contemplate,  will  ensue.    The  time  *»"* y  cecu»'r» 
the  people  of  the  South  must  insist  upon  it<    ^    ^^o 
liberty,  life,  all  are  involved  in  this  question;  i^»o  .^ 
will  never  surrender  their  rights.    1  hey  ^^y'r^  ^^<^i 
from  them,  but  abandon  or  surrender  tbero  t»e>  ^^ 
will.     It  may  be  matter  of  no  serioun  concern    ^ 
meddlers  with  our  domestic  rightp,  with  ^^^^  ^^^J,^^vt 
to  the  murder  of  our  wives  and  children,  to  con     ^^^ 
our  pUins  drenched  with  blood  in  a  senile  "^^^'^^f^ 
are  absent  and  secure.     But  to  us  *^*?*r'.  Juiijw 
and  fathers,  who  must  be  in  the  midst  of  it»  '^  '^     ^^g. 
slight  concern,  no  ordinary  emotion,  that  vc  ca 
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lemplate  or  could  nee  the  blood  reeking^  from  the  bosoms 
:>r  our  wives  and  children,  pouring  from  wounds  inflicted 
;  hrouf^h  the  instigation  of  these  disturbers  of  otir  peace, 
B.nc1  enemies  of  our  lives  and  liberties.     We  should  feel, 
and  that  acutely,  too{  we  should  revenge  to  the  utmost 
their  blood  upon  the  heads  of  those  who  shed  it.     Mr. 
Speaker,  we  may  suffer  much  in  the  conflict  with  which 
we  are  threatenedi  but  be  assured  that,  unless  God  in 
his    providence  has  determined  our  fate  otherwise,  we 
shall  drive  back  the  storm;  we  will  maintain  our  prop- 
erty, keep  our  slaves  in  subjection,  and  drive  back, 
with  a  signal  overthrow,  these  intruders  upon  our  rights. 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall  not,  upon  this  occasion,  enter  the 
lists  with  the  gentleman  from  Massachusettsi  to  discuss 
the  "  sublime  merits  of  slavery,"  nor  with  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont,  into  a  religious  controversy,  to  prove 
that  slavery  is  in  conformity  with  holy  writ.    The  latter 
l^'entleman  may  find,  if  he  search  his  Bible,  that  the  pa- 
triarchs of  old  held  their  bondmen,  as  well  as  their  free 
servants;  and  both  sacred  and  profane  history  will  teach 
him  that  slavery  has  existed,  in  one  form  or  another, 
frnm  the  foundation  of  the  world;  and  by  not  a  few  pious 
aiul  learned  divines  it  is  supposed  to  be  a  curse  pro- 
nounced upon  the  descendants  of  one  of  the  sons  of 
Noah.     But  into  the  philosophy  or  discussion  of  these 
matters  1  design  not  to  enter.     If  it  be  a  stain  in  our 
escutcheon,  I  wish  to  distribute  the  honor  to  whom  the 
honor  is  due,  and  let  our  former  mother,  Rnghnd,  who 
bequeathed  it  to  us,  take  her  full  share.     But,  sir,  who 
for  a  long  time  carried  on  the  African  slave  trade?  The 
merchants  of  the  North.     Who  navigated  the  slave 
ships ^    The  seamen  of  the  North.     Yet  they  reproach 
us  having  no  further  profits  to  derive  from  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  slave  trade. 

The  able  and  patriotic  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  Ihoersoli.]  has  told  us  that  slavery  had  been  abol- 
i!ihe<l  in  the  North,  because  the  nature  of  the  soil  and  its 
productions  dkl  not  longer  justify  their  employment.  A 
very  good  and  sufficient  reason,  and  withal  true;  and 
when  we  are  in  that  situation  that  we  cannot  benefit  our- 
selves by  holding  slaves,  why,  we  will  endeavor  to  imi- 
tate the  noble. example  of  our  northern  brethren,  and 
emancipate  too!  Interest  will  certainly  induce  us  to 
believe  that  slavery  is  an  evil,  as  it  did  our  northern 
brethren.  When  it  is  not  our  interest  to  hold  slaves, 
then  we  will  emancipate  them,  too,  in  imitation  of  this 
example. 

Xlr.  Speaker,  this  question  has  not  been  brought  upon 
us  by  ourselves.    We  have  not  interfered  with  iliei  nsti- 
tutions  of  the  North;  and  why  should  they  meddle  with 
our:&?     I  will  here  ask  the  honorable  member  from  Ver- 
mont one  question.     Will  he  inform  us  what  we  are  to 
do  with  our  slaves,  if  we  abolish  slavery  in  Virginia?     Is 
it  intended  to  let  them  loose  upon  us,  and  to  be  located 
among  us,  upon  terms  of  equality^    If  not,  where  have 
these  benevolent  schemers  provided  an  asylum  for  them? 
Uut  I  will  make  one  proposition  to  him,  and  to  the  abo- 
litionists; and  it  is  this:  open  your  purse  strings;  give 
the  best  test  of  your  benevolence;  come  among  U9,  and 
buy  our  slaves,  and  you  may  emancipate  them  at  your 
will,  so  you  remove  them  from  among  us.     That  will  be 
a  better  test  of  your  sincerity  and  purity  of  motive  than 
nil  your  speeches  and  writings.     Till  you  do  this,  I  em- 
phatically say,  let  us  alone. 

Sir,  there  is  another  reason  why  we  should  not  meddle 
with  this  subj-^ct.  What  was  the  condition  of  things  at 
tlie  formation  of  the  confederacy?  During  the  arduous 
struggle  of  the  Revolution,  you  were  willing,  gentle- 
men,  to  fight  the  battles  of  freedom  side  by  side  with 
slaveholders.  Together  the  blood  of  our  fathers  was 
shed,  and  together  their  bones  bleached  the  battle-field. 
You  were  willing  to  erect  this  Union  in  conjunction  with 
the  slaveholder,  and  with  him  to  cement  it  togetb^r. 


To  bring  about  so  desirable  an  event,  you  agreed  to  re* 
strict  the  powers  of  Congress,  and  prohibit  their  inter- 
ference with  slavery,  and  even  for  a  time  with  the  Afri- 
can slave  trade.  But  now  it  is  all  wrong.  New-fangled 
doctrines  have  thrown  new  lights  upon  this  subject,  and 
you  now  reproach  us  with  that  very  thing  you  have 
sworn  to  protect.  Generous-minded  people  of  the 
North!  I  ag^in  appeal  to  northern  members,  snd  em- 
phatically ask,  will  you  violate  your  plighted  faith?  Will 
you  reproach  those  who  confided  in  you,  and  in  their 
confidence  entered  into  a  solemn  league  with  you,  and 
destroy  those  rights  which  you  have  pledged  your  faith 
to  protect  ?    I  hope,  I  believe  not. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  had  not  intended,  in  the  outset  of  my 
remarks,  to  have  said  so  much  in  relation  to  these  fa- 
natics; but  I  trust  the  House  will  pardon  my  feelings  on 
this  occasion.  I  will  now,  sir,  as  briefly  as  possible,  re- 
cur to  the  constitutional  power  of  this  House  to  legislate 
on  the  siibject  of  slavery  within  the  District  of  Colum- 
bis.  I  shall  pass  over  the  Presbyterian  Synod  of  Ken- 
tucky, merely  remarking  that,  judging  from  this  reso- 
lution, they  seem  to  be  fit  companions  for  the  abolition 
priests  of  the  North,  who  have  led  some  pious  females 
so  unwarily  into  their  schemes.  As  to  the  article  quo- 
ted from  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  I  have  only  to  say 
that  the  benevolence  of  its  editor  betrayed  him  into  an 
error,  of  which  I  do  not  doubt  he  has  long  since  re- 
pented. As  to  the  quotation  from  the  Richmond  Whig, 
I  have  only  the  same  thing  to  say.  In  either  case,  how- 
ever, I  will  remark  that  they  wfere  urging  the  State 
Government,  which  they  supposed  had  the  constitu- 
tional right  to  interpose.  As  to  the  article  signed  •«  A 
South  Carolinian,"  I  do  not  believe  it  was  written  by  a 
South  Carolinian,  but  by  some  individual  who  assumed 
that  name,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  more  force  to  his 
remarks,  South  Carolina  being  an  extensive  slavebold- 
ing  State. 

I  will  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  approach  the  constitutional 
question,  and  would  solemnly  ask  if  it  is  to  be  seriously 
argued  that  the  sages  of  the  Revolution,  understanding 
liberty  as  they  understood  it,  would  have  manifested  su 
much  caution  in  the  framing  of  the  constitution,  by  sal- 
utary restrictions  upon  this  subject,  and  yet  have  been 
ao  incautious  as  to  leave  Congress  in  possession  of  this 
power  any  where?  Where  is  it  found?  It  is  neither 
expressed  directly  or  indirectly  in  any  one  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  constitution.  Again,  sir,  is  it  to  be  be- 
lieved, for  one  moment,  that  the  States  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland,  the  foremost  in  the  ranks  of  those  who  re- 
stricted the  power  of  the  Federal  Government,  would 
have  given  up  a  portion  of  their  citizens,  in  order  that 
there  might  be  inflicted  upon  them  an  unlimited,  unmit- 
igated, and  unrestricted  despotism,  reserving  not  even 
the  right  of  representation? — for,  if  the  argument  of  the 
gentleman  fiom  Vermont  be  true,  this  Government, 
within  these  ten  miles  square,  is  as  despotic  as  that  of 
Russia  or  the  Grand  Turk.  Would  the  people  of  Vir- 
ginia and  Maryland  have  consented  to  pass  off  a  portion 
of  their  citizens,  like  herds  of  swine,  without  one  solitary 
act  of  restriction  and  restraint  upon  the  power  of  the 
Federal  Government  over  them?  Would  they  have 
been  willing  to  have  erected  a  despotism  in  the  midst  of 
this  Union '  Sir,  I  cannot  believe  it.  This  very  idea  is 
preposterous.  Fortunately  for  us,  however,  there  is  no 
proof  positive  on  this  subject.  The  language  of  the  act 
of  the  Virginia  cession  is  clear,  unequivocal,  and  deci- 
sive upon  the  point,  and  it  w.ll  be  found  to  answer  every 
argument  urged  by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont. 

The  proviso  to  the  act  of  cession  by  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia is  in  these  words:  "  Provided  that  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  be  construed  to  vest  in  the  United  States 
any  right  of  property  in  the  soil,  or  to  affect  the  rtghti 
of  individuuls  therein,  otherwise  linn  as  the  sameshali 
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or  may  be  tnnsrerrcd  by  such  individuals  to  ihe  United 
Statef."    By  this  clause  no  ripht  or  soil  pastes.     Con- 
gress  cannot  affect  the  ri^ht  of  individuals  to  ihe  soil,  on- 
ly so  Tar  as  individuals  may  convey  to  the  United  States. 
The  reversion  of  the  soil  is  in  the  State  of  Virginia.  U  it 
not,  therefore,  most  manifest  that,  with  these  reservations 
and  restrictions,  Virginia  regarded  the  rights  of  the  citi- 
sens  of  the  Uistrict  as  effectually  secured  and  guarantied 
as  they  were  under  her  own  constitution  and  laws  pre- 
vious to  the  cession'    Congress  cannot  declare  any 
thing  designated  and  held  as  property  not  to  be  proper- 
ty, without  express  grant.     In  relation  to  slaves,  the 
constitution  regards  them  as  property,  and  gtiaranties  its 
security.     If  the  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  exists,  then  the  people  of  the  District,  al- 
though American  citizens,  stand  on  a  footing  of  gross 
inequality;  for  Congress  is  restricted  ss  to  all  other  citi- 
zens.    1  then  emphatically  ask  if  Virginia  and  Maryland 
did  so  disfranchise  this  portion  of  their  former  citizens' 
The  language  of  the  act  of  cession  by  Mar)  land  is  rath- 
er more  equivocal,  but  yet  the  spirit  and  design  were 
the  same.     When  the  objects  of  the  cession  expressed 
in  the  preamble  to  the  act,  the  reference  to  the  constitu- 
tion, and  the  restricted  character  of  the  cession  as  to 
property  in  the  said  District,  are  seen,  it  seems  to  me 
there  can  be  no  doubt  upon  this  question. 
■    Sir,  there  is  another  reason  why  the  States  of  Vir- 
ginia and  Maryland  would  not  have  been  guilty  of  the 
excess  of  folly  of  making  the    cession  unrestricted, 
and  which  proves  the  chsracter  of  tlie  proviso  referred 
to;  and  it  Is  this:  Maryland  was  a  large  slaveholding 
State,  and  Virginia  the  largest  in  the  Union;  and  they 
both  provided  that  their  citizens  sliould  return  to  their 
respective  Governments  whenever  the  ceded  territory 
•hould  cease  to  be  used  as  the  seat  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment.    Now,  sir,  extinguish  slavery  here,  and  what 
do  you  do.'    You  make  a  rallying  point  for  free  negroes 
in  the  very  centre  of  slavery  itself.     Here  might  be 
gathered  all  the  disaffected  and  insubordinate  spirits 
among  the  slave  population  of  the  surrounding  States, 
who  might  resort  here  in  such  hordes  that  the  citizens 
of  the  District  would  be  unable  to  control  or  check 
them.     1  say,  sir,  the  Legislatures  of  those  two  States 
would  not,  and  could  not,  liave  been  guilty  of  the  folly 
of  mij^ing  such  an  unrestricted  cession. 

Those  who  contend  that  Congress  has  the  power  to 
abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  attempt  to 
derive  it  from  these  words  in  the  1st  article  and  8ih  sec- 
tion of  the  constitution,  having  reference  to  an  antici- 
pated cession  of  territory  to  the  Federsl  Government, 
for  a  seat  of  Government :  **  To  exercise  exclusive  legis- 
lation in  all  cases  wliHtsoever  over  such  District."  The 
cession  of  this  District  was  not  made  until  some  time 
af^er  the  adoption  of  the  constitution;  of  course  it  had 
no  direct  reference  to  this  District,  or  to  the  question  of 
slavery,  because  it  would  not  then  have  been  known 
whether  the  cession  would  be  made  by  slaveholding  or 
non-slaveholding  States.  Any  interference  with  slavery,  in 
any  form,  by  Congress,  was  expressly  restricted;  yet  it  is 
contended  that  this  clause,  making  no  direct  or  indirect 
reference  to  the  subject,  conveys  this  power,  so  totally 
at  war  with  the  principles  of  the  constitution,  and  the 
explicit  restriction  upon  thii  subject.  A  very  satisfac- 
tory interpretation  of  what  was  intended  by  the  words 
"to  exercise  exchisive  legislation"  is  to  be  found  in 
the  fact  that  without  such  a  cession  of  territory,  and  the 
right  of  exclusive  legislation,  the  Federal  Government 
would  have  had  no  territory  upon  which  to  erect  her 
public  buildings,  or  its  Legislature  to  conduct  its  delib- 
erations, but  would  have  been  at  the  mercy  of  Slate  au- 
thorities, liable  to  be  disturbed  and  interrupted  at  the 
pleasure  of  State  authorities.  U  was  necessary,  then, 
for  safety  and  security,  that  the  Federal  GoTcramcnt 


of  the  Federal,  because,  in  their  domestic  ng  ^^  ^^^ 
relations  they  are  sovereign  and  indepcfi</c'»»  ^^^^^ 
Federal  Government,  and  of  each  other.  "°^'  yi 
is  this  question  to  be  decided?  I  do  not  wisy^jj  ^^^ 
vote  upon  it  in  the  most  direct  manner.  '^  ,t 
pared,  sir,  to  meet  it,  come  when  it  willi  *  j  ^ 
will,  and  in  whatever  shspe  it  msy.  B"^  *«ri///i»f '" 
thus  prepared  to  give  my  own  votfi  i  •*"  res*"'*' 
make  every  concession  that  gentlemen  can  >^^>  ,51)1 
biy,  in  the  form  in  which  the  decision  of  the  nw^ 


shoidd  have  a  territory  of  ifi  ow^n^  and  exclusive  Irp  > 
tion  over  that  territory,  to  prevent  interruption  or  diri 
bance.    The  necessity  will  be  sufficiently  illu^irtied  . 
the  recollection  of  the  fact,  tliat  during  the  sittinjri  ' 
Congress  at  Philadelphia,  previous  to  the  adoptioe ; 
the  constitution,  it  was  surrounded  by  a  mob,  snd  ir. 
in  duresse  during  a  whole  dayi  and  that  it  finally  sdjoor 
ed  to  meet  at  Trenton,  in  New  Jersey.     Having  terrt. 
ry  and  exclusive  jurisdiction   of  its  own,  the  Fnlr. 
Government,  by  its  own  laws,  protects  itself;  but  f  ^ 
out  it,  it  would  depend  on  State  authorities  for  its  p-. 
tection,  which  would  not,  probably,  always  be  sffortlft', 
and  the  legislation  of  the  whole  nation  arrei^tcd.  T' 
following  remarks  of  Mr.  Madison,  in  the  convent .09  a 
Virginia,  will  prove  the  correct nera  of  this  view.  *'h 
next  objects  (speaking  of  Mr.  Henr})  to  the  exciiat: 
legislation  over  the  District  where  the  seal  of  the  G^i 
ernment  may  be  fixed.    Would  he  aubmic  that  the Bf- 
resentatives  of  this  State  should  carry  on  their  del.t>rr. 
tions  under  the  control  of  any  one  of  the  roeiaberj  ►h 
the  Union?    If  every  State  had  the  power  of  lefislit- 
over  the  place  where  Congress  should  fix  the  Ge«a 
Government,  this  would  impair  the  dignity  and  hia  J 
the  safety  of  Congress.     If  the  safety  of  the  Unioo  •r'? 
under  the  control  of  any  particular  State,  would  not  fe 
eign  corruption  probably  prevail  in  such  a  State,  to  ^ 
duce  it  to  exert  its  controlling  influence  over  the  jks- 
hers  of  the  General  Government.     Gentlemen  ctf-et 
have  forgotten  the  disgraceful  insults  which  Confw* 
received  some  years  ago.     When  we  a'so  reflect  tci 
the  previous  cession  of  particular  Slates  is  necf«i? 
before  Congress  can  legislate  excluairely  any  wherr, «  , 
must,  instead  of  being  alarmed  at  this  p»rt,  be«rt<* 
approve  of  it."  .   ^ 

The  words  «•  in  all  cases  whatsoever"  cannot  ben-  ^ 
gnrded  as  conveying  any  independent  power,  or  cw- 
ferring,  contrary  to  the  whole  scope  and  mtentwa «» 
the  framers  of  the  constitution,  and  every  pr»cf« 
upon  which  it  is  based,  all  powers  of  I*'?'***;?",.';: 
expressly  prohibited.  I  cannot  think  the  consumt^ 
can  claim  to  itself  a  principle  of  inherent  power*,  sj^ 
all  its  powers  are  derivative  and  restricted.  |"5*.  Vj^^ 
must  be  interpreted  to  mean  all  powers  of  ^^^' 
authorised  by  the  principles  upon  whidi  the  cow 
tion  is  framed,  and  conferred  by  that  instrument. 

With  these  very  few  remarks,  therefore,  I  le«« ' 
branch  of  the  subject,  not  deeming  it  "*^'**'J  ,-ye 
peat  the  able  and  perspicuous  views  of  my  co"«"B" ' 
[Mr.  W I  SB,]  so  forcibly  expressed.  ^f 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  question  now  *•*"**,„  J 
how  is  this  mallr.r  to  be  decided?     It  li»«co'neup 

fore  us,  and,  in  the  language  of  gen«le«»"'.*jr.i«bf 
met.  We  all  admit  this  property  is  guarantied  to  u^  ^ 
the  constitution,  and  that  Congress  has  no  powtr 
gislate  in  relation  to  it  in  any  of  the  States,  i^^^^ 
stitutional  power  to  do  so  is  denied  by  ^^^'^.f:  .:„nfcl 
upon  this  floor.  Why,  then,  was  the  cot«W"'  . 
power  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  Statei  re«ri^^^^ 
in  relation  this  subject?  Because  it  is  P^**P\^/^,Qyta 
which  we,  individually,  have  control t  *»•  j  .^rmintd 
into  our  system;  and  the  constitution  h"  f^ffoa 
that  jurisdiction  over  it  shall  not  be  ^rtnsterrtii 
the  domestic  control  of  the  State  CovernmentJ     ^^    \ 
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»e  expressed,  so  that  it  be  decisive  and  effectual.     But 
cannot  go  so  far  as  to  record  my  vote  to  affirm  that 
la  very   is  an   evil,  because  I  will  make  no  concession 
v1iate\er  to  tlie  abolitioiusts,  who  are  not  affected  with 
t  •   and  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.     This  is  a  subject 
.vith    which  we  have  nothing  to  do,  and  my  individual 
>plnion  need  not  be  expressed.     I  say,  sir,  I  am  willing 
lo  make  the  most  liberal  concession  that  the  nature  of 
the  case  will  admit.     Now,  let  us  investigate  the  true 
character  of  the  question  under  consideration.      Our 
brethren  of  the  North  have  no  direct  interest  in  this 
c^iiestion,  but  our  interest  is  directly  at  stake;  our  lives, 
liberty,  property,  all  are  in  danger.   It  has  not  originated 
in    the  South;  nothing  was  heard  of  it  until   this  abo- 
lition  society  awakened  our  fears,  and  alarmed  us  for 
c>ur  safety.     The  question,  then,  is,  will  you  quiet  the 
people  of  the  South. ^     Will  you  decide  this  question  in 
fiuch  a  form  as  to  tranquillize  their  fears ^     We  are  all 
brethren  of  the  great  American  family,  and  hnve  been 
associated  together  for   upwards  of  fifXy  years;  let  us, 
then,  continue  in  the  same  bonds  of  fraternal  love.     The 
southern  people  tell  you  we  wish  to  continue  in  frater- 
nization and  union  with  you;  but  their  march  is  impe- 
ded,  and  their  prospects  blighted,  by  these  harassing 
interferences  wiih  their  rights.      It  creates  a  feeling 
of  insecurity  on  the  stability  of  our  property.     We  ask, 
ttten,  our  brethren  of  the  North  to  quiet  us  in  the  most 
decisive  form  they  can,  consistent  with  their  duties.    If 
they  cannot  sustain  all  the  propositions  that  have  been 
presented,  they  can  either  submit  or  vote  for  some  one 
that  shall  be  considered  decisive.     1  have  disposed  of 
the  question  of  laying  these  petitions  on  the  table;  that 
course  is  not  decisive,  and  not  adequate  to  the  emergen- 
cies of  the  occasion.     Many  gentlemen  are  unwilling  to 
reject  any  petitions,  on  the  ground  that  it  is  the  con- 
stitutional right  of  the  citizen   to  petition.     I  myself, 
Mr.  Speaker,  have  no  objection  to  that  course;  but  am 
prepared  to  vote  not  only  that  such  petitions  be  not  re- 
ceived, but,  if  I  could  do  so,  I   would  vote  that  they 
should  be  all  thrown  together  into  the  midst  of  the  Po- 
tomac. 

Mr.  Speaker,  let  us  examine  the  proposition  to  reject, 
which  will  likely  follow  a  reconsideration  of  the  refer- 
ence.    In  the  course  of  this  debate,  reference  was  had 
to  the  example  of  the  Senate  during  the  first  session  of 
ttie  last  Congress,  to  show  that  the  rejection  of  this 
memorial  would  be  dihrespectful.     Sir,  the  cases  are 
not  analogous.     If  my   recollection  be  right,  the  vote 
of  the  Senate,  in  that  case,  was  not  upon  a  proposition 
tu  reject,  but  upon  a  proposition  not  to  receive  the  pa- 
per.    I'hat  was  more  disrespectful  than  to  reject,  be- 
cause the  motion  to  reject  is  necessarily  made  after  the 
paper  has  been  presented — after  it  has  been  in  the  hands 
of  the  Speaker,  and  read  to  the  House;  but  the  motion 
not  to  receive  is  in  priority  of  all  these  formalities,  and 
is  therefore  a  more  decisive  expression  of  the  disrespect 
of  the  body  to  whom  it  is  offered.     The  motion  to  reject 
means,  simply,  to  reject  the  application,  that  in,    the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners  or  memorialists,  and  nothing 
more.    Hut  it  is  contended  that  even  this,  as  well  as 
the  motion  not  to  receive,  is  at  war  with  the  right  of 
petition.     Now,  sir,  what  is  this  right  of  petition?     Gen- 
tlemen bring  petitions  here,  present  them,  and  ask  ref- 
erence to  some  committee  of  the  House.     Committees 
sre  not  organized  by  law  or  by  the  constitution,  but  by 
a  rule  of  the  House,  for  its  own  convenience,  and  for 
the  convenience  of  having  that  brought  to  its  considera- 
tion which  could  not  be  conveniently  done  by  the  whole 
House.    A  committee  sometimes  reports,  or  passes  over 
^ub  tsiknliot  or  asks  leave  of  the  House  to  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject;  and  can- 
not the  whole  House  do  at  once  what  it  may  do  on  the 
recommendation  of  one  of  its  own  committees?    Sup- 


pose the  committee,  to  whom  a  petition  may  be  refer- 
red, report  that  it  should  be  rejected,  where  is  the 
want  of  power  or  the  disrespect  on  the  part  of  the 
House  to  do  the  same  thing  without  the  reference?  If 
the  House  confirms  the  report  of  the  committee,  it  all 
amounts  to  the  same  thing— to  rejection;  and  the  only 
question  is,  whether  the  same  thing  shall  be  done  di- 
rectly without  reference,  or  indirectly  by  reference  and 
report,  the  House  having  determined  its  course  before 
a  reference  is  asked.  Now,  these  petitioners  know 
nothing  about  the  formula  of  proceeding  here,  and  it 
is  the  same  thing  to  them  whether  their  petition  be  re- 
jected by  a  direct  vote  of  the  House,  without  going  to 
a  committee;  or  whether  it  go  to  a  committee,  who  may 
report  that  it  be  rejected,  and  the  House  confirm  that 
report. 

Hut,  say  gentlemen,  it  conflicts  with  the  right  of  pe- 
tition— a  sacred  riglit,  guarantied  by  the  constitution. 
Sir,  there  is  no  man  on  this  floor  who  respects  the  right 
of  petition  more  than  I  do;  but  yet,  with  all  this  regard 
for  the  right  of  petition,  there  is  some  respect  due  to 
ourselvcH,  and  it  must  always  be  understood  with  some 
restrictions.  The  right  of  petition  is  the  right  to  peti- 
tion for  a  redress  of  grievances  affecting  the  petitioners 
themselves;  but  when  pious  and  godly-given  ladies,  in 
some  few  portions  of  the  North,  are  petitioning  tore- 
dress  my  grievances,  when  I  feel  no  grievance,  when  I 
know  of  no  grievance  at  all,  i  humbly  conceive  it  to  be 
an  improper  and  impertinent  interference  with  my  rights. 
Now,  sir,  pray,  how  are  these  good  and  godly  and  pious 
and  Chribtian-like  ladies  affected  by  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia^  They  are  not  living  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  but  in  Vermont  or  Massachusetts.  They 
are  not  aflVcted  by  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
They  are  not  stained  by  its  guilt.  They  are  not  affected 
by  its  sins.  Its  blood  is  not  upon  their  skirts.  Why, 
then,  should  they  ask  a  redress  of  the  grievances  of  the 
people  of  the  Disti  ict  of  Columbia^  Are  not  the  people 
of  the  District  themselves  the  best  judges  of  their  own 
grievances;  are  they  not  adequate  to  judge  for  them- 
selves and  to  apply  for  redress  of  grievances,  if  they  have 
any;  and  do  they  come  here,  or  to  their  own  Legislature, 
to  ask  redress?  Sir,  I  must  s»y  1  respect  no  petition 
coming  from  people  who  are  not  interested,  directly  or 
indirectly,  on  the  subject  about  which  they  petition;  and 
less  so  when  its  object  is  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of 
others.  When  petitions  come  from  those  who  feel  and 
Bufler  grievance,  couched  in  respectful  language,  I  will 
then  respect  and  hear  them  in  the  most  respectful  man- 
ner. Then,  sir,  why  nut  come  up  directly  to  the  ques- 
tion, and  reject  this  petition,  and  all  petitions  of  a  similar 
character,  inttanter?  I  have  referred  to  what  has  taken 
place  heretofore  in  relation  to  petitions  of  this  character, 
which  I  then  thought  sufficiently  decisive — laying  them 
on  the  table;  but  that  was  when  the  country  was  quiet, 
and  had  not  been  disturbed  by  the  circulation  of  pam- 
phlets and  vile  wood  cuts  among  the  slaves  of  the  South. 
Then  we  were  satisfied,  because  there  was  nothing  se- 
rious to  apprehend;  the  demon  of  discord  had  not  then 
been  stalking  through  the  land;  but  now,  sir,  we  see 
the  danger,  and  all  we  ask  is  an  express  declaration  on 
the  part  of  our  brethren  of  the  North  of  their  determi- 
nation not  to  legislate  upon  this  subject;  this  we  have  a 
right  to  ask  and  to  expect.  If  we  had  the  power,  as 
as  they  have,  we  would  not  ask  even  this  of  them.  No, 
sir;  we  could  manage  these  fanatics  exceedingly  well,  if 
we  had  them  among  us,  but  we  cannot  reach  them  as 
long  as  they  confine  themselves  within  the  limits  of  other 
sovereign  and  independent  States;  we  caimot,  we  will 
not,  violate  the  jurisdiction  of  other  States. 

But,  say  gentlemen,  why  press  the  constitutional  ques- 
tion now?  1  reply,  we  press  it  from  the  most  urgent  and 
imperious  necessity.     It  is  due  to  our  safety,  to  our 
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quiet,  that  we  preis  it.  Every  other  form  in  which  this 
qtiestion  hts  been  presented  hai  failed  to  aecure  ut 
Kgftinst  the  repetition  of  these  memorialt  and  petitionSt 
exciting  our  psfsions,  tnd  endangering  our  safety.  Noth- 
ing, it  seems  to  me,  short  of  t  drcltration,  on  the  part 
of  CongresSt  of  their  want  of  constitutional  power,  will 
restrain  these  fanatical  crusaders  from  seeking  the  in- 
tervention of  Congress  in  aid  of  iheir  diabolical  schemes, 
and  perpetually  harassing  the  country.  I  do  not  ask 
gentlemen  to  vote  contrary  to  their  sense  of  right.  If 
they  believe  Congress  has  not  the  power,  tiien  this  agi- 
tating subject  will  be  put  to  rest,  so  far  as  Congress  is 
concerned.  U  gentlemen  think  Congress  has  the  con- 
stitutional power,  let  them  say  so;  we  shall  not,  if  they 
decisively  refuse  all  legislation  upon  the  subject,  upon 
grounds  of  expediency,  complain  of  their  opinions  upon 
the  mere  questitm  of  power — a  power  which  they  do 
not  intend  to  exercise,  and  sever  the  Union  on  t)iat  ac- 
count. No,  sir;  we  value  it  too  highly,  and  love  it  too 
dearly.  But  if  the  power  exists,  this  House  cannot 
pledge  its  successors — the  South  has  no  security  Tor  the 
future.  The  constitution  provides  for  its  own  amend- 
ment, by  reference  to  the  source  of  all  power— >the  peo- 
pie.  It  will  be  our  duty  to  seek  through  the  people  an 
amendment  to  the  constitution,  restricting  the  power  of 
Congress  upon  this  subject.  Such  an  amendment  must 
and  will  prevail,  if  the  northern  people  are  sincere,  which 
I  do  not  doubt,  in  their  professions  of  attachment  to  the 
Union,  and  respect  for  our  rights^seeing,  as  they  must 
d(i,  the  infinite  danger  to  our  rights  and  our-  safety 
which  would  result  from  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia.  This  would  (est  the  true  feelings 
of  the  North,  and  quiet  the  apprehensions  of  the  South, 
and  secure  the  Union  against  the  most  formidable  enenriy 
by  which  its  integrity  could  he  assailed. 

Sir,  1  am  anxious  to  see  this  distracting  question  put 
to  rest,  and  that  we  may  be  able  to  say,  with  new  feel- 
ings of  national  pride,  in  the  language  of  the  pt»et, 

'*  Where  e'er  benealh  the  sun,  by  ^ea  winds  fanned, 
There  floats  the  banner  of  my  native  land." 

Not,  sir,  the  banner  of  a  northern  empire,  not  the  ban- 
ner of  a  southern  empire,  but  the  banner  of  the  Union—- 
the  banner  which  conducted  the  heroes  of  the  Revolution 
to  victory  in  the  cause  of  freedom,  and  which  has  now 
waved  in  triumph  for  upwards  t>f  half  a  century,  untai- 
nished  and  unscathed.  Sir,  1  hope  this  question  will 
now  end;  that  our  northern  brethren  will  meet  it  in  the 
most  decisive  form,  and  give  such  an  explicit  expression 
of  their  sentiments  as  will  tranquillize  the  South  on  the 
one  hand,  and  silence  the  fanatics  on  the  other. 

As  to  the  proposition  of  (he  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vanis,  [Mr.  Imgersoll,]  for  whose  patriotic  feeling^,  ex- 
hibited upon  this  occasion,  I  cannot  withhold  the  ex- 
pression of  my  highest  admiration,  I  can  ouly  say  that 
it  is  truet  but  it  does  not  meet  the  present  case;  the 
question  before  the  House  relates  to  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia alone.  The  proposition  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man refers  to  slavery  in  the  States.  The  proposition 
that  Congress  has  no  constitutional  power  to  abolish  sla- 
very in  either  of  the  States  of  the  Union  need  not  be 
decided,  because  none  assert  it;  and  a  decision  of  that 
question  would  in  no  wise  decide  the  question  arising 
upon  this  petition. 

The  only  way  in  which  the  question  can  be  presented 
so  as  to  procure  the  definitive  and  speedy  action  of  the 
House,  will  be  by  reconsidering  the  vote  of  reference, 
now  sought  to  be  reconsidered,  which  I  earnestly  hope 
will  be  done. 

When  Mr.  Gahlawv  had  finished  his  speech — 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  the  House,  by  a  vote  of 
104  to  79 


The  question  being  then  tak^n.  **  Shall  the  main  9  < 
tion  be  now  put?"  it  was  decided  in  the  sfEnniLi; 
Yeas  137,  nays  71. 

The  CHAIK  having  stated  the  question  to  be  sbt'x 
the  vote  be  reconsidered, 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  asked,  if  it  was  carried  in  the lin 
alive,  what  would  be  the  next  qiieation? 

The  CHAIR  said  it  would  be  on  the  motion  to  cons 

Mr.  LANB  moved  an  adjournmeor,  but  withdrtr 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  asked  for  the  yeas  and  niyi,  >i 
thry  were  ordered. 

The  Question  of  reconsideration  being  takes,  i:  *^ 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  f<illows: 

YcAS^Messrs.  Ai»thony,  Beale,  Bean,  twh^ 
Hell,  Bockee,  Douldin,  Dovee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Bo^k 
Burns,  John  Calhoon,  Cambrelengr*  Campbell,  C^r^'' 
John  Chamber;:,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  CUibor 
Cleveland,  Coffee,  Coles,  Connor*  CrMg,  Crsrocr.C- 
man,  Davis,  Deberry,  Dickeraon,  Doubleday,  D*et 
goole,  Dunlap,  Efner,  Fairfield,  Fmrlin,  Forester,  Fo«S< 
French,  William  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  James  fiirli-* 
Rice  G:«rland,  Gillet,  Glascock*  Graham,  i*n)^' 
Griffin,  Haley,  HiUnd  Hall,  Hamer.  Hammond,  H«^ 
gan,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Albert  G.  Harrison,  HHB^' 
Hulsey,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley»  Huntington,  II  - 
man,  high:im,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jarvia,  JovpUJ^r.^  • 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Henty  M^\' 
John  W.  Jones,  Judaon,  Kennon*  Kilgore,  Kinu- 
Klingensmith,  Lane,  Lansing,  L^wler,  Gideon  Ic^ 
Joshua  Lee,  Tliomas  Lee,  Luke  Lea,  Leonanl,  W> 
Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Abijah  Mann,  Job  Msnii,  Mir " 
John  Y.  Mason,  William  Mason,  Moses  Msaon,  M«''" 
May,  McComas,  McKay,  McKeon,  McKim,  Mercer. 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Muhlenberg,  Owens  »'«jr^  *^*^"; 
Patterson,  Pal  ton,  Franklin  Pierce,  James  A.Pr»«' 
Pettigrew,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Pinckney,  ttcnclier,  J*  ^ 
Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynold?,  Ripley,  Roane,  K.»beri8ta, 
Rogers,  Schenck,  Seymour,  William  B.  Shepsnl,  Au^-- 
tine  II.  Shepperd,  Shields  Shinn,  Smith,  Sf»t.p^-' 
Standefrr,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thoma-,  Joh""*'!!"^!;; 
Wad<ly  Thompson,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turrill,  VjWi^J 
poel,  Wagener,  Wsrd,  Wasliington,  Weeks  ^'^^  ' 
Lewis  Willisms  Sherrod  Williams  Wise— 148. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adams  Chdton  Allan,  Heiiwn  Aiif". 
Ashley,  Hailey,  Beaumont,  Bond,  Borden,  Br*^ 
Buchanan,   William  B.   C;dhoun,  Carr,  Casey.  O^oj 


Cttsbn^' 


Denny,  Evans,  Everett,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  Grswg  • 
Graves  Grennell.  Joseph  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  H»ro . 
H.rper,    Hsz<  Itine,    Hoar,    Howell,    Hunt,   mrf*" 


William  Jackson,  Janes,  Benjamin  Jones  Laporic. 
re  nee.   Lay,  Lincoln,  Love,  Mason,   McCariy,  Mc 
nan,  Milligan,  Morris  Parker,  Dutee  J.  Pearc*-,  i^ 
Reed,   Russell,  Slade,   Sprague,   Stores   Umler»ou». 
Vinton,  Webster,  Whittlesey— 61.  - 

Mr.  OWENS  said,  in  consequence  of  the  w't*'"^* 
which  the  debate  had  taken,  he  had  determined  to  (n<^^ 
to  lay  the  petition  on  the  table,  with  a  view  t^P'^^,^, 
the  continuance  of  the  discussion  upon  the  |"^"Vj 
commit.  The  same  course  he  should  pursue  m  r^Pj^ 
to  every  similar  petition  which  might  be  P^*"^*]  Joijie 
resolutions  on  the  subfect,  which  he  had  *"*^'^''*^!l-<j  for 
House,  he  would  offer  when  the  Ststes  were  c»"«  ^^ 
resolutions.  He  moved  to  lay  the  petition  &»«  "' 
tion  to  commit  on  the  table.  it#fpO' 

Mr.  WISE  made  a  point  of  order.     Had  no»  "^^  ^j,, 
tion  to  reject  precedence  of  the  motion  to  I»y 
table?  .    tiie 

The  CHAIR  said  no  motion  to  reject  was  ^^^^^^. 
House,  and  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  sra* " 
batable.  ^^^ 

Mr.  WISE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  then 
tion,  and  tbey  were  ordered. 
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rhe   question  being  taken,  it  wai  determined  in  the     portent  the  subject  be  speedily  acted  upon  by  Congress, 
irmative,  as  follows:  He  had  take^  the  trouble  to  ezantine  the  journals  of  the 

Veas — Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Anthony,  Ashley,  Bcale,      "         '  -j  *- -•-  ••    ^-         *• 


ran,  Beardsley,  Deaunnont,  Dell,  Bockee,  Boon,  Boul- 
1,    Bovee,   Boyd,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  Burns, 
imbreleng,  Carr,  Casey,  George  Chambers,  Chaney, 
lapman,  Chapin,  Cleveland,  Coffee,  Coles,  Connor, 
>rwin,  Craig,  Cramer,  Crane,  Cushman,  Davis,  Deberry, 
ickerson,    Uoubleday,    Dromgoole,   Dunlap,    Efner, 
airfield,  Farlin,  Forester,   Fowler,  French,  Fhilo  C. 
iiller,   William  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,   Gillet,   Graves, 
Hley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Hardin,  Harlan, 
&muel  S.  Harrison,  Albert  G.  Harrison,  Uaynes,  Hen- 
•rson,    Holsey,   Hopkins,    Howard,  Howell,  Hubley, 
untington.  Huntsman,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Jabez  Jack- 
in,  Jarvis,  Joseph  Johnson,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Cave 
uhnson,    Benjamin  Jones,  Judson,  Kennon,  Kilp^ore, 
.innard,  Klingensmilh,  Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Gideon 
.ee,  Joshua  Lee,  Thomas  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall, 
<ucas,  Abijah  Mann,  Job  Mann,  Martin,  John  Y.  Mason, 
Villiam   Mason,    Moses    Mason,   Samson  Mason,  May, 
.fcKay,  McKvon,  McKim,  Mercer,  Miller,  Montgomery, 
rluiilenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Parker,  Parks,  Patterson, 
'ranklin  Pierce,  Phelps,  Pinckney,  Rencher,  John  Rcy- 
lolda,  Joseph  Reynolds,  R'pley,  Roane,  Schenck,  Sey- 
noiir,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Shinn,  Smith, 
^panglcr,   Standcfer,    Storer,    Sutherland,    Taliaferro, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Turrill,  Un- 
Icrwood,  Vanderpoel,  Vinton,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wash- 
ngton,  Webster,  Weeks,  Lewis  Williams,  Shcrrod  Wil- 
liams— 144. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,   Heman  Allen,  Bailey,  Bond, 
Borden,  Briggs,   John  Calhoon,   William   B.  Calhoun, 
Cavnpbell,  John  Chambers,  Childs,    Claiborne,  Clark, 
Cashing,  Denny,  Evans,  Everett,   James  Garland,  Rice 
Garland,  Glascock,  Graham,  Granger,  Grayson,  Gren- 
nell.  Griffin,  Hiland   Hall,    Hammond,    Hard,  Harper, 
Hazeltine,   Hoarr  Hunt,  William  Jackson,  Janes,  Henry 
Jolinson,  John  W.  Jones,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke 
I,ea»  Lincoln,  Love,  Lyon,  Maury,  McCarty,  McComas, 
McKennan,  Milligan,  Morris,  Patton,  Dutee  J.  Pearcc, 
James  A.  Pcarce,   Petiigrew,    Pickens,   Potts,    Reed, 
Robertson,  Rogers,  Russell,  William  B.  Shepard,  Sladc, 
Sprague,  Waddy  Thompson,  Towns,  White,   Whittle- 
sey, Wi8C--67. 

So  the  petition  and  the  motion  to  commit  were  order 

ed  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


TUURSDIT,  DcCESTBEn  24. 

CONSTITUTION  OF  MICHIGAN. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  asked  the  unsnimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  take  up  and  dispose  of  the  message 
or  the  President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a 
copy  of  the  constitution  and  other  documents  emanating 
from  a  convention  in  Michigan,  in  reference  to  the  for- 
mation of  a  State  Government  of  said  Territory. 

The  unanimous  consent  of  the  House  having  been  ob- 
tained, 

Mr.  M.  remarked,  when  the  subject  was  last  before 
the  House,  there  were  three  different  propositions  pre- 
sented to  its  consideration,     lie  had  moved  that  the 
message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  with  the 
accompanying  documents  on  this  subject,  be  referred  to 
a  select  committcet  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Ha- 
mib]  had  moved  its  reference  to  the  select  committee 
already  raised  on  the  subject  of  the  northern  boundary 
of  Ohio;  and  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  How- 
ard] moved  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ter- 
ritories. 


House  in  regard  to  former  applications  of  a  similar  char 
acter;  and  he  had  found,  without  exception,  that  the 
course  had  been  to  refer  all  such  applications  to  a  select 
committee.  That  was  the  reason  which  induced  him  to 
make  the  motion  he  had.  He  had  the  whole  of  the  pre- 
cedents before  him,  including  every  Slate  admitted  into 
the  Union  from  the  foundation  of  the  Government.  He 
would  again  remark  that  he  had  himself  no  disposition 
on  the  subject;  but  be  presumed  there  was  a  disinclina- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  mover  that  the  subject  should 
go  to  a  separate  and  select  committee.  Mr.  M.  then 
stated  it  as  his  belief  that  the  two  subjects  ought  to  be 
kept  separate  and  distinct  if  possible;  but,  if  it  met  the 
pleasure  of  the  House,  he  should  be  perfectly  willing 
to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  the  Territories,  merely 
remarking  that  such  had  been  the  usage  of  the  House  in 
former  instances. 

It  was  true  that,  in  every  other  case,  there  had  been 
no  conflicting  claims;  and  that  Circumstance,  perhaps, 
might  make  an  exception  to  the  general  rule  heretofore 
pursued  with  regard  to  this  subject.  He  hoped  the 
House,  however,  would  promptly  refer  it  either  to  the 
one  committee  or  the  other,  in  order  that  the  sense  of 
the  House  might  be  speedily  ascertained,  and  the  ques- 
tion settled  in  a  way  satisfactory  to  all  parties. 

Mr.  HAMER  then  withdrew  his  motion  to  refer  the 
subject  to  the  same  committee  to  which  the  message  and 
documents  on  the  northern  boundary  of  Ohio  had  been 
referred. 

Mr.  II.  remarked  that,  in  withdrawing  his  motion,  his 
principal  object  was  to  present  another  Question  to  the 
House.  He  desired  that  this  whole  subject  should  go 
to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  in  order  to  arrive  at  a  fair 
expression  of  the  sense  of  the  House.  He  therefore 
moved  that  this  matter  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  STORER  said  if  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
MAS02k]  would  permit  the  pending  question  of  reconsid- 
eration of  the  vote  referring  the  President's  message  on 
tlie  subject  of  the  northern  boundary  of  Ohio  to  be  Grst 
dijsposed  of,  he  would  interpose  no  objection  to  the 
wishes  of  the  gentleman  in  regard  to  the  reference  of 
the  other  document. 

Mr.  MASON  said  he  would  merely  suggest  to  the 
House  that  the  two  subjects  were  distinct  and  indepen- 
dent questions. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  motion  first  in  order  would 
be  the  reference  to  the  Committee  on  the  Territories. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  he  hoped  the  motion  of  his  col- 
league, to  refer  this  subject  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  would  prevail.    He  had  no  doubt  but  the  gtn* 
ticman  from  Virginia,  who  had  moved  its  reference  to  n 
select  committee,  would  bestow  upon  it  an  able  and 
faithful  examination.     Nor  did  he  know  of  any  objection 
to  the  gentlemen  who  compose  the  Committee  on  the 
Territories.     It,  however,  appeared  to  him  that  neither 
a  select  committee  nor  the  Committee  on  the  Territories 
was  the  appropriate  committee  to  take  charge  of  this 
subject.     He  believed  it  was  true,  as  had  been  atated 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  on  former  occa* 
sions,  when  States  had  been  admitted  into  the  Union, 
the  subject  had  been  referred  to  a  select  committee;  but 
as  the  case  of  Michigan  was  unlike  those  which  had  gone 
before  it,  they  did  not  furnish  a  precedent  for  her's.   In 
no  instance,  not  even  that  of  Tennessee,  was  there  any 
dispute  about  boundaries.     In  every  case  the  question 
of  admission  was  one  of  expediency  merely;  there  was 
nothing  else  to  settle  or  decide.     The  subject  of  the  ex* 
pediency  of  admitting  new  States  into  the  Union  does 
not  belong  to  the  powers  and  appropriate  duties  of  any 


For  himself,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  had  no  disposition  on  the  „  .  . «     . 

subject.    He  beliered,  however,  that  it  was  very  im-  1  one  of  the  standing  committees  of  the  House;  and  for 
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this  reason,  in  all  former  cases,  a  select  committee  had 
been  raised  for  the  occasion.     Even  in  the  case  of  Ten- 
nessee, the  claim  of  rtglit  was  denied;  and,  as  is  appa- 
rent from  the  journal  of  the  proceeding  attending  her 
admission,  she  was  received  into  the  Union  on  the  ground 
of  expediency  alone.     In  the  present  case,  Michigan 
claims  that  she  is  a  State,  by  virtue  of  certain  laws  and 
ordinances  of  Congress  already  pained.     No  act  of  Con- 
gress has  expressly  authorized  her  to  form  a  constitution 
and  erect  herself  into  an  independent  State,  as  was  done 
before  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  the  other  new 
States  since  admitted,  formed  their  constitutions.   There 
being  no  act  of  Congress  authorizing  her  to  form  a  con- 
stitution, nor  any  in  express  terms  recognising  her  right 
to  become  a  State,  she  deduces  that  right  by  interpreta- 
tion and  construction  of  certain  laws.    The  laws  princi- 
pally relied  upon,  as  conferring  upon  her  this  right,  are 
the  ordinance  of  Congress  of  1787,  for  the  government 
of  the  Northwestern  Territory,  and  an  act  of  Congress 
of  1805,  erecting  the  Territory  of  Michigan  into  a  ter- 
ritorial Government.    Ihe  maintains  that,  by  virtue  of 
cerUin  general  terms,  in  which  one  of  the  sections  of  the 
latter  act  is  expressed,  she  has  a  right  to  form  a  consti- 
tution and  State  Government  whenever  the  Territory 
created  by  that  act  shall  have  sixty  thousand  inhdbiUnts. 
Nothing  is  said  in  the  act  about  the  formation  of  a  State 
Government;  but  by  connecting  it  with  the  ordinance  of 
1787,  and  then  by  putting  a  construction  on  the  ordi- 
nance, she  raises  the  inference  that  she  has  a  right  to 
form  a  constitution,   and  demand  admission  into  the 
Union,  without  further  or  other  legislation  on  the  part 
of  Congress.     The  Michigan  construction,  both  of  the 
ordinance  of  1787  and  of  the  act  of  1805,  is  seriously  dis- 
puted; and  Mr.  V.  said  he  was  one  of  those  who  believ- 
ed her  construction  of  both  of  them  to  be  wholly  erro- 
neous, and   her  pretensions  groundless.     Many  other 
acts  of  Congress  were  connected  with,  and  explanatory 
of,  the  two  acts.     Now,  when  laws  are  to  be  expUined, 
and  rights  deduced  from  their  interpretation,  the  Judici- 
ary Committee,  and  it  alone,  would  seem  to  be  the  ap- 
propriate committee  to  discharge  that  duty.     So  long  as 
Michigan  puts  forth  her  claim  to  admission  on  the  ground 
of  right,  and  does  not  ask  it  as  a  favor,  the  question,  and 
the  only  question,  to  be  determined  i?,  do  these  acts 
bear  her  out  In  her  interpretation  of  them?     For  his 
part,  he  had  no  doubt  that  Congress  had  an  absolute  and 
plenary  power  over  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  could 
make  a  State  of  it  or  not,  at  its  own  pleasure  and  discre- 
tion, and  with  such  boundaries  as  it  might  deem  expe- 
dient, subject  only  to  the  qualification,  that  il<  southern 
boundary  could  not  be  extended  into  the  territory  of  the 
States  south  of  it. 

Upon  so  grave  a  matter  of  interpretation  as  that  set 
up  by  Michigan,  it  was  important  to  bring  to  its  deci- 
sion the  best  legal  talents  of  the  House.  The  Judiciary 
Committee  was  always  supposed  to  be  composed  of  gen- 
tlemen of  the  highest  legal  altainmentsj  and  bejng  select- 
ed with  reference  to  those  attainments,  and  without  re- 
ffard  to  this  question  in  particular,  its  decision  would  be 
ooked  upon  as  an  impartial  exposition  of  the  law;  and, 
on  this  account,  it  would  be  entitled  to  and  receive  more 
of  the  respect  of  the  House  than  would  be  given  to  the 
report  of  aselect  committee,  organized  for  the  occasion. 
An  able  gentleman  from  the  Slate  of  New  York  presides 
over  the  Judiciary  Committee,  and  no  member  of  it  be- 
ing from  those  States  beyond  the  Ohio,  which  have  an 
>J^ej«»t  in  the  question  of  boundary,  (which  is  one  of 
the  legal  questions  involved  in  the  claim  of  Michigan  for 
admission,  with  the  constitution  she  has  formed,)  an  im- 
partial  decision  upon  these  pretensions  might  be  ex- 
pected.  * 

Mr.  V.  said  he  desired  it  to  be  understood  that  he 
knew  no  objection  to  the  Committee  on  the  Territories, 


so  far  as  it  respects  the  gentlemen  composing  it.  H* 
thought,  however,  it  was  not  the  appropriate  cooiid^Uc^, 
because  the  object  of  its  creation  was  tn  mttcnU  tu  the  b> 
sinessand  interests  of  the  Territories,  as  audi,  and  dklr'< 
contemplate  its  action  or  decision  upon  a  question  Wt 
the  present.  The  rights  of  the  adjacent  States  are  iotuI- 
ved  in  this  question,  and,  fur  that  reason,  it  would  see? 
not  to  be  the  proper  committee.  The  Committee  on  iii< 
Territories  is  presumed  solely  with  •  reference  to  '.  *: 
knowledge  possessed  by  its  members  of  tbe  loc»l  mv^'i 
and  interests  of  the  Territories,  and  without  any  re- 
gard to  their  legal  attainments  which  alone  couki  5: 
them  to  decide  the  questions  to  which  the  preteosk^ » 
of  Michigan  give  rise.  It  would  therefore  be  Ttt> 
proper  to  pi  ice  on  the  I'erritorial  Comniittee  grniie* 
men  of  all  p-ofessions,  while  it  would  be  a  matter  ot' 
surprise  if  a  )y  other  than  lawyers,  and  those,  too,  of 
high  legal  attainments,  were  put  upon  the  Committee  ld 
the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  did  not  think  the  subjcc: 
ought  to  be  refrrred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judican. 
He  ht)ped  the  House  would  not  at  this  time  go  into  anr 
examination  of  the  merits  of  the  controversy — a  conin*- 
versy  he  hoped  to  see  adjusted  to  the  satisfaction  of 
all  parties.  Mr.  M.  then  referred  to  the  proceedings  m 
the  cases  of  Tennessee  and  Ohio,  as  recorded  in  Uic 
journals,  in  both  of  which  select  committees  were  »p 
pointed.  Such  had  been  the  uniform  practice  of  tLc 
House.  U  was  true  that  the  subject  did  not  approp.t* 
ately  belong  to  any  one  of  the  committees  of  the  House, 
for  it  Was  an  extraordinary  application.  Taken  »i'.c- 
gether,  if  a  select  committee  was  not  the  appropruic 
one,  it  appeared  to  htm  the  Committee  on  the  Territo- 
ries was  the  most  appropriate.  Siill,  he  hoped  the  furiDcr 
couriie  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  HOWARD,  having  made  the  motion  to  refer  ll»U 
ntatter  to  (he  Committee  on  the  .I'erriioriea,  would  ver} 
briefly  state  his  reasons.     He  thought  so  intricate  a  sub- 
ject should  be  referred  to  one  of  the  regular  standir.|^ 
committees  of  the  House,  for  the  reasons  he  had  stattd 
when  he  made  tlie  motion.    He  was  aware  of  the  furiper 
\\f>hgc  of  the  House  to  refer  applications  for  the  admia- 
sion  of  new  States  into  the  Union  to  a  select  committee, 
and  that  that  long  practice  ought  not  lightly  to  be  de- 
parted from;  but,  since  the  sdmi&sion  of  the  Ust  SU!e 
into  the  Union,  the  Committee  on  the  Territories,  whose 
peculiar  province  he  thought  this  matter  was,  li^td  been 
organized,  namely,  in  1825.    Prior  to  that  >ear,  no  bucli 
committee  had  existed  in  that  ilmise.     [Mr.  11.  then 
desired  the  Clerk  to  read  the  resolution  under  which  ;t 
was  organized.]  The  non«existence  of buch  a  commitiee 
he  believed  to  be  the  reason  why  this  subject  liadtKrcti 
referred  to  a  select  com.nfiiltee.      That  reason,  however, 
no  longer  existed,  and  he  hoped  the  House  would  suffer 
it  to  take  the  reference  he  thought  to  be  the  only  ap- 
propriate one.     Mr.  H.  then  refcred  to  the  proceedings 
of  the  last  Congress  on  the  same  subject,  to  be  found  m 
Journal  of  the  House,  pages  S3  and  398.     Fur  himself, 
he  said,  he  was  totally  indifferent  to   wluit  committee 
the  House  should  aend  it,  believing  only  that  the  whole 
subject  should  go  the  same  committee.     It  was  for  that 
reason  he  had  made  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  %otc 
by  which  the  House  had  departed  from  the  practice  set- 
tled by  the  last  Congress,  and  referred  tlie  subject  of 
the  Ohio  boundary  line  to  a  select  committee,  iiisiead  uf 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Territories.     He  hoped,  there- 
fore, both  subjects  would  be  sent  to  the  latter  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  STORRR  next  addressed  the  House  upon  the 
question  before  it.  Whatever  difference  of  opinion, 
said  Mr.  S.,  may  exist  among  the  delegation  of  Ohio 
upon  other  points,  it  gives  me  pleasure,  sir,  to  belic\e 
that  we  are  united  upon  this  question.   It  is  not  my  w  l^a 
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o  give  the  present  debate  t  wider  ran|^  than  the  motion 
>f  my   colleftp^iie  would  properly  embrace  under  the 
'ules  of  the  House,  though  the  mode  in  which  the  sub- 
lect  has  been  heretofore  discussed  roig^t  seem  to  re- 
quire a  departure  from  the  usual  course  of  debate.  Tet, 
iir,  whenever  tiie  important  matters  connected  with  the 
measag^e  of  the  Preudent,  which  are  asked  to  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  shall  come  before  this  House,  and 
the  field  is  fairly  opened  to  argue  the  merits  of  her  bor* 
cler  controversy,  as  an  humble  Representative  of  Ohio,  I 
shall  not  ahrink  from  duty.     Sir,  it  is  not,  as  might  be 
presumed  firom  the  manner  in  which  the  reference  to  a 
select  committee,  or  to  the  Committee  on  the  Territo- 
ries, has  been  regarded  by  the  gentlemen  who  have  ad- 
vocated these  propositions,  that  the  message  of  the  Pres- 
i'dent,  with  the  documents  attached  to  it,  embraced  the 
question,  merely,  whether  the  Territory  of  Michigan 
could  be  admitted  into  the  Union  or  not;  but  the  whole 
of  the  unfortunate  dispute  in  relation  to  the  northern 
boundary  of  Ohio  is  opened  for  consideration.  The  con- 
stitution of  Michigan,  which  has  been  laid  upon  our 
tables,  is  predicated  upon  the  hypothesis  that  the  boun- 
dary between  her  and  Ohio  is  established.     And  she  in- 
sists, in  the  ordinance,  by  her  convention,  that  her  terri- 
torial limits  are  irrevocably  determined.     By  these  acts, 
sir,  a  valuable  part  of  Ohio  is  taken  from  her  jurisdiction, 
and,  under  the  pretence  of  claiming  admission  into  the 
Union,  an  attempt  is  made  by  the  same  movement  to  se- 
cure a  recognition,  if  not  the  establishment  of  a  bounda- 
ry, that  Ohio  never  will  admit,  if  she  is  true  to  herself. 
If  the  question  was  one  of  admission  as  a  State  only, 
which  could  be  examined  and  decided  without  reference 
to  the  rights  of  other  members  of  the  Union,  1  should, 
perhaps,  have  no  objection  to  the  reference  asked  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia;  but  when  1  am 
assured  that  the  boundaries  of  three  States  are  to  be 
changed  without  their  consent,  and,  sir,  against  their  ex- 
press protestations,  I  wish  to  inform  the  House  that  the 
subject  assumes  a  eraver  character  than  it  would  seem 
many  have  attached  to  it. 

Dis^ise  the  matter  as  we  will,  the  decision  of  any 
committee  to  whom  it  will  be  referred  must  be  upon 
the  merits  of  the  whole  question;  and  it  is  not  the  least 
important  consideration,  that,  as  legal  rights  are  claimed 
to  be  involved,  they  should  be  subjected  to  the  scru- 
tiny of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  whose  appro- 
priate function  is  to  give  construction  to  the  laws  of  the 
Union,  preparatory  to  the  action  of  the  House.    It  is  as- 
serted by  Michigan,  in  her  memorials  and  publications, 
and  we  have  been  favored  with  not  a  few,  whether  offi- 
cial or  otherwise  it  is  not  for  me  to  say,  that  her  cUim  to 
admission  into  the  Union  depends  upon  the  ordinance  of 
1787,  and  the  law  of  1805:  to  these  she  has  referred  as 
the  foundation  of  her  right,  and  by  them  she  must  be 
judged.    Now,  sir,  upon  so  important,  so  responsible 
and  delicate  a  matter  as  the  increase  of  our  Federal 
Union,  depending  not  upon  questions  of  policy  or  ex- 
pediency, but  the  simple  claim  of  mere  right,  i  would 
ask,  what  committee  is  so  appropriate  as  that  of  the  Ju- 
diciary?   An  ordinance  of  Con^^ess,  under  which  three 
States  have  already  been  organized,  and  which,  if  I  can 
confide  in  the  periodicals  of  the  day,  has  been  pronoun- 
ced, by  high  authority  on  this  floor,  as  conferring  upon 
'     Hicbigan  a  right  as  sacredly  vested  '<  as  any  compact 
ever  ratified  in  heaven"— an  ordinance,  sir,  the  wisdom 
of  whose  provisions  has  been  felt  and  acknowledged 
througbout  our  whole  western  vallev — upon  the  faith  of 
which  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  have  long  confided; 
tnd  if  it  is  now  to  receive  a  construction  where  they  are 
interested,  they  ask  that  the  same  measure  of  justice 
^     ibould  be  meted  to  them  as  is  extended  to  the  humblest 
individual  in  the  Union. 
Sir,  upon  every  question  whete  the  citizen  appeals  to 
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Congress,  claiming  indemnity  for  the  consequence  of  any 
act  which  has  been  remotely  caused  by  or  depends  upon 
a  law  of  the  land,  his  memorial  is  always  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary;  they,  sir,  have  the  appro- 
priate control  on  all  such  questions,  from  the  very  nature 
of  their  organization.  Selected  for  their  legal  acquire- 
ments and  general  knowledge  of  the  interests  of  the  Gov- 
ernment as  well  as  the  rights  of  the  citizen,  taken  from 
all  portions  of  the  country,  and  not  knowing  in  advance 
what  will  be  submitted  to  them,  they  can  enter  upon 
their  duties  with  impartiality  and  without  feeling.  Not, 
sir,  that  I  would  detract  at  all  from  the  ability  of  any 
special  committee  which  might  be  appointed,  nor  distrust 
their  candor,  intelligence,  or  integrity;  but  I  should  feel 
that  I  had  not  done  my  duty,  if  I  did  not  urge  the  refer- 
ence to  the  committee  designated  b)r  my  colleague. 

Sir,  I  have  said  the  humblest  individual  is  protected  by 
that  committee;  and  I  ask  for  Ohio  no  other  right  than 
he,  in  hia  relative  situation,  could  properly  assert.  We 
do  not  wish,  sir,  to  vaunt;  it  is  not  for  a  State  like  ours, 
l^eat  and  populous  as  she  is,  to  arrogate  any  superior 
right,  or  ask  any  extraordinary  interference.  We  place 
ourselves  on  a  level  with  all  our  sister  Slates;  and,  while 
claiming  for  ourselves  no  more  than  they  honorably 
could,  we  shall  insist  upon  all  that  is  Justly  secured  to  us. 
It  has  been  said  that  the  powerful  were  waging  war  with 
the  weak,  and  on  this  floor  a  picture  has  been  drawn 
not  very  flattering  to  the  dignity  or  the  honor  of  our 
State.  As  I  have  already  said,  this  is  not  the  time  to  de- 
fend ourselves  against  such  insinuations,  or  repel  such 
charges:  when  the  proper  period  shall  arrive,  I  trust 
that  the  Representatives  of  Ohio  will  be  prepared  to  si- 
lence every  unnneaning  sarcasm,  and  throw  back  every 
imputation,  come  from  where  it  will,  and  when  it  will. 

It  is  urged  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia^ 
that  it  has  been  the  usual  course  to  refer  all  such  memo- 
rials to  select  committees;  and  he  instancea  the  cases  of 
Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois.  Now,  sir,  there  is  a  manifest 
distinction  between  tliese  cases  and  that  of  Michigan.  In 
those,  a  convention  had  been  already  held  under  the  act  of 
Congress;  and  when  the  constitutions  they  offered  for  ap- 
proval were  submitted  to  a  select  committee,  it  was  only 
to  ascertain  whether,  under  the  ordinance  of  1787,  they 
were  republican  in  their  character.  All  previous  steps 
had  been  provided  for  by  the  laws  authorizing  the  con- 
vention to  be  held.  But  Michigan  comes  before  us  de- 
manding admittance,  without  previous  consultation,  and 
without  asking  our  consent.  She  has  formed  her  con- 
stitution, established  her  Government,  and  proclaimed  it 
as  already  in  full  force.  Not  merely  the  question  of  the 
character  of  the  constitution,  but  the  right  to  admission^ 
are  involved.  The  gentleman  has  said  that  he  supposes 
the  preparatory  steps  to  the  passage  of  the  several  laws 
authorizing  conventiona  to  be  held  in  Indiana,  Illinois^ 
Mississippi,  and  Alabama,  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Territories;  but  it  would  seem  that  could  not 
be  the  case,  as  all  these  States  were  admitted  previous 
to  1825,  and  there  wss  nu  standing  Committee  on  the 
Territories  until  that  year.  But,  sir,  be  the  fact  as  is 
contended  for,  the  present  is  an  extraordinary,  case,  full 
of  delicacy  and  reqsoosibilily;  and  we  who  are  deeply 
involved  in  the  controversy  would  again  repeat,  let  us 
have  the  opinion  of  our  legal  advisers. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland  supports 
his  motion  for  a  reference  to  the  Territorial  Committee 
on  the  ground  that  the  organization  of  that  body  em- 
braces, most  appropriately,  the  matters  asked  to  be  re- 
ferred. The  language  of  the  70th  rule  of  the  House  is, 
thst  **  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  the  Ter- 
ritories to  examine  into  their  legislative,  civil,  and 
criminal  proceedings,  and  to  devise  and  report  to  the 
House  such  mHM  as,  in  their  opinion,  may  be  necessary 
to  secure  the  rights  and  privileges  of  residents  and  noa« 
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resiilents."  And,  sir,  wilh  what  propriety  can  the  in- 
terests of  a  State  be  referred  to  a  Committee  on  tlie 
Terriloriea,  whose  only  power  *it  is  to  auperrise  tlieir 
acts,  regulate  by  law  their  internal  police,  and  protect 
the  intercsta  of  their  inhabitantsf 

But,  sir,  we  do  not  consider  that  the  Territory  of 
Micliigan  is  a  party  to  this  controversy,  so  far  as  Ohio 
has  a  right  to  be  regarded  in  the  issue.  We  insist  it  is 
a  question  between  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  and  the  State  whose  interests  are  confided  to 
our  care.  We  hold  that  Government  as  responsible  for 
all  the  acts  ol  her  Territorieg,  while  they  are  under  her 
control,  and  while  she  has  the  power  to  regulate  their 
proceedings.  And,  sir,  if  it  thall  ever  become  necessary 
to  fpeak  out  on  this  point,  in  plainer  language,  I  shall 
not  hesitate  to  state  my  own  convictions.  Yes,  sir,  if 
mnv  pcraon  in  any  part  of  thk  Government  shall  be  found 
to  have  interfered  with  the  interests  of  Ohio,  and  exert- 
cd  his  influence  to  her  prejudice,  I  have  no  doubt  the 
Legidature  of  our  State  wdl  regard  the  subject  as  be- 
comes her  dignity  and  her  honor;  and,  as  one  of  her 
Kepresentatives  on  this  floor,  I  shall  not  shrink  from 
urging  the  investigation. 

1  wouU  ask,  sir,  before  1  conclude,  if  it  has  been  fully 
understood  by  the  House  that  Michigan  already  con- 
aiders  herself  in  the  Union,  though  she  is  asking,  it  is 
sud,  to  be  admitted?  She  has  her  constitution,  her 
Governor,  and  her  whole  State  organization  within  the 
Territory,  where  similar  oflicers  are  now  acting  under 
the  laws  of  the  United  States.  This,  sir,  is  an  **  i/ft- 
perium  in  imperio" — a  State  within  a  Territory — inde- 
pendent, as  she  claims,  and  yet  appljring  for  the  privilege 
of  a  sister  republic.  1  siiould  hail,  sir,  her  admission  into 
this  glorious  Union,  when  under  the  sanction  of  the 
law  she  makes  her  appeal;  but  if  she  can  by  this  in- 
direct mode  become  a  Stale,  I  would  ask,  what  can 
prevent  her  withdrawal  from  the  Union  whenever  she 
might  deem  it  expedient?  If  she  can  come  into  the 
Union  without  the  previous  action  of  Congress,  the  result 
is  clear,  there  is  no  constitutional  tie  to  bind  her  to  the 
republic. 

To  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  1  would  say  that  he 
must  not  be  surprised  at  the  warmth  of  my  appeal.  He 
can  appreciate  the  motives  which  govern  me.  His 
attachment  to  his  ancient  State  cannot  be  stronger  than 
mine  to  that  of  which  I  am  proud.  I  would  assure  the 
gentleman  that  Ohio,  and  her  sister  Slate,  Kentucky, 
atill  claim  the  old  Commonwealth  as  their  common 
mother;  and  well  may  the  parent  be  proud  of  her 
children. 

Mr.  LANE  also  advocated  tlie  motion  to  refer  the 
aubieet  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  in  opposition 
to  the  former  practice  of  the  House,  which  he  contend- 
ed had  never  had  a  cause  similar  to  the  one  at  present 
under  consideration. 

ELECTION  OF  CHAPLAIN. 

Mr.  THOMSON,  of  Ohio,  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  fact  that  the  hour  had  arrived  assigned  fur 
the  election  of  a  chaplain. 

The  House  proceeded  to  execute  the  order.  Several 
nominations  were  made,  and,  afler  three  unsuccessful 
ballotings,  the  fourth  stood  as  follows: 


For  Mr.  Stockton, 
Mr.  Comstock, 
Scattering,     - 


96 
83 
10 


So  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stocktov  was  declared  to  be  duly 
elected. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL,  by  leave  of  the  House,  submit- 
ted a  motion,  that  when  the  House  adjourns,  it  adjourn 
to  meet  on  Monday;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


MOITDAT,  DSCEXBKB  28. 

CONSTITUTION  OF  MICHIGAN. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  me^^saf  e 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  tranaroittirtfr  i 
copy  of  the  constitution  and  other  documents  orig^c^* 
ting  with  a  convention  in  the  Territory  of  llichig^n,  «.*. 
a  view  to  the  formation  of  a  Suite  Government  cut  a 
said  Territory. 

The  c|ue8tion  pending  being  that  of  reference,  mm^ 
tion  having  been  made  to  refer  the  su*>ject  to  the  Cc^- 
mittee  on  the  Territoties,  and  also  a  motion  to  refer  i. 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary — 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North 'Carolina,  said  he  wodd 
avail  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  say  m  few  vords  m 
this  subject.  He  believed  this  to  be  an  entirely  aew 
question.  Tlie  House  had  never,  on  any  former  occv 
sion,  entertained  one  precisely  similar  to  this.  Tk 
general  rule,  he  understood,  was,  that  when  a  subject  is 
proposed,  although  in  some  respects  it  maj  be  nrr. 
yet,  if  it  be  referrible  to  the  proper  scope  of  duty  m 
any  of  ihe  standing  committet*s,  it  6ughl  to  be  referred 
to  said  committee.  This  he  took  to  be  the  general  mk 
of  this  House;  and  it  struck  him  that  this  subjecl  oo^bt 
to  go  to  some  one  or  other  of  the  standings  conouttecs. 
It  seemed  to  be  a  question  whether  this  subje^  ought 
to  go  to  the  Committee  on  the  Territories  or  to  the  Cun> 
mittee  on  the  Judiciary.  He  thought  it  ought  to  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  Tbisqik.9- 
tion,  in  relation  to  the  boundary  of  Michigan,  iiad  hert- 
tofore  been  submitted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Terr- 
tories,  and  that  committee,  after  an  investigation  ofsaiut 
days,  would  not  take  upon  themselves  the  decision  q(\\ 
because  they  considered  it  a  judicial  matter;  and  if  u 
was  a  judicial  matter  then,  it  is  certainly  a  judicial  matter 
now.  Whenever  a  question  involving  any  point  of  b« 
is  to  be  examined,  it  is  referred  to  the  Committee  on  tlie 
Judiciary.  There  are  involved  in  this  question  rart<jua 
points  of  law. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  J.  Y.  Masos]  saiJ 
that  all  precedents  were  in  favor  of  a  select  commtttct. 
He  asked  the  gentleman  where  there  was  an  insunce 
precisely  analogous  to  the  present  one?  He  knev  vi 
none.  If,  then,  it  be  conceded  that  the  Judicial  Com- 
mittee is  the  correct  one  to  determine  all  matters  of  Uv, 
it  certainly  is  the  committee  to  which  this  subject  sbouM 
be  appropriately  referred. 

Mr.  JOHN  Y.  MASON  said,  as  there  seemed  to  be 
some  confusion  of  the  question  under  consideration,  he 
would  withdraw  his  motion  to  refer  to  a  select  commit- 
tee. He  said,  in  the  cases -heretofore  of  the  admissioii 
of  new  States,  there  had  been  a  law  passed  authorizuig 
the  people  to  meet  in  convention  and  form  a  constitution. 
At  present,  Michigan  has  established  a  constitution,  and 
she  claims  it  as  her  right  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union. 
He  remembered  that  the  Committee  on  the  Territories 
had,  at  a  former  session,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the 
people  to  do  the  very  thing  they  have  now  done;  but  it 
was  not  considered.  The  subject  now  to  be  investigatrd 
is  this:  Is  Michigan  entitled  to  be  admitted  as  m  State  into 
the  Union?  He  said  the  boundary  question  had  already 
been  referred  to  an  able  committee,  and  that  be  bopetl 
the  merits  of  the  question,  when  they  came  to  be  dis- 
cussed, would  be  met  in  a  spirit  of  liberality  and  justice. 
In  his  mind,  the  judicial  question  could  hardly  be  settled 
by  this  House.  Michigan  asks,  as  one  of  the  States,  to 
be  admitted  into  the  Union.  That  is  the  question.  The 
boundary  question  ought  to  be  kept  separate  and  dis- 
tinct. He  was  disposed  to  decide  the  question  fairly 
and  impartially.  His  impression  was  that  the  message 
ought  to  go  to  the  Committee  on  the  Territories. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  said  he  was  much  grati- 
(led  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Masok]  liad 
withdrawn  his  motion  to  refer  the  PrcsideiU's  message, 
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r»  d  the  copy  of  the  constitution  adopted  by  the  people 
f  Michigan  for  forming  a  State  GoTernment,  to  a  seleet 
orvimittee;  and  as  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr. 
LoinrABD]  had  suggested  to  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Haxbh,] 
'^a.t  the  question  might  first  be  taken  on  referring  the 
Lstajects  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  by  moving 
>  amend  his  [Mr.  Howard's]  motion,  by  striking  out 
•  Territories"  and  inserting  "Judiciary,"  he  would,  if 
.is  colleague  was  in  his  seat,  request  him  to  move  the 
.cviendroent,  instead  of  relying  on  his  motion  to  refer  it 
o  the  Judiciary  Committee,  which  would  be  the  second 
raotion  in  order.  He  expressed  the  hope  that,  if  the 
l^«t«atlon  was  taken  first  on  the  motion  to  refer  to  the 
i^oinmittee  on  the  Territories,  it  wduld  be  negatived,  as 
ie  believed  the  Judiciary  was  the  proper  committee  to 
n  vestigate  the  aubjeet. 

He  regretted  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
%M  AS  OH,]  in  rising  to  correct  errors  in  others,  should  have 
r«i lien  into  them  himself.  He  had  stated  to  the  House  the 
:)tt«stion  of  boundary  was  only  incidental,  and  ought  not 
tx»  affect  the  main  Question,  which  was,  as  the  gentleman 
stated,  «•  shall  Michigan  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as 
ones  of  the  confederacy?" 

The  ouestton  of  boundary,  Mr.  W.  contended,  was  so 
intimately  connected  with  the  admission  of  Michigan, that 
i  t    could  not  be  separated  without  violating  the  righU  of 
three   States.      To  ascertain  what   territory  Michigan 
claims,  it  is  necessary  to  examine  several  documents;  and 
it  can  be  most  satisfactorily  demonstrated  by  them,  that 
Michigan  claims  not  only  the  land  west  of  the  Miami 
bay,  between  the  lines  run  by  Harris  and  Fulton,  but  a 
inuch  larger  extent  of  territory  in  the  northeast  part  of 
Ohio,  a  part  of  which  waa  within  the  district  he  repre- 
sented, and  a  part  of  it  in  the  district  represented  by  his 
colleague,  [Mr.  Sloakb.] 

The  boundarica  of  the  proposed  State  are  declared  by 
the  convention  to  be  established  by  the  act  of  Congress 
of  the  11th  January,  1805,  in  conformity  tothefif\h  art:- 
cle  of  the  ordinance  providing  for  the  government  of  the 
Territory  of  the  United  States  northwest  ofthe  river  Ohio. 
The  fifth  article  of  said  ordinance,  so  far  as  the  bound- 
ary is  concerned,  is  as  follows:  '*  There  sliall  be  formed 
in  said  Territory  (the  Northwestern  Territory)  not  less 
than  three  nor  more  than  five  States;  and  the  bounda- 
ries of  the  States,  as  soon  as  Virginis  shall  alter  her  act 
of  cenion  and  consent  to  the  same,  shall  become  fixed 
and  established  as  follows,  to  wit:  The  western  State  in 
the  said  Territory  shall  be  bounded  b^'the  Minissippi,  the 
Ohio,  and  Wabash  rivers,  a  direct  line  drawn  from  the 
Wabash  and  Port  Vincents,  due  north,  to  the  territorial 
line  between  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  by  the 
Said  territorial  line  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  and  Mis- 
sissippi. 

«*The  middle  Slate  shall  be  bounded  by  the  said  di- 
rect line,  the  Wabash,  from  Port  Vincents  to  the  Ohio, 
by  the  Ohio  by  a  direct  line  drawn  due  north  from  the 
mouth  of  Great  Miami  to  the  said  territorial  line,  and  by 
the  said  territorial  line.  The  eastern  State  (which  is 
now  Ohio)  shall  be  bounded  by  the  last-mentioned  direct 
line,  the  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  said  territorial  line: 
Provided,  however,  and  it  is  further  understood  and  de- 
clared, that  the  boundaries  of  these  three  States  shall  be 
subiect  so  far  to  be  altered,  that  if  Congress  hereaAer 
find  it  expedient,  they  shall  have  authority  to  form  one 
in  two  States  in  that  part  of  said  Territory  which  lies 
north  of  an  east  and  west  line  drawn  through  the  south- 
erly bend  or  extreme  of  Lake  Michigan." 

This  ordinance  waa  adopted  on  the  13th  of  Ju]y,1787( 
and  at  that  time  it  was  supposed,  as  evidenced  by  all  the 
maps  then  extant,  that  the  southerly  bend  or  extreme  of 
Lake  Michigan  was  so  far  north  that  a  line  drawn  due 
east  would  strike  the  lake,or  the  territorial  line,  far  north 
of  the  most  northerly  cape  of  the  Miami  bay.     It  has 


been  said,  here  and  elsewhere,  that  this  ordinance  "is  as 
unalterable  as  the  decrees  of  Heaven." 

T1)e  Territory  of  Michigan  is  bounded,  by  the  act  of 
January  11,  1805,  as  follows:  «  All  that  part  of  the  In- 
diana Territory  which  lies  north  of  a  line  drawn  cant  from 
the  southerly  bend  or  extreme  of  Like  Michigan,  until 
it  shall  intersect  Lake  Erie,  and  east  of  a  line  drawn 
from  the  said  southerly  bend,  through  the  middle  of  said 
lake,  to  its  northern  extremity,  and  thence  due  north  to 
the  northern  boundary  of  the  United  States." 

This  ordinance  and  the  act  ofthe  11th  of  January, 
1805,  as  the  southern  bend  or  extremity  of  Lake  Michi- 
gan is  now  ascertained  to  be  situate,  conflict  with  the 
title  of  the  Connecticut  Western  Reserve;  and  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  ordinance,  and  the  several  cessions  and 
sets  connected  with  the  question  of  boundary,  involve 
important  if  not  intricate  questions  of  Uw,  which  can 
best  be  decided  by  the  Judiciary  Committer. 

It  is  known  to  every  member  of  the  House,  that  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  under  the  charter  of  Charles  II., 
claimed  to  have  a  title  to  all  the  land  which  lay  west  of 
the  Narragansett  buy,  south  of  Massachusetts,  and  north 
of  the  forty-first  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  extending 
west  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  or  South  Sea.  She  contended 
with  the  colony  of  New  York  for  that  part  of  her  terri- 
tory which  was  embraced  within  the  degrees  of  latitude 
by  which  she  was  bounded.  This  dispute  was  settled  in 
the  year  1733.  She  contended  with  Pennsylvania  fur  a 
part  of  the  territory  embraced  within  her  limits,  which 
was  decided  by  the  federal  court  at  Trenton. 

The  extensive  tracts  of  western  land  engaged  the 
early  attention  of  those  States  whose  charters  did  not 
embrace  any  portion  of  that  region,  and  they  required, 
inasmuch  as  these  Unds  were  uninhabited,  and  had  been 
conquered  in  the  common  cause,  that  they  be  surrender- 
ed for  the  common  benefit  of  all  the  States.  The  State 
of  Connecticut  was  one  of  the  States  to  cede  a  portion 
of  her  western  territory. 

The  act  authorising  the  cession  by  her  delegates  in 
Congress,  or  any  two  of  them,  bears  date  the  14th  of 
September,  1786,  and  authorized  the  conveyance  of  all 
the  right,  title,  interest,  jurisdiction,  and  claim,  of  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  to  certain  western  lands,  begin- 
ning at  the  completion  of  the  forty-firsit  degree  north 
latitude,  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  west  of  the 
western  boundary  line  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania, as  then  claimed  by  said  Commonwealth,  and 
from  thence  by  a  line  drawn  north,  parallel  to  and  one 
hundred  and  twenty  miles  west  of  the  yaid  west  line  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  to  continue  noith  until  it  comes  to 
forty-two  degrees  and  two  minutes  noKh  latitude.  The 
State  of  Connecticut  claimed  all  the  land  west  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  north  of  the  forty-first  degree  of 
north  latitude,  and  south  of  latitude  forty-two  degreea 
two  minutes.  It  will  be  perceived  by  the  cession,  that 
she  reserved  a  tract  of  land  lying  between  the  degreea 
of  latitude  mentioned,  and  extending  west  from  the 
Pennsylvania  line  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles.  If  the 
boundaries  of  Michigan,  aa  they  are  given  in  her  consti- 
tution,  based  on  the  ordinance  of  1787,  be  established, 
then  a  part  of  the  counties  of  Cuyahoga,  Geauga,  and 
Ashtabula,  will  be  included  within  the  State  of  Michigan. 
The  number  of  citizens  which  must  be  affected  by  this 
decision  is  from  twenty  to  thirty  thousand.  It  is  strictly 
a  leg^I  quCHtinn,  whether  the  Stste  of  Connecticut,  be- 
ing a  party  to  the  ordinance  of  1737,  waived  or  abandon- 
ed any  portion  of  the  reservation  in  her  deed  of  cession 
in  1786.  This  question  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
is  competent  to  decide {  but  the  Committee  on  the  Ter- 
ritories, not  necessarily  being  composed  of  gentlemen  of 
legal  attainments,  is  not  supposed  to  be  competent  to 
decide  intricate  law  questions  arising  from  deeds  of 
cession,  ordinances,  and  laws. 


2087 


GALES  8l  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


f088 


H.  or  R.] 


CottMiUuiien  of  Michigan* 


[Dse.  28,  I83i 


In  aceeptinf^  thi«  cemon  Froin  the  United  Statet,  thejr 
did  not  confirm  the  title  in  the  State  of  Connecticut  in 
that  part  which  ahe  reierred.    She  had  lold  it  to  a  oom- 
pany;  but  doubts  existing  whether  her  title  under  the 
charter  of  Charles  the  Second  to  the  land  lying  vest  oF 
the  east  line  of  New  York  waa  ralid.  Congress,  by  an 
act,  approved  on  the  38th  of  April,  1600,  ^ed  to  the 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  all  the>land  within 
the  Connecticut  Reserve,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  all 
persons  holding  and  claiming  under  the  State  of  Coii« 
necticut,  on  condition  that  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
within  eight  months,  released  all  her  right  to  all  other 
lands  lying  westward,  northwestward,  and  southwest- 
ward,  of  the  eastern  line  of  New  York,  and  on  the  further 
condition   that  said   State  relessed,  within  said  eight 
months,  all  judicial  title  to  the  said  Connecticut  West- 
ern Reserve.      The  conditions  were  complied  with  by 
the  State  of  Connecticut,  by  a  deed  of  cession  executed 
on  the  30th  of  May,  1800. 

Michigsn  claims  under  the  ordinance  of  1787,  and  the 
act  of  Congress  of  January  11th,  1805. 

The  State  of  Ohio,  as  to  the  Reserve  mentioned, 
claims  under  the  cession  of  the  State  of  Connecticut 
of  1786. 

If  Michican  shall  contend  that  the  State  of  Connecti- 
cut abandoned  or  waived  her  right  by  assenting  to  the 
ordinance,  the  State  of  Ohio  will  reply  that  the  title  to 
the  State  of  Connecticut  was  aflirmed  by  the  United 
States  in  the  act  of  April  S8th,  1800. 

The  Connecticut  Western  fiieserve  has  been  supposed 
to  form  a  part  of  the  eastern  State,  according  to  the  di- 
vision of  the  Northwestern  Territory  prescribed  by  the 
ordinance;  but  if  the  ordinance  abrogated  the  reserva- 
tion of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  aid  is  unaltered,  as 
contended  by  Governor  Cass,  in  his  letter  of  the  1st  of 
November,  1817,  and  as  has  been  said  here,  then  all  that 
lies  north  of  a  due  east  line,  drawn  through  the  south- 
ern extremity  of  Lake  Michigan,  is  not  within  the  Juris- 
diction of  the  State  of  Ohio,  but  within  the  present  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan,  and  will,  if  the  constitution  be  ac- 
cepted, be  a  part  of  the  new  State. 

He  was  unwilling  to  submit  so  many  importsnt  l«g*l 
questions,  involving  as  they  did  the  political  rights  of  a 
large  portion  of  his  constituents,  to  any  committee  not 
qualified  by  legal  learning  to  decide  them. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Howard]  had 
exhorted  the  House  to  view  the  subjects  calmly  and  dis- 
passiooslely,  in  which  he  (Mr.  W.)  roost  cordially  con- 
curred* 

Mr.  COR  WIN,  of  Ohio,  rose  and  said:  It  was  not  hit 
intention,  at  the  opening  of  this  discussion,  to  protract 
the  debate  a  moment;  but  he  was  compelled,  by  a  sense 
of  imperative  duty,  to  ask  the  attention  cif  the  House, 
for  a  tew  moments,  to  a  view  of  this  subject  presented 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Masom]  who 
had  just  taken  his  seat.  He  had  also  a  word  to  say 
(if  he  had  rightly  understood  him)  to  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Wxu.iaiis.1 

The  gentlemen,  said  Mr.  C,  seemed  both  to  consider 
the  question  of  boundary  between  Ohio  and  the  propo- 
sed State  of  Michigan  as  a  judicial  c}ue8tion.  It  is  very 
clear  that,  if  this  be  a  judicial  question  purely,  it  will  be 
difilcuU  to  establish  the  right  of  this  House  to  adjudge 
and  determine  it.  It  is  of  great  importance,  Mr.  Spesk- 
er,  that  we  should  understand  well,  before  we  act, 
whether  we  are  acting  within  the  scope  of  our  acknowl- 
edged constitutional  powers.  If  there  be  a  doubt, 
therefore,  whether  this  question  of  boundary,  or  any 
other  which  may  belong  to  the  main  proposition,  (the 
admission  of  the  new  State,)  be  a  queation  proper  to  be 
decided  here,  or  referred  to  the  judicial  department, 
thst  doubt  should  be  sufficient  to  send  the  wdole  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee^tltat  committee  being,  both  by  the 


lav  of  this  Hooae  and  iU  practice,  our  legal 
tutional  advisers. 

Gentlemen  will  sec  the  propriety  oT  bringviig  tbia  asb- 
jeet,  with  all  its  attendant  topics  to  the  notice  of  ili£ 
committee,  when  it  is  once  perceived  that  the  qMstier 
of  boandary  cannot  be  aeparatcd  from  the  qoeaiiaa  tf 
admission  of  the  new  Stale  into  the  Uniosi .  It  ss  iacooti»> 
vertible  that  we  have  no  power  to  alter,  aodify,^ 
amend,  the  constitution  of  Michigan.  Thia  cm  oni^  be 
done  by  a  convention  of  the  people  of  that  Terntorr 
They  have  sent  us  an  entire  inatrument,  under  vhaei 
they  propoaed  to  become  one  of  the  American  coolede' 
racy.  We  most  therefore  admit  them  with  ttie  conat  iii- 
tion  of  their  choice,  as  it  is  here  presented,  or  we  meg. 
reject  them,  if  there  be  any  thing  in  that  cooslitBtias 
which  compels  us  to  that  course.  If  f^entlemen  w£ 
turn  to  the  constitution  of  Michigan,  it  will  be  aeen  tkn 
it  ordains  aa  well  the  boundariea  of  the  proposed  Suce 
as  the  rights,  civil  and  political,  of  iU  iwbabitawa 
They  propoae  to  become  a  portion  of  the  Union»  io  tbe 
new  character  of  a  sovereign  State,  with  territorial  fin- 
iU  which  comprehend  a  large  and  moat  intercstiag  per- 
tion  of  two  other  sovereign  SUtes,  to  wit:  Indisaa  aad 
Ohio.  Thia  is  determined  by  a  glance  at  the  sssps  of 
the  country.  The  committee,  then,  which  dhJi  be 
charged  with  the  invealigation  of  this  aubjeet,  nut 
either  leave  that  part  of  the  constitution  of  Slichifta. 
which  ordaina  the  boundaries  of  the  State,  out  of  viev 
altogether,  and  admit  them  to  come  into  the  Umos. 
claiming,  if  you  please,  to  impoee  her  form  of  govefa* 
ment  on  all  the  people  and  over  all  the  territoiy  of  Ohio  | 
and  Indiana,  or  they  must  decide  whether  that  portiaa 
of  disputed  territory,  comprehended  within  the  limits  d 
the  new  SUte,  belongs  in  truth  and  by  law  to  Michigaa, 


or  to  Ohio  and  Indiana,  according  to  their  known 
respectively. 

Will  any  committee,  or  will  thia  Houae,  admit  a  Stale 
into  this  Union  without  ascertaining  iU  territorial  jorii- 
diction?  Or  will  they,  if  it  can  be  avoided,  admit  a  Stale 
into  this  family  of  republics,  with  a  licenae  to  aae  one  «r 
two  of  her  sisters?  When  she  comes  and  knocks  at  your 
door,  asking  permission  to  come  into  your  house,  that 
she  may  thereby  more  easily  fight  for  and  dispossess  twa 
of  its  old  inmates  of  a  portion  of  their  property,  will  yoa 
take  her  by  the  hand  and  apirit  her  on  to  litigation,  or 
more  probably  to  a  contest  of  force?  Sir,  I  am  veiy 
sure  no  such  Iktuity  will  ever  posaeas  this  House;  It  ii 
certain  tlmt  no  such  necessity  is  imposed  on  us.  What, 
then,  will  your  committee  do?  They  will  examine  aad 
determine  whether  the  constitution  of  Michigan  is  con- 
sistent with  the  rights  of  Indiana  and  Ohio. 

1  ask  the  gentlemen,  not  merely  of  the  legal  proiies- 
sion,  but  those  of  every  class  in  this  House,  to  wboss 
they  would  apply  for  an  opinion  on  auch  a  aubjeet,  were 
they  personally  intereated?  Michinn  daims  to  extend 
her  constitution  over  the  citizens  of  other  States^  as  nor 
constituted,  by  virtue  of  a  supposed  compact,  to  thst 
effect,  in  the  ordinance  of  1787.  How  ia  the  force  of 
that  claim,  to  be  ascertained?  Who  shall  my  whether  a 
particular  clause  in  that  ordinance  rises  above  the 
changeable  and  repealable  character  of  ordinary  legish- 
tion,  and  assumes  the  more  mcred  and  inviolable  nature 
of  a  contract?  No  man,  however  elevated  his  genersl 
attainments,  can  be  found  vain  enough  to  imagine  him- 
self competent  to  ^ve  an  intelligent  and  safe  anawer  to 
the  question  here  involved,  unless  he  be  to  some  extent 
conversant  with  law  as  a  science.  Again,  Mr:  The  or- 
dinance under  which  Michigan  claims  is  but  a  law  of 
Congress.  Ohio  and  Indiana  both  claim  under  acts  of 
Congress  and  compacts  nude  with  them  as^  States.  If 
these  conflict,  who  is  competent  to  determine  which  it 
paramount  to  the  other?  To  what  committee,  in  abort, 
does  this  Houye  refer  questions  of  law?    The  answer 
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ven  in  erery  other  case  to  this  quMtion  has  been  uni- 
►rm — ••the  ittndlng^  Comniittee  on  the  Judiciary.** 
entlemen  who  look  only  to  the  iiolated  fact  of  admit- 
on  into  the  Union  will  find  that  they  can  no  more  arrive 
:  that  point,  without  first  meeting  and  deciding  all  the 
rave  queationa  of  law  I  hare  auggeated,  than  they  could 
'anafer  tbemaelvei  from  thia  hall  to  the  northern  Ukea, 
rithout  fMuaing  over  the  intermediate  apace. 

I  hop«  gentlemen  win  not  deem  it  beneath  the  dignity 
r   thia  House  to  consult  in  this  matter  a  IKtle  the  feei- 
ngB  and  yiewa  of  both  partiea  to  this  question  of  bound- 
rjr.    ^  With  them  it  has  alwaya  been  viewed  aa  mainly  a 
question  to  be  reaoWed  by  a  right  construction  of  the 
icts  and  laws  of  Congress.    It  has  thus  been  contested 
Ml   both  sidea    You  are  appealed  to  aa  a  final  arbiter. 
rhey  will  expect  you  to  call  to  your  aid  that  committee 
to  whom  the  nation  look  for  correct  opinions  when  con- 
struction of  law  is  the  question.     Who  has  ever  heard, 
till  now,  of  submitting  a  legal  proposition  to  the  Com- 
nnittee  on  the  Territories^    Sir,  I  disclaim  all  idea  of 
drawing  comparisons  between  the  individuals  composing 
^^}   V  ^^  ^^^^  committees.     I  only  insist  that  the  lawa 
of  the  House  have  aasigned  to  each  their  appropriate 
function,  and  the  Speaker  ia  presumed  to  have  arranged 
the  talent  of  the  House  in  reference  to  those  lawa     For 
the  people  of  my  own  State  I  only  ask  a  &ir  trial,  and  in 
the  usual  way.     Give  them  theae,  and  thoae  fearful  ex- 
citemcnts,  of  which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  baa 
apokcn,  will  be  at  once  aubdoed  into  acquiescence  in 
the  decision,  whetlier  friendly  or  adverae  to  their  claima. 
But  ahould  thia  House,  to  whom  the  appeal,  in  a  gen- 
eroua  confidence,  haa  been  made,  blunder  in  the  dark 
upon  a  wrong  and  unuaual  course,  and  ultimately  decide 
apinst  them,  we  may  then  look  for  agitationa,  accompv 
nied  with  more  frightful  violence  than  the  gentleman  has 
imagined. 

1  flatter  myself  that  it  is  apparent  to  all,  that  now  ia 
the  moat  propitioua  time  to  aettle  thia  unhappy  contro- 
^^PJ'    I  imagine  all  will  agree  that  it  is  competent  for 
this  House  to  settle  it.    I  entreat  gentlemen  not  to  think 
of  leaving  the  question  open.    I  appeal  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  whether  he  could  take  pleasure  in 
seeing  three  sovereign  States  prostrate  before  the  judi- 
cial tribunala,  aaking  of  your  courta  to  determine  whether 
thejr  were  SUteaJ  or,  if  SUtea,  whether  they  bad  amr 
^rritory,  and  how  much!     Sir,  unbounded  as  my  confi- 
dence haa  been,  and  ia,  in  the  federal  courts,  for  their 
sakea,  as  well  as  the  country,  I  do  not  wish  to  see  quea- 
tiona which  agitate  great  political  communities  brought 
frequently  before  them  for  decision.    To  avoid  thia,  and 
to  put  forever  bejond  the  power  of  conteat  this  cause  of 
discord  and  disunion,  I  entreat  the  House  to  send  this 
subject  to  the  only  committee  competent  to  analyse  and 
present  in  a  connected  view  all  the  queationa  that  cluster 
round  it(  and,  with  such  a  report,  I  do  not  permit  myself 
to  doubt  but  the  House  will  come  to  a  concluaion  as  satia- 
factory  to»  aa  it  will  be  obligatory  upon,  all  concerned. 
Mr.  HOWARD  aaid,  underatanding  it  to  be  the  wiah 
of  the  gentlemen  from  Ohio  to  get  a  vote  on  their  mo- 
tion for  a  reference  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
he  would  not  impede  that  wiah,  though  he  should  him- 
lelf  vote  against  it.     He  hoped  it  would  be  sent  to  the 
TerritoriaiCommittee,  believing,  aa  he  did,  that  to  be 
the  proper  coorae.    The  delegation  from  Ohio  were 
tsid  to  be  unanimoua  on  this    question;   and  if  the 
House  should  consent  to  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  that  State,  [Mr.HAXsa,]  it  would  perhapa  cre- 
ate distrust  in  the  minds  of  the  people  of  Michigan. 
Besides,  Mr.  H.  contended,  this  was  not  a  judicial  quea- 
tion.    It  wai  a  question  of  expediency,  entirely  out  of 
the  consideration  of  the  Judiciary  Committee.    There 
Was  no  point  of  legality  involved  in  it.     He  should  vote 
Hm%i  that  reference{  but,  for  the  purpoae  of  accom* 


modatin^  the  jfentleroan  from  Ohio,  would,  for  the  pre- 
aent,  waiye  hia  motion  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Territoriea,  pledging  himself  to  renew  it, 
should  the  House  reject,  as  he  hoped  it  would,  the  mo- 
tion to  refer  the  subject  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS,  of  Illinois,  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolins,  again  advocated 
the  queation  before  the  House,  that  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  waa  the  only  proper  tribunal  to  which  thia 
aubject  ahould  be  sent. 

Mr.  H.  EVERBTT  hoped  that  both  questions,  that  of 
the  Ohio  boundary  line  and  the  Michigan  constitution, 
would  be  sent  to  the  same  committee;  for  the  con- 
aideration  of  the  one  question  necessarily  embraced  the 
other.  If  the  question  of  boundary  waa  the  only 
one,  he  would  have  no  objection  to  send  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Territories;  but  the  other  involved  mat- 
tera  purely  of  a  legal  character,  and  of  itself  would  go 
to  the  Judiciary  Committee .  Bein^  of  opinion  that  both 
ahould  go  to  the  same  committee,  he  ahould  vote  in  favor 
of  the  motion  then  before  the  House,  to  send  the  whole 
subject  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  this  motion,  and  de- 
cided as  follows:  Yeas  113,  nays  77: 

YsAs^Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Allen,  Ashley, 
Bailev,  Beardaley,  Bell,  Bond,  Boon,  Boyd,  Briggs, 
Bunch,  John  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carr, 
Carter,  Casey,  Chaney,  Childs,  Claiborne,  Clark,  Cleve- 
land, Coles,  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig,  Crane,  Darling- 
ton, Davis,  Deberry»  Denny,  Evana,  Everett,  Farlin, 
Foreater,  French,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  Rice  Garland,  Gra- 
ham, Granger,  Gravea,  Grayson,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hi- 
land^Hall,  Hamer,  Hammond,  Hannegan,  Hard,  Hardin, 
Harlan,  Harper,  Hazeltine,  Hiester,  Hoar,  Howell,  Hub- 
ley,  Hunt,  Huntsman,  Janea,  Jarvis,  Cave  Johnaon, 
Henry  Johnaon,  Benjamin  Jones,  Kennon,  Kitgore, 
Kinnard,  Klingenamith,  Lane,  Lansing,  Lawrence,  Lay, 
Luke  Lea,  Lincoln,  Lucas,  Samson  Mason,  Maury, 
May,  McCarty,  McKennan,  McLene,  Mercer,  Milligan, 
Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Page,  Parker,  Patterson,  Petti- 
grew,  Phillips^  Pinckney,  Reed,  Rencher,  John  Reyn- 
olds, Russell,  Wm.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Shepperd, 
Shielda,  Slade,  Sloane,  Spangler,  Standefer,  Storer, 
Taliaferro,  John  Thomaon,  W.  Thompson,  Underwood, 
Vinton.  Webster,  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  S.  WillUms, 
Wise— 113. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Anthony,  Barton,  Beale, 
Bean,  Beaumont,  Bovee,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burna, 
Cambreleng,  Chapman,  Chapin,  Coffee,  Cramer,  Cuah- 
man,  Dickerson,  Doubleday*  Dromgoole,  Efner,  Fair- 
field, Fowler,  William  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith  Jamea  Oar- 
land,  Oillet,  Glascock,  Haley,  Samuel  S,  Harriaon,  Al- 
bert G.  Harrison,  Haynes,  Henderson,  Holsey,  Hopkins, 
Howard,  Huntington,  Ingham,  Wm.  Jackson,  Jabex 
Jackaon,  Joseph  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Judson,  La- 
porte,  Lawler,  J.  Lee,  Leonard  Loyall,  Lyon,  Abijah 
Mann,  Job  Mann,  Martin,  John  Y.  Mason,  Moses  Maaon, 
McKeon,  McKim,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Owens, 
Parks,  Franklin  Pierce,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Phelps,  Joseph 
Reynolds,  Rogers,  Schenck,  Seymour,  Smith,  Sprague, 
Taylor,  Toucey,Townsy  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener^ 
Ward,  Weeka--77. 

So  the  measage  of  the  Preaident  of  the  United  Statei^ 
and  the  accompanying  documents,  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Juaiciary. 

Mr.  HOWARD  eipreased  his  hope  that  the  House 
would  then  take  up  the  motion  to  reconaider  the  refer- 
ence of  the  papera  on  the  northerq  boundary  line  of 
Ohio  to  a  aelect  committee,  and  he  moved  a  suspennon 
of  the  rules  for  that  purpose.  The  rules  were  suspend- 
ed: Ayes  124,  noes  not  counted. 
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Mr.  J.  Q.  ADAMS  inquired  what  would  be  the  effect 
if  the  motion  to  reconsider  prevailed  J 

The  CHAIR  said  it  would  place  the  subject  in  posses- 
sion of  the  House,  precisely  as  if  no  reference  had  ever 
been  nnade. 

Mr.  BOND,  of  Ohio,  said  that,  in  common  with  all  his 
colleagues,  he  felt  a  peculiar  desire  that  the  motion 
now  under  consideration  mig^ht  prevsil.  I  will  not 
(said  Mr.  B.)  attempt  to  disguise  the  fact  that  [  cherish 
a  deep  and  abiding  interest  in  the  result.  The  subject 
which  gives  rise  to  this  motion,  sir,  is  one  of  universal 
and  intense  interest  in  Ohio,  and  the  remark  made  the 
other  day  by  one  of  my  colleagues,  expressive  of  the 
unanimity  of  our  entire  delegation  in  Congress,  is  equal- 
fy  true  as  to  the  whole  population  of  our  State.  No 
matter  what  is  or  msy  have  been  the  diff*erence  of  opin- 
ion among  us,  touching  many  of  the  great  questions 
which  occasionally  excite  and  agitate  this  nation,  I  take 
leave  to  say,  sir,  that  the  people  of  Ohio,  in  relation  to 
the  subject-matter  of  the  President's  mesnage  now  un« 
der  consideration,  believing  it  to  affect  their  sovereign- 
ty, are  one  and  undivided.  It  must  therefore  be  msn- 
ifest  to  the  House,  that  a  subject  which  so  suddenly 
unites  both  sections  of  two  great  parties,  holding  gen- 
erally adverse  opinions,  must  possess  more  than  ordinary 
influence. 

[  appeal,  then,  to  you,  Mr.  speaker,  and  to  the 
House,  if,  in  disposing  of  this  motion,  great  care  should 
not  be  taken  to  impress  all  the  parties  in  interest  with 
a  conviction  that  the  utmost  fairness  and  impartiality 
have  marked  our  deliberations  and  proceedings  in  re- 
gard to  it.  If  it  should  appear  that  the  question  has 
been  prejudged,  or  committed  to  a  tribunal  any  member 
of  which  has  siready  decided  it,  it  is  absolutely  certain 
that  you  will  fail  in  reconciling  the  losing  party  to  your 
judgment,  although  its  propriety  and  justice  may  be 
■usceptible  of  easy  demonstration.  It  is  admitted  to  be 
most  desirable  to  convince  all  the  parties  in  a  contro- 
versy, that  they  stand  upon  an  equality  before  their 
triers.  If  they  believe  in  the  impartiality  of  the  tribu- 
nal, they  are  the  more  ready  to  abide  the  judgment, 
(hough  adverse  to  their  wishes.  But  if  a  contrary  im- 
pression is  created,  you  can  never  appease  those  against 
whom  you  decide,  and  thus  will  defeat  one  of  the  great 
ends  of  government. 

1  have  been  induced  to  make  these  suggestions,  Mr. 
Speaker,  because  of  the  ascertained  and  deliberate 
judgment  and  decision  of  the  distinguished  chairman  of 
the  select  committee  to  whom  this  subject  has  been  re- 
ferred. 1  beg  the  worthy  gentleman  to  pardon  me  in 
making  this  allusion  to  him.  I  assure  him  it  is  not  done 
in  any  spirit  of  unkindness,  nor  from  the  slightest  motive 
of  disrespect.  I  have  been  an  observer  of  a  part  of  the 
long  and  distinguished  public  career  of  that  gentleman, 
and  have  seen  in  it  much  to  approve,  and  nothinr  that 
would  occasion  me,  knowingly,  to  wound  his  feelings. 
T  do  not  complain,  sir,  because  the  gentleman  hss  ex- 
amined the  subject,  nor  because  he  has  made  up  and 
publicly  expressed  an  opinion  against  us.  All  this  he 
had  an  unquestionable  right  to  do,  and,  indeed,  I  be- 
Tieve  was  probably  constrained  to  examine  the  subject 
from  his  official  station  in  this  House  at  a  former  session. 
But  a  high  and  solemn  sense  of  duty  enjoins  it  on  me  to 
say  that,  having  done  these  things,  the  worthy  gentle- 
man is  not  an  impartial  trier,  and  that  it  would  be  but 
mockery  to  send  this  subject  to  him,  under  the  pretence 
of  his  now  investigating  it,  and  reporting  the  result  to 
this  House.  Sir,  we  already  knnw  his  opinions  and  his 
judgment  upon  this  matter;  and  I  assimlste  the  case  to 
that  of  a  juror  who,  having  once  sat  in  a  cause,  is  dis- 
qualified from  being  placed  on  the  venire  in  any  subse- 
quent trial  of  the  same  matter. 

Mr.  Speaker,  1  am  an  entire  stranger  to  the  opinions 


of  all  the  other  gentlemen  named  on  this  committee,    r 
am  not  sure  that  I  have  the  honor  of  an  acqitaintaiiee 
with  any  of  them,  but  hope  to  have  before  our  bcsbw 
closes.     But,  in  pressing  this  motion,  sir,  it  is  due  fna 
me  to  say  to  them  all,  as  I  have  already  said  to  tb^ 
chairman,  and   I  do  it  with  great  pleasure,  that  it  is  br 
from  my  wish  to  offer  the  committee,  coHectirely  or  H- 
dividually,  the  slightest  disrespect.     An  earnest  deer, 
as  you  will  recollect,  Mr.  Speaker,  was  felt  and  expre?> 
ed  by  myself  to  you,  in  person,  that  this   committft 
should  not  be  named  until  this  motion,  which  the  f^es 
tieman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Howard]  had  then  fpvn 
notice  he  would  make,  should  be  disposed  of.     In  th^ 
request,  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  to  whoin  I  hsfc 
alluded,  was  kind  enough  to  unite.     I  regiet,  sir,  !^ 
your  imperative  sense  of  duty  prevented  a  compta^e 
with  our  request.     No  doubt  the  Chair  was  right;  !h^ 
could  t  have  been  indulged,  I  should  hare  been  reTieied 
from  performing  this  day  what  cannot  but  be  esteened 
a  delicate  and  unpleasant  duty. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask  the  reconsideration  of  th'i 
motion  on  other  grounds,  which  I  esteem  eqcnihr 
strong,  and  which  happily  involve  no  question  of  Astid- 
ious  delicacy. 

There  are  questions  of  high  legal  import  involved  is 
this  dispute — matters  for  judicial  inquiry.  It  is  nnne- 
cessary  now  to  press  them.  The  construction,  too*  sad 
legal  interpretation  of  several  acts  of  Con^^ress*  and  of 
what,  on  a  former  occanon,  wss  justly  termed  by  t^ 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  the  **  matchless  and  ir- 
repealable  ordinance  of  1787,"  all  necessarily  attend  i^ 
investigation. 

If,  indeed,  as  has  been  said  by  the  gentleman  frcNs 
Vermont,  [Mr.  EvtasTT,]  there  are  mixed  questions  ef 
law  and  fact,  coupled  also  with  those  of  expediency,  still 
greater  is  the  necessity  for  having  a  trained  legal  imed 
to  separate  and  decide  them.  By  our  rules  we  hsve  s 
standing  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  composed,  as  it  'n 
presumed  to  be,  of  gentlemen  eminent  for  their  lepJ 
acquirements,  and  who  may  be  said  to  be  the  leg^al  id- 
visers  and  counsellors  of  this  House.  It  is  to  this  coat- 
mittee,  sir,  that  we  should  look  for  the  investigation  sod 
determination  of  auch  questions  as  I  have  stated  to  be 
involved  in  this  subject;  and  admitting  that  there  are 
gentlemen  of  eminent  legal  acquirements  on  the  select 
committee,  and  I  am  far  from  disputing  it,  still  it  would 
be  productive  of  great  confusion  and  irregularity  to 
vary  from  what  is,  or  ought  to  be,  the  settled  practice 
of  the  House. 

It  is  wrong  to  commit  legal  or  judicial  inquiries  to  aar 
other  than  our  standing  committee  on  such  subjects.  It 
would  be  an  encroachment  on  the  province  of  thit 
committee,  and  ought  not  to  be  indulged  in  for  slight 
causes. 

Before  taking  my  seat,  sir,  I  must  be  permitted  to  alhide 
to  a  remark  thrown  out  by  the  gentleman  from  Man'- 
land,  [Mr.  Howamd,]  at  whose  hands  I  have  already  re- 
ceived too  much  kindness  to  suppose  he  would  knov- 
ingly  press  a  fallacious  argument  against  us. 

In  discussing  a  matter  nearly  connected  with  this  nov 
under  consideration,  my  friend  from  Maryland  thought 
that  the  House  ought  not  to  refer  it  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  since  it  was  known  to  be  the  unanimous  wi^ 
of  the  delegation  from  Ohio  that  it  should  be  so  done, 
as  it  might  therefore  be  charg^  that  there  was  partial^ 
ty,  or  an  undue  influence,  by  our  undivided  front.  Nov, 
so  far  from  this  being  a  just  inference  fr6m  such  prem- 
ises, I  would  ask  if  something  is  not  fairly  due  to  the 
joint  request  of  any  delegation,  great  or  small,  where  it 
is  respectfully  made^  But  still  greater  is  the  propriety 
of  complying  with  such  request,  where  it  is  in  itself 
reasonable;  and,  above  all,  where  the  committee  to 
whom  they  ask  a  subject  to  be  sent  is  impartial  and  tin- 
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ommittecl;  and  tbe  matter  fully  within  its  appropriate 
phere  of  inqiiirjr. 

We  know,  sir,  that  <'in  union  there  is  strength;*'  and 
should  be  very  sorry  that  a  virtue  which  is  so  essential 
>  the  duration  of  all  our  institutions  should  be  urged 
gainst  us  as  impairing  our  rights.  But  I  most  fondly 
herish  the  hope,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  this  motion  to  re- 
onaider  will  receive  the  kind  indulgence  of  the  Uouse. 

Mr.  ADAMS  rose  and  said:  I  have  very  little  to  say 
C^inst  the  reconsideration  of  this  question;  for,  if  it  is 
be  opinion  of  the  House  that  it  ought  to  reconsidered 
nd  referred  to  another  committee,  h  will  certainly  re- 
ieve  me  and  my  colleagues  from  an  exceedingly  labori- 
'us  and  painful  duty.  But,  sir,  the  objection  which  has 
leen  made  by  the  nnember  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Bond,] 
.gainst  the  confidance  of  this  duty  into  the  hands  of  this 
ionfimittee,  is  one  which  seems  to  require  of  me  some 
cply. 

It  is,  indeed,  very  true  that  at  the  last  session  of 
i^ongress,  entirely  without  any  foreknowledge  of  mine, 
:ither  of  the  proposiiioo  or  of  the  merits  of  this  ques- 
ion,  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  establishing  the  boundary 
ine  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and,  I  believe  also,  of  the 
States  of  Indiana  and  Illinois,  came  to  this  House,  and 
¥AB  referred  to  a  select  committee,  of  which  it  was  the 
pleasure  of  the  Speaker  to  appoint  me  chairman.  It  is 
lIso  true  that  the  committee  consisted  then  of  seven 
nembers;  six  of  whom  concurred  that  the  State  of  Ohio 
lad  no  right  whatsoever  to  the  boundaries  contested  for 
3y  her)  that  six  out  of  the  seven  were  of  opinion  that  the 
Ferritory  of  Michigan  waa  entitled,  by  every  law,  human 
ind  divine,  to  the  boundary  which  she  claimed.  Six 
Dut  of  seven! 

Sir,  since  that  time,  transactions  of  great  moment  to 
the  peace  and  welfare  of  this  Union  have  occuired.  The 
State  of  Ohio,  by  her  legislative  and  executive  author- 
ities, has  gone  on  to  settle  this  question  by  main  force. 
Armies  have  been  arrayed  by  the  State  of  Ohio,  to  set- 
tle this  question  by  forces  and  that  those  armies  have  not 
been  met  by  tbe  adverse  and  hostile  armies  of  the  other 
party,  had  been  more  owing,  probably,  to  the  discretion 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  than  to  the  discre- 
tion of  either  of  the  parties  to  this  controversy.  Under 
these  circumstances,  the  peace  having  been  preserved 
between  the  two  parties,  (if  my  friend  from  Ohio  will 
permit  me  to  consider  the  Territory  of  Michigan  as  a 
party  to  this  matter,  however  the  State  of  Ohio  may 
deny  that  she  is  so,)  peace,  I  ssy,  having  been  preserved, 
at  the  commencement  of  this  session  the  President  of  the 
United  States  transmitted  to  Congress  two  messages;  tbe 
one  containing  the  constitution  of  the  State  of  Michigan, 
formed  by  the  people  of  that  State,  as  they  conceived, 
conformably  to  the  rights  secured  to  them  as  citizens  of 
the  United  States  b>  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States;  and  upon  that  constitution,  formed  with  a 
boundary  line  given  to  that  Territory  by  an  act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  year  1805,  under  the  irrepealable  ordinance 
of  1787,  constituting  the  same  identical  boundaries,  the 
president  of  the  United  States  had  sent  a  message.  The 
Representative  of  that  State  had  presented  himself  here, 
and,  under  the  claim  of  rights  secured  to  him  by  the 
constitution,  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  Slates,  he  claimed 
a  scat  here.  In  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
two  Senators,  elected  upon  the  same  principles,  and 
under  the  same  claim  or  right,  have  presented  them- 
selves fur  admission  to  that  body.  Sir,  to  my  regret, 
(and  1  speak  only  of  what  occurred  in  this  body,)  the 
Bepreseotative  of  the  State  of  Michigan  has  not  yet 
been  admitted  upon  your  floor,  not  even  as  a  common 
spectator. 

Sir,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  be  perfectly  explicit  upon 
this  subject.  I  pretend  io  no  such  thing  as  impartiality 
between  the  two  parties;  and  if  tbe  sentiment  of  parti- 


ality, or  the  sentiment  of  justice,  which  I  believe  belongs 
to  one  of  them,  is  to  disqualify  me  as  a  member  of  this 
committee,  I  ask  the  House  how  they  will  qualify  the 
twenty-nine  members  of  this  House,  several  of  whom 
have  shown  such  deep  feeling  in  this  controversy^ 
Theirs  is  not  a  question  of  partiality,  but  of  the  highest 
and  deepest  interest;  a  matter  upon  which,  while  on  al( 
other  subjects  they  differ  as  widely  as  the  poles,  they 
have  told  you  that  they  are  all  united  as  one  man.  Yes^ 
sir,  nineteen  members  from  Ohio,  seven  from  Indiana, 
and  three  from  Illinois,  are  all  united  as  one  man.  And 
why^  Sir,  I  wish  to  say  that  I  consider  them  all  as  men 
with  a  sense  of  justice  at  their  hearts  as  full  and  entire 
as  my^  own;  but  upon  this  question  they  are  interested. 
This  is  not  a  question  of  partiality  or  impartiality  with 
them;  they  cannot  but  have  an  opinion  different  from 
that  which  others  entertain.  With  them,  it  is  a  question 
of  interest,  not  of  right,  upon  which  they  and  tneir  fel- 
low-citizens held  their  arms  in  their  hands  to  shed  th^ 
blood  of  their  fellow-citizens,  and  to  sustain  their  rights, 
with  the  same  unanimity  with  which  the^  come  here  to 
speak,  and  sustain,  and  vote,  for  that  mterest.  And, 
sir,  because  a  member  of  the  House,  having  no  inte* 
rest  under  heaven  in  this  issue,  not  considering  it  as  a 
measure  of  interest,  but  as  a  question  of  ri^bt  and  wrong, 
had  heretofore,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  to  the 
House  and  the  country,  expressed  an  opinion  that  they 
have  nothing  hut  power,  and  no  right  on  their  side-^ 
when  the  subject  comes  here  to  go  to  a  committee,  not 
to  decide,  but  merely  to  give  counsel  and  advice — they 

fet  up  and  tell  you  that  the  member  is  disqualified.  Sir, 
cannot  help  admiring  tiic  sense  of  justice  which  enables 
these  v'entlemen  to  disquslify  a  member  because  he  had 
an  opinion  not  suited  to  their  interests;  and  then  to 
vote,  twenty-nine  of  them,  one  after  another,  upon 
every  question  connected  with  this  case. 

Sir,  I  will  say  one  word  more.  There  are  twenty, 
nine  members  on  tbe  one  side,  exercising  the  right  to 
speak  and  to  vote,  and  all  of  whom  represent  States 
which  are  directly  interested  in  the  question.  On  the 
other  side,  I  look  around,  and  I  see  only  a  single  indi* 
vidua]  representing  the  Territory  of  Michigan.  I  have 
no  doubt  he  is  fully  qualified  to  sustain  the  rights  of  his 
Territory  upon  this  floor  by  all  the  power  of  speech 
which  has  been  displayed  by  the  adversaries  of  Michigan, 
but  he  has  no  vote;  and  1  believe,  in  the  general  esti- 
mation of  us  all,  a  vote  here  is  worth  more  than  a  speech, 
be  the  speech  from  whom  it  will. 

Sir,  one  word  more.  I  am  afraid  that,  besides  the 
twenty-nine  votes  depending  here  upon  the  issue  of  these 
q|uestions,  there  are  thirty-five  votes  of  another  descrip- 
tion, which  may  unfortunately  have  more  influence  than 
they  ought  to  have  in  the  final  decision  of  this  subject  in 
another  place.  But,  sir,  I  have  said  it  is  my  duty  to  be 
fair  and  explicit.  1  offered  the  resolution,  referring 
these  papers  to  a  select  committee,  not  on  my  own  in- 
clination, for  no  public  duty  that  I  ever  discharged  could 
come  more  ungraciously  to  me,  but  at  the  request  of 
these  gentlemen  who  are  here  knocking  at  your  door, 
claiming  to  be  Representatives  like  yourselves,  and  whom 
you  have  not  yet  admitted.  I  was  well  aware  of  the  ob- 
jection that  could  be  taken  to  my  having  any  concern 
with  this  matter,  other  than  that  of  voting  upon  it  when 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  upon  aiw  question  in  rela- 
tion to  it,  on  the  ground  that  I  had  formed  an  opinion. 
But,  really,  when  I  considered  the  alternative  part  of  tl^e 
proposition,  the  number  of  votes  upon  the  one  side,  with 
the  solitary  voice  on  the  other,  I  thought  I  was  not 
justified  in  refusing  the  request. 

For  what  was  itr  1  have  said  the  subject  was  not  to 
be  decided  by,  but  merely  referred  to,  a  committee,  the 
duty  of  whose  chairman  would  be  to  present  a  report  to 
this  House  for  its  consideration,  which  should  present 
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the  whole  merits  of  this  question  before  the  Houses 
which  has  not  yet  been  lione. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  Senate  simpTy  de- 
clares that  the  committee  had  no  doubt  of  the  right  of 
Congress  to  settle  the  disputed  boundary  conformably 
to  the  claim  of  Ohio.  That  report  I  think  I  have  seen 
qualified  in  one  of  the  official  documents  from  the  State 
of  Ohio,  as  a  very  able  report — yes,  sir,  and  this  great 
abifity  conasted  m  a  simple  declaration  that  the  commit- 
tee had  no  doubt  of  the  power  of  Congress,  to  settle 
the  boundary  {  but  not  one  iota  of  argument,  nor  one 
single  allusion  to  any  question  of  right  between  the  par- 
tiefa  did  it  contain.  Upon  that  report  the  Senate  did 
paM  a  bill,  which,  when  it  came  to  us,  was  referred  to  a 
select  committee  of  this  House,  of  which  I  was  appointed 
chairman.  After  hearing  the  parties  on  both  sides,  day 
after  day,  for  a  week;  after  hearing  an  able  argument 
from  one  of  the  most  intelligent  members  of  the  Ohio 
delefption  on  the  one  side,  and  from  the  delegate  of  the 
Territory  of  Michigan  on  the  other,  the  committee  came 
to  the  conclusion,  which  it  then  stated  to  the  House,  that 
the  bill  ought  not  to  pass.  They  made  no  report,  be- 
cause there  was  no  time  to  draw  it  up.  Upon  that  ex- 
presnon  of  opinion  a  discussion  arose  in  the  House,  to- 
wards the  close  of  the  session,  when  I  gave  my  views 
upon  the  question  generally.  Now,  sir,  when  those 
gentlemen  came  to  me,  and  asked  me  to  move  the  refer- 
ence of  the  two  messages  to  a  select  committee,  I  told 
them  that  I  would  move  the  reference  of  one  subject 
(that  of  the  boundary)  to  a  select  committee,  and  said 
that,  for  the  full  establishment  of  Justice  between  the 
parties,  I  thought  it  was  proper  that  the  two  messages 
should  be  referred  to  two  distinct  committees,  if  they 
concurred,  the  decision  would  be  more  harmoniousi 
and  if  they  differed,  every  thing  then  would  be  sard  on 
both  sides  of  the  question.  I  therefore  moved  to  refer 
the  one  to  a  select  committee,  leaving  the  other  to  take 
such  direction  as  the  Houie  should  think  proper. 

Sir,  I  have  stat^  to  the  House  the  course  of  my  pro- 
eeedinjss,  and  the  character  of  my  motives.  1  have  been 
explicit — there  is  no  doubt  upon  my  opinion.  I  have 
nothing  more  to  say.  The  House  will  decide  as  they 
shall  think  fit  and  consistent  with  justice.  I  shall  feel 
myself  relieved  from  one  of  the  most  painful  public  du< 
ties  I  have  ever  performed,  if  they  should  transfer  the 
duties  to  be  performed  by  the  ohairman  of  the  select 
committee  to  the  chairman  of  some  other  committee  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  STORER,  of  Ohio,  said:  It  is  with  great  pain, 
Hr.  Speaker,  that  I  feel  compelled  to  object  to  the  ref- 
erence of  the  question  under  debate  to  the  select  com- 
mittee, and  of  which  the  honorable  and  venerable  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  is  the  chairman.  If,  sir,  in 
the  course  of  my  remarks,  he  should  regard  any  senti- 
ment I  might  utter  as  severe,  I  beg  him  to  impute  the 
necessity  under  which  1  am  placed  as  a  sufficient  apology. 
Between  that  gentleman  and  myself  there  ought  to  be 
but  the  kindest  feelings.  In  days  that  have  gone  by  I 
have  sustained  him,  sir,  when  few  cried  "  God  bless 
him!*'  and  since  that  period,  in  every  vicissitude  of  his 
eventful  life,  I  have  marked  with  Intense  interest  his 
career.  It  is  not  when  I  object  to  his  supervision  over 
the  interest  of  Ohio  that  I  would,  in  the  most  remote 
degree,  question  bis  high  qualifications  to  discharge  his 
duties,  wnerever  and  whenever  he  may  be  called  on  to 
exert  his  great  mindt  but,  sir,  I  wish  that  the  sun  of  his 
fame  should  set  in  splendor:  that,  in  the  decline  of  his 
memorable  life,  no  clouds  or  darkness  should  rest 
upon  it. 

My  colleague,  to  whom  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts has  just  replied,  very  properly  excepted  to  the 
propriety  of  the  reference,  as  tne  chairman  of  the  select 
committee  had  already  expressed  his  opinions  in  strong  I 


and  decided  terms.  The  reasons  be  hu  urged  1  do  »< 
consider  have  been  answered,  and  I  regard  tbem  u  st 
answerable. 

It  is  said,  sir,  that  there  b  no  delicacy  on  our  prt  t* 
act  as  triers  of  this  question,  though  we  object  to  ^ 
chairman  of  the  specimi  connnittee,  u  having  iM 
decided  against  us.  Suppose  for  a  moment  tb«t  a 
analogy  between  the  cmtitB  was  perfect,  vhit  to  > 
prove?  Why,  sir,  that  the  rentleman  from  Mtaat 
setts  excuses  one  act  of  Indelicacy  by  the  exhibitioa  i 
another.  This,  sir,  is  not  a  sonnd  mode  of  rosost 
as  it  admits  the  weakness  of  the  one  positioo,  vlie ' 
would  expose  that  of  the  other.  But  there  iiiH< 
palpable  distinction  between  the  two  esses.  Ahbor^ 
the  delegation  of  Ohio  will  pass  upon  the  questm? 
their  votes,  they  have  not  aslEed  to  prepare  the  ax^ 
find  the  indictment  upon  which  the  whole  mtttff  ^ 
be  tried.  If  any  one  of  ray  colleagues  sbcww  » 
sought  the  reference  of  the  President's  menge  tsj 
committee  of  which  he  was^  of  would  by  coortofx 
the  chairman,  then  tlie  cases  alluded  to  wooW  baw  l^ 
apposite.  As  we  now  stand,  sir,  the  parallel  *«  » 
hold,  and  the  attempted  display  of  wit  is  gntii*«* 

We  wish,  sir,  that  the  committee  whoare  toitf  «|« 
grand  inquest  in  this  whole  matter,  who  are  to  ?RP^ 
the  issue  we  are  to  try,  and  in  which  such  imp*^ 
interests  are  involved,  should  be  without  bus,  Jfi«f 
mitted,  impsrtial.    Their  repoH,  for  good  or  »^  • 
must  have  an  influence  upon  the  question.  .itf»  ^j 
published  and  read  long  before  the  ultimate  pnwP» 
involves  are  decided,  and  long  before  its  effecU  c«  » 
counteracted;  for,  sir,  I  asMime  it  as  true  »m;^' 
in  a  most  interesting  sense,  a  Governmene  w  ep  ^ 
and,  whatever  may  be  our  decisions  here,  ^p.  ^ 
judged  by  the  people  upon  their  own  view  o|  pj^ 
Now,  the  report  of  a  committee  furnishing  sii  w 
upon  which  that  opinion  is  to  operate,  it  a  the  objj^ 
terion  by  which  our  acta  are  to  be  tested.    }*°*^jl 
ble,  then,  is  it,  sir,  that  tbows  who  make  «w  P/^ 
ment  should  come  to  the  subject  untraromeiiea  °}  r 
judice  and  uncontrolled  by  filing.  .^ 

If  such  is  the  result  in  ordinary  cases,  |w^*r3, 
does  the  argument  now  apply?  The  wbol«  wre  ^^ 
powerful,  clear,  and  cultivated  mind,  the  ^"^ 
of  great  political  and  moral  character,  afc]V.»rfeni^ 
trated  upon  a  subject  which  it  is  admitted  ^^ 
ready  prejudged.  Sir,  I  protest  against  the  occ 
of  such  a  contlhgency.  I  know  full  well  the  »W  . 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  will  prelaw  ""J^S* 
and  I  know,  also,  the  avidity  with  which  f^^^  fg^^ 
that  comes  from  his  pen  is  perused.  I  <*""°T  "  bold  i 
consent  that  he  shall  write  us  down,  in  the  ^^^^ 
the  question,  as  he  has  generally  done  all  h»»"j5^jof 
We  wish  to  be  heard,  befbre  the  blow  «h»*  °^j  ]^ 
fate  is  struck,  and  courteously,  yet  ft"*v»,  ,,  m  i)- 
that  it  is  our  right,  ss  we  know  it  is  ""^.""Ld^Jw 
lenge  for  favor,  if  necessary,  any  one  of  7*  ^oifce 
has  prejudged  the  cause.  I  would  sppctl.wenj^ ;,  ^ 
honorable  gentleman,  and  entreat  himi  woeii  .  g^f, 
much  at  stake,  to  decline  his  opposition  to  the  rc 
and  reserve  his  strength  for  the  final  >*"*ff':\k*fe  i/< 

The  honorable  gentleman  has  said  ^^io*j&l 
twenty-nine  members  on  this  floor,  f  J? !":  ^^  do  i^ 
column,  while  the  Government  of  •**^°*.^if  ^reit  i"* 
vocate  here.  Sir,  the  gentleman  does  ^^J^t » 
justice*  for  1  am  satisfied,  without  any  ^P^Lect  ^ 
any  representative  that  might  be  selected  "  p  .  ^ 
righU  of  Michigan,  they  could  not  be  >»5*1  ^n,  •"^ 
ously,  and  untiringlv  sustained  than  ^"ey/T --ntle«i^ 
I  have  no  doubt  will  be,  by  that  bonorsDW  5  ^^  ^^t 
There  is  no  fear,  then,  that  the  T<ii<W  S  ^nd  ^^ 
the  most  paternal  care  exerted  in  ^et  oe  ^^^ 
most  commanding  eloquence  invoked  m  on 


J 


i97 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


2098 


EC.    28,  1835. J 


Comiiiution  of  Miehigan* 


[H.  OF  B» 


It  was  nid  by  the  gentleman  from  Masnchtiiett8»  that 
lio  kad  resorted  to  force,  and  that  even  blood  would 
ve  been  shed  had  it  not  been  for  the  mediation  of  the 
-eaident  of  the  United  States.  Sir,  the  picture  is  ez- 
Tf^erateds  whatever  of  war,  or  rumors  of  war,  may  have 
ten  heard  this  side  the  mountains,  our  peaceful  valley 
IS  not  yet  been  disturbed  by  such  fanciful  conflicts.  In 
1  the  marchings  and  countermarch tngs  of  an  armed 
rce,  we  hold  that  Michigan  has  had  the  honor  of  the 
eiee  to  herself.  The  battle  ground  has  been  hers  only; 
id  if  there  has  been  a  conflict,  she  has  sought  it.  Sir, 
the  chronicles  of  the  times  have  exhibited  the  same 
cts  to  the  gentleman  thiit  they  have  to  me,  he  will  find 
lat  the  aciing  Governor  of  Michigan  has  been  on  the 
tsputed  territory,  in  the  presence  of  his  troops;  and  I 
m  authorized  to  assert,  also,  that,  in  March  last,  on 
is  requisition,  the  officer  commanding  the  arsenal  at 
Ictroit  issued  one  thousand  stand  of  muskets,  with  seven- 
K-five  thousand  ball  cartridges,  to  maintain,  at  was  said, 
he  *  •  integrity  and  laws  of  Michigan."  Yes,  sir,  the  arms 
f  the  United  States  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
•Executive  of  Michigan,  by  a  federal  officer,  to  be  used 
g'ainst  the  people  of  Ohio.  Sir,  when  the  President 
t*as  advised  of  this  startling  fact,  he  instructed  the  Sec- 
etary  of  War  to  direct  that  the  arms  and  ammunition 
liould  be  returned  immediately,  and  intimated,  at  the 
ame  time,  that  the  requisition  could  not  be  approved. 

It  g-ives  me  pleasure,  sir,  to  believe  that  the  President 
las  at  ways  discountenanced  the  conduct  of  the  Ezecu- 
ive  of  Michigan,  and  that  he  has  exerted  himself  to 
:)tiiet  the  difficulties  on  our  border.  He  has  appointed 
a  commission  of  intelligent  g^entlemen,  who  repaired  to 
the  frontier,  and,  as  they  supposed,. in  good  fakb,  had 
arranged,  for  a  time  at  least,  the  cause  of  contention. 
He  has  expressed  himself,  in  decided  terms,  that  our 
boundary  should  be  settled  before  the  admission  of 
Michigan  into  the  Union,  as  I  am  assured  by  the  letter 
of  my  honorable  predecessor  to  the  Governor  of  Ohio, 
heretofore  communicated  by  him  to  the  Legislature  of 
that  State.  I  agree  with  the  gentleman,  that  the  Presi- 
dent has  exerted  himself  to  bring  about  an  amicable  set- 
tlement of  the  question;  and,  so  far  as  Ohio  is  concerned, 
I  feel  constrained  to  say  she  has  acted  in  strict  accord- 
ance with  every  stipulation  she  has  made. 

Sir,  it  is  unjust  and  ungenerous  to  asvail  Ohio  in  the 
manner  and  language  we  have  witnessed  upon  this  floor; 
and  he  is  her  recreant  son  who  will  not  cast  back  the 
reproach,  and  stand  forth  as  her  champion* 

I  had  hoped,  sir,  that  the  remembrance  of  the  blood- 
less frays  upon  our  frontier  would  have  been  known 
only  in  the  border  tales  of* the  West;  that  they  would 
not  have  received  form  and  substance,  too,  from  the 
plastic  hand  and  poetic  genius  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts.  But,  sir,  I  am  mistaken.  The 
events  in  the  Northwest  are  now  matter  of  history,  and 
wilt  descend  to  future  time  in  the  glowing  diction  of  him 
who  has  chronicled  them  in  this  day's  debate. 

Sir, !  make  a  final  appeal  to  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts.   l*he  people  of  Ohio  have,  on  more  than 
one  occasion,  given  him  the  strongest  proofs  of  their 
regard,  and  they  still  cherish  for  the  memory  of  his  dis- 
tinguished ancestor  all  the  consideration  that  his  eminent 
services  in  their  behalf  so  justly  have  claimed.     Sir,  it 
cannot  be  unknown  to  this  House,  that,  during  the  ne- 
gotiation of  the  treaty  of  1783,  at  Versailles,  the  British 
minister  insisted  that  the  river  Ohio  should    be  the 
boundary  of  the  United  States;  and  it  was  while  thus 
narrowed  down  in  her  territory  that  her  borders  were 
not  only  extended,  but  finally  carried  to  the  lakes  and 
the  Mississippi,  by  the  uncompromising  firmness  and 
unconqaered  vigilance  of  John  Adams. 

Sir,  we  cannot  forget  the  past;  and  though  we  have 
ivitnessed  io-day  much  to  regret  and  much  to  disap- 
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prove,  still  I  trust  that  the  honorable  gentleman  will 
listen  to  my  appeal,  and  withdraw  his  opposition  to  the 
reference.^  He  cannot  forget  his  speech  in  February 
last,  on  this  floor,  when  he  covered  the  whole  ground 
of  the  present  controversy,  and  where  he  has  unaltera* 
bly  committed  himself  against  Ohio— a  speech  that  has 
been  thia  morning  recognised  as  his  proper  off*spring» 
and  all  its  leading  arguments  again  reiterated. 

Sir,  I  thank  the  House  for  their  indulgence,  and  close 
with  a  confident  hope  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  wiH 
prevail. 

Mr.  LANE  next  addressed  the  House,  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  and  in  opposition  to  the 
reference  to  a  select  committee.  He  was  in  ftivor  of 
sending  the  subject  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary—* 
a  committee  which  would  do  entire  justice  to  all  parties 
concerned. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  it  was  not  his  intention  to  enter 
into  the  debate  on  thia  motion;  but  the  remarka  which 
had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Masischusetts  [Mr. 
Adams]  impelled  him,  from  a  sense  of  duty,  to  throw 
himself  upon  the  attention  of  the  House.  Deeply  aa  he 
felt  on  this  subject,  he  would  endeavor  to  avoid  the  in- 
dulgence of  feeling  which  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  had  manifested. 
The  open  avowal  of  that  gentleman,  that  he  did  not 
pretend  to  be  impartial,  and  that  he  had  consented,  at 
the  instance  of  the  agents  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan, 
to  take  this  question  of  disputed  boundary  into  his 
hands,  not  for  the  purpose  of  deciding  upon  it  according 
to  its  merits,  but  with  the  view  of  opposing  and  de- 
feating the  claim  of  the  State  of  Oiiio,  brought  the 
House  directly  up  to  the  decision  of  the  question, 
whether  it  would  tolerate  and  sustain  the  gentleman  in 
that  attempt.  If  it  would,  he,  as  one  of  the  Represent- 
atives of  the  State  of  Ohio,  desired  to  know  iti  and 
the  sooner  that  information  went  to  the  people  and  Le- 
gislature of  the  State,  now  in  session,  the  better,  as  tliey 
would  then  know  what  sort  of  justice  to  expect  here. 
The  people  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  of  all  classes,  are  aa 
thoroughly  satisfied  of  the  justice  of  their  claim  as  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  is  of  its  injustice.  And  a 
majority  of  the  people  of  that  Slate  were  firmly  persu*. 
ded  they  were  called  upon  to  sustain  the  dignity  and 
honor  of  the  State  against  the  repeated  and  unprovoked 
aggressions  of  the  authorities  of  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan, during  the  past  season,  upon  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  State,  and  to  repel  by  force  their  lawless  acu  of  mil>< 
itary  violence. 

A  portion  of  the  community  had  used  their  endeavors 
to  persuade  the  people  to  stay  their  hand,  and  to  wait 
the  action  of  Congress  on  this  subject;  they  were  as- 
sured they  might  rely  on  the  justice  and  impartiality  of 
Congress.  He  was  one  of  those  who  had  taken  that 
course;  and  he  stood  pledged  that,  whatever  might  be 
the  decision  here,  reliance  might  be  placed  on  the  jus- 
tice and  impartiality  of  thia  body.  If,  when  the  inflam- 
matory fpeech  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
with  his  undisguised  avowal  of  hia  Intentions,  sliall  go 
forth  to  the  people  of  Ohio,  already  excited  and  smart- 
ing under  a  deep  sense  of  outrage  and  injustice,  the 
vote  of  this  House,  sustaining  him  in  his  attempt,  shall 
accompany  that  avowal,  there  can  be  no  mistaking  its 
effect  among  them.  They  are  not  in  a  temper,  sir^ 
quietly  to  submit  to  a  disregard  here  of  even  the  ap- 
pearance of  justice  and  impartiality. 

The  gentleman,  sir,  discloses  the  fact  that  the  agents 
of  Michigan,  now  in  this  city,  solicited  him  ttf  take  this 
subject  into  his  charge,  and  that  he  promised  to  further 
their  designs  by  moving  a  select  committee,  of  which, 
by  the  courtesy  of  the  House,  he  woukl  be  made  the 
chaimian,  and  that,  too,  with  a  settled  determination  to 
imke  up  a  report  against  the  State  of  Ohio.  I  beg  leave* 
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rir,  to  contTMt  the  course  of  the  agents  of  lllchigtn,  and 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  with  that  hereto- 
fore pursued  by  the  delegation  from  Ohio  in  the  conduct 
of  this  question.  The  Senate  of  the  United  States,  at 
each  seasion  of  the  last  Congreu,  passed  a  bill  to  confirm 
the  boundary  of  Ohio.  It  so  happened  that  there  waa  a 
member  from  the  State  of  Ohio  on  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  and  on  the  Committee  o»  the  Territoriea. 
A  gentleman  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  not  now  a  member 
of  this  House,  had  in  both  instances  moved  the  commit- 
ment of  the  bill  to  a  select  committee,  stating  to  the 
House,  as  his  Ivason  for  so  doing,  that  it  was  the  desire 
of  the  Ohio  delegation  that  the  committee  sliould  be 
composed  wholly  frbm  States  having  no  interest  in  the 
question  in  disputet  and  at  the  same  time  expressing  a 
wish  that  he  might  not  be  named  as  chairman  of  the 
committee,  at  the  head  of  which  he  would  be  entitled  by 
courtesy  to  be  placed,  as  the  mover  of  the  order.  In 
both  instances,  the  committee  was  organised  according 
to  the  request  of  the  mover.  Now,  sir,  I  leave  the 
course  or  the  delegation  from  Ohio  to  speak  for  itself, 
when  contrasted  with  this  attempt  of  the  agents  of  Mich- 
igan to  obtain  a  oiie-sided  report. 

The  gentleman  seems  to  think  that,  because  the  mem- 
bers from  Ohio  may  vote  upon  this  question,  he,  as  the 
avowed  partisan  of  Michigan,  may,  with  the  same  pro- 
priety, preside  over  the  committee  who  shall  report  the 
facts  and  law  to  the  House.  If  any  member  from  the 
State  of  Ohio  should  attempt  to  take  charge  of  the  quea- 
tion  as  chairman  of  the  committee,  or  to  thrust  himself 
into  the  committee  as  a  member  of  it,  then,  and  not  till 
then,  will  the  analogy  between  us  and  the  gentleman's 
present  position  bold  good{  and  no  gentleman  can  deny 
that  a  member  from  Ohio  might  not  be  placed  on  the 
committee  with  as  much  propriety  as  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  can  be  permitted  to  retain  bis  place 
on  it. 

The  gentleman  has  informed  you,  and  his  statement  is 
true,  that  at  the  last  session  a'week  was  consumed  in 
debating  this  question  before  the  select  committee. 
The  statement  itself  must  satisfy  every  member  of  this 
bod?  of  the  impossibility  of  making  the  question,  in  all 
its  details,  understood  in  the  House  i  and  that,  in  coming 
to  its  decision,  it  roust  rely  mainly  upon  the  industry, 
impartiality,  and  cautious  scrutiny  of  the  committee.  A 
right  understanding  of  it  involves  the  necessity  of  going 
back  to  the  very  foundation  of  the  legislative  and  politi- 
cal history  of  the  western  country  i  of  entering  mto  a 
compitrison  of  the  early  and  modem  geography  of  the 
country,  and  the  true  construction  of  a  complicated 
aeries  of  laws  and  ordinances^  through  a  period  of  half  a 
century.  Ancient  and  modem  maps  must  be  examined. 
The  very  number  of  the  House  renders  it  impracticable 
for  each  member,  as  the  debate  progresses,  to  obtain  a 
personal  inspection  and  explanation  of  them,  while  the 
committee,  from  the  smaliness  of  its  number,  can  sit 
down  and  go  through  all  the  details  and  facts  with  the 
caution  and  accuracy  of  which  the  proceedinga  of  a 
judicial  tribunal  are  susceptible.  To  commit  such  a  ques- 
tion, involving  rights  of  vital  importance  to  three  States 
of  the  Union,  into  the  charge  of  one  who  has  already 
avowed  hia  hostility  to  them,  is  worse  than  mockery. 

Again,  sir:  this  subject  is  brought  here  for  the  action 
of  the  House  upon  it.  I  cannot  forget  that  the  gentle- 
iqan  from  Massachusetts,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
declared  it  aa  his  opinion  that  there  ought  to  be  no  action 
of  Congresa  upon  thia  subject;  and  yet,  sir,  strange  as  it 
nfy  seem,  the  gentleman  comes  forward  and  proffers  to 
take  it  into  his  charge,  while,  at  the  same  time,  he  gives 
ul  ample  tvidence  that  his  opinion  has  undergone  no 
change.  Now,  sir,  I  am  for  putting  it  in  the  charge  of 
those  who  will  bring  it  forward  for  the  action  and  de- 
cision of  the  House.    The  gentleman,  sir,  from  Massa- 


chusetts, has  disqualified  himself  from  taking  this  Bib>j 
into  his  hands,  not  only  by  bis  declaration  thtt  tbr 
ouglit  to  be  no  action  upon  it,  but  also  by  bKonunr  V 
session,  when  it  waa  under  his  charge.  A  speech  iA\k 
gentleman,  made  at  the  last  session,  which  vent  h 
rounds  of  the  country,  and  has  been  several  titan  re&r 
red  to  during  this  debate,  would  naturally  lead  alU': 
did  not  know  the  facta  to  suppose  the  bill,  (hen  av- 
his  charge  as  chairman  of  the  committee,  had  bfei 
under  the  consideration  of  Congress  at  the  lineitfit 
delivered.  Not  so,  sir.  The  gentleman,  iostetd-l 
aaking  the  commitment  of  the  bill  when  it  vas  repet'i 
back  from  the  select  commttto?,  or  takiD^anyoi^r  • 
reference  to  it,  left  it  where,  in  the  then  lUte  of  V^ 
ness  in  the  House,  it  was  altogether  imponbie  for  ^ 
friends  to  bring  it  before  the  House.  While  t6eK 
was  thus  situated,  at  a  time  when  it  was  not  be^  t'e 
House,  the  gentleman  went  out  of  his  way,  ud  be? «t<i 
the  pale  of  the  rtiles  of  the  House,  to  assail  the  bi9,  t^^ 
to  pronounce  a  violent  philippic  against  it  andiheSta^K 
interested  in  it.  It  was  impossible  to  roakean^rcf; 
to  the  assertions  then  made  by  the  genikmn,  Ih^ 
because  the  merits  of  so  comphcated  a  subject  ce« 
not  be  gone  into  in  detail  when  the  bill  was  no(  befen 
the  House,  and  because  the  state  of  its  bosinesivdJ 
not  juatify  the  necessary  consumption  of  time  req^*^- 
to  enter  into  the  discussion. 

The  member  [Mr.  BiirirxT]  of  the  lelcci  cowrif 
who,  aa  has  been  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  lbt> 
chusetts,  dissented  from  the  opinion  of  the  othersL 
and  who  is  not  now  a  member  of  this  Hv»,^^^ 
reply,  that  he  would  not  be  drawn  into  the  disctts» 
of  the  merite  of  the  bill  at  that  timei  but  ihat  vheswr 
it  should  come  up  for  consideration,  he  was  prrpam^; 
show  that- the  constraction  put  upon  the  orliraK^  < 
1787,  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  vis  fbc^' 
groundless  and  untenable.  That  geniIeiDtn«  vb?,  >: 
legal  attainments,  has  no  superior  in  this  House  (?J 
this  nation,  gave  to  the  subject  in  all  its  details  the  fyi» 
investigation,  which  brought  him  to  beliereintbe  j<f« 
of  the  claim  of  Ohio,  as  firmly  as  the  gentlemin  !f« 
Massachusetts  does  in  its  injustice. 

The  gentleman  from  Maasachufetia  had  P'^fr 
his  way  to  remark,  upon  the  report  of  the  m^ 
Committee  of  the  Senate  on  the  subject  of  r^ 
boundary,  and  had  seen  fit  to  throw  out  an  wJil^JJ 
that  their  report  was  wanting  in  ability,  froo  v^Jcak 
are  to  infer  it  is  not  entitled  to  our  reiipee^*  WW* 
it  be  or  be  not  in  order  for  the  gentleman  ''«"  "T 
chusetts  to  Introduce  the  proceedings  of  that  body. 
this  House,  be  (Mr.  V.)  would  not  undertake  lo d«» 
but  be  would  state  what  he  knew  of  their  r^PP"'^ 
gentlemen  might  decide  for  themselves  bovti"^ 
opinion  is  entiUed  to  respect.  That  comm'j^j^^ 
composed  of  gentlemen,  not  only  *™'"*"^  ly^gl^ 
Guirements,  but  among  the  moat  ^i>^*'^^''^ '"J^  lb» 
from  which  they  came.  The  question  *•*  ""Jf^S 
rately  argued  before  that  committee.  ^^^^!^&gA 
could  be  aaid  in  favor  of  the  pretensions  of  w^ 
was  said— the  opening  argument  for  ^'x^^^JLu 
occupied  an  entire  day  and  a  half.  The  •offloui^^^ 
the  moat  scrupulous  attention  to  every  I**"?,  ?:-ii 
said,  and  investigated  the  subject  in  sU  its  detti^^ 
the  most  cautious  scrutiny.  He  (Mr.  V.)  *?Vjj^b 
state  what  occurred  in  the  committee  of  ^**f.  ,  ^ 
he  was  deputed  by  the  delegation  fi^om  Ohio io»^ 
the  question  on  behalf  of  the  SUte  before  tw^^ 
tee — a  duty  which  he  had  performed.  The  ^^^^^ 
that  committee  came  to  the  unanimous  opinio" 
State  of  Ohio  was  entitled  to  be  confirmed  in  ^V.  ^ 
and  so  reported  to  the  Senate.  In  that  body  i"  ^^^ 
tion  haa  been  twice  debated,  and  a  bill  to JiOR^r  ^ 
boundary  of  Ohio  has  been  twice  pstfcopy* 


101 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS: 


2102 


■.A. 


tBC.  29,  30,  1835.]        ^fferen  by  Ftre  in  New  Ymrk-^Bepfemntatiufram  MlMgtm, 


[H.  or  R. 


^roethinft  like  thirty  to  nine.  This  statement  of  facts, 
r,  may  lead  us  to  doobt  wbetlier  tbe  claim  of  Ohio  is 

>  totally  ^oandless  as  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
!tt8  asserts  it  to  bei  and  we  may  justly  entertain  some 
ispicion  of  the  soundness  of  tiie  gentleman's  own 
f>inion,  when  he  declares  that  Michigan  is  entitled  to  the 
>untry  in  dispate  «  by  erery  law,  human  and  divine." 

Mr.  V.  saiH  that,  when  the  bill  came  from  the  Senate 
»  the  House,  by  the  direction  of  the  delegation  from 
is  State,  he  had  argued  the  question  before  the  select 
>mmittee  of  which  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
as  chairman.  He  had  endeavored  to  discharge  his 
ity  to  his  State  fatthfuliyt  but  with  how  little  success 
le  gentleman  has  already  informed  the  House.  Mr.  V. 
M  that  he  did  not  know  that  his  colleagues  would  be 
sposed  again  to  devolve  upon  him  the  discharge  of  so 
nportant  a  duty.  But  he  would  say  that,  after  what 
kd  happened,  and  after  the  avowals  which  the  gentle- 
an  had  made  to-day,  he  should  be  restrained  by  self- 
•apect  from  going  before  that  gentleman  to  argue  the 
uestion.     He  said  it  had  fallen  to  his  lot  to  attempt  in 

court  of  justice  to  argue  a  question  which  the  judge 
id  already  decided^  but  in  a  case  like  the  present,  he 
ould  not  submit  to  the  oppression  of  feeling  attendant 
[>on  such  an  effort;  nor  would  he,  under  existing  cir- 
imstances,  argue  it  before  him,  out  of  respect  to  his 
t<«te;  and  when  the  gentleman's  speech  shall  go  to 
*hio,  he  doubted  not  but  the  united  voice  of  the  people 
nd  of  the  Legislature  would  forbid  the  argument  of 
leir  claim  before  him. 

Mr.  V.  said  the  opinion  had  been  expressed  from  dif- 
irent  sides  of  the  House,  that  the  two  questions  of  the 
.1  mission  of  Michigan  with  the  boundaries  she  has  as- 
jme^l  for  herself,  and  the  question  relating  to  the  boun- 
ary  of  the  States  of  Ohio^  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  ought 

>  be  referred  to  the  same  committee,  since  both  involve 
9  the  fullest  extent  the  question  of  boundary  in  dispute, 
'he  House  having  already  decided  that  the  former  should 
o  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  there  seemed  to  be  a  pe- 
uliar  fitness  that  the  latter  should  accompany  it.  And 
e  would  again  repeat,  in  conclusion,  that  the  latter  ques- 
lon  cannot  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  gentleman  from 
lassachusetts,  after  the  decbiration  he  has  made  of  his 
lotives,  without  marked  disrespect,  on  the  part  of  the 
louse,  to  the  States  whose  rights  are  involvea  in  tbe  ref- 
rence. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  on 
lie  pending  motion,  and  decided  in  tbe  affirmative,  107 
0  79,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Bailey,  Bockee,  Bond, 
loon,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell, 
barter,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  Childs,  Clai- 
orne,  Clarl^  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig,  Crane,  Cushing, 
)avis,  Dromgoole,  Efner,  Evans,  Everett,  Farlin,  For- 
ster,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  James  GarUnd,  Rice  Garland, 
iraham.  Granger,  Graves,  Grayson,  Orennell,  Griffin, 
liland  Hall,  Hamer,  Hammond,  Hannegan,  Hardin, 
larlan.  Harper,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Haxeltine,  Hoar, 
loward,  Howell,  Hubley,  Huntsman,  Janes,  Jarvis,  Henry 
ohnson,  John  W.Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Judson,  Ken- 
ion,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Klingensmith,  Lane,  Lawrence, 
iideon  Lee,  Luke  Lea,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Martin,  Samson 
ifason,  Maury,  May,  McCarty,  McKennan,  McKim,  Mc- 
^ne,  Mercer,  Morris,  Page,  Patterson,  Pettigrew,  Phil- 
ips, Pinckney,  Reed,  Rencher,  John  Reynolds,  Rogers, 
iussell,  Augustine  H.  Shepard,  William  B.  Shepperd, 
Shields,  Blade,  Sloane,  Spangler,  Standefer,  Storer,  Tal- 
aferro,  Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Waddy  Thompson, 
roucey.  Underwood,  Vinton,  Webster,  Whittlesey, 
>wia  Williams,  Wise— 107. 

Nats-— MesM^.  Adsms,  Heman  Allen,  Anthony,  Ash- 
ey.  Barton,  Beale,  Bean,  Beardsley,  Beaumont,  Borden, 
Griggs,  Brown,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  John  Chambers, 


Cleveland,  CoflTee,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Deberrv,  Den- 
ny, Doubleday,  Fairfield,  Fowler,  French,  William  K. 
Fuller,  Galbraith,  Gillet,  Glascock,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall, 
Haynes,  Henderson,  Hiester,  Holsey,  Hopkins,  Hunt, 
Ingham,  Jabez  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson, 
Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawler,  Lay,  Joshua  Lee,  Leonard, 
Lincoln,  Lyon,  Job  Mann,  John  T.  Mason,  William  Ma« 
son,  Moses  Biason,  MoComas,  Miller,  Montgomery, 
Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Parker,  Parks,  Franklin  Pierce, 
Dutee  J.  Pearoe,  Phelps,  Potts,  Robertson,  Schenck, 
Seymour,  Shinn,  Smith,  Sprague,  Taylor,  Towns,  Tur- 
rill,  Vanderpoel,  Wegener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Weeks, 
Sherrod  Williams— 79. 

So  the  House  agreed  to  reconsider  the  vote  referring 
the  boundary  question  to  a  select  committee. 

The  CHAIR  stated  that  the  question  would  be  on  the 
origtntl  motion,  to  refer  the  subject  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  ADAMS  withdrew  the  motion  of  reference  to  a 
select  committee. 

Mr.  HAMER  moved  that  the  subject  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciaryi  and  it  was  agreed  to 
without  a  count. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


TossDAT,  Dae s visa  29. 

Mr.  Elt  Mooaa,  one  of  the  Representatives  from  New 
York,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  m&rtd  a  suspension  of  the  rules 
of  the  House,  to  enable  such  committees  as  were  ready 
to  do  so  to  report  bills{  but  tbe  motion  was  negatived 
without  a  division. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  then  moved  to  suspend  the  rules 
so  far  as  to  allow  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to 
report  sundry  appropriation  billst  but  this  motion  was 
also  negative<l,  (two-thirds  of  the  number  of  members 
present  being  required  to  sustain  it,)  by  the  vote  of  ayes 
50,  noes  93. 

NEW  YORK  SUFFERERS  BY  FIRE. 

Amongst  other  petitions  presented  by  tbe  gentleman 
last  named,  was  one  from  certain  merchants  who  were 
sufferers  from  the  recent  destructive  fire  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  in  relation  to  which 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  he  should  have  pressed  its 
immediate  consideration,  had  it  not  been  that  further 
action  was  anticipated  on  this  subject,  such  as  might 
tend  to  meet  the  views  of  the  petitioners.  The  subject 
was  already  before  the  House,  but  the  arrival  of  a  com- 
mittee, deputed  by  the  merchants  of  New  York,  was  ex- 
pected in  this  city  on  Monday  next.  The  propositiona 
contained  in  the  petition  he  had  presented,  as  to  the 
laws  of  the  land,  were  of  the  highest  importance.  He 
should  therefore  move  that  so  much  of  the  petitmn  aa 
related  to  subjects  not  comprised  in  the  former  petition 
should  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe 
state  of  the  Union;  the  remainder  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

The  motion  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  spent  in  the  reception 
and  disposing  of  petitions,  bills,  kc,  till  the  hour  of  ad- 
journment. 

WiairvsDiiT,  Daomaaa  30. 

REPRESENTATIVE  FROM  MICHIGAN. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  said  it  was  within  the  recollection 
of  the  House  that,  a  few  days  since,  he  bad  moved  that 
the  gentleman  who  had  presented  himself  there  as  a  Rep- 
resentative from  what  is  called  the  SUte  of  Michigan,  be 
permitted  to  occupy  a  seat  on  the  floor  during  the  sittings 
of  tbe  House.    It  seemed  due  from  himself  that  he 
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should  ask  the  Houfe  to  comider  that  motion  <  but,  be- 
fore doings  8o^  he  wished  to  sugf^ett  that  he  detig^ned  to 
modify  hit  proposition,  by  merely  askinfi^  the  House  to 
permit  that  {(gentleman  to  come  within  the  hall  during^ 
the  sitting  of  the  House  in  the  character  of  a  spectatort 
that,  he  trusted,  would  be  acceptable  to  the  whole 
House;  and  he  had  done  it  with  reference  to  former 
precedentii,  particularly  that  of  the  State  of  Tennessee. 
Mr.  B.  then  sent  his  modified  proposition  to  the  Chair, 
to  be  read  from  the  Clerk's  table  for  the  information  of 
the  House,  and  was  as  follows: 

Hegokedf  That  Isaac  E.  Crary,  who  claims  to  hare 
been  duly  elected  a  member  of  this  House,  be  admitted 
as  a  spectator  within  the  hall  during^  the  sittings  of  this 
House. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  mured  to  suspend  the  rules  of  the 
House  to  enable  him  to  make  the  motion,  and  asked  for 
the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered,  and  which  were 
as  follows: 

Y«As — Messrs.  John  Q.  Adams,  Ashley,  Bailey,  Bar- 
tt>n.  Bean,  Beardsle)*,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borden,  Boree, 
Boyd,  Briggs,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cambreleng,  Camp- 
bell, Chapman,  Chapin,  Childs,  Claiborne,  Clark, 
Cleveland,  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig,  Cramer,  Crane, 
Cushing,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Deberry,  Dickerson, 
Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Efner,  Everett,  Fairfield,  Far- 
tin,  P.  C.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  J.  Garland,  B.  Garland, 
Gillet,  Glasc'ck,  Granger,  prennell,  Haley,  J.  Hall, 
Haroer,  Har<l,  S.  S.  Harrison,  A.  G.  Harrison,  Haynes, 
Hazeltine,  Henderson,  Hiester,  Hoar,  Howard,  Howell, 
Hubley,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Ingham,  W.  Jackson, 
J.  Jackson,  Janes,  J.  Johnson,  R.  M.  Johnson,  Cave 
Johnson,  H.  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  Judson,  Rennon, 
Kilgnre,  Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawler,  Lawrence, 
L!iy,  T.  Lee,  Leonard,  Lincoln,  Loyalt,  Lyon,  A.  Mann, 
J.  K.  Mann,  Martin,  W.  Mason,  M.  Mason,  S .  Mason,  Mau- 
ry, McKay,  McKennan,  McKeon,  McKim,  Miller,  Mont, 
gomery,  Moore,  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page, 
Parker,  Parks,  Patterson,  Franklin  Pierce,  Dutee  J. 
Pearce,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Potts,  Reed,  Joseph  ReynoMs, 
Roane,  Rogers,  Schenck,  Seymour,  Slade,  Sloane, 
Smith,  Sprague,  Storer,  Taliaferro,  Thomas,  J.  Thom- 
son, Toucey,  Turner,  Turrillf  Vandcrpoel,  Wagener, 
Wardwell,  Weeks,  Whittlesey^l33. 

Nats — Messrs.  C  Allan,  Beale,  Bond,  Bunch,  J. 
Calhoon,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Carr,  Carter,  Casey,  J. 
Chambers,  Coles,  Davis,  Denny,  Evans,  Forester, 
French,  Graham,  Graves,  Gra3raon,  Griffin,  Hammond, 
Hannegan,  Hopkins,  Huntsman,  Jarvis,  Kinnard,  L.  I<ea, 
Lucas,  May,  McCarty,  McLene,  Mercer,  Morgan,  J.  A. 
Pearce,  Pettigrew,  Picken«,  Pinckney,  John  Reynolds, 
Russell,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields, 
Standefer,  W.  Thompaon,  Underwooc^  L.  Williams, 
8.  Williama-.47. 

So  the  House  determined  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.. BEARDSLEY  then  moved  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tion; which  was  agreed  to. 

BANKS  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  petitions 
presented  yesterday  by  Mr.  W.  B.  SnPAan,  from  sun- 
dry banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying  an  ex- 
tension of  their  charters. 

A  motion  having  been  made  to  refer  the  petitions  to 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia, 

Mr.  THOMAS,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  send  them  to 
a  select  committee,  with  instructions.  Mr.  T.  modified 
his  proposition  aa  follows: 

Jietohed,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  condition  of  the  currency  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  other  memo- 
rials which  may  be  presented  to  the  present  Congrep, 


praying  for  an  extension  of  the  charters  of  theoitfii? 
banks  m  said  District  of  Columbia,  or  for  the  abbfi^ 
ment  of  any  other  bank  or  banks  in  their  itesd,  w)  -? 
examine  into  the  condition  of  the  eurrenej  oT  »d  IK 
triet,  to  inspect  the  books  and  to  examine  into  tbe  pr^ 
ceedings  of  said  banks,  to  ascertain  whether  ^r 
charters  have  been  violated  or  not,  and  vhetber^ 
abuses  or  malpractices  have  existed  in  their  muip 
ment,  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  to  enmiM  r 
neases  on  oath,  and  to  appoint  a  clerk  to  record  tir.' 
proceedings. 

Mr.  SHEPARD  said  that  the  present  question  n 
more  a  question  of  propriety  and  fitness  thtn  inr  tbl^ 
else.  It  was  for  the  House  of  RepresenUtirwtow 
whether  they  would  take  this  matter  from  i  s!ik!^? 
committee,  and  refer  it  to  a  select  committee.  Hea- 
the  House  cmild  judge  of  the  propriety  of  doa^itatt* 
well  without  argument  as  with  it.  It  was  not  fe  ^^ 'o 
say  whether  the  Committee  on  the  DistrielcooWpr- 
form  the  doty  as  well  as  a  select  committe.  To*e? 
the  entire  uselessness  of  the  motion  of  the  f^f^' 
from  Msryland,  [Mr.  Thovas,]  he  held  in  lisla^> 
letter  from  the  president  of  one  of  the  banks,  reqoe^'* 
that  the  Committee  on  the  District  would  sppoisMw 
of  their  members  to  investigate  fully  the«ffiin«j* 
banks.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the  gentlemsn  eooM^^ 
obtained  his  object  by  moving  instructions  to  the  CI*- 
mlttec  on  the  District.  If  this  was  done,  he  r^ 
pledge  himself  to  the  House  that  any  queriei  vhicfe^ 
gentlemen  would  put  to  him  should  be  put  to  the  to* 
of  the  District,  and  answered;  and  then  it  wookl  be- 
that  gentleman  to  say  whether  they  were  w*«J 
properly  or  not.  It  was  a  question  of  propriety  mi^ 
Hqtise  to  say  whether  it  would  take  from  (he  Comt^ 
on  the  District  of  Columbia  that  business  ^^*t 
matcly  belonged  to  it,  and  send  it  to  another  coffloa't^ 
If  the  House  has  no  confidence  in  the  Committee  on  -; 
District,  let  it  say  so.  He,  however,  as  s  weaw^ 
that  committee,  was  willing  to  examine  the  hsnb  o'  • 
District  aa  scrupulously  as  he  coold. 

Mr.  THOMAS  said  that  justice  to  h'"*'^""*"  J.C 
per  to  remind  the  House  of  an  occurrence  inth<* 
Congress  connected  with  this  question,    "^^fl 
four  banks  In  the  District  that  stopped  specie  pir««f 
in  1834,  two  of  which  are  now  asking  a  rechtrteti 
1835,  these  banks  memorialised  this  body  for  the  ?•«; 
of  a  law  to  recharter  them.    It  was  but  j«*i«  "^ 
city  that  we  should  act  undcrstandingly  on  this  v^J 
that  an  inquiry  should  be  Instituted  to  sscertw  • 
causes  of  these  ftilures.     But  he  said  that,  vithcxn^ 
jection  from  him,  the  memorials  of  ^^^^  '•'^'^Jf*!,;*? 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  ^^^\^zfri^' 
was  taken  up  by  that  committee^  but  no  »n^'fV.^ 
was  had.     He  said  he  then,  under  a  deep  iense  o\^ 
to  his  constituents,  gave  a  promise  that  if  *'''?'S 
was  put  off  to  another  aession  of  CongTet9»  be 
make  it  his  business  to  examine  into  the  sUte  oi«^ 
banks.     Now,  if  )«ou  send  this  matter  to  the  C(0^ 
on  the  District,  you  send  it  to  a  committee  ^'     ^ 
prejudged  the  question.    Under  these  etrcadt^ 
felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  ask  of  the  House  a  select 
mittee.     He  said  if  it  was  proper  for  the  Hon*  " 
matter  in  relation  to  the  Territories  to  a  select  cotw^ 
It  was  proper,  he  thought,  to  refer  this  "*■*** j^^iuJtfce 
committee.     He  said  the  Chief  Magistrate  hsd  cs^^ 
attention  of  Congress  to  the  question  of  ^"'['"jV 
he  therefore  conceived  it  a  very  >"*P*^'^   •  i  ^itr  • 
asked  of  the  House  a  committee,  whose  ^P^^l.^*- 
should  be  to  make  a  thorough  investigstion  oi  ^^ 

Mr.  BOULDINsaid,  as  a  member  of  the  Coi^ 
on  the  District,  he  did  not  wish  to  Uke  "P^  Ji^up 
very  arduous  duties;  but  he  was  m  w'l^^^t  ^^ 
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knd  §fo  throug^h  with  the  inveBti^tion,  u  the  gentleman, 
ie  Mid  the  committees  were  appointed  by  the  Speaker, 
.nd  he  could  not  lee  the  difTerence  between  them.  The 
greatest  objection  is,  that  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
in  the  District  has  had  this  matter  before  him  at  the 
ast  session.  This  he  thought  was  a  favorable  circum- 
tance,  because  that  gentleman  must  have  more  knowl- 
dge  of  the  business  than  he  otherwise  could  have.  He 
aid  that  he  was  ready  to  go  into  an  investigation  with- 
out any  prepossessions,  and  was  willing  to  investigate 
he  matter  as  thoroughly  as  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
ind  or  any  other  gentleman. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  said  that  he,  as  a  member  of 
he  District  Committee,  clierished  no  pride  of  jurisdic- 
ion,  and  was  therefore  willing,  for  his  part,  to  dispense 
vith  the  pleasure  and  honor  of  making  an  investigation 
nto  the  past  doings  of  the  banks  in  the  District,  which 
vas  contemplated  by  the  resolution  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Thomas.]  He  did  not 
>elieve  that  the  proposition  of  that  honorable  gentleman 
vas  founded  in  a  distrust  of  the  capacity  of  the  District 
committee  to  make  the  necessary  exammation,  nor  upon 
ny  apprehension  that  they  felt  indisposed  to  do  so. 
The  duties  of  the  District  Committee  were  very  onerous, 
nd  though  willing,  as  a  member  of  that  committee,  to 
lerform,  to  the  utmost  of  his  humble  ability,  every  duty 
bat  might  be  imposed  upon  him,  yet,  as  he  could,  as  he 
bought,  be  otherwise  more  profitably  employed  in  his 
>ublic  capacity,  he  would  for  his  part  rather  be  excused 
ronn  the  labor  of  inquiring  into  the  details  of  the  past 
operations  of  the  District  banks.  He  thought  that  a  se- 
ect  committee  could  be  raised,  every  way  competent  to 
execute  thisduty;  and  that  the  Committee  on  the  District, 
}ressing,  important,  and  multifarious  as  were  the  calls 
ipon  its  attention,  could  spend  its  time  in  the  execution 
)f  duties  in  a  manner  better  calculated  to  subserve  the 
)ublic  interest,  than  would  be  the  duty  or  task  of  wading 
or  days  and  weeks,  if  not  for  months,  through  the  books 
md  legers  of  the  banks  within  the  District. 

It  would  be  recollected  that  some  of  those  banks  sus- 
)ended  payment  and  closed  their  doors,  two  years  ago. 
ITeSy  when  the  tocsin  of  alarm  and  distress  and  panic  was 
bounded  from  one  extreme  of  the  country  to  the  other, 
t  had  been  insinuated  by  some  that  these  banks  had 
ent  their  still  small  voices  to  aid  that  momentous  occa- 
uon .  He  (Mr.  V. )  would  not  undertake  to  state,  or  even 
nsinuate  this.  The  banks  may  have  had  most  Justifiable 
'easons  for  suspending  specie  payments;  but,  after  what 
lail  occurred,  it  was  most  emphatically  proper  that  a 
itrict  scrutiny  should  be  made  into  the  past  doings  of 
hese  institutions,  before  we  gave  them  any  renewed 
>ledge  of  our  confidence.  Should  the  result  prove  that 
he  banks  in  this  District  should  have  been  improvidently 
'echartered,  the  constituents  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  from  their  proximity  to  these  banks,  and 
rom  their  constant  business  intercourse  with  the  region 
where  they  would  operate,  would  be  more  exposed  to 
OSS  than  the  constituents  of  those  gentlemen  who  resided 
it  a  greater  distance;  and  since  the  gentlenum  from  Mary- 
and,  from  a  sense  of  duty  to  his  constituents,  seenns  to 
)e  anxious  to  look  into  the  past  doings  of  the  banks 
vithin  this  district,  he  (Mr.  V.>  thought  it  but  just  and 
•easonable  that  he  should  be  gratified. 

Mr.  V.  had  stated  that  the  District  Committee  would 
tiave  a  great  deal  to  do.  Yes.  He  was  justified  in  say- 
in£^  so,  when  he  stated  that  the. District  was  reeling  and 
it«?gering  under  a  debt,  to  the'subjects  of  a  foreign  po- 
tentate, of  nearly  two  millions  of  dollars!  And  he  con- 
idently  asserted  that  that  committee  would  be  obliged 
o  put  in  requisition  all  its  industry,  and  all  its  inventive 
powers,  to  devise  ways  and  means  to  save  this  great  na- 
tion the  degradation  of  having  their  Capitol  sold  to  the 
:ountrymen  of  his  forefathers.    They  were,  to  be  sure, 


the  countrymen  of  his  (Mr.  y*s)  ancestors;  but  still  his 
American  feeling  was  very  much  disturbed  at  the  idea 
of  being  sold  out  to  foreigners.  In  further  proof  of  the 
assertion,  that  the  duties  of  the  District  Committee  were 
heavy  enough  to  engross  all  their  time  and  attention,  he 
would  state  that,  a  few  years  ago,  a  special  committee 
was  appointed  to  revise  the  laws  of  the  District.  They 
had  sat  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  and  have  reported 
a  code  of  laws  which  filled  a  pretty  large  volume,  and 
which  was  not  yet  acted  upon  by  the  House.  A  few 
days  ago  a  special  committee  was  raised  in  relation  to 
that  part  of  the  President's  message,  which  relates  to 
the  bequest  of  an  English  gentleman,  made  to  this  Dis- 
trict. For  these  reasons,  he  would  vote  to  refer  this 
matter  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  said  he  wished  to  make  a  few  re- 
marks, for  the  purpose  of  correcting  a  mistake  into 
which  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  had  fallen,  and  into 
which  the  gentleman  from  New  York  appeared  willing 
to  fall  also,  respecting  the  course  pursued  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress.  Mr.  McK.  had  the  honor  of  being  a  member 
of  that  committee,  and  he  had  In  charge  the  bills  re- 
ported by  that  committee  for  rechartering  certain  banks 
in  the  District.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  ap- 
peared to  yield  to  the  charge  that  that  committee  had 
acted  precipitately  on  the  subject.  To  this  Mr.  McK. 
did  not  assent.  The  charge  was  not  properly  founded; 
there  was  no  precipitancy;  and  the  bill  itself  would 
satisfy  the  House  that  there  was  no  intention  on  the  part 
of  the  committee  to  recharter  these  banks  without  the 
most  searching  inquiry  into  their  situation  and  their  con- 
duct. It  would  be  recollected  that  the  charters  of  the 
Bank  of  Washington,  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  the 
Patriotic  Bank,  and  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank 
of  Georgetown,  expired  in  March,  1836;  and  there  be- 
ing no  time  during  the  last  session  to  give  this  subject  a 
full  investigation,  the  committee  had  reported  a  bill  to 
recharter  those  banks  for  one  year  only,  for  the  conve- 
nience of  those  cities,  and  to  afford  an  opportunity  to 
the  present  Congress  to  make  the  most  searching  in- 
vestigation. That  was  all  that  was  done  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District,  and  he  begged  permission  of  the 
House  to  have  that  bill  read  by  the  Clerk,  in  order  that 
this  matter  might  be  set  right.  [The  bill  in  question 
was  then  read  from  the  Clerk's  table.] 

As  to  whether  this  subject  should  go  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia  or  to  a  select  committee,  if 
the  members  of  the  former  were  willing  to  yield,  Mr. 
McK.  had  no  objection.  He  believed  it,  however,  a 
legitimate  subject  of  examination  for  the  former  com- 
mittee; and  unless  the  members  of  that  committee,  like 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  yielded,  he  should  feel 
himulf  bound  to  vote  that  the  subject  should  have  that 
reference,  and  none  other. 

Mr.  W.  B.  SHEPARD  begged  the  indulgence  of  the 
House  to  make  a  few  remarks  in  reply.  The  gentleman 
from  Maryland  said  that  Mr.  S.  had  prejudged  this  ques- 
tion. Now,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  know  how  he  had  prejudged 
this  question.  As  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  during  the  last  session,  he  could  not 
have  prejudged  the  question,  because  nobody  asked 
them  to  make  these  investigations.  How,  then,  could 
he  prejudge  the  question,  when  he  had  neither  made, 
nor  been  asked  to  make,  any  investigation?  ^Vhy  did 
not  the  gentleman  himself,  as  vigilant  as  he  seemed  to 
be,  submit  instructions  to  that  committee  then?  Mr.  S. 
really  thought  that  the  gentleman  was  laboring  under  a 
serious  mistake  in  making  that  charge  upon  him.  Cer- 
tainly, Mr.  S.  did  not  pretend  to  the  skill  in  banking  the 
gentleman  himself  avowedly  did;  for  the  gentleman  had 
had  opportunities  which  had  fallen  to  the  lot  of  few 
members  on  that  floor.    Mr.  S.  remembered  very  well 
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the  gentleman  was  a  member  of  two  committees  on  the 
subject  of  banking,  and  then  saw  and  examined  the 
«  great  monster"  himselfi  and  he  also  remembered  that 
one  of  those  committees  reported  to  that  House  a  very 
voluminous  document;  and  he  had  no  sort  of  doubt  that, 
if  the  members  of  the  House  had  thought  proper  to 
read  that  very  voluminous  document,  they  would  have 
been  very  much  enlightened  on  the  subject  of  banking. 
He  should  be  sorry  to  obscure  the  slightest  ray  the 
gentleman  shed  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  S.  said,  for  himself,  he  had  no  interest  in  the 
question,  nor  did  he  csre  one  farthing  about  it  in  any 
point  of  view{  but  so  long  as  he  was  a  member  of  Che 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  he  wovtd  assert 
upon  that  floor  what  he  believed  to  be  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  that  District,  and  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  the  Committee  on  that  District.  It  was  for  the  House 
to  say  whether  that  committee  was  as  fit,  had  as  much 
time,  as  much  knowledge,  and  as  much  interest  in  the 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  District,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland.  Mr.  8.  could  not  pretend  to  as  much 
interest,  perhaps,  as  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  in 
one  point  of  view.  The  gentleman  tells  us  that  he  had 
a  peculiar  interest  in  the  question,  because  the  people 
of  his  district  came  down  to  the  District  of  Columbia  to 
trade,  and  the  money  of  the  District  circulated  among 
them.  Why,  the  people  of  the  ^gentleman's  district, 
when  they  came  down  there,  sometimes  staid  at  the  tav- 
erns, and,  for  the  same  reason,  the  House  ought  to  raise 
a  select  committee,  and  put  the  dram  shops  under  its 
charge;  for  it  was  as  much  a  matter  of  interest  to  them. 
Why  not  put  every  matter  that  touched  the  gentleman's 
district  under  his  special  charged  However,  Mr.  S. 
would  only  remark  that  it  was  a  mere  matter  of  fitness 
and  propriety,  of  which  the  House  was  the  judge,  and 
which  needed  no  argument  from  him. 

Mr.  LANE  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  he  believed  no  person  would 
charge  him  with  any  particular  partiality  for  these  banks, 
or  any  other  banks  in  the  United  States.  He  must, 
however,  object  to  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  [Mr.  Thomas]  for  taking  the  sub- 
ject from  the  committee  to  which  it  legitimately  be- 
longed, and  sending  it  to  a  select  committee.  The 
gentleman  might  disguise  his  sentiments  as  he  pleased, 
but  it  was  evident  that  he  had  not  only  reflected,  but 
had  made  a  direct  imputation  upon  the  District  Com* 
mittee. 

The  gentleman  had  charged  the  committee  with  hav- 
ing prejudged  the  question.  He  was  mistaken.  There 
were  five  new  members  upon  this  committee,  and  he 
could  assure  him  that,  so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he 
was  in  favor  of  a  speedy  and  critical  investigation  into  the 
aflfairs  of  these  institutions.  It  had  been  contended  that 
the  Commitiee  on  the  District  was  not  the  legitimate 
one,  because  the  subject  was  one  of  general  concern. 
These  banks  were  local,  and  the  people  of  the  District 
were  more  interested  in  them  than  those  who  resided  at 
a  distance. 

But  the  gentleman  had  asked,  if  this  subject  was  sent 
to  the  District  Committee,  when  would  the  investigation 
take  place,  and  when  would  it  close?'  He  would  answer, 
as  soon  and  as  speedily  as  the  untiring  industry  of  the 
committee  would  permit.  Could  more  be  expected  of  a 
select  committee  >  The  gentleman  from  Maryland  was 
a  member  of  four  important  committees,  while  the 
members  of  the  Committee  on  the  District  were  on  no 
other  committee.  The  gentleman  must  therefore  have 
four  times  the  ability  and  four  times  the  industry  of 
himself  and  associates,  if  he  could  perform  this  duty 
more  promptly. 

It  had  further  been  charged,  that  the  committee, 
although  It  had  been  in  existence  for  several  weeks,  had 


not  taken  up  this  subject.  Mr.  L.  remarked,  tint  it 
had  not  been  referred  to  them,  exeept  informally;  tls! 
the  committee  had  met  but  twice;  and  when  it  should  be 
ascertained  that  they  had  neglected  tlieir  duty,  it  vosld 
be  time  enough  to  charge  them  with  a  direct  ooumbo 
do  so. 

The  gentleman  had  referred  to  the  opportoatia 
which  he  had  to  investigate  banking  institatiani,  ui 
had  urged  an  objection  to  the  District  Comahter. 
because  soma,  of  its  members  resided  at  a  distnce.  I' 
this  irgument  was  good,  the  gentleman  laij^bt  dnt 
Qnder  his  immediate  charge  almost  every  other  q«i- 
tion  which  should  be  presented  for  considentioii. 

Reference  had  been  made  to  the  fiict  that  the  Mi* 
gan  question  had  the  other  day  been  senttotbeJodical 
Committee,  instead  of  the  Committee  on  the  Temionn. 

The  reason  of  this  was  obvious.  Legal  qtt«*^"5* 
involved,  and  that  committee  was  composed  rf  we  »]^ 
yers,  who  were  more  competent  to  investigsteit.  Be 
gentleman  from  Maryland  was  a  member  of  the  J«to| 
Committee.  Did  the  gentleman  draw  an  inference  m 
the  case,  that  because  his  honorable  self,  sndthoiere 
might  be  associated  with  him  upon  the  select  co»b»^ 
were  more  competent,  that  therefore  his  motioM^ 
to  prevail?  For  one,  if  the  subject  should  be  rritfi" 
to  the  Committee  on  the  District,  he  should  be  djspwK 
to  spare  neither  time  nor  labor  to  discharge  w  «« 
with  fidelity.  , 

Mr.  L.  alluded  to  the  remarks  which  hsd  been  s«^ 
in  reference  to  the  course  and  the  solvency  ^}^^°^^ 
in  the  District.  He  was  opposed  to  prejudging  tlie^ 
•titutions,  and  in  favor  of  the  strictest  scrutiny  tt|toi|» 
operations.  If  they  had  acted  improperly,  '«*'^'V 
certained  before  they  were  condemned.  He,  for  - 
would  not  attempt  to  screen  them,  nor  to  sanciiofl  v] 
abuse  which  might  be  fixed  upon  them.  .     , 

Mr.  BOULOIN  again  addressed  the  Hoiwe,  injtpj 
to  the  last  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  MtO'"™ 
conclusion,  he  moved  to  amend  the  motion  of  the  p 
tleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  W.  B.  S""*";^' 
adding  the  foMowing  instructions  to  the  CommHtw 
the  District  of  Columbia,  to  wit:  .  ^^ 

To  examine  into  the  condition  of  the  currency  o' 
said  District;  to  inspect  the  books,  and  to  ««*™'°*Z. 
the  proceedings  of  said  banks;  to  ascertain  srhetbff  ^ 
charters  have  been  violated  or  not,  and  ^'^*^L^ 
abuses  or  malpractices  ha%'e  existed  in  their  *'*"*Jlgjj 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  to  examine  ^Jj'j^^ 
oath,  and  to  appoint  a  clerk  to  record  their  P"*?°|^ 

Mr.  MERCER  said  that  it  was  the  duty  of  ^^'f^^ 
of  the  House  to  appoint  the  committees,  ""^ '    „ 
tribute  the  business  of  the  House  among  the  ^^^^^ 
qually  as  possible;  and,  for  that  reason,  ^^^.^fLbtf- 
he  attention  of  the  House  to  this  fact,  that  if  tne 


e 
the 


ness  was  taken  from  one  committee  and  ^f*""*  ^ 
another,  the  labors  of  the  House  would  be  uo^"^ 
divided;  and  if  you  continued  to  pursue  thst  coon=^ 
would  take  from  the  District  Committee  t"  "?  °"  ^ 
It  was  in  vain  for  the  gentleman  from  Virg'*"* JVJ 
that  he  had  no  feeling  in  this  matter.  H«  hw  «^Pj|^ 
the  whole  country  felt  an  interest  in  it.  Tn^Pf^gjH 
his  district  felt  an  interest  in  this  question,  »"J 'J^Ltje 
say  that  he  felt  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  ^^,jr 
on  the  District,  and  would  be  pleased  to  hate  ^"[J.  pt 
referred  to  that  committee.  He  said  that  the  w^^ 
certain  banks  in  the  District  was  an  unfortun««  ^^ 
rence,  and  ought  not  to  be  reflected  upon  by  tot  P 
man  from  Maryland.  .  ^ 

Mr.  MANN  said  he  had  but  a  word  to  ^y^ 
aubject.  It  should  be  remembered  that  th«^^"  j-,fr 
on  the  District  had  all  the  legislation  of  this  W* '  ,^ 
lation  to  the  District,  in  their  own  hands;  •'*°/J  jjaia 
that  committee  had  as  much  business  as  tbey 
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Attend  to,  independently  oFthe  matter  under  conflidera- 
:ion.  It  therefore  teemed  to  him  to  be  proper  that 
ihis  proposition  should  be  sent  to  a  special  committee, 
[t  was  highly  important  that  an  investigation  should  be 
made,  and  thoroughly  made.  It  was  important  to  the 
people  of  the  District  that  this  investigation  should  be 
Yiade,  and  he  therefore  hoped  that  it  would  be  sent  to 
fc  select  committee,  and  let  it  be  the  special  duty  of  that 
committee  to  investigate  this  matter. 

Mr.  LANE  said  he  would  inform  the  gentleman  from 
Mew  York,  [Mr.  Mxirir,]  and  the  House,  that  the  com- 
mittee, so  far  from  having  more  business  than  they  were 
able  to  perform,  had  met  again  and  again  without  having 
any  business  before  them,  and  they  would  be  obliged  to 
gentlemen  if  they  would  give  them  something  to  occupy 
them.  The  Committee  on  the  District  has  as  much  zeal, 
and  as  much  disposition  to  investigate  into  the  affairs  of 
the  banks,  as  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr. 
Thomas]  had,  but  that  gentlenun  seemed  to  want  the 
whole  management  of  the  currency  of  the  District  him- 
self. Perhaps  he  is  afraid  the  currency  of  the  District 
urould  orerwhelm  and  supersede  that  of  Maryland. 

Mr.  THOMAS  said  that  gentlemen  misunderstood 
him.  He  did  not  wish  to  renect  upon  any  committee, 
or  any  member  of  the  House.  He  said  his  constituents 
were  more  interested  in  this  matter  than  those  of  many 
gentlemen { therefore,  they  wished  it  investigated.  They 
wished  to  have  a  sound  currency  in  a  District  with 
which  they  were  so  closely  connected. 

Mr.  LANB  read  the  following  rule: 

RvLi  63.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columl^ia  to  take  into  consideration  all 
such  petitions,  matters,  or  things,  touching  the  said  Dis. 
trict,  u  shall  be  presented,  or  shall  come  in  question, 
and  be  referred  to  them  by  the  House;  and  to  report 
their  opinion  thereon,  together  with  such  propositions 
relative  thereto  as  to  them  shall  seem  expedient. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  s«id  he  was  very  happy  indeed  to 
perceive,  and  he  could  not  forego  the  opportunity  of 
congratulating  the  House  and  the  country  upon  it,  that 
there  appeared  now  to  be  a  universal  and  concurrent 
sentiment  on  the  propriety  of  making  the  examination 
contemplated  by  one  or  the  other  committee  of  the 
House.  As  those  banks  came  there  to  ask  favors  at  the 
bands  of  that  House,  and  as  the  character  of  the  House, 
and  the  interest  of  the  country  at  large,  were  deeply  em- 
barked in  the  applications  made  by  these  banks,  it  was 
only  fit  and  proper  towards  the  House  itself,  and  towards 
the  country  at  large,  that  they  should  know,  and  that  the 
country  should  know,  the  condition  and  circumritancfs 
and  past  conduct  of  these  petitioners.  Every  body  there 
seemed  now  to  agree  to  the  correctness  of  that  proposi- 
tion. He  recollected  the  time  when  another  Institution, 
when  another  bank,  came  there  for  a  similar  purpose,  to 
seek  for  an  extention  of  its  charter;  and  when  one  class 
of  personages  in  that  House  thought  proper  to  propose 
that  an  investigation  should  be  had  into  the  circumstances 
and  condition  of  that  institution;  then  he  well  recollected 
that  the  unanimity  of  sentiment,  now  prevailing  in  the 
minds  of  members  of  that  House,  if  they  might  infer  that 
sentiment  from  what  had  passed  in  the  present  debate, 
wu  all  discord.  Then  the  battle  was  continued  upon 
the  policy,  and  propriety,  and  Justice,  of  making  a  similar 
examination.  It  was  ultimately  carried  that  investigation 
should  be  had;  and  the  results  of  that,  and  a  subsequent 
investigation,  so  far  as  there  was  any  subsequent  investiga- 
tion, were  before  the  country.  Now,  however,  all  doubts 
and  difficulties  upon  the  propriety  of  examination  are 
dissipated,  and  it  was  admitted  on  all  sides  that  there 
should  be  a  thorough  investigation  into  the  condition  and 
circumstances  of  all  these  institutions,  before  the  House 
should  act  on  an  application  for  the  renewal  of  their 
charters. 


The  inquiry  now  was,  b^  what  organ  the  House  should 
make  the  proposed  examination.  By  many  gentlemen 
it  was  supposed  that  this  matter  was  one  of  especial  ref- 
erence to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
the  rule  of  the  House  had  been  read  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  that  that  would  ordinarily  be  the  course.  But 
the  63d  rule,  as  it  appeared  to  him,  even  if  construed  in 
the  strictest  manner,  or  in  the  most  liberal  manner,  could 
not  not  be  supposed  to  embrace  subjects  of  this  charac- 
ter. The  rule  said  it  should  be  the  duty  of  that  commit- 
tee <'to  take  into  consideration  all  petitions,  matters,  or 
things,  touching  the  said  District,"  &c.  This  referred 
to  matters  and  things  that  per  se  related  wholly  to  the 
District,  and  to  nothing  out  of  it,  and  were  within  the 
range  of  its  ordinary  aflPairs.  But  was  this  petition  from 
the  District,  or  relating  (o  the  District  as  a  District?  In 
no  sense  whatever.  ^It  was  a  petition,  it  was  true,  for 
the  recharter  of  certain  banks  within  the  District,  but  in 
no  sense  concerned  the  rights  of  the  citizens  at  large; 
for  the  citizens  of  the  District  and  adjacent  country, 
and  the  whole  community,  were  equally  interested  in  the 
subject.  It  was  not  a  petition  of  the  District,  within  the 
words  or  the  spirit  of  the  rule;  subjects  of  daily  occur- 
rence which  sprung  up,  touching  matters  in  which  the 
District  alone  was  concerned,  were  properly  referrible 
to  this  committee,  within  the  spirit  and  words  of  the 
rule.  This,  he  repeated,  was  not  a  matter  alfectin^  the 
District,  in  any  sense  whatever,  for  it  affected  the  citizens 
there  in  common  with  those  of  the  country  adjacent,  and 
was  not  referrible,  necessarily  referrible,  to  its  committee. 

But  even  if  it  was  within  the  terms  of  the  rule,  it  would 
not  be  within  its  fair  spirit  or  intent;  for  the  rule  was  in- 
tended only  for  ordinary  cases  of  daily  or  annual  occur- 
rence, not  for  extraordinary  occurrences,  such  as  the 
location  of  a  bank,  or  the  renewal  of  a  bank  charter  al- 
ready located,  within  the  limits  of  the  District. 

Mr.  B.  would  make  another  suggestion.  Many  gen- 
tlemen thought  it  was  inexpedient  to  establish  In  this 
place  a  large  bank,  wielding  millions  and  millions  of 
capital,  with  power  to  diffuse  its  branches  throughout 
the  Union,  with  or  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
States  in  which  they  might  be  located.  Let  them  sup- 
pose a  petition  to  come  there  with  that  object,  would  it 
be  referrible  to  the  Committee  on  the  District?  Would 
it  not  with  more  propriety  be  a  fit  subject  for  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means?  Yet  it  would  be  located  in 
the  District;  and,  upon  the  idea  that  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia  was  to  grasp  every  thing  wiihin 
that  location,  such  an  application  must  of  consequence 
go  to  that  committee.  Would  not  such  an  application, 
within  the  fair  spirit  of  the  rule,  and  pursuant  to  the 
course  heretofore  pursued,  go  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  or  perhaps  to  a  select  committee? 
Why,  if  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  were 
to  take  charge  of  every  thing  located  within  the  District, 
the  House  would  have  to  abolish  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings.  It  would  seem  to  him,  therefore,  that 
this  subject  did  not  belong  to  the  former  committee,  and 
that  it  should  be  sent  to  some  other  standing  committee 
of  the  House,  or  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  B.  did  not  design  to  cast  the  slightest  reflection 
upon  the  Committee  on  the  District.  He  had  no  doubt 
that  if  the  duty  devolved  upon  them  it  would  be  most 
promptly,  ably,  and  impartially  executed,  yet  the  duties 
they  had  already  to  perform  were  such  as  to  take  up 
much  of  the  time  that  ahould  be  devoted  to  an  investiga- 
tion of  this  subject.  Mr.  B.  then  referred  to  precedenti 
on  similar  subjects,  and  the  committees  appointed  by 
the  House  on  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  1819,  and 
the  session  1833-'3;  and,  after  some  further  remarks, 
concluded  by  stating  that  he  should  vote  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Tboxas's  motion,  in  which  he  trusted  he  should  be  sus- 
tained by  the  Hoase. 
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Mr.  RVERETI'  roie  to  correct  the  f^ntleman  from 
New  York  in  a  matter  of  fact.  The  gentleman  congratu- 
lated the  House  at  discovenng  so  great  a  unanimity  in 
the  House  on  the  subject  of  investigating  these  banks; 
and,  referring  to  the  proceedings  of  the  House  on  the 
subject  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  seemed  to 
think  there  was  nothing  like  unanimity  on  that  occasion. 
The  gentleman  was  mistaken;  for  so  great  was  the  una- 
nimity on  the  occasion  referred  to,  that  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  not  even  called  for,  and  not  a  particle  of  dis- 
sent was  heard  when  the  motion  waa  put  from  the  Chsir. 
In  reference  to  the  motion  then  before  the  House,  Mr. 
E.  said  he  should  vote  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia;  for  he  thought  the  remarks 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  himself  had  dis- 
qualified him  from  acting  on  any  committee  which  might 
have  this  subject  under  its  investigfation. 

Mr.  SHEPARD  accepted  the  amendment  offered  by 
Mr.  BouLBiir.  as  a  modification  of  bis  motion. 

The  f|ue8tion  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to  refer 
the  petitions  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Colum- 
bis,  with  instructions. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered,  and  were: 

YiAS — Messrs.  John  Q.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman 
Allen,  Bailey,  Bell,  Bond,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Bunch,  John 
Calhoon,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell,  George  Cham- 
bers, John  Chambers,  Childs,  Claiborne,  Clark,  CoflTee, 
Corwin,  Crane,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Deberry,  Denny, 
Dickerson,  Evans,  Everett,  Forester,  Rice  Garland, 
Glascock,  Graham,  Granger,  Graves,  Grayson,  Grennell, 
Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hammond,  Hard,  Hardin,  Harlan, 
Hazeltine,  Hiester,  Hoar,  Howell,  Wm.  Jackson,  Janes, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Lane,  Laporte,  Lawler,  Lawrence, 
Luke  Lea,  Lincoln,  Love,  Lyon,  Samson  Mason, 
Maury,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Morris,  Parker,  James  A. 
Pearce,  Pettigrew,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Pinckney,  Potts, 
Reed,  Rencher,  Rogers,  Russell,  Schenck,  William  B. 
Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Sloane,  Spangler, 
Standefer,  Steele,  Btorer,  Taliaferro,  Underwood,  Vin- 
ton, Washington,  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod 
Williams,  Wise~88. 

Nats^  Messrs.  Barton,  Beale,  Bean,  Beardsley, 
Beaumont,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borden,  Bovee,  Boyd, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Carr,  Casey, 
Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor, 
Craig,  Cramer,  Cushman,  Davis,  Doubleday,  Dromgoote, 
Efner,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  Fowler,  French,  Philo  C.  Ful- 
ler, William  K.  Fuller,  Galbraitb,  James  Garland,  Gillet, 
Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Samuel  S.  Har- 
rison, Albert  G.  Harrison,  Haynes,  Henderson,  Holsey, 
Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  Huntington,  Huntsman, 
Ingham,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jarvis,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave 
Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones.  Judson, 
Kennon,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Klingensmith,  Lansing, 
Joshua  Lee,  Thomaa  Lee,  Leonard,  Loyall,  Lucas, 
Abijah  Mann,  Job  Mann,  Martin,  John  Y.  Mason,  Wil- 
liam Mason,  May,  McCarty,  McKay,  McKeon,  McKim, 
McLiene,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg, 
Owens,  Page,  Parka,  Patterson,  Franklin  Pierce,  Dutee 
J.  Pearce,  Phelps,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds, 
Ripley,  Roane,  Seymour,  Shields,  Smith,  Sprague, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Towns, 
Turner,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Ward- 
well,  Webster,  Weeks— 113. 

So  the  motion  to  refer  the  petitions  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  was  negatived. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Thomas  to  refer  the  petitions  to  a  select  committe'e, 
with  instructions. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  by  unanimous  consent,  withdrew  the 
call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  his  motion,  inasmuch  as 
the  House  had,  by  the  vote  just  Uken,  indicated  a  de- 
cided opinion  on  it. 


Mr.  ADAMS  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  of  tlKis- 
structions  which  provided  that  the  committee  ihootdad 
in  conjtmction  with  any  similar  committee  which  miflit 
be  appointed  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  THOMAS  accepted  the  amendment,  as  t  modi- 
cation  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  moved  to  amend  the  motion,  by  ariknf 
out  so  much  as  provided  that  all  future  metoamU  m 
this  or  similar  objects  be  referred  to  the  nme  cva 
mittee.  If  this  part  of  the  motion  of  tlie  gentleflan  ftea 
Maryland  should  prevail,  it  would  preclude  the  possib^i'T 
of  a  report  during  the  present  session,  before  v^t 
time  not  only  the  charters  of  these  banks,  but  ilso  tk 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  would  eipire.  v!iici| 
would  leave  the  District  entirely  without  a  hinkiifi'v 
stitution.  Under  this  state  of  the  case,  he  wis  pemadtA 
that  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  would  accede  roL^e 
amendment  he  had  proposed. 

Before  the  question  was  taken  on  the  amemiiiRB^ 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  u  >^ 
journment;  which  was  carried;  when 

The  House  adjourned^ 


Thursday,  DacKnaEaSl. 

Messrs.  CLAiBoairz  and  DicKsoir,  RfpreKuu^" 
from  the  State  of  Mississippi,  appeared,  were  quilM 
and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  WARDWELL  moved  to  suspend  thewlf.* 
order  to  enable  him  to  offer  a  resolution  probibtim&'J 
future,  the  use  of  the  hall  of  Repreaentatifei  ofl  >» 
sabbath  as  a  place  of  public  worstyp;  andtbemoiioofB 
rejected. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 

The  House  resumed  the  cansicleration  of  the  rewltit » 
offered  by  Mr.  Thomas,  of  Maryland: 

Maolvedf  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  to^ 
quire  into  the  condition  of  the  currency  of  Hie  W'^ 
of  Columbia,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  other  ix*^ 
rials  which  may  be  presented  to  the  present  Con^w* 
praying  for  an  extension  of  the  charters  of  llieexi*^ 
banks  in  said  District  of  Columbia,  or  for  liie  rta^^' 
ment  of  any  other  bank  or  banks  in  their  «»» '•  f?^ 
examine  into  the  condition  of  the  currency  of  m  ^ 
trict;  to  inspect  the  books  and  to  examine  •"*•*!*'£ 
ceedings  of  said  banks,  to  ascertain  whether  tlieir^ 
ters  have  been  violated  or  not,  and  whether  wy  tM» 
or  malpractices  have  existed  in  their  managtm^"-  ^ 
send  for  persons  and  papers,  to  examine  ^'*"^^ 
oath,  and  to  appoint  a  clerk  to  record  their  P«f^°'^ 

Mr.  BOULDIN  said  that,  on  looking  e»"^™''>?J 
the  instructions  moved  by  the  gentleman  froro/Miirp*j 
[Mr.  Thomas,]  it  did  not  appear  to  follow  neceaj^J 
that  all  memorials  and  petitions  should  be  Pff^^'v^j, 
the  committee  before  their  final  action  on  lbenii»J^, 
Although  it  did  appear,  from  the  general  coniett    ' 
all  memorials  and  petitions  should  be  laid  be^ 
committee  before  their  final  action;  •«*  .»*^"J"^^v 
might  be,  and  probably  was,  a  propriety  in  the  eoo^ 
tee  having  every  thing  before  them  in  re"^**?;' 
subject,  still  it  did  not  necessarily  follow  that  ««rj 
mittee  should  make  no  report  until  the  whole  u»b 
expired  during  which  they  had  the  right  to  re^ 
them.    Believing  the  committee  would  report », 
as  possible,  and  that  all  the  memorials,  P^J'JjT'ii^ 
views,  in  regard  to  this  matter,  would  be  ^\^ 
them  as  soon  as  possible,  he  would  withdraw  ^^^^ 
to  strike  out.     He  did  not  wish  to  throw  any  w^  ^^ 
the  way  of  immediate  and  efficient  acUon  itF^a 
subject.  .  F^ 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louisians,  desired  to  bein"^^ 
whether  the  House  had  the  power,  under  the cnino» 
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hese  banks,  to  make  the  proposed  investigfttion?  His 
'ote  would  depend  on  the  answer  which  might  be  given 
o  this  inquiry. 

Mr.  THOMAS  said  that  the  banks  of  the  District  were 
ipplying  to  Congress  for  an  extension  of  their  charters, 
nd  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  they  could  obtain 
heir  object  unless  they  submitted  to  a  reasonable  exam- 
nation.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  committee  transcend 
heir  powers,  the  directors  of  the  banks,  knowing  their 
ights,  would  not  submit  to  it.  From  the  fact  that  these 
:orporations  are  asking  privileges,  they  would  not  re- 
train the  committee  in  any  reasonable  examination,  and 
he  House  itself  has  the  power  to  adjudicate  between 
he  committee  and  the  banks. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  offered  the  following  amendment, 
IS  an  additional  instruction  to  the  committee: 

And  that  the  said  committee  be  instructed  to  report 

0  this  House  the  names  and  persons,  dates  and  amounts 
>f  all  loans  made  by  the  District  banks  to  members  of 
:;ongress  or  other  officers  of  the  Government,  since  the 
ist  day  of  October,  1833. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  said,  in  offering  the  amendment,  it 
VAS  not  his  intention  to  detain  the  House  with  an^  de- 
ailed  reasons  in  its  support.  Its  object  was  plam  on 
he  face  of  it.  It  would  be  recollected  that,  in  the  in- 
vestigation which  was  made  some  years  since  into  the 
iffairs  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  such  an  inquiry 
M  he  now  proposed  by  his  amendment  was  made,  and, 
19  the  result  of  that  inquiry,  the  names  of  many  distin- 
guished men  were  held  up  to  the  scorn  of  the  public  as 
)eing  under  the  corrupt  influence  of  the  bank.  His  ob- 
ect  was  to  have  the  inquiry  as  broad,  as  thorough,  and 
learching,  as  it  was  on  the  former  occasion  {  and  he 
vould  content  himself  with  submitting  it  to  the  decision 
>f  the  House,  merely  asking  the  favor  to  grant  him  the 
kyes  and  noes  on  jLhe  question. 

Mr.  CAMBRELEN6  asked  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania to  withdraw  his  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  as  no 
one,  he  presumed,  would  oppose  the  proposition. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  of  Maryland,  entertained,  he  said,  a 
(omewhat  different  view  of  the  proposition,  and  could 
lOt  support  it,  unless  it  was  so  modified  as  to  give  the 
committee  discretionary  power  to  report  the  names  or 
lot.  This  was  what  was  done  in  the  case  of  the  Bank 
>f  the  United  States.  The  committee  were  furnished 
>y  the  president  of  the  bank  with  a  list  of  the  members 
Arho  had  had  transactions  with  the  institution;  but  fhat 
ist  never  saw  the  light.  It  was  not  made  a  part  of  the 
'eport  of  the  committee. 

Fur  one,  he  was  unwilling  to  consent  to  that  investi- 
^tion,  for  the  reason  that  there  was  no  law  prohibiting 

1  member  of  Congress  from  borrowing  of  the  United 
Mattes  Bank.  Unless  there  was  g^d  reason  to  suspect 
ome  illegality  or  impropriety  in  private  transactions,  he 
uras  unwilling  to  give  them  publicity.  He  was  willing 
hat  the  gross  amoant  loaned  by  the  deposite  bank  to 
nembers  and  other  public  functionaries  should  be  sta- 
ed,  and  that  individual  transactions  should  be  reported, 
n  cases  marked  by  any  impropriety.  He  would  ask  the 
rentleman  to  modify  his  motion  so  as  to  give  the  com- 
ninittee  discretionary  power  to  disclose  private  trans- 
actions, where  there  was  any  ground  for  a  disclosure. 
tie  knew  no  instance  of  any  transaction  of  the  kind, 
lor  had  he  the  slightest  apprehension  that  any  had  ta- 
cen  place  which  could,  in  the  slightest  degree,  impeach 
lie  conduct  of  any  member  on  this  floor,  or  of  any  offi- 
cer of  the  Government.  Should  any  such  case  be  dis- 
;overed,  however,  the  individual  concerned,  whether 
riend  or  foe,  would  meet  with  no  protection  from  him. 
rie  was  only  desirous  that  the  instruction  should  not  im- 
>ose  on  the  committee  the  necessity  of  making  public 
»rivate  trantactiuna  oi  a  nature  with  which  the  public 
i»d  no  concern. 

Vol.  XH.— 133 


Mr.  BEARDSLEY  asked  the  reading  of  the  amend- 
ment, and,  after  it  was  read,  remarked  that  he  cared 
ytry  little  whether  it  was  adopted  or  not.  He  did  not 
think  it  of  any  sort  of  moment  whether  they  ascertained 
the  names  of  all  the  public  officers  of  the  Government, 
or  of  all  the  members  of  Congress,  who  might  have  bor- 
rowed money  of  one  or  other  of  the  banks  of  the  Dis- 
trict, since  one  of  the  local  banks  became  the  depos- 
itory of  the  public  money.  Let  those  who  were  inter- 
ested in  the  inquiry  take  the  consequences,  if  any  should 
follow. 

Mr.   B.  rose  principally,  he  said,  to  notice  something 
that  fell  from  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
about  an  examination  that  took  place,  of  a  similar  char- 
acter to  the  present,  in  relation  to  tlie  debtors  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.     He  understood  that  gentle- 
man to  say  that  a  list  of  members  of  Congress,  indebted 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  branches,  had 
been  furnished  by  the  officers  of  that  institution  to  the 
committee  of  investigation  in  1832,  and  that  that  list 
had  not,  from  that  time  to  this,  seen  the  light.     Now, 
Mr.  B.  himself  recollected  to  have  seen  that  list  during 
the  session  of  1832,  and  he  was  very  glad  to  learn  on 
the  present  occasion,  in  a  public  way,  from  one  of  the 
committee,  as  he  heard  it    before  stated  by  common 
report  at  that  time,  that  the  list  possessed  by  the  commit- 
tee had  been  furnished  by  the  officers  of  th&t  institu- 
tion; for  he  could  state  one  fact  within  his  own  knowl- 
edge, touching  the  accuracy,  or  the  ^ross  inaccuracy, 
rather,  of  that  statement.     Thht  list  set  forth,  among 
other  things,  that  a  particular  individual,  then  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress,  who  never  borrowed  a  farthing  of  the 
bank  or  its  branches  in  his  life,  was  indebted  to  it  in  the 
sum  of  three,  four,  Ave,  or  six  thousand  dollars.     That 
statement,  so  far  as  that  individual  was  concerned,  was 
in  no  sense  true,  and  never  was  true,  and  those  who  fur- 
nished that  list  must  have  known  it  was  not  tnie  at  the 
time  they  furnished  it.     The  list  called  for  was  of  those 
who  were  indebted  to  the  hank.     The  individual  refer- 
red to,  it  was  true,  had  endorsed  for  other  persons,  who 
were  his  friends,  and  who  were  themselves  indebted  to 
the  bank,  but  the  paper  was  never  protested,  and  yet 
he  was  held  up  by  the  officers  of  that  institution  as  an 
original  debtor  to  the  bank,  and  as  one  who  had  taken 
and  used  its  money.     The  object  must  have  been,  as  the 
effect  would  have  been  if  the  list  had  been  published,  to 
induce  the  public  to  believe  that  that  individual  was  un- 
der the  same  obligations  as  others  were.     He  could  well 
imagine  that  those  who  furnished  that  list  were  utterly 
ashamed  that  it  should  have  shown  its  face,  for  the  state- 
ment referred  to  he  knew  to  be  untrue,  both  in  spirit 
and  in  fact.     It  was  very  well  it  did  not  see  the  light, 
for  he  believed  it  was  full  of  misrepresentations  in  other 
respects  also. 

With  regard  to  the  present  inquiry,  Mr.  B.  said,  lim- 
ited as  it  was,  he  did  not  see  that  it  imposed  a  very  bur- 
densome duty  upon  the  committee  that  should  be  ap- 
pointed to  make  the  investigation}  nor  did  be  know  that 
it  would  be  doing  injustice  to  members  of  Congress,  if 
such  there  were,  who  might  have  borrowed  money  of  the 
local  banks  in  that  District,  nor  to  officers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, if  they  should  have  done  so,  as  they  might 
have  done,  for  aught  he  knew.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
that  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  would  assent  to  the 
proposition,  and  agree  that  the  examination  might  be 
maoe. 

Mr.  THOMAS  said,  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Beabdslxt,]  that  he  rose  bimply  to  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  modify  his  amend- 
ment BO  as  to  make  it  conform  to  the  instructions  to  the 
committee  in  1333.  He  was  not  to  be  understood  as  op- 
posing the  amendment.  He  merely  rose  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman to  modify  it. 
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Mr.  W.  B.  SHCPARO  Mid  he  was  wery  sorry  that 
tbe  other  misociatea  of  Uie  gentleman  from  Maryland  on 
the  committee  which  inveatigated  the  concerns  oF  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  in  1333  were  not  here  to 
repel  the  charge  brought  against  the  institution  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Biakdslst.]  It  was 
extremely'  to  be  regretted  that  a  grave  charge  of  false- 
hood agamst  so  respectable  an  institution  as  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  should  pais  without  notice,  if  the  in- 
dividual making  it  was  himself  worthy  of  any  notice.  He 
regretted  that  the  subject  coald  not  undergo  an  investi- 
gation at  once»  in  order  that  it  might  be  seen  upon 
whom  would  rest  the  charge  of  falsehood.  He  did  not 
know  all  the  officers  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
but  he  knew  them  well  enough  to  know  that  they  were 
quite  as  incapable  of  ftilsehood  as  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  and  he  believed  tbem  to  be  as  pure  as  any 
member  of  this  House.  Yes,  said  Mr.  S.,  as  pure  as 
any  body  of  men  in  the  world.  He  hoped  the  resolution 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  would  be  adopted^ 
in  the  exact  words  in  which  it  was  offered.  He  did  not 
think  it  discreditable  to  borrow  money  of  banks,  and  there 
was  no  reason  why  borrowers  should  be  ubamed  to  let 
their  names  go  before  the  public.  He  felt' no  shame 
when  his  name  was  published  in  his  district  as  a  borrower 
from  the  bank.  He  did  borrow,  and  give  ample  secu- 
ity  for  the  loan,  and  repaid  the  loan.  He  saw  no  reason 
why  any  transaction  of  the  soK  should  be  kept  secret, 
and  he  was  in  favor  of  publishing  the  amount  of- the 
loans,  and  the  namea  of  those  to  whom  they  were  made. 

Mr.  BEARD SLEY  said  he  should  not  say  that  there 
were  not  gentlemen  engaged  in  conducting  the  affairs 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  pure  as  any  gen- 
tleman In  that  House,  or  elsewhere.  Upon  that  he 
formed  no  opinion.  He  opoke  of  a  particular  transac- 
tion. They  were  now  informed,  by  a  gentleman  who 
had  the  means  of  knowing,  that  a  list  of  members  stated 
to  be  debtors  to  the  bank  had  been  furnished  by  the 
bank,  or  rather  by  the  officers  of  that  institution*  and 
Mr.  B.  having  seen  that  list,  and  knowing  one  of  its 
statements  to  be  untrue,  he  was  willing  to  state  a  fact 
to  the  House  that  was  within  hi&  own  knowledge.  He 
did  not  say  that  being  indebted  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  was  disreputable;  and  if  the  individual  referred  to 
had  been  indebted  to  tlie  bank,  Mr.  B.  had  no  doubt  be 
would  have  been  as  willing  that  the  House  and  the 
country  ahould  know  it  as  was  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  ADAMS  wished  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Beaedslet]  to  inform  him  where,  when,  and 
by  whom,  the  document  which  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  [Mr.  Thomas]  had  stated  had  not  been  report- 
ed by  the  committee  of  1832  to  the  House,  had  been 
communicated  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Bsabdslbt,]  and  what  evidence  he  had  that  the  docu- 
ment communicated  to  him  was  the  same  which  the 
committee  bad  withheld  from  the  House. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  was  just  as  ready  to  answer  that 
question  as  any  thing  else.  The  paper  in  question  was 
shown  to  Mr.  B.  in  that  Imll,  by  one  who,  he  believed, 
was  a  member  of  the  committee,  although  he  was  not 
ab^le  to  recollect  the  gentleman's  name.  Mr.  B.  saw 
tlie  entry;  the  paper  was  represented  to  him  as  (he 
original  paper  furnished  by  the  bank,  and,  for  that 
reason,  he  believed  it  to  be  a  genuine  paper. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  said  that  the  fact  stated  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  that  a  list  of  the  debtors  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  in  the  possession  of 
the  committee  of  investigation,  and  submitted  to  him  and 
his  friends  for  inspection,  furnished  the  best  reason  for 
bis  declining  to  accede  to  the  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Marprland  so  to  modify  his  amendment  as  to 
leave  it  discretionary  with  the  committee  to  report  such 


names  and  cases  ss  they  should  thmk  proper.  He  wte. 
no  secret  lists,  to  which  ttie  irentleman  firom  KfwT« 
and  his  friends  might  have  access,  and  from  vhich  xter* 
tions  might  be  made^  so  as  to  hold  up  to  the  pai>U<V 
names  of  particular  individuals,  as  under  the  camft 
influence  of  any  of  the  banks.  Nor  did  he  viili  ti  pr 
it  in  the  power  of  the  committee  to  be  appotnRfdi^ 
select  tlie  persons  and  transacttons  which  tbey  v%> 
report  to  the  House.  All  the  evidence  they  take,  ilt 
the  infornuition  they  receive,  oaght  to  be  nihiniacd :? 
the  House,  which  is  to  judge  of  the  propriety  or  \a^ 
priely  of  the  management  of  the  instituiiow  wh« 
affairs  are  to  be  investigated.  He  had  no  doobt  te 
committee  to  be  appointed  by  the  Chair  would  do  b 
duty;  but  he  did  not  wish  it  placed  in  such  a  sHoitka » 
to  be  exposed  even  to  the  charge  of  partiiStr  of 
therefore  wished  in  this  matter  to  give  then  M*a«- 
tion.  He  wished  a  deep,  thorough  inveslipl»  J»  « 
made,  and  the  result  of  thatinvesfUgationrepoMto^M 

House,  so  that  each  and  every  member  coM}f^ 
opportunity  of  seeing  it,  and  drawing  his  own  w««« 
from  the  facts  disclosed.  , 

Mr.  J.  Q.  ADAMS  rose  and  said:  Mr.  Spakfivi 
shall  be  under  the  neceanty  of  voting  against  the  a^ 
ment  of  the  gentkoian  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  >kl^' 
VAV,]  and  against  the  instructions  propoied  bj  w 
gentleman  from  Maryknd,  [Mr.  T«oMAs;]andthittt^ 
grounds  which  I  have  a^aumed,  from  the  time  Uajoj 
examination  into  the  al&irs  of  banks  was  M  bmp 
before  this  House. 

At  the  first  session  of  the  twenty-tecond  CofJ"* 

sir,  when  the  first  investigation  into  t*>«*^"J^ 
United  States  Bank  was  determined  upon  by  the  Hov 
of  RepresenUtives,  and  a  committee  was  sppomi^ 
that  purpose,  I  distinctly  took  the  ground  ^^"°.?a|^ 

ination  into  the  private  accounts  of  *'^*^"*"*^*  jieri 
bank  was  a  proper  subject  of  investigstion;  wo» "' 
considerable  debate,  which  lasted  for  several  o»y^jr 
was  the  determination  of  the  House  at  that  tin«»*?J^ 
powers  of  the  committee  of  investigation  **'*' ^ 
resolution  which  authorized  that  investigatjon,  so  ufl^ 
and  confined.     I,  sir,  had  the  honor  of  being  *JJ^ 
of  that  committee;  and,  upon  their  arrival  *"  f  igj^^ 
phia,  upon  their  commencing  the  duties  ^^1°^ 
among  the  propositions  and  demands  made  by  tne  ^^ 
mittee  was  one  to  this  effect:  a  list  of  the  debtor*  w^ 
United  States  Bank,  being  members  of  Congre»^{ 
I  resisted  and  opposed  the  motion  in  the  cofDmnc^ 
opposed  it  to  the  utmost  extent  of  mjr  po^*'*^j. 
tended  that  it  was  not  in  the  authority  gireo  to  iw 
mittee  by  the  House;  that  it  had  not  been  *e  »^  ^ 
of  the  House  that  such  power  should  be  **^'*^f. 
thst  committee.    The  majority  of  the  coinm»««^    . 
ever,  determined  otherwiae.     The  question  *»»  ij|^ 
And  at  that  time,  air,  precisely  the  •«»«  ^J^ii^ 
Uken  as  is  now  taken— that  it  was  not  with  the  im  ^^ 
of  exposing  the  private  tranaactiona  of  "*•'"*''*'* -o^  rf 
gresa  with  the  bank— that  it  was  not  for  ^^J^J[^  « i 
being  able  to  point  at  this  man,  *n^'*y*,'*|(kesise 
man  who  has  been  bought  by  the  bank,"  »nd  atin^^  ^ 
time  to  suppress  the  name  of  another  mso  *  ..^ 
equally  liable  to  that  objection;  but  that  it  V^^^^^^ 
tionary  power,  to  be  exercised  by  the  ^^^^^^^^^^rf^ 
public  interest,  in  order  that  they  might  "*  ^ 
whether  it  would  be  a  proper  thing  for  thetn    .  ^Qtbe 
to  this  House  or  not.     Sir,  the  questioo  ««*  P"  jj^, 
officers  of  the  bank  to  furnish  sucb  a  list*    ^^^f^\!Siit 
and  to  that  committee,  the  preaident  and  direcj<)<'  ^  -^ 
United  Sutes  Bank  unfolded  every  thing;  ^^l^pi- 
voluntarily;  and  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  it  vas *^^ 
nied,  at  the  same  time,  by  a  notice,  from  the  p    ^ 
of  tlie  institution,  that  the  bank  did  not  wish  to  ^>^  ^ 
any  reserved  power  of  withholding  evidence 
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pr  esident  and  directors  might  be  JatUfled  in  denyingr» 
bttt  that  they  were  desirous  to  lay  open  every  thing:  to 
th«  view  of  the  committee.    Nothing*  that  was  asked 
wuB  denied  t  and,  in  consequence  of  that  request,  along 
list  of  members  of  Congress^  and  of  officers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, was  furnished,*  and  letters  from  persons  high 
in  office,  soliciting  loans  for  a  long  period  of  time,  for  a 
series  of  years,  was  eihibited  to  the  committee.     Sir,  it 
wras  a  two-edged  sword,  for  it  cut  on  both  sidesj  and 
IV  hen  the  committee  got  It,  they  determined  to  keep  it 
lo  themselves.    They  did  this  against  my  opinion i  for  I 
Mras  as  strenuous  and  as  earnest  to  have  Hhat  paper  re- 
ported  here,  as  I  bad  been  against  calling  for  it  from  the 
sank.     And  it  may  be  within  the  memory  of  a  portion 
sf  the  members  of  this  House,  that,  in  a  report  which  I 
separately  made  upon  this  subject,  I  brought  before  the 
Ff  iiuse,  upon  my  own  authority,  a  list  of  the  members 
>f  Congress  who  had  received  favors  from  the  bank. 
Sir,  this  also  was  a  two-edged  sword,  which  cut  both 
vays;  for  it  cut  in  such  a  way  that  I  did  not  know 
vh«ther  I  should  be  suffered  to  remain  a  member  of  this 
louse  for  having  presented  it.    This  is  in  the  memory 
>r  members  of  this  House,  who  were  also  members  of 
hat.     Let  us,  then,  have  no  discretionary  powers.     If 
lie  committee  must  grope  into  secret  transactions,  in 
>rder  that  they  may  pomt  at  A,  B,  and  C,  and  keep 
>ack  the  names  of  D,  E,  and  F,  T,  at  least,  am  opposed 

0  such  a  state  of  facts.  1  say,  fur  play  is  a  jewel;  let 
IS  ha%'e  both  sides  of  the  question.  And  still  more  do  I 
iesire  that  these  things  may  be  done  in  a  fair  and  open 
nanner,  so  that  four  or  five  years  hence  no  base  accusa- 
ions  against  the  United  States  Bank  may  be  made  of 
alse  returns,  wlien  they  have  not  the  means  to  prove 
hat  the  returns  were  not  false;  that  no  separate,  and 
private,  ami  secret  communications  of  documents  before 
he  committee,  true  or  false,  may  be  produced  against 
he  president  and  directors  of  the  United  States  Bank, 
when  they  have  not  the  means  to  defend  themselves 
tgainst  it. 

Now,  sir,  I  say  that,  upon  the  opinion  I  have  uniform- 
y  entertained,  I  cannot  vote  for  the  amendment  of  the 
nember  from  Pennsylvania.  I  do  not  wish  to  know 
vhat  notes,  bonds,  or  obligations,  whether  as  principals 
>r  endorsers,  gentlemen  around  me,  all  of  whom  I  es- 
eem  as  men  of  honor,  have  with  these  banks.  I  say 
his:  that  in  the  list  which  was  presented  to  the  commit- 
ee  before,  of  all  the  transactions  which  were  exhibited 
if  members  of  Congress,  as  well  as  of  officers  of  the 
government,  there  was  no  transaction  whatever  which, 
n  my  opinion,  could  affect  the  character  of  any  one 
nan  upon  either  side  of  the  House,  in  any  disadvan- 
Bgeous  way.  There  was  nothing  dishonorable;  nothing 
trhich  any  man  implicated  need  to  have  been  ashamed 
if.  But  there  were  things  in  relation  to  members  of 
Iiis  House  which  probably  might  have  been  pointed 
>ut  to  their  constituents  at  the  ne&t  election,  and  made 
he  instruments  of  party  seal  or  personal  malignitjr,  to 
njure  them,  lliere  might  have  been  things  of  that 
ort  then,  and  there  may  be  now.  I  know  not  whether 
here  were  or  not;  for,  as  to  myself,  having  heretofore 
aken  a  deep  interest  in  the  proceedings  of  the  House 

1  relation  to  banks,  and  particularly  of  the  Bank  of  the 
Jnited  States,  and  standing  here,  as  I  have  stood  be- 
bre,  to  vindicate  the  honor  of  those  absent  high  and 
lonorable  men,  the  officers  of  that  institution,  from  slan- 
ler,  I  think  it  necessary  to  say,  that  never,  since  I  have 
lad  a  seat  in  this  House,  have  f,  in  any  sense,  bad  a  per* 
onal  interest  of  any  kind  in  that  bank,  either  as  a  stock- 
iolder  or  a  debtor. 

Upon  these  grounds,  sir,  I  shall,  as  I  have  stated,  a1- 
hough  reluctantly,  vote  against  the  proposition  of  my 
nend  from  Pennsylvania,  and  I  shall  vote  also  against 
he  instructions  proposed  by  the  member  from  Mary- 


land, because  I  conceive  those  instructions  to  be  fiir  too 
extensive — far  more  than  thia  House  of  honorable  men 
ought  to  authorise  any  committee  to  inquire  into.    And 
I  shall  give  this  vote  the  more  readily,  sir,  because  the 
member  from  New  York  yesterday  congratulated  the 
House  that  now  gentlemen  were  more  readv  to  go  into 
an  inquiry,  and  that  in  former  times  there  nad  been  a 
ffreat  struggle  against  the  inquiry.     Sir,  I  struggle  now 
for  what  I  have  always  struggled.    I  cannot  consent  to 
any  examination  which  shall  go  into  the  private  affairs 
of  others  who  are  not  present  to  defend  themselves.    I 
cannot  consent  to  justify  any  thing  which  bears  the  ap- 
pearance of  doubt  in  relation  to  any  transactions  of  pri- 
vate individuals  with  banks.     I  have  the  same  objectioh 
now  which  I  always  had,  and  I  have  another  objection 
to  the  instructions  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland. 
They  propose  to  refer  not  only  the  memorial  now  be- 
fore the  House,  but  all  possible  memorials  that  can  comb 
here  praying  for  the  reclurter  of  (he  present  banks,  or 
for  the  charter  of  any  new  banks  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, during  the  whole  session  of  Congress,  to  the 
same  select  committee.    To  refer  papers  to  come  here- 
after!   tt  is  contrary  to  all  the  rules  of  the  House  to 
make  them  a  standing  committee  for  every  thing,  to 
prejudge  a  question  which  has  not  yet  been  even  pre- 
sented.    Who  knows  but  that  to-morrow  a  memorial 
may  come  here  for  the  establishment  of  a  new  bank  ih 
the  District  of  Columbia,  not  connected  with  any  one  of 
the  present  banks.'    Well,  by  these  instructions,  yoa 
will  refer  the  memorial  beforehand,  because  here  are 
certain  gfentlemen  appointed  to  keep  watch  over  it. 
Not  that  1  distrust  thoee  who  majr  be  appointed  the  com- 
mittee, for  I  believe  that  they  will  be  all  honorable  men, 
but  this  resolution  proposes  that  the  House  shall  intrust 
all  memorials  to  this  committee  for  six  months  to  come. 
Sir,  I  believe  that  this  is  an  unexampled  trust;  I  do  not 
know  anpr  instance  of  it  that  has  ever  happened.     But 
the  original  proposition  went  further,  and  authorized 
the  committee  of  the  House  to  enter  into  private  con- 
sultation with    any  committee   of  the   Senate  which 
might  be  appointed  for  making  a  similar  investigation; 
not  a  joint  committee,  such  as  is  usually  appointed;  but 
it  authorized  this  private  committee  of  discretion  to  en- 
ter into  private  consultation  with  any  committee  of  th6 
Senate  which  might  be  appointed  for  a  simitar  purpose— 
a  proceeding  utterly  repugnant  to  every  rule  and  prin- 
ciple of  intercourse  between  the  two  Houses.    I  do  not 
know  but  that  we  might  as  well  add  that  every  memori- 
al, public  or  private,  which  shall  be  presented  here  fur 
the  next  six  months — from  now  to  the  end  of  the  ses- 
sion—shall be  confided  to  this  committee,  with  discre- 
tion to  do  just  what  they  please  with  it. 

It  appears  to  me,  sir,  that  these  instructions  transcend 
all  the  powers  usually  given  to  committees.  For  my- 
self, I  am  not  willing  that  any  such  committee  sliould  be 
appointed. 

Mr.  CAMBR£LENG  said,  having  differed  in  his 
views  on  this  question,  in  1833,  from  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  he  would  state  his  reasons  for  it. 
Some  gentlemen  on  this  floor  brought  strong  allegations 
against  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and,  so  far  f^om 
resisting  an  investigation  of  those  charges,  the  friends 
of  the  institution  owed  it  to  themselves  and  it  to  afford 
every  opportunity  to  probe  them  to  the  bottom.  When 
the  committee  was  orgsnized  and  met,  the  president  of 
the  bank  took  a  course  precisely  opposite  to  that  taken 
by  the  friends  of  the  institution  on  this  floor,  and  chal- 
lenged the  most  rigid  scrutiny.  The  rule  adopted  on 
that  occaaion  by  the  committee  was  one  which,  he 
hoped,  would  govern  this  and  every  similar  committee. 
It  was  this:  that  no  private  transaction,  unless  it  was 
supposed  to  be  of  a  corrupt  nature,  should  be  dragged' 
before  the  public.    This  rule  applied  to  the  transactions 
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nr,  to  contrast  the  courte  of  the  agents  of  Michigan,  and 
of  the  gentleman  from  MaasachusettUt  with  that  hereto- 
fore pursued  by  the  delegation  from  (Ihio  in  the  conduct 
of  this  question.  The  Senate  of  the  United  Sutes,  at 
each  session  of  the  last  Congress,  passed  a  bill  to  confirm 
the  boundary  of  Ohio.  It  to  happened  that  there  was  a 
member  from  the  State  of  Ohio  on  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  and  on  the  Committee  o»  the  Territories. 
A  gentleman  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  not  now  a  member 
of  this  House,  had  in  both  instances  moved  the  commit- 
ment of  the  bill  to  a  select  committee,  stating  to  the 
House,  ai  his  reason  for  so  doing,  that  it  was  the  deiire 
of  the  Ohio  delegration  that  the  committee  should  be 
composed  wholly  from  States  having  no  interest  in  the 
question  in  dispute i  and  at  the  same  time  ei pressing  a 
wish  that  be  might  not  be  named  as  chairman  of  the 
committee,  at  the  head  of  which  he  would  be  entitled  by 
courtesy  to  be  placed,  as  the  mover  of  the  order.  In 
both  instances,  the  committee  was  organised  according 
to  the  request  of  the  mover.  Now,  sir,  t  leave  the 
course  or  the  delegation  from  Ohio  to  speak  for  itself, 
when  contrasted  with  this  attempt  of  the  agents  of  Mich- 
igan to  obtain  a  one-sided  report. 

Tbe  gentleman  seems  to  think  that,  t>ecause  the  mem- 
bers from  Ohio  ntay  vote  upon  this  question,  he,  as  the 
avowed  partisan  of  Michigan,  may,  with  the  aaroe  pro- 
priety, preside  over  the  committee  who  shall  report  the 
facts  and  law  to  the  House.  If  any  member  from  the 
State  of  Ohio  should  attempt  to  take  charge  of  the  ques- 
tion as  chairman  of  the  committee,  or  to  thrust  himself 
into  the  committee  as  a  member  of  it,  then,  and  not  till 
then,  will  the  analogy  between  us  and  the  gentleman's 
present  position  hold  goodf  and  no  gentleman  can  deny 
that  a  member  fi-om  Ohio  might  not  be  placed  on  the 
committee  with  as  much  propriety  as  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  can  be  permitted  to  retain  his  place 
on  it. 

The  gentleman  has  informed  you,  and  his  statement  is 
true,  that  at  the  last  session  a'week  was  consumed  in 
debating  this  question  before  the  select  committee. 
The  statement  itself  must  satisfy  every  member  of  this 
body  of  the  impossibility  of  making  the  Question,  in  all 
its  details,  understood  in  the  House f  and  that,  in  coming 
to  its  decision,  it  must  rely  mainly  upon  the  industry, 
impartiality,  and  cautious  scrutiny  of  the  committee.  A 
right  understanding  of  it  involves  tbe  necessity  of  going 
back  to  the  very  foundation  of  the  legislative  and  politi- 
cal biatory  of  the  western  country  i  of  entering  into  a 
comparison  of  the  early  and  modem  geography  of  the 
country,  and  the  true  constructiun  of  a  complicated 
series  of  Isws  and  ordinances,  through  a  period  of  half  a 
century.  Ancient  and  modern  maps  must  be  examined. 
The  very  number  of  the  House  rendera  it  impracticable 
for  each  member,  as  tbe  debate  progresses,  to  obtain  a 
personal  inspection  and  explanation  of  them,  while  tbe 
committee,  from  tbe  smallness  of  its  number,  can  sit 
down  and  go  through  all  the  details  and  fiicts  with  the 
caution  and  accuracy  of  which  the  proceedings  of  a 
judicial  tribunal  are  susceptible.  To  commit  such  a  ques- 
tion, involving  rights  of  vital  importance  to  three  States 
of  the  Union,  into  the  charge  of  one  who  has  already 
avowed  his  hostility  to  them«  is  worse  than  mockery. 

Again,  sir:  this  subject  is  brought  here  for  the  action 
of  the  House  upon  it.  I  cannot  forget  that  the  gentle- 
n|an  from  Massachusetts  at  the  lut  session  of  Congress, 
d^lared  it  as  his  opinion  that  there  ought  to  be  no  action 
of  Congress  upon  this  subject)  and  yet,  sir,  strange  as  it 
may  seem,  the  gentleman  comes  forward  and  proffers  to 
take  it  into  bis  charge,  while,  at  the  same  time,  be  gives 
ut  ample  evidence  that  his  opinion  has  undergone  no 
change.  Now,  sir,  I  am  for  putting  it  in  the  charge  of 
those  who  will  bring  it  forward  for  the  action  and  de- 
cision of  the  House.    The  gentleman,  sir«  from  MasM- 


chusettt,  has  disqualified  liimaelf  from  takinfif this  iub\ 
into  his  handn,  not  only  by  his  declaration  tint  ik^ 
ought  to  be  no  action  upon  it,  but  also  by  hiscrwieU 
session,  when  it  was  under  his  charge.  A  speech  ^-' 
gentleman,  made  at  the  last  session,  which  vnt  ! 
rounds  of  tbe  country,  and  has  been  several  tinin'e^' 
red  to  during  this  debate,  would  naturally  kid  >!'« 
did  not  know  the  facts  to  suppose  the  bill,  then  ti- 
bia charge  as  chairman  of  the  committee,  bad  ^ 
under  the  consideration  of  Congress  at  the  Une  i:  i^ 
delivered.  Not  so,  sir.  Tbe  gentleman,  imtn^? 
asking  the  commitment  of  the  bill  when  it  was  ifp|' 
back  from  tlie  aelect  committe?,  or  taking  any  orir 
reference  to  it,  lell  it  where,  in  the  then  state  of  t^ 
nessin  the  House,  it  was  altogether  impossible  for  ^ 
friends  to  bring  it  before  tbe  House.  While  th:  t 
was  thus  situated,  at  a  time  when  it  was  not  hei«tti 
House,  the  gentleman  went  out  of  his  way,  and  bt^- 
the  pale  of  the  niles  of  the  House,  to  aaail  the  bil  r: 
to  pronounce  a  violent  philippic  against  it  and  tbe  Sr>-^ 
interested  in  it.  It  was  impossible  to  make  in/rrir 
to  the  assertions  then  made  by  the  gentleisw,  ^ 
because  the  merits  of  so  complicated  a  subject  c^ 
not  be  gone  into  in  detail  when  the  bill  vss  ii0t  htion 
the  House,  and  because  the  state  of  iu  bii»ne9«^J' 
not  justify  the  necessary  consumption  of  tine  Kf^'^ 
to  enter  into  the  discussion. 

The  member  [Mr.  Bixitbt]  of  the  select  coa*^" 
who,  as  has  been  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Mib  , 
chusetis,  dissented  from  the  opinion  of  (he  other  &  I 
and  who  is  not  now  a  member  of  this  House,  »*  • 
reply,  that  he  would  not  be  drawn  into  the  disc*^' 
of  the  menu  of  the  bill  at  that  timei  but  ihat  whe«^ 
it  should  come  up  for  consideration,  be  was  preptfcd 
ahow  that  the  construction  put  upon  the  or«l"*"f^^' 
irsr,  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  vs>^^^ 
groundless  and  untenable.     That  genllciDSiH^f"**'''^ 
legal  attainments,  has  no  superior  in  this  M**!*,!. 
this  nation,  gave  to  the  aubject  in  all  its  details  ^^r^ 
investigation,  which  brought  him  to  believe m the J'^j 
of  the  claim  of  Ohio,  as  firmly  as  the  gentleinw  fwa  | 
Msssachttsetts  does  in  ita  injustice.  .  ^ ; 

The  gentleman  from  Maasacliu^etts  had  K^'J' ."^ , 
his  way  to  remark,  upon  the  report  of  the  JimJ- ; , 
Committee  of  tbe  Senate  on  the  subject  of  y*^^^ 
boundary,  and  had  seen  fit  to  throw  out  «;;^*",^^  [ 


that  their  report  was  wanting  in  ability,  froo  «^<J^^ 
are  to  infer  it  is  not  entitled  to  our  rcjtpecf.  ^^ 
it  be  or  be  not  in  order  for  tbe  K«"^^«"**".  J^u  i^ 
chusetts  to  Introduce  the  proceedings  of  t'^^/'xLi* 
this  House,  he  (Mr.  V.)  would  not  undertake  \o^ 
but  be  would  state  what  he  knew  of  their  ^^'^ 
gentlemen  might  decide  for  themselves  ww  w  ^ 
opinion  is  entiUed  to  respect.  Tlwt  ^  walu^^ 
composed  of  gentlemen,  not  only  *''^'"*'*^   Ju.  gtiW 

J^uirements,  but  among  the  most  eminent  intn  ^^ 
rom  which  they  came.  The  question  was  *"?:  -,j|t 
rately  argued  before  that  committee.  ^*^^/^^ifli 
could  be  said  in  favor  of  tbe  pretensioni  *>/  "^J^ 
was  said — the  opening  argument  for  ****"'%-, «« 
occupied  an  entire  day  and  a  half.  The  •©"^  ^  »«» 
the  moat  scrupulous  attention  to  ^^^^ .  "£#,,11  fiii 
said,  and  inveatigated  the  subject  in  all  1^  ^^^^ 
tbe  most  cautious  scrutiny.  He  (Mr.  V.)  '^g  j^^fjU 
state  what  occurred  in  the  committee  of  *J[f .  ^^  ^ 
he  was  deputed  by  the  delegation  from  Otuo  ^^ 
the  question  on  behalf  of  the  SUtc  ^'^^'"If  "Lltf*  , 
tec — a  duty  which  he  had  performed.  The  ^^ftbt 
that  committee  came  to  the  unanimous  ^P'"\^j  f^^ 
State  of  Ohio  was  entitled  to  be  confirmed '""jei- 
and  so  reported  to  the  Senate.  In  <l^*y*^L,/jr/fl  ^^^ 
tion  has  been  twice  debated,  and  a  biii  to  ^^^  gf 
boundary  of  Ohio  has  been  twice  paM«oi>y» 
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iseful,  the  inquiry  mig^ht  as  well  be  pushed  further 
»ack  than  the  last  two  years.  But  it  might  also  happen 
hat  the  object  of  the  limitation  might  be  to  show  that 
hese  corporations  had  recently  made  these  loans,  con- 
rary  to  their  former  practice,  and,  by  so  doing,  inter- 
iered  with  the  money  concerns  of  the  Ciovernment.  It 
eemed  to  be  probable  that  the  business  of  some  of 
hese  banks  might  have  become  more  extensive  lately, 
n  consequence  of  the  contraction  of  the  business  of  the 
iank  of  tiie  United  States;  but  it  was  also  probable  that 
I  portion  of  their  business  had  always  been  that  of  fur* 
lisbing  facilities  to  persons  connected  with  the  Govern- 
nent,  from  the  cause  abovementioned;  and  if  the  House 
hould  limit  its  inquiry  to  a  very  moderate  date,  the  in- 
erence  would  necessarily  be,  that  all  th'is  was  fresh 
business,  arising  from  some  recent  cause,  whereas  it 
night  be  nothing  more  than  a  continuation  of  their  cus- 
onuiry  proceedings.  He  did  not  like  to  vote  for  any 
intendment  which  would  prevent  access  to  this  informa- 
ion,  and  would  be  obliged  to  move  to  strike  out  the 
atter  clause  of  it* 

Mr.  GRENNELL,  of  Massachusetts,  rose  and  said  the 
easons  for  this  amendment  to  the  instructions  had  not 
»een  staled  by  the  mover  with  sufficient  distinctness  to 
nable  him  to  comprehend  them,  and  none  had  occur- 
ed  to  his  mind  of  sufficient  weight  to  command  his  vote 
or  the  present  proposition.  The  object  of  the  original 
esolution,  said  Mr.  G.,  was  perfectly  justifiable,  name- 
Yf  to  inquire  into  the  past  conduct  and  present  condi- 
ion  of  the  banks  in  this  District;  and  for  a  twofold  pur- 
pose: first,  to  guide  the  judgment  of  this  House  on  the 
question  of  recharter;  and,  secondly,  to  show  to  this 
:onnmunity  the  causes  and  the  authors  of  their  embar* 
'assrnents  or  sufferings  in  the  matter  of  the  bank  cur- 
ency  of  this  District.  Mismanagement  and  abuse  of 
>ower8  have  been  charged  against  several  of  the  District 
>anks  to  such  extent  as  to  work  a  forfeiture  of  their 
charters.  Of  the  justice  of  these  charges  I  pretend  not 
low  to  judge.  But  we  have  witnessed  enough  to  justi- 
y  a  rigid  investigation  of  their  concerns  and  conduct; 
t  is  due  to  this  community,  and  to  this  Legislature,  from 
vhence  these  corporations  emanated. 

But,  sir,  is  the  inquiry  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
rom  Pennsylvania  at  all  germane  to  this  original  object? 
t  seems  to  me  not.    What  is  itf    Why,  sir,  hardly  less 
ban  an  arraignment  or  trial  of  members  of  Congress  and 
officers  of  the  Government.     It  would  be  to  raise  inju- 
ious  suspicions  against  them,  most  of  whom  may  have 
»een  members  of  a  past  Congress,  and  who  cannot  be 
lere  to  protect  themselves,  or  explain  their  transactions 
vith  the  banks.     Yes,  sir,  we  are  to  inquire,  first,  into 
nisnnanagement  committed  by  the  banks,  fraudulent  and 
orrupt,  as  is  alleged;  and  then,  by  the  same  committee, 
X  the  same  time  and  by  the  same  inquest,  to  ascertain 
irhat  members  of  Congress  have  taken  loans;  as  if  they 
lad  been  participating  in  such  mismanagement,  or  in 
ome  bad  way  connected  with  these  institutions.     Now, 
.ir,  if  this  branch  of  the  instructions  pass,  who  does  not 
«e  that  some  portion  of  the  public  may  connect  the  mo- 
ives  and  actions  of  members  and  officers  of  the  Govern- 
nent  with  the  improper  proceedings  of  the  banks  thus 
iccused.^    Who  does  not  see  that  odium  may  be  cast 
ipon  honorable  gentlemen  for  money  transactions  as  in- 
locent  and  fair  as  any  that  take  place  in  the  dealings  of 
nen?    If  you  adopt  this  amendment,  the  public  may 
tuppose,  and  with  some  reason,  that  your  commission  is 
lot  only  an  inquest  against  doubtful  banks,  but  against 
^rentlemen  as  honest  and  honorable  as  any  in  the  country. 
Sir,  I  do  not  know  any  member  of  Congress,  the  pre- 
icnt  or  past,  who  has  been  a  borrower  at  the  banks  of 
he  District.    If  there  have  been  such,  I  doubt  not  their 
ransactions,  and  the  motives  that  influenced  them,  have 
»een  fair  and  upright.    And  I  will  not  allow  myself  to 


inquire  or  to  suspect  what  member  or  what  officer  of 
the  Government  has  had  loans  at  these  institution^,  nor 
what  party  in  this  House  or  country  may  be  affected  by 
the  proposed  inquiry.  I  am  opposed  on  principle  to 
searching  into,  and  displaying  before  the  world,  the  pri- 
vate transactions  of  individuals  with  banks;  and  so  have 
uniformly  been  my  votes  in  this  House  whenever  sucli 
questions  have  been  tried.  Especially  am  I  opposed  to 
an  inquiry  which,  without  light  or  reason,  presupposes 
improper  connexions  of  members  of  Congress  with  the 
accused  institutions.  I  can  imagine  no  benefit  to  result 
from  the  amendment  proposed  to  the  instructions,  but 
much  evil  and  injustice. 

One  word,  said  Mr.  G.,  as  to  the  duration  of  this  com- 
mission proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland.  He 
proposes  to  extend  it  through  this  Congress.  I  should 
be  better  satisfied  if  be  would  limit  it  to  the  present  ses- 
sion. 

Mr.  HOWARD  again  asked  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania if  he  would  accept  his  amendment  as  a  modifi^ 
cation. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  could  not,  he  said,  accept  the  amend- 
ment, and  the  House  would  therefore  pass  upon  it.  He 
had  himself  a  distinct  object  in  view,  which  was,  to  as* 
certain  the  loans  made  during  a  certain  period. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Vermont,  remarked  that  the  prop- 
osition of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  would,  he 
hoped,  be  understood  as  having  been  oflTered  on  his  in- 
dividual responsibility,  and  not  that  of  the  party  with 
which  the  gentleman  usually  acted.  He  considered  the 
proposition  as  totally  wrong  in  principle,  and  sliould 
therefore  vote  against  it.  Mr.  £.  made  some  few  re- 
marks in  opposition  to  the  motion,  which  the  reporter 
did  not  hear* 

Mr.  HOWARD  said  that,  af\er  what  bad  fallen  from 
the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  he  would,  for  the  present, 
withdraw  his  motion,  to  see  what  form  the  amendment 
might  ultimately  assume. 

Mr.  THOMAS  rose,  he  said,  to  say  a  few  words  to  put 
himself  right  before  the  House  in  regard  to  a  subject 
which  had  been  alluded  to.     Before  the  committee  of  in- 
vestigation proceeded  to  act,  the  question  of  power  was 
mooted  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams.] 
At  the  very  first  meeting  of  the  committee  at  the  United 
States  hotel,  the  gentleman  from  Mi&ssachusetts  assumed 
the  position  just  stated  by  him,  that  it  was  improper  and 
incompetent  for  the  committee  to  investigate  any  trans- 
actions between  the  bank  and  its  debtors,  and  the  gen- 
tleman was  particularly  opposed  to  singling  out  for  pub- 
lication the  transactions  between  the  bank  and  members 
of  Congress.     The  committee  decided  against  the  posi- 
tion of  the  gentleman,  on  the  ground  that  unless  they  ex- 
amined every  transaction,  and  became  acquainted  with 
the  nature  of  the  security  given  for  loans,  they  could  not 
execute  their  instructions,  nor  report  whether  the  bank, 
in  their  opinion,  was  solvent  or  not.     As  to  the  publica- 
tion of  the  documents  obtained,  he  (Mr.  T.)  reserved  to 
himself  the  exercise  of  his  discretion;  and  he  would  not 
consent  now  to  report  private  transactions  of  a  nature 
unimportant  to  the  public,  unless  expressly  so  command- 
ed by  the  House.    He  was  furthermore  opposed  to  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  because  it 
was  confined  to  the  loans  of  one  bank.     There  were 
other  banks  in  the  District  which  had  at  various  times 
been  depositories  of  the  Government  money,  besides  the 
bank  referred  to  in  the  proposed  amendment.     Before 
he  sat  down  he  would  modify  his  resolution  by  inserting 
the  words  <*at  the  present  session"  after  the  word  Con- 
gress, which  words  were  omitted  in  transcribing  the  res- 
olution, so  that  the  committee  might  take  charge  of  the 
memorials  in  relation  to  the  renewsl  of  charters  or  crea- 
tion of  new  banks  in  the  District,  which  might  be  offered 
during  the  present  session. 


2103 


GALES  Sc  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


2W4 


H.  OF  K.] 


Banki  in  the  IMrid  of  CohfMa. 


[Dse.  30, 1£: 


thoukl  Mk  the  House  to  eoiMider  that  motion t  but,  be- 
fore doingf  lo^  he  wished  to  suggest  thst  he  designed  to 
modify  his  proposition,  by  merely  asking  the  House  to 
permit  that  gentleman  to  eome  within  the  hall  during 
the  sittings  of  tlie  House  in  the  character  of  a  spectator^ 
that,  he  trusted,  would  be  acceptable  to  the  whole 
House;  and  he  had  done  it  with  reference  to  former 
precedents,  particularly  that  of  the  State  of  Tennessee. 
If  r.  B.  then  sent  his  modified  proposition  to  the  Chair, 
to  be  read  from  the  Clerk's  table  for  the  information  of 
the  House,  and  was  as  follows: 

Retofvedt  That  Isaac  E.  Crary,  who  claims  to  have 
been  duly  elected  a  member  of  this  House,  be  admitted 
as  a  spectator  within  the  hall  during  the  sittings  of  this 
House. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  BEARDSLET  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  of  the 
House  to  enable  him  to  mske  the  motion,  and  asked  for 
the  yeas  and  nayst  which  were  ordered,  and  which  were 
as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  John  Q.  Adams,  Ashley,  Bailey,  Bar- 
tt>n,  Bean,  Beardsley,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borden,  Bovee, 
Boyd,  Briggs,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cambreleng,  Camp- 
bell, Chapman,  Chapin,  Childs,  Claiborne,  Clsrk, 
Cleveland,  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig,  Cramer,  Crane, 
Cushing,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Deberry,  Dickerson, 
Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Efner,  Everett,  Fairfield,  Far- 
lin,  P.  C.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  J.  Garland,  R.  Garland, 
Gillet,  61asc<ck,  Granger,  prennell,  Haley,  J.  Hall, 
Hamer,  Hard,  S.  S.  Harrison,  A.  G.  Harrison,  Haynes, 
Hazeltine,  Henderson,  Hiester,  Hoar,  Howard,  Howell, 
Hubley,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Ingham,  W.  Jackson, 
J.  Jackson,  Janes,  J.  Johnson,  R.  M.  Johnson,  Cave 
Johnson,  H.  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  Judson,  Kennon, 
Kilgore,  Lane,  Lansing,  ^  Laporte,  Lawler,  Lawrence, 
L<ty,  T.  Lee,  Leonard,  Lincoln,  Loyall,  Lyon,  A.  Mann, 
J.  K.  Mann,  Martin,  W.  Mason, M.  Mason,  S. Mason,  Mau- 
ry, McKay,  McKennan,  McKeon,  McKim,  Miller,  Mont- 
gomery,  Moore,  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page, 
Parker,  Parks,  Patterson,  Franklin  Pierce,  Dutee  J. 
Pearce,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Potts,  Reed,  Joseph  Ueynokls, 
Roane,  Rogers,  Schenck,  Seymour,  Slade,  Sloane, 
Smith,  Sprague,  Storer,  Taliaferro,  Thomas,  J.  Thom- 
son, Toucey,  Turner,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener, 
Wardvrcll,  Weeks,  Whittlesey— 133. 

Nats — Messrs.  C.  Allan,  Beale,  Bond,  Bunch,  J. 
Calhoon,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Carr,  Carter,  Casey,  J. 
Chambers,  Coles,  Davis,  Denny,  Evans,  Forester, 
French,  Graham,  Graves,  Grayson,  Griffin,  Hammond, 
Hannegan,  Hopkins,  Huntsman,  Jarvis,  Kinnard,  L.  I<ea, 
Lucas,  May,  McCarty,  McLene,  Mercer,  Morgan,  J.  A. 
Pesrce,  Pettigrew,  Picken«,  Pinckney,  John  Reynolds, 
Russell,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields, 
Standefer,  W.  Thompson,  Underwooc^  L.  Williams, 
8.  WiIliams-.47. 

So  the  House  determined  to  suspend  the  ruleR. 

Mr.. BEARDSLEY  then  moved  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tion; which  was  agreed  to. 

BANKS  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  petitions 
presented  yesterday  by  Mr.  W.  B.  Shiepabd,  from  sun- 
dry banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying  an  ex- 
tension of  their  charters. 

A  motion  having  been  made  to  refer  the  petitions  to 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia, 

Mr.  THOMAS,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  send  them  to 
a  select  committee,  with  instructions.  Mr.  T.  modified 
his  proposition  as  follows: 

Aetohed,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  condition  of  the  currency  pf  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  other  memo- 
rials which  may  be  presented  to  the  present  Congress* 


praying  for  an  extension  of  the  charters  of  tlie  etfT 
banks  in  said  District  of  Columbia,  cm*  for  the  fia^ 
ment  of  any  other  bank  or  banks  in  their  rto^  ^ 
examine  into  the  condition  of  the  currency  of  sad  ^ 
triet,  to  inspect  the  hooka  and  to  examine  intotbrr 
ceedings  of  said  bankt»  to  ascertain  whether  ^: 
charters  have  been  violated  or  not,  and  whetlwr 
abuses  or  malpractices  hare  existed  in  their  mp 
ment,  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  Xo  ensMHf 
nesses  on  oath,  and  to  appoint  a  clerk  to  reconl^ 
proceedinp^. 

Mr.  SHEPARD  said  that  the  present  qoertiw  r 
more  a  question  of  propriety  and  litness  than  inTtt. 
else.  It  was  for  the  Honae  of  RepresenUfrrMtinf 
whether  they  would  take  this  matter  fro«t»f»9w<: 
committee,  and  refer  it  to  a  select  committee.  He* 
the  House  could  judge  of  the  propriety  of  doin^ts' 
well  without  argument  as  with  it.  It  wasnot for M 
say  whether  the  Committee  on  the  District  000^ 
form  the  duty  as  well  as  a  select  committee.  To^ 
the  entire  uselessness  of  the  motion  of  the  pwej* 
from  Msryland,  [Mr.  Tkovas,]  he  held  in  Mt"^' 
letter  from  the  president  of  one  of  the  banb,««r«"'^ 
that  the  Committee  on  the  District  would  »5?*fT 
of  their  members  to  investigate  fully  the  •W'"*J; 
banks.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the  gentlemsn  woWMn 
obUined  his  object  by  moring  instructions  toOjet 
mittee  on  the  District.     If  this  was  done,  hc^«^ 


( 


that  gentleman  to  say  whether  they  were  tDsf^ 
properly  or  not.     It  was  a  question  of  propriety  iw- 
Hquse  to  say  whether  it  would  take  from  the  Comiw^ 
on  the  District  of  Columbia  that  bnwness  w'<*jj 
matcly  belonged  to  it,  and  send  it  to  another  coois"^ 
If  the  House  has  no  confidence  in  the  ^^^^^^' 
District,  let  it  say  so.     He,  however,  as  s  me™^;^ 
that  committee,  was  willing  to  examine  the  bsn»« 
District  as  scrupulously  as  he  could.  ,  ..^ 

Mr.  THOMAS  said  that  justice  to  himself  ii»ie»P^ 

pert©  remind  the  House  of  an  ©cc^''*"^'" %«« 
Congress  connected  with  this  question.  T"'^^^ 
four  banks  In  the  District  that  stopped  specie  par^^^ 
in  1834,  two  of  which  are  now  wking  s  wct*;'*^^, 
1835,  these  banks  memorialised  this  body  for  twp^ 
of  a  law  to  recharter  them.  It  was  but  J^JIf  „fr. 
city  that  we  should  act  understsndingly  «>"  "*"  "•  ^ 
that  an  inquiry  should  be  Instituted  to  ascerm  ^ 
causes  of  these  failures.  But  he  said  thaf,  ^^^ 
jection  from  him,  the  memorials  of  the  last  *^  u^t 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  ^••^"^l '^iJios 
was  taken  up  by  that  committee,  but  no  '"^Jj^t* 
was  had.  He  said  he  then,  under  a  <J«*P./^?^  M^ 
to  his  constituents,  gsvea  promise  that  n  *"^^if 
was  put  off  to  another  session  of  ^''IJJ'^-Se  of  tin* 
make  it  his  business  to  examine  i"*<^*"*5!*rj,«iiiit«« 
I.    Now,  if  j-ou  send  this  matter  to  the  y^^  ^ 


banks. 


on  the  District,  you  send  it  to  a  comm't***!^^^  lie 
prejudged  the  question.  Under  these  citcuiw"  ^. 
felt  it  to  be  his  chjty  to  ask  of  the  House  ssw^^ 
mittee.  He  said  if  it  was  proper  for  ^^.^\Zm(0^^ 
matter  in  rehtion  to  the  Territories  to  a  ■•"^f  "  ,  ^lect 
It  was  proper,  bethought,  to  refer  this  "»»\^^y^//«ff*« 
committee.  He  said  the  Chief  Majjistrste  w°^.  ipd 
attention  of  Congress  to  the  question  ^^ ^tT^.H^ 
he  therefore  conceived  It  a  very  »"*P°"*!l;,Mi;f/«' 
asked  of  the  House  a  committee,  whose  esp^  ^^^^\. 
should  be  to  make  a  thorough  investigstion  o 

Mr.  BOULDINsaid,  as  a  member  of  «Wj  ^,^i 
on  the  District,  he  did  not  wish  to  take  "Pl^^j^eop 
very  arduous  duties;  but  he  was  ss  Wiiw"§ 
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0  gQ  throug^h  with  the  inveattgation,  u  the  ^ntlemftn. 
e  aciicl  the  committees  were  appointed  by  the  Speaker, 
<1  he  could  not  aee  the  difTerence  between  them.  The 
*eate8t  objection  ii,  that  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 

1  tlie  District  has  liad  this  matter  before  him  at  the 
Bt  session.  This  he  thought  was  a  favorable  circum- 
ance,  because  that  gentleman  must  have  more  knowl- 
IfC^  of  the  business  than  he  otherwise  could  have.  He 
.id  that  he  was  ready  to  go  into  an  investigation  with- 
Lit  any  prepossessions,  and  was  willing  to  investigate 
le  cnatter  u  thoroughly  as  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
nd  or  ftny  other  gentleman. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  said  that  he.  as  a  member  of 
tie  District  Committee,  cherished  no  pride  of  jurisdic- 
ion,  and  was  therefore  willing,  for  his  part,  to  dispense 
vitb    the  pleasure  and  honor  of  making  an  investigation 
nto    the  past  doings  of  the  banks  in  the  District,  which 
iraa  contemplated  by  the  resolution  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Maryland,   [Mr.  Thomas.]    He  did  not 
9elieTe  that  the  proposition  of  that  honorable  gentleman 
ivas  founded  in  a  distrust  of  the  capacity  of  the  District 
Dumnnittee  to  make  the  necessary  exammation,  nor  upon 
any    apprehension  that  they  felt  indisposed  to  do  so. 
The  duties  of  the  District  Committee  were  very  onerous, 
and  though  willing,  as  a  member  of  that  committee,  to 
perform,  to  the  utmost  of  his  humble  ability,  every  duty 
that  might  be  imposed  upon  him,  yet,  as  he  could,  as  he 
thoug'ht,  be  otherwise  more  profitably  employed  in  his 
public  capacity,  he  would  for  his  part  rather  be  excused 
from  the  labor  of  inquiring  into  the  details  of  the  past 
operations  of  the  District  banks.     He  thought  that  a  se- 
lect committee  could  be  raised,  every  way  competent  to 
execute  this  duty;  and  that  the  Committee  on  the  District, 
pressing,  important,  and  multifarious  as  were  the  calls 
upon  its  attention,  could  spend  its  time  in  the  execution 
of  duties  in  a  manner  better  calculated  to  subserve  the 
public  interest,  than  would  be  the  duty  or  task  of  wading 
for  days  and  weeks,  if  not  for  months,  through  the  books 
and  legers  of  the  banks  within  the  District. 

It  would  be  recollected  that  some  of  those  banks  sus- 
pended payment  and  closed  their  doors,  two  years  ago. 
Yes,  when  the  tocsin  of  alarm  and  distress  and  panic  was 
sounded  from  one  extreme  of  the  country  to  the  other, 
it  had  been  insinuated  by  some  that  these  banks  had 
lent  their  still  small  voices  to  aid  that  momentous  occa- 
sion.    He  (Mr.  V. )  would  not  undertake  to  state,  or  even 
insinuate  this.     The  banks  may  have  had  most  Justifiable 
reasons  for  suspending  specie  payments;  but,  after  what 
had  occurred,  it  was  most  emphatically  proper  that  a 
strict  scrutiny  should  be  made  into  the  past  doings  of 
these  institutions,  before  we  gave  them  any  renewed 
pledge  of  our  confidence.    Should  the  rtsult  prove  that 
the  banks  in  this  District  should  have  been  improvidently 
rechartered,   the  constituents  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  from  their  proximity  to  these  banks,   and 
from  their  constant  business  intercourse  with  the  region 
where  they  would  operate,  would  be  more  exposed  to 
loss  than  the  constituents  of  those  gentlemen  who  resided 
•t  a  greater  distance;  and  since  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, from  a  sense  of  duty  to  his  constituents,  seems  to 
be  anxious  to  look  into  the  past  doings  of  the  banks 
within  this  district,  he  (Mr.  y.>  thought  it  but  just  and 
reasonable  that  he  should  be  gratified. 

Mr.  V.  had  stated  that  the  District  Committee  would 
hsve  a  great  deal  to  do.  Yes.  He  was  justified  in  say- 
ing so,  when  he  stated  that  the. District  was  reeling  and 
^KScring  under  a  debt,  to  the'subjects  of  a  foreign  po- 
tentate, of  nearly  two  millions  of  dollars!  And  he  con- 
fidently asserted  that  that  committee  would  be  obliged 
to  put  in  requisition  all  its  industry,  and  all  its  inventive 
powers,  to  devise  ways  and  means  to  save  this  great  na- 
tion the  degradation  of  having  their  Capitol  sold  to  the 
coui^trymen  of  his  forefathers.    They  were,  to  be  sure, 


the  countrymen  of  his  (Mr.  y*s)  ancestors;  but  still  his 
American  feeling  was  very  much  disturbed  at  the  idea 
of  being  sold  out  to  foreigners.  In  further  proof  of  the 
assertion,  that  the  duties  of  the  District  Committee  were 
heavy  enough  to  engross  all  their  time  and  attention,  he 
would  state  that,  a  few  years  ago,  a  special  committee 
was  appointed  to  revise  the  laws  of  the  District.  They 
had  sat  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  and  have  reported 
a  code  of  laws  which  filled  a  pretty  large  volume,  and 
which  was  not  yet  acted  upon  by  the  House.  A  few 
days  ago  a  special  committee  was  raised  in  relation  to 
that  part  of  the  President's  message,  which  relates  to 
the  bequest  of  an  English  gentlemsn,  made  to  this  Dis- 
trict. For  these  reasons,  he  would  vote  to  refer  this 
matter  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  McKENNANsaid  he  wished  to  make  a  few  re** 
marks,  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  a  mistake  into 
which  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  had  fallen,  and  into 
which  the  gentlemsn  from  New  York  appeared  willing 
to  fall  also,  respecting  the  course  pursued  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress.  Mr.  McK.  had  the  honor  of  being  a  member 
of  that  committee,  and  he  had  In  charge  the  bills  re- 
ported by  that  committee  for  rechartering  certain  banks 
in  the  District.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  ap- 
peared  to  yield  to  the  charge  that  that  committee  had 
acted  precipitately  on  the  subject.  To  this  Mr.  McK. 
did  not  assent.  The  charge  was  not  properly  founded; 
there  was  no  precipitancy;  and  the  bill  itself  would 
satisfy  the  House  that  there  was  no  intention  on  the  part 
of  the  committee  to  recharter  these  bsnks  without  the 
most  searching  inquiry  into  their  situation  and  their  con- 
duct. It  would  be  recollected  that  the  charters  of  the 
Bank  of  Washington,  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  the 
Patriotic  Bank,  and  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank 
of  Georgetown,  expired  in  March,  1836;  and  there  be- 
ing no  time  during  the  last  session  to  give  this  subject  a 
full  investigation,  the  committee  had  reported  a  bill  to 
recharter  those  banks  for  one  year  only,  for  the  conve- 
nience of  those  cities,  and  to  afford  an  opportunity  to 
the  present  Congress  to  make  the  most  searching  in- 
vestigation. That  was  all  that  was  done  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District,  and  he  begged  permission  of  the 
House  to  have  that  bill  read  by  the  Clerk,  in  order  that 
this  matter  might  be  set  right.  [The  bill  in  question 
was  then  read  from  the  Clerk's  table.] 

As  to  whether  this  subject  should  go  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia  or  to  a  select  committee,  if 
the  members  of  the  former  were  willing  to  yield,  Mr. 
McK.  had  no  objection.  He  believed  it,  however,  a 
legitimate  subject  of  examination  for  the  former  com- 
mittee; and  unless  the  members  of  that  committee,  like 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  yielded,  he  should  feel 
himulf  bound  to  vote  that  the  subject  should  have  that 
reference,  and  none  other. 

Mr.  W.  B.  SHEPARD  begged  the  indulgence  of  the 
House  to  make  a  few  remarks  in  reply.  The  gentleman 
from  Maryland  said  that  Mr.  S.  had  prejudged  this  ques- 
tion.  Now,  he  wssat  a  loss  to  know  how  he  had  prejudged 
this  question.  As  a  member  ofthe  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbis,  during  the  last  session,  he  could  not 
have  prejudged  the  question,  because  nobody  asked 
them  to  make  these  investigations.  How,  then,  could 
he  prejudge  the  question,  when  he  had  neither  made, 
nor  been  asked  to  make,  any  investigation?  .Why  did 
not  the  gentleman  himself,  as  vigilant  as  he  seemed  to 
be,  submit  instructions  to  that  committee  then?  Mr.  S. 
really  thought  that  the  gentleman  was  laboring  under  a 
serious  mistake  in  making  that  charge  upon  him.  Cer- 
tainly, Mr.  S.  did  not  pretend  to  the  skill  in  banking  the 
gentleman  himself  avowedly  did;  for  the  gentleman  had 
had  opportunities  which  had  fallen  to  the  lot  of  few 
members  on  that  floor.    Mr.  S.  remembered  very  well 
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the  gentleman  wu  a  member  of  two  committees  on  the 
subject  of  banking,  and  then  saw  and  examined  the 
"  great  monster"  himself;  and  he  also  remembered  that 
one  of  those  committees  reported  to  that  House  a  very 
▼oluminous  document;  and  he  had  no  sort  of  doubt  that, 
if  the  members  of  the  House  had  thought  proper  to 
read  that  very  voluminous  document,  they  would  have 
been  very  much  enlightened  on  the  subject  of  banking. 
He  should  be  sorry  to  obscure  the  slightest  ray  the 
gentleman  shed  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  S.  said,  for  himself,  he  had  no  interest  in  the 
question,  nor  did  he  care  one  farthing  about  it  in  any 
point  of  view;  but  so  long  as  he  was  a  member  of  Che 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  he  wovld  assert 
upon  that  floor  what  he  believed  to  be  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  that  District,  and  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  the  Committee  on  that  District.  It  was  for  the  House 
to  say  whether  that  committee  was  u  fit,  had  as  much 
time,  as  much  knowledge,  and  as  much  interest  in  the 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  District,  as  the  gentleman 
fi'om  Maryland.  Mr.  8.  could  not  pretend  to  as  much 
interest,  perhaps,  as  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  in 
one  point  of  view.  The  gentleman  tells  us  that  he  had 
a  peculiar  interest  in  the  question,  because  the  people 
of  his  district  came  down  to  the  District  of  Columbia  to 
trade,  and  the  money  of  the  District  circulated  among 
them.  Why,  the  people  of  the  ^gentleman's  district, 
when  they  came  down  there,  sometimes  staid  at  the  tav- 
erns, and,  for  the  same  reason,  the  House  ought  to  raise 
a  select  committee,  and  put  the  dram  shops  under  its 
charge;  for  it  wu  as  much  a  matter  of  interest  to  them. 
Why  not  put  every  matter  that  touched  the  gentleman's 
district  under  his  special  charged  However,  Mr.  8. 
would  only  remark  that  it  was  a  mere  matter  of  fitness 
and  propriety,  of  which  the  House  was  the  judge,  and 
which  needed  no  argument  from  him. 

Mr.  LANE  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  he  believed  no  person  would 
charge  him  with  any  particular  partiality  for  these  banks 
or  any  other  banks  in  the  United  States.  He  must, 
however,  object  to  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  [Mr.  Thomas]  for  taking  the  sub- 
ject from  the  committee  to  which  it  legitimately  be- 
longed, and  sending  it  to  a  select  committee.  Tlie 
gentleman  might  disguise  his  sentiments  as  he  pleased, 
but  it  was  evident  that  he  had  not  only  reflected,  but 
had  made  a  direct  imputation  upon  tl:e  District  Com- 
mittee. 

The  gentleman  had  charged  the  committee  with  hav- 
ing prejudged  the  question.  He  was  mistaken.  There 
were  five  new  members  upon  this  committee,  and  he 
could  assure  him  that,  so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he 
was  in  favor  of  a  speedy  and  critical  investigation  into  the 
aflfairs  of  these  institutions.  It  had  been  contended  that 
the  Commitiee  on  the  District  was  not  the  legitimate 
one,  because  the  subject  was  one  of  general  concern. 
These  banks  were  local,  and  the  people  of  the  District 
were  more  interested  in  them  than  those  who  resided  at 
a  distance. 

But  the  gentleman  had  asked,  if  this  subject  was  sent 
to  the  District  Committee,  when  would  the  investigation 
take  place,  and  when  would  it  closed  He  would  answer, 
as  soon  and  as  speedily  as  the  untiring  industry  of  the 
committee  would  permit.  Could  more  be  expected  of  a 
select  committee '  The  gentleman  from  Maryland  was 
a  member  of  four  important  committees,  while  the 
members  of  the  Committee  on  the  District  were  on  no 
other  committee.  The  gentleman  must  therefore  have 
four  times  the  ability  and  four  times  the  industry  of 
himself  and  associates,  if  he  could  perform  this  duty 
more  promptly. 

It  had  further  been  charged,  that  the  committee, 
although  it  had  been  in  existence  for  several  weeks,  had 


not  taken  up  this  subject.  Mr.  L.  reniaikcd,  tba  c 
had  not  been  referred  to  them,  except  ioforaiillT;  ia 
the  committee  bad  met  but  twice;  and  when  itsbniidi! 
ascertained  that  they  had  neg^lected  tlieir  duty,  h  vosi: 
be  time  enough  to  charge  them  with  a  direct  onMici ; 
do  so. 

The  gentleman  had  referred  to  the  opportai^.*= 
which  he  had  to  tnveatigmte  banking  institatioiH.  v. 
bad  urged  an  objection  to  the  District  Conntar 
because  soma,  of  Ui  members  resided  at  a  d't^na  • 
this  argument  was  good,  the  gentleman  mi^bt  (bii 
onder  his  immediate  chargfe  almost  every  otb^r  q«^ 
tion  which  should  be  presented  for  consideratiofl. 

Reference  had  been  made  to  the  fact  that  the  Mi*- 
gmn  question  had  the  other  day  been  sent  to  the  J«wi 
Committee,  instead  of  the  Committee  on  the  Termor 

The  reason  of  this  was  obvious.  Legal  q««5*'®?  V^ 
involved,  and  that  committee  was  composed  of  wle*' 
yers,  who  were  more  competent  to  investigate  rt.  T» 
gentleman  from  Maryland  was  a  memt>er  of  the  Jew 
Committee.  Did  the  gentleman  draw  an  infema  W" 
the  case,  that  because  his  honorable  self,  •n^**J[; 
might  be  associated  with  him  upon  the  select  ws»n«v 
were  more  competent,  that  therefore  bis  «><**  3j, 
to  prevail }  For  one,  if  the  subject  should  be  i^ 
to  the  Committee  on  the  District,  he  should  « Jfr; 
to  spare  neither  time  nor  labor  to  discharge  w  fl»? 
with  fidelity.  ^  ^     ^ 

Mr.  L.  alluded  to  the  remarks  which  bsd  hm^ 
in  reference  to  the  course  and  the  solvency  oftliei*^ 
in  the  District  He  was  opposed  to  P«*J"4P"?»l,u- 
stitutions,  and  in  favor  of  the  strictest  ^cnXinytRW^^^ 

operations.     If  they  had  acted  i'np«>P*'''^»  **  r"  ^, 
certained  before  they  were  condemned.    He,  J    ^ 
would  not  attempt  to  screen  them,  nor  to  nntuw 
abuse  which  might  be  fixed  upon  them.  ^ 

Mr.  BOULDIN  again  addressed  the  Wj^^lund  l» 
to  the  last  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  "■p'Jf  L^ 
conclusion,  he  moved  to  amend  the  motion  ot  »"  ». 
tleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  W.  B.  S""**^ 
adding  the  following  instructions  to  the  Comrni"^ 


b(  I 


I 


the  District  of  Columbia,  to  wit :  •  of  (b< 

To  examine  into  the  condition  of  the  currency  ^^^^^ 
said  District;  to  inspect  the  books,  and  to  **•"  (|,<if 
the  proceedings  of  said  banks;  to  ascertain  ^^ ^^  0 
charters  have  been  violated  or  not,  and  wne  ^ 
abuses  or  malpractices  have  existed  in  their  ''^JUJ^oa 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  to  examine  *Vg^fl|i 
oath,  and  to  appoint  a  clerk  to  record  ^*'**'-Pr'^oMk<- 
Mr.  MERCER  said  that  it  was  the  duty  of  *"Yto  <fr 
of  the  House  to  appoint  the  committees,  •"  ^^jju 
tribute  the  business  of  the  House  among  the  ^,pejll 
equally  as  possible;  and,  for  that  reason,  "^.y^^j  ^ 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  this  fact,  that  »  j.^^10 
ness  was  taken  from  one  committee  and  ^"  -pquiU/ 
another,  the  labors  of  the  House  would  be  "  ^^yflo 
divided;  and  if  you  continued  to  pursue  ***■„..,  ^^ 
would  take  from  the  District  Committee  »»."  ^^  „; 
It  was  in  vain  for  the  gfentleman  from  V|ry|  -nppoic^ 
that  he  had  no  feeling  in  this  matter.  ^•J!?^plei« 
the  whole  country  felt  an  interest  in  it.  **  ^"^^1*^ 
his  district  felt  an  interest  in  this  question,  »n^"jttee 
say  that  he  felt  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  t;       ,^r 

- \'»^ 

ceHain  banks  in  the  District  was  an  unfortu"*      ^^t^ 


on  the  District,  and  would  be  pleased  to  '^•^?  yjireo* 
referred  to  that  committee.     He  said  that  tne      _.^ 


rence,  and  ought  not  to  be  reflected  upon  by »» 
man  from  Maryland.  v  on  ^ 

Mr.  MANN  said  he  had  but  a  word  to  ^^  ^itie* 
subiect.  It  should  be  remembered  thst  <•**.  S-  ip  f^ 
on  the  District  had  all  the  legislation  of  tbi«  Y^^r^^^^l 
lation  to  the  District,  in  their  own  hands;  *^  go«jd 
that  committee  had  as  much  business  •<  ^"  ^ 
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attend  to,  independently  of  the  matter  under  conaidera- 
tion.  It  therefore  aeemed  to  him  to  be  proper  that 
this  proposition  should  be  sent  to  a  special  committee. 
It  was  higtily  important  that  an  investigation  should  be 
made»  and  thoroughly  made.  It  was  important  to  the 
people  of  the  District  that  this  investigation  should  be 
made,  and  he  therefore  hoped  that  it  would  be  sent  to 
a  select  committee,  and  let  it  be  the  special  duty  of  that 
committee  to  investigate  this  matter. 

Mr.  LANE  said  he  would  inform  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  MAvir,]  and  the  House,  that  the  com- 
mittee, so  far  from  having  more  business  than  they  were 
able  to  perform,  had  met  again  and  again  without  having 
any  business  before  them,  and  they  would  be  obliged  to 
gentlemen  if  they  would  give  them  something  to  occupy 
them.  The  Committee  on  the  District  has  as  much  zeal, 
and  as  much  disposition  to  investigate  into  the  affairs  of 
the  banks,  as  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr. 
Thomas]  had,  but  that  gentleman  seemed  to  want  the 
whole  management  of  the  currency  of  the  District  him- 
self. Perhaps  he  is  afraid  the  currency  of  the  District 
would  overwhelm  and  supersede  that  of  Maryland. 

Mr.  THOMAS  said  that  gentlemen  misunderstood 
him.  He  did  not  wish  to  reflect  upon  any  committee, 
or  any  member  of  the  House.  He  said  his  constituents 
were  more  interested  in  this  matter  than  those  of  many 
gentlemen;  therefore,  they  wished  it  investigated.  They 
wished  to  have  a  sound  currency  in  a  District  with 
which  they  were  so  closely  connected. 

Mr.  LANB  read  the  following  rule: 

RuLi  63.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columl^ia  to  take  into  consideration  all 
such  petitions,  matters,  or  things,  touching  the  said  Dis- 
trict, as  shall  be  presented,  or  shall  come  in  question, 
and  be  referred  to  them  by  the  House;  and  to  report 
their  opinion  thereon,  together  with  such  propositions 
relative  thereto  as  to  them  shall  seem  expedient. 

Mr.  BBARDSLEY  s«id  be  was  very  happy  indeed  to 
perceive,  and  he  could  not  forego  the  opportunity  of 
congratulating  the  House  and  the  country  upon  it,  that 
there  appeared  now  to  be  a  universal  and  concurrent 
sentiment  on  the  propriety  of  making  the  examination 
contemplated  by  one  or  the  other  committee  of  the 
House.  As  those  banks  came  there  to  ask  favors  at  the 
bands  of  that  House,  and  as  the  character  of  the  House, 
and  the  interest  of  the  country  at  larg^,  were  deeply  em- 
barked in  the  applications  made  by  these  banks,  it  was 
only  fit  and  proper  towards  the  House  itself,  and  towards 
the  country  at  large,  that  they  should  know,  and  that  the 
country  should  know,  the  condition  and  circumstances 
and  past  conduct  of  these  petitioners.  Every  body  there 
seemed  now  to  agree  to  the  correctness  of  that  proposi- 
tion. He  recollected  the  time  when  another  institution, 
when  another  bank,  came  there  for  a  similar  purpose,  to 
seek  for  an  extention  of  its  charter;  and  when  one  class 
of  personages  in  that  House  thought  proper  to  propose 
that  an  investigation  should  be  had  into  the  circumstances 
and  condition  of  that  inatitution;  then  he  well  recollected 
that  the  unanimity  of  sentiment,  now  prevailing  in  the 
minds  of  members  of  that  House,  if  they  might  infer  that 
sentiment  from  what  had  passed  in  the  present  debate, 
was  all  discord.  Then  the  battle  was  continued  upon 
the  policy,  and  propriety,  and  Justice,  of  making  a  similar 
examination.  It  was  ultimately  carried  that  investigation 
should  be  had;  and  t.he  results  of  that,  and  a  subsequent 
investigation,  so  far  as  there  was  any  subsequent  investiga- 
tion, were  before  the  country.  Now,  however,  all  doubts 
and  diffieulties  upon  the  propriety  of  examination  are 
dissipated,  and  it  was  admittM  on  all  sides  that  there 
should  be  a  thorough  investigation  into  the  condition  and 
circumstances  of  all  these  institutions,  before  the  House 
should  act  on  an  application  for  the  renewal  of  their 
charters. 


The  inquiry  now  was,  b^  what  organ  the  House  should 
make  the  proposed  examination.  By  many  gentlemen 
it  was  supposed  that  this  matter  was  one  of  especial  ref- 
erence to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
the  rule  of  the  House  had  been  read  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  that  that  would  ordinarily  be  the  course.  But 
the  63d  rule,  as  it  appeared  to  him,  even  if  construed  in 
the  strictest  manner,  or  in  the  most  liberal  manner,  could 
not  not  be  supposed  to  embrace  subjects  of  this  charae- 
ter.  The  rule  said  it  should  be  the  duty  of  that  commit- 
tee 'Ho  take  into  consideration  all  petitions,  ntatters,  or 
things,  touching  the  said  District,"  &c.  This  referred 
to  mstters  and  things  that  per  se  related  wholly  to  the 
District,  and  to  nothing  out  of  it,  and  were  within  the 
range  of  its  ordinary  aflPairs.  But  was  this  petition  from 
the  District,  or  relating  (o  the  District  as  a  District?  In 
no  sense  whatever.  ^It  was  a  petition,  it  was  true,  for 
the  recharter  of  certain  banks  within  the  District,  but  in 
no  sense  concerned  the  rights  of  the  citizens  at  large; 
for  the  citizens  of  the  District  and  adjacent  country, 
and  the  whole  community,  were  equally  interested  in  the 
subject.  It  was  not  a  petition  of  the  District,  within  the 
words  or  the  spirit  of  the  rule;  subjects  of  daily  occur- 
rence which  sprung  up,  touching  matters  in  which  the 
District  alone  was  concerned,  were  properly  referrible 
to  this  committee,  within  the  spirit  and  words  of  the 
rule.  This,  he  repeated,  was  not  a  matter  aifecting  the 
District,  in  any  sense  whatever,  for  it  affected  the  citizens 
there  in  common  with  those  of  the  country  adjacent,  and 
was  not  referrible,  necessarily  referrible,  to  its  committee. 

But  even  if  it  was  within  the  terms  of  the  rule,  it  would 
not  be  within  its  fair  spirit  or  intent;  for  the  rule  was  in- 
tended only  for  ordinary  cases  of  daily  or  annual  occur- 
rence, not  for  extraordinary  occurrences,  such  as  the 
location  of  a  bank,  or  the  renewal  of  a  bank  charter  al- 
ready located,  within  the  limits  of  the  District. 

Mr.  B.  would  make  another  suggestion.  Many  gen- 
tlemen thought  it  was  inexpedient  to  establish  In  this 
place  a  large  bank,  wielding  millions  and  millions  of 
capital,  with  power  to  diffuse  its  branches  throughout 
the  Union,  with  or  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
States  in  which  they  might  be  located.  Let  them  sup- 
pose a  petition  to  come  there  with  that  object,  would  it 
be  referrible  to  the  Committee  on  the  District?  Would 
it  not  with  more  propriety  be  a  fit  subject  for  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means?  Yet  it  would  be  located  in 
the  District;  and,  upon  the  idea  that  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia  was  to  grasp  every  thing  wUhin 
that  location,  such  an  application  must  of  consequence 
go  to  that  committee.  Would  not  such  an  application, 
within  the  fair  spirit  of  the  rule,  and  pursuant  to  the 
course  heretofore  pursued,  go  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  or  perhaps  to  a  select  committee? 
Why,  if  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  were 
to  take  charge  of  every  thing  located  within  the  District, 
the  House  would  have  to  abolish  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings.  It  would  seem  to  him,  therefore,  that 
this  subject  did  not  belong  to  the  former  committee,  and 
that  it  should  be  sent  to  some  other  standing  committee 
of  the  House,  or  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  B.  did  not  design  to  cast  the  slightest  reflection 
upon  the  Committee  on  the  District.  He  had  no  doubt 
that  if  the  duty  devolved  upon  them  it  would  be  most 
promptly,  ably,  and  impartially  executed,  yet  the  duties 
they  had  already  to  perform  were  such  as  to  take  up 
much  of  the  time  that  ahould  be  devoted  to  an  investiga- 
tion of  this  subject.  Mr.  B.  then  referred  to  precedenti 
on  similar  subjects,  and  the  committees  appointed  by 
the  House  on  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  1819,  and 
the  session  1832-'S;  and,  after  some  further  remarks, 
concluded  by  stating  that  he  should  vote  in  favor  of  Mr« 
Tboxas's  motion,  in  which  he  trusted  ^e  should  be  sus- 
tained by  the  Hoase. 
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Mr.  EVERETT  rose  to  correct  the  fj^ntleman  from 
New  York  in  «  matter  of  fact.  The  gentleman  congratu- 
lated the  House  at  discovering  so  great  a  unanimity  in 
the  House  on  the  subject  of  inveatigating  these  banks; 
and,  referring  to  the  proceedings  of  the  House  on  the 
subject  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  seemed  to 
think  there  was  nothing  like  unanimity  on  that  occasion. 
The  gentleman  was  mistaken;  for  so  great  was  the  una- 
nimity on  tlie  occasion  referred  to,  that  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  not  even  called  for,  and  not  a  particle  of  dis. 
sent  was  heard  when  the  motion  was  put  from  the  Chair. 
In  reference  to  the  motion  then  before  the  House,  Mr. 
B.  said  he  should  vote  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia;  for  he  thought  the  remarks 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  himself  had  dis- 
qualified  him  from  acting  on  any  committee  which  might 
have  this  subject  under  its  investigation. 

Mr.  8HEPAHD  accepted  the  amendment  offered  by 
Mr.  BouiAiir,  as  a  modification  of  his  motion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to  refer 
the  petitions  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, with  instructions. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered,  and  were: 

YsAS—Messrs.  John  Q.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman 
Allen,  Bailey,  Bell,  Bond,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Bunch,  John 
Calhoon,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell,  George  Cham- 
bers,  John  Chambers,  Childs,  Claiborne,  Clark,  Coffee, 
Corwin,  Crane,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Deberry,  Denny, 
Dickerson,  Evans,  Everett,  Forester,  Rice  Garland, 
Glascock,  Graham,  Granger,  Graves,  Grayson,  Grennell, 
Gnflin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hammond,  Hard,  Hardin,  Harlan, 
Hazeltine,  Hiester,  Hoar,  Howell,  Wra.  Jackaon,  Janes, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Lane,  Laporte,  Lawler,  Lawrence, 
Luke  Lea,  Lincoln,  Love,  Lyon,  Samson  Mason, 
Maury,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Morris,  Parker,  James  A, 
Pearce,  Pettigrew,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Pinckncy,  Potts, 
Reed,  Rencher,  Rogers,  Russell,  Schenck,  William  B. 
Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Sloane,  Spangler, 
Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Taliaferro,  Underwood,  Vin- 
ton,  Washington,  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod 
Williams,  Wise— 88. 

Nats— Messrs.  Barton,  Beale,  Bean,  Beardsley, 
Beaumont,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borden,  Bovee,  Boyd, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Carr,  Casey, 
Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor, 
Craig,  Cramer,  Cushman,  Davis,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole, 
Bfner,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  Fowler,  French,  Philo  C.  Ful- 
ler, William  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  James  Garland,  Gillet, 
Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Samuel  S.  Har- 
rison, Albert  G.  Harrison,  Haynes,  Henderson,  Holsey, 
Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  Huntington,  Huntsman, 
Ingham,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jarvis,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave 
Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Judson, 
Kennon,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Klingensmith,  Lansing, 
Joshua  Lee,  Thomas  Lee,  Leonard,  Loyall,  Lucas, 
Abijah  Mann,  Job  Mann,  Martin,  John  Y.  Mason,  Wil- 
Iiam  Mason,  May,  McCarty,  McKay,  McKeon,  McKim, 
McLene,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg, 
Owens,  Page,  Parka,  Patterson,  Franklin  Pierce,  Dutec 
J.  Pearce,  Phelps,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds, 
Ripley,  Roane,  Seymour,  Shields,  Smith,  Sprague, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Towns, 
Turner,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wageoer,  Ward,  Ward- 
well,  Webster,  Weeks— 113. 

So  the  motion  to  refer  the  petitions  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  was  negatived. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  motion  of  Mr. 
TnoxAS  to  refer  the  petitions  to  a  select  committee, 
with  instructions. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  by  unanimous  consent,  withdrew  the 
call  for  the  yeas  and  naya  on  his  motion,  inasmuch  as 
the  House  had,  by  the  vote  just  Ukcn,  indicated  a  de- 
cided  opinion  on  it. 


Mr.  ADAMS  moved  to  sitrike  out  that  part  of  tltf>v 
structions  which  provided  that  the  comnsittee  shaalu- 
in  conjunction  with  any  similar  committee  wii'ich  ^t- 
be  appointed  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  THOMAS  accepted  tlie  amendment,  asmtoci 
cation  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  moved  to  amend  the  motion,  by  strk  : 
out  so  much  aa  provided  that  all  future  memonJ^  < 
this  or  similar  objects  be  referred  to  the  sane  r:^ 
mittee.  If  this  part  of  the  motion  of  the  gentlenm  H 
Maryland  ahould  prevail,  it  would  preclude  the  possb  - 
of  a  report  during  the  present  sessiofl,  beFofi  ■^ 
time  not  only  the  charters  of  these  banki,  btitilwiv 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea,  would  eipirt,  «> 
would  leave  the  District  entirely  without  ibsfliier; 
stitution.  Under  this  state  of  the  case,  he  was  peneiLV 
that  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  would  accede  (9' • 
amendment  he  had  proposed. 

Before  the  question  was  taken  on  the  amemlffieei 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  a^^ 
journment;  which  was  carried  {  when 

The  House  adjourned. 


I'.i; 


Thur8oat«  DacEVBEaSl. 

Messrs.  Claibobite  and  Dicksov,  RfpreKR)*  . 
from  the  State  of  Mississippi,  appeareil,  wertifd^ 
and  took  their  aeats. 

Mr.  WARDWELL  moved  to  suspend  the  reb. 
order  to  enable  him  to  offer  a  resolution  probibitt'f 
future,  the  use  of  the  hall  of  Representatirei  oo  u 
sabbath  as  a  place  of  public  worsltjpi  and  the  motiK)'^ 
rejected. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re»l«'" 
off(ered  by  Mr.  Tiioxab,  of  Maryland:         -,         . 

JUaolved^  That  a  aelect  committee  be  »PP°*<^*', . "^ 
quire  into  the  condition  of  the  currency  of  the  i^ 
of  Columbis,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  o»»^«f  "^ 
rials  which  may  be  presented  to  the  present  Con?rr» 
praying  for  an  extension  of  the  charters  of  ^''^'^jT^' 
banks  in  said  District  of  Columbia,  or  for  the  tf^t^;^ 
ment  of  any  other  bank  or  banks  in  their  ""[f '« *^ 
examine  into  the  condition  of  the  currency  w»w 
trictj  to  inspect  the  books  and  to  examine  into  w«  F 
ceedings  of  said  banks,  to  ascertain  whe«h<T  their _^ 
ters  have  been  violated  or  not,  and  *'''*****^'' *"Jl!ni  « 
or  malpractices  have  existed  in  their  nttn»gc«M  » ^ 
send  for  persons  and  papers,  to  examii>«  *[jj"|^ 
oath,  and  to  appoint  a  clerk  to  record  their  procee   f 

Mr.  BOULDIN  aaid  that,  on  looking  <^'**7i^ 
the  instructions  moved  by  the  gentleman  fr<>®'**;' pif 
[Mr.  Thomas,]  it  did  not  appear  to  foHow  ne**^; 
that  all  memoriala  and  petitions  ahould  be  V^^^i^^ 
the  committee  before  their  final  action  on  the«"J* 


'lilt! 


\nc  commuiee  ociore  iiieir  nnai  acuuii  «"  •—  .  ^ 
Although  it  did  appear,  from  the  ir«n*'^TSti« 
all  memorials  and  petitions  ahould  be  ^^^['^LtiKrt 
committee  before  their  final  actionj  and  »J^"?"^{ 
might  be,  and  probably  was,  a  propriety  in  ^?^^ 

tee  having  everything  before  Ihero  »" '*r!°ihe co» 
subject,  still  it  did  not  necessarily  follow  wat^^ 

mittee  should  make  no  report  until  the  vthole  u  ^ 
expired  durin;^  which  they  had  the  right  to  r 
them.  Believing  tlie  committee  would  ^V^^,fi 
as  possible,  and  that  all  the  memorials,  P^  '!'f^efbrt 
views,  in  regard  to  this  matter,  would  be  w^  ^, 
them  as  soon  as  possible,  he  would  witbdrs*  LtMck'^ 
to  strike  out.  He  did  not  wish  to  throw  any  oo^  ^ 
the  way  of  immediate  and  efficient  action  up 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louisiana,  desired  to  *»« '"Xaof 
whether  the  House  had  the  power,  under  tbccD»f^ 
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these  banks,  to  make  the  proposed  investigation?  His 
I'ote  would  depend  on  the  answer  which  might  be  given 
to  this  inquiry. 

Mr.  THOMAS  said  that  the  banks  of  the  District  were 
applying  to  Congress  for  an  extension  of  their  charters, 
and  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  they  could  obtain 
their  object  unless  they  submitted  to  a  reasonable  exam- 
ination. On  the  other  hand,  if  the  committee  transcend 
their  powers,  the  directors  of  the  banks,  knowing  their 
rights,  would  not  submit  to  it.  From  the  fact  that  these 
corporations  are  asking  privileges,  they  would  not  re- 
strain the  committee  in  any  reasonable  examination,  and 
the  House  itself  has  the  power  to  adjudicate  between 
the  committee  and  the  banks. 

Mr.  McKBNNAN  offered  the  following  amendment, 
as  an  additional  instruction  to  the  committee: 

And  that  the  said  committee  be  instructed  to  report 
to  this  House  the  names  and  persons,  dates  and  amounts 
of  all  loans  made  by  the  District  banks  to  members  of 
Congress  or  other  officers  of  the  Government,  since  the 
1st  day  of  October,  1833. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  said,  in  offering  the  amendment,  U 
was  not  his  intention  to  detain  the  House  with  an^  de- 
tailed reasons  in  its  support.  Its  object  was  plam  on 
the  face  of  it.  It  would  be  recollected  that,  in  the  in- 
vestigation which  was  made  some  years  since  into  the 
affairs  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  such  an  inquiry 
as  he  now  proposed  by  his  amendment  was  made,  and, 
as  the  result  of  that  inquiry,  the  names  of  many  distin- 
guished men  were  held  up  to  the  scorn  of  the  public  as 
being  under  the  corrupt  influence  of  the  bank.  His  ob- 
ject was  to  have  the  inquiry  as  broad,  as  thorough,  and 
searching,  as  it  was  on  the  former  occasion;  and  he 
would  content  himself  with  submitting  it  to  the  decision 
of  the  House,  merely  asking  the  favor  to  grant  him  the 
ayes  and  noes  on  the  question. 

Mr.  CAMBRELEN6  asked  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania  to  withdraw  his  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  as  no 
one,  he  presumed,  would  oppose  the  proposition. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  of  Maryland,  entertained,  he  said,  a 
somewhat  different  view  of  the  proposition,  and  could 
not  support  it,  unless  it  was  so  modified  as  to  gpve  the 
committee  discretionary  power  to  report  the  names  or 
not.  This  was  what  was  done  in  the  case  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  The  committee  were  furnished 
by  the  president  of  the  bank  with  a  list  of  the  members 
who  had  had  transactions  with  the  institution;  but  fhat 
list  never  saw  the  light.  It  was  not  made  a  part  of  the 
report  of  the  committee. 

Fur  one,  he  was  unwilling  to  consent  to  that  investi- 
^tion,  for  the  reason  that  there  was  no  law  prohibiting 
a  member  of  Congress  from  borrowing  of  the  United 
States  Bank.  Unless  there  was  g^od  reason  to  suspect 
some  illegality  or  impropriety  in  private  transactions,  he 
was  unwilling  to  give  them  publicity.  He  was  willing 
that  the  gross  amount  loaned  by  the  deposite  bank  to 
[nembers  and  other  public  functionaries  should  be  sta- 
ted, and  that  individual  transactions  should  be  reported, 
n  cases  marked  by  any  impropriety.  He  would  ask  the 
gentleman  to  modify  his  motion  so  as  to  give  the  com- 
[fiTnittee  discretionary  power  to  disclose  private  trans- 
actions where  there  was  any  ground  for  a  disclosure. 
He  knew  no  instance  of  any  transaction  of  the  kind, 
nor  had  he  the  slightest  apprehension  that  any  had  ta- 
lc en  place  which  could,  in  the  slightest  degree,  impeach 
:lie  conduct  of  any  member  on  this  floor,  or  of  any  offi- 
:;tfr  of  the  Government.  Should  any  such  case  be  dis- 
covered, however,  the  individual  concerned,  whether 
riend  or  foe,  would  meet  with  no  protection  from  him. 
hi  e  was  only  desirous  that  the  instruction  should  not  im- 
pose on  the  committee  the  necessity  of  making  public 
yrivate  trantactiunsok  a  nature  with  which  the  public 
i»d  no  concern. 

Vot.  XU,— 133 


Mr.  BEARDSLEY  asked  the  reading  of  the  amend* 
ment,  and,  after  it  was  read,  remarked  that  he  cared 
very  little  whether  it  was  adopted  or  not.  He  did  not 
think  it  of  any  sort  of  moment  whether  they  ascertained 
the  names  of  all  the  public  officers  of  the  Government, 
or  of  all  the  members  of  Congress,  who  might  have  bor- 
rowed money  of  one  or  other  of  the  banks  of  the  Dis- 
trict, since  one  of  the  local  banks  became  the  depos- 
itory of  the  public  money.  Let  those  who  were  inter- 
ested in  the  inquiry  take  the  consequences,  if  any  should 
follow. 

Mr.   B.  rose  principally,  he  said,  to  notice  something 
that  fell  from  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
about  an  examination  that  took  place,  of  a  similar  char- 
acter to  the  present,  in  relation  to  tlie  debtors  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.     He  understood  that  gentle- 
man to  say  that  a  list  of  members  of  Congress,  indebted 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  branches,  had 
been  furnished  by  the  officers  of  that  institution  to  the 
committee  of  investigation  in  1832,  and  that  that  list 
had  not,  from  that  time  to  this,  seen  the  light.     Now, 
Mr.  B.  himself  recollected  to  have  seen  that  list  during 
the  session  of  1832,  and  he  was  very  glad  to  learn  on 
the  present  occasion,  in  a  public  way,  from  one  of  tbe 
committee,  as  he  heard  it    before  stated  by  common 
report  at  that  time,  that  the  list  possessed  by  the  commit- 
tee had  been  furnished  by  the  officers  of  th&t  institu- 
tion; for  he  could  state  one  fact  within  his  own  knowl- 
edge, touching  the  accuracy,  or  the  j;ro8S  inaccuracy, 
rather,  of  that  statement.    Thht  list  set  forth,  among 
other  things,  that  a  particular  individual,  then  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress,  who  never  borrowed  a  farthing  of  the 
bank  or  its  branches  in  his  life,  was  indebted  to  it  in  the 
sum  of  three,  four,  five,  or  six  thousand  dollars.     That 
statement,  so  far  as  that  individual  was  concerned,  was 
in  no  sense  true,  and  never  was  true,  and  those  who  fur- 
nished that  list  must  have  known  it  was  not  true  at  the 
time  they  furnished  it.     The  list  called  for  was  of  those 
who  were  indebted  to  the  hank.     The  individual  refer- 
red to,  it  was  true,  had  endorsed  for  other  persons,  who 
were  his  friends,  and  who  were  themselves  indebted  to 
the  bank,  but  the  paper  was  never  protested,  and  yet 
he  was  held  up  by  the  officers  of  that  institution  as  an 
original  debtor  to  the  bank,  and  as  one  who  had  taken 
and  used  its  money.     The  object  must  have  been,  as  the 
effect  would  have  been  if  the  list  had  been  published,  to 
induce  the  public  to  believe  that  that  individual  was  un- 
der the  same  obligations  as  others  were.     He  could  well 
imagine  that  those  who  furnished  that  list  were  utterly 
ashamed  that  it  should  have  shown  its  face,  for  the  state- 
ment referred  to  he  knew  to  be  untrue,  both  in  spirit 
and  in  fact.     It  was  very  well  it  did  not  see  the  light, 
for  he  believed  it  was  full  of  misrepresentations  in  other 
respects  also. 

With  regard  to  the  present  inquiry,  Mr.  B.  said,  lim- 
ited as  it  was,  he  did  not  see  that  it  imposed  a  very  bur- 
densome duty  upon  the  committee  that  should  be  ap- 
pointed to  make  the  investigation;  nor  did  he  know  that 
it  would  be  doing  injustice  to  members  of  Congress,  if 
such  there  were,  who  might  have  borrowed  money  of  the 
local  banks  in  that  District,  nor  to  officers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, if  they  should  have  done  so,  as  they  might 
have  done,  for  aught  he  knew.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
that  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  would  assent  to  the 
proposition,  and  agree  that  the  examination  might  be 
made. 

Mr.  THOMAS  said,  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Beabdslst,]  that  he  rose  simply  to  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  modify  his  amend- 
ment so  as  to  make  it  conform  to  the  instructions  to  the 
committee  in  1S33.  He  was  not  to  be  understood  as  op- 
posing the  amendment.  He  merely  rose  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman to  modify  it. 
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Mr.  W.  B.  SHCPARD  tftid  he  wis  rery  Horry  tiMt 
tbe  other  aflK>ciatet  of  tlie  ifentleroan  from  Maryland  on 
the  cdmmtttee  which  inveatigated  the  concerna  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Statea  in  1333  were  not  here  to 
repel  the  charge  brought  againat  the  inatitutinn  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  BsAmDaLiT.]  It  waa 
extremely'  to  be  regretted  that  a  grave  charge  of  falae- 
hood  agamat  ao  reapectable  an  inatitution  as  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Statea  ahoutd  pass  without  notice*  if  the  in- 
dividual making  it  waa  hinuelf  worthy  of  any  notice.  He 
regretted  that  the  aubject  could  not  undergo  an  inveati- 
gation  at  once,  in  order  that  it  might  be  seen  upon 
whom  would  rest  the  charge  of  falaehood.  He  did  not 
know  all  the  officers  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  SUtes, 
but  he  knew  them  well  enough  to  know  that  they  were 
quite  as  incapable  of  falsehood  as  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  and  he  believed  them  to  he  aa  pure  as  any 
member  of  thia  House.  Yes,  said  Mr.  S.,  aa  pure  as 
any  body  of  men  in  the  world.  He  hoped  the  reaolution 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  would  be  adopted^ 
in  the  exact  wordi  in  which  it  was  offered.  He  did  not 
think  it  discreditable  to  borrow  money  of  banks,  and  there 
waa  no  reason  why  borrowers  should  be  ashamed  to  let 
their  namea  go  before  the  public.  He  felt' no  ahame 
when  his  name  was  published  in  bis  district  aa  a  borrower 
from  the  bank.  He  did  borrow,  and  give  ample  aecu* 
ity  for  the  loan,  and  repaid  the  loan.  He  saw  no  reason 
why  any  transaction  of  the  aort  ahould  be  kept  secret, 
and  he  waa  in  favor  of  publishing  the  amount  of  the 
loans,  and  the  namea  of  those  to  whom  they  were  made. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  aaid  he  ahould  not  say  that  there 
were  not  gentlemen  engaged  in  conducting  the  affaira 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea,  aa  pure  aa  any  gen- 
tleman in  that  House,  or  elsewhere.  Upon  that  he 
formed  no  opinion.  He  fpoke  of  a  particular  transac- 
tion. They  w^ere  now  informed,  by  a  gentleman  who 
had  the  means  of  knowing,  that  a  list  of  members  stated 
to  be  debtors  to  the  bank  had  been  furnished  by  the 
bank,  or  rather  by  the  officers  of  that  institution;  and 
Mr.  B.  having  aeen  that  list,  and  knowing  one  of  its 
atatements  to  be  untrue,  he  was  willing  to  state  a  fact 
to  the  Houae  that  was  within  his  own  knowledge.  He 
did  not  say  that  being  indebted  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  was  disreputable;  and  if  the  individual  referred  to 
had  been  indebted  to  tlie  bank,  Mr.  B.  had  no  doubt  be 
would  have  been  as  willing  that  the  House  and  the 
country  ahould  know  it  as  was  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  ADAMS  wished  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Bsabdslxt]  to  inform  him  where,  when,  and 
by  whom,  the  document  which  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  [Mr.  Thomas]  had  stated  bad  not  been  report- 
ed by  the  committee  uf  1832  to  the  House,  had  been 
communicated  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
BxABBSLKT,]  and  what  evidence  he  had  that  the  docu- 
ment communicated  to  him  was  the  same  which  the 
committee  bad  withheld  from  the  House. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  was  just  as  ready  to  answer  that 
question  as  any  thing  else.  The  paper  in  question  was 
shown  to  Mr.  B.  in  that  hall,  by  one  who,  he  believed, 
was  a  member  of  the  committee,  although  he  was  not 
ak\le  to  recollect  the  gentleman's  name.  Mr.  B.  saw 
the  entry;  the  paper  was  represented  to  him  as  the 
original  paper  furnished  by  the  bank,  and,  for  that 
reason,  he  believed  it  to  be  a  genuine  paper. 

Mr.  McRENNAN  said  that  the  fact  stated  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  that  a  liat  of  the  debtors  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  in  the  possession  of 
the  committee  of  investigation,  and  submitted  to  him  and 
his  friends  for  inspection,  furnished  the  best  reason  for 
his  declining  to  accede  to  the  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Maiprland  so  to  modify  his  amendment  aa  to 
leave  it  discretionary  with  the  committee  to  report  such 


names  and  cases  as  they  ahould  think  proper.  He  met: 
no  aecret  lists,  to  which  the  fj^entlemaii  from  NevTcn  I 
and  his  friends  might  have  mccreia,  and  from  which  xir  I 
tions  might  be  made,  ao  m  to  hold  up  to  the  pobke^ ) 
namea  <M  particular  indiriduBlSp  as  under  the  conr 
influence  of  any  of  the  banks.  Nor  did  he  wish  to »; 
it  in  the  power  of  the  oooumltee  to  be  appointed 
select  tlie  persona  and  tratnnctiona  which  tbey  vie> 
report  to  the  House.  All  the  evidence  they  lake,  i 
the  information  tbey  receive,  ought  to  be  submind^ 
the  House,  which  is  to  jud^  of  the  propriety  oriaT' 
priety  of  the  management  of  the  institutioM  vka 
affairs  are  to  be  investigated.  He  had  no  doubt  k 
committee  to  be  appointed  by  the  Chair  would  do  o 
dutv;  but  he  did  not  wish  it  placed  in  such  a  ft»i<»^ 
to  be  exposed  even  to  the  charge  of  partisSty.  w 
therefore  wished  in  this  matter  to  give  them  oodiscR 
tion.  He  wished  a  deep,  thorouf^h  investigation  :o^ 
msde,  and  the  reault  of  that  inveatigration  reported  tc'k 
House,  so  that  each  and  every  member  could  bre  is 
opportunity  of  seeing  it,  and  drmwing  his  oirn  isfeww 
from  the  facta  disdoMd.  , 

Mr.  J.  Q.  ADAMS  rose  end  ssiid:  Mr.  Spak^' 
shall  be  under  the  necewty  of  roting  ag^M^'^f^ 
ment  of  the  gentkinan  from  Pennaylvania,  [^'^?* 
■AH,]  and  against  the  Instructions  propoied  oj  "^ 
gentleman  from  MaryUnd,  [Mr.  THOicAaO  «n<l  tw  djw 
grounda  which  I  have  assumed,  from  the  time  w<^ 
examination  into  the  affairs  of  banks  was  firA  bn"P^ 
before  this  House. 

At  the  first  session  of  the  twenty-tecond  Coiip» 
sir,  when  the  first  inveatigation  into  the  aftttn  o^^ 
United  States  Bank  waa  determined  upon  by  the  Ho^ 
of  Representatives,  and  a  committee  was  appoinieciv 
that  purpose,  I  distincUy  took  the  ground  ^^"^  •'^JJ 
ination  into  the  private  accounts  of  »'^*^**^"*^/'fo., 
bank  was  a  proper  aubject  of  iuvestigation;  and, «» 
conaiderable  debate,  which  lasted  for  aeversl  o»jyjr 
was  the  determination  of  the  House  at  that  time,  imi^ 
powera  of  the  committee  of  investigation  **'*•,  Lu 
resolution  which  authorised  that  inveatigation,  so  unn^ 
and  confined.  I,  sir,  had  the  honor  of  being  ■  ?fyji. 
of  that  committee;  and,  upon  their  arrival  »n  fD»^ 
phia,  upon  their  commencing  the  duties  of  their  • 
among  the  propoaitiona  and  demands  made  by  ^^^.^ 
mittee  was  one  to  this  effect:  a  Hat  of  the  debtors  w  ^ 
United  States  Bank,  being  members  of  CongK»*  J  ; 
I  resisted  and  opposed  the  motion  in  the  c^'^Ycsf  ' 


of  the  House  that  such  power  should  be  **5  kqI' 
that  committee.  The  majority  of  the  committee, 
ever,  determined  otherwise.  The  question  vm  r^ 
And  at  that  time,  air,  precisely  the  same  rp"":  (i^n 
Uken  as  is  now  taken— that  it  was  not  with  the  inw  ^ 
of  exposing  the  private  tranaactiona  of  membcrt  ^ 
gress  with  the  bank— that  it  waa  not  for  the  p«rP^^ , 
being  able  to  point  at  this  man,  ^^^^f^!*  l^snte 
man  who  has  been  bought  by  the  bank,"  »na  a^ »"  ^ 
time  to  suppress  the  name  of  another  iw"  ''Jucr^ 
equally  liable  to  that  objection;  btit  that  it  w^  *  °  ^^^ 
tionary  power,  to  be  exerciaed  by  the  ^^^''"""^^^.-rtBio* 
public  nUerest,  in  order  that  they  m''gh<  "J  ^^^ 
whether  it  would  be  a  proper  thing  for  them  to  jxy^^ 
to  this  House  or  not.  Sir,  the  question  wa*  P|!^^^^, 
officers  of  the  bank  to  furniah  such  a  list.  At  ^"*  r  ^^^e 
and  to  that  committee,  the  preaident  and  directors  .^ 
United  Sutes  Bank  unfolded  every  thing;  ^'^^^.^.n!' 
volunurily;  and  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  't  was  ac^n^Jjjj 
nicd,  at  the  same  time,  by  a  notice,  fronfi  ll»c  P*"  ^^ 
of  tlie  inatitution,  that  the  bsnk  did  not  wish  (o  "^  ^|^ 
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pr  esident  and  directors  mipht  be  jufftifled  in  denying, 
f>«at  that  they  were  deriroui  to  lay  open  evety  thing  to 
ttie  view  of  the  committee.    Nothing  that  waa  asked 
Mr  as  denied  t  and,  in  conaequenoe  of  that  reqaett,  along 
list  of  members  of  Congress,  and  of  officers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, was  furnished  {  and  letters  from  persons  high 
io  office,  soliciting  loans  for  along  period  of  time,  for  a 
series  of  years,  was  exhibited  to  the  committee.     Sir,  it 
was  a  two-edged  sword,  for  it  cut  on  both  sides {  and 
^v  hen  the  committee  got  it,  they  determined  to  keep  it 
to  themselves.    They  did  this  against  my  opinion {  for  I 
^ras  as  strenuous  and  as  earnest  to  have  that  paper  re- 
ported  here,  as  I  had  been  against  calling  for  it  from  the 
bank.     And  it  may  be  within  the  memory  of  a  portion 
of  the  members  of  this  House,  that,  in  a  report  which  I 
separately  made  upon  this  subject,  I  brought  before  the 
Huuse,  upon  my  own  authority,  a  list  of  the  members 
of  Congress  who  had  received  favors  from  the  l>ank. 
Sir,   tliis  also  was  a  two-edged  sword,  which  cut  both 
Mrays;  for  it  cut  in  such  a  way  that  I  did  not  know 
'wrhether  I  should  be  suffered  to  remain  a  member  of  this 
House  for  having  presented  it.     This  is  in  the  memory 
o  f  members  of  this  House,  who  were  also  members  of 
tiaat.     Let  us,  then,  have  no  discretionary  powers.     If 
tite  committee  must  grope  into  secret  transactions,  in 
o  rder  that  they  may  pomt  at  A,  B,  and  C,  and  keep 
l>  ack  the  names  of  D,  E,  and  F,  I,  at  least,  am  opposed 
\€D  such  a  state  of  facts.     I  say,  fair  play  is  a  jewel;  let 
las  have  both  sides  of  the  question.     And  still  more  do  I 
cSesire  that  these  things  may  be  done  in  a  fair  and  open 
Tvianner,  so  that  four  or  five  years  hence  no  base  accusa* 
lions  against  the  United  States  Bank  may  be  made  of 
raise  returns,  when  they  have  not  t'he  means  to  prove 
that  the  returns  were  not  false;  that  no  separate,  and 
private,  ami  secret  communications  of  documents  before 
t  he  committee,  true  or  false,  may  be  produced  against 
the  president  and  directors  of  the  United  States  Bank, 
when  they  have  not  the  means  to  defend  themselves 
against  it. 

Now,  sir,  I  say  that,  upon  the  opinion  I  have  uniform- 
ly entertained,  I  cannot  vote  for  the  amendment  of  the 
member  from  Pennsylvania.  I  do  not  wish  to  know 
what  notes,  bonds,  or  obligations,  whether  as  principals 
or  endorsers,  gentlemen  around  me,  all  of  whom  I  es- 
teem as  men  of  honor,  liave  with  these  banks.  I  say 
this:  that  in  the  list  which  was  presented  to  the  commit- 
tee before,  of  all  the  transactions  which  were  exhibited 
of  members  of  Congfress,  as  well  as  of  officers  of  the 
Government,  there  was  no  transaction  whatever  which, 
in  my  opinion,  could  aflTect  the  character  of  any  one 
man  upon  either  side  of  the  House,  in  any  disadvan- 
tageous way.  There  was  nothing  dishonorable;  nothing 
which  any  man  implicated  need  to  have  been  ashamed 
of.  But  there  were  things  in  relation  to  members  of 
this  House  which  probably  miglit  have  been  pointed 
out  to  their  constituents  at  the  neit  election,  and  made 
the  instruments  of  party  zeal  or  personal  maligniW,  to 
injure  them.  l*here  might  have  been  things  of  that 
sort  then,  and  there  may  be  now.  I  know  not  whether 
there  were  or  not;  for,  as  to  myself,  liaving  heretofore 
taken  a  deep  interest  in  the  proceedings  of  the  House 
in  relation  to  banks,  and  particularly  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  standing  here,  as  I  have  stood  be- 
fore, to  vindicate  the  honor  of  those  absent  high  and 
honorable  men,  the  officers  of  that  institution,  from  slan- 
der, 1  think  it  necessary  to  ssy,  that  never,  since  I  have 
had  a  seat  in  this  House,  have  I,  in  any  sense,  had  a  peN 
sonal  interest  of  any  kind  in  that  bank,  either  as  a  stock- 
holder or  a  debtor. 

Upon  these  grounds,  sir,  I  shall,  as  I  have  stated,  al- 
though reluctantly,  vote  against  the  proposition  of  my 
friend  from  Pennsylvania,  and  I  shall  vote  also  against 
the  instructions  proposed  by  the  member  from  Mary- 


land, because  I  conceive  those  instructions  to  be  fiir  too 
extensive-^far  more  than  this  House  of  honorable  men 
ought  to  authorize  any  committee  to  inquire  into.     And 
I  shall  give  this  vote  the  more  readily,  sir,  because  the 
member  from  New  York  yesterday  congratulated  the 
House  that  now  gentlemen  were  more  ready  to  go  into 
an  inquiry,  and  that  in  former  times  there  had  been  a 
great  struggle  against  the  inquiry.     Sir,  I  struggle  now 
for  what  I  have  always  struggled.    I  cannot  consent  to 
any  examination  which  shall  go  into  the  private  affairs 
of  others  who  are  not  present  to  defend  themselves.    I 
cannot  consent  to  justify  any  thing  which  bears  the  ap- 
pearance of  doubt  in  relation  to  any  transactions  of  pri- 
vate individuals  with  banks.     I  have  the  same  objection 
now  which  I  always  had,  and  I  have  another  objection 
to  the  instructions  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland. 
They  propose  to  ref^r  not  only  the  memorial  now  be- 
fore the  House,  but  all  possible  memorials  that  can  come 
here  praying  for  the  recharter  of  (he  present  banks,  or 
for  the  charter  of  any  new  banks  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, during  the  whole  session  of  Congress,  to  the 
same  select  committee.    To  refer  papers  to  come  here- 
after!   It  is  contrary  to  all  the  rules  of  the  House  to 
make  them  a  standing  committee  for  every  thing,  to 
prejudge  a  question  which  has  not  yet  been  even  pre- 
sented.    Who  knows  but  that  to-morrow  a  memorial 
may  come  here  for  the  establishment  of  a  new  bank  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  not  connected  with  any  one  of 
the  present  banks?    Well,  by  these  instructions,  you 
will  refer  the  memorial  beforehand,  because  here  are 
certain  gentlemen  appointed  to  keep  watch  over  it. 
Not  that  1  distrust  those  who  may  be  appointed  the  com- 
mittee, for  I  believe  that  they  will  be  all  honorable  men, 
but  this  resolution  proposes  that  the  House  shall  intrust 
all  memorials  to  this  committee  for  six  montha  to  come. 
Sir,  I  believe  that  this  is  an  unexampled  trust;  I  do  not 
know  any  instance  of  it  that  has  ever  happened.     But 
the  original  proposition  went  further,  and  authorized 
the  committee  of  the  House  to  enter  into  private  con- 
sultation with    any  committee   of  the   Senate  which 
might  be  appointed  for  making  a  similar  investigation; 
not  a  joint  committee,  such  as  is  usually  appointed;  but 
it  authorized  this  private  committee  of  discretion  to  en- 
ter into  private  consultation  with  any  committee  of  the 
Senate  which  might  be  appointed  for  a  similar  purpose— 
a  proceeding  utterly  repugnant  to  every  rule  and  prin- 
ciple of  intercourse  between  the  two  Houses.    I  do  not 
know  but  that  we  might  as  well  add  that  every  memori- 
al, public  or  private,  which  shall  be  presented  here  for 
the  next  six  months— from  now  to  the  end  of  the  ses- 
sion—shall^ be  confided  to  this  committee,  with  discre- 
tion to  do  just  what  they  please  with  it. 

It  appears  to  me,  sir,  that  these  instructions  transcend 
all  the  powers  usually  given  to  committees.  For  my- 
self, I  am  not  willing  that  any  such  committee  stiould  be 
appointed. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said,  having  differed  in  his 
views  on  this  question,  in  1833,  from  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  he  would  state  his  reasons  for  it. 
Some  gentlemen  on  this  floor  brought  strong  allegations 
against  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and,  so  far  f)*on 
resisting  an  investigition  of  those  charges,  the  friends 
of  the  institution  owed  it  to  themselves  and  it  to  afford 
every  opportunity  to  probe  them  to  the  bottom.  When 
the  committee  was  organized  and  met,  the  president  of 
the  bank  took  a  course  precisely  opposite  to  that  taken 
by  the  friends  of  the  institution  on  this  floor,  and  chal- 
lenged the  most  rigid  scrutiny.  The  rule  adopted  on 
that  occasion  by  the  committee  was  one  which,  he 
hoped,  would  govern  this  and  every  similar  committee. 
It  was  this:  that  no  private  transaction,  unless  it  was 
supposed  to  be  of  a  corrupt  nature,  should  be  dragged' 
before  the  public.    This  rule  applied  to  the  transactions 
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of  merchanti  and  bankers  at  well  as  to  memberi  of  Con- 
gress, &c.  He  hoped  the  House  would  see  the  pro- 
priety of  this  course.  There  was  no  question  as  to  the 
correctness  of  the  course  taken  on  the  occasion  which 
he  referred  to  by  the  president  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  He  tendered  unreserved  communications, 
and  they  were  made  in  such  a  shspe  as  was  desired  by 
the  committee.  He  did  not  believe  that  the  president 
had  any  design,  in  making  them,  to  impose  any  misstate- 
ment on  the  committee.  The  papers  presented  were 
merely  transcripts  from  the  books  of  the  bank,  made  by 
the  clerks.  He  did  not  think  any  charge  could  be 
made  against  the  officers  of  the  institution,  in  relation 
to  the  paper  alluded  to.  The  committee  thought  it 
unnecessary  to  lay  it  before  the  House  or  give  it  any 
publicity,  for  the  reason  that  it  related  to  private  trans- 
actions of  an  unimportant  character.  As  to  the  amend- 
ment now  oflTered,  he  would  prefer  that  it  should  be  so 
modified  as  to  leave  it  discretionary  with  the  committee 
to  report  private  transactions  or  not;  but  he  should  vote 
for  the  proposition  in  any  shape  in  which  it  might  be 
offered,  believing,  as  he  did,  that  it  was  improper  in 
any  public  functionary  to  deal  with  banks  and  receive 
favors  from  them. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  said  he  agreed  perfectly  with  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  in  reproba- 
ting every  thing  like  slander,  in  whatever  form  it  might 
be  presented  {  and  it  was  because  he  reprobated  slander 
so  much  as  he  did,  that  he  thought  the  occasion  that 
offered  that  morning  warranted  him,  nay,  more,  requi- 
red of  him,  that  he  should  make  the  explanation  he  did. 
The  charge,  as  it  appeared  on  the  paper  Mr.  B.  saw, 
was  calculated,  if  he  might  judge  from  the  face  of  the 
paper,  to  produce  an  impression  that  the  individual  re- 
ferred to  had  borrowed  the  sum  of  four,  five,  or  six 
thousand  dollars,  or  whatever  the  amount  was,  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  immediately  before  the  time 
the  investigation  took  place,  or  within  some  few  months 
of  it.  He  was  not  indicted  as  an  endorser,  but  as  one 
directly  indebted  to  the  bank.  Now,  knowing  that  to 
be  utterly  untrue,  and  knowing  it  on  its  face  calculated 
to  produce  a  slanderous  impression,  Mr.  B.  had  thought, 
and  still  thought,  it  his  duty  to  expose  it.  He  was,  he 
said,  against  all  slanders,  whether  they  came  from  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  from  any  other  quarter, 
and  was  as  ready  to  denounce  them  as  the  gentlenun 
himself. 

There  was  one  remark  of  the  gentleman  to  which  Mr. 
B.  would  particularly  recur.  He  understood  the  gen- 
tleman to  say  that  this  was  either  a  base  charge  in  its 
nature,  on  account  of  transactions  to  which  Mr.  B.  had 
pointed,  or  else  that  it  was  base  to  make  the  charge.  If 
the  gentleman  desired  to  be  understood  in  the  former 
sense,  Mr.  B.  agreed  with  him,  and  was  willing  to  let 
it  be  judged  by  the  public.  He  had  not,  and  should 
not  characterize  more  strongly  than  the  gentleman  him- 
self had  done.  But  if  the  gentleman  meant  that  it  was 
base  for  a  man,  who  was  himself  slandered,  to  expose 
the  charge,  Mr.  B.  would  tell  the  gentleman  that  it  did 
not  comport  with  what  he  considered  a  proper  self-re« 
apect.  He  held  it  right  to  apeak  out  in  such  cases,  in 
all  places,  in  public  and  before  the  world,  fall  where  it 
mig^t.  Mr.  B.  did  not  say  who  was  guilty.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  had  said  the  information  was 
furnished  by  the  bank,  and  Mr.  B.  said  the  statement 
was  untrue.  Surely  it  was  not  base  to  state  the  fact! 
The  original  fabrication  might  be  base,  but  the  exposure 
of  it  could  not  be  so  held.  He  would  forbear  to  say 
any  more  on  the  aubjeet.  He  had  said  thus  much,  be- 
cause he  deemed  it  due  to  the  occasion  and  to  himself. 

With  regard  to  the  views  entertained  by  the  commit- 
tee of  investigation  at  that  time,  Mr.  B.  had  no  concern 
about  it.     He  was  not  on  the  committee,  and  he  cared 


little  whether  the  inquiry  waa  published  or  witb^^U 
If  some  members  of  the  committee  thought  the  inqan 
proper,  and  others  reprobated  it  as  improper,  th^ 
might  adjuat  the  matter  as  they  pleased.  And  it,  &f  rr 
obtaining  the  information,  they  choose  to  aupprts  -. 
he  was  equally  as  indifferent  as  be  waa  to  the  aubjec:  li 
inquiry  itself.  But  if  the  honorable  member  metat  t 
have  it  understood  that  this  paper  waa  exhibited  to  SL- 
B.  in  a  secret  and  clandestine  way,  or  that  It  was  sbcvi 
to  him  only,  and  not  to  others,  the  gentleman  wts  mt- 
taken.  It  came  to  Mr.  B.  in  no  such  lijpht,  and  in  x 
such  manner.  He  supposed  at  the  time  it  waa  to  Iim  i 
been  published  entire,  though  be  cared  not  whetbr: ' 
was  or  not;  and  he  never  dreamed  that  this  stateBn: 
was  omitted,  until  some  time  afterwards,  oa  lookio^  ^. 
the  report,  he  found  it  had  been  left  out.  What  be- 
came of  it  he  knew  not,  nor  ever  heard  till  to-day;  of. 
if  he  did,  it  eacaped  his  memory.  He  was  not  ai>k  i: 
say  from  recollection  whether  the  minority  report  of  t^ 
honorable  member  from  Massachusetts  oamcd  aS  tk 
members  of  Congress  or  not,  or  whether  the  tndrndsii 
he  referred  to  was  named  in  it. 

Mr.  ADAMS  briefly  explained.  He  had  ttiirved  to 
the  names  of  all  who  had  received  favors  froatbebtak, 
by  having  their  payments  as  members  maule  befote  the 
appropriation  was  made  for  it. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  said  he  had  misapprehended  tbe 
remark  of  the  gentleman,  but  was  satisfied  by  the  a 
planation.  The  honorable  gentleman  and  himself  setsr 
ed  to  entertain  the  same  opinion  of  the  real  charactered 
the  transaction  which  he  had  referred  to;  they  difTrfoi 
only  upon  the  propriety  of  speaking  of  it.  GenUeiKt 
might  suppose  it  base  and  slanderous  to  apeak  of  H,  be- 
cause it  pointed  to  the  president  and  directorsof  a  lv|t 
moneyed  inatitution;  and  such  seemed  to  be  the  vicval 
the  honorable  member  from  Massachusetts.  Mr.  B. 
thought  the  transaction  not  the  less  reprehensble  o' 
that  Bcore.  If  those  who  conducted  the  aflVirs  of  d^e 
bank,  as  was  now  ascertained  from  two  or  three  aiee- 
bera  of  the  committee,  did  furnish  information  he  kaev 
to  be  untrue,  he  held  that  he  was  at  all  times  at  perfrct 
liberty  to  expose  it  before  the  world,  and  should  alvin 
feel  it  his  duty  to  do  so,  be  the  parties  who  they  migbt. 

Mr.  HOWARD  called  for  the  reading  of  the  ameni 
ment,  and  said  that  his  object  was  to  inquire  from  the 
mover  whether  he  intended  the  period  in  the  htter 
clause  to  be  the  time  when  public  money  was  first  de- 
posited in  any  District  bank,  or  the  time  when  tiie 
change  took  place  over  the  country.  He  remembered 
a  document  in  which  it  was  stated  that  the  public  ns- 
ney  had  always  been  deposited  in  one  or  more  of  the 
District  banks.  If  that  were  the  time  to  which  the  is- 
quiry  was  proposed  to  be  extended,  he  had  no  objec- 
tion<  but  if  it  were  intended  to  limit  the  investigation  to 
the  laat  two  years,  he  would  sooner  that  the  limiiatioa 
should  be  stricken  out.  It  might  be  that  Xhfi  geotlenoa 
from  Pennsylvania  intended  to  show  that  these  loans  to 
ofBcera  of  the  Government  and  the  members  of  Con- 
gress were  useful  to  the  public,  and  neceasary,  in  coo- 
sequence  of  the  great  delsy  in  passing  the  annual  >ppriv 
priation  bills,  whereby  it  was  sometimes  absolutely  ne* 
cessary  to  anticipate  salaries.  Mr.  H.  said  that  lie  re- 
membered a  document  in  which  he,  in  common  viiit 
every  other  member  of  the  House,  was  reported  as  a 
debtor  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  State?,  when,  in  fact, 
he  had  never  owed  the  bank  a  dollar  in  his  life.  This 
circumstance  arose  from  the  bank's  charging  evert 
member  of  Congress  with  his  per  diem  as  he  drew  i: 
from  time  to  time,  not  deeming  itself  at  liberty,  until 
after  the  passage  of  the  appropriation  bill,  to  transfer  a 
portion  of  the  public  money  to  the  credit  of  the  proper 
officer  of  the  House.  If  it  were  intended  to  draw  an  in- 
ference from  these  loans  that  those  corporations  were 
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isefulf  the  inquiry  might  u  well  be  pushed  further 
•ack  than  the  last  two  years.  But  it  might  also  happen 
hat  the  object  of  the  limitation  might  be  to  show  that 
hese  corporations  had  recently  made  these  loans,  con- 
rary  to  their  former  practice,  and,  by  so  doing,  inter- 
ered  with  the  money  concerns  of  the  Government.  It 
ieemed  to  be  probable  that  the  business  of  some  of 
hese  banks  might  have  become  more  extensive  lately, 
n  consequence  of  the  contraction  of  the  business  of  the 
lank  of  the  United  States;  but  it  was  also  probable  that 
I  portion  of  their  business  had  always  been  that  of  fur« 
liahlngf  facilities  to  persons  connected  with  the  Govern- 
ment, fVom  the  cause  abovementionedf  and  if  the  House 
(hould  limit  its  inquiry  to  a  very  moderate  date,  the  in- 
ference would  necessarily  be,  that  all  this  was  fresh 
business,  arising  from  some  recent  cause,  whereas  it 
might  be  nothing  more  than  a  continuation  of  their  cus- 
tomary proceedings.  He  did  not  like  to  vote  for  any 
•Amendment  which  would  prevent  access  to  this  informa- 
tion, and  would  be  obliged  to  move  to  strike  out  the 
(latter  clause  of  it. 

Mr.  GRENNELL,  of  Massachusetts,  rose  and  said  the 
^-eaaons  for  this  amendment  to  the  instructions  had  not 
.leen  stated  by  the  mover  with  sufficient  distinctness  to 
^fnable  him  to  comprehend  them,  and  none  had  occur- 
red to  his  mind  of  sufficient  weight  to  command  his  vote 
Jor  the  present  proposition.     The  object  of  the  original 
resolution,  said  Mr.  G.,  was  perfectly  justifiable,  name- 
Jy,  to  in  quire  into  the  past  conduct  and  present  condi- 
tion of  the  banks  in  this  Districi;  and  for  a  twofold  pur- 
pose: first,  to  guide  the  judgment  of  this  House  on  the 
question  of  recharter;  and,  secondly,  to  show  to  this 
community  the  causes  and  the  authors  of  their  embar- 
rassmen  ts  or  suflferings  in  the  matter  of  the  bank  cur- 
rency c»f  this  District.     Mismansgement  and  abuse  of 
powers  have  been  charged  against  several  of  the  District 
,  banks  to  such  extent  as  to  work  a  forfeiture  of  their 
charters .     Of  the  justice  of  these  charges  I  pretend  not 
now  to  Judge.    But  we  have  witnessed  enough  to  justi- 
fy a  rigid  investigation  of  their  concerns  and  conduct; 
it  is  due  to  this  community,  and  to  this  Legislature,  from 
whence  these  corporations  emanated. 

But,  sir,  is  the  inquiry  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  at  all  germane  to  this  original  object.^ 
It  seems  to  me  not.    What  is  it?    Why,  sir,  hardly  less 
than  an  dirraignment  or  trial  of  members  of  Congress  and 
officers  of  the  Government.     It  would  be  to  raise  inju- 
rious suspicions  against  them,  most  of  whom  may  have 
been  members  of  a  past  Congress,  and  who  cannot  be 
here  to  protect  themselves,  or  explain  their  transactions 
with  the  banks.     Yes,  sir,  we  are  to  inquire,  first,  into 
mismana^gement  committed  by  the  banks,  fraudulent  and 
corrupt,  as  is  alleged;  and  then,  by  the  same  committee, 
at  the  same  time  and  by  the  same  inquest,  to  ascertain 
'  what  members  of  Congress  have  taken  loans;  as  if  they 
had  been  participating  in  such  mismanagement,  or  in 
some  bad  way  connected  with  these  institutions.    Now, 
sir,  if  this  branch  of  the  instructions  pass,  who  does  not 
see  that  some  portion  of  the  public  may  connect  the  mo- 
tives and  actions  of  members  and  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  the  improper  proceedings  of  the  banks  thus 
accused?    Who  does  not  see  that  odium  may  be  cast 
upon  honorable  gentlemen  for  money  transactions  as  in- 
nocent and  fair  as  any  that  take  place  in  the  dealings  of 
men?    If  you  adopt  this  amendment,  the  public  may 
suppose,  and  with  some  reason,  that  your  commission  is 
not  only  an  inquest  against  doubtful  banks,  but  against 
gentlemen  as  honest  and  honorable  as  any  in  the  country. 
Sir,  I  do  not  know  any  member  of  Congress,  the  pre- 
sent or  past,  who  has  been  a  borrower  at  the  banks  of 
the  District.    If  there  have  been  such,  I  doubt  not  their 
transactions,  and  the  motives  that  influenced  them,  have 
been  fair  and  upright.    And  I  will  not  allow  myself  to 


inquire  or  to  suspect  what  member  or  what  officer  of 
the  Government  has  had  loans  at  these  institution!,  nor 
what  party  in  this  Rouse  or  country  may  be  affiected  by 
the  proposed  inquiry.  I  am  opposed  on  principle  to 
•earching  into,  and  displaying  before  the  world,  the  pri- 
vate transactions  of  individuals  with  banks;  and  so  have 
uniformly  been  my  votes  in  this  Rouse  whenever  such 
questions  have  been  tried.  Especially  am  I  opposed  to 
an  inquiry  which,  without  light  or  reason,  presupposes 
improper  connexions  of  members  of  Congress  with  the 
accused  institutions.  I  can  imagine  no  benefit  to  result 
from  the  amendment  proposed  to  the  instructions,  but 
much  evil  and  injustice. 

One  word,  said  Mr.  G.,  as  to  the  duration  of  this  com- 
mission proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland.  He 
proposes  to  extend  it  through  this  Congress.  I  should 
be  better  satisfied  if  he  would  limit  it  to  the  present  ses- 
sion. 

Mr.  HOWARD  again  asked  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania if  he  would  accept  his  amendment  as  a  modifi- 
cation. 

Mr.  McKBNNAN  could  not,  he  said,  accept  the  amend- 
ment, and  the  House  would  therefore  pass  upon  it.  He 
had  himself  a  distinct  object  in  view,  which  was,  to  as* 
certain  the  loans  made  during  a  certain  period. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Vermont,  remarked  that  the  prop- 
osition  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  would,  he 
hoped,  be  understood  as  having  been  offered  on  his  in* 
dividual  responsibility,  and  not  that  of  the  party  with 
which  the  gentleman  usually  acted.  He  considered  the 
proposition  as  totally  wrong  in  principle,  and  ahould 
therefore  vote  against  it.  Mr.  E.  made  some  few  re- 
marks in  opposition  to  the  motion,  which  the  reporter 
did  not  hear. 

Mr.  HOWARD  said  that,  aAer  what  had  fallen  from 
the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  he  would,  for  the  present, 
withdraw  his  motion,  to  see  what  form  the  amendment 
might  ultimately  assume. 

Mr.  THOMAS  rose,  he  said,  to  say  a  few  words  to  put 
himself  right  before  the  House  in  regard  to  a  subject 
which  had  been  alluded  to.     Before  the  committee  of  in- 
vestigation proceeded  to  act,  the  question  of  power  was 
mooted  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams.] 
At  the  very  first  meeting  of  the  committee  at  the  United 
States  hotel,  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  assumed 
the  position  just  stated  by  him,  that  it  was  improper  and 
incompetent  for  the  committee  to  investigate  any  trans- 
actions between  the  bank  and  its  debtors,  and  the  gen- 
tleman was  particularly  opposed  to  singling  out  for  pub- 
lication the  transactions  between  the  bank  and  members 
of  Congress.     The  committee  decided  sgainst  the  posi« 
tion  of  the  gentleman,  on  the  ground  that  unless  they  ex- 
amined every  transaction,  and  became  acquainted  with 
the  nature  of  the  security  given  for  loans,  they  could  not 
execute  their  instructions,  nor  report  whether  the  bank, 
in  their  opinion,  was  solvent  or  not.     As  to  the  publica- 
tion of  the  documents  obtained,  he  (Mr.  T.)  reserved  to 
himself  the  exercise  of  his  discretion;  and  he  would  not 
consent  now  to  report  private  transactions  of  a  nature 
unimportant  to  the  public,  unless  expressly  so  command- 
ed by  the  House.     He  was  furthermore  opposed  to  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  because  it 
was  confined  to  the  loans  of  one  bank.     There  were 
other  banks  in  the  District  which  had  at  various  times 
been  depositories  of  the  Government  money,  besides  the 
bank  referred  to  in  the  proposed  amendment.     Before 
he  sat  down  he  would  modify  his  resolution  by  inserting 
the  words  <*at  the  present  session*'  after  the  word  Con- 
gress, which  words  were  omitted  in  transcribing  the  res- 
olution, so  that  the  committee  might  take  charge  of  the 
memorials  in  relation  to  the  renewsl  of  charters  or  crea- 
tion of  new  banks  in  the  District,  which  might  be  offered 
I  during  the  present  session. 


2123 


GALES  &  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


Vil- 


li, or  R.] 


Smkt  in  the  DiHrid  of  Coiumhia. 


[Dec.  31,  1? 


Mr.  KINNAKD  here  moved  to  Amend  the  amendment 
by  adding  the  following: 

And  to  make  the  same  inquiry,  as  Tar  as  practicable, 
in  its  application  to  loans  made  by  the  United  States  Bsnk 
and  branches  to  members  of  Congress  and  officers  of 
OoTemment,  since  the  reto  of  the  bill  to  reeharter  said 
bank;  and  also  to  loans  made  to  members  of  Congress  by 
all  the  deposite  banks. 

Mr.  PARKER  moved  the  postponement  of  the  further 
consideration  of  the  resolution  and  smendments  till  Mon- 
dsy  next,  to  give  time  for  printing  the  various  amend- 
ments. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  PARKER  opposed  the  amendments,  and  also  the 
original  proposition,  in  the  form  in  which  it  wss  presented. 

Mr.  MANN  said  he  was  at  this  time  opposed  to  the 
amendment,  and  would  ask  leave  briefly  to  assign  his 
reasons. 

The  amendment  (said  Mr.  M.)  proposes  to  instruct 
the  committee,  as  far  as  msy  be  practicable,  to  inquire 
into  and  report  the  pecuniary  relations  of  the  officers 
of  the  Government,  and  the  members  of  this  House, 
with  the  Bsnk  of  the  United  States  and  branches.  It 
would,  he  said,  be  recollected,  by  all  the  gentlemen  who 
were  members  of  the  Isst  Congress,  that  a  committee 
was  appointed  in  the  spring  of  1834^  fVom  that  body, 
and  instructed  to  mske  similar  inquiries,  and  an  investi- 
gation of  the  affairs  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
generally,  in  pursuance  of  a  power  expressly  reserved 
in  its  charter.  Of  that  committee,  Mr.  M.  said  he  had 
the  honor  of  having  been  a  member;  and  as  such  had 
endeavored,  in  conjunction  with  his  coHeagues,  to  per- 
form the  duty  enjoined  by  the  House.  In  that  endeavor, 
the  committee  had  proceeded  to  Philadelphia,  under  the 
belief  that  the  directors  and  officers  of  the  bank,  pro- 
fessing their  love  and  favor  to  **the  constitution  and 
laws,**  would  not  be  among  those  who  would  **  derogate" 
from  the  former,  nor  contemn  and  defy  the  latter.  But 
(ioud  Mr.  M.)  what  wasthen  the  treatment  which  that  com- 
mittee, that  House,  and,  through  them,  the  nation,  received 
at  the  hands  of  the  great  moneyed  power?  Sir,  (said  Mr. 
M.,)  they  were  defied,  contemned,  insulted,  by  those 
who  proclaim  the  '*  supremacy  of  the  laws  at  the  gstes 
of  their  citadel."  If  you  adopt  this  amendment,  sir,  what 
assurance  have  you  that  your  committee,  and  this  House, 
and  their  constituents,  will  not  again  be  insulted  by  this 
contumacious  and  illegitimate  offspring  of  your  creation 
and  power?  Why,  sir,  are  you  not  sure  that,  unless  you 
send  professors,  who  proclaim  by  heralds  preceding 
them,  not  only  their  love  of  the  constitution  and  laws, 
but  their  love  of  "  golden  relations  to  the  bank,  and 
their  fealty  to  its  power,"  you  are  certain  to  be  defied 
and  insulted  by  resistance,  and  by  reasons  similar  to 
those  you  may  find  upon  your  record  for  that  resistance? 
I  wish  (said  Mr.  M.)  to  recur  to  a  few  of  those  reasons 
on  tiiis  occasion.  That  committee  were  authorized  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers,  under  the  powers  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  its  constitutions!  legislative 
cspacity,  as  is  now  proposed  by  the  resolution  under 
consideration.  Believing  themselves  thus  authorized, 
and  having  exhausted  in  their  eflfurts,  to  execute  the  im- 
portant duty  devolved  upon  them,  all  the  means  de- 
pending upon  the  provisions  of  the  charter,  they  were 
reluctantly  and  unwillingly  driven  to  this  dernier  and 
last  resort.  That  committee,  sir,  accordingly  summoned 
the  president  of  the  bank,  and  their  ten  directors,  to 
appear  before  them,  and  to  submit  certain  books  of  the 
bank  to  the  inspection  of  the  committee.  They  appeared 
according  to  the  exigency  of  the  subpcens,  and  submit- 
ted a  written  document,  which  had  been  previously 
proposed  and  signed  by  them,  ••  as  the'answer  of  each  to 
the  requirement  of  the  summons."  In  that  document 
they  declared  "  that  they  did  not  admit  any  obligation 


by  appearing,  but  attended  to  *  manifest  their  ns^'. 
the  committee;  that  they  did  not  produce  Ihc  l^'t 
designated  and  required,'  because  they  sre  not  i;*^ 
custody  of  either  of  us,  but  of  the  board."  Tlwi 
dared,  further,  that  "consnderingthat,  aicorpa'm 
and  as  directors,  we  are  parties  to  the  proceedls^.  *) 
do  not  consider  ourselves  bound  to  testify,  indtlw^ 
respectfully  decline  to  do  ao."  Sir,  (said  Mr.  M,) ^i 
will  be  your  answer  again  if  you  send  this  CTwr'  • 
unless  it  be  of  that  <•  sacred  confidence*'  kindfbt 
seemed  to  be  subsequently  more  successful,  froi^- 
other  end  of  your  Capitol.  I  select  the  terms  "sr 
confidence"  from  one  of  the  replies  made  by  thccrp^ 
or  oracles  of  the  bank,  to  the  committee  of  wbicl|  I « 
a  member,  and  in  which  they  declare  it  to  be  their  (^ 
*«  to  protect  the  rights  and  sacred  confidence  iBtre^- 
to  their  keeping.'*  They  must  here  have  fbrpTnfe 
provisions  of  their  charter,  or  have  lost  their  i^in** 
for  «Mhe  laws."  It  will  scarcely  faiUssid  Mr.  H^' 
occur  to  the  House  that  the  reasons  assigned  bjs^ 
gentlemen  for  not  producing  the  booksacconfiif  o*^ 
exiirency  of  the  summons,  is  one  of  first  impiew^^' 


proceeds  upon  the  idea  of  the  impersonality  rffl»?^^ 
ttons,  or,  In  the  quaint  language  of  Lord  Cok,  '  , 
corporations  have  no  souls,  albeit  they  hate  »safj^ 
ity."  The  president  and  directors  consult  iflrjjj 
the  strong  castle  of  their  corporate  residence,  ^^ 
by  the  panoply  of  corporate  power,  upon  t*^**]??^ 
of  their  corporate  situation  and  its  politics!  and  g^»- 
relations,  in  order,  as  they  say,  "thst  ihtj  n»f^-^ 
sisted  by  the  judgment  of  each  other  as  to  tbe  c«-» 
they  were  individually  to  pursue;  and  agree  ttet 
they  emerge  forth  from  the  mysterious  oracw  ■  ^' 
protects  and  guides  their  corporate  *^*'*'''^^J?!:A.'. 
appear  in  the  garb  of  humble  citizens,  tontt"''*^  ;" 
respect,  but  not  to  admit  any  obligation,'  ^TJ.' 
bring  forth  the  mysterious  records  of  ^""f^'^^ 
"sacred  confidence"  which  they  are  bound  to p^^^^ 
«*  because  they  are  not  in  the  custody  of  ertner  . 
but  of  the  board?*'  thus  attempting  to  con^^'A  '^^  I 
tify  their  resisUnce  to  the  lawful  exercise  of  tw  p 
of  this  House  by  confounding  together  the  '^^letiri 
porate  and  corporal  existence;  of  corporate  aw  p  ^ 
obligations.  Let  it  be  remembered,  Mr.  Spc»»J;'i^ 
Mr.  M.,)  that  the  theory  by  which  sodal  f  «;P*^L}efl 
Governments  exist  is,  that  each  individual  ^^"^^ 
to  the  authority  of  the  laws  such  portion  o»  '"^pffk 
rights  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  orderly  **  i  jj^  ti 
whole,  in  consideration  of  the  pro*^*''°".  *  ^hti  d 


rights  not  surrendered;  as,  for  example,  *J^  Jj^i 
Kfe.  liberty,  property,  and  the  P«""l°[ J  Jon  iN 
thus  creating  political  obligations  to  «?**"*  the  ^^ 
one  hand,  and  conferring  political  Security  oa    ^^ 


thus  creating  political  obligations  to  ^^'"""the  ^^ 
one  hand,  and  conferring  political  Security  oa  .  ^-gfl. 
The  theory  of  the  existence  of  impersonal  »na  ^^^ 
sible  beings,  called  corporations,  makes  tne    ^^ 

upon  express,  defined  contract  '^^'^^ .  1;  ^nf  "^ 
power.  These  corporate  existences,  witn  «»  i^  ^ 
snd  no  soul,  with  no  volition  except  *hro"P"  ^jtn 
diutn  of  paper,  wax,  and  seal,  do  not,  I  sdmi ,  ^j, 
same  duties  to  the  State  which  are  <5*^***r^j  gr.M') 
ural  and  visible  citizens;  yet  it  is  difficult,  ("|.  ^^^  ^ 
in  applying  these  distinctions  to  the  *•*"?  Lfntt'^'f^ 
consideratiorf,  to  perceive  how  it  could  w  ^^^ 
that  the  same  persons,  assembled  (<'|^f!!5'^'f!op)one'*' 
grste  themselves  with  such  msgic  facility  '"^^p^  fii^ 
istence  to  the  other;  and,  between  thetwo,c  r  ^jj^^ 
censure  of  the  laws  in  either.  Their  J^P^^bk.  ^^ 
when  they  arc  assembled  on  one  side  of  tne  ^^^  |„pfc 
have  the  control  of  the  books  and  paper*  01  ^^^ 
but  when  silently  transferred  to  the  ^J^^^Jj^g  ««'rf* 
union  is  dissolved,  and  instead  of  ^^*^'"f  1  -{tfieftf. '' 
of  the  order,  they  wear  the  mantle  0^**""'^  mirtiion^' 
manifest  their  respect,  but  not  to  admit«ny®°''» 
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Flieir  reaions,  sir,  <iaid  Mr.  M.,)  for  their  refusal  to 
e  testimony  then,  will  be  the  same  now,  if  you  again 
ke  the  attempt  to  procure  it  by  the  exertion  of  your 
wers.     Those  reasons,  Mr.  Speaker,  were  surprising 
the  committee,  the  House,  and  the  country.    The  ap- 
cation  of  the  principle  of  magic  transformation  from 
rsonality  to  impersonality  was  Bgun  resorted  to  by 
nsidering  'Hhemaelves  as  corporators,  directors^  and 
rties  to  the  proceeding,"  and  therefore  not  bound  to 
ire    testimony.     1*hey  availed  themselves  of  that  wise 
»xini  in  the  rules  of  criminal  evidence  which  declares 
at    no  man  is  bound  to  criminate  or  dishonor  himselfi 
It  Mr.  M.  said  that  he  had  not  before  then  contem- 
ated  that  a  public  corporation,  established  professedly 
a  necessary  public  agent,  without  personality,  or  the 
>rporate  capacity  to  be  guilty  of  criminal  offences,  and 
oenable  to  the  laws  as  such,  could  undertake  to  shield 
le  mysteries  of  <*its  sacred  confidence,"  under  a  rule  of 
-iminal  evidence  which  can  only  be  applicable  to  those 
ho  have  personality,  and  **have  souls."    It  seemed  to 
ive  been   forgotten  then,  and  probably  will  not  be  re- 
embered  now,  that  the  attempt  to  sliield  the  bank  from 
lamination,  under  the   principle  stated,  that  it  was  a 
irt  of  the  very  contract  or  charter  of  its  existence,  that 
its  proceedings  may  be  examined  by  a  committee  of 
ther  House  of  Congress,"  and  that  when  its  agents  and 
ryantSy  by  its  corporate  command,  refuse  such  exami- 
Uion,  and  to  give  testimony  necessary  to  unfold  those 
roceedingt,  the  very  principles  of  such  exiatence  are 
olated.     If,  however,  the  directors  in  their  refusal  then, 
;ted  in  their  individual  and  natural  capacity,  and  meant 
I  avail  themselves,  as  citizens  amenable  to  the  laws,  of 
le  protection  of  this  obvious  and  merciful  rule  of  crimi- 
at   evidence  to  screen  their  own  actions,  in  their  own 
B^ncy  as  directors  and  officers,  from  the  scrutiny  and 
xamination  of  the  public  authorities,  proceeding  accord- 
yg  to  the  forms  of  law,  to  vindicate  the  justice  of  that 
iw,  then  I  cannot  but  admit,  Mr.  Speaker,  their  right 
9  do  so  when  arraigned  before  the  judicial  tribunals  of 
he  country,  in  its  fullest  legal  extent.     It  is  a  right  se» 
ured  alike  to  the  most  humble  as  well  as  the  moat  ex- 
ited citizen.    It  should,  however,  be  recollected  that 
he  duties  of  a  committee  of  this  House  are  not  judicial, 
rhey  cannot  arraign,  condemn,  nor  punish,  but  simply 
uquire  and  report  the  result  of  those  inquiries  to  the 
tody  from  whom  they  emanate.     To  conduct*  those  in- 
quiries, they  are  authorized  to  examine  witnesses  on  oath, 
n  their  first  step,  they  are  told  by  the  witnesses  that 
hey  claim  to  be  parties  to  the  proceeding,  as  if  they 
ire  re  arraigned  by  that  proceeding  before  the  bar  of  a 
udicial  tribunal,  and  prepared  to  respond,  * 'guilty  or 
lot  guilty,"  and  therefore  not  bound  to  respond  to  any 
»ther  question.     Sir,  said  Mr.  M.,  if  you  send  a  com- 
nittee  to  the  bank,  with  the  purposes  indicated  by  this 
amendment,  you  will  meet  with  the  resistance  to  your 
authority  which  has  been  opposed  to  your  inquiries  be- 
fore, and  with  such  reasons  for  that  resistance  as  were 
met  before,  to  some  of  which  I  have  alluded  and  com- 
mented upon,  as  well  to  show  their  existence  as  their  fu- 
tility and  effrontery.     It  can,  in  my  judgment,  said  Mr. 
M.,  be  of  no  service,  therefore,  to  renew  the  effort,  unless 
the  House  are  now  prepared  to  vindicate  their  authority. 
In  respect  to  the  main  questions  now  under  considera- 
tion, the  resolution  to  commit  the  petitions  from  the 
banks  of  this  District  to  a  select  committee,  with  the 
instructions    proposed    by  the  gentleman   from  Penn- 
syJvanis,  [Mr.  McKinkah,]  to  inquire  into  their  pecuni- 
ary relations  to  the  officers  of  the  Government,  I  am, 
said  Mr.  M.,  in  favor  of  both   propositions.     It  is  well 
known  to  the  other  members  of  this  House  that  the 
Coromiltee  on  the  affairs  of  this  District,  standing  in  the 
place  of  its  local  Legislature,  is  burdened,  and  sometimes 
almost  overwhelmed,  with  its  business.    The  renewal  of 


^hese  bank  charters -is  not  ordinary  business  before  that 
committee,  and  does  not  occur  oftener  than  once  in 
twenty  years.  It  is  conceded  to  be  requisite  that  the 
niairs  of  these  banks  and  their  management  and  conduct 
of  late,  more  particularly,  because  they  have  stopped 
payment,  should  be  thoroughly  probed  and  examined. 
The  Committee  on  the  Diatrict  of  Columbia,  with  great 
deference  and  respect  I  say  it,  will  probably  find  mor* 
subjects  of  business  for  their  action  than  will  be  conve- 
nient to  them.  It  is,  sir,  for  the  interest  of  the  banks 
themselves,  if  they  expect  a  renewal  of  their  charters  at 
our  hands,  to  submit  their  affairs  to  a  thorough  examina- 
tion. There  can  be  no  objection  to  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  examine  the  dealings  of 
the  public  officers,  or  Representatives  on  this  floor,  with 
these  banksi  because,  sir,  I  venture  to  believe  that  there 
is  no  honorable  gentleman  here  who  has  such  relations 
with  them  as  will  subject  him  to  suspicion  or  censure- 
True,  sir,  I  should  prefer  to  leave  the  matter  of  the  pub- 
lication of  those  relations  to  the  discretion  of  the  commit- 
tee, because  I  would  not,  said  Mr.  M.,  bring  the  private 
transactions  of  any  gentleman  before  this  House  un- 
necessarily. But,  sir,  as  it  is  intimated  that  there  is  some- 
thing "rotten  in  the  State  of  Denmark,"  let  it  be  found 
out,  promulged,  and  corrected. 

Mr.  W  ARD  WELX.  had  hoped  that  this  question  would 
have  been  sooqer  disposed  of,  and  that  an  opportunity 
would  have  been  afforded  to  present  petitions,  this  being 
the  last  day  that  the  House  would  sit  this  week.  *  The 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  had  nothing 
to  do  wiUi  the  original  proposition.  Certain  banks  had 
applied  for  a  renewal  of  their  charters,  and  an  inquiry 
into  the  propriety  of  acceding  to  these  applications  was 
entirely  proper.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana  had, 
howeve.rt  offered  an  amendment  foreign  to  the  subject, 
and  he  tnisted  it  would  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  would  not  con- 
sent, he  said,  to  commit  a  discretionary  power  to  the 
committee,  in  regard  to  the  proposed  inquiry  and  report. 
He  hoped  the  inquiry  and  report  would  be  made  full 
and  ample,  and  then  the  House  would  Judge  of  the  pro- 
priety of  making  the  facts  reported  public  or  not.  He 
did  not  know  what  this  subject  had  to  do  with  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  Did  that  institution  seek  a  renew- 
al of  its  charter?  On  the  contrary,  we  were  told  that  it 
was  quietly  winding  up  its  aflfairs,  and  its  charter  would 
expire  before  this  investigation  could  be  completed. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  said  he  was  reluctant  again  to  tres- 
pass on  the  attention  of  the  House,  but  felt  constrained 
to  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  and  to  the  persons 
(if  any)  with  whom  he  had  advised  or  consulted,  that  he 
had  a  distinct  object  in  view,  which  was  explicitly 
set  forth  in  the  amendment  he  had  offered,  and  that  he 
would  not  be  driven  from  his  purpose  by  any  parliamen- 
tary management  or  manoeuvre  which  they  might  think 
proper  to  adopt.  Let  the  gentleman  persist  in  his 
amendment,  and  let  the  House,  if  they  think  proper, 
adopt  it.  Let  the  examination  be  as  deep  and  as  broad 
and  as  extended  as  a  majority  of  the  House  should  think 
proper  to  direct.  He  had  no  objections;  but  inasmuch 
as  tlie  gentleman's  propoaition  was  totally  irrelevant  to 
the  subject-matter  beft»re  the  House,  he,  therefore, 
could  not  vote  for  it.  The  banks,  into  whose  concerns 
it  was  proposed  to  make  an  examination,  were  petition- 
ing for  an  extension  of  their  charters.  The  Bank  of  the 
United  States  had  presented  no  such  application,  and 
he  could  see  no  propriety  in  directing  an  inquiry  into 
iu  affairs  or  its  loans.  But  if  the  House  think  proper  to 
adopt  the  amendment,  let  them  do  it.  He  presumed 
there  was  no  one  who  had  any  thing  to  fear  from  any 
disclosures  which  could  be  made.  Already  had  the 
names  of  many  individuals,  selected  from  the  list  obtained 
by  the  committee  on  a  former  occasion  appointed  to  in- 
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vettigBte  its  concernt,  been  l»id  before  the  public,  as 
corntpted  and  bought  up  by  that  bank.  The  fair  buti- 
nest  transactions  of  those  individuals  had  been  character- 
ised as  the  corrupt  means  of  purchasing  their  influence. 
They  had  nothing  to  fear  from  any  further  disclosures i 
but  whether  ur  not,  was  not  a  consideration  for  him. 
He  knew,  and  he  took  this  occasion  to  say,  that  he  had 
no  connexion  In  any  one  way,  either  as  stockholder  or 
borrower,  either  as  drawer  or  endorser,  with  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  or  any  of  the  banks  in  the  District, 
and  therefore  had  nothing  to  dread  from  any  facts  which 
could  be  brought  out  by  the  most  enlarged  scrutiny 
which  the  House  might  think  proper  to  direct. 

To  his  friend  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Etsbbtt,]  whom 
he  was  sorry  to  say,  from  his  position  in  the  House,  he 
could  not  hesr,  and  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  Mahk,]  and  others  who  still  wished  him  to  modify 
his  amendment,  he  would  say  that  his  principal  object 
in  offering  that  amendment  was  to  deprive  the  commit- 
tee of  the  power  of  exercising  any  discretion  in  the  case. 
He  had  no  idea  of  vesting  in  any  committee  of  the 
House  an  arbitrary  discretion  to  select  such  borrowers 
■as  they  may  think  proper  to  present  to  the  House  as 
having  a  corrupt  and  improper  connexion  with  any  of 
those  mstitutions.  He  wishea  the  committee  so  instruct- 
ed ss  to  constrain  them  to  pursue  an  impartial  and  un- 
prejudiced course.  The  resolution  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  gives  them  the  power,  if  they 
think  proper  to  exercise  it,  of  laying  before  the  House 
and  the  nation  the  names  of  A  and  B,  as  having  a  cor- 
rupt connexion  with  those  banks,  and  of  supprirssmg  the 
names  of  C  and  D,  whose  transactions  may  be  as  im- 
proper and  censurable.  He  deprecated  the  idea  of 
vesting  any  such  arbitrary  power  or  discretion  in  the 
committee,  and  therefore  wished  it  made  their  .duty  to 
present  a  list  of  the  names  of  all  the  members  of  Con- 
gress and  ofi)cers  of  Government  who  had  received 
accommodations,  in  order  that  a  fair  view  of  the  case 
might  be  exhibited.  He  therefore  declined  making  any 
modification  of  his  proposition. 

Mr,  McKIM  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  a  vote  of  87  to  83. 

The  question  then  being,  *<  shall  the  main  question 
be  now  put?" 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolins,  said, 'as  the  effect 
of  the  previous  question  would  be  to  cut  off*  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  he  would  call 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered. 

The  question  wa<i  determined  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas 
100,  nays  96,  as  follows  : 

YiAS — Messrs.  Anthony,  Barton,  Beale,  Bean,  Beards- 
ley,  Bovee,  Brown,  Bynum,  John  Calhoon,  Carr,  Carter, 
Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  Coffee,  Coles,  Con- 
nor, Craig,  Cushman,  DhvIs,  Dickerson,  Uoubleday, 
Efner,  Everett,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  Fowler,  William  K. 
Fuller,  Galbraith,  Glascock,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hiland 
Hall,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Haynes, 
Henderson,  Holsey,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  Hun- 
tingdon, Huntsman,  Ingham,  William  Jackson,  Jabec 
Jackson,  Jarvis,  Joseph  Johnson,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Cave  Johnson,  Henry  Johnson,  Benjamin  Jones,  Judson, 
Kennon,  Kilgore,  Klingensmitii,  Lawler,  Gideon  Lee, 
Thomas  Lee,  Leonard,  Ahijah  Mann,  Job  Mann,  Martin, 
William  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  May,  McKim,  McLene, 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Page,  Parks, 
Patterson,  Franklin  Pierce,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Phelps, 
John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Roane,  Seymour, 
Shields,  Smith,  Taylor,  Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Toucey, 
Towns,  Turner,  Turrill,  Underwood,  Vanderpoel, 
Wagener,  Ward,  Ward  well,  Webster,  Weeks— 100. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Heroan  Allen, 
Bailey,  Beaumont,  Bell,  Bockee,  Bond,  Borden,  Bouldin, 
Boyd,  Briggfl,  Buchanan,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Cambrel- 


eng,  Campbell,  George  Chambers,  John  CliiRibeB.Chij 
Claiborne,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Corwin,  Crtne.  Cb*^^ 
Deberry,  Denny,  Dromj^ole,  Evans,  French,  Pbi: ' 
Fuller,  James  Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Grshsro,  Gm^ 
Grantland,  Graves,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hammond,  Hv^ 
Albert  G.  Harrison,  Haseltine,  Hiester,  Hoar.  Hovd 
Hunt,  Janes,  John  W.  Jones  Kinnard,  Lane,  \j^ 
Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke  Lea,  Lincoln,  Love,  Lucu,  Lp 
John  Y.  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  Mauiy,  McCtI 
McKay,  McKennan,  McKeon,  Morris,  Owens,  Pirw 
James  A.  Pearce.  Pettigrcw,  Phillips,  Pickens,  P^j 
ney,  Potts,  Reed,  Rencher,  Rogers,  RoskH,  Wilbai 
Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Slosne,  Sp^ 
Sprague,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Taliaferro,  Wiuj 
Thompson,  Vinton,  Washington,  Whittlesey,  LfH 
Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  Wise— 96. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  msm  qot«'^ 
should  be  now  put. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  asked  a  division  of  the  qt^^^ 
so  as  to  obtain  a  separate  decision  upon  that  partflt 
resolution  which  refers  to  the  select  oommiti«e  |«« 
which .  may  hereafter  be  prewnted  in  reUtiw  ts  -^ 
banks  of  the  District.  ,  .^ 

The  CHAIR  stated  that  the  division  pMi«ri«i'» 
in  order.  .  ^,j 

Mr.  J.  Q.  ADAMS  inquired  if  it  wu  »« ^^, 
adopt  a  resolution  referring^  petitions  to  w  !»»• 
presented  to  a  committee.  .  » iwnu 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  it  was  in  order,  but  u» 
House  could,  at  any  time,  reverse  the  oitlef- 

Mr.  THOMAS,  of  Maryland,  asked  the  oni^^- 
consent  of  the  House  to  modify  his  i***"""^!!,; 
omit  that  part  objected  to  by  the  gentleman  inJfl"* 

sachusetts.  x.-^niL 

The  CHAUl  inquired  if  there  was  any  ohJ^^J^^i 
Mr.  WISE  said,  I  object,  unless  we  can  »« 
chance  to  modify.  ,--1  i 

The  queation  was  taken  first  on  the  comnw"^^ 
the  subject  to  a  select  committee,  and  dtfCfflw 
afHrmative,  without  a  count.  .  anx^ 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  t"* ."IfJJ^i 
omitting  the  following  clause:  *•  to  whom  w»"^,gea 
red  all  other  memorials  which  may  be  P'f*'"'!  ^^ 
present  Congress,"  and  decided  in  the  affirm*"^' 

out  a  division.  Jnsinc"*^ 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  "?/"  ,oiiit4i 
omitting  that  portion  of  them  which  ******;  ytK^"^ 
petitions,  and  decided  in  the  afRrmative,  wiu>o 
sion.  .1  ^/^ 

Mr.  AUGUSTINE  H.  SHEPPRBD  wK^^^j^^^ 
the  second  branch  of  the  resolution,  relating  ^^^ 
ence  of  future  petitions,  did  not  «'««*'*"**,I1  „ot  r<q«*^ 
House;  whether,  if  it  was  adopted,  it  ''^"**'"  itt«fiJf 
a  vote  of  two  thirds  to  refer  to  any  other  com 
petition  on  the  subject.  .  ^  of  ^ 

The  CHAIR  stated  that  it  was  not  f^^^LflW/^ 
Chair  to  decide  that  question  until  the  c«»c  * 

sent  itself.  rtofi''**^ 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  that  ^^^-^lo^ 
struciions  which  refers  to  the  coromitie*  P^jj^f,  ^>^ 
presented  hereafter,  and  decided  in  the  neg» 
out  a  division.  ... 

The  House  thru  adjourned  over  to  Monwr 

MOHDAT,  JaVVABT  4-  .    pi 

Mr.    Makkiko,   of   South  Carolina,  »PP** 
qualified,  and  took  his  seat.  .^2^ 

SLAVERY  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COl  ^^^^ 

Mr.  J.  Q.  ADAMS  presented  a  incmori»i  ^  -^^^^ 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Massschusclt'i  J^f^;^/^ 
abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  >"  ^ 
Columbia,  and  remarked  that,  in  conform^; 
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lurse  heretofore  adoptedt  he  ihould  move  that  the 
£tition,  without  reading,  be  laid  on  the  table.  Mr.  A. 
%%  here  interrupted  by 

Mr.  PATTON,  who  asked  whether  the  petition  had 
sen  received. 

The  CHAIR  replied  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  moved  that  the  petition  be  not  re- 
eived. 

Xhe  CHAIR  stated  that,  upon  looking  into  the  authori- 
es,  he  had  formed  the  opinion  that  the  first  question  to 
e  decided  upon  the  motion  of  a  member  was,  whether 
he  petition  be  received  or  not. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  felt  it  his  duty,  he  said,  notwith- 
tandinfif  the  great  discussion  which  had  taken  place  on 
he  subject,  again  to  bring  before  the  House,  for  its  de* 
Is'ion,  the  question  of  the  reception  of  these  petitions! 
le  contended  tliat,  according  to  Mr.  Jefferson's  authori- 
y»  wtiich  he  cited,  the  motion  was  a  proper  one,  and 
ltd  not  conflict  with  the  right  of  petition  $  and,  more- 
>very  that  it  was  expedient  for  the  House  to  sustain  the 
notion,  if  they  wished  to  avoid  the  consideration  of  the 
juestion. 

The  CHAIR  here  stated  that  the  discussion  must  be 
:onf]ned  strictly  to  the  question  of  the  reception  of  the 
petition. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  resumed  his  remarks  in  support  of 
:he  motion  not  to  receive  the  petition. 

Air.  J.  Q.  ADAMS  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
45th  rule,  he  said,  required  that  no  petition  should  be 
debased  or  decided  on  the  day  of  its  presentation.  If 
the  rule  was  not  observed,  the  question  might  be  de- 
hated  the  whole  day,  and  members  deprived  of  an  op- 
portunity of  presenting  their  petitions.  He  appealed 
to  that  rule  of  order,  and  demanded,  he  said,  that  the 
question,  if  it  was  debated,  should  be  postponed  to  a  day 
certain. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  45(h  rule  could  not  ap- 
ply to  a  petition  until  it  had  been  received;  and,  there- 
fore,  that  it  was  in  order  to  debate  the  motion  not  to  re- 
ceive. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  ADAMS  appealed  from  this  decision,  and 
I  thereon  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

The  CHAIR  stated  the  ground  of  his  decision,  and  the 
the  question  being,  **  Shall  the  decision  of  tl3e  Chair 
stand?" 

A  long  discussion  arose,  in  which  Messrs.  MBRCER, 
SUTHERLAND,  CRAIG,  REED,  BRIGGS,  BELL, 
GLASCOCK,  BEARDSLEY,  WILLIAMS  of  North 
Carolina,  PATTON,  MANN,  UNDER WOOD.THOMAS 
of  Maryland,  HAMER,  EVERETT  of  Vermont,  and 
J.  Q.  ADAMS,  took  part. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  said  that  he  did  not  profess  to 
be  very  deeply  learned  in  rules  and  orders;  but  the  at- 
tention he  had  paid  to  what  honorable  gentlemen  had 
already  said  upon  this  question  of  appeal,  and  the  little 
reflection  he  had  bestowed  upon  it  this  morning,  had 
brought  his  mind  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Speaker  was 
wrong;  and  he  would  very  briefly  state  his  reasons  for 
the  conclusion  which  his  mind  had  attained. 

Mr.  V.  said  it  had  been  remarked  by  the  Speaker, 
and  by  his  honorable  colleague,  [Mr.  Biabvslbt,]  that 
the  rules  had  not  provided  for  such  a  case  as  was  pre- 
sented by  the  motion  '*  not  to  receive  the  petition," 
made  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr. 
Gliicock.]  It  was,  then,  he  supposed,  a  eatua  onUntuSt 
according  to  the  views  of  certain  gentlemen.  Suppose 
it  were  so  what  was  the  question'  And  did  it  not  come 
at  least  within  the  spirit  of  one  of  the  rules  of  the  House  > 
The  question  was,  whether  the  motion  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Georgia  could  be  debated  to-day  f  He 
humbly  apprehended  that  this  question  was  reached  by 
the  spirit  of  the  forty-fifth  rule  of  this  House,  which 
provides  that  petitions,  memorials,  and  other  papers, 
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addressed  to  the  House,  *<  sliall  not  be  debated  or  de« 
cided  on  the  day  of  their  being  first  read.*'  These  rules 
were  the  laws  of  this  House;  those  who  enacted  these 
rules  were  the  law-makers,  who  enacted  this  little  code 
for  the  government  of  our  deliberations  here.  All  gen* 
tlemen  who  had  spoken  seemed  to  concur  in  the  opin* 
ion,  that  the  object  of  the  provision  *'  that  petitions  or 
memorials  shall  not  be  debated  or  decided  on  the  day  of 
their  being  first  read,"  was  to  prevent  debate  upon  a 
single  petition,  which  might  consume  the  day  provided 
by  the  rules  for  presenting  petitions,  and  thus  prevent 
all  other  petitioners  from  bringing  their  petitions  before 
the  House.  We  all  agreed  as  to  the  spirit  of  the  rule. 
If  we  sustained  the  Speaker,  and  permitted  the  debate 
upon  the  motion  to  reject  the  petition  to  occupy  the  day, 
would  we  not  entirely  frustrate  the  object  of  the  rule,  at 
to  which  all  concurred?  That  object  was  to  secure  to 
all  gentlemen,  at  least  for  one  day,  an  equal  right  to 
present  their  petitions  to  the  House i  and  here  we  would 
defeat  that  object,  by  permitting  one  gentleman,  on  the 
first  hour  of  the  first  day,  to  enter  upon  a  debate  in  re- 
lation to  this  petition,  that  would,  if  not  arrested,  most 
certainly  consume  the  day.  If  we  sustained  the  Chair* 
(said  Mr.  V.,)  that  portion  of  the  rule  which  intended 
to  guard  against  debate  on  the  first  day  of  the  presenta- 
tion of  a  petition  would  be  entirely  nugatory.  Yes,  it 
would  be  worse  than  a  nullity;  for  it  was  competent 
for  any  gentleman,  the  moment  a  petition  was  intro* 
duced,  to  rise  in  his  place  and  move  that  that  petition 
should  not  be  received.  If  it  be  true  that  such  a  motion 
must  be  forthwith  disposed  of,  and  may  be  debated  the 
same  day  the  petition  to  which  it  applies  is  presented, 
then  a  single  member  might,  at  all  times,  prevent  all 
other  members  from  introducing  their  petitions;  because 
it  was  very  obvious  that  the  author  of  such  a  motion,  in 
order  to  sustain  it,  would  naturally  go,  and  would  surely 
be  permitted  to  go,  into  the  whole  subject-matter  of  the 
petition.  He  would,  perhaps,  undertake  to  show  that 
It  called  upon  the  House  to  grant  an  unconstitutional  re- 
quest; and  we  have  already  had  experience  enough  to 
convince  us  that  speeches  about  constitutional  doctrines 
were  never  distinguished  for  brevity.  Gentlemen  who 
entertain  adverse  views  would  then  undertake  to  show 
that  the  object  of  the  petitioners  was  right,  reasonable, 
and  constitutional;  and  we  would  thus,  before  the  peti- 
tion reached  the  Speaker's  table — nay,  before  it  passed 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  gentleman  who  presented  it—- 
launch  forth  into  a  discussion,  tn  extemot  upon  the 
relative  merits  and  demerits  of  the  subject-matter  of 
the  petition;  and  this,  not  only  to  the  exclusion  of  all 
other  petitioners,  but  at  a  stage  of  the  matter  so  early, 
that  it  was  very  unreasonable  to  ask  gentlemen  to  rote 
as  to  the  merita  or  demerits  of  the  object  of  the  peti- 
tion. It  was  well  known  to  the  House  that  he  (Mr.  V.) 
was  opposed  to  the  object  of  this  petition,  but  he  felt 
himself  called  upon  to  say  that  he  could  not  sustain  the 
Speaker  consistently  with  what  he  thought  was  the  spirit 
of  the  forty-fifth  rule,  and  consistently  with  the  fair  ex* 
ercise  of  that  equal  right  of  petition  which  he  supposed 
belonged  to  all  the  citizens  of  this  confederacy. 

Mr.  BYNUM  said  he  entered  on  the  discussion  of  thia 
subject  with  a  mingled  sense  of  pain  and  pleasure.  ^  He 
had  ever  been  opposed  to  the  agitation  of  this  subject, 
here  or  elsewhere,  and  he  denounced  now  and  pro- 
tested against  the  discussion  of  abolition  within  the  walls 
of  this  House.  But  he  had  said  that  he  rose  with  a  sense 
of  mingled  pain  and  pleasure — ^he  was  pleased  to  see 
gentlemen  show  their  hands  on  thu  subject.  He  there- 
by was  enabled  to  tell  those  who  favored  this  unholy 
agitation  which  threatened  so  imminently  the  dissolution 
of  this  blessed  Union.  He  had  said  that  he  disdained  to 
debate  this  question  in  this  place;  this  was  not  the  prop- 
er place  to  settle  it;  and  he  took  the  ooeuion  ta  assure 
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gentlemen  who  thought  diflerentlyy  that  that  question 
could  never  be  Mttled  within  the  wallf  of  Congress  hall. 
It  involved  rights  that  this  House  had  nothing  to  do  with, 
nor  would  his  constituents  permit  him  in  this  place  to 
oaU  tbem  in  question.  He  repeated  it,  that  he  was  not 
«ent  here  to  pats  on  and  settle  the  righta  of  his  people,  or 
conatituents,  to  their  property.  Whenever  that  was  in- 
vaded, it  would  not  be  settled  here,  but  on  the  battle 
field. 

The  SPEAKER  reminded  Mr.  B.  that  be  could  not 
fkbate  the  merits  of  the  queation  on  an  appeal. 

Mr.  BYNUM  aaid  he  was  aware  of  that.  He  was 
going  on  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Mafsachutetts,  [Mr.  Awaits,]  who  seemed  not  to  know 
the  spirit  and  feelings  of  the  southern  people  on  that 
subject.  TItat  honorable  gentleman  had  aaid,  as  well 
•a  othem  who  preceded  him  on  the  aame  side  of  the 
question,  that  it  should  and  ought  to  be  met.  Re  was 
the  last  man,  he  hoped,  in  or  out  of  the  House,  that 
would  blink  this  or  any  other  question (  but  he  had  said 
he  disdained  to  meet  the  question  here,  and  discuss  it 
here,  because  it  was  not,  nor  could  it  be,  settled  by 
Congress;  and  gentlemen  who  thought  so  deceived 
themselves  most  egregiously,  and  he  was  determined 
that  they  should  know  it  on  ttie  first  and  every  occasion 
that  presented  itself. 

The  SPEAKER  again  informed  Mr.  B.  that  he  must 
eonfine  himself  to  the  motion  before  the  House,  and 
was  not  to  discuss  the  main  question* 

Then,  (said  Mr.  B*,)  the  illustrious  framers  of  this 
body  were  reputed  to  be  men  of  intelligencei  snd,  if 
so,  they  would  hardly  have  organised  a  body,  such  as 
this  House  is,  without  giving  it  power  to  protect  itself. 
In  fact,  a  contrary  supposition  would  be  a  reflection  on 
their  illustrious  memories;  and  how  could  that  be  eflTect* 
cd  without  tlie  power  of  rejecting  an  offensive  petition 
or  memorial,  the  ytry  entertaining  of  which  struck 
l>oth  at  their  dignity  and  very  existence'  The  cases 
alluded  to  by  his  honorable  friend  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Ha- 
Jisa,]  he  thought  perfectly  analogous— the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
If  the  House  bad  not  the  right  to  reject,  on  the  first 
blush,  an  offensive  communication  on  its  presentation, 
it  was  subject,  at  all  times,  to  the  insults  and  impudent 
abuse  of  every  miserable,  contemptible  combination  of 
wretdies  that  might  choose  to  reflect  on  and  bring  it 
into  disrepute.  Mr.  B.  said  he  bad  thought  that, 
after  the  precedent  just  read  by  the  honorable  Speaker, 
there  would  not  have  been  any  further  doubt  entertain- 
ed by  any  gentleman  on  the  propriety  of  tlie  decision  of 
the  Chair,  or  of  the  course  that  the  petition  should  take. 
But  the  venerable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  ob- 
jected to  the  similitude  or  analogy  of  the  two  cases;  to 
prove  wliicb,  he  undertook  to  discuss  the  characters  of 
the  memorialists'— one  he  said  was  a  foreigner.  He 
(Mr.  B.)  would  not  say  that  the  characters  of  the  me., 
morialists,  whose  petition  the  gentleman  had  present- 
ed, were  worse  than  foreigners.  From  the  respect 
which  be  entertained  for  the  honorable  gentleman,  and 
for  others  of  the  House,  he  did  not  wish  to  discuss  the 
charactera  of  those  wicked,  infamous  petitioners,  nor 
would  he  at  that  time,  though  there  might  be  a  time 
and  an  occasion  when  he  would  speak  freely  of  those 
wretches  that  were  throwing  firebrands  in  this  House, 
that  might  light  up  a  flame,  not  to  be  quenched  with 
water,  but  with  blood;  and  the  only  way,  in  his  judg- 
ment, to  avoid  it  was  to  stifle  every  attempt  at  excite- 
ment on  the  occaaion,  by  putting  an  early  stop  to  the 
consideration  of  all  such  memorials  by  an  immediate  re- 
jection. 

He  was  sorry  that  he  diflfered  most  widely  from  the 
opuiioMoftwo  honorable  gentlemen,  for  whom  he  en- 
tertained the  greatest  reqteot— the  honorable i^ntleman 


from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Pattoh,]  and  the  honombte f frk^ 
man  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Baix.]  Tbey  bsd  said  tis 
they  thought  it  unimportant  how  this  qaestton  v«fr 
cided.  He  (Mr.  B.)  thou^t  otherwise.  He  lb(nfi' 
it  a  subject  of  the  flrst  nnagnitude.  and  an  object  of » 
greatest  importence,  to  settle  a  pseoedent  wbclbef  i^s 
House  had  the  right  to  reject  an  offensife  petu 
whenever  it  was  presented.  He  hoped  the  Hw 
would  never  consent  to  bind  up  its  own  handsi »» 
be  incapable  of  defending  itself,  by  refusing  lo  vn. 
er  any  insulting  or  otherwise  dangerous  conawK^ 
tion,  that  might  be  inconopatible  with  either  its  <^-i! 
or  safety. 

The  gentleman  from  Masncbusetts  hwl  swd  «« 
thing  about  the  want  of  precedents  on  this  wbj^>^ 
that  the  Speaker  had  quoted  a  precedent  of  e«tKi 
years*  sUnding  to  justify   bis  decision.    He  (Mr  £ 
would  call  the  gentleman's  attention  to  the  co«Jiic_  ; 
the  Senate  for  a  precedent  or  precedents,  donnj  * 
ever-memorable  session,  called  the  psmc  s»'«^  »^ 
ask  him  how  many  memorials  were  »*J««^^J"^ 
fused  to  be  considered  by  that  body,  and  on  ti»9» 
d*y,  too,  that  thev  were  presented  ?    1  wk  ^\^^ 
man's  colleagues  in  the  Senate— yes,  *»<>*°- f  ^jX, 
not  vote  to  refuse  to  consider  objectiontble  wo    ' 
sive  memorials  and  petitions?     Mr.  B.  «««'^*^v 
nous  occasions  when  it  had  been  done  byjw^j"-; 
during  the  session  alluded  to;  and  why  should  Ui«  "f 
be  less  sensitive,  or  tenscious  of  its  diginlj-  or  »^' 
than  the  Senate  ?    For  his  part  he  could  see  none;  *» 
for  himself,  he  would  be  the  Ust  to  acknowW^; 
He  hoped  the  House,  therefore,  would  sustain  inn 
in  the  decision  it  had  made,  and  refuse  st  once*  ^ 
sideration  of  the  obnoxious  petition.     Bc«  ^  ^ 
could  not,  and  would  not,  be  settled.  .  .^^ 

Mr.  VINTON  rose,  he  said,  not  to  ««e  a  psni«^^ 
discussion,  but  to  endeavor  to  put  an  end  *»  "  . 
whole  question  debated  was,  whether  the  n»«^'°"  Jt^ 
receive  should  be  debated  to-day  or  to-mo'^J^L  ng^ 
day  being  already  spent  in  the  discussion,  il  "•'^ 
adjourned,  they  should  settle  the  question,  ana 
row  the  motion  would  be  in  order  for  dcbjite. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON, 

The  House  then  adjourned,  at  four  o'<:*°^5\ht  lcl^- 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  ine 
committee  on  the  banks  of  the   District  of  to»o 
under  the  resolution  off*ercd  by  Mr.  Tsojias,  oi  *-; 
land;  ^^  •Hiff'^ 

Mr.  TH0MAS,'of  Maryland;  Mr.  Pi«»<^»»°     nnE 
shire;  Mr.  Ubsd,  of  Massachusetts;  **''•  ^*^' ,Li,,  (i 
Mr.  BxAUirovT,  of  Pennsylvania;  Mr.   'Jf ^'j.     '||r. 
Tennessee;    Mr.   Pi»c«»xt.  of  South  Csrp^f^p 
Gablasd,  of  Virginia;  Mr.  Claisobss,  of  »w»''^ 


TUSSDAT,  Jaxuabt  5. 
NEW  YORK  SUFFERERS  BY  FIRE. 
Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  from  the  Committee  on^^^,ji|i 
merce,  reported  the  following  amendment  i       ^^ 
for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  By  fire  in  Nc*  i^«j^^^. 
substitute  for  the  second  section  of  the  bill  ^^P   nj^'jt 
Sac.  2.  And  be  it  further  enaded,  Tbst  ^}^^^  j^&r 
of  the  port  of  New  York  is  hereby  »'^^h®"^^l,cn!^ 
rected  to  extend  the  payment,  in  the  *"»""*',; -ueD  f* 
in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  of  all  the  bona*  5  ^  ^ 
duties  at  the  port  of  New  York  prior  to  tnc^j^^  fj^ 
and  not  provided  for  in  the  first  section  *\^\^  ^jy  rf 
lix,  nine,  and  twelve  months,  from  and  »« wj  un^t^' 


SIX, 


payment  specified  in  the  bonds.    Pro^'     .  ^g  , 
that  nothing  contained  in  this  act  shall  ^*^^5  ruetv^ 
which  had  fallen  due  before  the  l7lh  ds>' »  ^ 
last. 
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Mr.  C.  Mid  the  substitute  would,  be  hoped,  meet  the 
ip  probation  of  the  House,  as  it  did  that  of  the  cominit- 
ee2of  the  suffererst  and  he  gave  notice  that  he  should 
tsk  the  House  to  gt>  into  the  Committee  rf  the  Whole 
in  the  state  of  the  Union  to-morrow^  for  the  purpose  of 
aking  up  the  bill. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  CASEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Land% 
*e ported  a  bill  to  graduate  the  price  of  public  lands, 
nake  provision  fir  actual  settlers,  and  cede  the  refuse 
ands  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie.  Read  twice,  and 
lommitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
>f  the  Union. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Corolina,  said  the  bill  and 
eport  just  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
I^ASET,]  related  to  a  very  important  subject)  and  it  was 
leairable  that  information  should  be  distributed  as  to  the 
lature  and  object  of  the  measure  proposed.  He  there- 
ore  moved  the  printing  of  3,000  extra  copies  of  the  bill 
nd  report;  which  motion,  by  consent,  was  considered 
,nd  agreed  to. 

MICHIGAN  MEMORIAL. 

Mr.  BBARDSLEY  asked  leave  to  present  a  memorial 
roro  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Michigan. 

An  objection  being  made, 

Mr.  BEARUSLEY  moved  the  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  BOND  said  he  should  move  that  the  memorial  be 
lot  received. 

Mr.  KINNARD  called  for  the  yeas  >nd  nays;  which 
ivere  ordered. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  inquired  what  was  the  character  of  the 
Tiemorial. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  said  it  related  to  the  general  bound- 
ivy  question. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to  suspend 
the  rule,  and  it  was  determined  in  the  negative:  Yeas 
110,  nays  101. 

SLAVERY  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  CRAIG  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
blouse  to  tiie  postponement  of  the  question  of  order  be- 
ore  the  House  at  the  last  sitting,  for  the  purpose  of 
calling  the  States  for  petitions;  which  was  objected  to. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  moved  the  postponement  of  the 
-jiiestion  of  order  before  the  House  till  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  ADAMS  asked  what  was  the  question'be- 
ore  the  House  when  it  adjourned. 

The  journal  was  read,  and  Mr.  A.  expressed  his  as- 
«nt  to  the  postponement. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  agreed  to. 

MICHIGAN  MEMORIAL. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 
klichigan,  and  moved  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
he  Judiciary. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  called  for  the  reading  of  the  me- 
norial. 

The  Clerk  proceeded  to  read  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HANNEGAN,  the  reading  was  sus- 
) ended;  and 

Mr.  HANNEG.AN  moved  the  rejection  of  the  memo- 
ia). 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  inotion  and  the  subject 
o  which  it  related  must  lie  over  till  to-morrow. 

PRINTING  DOCUMENTS. 
Mr.  WISB  rose  and  said,  that  on  the  8th  day  of  De- 
cember, it  was,  on  bis  motion,  ordered  that  15,000  co- 
ites  of  the  President's  message  and  accompanying  doc- 
iments,  and  5,000  copies  of  the  message  without  the  doc* 
iments,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  this  House.    By  the 


law  of  1819,  it  was  provided  that,  in  case  of  inconvenient 
delay  in  the  printing  of  documents  by  the  printer  to  the 
House,  it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  Clerk  to  employ  an- 
other printer, ,and  charge  the  excess  of  cost  to  the  print- 
er guilty  of  such  delay.  He  had  risen  to  ask  the  Clerk 
if  he  could  inform  the  House  what  was  the  cause  of  the 
delay  and  gross  negligence  which  had  occurred  in  the 
execution  of  the  onler  of  the  Housed  The  message  and 
documenta  were  annually  ready  in  ten  days;  and  now  a 
month  had  passed,  and  but  a  few  copies  bad  been  laid 
on  our  tables. 

The  CHAIR  said  he  could  not  entertain  the  discusiSon 
without  the  assent  of  the  House. 

Mr.  GILLET  offered  to  give  the  explanations  re- 
quested. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  moved  an  adjournment;  which  was 
agreed  to;  and 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


WXDKSSnAT,  JxsvjLur  6. 
CAPTAIN  NATHAN  HALE. 

Mr.  WARD  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Aflfairs, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideratk>n  of 
the  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  the  town  of  Corentryv 
State  of  Conneciieut,  praying  the  erection  of  a  monu- 
ment to  the  memory  of  Captain  Nathan  Hale,  of  the 
revolutionary  army.  Mr.  W.  stated  tliat  the  committee 
were  of  the  opinion  that  they  possessed  no  jurisdiction 
of  the  matter  referred. 

Mr.  JUDSON  moved  that  the  petition  of  the  cttixena 
of  the  town  of  Coventry  be  committed  to  a  select  com« 
mittee;  and,  in  support  of  that  motion,  proceeded  to  re» 
mark  that  this  petition  came  from  nearly  five  hundred 
of  his  fellow-citisens,  who  were  honest  in  purpose  and 
respectable  in  character.  It  bad  been  heretofore  refer- 
ed  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  that  com- 
mittee had  come  to  the  reault  that  the  subject  of  the 
memorial  did  not  necessarily  fall  within  their  jarisdte- 
tion.  The  motion  was  jiow  made  to  refer  the  memorial 
to  a  select  committee,  upon  the  idea  that  there  was  no 
standing  committee  organized  by  the  House  to  whom 
the  same  could  be  appropriately  referred*  It  was,  in- 
deed, matter  of  surprise  that,  to  a  request  so  reasonablet 
there  should  be  one  objection  heard;  when  the  <]^ueslion 
should  be  understood,  he  was  sure  all  such  objectioni 
would  be  withdrawn. 

CapUin  Nathan  Hale,  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  a 
brave  young  man,  stimulated  by  his  ardent  patriotism, 
entered  the  army,  and  was  intrusted  with  a  captain's 
commission;  and,  during  that  glorious  struggle,  General 
Washington  requested  the  services  of  some  officer  to 
ascertain  the  condition  of  the  invading  army,  when  • 
knowledge  of  the  movements  of  that  army  were  essential 
to  the  existence  of  the  American  army.  No  officer  could 
be  found  to  perform  this  delicate  and  hazardous  service, 
until  Captain  Hale  became  a  volunteer,  and,  in  that 
service,  he  died  a  martyr  in  the  eause. 

No  notice  had  ever  been  Uken  of  that  event  by  the 
Government  It  was  due  to  the  honor  of  the  nation  that 
it  should  now  be  done;  and  this  was  the  object  of  the 
reference  moved.  This  was  not  without  precedent. 
Congress  had  ordered  a  monument  to  be  erected  over 
the  remains  of  the  lamented  General  Brown,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  United  States.  Every  American  approved 
the  course;  and  it  might  now  be  asked,  was  not  this  a 
ease  of  equal  moment^  Should  the  reference  be  made, 
it  would  be  competent  for  the  committee  t^  report  on 
the  specific  prayer,  or  they  might  report  that  suitable 
measures  be  taken  to  remove  to  the  sepulchre  of  his 
fatbera  the  remains  of  Captain  Hale,  or  to  extend  to  his 
heirs  at  law  the  benefits  of  the  resolution  of  1780. 

The  House  should  oot  be  now  detained  further  on  th^ 
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mere  quertion  of  reference  j  but  when  the  committee 
■hould  have  reported,  it  ahould  then  be  his  buiinetB  to 
fthow  this  House  that  these  petitions  must  not  be  sent 
away  unheard. 

After  a  few  remarks  of  an  explanatory  character,  and 
In  reference  to  the  meritorious  services  of  Captain  Hale, 
by  Messrs.  JUDSON,  WARD,  PEARCB  of  Rhode  Isl- 
and, ADAMS,  and  TOUCRV,  the  memorial  was  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee  of  five,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
BRIGGS,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

SLAVERY  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  CHAIR  proceeded,  under  the  rule,  to  call  for 
reaolutiont  by  States,  commencing  with  the  State  of 
Maine. 

Mr.  JARVIS,  of  Maine,  aubmUted  the  following  res- 
olution: 

HeMohed,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  sub- 
ject of  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia ought  not  to  be  entertained  by  Congress.  And  be 
it  further  resolved,  that,  in  case  any  petition  praying  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbis  be  here- 
after presented,  it  is  the  deliberate  opinion  of  the  House 
that  the  same  ought  to  be  laid  upon  the  table,  wtthoiit 
being  referred  or  printed. 

Mr.  JARVIS  said  the  resolution  which  he  had  just 
■ubmitted  was  precisely  similar  to  the  one  which  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Owsiva]  had  endeavored 
to  bring  before  the  House  without  success,  and  he  now 
offered  it  at  his  request;  but  he  was  not  doing  so  out  of 
mere  courtesy  to  that  gentleman,  but  from  a  desire  that 
this  sutyect  might  be  settled  in  such  a  manner  as  might 
be  satis&ctory  to  the  southern  people. 

Mr.  ADAMS  requested  that  this  resolution  might  be 
postponed  until  the  States  were  called  through  for  reso- 
lutions. 

Mr.  JARVIS  resumed.     He  said  if  he  thought  there 
was  any  probability  of  keeping  off  a  discussion  of  the 
subject,  be  would  not  object  to  having  it  postponed; 
but,  as  it  was,  he  thought  we  miRht  as  well  take  it  up 
now  as  at  any  other  time.     He  did  not  mean  to  enter 
into  a  discussion  of  the  subject,  but  merely  to  state. 
In  a  few  words,  that,  from  all  he  had  seen  for  the  last 
month,  he  entertained  no  doubt  that  not  only  a  large 
majority  of  the  House,  but  also  a  large  majority  of  the 
Representatives  of  the  non-slaveliolding  Stste's,   were 
decidedly  averse  to  any  action  on  the  subject  of  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia   by 
Congress.     His  constituents  d<*precatcd  the  agitation 
of  the  question.    They  consider  that  it  belongs  ex- 
clusively to  the  southern  States,  and  that  any  interfer- 
ence by  us  would  be  unwise  and  unwarrantable.     He 
thought  he  was  fully  justified  in  making  this  assertion, 
by  what  took  place  in  Maine  during  the  last  summer. 
In  the  meetings  which  were  then  held  party  spirit  was 
Iqst  sight  of,  and  men  who  had  never  acted  together  be- 
fore were  found. uniting,  like  a  band  of  brothers,  to 
avert  a  catastrophe  which  impended  over  us. .  Then, 
without  distinction  of  party,  the  most  prominent  in  sta- 
tion, in  private  worth,  in  wealth  and  intelligence,  attend- 
ed these  meetings;  and  resolutions  were  adopted  at 
them  which  spoke  but  one  language,  and  that  was  a  rep- 
robation of  the  abolitionists.  By  permission  of  the  House 
he  would  read  a  resolution  which  was  unsnimously 
adopted  at  the  meeting  which  was  held  at  Augusta,  the 
seat  of  Government  of  the  State  of  Maine  t 

**Iie&oived,  That  any  interference  by  the  non-slave- 
hulding  States  on  the  subject  of  slavery  is  incompatible 
with  the  preservation  of  the  Union;  we  view  with  regret 
and  alarm  all  attempts  to  excite  such  interference  or  to 
disturb  the  peace  of  (he  country  by  the  fruitless  agita- 
tion of  that  exciting  subject;  and  we  hold  it  to  be  the 
duty  of  every  patriot  to  'frown  upon  the  first  dawning 


of  every  attempt  to  alienate  any  portion  of  ourcwBi- 
from  the  rest,  or  to  enfeeble  the  sacred  tics  whidc  i 
bind  together  its  various  part*.*  " 

Mr.  J.  said  that  comment  on  this  resolution  ¥«sw 
less.     It  was  not  his  intention  to  enter  further  into  ta 
discussion;  nor  would  he   have  said  thus  much,  b^ : 
not  been  for  misrepresentations  (no  doubt  iinintenik*^ 
which  had  been  made  upon  this  floor,  with  rtpri' 
the  feelings  of  the  people  of  the  eastern  Stsici,  »- 
at  the  time,  there  was  no  opportunity  to  repel 
When  Mr.  J.  concluded  liia  remarks, 
Mr.  J.  Q.  ADAMS  moved  to  lay  the  rrsoluuoar 

the  table.  ^  , , 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  asked  for  the  yeas  and  naj$;f.: 

were  ordered.  ,  .v  ..^ 

•  Mr.  MILLER  asked  for  the   reading  of  iht  rw;' 
tions;  which  being  done,  the  question  was  taken  03ip 
ing  the  resolutions  on  the  table,  by  yeas  and  mjt,  «' 
lows:  „         .jv 

YsAS—Messrs.  Adams,  Chilton  AlUn,  Henun  .tL«. 
Anthony,  Ashley,  Bailey,  Beaumont.  Bond,  Bo  «- 
Briggs,  Carr,  George  Chambers,  John  Chamben^'-^^  • 
Clark,  Corwin,  Crane,  Cnshing.  Davis,  Dew.J  f"^- 
Philo  C.  Fuller,  Grennell,  Haley,  HiUnd  H«?,  ^ 
mond.  Hard,  Hardin,  Henderson,  Hoar,  HoseiW 
soil,  William  Jackson,  Janes,  Joseph  Johnson,  hw  ; 
Kinnard,   Klingensmith,   Laporte,   Lawrence,  LJ— 


White,  Wbiiii<^ 


B««- 


Sutherland,    Underwood,    Yinton, 
Lewis  Williams,  Wise— 66. 

Nats— Messrs.  Asli,  Barton,  Beale,   Besni 

Icy,  Bell,  Bockee,    Boon,  Brown,  Buchanan, 

Bynum,  William  H.  Calhoun.   Cambrelenf .  CJffP  , 

Carter,  Casey.  Chsney,  Chapman,N.  H.  CUibome,'^ 

H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coffee,  Coles,  Connor^^ 

Cramer,  Cushman,   Deberry,    Doublcdsy.  ^^JjTj 

Efner,    Everett,    Fairfield,    Farlin,  Fry,  /*7*  j^. 

Fuller,    Galbraith,  James  Garland,  Rice  Carlsnj;.  ^^. 

Glascock,     Graham,     Granger,     Grantland,   '^'^j , 

Griffin,  Joseph  Hall,    Hamer,    Hannegsn,  sjro    ^ 

Harrison,    Albert    G.    Harrison,    Haynes.   H«     . 

Hiester,  Holsey,  Hopkins,  Howard,  H"'»7'^  r  » 

ton,  Hunstman,  Ingham,  Jsbez  Jackson,  ^'^^  ^ 

Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,     Henry   Johnson,   J     ^. 

Jones,    Benjamin  Jones,  Judson,   Kilgore,  L^  *  ^^^ 

sing,   Lawler,   Gideon   Lee,  Joshua  Lee,   l*" 

Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Abijah  Mann,  Manning,  * 

William  Mason,    Moses  Mason,   Maury,    W»     ^ 

McKeon,  McLtnc,  Miller,  Monlgomcn,  M«o^;  p,- 

gan,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Parks,  P»"'r^,ipt.. 

ton,   James   A.  Pcarce,   Phelp?,  **'*^*'"*' , i,  «.?:«'. 

Rencbcr,    John    Reynolds,  Joseph    R^yf  *^';  ch«? 

Roane,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Seymour,  Wi»'3'J    5^  A 

ard,    Augustine  H.    Shepperd,   Shinn,  ^\*°:*^^'. 

Spangler,Slandercr,  Steele,  Taliaferro,  Tsyj^r,      ^^^ 

John  Thomson,  Toucey.  Towns,  Turner,  W^', 3^: 
derpoel,  Wsrd,  Wardwell,  Washington,  wee*    , 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  called  for  the  orders  01  ^^^^^ 
but  withdrew  his  motion  at  the  request  ol  w^* 
who  pledged  himself  to  renew  it.  „<lmfnt: 

Mr.  WISE  then  moved  the  following  »yf,"%  inrfr*. 

Amend  by  striking  out  after  "  Be$olvea,   •  ^|,^(i; 

•«  That  there  is  no  power  of  If g«»^«*'**"/c7.tes  lo '"^ 
constitution  to  the  Congress  of  the  UuUcd  &w  ^^^^^. 
ish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  •"^^j^^ft^ 
tempt  by  Congress  to  legislate  upon  ****/"^i-ooi  io^ 
ry  will  be  not  only  unauthorized,  but  dsnge 
Union  of  the  Stales."  m^wfl^'** 

Mr.  WISE  said,  before  he  renewed  *«^ "^j^it  oPt^ 
gentleman  from  New  York,  he  would  tsk«  .^jtf 
tunity  to  say  that  he  hoped  his  amendment 
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It  ion  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine  would  bring  (he  di- 
set  question  before  the  House.  The  war  was  now  com- 
lenced  between  evasive  and  direct  propositions  upon 
lis  subject,  for  he  regarded  the  propositions  of  the  ffen- 
eman  from  Maine  as  entirely  evasive.  Re  re^rded 
lem  as  unsatisfactory  to  the  South,  and  nothing  could 
atisfy  them  but  a  bold,  direct,  and  manly  vote  upon  this 
uestion.  Let  it  be  settled.  That  was  all  they  asked. 
le  -wished  now  to  see  who  would  vote  for  the  one  prop<- 
•sition,  and  who  for  the  other.  He  wished  to  see  now 
^ho  would  move  the  previous  question  to  cut  off  this 
mendment.  He  wished  the  whole  South  to  mark  it,  if 
he  previous  question  to  this  amendment  should  be  put 
ipon  them.  Let  them  toe  it,  snd  let  the  South  be  un- 
leceived,  or  let  the  South  be  guarantied  in  her  rights. 
tf  r.  W .  moved  to  print  the  original  resolution  and  the 
imendment,  and  then  renewed  the  motion  for  the  orders 
>f  the  day. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  rose  to  request  the  gentleman  from 
Viri^inia  to  withdraw  his  motion,  as  he  simply  wished  to 
offer  an  amendment  to  the  resolution  also. 

Mr.  W1S£  said  it  lay  with  the  gentleman  from  New 
York. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  assented. 
Mr.  GLASCOCK  moved  the  following,  as  an  additional 
resolution: 

Hesohsed^  That  any  attempt  to  agitate  the  question  of 
slavery  in  this  House  is  calculated  to  disturb  the  com- 
promises of  the  constitution,  to  endanger  the  Union,  and, 
if  persisted  in,  to  destroy,  by  a  servile  war,  the  peace 
and  prosperity  of  the  country. 

l*he  CUAIK  said  the  gentleman  must  move  it  as  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  then  made  that  motion. 
Mr.  WISE  accepted  it  as  a  modification  of  his  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  wished,  he  said,  his  amendment  to 
be  offered  as  a  substitute  for  that  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  so  that  the  whole  question,  in  some  form  or 
other,  would  be  presented  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  could  only  be  done  by  moving 

to  strike  out  from  the  amendment  all  aAer  a  certain 

vord.     It  would  be  competent  for  the  gentleman  from 

Georgia  to  move  to  strike  out  all  after  the  word  '*  that," 

and  insert  his  amendment. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  said  he  would  makd  that  motion. 
His  object  was,  as  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, to  come  to  some  understanding,  and,  by  some  di- 
rect and  decisive  vote,  ascertain  how  far  their  northern 
brethren  were  disposed  to  go  with  those  of  the  South  on 
this  question!  and  he  was  gratified  to  find  that,  for  the 
.first  time,  it  began  to  assume  some  tangible  shape. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  wished  it  distinctly  understood  that,  so 
far  as  tlie  resolutions  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine  went, 
they  met  ills  approbation;  but  that  they  did  not  go  far 
enough  was  perfectly  clear  to  himself,  and  evident  upon 
tlie  very  face  of  them.     Whatever  might  be  the  consti- 
tutional difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  right  of  Congress 
to  interfere  with  blavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  it 
was  expected  by  tlie  South,  if  such  a  right  be  recog- 
nised, (which  he  would  not  for  a  moment  believe,}  that 
something  definite  should  be  done,  and  that  we  ahuuld 
be  placed  in  possession  of  their  views  on  this  important 
subject;  and  he  believed  they  would  be  such  as  to  quiet 
ail  fears,  and  sooth   the  feelings  of  a  now  agitated 
people.     If,  however,  he  was  mistaken,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  his  resolution,  further  attempts  to  agitate  this 
question  here  would  be  calculated  to  diaturl?  the  com- 
promises of  the  constitution,  and  endanger  this  Union. 
The  simple  act  of  laying  petitions  of  the  character  of 
thos«  presented  here,  and  expected  to  be  presented,  on 
ihe  kable,  was  not  calculated  to  allay  the  feelings  of  the 


South,  and  if  such  a  result  was  anticipated,  gentlemen 
were  indeed  mistaken.  But  he  did  believe  that  if,  on  the 
present  occasion,  there  could  be  a  clear  expression  of 
opinion  against  the  right  of  Congress  to  interfere  with 
slavery  in  this  District,  coupled  with  the  sentiments  of 
the  public  meetings  held  throughout  the  different  States 
of  the  North,  that  it  would  tranquillize  the  "  troubled 
waters,"  and  have  the  tendency  to  quiet  and  satisfy  the 
South.  But  if  it  be  not  done,  these  fond  anticipations 
would  never  be  realized.  Now,  said  Mr.  G.,  was  the 
proffered  time  for  his  northern  brethren  to  come  forth; 
the  crisis  had  arrived  when  they  should  speak  out,  and 
if  they  spoke  and  acted  as  he  expected,  tnen  all  would 
be  well. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  had  no  objections  that  a  direct  resolu- 
tion, or  series  of  resolutions,  should  be  offered,  declaring 
that  it  was  a  violation  of  the  constitution  for  Congreas  to 
interfere  with  slavery  here;  that  he  had  satisfied  himself 
it  was  unconstitutional,  and  should  vote  for  any  such 
resolution.     But,  whilst  he  was  disposed  to  do  this  him- 
self, he  was  not  prepared  to  censure  those,  or  impugn 
the  motives  of  such  as  might  differ  with  him.     And  he 
felt  it  to  be  his  duty  in  candor  to  state  that,  so  far  as  the  ab- 
stract question  of  the  constitutional  right  was  concerned 
as  to  this  District,  there  were  various  and  conflicting 
opinions,  among  the  best  jurists  as  well  as  constitutional 
lawyers  of  the  country,  and  he  regretted  that  some  of 
these  were  to  be  found  even  in  the  South.     And  even 
here,  in  this  House,  said  Mr.  G.,  he  knew  several  who 
would  vote  against  any  resolution  declaring  it  unconsti- 
tutional in  Congress  to  interfere  with  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict, but  who  would  go  heart  and  hand  with  the  souHi- 
ern  members  against  any  such  interference,  and  against 
the  reading  and  even  pnnting  of  the  petitions  of  the  abo- 
litionists, or  furthering  their  views,  either  directly  or  in- 
directly.    And,  from  what  had  taken  place,  he  looked 
with  great  confidence  for  a  warm  and  cordial  support  of 
the  resolution  which  he  had  the  honor  to  oflTer.     He 
thought  it  the  least  the  South  ought  to  expect,  and  what 
they  had  a  right  to  require,  from  their  brethren  of  the 
North. 

Mr.  HOLSEY  then  rose,  and,  af^er  proceeding  a  few 
moments  gsve  way  to 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  who  moved  the  orders  of  the 
day;  which  motion  was  agreed  tu. 

SEMINOLE  HOSTILITIES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  AYhole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  Mr.  Coxsron  in  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  committee 
proceeded  to  consider  the  following  bill: 

A  Mil  making  an  appropriation  fir  repremng  hoslUUu* 
commenced  by  the  Seminole  Indians^ 

Be  it  enacted,  &c..  That  the  sum  of  $80,000  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  ex- 
penses attending  the  repression  of  bostilitiei  commenced 
by  the  Seminole  Indians  in  Florida. 

A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the 
subject  was  read;  when 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  briefly  adverted  to  the  depre- 
dations committed  by  the  Seminoles,  their  having  laid 
waste  and  desolated  the  country  for  eighty  miles,  &c. 

Mr.  VINTON  inquired  whether  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  was  in  possession  of  any  information  as  to  the 
cause  of  this  war,  or  who  commenced  it.^ 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  he  had  in  his  possession  a 
package  of  documents  containing  the  desired  informa- 
tion. The  disturbance  had  grown  out  of  a  treaty  with 
the  Seminoles,  the  execution  of  which  had  been  post- 
poned from  time  to  time  by  them;  and  when  a  portion 
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or  these  ImSians  bad  determined  to  remore,  two  of  their  I 
own  chiefs  had  been  murdered  by  themselvesi  &c.   The 
l^entleman  from  Ohio  could  examine  the  correspondence 
in  his  possession,  and  he  would  be  able  to  satisfy  himself 
on  the  stibject. 

Mr.  VINTON  inquired  when  the  treaty  alluded  to 
was  made?  He  did  not  wish  to  delay  the  pastaf^e  of 
the  bill;  but  if  it  was  the  treaty  of  1833,  or  1834,  it 
was  his  intention  to  move  to  amend  it  by  making^  it  obli* 
gfatory  on  the  United  States  to  carry  that  treaty  into 
effect. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  adverted  to  the  necessity  of 
speedy  action  upon  this  subject.  The  war  was  pro- 
gressing. Fifteen  hundred  Indians  were  in  the  field, 
and  they  were  opposed  by  only  about  two  hundred 
troops.  Unless  speedily  repressed,  they  would  probably 
make  inroads  upon  the  State  of  Georgia.  If  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  desired  to  raise  a  question  or  a  debate 
upon  the  treaty,  he  could  select  another  opportunity, 
witliout  embarrassing  the  present  measare. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  the  reading  of  the  bill;  which 
having  been  read, 

Mr.  A.  rose  and  said;  Mr.  Speaker,  1  propose  to 
amend  this  bill,  by  introdncing  after  the  words  « to  be 
expended,"  the  words  **  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  tonformably  to  law.**  My  objection 
to  the  bill  as  it  now  stands  is,  that  it  is  an  appropriation 
rather  too  indefinite;  and  1  make  this  motion  now,  more 
with  a  view  to  anticipate  what  I  presume  will  be  an 
amendment  proposed  in  another  place,  than  for  any 
other  consideration.  And  I  make  it  now  the  more  readily, 
because  at  the  clone  of  the  last  session  of  Congress  in 
the  case  of  a  similar  appropriation,  not  only  the  appro- 
priation itself  failed,  but  the  whole  bill  to  which  it  was 
annexed  (and  an  extremely  important  one  it  was)  failed 
entirety,  as  I  understood,  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
definite  nature  of  the  appropriation. 

Here,  sir,  is  an  appropriation  for  eighty  thousand 
dollars  only— that  was  an  appropriation  for  three  millions; 
but  the  principle  is  the  same.  Here  is  an  appropriation 
for  the  suppression  of  a  war  with  the  Seminole  Indians. 
Well,  sir,  under  whose  direction  is  the  money  to  be 
expended?  Is  it  to  raise  an  army?  The  constitution  of 
the  United  States  ssys  that  Congress  shall  hove  exclusive 
power  to  raise  an  army.  In  what  manner  Is  it  to  be 
expended?  Is  it  intended  by  this  appropriation  of 
eighty  thousand  dollars  to  give  to  the  Executive  of  the 
United  States  power  to  raise  men—- to  raise  a  force?  Is 
it  intended  to  confer  upon  him  the  power  of  exercising 
that  which  the  constitution  has  exclusively  reserved  to 
Congress?  If  this  is  the  intention,  I  shall  be  most  reluc- 
tantly compelled  to  vote  against  it.  If  it  is  not  the  in- 
tention, I  ask  that  something  or  other  should  be  intro- 
duced into  the  bill  which  shall  explicitly  state  under 
whose  direction,  and  in  what  manner,  this  money  is  to 
be  disposed  off  so  far,  at  least,  as  that  it  shall  be  ex- 
pended according  to  law. 

When  the  appropriation  of  last  year,  to  which  I  have 
referred,  was  introduced  to  this  House  by  the  same  gen- 
tleman, I  believe,  who  proposes  this,  I  voted  for  it, 
indefinite  as  the  terms  in  which  it  was  expressed  were; 
but  I  did  so  under  a  principle  which  I  have  always  un- 
derstood to  prevsil,  and  which  I  never  considered  as 
doubtful,  until  ii  was  made  a  question  on  that  occasion; 
and  that  was,  that,  make  your  appropriations  ever  so  in- 
definite, grant  to  the  Executive  a  hundred  millions  of 
money  to  be  expended,  you  give  him  no  power  to  ex- 
pend one  dollar  without  the  authority  of  bw,  separate 
from,  and  independent  of,  your  appropriation.  Well, 
sir,  when  that  bill  went  to  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature, this  appropriation  for  three  millions  of  dollars 
was  not  only  negatived  and  rejected,  but,  when  it  came 
back  to  this  House,  and  the  House  had  insisted  on  the 


appropriation,  the  Senate  immediately  adhered  to  their 
rejection;  and,  as  I  understood,  (for  I  do  not  know  offi- 
cially the  grounds  and  principles  upon  which  the  Senate 
rejected  the  appropriation,]  but  it  was  understood  to  be 
upon  the  ground  that  this  was  an  indefinite  throwing  of 
three  millions  of  dollars  into  the  lap  of  the  Executive, 
entirely  at  his  discretion,  and  without  being  eircum- 
seribed  even  by  any  specified  limits.  The  immediate 
consequence  of  this  was,  thst  the  bill  came  down  to  this 
House;  a  committee  of  conference  was  demanded  and 
was  held,  and  a  compromise  was  made,  by  which  the  ap- 
propriation was  reduced,  I  think,  to  eight  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  and  something  of  a  limitation  of  the 
terms  in  which  it  was  expresved  was  introduced:  the 
terms  were  not  quite  so  indefinite  as  in  the  original  bill. 
This  serves  to  show  that  the  reaf  objection  which  was 
taken  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  was  to  the 
indefinite,  terms  in  which  the  appropriation  was  made; 
and  that  there  is  some  plausibility  at  least  in  the  sugges- 
tion, I  infer  from  the  fact  of  the  committee  having  agreed 
to  make  it  more  definite  in  its  terms,  as  well  as  to  reduce 
the  amount.  Sir,  it  so  happened  that  this  compromise 
was  too  late;  and,  in  consequence,  not  only  the  appro- 
priation, but  the  whole  bill,  failed,  to  the  very  great  in- 
jury, in  my  humble  opinion,  of  the  interests  of  the 
country.  I  believe  the  appropriation  itself  would  have 
been  a  most  profitable  and  useful  one  at  that  time.  I 
believe  that  the  bill  was  one  of  the  most  important  that 
was  introducetl  during  the  session,  and  that  the  country 
is  now  suffering  in  consequence  of  its  failure. 

I  ask  the  gentleman,  therefore,  to  assent  to  the  intro- 
duction of  something  like  these  terms:  '*  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  conforma* 
bly  to  law." 

Mr.  CAMBRELEN6  briefly  replied  to  some  or  the 
remsrks  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  He  hsd 
no  objection  to  the  amendment  which  had  been  pro- 
posed. 

Mbi  EVERETT  made  a  few  remarks,  which  were 
wholly  inaudible. 

The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  laid 
aside. 

NEW  YORK  SUFFERERS  BY  FIRE. 

The  committee  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by  the  fire 
in  the  city  of  New  Vork. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  made  several  verbal  amend- 
ments; which  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  C.  then  offered  a  substitute  for  the  second  sec- 
tion, (being  the  same  which  was  contained  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  yesterday;)  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  explained  briefly  the  provisions 
of  the  bill;  stated  the  various  acts,  from  1790  to  1801. 
for  remission  of  duty  in  cases  of  fire;  and,  from  1803  to 
1834k  for  extension  of  credits  in  similar  cases.  He  re- 
minded the  committee  that  the  question  was  not  now  of 
remission  of  duty  on  goods  destroyed  by  the  fire,  but 
one  which  concerned  Government  quite  as  much  as  its 
debtors.  On  the  question  of  remission,  when  it  came 
before  them,  he  should  submit  his  views;  and  he  hoped 
a  majority  of  the  House  would  concur  with  him.  To 
the  bill  now  submitted  he  anticipated  little  oppoMtion. 
The  first  section  wss  in  conformity  to  the  usage  of  Gov- 
ernment in  cases  far  less  important;  the  second  would 
apply  to  debtors  of  Government  equally  unfortunate, 
but  not  provided  for  in  the  first  section. 

Mr.  C.  then  went  into  an  argument  to  show  that, 
while  under  the  old  laws  and  long  credits,  the  merch*nts 
had  enjoyed  the  use  of  the  public  money;  under  the  late 
revision,  by  substituting  cash  duties  on  m'ooUeos,  and 
three  snd  six  months  on  all  other  goods,  the  merchant 
was  compelled  to  adrance  the  duties  to  Gorernmenti 
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•nd  that  those  debtors  for  whose  relief  the  bill  was  de- 
signed had  actaally  advAnced  to  the  Government,  in 
la35y  near  twelve  millions  of  dollars,  independent  of  the 
three  or  four  millions  now  due.  So  fur  from  Govern- 
ment beinr  a  lender  to  its  debtors,  the  city  of  New  York 
was  actually  a  lender  to  Government  of  millions  beyond 
the  amount  now  deposited  in  that  city,  which  had  been 
advanced^  and  was  now  loaned  to  the  East,  West,  North, 
and  South.  The  extension  of  the  bonds  was  merely  to 
restore  temporarily  (hat  which  they  had  advanced.  The 
extension  of  credit  on  bonds  fur  duties  on  goods^  all  of 
which  bad  been  imported  within  three  months,  and  some 
of  which  had  been  entered  within  a  week — some  even 
on  the  day  of  the  fire.  The  second  section  of  the  bill 
in  fact  merely  contemplated  extending  the  payment  of 
the  bonda  to  a  period  which,  under  the  old  credit  laws, 
tbey  would  have  bee^  entitled  to.  It  simply  proposed 
to  allow  our  debtors  time,  as  one  of  the  committee  had 
expressed  himself,  to  *'  clear  away  the  ruins,  before  we 
demanded  the  payment  of  our  bonds."  The  Govern- 
ment would  save  money  by  the  extension  proposed, 
while  it  would  lose  by  insisting  upon  the  payment  of  its 
bonds  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  present  year*  which 
he  thought  would  be  a  period  of  pressure  not  surpassed 
by  any  aince  1835.  The  Government  should  act  upon 
the  principle  of  every  other  creditor— it  must,  like  banks 
and  capitalists,  extend  credit  to  ita  debtors,  or  take  the* 
chance  of  losing  its  debts.  He  could  not  anticipate  op- 
position to  such  a  measure,  and  should  wait  for  objec- 
tions to  it  to  answer  them. 

Mr.  HARDIN  said  he  had  the  bill  before  him,  and  he 
could  not  find  a  gentleman  who  understood  the  amend* 
ments.     He  found  in  the  bill,  as  originally  printed,  that 
the  first  section  extended  a  credit  of  three,  four,  or  five 
years,  making  the  credit  equal  to  four  years,  while  there 
was  no  provision  that  these  petitionera  should  pay  inter- 
est.   This  was  giving  the  merchants  twenty-four  per 
cent,  while  there  was  no  relief  extended  to  insurance 
offices,  none  to  holders  of  real  estate,  none  to  those  who 
had  buildings  on  ground  rent,  but  all  to  the  merchants. 
He  wished    to  call  attention  to  the  subjects.     Credits 
ought  never  to  be  extended,  upon  the  mere  assent  of 
security.  If  there  was  to  be  an  extension  made,  it  ought 
only  to  be  made  when  tbe  principal  and  security  both 
came  forward  and  gave  new  bonds.     Dut  unless  there 
could  be  a  satisfactory  reason  assigned,  he  could  never 
vote  for  the  second  section  of  the  bill.     What  does  that 
section  propose?    It  proposes  to  give  away  all  the  sur- 
plus revenue.     AYest  of  the  Alleghany  mountains,  some 
eight  or  ten  millions  were  collected  for  lands.    Was  this 
all  to  be  given  away,  for  the  benefit  of  the  merchants  of 
New  York?    Mr.  H.  concluded  by  moving  that  the  com- 
mittee rise  and  report  the  first  two  bills,  and  ask  leave 
to  sit  again  on  the  bill  before  the  committee;  but  with- 
drew the  motion  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  who  said  the  gentleman  had 
fallen  into  an   error.     The  second  section  had  been 
amended  by  striking  out  the  part  the  gentleman  took 
exception  to. 
The  bill  was  then  passed  over. 

CONVENTION  WITH  SPAIN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  the  commit- 
tee proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  providing  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  convention  with  Spain. 

After  a  brief  explanation  by  Mr.  MASON,  and  a  few 
remarks  by  Mr.  ADAMS,  the  latter  auggested  the  pro- 
priety of  looking  further  into  the  subject,  and  for  that 
purpose  he  moved  that  the  committee  rises  which  was 
•greed  to. 

The  committee  then  rote  and  reported  to  the  House 
the  bill  making  partial  appropriations  for  the  fupport  of 
Goremmeat  for  the  year  IGSa,  And  the  ^Ul  ina|Lii\g  ao 


appropriation  for  repressing  hostilities  on  the  part  of  this 
Seminole  Indians. 

The  amendment  to  the  latter  bill  was  concurred  in, 
and  tbe  two  bills  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  reaj 
a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House, then  adjourned. 


Thuxsdat,  Jaituabt  T. 
THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  MEXICO. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  ADAMS  rose,  lie  said,  to  make  an  inquiry 
of  the  cbairnan  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Ilelauoni^ 
on  the  subject  of  the  relations  between  this  Government 
and  that  of  Mexico.  He  adverted  to  some  statements 
on  the  subject,  which  appeared  in  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer of  thia  morning,  and  which,  at  his  request,  were 
read  by  the  Clerk.  Mr.  A.  said  the  queation  which  be 
wished  to  ask  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  For* 
eign  Relations  was,  whether  the  committee  had  received 
any  communication  from  the  State  Department  on  the 
subject  of  the  relations,  political  or  commercial,  between 
the  United  States  and  Mexico.  If  they  had  not,  he  con- 
cluded that  thry  might  receive  such  information  to-day 
or  on  Monday,  for  a  motion  would  probably  be  made  tp 
adjourn  over  till  Monday. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  (chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations,)  said,  in  reply,  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs  had  received  no  communioa- 
tion  from  the  State  Department  on  the  subject  of  tb# 
relations  of  the  United  States  with^Mexico,  whether  com- 
mercial or  political  and  that  they' had  no  information  on 
that  subject  other  than  that  contained  in  the  message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  Statea,  delivered  at  the  com* 
mencement  of  this  session. 

Having  seen  a  statement  in  a  newspaper  of  yesterday's 
date,  founded  on  a  commercial  letter,  tliat  the  arbitrary 
measure  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachuaetta 
had  been  adopted  by  the  Mexican  Government,  he  (Mr. 
M.)  had  called  at  the  State  Department,  and  waa  in- 
formed that  no  intelligence  had  been  received  on  that 
subject.  He  (Mr.  M.)  had  no  doubt  that,  if  the  ru- 
mor proved  to  be  true,  information  would  be  promptly 
communicated  to  Congress. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  would  give  notice  that,  unless,  to- 
day or  on  Monday,  information  on  the  subject  should  be 
received  by  the  House,  he  would  aubmit  a  proposition 
in  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  HARDIN  moved  that  the  rule  be  aoapeoded,  in  or* 
der  to  receive  petitions,  beginning  where  tbe  House  left 
off  on  a  former  day.  He  saw  no  reason,  he  said,  why 
the  green  valleys  of  the  Ohio  should  not  be  heard  from 
as  well  as  the  green  mountains  of  Vermont.  The  motion 
waa  agreed  to. 

MICHIGAN  MINING  COMPANY. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
the  following  resolution  offered,  on  leave,  by  Mr.  Joxaa* 
of  Michigan,  was  agreed  to. 

**Be9ohed,  That  tbe  Committee  on  Public  Lands  bi^  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  and 
extending  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  the  miners  or  dig<- 
gers  of  tbe  Mining  Company,  situated  in  the  Territory 
of  Michigan." 

Mr.  VINTON  spoke  in  support  of  the  motion,  and 
atated  that  the  Government  had  been  defrauded  under 
the  pre-emption  acts  out  of  a  million  of  dollars.  He  wisb- 
ed  these  people  distinctly  to  understand  that  the  pro* 
ceeding  will  not  be  countenanced  bv  the  Government, 
and  he  therefore  opposed  the  resolution  even  in  the  form 
of  an  inquiry. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Michigan,  briefly  replied  to  the  gen^ 
tieman  from  Ohio. 

BIr.  BIPLJ^Y  Mud  thf  c;xperieDce  which  th«  Gpt> 
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ernment  had  had  of  the  operation  of  the  pre-emption 
acta  ought  to  Batisfy  the  Houae  that  the  ayatem  ought 
not  to  be  carried  any  further,  f  n  one  case,  to  which  he 
referred,  in  Louisiana,  ten  miUiona  of  dollara'  worth  of 
public  lands  were  covered  by  pre-emption  righta — not 
of  actual  aettlers,  but  by  fraudulent  settlements  made  by 
capitalists  from  New  York  and  New  Orleans.  He  had 
himself  drawn  up  a  resolution  proposing  an  inciutry  on 
this  subject,  with  a  view  to  detect  and  punish  such 
frauds. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  said  the  facta 
disclosed  went  certainly  to  prove  that  Congress  ought  to 
be  exceedingly  guarded  in  relation  to  acts  of  this  kind. 
Eren  if  no  fraud  nor  abuse  had  been  practised  in  relation 
to  them,  still  he  thought  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  Michigan  ought  not  to  pass,  because  it  introduced 
a  new  kind  of  pre-emption  not  heretofore  recognised 
by  the  Government.  It  had  been  heretofore  granted 
only  to  actual  aettlera  who  cultivated  their  Imnds,  but 
this  proposition  went  to  give  the  right  to  individuals  who 
lived  by  digging  lead.  The  principle,  he  thought,  was 
wrong,  and  he  was  opposed  to  the  inquiry,  because  it 
encouraged  an  expectation  in  the  parties  concerned, 
which  would  never  be  realized. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  said  there  would  be  no  objection  to  a 
resolution  of  inquiry.  It  was  perfectly  proper  to  make 
an  inquiry  in  regard  to  the  rights  of  those  who  were 
located  near  lead  mines.  It  was  conceded  that  frauds 
had  been  practised  under  the  pre-emption  system,  but 
this  was  no  argument  against  the  extension  of  the  sys- 
tem, under  proper  guards.  Pre-emption  was  one  of  the 
privileges  which  the  Government  ought  to  extend  to 
aettlers  of  public  lands;  and,  in  regard  to  the  lead  mines. 
It  could  be  ahown  that  the  proceeda  arising  to  the  Gov- 
ernment from  renting  them  did  not  pay  the  expenaes 
of  collection,  and  the  settlers  near  them  were  as  much 
entitled  as  any  other  class  of  settlers  to  the  privilege. 
He  was  happy  to  believe  that  the  Stale  which  he  in  part 
represented,  though  a  large  portion  of  the  land  there 
belonged  to  the  Government,  furniahed  an  exception  to 
charges  of  fraud  practised  under  the  pre-emption  acta. 
He  had  never  heard  of  an  instance  of  the  kind  as  having 
occurred  there. 

The  class  of  settlers  to  whom  the  pre-emption  acts 
applied  were  the  very  poorest  persons  who  emigrated 
from  the  old  States.  If  they  were  not  allowed  this 
privilege,  they  must  become  slaves,  and  labor  for  others 
until  they  could  acquire  a  aufficient  sum  to  purchase  at 
the  land  sales.  There  was  many  a  family  which  had 
ffone  to  the  West  poor,  and  had  there  been  made  com- 
fortable and  respectable  by  means  of  this  privilege. 
Those  who  settled  the  western  coimtry,  who  were  the 
pioneers  of  civilization  there,  who  cut  tlie  roads,  eatab- 
lished  schools^  and  erected  mills,  for  those  who  followed 
them,  were  the  people  of  this  class,  the  settlers — some 
gentlemen  might  call  them  the  intruders— on  the  public 
landa.  He  was  well  convinced  that  the  Government 
had  lost  nothing  by  the  pre-emption  laws,  except  by 
•ome  fraudulent  acta,  and  it  was  no  reason  why  the  aya- 
tem should  be  aboliahed  because  some  abuses  had  been 
practiaed  under  it.  The  committee  could  guard  the  law 
m  such  a  way  that  no  abuses  could  be  practised  hereaf- 
ter. To  reject  the  application  of  these  individuals,  after 
the  system  had  been  so  generally  extended  heretofore, 
would  be,  he  conceived,  unjust.  The  State  of  Ohio  had 
received  the  full  benefit  of  the  system,  and  from  that 
quarter  there  ought  to  be  no  objection  to  the  resolution. 
^  Mr.  LANE  spoke  in  favor  of  continuing  the  pre-emp- 
tion system,  which,  he  said,  was  aa  old  as  the  land  lawa 
themselves,  and  waa  one  of  the  most  valuable  principles 
adopted  in  relation  to  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  aa'id  he  held  in  hia  hand 
a  reaoltttion  on  the  subject  of  the  frauds  under  the  pre- 


emption acts,  which  had  been  referred  to,  and  mored 
the  suspension  of  the  rule  in  order  to  offer  it. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  moved  a  general  suspeniion  of  the 
roles  In  order  to  oflfer  resoTutiona  of  inquiry;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  then  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Rnolvedt  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pubfic  Lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  modifyin; 
the  diflTerent  acts  of  Congreaa  granting  preemption 
righta  to  aettlers  on  the  public  Unas,  so  as  to  protect  the 
rights  of  the  settlers,  and  prevent  fraud  against  the  Uni* 
ted  States. 

Mr.  DAVIS  made  some  remarks  on  the  subject,  tod 
moved  the  following  amendment  to  the  resolution: 

And  also  into  the  expediency  of  extending  to  the 
actual  aettler  on  all  landa  that  have  been  in  mtrket  for 
five  years,  which  pre-emption  privilege  shall  extend  for 
four  years  from  and  af>er  the  19th  of  June  next. 

Mr.  MAY  opposed  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  moved  that  the  further  comiden- 
tion  of  the  resolution  and  amendment  be  postponed  t3l 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  HARRISON,  aa  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  stated  that  the  subject  of  the  pre-eoptioo 
lawa  was  now  before  that  committee. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North 
Carolina, 

Mr.  HAMER  moved  that  the  resolution  be  laid  on  the 
tablet  which  was  rejected. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  the  pK- 
vious  question;  which  was  seconded  by  the  Housei  81 
to  54. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered,  and  the  wm 
tion  was  agreed  to. 

SEMINOLE  HOSTILITIES. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  Florida,  moved  to  suspend  the  nil« 
in  order  to  proceed  to  the  orders  of  the  day.  It  f^  ^ 
purpose,  he  explained,  to  call  up  the  bill  makinjC  ip* 
propriationa  for  repressing  the  hostilities  of  the  Seminole 
Indiana  in  Florida.  He  aaid  very  distressing  news  hid 
been  received  this  morning  in  regard  to  the  projfrcw  of 
the  Indians.  They  were  now  on  their  way  to  the  w^ 
of  Government  of  Florida.  The  Preaident  was  inxioui 
to  take  immediate  steps  for  checking  them;  and,  in  or- 
der to  do  so,  it  would  be  necessary  to  call  upon  the 
Governor  of  Georgia  for  a  militia  force.  ,  . 

The  motion  waa  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  appropriilmf 
eighty  thousand  dollars  for  the  repression  of  the  bos* 
tilitiesofthe  Seminole  Indiana  was  read  a  third  tioe, 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  CONNOR  moved  that  the  rules  of  the  House  be 
suspended  in  order  to  submit  a  motion  that  when  tm 
House  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to:  Yeas  99,  nays  38. 

Mr.  CONNOR  moved  that  when  the  House  sdjooro. 
it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  moved  to  amend  the  motion  Uf 
striking  out  Monday  and  inaerting  Saturday,  and  there* 
upon  aaked  the  yeaa  and  naya;  which  were  refused. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion,  and  determiBea 
in  the  negative. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  ori- 
ginal motion,  and  they  were  refuaed. 

The  queation  being  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Coi- 
«0E  to  adjourn  to  Monday,  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  Houae  then  adjourned. 


MOVDAT,  JaHVABT  11. 

UNITED  STATES  AND  MEXICO. 
Mr.  J.  Q.  ADAMS  had  given  notice,  be  said,  thst,  (» 
this  day,  he  would  make  %  proposition  in  reference 
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some  reported  proeeedingi  of  the  OoYernment  of  Mesl- 
CO.  He  had  since  called  at  the  State  Department,  and 
had  ascertained  not  only  that  the  Government  tuid  re- 
ceived no  official  information  on  the  subject  of  the  arti- 
cles published  in  the  newspapers,  but  that  those  articles 
were,  probably,  without  any  foundation  in  fact.  He  had 
therefore  no  proposition  to  make  at  present.  He,  how- 
ever, had  seen  two  articles,  which  exhibited  our  relations 
in  such  ft  state  as  to  make  it  necessary  both  for  Congress 
and  the  Executive  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  to  that  quar- 
ter. The  one- was,  that  eleven  citixens  of  the  United 
States  had  been  taken  by  the  Mexican  forces,  and  shot 
by  order  of  a  court  n^rtial.  The  other  was  a  remon- 
strance from  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs  of  Mexico 
to  this  Government,  in  relation  to  the  interference  of 
American  citizens  in  the  affairs  of  Texas.  He  could  not 
say  whether  the  remonstrance  was  a  genuine  paper,  but, 
if  it  was,  be  presumed  a  communication  would  be  sent 
to  the  House  on  the  subject  at  a  proper  time. 

Mr.  GIDEON  LEE  inquired  whether  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  was  ready  to  call  up  the  bills  making 
appropriations  for  the  army  and  navy  and  fortifications. 
He  thought  it  highly  important  that  those  bills  should  be 
brought  speedily  before  the  House.  The  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  sufferers  by  the  late  fire  in  New  York  would 
not,  he  hoped,  be  separated  from  those  bills,  and  that 
all  of  them  would  be  acted  on  without  delay.  He  had 
risen  to  ask  the  committee  when  they  would  be  ready  to 
call  up  these  several  bills. 

Mr.  CAMBRELCNG  stated,  irt  reply,  that  he  was  in- 
structed by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  call  up 
for  consideration  the  army  and  navy  bills  at  one  o'clock 
to-morrow.  They  would  be  called  up  to-day,  but  an- 
other communication  in  reference  to  them  was  expected 
this  day  from  one  of  the  Departments.  In  respect  to 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by  the  fire  m  New 
York,  it  was  his  intention  to  call  it  up  to-day,  after  the 
presentation  of  petitions. 

Mr.  LEE  said  he  was  perfectly  sati&fied.  His  only  ob- 
ject was  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  matters  of 
infinitely  more  importance,  as  he  considered,  than  any 
other  before  It. 

MICHIGAN. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Hasvboav  to  reject  the  memorial  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  in 
relation  to  the  boundary  disputed  between  Michigan  and 
Ohio. 

Mr.  THOMSON,  of  Ohio,  said  that  the  memorial  was 
of  a  harmless  character,  and,  in  courtesy  to  the  individu- 
als who  sent  it,  ought  to  be  received.  He  asked  the 
^ntleman  from  Indiana  to  withdraw  his  motion. 
.  Mr.  HANNEGAN  declined  the  withdrawal  of  the  mo- 
tion; and  insisted  that,  if  one  official  actof  Michigan,  as  a 
State,  could  be  recognised,  every  act  might  be.  To 
tanction  the  pretensions  of  Michigan  would  be  to  sanction 
ft  rerolutionar}'  movement  of  a  strong  and  decided  char- 
acter. He  went  on  at  some  length  to  advocate  his  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  BEAItDSLEY  said,  when  he  presented  this  me- 

,      morial,  he  did  not  suppose,  he  could  not  have  supposed, 

that  it  would  have  elicited  the  debate  which  had  occurred 

on  its  presentation.     The  memorial  purported  to  be  a 

»nemorial  from  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 

or  Legislature,  of  what  was  named  in  it  as  the  State  of 

Michigan.    Now,  an  inquiry  had  been  made,  where  was 

the  State  of  Michigan?  Mr.  B.  should  not  say  that  Mich- 

i^n  was  rightfully  a  State;  much  less  should  he  say  that 

Michigan  was  one  of  the  States  of  this  Union;  nor  should 

fee  undertakie  to  say,  for  to  do  so  would  be  prejudging 

the  questiovi,  that  Michigan  was  in  any  sense  a  State. 

Bttt  they  aH  knew  from  public  report,  and  from  docu- 
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ments  presented  to  that  Hotise,  what  had  been  doing  in 
the  Territory  of  Michigan.  They  knew  that  the  inhabi* 
tants  of  that  Territory  bad  convened  in  the  form  of  a  con* 
vention,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a'State  constltuiion; 
that  they  had  agreed  upon  a  State  constitution,  and  had 
referred  that  constitution  to  the  people  of  the  Territory 
of  Michigan  for  their  adoption,  and  the  people  had  adopt* 
ed  it.  That  constitution  had  been  sent  to  that  House, 
and  referred  to  one  of  its  committees  to  act  upon,  and 
advise  the  House  of  their  opinion  upon  it.  Now,  all  thii 
was  known  to  have  occurred.  The  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan had  thus  assumed  the  form  of  a  State,  had  proceeded 
to  elect  Senators  to  Congress,  and  had  chosen  a  member 
to  represent  what  was  designated  as  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan to  that  House.  All  this  they  knew,  and  still  ho 
should  not  say,  for  he  ought  not  to  say,  that  Mich':gaD» 
in  all  or  any  part  of  its  course,  had  acted  according  to 
the  constitution,  or  in  conformity  with  her  rights.  She 
had  not,  however,  professed  to  act  in  hostility  to  this 
Union,  but  had  been  seeking,  and  was  then  seeking* 
either  by  right  or  wrong,  to  become  a  member  .of  thii 
confederacy.  Thus  seeking  to  become  one  of  the  States 
of  this  Union,  it  seemed  to  him  that  liberality  and  fair 
dealing,  and  a  spirit  of  harmony  and  good  will,  shoald 
have  induced  them  to  receive  a  communication  from 
what  purported  to  be  the  Legislature  of  that  State.  His 
object  was  to  send  this  memorial  to  the  same  committeo 
to  which  the  matter  had  already  been  referred,  and  not 
to  invite  discuss:on.  He  had  presented  it  at  the  request 
of  the  gentleman  who  had  been  chosen  to  represent 
Michigan  on  that  floor. 

Mr.  B.  would  not  say  one  word  whether  Michigan  wss 
right  or  not,  but  he  might  be  permitted  to  say  this  muebt 
that  those  persons  who  had  convened  as  the  Le^islaturO 
of  Michigan,  and  sought  to  bring  that  State  into  tho 
Union,  were  not  acting  in  hostility,  but  in  subordination 
to  the  Union,  and  that  their  memorial  should  be  treated 
in  a  respectful  manner,  even  if  the  House  should  not 
agree  with  their  views.  The  motion  then  was  not  to  re- 
ceive that  paper. 

The  CHAIR  informed  the  gentleman  that  the  motion 
was  that  the  petition  be  rejected. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  said,  well,  sir,  the  motlona  aro 
identical.  While  he  was  up  he  wished  to  say  a  word  or 
two  upon  the  general  proposition  of  rejecting  petitions 
of  this  nature.  Was  it  pretended  that  there  was  any 
thing  offensive  in  this  petition,  any  thing  reflecting  on 
the  dignity  and  character  of  that  House,  or  any  member 
of  it?  It  stood  free  from  that  difficulty,  and  the  objection 
now  taken  to  it  was,  that  there  was  no  such  person 
known  to  that  House  as  the  Legislature  of  Michigsm 
Now,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  if  these  memorialists  had  misnamed 
themselves,  but  had  chosen  to  address  that  House  in  S 
respectful  manner,  it  did  seem  to  him  an  objection  againat 
receiving  their  petition  that  was  hardly  a  good  one. 

But  on  the  general  right  of  petition.  How  did  that 
right  stand  in  England,  a  country  from  which  we  derived 
some  of  our  notions  of  liberty  ?  In  England,  as  they  all 
very  well  knew,  the  legislative  power  was  supposed 
to  reside  inherently  in  the  Crown;  by  the  Crown  all 
laws  were  enacted,  by  and  with  the  consent  and  advico 
of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament.  Petitions,  therefore, 
upon  legislative  subjects,  were  addressed  to  the  CroWHi 
and  not  to  the  Parliament.  They  all  knew  that,  before 
the  revolution  of  1688,  it  was  no  uncommon  exercise  of 
the  kingly  prerogative  for  the  Crown  to  repel  petition- 
ers, and  even  to  imprison  tiiem  for  assuming  the  right  to 
lay  their  grievances  at  the  foot  of  the  4hrone;  but  in  tho 
bill  oF  rights  of  1688,  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  had 
taken  care  to  guard  this  right  to  petition,  and  to  guard 
it  much  more  effectually  than  it  was  gtiarded  here,  if 
that  House  were  to  drive  out  petitions  as  they  had  been 
asked  to  do.     As  the  British  bill  of  rights  was  peculiar- 
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1^  ipplieable  at  the  preient  time,  since  so  much  new 
light  WIS  coding  in  upon  us,  lie  would  beg  Imve  to  re- 
fcr  the  House  to  a  single  clause  of  it.  Mr.  B.  then  read 
the  clause  setting  forth  that  it  waa  the  right  of  I  lie  sub- 
ject to  petition  the  King,  &c.  Well,  then,  (said  Mr.  B.,) 
It  was  their  right  to  petition,  and  the  King  was  bound  to 
hear  them,  and  receive  petitions,  whether  he  chose  to 
grant  the  prayer  oP  them  or  not.  1'his  was  the  right  of 
Englishmen .  Now,  what  were  the  rights  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States?  If  honorable  gentlemen  would  take  the 
trouble  to  look  into  their  own  Stale  constitutions,  th«y 
would  find,  without,  he  believed,  any  exception,  that  this 
right  of  petition  was  most  sacredly  and  carefully  guarded 
in  each  and  all  of  these  constitutions.  The  idea  of  driving 
petitioners  out  of  doora  had  never  before  been  heard  of. 
It  was  a  new  invention  of  the  present  dsy,  which  no  one 
ever  dreamed  of  before,  except  under  the  arbitrary 
Crowns  of  England,  before  the  revolution  of  1688;  cer- 
tairtly  never  heard  of  in  this  country  before  the  present 
tession.  It  was  true  that  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  contained  no  bill  of  rights  when  first  adopted, 
but  an  amendment  of  it  contained  a  similar  provision  to 
the  one  be  had  read  from  the  English  bill  of  rights.  It 
would  be  recollecled  that  when  that  constitution  was 
■ubmitted  to  the  Virginia  convention  for  adoption,  one 
of  the  objections  on  the  part  of  Virginia  was,  that  it  con- 
tained no  bill  of  rights;  and  that  convention  recommend- 
ed to  the  people  of  the  several  States  the  adoption  of  cer- 
tain clauses  specifying  what  were  the  rights  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  and  one  of  those  very  clauses  was  this 
amendment:  «That  the  people  had  the  right  peaceably 
to  assemble  together  to  consult  for  the  common  good,  and 
instruct  their  representatives;  and  that  every  freeman  had 
the  right  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  a  redress  of  griev- 
ances.*' Virginia  recommended  the  incorporation  of 
this  clause  li)to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
it  Was  substantially  the  same  with  the  English  bill  of 
rights.  Petitions,  on  all  matters,  whether  grievances  or 
not,  if  the  people  held  them  to  be  so,  they  had  the  right 
to  present,  and  had  the  right  to  assemble  together,  and 
to  instruct  their  representatives.  But,  in  these  latter 
days,  when  the  right  of  instruction,  if  not  in  theory  dis- 
rejpirded,  was,  in  practice,  treated  with  contempt,  it 
might  not  be  a  matter  of  any  surprise  that  gentlemen 
ahottld  be  disposed  to  treat  with  as  little  ceremony  the 
right  to  petition. 

Mr.  B.  said  clauses  of  this  kind  were  in  all  the  State 
constitutions,  and  essentially  the  same  in  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States;  the  principle  was  in  conformity 
«l:b  the  notions  of  liberty  acted  up  to  in  England,  and 
with  what  was  the  declared  will  of  the  people  of  Virgi- 
Ilia.  He  thought  the  House  should  receive  all  petitions 
from  citizens  of  the  country,  which  were  respectful  in 
their  terms,  and  not  reflecting  upon  the  body,  or  some 
ofiU  members.  This  was  his  unqualified  opinion.  It 
was  not  because  the  prayer  of  a  petition  might  be  deem- 
ed unconstitutional,  that  the  petition  should  be  rejected,^ 
or  the  {petitioners  treated  with  contempt.  Many  held  it 
unconstitutional  for  Congress  to  make  appropriations  for 
objects  of  internal  improvement,  yet  others  believed  the 
General  Government  possessed  the  power.  But  who 
ever  heard  of  rejecting  a  petition  which  pointed  to  some 
local  improvement^  Who  ever  heard  of  rejecting  such 
petition,  from  any  quarter  of  that  House,  and  driving 
them  out  of  doors,  because  the  petitioners  asked  for  an 
appropriation  fur  an  object  some  gentlemen  believed  to 
be  unconstitutional?  A  large  proportion  of  the  members 
of  that  House  believed  a  Bank  of  the  United  States  to 
be  unconstiiutional;  but  had  they  not  received,  year 
after  year,  petition  after  petition  for  a  Bank  of  the 
United  States;  and  had  these  gentlemen,  who  believed 
Ihe  object  unconstitutional  ever  dreamed  of  rejecting 
those  petitions  >  Another  mischievous  question  had  been 


brought  there,  and  he  had  done  in  that  case,  as  he  bad 
in  this,  wliat  he  conceived  to  be  right.  He  repeated, 
that  the  House  waa,  in  his  opinion,  bound  to  receive 
every  petition  from  citizens  of  the  United  Sutea.  when 
they  were  couched  in  respectful  and  proper  terms. 

With  regard  to  the  memorial  then  under  consideration, 
Mr.  B.  said  if  they  conceived  that  Michigan  was  an  in 
choate  State,  and  that  the  citizens  of  that  Territory  had 
chosen  to  denominate  themselves  the  Le^slature  of 
Michigan,  surely  there  was  nothing  ofTenaive  an  that 
He  did  trust  that,  unless  the  new  doctrine  to  which  be 
had  referred  should  prevail,  the  House  would  receive 
this  paper,  order  its  reference  and  printing,  so  that,  if 
any  thing  contained  in  it  could  throw  any  light  upon  the 
subject,  the  committee  and  the  House  might  have  the 
benefit  of  it.  Whether  it  contained  any  or  not,  he  did 
not  know;  he  had  read  but  a  small  part  of  it;  but  aa  it 
was  a  paper  emanating  from  citizens  of  Michigan,  he 
could  see  no  reason  for  refusing  to  refer  it. 

Mr.  BOND  said  he  felt  constrained  to  address  the 
House  for  a  few  moments,  and  give  the  reasons  wbidi 
would  induce  him  to  vote  for  the  rejection  of  the  p«-tt- 
tion.  I  dif!er,  sir,  and  I  regret  it,  from  my  worthy  col- 
league, [Mr.  I'aoKsov,]  in  the  request  which  he  made 
for  the  withdrawal  of  the  motion  now  under  considera- 
tion; thus  leaving  the  petition,  as  a  supposed  harmless 
afiair,  to  be  referred  sub  aikntiof  and  if  my  coUeague 
had  read  the  petition,  I  doubt  if  he  would  have  made 
the  request. 

But,  in  the  few  remarks  which  I  now  have  the  honor  to 
submit,  I  utterly  disclaim  all  idea  of  disrespect  towards 
the  petitioners,  or  the  people  of  Michigan.  I  cherish 
no  unkind  feelinga  towards  them,  collectively  or  iodt- 
vidualiy;  so  also,  sir,  I  must  premise,  that  no  gentleman 
on  this  floor  entertains  a  higtier  sense  of  regard  for  the 
right  of  petition  than  I  do— it  is  a  constitutional  and 
solemn  right,  and  no  one  will  go  fiirther  to  maintain  it 
than  I  will,  as  it  is  guarantied  by  that  sacred  coropacL 
But  we  must  be  guarded,  Mr.  Speaker,  lest,  in  our  zeal 
for  this  great  privilege,  we  trench  on  the  conatituiioa 
itself.  Sir,  this  right  of  petition  is  sacred;  but  to  whom 
does  it  belong?  Has  any  and  every  person.  State  or 
sovereignty,  at  home  or  abroad,  whether  owing  us  alle- 
giance or  not,  this  right?  I  humbly  think  not,  sir.  The 
citizens  of  any  of  our  States  or  Territories  may  petition ; 
and  if  their  petitions  are  decorous  and  respectful 
towards  the  House,  when  offered,  it  is  our  bounden  duty 
to  receive  them.  The  same  may  be  said  of  all  the  in- 
stitutions or  corporations,  created  and  recognised  by  our 
laws.  As  they  are  bound  to  obey,  so  they  are  entitled 
to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  our  constitution  and 
laws;  and,  among  these,  that  of  petition  is  perhaps  the 
most  sacred.  1  would  atrive  to  be  the  last  to  abridge 
this  right. 

^  But,  sir,  who  are  the  petitioners  named  in  this  memo- 
rial,  and  from  whom  doea  it  purport  to  come?  Are 
they  known  to  this  House,  or  to  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  the  country  ?  I  answer,  no.  This  petition  es« 
pressly  purports  to  be  from  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  ofthe  State  of  Michigan.  When,  where, 
and  by  whom  was  this  State,  and  thia  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  created  and  authorized?  If,  indeeil, 
Michigan  be  a  State,  au'l  have  these  appendages  of  sov- 
ereignty, she  is  at  thia  time  unknown  as  such  to  our 
constitution  and  laws,  and  must  be  a  foreign  State.  As 
such,  the  right  of  petitioning  Congress  does  not  belong 
to  her. 

But  if  it  is  claimed,  as  it  seems  to  be,  that  she  is  one 
of  the  United  States,  1  call  fur  the  authority  under 
which  she  became  such.  In  former  instancea  of  States 
being  admitted  into  our  Union,  some  ceremony,  aotne 
legislation,  some  important  primitive  measurea,  were 
found  not  only  expedient,  but  absolutely  necessary  and 
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prerequisite,  on  the  part  of  the  elder  sisters.  I  will 
name  a  law  for  taking^  a  census,  to  test  the  true  number 
of  the  population t  another,  regulatinfc  the  elective  fran- 
chise <  the  bounds  of  the  Territory  to  be  embraced  with- 
in the  new  State)  and,  in  6ne,  all  needful  provisions  to 
the  regular  accomplishment  of  such  a  great  and  impor- 
tant change. 

All  or  many  of  these  measures  have  heretofore  been 
Found  indispensable  for  the  admission  of  new  Slates,  and 
I  can  see  no  reason,  founded  on  expediency  or  law,  for 
creating  a  new  rule  in  the  present  instance.  Have  an^ 
of  these  measures  preceded  the  formation  of  the  constu 
tulion  of  Michigan,  under  which  a  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  now  claim  to  act?  Not  one,  that  I 
am  aware  of.  And  yet,  sir,  it  is  but  a  short  time  since 
they  were  deemed  necessary  by  the  proper  authorities 
of  that  Territory  and  her  own  people,  as  may  be  seen 
on  a  reference  to  some  of  the  former  journals  of  this 
House.  But  because  Congress  would  not,  or,  from 
the  pressure  of  business,  could  not,  comply  with  the 
wish  then  expressed,  it  would  seem  that  Michigan  be- 
comes impatient,  and  assumes  that  she  has  all  these 
rights,  without  the  intervention  of  any  other  power! 
Gentlemen  are  of  course  at  liberty  to  adapt  their  opin- 
ions to  any  emergency,  but  I,  for  one,  am  not  prepared 
to  admit  this  new  position.  In  tsking  this  stand,  I  hope 
I  need  not  say  that  the  pending  conflict  of  boundary,  in 
which  Ohio  is  interested,  has  no  connexion  with  my  feel- 
ings or  opinions  on  the  subject.  I  act  from  higher  and 
more  important  motives— from  considerations  which,  in 
my  judgment,  seriously  involve  the  constitution  and  laws 
of  the  land. 

I  would  not,  if  I  could,  unnecessarily  retard  the  ad- 
mission of  Michigan  into  the  Union  j  but  I  am  unwilling, 
even  with  the  new  lustre  and  strength  which  she  would 
give  to  that  chain,  to  prostrate  any  of  our  great  and 
long-establiahed  landmarks  to  attain  that  end. 

In  opposing  the  present  reference  of  this  petition,  I 
do  not  necessarily  deprive  the  parties  of  the  right  of 
petition,  nor  of  any  of  the  benefits  which  it  asks.     The 
citizens  and  legally  constituted  authorities  of  Michigan 
have  that  right  in  its  most  comprehensive  sense,  and  I 
seek  not  to  restrain  or  limit  it  except  as  the  constitution 
and  our  usages  reaiiire.   Let  them  approach  as  citizens, 
or  in  some  other  known,  legal,  and  admitted  capacity 
or  right,  and  we  are  bound  to  hear  them.    But  we  can- 
not, and,  for  the  sake  of  order  and  a  due  administration 
of  our  Qovernment,  ought  not  to  receive  their  petitions, 
when  sent  in  a  capacity  as  yet  unknown  to  our  laws, 
snd  tending,  by  indirection,  to  accomplish  that  which, 
if  openly  avowed,  would  not  be  admitted.     That  Tern- 
lory  has  a  Delegate  on  tbia  floor,  and  we  know  that  she 
has  other  citizens  and  agents  here  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  urging  all  her  pretensions.   Why  not,  then,  leave 
it  for  these  gentlemen  to  adopt  this  memorial,  and  send 
it  to  us  in  their  own  names,  and  thereby  take  frum  it 
the  objectionable  character?    This  would  secure  to  the 
Territory  the  benefit  of  every  legitimate  puroose  of  such 
A  psper.     Mr.  Speaker,  this  may  seem,  at  first  view,  to 
be  a  small  matter,  but  1  think  that  more  portentous 
consequences  may  follow  it  than  some  gentlemen  seem 
to  be  aware  of.      What  arguments  or  influence  may 
hereafter  be  drawn  from  the  admission  and  reference  of 
this  memorial,  purporting,  as  it  does,  to  come  from  a 
■overeign  State  unknown  to  our  laws,  it  is  not  for  me 
to  conjecture.     But  1  know,  sir,  precedents  are  danger- 
ous as  well  as  wholesome  things.     We  should  be  cir> 
cumspect  when  entering  on  a  case  somewhat,  if  not 
wholly,  new  in  its  character,  tand  which  may  produce  or 
afford  a  precedent  fraught  with  dangerous  consequen- 
ts.   Harmless  and  innocent  as  this  matter  is  thought 
by  some  to  be,  we  well  know  bow  prone  we  all  are  to 
aymI  ovLrsaelves  of  precedents  which  aid  us  in  favorite 


measuresj  and  this  House  may,  and  probably  will,  have 
this  case  placed  on  their  journal  for  future  referencer 
when  there  will  be  more  occasion,  but  greater  dlflicul^^ 
to  escape  from  it.  Why  should  we  run  ftny  risk^ 
Nothing  will  be  lost  to  the  petitioners  if  the  memorial  b« 
rejected  on  the  ground  stated  by  me.  All  its  benefits 
are  placed  within  their  reach,  and  it  ia  not  imposiog  any 
unreasonable  duty  to  require  parties  to  come  by  petition 
in  some  capacity  or  right  known  tq  our  laws,  f  neveir 
deem  it  expedient  to  attain  a  good  end  by  wrong  means. 

The  gentleman  from  Ne^v  York,.  [Mr.  BxABoatXT,] 
by  way  of  illustrating  the  propriety  of  our  receiving  this 
memorial,  informs  us  that  all  the  subjects  of  the  English 
Crown  have  the  right  of  petition,  and  has  also  referred  tQ 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  of.  the  States 
ganerally,  to  prove  the  great  extent  of  this  riffbt  in  this 
country.  Now,  sir,  I  do  not  deny  this  right  m  any  of 
the  instancea  the  gentleman  has  referred  to.  The  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  and  of  all  our  Territories^ 
have  the  undoubted  right  of  petition,  and  we  are  bound 
to  give  them  a  respectful  and  iippartial  consideratioQ. 
The  people  of  England  claim  and  have  the  ri^ht  of  pe- 
titioning their  King.  This  right  of  petitionmg  amoqg 
us,  too,  ia  still  more  sacred i  but  to  whom  is  it  secured! 
Does  it  belong  to  a  foreign  State  or  people?  Noi  but 
to  all  of  our  own  people,  without  distinction,  whether 
citizens  of  States  or  Territories,  and  to  all  the  States 
and  Territories  of  the  Union,  when  preferred  in  some 
name  or  right  recognised  and  bound  by  our  laws. 

The  gentleman  from  Yew  York  has  also,  for  the  same 
purpose,  referred  to  the  several  petitions  presented  to 
Congrsss  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  for  a  renew- 
al  of  its  charter,  and  says  these  petitions  were  received 
and  referred,  although  many  members  of  the  House  en- 
tertained the  opinion  that  this  institution  was  unconsti- 
tutional. I  do  not  think  this  an  apt  illustration.  The 
Bank  of  the  United  Statea  claimed  ita  exiatence  under 
an  act  of  Congress,  duly  passed  and  approved  as  t^« 
constitution  directs,  and  afterwards  solemnly  adjudica- 
ted on  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 
Twice  had  such  as  institution  been  created  by  law,  and 
more  than  twice  had  our  Supreme  Court  deliberately 
and  solemnly  adjudged  such  law  to  be  constitutioosU 
It  is  certainly  for  the  peace  and  interest  of  our  country 
that  these  great  questions  should,  after  such  a  lapse  of 
time  and  passing  such  ordeals,  be  considered  as  settled. 
But,  after  such  repeated  action  by  Congress  and  the 
Supreme  Court,  the  gentleman  surely  wiU  not  contend 
for  the  new  doctrine  that,  because  he  does  not  so  un- 
derstand the  constitution,  the  petitions  of  the  bank 
might  be  treated  as  from  a  source  unknown  to  our 
laws.     Sir,  when  the  gentleman  from  New  York  shall 

C resent  to  us  a  petition  from  tlie  State  of  Michigan,  and 
e  able  to  direct  our  attention  to  an  act  of  Congress  au- 
thorizing such  a  State,  or  even  when  he  shall,  without 
such  an  act,  show  us  a  solemn  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  holding  such  State  to  have  been  formed  m  ac 
cordance  with  the  constitution  and  the  general  laws  of 
the  Union,  I  shall  be  ready  to  receive  such  petition. 
But,  unless  the  most  important  and  needful  of  these 
primitive  measures  arc  complied  with,  I  cannot  consent 
to  recognise  the  right  of  Michigan  to  petition  in  the 
name  of  a  sovereign  State.  Until  Congress  pass  a  law 
authorizing  such  a  SUte,  I  trust  that  the  House  will  take 
care  lest  they  vote  to  establish  so  alarming  a  precedent 
as  the  one  now  proposed. 

Mr.  KENNON  said  it  would  be  found,  by  reference 
to  the  memorial,  that  the  memorialists  did  not  assume  to 
be  a  State,  but  declared  their  object  to  be  to  become  a 
State.  He  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  prayer  of  the 
petition,  and  it  was  read.  The  memorial,  Mr.  K.  con- 
tinued, did  not  represent  Michigsn  as  a  State.  Why, 
then,  should  it  be  rejected?    Upon  bare  techmcaUties 
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it  WM  proposed  to  reject  it.  For  hit  own  part,  so  ftr 
at  Ohio,  and  Indiana,  and  iHinois,  were  concerned,  he 
Ihougtit  too  mueh  sensitiveness  had  been  manifested  on 
this  subject.  He  had  neter  Telt  much  excitement  in 
fe^^rd  to  it.  He  expected  that  Ohio  would  have  her 
fightflt  ftnd,  when  the  question  came  up  for  considera« 
Hon,  he  should  express  his  opinion  in  re|^rd  to  her 
Olaims.  But  he  did  not  see  that  any  thing  could  be 
Ipained  by  the  rejection  of  this  memorial. 

Mr.  LANB  said  it  was  true  that  no  such  State  as 
Ifiehigan  did  exist.  It  was  also  true  that  the  citizens 
tit  Michigan  have  a  right  to  petition  Congress,  and  that 
Congress  ought  to  receive  their  petitions.  It  was,  how- 
tfiver,  his  intention,  if  an  opportunity  offered,  to  submit 
ft  motion  to  obviate  the  difficulty;  which  motion  was, 
that  the  petition  be  received  and  referred  as  from  the 
people  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  PINCKNCY  desired  to  explain  the  reasons  which 
would  govern  his  vote.  He  wished  it  to  be  distinctly 
understood  that  they  had  no  reference  whatever  to  the 
boundary  controversy.  Upon  that  question  he  was  en- 
tirely uncommitted,  and  open  to  conviction.  A  good 
deal  had  been  said  respecting  the  right  of  the  people 
to  petition.  No  one  had  a  more  profound  respect  than 
himself  for  the  citizens  of  Michigan,  or  held  in  greater 
veneration  than  he  did  the  right  of  the  people  to  me- 
morialize the  Government.  No  one,  therefore,  could 
be  more  willing  to  receive  the  memorial,  if  it  could  be 
done  consistently  with  the  constitution.  But  how  could 
•uch  a  memorial  as  that  be  received  by  the  Housed 
"What  did  it  purport  on  its  face  to  be?  Why,  it  was  en- 
titled a  memorial  from  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  State  of  Michigan.  Was  there  any 
such  Legislature  known  to  the  House?  Has  any  such 
State  been  admitted  into  the  Union?  Clearly  and  un- 
questionably not.  How,  then,  could  a  legislative  docu- 
ment be  received  from  a  political  body  utterly  unknown 
to  the  constitution  and  laws,  and  not  only  unknown, 
but  that  actually  has  no  existence — a  political  nonentity? 
It  appeared  to  him  that  the  application  was  preposter- 
ous. Either  Michigan  is  a  Territory,  or  she  is  a  State. 
She  cannot  be  both.  If  she  Is  a  State,  how  it  it  that 
«he  it  represented  on  this  floor  by  a  territorial  Delegate? 
If  she  is  a  Territory,  how  can  she  address  this  House  in 
the  tone  and  attitude  of  an  independent  State?  But, 
though  these  two  characters  were  utterly  incompatible, 
Mr.  P.  said  he  would  not  hesitate  to  receive  the  memo- 
rial, were  it  not  that  it  might  be  attended  with  serious 
consequences.  Michigan  claimed  admission  to  the 
Union,  and  sbe  also  claimed  a  disputed  territory.  If 
this  roemoriftl  should  be  received,  would  it  not  virtually 
prejudge  those  questions?  Would  it  not  be  tantamount 
to  a  recognition  of  her  claim  to  sovereignty?  Would  it 
not  authorize  her  to  throw  off  her  Territorial  Govern- 
ment, to  set  at  naught  the  laws  of  tlie  Union  and  the 
authority  of  Congress,  and  to  ^o  on  acting  in  her  al- 
lepd  capacity  as  a  sovereign  State?  Whatever  others 
mi^t  think,  he  could  not  vote  to  receive  the  memorial, 
seemg  the  tendency  it  had,  not  only  to  justify  Micliigan 
in  forming  a  constitution  without  the  assent  of  Congress, 
but  to  authorize  her  to  act  as  a  State,  and  to  abrogate 
all  federal  supremaoy  within  her  limits.  Mr.  P.  re- 
peated that  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  boundary  dis- 
pute in  making  these  remarks.  His  vote  was  governed 
entirely  by  the  fact  that  Michigan  is  a  Territory,  and 
not  a  StalC(  and  that  the  House  could  not  properly  re- 
ceive a  communication  from  her,  in  the  capacity  of  a 
Stote,  until  she  shall  be  regularly  admitted  into  the  con- 
federacy by  an  act  of  Congress. 

Mr.  THOMSON,  of  Ohio,  said  that,  from  the  remarks 
which  had  been  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana, 
[Mr.  Hawboav,]  as  well  as  the  remarks  of  his  col- 
league,  [Mr.  Bohd,]  who  had  just  resumed  his  seat,  he 


thought  it  necessary  for  him  to  make  a  short  ezplim* 
tion  to  the  House,  as  well  as  to  his  constituents,  Itit  be 
might  be  roisunderttood  by  either  as  to  the  moliires 
which  governed  him  in  making  the  request  of  the  y^ 
tleman  from  Indiana  he  had  made.  In  order,  therfforf, 
that  he  should  not  be  considered  as  yielding  any  of  ihe 
rights  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  or  Illinois,  to  all  the  terril07 
which  they  ohiim,  he  would  prefiitce  the  few  rcmtrblK 
intended  to  make  on  the  motion  to  reject  the  petitioR, 
by  stating,  both  to  the  House  and  to  the  people  of  tiMie 
States,  that,  as  to  their  right  to  all  the  territory  whicli 
they  claim,  he  had  not  the  shadow  of  a  doubt,  sndthoK 
rights  he  trould  never  yield,  but  would  ever  msinttin 
while  there  was  the  slightest  hope  of  obtatnin;  ihea, 
but  hoped  that,  when  they  contended  for  tbeir  tights 
they  woukl  be  regulated  in  tbeir  struggle  by  the  con- 
stitution and  laws. 

Mr.  T.  said  that  when  the  motion  was  first  imde  bf 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  to  reject  the  petition,  be 
thought  at  the  moment  it  was  right  and  proper,  ind 
that  he  should  vote  for  it,  because  it  purported  to  be 
from  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representativei  of  the 
State  of  Michigan:  but  when  he  thought  more  mitorelr 
on  the  subject,  and  considered  of  the  right  of  pctitin 
secured  by  the  constitution  to  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try, and  that  a  vote  to  reject  the  petition  now  preiented 
to  this  House  might  be  an  infringement  of  thttsscred 
instrument,  he  had  some  misgiving^  and  some  doubtiii 
to  the  propriety  of  giving  such  a  vote,  and  finsHy  ciw 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  absolutely  be  lunacy  to 
give  it{  and  this  was  the  main  reason  why  he  bad  requeii* 
ed  the  gentleman  from  Ind'wna  to  withdraw  his  motiw 
to  reject,  that  he  (Mr.  T.)  and  the  House  might  be  re 
lieved  from  the  necessity  of  voting  to  reject  a  petrtiM; 
for  he  never  had,  and,  so  long  as  he  might  be  honored 
with  a  seat  on  that  floor,  he  never  would,  vote  to  reject  i 
petition,  no  matter  from  whence  it  came,  or  from  wboa 
it  came— whether  it  was  from  the  humblest  indrndwi 
that  treads  your  soil,  Mr.  Speaker,  or  from  the  h'gtiea» 
authority  in  tlie  land«  but,  having  received  the  petrtww. 
and  attended  to  its  prsyer,  I  would  afterward*  considtf 
of  the  expediency,  propriety,  and  constitutionality! » 
granting  that  prayer. 

Mr.  T.  said  he  had  heard  much  said  in  this  Hoaa 
about  its  dignity,  and  our  dignity  as  its  «>«"»**'?•  *]" 
that  petitions  ought  to  be  in  respectful  language;  but  w 
would  ask,  if  we  have  any  dignity,  where  did  wc  »cquj« 
it?  from  whom  did  we  derive  it?    Was  it  not  from  iw 
people  who  sent  us  here  as  their  servants?    And  »■ 
we  now  turn  round  to  them  and  say,  we  sfc  "o  lo^ 
your  servants— we  have  become  your  lords,  si»d  y«i " 
come  to  us  with  your  hats  under  your  arms  *P*"'J,^ 
approach  our  dignity .     Sir,  this  is  not  my  doctrine,  «■>• 
is  not  my  creed.  ^^ 

We  have  been  taunted  by  the  gentleman  from  »•»* 
chusetts,  [M-.  Adams,]  and  others  who  •dvocalcd  i"j 
claims  of  the  Territory,  with  our  great  """"Jf^ji!!! 
power  on  this  floor,  compared  with  poor  little  »'<^"5r| 
then  why,  in  this  preliminary  step  of  the  preseni*'"^ 
of  a  petition,  attack  her?  ,.   ,y| 

No,  sir,  let  her  be  heard;  yes,  let  her  have  s  fc»r,  J^^ 
hearing,  not  only  through  a  petition  from  her  ci 
by  a  petition  from  her  Legislative  Council,  ^^VuffOt 
a  petition  fh>m  what  sl>e  regards  as  a  Scostc  •'*°  ,ji, 
of  Representatives,  that  she  and  her  •^^^***''L,oliii>J 
floor  or  eNewhere,  may  have  no  reason  to  c«"Pj|, 
for  I  have  no  fear  as  to  the  result  of  a  thorwign »»  j 
gation  of  this  matter,  so  far  as  Ohio  is  ^^^^\T^,^ 
am  perfectly  satisfied  the  more  the  subject  o'jYndei- 
between  Ohio  and  Michigan  shall  be  "crutimsea  *  ^ 
amined,  the  more  apparent  will  be  the  right  o!  w 
to  the  territory  she  claims.  ,-  \^^ 

Mr.  KINMARD  said  tliat  he  woiUd  be  hsppy 
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it  in  his  power  to  pursue  that  course,  with  regard  to  the 
ottestion  before  the  House,  which  might  be  ^nerous  to 
the  people  of  Michigan,  and  at  the  same  time  just  to  the 
State  which  he  in  part  represented.  From  all  the  de« 
liberation  which  he  had  given  to  the  subject,  he  felt 
It  his  duty  to  sustain  the  motion  of  his  colleague,  and  re- 
gretted that  it  was  a  case  in  which  his  feelings  of  respect 
for  the  people  of  Michigan,  and  his  sense  of  justice  to 
his  own  State,  were  in  collision. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Bsaesslst]  has 
been  careful  to  impress  the  House  with  the  opinion  that 
all  the  merits  of  the  claims  of  Michigan,  and  of  the  con- 
troversy ^which  she  seeks  with  her  neighbors,  are  al- 
ready known  to  the  House.     What,  then,  is  intended 
by  the  introduction  of  this  paper  f    It  cannot  be  for  the 
purpose  of  shedding  new  light  on  the  subject  in  general, 
for  the  gentleman  says  we  know  all  about  it.   Believing, 
as  he  did,  that  Michigan  intends,  by  the  introduction  of 
this  paper,  to  gain  a  point  in  her  case,  and,  after  its  re- 
ception, and  the  consequent  reference  to  the  committee, 
that  she  will  contend  tnst  a  virtual  recognition  is  given, 
not  only  that  she  is  constitutionally  and  legally  a  State  of 
the  Union,  but  that  she  is  a  State  with  the  limits  and 
boundaries  to  which  she  is  clearly  not  entitled — bounda- 
ries which  Congress  cannot  sanction.    We  are  thus  requi- 
red to  acknowledge  that  Michigan  is  a  free,  sovereign, 
and  independent  State.     The  completest  evidence  on 
record  of  such  an  admission  on  our  part  would  be  to  re- 
ceive her  legislative  enactments  as  such  State,  and  to 
accredit  them  according  to  her  wishes.    If  this  were  not 
the  point  intended,  if  it  were  not  thus  designed  to  pre- 
judge favorably  the  question  as  to  the  admission  of  the 
State  into  the  Union,  with  her  present  extraordinary  de- 
mands, the  most  unexceptionable  means  of  making  her- 
self heard  would  have  been  adopted.    In  all  probability, 
the  Territory,  not  the  State,  as  in  other  instances,  would 
hive  petitioned  through  the  proper  medium,  her  Dele- 
gste  on  this  floor.     If  this  paper  had  been  thus  present- 
ed, he  would  consider  the  object  of  its  introduction  far 
less  questionable,  snd  the  effect  leas  injurious.* 

Mr.  K.  professed  himself-  as  much  attached  to  the  in- 
terests of  Michigan,  and  to  her  legitimate  demands, 
when  properly  presented,  as  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  but  was  surprised  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
had  not  manifested  quite  as  much  regard  for  the  interests 
of  Indiana  as  for  those  of  the  Territory. 

Mr.  K.  considered  the  introduction  of  the  paper  at 
this  time,  and  in  its  present  shape,  as  peculiarly  unfor- 
tunate and  inexpedient. ,  He  hoped  the  House  would  re- 
flect upon  the  deep  anxiety  and  excitement  which  would 
be  produced  in  a  portion  of  the  West,  if  the  doctrine  is 
to  be  openly  and  deliberately  avowed  in  this  House  that 
Michigan  is  a  State — a  State  entitled  to  embrace  within 
her  limits  a  large  portion  of  Indiana.  For  one,  he  was 
prepsred  to  say  that  the  State  of  Indiana  would,  under 
sll  circumstances,  adhere  to  her  own  constitution— -to 
the  soil  within  her  just  and  constitutional  limits.  This 
duty  and  right  on  her  part,  and  the  want  of  constitu- 
tional power  on  the  part  of  Congress,  or  any  State,  to  co- 
erce her  from  her  position,  were  so  clearly  self-evident, 
that  he  would  not  enter  into  the  discussion  of  Ihoee  points. 
Mr.  K.  said  he  felt  as  ardent  an  attachment  to  the 
right  of  petition  as  any  other  member.  He  would  not 
surrender,  in  behalf  of  his  own  constituents,  its  fair  and 
constitutional  exercise;  and  he  would  not  vote  to  den^ 
I  the  same  sacred  privilege  to  any  portion  of  the  Ameri- 
can people.  But,  in  behalf  of  his  constituents,  he  claim- 
ed the  authority  to  distinguish  between  the  petitions  of 
the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  the  illegal, 
unconstitutional  demands  of  the  selfUtyled  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  Michigan,  particularly,  as  in 
the  present  case,  when  those  demands  are  not  only  in 
contempt  C3f  the  aathority  of  (he  Union,  in  derogation 


of  the  independence  and  vested  rights  of  the  State  of 
Indiana,  but  altogether  mischievous  and  inexpedient. 

Mr.  K.  said  the  rule  of  comity  or  courtesy^  which  was 
principally  relied  on  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  BxAaDSLSTfJ  did  ftot  seem  to  apply  to  the  question^ 
If  that  argument  J  uatifies  the  introduction  of  this  paper* 
and  consequently  its  reference  to  the  committee,  and  the 
actioh  of  the  House  upon  it,  there  waa  no  extent  to 
which  the  House  might  not  go.  If,  through  comity,  ac- 
cording to  the  argument  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  we 
must  admit  these  illegal  and  unconstitutional  demands 
from  a  self-existent,  legislative  power,  unknown  to  the 
House,  claiming  what  Congress  has  never  conceded,  in 
the  next  place  we  aliall  be  called  upon  to  admit  the 
member  who  is  waiting  at  your  doori  that  accomplishedt 
the  admission  of  the  State  would  follow.  He  denied 
the  constitutional  power  of  Congress  to  admit  a  State 
into  the  Union,  proposing  to  dismember  a  State  already 
formed  (  and  he  thought  it  very  extraordinary  that  the 
House  was  disposed  to  enteKain  such  a  question. 

Mr.  K.  desired  the  House  to  observe  that  the  paper 
to  which  the  question  refers  alleges  a  fact  which  has  no 
existence.  It  purports  to  come  f>om  a  State  embracing , 
certain  limits.  Those  limits  embrace  a  portion  of  the 
people  of  Indiana;  and  the  inference  is  intended  to  fol- 
low, that  those  people  were  represented  in  the  General 
Assembly  of  Michigan,  and  had  an  agency  in  sending 
this  obnoxious  paper,  which  he  took  occasion  to  deny. 

Mr.  SPANGLISR  regretted  that  his  indisposition  pre- 
vented him  from  doing  that  full  justice  to  the  subject  he 
should  otherwise  have  feh  it  his  duty  to  have  done.  He 
had  listened  attentively  to  the  remarks  of  the  honorable 
member  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Bkardslet,]  and  would 
neither  yield  to  him,  nor  to  any  other  gentleman,  in  his 
support  of  the  abstract  doctrine  of  the  sacred  right  of 
petition.  He  had  no  idea  that  the  people  were  to  come 
to  this  House  with  their  hats  under  their  arms;  for.  in 
this  country,  sovereignty  resides  entirely  in  the  people, 
and  public  agents  are  but  the  servants  of  the  people.  Mr. 
S.  said  there  were  three  classes  of  petitioners,  all  of 
whom  are  unquestionably  entitled  to  memorialize  this 
House;  and  he  would  have  no  objection  to  receive  this 
paper,  if  it  came  within  the  description  of  either  class. 
The  first  class  consisted  oF  private  American  citizens, 
praying  for  individual  refief,  whose  applications  we  are 
in  the  daily  habit  of  receiving.  The  second  consisted 
of  private  or  public  corporations,  such  as  banks,  insu- 
rance and  railroad  companies,  and  incorporated  towns 
or  cities.  The  third  consisted  of  the  States  of  this 
Union,  in  their  separate  and  independent  capacity  of 
States.  This  memorial  did  not  come  before  us  either 
from  individuals  or  corporations,  nor  even  from  Michi- 
gan as  a  Territory  of  the  Government;  but  it  came  from 
her  in  the  assumed  and  unauthorized  character  of  a 
State.  He  could  not  recognise  her,  and  he  did  not 
know  her,  in  that  capacity.  He  had  oAen  read  the 
names  of  all  the  States,  but  bad  never  seen  hers  inclu- 
ded in  the  catalogue.  When  or  where  did  she  become 
a  State?  Allusion  had  been  made  to  the  case  of  I'en- 
nessee.  He  saw  no  analogy  between  the  cases.  Ten- 
nessee never  acted  as  a  State,  or  spprosched  this  House 
in  that  character,  until  she  had  been  formally  admitted 
into  the  Union.  But  Michigan,  without  any  federal  au- 
thority, has  formed  a  State  constitution,  and  organized 
a  State  Government,  and  now  addresses  us  in  a  sove- 
reign capacity.  He  could  not  recognise  her  right  to  do 
so.  Mr.  S.  made  some  further  remarks,  to  show  that 
there  was  no  analogy  between  the  case  of  Tennessee 
and  that  of  Michigan.  He  did  not  regard  the  vote  upon 
this  (question  as  of  any  importance,  in  relation  to  the 
question  of  disputed  territory,  it  had  nothmg  to  do 
with  that  question;  and  he  had  no  apprehension  that  any 
gentleman  could  feel  himself  committed  on  that  question 
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by  any  vote  he  might  give  upon  this.  That  matter  stood 
upon  its  own  merits,  and  would  be  decided  accordingly. 
Mr.  HOLSEY  had,  he  said,  bestowed  some  reflection 
on  this  subject,  and,  enterfainin^  a  desire  to  preserve 
the  good  faith  oF  the  Government  in  its  constitutional 
compacts,  he  had  risen  to  oppose  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana.  The  rights  of  Michigan  were 
based  upon  the  ordinance  of  1787,  which  would  be 
found  to  contain  the  offensive  word  **  State,"  which  was 
made  the  ground  of  the  motion  to  reject.  That  ordi- 
nance declares  that  there  "shall  be  formed  in  the  said 
Territory  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  five  Statesf" 
and  the  boundaries  of  these  States  are  then  described. 
It  gives  Congress  the  authority  to  form  one  or  two  States 
in  that  part  of  said  Territory  lying  north  of  an  east  and 
west  line  drawn  through  the  southerly  bend  of  Lake 
Michigan;  and  it  provides  that,  **  whenever  any  of  the 
said  States  shall  have  sixty  thousand  free  inhabitants 
therein,  such  States  shall  be  admitted"  into  the  Union. 
This  was  tlie  language  of  the  ordinance,  which,  if  any 
faith  was  to  be  kept  by  the  Government,  was  decisive  in 
favor  of  the  rights  of  Michigan.  There  was  another 
aspect  in  which  this  subject  might  be  viewed.  By  the 
terms  of  the  compact,  the  States  were  to  be  admitted 
when  they  contained  sixty  thousand  free  inhabitants. 
Was  It  a  fact  that  Michigan  had  the  required  number  of 
inhabitants^  If  she  had,  she  was  entitled  to  be  admitted 
into  the  Union.  The  petitioners,  he  thought,  could 
come  into  this  House  with  strong  claims  of  right,  based 
on  a  solemn  compact,  which,  as  had  been  said  in  this 
House,  was  unalterable  by  any  law,  human  or  divine. 
The  petitioners  were  at  least  entitled  to  be  heard  with 
respect,  and  he  hoped  the  whole  matter  would  be  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  McCARTY,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  an  oppor- 
tunity  to  members  to  present  memorials,  petitionn,  kc, 
moved  a  postponement  of  the  question  until  to-morrow 
week. 

The  motion  was  lost:  Ayes  67,  noes  72. 

Mr.  BEARDS  LB  Y  begged  leave  to  say  a  word  or  two 
in  explanation.  In  reply  to  the  question  put  from  one 
of  the  gentlemen  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  KiiWAnD,]  how  it 
happened  that  this  petition  had  not  been  presented  by 
the  Delegate  from  Michigan,  instead  of  being  presented 
by  himself,  the  reason  was,  as  Mr.  B.  had  been  told 
since  the  question  was  put,  that  the  Delegate  was  not  in 
the  city  at  the  time,  and  hence  it  was  handed  to  Mr.  B. 
for  presentation.  This  was  the  only  reason,  as  far  as  he 
knew,  for  the  paper  being  lianded  to  him. 

Mr.  B.  wished  to  make  a  remark  upon  an  objection 
urged  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
PiircKirtT.]  That  gentleman  said  that  Michigan,  which 
was  only  a  Territory,  had,  in  this  paper,  assumed  to  be 
a  State.  Hence  he  drew  the  inference  that  it  would  be 
unconstitutional  to  receive  this  petition,  or  give  it  any 
sort  of  countenance,  and  hence  he  would  vote  it  out  of 
doors.  Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  we  have  before  heard  of 
instances  of  attempts  to  nullify,  in  order  to  get  out  of 
the  Union  (  but  this  seems  to  be  an  effort  to  nullify,  in 
order  to  get  into  the  Union!  Michigan,  as  I  under- 
stand the  gentleman,  is  now  attempting  to  violate  the 
laws  of  the  United  States— in  other  words,  to  nullify 
them— in  order  to  become  a  member  of  the  Union.  Mr. 
B.  said  that  he  did  not  so  understand  the  memorial;  for 
it  urged  that  Congress  should  acquiesce,  and  receive 
Michigan  as  a  sister  State.  But  the  argument  of  the 
gentleman  himself  wss,  that  this  movement  by  Michigan 
was  in  derogation  of  the  laws  of  the  Union.  This,  upon 
the  argument  of  the  gentleman,  was  the  first  instance  of 
an  effort  by  a  Territory  to  break  into  the  Union,  al- 
though they  alt  knew  that  efforts  had  been  heretofore 
made  to  break  out  of  it! 

Mr.  B.  made  some  further  remarks,  to  show  that  the 


case  of  Tennessee  was  analogous  to  the  preient  ok. 
except  in  reference  to  the  boundary  question;  tndnid 
the  mere  receiving  and  referring  the  menwrial  under 
consideration  in  no  way  committed  the  House,  or  uif 
member  who  so  voted. 

Mr.  HARDIN  did  not  want  to  see  any  State  cotoe 
into  this  Union  by  a  violation  of  the  territorial  hv. 
Now,  if  Congress  recognised  Michigan  as  a  State,  vbH 
then.^  Why,  the  power  of  Congress  over  thii  nbjnt 
ceased  I  it  became  a  dead  letter,  and  the  national  Lept* 
lature  would  be  prevented  from  settling  the  queitioii  of 
boundary  existing  between  Michigan  and  Ohio.  If  tiK 
people  of  Michigan  memorialized  that  House— naVi  if 
the  Territorial  Government  of  Michigan  were  to  do  nh 
then  he  would  freely  concede  that  their  memorial  khould 
be  received.  But,  on  the  contrary,  if  the  Home  of 
Representatives  were  memorialized  by  Michigan,  caiKod 
itself  a  State  Government,  he  would  say  to  the  meno- 
rialists,  *'  I  know  you  not;  I  cannot  recognise  your  title, 
nor  can  I  recognise  your  claim."  Mr.  H.,  alter  wae 
remarks  in  relation  to  the  boundary  question,  expressed 
his  hope  that  the  question  would  be  postponed  until  tbc 
committee  who  have  in  charge  all  the  documents  relatin 
to  the  claim  of  Michigan  to  be  admitted  into  the  I'niu 
report  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  STORBR,  of  Ohio,  said  that  when  the  petitioo 
before  the  House  was  presented,  he  distinctly  under- 
stood that  it  came  from  the  Legislative  Council  of  t^ 
Territory  of  Michigan;  and,  if  that  was  the  casei  he  bid 
no  objection  to  its  reference.  But,  sir,  some  misgifiop 
as  to  the  fact  induced  my  colleague  to  aak  that  the 
memorial  should  be  read,  when  it  was  discovered,  ftr 
the  first  time,  that  the  State  of  Michigan,  as  a  member 
of  the  confederacy,  and  in  her  sovereign  capacity,  ip- 
pealed  to  this  House,  not  to  ask  admission  into  ^ 
Union,  but  to  argue  the  question  of  the  northern  bouw- 
ary  of  Ohio. 

Sir,  I  should  have  been  satisfied  with  the  atnendneBt 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Lai:]*"° 
with  his  modification,  I  should  vote  that  the  petition  be 
received!  but  as  I  am  admonished  that  the  motion  to  re 
ject  will  not  be  withdrawn,  I  shall  vote  to  sustain  tbe 
original  motion.  I,  sir,  will  not  yield  to  any  gentlfmin 
on  this  floor  in  my  respect  for  the  right  of  pet'tioj 
when  the  claim  ia  made  in  a  constitutional  manner,  isd 
no  point  of  State  sovereignty  is  involved;  but  I  hw' 
always  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  resist  every  attempN  "J 
matter  in  what  manner  or  under  what  circurostar>cfir« 
may  be  made,  to  assert  a  right  which  does  not  esw. 
and  is  not  sanctioned  by  the  letter  or  the  spirit  of  (» 
constitution.  The  distinction  between  the  right  a&amed 
by  the  State  of  Michigan,  and  tliat  secured  tothecii^ 
zen,  has  already  been  so  ably  and  clearly  stated  by  w 
gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me,  that  1  shall  a« 
further  discuss  it.  I  shall  confine  my  remarks  to  *w» 
has  fallen  from  the  gentleman  fntm  New  York,  v^- 
BsiRDSLST,]  and  the  gentleman  from  Georgisi  [''' 

HOLSET.] 

I  was  surprised,  sir,  to  hear  the  cliairroan  o^  "''j'jr 
mittee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  had  been  referred  uk 
whole  subject  involved  in  this  memorial,  '*Pf*^  JL 
opinion  so  decidedly  as  to  the  propriety  of  admiiQiv 
Michigan  into  the  Union,  without  the  previous  acdoQ « 
Congress.  ,^^ 

[Here  Mr.  Biarsslit  rose  to  explain,  snd  sUtea"J 
remarks  were  intended  to  apply  to  the  abstract  ngn 
Michigan  to  claim  admission  as  a  State,  disoonnecica 
from  the  boundary  question.]  ,u 

Sir,  I  did  not  misunderstand  the  honorable  genw 
man.     His  opinion  is  clear  that  tlie  State  of  MicfiiP 
ought  to  compose  a  part  of  this  Union;  and  he  wjj* 
red  to  the  proceedings  in  Congress  in  1796,  on  tM»r 
plication  of  Tennessee  to  be  admitted  as  a  State. 
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Michigan, 


[H.  or  R. 


With  fgtetX  deference  to  the  superior  experience  snd 
esearch  of  that  gentleman,  I  must,  sir,  insist  that  the 
isse  of  TennesMe  is  not  analogous.  I  have  attentively 
examined  the  journals  of  the  Senate,  and  find  that  the 
Jaim  of  Tennessee  was  resisted  with  great  pertinacity. 
>ne  of  the  ablest  reports,  from  one  of  the  most  able 
lommittees  of  that  body,  furnishes,  to  my  apprehension, 
in  irresistible  argument  against  the  assumption  of  Michi- 
gan. This  report  was  discussed  at  great  length,  and 
he  principle  it  involved,  though  modified,  was  not 
lenied  on  the  final  vote.  And,  sir,  even  that  modifica- 
ion  was  passed  by  a  majority  of  one  only,  in  conse- 
|uence  of  the  absence  of  Mr.  King,  who  had  been  ap- 
>ointed  minister  to  England.  Now,  sir,  I  ask  the 
lonorable  chairman,  if  such  a  doubtful  precedent,  on  so 
nomentous  a  subject  as  is  involved  is  this  day*s  discus- 
ion,  should  be  regarded  as  worthy  of  solemn  considers* 
lion.  I  appeal  to  him  as  a  legal  man,  if  the  decision  of 
he  court  of  errors  of  his  own  State,  which  has  truly 
»een  said  to  be  sometimes  a  literal  court  of  error,  where 
he  point  has  been  determined  by  a  bare  majority,  are 
\yeT  relied  on  as  safe  and  satisfactory.  I  think,  sir,  I 
;an  anticipate  his  answer.  But,  unfortunately  for  the 
t'alue  of  the  precedent,  let  me  tell  the  gentleman,  it  has 
lever  been  adhered  to  in  any  subsequent  legislation, 
ivhere  Territories  have  applied  for  admission. 

Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Mississippi,  and  Alabama, 
whose  rights  depended  upon  the  same  principle  as  that 
which  is  contained  in  the  ordinance  of  1787,  disregarded 
ihe  example  of  Tennessee,  and  applied  to.Congress  for 
Us  previous  action,  in  the  passage  of  a  law  to  authorize 
i  convention,  preparatory  to  their  final  admission.  It 
may  he  said  that,  so  far  as  Ohio,  Illinois,  and  Mississippi, 
were  concerned,  they  were  admitted  before  the  Terri- 
tories out  of  which  they  were  taken  numbered  a  popu- 
lation of  sixty  thousand  (  and  so  far  there  is  some  plausi- 
bility in  the  idea  that  the  precedent  is  analogoust  but, 
lir,  in  the  case  of  Indiana  the  same  question  was  directly 
involved  as  thnt  which  must  be  discussed  whenever  a 
bill  is  reported  for  the  admission  of  Michigan.  I  have 
examined  the  files  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  this 
House,  and  have  found  the  original  memorial  of  the 
LcgisUtive  Council  of  Indiana;  and  1  find,  sir,  that  more 
than  sixty  thousand  people  were  residents  of  that  Terri- 
tory when  Congress  was  invoked  to  admit  her  as  a 
State.  I  find,  also,  that  no  pretence  is  set  up  of  an  ab- 
stract right  for  admission  into  the  Union,  on  the  ground 
that  her  population  was  sufficient  to  authorize  it.  In 
that  memorial  1  also  find,  sir,  that  the  petitioners  applied 
fur  the  action  of  Congress,  conceiving,  as  they,  very 
properly  expressed  themselves,  that  no  mode  was  desig- 
nated in  the  ordinance  of  1787,  by  which  their  prepara- 
tory course  should  be  governed.  This  petition  was 
referred  at  once;  a  bill  was  reported,  authorizing  a 
convention;  the  convention  met,  formed  a  constitution, 
ftnd  at  the  next  session  of  Congress  the  State  was  ad- 
mitted. And  such,  sir,  was  the  course  of  Alabama.  So 
much,  then,  for  the  precedent  of  Tennessee;  which,  if 
it  was  available,  had  been  many  years  in  force  when  the 
States  I  have  just  referred  to  were  admitted;  and  yet  we 
nnd  it  was  not  then  relied  upon  or  referred  to.  Sir, 
Indiana  was  then,  as  she  always  has  been,  the  modest 
yet  firm  and  decided  advocate  of  her  own  rights  and  the 
respect  that  is  due  to  the  confederacy. 

Sir,  the  right  of  Michigan  to  become  a  State  has  been 
discussed  at  large  on  the  question  to  reject;  and  I  have 
been  compelled  to  follow  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  though  I  had  determined  not  to  trouble  the  House 
until  he  had  entered  into  the  debate,  and  opened  the 
whole  field. 

Before  I  sit  down,  sir,  I  will  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia.     He,  sir,  has  referred  to  the  ordinance  of 

^787,  ancL  emphatically  insists  that  the  right  of  Michigan 


to  be  admitted  into  the  Union  is  a  matter  of  solemn  com* 
pact.  He  points  to  the  provisions  of  the  section  requi* 
ring  Congress  to  organize  not  less  than  three  nor  more 
than  five  States  in  the  Northwestern  Territory. 

Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  except  to  his  construction  of  that 
instrument.  If  he  will  examine  its  provisions  carefully, 
he  will  find  that  three  States  were  definitely  marked  out 
in  the  ordinance,  the  noKhern  boundary  of  which  was 
the  territorial  line  between  the  United  States  and  Cana- 
da. These  States  are  organized;  and  it  depends  upon 
the  discretion  of  Congress  whether  more  States  shall  be 
organized  within  that  Territory.  The  right  is  reserved« 
in  the  act  erecting  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  to  annex 
all  the  country  north  of  the  boundanr  line  of  Ohio,  Indi- 
ana, and  Illinois,  to  those  States,  if  hereafter  it  should 
be  deemed  expedient;  and  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Gen* 
eral  Government  has  been  exercised  in  reference  to  that 
power. 

The  duty  of  organizing  those  States  was  unqualified; 
it,  sir,  was  perfect;  and  it  has  been  performed.  There 
is  now  no  legal  obligation,  on  the  part  of  Congress,  to 
admit  a  new  State  in  the  Northwest;  though  I  am  satis- 
fied, sir,  it  is  our  duty,  and  the  public  interest  requires, 
that  Michigan  should  be  admitted  whenever  the  proper 
steps  have  been  taken.  It  is  in  vain,  then,  sir,  to  assume 
the  right,  as  granted  by  this  ordinance. 

Sir,  I  feel  that  the  debate  has  taken  a  wide  range,  and 
the  general  question  has  been  prematurely  discussed.'  I 
am  satisfied  that  I  have  been  compelled  to  be  discur* 
sive:  it  is  a  necessary  consequence  of  the  great  latitude 
allowed  in  debate. 

It  may  be,  sir,  that  I  have  discovered  too  much  feeling 
in  the  earnest  manner  in  which  I  have  presented  my 
remarks.  The  only  apology  I  oflfer  is  the  nature  of  the 
controversy  in  which  the  State  I  represent  is  engaged. 
Sir,  we  may  be  opposed  by  the  North  and  the  East,  and 
a  new  State  may  be  viewed  with  a  more  favorable  eye 
than  the  elder  members  of  the  confederacy;  but,  sir,  if 
we  are  lef^  even  in  a  hopeless  minority,  I  trust  we  shall 
not  be  deterred,  while  we  have  the  power  and  the  occa- 
sion, from  expressing  our  sentiments,  and  speaking  out 
in  no  measured  phrase  on  the  great,  the  momentous  in- 
terests that  are  involved  in  the  present  question. 

[Mr.  BiABDSLBT  explained,  and  said  that  the  gen- 
tleman [Mr.  SToaia]  must  have  misunderstood  him. 
He  had  expressly  stated  that,  upon  the  boundary  quea 
tions,  and  every  thing  connected  with  those  questions, 
he  g^ve  no  opinion;  indeed,  he  had  come  to  no  result 
upon  these  questions.  He  hoped  and  expected  that  the 
gentleman  would  in  this  respect  neither  misapprehend 
nor  misrepresent  him,  and  he  confidently  believed  he 
should  not  in  this  respect  be  mistaken. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Uax* 
Biv]  had  thought  proper  to  rebuke  him  for  having 
expressed  the  opinion  he  had  done;  yet  that  honorable 
member  had  gone  much  further,  and  announced  his  own 
opinion  upon  the  boundary  question  in  all  its  aspects  and 
bearings.  This  he  bad  not  done;  he  had  only  said  that, 
independent  of  the  boundary  questions,  the  case  of 
Tennessee  was  a  precedent  for  the  present  application 
of  Michigan.  He,  however,  made  no  complaint  that  his 
colleague  on  the  committee  had  made  up  a  full  opinion 
upon  all  matters;  that  was  a  matter  for  him  alone  to 
decide.] 

Mr.  Stobbr  resumed.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  thst 
the  gentleman  had  expressed  an  opinion  on  the  bound- 
ary question.  But  he  (Mr.  S.)  did  say,  that  upon  the 
isolated  question,  whether  Michigan  ought  to  be  admit- 
ted—not taking  into  consideration  the  boundary  contro- 
versy—there was  no  doubt,  Mr.  S.  next  adverted  to 
the  reception  of  Tennessee  and  Mississippi  into  the 
Union,  and  remarked  that  he  could  not  admit  that  the 
I  course  $aken  by  Tennessee  for  admiision  into  the  Union 
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was  At  all  analogoai  to  the  present  case.  He  eoneluded 
by  repeating  his  determination  to  vote  for  the  rejection 
of  the  memorial. 

Mr.  DAVIS  was  as  much  in  fiivor  of  the  right  of  peti* 
tion  as  any  one  could  be;  but,  under  the  circumstannces 
connected  with  this  memorial,  he  should  rote  against  its 
reception.  It  was  proper  that  he  should  tell  bis  con- 
stituents that  Michigan  was  claiming  a  part  of  the  State 
of  Indiana.  Tlie  memorialists  urged,  in  round  and  une- 
quivocal terms,  that  they  have  a  right  to  take  a  part  of 
it.  He  would  ask  if  there  was  a  gentleman  present  who 
was  willing  to  support  them  in  that  claim?  He  hoped 
not.  If  that  House  admitted  the  facts  stated  in  the  me- 
morial, or  admitted  that  a  new  State  had  a  right  to  take 
a  part  of  the  lands  within  the  boundary  of  an  old  State, 
they  would  be  setting  a  dangerous  precedent. 

Mr.  HAWES  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  LANE  hoped  the  gentleman  would  withdraw  the 
motion  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  HAWES  said  he  would  do  so  most  willingly,  but 
that  at  least  fif\y  speeches  were  in  a  state  of  preparstion 
on  the  subject. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded:  76  to  59. 

The  House  then  determined  that  the  main  question 
should  be  now  put. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  asked  fur  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question)  which  were  ordered,  and  were  as  follows: 

YiAS— Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Allen,  Bond, 
Boon,  Bunch,  Bynuro,  John  Calhoon,  Carr,  Carter,  Ca- 
sey, John  Chambers,  Chaney,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiburne, 
Crane,  Davin,  Evans,  Rice  Garland,  Graves,  Griffin,  Ha- 
lacr,  Hammond,  Hsnnegan,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Harper, 
Howell,  Huntsman,  Cave  Johnson,  Henry  Johnson,  Kil- 
gore,  KInnard,  Lane,  Lay,  Luke  Lea,  Lucas,  Samson 
,  Mason,  Maury,  Msy,  McCsrty,  McLene,  Mercer,  Milli- 
gan,  Moore,  Patterson,  Pettigrew,  Pinckney,  Rencher, 
John  Reynolds,  Shields,  Sloane,  Spangler,  Standefer, 
Storer,  Waddy  Thompson,  Turner,  Vinton,  Washington, 
Webster.White,  Whittlesey,  Sherrod  William*,  Wise— 62. 

NATS*-Messrs.  Adams,  Ash,  Barton,  Besle,  Bean, 
Beardsley,  Beaumont,  Bockee,  Borden,  Bovee,  Boyd, 
Briggs,  Brown,  Buchanan,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Cam- 
breleng,  George  Chambers,  Chapman,  Chspin,  John  F. 
H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Coffee,  Coles,  Connor, 
Craig,  Cramer,  Cushing,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Denny, 
Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Efner,  Everett,  FairiReld,  Farlin, 
French,  Fry,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  William  K.  Fuller,  Gal- 
braith,  James  Garland,  OilWt,  Glascock,  Graham,  Gran- 
ger, Grantland,  Grennell,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hiland 
lUII,  Hard,  Samuel  8.  Harrison,  Albert  G.  Harrison, 
Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Hazeltine,  Henderson,  Hiester, 
Hoar,  Holsey,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hunt,  Huntington, 
Ingham,  William  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jsnes,  Joseph 
Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Judson,  Ken- 
non,  Klingensmith,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawler,  Lawrence, 
Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Leonard,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Loy« 
all,  Lyon,  Abijah  Blann,  Job  Mann,  John  Y.  Mason, 
William  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  McKay,  McKennan,  Mc- 
Keon,  McKim,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Morris, 
Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Parker,  Parks,  Franklin 
Pierce,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  James  A.  Pearce,  Phelps 
Phillips,  Potts,  Reed,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Ripley,  Roane, 
Rogers,  Russell,  Seymour,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd, 
Shinn,  Smith,  Sprague,  Steele,  Sutherland,  Taliaiierro, 
Taylor,  John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turrill,  Under- 
wood, Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward  well.  Weeks,  Lewis 
Williams—lSr. 

So  the  motion  to  reject  the  petition  was  determined  in 
the  negative. 

Mr.  LANE  moved  to  amend  the  motion  to  refer  the 
petition  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  by  adding 
that  *'itbe  considered  as  a  memorial  from  the  citixens 
of  the  Territory  of  Michigan."  He  was  desirous  that  the 


petition  should  go  to  the  committee  in  its  true  garb,  nd 
not  in  one  which  it  hsd  no  right  to  assume. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  moved  to  amend  the  amendmeot, 
by  adding  the  following:  *'  This  House,  in  receivinj^tbe 
memorial  purporting  to  be  from  the  Senate  and  Hook 
of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  regirdthe 
ssme  in  no  other  light  than  as  the  voluntai^  act  of  pri* 
vate  individuals,  t^o  Amtf,  without  mithmtf/t  ammi 
a  corporate  capadty  and  name" 

Mr.  SLADE  proposed  to  strike  out  the  words  of  the 
amendment  printed  in  italics. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  accepted  the  amendment,  is  \^g^ 
fication  of  his  motion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  HAHWieiir,  and  decirled  in  the  affirmative,  aifbllovi: 

YiAs— Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Allen,  Ben, 
Bell,  Bond,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  John  Cathoon,  WillttnB. 
Calhoun,  Carr,  Casey,  George  Chambers,  John  Chta* 
bers,  Chaney,  Childs,  Nathaniel  H.  CTaibome,  CoH 
Corwin,  Crane,  Davis,  Denny,  Everett,  Farlin,  Fore^ffi 
Philo  C.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Rice  Garland,  GiDet,  Gns- 
^T^  Grayson,  Grennell,  Griffin.  Hiland  Hall,  Himer, 
Hammond,  Hannegan,  Hardin,  Harper,  Samuel  S.  Htf* 
rison,  Hazeltine,  Hietter,  Hopkins,  Howell,  IngtnoH, 
Witlism  Jackson,  Janes,  Jarvis,  Joseph  Johnson,  Heniy 
Johnson,  Benjamin  Jones,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Rinmrd. 
Lane,  Lawrence,  Luke  Lea,  Lincoln,  Lucas,  Abijib 
Mann,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  May,  McCarty,  McKen- 
nan, McLene,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Morris,  Fsrker,  Pattw- 
son,  Patton,  James  A.  Pearce,  Pettigrew,  Peyton,  PincK- 
ney.  Reed,  Rencher,  John  Reynolds,  Seymwir,  Wilwa 
B.  Shepsrd,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  SlidJ|. 
Sloane,  Spangler,  Standefer,  Store>,  Taliaferro,  m 
Thomson,  Underwood,  Vinton,  Washington,  Webitff, 
White,  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Willfttw. 
Wise— 98. 

Nats— Blessrs.  Adams,  Ash,  Beale,  Besrdsley,  Beia* 
mont,  Bockee,  Borden,  Boyd,  Briggs  Brown,  Chap'*"' 
Chapin,  John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Con- 
nor, Craig,  Cushing,  Cuahman,  Darlington,  Doubledgt 
Dromgoole,  Fairfield,  French,  Fry,  William  K.  Fuiw* 
James  Garland,  Glascock,  Graham,  Grantland,  Halefi 
Joseph  Hall,  Albert  G.  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkmj 
Haynes,  Henderson,  Holsey,  Howard,  Hubley,  flanj» 
Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ingham,  Jabez  Jackson,  John  n. 
Jones,  Judson,  Klingensmith,  Lansing,  Laporte,  U»«f» 
Joshua  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lyon,  Job  Mann, 
Manning,  Martin,  John  Y.  Mason,  Moses  Msson,  McMf. 
McKeon,  McKim,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan.  MoB- 
lenberg,  Owens,  Parks,  Franklm  Pierce,  Dutee  l 
Pearce,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Potts,  Joseph  Reynolds,  R<»"J' 
Rogers,  Russell,  Smith,  Speight,  Sprague,  Steele,  Tjf* 
lor.  Towns,  Turner,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wig<ner» 
Wardwcll— 89.  ., 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  memo"" 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judic>*ry»  ^^ 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

INCREASE  OF  THE  NAVY. 

Mr.  JARVIS  moved  the  suspension  of  the  ruM 
order  to  enable  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  to  repon 
and  offer  for  consideration  the  following  rcsolotion: 

Reaohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing  w 

naval  force  in  commission. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to.  ^ 

Mr.  CAMBKELENG  said  he  did  not  risctoopp«» 
the  motion.  He  was  glad  that  it  had  been  ^^^\^ 
he  entertained  the  impression  thst  an  increase  or 
heads  of  appropriation  in  the  bill  reported  frofli^ 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  would  answer  the  parp«^ 
Mr.  WISE  rose,  he  said,  to  oppose  this  r«"oi"*'°']A 
was  his  duty  to  state  that  the  Committee  on  N*^''^ 
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fain  had  already  determined  Ihat  they  would  not,  with- 
out a  call  from  the  Navy  Department,  increase  or  rec- 
ommend the  increase  oF  the  naval  appropriations.  The 
CommUtee  on  Naval  Affairs  would  be  called  upon  by 
the  Navy  Department  for  an  increase  of  appropriations, 
should  they  be  required.  He  had  no  idea  that  the  com- 
mittees of  this  House  should  be  over  zealous  and  over 
active  in  recommending  and  urg^ing  the  increase  of  the 
appropriations.  If  there  was  any  necessity  for  an  in- 
crease, it  ought  to  be  made  known  by  the  executive 
Departments,  and  they  should  take  the  responsibility  of 
recommending'  the  measure.  If  the  appropriations 
should  not  be  found  necessary,  it  would  be  said  by  the 
Departments,  we  did  not  recommend  them  to  you.  He 
believed  that  some  of  the  Departments  were  anxious  that 
this  House  should  take  the  responsibility  of  measures  at 
the  preaent  time. 

Mr.  JARVIS  remarked  that  seven  out  of  nine  of  the 
committee  united  in  the  recommendation  of  the  resolu- 
tion proposed.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  seemed 
to  think  that  this  House  ought  not  to  take  any  responsi* 
bility  upon  itself,  but  merely  to  act  as  the  organ  of  the 
will  of  the  Executive.  He  dissented  from  this  doctrine. 
Jf  we  found  the  Executive  going  too  fast,  it  was  our  du- 
ty to  check  him;  and,  if  he  was  going  too  alow,  to  spur 
him  on. 

Mr.  WISE  put  it,  he  sai<1,  to  the  honorable  chairman 
to  say  whether  he  had  called  on  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  to  ask  whether  the  additional  appropriations  con- 
templated in  the  resolution  were  required.  If  the  gen- 
tleman would  not  answer,  he  would  state  that  this  call 
had  been  made  upon  the  Department,  and  bad  not  yet 
been  answered.  He  (Mr.  W.)  would  not  take  action 
on  this  subject  until  it  was  answered.  However  much 
he  might  aeem  to  think  that  the  House  ought  to  be 
merely  the  organ  of  the  Executive,  he  waa,  in  fact, 
utterly  opposed  to  such  a  doctrine.  He  did  not  wish  to 
be  the  organ  of  the  Executive,  nor  the  tool  of  the  Execu- 
tive. When  the  Executive  was  afraid  to  call  for  money, 
he  did  not  wish  him  to  make  tools  of  us  to  make  the 
call  for  htm.  He  wished  to  know  why  this  resolution 
was  introduced  here  in  anticipation  or  any  information 
on  the  subject.  The  gentleman  had  said  that,  when 
the  President  was  too  tardy,  it  was  necessary  to  spur 
him  up.  General  Jack&on  never  needed  a  spur  in  his 
l>fe,  but  some  of  the  Departments  needed  it,  with  the 
rowels  struck  in  very  deeply.  He  wanted  to  know 
what  danger  was  now  in  prospect  for  which  preparation 
should  be  made.  At  the  commencement  of  the  session, 
(he  Secretary  of  the  Navy  proposed  to  fit  out  two  new 
frigates  and  two  sloops  of  war;  a  most  ridiculous  prep- 
aration, indeed,  if  it  was  intended  to  get  into  a  war 
with  France.  If  there  was  danger,  the  call  upon  us  for 
appropriations  should  be  made  by  the  President  him- 
•clf-^not  in  a  whisper,  but  in  a  bold  and  direct  way,  in 
^  message.  He  wanted  the  responsibility  of  the  meas- 
ures of  preparation  to  rest  where  it  belonged. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  said,  if  the  gentleman  would  look 
at  the  resolution,  he  would  see  that  it  was  not  liable  to 
the  objections  which  he  had  urged  against  it.  That 
there  should  be  some  action  in  reference  to  the  increase 
of  the  naval  force,  was  agreed  by  the  committee.  They 
had  proposed  this  resolution,  not  from  the  idea  that 
there  existed  any  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Depart- 
ments to  shrink  from  responsibility.  But  this  House 
was  not  to  be  told  that  it  could  act  only  as  the  creature 
of  the  Executive.  The  House,  as  well  as  the  Depart- 
ments, must  share  in  the  responsibilities  of  public  meas- 
tires,  and  they  should  act  in  union.  Perhaps  the  views 
of  the  Department  would  be  made  known  to  the  House 
to-morrow.  If  we  looked  to  the  preparations  made  by 
t  foreign  nation,  and  which,  it  was  evident,  had  reference 
(0  hostilities  with  us,  we  would  not  hesitate  to  adopt 
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some  means  of  defence,  without  waiting  to  hear  from  tha 
Department  or  the  President.  He  was  not  afraid  to 
take  the  responsibility  of  making  the  proposed  inquiry, 
without  waiting  for  the  opinion  of  the  Executive.  No 
injury  could  result  from  it,  and  he  thought  it  highly 
proper  to  invest  the  committee  with  the  power  of  ma- 
king the  inquiry. 

Mr.  HAMMOND,  of  South  Carolina,  said  this  was  an 
extraordinary  resolution,  and  the  gentleman  from  Geor> 
gia  [Mr.  Glascock]  had  supported  it  with  most  extraor- 
dinary arguments.  He  had  said  that,  on  the  evidences 
around  us,  he  was  for  the  immediate  action  of  this  House. 
I  understand  him  to  be  for  putting  the  country  In  a  state 
of  hostile  preparation  upon  this  subject.  To  what  evi- 
dences does  the  gentleman  allude'  Were  they  the 
paragraphs  of  foreign  newspapers  with  which  the  coun- 
try had  been  lately  inundated?  Did  the  gentleman  call 
upon  this  House  to  legislate  upon  this  kind  of  informa- 
tion? If,  sir,  we  are  to  have  a  war,  let  the  proposition 
come  to  us  from  the  proper  quarter,  and  let  us  not  be 
smuggled  into  one  by  resolutions  such  as  this,  predicated 
on  the  idle  rumors  of  the  newspapers.  Had  a  resolution 
been  offered  calling  for  information  from  the  Executive, 
he  would  have  voted  for  it  cheerfully;  but  without  that 
information  he  could  not  consent  to  act. 

The  question  of  war  was  a  great  question .  It  involved 
vast  interests.  It  should  not  be  entertained  in  any  shape 
without  all  the  information.'which  the  Executive  could 
give,  and  then  fully  discussed  and  deliberately  decided. 
For  his  part,  he  could  see  nothing  that  had  happened  to 
change  materially  the  relations  of  this  country  witb 
France  since  the  opening  of  the  session.  The  French 
Government  have  refused  to  pay  the  indemnity  to  Mr. 
Barton.  It  was  not  the  first  remsal.  No  man  in  this 
House,  or  in  this  country,  could  have  expected  its  pay- 
ment on  his  demand,  under  the  circumstances.  The 
President  himself  cQuId  not  have  looked  for  it  when  he 
instructed  him  to  make  the  demand.  Gentlemen  spoke 
of  the  tardy  movements  of  the  Government,  and  that  it 
required  spurring.  He  hoped  the  House  would  not 
suffer  itself  to  be  booted  and  spurred,  for  the  purpose  of 
kicking  this  country  into  a  war.  There  had  been  irrita- 
tion enough  already.  The  resolution  was  calculated  to 
have  that  effect.  There  had  been  messages  and  corre- 
spondences, diplomatic  and  undiplomatic,  sufficient  for 
that  purpose;  and  he  hoped  this  House  would  be  dis- 
posed to  allay  rather  than  increase  the  excitement.  He 
saw  no  cause  for  war.  He  believed  a  war  would  be  en- 
tirely unnecessary;  and,  were  it  not  for  the  serious  con- 
sequences it  involved,  he  should  say  it  would  be  utterly 
ridiculous  in  both  parties.  He  looked  upon  this  resolu- 
tion as  the  commencement  of  a  series  of  war  measures- 
He  should  not  therefore  vote  for  it,  nor  would  he  at  thii 
time  support  any  measure  looking  towards  a  war. 

Mr.  HAWES  was  deeply  mortified,  he  said,  at  the 
speeches  which  he  had  heard.  He  believed  it  had  been 
by  such  speeches  as  these  that  the  country  had  been 
prevented  from  receiving  redress,  before  this,  from 
France.  The  nation,  he  believed,  had  been  robbed'of 
its  rights  by  factious  speeches  and  essays.  Are  we  (said 
Mr.  H.)  to  stand  here  making  speeches,  which  will  be 
hailed  abroad  as  evidence  that  the  country  will  not  insist 
upon  its  rights,  while  the  French  are  making  hostile 
preparations  against  us'  He  cared  not  through  what 
channel  the  proposition  might  come;  he  would  suopbrt 
any  measure  for  putting  the  country  in  a  state  of  defence. 
It  was  evident  that  France  was  making  hostile  prepara- 
tions; and  even  if  she  was  not,  what  objection  could 
there  be  to  the  proposed  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of 
increasing  our  naval  force?  In  what  a  situation  would 
the  constituent!  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  stand, 
in  case  of  a  war  ?  The  whole  seaboard  of  Virginia  would 
be  exposed  to  the  enemy,  unless  we  had  a  sufficient  naval 
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force  to  defend  it.  As  a  member  of  this  Con^eu,  and 
as  an  American  citizen,  he  hoped  this  proposition  would 
be  adopted. 

Mr.  McKEOK  would  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House 
for  a  few  moments.  It  was  well  known  that  he  was  not 
in  Uie  hsbit  of  intrudinfir  himself;  and,  but  fol*  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  he  found  himself  placed,  he  should 
have  remained  a  silent  observer  of  the  discussion.  The 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Hawzb]  informed  us 
that  he  was  mortified  to  hear  the  langiisge  of  the  gentle- 
men from  Virginia  and  South  Carolina,  [Messrs.  Wist 
and  Haxmovd,]  who  addressed  the  House  in  opposition 
to  the  resolution  upon  the  table.  Re  was  not  only  mor- 
tified, but  also  astonished,  at  their  arguments  at  such  a 
period — at  such  a  crisis  as  that  in  which  we  find  the 
country  now  placed.  Representing  as  he  did,  in  part, 
a  portion  of  the  Union  deeply  interested  in  the  question 
which  now  engrosses  the  public  mind,  he  (Mr.  McK.^ 
could  not  but  endeavor  to  give  an  impulse  to  an  investi- 
gation which  had  for  its  object  the  defence  or  our  sea- 
coast  and  the  protection  of  our  commerce.  Well  might 
he  be  utonished  to  hear  opposition  to  a  measure  or  this 
nature,  with  regard  to  the  increase  of  our  naval  force, 
when  the  rumor  is  abroad  that  we  have  a  squadron  ap- 
proaching our  very  borders.  When  the  noise  is  actual- 
ly ringing  in  our  ears  of  the  armsments  in  hostile  array, 
while  every  thing  portends  difficulty,  and  points  out  the 
propriety  and  necessity  of  preparation,  we  must  pause 
and  discuss  the  expediency  of  inquiry  into  the.  propriety 
of  moving  forward  in  a  work  which  relates  to  the  public 
defence.  We  must  debate  the  question  by  whom  the 
first  step  ought  to  be  taken--on  whom  the  responsibility 
ought  to  rest.  For  one,  he  was  willing  to  assume  the 
responsibility.  Why,  sir,  said  Mr.  McK.,  I  was  sent  here 
tu  take  responsibility  like  that  now  under  considera- 
tion. Every  member  of  this  House  was  bound  to  take 
the  similar  responsibility.  We  are  bound  to  our  con- 
stituents, to  the  country,  by  every  tie  which  can  unite 
us  to  the  honor  and  safety  of  the  countr}*,  not  to  hesi* 
tate.  The  present  situation  of  our  foreign  affairs  re- 
fluired  the  patriotism  and  action  of  every  member  of 
the  Government.  While  around  all  was  activity,  we 
ought  not  to  be  passive.  It  was  well  known  that  the 
Executive,  as  the  head  of  the  Government,  had  been  alive 
to  the  importance  of  this  question.  To  the  Executive 
the  country,  throughout  the  long  and  difficult  negotia- 
tions to  which  gentlemen  had  alluded,  looked  with  anxie- 
ty, and  thus  far  the  movements  of  his  patriotic  adminis- 
tration had  received  the  grateful  applause  of  the  coun* 
try.  The  Chief  Magistrate  had  thrown  into  the  whole 
question  the  powers  of  his  mighty  intellect;  had  called 
into  action  his  wonderful  foresight;  and  with  sleepless 
vigilance  had  endeavored  to  obtain  the  rights  of  our  cit- 
Siens,  and  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  the  country.  With 
an  ^Executive  identified  as  he  is  with  the  history  of  the 
most  brilliant  periods  of  the  country,  he  had  no  fears 
but  that  in  his  hands  the  interest  and  character  of  our 
country  would  be  entirely  secure.  While  other  branches 
of  the  Government  were  zealously  engaged,  must  we 
hesitate  to  execute  our  portion  of  the  task  imposed  upon 
us  by  the  peculiar  state  of  thinga?  It  did  not  become 
us,  said  Mr.  McK.,  to  hesitate  about  directing  an  inquiry 
into  the  expediency  of  putting  the  country  into  a  state 
of  preparation  against  aggression.    It  cannot  result  in 

Producing  trouble;  it  cannot  throw  us  into  difficulty, 
'be  resolution  should  have  been  adopted  without  a 
question;  but,  sir,  it  appears  obstacles  must  be  thrown 
to  the  way,  impediments  interposed  before  us,  to  oper- 
ate upon  our  minds,  and  deter  us  from  an  attempt  to 
overcome  them.  The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  Haxxovs]  threw  out  the  suggestion  that  a  wsr 
Into  which  this  country  was  about  to  he  plunged,  would 
be  a  ridiculous  war,  and  fatal  to  the  liberties  of  the 


country.  Who  talks  of  war?  Who  has  sounded  the  t» 
sin  which  is  to  give  the  alarm  throughout  the  countfy, 
to  disturb  the  quiet  of  the  land,  and  conjure  ap  into 
timid  minds  the  dire  apparitiona  of  desolation  and  it 
struction,  the  concomitants  of  a  belligersnt  itite^  No 
one  but  the  gentleman  himself,  if  war  must  cone,  it 
was  a  qtiestion  to  be  settled  hereafter.  Tbtt  wu  xA 
the  question  then  under  consideration,  bat  merely 
whether  it  was  expedient  to  inquire  if  the  coanti) 
should  be  put  in  a  state  of  preparation.  The  tnquiiy 
may  be  necessary  in  other  points  totally  sepsrsted  fron 
our  present  difficulties.  The  ^ntleraan  from  Soott 
Carolina  tells  us  we  are  to  be  dnven  into— spurred  Into 
— a  war  with  France,  which  he,  if  it  should  htppea, 
would  term  a  ridiculous  war.  Sir,  I  deprecate  is  nock 
as  he  does  a  state  of  hostility.  I  regret  that  he  his  med 
the  term  ridiculous.  Much  as  I  regret  wsr,  I  prefer  it 
to  dishonorable  peace.  Ridiculous  be  rosy  consider  the 
war,  if  it  must  come;  but  there  may  be  a  peace  vbiel 
cannot  be  otherwise  than  degrading.  With  robberie 
committed  jrears  ago  upon  our  unoffending  citisens,  ud 
presenting  in  the  acts  a  gross  violation  of  the  code  ci 
civilized  nations;  with  years  of  patient  negotiation;  viih 
a  treaty  solemnly  ratified;  added  to  all  these  injariei, 
the  insult  of  demanding  from  the  American  people  ex- 
planations (and  those  with  a  fleet  before  our  harbon^ 
wilh  the  rod  hanging  over  our  heads)  which  are  incfl* 
patible  with  their  self-reepect  and  character  ss  an  iBd6 
pendent  people.  If,  under  such  circumstancei,  co* 
pelled  to  assume  a  hostile  attitude,  1,  said  Mr.  McLf 
cannot  consider  that  attitude  ridiculous. 

He  regretted  that  this  discussion  had  taken  place.  To 
our  divided  councils  many  of  our  difficulties  may  be  it* 
tributed.  They  give  confidence  to  those  who  denjr « 
justice.  It  is  time  these  divisions  should  be  healed.  Be 
had  hoped  that,  on  an  occasion  like  the  present,  but  oik 
feeling  pervaded  their  body,  as  was  certain  but  one  rett- 
ing animated  the  entire  people  of  the  country.  To«- 
fuse  the  inquiry  would  look  fike  an  indispoiition  oj  «« 
part  of  the  House  to  sustain  the  country.  He  cooW  w 
believe  that  one  would  object  to  a  course  which  wmJ^ 
manded  by  the  exigency  of  the  times,  or  that  we  iMjw 
present,  when  the  slightest  speck  was  ^»*'*/.I5 
horizon  portending  the  approaching  storffli  »  *fK»a 
people.  On  the  question  which  had  given  riee  to  uw 
debate,  let  us,  whether  it  continues  to  retain  iti  prt»» 
aspect,  or  assume  any  other  character,  rally  ««>unfl  w 
alur  of  our  country,  and  be  true  to  our  ^^\^^ 
be,  in  fact,  E  pluribiM9  unwn.  Let  us  be  t««^^^ 
selves  and  to  our  own  character,  and  present  to 
world  but  one  front.  Coming,  as  he  before  'fjw^z 
from  a  section  of  country,  the  lives  and  P"y*"J^Jjlif ) 
citizens  of  which  were  most  exposed,  he  (Mr.  »»■/ 
felt  compelled  to  address  those  remarks  to  lb«.»?7 
this  occasion,  and  ask  the  adoption  of  the  «»  "^^jr. 

Mr.  REED,  of  Massachusetts,  observed  that  ine  « 
man  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affiiirs  l^\*^3 
had  stated  that  seven  out  of  nine  of  the  ^^fz.^ 
instructed  him  to  present  the  resolution  be  bw  i 

fered.  • »«  to  tk* 

Being  one  of  the  committee,  I  beg  to  staw  ^ 
House  the  part  I  have  taken.  The  cn"^  tion  t^ 
hours  ago,  handed  me  in  my  teat  the  '**®y.,,g  ^ 
under  consideration,  and  asked  roe,  as  one  J!  .j^gijn 
mittee,  to  give  my  consent  that  he  should  otter  ^ 
House.     After  1  had  read  it,  I  replied  ^^\.^0, 


senting  it.  ^,  .     .-ht  be  ^ 

I  feared  it  might  lead  to  a  debate  whidi  »'f »  ^. 
jurious  to  the  country.    1  do  not  connoer 
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tlon  itself  as  one  of  g^reat  moment.  I  admit  the  im- 
portance of  the  subject.  But  the  resolution  does  not 
instruct  the  committee;  it  is  one  of  inquiry  only.  I  con« 
Sider  the  whole  subject  now  before  the  Committee  on 
Naral  Affairs.  They  have  power  at  any  time^  whether 
the  resolution  be  adopted  or  not,  to  report  a  bill  to  in- 
crease or  any  wa^  improve  the  navy,  and  of  course  the 
appropriation  of  money  to  carry  those  objects  into  ef- 
fect. The  subject  of  increasing  and  improving  our 
naval  force  is  one  that  deserves  the  deliberate  consider- 
ation of  the  committee  and  of  this  House.  Our  com- 
merce needs  protection,  and  this  is  stated  by  the  Exec- 
Qtive  in  his  message;  and  new  difRcultiea  may  arise  with 
Mexico,  which  may  require  a  part  of  our  navy  in  that 
quarter. 

I  regret  that,  upon  a  subject  of  inquiry  merely,  gen- 
tlemen should  indulge  themselves  in  debating  upon  the 
danger  and  probability  of  a  war  with  France.  I  regret 
that  the  debate  should  assume  a  tone  and  manner  calcu- 
lated to  produce  mischief.  It  is  calculated,  unneces- 
sarily and  unjustly,  to  alarm  the  country.  It  seems  to 
me  we  are  precipitate.  The  debate  Is  assuming  a  most 
unfavorable  character.  We  are  debating  upon  the  all- 
Important  subject  of  peace  and  war  with  F>ance.  I  hope 
and  trust  we  shall  have  more  light  and  knowledge  upon 
this  momentous  subject,  before  we  seriously  debate  if. 
The  debate  seems  to  me  ill-judged  and  unadvised,  and 
calculated  to  produce  the  evil  which  1  am  quite  sure  a 
great  majority  of  this  House  and  nation  deprecate,  and 
hope  to  avoid.  I  do  not  propose  to  engage  in  such;  it  is 
altogether  premature.  I  beg  the  House  to  be  calm  and 
deliberate,  and  to  avoid  excitement,  which  may  be  in- 
jurious^ but  cannot  be  useful  to  the  country. 

Mr.  MILLER  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  EVERfcTT,  of  Vermont,  said  he  should  vote 
for  the  resolution.  He  could  not  disregard  the  signs 
of  the  times;  he  thought  it  high  time  that  the  country 
should  prepare  for  defence.  From  assurances  in  the 
annual  message,  the  House  had  reason  to  expect  a 
special  message  on  the  arrival  of  the  final  answer  of 
France  to  our  demand  for  payment.  It  was  now  known 
that  the  Executive  had  been  in  possession  of  that  answer 
for  more  than  five  days;  vet  the  promised  special  message 
had  not  been  received.  It  was  also  known  that  a 
French  fleet  bad  been  ordered  to  the  West  Indies. 
This,  however,  was  only  procured  through  the  papers. 
Tet,  in  the  absence  of  all  official  information,  the  course 
of  the  Executive  is  no  secret.  The  result  of  a  cabinet 
council  is  no  secret.  In  the  course  of  this  debate,  a 
gentleman  of  high  standing,  and  in  the  confidence  of 
the  administration,  had  stated  that  he  was  prepared  to 
anticipate  the  course  of  the  Executive.  He  begged  the 
House  to  mark  the  expression,  taken  in  connexion  with 
his  support  of  this  resolution,  and  not  what  that  course 
will  be;  If  the  Executive  had  neglected  its  duty  to  the 
House,  he  trusted  the  House  would  not  neglect  its  duty 
to  the  country.  Why  the  special  message  was  delayed, 
he  would  not  undertake  to  say;  he  referred  the  question 
to  those  more  immediately  in  the  confidence  of  the 
Executive.  He  was  prepared  to  go  for  every  proper 
measure  for  defence. 

Mr.  LANE  rose,  he  said,  with  no  intention  of  discus- 
sing this  subject,  but  merely  to  state,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  House,  what  his  understanding  was  in  rela- 
tion to  the  course  of  the  Executive  on  this  occasion. 
He  believed  it  was  only  on  Saturday  or  Sunday  that  Mr. 
Barton  arrived  in  Washington.  [Several  voices:  **that 
is  not  correct;  he  has  not  yet  arrived."]  Well,  said  Mr. 
L.,  there  was  such  a  report,  and  he  made  no  inquiriea 
as  to  its  foundation.  He  would  observe  that  he  was 
well  assured  that  the  President  would  communicate  all 
the  information  in  bis  poisetaton,  at  aa  early  a  period  as 


possible.  Of  this  Mr.  L.  had  no  doubt,  and  he  could 
see  no  cause  thus  to  arraign  the  Executive  for  want  of 
vigilance,  industry,  or  patriotism. 

Mr.  L.  well  recollected  what  had  taken  place  on  % 
former  occasion.  He  recollected  that  complaints,  long 
and  loud,  were  made,  that  the  proposed  measure  of  pre? 
paring  the  country  for  defence  at  the  last  Congress  was 
intrusting  the  President  with  too  much  power.  Mr.  L. 
would  now  say  that  he  rested  under  the  firm  conviction, 
and  he  would  proclaim  it  here  and  elsewhere,  that  if  the 
Isst  Congress  had  sustained  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  by  making  appropriations  to  put  the  country  in 
a  reasonable  state  of  defence,  the  provisions  of  the  treaty 
with  France  would  all  have  been  complied  with,  and 
the  money  paid,  and  this  dark  and  lowering  cloud,  now 
hanging  around  us,  would  never  have  been  seen.  It 
was  the  maxim  of  the  Father  of  his  Country,  "  in  peace 
prepare  for  war."  What  was  the  situation  of  this 
country,  compared  with  France?  She  had  been  actively 
preparing  and  fitting  out  her  fleets  and  armaments, 
which  were  hourly  expected  upon  our  coasts.  What 
was  the  situation  of  the  American  people?  Scarce  a 
ahip  in  a  condition  to  defend  them!  Not  a  solitary  regi- 
ment, perhaps,  f^ll!  The  very  omitting  to  make  that 
appropriation  might  involve  this  country  in  war,  cost 
hundreds  of  millions  of  money,  and  tens  of  thousands  of 
lives,  all  of  which  might  have  been  averted.  Had  this 
appropriation  been  adopted,  we  should  have  had  no  war, 
no  apprehension  of  war,  with  a  powerful  and  ancient 
ally.  Mr.  L.  aaid  he  was  in  favor  of  the  resolution^ 
though,  if  he  had  been  consulted,  he  would  have  pre- 
ferred waiting  for  a  communication  from  the  President, 
who,  he  had  no  doubt,  would,  at  as  early  a  period  as  posf 
sible,  communicate  all  the  information  of  which  he  was 
possessed;  and  then  the  House  may  be  called  upon  to 
act  in  a  very  different  manner  and  form. 

Mr.  GRENNELL  said,  if  he  felt  all  the  alarm  that 
seemed  to  oppress  the  minds  of  some  gentlemen,  he 
might  vote  for  the  resolution  of  the  member  from  Maine. 
But  he  believed  these  alarms  unnecessary,  and  the  dec- 
laration of  them  uncalled  for  and  unwise.  If  the  public 
dangers  resulting  from  our  relations  with  a  foreign 
Power  were  so  imminent  as  gentlemen  imagine,  w6 
should  hear  from  the  Executive,  and  in  twenty-fbut 
hours  we  may  have  information  from  him  that  will  make 
us  act  intelligently  on  the  subject.  It  waa  certain  the 
President  had  received  communications  from  France; 
bat  he  (Mr.  G.)  was  disposed  not  to  anticipate  their 
character,  and  should  regret  the  expression  of  senti- 
ments of  horror  and  alarm  here,  which  might  make  k 
false  and  injurious  impression  upon  the  country.  They 
were  not  to  suppose  that  the  Executive  had  neglected 
his  duty,  or  that  he  was  slumbering  over  it.  No;  Mr. 
G.  would  not  for  a  moment  entertain  such  a  suspicion. 
It  had  been  said  this  was  a  very  important  resolution; 
that  it  was  demanded  by  the  exigency  of  the  times;  and 
it  was  also  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr; 
Lakb,]  that  if,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  an  appro- 
priation had  been  made  for  the  navy  and  fortifica- 
tions, there  would  exist  no  necessity  for  calling  upon 
Congress  now. 

We  hear  it  said,  sir,  (said  Mr.  O.,)  in  a  way  of  com; 

f>laint,  that  Congp-ess  did  not  sustain  the  President  at  the 
ast  session;  by  which,  I  suppose,  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  intends  that  the  Senate  did  not  vote  the  three 
millions  to  his  discretion,  in  the  fortification  bill.  And, 
moreover,  the  blame  of  losing  the  entire  bill  is  intended 
to  be  cast  upon  that  body.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  O.,)  what  was 
the  action  of  this  House  on  that  important  bill,  and  what 
of  the  Senate?  It  originated  and  passed  here,  and  was 
sent  to  the  Senate.  That  branch,  deeming  our  appro^ 
priatioes  too  low  for  the  repair  and  preservation  of  tb^ 
great  seaboard  defences  of  the  country,  raised  them,  by 


2167 


GALES  &  SEATON^S  REGISTER 


2168 


H.  or  H.} 


Sfavery  in  the  District  of  Cohtmbia. 


[jAir.  13, 183& 


amendment,  if  recollection  serves  me»  by  about  400,000  I 
dollars;  and  thus  the  bill  was  sent  to  the  House  for  con- 
currence and  adoption,  several  days  before  the  close  of 
the  session.  On  the  last  evening  of  the  session,  the 
House  agreed  to  the  increased  appropriation,  and  added, 
with  unwarrantable  baste,  the  sum  of  three  millions  of 
dollars  by  way  of  amendment,  to  be  expended,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  under  the  direction  of  the  President,  for  the 
military  ^nd  naval  service,  fortifications,  and  increase  of 
the  navy.  And  those  who  voted  against  the  monstrous 
proposition,  and  the  Senate  too,  because  they  saw 
danger  in  placing  that  great  amount  of  treasure  at  the 
President's  discretion,  and  almost  without  specification 
or  restriction,  are  to  be  charged  with  leaving  the  fortifi- 
cations  of  the  country,  and  the  navy  too,  in  an  unpre- 
pared and  ruinous  slate — with  not  sustaining  the  Presi- 
dent! Sir,  (said  Mr.  G.,)  did  the  President  ask  the  ap- 
propriation? No.  Did  any  of  the  Departments  ask  for 
this  amount,  or  any  thing  like  it,  or  any  committee  of 
the  House?  No,  sir,  none.  It  was  moved  by  a  gentle- 
man of  the  House,  on  his  own  responsibility,  and  adopt- 
ed. A  majority  was  found  here  to  take  three  millions, 
and  lay  them  at  the  feet  of  the  Executive.  The  Senate 
wisely  disagreed  to  the  precipitate  measure;  and  subse- 
quent proceedings  showed  that  the  Senate  was  ready 
and  anxious  to  save  the  bill,  and  Instead  of  the.  three 
millions,  in  such  general,  unlimited  form,  to  appropriate 
$500,000  for  the  refitting  and  equipments  of  ships  of 
war,  and  1^00,000  for  fortifications.  If  this  proposition 
bad  been  adopted  by  the  House,  the  bill  might  have 
been  saved,  and  the  result  would  have  been,  that  it 
'  might  have  passed  into  a  law  making  appropriations  for 
the  defences  of  the  country,  greater  by  about  |1,200,000 
than  had  originally  been  proposed  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. Such  (said  Mr.  G.)  is  my  general  recol- 
lection of  the  facts,  as  they  transpired  about  the  last  mid- 
night hour  of  the  last  session  of  Congress.  If  I  am  in- 
correct, there  are  many  gentlemen  preaent  who  can  set 
me  right,  and  some  who  had  no  very  obscure  agency  in 
the  matter. 

Now,  Mr.  G.  was  neither  disposed  to  be  too  hasty 
nor  too  slow;  he  believed,  and  had  long  believed,  the 
navy  ought  to  be  increased  and  the  fortifications  repair- 
ed. Indeed,  he  believed  both  to  be  in  a  worse  condi- 
tion than  at  the  beginning  of  the  last  war.  Yet  alarm- 
ing haste,  he  trusted,  was  not  required;  and  there  was 
something  in  the  idea  that  each  department  should  sus- 
tain its  own  appropriate  responsibility.  And  when 
a  proposition  should  come  from  the  Executive,  or  from 
ftny  of  the  Depsrtments,  relating  to  the  increase  of 
either  arm  of  the  public  defence,  giving  this  House  the 
requisite  information,  he  would  be  found  ready  to  con- 
aider  the  exigency  under  which  it  was  brought  forward, 
and  act  with  promptness  and  liberality.  He  deprecated 
the  voting  and  speaking  as  if  war  was  surely  Impending. 
And  he  must  hear,  from  those  who  know,  of  the  state  of 
our  relations  with  France,  and  in  regard  to  the  public 
danger,  before  he  voted  for  this  or  any  other  resolution 
which  looks  to  a  great  increase  of  our  naval  or  military 
force,  in  the  trembling  apprehension  of  war  with  a  for- 
eign Power. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  protested,  he  said, 
Mgainst  the  doctrine  that  we  could  not  act  without  hear- 
ing from  the  Executive  or  the  Uepartmenta.  He  was 
not  disposed  to  wait  for  tlie  recommendations  of  the  one 
or  the  other  before  he  acted,  on  any  question.  He  did 
not  wish  to  enter  into  an  argument  on  this  subject.  In 
ordinary  timea  not  a  voice  would  be  raiaed  against  this 
proposition.  It  was  but  a  simple  inquiry,  was  proper 
now,  and  would  be  proper  at  any  time.  He  moved  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  HOWELL  moved  an  adjournment:  negatived, 
80  to  96.  e  » 


The  motion  for  the  previous  question  was  seconded 
by  the  House,  and  the  main  question  wai  ordered  to  be 
put. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the  res* 
olution,  it  was  decided  in  the  afiirmative,  as  foilovi: 

Ykas — Messrs.  John  Q.  Adams,  Ash,  Bean,  Beardsley, 
Beaumont,  Bell,  Bockee,  Bond,  Borden,  Bo)'(],  Bri^ 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  John  Calhoon,  William  B. 
Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  Carr,  Carter,  Casey,  Gforgt 
Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  N.  H.  Claiborne, 
J.  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor, 
Craig,  Cramer,  Gushing,  Cushman,  Darlingto^  Davit, 
Denny,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Everett,  Fairfield,  Far- 
lin.  Forester,  French,  Fry,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  William  t 
Fuller,  Oalbraith,  James  Garland,  Rice  Garland,  GilH 
Glascock,  Graham,  Granger,  Grantland,  Haley,  }> 
seph  Hall,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Harper,  Albert  G.  Hir. 
rison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynea,  Hiester,  Hol«y, 
Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Inf> 
ham,  William  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  Janes,  Jirtii» 
Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Jud 
son,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Klingensmith,  L»ne, 
Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  J.  Lee,  L  lA 
Leonard,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Loyall.  Lucas,  Lyon,  Abijili 
Mann,  Job  Mann,  Msnning,  Martin,  John  Y.  Muoa, 
Moses  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  McCarty,  McMi. 
McKennan,  McKeon,  McKim,  Miller,  Milligsn,  Mont^ 
gomery,  Morgan,  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Psge,  ?vWi 
Parka,  Patteraon,  Patton,  F.  Pierce,  Dulee  J.  ?t^ 
J.  A.  Pearce,  Peitigrew,  Peyton,  Phelpi,  f h'"'P*« 
Pinckney,  Renchcr,  John  Reynolds,  Hipley,  R;*"*' 
Rogers,  RusseH,  Seymour,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  9h«eW«» 
Shinn,  Slade,  Smith,  Spangler,  Spragoe,  Siandeler, 
Steele,  Storer,  Sutherland  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thonaj 
John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turner,  Tumii. 
Underwood,  Vinton,  Wagener,  Wardwell,  Washinjrljni 
Webster,  White,  Whitileaev,  Sherrod  WilHsini-lM. 

Nats— Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Allen,  Jo" 
Chambers,  Corwin,  Crane,  Grennell,  Hsmmond.  Hir- 
din,  Harlan,  Haaeltine,  Hoar,  Howell,  Ingersoll,  Meroej 
Potts,  Robertson,  Waddy  Thompson,  Lewis  Wiili»n«% 
Wi8c—19. 


TuxsnAT,  Jawvast  12. 
SLAVERY  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  as  there  was  a  bill  before  the  Hooj 
for  the  relief  the  sufferers  by  fire  in  New  York,  wwcn 
it  was  necessary  should  be  acted  on,  he  would  ow 
that  the  fuKher  consideration  of  the  memonal  pr*)'  8 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Cnlumw 
presented  by  the  gentleman  from  Massscbuseiti,  L»  • 
Adams,]  be  postponed  to  Monday  next.  ,,  i 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  hoped  the  gentleman  wouuj^j^ 

low  the  vote  to  be  taken  on  the  point  of.  ^^^^l'  ii,e 
question  was  upon  the  appeal  which  h®^^,,  -^lo 
decision  of  the  Speaker.  If  the  House  would  co^^^^ 
a  decision  on  the  appeal,  he  would  be  ^'"'"^  ^'^ '  ^  be 
consideration  of  the  memorial  lie  over,  and  he  w  ^.^ 
glad  if  the  discussion  of  these  memorials «'0"'°*j5^|ng 
over,  at  least  on  the  day  appropriated  ^**'^*  ,  nfect. 
of  petitions.  Gentlemen  had  not  an  oppo' *"I1'J  )^|J„> 
ting  in  their  petitions,  on  account  of  **^**f  ?1 -/ay  of 
There  was  a  great  many  obstacles  thrown  m  *"*  j/^py 
petitions- -motions  were  made  to  reject  ^^^^"'T.  i:.,tioii 
be  not  received.  He  should  rather  see  a  »"""'?'  ^^j^i  of 
of  modes  for  getting  in  petitions  than  for  l?«"'"j  ,nd 
them.  Petitions  appeared  to  be  in  bad  o^^^^  ^j 
when  he  heard  a  gentleman  commence  »  fP  ^^^.^p^ 
saying  that  he  was  very  much  attached  to  tn  ^^.^ 
he  took  it  for  granted  he  was  going  to  end  *»y  .^  ^t 
to  exclude  peUtioos.    Petiliona  had  been  prcKB 


>169 


Fav.  is.  1836.] 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 

Slavery  in  the  DieHd  of  Columbia, 


2170 


[H.  ov  R. 


>lher  subjects  than  abolition,  which  took  up  much  time 
o  debate,  and  motions  were  made  to  reject  them.  He 
:onctuded  by  expressing^  a  wish  that  the  House  mifpht 
lecide  oh  the  appeal,  and  he  would  acquiesce  in  the 
notion  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  memorial. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  would  be  fclad  to  withdraw  his 
notion,  if  he  thoufj^ht  this  memorial  would  have  prefer- 
!nce  over  all  others;  but  he  thought  it  would  not,  and 
here  would  be  much  time  spent  in  the  discussion  of 
hem,  and  he  was  very  anxious  that  the  House  should 
iroceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
he  sufferers  by  fire  in  New  York. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  said  he  was  willing  the  question 
khould  be  postponed;  and  his  reasons  were,  that  reso- 
utions  were  in  possession  of  the  House,  which,  if  pass- 
id,  as  he  hoped  they  would  be,  would  put  this  question 
o  rest.  He  thought  the  House  hsd  the  right  to  say  that 
t  would  not  receive  these  petitions.  The  right  was 
'ecognised  by  Mr.  Jefferson;  and  certainly  he  would 
lot  have  recognised  it  if  it  was  unconstitutional.  It 
NTould  be  for  the  House  to  say  whether  it  would  receive 
hem. 

Mr.  PATTON  said  he  regretted  very  much  that  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Giascock]  had  express- 
ed a  readiness  to  acquiesce  in  the  motion  to  postpone. 
It  was  very  evident  that  the  effect  would  be  to  give  the 
matter  the  go-by.  The  gentlemsn  is  mistaken,  if  he 
thinks  he  is  to  get  a  speedy  and  direct  vote.  Our  time 
It  to  b€  taken  up  by  discussing  this  matter  every  morn- 
ing on  which  an  opportunity  offers.  There  was  no  way 
of  getting  a  vote,  unless  we  nwke  it  the  special  order 
until  it  is  decided.  One  gentleman  will  ask  it  to  be 
postponed  for  one  purpose— another  for  another  pur- 
pose; and  by  this  means  the  question  would  be  evaded. 

Mr.  BOULDIN.  I  do  not  wish  to  say  much,  Mr. 
Speaker,  on  this  subject,  but  wish  to  say  a  word  or  two, 
particularly  as  to  the  manner  In  which  this  matter  has 
come  before  the  House,  and  how  I  have  been  compel- 
led to  vote  upon  it.  It  comes  up  upon  various  points 
of  order,  blended  in  some  degree  with  the  merits  of  the 

?|uestion:  whether  tlie  petition  should  be  rejected  be- 
ore  it  is  resd,  and  you  know  what  is  In  it;  whether  the 
language  in  which  it  is  couched  is  such  as  ought  to  be 
received  by  the  House.  I  have  been  compelled  to  give 
▼otes  seemingly  contradictory  in  relation  to  the  merits, 
owing  to  this  blending  and  entwining  of  questions  of 
order  with  the  most  momentous  matter  that  can  come 
before  the  House  or  the  nation. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  North  and  East  are  not  scquainted 
with  the  effects  of  what  they  are  doing.  They  do  not 
know  what  is  the  feeling  of  the  South.  Sir,  if  they 
did,  their  conduct  would  be  different.  Far  be  it  from 
me  to  do  or  say  any  thing,  or  give  any  vote,  that  will 
endanger  this  Union.  Sir,  I  love  the  Union  as  I  love 
my  life,  and  this  makes  me  anxious  that  this  matter 
should  be  understood. 

[The  SrxAxxB  said  the  point  was.  Shall  the  subject  be 
postponed?] 

I  know  that,  sir;  I  am  endeavoring  to  show  the  pro- 
priety of  coming  to  an  understanding  on  this  subject  now. 
In  preference  to  then.  Sir,  the  question  I  wish  to  come  to 
is  this:  do  you  mean  to  take  measures  to  endanger  our 
property  or  our  lives— -liberate  our  slaves,  directly  or 
mdirectly,  now  or  hereafter?  Sir,  I  have  no  doubt  the 
liberation  of  the  slaves  of  this  District  by  Congress  is 
unconstitutional,  and  will,  on  any  vote,  say  so.  But 
this  is  not  what  1  care  for.  He  that  is  willing,  profess- 
ing to  be  friendly,  to  use  means,  directly  or  indirectly, 
to  endsnger  my  life  or  rob  me  of  my  property,  has  little 
regard  to  constitutional  scruples  or  difficulties. 

Sir,  I  am  not  disposed  to  weaken  the  tie  of  love  that 
exists,  or  did  exist,  between  all  the  members  of  this 
VoioDf  but|  sir,  I  wish  as  toon  m  ponible  to  inform  the 


North  and  East  with  what  a  tender  hand  they  ought 
to  touch  this  subject.  There  are  individuals  in  this  Union 
who  I  know  love  their  country,  and  this  Union  is  dear 
to  them  as  the  heart's  blood  of  the  dearest,  tenderest, 
object  of  their  affections,  in  whose  bosom  a  thorn  has 
been  planted  by  another  project  from  the  same  quar* 
ter— I  mean  the  tribute  of  protecting  duties.  Sir,  this 
thorn  pained  and  wounded  at  the  time,  and  has  rankled 
and  festered,  and  the  wound  is  now  in  a  festering  state; 
and  this  is  not  the  time  to  open  it  and  plant  another 
more  fatal  atill,  and  more  galling. 

It  is  this,  sir,  which  causes  me  to  urge  that  we  como 
to  a  full  understanding  of  this  matter  between  North 
and  South;  East  and  West;  for,  sir,  I  know  that  north- 
ern and  eastern  gentlemen  do  not  know  that  there  are 
feelings  existing  in  the  South  upon  this  subject  that 
cannot  be  further  agptated  or  pressed  upon.  Sir,  let 
me  not  be  misunderstood;  I  do  not  charge  the  whole 
fault  of  the  agitation  on  this  subject  on  the  North,  nor 
would  I  wish  to  say  any  thing  unkind  or  intemperate* 
calculated  to  wound  the  feeling  of  any  member  of  this 
House  or  this  Union.  Far  from  it.  I  think  1  know 
that,  if  they  were  apprized  of  what  they  were  doing,  or 
likely  to  produce,  they  would  act  differently.  They 
love  the  Union.  And  did  1  intimate  that  the  South  did 
not  equally^  Sir,  they  love  the  Uniqn  equally;  but  in* 
suited,  injured  love,  is  the  mother  of  the  purest  hate; 
and  I  wish  all  the  members  of  the  Union  to  be  apprized 
of  what  is  likely  to  be  the  effect  of  pressing  this  matter 
on  us.  Sir,  they  are  not  advised;  I  know  they  cannot 
be.  Sir,  I  know  our  own  conduct  ought  to  be  revised 
by  us  at  home  on  this  subject;  let  us  inquire  whether 
our  societies  and  fourth  of  July  speeches  on  emancipa* 
tion  and  other  things  in  relation  to  negroes  and  negro 
slavery  have  not  invited  strangers  to  meddle,  and  have 
not  led  to  a  misunderstanding  on  this  subject. 

I  am  sure  that,  on  reflection,  our  northern  brethren 
will  admit  of  repentance  on  seeing  error.  I  am  equully 
satisfied  that  the  attention  of  the  South  having  been 
drawn  to  what  they  have  themselves  done,  they  will 
retrace  some  of  their  steps,  and  all  will  be  willing 
to  leave  this  subject,  too  mysterious,  deep,  and  danger* 
oua  for  man's  management,  (or  that  of  woman  either,) 
to  the  operation  of  time,  and  the  providence  of  God,  in 
whose  hands  alone  this  subject  must  at  last  be  left.  Sir, 
it  is  impossible  that  gentlemen  should  be  sensible  of 
what  they  are  doing,  or  I  do  know,  by  looking  into  my 
own  bosom,  (a  place  I  find  the  safest  of  all  to  look  when 
I  know  that  passion  is  absent,)  to  find  what  others  wilt 
do  on  any  given  point— I  know,  sir,  by  what  I  find  in 
my  own  bosom,  that  if  gentlemen  knew  what  was,  or 
would  be,  the  effect  of  pushing  this  thing  upon  us,  they 
would,  with  all  courte^  and  humility  to  their  constitu* 
ents,  return  their  numberlen  petitions,  and  tell  them 
that  dangers,  of  which  they  were  not  advised,  awaited 
the  passing  of  this  matter,  and  that,  if  it  was  still  insist* 
ed  on,  they  would  at  last  offer  them.  I  know  this 
would  be  their  course  as  certainly  as  I  can  know  any 
thing  depending  on  observation  and  familiar  acquaint- 
ance ^ith  the  common  practice  of  man,  and  their  ordi* 
nary  actions  and  motives  in  the  common  business  of  life. 
Sir,  they  cannot  be  fully  sensible  of  what  effects  they 
are  likely  to  produce.  Look  to  the  sources  of  their  in- 
formation. They  rely  in  a  great  measure  on  the  repre- 
sentations of  the  ladies,  who  appear  to  be  the  principal 
petitioners.  Sir,  let  me  cast  no  slur  over  any  portion 
of  the  fair  sex;  I  wish  them  every  good  wish,  if  they  be 
single,  which  I  believe  is  tfenerally  their  condition;  if 
they  had  husbands  and  children,  they  would  find  some* 
thing  else  to  do;  I  wish  them  all  good  husbands,  and 
something  better  to  do,  and  that  they  may  spend  their 
days  and  their  nights  in  some  employment  more  like 
to  give  them  pleasure,  and  do  the  world  a  benefit 
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drtving  their  petitiont»  so  well  ^aloalsted  to  produce 
dTecti  BO  little  likely  to  give  them  latisfaetion  or  com* 
fint  after  they  are  produced. 

Sir,  whether  they  be  married,  mtids,  or  widows,  I 
wish  not  to  wound  themi  and  they  most  ha  very  differ^ 
•nt  from  any  of  their  sex  of  any  class  that  I  have  becm 
acquainted  with,  if  they  would  persevere  in  any  cQurM 
that  went  to  hatsrd  every  things  dear  to  their  sex.  Sir, 
were  they  informed  in  what  a  situation  they  would  place 
tite  maiden  pride  of  their  sex — ^if  they  were  informed 
that  they  would  hszard  the  life  and  safety  of  the  dear 
and  tender  ofTspring  dinginfif  to  the  boaoms  of  their  own 
sisterhood^  sympathizinic  with  them  in  all  the  tender  ties 
that  bind  the  mother  to  her  tender  infant,  who  draws  its 
vital  beingp  from  her  breast,  I  am  sure  they  would  stay 
their  hands.  Sir,  could  they  be  informed  what  eflFect 
they  had  produced  upon  the  helpless,  defenceless  ob- 
jects of  their  blind  charity,  they,  being  Christians,  (as 
all  women  are,  or  should  be,)  would  leave  the  thing  to 
Qt)d. 

Sir*  it  is  immaterial  whether  you  mean  to  dc  this  thing 
by  this  means  or  that-* whether  immediately  or  indirect* 
ly,  now  or  hereafter,  the  object  is  the  same,  and  the 
consequences  to  us  are  the  same)  and  it  is  obvious  that 
this  subject  is  pressed  upon  us  of  the  South,  in  some 
form  or  other,  by  societies  formed,  religious  associations, 
political  combinations!  male  and  female,-  pHvate  and 

Kbiie*  from  day  to  day,  and  from  week  to  week.    Sir, 
us  alone  to  ourselves  in  this  matter. 

[Here  the  Bfsaxib  said  the  question  was  whether 
this  subject  should  be  postponed  until  Monday,  and  the 
gentleman  was  going  into  the  whole  merits*] 

I  think,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  these  refledioni  are  difect- 
Iv  in  point,  to  show  that  we  should  come  to  an  imme- 
diate understanding  on  this  matter.  However,  1  will  not 
urge  any  other  remarks  at  this  time;  but  when  the  main 
question  comes  up,  if  we  should  evt«  be  able  to  fftt  to 
if,  I  will  claim  the  attention  of  the  House  while  I  give  to 
them  and  to  my  constituents  my  views  on  its  merits.  I 
will  simply  add  that,  if  the  materials  of  civil  war  and 
discord  are  matured  in  this  nation,  it  will  be  a  matter  of 
little  consequence  at  which  end  of  the  confederacy  the 
ffame  commences.  The  consequences  to  the  whole 
Union  will  be  the  same.  Ay,  sir,  and  the  horrors  and 
the  alarms  of  southern  maids  and  matrons  can  ontv  be 
equalled  by  the  terrors  and  alarms,  the  horrors  and  ca* 
lamities,  of  the  maids  and  matrons  of  the  North-— Rachels 
weeping  for  their  children  who  are  not. 

Mr.  CRAIG  said,  that  in  postponing  this  matter,  it  was 
not  giving  the  subject  the  go-by.  It  would  come  up  in 
A  better  uiape  when  the  resolutions  were  under  consid- 
eration. When  the  resolutions  came  up,  let  us  march 
as  one  man  to  the  point,  and  the  matter  will  be  decided, 
and  decided  satisfactorily,  he  hoped,  both  to  the  South 
and  to  the  North. 

Mr.  R.  M.  JOHNSON  said  he  did  not  rise  to  debate 
the  question.  He  thought  that  if  we  were  to  vote,  and 
not  to  speak  so  much,  we  would  be  enabled  to  get 
through  the  buianess  much  more  advantageously  than  at 
present.  So  far  as  the  States  were  concerned  we  all 
agreed,  and  he  would  not  say  It  was  expedient  to  touch 
this  matter  even  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Mr.  J*  had 
risen  for  the  purpose  of  asking  the  consent  of  the  House 
to  .report  several  bills  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

No  objection  being  made, 

Mr.  R.  M.  JOHNSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  reported  the  following  bills,  which  were 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  atate  of 
the  Union  I  which,  together  with  the  reports  and  docu- 
ments accompanying  the  same,  were  ordered  to  be 
printed: 

A  htU  nftking  aa  apprapriatbp  for  odtocting  vuk\M^ 


rials  preparatory  to  the  commencenient  of  oeitMs  foiti- 
ficationsi 

A  bill  for  the  better  organisation  of  the  corpi  of  top- 
ographical engineersi  and 

A  bill  authorizing  the  chief  engineer  to  employ  derb 
and  a  messenger. 

Mr.  J.  gave  notice  that  he  would  call  up  the  BrU* 
named  bill  on  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  PEYTON  then  rose  and  said  he  had  not  intendd 
to  say  one  word  upon  the  subject  before  the  Houki! 
that  time.  However,  if  he  understood  the  hoiwnb^c 
member  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  H.  M.  Jonxsov]  trigH 
and  Mr.  P.  wished,  if  he  misunderstood  the  gentlemn, 
that  he  would  oorrect  himi  he  understood  the  gernlc* 
roan  to  say,  substantially,  ihat,  so  fiir  as  the  que«tionof 
slavery  was  concerned  in  the  States,  he  (Mr.  J.)  ^^^^ 
it  agreed  on  all  hands  that  that  House  had  no  power  to 
interfere!  but  that,  so  fiiras  the  District  of  Columbiini 
concerned,  it  was  a  mere  matter  of  expediency. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  explained.  Whit  be 
said  was,  that  he  had  much  rather  that  the  House  Bhoold 
at  once  vote  upon  the  question  than  discuis  it.  Andibil 
if  the  House  would  come  to  n  vote,  he  thought  ibert 
was  no  member  in  the  House  who  would  vote  thit  the^ 
hnd  the  power  to  interfere,  ao  far  ae  the  Statn  vete 
concerned,  nor  a  single  member)  in  the  Bouse  vbe 
would  say  it  waa  expedient  to  touch  it  even  in  the  D* 
trict  of  Columbia. 

Tlie  CHAIR  said  fuHher  remarks  must  be  srrested. 
Tlie  question  before  the  House  was  merely  one  of  timr. 
whether  the  subject  should  be  postponed  till  Voodi/ 
next. 

Mr.  PEYTON  said  he  had  nothing  to  say  on  thtt  p^ 
ject. 

Mr.  C  AMBRELENO  expressed  a  hope  thst  the  mo- 
tion would  prevail,  as  he  wished  to  move  that  the  Hotf« 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  ft*" 
of  the  Union.  ,     » 

The  motion  to  postpone  the  fiirther  consideration « 
the  memorial,  and  the  motion  to  reject  it,  were  then 
agreed  to. 

PARTIAL  APPROPRIATION  BIIX. 

An  engrossed  bill,  making  appropnatiom^  in  ^*^ 
the  support  of  the  Government  for  the  yesr  1836,  s* 
read  tne  third  time.  ^ 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  wiAcd  tw 
bill  amended,  so  as  to  reduce  the  contingent  expeiso 
of  the  House  to  the  sUndard  of  18S3|  and  he  boped  <&« 
House  would  afford  its  unanimous  consent  for  tbe  w' 
pose  of  enabling  him  to  make  the  motion. 

Mr.  CAMBRBLENG  expressed  the  same  with. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  should  ^ 
that  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  Contmittee  of  wij 
and  Means,  or  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  "• 


the 


state  of  the  Union,  with  instructions  to  ""<1"''1"L!j  by 
expediency  of  making  the  retrenchments  ^9P*^Ji^ 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee.    In  that  way  iw 
could  be  amended,  and  they  could  have  the  ^^f^at 
full  diicussion  on  the  subject.    He  made  the  wm^ 
motion.  L.  ^Q. 

Mr.  C AMBRELENG  expressed  a  hope  twt  w«  P 
tleman  would  withdraw  the  motion.    TbeobifC*  • 
reduce  the  appropriations  to  the  standard  f»  '^, ' 
ago,  and  he  trusted  the  bill  would  not  be  ^^J^'^\9 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  ^^'^f^bef 
the  request,  but  he  wished  the  inquiry  ^.^\wm 
than  the  gentleman  proposed,  and  to  inquire  w 
the  amount  of  1832  was  itself  not  too  lai^J  j^ 

Mr.  J.  Q.  ADAMS  said  it  made  Hl^ls  difference ^^^ 

ther  this  bill  was  amended  or  not;  for  if  ^  ;7"' p,^ 
would  be  a  supplemental  bUI  to  the  gent »'  W^*^ 
tion bill*    Mr.  A*  opposed  thcbill* 
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Mr«  HABOIN  entered  info  a  ttatement  to  show  the 
expenses  for  printing,  &c.,  for  1833,  '34,  and  '35,  and 
-read  a  table  which  he  had  himself  made  out. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  that  the  bill  be  recom- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union.  Mr.  C.  intimated  bis  intention  shortly  to  pro- 
pose a  Vill  to  make  the  appropriation  year,  in  regaitl  to 
all  the  officers  of  the  Government,  commence  on  March 
31,  if  no  other  gentleman  did  so. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  then  withdrew 
his  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  renewed  the  motion,  for  the 
reason,  he  said,  of  instructing  the  Committee  of  Wajrs 
and  Means  on  the  subject  of  mileage.  Mr.  U.  said  this 
matter  ought  to  be  settled.  Some  of  his  own  prede- 
'ceosors,  coming  from  his  own  immediate  neighborhood. 
Had  charged  1,100,  i;200,  1,300  miles,  and  others  600, 
700,  and  800;  and  it  was  time  this  matter  was  looked 
mto. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  would  suggest  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  post-  Office  and  Post  Roads  would  be  the 
proper  committee  to  refer  this  subject  to,  and  not  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  said,  to  send  the  subject  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  would  greatly  embav- 
raaa  it.  He  thought  it  should  %o  either  to  the  committee 
indicated  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  or  to  a  se- 
lect committee. 

Mr.  W.  went  on  to  show  that  the  contingent  expen- 
ses for  printing  were  easily  accounted  for,  by  the  fact 
of  the  extra  number  of  copies  ordered  by  the  .House, 
for  which  many  members  had  voted,  who  expressed 
themselves  in  favor  of  reform  and  economy.  The  for- 
mer practice  of  the  House  was  to  print  no  more  than 
5,000  copies  of  the  President's  message  and  accompa- 
nying documentst  now,  10, 15,  and  20,000  were  printed. 
Mr.  CRAIG  preferred  referring  the  bill  to  another 
enmmittee  than  the  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
The  great  inequality  in  the  mileage  of  the  members, 
though  it  might  seem  a  small  matter,  involved  an  im- 
portant principle.  « 

Mr.  WISE  said:  Sir,  it  was  far  from  me  to  say  a  word 
on  this  subject,  but  I  am  called  up,  against  my  will,  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  WBirrLiavr.]  Bis  re- 
marks are  so  true,  and  so  just,  and  so  just  a  rebuke  to 
me,  that  I  am  compelled  to  make  confession  of  the  error 
of  my  ways.  He  is  right,  and  I  was  wrong.  It  was  I, 
air,  it  was  I  who  made,  inadvertently  made,  the  motion 
to  print  the  twenty  thousand  copies  of  the  President's 
message.  God  foi^ve  me!  sen^f  if  the  country  will  for- 
give me  for  this  one  time,  I  promise  never  to  be  caught 
■o  offending  again. 

But  I  have  been  paid  as  I  deserved  for  aasiBting  the 
Globe  to  thia  lucrative  job.    The  •♦glove"  was  thrown 
down  to  me  the  other  day  in  that  print,  and  I  hope  tlie 
House  will  permit  me  to  take  it  up  now.    Like  as  a 
Kentucklan  or  Old  Virginian  brags  of  his  *«  double-barrel 
gun,  his  pointer  dog,  and  hit  sweetheaH,"  so  did  Blair 
8&  Rives  meet  my  charge  of  gross  negligence  and  delay 
fn  the  public  printing.    I  charged  **  gross  negligence 
and.delay  in  the  execution  of  the  order  of  this  Houses" 
and  they  brag  that  they  have  **  the  best-arranged  office, 
'     the  best-provided  office,  the  most  unremittingly  labori- 
ous office,  in  the  city."    That  plea,  sir,  did  not  tender 
an  issue,  and  did  not  respond  to  the  charge.  The  Globe 
'     office  may  have  *'  executed  more  work  since  the  eom- 
'     meneement  of  the  present  session  of  Congress  than  was 
'     ever  performed  in  the  same  length  of  time  i"  but,  sir,  it 
has  not  done  that  work  for  us;  it  did  not  execute  our 
order  in  due  time;  and  I  repeat  the  charge  of  gross 
delay  in  the  printing  of  the  President's  message.    The 
'     President's  messsge  was  stale,  had  been  printed  in  every 


village  newspaper,  and  read  by  every  body;  had  |^ne 
to  our  remotest  boundaries,  and  nearly  come  back  again, 
before  a  half  dozen  copies  of  it  had  been  put  on  our 
tables;  a  month  had  nearly  elapsed  before  my  call  on 
the  Clerk  piled  up  any  considerable  number  on  our 
tables.  Why  was  this  delay?  No  sufficient  reason  baa 
been  or  can  be  assigned  for  it.  No  want  of  materiaia 
can  be  pleaded;  for  this  well-provided  office  had  plenty 
of  materials  to  furnish  thousands  of  copies  to  membera 
who  purchased  them.  Would  not  the  same  materiaia 
have  done  to -execute  the  order  of  the  House }  Or  wero 
the  ordered  copies  kept  back  until  the  whole  number  ol 
those  for  sale  waa  exhausted? 

Sir,  I  shall  vote  for  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  to  recommit  this  bill,  with  instructions;  not 
so  much  with  a  view  to  the  mileage  of  members,  as  to 
reduce  the  printing  bill  of  the  Houae  down  from  ila 
present  enormoua  sum  to  the  old  standard.    1  wbb« 
above  all  things,  to  see  the  amount,  of  **  the  Govern- 
ment"  patronage  to  the  public  press  reduced-«to  see 
**  the  Government"  patronage  divorced  from  the  public 
press.    The  patronage  which  the  Globe  alone  tvcetved 
from  the  executhre  Departments,  in  less  time  than  the 
last  two  years,  amounts  to  more  than  forty  thousand 
dollars!    The  cost  of  the  printing  of  the  House  alone, 
in  the  last  Congress,  was  more  than  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars!    Judging  of  the  future  by  tbs 
past— and  the  probability  of  an  increase,  in  fact,  being 
greater  than  that  of  a  diminution  of  printingt^the  print* 
ing  of  the  House  for  this  Congress  will  not.be  short  of 
that  for  the  last,  and  Blair  &  Rives  will,  for  the  next 
two  years,  enjoy  an  undivided  patronage  from  .<*  the 
Government"  of  little  short  of  two  hundred  thooaand 
dollars!    A  hundred  thousand  a  year!     How^an  the 
public  press  be  pure  ?    Is  It  a  wonder  that  It  is  degpuled 
and  corrupt?    That  it  (a  no  longer  a  faithful  sentinel, 
and  must  not  be,  cannot  be,  relied  on?    Is  there  no 
remedy?    Yes,  sir,  a  plain  one.    Give  me  a  comrotMee, 
with  power  to  ^send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  I  will 
^ow  you  that  the  public  printing  can  be  done  thirty 
per  cent,  cheaper  than  it  now  is.    Purchsae  your  own 
press,  sir,  and  employ  a  superintendent,  with  a  regular 
and  liberal  aalary;  give  employment  to  the  working  men 
to  do  job  work  alone;  and  remove  this  corruption,  thia 
atinking  bribery,  from  the  fountain  of  political  informa* 
tton.    X.et  the  political  press  depend  upon  the  patron* 
age  of  the  people  alone  for  its  support,  and  it  will  be 
more  faithful  to  them  and  to  truth.  If  it  costs  you  double 
what  corruption  does,  buy  purity  in  the  press  at  any 
price.     The  entire  amount  of  Executive,  Senate,  and 
House  printing  in  this  District  alone  is  little  short  of  half 
a  million  of  dollars,  according  to  the  new  edition  .of  the 
Blue  Bo<A;  and  from  thia  place  go  forth  the  <*  winged 
messengers"  of  information,  to  enlighten  or  deceive  the 
public  mind.    The  bribe  is  too  great,  too  strong,  for 
poor  human  nature  and  for  our  safety.    With  the  power 
of  appointment  to  and  removal  from  office,  with  the 
power  of  appointment  of  members  of  Congress  to  office^ 
with  the  Peat  Office  and  custom-houses,  with  thepublie 
money  and  the  pet  banks,  and  with  thia  enormous  power 
of  patronage  to  the  public  press,  "  the  Government" 
can  do  any  thing!    We  are  a  conaolidated  unit! 

Sir,  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  AdaxsI 
asks  if  we  will  take  up  this  bill  to  pajr  ourselves  first? 
I  aay  yes,  by  all  means.  I,  for  one,  will  never  consent 
to  postpone  the  Commons,  the  immediate  Repreaenta* 
tives  of  the  people,  the  House  of  Representatives,  to 
pay  the  President,  much  less  his  menials,  first.    I  wtU 

wait  on  this  House  first,  and  attend  to  them  afterwards* 

I  will  do  this  from  no  selfish  motive,  but  from  a  jealoua 
and  high-toned  sense  of  independence  and  dignity,  as  a 

Representative  of  the  people. 
Mr.  GU«LBT  made  a  brief  explanation  of  the  ci^oies 
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of  the  delay  that  had  taken  place.  It  wa«  in  no  way 
asatgnable  to  the  present  printers,  for  the  delay  had  not 
arisen  from  them. 

Mr.  LANE  said  the  only  remedy  that  could  be  applied 
was  to  pass  a  law  that  the  mileage  of  each  member 
should  be  published  to  the  world,  in  a  manner  to  be 
seen  and  read  by  the  people,  by  the  constituents  of  each 
member. 

Mr.  L.  voted  for  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Wisb]  to  print  an  extra  number  of  the 
President's  message,  and  he  neither  regretted  nor  felt  it 
his  duty  to  confeaa  his  error  for  giving  that  vote.  The 
extra  numbers  were  not  printed  for  the  benefit  of  the 
members  of  the  House,  but  for  the  people,  their  con- 
stituents. The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wisi] 
complain td  of  the  extra  printing  and  the  Government 
patronage  to  the  public  printer.  When,  said  Mr.  L., 
did  we  ever  hear  of  this  complaint?  Now  that  an  Amer- 
ican born  citizen,  pne  of  the  free  born  sons  of  Columbia, 
has  the  printing— otherwise  when  the  same  favors  were 
showered  upon  a  foreigner. 

Mr.  PARKER  drew  the  attention  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Whittlxsbt]  to  the  Post  Office  minori- 
ty report,  twenty-five  thousand  copies  of  which  were 
ordered,  at  his  instance,  to  be  printed  last  aession,  which 
cost  a  vast  deal  more  than  printing  the  President's  mes- 
sage {  and  which  contained  a  large  body  of  undigested 
evidence,  that  few  ever  read,  and  no  one  could  under^ 
stand.  Mr.  P.  then  referred  to  the  mass  of  memorials, 
petitions,  speeches,  &c.,  of  members  of  Congress,  du- 
ring the  *'  panic"  session,  which  fairly  blocked  up  the 
avenues  in  the  Capitol,  employed  some  score  or  two  of 
persons  to  fold,  and  the  very  folding  paper  to  one  speech, 
he  was  credibly  informed,  cost  the  country  upwards  of 
four  hundred  dollars.  Mr.  P.  said  it  would  be  found 
that,  for  years  past,  the  balance  of  public  printing  had 
been  in  favor  or  the  House. 

Mr.  WARDWELL  was  surprised  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  could  put  hi«  hand  on  no  other  document 
than  the  President's  message,  the  very  one,  of  all  others, 
ttiat  ought  to  be  distributed.  Mr.  W.  had  always  stren- 
uously opposed  the  extra  printing  by  that  Houae.  He 
would  ask,  who  ever  read  the  gentleman's  report,  of 
which  twenty-five  thousand  copies  were  printed?  It  was 
etr^nge  that  nothing  had  been  said  by  gentleman,  of  the 
expense  of  printing,  before  tt)e  present  session,  when, 
for  the  first  time,  a  printer  had  been  elected  favorable 
to  the  administration.  He  hoped  this  bill  would  not  be 
encumbered  with  the  subject  of  ipileage,  but  if  the  gen- 
tleman wished  an  alteration  in  the  law,  let  him  move  the 
customary  resolution. 

Mr*  WISE  again  rose  and  said:  Sir,  I  am  compelled 
Xo  say  that  the  explanations  given  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Gilibt]  of  the  delay  of  the  public  print- 
ing is  not  satisfactory!  not  at  all.  The  gentleman  says 
the  delay  was  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  printer  was  not 
elected  by  the  last  Congress,  and  that  necessarily  the 
public  printer  had  to  procure  his  materials  after  he  was 
elected  this  session.  Now,  this  is  too  bad-^too  disingen- 
tiotts.  I  put  it  to  the  candor  of  the  honorable  gentleman, 
did  not  Blair,  did  not  *<  the  party"  know — know  as  well 
as  they  now  know — know  beyond  a  moral  certainty,  that 
he  Mras  to  be  elected  publto  printer  before  this  House 
met?  Ay,  months  ago,  did  he  not  know  it  too  well  not 
to  begin  preparation  for  his  work?  Let  him,  let  the 
Globe  answer  me.  It  is  too  bad,  I  confeas,  thus  to  be 
forced  on  all  occac*ons  to  acknowledge  our  humiliation  i 
but  facts,  stubborn  facts,  must  stubbornly  be  told !  I  re- 
peat the  question— if  the  materials  were  not  ready  for 
our  order,  liow  came  they  to  be  ready  for  Blair  &  Rtves's 
own  sales  to  members.*  I  bought  one  hundred;  a  col- 
league tells  me  he  bought  twelve  hundred  {  you,  and  you, 
here,  there,  every  where,  (pointing  to  seats  around 


him,)  bought  of  Blair  &  Rives,  whilst  jron  wer««»tisg 
for  the  same  work  at  public  expense.  If  the  "oifti- 
vings^"  too,  were  not  ready  for  the  copies  with  theucci* 
panying  documents,  why  were  the  small  me«s(re«,re. 
out  the  accompanying  documents,  not  furnished?  Bliir 
&  Rives  had  to  aell  out  their  own  private  stock  on  \td 
before  they  executed  the  order  of  the  Hooie.  l^% 
printing  we  are  told  waa  done,  but  the  copiei  not  k' 
nished.    So  much  the  worse. 

The  frentletnan  from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  FAixn-an, 
that  in  the  last  Congress  the  balance  of  patronajre  loik 
press  was  against  the  administration;  that  Galea  &  S» 
ton  had  the  printing.  Sir,  I  am  making  no  snull,  perj 
issue.  I  said  **  the  Government"  patronage;  vbetk 
in  the  hands  of  one  party  or  another,  it  is  still  ptlronaf) 
and  Government  patronage.  But  now,  looking  prj^ 
pectively  for  the  next  two  years,  the  whole  of  the  exK- 
utive  printing,  and  of  the  printing  of  this  Houie,  fiils; 
little  short  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  is  to  be 
heaped  on  one  pet  office  of  <*  the  Government"  Hert' 
tofore,  the  printing  has  been  more  divided  aanon;  tie 
different  preases.  But  I  am  not  for  the  one  or  tbeoito 
printer,  or  for  any,  to  enjoy  this  immense  patronage-f 
am  for  taking  it  from  all.  Gentlemen  need  not  thro? 
up  Gales  &  Seaton  to  me.  I  never  voted  for  Galei  i 
Seatoni  and  I  will  not  debate  with  them  the  poor,  jf\'Mi 
contemptible  issue  between  Gales  &  Seaton  and  BUir* 
Rives,  or  any  other  party  printers.  If  their  inierefi^ff 
their  parties'  interests,  were  all  which  are  inroM  r 
this  question,  I  should  not  care  enough  about  it  to  brtu 
silence;  but  there  are  most  paramount  and  momentiA 
and  vital  interests  of  the  country  and  iU  future  *cl&« 
invol  red— interests  which  we  cannot  long  oveflotf. 
without  forgetting  our  country  in  the  low  and  grovel^ 
strifes  of  party— the  interests  of  independent  legisiftiioi. 
and  of  independence  in  the  public  mind. 

I  would  ask  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  > 
Parkbb]  whether,  when  he  was  stumbling  orer  (« 
speeches  Iving  about  and  obstructing  the  recenti  »" 
passsges  of  this  huge  building,  he  fell  upon  speeches^ 
one  side  alone?  Were  there  not  piles  upon  pHe<<^, 
••the  party"  speeches  as  well  as  of  ««the  panic"  speech 
He  says  during  the  panic  session^the  panic  session.  \^ 
sir,  it  was  a  panic  session;  "the  party"  wss  piniwtrotf 
for  a  while;  but  I  am  done  with  that.  I  do  not  metnu 
discusa  old  things.  I  mean  to  look  ahead,  snd  loe^ 
deavor  to  make  all  things  become  new.  Daring  tbt 
panic  session,  the  gentleman  says,  when  Gaies  &  Sntc? 
were  public  printers,  we  heard  nothing  of  extrawg*ng 
then  in  public  printing.  The  gentleman  is  out,  ir: « 
is  misUken:  there  was  a  committee  on  the  «>bj«i^ 
abuses  expressly  appointed,  at  the  head  of  winch  *» 
placed  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgiti  [»' 
CiATTov,]  but  that  committee  could  never,  or  didnertj. 
report.  I  have  never  known,  though  I  could  ^^ 
perhaps,  why  that  committee  never  did  «POf**  ' 
honorable  friend  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  >(cKiT]<^ 
a  member  of  that  committee,  and  he,  no  doubt,  csnK 


us  why,  and  can  tell  us,  too,  of  some  abuses  which  si 
have  been  reported.  .    j 

The  gentleman  not  only  complains  of  the  prinlinj  w 
panic  speeches,  but  also  of  the  Post  Office  report. 
am  not  astonished,  sir,  at  his  complaining  of  the  p^ '' 
ing  of  25,000  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Post  Ofi« 
Committee— that  was  a  "  panic  report !"  But  the  co^ 
plaint  only  shows  how  far  reform  would  go.  B'  ^ 
thsft  report  was  very  voluminous,  and  was  «**^„  .?,S[ 
body.  It  is  so  much  the  better  for  •«  the  party  «t^ 
report  has  been  read  by  nobody.  But  let  bim  oot^ 
that  flattering  unction  to  his  soul.  Sir,  ll>»f  "H 
which  was  the  result  of  the  joint  industry,  »'» J*>''^. 
acuteness,  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  (Mr.  ""vL] 
set]  and  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  [Hr.  Era^^^J 
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Ihan  whom  there  are  not,  and  never  were,  in  Congreis, 
two  more  uieful  and  faithful  representatives  of  the  peo- 
r>l«-      That  report  broke  up  the  nest,  probed  the  old 
tore,  and  laid  bare  the  corruption  of  that  Department. 
I  do  not  know  that  all  the  foul  matter  has  run  out  yet, 
and  that  it  may  not  yet  become  more  corrupt  than  ever. 
There  are  some  other  departments  which  I  should  like 
to  see  probed.     There  are  your  land  offices,  and  yuur 
Indian  bureaux,  which,  if  all  I  believe  is  true,  are  now, 
and  have  been  for  a  long  time,  fcstei  inic  with  as  stink- 
ing;  corruption  as  ever  ulcerated  the  Post  Office.     I 
should  like  to  see  about  35,000  copies  of  just  such  panic 
reports  printed  upon  each  of  those  departments.     Well 
may  gentlemen  complain  of  the  distribution  of  such  in- 
formation as  that  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Poet  Of- 
fice Committee.     Such  information  to  the  people  is  well 
calculated  to  strike  "the  party"  with  a  panic!     Sir, 
25,000  copies  of  that  report  were  not  haU*  enough  for  a 
population  of  twelve  millions.    It  told  a  tale  of  corrup- 
tion, where  all  should  be  as  pure  as  the  air  of  your 
mountains,  in  a  republic.     Would  that  I  could  believe  if 
would  produce  a  real  bonafide  reform — not  a  reform, 
such  as  party  politicians  hold  up  to  the  desire  and  ex- 
pectation of  the  people — not  a  reform  merely  to  turn 
out  and  put  in,  but  a  radical  reform,  a  cure,  a  hcalinj^f 
of  the  disease.     It  did  all  it  could  do:  it  informed  us  of 
the  disease;  it  let  out  some  fetid  matter.    But  I  fear  it 
exposed  a  most  fearful  character  of  the  disease.     1  fear 
it  is  the  king'H  evil  on  the  body  politic!    It  is  not  always 
to  cure,  to  become  informed  of  a  malady.    You  may 
stop  up  one  rat-liole,  sir,  and  they  will  gnaw  another. 
You  may  cicatrize  one  old  sore,  and  another  will  break 
out  on  some  other  part  of  the  body.    I  desire  the  peo- 
ple to  become  acquainted  with  the  case  and  its  type} 
and  I  do  desire,  above  all  things,  that  they  will  doctor 
it.     Such  panic  reports,  I  say,  sir,  are  of  vastly  more 
importance  than  your  President's  messages,  and  all  your 
Secretaries'  reports,  which  never  pretend  to  expose 
abuses.      Expose  abuses!   which  rather  smooth  over 
some  things  that  must  not  be  known  for  the  admioistrap 
tion'ssake!    Yes,  sir,  where  I  would  print  one  Presi- 
dent's message,  T  would  print  one  thousand  copies  of 
any  report  which  exposes  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  to  the  nation. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Waxvwsll] 
says  it  is  the  first  time  that  the  administrmtioo  haa  had  its 
printer.  The  administration  ita  printer!  Why,  air, 
here  is  the  doctrine  of  the  "spoils*' distinctly  avowed 
on  this  floor.  The  administration  its  printer!  I  repu- 
diate, I  despise,  I  scorn,  I  detest,  I  abhor,  such  a  doc- 
trine! It  is  servile,  it  is  corrupting,  it  is  mercenary. 
The  administration  its  printer!  This  is  tlie  feeling; 
here  it  isi  and  what  doea  it  say  to  us  and  to  the  Ameri- 
can people.'  I  pray  you,  sir,  and  them  to  look  at  it,  to 
mark  it,  and  to  reprobate  it  as  1  do.  We  are  not  safe, 
the  Government  is  not  safe»  if  such  abominable  senti- 
ments shall  obtain  a  footing  amongst  us.  What,  sir!  is 
it  avowed  that  the  press,  too,  belongs  to  the  victors? 
Yea,  all! 

Ay!  and  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  WAftn- 
wrjj.]  ssys,  too,  that  these  questions  about  mileage— 
these  honest  questions  about  corruption,  and  all  that — 
come  from  new  saembers.  Indeed!  there  b  a  confes- 
sion for  you.  True,  sir,  though  too  true.  We  come 
,  here  honest,  at  least  professing  to  be  honest,  but  we 
are  not  here  long  before  wc  become  **  used  to  almost 
anything!"  [Here  Mr.  Cams asuve  whispered  to  Mr. 
Wisi,  <*how  is  it  with  yo«i,  Wias?"  to  which  Mr.  W. 
replied,  looking  at  Mr.C,]  I  am  no  better  than  1  should 
be,  but  I  am  not  yet,  thank  God,  **  a  hardened  sinner!" 
1  do  not  know  how  long,  a  little  **  figuring,"  perhaps, 
might  tell  how  long,  I  sliall  be  disposed  to  act  with  the 
new  members;  but  I  am  glad  there  are  many  new  mem* 
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bers  in  this  House,  and  I  hope  they  will  haste  to  do 
their  duty  whilst  they  are  "fresh  from  the  people!" 

Mr.  CRAIG  moved  that  the  House  adjourn;  but  with- 
drew it  to  enable  the  Speaker  to  present  sundry  com- 
munications from  the  heads  of  Departments. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House  the  foL 
lowing  message  from  the  Prendent  of  the  United  Slatet; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

To  Ike  House  of  Repreeen/aHoea  of  the  Untied  Siaiet: 

Having  laid  before  Congress,  on  the  9tb  uUimPi  the 
correspondence  which  had  previously  taken  pli^ce  rela- 
tive to  the  controv«rnr  between  Ohio  and  Michigsn,  oil 
the  question  of  boundary  between  that  Stat^  ana  Terri- 
tory, I  now  transmit  reports  from  the  Secr/rttries  of 
State  and  War  on  the  subject,  with  the  papers  .thsrcio 
referred  to, 

AND«IiW  JACK90N. 

Wasbivotov,  January  11,  1836. 
The  House  tfien  adjourned. 


WSDNBSOAT,  jAVUAftT    IS. 

SLAVERY  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  following  resolution,  heretolbre  ofibred  by  Mr. 
Jastis,  came  up  ia  order: 

Beaolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  Ibis  House,  the  sub* 
iect  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum* 
bia  ought  not  to  be  entertained  by  Congress.  And  b« 
it  further  resolved,  that  in  case  any  petition  prairing  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  ef  Columbia  b|s  bere- 
itfter  presented,  it  is  the  deliberate  opinion  of  the  Hooat 
that  the  same  ought  to  be  lud  upon  the  table  withonfc 
being  referred  or  printed. 

The  auettion  pending  was  the  following  aaendmeiit, 
offered  by  Mr.  Wisb: 

^•Beeohedt*'  That  there  is  no  power  of  tegirfation 
granted  by  the  constitution  to  the  Congrts*  of  th^  Uni- 
ted States  to  abolisli  sUvery  in  the  District  of  CokimbUt 
and  that  any  attempt  by  Congress  to  Icgsriate  upon  the 
subject  of  slavery,  will  be  not  only  unautkortacd  but 
dangerous  to  the  union  of  the  Stales. 

Mr.  JARYIS  modified  bia  revolution  as  foltows: 

Whereaa  any  attempt  in  this  Hou^e  to  agUMe  the 
question  of  slaverv  ia  cakuUted  to  disturb  the  oeroprOf 
mises  of  the  constitution,  to  endanger  the  Union*  and« 
if  persisted  in,  to  destroy  the  peace  and  prosperity  of 
the  country.    Ttierefore, 

iZesoftm/,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  thb  House,  the  sub- 
ject of  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Dittriet  of  Colum- 
bia ought  not  to  be  entertained  by  Congress.  And  it  m 
further  resolved,  that  in  caae  any  petition  praying  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Distrid  isf  Colombia  be 
hereafter  presented,  it  is  the  deKbente  opinion  of  the 
House  tJiat  the  same  ought  to  be  laid  upon  the  table* 
without  being  referred  or  printed. 

Mr.  ALLAN,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  Uy  the  resolu* 
tion  at  modified,  and  the  amendment,  on  the  tabk. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Virginia,  asked  finr  the  yets  and 
nkys  on  the  motion;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  PARKER  called  for  the  readhig  of  the  refieliiUon« 
aa  modified;  which  was  done. 

Mr.  HOLSEY  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  He  wtt 
upon  the  floor  when  this  subject  wtt  last  before  the 
House;  and  he  supposed  that  he  was  entitled  to  the 
floor;  and  that  the  motion  to  lay  the  subject  on  the 
table  could  not  be  received  under  the  circamsttnces. 

The  CHAIR  stid  if  the  gentlemtn  had  dtined  the 
floor  when  the  subject  was  first  announced,  he  trould 
have  been  entitled  to  it.  But  as  he  had  not  dene  to  be« 
fore  several  gentlemen  had  risen,  and  a  nodificttioa  of 
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fhe  resolution  had  been  made,  it  was  now  too  late  to 
press  his  rip^ht  to  the  floor.  ' 

Mr.  MANK,  of  New  York,  inquired  whether  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table  was  in  order,  a  simi- 
lar one  havinfif  been  made  on  a  former  occasion. 

The  CHAIR  stated  that  the  motion  was  in  order. 
Since  the  vote  referred  to,  other  matters  had  been  in- 
troduced. 

The  question  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  subject  on  the 
table  was  decided  by  yeas  and  na^s,  as  follows:  Yeas  .58, 
nays  156. 

Ybas — ^Messrs.  J.  Q.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman 
Allen,  Ash,  Bailey,  Barton,  Beaumont,  Bond,  Borden, 
Brignfs,  Buchanan,  Carr,  George  Chambers,  Clark,  Cor- 
win.  Crane,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Evans,  Fowler,  Graves, 
Grennell,  Hanneji^n,  Hard,  Harlan,  Hazeltine,  Hen- 
derson, Hiester,  Hoar,  Howell,  Hunt,  Ingersoll,  Janes, 
Laporte,  Lawrence,  Lincoln,  8.  Mason,  McCarty,  Mc- 
Kennan,  MilVigan,  Montgomery,  Morris,  Parker,  Dutee 
J.  Pearce,  Phillips,  Potts,  Reed,  Russell,  Slade,  Span- 
gler,  Sprague,  Sutherland,  Underwood,  Vinton,  Web- 
ster .Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Wiinams-58. 

Nats;— Messrs.  Anthony,  Beale,  Bean,  Beardsley,  Bell, 
Bockeei  Bouldin,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Bunch,  Bums, 
Bynuro,  William  B.  Calhoun*  Cambreleng,  Campbell, 
Carter,  Casey,  John  Chambers,  Chancy,  Chapman,  Cba- 

{>in,  Childs,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  J.  F.H.  Claiborne,  Cleve- 
and.  Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cushman, 
■Davis,  Deberry,  Denny,  Dickson,  Doubleday,  Drom- 
goole,  Efner,  Everett,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  French,  Fry, 
Philo  C.  Fuller,  William  K.  Fuller,  James  Garland,  Rice 
Garland,  Gillet,  Glascock,  Granger,  Grantlsnd,  Grayson* 
Griffin,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hiland  Hall,  Hamer,  Ham- 
mond,  Hardin,  Harper,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Albert  G. 
Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holsey,  Hopkins, 
Howard,  Hubley,  Huntington,  Hunstman,  Ingham,  Ja 
bez  Jackion,  Jarvis,  Joseph  Johnson,  R.  M.  Johnson, 
Cave  Johnson,  Henry  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Benja- 
min Jones,  Judson,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Klingen- 
amith.  Lane,  Lansing,  Lawler,  Gideon  Lee,  Luke  Lea, 
Leonardi  Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Abijah  Mann, 
Job  Mann,  Manning,  Martin,  J.  Y.  Mason,  William  Ma- 
son, Moses  Mason,  Maury,  May,  McComas,  McKay, 
McKeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Mercer,  Miller,  Moore, 
Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Parks,  Patterson, 
Patton,  F.  Pierce,  James  A.  Pearce,  Petttgrew,  Peyton, 
Phelps,  Pickens,  Pinckney,  Rencher,  John  Reynolds, 
Joaeph  RejmoUs,  Roane,  Rogers,  Seymour,  William  B. 
Shepard,  Augufline  H.  Shepperd,  Shieldit,  Shinn,  Steele, 
Storer,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  John  Thomson,  Waddy 
Thompson,  Toucey,  Towns,  l*urncr,  Turrill,  Vander- 
poel,  Wagener,  Ward,  WardweU,  Weeks,  White, 
Wise— 155. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HOLSEY  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  CA&lBRELENG  suggested  to  the  gentleman  to 
postpone  his  remarks,  inasmuch  as  the  morning  hour 
was  about  to  expire. 

Mr.  HOLSEY  said  it  was  evident  that  it  woukl  be  al- 
most  impossible  to  arrive  at  a  decision  on  this  subject, 
if  they  were  to  be  restricted  to  a  small  portion  of  the 
morning  hour.  Under  these  circumstances,  he  would 
move  to  postone  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject until  Tuesday  next,  and  that  it  be  made  the  special 
order  for  that  day. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  moved  to  print  the  resolution  and 
amendment. 

Mr.  PARKS  moved  to  postpone  the  subject,  and 
make  it  the  special  order  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  OWENS  hoped  his  colleague  [Mr.  Holsst] 
would  accept  the  latter  propoaition  as  a  modification  of 
his  nsotion. 

.   Mr.  R.  M.  JOHNSON  reminded  the  gentleman  that 


he  contemplated  asking  the  House  to  consider  the  forti- 
fication bill  to-morrow.  He  hoped  the  motion  to  post- 
pone until  Tuesday  would  prevail,  or  that  the  geotk- 
man  from  Maine  would  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  PARKS  said  he  would  be  glad  to  comph  viih 
the  request  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [MrJws- 
80V{]  but  he  must  be  excused.  I'he  peace  and  quiet 
of  the  country  required  that  this  qutation  should  bt 
speedily  settled. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  was  in  favor  of  the  postpor 
ment  until  Tuesday,  with  a  view  that  the  appropratk* 
bills  should  be  in  the  mean  time  taken  up  and  acted  ok. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  subject  wm  tbes 
postponed  until  Teusday  next,  made  the  speciil  «■ 
der  for  tliat  dj^,  and  the  propositions  directed  ts  be 
printed. 

AMENDMENT  OF  RULES. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee,  called  the  attention  oT  ik 
House  to  a  business  which  was  of  the  first  importance'.!) 
be  considered.  We  are  now  in  the  fifth  or  sixth  veek 
of  the  session,  and  the  rules,  the  defects  in  which  ven 
so  seriously  felt,  had  not  yet  been  amended,  though 
according  to  the  general  sense  of  the  House»thfyr^ 
quired  amendment.  They  had  been  referred  to  a  sefe^ 
committee,  and  several  very  important  amendments  bad 
been  reported  for  the  consideration  of  the  Hoof 
Gentlemen  had  given  notice  that  they  would  r(wIay»o^ 
to-morrow  call  for  the  consideration  of  the  most  ii^ 
portant  appropriation  bills,  which  would  create  as  caud 
debate  and  excitement  as  any  subject  which  wouU  co« 
before  the  House  at  this  session.  He  thought  it  dm^ 
sary  that  the  House  should  appropriate  this  day  to  tte 
amendment  of  the  rules.  He  knew  the  Chair,  uv&f 
the  existing  rules,  must  find  much  difficulty  and  tmi- 
rassment  in  directing  the  business  of  the  House,  and  im 
had  it  in  his  power  to  exert  an  important  influence  « 
the  proceedings  of  the  House,  though  he  did  not  iropu" 
to  the  present  occupant  of  the  chair  the  cxerciie  <hwJ 
undue  influence.  The  defects  of  the  rules  snd  orteii 
ought  to  be  supplied  before  the  House  procecOefl 
further  in  the  business  of  the  session. 

Mr.  MANN  said  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Coraro"- 
tec  on  the  Rules  and  Orders  to  ask  the  House  wcofr 
sider  the  report  at  ah  early  day.  There  cw**^,  i  „ 
no  more  inconvenience  felt  for  the  want  of  rules  to* 
there  bad  been  for  the  last  two  years.  'Hje  tvm 
rules,  until  others  were  adopted,  were  the  same  wiwc 
had  been  in  force  for  the  last  four  or  five  years. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  take  up  tlie  orders  of  the  day. 

SEMINOLE  HOSTILITIES. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  rcpresion  «> 
the  hostilities  of  the  Seminole  Indians  in  Fiondi.^ 
turned  with  an  amendment  from  the  Senate,  ^**^  . 
up,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  conimrt|«° 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  sUie  oi  ^^ 
Union.  . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House  »f" 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  univn 
(Mr.  CoHNOB  in  the  chair.)  .     .. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  mwiOfi^ 
propriations  for  the  repression  of  Indian  boatiuties 
agreed  to.  .       ^ 

The  consideration  of  the  bill  making  P«''^*'/f  i|,e  | 
priations  for  the  support  of  the  Govcrotncnt  w 
year  1836  was  taken  up,  and,  on  motion  of  Hr* 
BRELENG,  postponed. 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATIONS.  . 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  tbe  ^ 
upon  the  naval  appropriation  bill. 
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Mr.  CAMBRELENO  moved  to  insert  an  item  of 
$15»000«  to  defray  the  extra  services  for  surveying  the 
coasts  and  harbora  of  the  United  States  from  1830,  &c. 
Kgreed  to. 

Mr.  C.  also  moved  to  strike  out  the  proposed  appro- 
priation of  $200,000,  for  the  purchase  of  sites,  and  erec- 
tion of  marine  barracks,  near  Chartestown,  Massachu- 
setts, New  York,  Norfolk,  and  Pensacola. 

Mr.  C.  briefly  advocated  the  propriety  of  striking  out 
the  item,  on  the  ground  of  its  being,  in  itself,  an  inno- 
vation, and  probably  unnecessary.  It  was  thought  by 
Tnany  distinguished  officers,  that  the  corps  itself  was  an 
unnecessary  appendage  to  the  navy,  ana  only  requisite 
to  keep  up  subordination,  where  the  system  of  impress- 
ment prevailed.  The  money  was  abo  required  for  the 
repair  of  fortifications,  &c. 

Mr.  WISE  and  Mr.  SUTHERLAND  briefly  defended 
the  character  and  utility  of  the  marine  corps. 

Mr.  V  ANDERPOEL  said,  if  a  vote  in  favor  of  striking 
out  was  to  be  considered  as  the  expression  of  an  opinion, 
on  his  part,  that  the  marine  corps  was  unnecessary  and 
ought  to  be  dispensed  with,  he  would  vote  against  the 
motion  to  strike  out  the  item  in  the  bill,  fur  the  building 
of   marine   barracks.      He  was  not  prepared,   unless 
blessed  with  more  lights  than  he  now  possessed,  to  give 
a  vote  from  which  it  might  be  inferred  that  be  consid- 
ered the  marine  corps  useless.     His  honorable    cot- 
league  had  represented  these  marines  as  being  a  sort  of 
amphibious  creatures,  belonging  not  strictly  to  the  land 
or  the  water.     Still  he  was  not  aware  that  the  Navy 
Department  had  recommended  a  dispensation  with  this 
corps,  or  that  the  navy  commissionera  or  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Aflaira  in  this  House  had  expressed  any  opinion 
against  the  utility -of  this  corps.     He  was  informed  by  a 
member  of  that  committee  near  him  [Mr.  Wisb]  that  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  were  decidedly  in  favor  of 
the  retention  of  this  marine  corps.     Fur  his  own  part, 
he  had  always  underatood  that  they  were  extremely 
useful  and  efficient  in  time  of  engagement.     He  knew 
very  little  about  the  details  of  their  duty,  but  he  believ- 
ed that  they  carried  small  arms,  and  when  two  hostile 
ships  came  within  musket  shot  of  each  other,  a  faithful 
and  well-disciplined  marine  corps  must  be  very  efficient. 
He  had  always  underatood  that  one  of  the  most  gallant 
officers,  whose  loss  this  country  had  ever  mourned,  had 
been  killed  by  a  shot  from  one  of  the  enemy's  marine 
corps;  and  he  could  not  vote  to  strike  out  the  section 
under  consideration,   if  he  was  to  be  considered  as 
thereby  indicating  his  conviction  that  the  marine  corps 
was  unnecessary,  and  ought  therefore  to  be  dispensed 
with. 

Mr.  BELL  drew  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the 
items  for  making  additions  and  improvements  to  the 
various  navy  yards^  amounting,  in  the  aggregate,  to  up- 
wards of  $600,000.  He  thought  not  a  dollar  beyond 
the  absolute  necessary  repairs  should  be  expended {  for, 
in  case  of  an  exigency,  such  as  rumored,  men  and  ships, 
and  not  navy  yards,  were  wanted.  He  thought  at  least 
this  $200,000  ought  to  be  stricken  out,  and  the  $600,000, 
too,  unless  the  exigencies  of  the  naval  service  required 
it,  with  which  Mr.  B.  confessed  himself  not  to  be  suffi- 
ciently versed  to  be  able  to  say  himself. 

Mr.  PARKER  thought,  in  case  of  war,  nothing  re- 
quired more  attention  than  our  navy  yards,  and  he  main- 
tained that  this  was  one  of  the  most  necessary  and  indis- 
pensable appropriations  of  the  whole  bill.  He  hoped 
at  least  the  $600,000  would  not  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  said  the  question  was  not 
to  dispense  with  the  marine  corpa  at  all,  but  whether 
they  should  postpone,  to  some  future  period,  the  propo- 
sition to  accommodate  ttie  two  diflTerent  branches  of  the 
naval  service  with  distinct  barracks.  He  hoped  ttie 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  would  be 


adopted,  and  the  item  stricken  out.  He  also  drew  the 
attention  of  the  committee  to  the  necessity  of  passing 
this  bill  as  speedily  as  was  consistent  with  its  full  de- 
liberation. 

Mr.  MILLER  said  a  few  words  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  stated  that  the  item  had  not 
undergone  the  full  examination  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  for  if  it  had,  they  never  would  have 
inserted  it  at  all.  It  did  not  belong  to  that  committee, 
but  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs^  It  was  a  new 
matter,  not  belonging  to  an  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  HARPER,  of  Pennsylvania,  would  vote  for  the 
amendment,  because  he  did  not  desire  to  see  the  marine 
corps  too  much  separated  from  the  navy,  nor  made  a 
distinct  branch  of  the  service.  Besides,  he  thought  the 
proposition  in  other  respects  unnecessary,  because  there 
was  plenty  of  accommodation  for  them  already  provided. 

Mr.  WISE  should  vote  for  the  amendment,  not  be- 
cause the  marine  corps  were  not  desired,  but  because 
they  were  more  efficient  where  they  were. 

Mr.  YANDERPOEL  said  he  should  support  the 
amendment  for  the  same  reason. 

The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the  item 
stricken  out. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
sum  of  $950,000  *'  for  the  repaira  of  vessels  in  ordinary, 
and  the  repairs  and  wear  and  tear  of  vessels  in  commis- 
sion," and  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  sum  of  $2,000,00P 
for  the  same  objects. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  was  instructed  to  move  this  amend- 
ment by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  with  one 
single  exception;  but,  in  saying  this,  he  begged  also  to 
observe,  without  reference  to  the  question  «f  war,  that 
he  feared  not  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  the  meas- 
ure. Mr.  C.  referred  to  the  state  of  our  relations  with 
Mexico  and  with  France,  as  a  reason  for  requiring  thi^ 
additional  appropriation  for  the  navy. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  South  Carolina,  said  that  the 
honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  need  not  have  been  so  superfluous  as  to  have  de- 
clared that  he  was  willing  to  assume  the  responsibility  of 
this  recommendation.  These  are  times  (said  Mr.  T.) 
when  it  is  the  fashion  to  assume  responsibility,  and  in  np 
case  certainly  more  striking  than  this.  The  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams]  said  the  other  day  that 
these  were  times  of  change.  It  is  true.  Not  only  the 
powere  of  one  department  of  the  Government  are 
assumed  by  another,  but  the  appropriate  duties  of  one 
committee  are  assumed  by  another.  As  to  all  matters 
of  finance,  it  is  my  duty  to  look  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means;  but  I  have  yet  to  learn  to  what  au- 
thority reports  from  that  committee  are  entitled  upon 
subjects  appropriate  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affiiir^, 
and  the  still  more  important  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations. I  repeat,  sir,  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  on  matters  properly  belonging  to  it,  is  entitled 
to  our  confidence,  and  the  more  so  because  the  chairman 
of  that  committee  is  a  practical  and  successful  merchant. 
But,  sir,  as  to  other  matters,  we  have  had  to-day  a  prac- 
tical illustration  in  the  subject  last  considered  by  the 
House,  where  all  the  lights  which  we  had  were  from 
tiMt  committee— lights  which  only  made  «<  darkness  visi- 
ble."  If  these  appropriations  arc  necessary,  without 
reference  to  our  present  foreign  relations,  let  us  have 
information  upon  the  subject  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  with  the  usual  and  proper  estimates,  and  coming 
to  us  through  our  Naval  Committee,  and  I  shall  not  op- 
pose them.  If  necessary  with  reference  to  those  foreign 
relations,  let  us  wait  for  information  from  the  Executive; 
if  as  an  ordinary  appropriation,  as  at  present  advise^, 
they  seem  too  large;  if  with  reference  to  our  relations 
with  France,  they  are  too  small;  give  us  but  light,  and 
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we  win  be  »b1e  to  let  understand! nj^ly,  and  in  a  way  that 
becomea  tlilt  Conerevs,  the  guardians  of  the  interests 
and  the  honor  of  the  American  people.  Why,  sir,  have 
we  not  that  information?  Some  gentlemen  seem  to  have 
it— at!  are  Entitled  to  it.  Who  are  we,  sir,  that  are  thus 
called  upon  to  take  a  step  that  may  have  a  most  impor- 
tant bearing  upon  the  highest  interest  of  any  people— a 
bearing,  sir,  upon  the  g^eat  question  of  peace  or  war' 

The  Representatives  of  the  people  are  a  part  of  the 
Government,  without  whose  concurrence  no  measure 
connected  with  this  deeply  interesting  question  can  be 
adopted.  It  is  our  right  to  have,  to  demand,  sir,  all  the 
information  which  may  be  in  the  possession  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive. Unless  fully  advised,  and  under  the  mo^t  in- 
exorable necessity,  I  will  take  no  step  which  may  weigh 
a  feather  in  the  now  nicely  adjusted  balance  of  peace  or 
war.  I  do  fear,  sir,  that  we  may  yet  be  involved  in  a 
trar  with  Prance  1 1  am  determined,  fur  one,  (and  if  only 
one,  that  determination  shall  not  be  shaken,)  that  I  will 
have  no  share  in  bringing  it  on.  No,  sir,  when  it  does 
come,  I  am  resolved  that  I  will  be  able  to  say  to  my  con- 
stituents and  the  country,  my  hands  are  clear  of  it;  you 
shall  not  say  that  I  did  it.  Let  it  not  be  said  that,  whilst 
1  admit  the  possibility  of  such  a  war,  I  will  not  vote  to 
prepare  for  it.  Not  so,  bir.  When  that  war  is  inevita- 
Dle,  when  the  interest  or  the  honor  of  the  nation  (its 
honor  is  its  interest)  shall  demand  it,  and  when  1  am  put 
in  possession  of  all  the  information  on  the  subject,  then, 
air,  and  not  until  then,  will  I  take  any  such  responsi- 
bility! and  not,  sir,  until  I  am  so  advised  by  that  depart- 
ment of  the  Government  whose  duty  it  is  to  advise  me 
on  the  subject.  I  will  not  make  war  in  this  indirect 
manner,  on  the  discussion  of  a  clause  in  the  appropria- 
tion bill  I  nor  wilt  I  do  any  thing  that  may  have  the  re- 
motest tendency  to  that  end.  Wa^  with  France,  air! 
The  very  idea  would  be  ridiculous  if  it  did  not  involve 
consequences  and  issues  so  infinitely  important  and  mo- 
mentous. Although  1  repeat  I  have  serious  apprehen- 
sions that  we  may  be  involved  in  war,  I  will  do  nothing 
that  msly  lead  to  it.  As  matters  now  stand,  there  is  no 
cause  01  war;  nor  do  I  believe  there  is  the  slightest 
reason  to  anticipate  that  France  will  strike  the  first  blow. 
It  is  with  us  to  choose  both  whether  we  are  to  have  that 
war,  and  the  time  for  it.  Let  us  wait  for  intelligence  of 
the  reception  of  the  President's  message  in  France;  let 
us  not  add  to  the  existing  difficulties  of  an  adjustment. 
The  controversy  with  France  is  narrowed  down  to  a 
mere  point  of  etiquette  and  punctilio;  so  narrowed 
down,  sir,  that,  in  such  a  controversy  between  two  gen- 
tlemen,  if  I,  as  the  friend  of  one  of  them,  were  to  allow 
them  to  ro  on  the  field  of  single  combat,  and  either 
were  to  fall,  I  should  regard  myself  guilty  of  murder. 

When  I  use  this  strong^  language,  sir,  it  is  due  that  I 
should  glance — and  the  time  and  occasion  only  admit  of 
a  glance — at  the  origin,  progress,  and  present  position 
of  the  controveny.  By  a  treaty  concluded  with  the 
French  ministry,  indemnity  is  secured  for  certain  spo- 
liations upon  our  commerce;  and,  what  is  more,  an  im- 
portant stipulation,  and  of  great  advantage  to  France, 
of  the  treaty  of  1803,  is  surrendered;  a  stipulation  so 
important  that  the  most  distinguished  memoer  of  the 
French  Chambers  opposed  to  the  treaty  declared  that 
he  regarded  the  indemnity  of  twenty-five  millions  as 
nothing  to  it.  Two  separate  commissions,  appointed  by 
the  French  Government  to  investigate  these  claims,  had, 
af^er  laborious  investigation,  reported  the  amount  due 
us  to  be  about  thirteen  millions.  A  sum  is  sgreed  to  be 
paid  nearly  double  that  amount.  Was  this  not  enough 
to  create  distrust  on  the  part  of  the  French  Chambers; 
enough  to  make  them  doubt  about  the  treaty,  and  re- 
quire them  to  look  fully  into  it;  when  there  is  added  to 
all  this  tliat  our  minister  first  demanded  seventy  millions, 
gradually  came  do.n  n  to  twenty-five  miUioiis;  like  a  Jew 


selling  a  yard  of  calico,  af^er  the  demand  of  ktoi'j, 
accepted  twenty-five  milTions,  and  l>oasted  (with  bat 
much  of  dignity  and  justice  I  do  not  say)  thatereQiKi 
sum  would  pay  every  cent  due  American  e'ltiin^ 
(thereby  acknowledging  that  his  demand  of  the  higher 
sum  was  not  just;)  and,  further,  that  not  more  thtnoe 
fif\h  of  the  French  claims  were  conceded? 

I  have  known  a  horse  jockey  to  beast  thst  he  hi! 
cheated  a  gentleman;  but  a  boast  like  this  I  rather  \&k 
occurs  for  the  first  time  In  the  history  of  diplonur 
What,  sir,  a  boast  of  an  advantage  obtained  in  the  if- 
ttement  of  a  pecuniary  claim;  and  that  advantage,  *fl^ 
obtained  by  Us  from  France,  above  all  nattoniontk 
earth  from  which  we  should  have  demred  it!  No«d 
advantage  was  obtained;  and  the  President  says,  "tht 
the  settlement  involved  a  sacrifice,  was  knovn  it  tit 
time.'*  Not  surely  known  by  Mr.  Rives,  beomel* 
could  not  then  have  made  the  boast;  but  it  sorely  odgirt 
to  have  been  known  by  him. 

Was  it  not  enough  to  excite  the  suspicions  of  (he 
French  Government,  that  our  negotiator  had  thus  boi* 
ed  of  the  advantage  he  had  gained — ^whether  wiihff 
without  cause  is  not  material?  In  thii  atate  oftbn^ 
late  in  the  discussion,  the  difficulty  is  suddenly  sproi^ 
that  eight  millions  had  already  been  paid  by  the  Spion 
Government  in  the  Florida  treaty.  The  Due  de  Brop 
wa4  unable  satisfactorily  to  answer  it,  and  said  tbit  'Mk 
bad  but  a  confused  recollection  of  that  treaty."  He  fk 
had  made  the  treaty  of  indemnity,  whose  duty  it  wiite 
have  known  all  about  the  Florida  treaty,  was  ontbleii 
explain  satisfactorily  the  difficulty.  Under  these  crrco* 
stances,  was  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  treaty  wii  ^ 
jected,  and  only  by  six  votes,  in  a  body  of  more  th» 
three  hundred  and  fifty?  What  then,  sir?  Wtf  * 
treaty  abandoned?  No,  far  from  it.  A  nat'ionil  xtm 
is  fitted  out.  The  King  of  France  would  not  truit  to  ^ 
ordinary  conveyance,  but  sent  a  national  vesKl  to  e»- 
vey  to  our  Government  the  assurance  of  his  contiMS 
and  faithful  efforts  to  procure  the  ratification,  and  of  k« 
hopes  of  being  able  still  to  accomplish  it,  and  entreitsf 
that  nothing  m'^glit  be  done  to  add  to  the  difficulties  v^ 
ready  existing.  In  this  stage  of  the  matter,  the  Pru- 
dent, in  his  annual  message,  very  distinctly  '""''"^JJJ^ 
opinion  in  favor  of  reprisals  on  the  property  of  rrw« 
citizens,  to  avenge  a  national  wrong  by  the  «'*][]*? 
the  property  of  private  citiaens;  and  this,  too,  «WW 
followed  by  the  recommendation  of  our  ™'!"J*L 
France,  that  our  Government  should  a^umeahigbt^j 
and  use  strong  language— very  distinctly  l"'''"**'"£S. 
threats  would  extort  from  the  French  people  thit  ^ 
their  sense  of  justice  had  refused.  Sir,  I  wu  »>!<^^^; 
when  I  read  that  communication.     I  was  surpriiw «» 


such  an  idea  ever  could  have  occurred  to  any  one, 


still 


more,  air,  to  a  gentleman  whose  judgment  ought  whj^ 
been  nutured,  and  who  had  the  reputation  of  w^T 
and  experience,  and  with  a  thorough  knowledge  oi 
French  character — a  people,  brave,  proud,  and  s'*^  ' 
to  a  proverb.  I  feel,  sir,  an  extreme  difficulty  m  ip«V' 
ing  of  this  matter,  without  subjecting  myself  to  a  <W 
of  a  want  of  American  feeling.     But,  sir,  whiirt  1 «" 
American  citizen — an  American  **P****"***'^f '  L  ^rt 
not  diaregard  the  claims  of  truth  and  candor.    1  *^. 
the  apolo^st  of  France.    I  am,  sir,  the  vindicStoroj^ 
tice  and  right.     And  I  am  constrained  to  say  that  ii 
difficulties  in  which  we  are  placed  have,  in  mi^ 
mentt  ariaen  from  the  indiscreet  warmth  of  oof   ^ 
Government,  and  a  course  of  measures  which  I  *V^^ 
say  may  not  have  been  prompted  by  the  high  * JJJ^ 
strong  and  often  high  impulse  of  our  own  Bxecuur-j^ 
course  nothing  the  less  to  be  regretted.    '^^J^  w. 
me  ask,  this  most  unwise  haste  in  the  recall  of  Hr. 
ton  at  this  particular  time?    Why  remove  ^^^^gj. 
sible  medium  of  communication  lietween  the  two 
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srnffients  b«fere  the  aHival  in  France  ef  the  Preiident's 
meisaf^*  whleh*  bat  fat  that  recall,  #(xild  in  all  probat* 
bility  have  been  refatilcid  as  a  safficSent  explanatSon.  as 
most  eurely  W  ought  to  be  repirded?  France  took  ex* 
oepiiofi  to  a  tuppoaed  threat  tn  the  comanunication  bf  the 
President  to  Congreti.  IVt  a  rfmilar  communication  such 
a  threat  it  dtfthvoiredt  and  France  is  bound  to  notice  the 
disclmimer,  conreyied  in  the  lame  manner  as  was  the  in- 
8tt1t»  and  puts  herself  In  the  wrong  if  she  does  ndt. 

But,  eir,  this  matter  has  at  hist  reached  a  mos|  nic6  artd 

narrow  point  of  etiquette.    The  President  seouti  the 

idea  of  making  any  ezpfanations  of  his  meSMigei  and  jret 

such  ,  an  explanation  is  hiade  by  our  diplomatic  agent, 

with  the  President's  approval,  which  approval  he  author^ 

jzes  to  b^  communieated  to  the  French  Gorernment;  in 

other  words,  t  will  not  make  the  explanation  myself,  but 

the  explanation  made  by  my  agent  I  addpt.    Now,  sir, 

IS  not  this  a  quibbling  unworthy  of  both  parties?  I  think 

it  is  fcoing^  far  enough,  and  ought  to  have  been  accepted. 

But  IS  it  upon  such  a  p6int,  that  two  great  and  powerful 

nations  are  to  plunge  their  people  into  all  the  horrors  of 

an  interminable  war — ^interminable,  because  it  will  be  a 

war  upon  a  point  of  honor,  which  neither  can  yield?  Are 

human  happiness  and  human  life  nothing?  Is  war  a  mere 

pastime,  that  it  bthui^  and  for  such  causes,  to  be  brought 

on? 

As  to  the  French  fleet  which  is  gaid  to  have  been  sent 
upon  our  coast,  it  does  not  in  the  slightest  degree  more 
me  from    "  my  propriety."    If  thst  fleet  we^  sent  to 
overawe  and  intimidate  us,  it  would  be  a  very  different 
affair:  then,  sir,  I  would  not  even  treat  with  France, 
until  the  whole  nation  were  clad  in  armor.    Is  such  the 
fJRCt?     Has  -Prance  in  anyone  tnstanoe  threatened  us? 
No,  sir.   That  fleet  is  not  professedly  sent  to  intimidate, 
but  to  seceire  the  commerce  of  .French  citizens  from  re- 
prisils    reprisals  threatened  by  one  whose  power  over 
the  action  of  our  Government  is  known  every  where- 
one  the  le^st  of  ail  men  living  given  to  child's  play-^one 
very  apt  to  do  what  be  threatens.    If  that  threat  be  of 
a  bold  anA  daring  set,  Under  such  circumstances,  every 
obligation  of  protection  due  by  a  Government  to  its  peo- 
pie  demanded  some  such  measure  of  precaution.   So  far 
from  threaits,  has  not  the  whole  course  of  France  been 
marked  hy  a  forbearance  that  would  have  been  proper 
in  no  people  having  a  less  unquestionable  character  for 
courage?     Has  not  the  French  minister,  over  and  over, 
replied  to  the  charge  of  duplicity  and  bad  faith,  and  ex-< 
culpated  his  King  from  it,  when  he  would  have  been  jus- 
tified in  repelling  it  with  scorn? 

[I  disclaim  all  arguments  drawn  from  a  calculation  of 
the  comparative  amount  of  the  expenses  of  a  hostile  col- 
lision with  France,  and  the  amount  secured  by  the  treaty. 
I  Bfi;ree  ftilly  with  gentlemen,  that,  if  the  national  honor, 
and  our  ability  or  our  willingness  to  protect  our  citizens 
in  all  their  rights,  are  involved,  considerations  of  the  cost 
are  unworthy  and  degrading.]*    If  such  an  issue  is  pre- 
sented, I  will  not  condescend  to  say,  nor  permit  it  to  be 
doubted,  what  will  be  the  course  of  the  people  of  South 
Carolina,  in  a  matter  of  duty,  of  patriotism,  of  honor. 
The  whole  world  already  knovrs  what  it  will  be.  The  his- 
tory of  the  State  in  all  time  past  rendera  it  certain  to  all 
what  that  course  will  be.    Sir,  when  this  country  en- 
gaged in  the  last  war,  the  great  cause  of  which  was  the 
impressment  of  American  seamen,  and  but  for  which  that 
war  never  would  have  been  declared.  South  Carolina 
had  scarcely  a  seaman  on  the  ocean.     But  it  was  north- 
ern seamen  who  were  impressed,  the  national  honor  as- 
■siledi  and  what  was  the  consequence?  War,  sir,  war-— 
snd  so  it  will  ever  be,  for  a  like  or  a  sufficient  cause.    I 
>ee  none  such  now.    I  will  not  contribute,  by  any  vote 
which  I  may  give,  to  create  such  a  necessity. 

*  The'Ui^ea  in  brackets  not  in  the  speech  as  delivarcd. 


HHf.  SUTHERLAND  said  h«  had  listened  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Tbowvsoit,]  and  tras  astonished  to  kam  that  we  had 
been  thd  ag^essora.  The  argument  of  the  Duke  de 
Broglie  was  one  of  great  ability,  and  fuUy  sustained  the 
justice  of  our  claims^  and  waa  an  ample  answer  to  the 
suggestion  in  relation  to  our  having  obtained  an  advan^i 
ta^  in  our  diplonMtic  traassotiohs  with  France.  At 
present,  howeter,  the  fairftess  of  oor  claiins  was  no 
longer  open  for  discussion.  Every  branch  of  the  French 
Oovfemrtient  had  passed  updn  them.  The  King,  the 
Peers,  and  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  had  all  given  their 
sanction  to  their  validity. 

The  papera  containing  the  debate  in  the  French 
Chambers,  kid  on  our  tables  last  3rear,  had  t»een  eireula- 
ted  throughout  the  whole  nation,  and  the  merits  of  the 
controversy  were  distinctly  understood  by  Gur  ooufitry* 
men  every  where.  And  although  there  might  be  a  re- 
luctance on  the  part  of  all  to  go  to  war  with  our  ancient 
ally,  still  he  felt  satisfied  that,  to  austain  our  honor  in 
thia  dispute,  there  would  be  but  one  sentiment  in  Itie 
event  of  such  an  issue.  It  certainly  was  a  subject  of 
gratulation  to  know  that  this  matter  was  so  well  cam* 
prehended  by  the  people  at  large.  With  the  President's 
messsge  at  the  opening  of  tlie  session  before  them, 
which  they  had  received  with  great  unanimity,  they  were 
willing  to  intrust  the  most  delicate  questton  of  peace  or 
war  to  the  Congress  of  the  nation. 

The  chaimuin  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
had,  under  an  impression  that  the  condition  of  the  coun- 
try required  it  now,  moved  to  enlarge  one  of  the  itema 
in  the  appropriation  bill,  with  the  view  of  increasing  the 
naval  force  of  the  country.  A  short  time  since,  the 
House  passed  a  resolution  directing  an  inquiry  into  the 
propriety  of  this  measure.  To  this  enlargement  of  the 
appropriation  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  ob- 
jected. For  himself,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  would  vote  for  the 
proposition  with  great  cheerfulness.  We  must  look  to 
the  organs  of  the  House,  in  a  great  measure,  for  infor- 
mation! and  we  find  in  this  instance  the  committee, 
through  their  chairman,  ask  for  the  increase.  This  ia 
not  the  time  for  very  precise  calculations  as  to  the 
amount  we  may  be  willing  to  put  at  the  command  of  the 
Government,  for  the  defence  of  the  republic. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  saw  nothing  im- 
proper in  the  courae  of  the  French,  in  relation  to  the 
recent  orden  of  that  Government  conceminv  their  fleet. 
Mr.  S.  ssid,  whatever  might  be  the  design  of  the  French 
vessels  in  sailing  in  this  direction,  he  thought  it  would 
comport  with  sound  policy  for  us  to  look  to  our  navy, 
and  in  peace  (perhaps  he  might  say  upon  the  verge  of 
hostilities)  to  prepare  for  war.     Under  these  impres- 
sions, he  promised  his  humble  aid  to  the  committee  in 
support  of  all  the  appropriation  bills  that  went  for  a 
prompt  and  efficient  defence  of  the  Union.    The  Chief 
Magistrate  ought  to  have  ample  means  to  meet  any  con- 
tingencyt  and  he  saw  no  danger  in  committing  them  to 
his  discretion.    We  could  not  find  safer  bands.   He  had, 
during  our  last  contest,  g^ven  us  a  aure  pledge  of  his 
patriotism  and  ability  to  carry  on  the  military  operations 
of  the  nation.    His  great  skill,  manifested  in  the  darkest 
period  of  a  war  that  he  ended  so  gloriously,  will,  in  the 
event  of  a  contest  with  the  French,  do  much  to  bring  it 
to  a  speedy  termination.    The  appropriation  now  asked 
is  to  be  put  at  the  command  of  General  Jackson  <  and  I 
am  the  more  willing  to  commit  it  to  his  discretion,  be- 
cause, in  my  judgment,  I  believe  he  never  will  recom- 
mend war  with  the  country  of  Lafayette,  unless  a  just 
sense  of  national  honor  requires  it.    Mr.  S.  ssid  he  waa 
convinced  that  every  section  of  the  republic  would  ar- 
dently support  the  war,  if  we  ahould  be  forced  into  it  1^ 
the  French  Government.    France,  it  was  true^  wss  an 
eaHy  friend;  and  to  laise  annsagainst  her  would  requise 
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great  provocation.  But  if  her  course  leavei  us  no  other 
alternative,  why,  we  must  and  will  enter  the  lists  with 
her.  We  hear  much  about  the  strength  and  improve- 
roent  of  the  French  nary,  of  the  science  and  skill  of  her 
officers.  This  is  doubtless  all  true,  but  it  arpies  the 
propriety  of  granting  the  appropriations  beiore  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House.  Whaterer  may  be  the 
advanced  condition  of  the  French  marine,  and  however 
gallantly  they  ntay  sustain  their  cause^  I  have  no  fear 
that  our  "star-spangled  banner"  will  not  come  out  of 
every  conflict  beaming  with  renewed  lustre.  But  I  do 
not  wish  for  war,  and  least  of  all  a  war  with  France,  if 
it  can  be  shunned  with  honor.     At  present,  I  think  the 

auestion  of  war  is  not  properly  open  for  debate  upon 
le  amendment.  When  that  time  should  arrive,  if  any 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  or  elsewhere  should  feel 
isposed  to  enter  upon  the  discussion  of  its  propriety, 
they  will  find  themselves  met  on  all  quarters  by  gen- 
tlemen who  are  prepared  to  sustain  the  country  in  such 
a  crisis.  1  quit  this  debate,  under  a  firm  conviction  that, 
if  we  should  be  compelled  to  assume  a  warlike  attitude, 
the  sons  of  South  Carolina  will  pour  out  their  blood  as 
freely  as  any  other  State  in  the  Union,  in  defence  of 
their  much-wronged  country. 

Mr.  BYNUH  said  that  he  had  not  expected  an  attack 
on  the  measures  of  the  administration  generally,  on  the 
subject  of  the  propriety  of  an  appropriation  of  an  infe- 
rior magnitude;  but  it  could  not  be  unknown  to  the  House 
that  a  simultaneous  attack  had  been  made  elsewhere; 
and  he  could  not  allow  the  declamations  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Thoxpsoh]  against 
the  President,  and  the  policy  of  an  administration  to 
which  he  in  part  had  contributed  his  humble  support,  to 
pass  unnoticed,  when  he  believed  the  President  had 
acted  as  became  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  American 
people.  It  was  evident,  both  in  this  House  and  else- 
where, that  in  the  contest  with  France  we  are  to  have 
here  a  French  party  and  an  American  party,  than  which 
there  was  nothing  that  he  more  sincerely  regretted. 
The  game  was  up — it  had  been  started  in  another  part 
of  the  Capitol.  It  could  not  be  forgotten  by  any  gen- 
tleman in  Congress,  that  during  our  last  contest  with 
Great  Britain  there  was  said  to  have  been  in  this  country 
an  English  party— a  party  which  made  bonfires  and  re- 
joiced at  the  defeat  of  the  American  arms.  God  forbid 
(said  Mr.  B.)  that  there  should  be  a  party  now  springing 
up  among  us,  who  would  rejoice  at  our  defeats  in  a  con- 
test with  France,  if  we  should  be  unfortunately  involved 
in  a  war  with  that  Power.  But  he  asserted  that,  from 
what  he  had  seen,  the  American  people  had  a  right  to 
expect  this.  The  symptoms  indicating  it  bethought 
too  manifest  to  be  misunderstood.  A  few  years  ago,  the 
distinguished  sage  who  now  occupies  the  white  house 
was  assailed  on  another  occasion  with  equal  acrimony 
and  virulence  by  the  same  party,  for  the  purpose  of 
estranging,  no  doubt,  the  feelings  of  the  people  from 
him.  That  party  then  acted  upon  the  presumption  that 
the  ignorance  of  the  people  would  admit  of  their  being 
led  away  from  the  President  of  their  choice  by  mere 
clamor  and  unfounded  declamation.  Mr.  B.  then  had 
said  the  people  would  not  sustain  Ihemi  they  had  not 
done  it;  and  the  great  majority  then  in  that  House  in 
favor  of  the  measures  of  the  Executive  was  the  best  liv- 
ing evidence  of  the  fsct;  and  he  rejoiced  that  he  had 
lived  to  read  the  testimony  of  the  American  people 
themselves  on  the  subject,  by  the  appearance  of  such  an 
overwhelming  majority  of  their  Representatives  in  that 
House.  If  we  had  been  carried  off  by  the  elo<juent  tact 
and  abuse  of  the  superior  leaders  of  the  opposition,  and 
he  confessed  many  were,  we  should  have  been  led  off 
after  a  set  of  men  who  were  conspiring  against  the  feel- 
ings and  wishes  of  a  great  mauority  of  the  American 
people,  without  the  least  concurrence  of  sentiment  or 


principle  amongst  themselves.  Being  foiled,  hovmr, 
in  their  attempts  heretofore,  they  have  agreed  to  try 
and  get  up  another  hobby,  and  have  seized  this  ocoms 
to  vent  their  gall  against  one  of  the  most  patriotic  ndi- 
viduals  that  has  ever  lived  in  thia  or  any  other  coiutn, 
and  who  had  done  more  for  the  security  of  Aowrkn 
liberty  than  any  other  man  now  breething,  the  snertkn 
of  the  gentleman  notwithstanding;  whose  character  tk 
whole  American  people  stood  pledged  to  soppoit,  ltd 
which  th^  had  vouched  for,  bv  the  oTerwhelmingToto 
which  he  had  received  at  their  hands^  more  than  oscf, 
for  the  first  office  in  the  gift  of  the  mtion.  The  gentk- 
roan  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Tkomfsoit]  had  nid  tto, 
in  every  position  Uken  in  reUtion  to  France,  the  Presi. 
dent  had  acted  falsely.  If  Mr.  B.  was  to  infer  fromthtf 
that  the  President  had  acted  falsely  with  France,  bed^ 
nied  it.  The  American  Prendent  bad  not  nor  could  te 
act  falsely  with  France  or  any  other  Power  living.  U 
behalf  of  the  American  people  he  denied  it. 

[Mr.  Thomfsow  explained.  He  did  not  intend  to  ay 
the  President  liad  acted  falsely,  but  had  taken  fahe  y» 
tions.] 

Mr.  Btrux  resumed.     He  said  he  was  glad  tbegw 
tieman  had  qualified  the  assertion.     Then  it  wu  i  new 
matter  of  opinion  between  the  gentleman  from  Sona 
Csrolina  and  the  President  of  the  United  Ststrs,  and  A 
would  be  for  the  great  body  of  the  American  peofpie » 
say  whether  the  President  of  the  United  States  «» 
right  in  the  position  he  had  taken,  or  whether  the  g«- 
tieman  from  South  Carolina  was  right  in  that  whicb  he 
had  taken.     Mr.  B.  said  he  most  cordially  agreed  m  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  a  few  «y» 
ago,  [Mr.  Hawis,]  when  he  said  he  believed  that  modi 
mischief  had  grown  out  of  speeches  made  here  and  ew- 
where,  through  a  mere.spirit  of  opfMisit'ion  to  the  m- 
ecutive.     He  believed  it  candidly  and  honesUy.    !•»»« 
believed  it,  and  for  this  reason  she  acted  nwre  ob*^ 
nately,  he  had  no  doubt,  than  she  otherwise  would  m« 
done,  in  her  refusal  to  pay  our  people  the  ju»t  oeo 
that  slie  had  wrongfully  withheld  from  them  for  iw« 
than  twenty  years.    The  gentleman  from  South  uw- 
Una  had  said,  too,  that,  if  we  were  to  go  to  w  wi" 
France,  it  would  be  a  ridiculous  war. .  As  nwch  m  w 
was  opposed  to  a  war  with  France  or  any  other  Po^f « 
he  could  not  believe  it  would  be  a  ridiculous  war.    i » 
charactera  of  the  parties  concerned  forbid  such  an  «»• 
It  had  been  said  elsewhere,  and  repeated  hc'***^^, 
gentleman,  shall  we  go  to  war  with  France  for  nvew 
lions  of  dollars?    He  would  say,  yes;  and  for  fi«'«»'' 
lions  of  cents,  if  it  were  necessary  to  maintain  the  nw 
or  and  independence  of  the  nation.     He  was  wt^"^ 
that  such  a  position  should  be  Uken  by  the  ^""T^^ 
coming  from  the  quarter  that  he  did;  that  it  w»  ^^ 
amount  of  money  for  which  a  nation  should  ■*®"*  J  u 
war.     He  hazarded  nothing  in  saying  thst  tirnc  •'»• 
show  that  the  course  taken  by  the  President,  in  ^»^^^^ 
to  France,  was  not  only  right,  but  necessary  vx  ^^ 
honor  and  security  of  the  rights  and  *K"'%°Ln, 
American  people.    The  American  pcop*«  !**Ytherr 
as  far  as  public  sentiment  could  be  ascertained,  " 
verdict  already  on  this  subject,  in  favor  of  the  cwn^ 
of  their  Government;  and  still  theoppowtion  **!'*^ 
ing  at  this  and  other  hobbies,  to  bolster  "Pj^f  ^S 
trate  and  exposed  condtion.     Mr.  B.  v"***^/" -o^btf 
one  remark  here  to  an  honorable  gentleman  of  *" 
body,  and  it  became  him  to  make  it,  coming  trom 
SUte  from  which  he  did.     He  saw,  in  a  P"**^/.  li^e 
a   few  days  since,  some  remarks,  represented  w  ^  J 
fallen  from  that  honorable  gentleman  in  another  pj 
this  building,  which  were  (said  Mr.  B.)  « that  lb«  »JJ^ 
of  Representatives  was  not  the  part  of  the  ^JP'^/Tpif. 
fair  play  was  to  be  expected."    He  did  "^^'^^flJe 
ticularly  to  remark  on  the  charaoter  of  the  autlior 
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issertion,  rs  he  thought  it,  at  this  timei  poUticftllv,  nn 
exceedingly  unenviable  one.  He  took  occasion,  how- 
sver,  to  say  that  the  assertion  was  a  calumny  on  the 
House,  and  was  devoid  of  all  truth.  The  House  of 
Representatives  was  the  only  democratic  branch  of  the 
national  Legislature,  and  from  it  the  people  of  the 
country  had  every  thing  to  expect,  and  little  from  the 
opposite  body. 

The  democracy  of  the  land  had  nothing  to  expect 
from  that  quarter  of  this  Capitol.  It  was  the  only  germe 
of  an  irresponsible  aristocracy  in  the  Government,  and 
it  had  in  more  than  one  instance  showed  entire  disre- 
gard of  the  will  of  the  people;  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  had  said  the  House  was  not  so  pugna« 
cious  as  to  adopt  the  admonition  that  in  time  of  peace 
we  should  prepare  for  war;  and  bad  said  much,  ironi- 
cally he  supposed,  of  the  pugnacious  spirit  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  should  really  like  to  know  when  the 

honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  become 

so  pacific,  and  the  party  with  whom  he  had  acted  so 

long.     But  a  few  years  since  he  recollected  well  that 

the  golden  cord  that  bound  this  holy  Union  together 

vras  upon  the  eve  of  being  burst  asunder  by  the  warlike 

spirit  that  prevailed  in  a  certain  quarter  of  this  republic, 

and  it  was  as  mucli  as  the  whole  fraternity  of  the  States 

could  effect  to  suppress  this  spirit  without  the  horrors  of 

bloodshed. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  stood  there  the  representative  of  those 
who  went  for  their  whole  country.     He  stuck  to  no  party 
longer  than  that  party  stuck  to  the  rights  and  interests  of 
the  country.     Whenever  he  should  see  a  disposition  in 
any  party  to  go  against  those  interests,  he  would  leave  it. 
He  never  expected  to   belong  to  a  party  which  was 
free  from  errors;  and  if  the  gentleman  never  supports 
an  administration  until  he  gets  a  perfect  one,  he  feared 
he  would  be  found  to  be  an  opposition  man  for  life. 
The  gentleman  has  stated,  also,  that  he  could  nut  take 
a  single  step  for  the  defence  of  the  country.     He  (Mr. 
B.)  said  he  was  for  taking  steps  for  the  defence  of  the 
country  when  he  saw  a  dark  cloud  lowering  over  us, 
which  threatened  to  inundate  the  whole  laiid  with  ruin. 
He  was  for  providing  a  shelter  from  this  portentous 
storm  that  hovered  over  us;  wisdom,  he  thought,  dic- 
tated it,  whetlter  it  should  finally  burst  and  pour  out 
its  contents  on  our  devoted  heads  or  not. 

The  gentleman  had  taken  off  much  of  the  bitterness 
of  his  remarks,  however,  by  his  explanations,  and  bad 
gone  far  out  of  his  way  to  censure  the  cabinet  for  the 
part  it  had  taken  in  this  controversy,  and  had  declared 
in  every  instance  our  Government  liad~been  the  aggres- 
sor in  the  contest  with   France.     [Mr.   T.  again  ex- 
plained. ]    Mr.  B»  was  astonished  to  hear  this  censure 
uttered  by  an  American  tongue  on  an  occasion  like  the 
present,  when  a  war  is  threatened  us  by  one  of  the 
most  powerful  nations  on  the  earth.     He  would  say,  as 
he  had  said  before,  that,  instead  of  the  President  and 
the  administration  being  the  aggressors  in  this  unfortu- 
nate controversy,  they  nad  acted  with  great  moderation 
and  precaution  on  every  occasion  relating  to  that  sub- 
ject.   They  had  relinquished  claims,  for  the  purpose  of 
effecting  an  amicable  adjustment  of  the  matter,  to  an 
enormous  amount;  but  that  was  even  misrepresented. 
The  distinguished  gentleman  who  was  charged  with  the 
negotiation  of  this  matter  had  relinquished  this  much  to 
the  French  Government,,  for  the  sake  of  procuring 
peace  and  amity  with  that  Pswer.     The  course  which 
that  minister  pursued  was  to  be  seen  on  the  records  of 
ths  Hottse,  as  well  as  on  the  records  of  the  executive 
department,  and  he  hoped  to  live  to  see  justice  done 
that  distinguished  individual.     He  viewed  him  as  being 
one  of  the  purest  patriots  of  the  age,  and  he  hoped  to 
lire  to  see  him  the  occupant  of  the  House  so  much  de- 


sired by  some  gentlemen  and  their  friends.  He  thought 
the  friends  of  the  administration  had  suffered  themselves 
to  be  placed  in  a  false  position  here  by  the  superipr 
management  and  tact  of  their  adversaries.  What  is  the 
contest  now  goin^  on  in  this  country'  He  said,  unequivo- 
cally, he  viewed  it  as  a  contest  between  the  democracy 
of  the  nation  and  the  advocated  of  an  aristocracy;  and 
they  were  right  in  his  judgment.  It  was  a  plain,  direct 
contest.  It  must  be  plain  to  every  intelligent  observer, 
whether  or  not  the  people  shall  have  the  power  to  rule 
the  nation,  or  those  who  conspire  to  lead  them.  Here  he 
wished  to  be  permitted  to  remark  that  this  body  should 
never  have  permitted  the  character  of  the  Executive  to 
be  reproached,,  as  it  had  been  by  another  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  when  they  were  equally  culpable,  if  at  all, 
and  participants  in  the  same  measures  tor  which  they 
had  witnessed  volleys  of  abuse  against  the  Executive 
atone.  .He  could  not  omit  to  reniark  on  a  subject  re- 
cently agitated  elsewhere,  in  relation  to  a  certain  meas- 
ure which  would  have  gone  far  to  put  the  country  in  a 
state  of  defence,  and  ready  to  give  their  enemies  a 
hearty  welcome,  whenever  they  chose  to  visit  us  as 
such.  Every  American  heart  must  have  burned  with 
shame  fur  the  failure  of  that  measure,  the  consequence 
of  which  was  now  about  to  be  felt;  and  he  feared  that 
the  injury  already  resulting  from  it  would  prove  fata! 
to  the  best  interests  of  the  country.  The  failure  to  pass 
the  bill,  which  was  rejected  last  session,  appropriating 
three  millions  of  dollars  for  the  defence  of  the  country 
in  case  of  a  war,  has  been  attributed  to  the  House  of 
Representatives;  and  he  thought  it  time  that  this  House 
should  make  up  an  issue  with  another,  as  well  on  that 
as  on  other  subjects,  and  let  at  once  the  question  be  de- 
cided, whether  the  democratic  or  aristocratic  influence 
is  to  prevail  in  this  republic.  It  had  been  asserted  in 
another  body  that  it  was  this  House  which  had  rejected 
that  bill.  It  had  been  attempted  to  shove  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  rejection  of  that  bill  on  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives; but  it  was  shamefully  untrue,  and  he  as- 
sumed here  in  his  place  the  responsibility  of  ]ironoun- 
cing  it  false,  no  matter  from  what  source  it  came.  l*he 
responsibility  must  rest  on  another  body.  He  said  the 
House,  was  not  responsible  for  the  rejection  of  that  bill. 
It  bad  ^ne  all  that  it  could  do,  under  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  to  pass  it,  and  there  were  many 
present  who  aided  and  contributed  their  mite  towards 
effecting  it.  He  had  voted  for  the  bill,  and  gave  it  his 
humble  support.  The  responsibility  of  the  rejection 
of  that  bill  could  not  justly  rest  on  this  body. 

But  (said  Mr.  D.)  1  will  return  to  the  gentleman  who 
has  just  taken  his  seat,  to  notice  a  few  more  of  his  extra- 
ordinary remarks. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  waii 
for  acting  on  very  different  principles  from  that  recom- 
mended, by  the  Father  of  his  Country,  "  In  peace  pre- 
fiare  for  war."  He  thought  this  advice  came  with  pecii- 
iar  applicability  at  present,  and  never  was  there  a  time 
when  this  House  or  this  nation  could  with  more  proprie- 
ty adopt  it. 

He  had  said  that  he  did  not  wish,  nor  would  he  at  this 
time  be  drawn,  upon  a  mere  collateral  question,  into  the 
discussion  of  peace  or  war  with  France;  but  whenever 
that  time  arrived,  he  would  be  as  willing  to  meet  the 
question  as  the  honorable  member  from  South  Carolina. 
He  did  hope,  in  the  sincerity  of  his  heart,  that  the  ques- 
tion of  peace  or  war,  would  never  be  agitated  by  this 
House  with  France.  He  had  always  hoped  and  believed 
that  the  difference  between  the  two  nations  would  be 
amicably  settled,  but  he  could  not  know  it,  and  he 
thought  it  the  part  of  wisdom,  therefore,  to  provide  for 
the  worst.  Fie  was  sorry  to  see  evidences  manifesting 
themselves  not  only  here,  but  in  another  part  of  the 
Capitol,  to  throw  every  obstacle  in  the  way  of  Govern- 
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mentf  tod  he  lincerely  rtgretted  to  lea  it  pcrierercd 
in  with  Mch  pcrtiiwcity  fron  a  certain  quarter.  He  Re- 
lieved the  whole  efforts  of  the  party  doing  it  would 
prove,  at  heretofore  they  had,  to  be  abortive,  and  con* 
tribute  more  to  expofe  the  niotivet  of  that  party.  The 
intelligence  of  the  people  was  too  general  in  thia  en- 
lightened age,  and  their  diicernment  too  correct,  to  be 
mialed  by  mere  abute  and  declamation  to  the  diaparage- 
roent  of  one  whom  they  had  hooorpd  with  their  higheat 
confidence. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  deprecated  any  iniidioua  attacks 
upon  the  measures  of  the  adminiatration,  ao  long  as  he 
supported  it.  He  was  in  hopes  that  gentleman  who  felt 
it  their  duty  to  o)>pose  it,  under  any  fad  all  circum- 
stances, would  bring  in  some  measure  of  a  general 
nature,  and  not  give  vent  to  their  indignant  teelings 
upon  every  minor  collateral  question.  He  was  satisfied, 
in  his  own  mind,  that  the  party  with  whom  he  acted 
wu  ready  and  willing  to  meet  their  adversaries  on  any 
and  every  occasion.  They  had  done  aot  and  a  verdict 
bad  been  given  by  the  people — yts,  the  republican  de- 
mocratic people— in  their  favor.  Yet,  (Mr.  B.  said,)  he 
bad  cause  of  complaint  to  make  against  the  party  with 
whom  he  had  acted  in  tbia  Houte;  it  was,  thst  they  bad 
sat  here  silently,  and  let  an  issue  be  nmde  up  by  another 
body  with  the  Executive.  This  body,  at  which  much 
bad  been  aimed  by  another,  in  another  part  of  the  Capi^ 
tol,  shouM  not  liave  \t(i  the  President  to  have  contended 
alone  against  it.  No,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  this  House  should 
hsve  mAde  war  against  them,  as  the  true  representstives 
of  the  people,  snd  have  met  them  in  the  very  centre  of 
the  rotundo  of  the  Capitol,  if  necessary,  and  have  there 
decided  the  question,  whether  the  people,  through  their 
representatives,  were  to  prevail  m  ruling  this  country, 
or  a  body  not  elected  by  the  people,  nor  directly  respon- 
sible to  them  for  their  conduct.  An  issue  was  now 
about  to  be  made  up  with  those  who  fancied  themselves 
beyond  the  power  of  the  people,  how  ftr  thev  could  go 
in  defiance  of  the  public  will,  and  sustain  themselves. 
By  an  aatociation  of  daring  leaders,  co-opersting  to  sway 
public  opinion,  the  wliole  republic  had  been  convulsed. 
If  they  succeeded,  in  his  opinion  the  public  voice  was 
bushed,  and  it  would  be  klle  to  talk  longer  of  our  free 
republican  institutions.  He  thought  the  time  had' nearly 
arrived,  when  it  was  necessary  that  the  people  should 
essay  their  strength,  snd  teach  those  refractory  men  that 
their  power  was  neither  to  be  insulted  nor  put  at  defi- 
ance by  them  I  and  he  called  on  the  House,  as  the  only 
representative  body  of  the  nation-^the  only  one  where 
the  immediate  voice  of  the  people  could  be  directly 
heard— not  to  shrink  from  its  part  of  a  responsibility  that 
was  attempted  to  be  shuffled  ofi^on  the  shoulders  of  the 
Executive. 

The  Executive  bad  done  all  that  the  people  had  ask- 
ed, and  it  was  their  duty  to  sustain  him,  here  and  else- 
where. Heretofore,  however,  he  had  been  literally 
sustained  alone  by  the  people,  and  had  proven  to  be 
almost  the  only  true  reflector  of  the  public  will. 

Here  Mr.  JARV18  rose,  and  observed  that  he  per- 
ceived that  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  was  much 
exhausted!  and,  in  order  to  give  him  time  to  continue 
his  renurks,  he  moved  an  adjournment  of  the  House; 
which  was  carried. 

'J'he  House  then  adjourned. 


TumSDAT,  jAirUABT  14. 

WE8T  POINT  ACADEMY. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  iUwss, 
of  Kentucky,  on  the  7th  instant,  was  taken  up: 

"Besoioed,  1'hat  a  select  committee  of  nine  be  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  what  amendments,  if  snv,  are  expe- 
dient to  be  made  to  the  laws  rehttmg  to 'the  Military 


Academy  at  West  Point,  in  th^  SUte  of  New  Totk, 
and  also  into  the  expediency  of  modifying  the  otpiu- 
tion  of  said  institution,  and  also  whether  it  would  bs 
comport  with  the  public  interest  to  abolish  the  sum;  lilk 
power  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise." 

Mr.  HA  WES  said  it  would  be  recollected  thit,ittk 
last  seision  of  Congress,  a  committee,  coniicting  of  cat 
member  from  each  of  the  States,  had  been  sppoictci 
and  that  committee  went  into  an  investigation  of  tbcit 
fairs  of  that  institution.  That  committee  perfonsed  ik 
duty  assigned  them,  but  their  report  waa  made aXsohu 
a  period  of  the  aeision  that  it  was  impossible  for  tk 
House  to  act  upon  it.  The  resolution  which  be  c»r 
submitted  varied  but  in  one  particular  from  the  c« 
adopted,  raising  the  committee  of  laat  year;  and  (Itf 
was  in  reducing  the  number  of  the  committee.  Fna 
the  number  of  that  committee,  it  was  almost  impon^ 
to  ^t  them  collected  for  business.  The  number  v« 
entireW  too  great.  As  this  was  a  mere  resolutioo  of  r- 
c^uiry,  ne  would  say  nothing  of  the  abuiea  which  exui; 
in  that  department  of  the  Government,  but  hoped  u 
reaolution  might  be  adopted  without  debate,  so  thttik 
committee  might  proceed  to  the  duty  assigned  their. 

Mr.  WARDWEIX  said  he  thought  that  thU  Ribjtd 
ought  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Miliury  if 
fairs.  He  believed  that  the  committee  of  twraty-fmr, 
which  was  appointed  bat  aeasioo,  had  investigated  the 
subject  fully.  Their  report  was  brought  into  the  Hous^ 
and  it  set  forth  all  the  facU  which  we  wanted  to  knov 
He  would  therefore  move  to  amend  the  resolutioo  a 
that  the  subject  might  be  referred  to  the  Commitieeoi 
Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  SMITH  wished  the  gentleman  from  Nsw  Yak 
[Mr.  Wabdwsll]  would  give  some  substantial  reisoa 
why  the  auhject  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  CoDouttee 
on  Military  AfTara.  It  seemed  to  him  that  a  special  coa- 
mittee  ought  to  be  raised «  but  if  the  friendi  of  tbc  » 
stitution  thought  that  a  special  committee  would  not  ^ 
them  the  same  justice  which  the  Committee  oo  UJ^ 
Affairs  would,  and  they  would  offer  thust  as  a  mson»  b( 
would  withdraw  bis  objections.  As  there  were  doubu 
about  the  org^snization  of  thia  academy,  it  watikarabie 
that  a  committee  should  be  raised,  wliich  could  devote 
aa  much  time  as  possible  in  bringing  out  the  raeriuo' 
demeriU  of  the  institution.  He  believed  that  the  Con- 
mittee  on  Military  Affiura  would  not  have  time,  tltbougit 
they  might  have  the  disposition,  to  do  the  subject  j«>- 
tice.  He  believed  a  special  committee  would  do  sApjf 
justice.  He  hoped  the  gentleman  from  New  Tort 
would  withdraw  his  motion,  or  that  it  would  not  prervi 
Mr.  BRIGGS  thought  that  the  aubject  had  slreadr 
been  referred  to  tbc  Committee  on  Military  Afftin*  by 
the  general  resolutions  referring  the  different  itesa  « 
the  Prettdent's  message  to  committeM^  and  tberehiK 
inquired  whether  the  present  resolution  wss  in  order. 
The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  present  resolutioo  v 
one  of  inquiry  {  and  he  considered  the  reference  of  ^ 
President's  message  as  not  applying  to  the  esse. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  then  said  he  would  vote  for  the  ssieod- 
ment  of  the  gentleonan  from  New  York,  bectaie  be 
thought  the  subject  ought  to  go  to  one  of  the  sundinf 
committees.  It  had  been  said  by  the  gentleinso  fno 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Hawss,]  that,  in  consequence  of  tbe 
nupiher  of  the  committee  of  last  session,  it  wai  t^^ 
impossible  to  get  them  to  business.  He  thought  tb< 
gentleman  labored  under  a  mistake,  lliat  oommiUee 
had  a  meeting  early  in  the  session,  and  appointed  sw^ 
committee  to  investigate  the  whole  matter,  snd  tltft 
committee  went  industriously  to  work.  After  their  in- 
vestigation wss  completed,  they  made  an  elsborste  r^ 
port.  The  committee  adopted  that  report,  whicb  re- 
port was  now  on  the  files  of  the  House;  snd  if  g^^^' 
men  wished  information  from  it,  they  could  order  it  to 
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be  printed.  It  wm  because  tbia  subject  bad  been  so  re- 
cently and  thoroughly  investigated,  that  there  was  no 
necessity  for  further  investigation.  He  would  vote  for 
the  amendment  of  tbe  gentleman  from  New  York. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS,  of  Illinois,  remarked  that  the  peo- 
pie  he  had  the  honor  to  represent  in  the  State  of  llli- 
noisy  took  a  deep  interest  in  this  subject,  and  were  be 
to  remain  silent  on  the  occasion,  they  would  consider 
hinn  derelict  in  his  duty.  They  expected  him,  on  all 
occantonsy  to  advocate  such  measures  as  would  tend  to 
reform  this  institution,  or  to  abolish  it  entirely.  This 
was  tlie  reason  which  induced  him  to  rise  on  this  occa« 
Bion.  It  was  astonishing  to  him  (Mr.  R.)  that  gentle- 
men, friends  to  this  institution,  were  so  strenuous  and 
so  mtich  opposed  to  an  investigation  of  this  subject.  If 
it  be  an  institution  founded  on  a  proper  basi?,  and  con- 
ducted on  sound  republican  principles,  they  need  not 
fear  an  investigation {  if  it  be  of  this  character,  an  inves- 
tigation will  not  injure  it;  neither  time  nor  talents  can 
prevail  against  it.  But  the  great  dread  of  an  investiga- 
tion was  almost  positive  proof  that  there  was  something 
wron^  in  the  institution. 

Mr.  R.  said  his  honorable  friend  [Mr.  Bnioos]  tried  to 
stifle  this  investigation,  by  his  attempt  to  satisfy  the 
Speaker  that  the  subject  was  already  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs.   This  was  strong  circum- 
stantial proof  that  there  was  in  this  affair  something  not 
right.     The  other  gentleman  [Mr.  Wabdwzll,  of  New 
York]  wished  to  have  the  subject  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on    Military  Affairs.      Mr.   R.  said  be  had  the 
highest  respect  for  that  committee;  but  some  of  them, 
and  perhaps  all  of  them,  had  already  expressed  an  opin- 
ion on  the  subject,  in  s  report  favorable  to  that  institu* 
tionj  and,  from  this  consideration,  were  not  so  impartial 
as  a  select  committee  raised  expressly  for  the  occasion. 
Mr.    R.    remarked  that  an  official  investigation,  and 
that  made  known  to  the  people,  would  cause  the  insti- 
tution at  West  Point  to  wither  and  die.     Under  its  pres- 
ent organization,  the  young  men  who  ought  not  to  be 
educated  ^here  were    the    exclusive  individuals  that 
were  educated^in  it)  and,  what  was  still  worse,  it  was 
made  a  kind  of  monopoly.    The  cadets  educated  there 
were  the  exclusive  officers  in  our  army,  right  or  wrong; 
they  were  the  officers  who  were  to  conduct  our  armies 
to  glory  or  disgrace;  and  it  mattered  not  what  deeds  of 
valor  the  privates  in  the  army  might  do,  they  could  not 
rise,  as  there  were  no  places  for  them;  tbe  cadets  filled 
all.    A  private  soldier  in  the  war  which  seems  to  be 
approaching  us  might  do  ss  noble  a  deed  as  the  charac- 
ter of  antiquity  did  who  slew  Goliath;  he  still  could  not 
rise  one  foot  in  the  army.     He  would  appeal  to  the 
House  if  every  individual  did  not  expect  to  rise  by  his 
merits?      The    gentlemen,  [Messrs.    Wabdwsll    and 
BaiQGs,]  like  others  in  Congress,  would  expect  to  be  re- 
warded for  their  meritorious  conduct.     His  friend  [Mr. 
Baisss]  from  Massachusetts,  no  doubt,  would  be  support- 
by  his  constituents  for  his  moral  and  orderly  course  of 
^      conduct  in  Congress,  and  his  assiduity  to  business.   The 
•ame  would  apply  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
I      [Mr.  Wabiiwxll.]     The  principle  was  correct  to  re- 
ward meritorious  actions,  and  an  institution  or  measures 
that  opposed  this  principle  were  in  themselves  wrong, 
^ny  person  that  would  look  at  the  report  made  at  the 
I      <a8t  Congress  on  this  subject  would  be  satisfied  that 
there  was  something  not  right  in  the  institution.     If  the 
friends  of  the  Academy  would  let  that  report  be  print- 
I      cd,  and  officially  presented  to  the  people,  that  would 
be  satisfactory.     Mr.   R.   said  he  hoped,  under  all  the 
I      Circumstances,  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Warswbll]  would  not  prevail,  but  that  the 
subject  would  be  submitted  to  a  select  committee,  under 
the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky. 
Mr.  WARDWELL  did  not  wish  to  take  up  the  time  of 
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the  House  in  discussing  a  preliminary  question,  but  his 
friend  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Retstolds]  had  said  that  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  had  expressed  an  opinion 
on  the  matter.  It  was  not  the  committee  of  the  last 
session  which  expressed  that  opinion,  but  the  one  pre- 
ceding that,  which  was  a  different  committee  entirelj'. 
The  committee  of  the  present  body  had  expressed  no 
opinion  on  the  subject.  But  it  was  very  probable  that 
some  of  those  who  would  be  on  the  select  committee 
had  expressed  opinions  adverse  to  the  institution.  The 
last  Congress  had  reftised  to  print  the  report.  He  pro- 
tested against  having  so  many  select  committees  on  sub- 
jects which  ought  to  go  to  standing  committees.  He 
was  willing  to  have  the  institution  examined — yes,  pro- 
bed to  the  core;  but  let  it  be  done  by  the  proper  com- 
mittee. He  would  say  a  few  words  in  reply  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois.  Why  was  it  that  all  this  objection 
came  from  the  western  States P  It  was,  he  thought,  be- 
cause all  persons  in  those  States  who  had  any  topograph- 
ical knowledge,  might  expect  some  employment  from 
Government,  which  business  is  now  done  by  the  gradu- 
ates of  the  institution  at  West  Point,  without  cost  to  the 
Government.  If,  however,  that  institution  was  abolish- 
ed, and  those  engineers  not  sent  among  them,  there 
might  be  some  fine  offices  for  the  young  gentlemen  of 
the  western  country.  No  wonder  that  western  gentle- 
men's constituents  were  in  favor  of  abolishing  that  insti- 
tution. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  had  a  few  remarks  to  make  on  the 
subject.  He  was  a  member  of  the  select  committee  of 
the  last  session,  and  would  say  that  it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to  give  the 
subject  the  attention  which  it  required.  The  committee 
of  last  session  made  their  report  to  the  House,  and  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Wardwxll]  tells  us 
that  the  House  refused  to  print  that  report.  Why  did 
the  House  refused  Because  it  required  two  thirds  to 
make  the  motion  to  print,  and  the  friends  of  the  insti- 
tution rallied  around  it  and  refused  to  print.  That  gen- 
tleman said  that  the  West  alone  opposed  that  institution. 
He  (Mr.  H.)  knew  gentlemenfrom  the  East,  South,  and 
the  North,  who  opposed  it.  That  gentleman  also  said 
that  the  young  gentlemen  of  the  West  expected  good 
offices  if  the  institution  be  abolished.  He  (Mr.  H.)  would 
be  glad  to  have  the  offices  given  to  those  who  came 
from  the  ranks  of  the  people,  and  not  to  the  sons  of 
those  were  now  in  high  office.  He  hoped  and  trusted 
that  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
would  be  adopted,  and  that  a  thorough  investigation 
might  be  had. 

Mr.  HAMRR  said  he  could  not  see  what  possible  ob- 
jection there  could  be  to  the  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky.  On  one  hand  it  was  contended 
that  it  was  one  of  the  most  aristocratic,  and  on  the  other 
that  it  was  one  of  the  best  institutions  that  ever  was  es- 
tablished. Why,  then,  not  allow  us  to  collect  facts,  so 
that  we  may  be  enabled  to  make  up  an  impartial  judg- 
ment on  the  subject?  A  large  portion  of  the  people  of 
the  country  believe  that  the  institution  ought  to  be 
abolished;  then  let  an  investigation  be  fully  had.  Mr. 
H.  would  say  a  word  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  Wardwbli.]  He  is  mistaken;  the  people  of  the 
West  are  governed  by  no  such  motives  as  those  attribu- 
ted to  them  by  that  gentleman.  That  gentleman  admits 
that  a  band  of  men  are  sent  out  to  fill  all  the  important 
offices;  men  who  are  the  friends  and  relatives  of  those 
who  are  in  high  station,  and  who  have  political  influence. 
The  sons  of  men  high  in  office  are  educated  at  that  in- 
stitution, and  those  men  are  sent  out  to  fill  all  the  high 
offices  in  the  western  country.  If  the  people  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi valley  educated  their  sons  at  their  own  expense, 
why  should  they  not  be  appointed  to  those  offices?  If 
they  are  capable^  let  them  have  tlie  offices.    He  object- 
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ed,  and  his  constituents  objected,  to  the  existence  of  the 
institution  in  its  present  form.  He  therefore  hoped 
there  would  be  no  objection  to  an  investigation. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  desired  to  make  a  few 
remarks  upon  the  subject  before  tlie  House;  but,  as  the 
morning  hour  had  expired,  he  called  for  the  orders  of 
the  day. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

NEW  YORK  SUFFEREUS  BY  FIRE. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  the  sufierert 
by  fire  in  the  city  of  New  York  was  read  twice. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  this  bill  was  the  same  in 
aubstance,  and  differed  only  in  words,  from  the  one 
which  was  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  It  would  not,  therefore,  be  necessary  to  refer 
this  bill  to  that  committee.  He  moved  that  it  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  I  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Comhoe  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  throw 
himself  upon  the  indulgence  of  the  committee,  and  ask 
them  to  take  up  and  consider  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
for  the  relief  of  the  suiferers  by  the  late  fire  in  New 
York.  His  reason  fur  doing  so,  he  explained  to  be,  that 
tiie  whole  business  of  the  custom-house  at  New  York 
was  obstructed,  and  must  remain  obstructed  so  long  as 
that  bill  was  not  passed;  for  every  bond  due  was  lying 
over,  and  no  entries  could  be  made  until  those  bonds 
were  cancelled. 

The  bill,  he  said,  ai  it  then  stood,  and  was  sent  from 
t^e  Senate,  did  nut  embrace  that  provision  which  had 
before  excited  opposition  in  the  House  in  relation  to  the 
■urplus  revenue.  Its  object  was  simply  to  extend  Ac- 
commodation to  the  debtors  of  the  Government,  who  had 
been  unable  to  pay  their  debts,  from  the  lots  of  not  less 
than  twenty-five  millions  of  capital  in  the  city  of  New 
York.  He  therefore  moved  that  the  committee  take  up 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  in  relation  to  that  subject. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  read  from 
the  Clerk's  table,  as  follows: 

St  ii  enatied  by  the  Senate  and  Houh  of  Repreeenta* 
tivee  of  the  Unitw  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem* 
bled.  That  the  collector  of  the  port  of  New  York  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized,  as  he  may  deem  best  cal- 
culated to  secure  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  to 
cause  to  be  extended  (with  the  assent  of  the  sureties 
thereon)  to  all  persons  who  have  suffered  loss  of  prop- 
erty by  the  conflagration  at  that  place  on  the  sixteenth 
day  of  December  last,  by  the  burning  of  their  buildings 
or  fnerchandise*  the  time  of  payment  of  all  bonds  here- 
tofore given  by  them  for  duties,  to  periods  not  exceed- 
ing three,  four,  and  five  years,  in  equal  annual  instal- 
ments, from  and  After  the  day  of  payment  specified  in 
the  bonds;  or  to  allow  the  said  bonds  to  be  cancelled, 
upon  giving  to  the  said  collector,  for  the  sums  of  the 
formes  bonds,  respectively,  payable  in  equal  instalments 
in  three,  four,  and  five  years,  from  and  after  the  day  of 
pajrment  specified  in  the  bonds  to  be  taken  up  or  can- 
celled as  aforesaid;  and  the  said  collector  is  hereby  au- 
thorized and  directed  to  give  up,  or  cancel,  all  such 
bonds,  upon  the  receipt  of  others  described  in  this  sec- 
tion; which  last -mentioned  bonds  shall  be  proceeded 
with,  in  all  respects,  like  other  bonds  which  are  taken 
by  collectors  for  duties  due  to  the  United  States,  and 
shall  have  the  same  force  and  validity:  Pronidedt  That 
those  who  are  within  the  provision  of  this  section,  but 
who  may  have  paid  their  bonds  subsequent  to  the  late 
ftre,  shall  also  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  section, 
and  that  the  said  bonds  shall  be  renewed  from  the  day 
when  the  same  were  paid,  and  said  payments  refunded. 


Jnd  prooided^  ako.  That  the  benefiu  of  this  tetHm  M 
not  be  extended  to  any  person  whose  loss  lUU  Mtbe 
proved,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector,  tohifea 
ceeded  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  Jnd  be  it  further  enaeUd^  That  the  coflecte 
of  the  port  of  New  York  is  hereby  authorized  »i«lt 
rected  to  extend  the  payment,  in  the  manner  pmciibd 
in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  of  all  other  bonds  (ia 
for  duties  at  the  port  of  New  York  prior  to  tbe  lue 
fire,  and  not  provided  for  in  the  first  section,  uiU 
said,  for  six,  nine,  and  twelve  months,  from  and  lAe 
the  day  of  payment  apecified  in  the  bonds:  PnRds, 
however^  That  nothing  conUlned  in  this  act  shall  tJiai 
to  bonds  which  had  fallen  due  before  the  seTcniteSi 
day  of  December  last. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  explained  that  the  onlj  wat*" 
between  this  bill  and  that  reported  in  the  House  vac 
to  the  limitations,  and  the  mure  specific  desigattioBc! 
the  kind  of  property  destroyed.  Under  former  icn  J 
this  character,  the  amount  of  property  destroyed  wRS 
was  set  forth;  the  Senate  had,  he  thought  very  pfe^ 
erly ,  inserted  the  qualification  of  property,  and  be  Mp« 
it  would  be  approved  of  by  the  House. 

Mr.  HARDIN  said,  as  the  Senate  had  made  the  itt» 
tion,  none  would  be  entitled  to  any  benefit  vho"^"' 
sustained  a  loss  to  the  amount  of  one  thousand  doibfi 
and  sufferers  to  that  extent  were  to  have  a  credit  to  w 
extent  of  three,  four,  or  five  years,  without  interest,  i» 
he  understood.  But  he  did  not  understand  the  prove 
in  the  nme  clause,  because  it  appeared  to  suibow? 
loaning  money  out  of  the  public  Treasury,  by  tsj^ 
renewing  the  old  bonds.  The  money  to  be  returwi 
without  interest,  upon  three,  or  four,  or  five  years,  u|r 
the  cancelled  bonds,  waa  nothing  more  nor  lea, » 
maintained,  than  loaning  so  much  money  to  the  IK^ 
chants  of  New  York  who  had  goods  destroyed  to  » 
amount  of  one  thousand  dollars.  The  poor  » 
chanic,  the  widow,  the  orplian,  could  denre  ^ 
benefit  from  this  bill.  But  he  objected  to  it  •i»<^ 
principle.  He  wss  opposed  to  loaning  the  V^^}^r. 
ncy,  either  with  or  without  interest;  andhcdeniMiw 
power  of  the  Government  to  loan  its  public  »;«"*'[*■ 
this  wav.  He  knew  that  bills  had  heretofore  ben 
passed  for  the  relief  of  sufferers  under  a  dreadful  catts- 
ity  at  Caraccas,  Alexandria,  &c.;  but  that  vu  »^ 
under  the  impulse  of  feeling.  Could  Congreis^l^; 
every  citizen  of  the  United  SUtes,  who  might  be  ojt 
come  by  calamity,  or  afflicted  by  Providence  ««]^ 
many  ships  were  lost  upon  the  ocean!  How  '""''J!!'^ 
erty  lost !  And  who  ever  heard  of  bilU  introduced  m^ 
for  relief  in  such  cases?  There  were  nid^^'^fTI 
fifteen  millions  of  property  destroyed  at  New  York;  ^ 
the  chief  loas  had  fallen  upon  the  insurance  o™^^^ 
upon  the  merchanU.  Probably  not  mors  than  tnr^ 
four,  or  five  millions  were  lost  by  the  merchsnti-  i^ 
gentleman  had  said  that  more  than  one  h'l'^^^^.J^^^  j 
was  collected  in  New  York— more  thao  five  ini"'^'^ 'j 
dollars.  Well,  all  that  money  remained  there,  depov"^ 
in  pet  banks,  and  used  for  the  benefit  of  the  m^^^T. 
of  New  York,  without  the  Government  deriving  * « 
lar's  benefit,  Mr.  H.  moved  to  strike  out  the  prc*"^ 
to  the  first  section.  He  said,  also,  he  should  nto^J^^ 
strike  out  the  second  section,  and  then  be  inteooea 
vote  against  the  bill.  .  ., 

Mr.  GIDEON  LEE  said:  It  is  not  my  puJ"?*^*  "  L 
participate  in  the  debates  of  Congress  the  P'^f^'i^'^tlie 
but  the  extraordinary  occurrence  which  has  »"°"^*\-^. 
report  of  the  bill  before  us,  the  very  singular  *^^ 
ments  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky>  |^^ 
deep  interest  I  feel  in  the  speedy  resuscitation  of  <<^^^ 
vastated  city,  compels  me  to  depart  from  the  silent  c 
I  have  prescribed  for  myself.  -^^ 

The  gentleman's  amendment  proposes,  firs*»  ^^ 
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out  the  proviio  in  the  first  section,  the  whole  of  t|)e  8ec« 
end  section  (  and,  finally,  the  gentleman  promises,  when 
■D  amended,  to  rnte  aji^ainst  the  whole  bill.     My  argu- 
ments will,  therefore,  have  reference  to  the  whole  bill, 
snd  I  promise  the  utmost  brevity.   But,  firs^,  I  must  dis- 
olaiin  the  honor  of  the  biblical' title  of  Babylon,  which 
the  g^entleman  has  given  to  New  York.     I  must  also  dis- 
claim the  honor  he  ascribes  to  us,  of  governing  the  four- 
and-twenty  States.   We  feel  no  such  honori  we  exercise 
no  such  power  I  and  if  the  gentleman  means  the  State, 
which  is  not  precisely  the  basis  of  the  present  discussion, 
he  is  still  mistaken.     That  ill-fated  city, -sir,  in  a  single 
day,  by  an  act  of  God,  which  no  human  foresight  could 
avert,  which  no  human  arm  could  stay,  lias  lost  more 
than  one  fourth  of  Its  entire  assessable  personal  estate. 
That  desolated  city  stands  a  debtor  to  the  nation  in  the 
sum  of  three  million  six  hundred  and  sixty-eight  thousand 
dollars.     The  bill  before  us  proposes  not  to  forgive  the 
debt^not  to  diminish  the  principal  sum  of  the  debt— • 
not  to  jeopard  it;  it  proposes  merely  to  postpone  the 
payment  from  the  dates  of  maturity  to  the  several  dates 
named. 

Mr.  Chairman,  permit  me  to  view  this  case  as  it  really 
is:  the  nation  a  rich  and  prosperous  creditors  the  devas- 
tated city  not  an  insolvent,  but  a  debtor  oppressed  by  a 
calamity  unparalleled  in  the  two  hundred  years'  history 
of  this  country,  and  rarely  equalled  in  any  age  of  any 
count r}'.  It  has  ever  been  the  common  sense  of  mankind 
that  the  reUtion  of  debtor  and  creditor  imposed  mutual 
obligations  as  well  as  mutual  interests,    ft  has  ever  been 
the  practice  of  mankind  in  this  relation,  under  great  ca- 
lamity and  privation  of  means  on  the  part  of  the  debtor, 
:  to  claim  and  receive  from  his  full-hsnded  creditor  not 
only  the  kind  of  relief  provided  in  this  bill— postpone- 
ment of*  payment — but  advance,  moreover,  of  money  or 
,  other  necessaries.     Shall  we  depart  from  a  principle  of 
ethics  and  a  rule  of  practice  sanctioned  by  all  ages  and 
by  all  grades  of  men?    No,  sir,  motives  of  self-interest 
forbid  it — motives  of  humanity  forbid  it. 

There  is  in  the  case  under  discussion,  sir,  something 
.  more  than  the  mere  simple  relation  of  debtor  and  credi- 
tor between  the  parties.   There  is  in  this  case,  and  most 
stronglv  marked,  the  nearer  and  closer  relation,  nnd  the 
!   stronger  obltgaticms,  of  employer  and  agent,  of  principal 
and  factor;  and  this  debt,  sir,  has  accrued,  not  partly, 
,  but  wholly,  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  such 
agency.     It  has  been  the  policy  of  this  nation— «  policy 
so  discreet,  so  wise,  and  sound,  that  I  trust  it  may  never 
I   be  discontinued — to  collect  the  neceassr}'  funds  for  the 
support  of  Government  from  masses  of  property,  prior 
to  those  minuter  subdivisions  for  the  consumption  of  the 
community,  avoiding  thereby  the  more  tedious,  the  ten- 
fold more  costly  and  more  offensive  mode  of  thrusting 
the  unwelcome  tax-gatherer  into  the  domicils  of  our  peo- 
ple, for  the  ancient  mode  of  capitation,  tithe,  or  small 
property  tax. 

It  hss  been  found  the  mutual  interest  and  the  mutual 
necessity  of  the  parties,  that  the  nation  should  collect 
very  nearly  two  thirds  of  its  impost  revenue  through  the 
agency  of  the  eity  of  New  York.  More  than  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty  millions  have  been  thus  collected  and  psid 
into  the  Treasury.  How  skilfully  or  unskilfully  this 
duty  hu  been  performed  I  will  not  pretend  to  define; 
the  Treasury  records  will  give  the  answer.  1  would  not 
be  understood  to  intimate  that  New  York  has  paid  a 
single  dollar  from  her  own  coffers  more  than  her  just 
quots.  Bvery  body  knows  that  the  consumer  of  tbe 
merchandise,  wherever  may  be  his  location,  is  the  ulti- 
mate payer  of  the  import  tax.  Nor  do  I  claim  that  such 
agency  baa  been  profitless  or  onerous.  I  have  already 
said  that  the  interests  of  the  parties  were  mutual.  My 
object  is  merely  to  exhibit  the  existing  fact,  and  to  de- 
duce from  it  the  very  cogent  argument  for  the  postpone- 


ment of  payment,  that  the  debt  we  owe  the  nation  has 
arisen,  and  unavoidably  arisen,  in  our  relation  of  agent 
to  the  .Government  in  the  collection  of  its  revenue,  which, 
by  an  act  of  God,  we  are  at  present  unable  to  pay. 
Every  body  knows,  sir,  that  the  process  of  such  collec- 
tion— snd  1  will  add  the  process  of  creation,  too-— of  the 
imports,  is  by  and  through  the  importation  of  foreign 
merchandise;  and  it  is  equally  well  known  that  the 
means,  and  the  only  instrument  of  the  whole  perform- 
ance, is  capital.  This  capital  is  annihilated,  or  so  greatly 
diminished,  that  gentlemen  may  be  assured  a  fearful  de- 
rangement muat  ensue  unless  we  derive  large  temporary 
assistance  somewhere. 

There  is,  sir,  a  third  relstion  between  this  ill-fated  city 
and  the  nation,  which  claims  strongly  her  protection.  I 
mean,  sir,  that  common  relation  which  every  great  po- 
litical or  social  community  owes  to  all  its  parts^  and  all 
its  parts  owe  to  the  whole. 

We  ask  this  relief,  then,  sir,  first,  on  the  principle  of 
our  relation  to  the  nation,  as  a  debtor  of  impaired  means, 
with  a  creditor  whose  coffers  are  over-full.  Again,  sir, 
we  ask  it  on  the  principle  of  our  relation  as  agent,  sud- 
denly bereft  of  the  very  implements  of  our  agency,  while 
our  principal  is  possessed  of  a  superabundant  supply. 
And  ag^in,  sir,  we  ask  it  in  conformity  with  the  common, 
social,  equitable  obligation  which  a  great  and  prosperous 
community  owes  to  each  and  all  its  parts,  which,  from 
sudden  and  unavoidable  calamity,  require  such  aid.  May 
I  say,  fir,  we  do  not  ask  it  in  the  spirit  of  supplication, 
humiliation,  and  alms-giving.  The  city,  sir,  though  de- 
vastated, has  yet  remaining  means.  She  is  rich  in  the 
insuppressible  spirit  of  enterprise,  and  in  the  unmitiga- 
ted industry  of  her  citizens.  She  merely  wants  tempo- 
rary aid.  She  asks  of  you  in  this  bill  the  indulgence  of 
deferring  payment  until  she  can  render  her  remaining 
means  available.  Will  the  nation  look  calmly  on,  and 
close  its  door  on  us,  while  all  around  us  elsewhere  have 
opened  their  heartSr  hands,  and  coffers  to  us?  Will  the 
frugal  but  equitable  East,  will  the  hardy  but  generous 
West,  will  the  mounting  chivalry  of  the  South,  will  the 
most  prosperous  nation  that  the  sun  of  heaven  ever  shone 
on,  refuse  the  credit  which  so  many  reciprocal  interests 
and  mutual  obligations  enforce?  She  will  not;  I  know 
she  will  not.  Is  there  any  legal  or  constitutional  bar  to 
such  postponement?  None,  sir:  your  records  are  full  of 
precedents  precisely  in  point;  the  only  dissimilitude  is  in 
the  magnitude  of  the  loss  in  this  and  former  cases — the 
devastation  in  this  being  some  twentyfold  greater  than 
in  those.  Will  that  unfortunate  city  be  the  onlpr  bene- 
ficiary of  the  measure?  By  no  means,  sir.  In  its  com- 
mercial intercommunications  with  every  part  of  the  na- 
tion, it  has  become  largely  a  creditor.  And  this  mass  of 
commercial  credit  has  been  most  frightfully  swollen  by 
tbe  sale  and  hypothecation  of  the  public  stocks  of  nearly 
every  State  of  the  Union.  But  now,  without  this  aid 
from  Congress,  the  sudden  abstraction  of  so  large  a  por- 
tion of  our  moveable  capital  by  the  conflagration  must 
compel  us  to  force  our  commercial  debtors,  and  to  press 
the  return  of  a  tremendous  amount  of  stocks  to  the  sev- 
eral States  of  their  creation.  It  is  charged  by  the  gen- 
tieman  from  Kentucky,  as  against  the  bill,  that  the  relief 
reaches  no  other  sufferers  thsn  the  merchants.  He  is 
mistaken;  for  although  the  provision  is  intended  chiefly 
for  thst  class,  as  the  chief  sufferers,  and  other  aids  are 
preparing  for  other  classes  of  sufferers,  yet  such  is  the 
diffusive  nature  of  cspital,  and  such  the  laws  ruling  the 
existence,  the  formation,  and  the  blended  intercourse  of 
the  people  which  make  up  the  great  whole  of  a  dense 
commercial  city,  that  it  is  quite  imposnble  to  place  cap- 
ital in  any  class  or  In  any  position  which  will  not  extend 
itself  beneficially  to  all.  The  laborer,  cartman,  mechanic, 
all,  all  will  feel  the  assistance.  I  may  myself  be  bene- 
fited, who  have  been  a  mechanic  these  forty  years,  and 
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bave  neither  ships,  nor  bonds,  nor  imposts.  But  were 
it  otherwise,  should  we  withhold  it }  Are  the  merchants 
not  men?  Are  not  their  rsmilies  women  and  chiklren? 
Are  they  not  subject  to  the  same  wants— hunger,  thirst, 
griefs,  dismay,  ruin — ^as  other  folks?  And  because  a 
merchant  has  lived  well,  and  is  now  devastated,  will  he 
feel  want  and  ruin  the  less  poignantly  on  that  account? 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  detained  you  too  long.  I  have 
endeavored  to  confine  myself  strictly  to  the  argument.  I 
have  meant  to  suppress  all  unnecessary  detail.  The  pecu- 
liar relation  I  stand  in  towards  the  sufferers  would  not 
permit  me  to  say  less.  Had  I  not  prohibited  myself,  it 
were  easy,  sir,  to  give  you  volumes  of  detailed  individual 
loss,  distress,  dismay,  more  affecting  to  the  mind,  more 
appalling  to  the  heart,  than  the  great  view  of  the  deso- 
lation. 

I  think  the  bill  ought  to  pasa*  I  tnist  it  will  pass. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Pennsylvania,  aaid,  the  only 
power  existing  in  the  Government  by  which  this  bill 
could  pass  under  the  constitution  and  the  laws,  was  the 
relation  between  debtor  and  creditor.  He  maintained 
that  the  money  paid,  the  Government  was  not  only  bound 
to  hold  it,  but  had  no  right  to  return  it.  Mr.  C  should 
vote  in  favor  of  the  motion  6f  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  Habdih.] 

Mr.  VANDEUPOEL  said  that,  appreciating  and  ad- 
miring, as  he  did,  that  humane,  liberal,  and  high-mind- 
ed feeling,  which  should  ever  characterize  an  assembly 
composed  of  the  representatives  of  a  great  and  magnani- 
mous nation,  he  had  not  permitted  himself  to  doubt  that 
the  bill  under  consideration  would  pass,  if  there  was  no 
constitutional  objection  in  the  way  of  its  passage.  The 
greatest  calamity  with  which  the  elements  had  ever 
scourged  any  city  on  this  continent  formed  the  occasion 
for  the  appeal  which  was  made  in  behalf  of  many  of 
the  enterprising  and  ill-fated  citizens  of  one  of  your 
commercial  cities.  The  disaster  was  one  of  unprece- 
dented violence,  and  gentleoken  should  not  too  readilv 
have  startled,  if  the  remedies  proposed  had  even  exhibi- 
ted some  extraordinary  characteristics,  which  he  humbly 
conceived  that  the  provisions  contained  in  the  bill  did 
not  do.  To  call  for  chapter,  and  rule,  and  precedent, 
and  section,  to  justify  means  of  relief  in  such  an  emer- 
gency, would  (he  spoke  it  with  all  due  deference)  be 
too  stoical  a  reauisition  for  the  occasion.  It  would  be  a 
libel  upon  legislation,  under  free  and  constitutional  Gov- 
ernments, for  it  would  be  virtually  saying  that,  in  legis- 
lation, the  head  could  never  approve  what  the  heart 
most  eloquently  dictated. 

That  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  New  York  sufferen, 
frame  it  as  you  might,  would  be  opposed,  was  indeed 
to  have  been  expected.  It  was  to  have  been  expected 
that  that  jealous  vigilance  over  the  public  interest  and 
the  national  Treasury,  which,  salutary  as  it  was  in  the 
main,  so  often  detected  objections  and  bugbears  which 
its  own  creative  energies  only  produced — ^it  was  to  have 
been  expected  that  this  never-sleeping  principle  would, 
in  any  event,  occasion  some  opposition  to  the  bill;  but 
the  friends  of  the  bill  still  hoped  that  when  honorable 
gentlemen  came  to  weigh  all  the  arguments  and  con- 
siderations, derivable  not  only  from  precedent,  but  from 
principle,  that  could  be  urged  in  fjivor  of  the  bill,  they 
would  not  have  the  heart  to  give  it  their  negative^  for 
he  firmly  believed  that  they  would  not  have  the  argument 
of  the  heart  alone  to  justify  them  to  their  constituents; 
but  that  reason,  justice,  expediency,  and  even  prece- 
dent, should  plead  their  justification. 

Were  gentlemen  aware  that  the  statute  books  abound- 
ed with  precedents  to  justify  the  relief  proposed  to  be 
given  by  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  extending  the 
credit  upon  the  revenue  bonds?  He  had  collected  a 
few,  and  he  believed  only  a  few,  of  the  acts  which  Con- 
gress had  passed  to  relieve  those  who  had  been  -over- 


taken by  such  a  calamity.  In  1803,  the  town  of  Po^.v 
mouth,  in  New  Hampshire,  was  visited  with  a  destroctive 
fire,  and  Congress  on  that  occasion  promptly  interpoiri 
and  passed  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers,  tiffiiltr 
in  principle  to  the  first  section  of  the  bill  now  under 
consideration.  It  authorized  the  collector  at  FortstDoa!^ 
to  cancel  the  old  bonds,  and  take  new  ones,  ind  u 
extend  the  credit  given  by  the  old  bonds.  In  1837,4 
seems  that  Portsmouth  was  again  viaited  by  a  vniiv 
calamity,  and  the  like  relief  was  eiven  by  Confms. 
In  March,  1804,  an  act  was  paased  ffor  the  rdief  of  ibe 
sufferers  by  fire  in  Norfolk,  similar  to  those  vhich  vere 
passed  in  the  cases  of  Portsmouth.  It  will  be  recolleti- 
ed  that,  in  1830,  a  fire  awept  away  a  conndersble  por- 
tion of  the  city  of  Savannah {  and  you  will  find  in  jw 
statute  book  a  similar  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Sanoaii 
sufferers  on  that  occanon.  Here,  then,  were  precedeca 
in  abundance  to  justify  the  interference  of  this  Hwsf. 
if  there  was  any  weight  in  precedents. 

But,  by  examining  these  same  statute  books,  it  v«^ 
be  found  that  Congress  had  not  limited  their  r^ 
against  such  calamities  to  the  mere  extension  of  ^ 
bonds  given  for  duties*  but  had  also,  on  various  occasio^ 
wholly  remitted  the  dutiea  on  the  goods  destroyed  >» 
that,  too»  on  a  principle  that  he  considered  to  be  fntirelj 
defensible.  Under  oiir  system  of  indirect  tsutioni  it 
was  intended  that  the  consumer  should  actually  pa;  the 
duties  upon  gooda  imported  into  the  country;  snH 
those  goods  were  destroyed  before  they  went  into  tbe 
hands  of  the  actual  tax  payer,  it  was  right  that  thcf 
should  be  refunded  to  biro  who  had  thus,  in  anticipauee. 
paid  them  to  the  Government.  If  Congress  bf^*  j*^ 
as  he  asserted,  on  a  variety  of  occasions  remitted  ik 
duties,  and  the  principle  of  such  interposition  could  be 
supported,  he  could  imagine  no  difficulty  in  suppoftis; 
this  bill  on  the  ground  of  principle<  a  bill  which  dideoi 
at  all  propose  to  relinquish  the  debt  to  the  Ooveromeot. 
but  only  to  extend  the  time  for  payment  of  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  HAaDis,]»» 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  CHAMssat,]  bK 
objected  to  the  bill  because,  as  they  seemed  to  8uppo|f> 
it  dispensed  charity.  He  (Mr.  V.)  did  not.  conadtf 
that  the  bill  at  all  involved  this  principle  of  clian?. 
Your  great  importing  merchants  were  your  agentJ, 
bring  into  the  country  the  means  of  raising  ref^nw- 
You  were  the  principal.  The  arm  of  your  agent  »» 
crippled  by  a  certain  catastrophe,  which  no  human  »J| 
could  guard  against;  and  the  question  was^  *'^**.  ^ 
would  let  him  sink,  and  be  disabled  from  bringing  >»" 
the  country  any  more  means  to  enlarge  your  refpn  • 
or  whether  you  would,'by  a  little  indulgence,  «"^"j, 
and  enable  him  to  go  on  in  his  occupation  or  w 
prise,  and  bring  from  abroad  new  meana  ©''f''*^  jj^j 
Treasury.  All  gentlemen  would  agree  »^"^**."'"^,^ 
not  one  single  dollar's  worth  the  leas  offoWfS^^^ 
would  be  consumed  in  the  country,  by  reason  of )»  ^^^^ 
mense  mass  of  goods  that  had  been  destroyed  in  ^ 
York.  The  vacuttm  occasioned  by  the  devcwrj* 
element  must,  and  would  most  assuredly,  be  ^"^^ 
not  a  coat  less  would  be  worn,  not  a  cent's  worth  wgjj^ 
ries  the  less  would  be  consumed.  What,  then,  »^  ^^ 
the  consequence  to  the  Government?  Whyi  *  •  j^ 
Government  would  actually  make  money  ^'.  ^.f^p. 
which  had  blasted  the  hopes  and  annihilated  ^^'^^J^ 
erty  of  so  rasny  enterprising  individuals.  *  tie 
realize  the  duty  upon  the  goods  destroyed,  upo  ^ 
goods  for  which  the  bonds  in  question  were  S'T*  ^J^^^ 
then  derive  an  additional  revenue  from  the  »i»^^  ^^ 
quantity  of  goods  that  must  and  would  be  imp^ ,  ^|,^g 
supply 'the  deficiency.  The  Government  ^^.^li 
inevitably  g^in  much  bv  means  of  an  *'*"*  J  L  not 
created  so  much  individual  distress;  and  woulu  '^^ 
i  should  we  not,  when  wc  were  to  be  the  rccipJ^" 
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much  ir*in»  extend  a  little  indulgence  to  our  unfortunate 
creditors?    He  humbly  conceived  that  policy  and  ex- 
pediency, %,%  well  at  justice,  dictated  this  course i  thai  an 
opulent  individual  creditor  would,  under  like  circum- 
stancesv  grant  to  bis  unfortunate  debtor  all  the  relief  pro- 
vided for  by  the  bill.     Suppose  a  debtor  engaged  in 
some  occupation  which  consecj^uentiatly  produced  much 
j^ain  to  the  creditori  suppose  him  overtaken  by  a  severe 
calamity,   which  paralysed  his  energies  and  disabled 
him   vithout  some  relief  from  further  prosecuting  his 
buaineaa,  so  directly  profitable  to  himself,  and  so  inci- 
dentally profitable  to  the  creditor:  would  the  latter, 
sir,  considering  his  own  interest,  hesitate  to  extend  his 
bond^     He  would  do  this,  and  be  apt  to  go  further,  and 
make  a  new  loan.     Self-interest,  if  no  better  motive, 
^vould  prompt  him  to  do  thist  and  was  the  arm  of  Cov- 
er ment  so  tied  up  that  it  could  not,  in  such  a  case,  do 
Tor  its  own  interest  what  an  individual  would  do?    He 
did  not  believe  that  we  were  so  lamentably  impotent. 

It  had  been  remarked  by  gentlemen,  that  the  proviso 
to  the  first  section  of  the  bill  was  objectionable,  because 
it  provided  for  cases  where  bonds  had  already  been  paid. 
Ue   did  not  consider  this  objection  at  all  sound.     If 
wre  legislated  at  all,  we  should  do  it  in  such  a  way  as  at 
least  not  to  be  subject  to  the  imputation  of  partiality. 
Why  should  not  those  sufferers  who  had  been  compel- 
led to  pay  their  bonds  participate  in  the  benefits  intend- 
ed to  be  secured  by  the  bill,  equally  with  those  whose 
bonds  were  unpaid?  They  had  paid,  because  they  could 
not  enter  their  goods  when  their  bonds  laid  over.     Was 
this  compulsory  promptness,  this  inconvenient  abstrsc- 
tion  from  those  funds  which  were  necessary  to  enable 
them  to  further  prosecute  their  business,  was  this  to  op- 
erate against  them?    He  hoped  and  confidently  believed 
that  the  bill  would  pass  this  House  without  amendment. 
Mr.  McKEON  said,  that  in  presenting  himself  to  the 
committee,  with  a  view  of  offering  some  remarks  in  re- 
lation to  the  subject  then  under  consideration,  he  trusted 
the  committee  would  find  in  the  catastrophe  which  exci- 
ted the  consternation  of  the  whole  country,  and  called 
forth  the  bill  on  the  table,  sufficient  apology  for  his 
rising.    He  should  be  wanting  in  the  duty  he  owed  to 
the  city  which  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent, 
and  in  gratitude  to  a  constituency  which  bad  for  yeara 
honored  him  with  their  confidence,  if,  on  an  occasion 
like  the  present,  he  did  not  endeavor  to  make  known  to 
the  committee  the  claims  of  his  fellow-citizens.     He 
confessed  that  he  was  surprised  to  witness  the  observa- 
tions made  in  opposition  to  the  measures  then  under 
consideration.     The  relief  asked  for  in  the  bill  was  so 
partial  that  he  had  hoped  no  objection  would  have  been 
raised;  but,  since  it  had  been,  it  was  his  purpose,  if  the 
committee  would  favor  him  with  their  attention,  to  point 
out  the  propriety  of  the  passage  of  the  bill.     An  awful 
calamity  had  fallen  upon  the  city  of  New  York.     It  was 
not  liis  intention,  even  if  he  had  the  power,  to  attempt 
to  arouse  their  sympathies,  by  depicting  the  scenes  of 
destniction  which  now  might  be  visible  in  the  commer- 
cisl  emporium  of  the  Union.     It  was  not  his  intention  to 
describe  the  eflTects  of  a  conflagration  which  had  never 
beeo  equalled,  in  its  devastating  and  sweeping  fury,  on 
this  continent.     Our  public  journals  had  been  filled  with 
appalling  statements  of  the  misfortunes  of  our  mer- 
chanti;  with  descriptions  setting  forth  that  ihe  section 
of  the  city  most  devoted  to  mercantile  operations,  with 
its  Imnclreds  of  stores  and  warehouses,  and  its  millions  of 
property,  was  now  a  pile  of  smoking  ruins.    The  mis- 
fortune of  New  York  was  a  national  misfortune.     This 
blow,  struck  at  the  commercial  mart  of  the  country — this 
wound,  given  to  the  very  heart  of  the  western  world- 
was  sufficient  to  paralyze  for  a  time  the  industry  of  the 
nation.    It  must  alarm  the  capitalist— it  must  dishearten 
ibe  manufacturer— it  roust  harass  the  agriculturist:  in  a 


word,  in  must  penetrate  into  the  most  distant  spot,  dif- 
fusing dismay  throughout  every  portion  of  this  vast  con* 
federacy,   wherever  human  industry  was  active.     To 
follow  the  ramifications  of  such  an  event  was  impossible. 
Those  ramifications  were,  as  had  been  well  expressed 
in  another  branch  of  this  Legislature,  so  **  complicated 
and  implicated"  that  pursuit  was  impracticable {  but  so 
Intimately  were  all  the  great  interests  of  the  country 
united,  that  the  vibration  must  be  felt  in  every  point, 
with  greater  or  lesser  influence.    If  the  smallest  pebble 
thrown  into  the  stream  of  commerce  was  sufficient  to 
disturb  the  smoothness  of  its  current,  what  must  be  the 
effects  of  a  convulsion  like  this,  which  had,  as  it  were, 
upturned  the  entire  bed  of  the  mighty  river  itselP    U 
was  a  national  calamity,  and  in  that  point  he  wished  it  to 
be  viewed.     So  far  as  relief  coula  be  granted  to  the 
city,  he  was  confident  that  when  it  was  taken  into  con* 
sideration  that  thousands  actively  engaged  in  business, 
consisting  of  merchants,  and  all  connected  with  them  in 
their  transactions,  had,  in  the  very  midst  of  an  inclement 
season  of  the  year,  been  thrown  out  of  employment, 
their  business  disturbed;  that  confusion  reigned  where 
but  a  few  hours  before  all  was  order;  and  that  in  the 
hour  of  aflliclion,  while  with  unsubdued  spirits  these 
very  citizens  were  rallying  their  scattered  force,  while 
they  were  calling  upon  the  Hercules  of  the  General 
Government  for  assistance,  yet  they  were  exerting  every 
means  to  rise  above  the  troubles  with  which  they  were 
oppressed— he  felt  confident,  he  said,  they  would  not 
refuse  the  sanction  of  that  committee  to  the  bill.     We 
do  not,  continued  Mr.  McK.,  in  this  bill  ask  for  a  remis- 
sion of  duties — a  question  hereafter  to  be  presented,  and 
Which  he  hoped  to  see  adopted.     There  is  nothing  in 
this  bill  with  regard  to  the  surplus  moneys  of  the  Gov- 
ernment,    He  wished  gentlemen  to  understand  these 
points.     He  wished  to  remove  impressions  which  he  was 
aware  existed  in  the  minds  of  many,  in  relation  to  the 
provisions  of  the  bill.     The  first  section  provided  for  an 
extension  of  the  time  of  the  bonds  of  all  persons  who 
had  suflTered  loss  by  the  fire  of  the  16lh  of  December 
last,  for  periods  not  exceeding  three,  four,  and  five 
years,  in  equal  instalments,  from  the  da^  of  payment 
specified  in  the  bonds.    It  also  provided  for  the  cancel* 
ling  of  the  bonds,  upon  others  being  given  with  proper 
sureties,  payable  in  the  like  space  of  three,  four,  and 
^yt  years.     To  the  first  section  were  annexed  two  pro- 
visions.   The  first,  that  those  who  were  within  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act,  and  who  may  have  paid  their  bonda 
subsequent  to  the  fire,  should  be  entitled  to  the  benefit 
of  the  first  section — that  their  bonds  should  be  renewed, 
and  the  payments  made  on  them  refunded.   The  second 
provision  denied  the  benefit  of  the  section  to  any  person 
whose  loss  did  not  exceed  one  thousand  dollars.     Thif 
section  was  not  only  founded  upon  every  principle  of 
justice,  was  dictated  by  every  maxim  of  sound  policy, 
but  was  in  accordance  with  the  settled  practice  of  the 
country.     Nothing  novel  was  presented  in  that  park 
which  provided  for  the  extension  of  the  bonds.    They 
would  find  in  their  statute  book  law  afler  law,  from  the 
year  1803  to  1820,  sanctioning  the  principle  of  this  sec- 
tion.    They  would  discover  the  cases,  already  referred 
to,  of  the  sufferers  by  the  fires  which  occurred  at  Ports- 
mouth, at  Norfolk,  and  at  Savannah,  and  in  which  the 
eJLtent  of  the  calamity  giving  rise  to  the  legislation  was 
not  to  be  compared  with  that  of  the  city  of  New  York. 
The  section  was  fortified  by  precedents,  to  which  he 
solicited  their  serious  consideration. 

The  gentlemen  from  Kentucky  and  Pennsylvania 
[Messrs.  IUbdih  and  CuAMBaas]  objected  to  refunding 
the  money  already  advanced  by  the  debtors  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. We  had  no  right  to  pay  back  the  amount. 
There  can  be  no  doubt,  sir,  as  to  our  right.  The  whole 
question  is  io  our  hands.     We  are  here  to  adjust  the 
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differences  between  the  Gorernment  tnd  its  debtors. 
We  sre  here  to  do  justice  towards  all  those  debtors.  So 
fkr  as  those  who  have  paid  their  bonds  are  concerned, 
would  it  not  be  refusing  to  them  the  kindness  which  we 
Intend  to  gire  to  all  debtors  of  the  Government,  if  we 
do  not  provide  for  a  future  period  of  payment?  It  would 
be  cruelty  to  Uke  advantage  of  their  situation,  and  hold 
the  money  they  were  compelled  to  pay,  in  order  to  fulfil 
the  law,  and  that  they  might  enter  their  goods.  If  we 
intend  to  extend  the  time,  let  us  extend  it  for  the  benefit 
of  all  who  have  suffered.  Standing  in  the  relation  of  a 
debtor  overtaken  by  a  sudden  misfortune,  the  merchant 
has  a  strong  claim  upon  the  Government,  with  an  over- 
flowing Treasury,  for  forbearance,  for  time  to  meet  the 
payments  of  his  bonds.  Is  it  prudent  to  harass  your 
debtor?  Is  it  not  wise  to  sustain  him  in  his  effbrU  to 
obtain  the  means  of  satisfying  your  demands? 

To  the  second  section  of  the  bill,  which  provided  for 
anextension  of  all  other  bonds  given  prior  to  the  late  fire 
lor  a  period  of  six,  nine,  and  twelve  months,  he  had  an- 
ticipated obiectioii.  To  many  it  might  appear  strange 
that  the  bill  should  extend  in  its  provisions  beyond  the 
actual  soflTerers  by  the  fire.  Many  would  object  (as  had 
tbe  member  from  Kentucky)  to  an  extension  of  time  with- 
out the  exaction  of  interest;  and  many  might  imagine  a 
preference  would  be  given  to  the  port  of  New  York  over 
other  sections  of  the  country. 

He  (Mr.  McK.)  was  prepared  to  show  that  analogous 
cases  could  be  found  for  the  legislation  which  was  now 
asked  for.     Congress  had  from  time  to  time  extended 
to  the  debtors  of  the  Government,  owing  Urge  sums  on 
the  purchase  of  public  lands,  the  period  of  payments, 
and  had  at  length  not  only  released  the  interest,  but  also 
deducted  a  large  per  centage  of  the  principal.    Against 
such  measures  no  objection  ought  to  have  been  raised-— 
It  was  part  of  a  just,  liberal,  and  sound  policy,  calcula- 
ted  to  foster  the  enterprise  and  give  an  impulse  to  the 
industry  of  a  large  section  of  country.     He  therefore 
desired  that  the  same  principle  which  had  been  adopted 
in  regard  to  the  branch  of  the  public  revenue  derived 
from  lands  should  be  extended  to  that  received  from  the 
cuktoms.     If  there  had  been  extension  and  forbearance 
in  one  case,  he  hoped  the  same  policy  would  be  pur- 
sued  in  this  instance.    No  deduction  was  solicited;  mere- 
ly further  time  for  payment.     The  fire  (Mr.  McK.  said) 
bad  not  only  affected  those  whose  goods  were  destroy- 
ed, but  every  man  in  business  of  any  nature  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  and  particularly  merchants.     Their  ope- 
rations must  be  crippled  by  the  destruction  of  a  large 
amount  of  capital;  millions  upon  millions,  the  result  of 
the  labors  of  years,  the  accumulations  of  enterprise,  had 
been  entirely  annihilated,  toUlly  abstracted,  and  the 
commercial  community  must  suffer  thereby  to  a  consider- 
able extent.     The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
Chambebs]  remarked  there  was  no  evidence  of  the 
true  state  of  losses.    The  committee  bad  no  estimate 
before  them.     He  (Mr.  McK.)  was  in  possession  of  a 
statement  from  which  some  calculation  might  be  made 
of  the  immense  amount  of  property  destroyed.     It  wss 
the  result  of  the  labora  of  a  committee  which  reported 
to  a  meeting  held  In  the  city  of  New  York,  the  mayor 
presiding,  and   from  which  it  appeared  that  the  whole 
number  of  buildings  destroyed  is  ascerUined  to  be  527, 
exclusive  of  the  Exchange  and  the  Squth  Dutch  Church, 
and  may  be  fairly  valued  at  $4,000,000,  which  is  a  frac- 
tion over  $7,000  each,  and  is  generally  considered  a  cor- 
rect estimate.  .  As  far  as  the  committee  could  ascertain, 
less  than  one  half  only  of  the  mercantile  houses  have  re- 
ported their  loss  in  goods  by  the  late  fire.     By  duplies- 
tmg  this  amount,  ($6,557,846.)  we  have  $13,115,692. 
Bs  the  probable  total  sum  destroyed  in  merchandise  of 
all  descnptiOM      Add  to  this  the  estimated  value  in 
Sttiidings,  $4,000,000,  and  the  whole  loss  may  be  calcu- 


lated  at  $17,115,692.  This  amount  was  hx  bebvtbe 
actual  losst  upwards  of  twenty  uitllions  of  cs|>ital  W 
been  sunk;  and  to  relieve  the  commonity  fromtliedlieeti 
of  the  withdrawal  of  this  amount,  oieasures  mot  be 
adopted,  and  without  delay,  if  the  country  did  notdnre 
to  see  a  prostration  of  a  large  portion  of  our  mercmiic 
population.  The  gentleman  frou  Pcnmylvaoia  refend 
to  the  Act  of  the  most  of  our  merchants  being  iiwrai, 
and  the  probability  of  their  being  indemnified  b/tboe 
insurance  companies.  He  (Mr.  McK.)  had  bees  br- 
nished  with  a  statement,  by  a  member  of  tbe  cooiButtec 
of  the  merchants  from  tbe  city,  in  whose  intelligfscebe 
had  every  confidence,  setting  forth  that  there  veit 
eighteen  insolvent  companies  representing  s  capital  of 
$6,850,000,  and  six  solvent  institutions  amountiiig  ts 
$1,900,000.  These  millions,  which  perforaed  nt; 
functions  in  the  financial  operations  of  tbe  city,  nr: 
now  lost  to  the  mercltants.  Under  the  present  buk- 
ruptcy  of  the  insurance  offices,  the  merchsnts  mast  b( 
BuflPering.  The  payment  of  even  tbe  smsll  siRoiiit 
which  may  be  paid  by  the  solvent  companies  could  lot 
be  calculated  upon  under  many  months,  and  durm;  ibit 
period  the  insured  must  be  embarrassed  to  s  greit  ci- 
tent.  So  fsr  as  indemnity  was  concerned,  tfaere  vum 
prospect.  The  remark  had  been  made,  in  the  cours 
of  the  discussion,  that  New  York  was  able  to  autiii 
herself;  that  we  heard  of  no  failures,  therefore  ve  vw 
not  called  upon  to  act.  He  did  not  understand  that.  ^^ 
cause  extraordinary,  he  might  say  superhanisn,  fffo^i 
had  been  made  to  sustain  the  credit  of  (he  citf,  *< 
ought  to  refuse  assistance.  These  efforts,  while  tlKj 
redound  to  the  honor  of  the  merchant,  ought  to  aroos 
us  to  assist  men  capable  of  making  such  powerful  stmg- 
gles  against  misfortunes. 

Why  do  they   here  present  their  memorial*^  ^^ 
csuse  they  cherish  their  commercial  character;  becaiue 
they  value  their  credit  as  their  very  life  blood;  beai* 
they  wish  to  protect  it  from  the  slightest  breath  vi^ 
piciou.     They  well  know  its  mighty  efficacy  in  giv>»j 
wings  to  the  enterprise  of  our  citizens.    They  are  »w 
aware  how  it  has  carried  onward  our  comincrcei  >•* 
that  with  the  loss  of  that  eredit  must  sink  tbe  higbcbsr- 
acter    which    the    American    merchant  now  «uU«tf 
throughout  the  commercial  world.     For  these  reasoai 
they  appear  here^  and  let  it  not  be  said  that  you  |>eni»t- 
ted  the  honor  of  your  merchants  to  be  jeoparded  intw 
hour  of  an  unexampled  calamity;  that  you  refoied  w 
extend  to  them  the  generosity  of  the  nation.    Why  «« 
the  credit  system  originally  adopted  ?    To  aid  with  yoof 
capital  the  rising  commerce  of  the  United  States.  ^^ 
merchants  had  industry  and  enterprise,  but  they  ^^ 
capital.    It  was  granted  to  them,  and  the  to$zw^ 
results  show  the  sound  policy  of  vour  movenienu.   »^ 
reason  which  operated  then,  applies  with  great  force  w 
the  present  case.    Your  merchants  sre  now  opcratjj 
with  a  capital  diminished  twenty  millions  and  upvai^ 
and  to  that  extent  have  a  strong  claim  upon  your  »j[»?r 
ihies.     And  now  let  me  turn  to  my  honorable  rneoa 
from  Kentucky,   and,  with  his  permission,  Uy  wrorc 
him  the  history  of  the  tranaact'ions  of  New  York  m  r«* 
erence  to  the  General  Government.    I  wish  to  pwni  «• 
to  him  the  conduct  of  that  city  in  the  collection  of  wb 
public  revenue.     I  speak  not  of  the  faithfol  ^f^ 
of  duties  ss  the  agents  for  the  collection  of  <»»"' !f!P^ 
I  refer  not  to  the  immense  revenue  of  that  port  «•  i 
spirit  of  exultation,  or  with  a  view  of  holdinff  «>P 
this  House  tbe  gigantic  means  derived  from  the \tiimi 
of  our  citizens.    I  regret  that  my  honorable  fr"*";  ^^ 
attempted  to  arouse  the  feeling  of  this  Houie,  by  ^^ 
senting  our  strength— our  solicitations  for  the  u«c  w  ,^ 
public  treasure.     I  will  not  conceal  the  pnd«  J  ^\^^ 
the  city  of  New  York,  and  how  that  feeling  '**'.  Jf 
increased  by  the  recent  display  of  energy  «"  ^^^ 
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of  her  inhabitants.  But,  sir,  the  Union  has  a  right 
to  be  proud  of  her  also.  She  belongs  to  you  all,  and 
any  injury  inflicted  upon  her  must  react  upon  the 
whole  country.  She  is  the  storehouse  of  the  industry  of 
the  nation,  and  to  the  representatives  of  the  nation  be- 
longs the  protection  of  her  interests.  The  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  ought  not  to  blame  us  if,  with  natural 
advantages  unequalled  upon  the  face  of  the  globe,  with 
a  location  commanding  an  immense  foreign  commerce, 
and  hundreds  of  miles  of  inland  communication,  our 
merchants  have  exerted  themselves  to  advance  the 
prosperity  of  not  only  that  citv,  but  also  of  the  entire 
country.  By  an  examination  of  the  Treasury  accounts, 
the  honorable  member  would  find  that  upwards  of  two 
hundred  and  sixty  millions  had  been  paid  by  the  port  of 
New  York  into  the  Treasury  of  the  Union.  A  vast  por- 
tion of  revenue  had  been  collected  by  some  of  the  very 
men  now  applying  for  relief.  New  York  paid  annually 
two  thirds  of  your  revenue;  she  has  been  a  faithful  and 
indefatigable  agent  in  the  collection  of  your  imposts; 
and  to  deny  her  the  request  now  made  would  be  an 
unkind  requital  for  her  conduct  towards  the  Govern- 
ment. 

The  bill  ought  not  to  be  delayed.  Every  day  it  was 
postponed  added  to  the  difficulties  the  merchants  were 
now  sufTering  under.  Goods  were  daily  arriving  which 
roust  he  entered,  and  be  entreated  the  committee  no 
longer  to  delay  the  adoption  of  the  measure  now  before 
it,  and  to  destroy  at  once  the  fears  which  otherwise 
might  be  entertained  of  an  unparalleled  commercial 
distress.  Prudence  dictated  an  immediate  decision  on 
the  question. 

My  colleague  [Mr.  Camsrblsho]  has  given  you  to 
understand  Ibat  a  pressure  must  come,  and  you  ought  to 
put  these  merchants  over  it.    The  storm  was  gathering, 
and  you  ought  to  protect  them  from  its  fury.    It  would 
be  well  for  the  members  to  consider  that  the  connexion 
between  New  York  and  the  whole  country  is  so  close 
that  distress  cannot  fall  upon  her  alone.     Credit  bas 
been  given  on  the  faith  of  these  bunds  to  every  part  of 
the  Union,  and  must  be  redeemed.     If  you  insist  on 
payment  from  the  merchants,  they  must  call  upon  the 
different  sections  of  the  country.    On  the  representa- 
tives of  Uie  whole  nation  rests  an  awful  responsibility. 
They  ought  not  to  add  to  the  natural  difficulties  with 
which  the  commercial  community  might  be  compelled 
to  contend.     True  it  was,  we  had  their  bonds;  but  did 
it  become  us  to  insist  on  the  penalty  at  this  moment? 
When  the  great  master  of  the  human  heart  was  desi- 
rous of  presenting  to  us  tlie  character  of  an  opulent  and 
unmerciful  creditor,  be  gave  us  a  Shylock.    How  had 
we  all  burned  with  indignation  at  the  recital  of  the  un- 
fortunate victim  who  had  given  the  bond!     But,  sir,  he 
had,  like  our  debtors,  calculated  on  his  future  success 
-  to  meet  hb  engagements;  he  rested  on  the  return  of  bis 
rich  argosies,  wherewith  he  might  discharge  his  debts. 
But  misfortune  came  upon  him;  and  when  his  unmerciful 
creditor  insisted  on  the  penalty,  when  the  cruelty  to  be 
inflicted  was  defended  on  the    very  same    principle 
which  we  have  put  forward  on  this  floor,  that  its  non- 
fulfilment    might    establish    a   dangerous    precedent, 
whose  heart  bas  not  revolted  from  even  the  sketch  of 
imagination'    Would  it  be  believed  that  we  should  pre- 
sent to  the  civilized  world  the  reality,  that,  with  our  cof- 
fers overflowing  with  funds  accumulated  by  our  own 
•ij^nts,  we  should  insist  on  payment,  because  it  is  so 
nominated  in  the  bond?    You  may  insert  the  knife,  you 
iBay  have  your  pound  of  flesh  '*  nearest  the  heart,"  but 
you  may  be  satisfied  that  the  most  delicate  nerve  in  this 
immense  body  politic  will  grieve  under  the  operation. 
You  will  affect  the  whole  country,  which  must  inevitably 
•uffcr  from  such  a  policy. 
To  the  city  of  New  York  you  have  been  iodebtcd  for 


a  large  portion  of  the  surplus  revenue  whidi  you  now 
have  in  your  Treasury.  Is  it  not  sound  policy  to  give 
those  facilities  which  will  permit  the  stream  of  wealth  to 
pour  on  in  its  natural  course,  (now  I  trust  but  temporari. 
iy  checked)  into  the  great  reservoir  of  the  nation?  Is  it 
not  sound  policy  in  you  to  inspire  the  recuperative  en- 
ergies and  to  infuse  into  the  great  body  of  the  mer- 
chants that  confidence  which  is  the  foundation  of  credit, 
and  the  companion  of  prosperity  of  a  commercial  peo- 
ple? Believe  me,  the  aid  of  your  Treasury  will  be  re- 
turned fourfold  hereafter.  The  money  is  not  required, 
the  security  of  the  Government  is  not  diminished,  and 
you  afford  the  means  of  renovating  the  commercial  sys- 
tem. Give  New  York  the  means  to  sustain  her  commer- 
cial credit,  and  she  will  soon  add  to  the  riches  of  the 
public  coffers  by  her  extended  importations. 

We  may  be  told  that  in  a  question  of  this  nature  we 
are  in  danger  of  surrendering  our  judgments  to  our  feel- 
ings. I  do  not  admit  by  tlie  adoption  of  this  bill  we 
should  be  committing  such  an  act,  and,  even  if  we 
did,  to  what  nobler  conqueror  could  we  yield  submission 
than  to  tlie  best  feeling  of  our  nature — to  the  sympathy 
for  the  sufferings  of  our  fellow-men.  The  destruction 
does  not  confine  itself  to  those  for  whose  relief  the  bill 
on  your  table  is  intended.  Would  that  our  action,  with- 
in conatitutional  limits,  would  permit  us  to  encircle  all 
who  suffer  by  this  caUmity — ^to  relieve  the  thousands 
thrown  out  of  employment — to  succor  the  infirm,  the 
aged,  and  the  helpless— to  save  from  misery  those  who 
now  must  bide  the  pelting  of  the  pitiless  storm!  Much 
do  I  regret  that,  to  borrow  the  figure  of  eloquence,  our 
kindness  must  resemble  the  sun,  which  in  its  rising  only 
illumines  the  loftiest  eminences,  and  not  that  sun  in  its 
meridian  effulgence  which  difl^uses  its  li^ht  and  warmth, 
not  only  over  tl)e  loftiest  palace,  but  mto  the  deepest 
valley.  We  ask  not  for  charity — for  that  charity  which 
has  already  aflTorded  precedents  for  noble  acts  in  the 
thousands  given  to  the  people  of  Caraccas,  and  to  the 
people  of  New  Madrid.  I  will  not  refer  to  cases  to 
show  bow  former  legislation  has  not  been  remiu  in  the 
execution  of  the  duties  of  philanthropy;  but  while  I 
poiotto  these  cases,  and  ask  you  to  not  even  advance  so 
far,  but  to  afford  us  cold,  unfeeling  justice,  to  relieve 
the  distresses  of  our  community,  1  do  hope  this  will  not 
be  denied  to  us. 

Let  it  not  be  supposed  that  this  is  a  mere  local  ques- 
tion.    1  feel  confidence  in  appealing  to  the  various  in- 
terests which  are  here  represented:   to  the  manufac- 
turer and  mechanic,  the  profitable  result  of  whose  labor 
depends  much  on  the  capacity  and  integrity  of  the  mer- 
chant; to  the  agriculturist  who,  although  his  main  de- 
pendance  is  upon  the  soil,  is  aware  that  the  value 
of  that  soil,  and  the  products  of  that  soil,  must  be  in- 
creased by  his  sustaining  the  prosperity  of  our  comflaer- 
cial  interests.     Ttie  various  industries  of  the  country  are 
sointerwoven,  and  depend  so  much  upon  each  other,  that 
it  is  the  duly  of  all  to  uphold  such  as  may  be  in  danger. 
The  influence  of  commerce  if  not  only  felt  in  particu- 
lar points.    To  its  invisible  power  not  only  the  magnifi- 
cent cities  with  which  our  seacoast  is  studded,  but  the 
most  remote  hamlet  in  the  Union,  may  attribute  their 
prosperity  and  advancement.      The  gentleman   from 
Kentucky  asks,  who  are  these  merchants?   Will  he  per- 
mit me  to  answer  him  by  remarking  that  they  are  bis 
brethren,  protected  by  the  constitution  of  our  country, 
which  extends  its  blessings  to  every  citizen;  that  consti- 
tution which  provides  that  into  your  bands  shall  be  given 
the  care  of  the  interests  of  commerce?    And  for  whom 
do  I  ask  the  sympathy  of  this  committee?    For  men 
whose  industry  is  ever  active,  whose  talent  is  unsurpass- 
ed, men  who  are  strongly  identified  with  the  interests 
of  the  country,  who  have  ever  been  foremost  In  works 
of  kindness,  and  whose  philanthropy  has  been  extended 
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to  the  unfortunate  of  every  clime.  I  cUim  it  for  thote 
whose  spirits  are  unbroken  and  energies  oncrushed 
amid  the  ruins  of  their  desolate  Rtalto)  I  ask  it  for  those 
who  have  carried  the  glory  of  the  American  name  and 
the  fruits  of  American  labor  into  the  most  distant  por- 
tions of  the  earth.    For  such  men  I  claim  it. 

But  a  few  days  since  and  but  one  feeling  was  in  this 
House.  The  glow  of  sympathy  was  visible  in  every 
quarter.  I  was  indulging  the  hope  that  relief  would  be 
instantaneously  afforded.  The  whole  country  seemed 
to  be  alive  to  the  consequences  of  the  catastrophe.  I 
cannot  forego  this  opportunity  which  is  here  afforded 
me  of  offering  my  thanks  to  those  communities  which 
have  eipressea  their  kind  feelings  in  behalf  of  New  York. 
To  their  Representatives  on  this  floor  I  csnnot  but  uy 
thatp  however  my  constituents  may  want  in  me  one  who 
can  give  competent  expression  to  the  deep  feeling  of 
gratitude  which  they  entertained  for  the  generous  senti- 
ments sent  forth  from  every  quarter  in  their  behalf, 
they  may  rest  assured  that  their  kindness  has  not  been 
extended  to  those  who  are  cold  or  insensible  of  its  value, 
or  by  whom  it  will  soon  be  forgotten. 

I  trust,  sir,  that  the  warm  feelings  of  sympathy  expre<s- 
.  ed  on  every  side  are  not  dying  away  with  the  sounds 
which  carry  to  the  furthermost  bounds  of  our  coun- 
try the  report  of  this  awful  calamity.  The  tumultu- 
ous  noise  is  still  breaking  over  the  land;  but  it  is 
echoed  back  into  these  hatt9,  in  the  shape  of  the  reso- 
lutions calling  upon  the  Representatives  of  a  generous 
people  to  sustain  the  commercial  metropolis  of  the 
Union.  Confident  I  am  it  will  be  heard  before  long 
from  beyond  the  Alleghany,  calling  upon  my  friends 
from  Kentucky.  Let  us  obey  that  voice,  which  speaks 
to  us  in  tones  of  comfort  for  the  distressed,  which  tells 
us  to  aid  in  the  cause  of  our  afflicted  merchants,  and  to 
allow  commerce  once  more  to  pursue  her  course.  It 
does  not  become  us  to  refuse  assistance  to  that  gallant 
vessel  which,  in  the  hour  of  misfortune,  has  been  over- 
taken by  this  sudden  tempest — she  still  sppears  above 
the  wave,  with  shattered  spars,  and  riven  with  lighten- 
ing, yet  bearing  upon  her  deck  a  noble  crew,  whose 
energies  are  unchecked,  and  hopes  unbroken,  amid  the 
darkness  of  the  storm,  and  straggling  to  preserve  their 
bark  from  the  yawning  gulf.  Must  they  be  deserted  in 
such  an  hour?  Must  thty  perish?  Will  you  extinguish 
the  light  which  hss  been  shining  here,  cheering  them 
in  their  struggle,  towards  which  they  have  turned  their 
anxious  eyes?  Let  it  not  be  said  that  you  hesitated  to 
extend  the  indulgence  of  the  nation  to  the  unfortunate; 
that  commerce  had  made  her  appeal  in  these  halls  to  the 
Representatives  of  a  generous  people,  to  those  intrust- 
ed with  the  guardianship  of  her  interests,  and  that  her 
appeal  was  denied.  Let  it  not  be  said  that  an  Ameri- 
can Congress  refused  to  American  merchants  forbeai- 
ance. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said  he  deeply  regretted  the  public 
calamity  that  had  prompted  the  chairman  of  the  Corn- 
man  of  Ways  of  Mesns  to  propose  the  bill  upon  the  ta- 
ble. Mr.  P.  said  no  gentleman  in  the  House  could  feel 
more  sympathy  for  that  noble  city,  the  pride  and  the 
ornament  of  this  confederacy,  so  far  as  commercial 
wealth,  prosperity,  and  enterprise,  are  concerned.  To 
see  her,  to  a  great  extent,  laid  in  ashes  and  ruins^  is 
enough  to  call  up  all  the  charitable  feelings  and  kind  emo- 
tions of  the  human  heart;  but  (said  Mr.  P.)  we  stand 
here  not  to  pass  measures  that  may  constitute  prece- 
dents important  to  the  future  welfare  of  a  common 
country,  from  the  mere  impulses  of  feeling  and  sympa- 
thy. We  stand  here  to  exercise  certain  great  trusts,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people  of  this  confederacy,  which 
trasts  are  regulated  and  defined  by  the  great  provisions 
of  the  constitution.  He  said  he  did  not  intend  to  press 
the  argument  out  elaborately,  but  begged  to  refer  to 


two  provisions  of  the  constitution:  First,  ''AltdQitn, 
imposts,  and  excises,  shall  be  uniform  throughoot  tlx 
United  States;"  and,  secondly,  '*  No  preference  M 
be  given,  by  any  regulation  of  commerce  or  rereRof.it 
the  ports  of  one  State  over  those  of  another,"  &c.  Hr. 
P.  said  that  an  essential  element  in  the  amount  snd  rt; 
ulation  of  duties  was  time  and  indulgence  uponlbem 
enue  bonds ;  if,  for  instance,  three,  four,  and  fire  yen 
were  given  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  only  six  mw/^' 
in  Boston,  he  apprehended  that  tbi^  woukl  be  not  coit 
m  violation  of  the  spirit  but  the  letter  of  the  constHotlor 
He  remarked  that,  in  reply  to  this,  the  ailment  iri^.' 
be  that  this  was  not  a  regulation  of  revenue  or  i  rm 
nue  law;  but  he  contended  that  if  this  preference  cwld 
not  be  given  directly,  in  the  first  instance,  it  cwl\Atsx. 
be  done  indirectly  afterwards;  for  this  wotiM  inroN 
us  in  the  additional  difficulty  of  passing,  to  a  certiinn 
tent,  an  ex  pott  faeto  .law.  If,  mfter  a  revenue  Ut^ 
|>sssed,  operating  under  the  provisions  of  the  corfl" 
tion  equally  in  every  port  and  on  everjr  class  yw  t- 
law  then  vary  its  operationa,  and  grant  mdalg^encest!^: 

{ireferences,  you  in  fact,  for  all  practical  purposes  ^' 
ate  the  spirit  of  the  constitution.  Mr.  P.  said  ^hit,  s 
to  the  different  precedents  that  had  been  referrri; 
in  the  practice  of  the  Government,  it  was  milter  of  r 
difference  to  him,  as  the  action  of  no  preceding  Conpes 
could  have  any  great  weight  on  the  present  Conjrw  i 
its  constitutional  opinions  on  any  subjecf .  So  far  u  v^ 
expediency  was  involved,  then,  the  precedenti  of  fir 
mer  Congresses  might  be  referred  to  as  entitled  to  eoi- 
sideration.  ^ 

He  continued,  that  the  Treasury  agents  might  m. 
had  extended  indulgences  on  bonds;  but  it  wii  up<^ 
the  principle  that,  if  they  were  pressed,  the  stnouni,  cr 
part  of  it,  might  be  passed  to  the  Tressuryi  tnd,  iff 
dulged,  the  whole  might  finally  be  paid.  This  »««• 
ercising  a  sound  discretion,  for  the  excluMve  benefiio 
our  fiscal  aflTairs,  for  the  advantage  of  the  Trei5urr>: 
not  with  a  view  to  benefit  the  debtor.  Mr.  P.  tt'd'"* 
in  all  such  cases  the  circumstances  with  which  it  rt 
connected  made  the  law  of  that  particular  cue,  anoy* 
discretion  of  the  Treasury  officers  was  to  betien^c 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Government.  But  (aid  Mr. J 
here  you  propose  a  general  law,  for  the  benefii  oi  > 
whole  dass  in  a  particular  port,  not  extended  to  oiK- 
ports,  and  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  Treasury,  W" 
avowedly,  as  its  title  purports,  "  for  the  relief  of  w 
suflTerers  by  fire  in  the  city  of  New  York."  ThM 
P.  said,  he  apprehended  was  a  perversion  of  the  p 
ers  of  this  Government.  He  said  that  the  g«n ' 
man  from  New  York  [Mr.  McKxow]  had  rtfemdio^^ 
case  of  Caraccas,  when  this  Governm^"^  '  5?*  ,«• 
lief  in  a  public  calamity;  but  that  stood  on  diflf": 
principles.  As  far  as  the  foreign  intercourse  ano  ^^^ 
tion  which  exists  between  us,  as  one  peop**t  ■""  *|jj., 
nations,  this  Government  is,  in  a  great  mW"**'  '*"„,,,. 
ited.  There  are  certain  duties  which  we  ®*f  VLjej 
ted  people  amongst  the  family  of  nations,  ^^'^\j,Bd 
are  to  be  performed  by  this  GovernmenS  ^^  \^^nt^ 
laid  down  by  treaties,  and  regulated  by  th«  •°.^  ^^ 
precepts  of  national  law.  Mr.  P.  uid  that,  «»«"  '^jj^f 
case  of  Caraccas,  he  would  not  have  ▼"**'*  ■f..cB«ld 
as  he  doubted  whether  alma^oing  and  ^^"I  Ljobj, 
legitimately  be  included  amongst  the  '«**.. .JJ  igd 
particularly  amongst  those  nations  under  '""  ^^^  ,ti 
constitutional  Governments.  There  was,  h^**^  'iid 
obvious  distinction  between  the  case  of  ^''^i^iiosse 
affording  relief  by  extending  credits  on  ^*[?']ji,floi 
bonds  to  a  certain  class  in  a  certain  port,  wbx:  ^^^ 
extended  equally  to  all  other  ports.  Mr.  P*  *f  .  is 
in  the  case  of  Alexandria,  it  was  unconstituti  ^^^^ 
the  Government  bad  no  power  to  •pP'^P'^^^'-jotril 
from  a  local  Treasury,  in  such  a  case;  tbe  % 
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Treasury  being  for  frenenil  purposes  under  the  specific 
grants  of  the  constitution. 

Mr.    p.   continuedt  that  the  gentleman   from  New 
York  [Mr.  VAaDKBrosL]  had  said  this  calamity  extend- 
ed   its    efTects  into  all  the  ramifications  of  commerce 
throughout  the  various  interests  of  tlie  countr}*.     This 
(said    Mr.  P.)  is  truet  and,  according  to  the   doctrine 
laid  down  by  the  gentleman,  that  the  consumer  paid, 
if  we  are  to  follow  out  this  principle,  then  the  merchant 
of  Cincinnati,  who  had  received  his  goods  through  the 
innportera  of  New  York,  and  should  be  so  unfortunate 
as   to  lose  them  by  fire  or  otherwise,  would  have  pre- 
cisely the  same  claims,  in  Justice  and  principle,  for  re- 
lief from   this  Government,  an  those  embraced  in  the 
present  bill.  He  has  paid  the  duties  in  his  purchases  (rom 
the  importer,  or  perhaps  he  may  be  the  importer  him- 
self; and  if  relief  is  to  be  afforded  in  one  case,  the  same 
justice  should  aflTord  it  in  the  other.     Mr.  P.  said,  un- 
der such  a  principle,  there  was  not  a  town  or  village  in 
any  State  of  the  confederacy  that  could  not  have  the 
8:%nie  claims  upon  the  aid  of  this  Government.     Any  in- 
terests injured  by  the  visitations  of  Providence  would 
clHim   your  relief,  and  there  could  be  no  bounds  or 
limits,  as  far  as  equal  justice  is  concerned,  to  such  a 
precedent;  it  would,  in  fact,  make  this  Government  the 
great  insurance  office  for  this  whole  Union. 

Mr.  P.  said  that  the  experience  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment was  against  extending  relief  in  such  cases,  by 
altering  the  custom-house  or  revenue  laws,  except  in 
specific  cases  laid  down  and  incorporated  into  the  gen- 
eral Uw  at  the  time  of  its  passage.    Ever  since  the 
^reat  fire  in  T«ondon,  the  practice  had  been  to  issue  ex- 
cliequer  bills,  or  make  specific  grants  from  the  Treasu- 
ry; but  not  to  vary  the  revenue  laws.     Mr.  P.  said,  if 
ihe  experience  of  England  had  found  this  course  inex- 
pedient, surely  it  becomes  us,  under  our  limited  Gov- 
ernment, 10  avoid  a  practice  or  precedent  which  she 
tias  abandoned. 

Mr.  P.  said  this  bill  proposes  relief  to  merchants 
alone,  while  the  heaviest  losses  fall  upon  the  insurance 
companies;  tlieir  capital,  as  he  understood,  amounted 
to  about  $9,000,000,  and  perhaps  the  most  of  it  was 
swept  off  by  these  very  merchants  who  had  their  goods 
insured.  The  effect  of  this  would  be  to  extend  relief 
to  those  who  might  have  suflfered  least,  while  it  with- 
held from  those  who  suffered  most,  and  perhaps  de- 
served most,  as  the  capital  in  these  insurance  offices 
mi^ht  belong  to  the  widow  and  the  orphan. 

Mr.  P.  continued,  and  said  that  that   proviso  which 
provided  for  a  restoration  from  the  Treasury  of  the 
amount  of  certain  bonds  paid,  and  indulgence  granted 
on  the  amount,  was  clearly  unconstitutional,  as  this  was 
money  in  the  Treasury,  to  all  intents  and  purposen,  and 
could  not  thus  be  drawn  back,  as  a  loan,  without  inter- 
est.   Mr.  P.  would  not  go  into  a  calculation  of  the  ben- 
efits New  York  had  received  from  the  immense  amount 
of  deposites  made  in  her  banks  for  the  last  year  or  two, 
as  this  was  not  the  time,  under  the  unfortunate  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  to  calculate  that.    He  said  his  ob- 
jections were  upon    constitutional    grounds^    and,  he 
would  repeat  again,  that  be  regretted  he  could  not  vote 
for  the  bill.    When  be  looked  to  that  noble  city,  and 
thought  of  her  wealth  and  commerce,  he  felt,  as  every 
nian  ought  to  feel  who  had  the  heart  of  an  American, 
the  kindest  emotions  of  sympstliy  for  her  calamity,  and 
deep  regret  for  her  loss.     When  he  remembered  Her, 
not  in  the  hist6ry  of  the  present  day,  but  in  1^65,  when 
she  received  the  first  meeting  ever  held  by  a  portion  of 
these  colonies  to  resist  British  aggression;  when  he  re- 
membered her  ss  connected  with  some  of  the  most  con- 
secrated scenes  of  our  Revolution,  he  felt  every  dispo- 
sition to  follow  the  impulses  of  his  heart  rather  than  the 
Bound  (lictales  of  his  judgment.     He  had  gtveD  the  res- 
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sons  that  would  influence  him  in  his  vote,  and  that  was 
all  he  desired. 

Mr.  MANNr  of  New  York,  replied  to  Mr.  HABBiar. 
He  had  hoped  that  this  bill  would  have  been  discussed 
without  sectional  feeling.  The  people  of  New  York  did 
not  come  to  ask  for  charity  at  the  hands  of  that  House. 
They  asked  only  for  common,  simple,  plain  Justice,  not 
for  charity;  for  that  common  justice  meted  out  to  every 
other  part  of  the  country.  Mr.  M.  defended  the  course 
that  had  always  been  pursued  by  the  State  of  New  Yorkt 
for  her  liberal  policy  and  generous  and  enlightened  prin- 
ciples; because,  from  her  geographical  situation,  she 
was  the  largfest  commercial  State  in  the  Union,  it  did 
not  follow  that  she  should  not  have  justice  done  to  her. 
The  bill  under  consideration  proposed  no  bounty,  as  in 
the  ease  of  Caraccas,  but  provided  nothing  more  than 
she  had  a  right  to  ask,  and  what  was  as  much  for  the 
interest  of  the  country  generally  ss  for  New  York.  Mr. 
M.  defended  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  and  replied  at 
length  to  Mr.  HAaoiir.  Mr.  M.  said  it  was  well  known 
that  the  larger  share  of  the  banking  capital  of  the  gen« 
tieman's  own  State  came  from  New  York« 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  he  felt  A  Warm  sentiment  for 
the  people  of  New  York,  and  he  was  prepared  to  give 
them  relief.  He  was  prepared  to  remit  the  duties  on 
goods  actually  destroyed  by  fire,  and  that  he  believed  to 
be  the  only  relief  that  ought  to  be  granted.  He  did  not 
look  upon  the  importing  merchant  as  psying  the  duties. 
The  consumer  paid;  the  importing  merchant  wat  the 
mere  agent  of  the  Government.  Duties  were  generally 
an  advantage  to  the  latter,  who  invariably  pay  more  for 
the  imported  goods  in  proportion  to  the  tax  levied  upon 
them.  Believing  the  measure  he  had  indicated  to  be 
the  only  relief  that  ought  to  be  afforded,  he  should  vote 
sgainst  this  bill  in  every  step,  but  the  other  he  erould 
cheerfully  sustain,  or  he  would  vote  for  this  bill  if  It  was 
modified  according  to  what  he  considered  the  only  'prop- 
er mode  of  relief. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEYdid  not  believe  there  was  sny  con- 
stitutional objection  to  this  bill.  Mr.  B.  read  the  two 
clauses  of  the  constitution  before  referred  to,  snd  argued 
that  there  was  no  inequality  or  local  preference  given 
to  New  York  by  this  bill.  Neither  the  remission  of 
duties,  nor  an  extension  of  time  for  their  payment,  ap- 
plied to  the  prohibition  of  that  instrument.  The  consti- 
tution applied  to  the  law  imposing  the  duties:  that  they 
"  shall  be  uniform;"  and  that  no  preference  was  given 
by  this  bill  to  the  port  of  New  York  over  any  other, 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  referred  to  the  case  of  a  IiCW 
passed  several  yesrs  sgo,  relative  to  certain  importations 
in  the  port  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  by  which  a 
duty  of  ten  cents  tonnage  was  imposed  on  all  ships  en- 
tering that  port.  This  case  he  adduced  to  show  that  for 
a  long  time  past  Congress  had  been  in  the  habit  of  pass* 
ing  laws  with  regard  to  local  regulations  of  duties  and 
tonnsge.  By  the  law  Mr.  8.  referred  to,  the  city  oooncil 
of  Charleston  were  authorized  to  impose  a  duty  of  ten 
cents  a  ton,  for  the  temporary  relief  of  the  sick  there,  &e. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  was  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  intended 
to  vote  for  it.  He  gare  a  history  of  the  law  cited  by 
Mr.  SuTBXRLAND,  which  he  said  was  passed  to  autherise 
the  city  council  of  Charleston  to  complete  a  federal 
work  they  had,  from  patriotic  and  benevolent  motives, 
undertaken  at  their  own  cost. 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  that  tlie  committee  rise  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again.  Agreed  to;  and  the  House  then 
rose,  and  at  a  quarter  to  four  P.  M.  adjourned. 


FlllDAT,  Javuart  15. 

WEST  POINT  ACADEMY. 
The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  Hawbs, 
of  Kentucky,  on  the  7th  instant,  was  taken  up: 
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**Beaoi9edf  That  a  select  committee  of  nine  be  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  what  amendments,  if  any,  are  expe- 
dient to  be  made  to  the  laws  relating  to  the  Military 
Academy  at  West  Point,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  also  into  the  expediency  of  modifying  the  organiza- 
tion of  said  institution,  and  also  whether  it  would  not 
eomport  with  the  public  interest  to  abolish  the  same)  with 
power  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise." 

The  question  pending  was  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
WAmnwBLL,  proposing  to  substitute  .the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  for  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  said  he  intimated  yester- 
day* when  this  resolution  was  under  consideration,  that 
he  desired  to  say  a  few  words  upon  it.  In  the  first  plsce, 
he  wished  his  colleague  to  withdraw  his  amendment  to 
refer  the  subject  to  a  standing  committee,  and  to  suffer 
it  to  undergo  the  investigation  of  a  select  committee. 

In  repra  to  this  institution  (Mr,  M.  said)  there  was  a 
great  disparity  of  opinions,  and  the  subject  was  one  of 
rery  considerable  interest  to  the  State  he  had  the  honor 
In  part  to  represent.  It  was  also  of  considerable  interest 
to  the  Tarious  States  surrounding  this  Institution,  and  he 
found,  to  his  surprise,  during  the  last  session,  a  strong 
disposition  manifested  by  that  portion  of  the  representa- 
tives coming  from  those  States,  thus  located,  to  maintain 
this  institution  in  every  one  of  the  charges  made  sgainst  it. 
At  the  last  seuion  of  Congress  a  committee  of  twenty-four 
members,  consisting  of  one  from  each  State,  was  raised, 
on  Ute  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
Hawm.]  to  investigate  the  affairs  of  this  institution. 
That  committee  appointed  a  sub-committee,  whose  labors 
had  not  been  yet  oSieially  promulgated  to  this  House  or 
to  the  country.  He  had  the  honor  to  be  a  member  of 
that  committee  of  twenty-four,  but  not  of  the  sub-com- 
mittee i  but  he  concurred  partially  with  the  views  con- 
tained in  that  report,  which  ¥ras,  to  say  the  least  of  it, 
Ml  elaborate  examination  of  the  institution  from  its  earlieat 
time.  He  knew  that  in  doing  so  he  incurred  some  censure 
from  a  portion  of  hia  own  State*  but  he  never  had,  and 
never  would,  flinch  from  any  important  duty  he  felt  it 
incumbent  upon  him  to  perform  there. 

Mr.  M.  MJd,  in  the  examination  of  the  transactions  of 
this  institution  he  had  found  much  to  censure.  He 
bclievedf  if  its  friends  on  that  floor  would  take  the  trouble 
to  investigate  it  in  the  same  way  the  committee  did  last 
year,  they  would  find  more  to  censure,  in  the  princi- 
ple of  the  establishment,  than  they  were  aware  or.  He 
knew  verv  well  that  it  was  necessary  to  have  military 
officers;  tney  were  highly  useful  at  all  times.  But  that 
was  not  the  in<iuiry  at  present.  The  incjuiry  was, 
whether  this  institution  should  continue  under  its  present 
organization.  Now,  there  were  abuses  in  this  institution 
developed  in  that  report;  abuses  of  a  character  that 
would  not  find,  he  prestimed,  a  single  advocate  on  that 
floor,  when  they  came  to  be  promulgated. 

In  his  opinion,  said  Mr.  M.,  the  principle  on  which 
this  institution  was  established  and  .organised  was  utter- 
^  ineonnstent  with  the  principle  of  all  the  other  institu- 
tiona  in  the  country.  But,  tMeeause  he  thought  so^  he 
did  not  therefolre  Atmift  to  see  Its  extermination.  It  was 
at  vtrianee  with  all  oiir  other  institutions*  because  it  was 
exclusive.  It  Ibrmed  the  only  avenue  by  which  the 
people  of  thto  country  could  approach  the  offices  of  the 
^nny*  It  was  the  gate-way,  and  the  only  gate-way,  by 
which  any  citixen  of  this  country  could  reach  t^em; 
end  that  was  not  right. 

It  waa  again  objectionable  to  Mr.  M*!  mind,  because 
he  could  pereeive  no  reason,  he  never  had  perceived 
any  reason,  why  a  single  individual  out  of  any  part  of 
this  Union  should  be  selected  by  a  member  represent- 
ing that  district  upon  this  floor,  to  be  educatea  exclu- 
sively at  the  public  expense,  although  he  knew  gentle- 
men would  say,  u  tliey  had  heretofore  laid,  that  this 


was  necessary,  in  order  to  acquire  the  best  amonntrf 
military  information  in  the  country.  There  vss  Dodoai^ 
that  it  was  necessary  to  have  this  information  in  tiic 
country,  both  in  time  of  war  and  in  time  of  pescf;  Kt 
could  it  not  be  secured  by  some  ottier  means'  Thne 
was  no  reason  why  one  individual  should  be  taken  aed 
educated  at  the  public  expense.  But  bendet  the  ppN 
ciple,  what  was  it  in  practice?  Why,  we  sawindrndoaii 
continually  pressing  the  Government  in  every  quytn 
for  admisMon  into  this  institution,  to  be  educated  pT>> 
fessedly  for  the  military  service,  but  very  frequcBilr, 
too  generally,  with  the  secret  design  in  their  bnm 
of  devoting  themselves  to  the  civil  pursuits  of  societj. 
This  was  another  ground  of  objection  in  his  mindt  eTes 
if  the  institution  bestowed  the  military  education  it- 
quired,  because  you  sent  a  young  man  there  vitb  i 
fraud  in  his  heart;  and  the  course  of  eJucstion  unfiuetf 
him  for  the  performance  of  those  duties  incumbent  sp- 
on  civil  life.  Tou  sap  and  destroy  the  foundations  vh'.^ 
should  form  the  basis  of  his  future  course.  Moreover, 
the  system  was  just  sOch  a  qrstere  as  prepared  a  roonf 
man,  not  for  civil,  but  for  a  military  fife;  and  the  Em 
thing  he  had  to  do  was  to  unlearn  almost  everjr  iK^ 
he  had  learnt  there.  These  were  some  of  the  objectkas 
that  presented  themselves  to  hia  mind.  The  objrctkifl, 
however,  to  selecting  an  individual  out  of  a  populatin 
of  47J00,  and  educating  him  at  the  public  expense, 
was  one  that  he  never  had  seen  satisfactorily  ansvered, 
for  it  could  not  be  answered. 

But,  said  Mr.  M.,  gentlemen  might  a&k  him  vW 
system  could  be  adopted  by  this  Government,  in  rtpd 
to  that  institution,  so  as  to  procure  that  degree  of  niT' 
tary  education  they  all  agreed  as  requisite  and  neeei- 
sary.  Why,  he  thought  it  veiy  simple  indeed  n« 
granted  that  it  was  necessary  this  profession  should  ix 
in  the  countr}*  at  all  times.  But,  in  granting  ibis,  Ik 
did  not  grant  that  it  should  be  procured  by  the  meaei 
then  existing.  He  would  do  this,  and  there  stop.  He 
would  support  an  institution  like  that  at  West  Po«|f 
established  perhaps  on  somewhat  simiUr  principles,  w 
provide  that  the  Government  should  erect  sll  the  neces- 
sary buildings,  and  esUblish  the  professorships  vbicb 
should  be  supported  at  the  expense  of  the  Government 
and  there  he  would  stop.  He  would  leave  it  open,  u 
every  other  institution  of  the  country  was  of  »  ht«^7 
character.  He  would  do  away  entirely  with  the  pn"- 
leges  which  the  present  institution  conferred  upon  Ik 
individuals  who  had  passed  through  it.  He  would  \tvt 
the  oflices  of  the  army  open  to  honorable  coflBpetii«Ji 
so  that  those  best  qualified  should  be  selected,  by  vat- 
ever  means  they  had  acquired  their  military  knowledge- 
This  would  excite  a  proper  competition,  and  the  couo* 
try  would  be  benefited  by  it,  and,  in  his  judgiBcn^ 
better  served  than  at  present.  He  could  sec  no  rem 
why  a  man  educated  at  this  institution  should  be  noK 
peculiarly  fitted  for  the  offices  of  the  army  than  «^ 
other.  What  did  experience,  what  did  history  sho«^ 
Was  it  not  that,  whenever  the  country  requ"««»rj 
exercise  of  those  powers,  that  individuab  posieising  u>«^ 
were  always  found  and  elected  by  their  confederatow 
defend  their  country?— and  those  made  the  very  o^ 
officers.  It  surely  did  not  follow  that  because  s  J^^ 
man  was  educated  at  West  Point,  or  in  the  vam 
schoob  at  Farts,  that  he  therefore  possessed  ok^ 
courage  than  any  other.  .    u 

As  the  thing  then  stood,  and  as  the  report,  v&en 
came  to  be  promulgated,  (which  he  hoped  itjro"'^^ 
would  show,  this  institution  coat  the  country  by  >i^^ 


Whclh^ 


much  for  the  education  of  these  young  men.  y  "^j,^ 
it  sprung  from  abuse  or  not,  such  wss  the  A^\  ^. 
they  looked  at  the  utility  produced  by  the  e^P^^un 
This,  Uken  in  connexion  with  another  &ct»  ^^^^^jt 
I  additional  ground  of  objection  to  the  institution  t^^^"^ 
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isted.     ir  Mr.  II.  reedlleetcd  the  rq>ort  right,  it 
proved  tliat  not  more  than  two  out  offiire  of  all  the  per- 
sons who  ever  entered  the  institution  had  staid  there 
lonf^  enough  to  graduate,  and  not  two  out  of  fi?e  who 
liaci   {graduated  ever  entered  the  army.    And  when  it 
wms  recollected  that  not  two  out  of  five  who  entered  the 
«rnny  Btmd  in  it  more  than  two  years,  he  thought  it  con- 
clusive that  the  utility  of  the  Institution  was  not  com- 
mensurate  with  its  expenditure.     If  Mr.  M's  memory 
served  hira  right,  the  report  showed  that  every  gi'sduate 
c^minfiT  from  that  institution  had  cost  the  United  States 
more  than  five  thousand  dollars  within  the  last  ten  vears, 
«nd  previously  a  much  larger  sum;  and,  he  believed, 
vrithiR  one  year  the  graduates  of  that  iniititution  had  eost 
upwards  of  thirty  thousand  dollars.    He  did  not  know 
the  cause  of  that  immense  expenditure,     it  might  be 
by  mismanagement  or  misfortune;  he  cared  not;  but  it 
ehowed  there  were  some  extraordinary  abuses  in  regard 
to  the  institution.    Now,  if  there  be  any  truth  in  these 
•tatementa,  any  truth  in  the  reports  that  extensively  pre- 
vailed in  the  country,  the  institution  was  mismana^d 
And   misconducted,  and  ought  to  be  investigated  into 
sind  reformed.     He  therefore  made  an  earnest  appeal  to 
Ills  colleague,  that  he  would  withdraw  his  amendment, 
sknd  permit  the  subject  to  «>  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  M.  made  some  further  remarks  in  relation  to  the 
duties  of  the  Military  Committee,  which  were  too  oner- 
utis  to  afford  them  the  time  necesssry  for  the  investiga- 
tion of  this  object;  in  addition  to  which,  many  oF  the 
gentlemen  on  that  committee  had  predispositions  in  re- 
lation to  it.  He  hoped  the  House  would  send  it  to  a 
select  committee,  so  that  the  institution,  in  all  its  bear- 
ings, should  undergo  a  full  and  complete  investigation. 
He  hoped  the  friends  of  the  institution  themselves  would 
vote  fur  the  original  motion,  and  tliat  his  colleague 
would  withdraw  his  amendment. 

Mr.  PIERCE,  of  New  Hampsliire,  then  addressed  the 
House  for  a  short  time;  but,  without  concluding,  gave 
way  to  a  call  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  of  Maryland,  from  the  select  confimit- 
tee  on  the  subject  of  the  Dbtrict  bankn,  obtained  the 
consent  of  the  House  to  report  ''a  bill  to  extend  the 
charters  of  certain  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia  to 
the  1st  day  of  October  next." 
The  bill  waa  twice  read. 

Mr.  THOMAS  said  the  bill  did  not  require  commit- 
ment.   He  was  about  to  ask  the  House,  with  the  assent 
of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  take  up 
and  act  upon  this  bill  at  once.     It  would  not,  he  said, 
require  any  discussion,  as  there  could  be  no  difference 
of  opinion  in  regard  to  it.     Tlie  committee  unanimously 
agreed  in  asking  the  House  to  act  on  the  bill  without 
delay.    It  proposed  to  continue  unimpaired,  to  all  the 
banks  doing  business  in  the  District,  all  their  powers 
and  privileges,  till  the  committee  had  investigated  their 
condition,  and  Congress  could  act  upon  the  question  of 
the  renewal  of  their  charters.     It  was  indispensable  to 
the  interests  of  the  District  that  the  bill  should  be  passed. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  consent  to  order  it  to  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  HAWES  said  he  would  like  to  make  this  inquiry 
of  the  chairman  of  the  committee;  If  the  object  of  the 
bill  wsi  to  afford  an  opportunity  for  the  committee  to 
invcBtigftte  the  affairs  of  the  banks,  and  for  Congress  to 
act  upon  the  subject,  what  was  the  necessity  of  extend- 
ing the  term  of  the  charters  beyond  the  close  of  the 
present  lession?  If  the  charters  were  to  be  extended  at 
all|  he  wished  it  to  be  for  a  shorter  time. 

Mr.  THOMAS  supposed,  he  said,  that  the  time  fixed 
would  meet  every  possible  objection,  so  as  to  supersede 
the  necewity  of  any  remarks.  The  committee  could  not 


anticipate  the  action  of  Congress  oh  the  subject,  nor 
their  own  report.  They  might  report  in  favor  of  re- 
newing the  charters  of  some  of  the  banks,  and  aga'mst 
the  renewal  of  others.  Congress  would  not  probably 
adjourn  till  the  1st  of  July,  and  it  was  important  that' 
the  banks  should  have  time  to  prepare  for  a  change  so 
important  to  the  District,  if  their  charters  should  not  be 
renewed. 

Mr.  McRENNAN  did  not  rise,  he  said,  to  provoke  a 
debate  on  the  bill,  nor  to  oppose  it.  He  wished  to  con- 
gratulate the  committee  on  their  arrival  at  the  same 
conclusion  which  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia reached  at  the  last  session,  on  this  subject,  and 
presented  to  the  House  in  the  form  of  a  bill  similar  to' 
this;  which,  on  motion  of  the  gentleman  himself,  was 
laid  aside. 

Mr.  PARKER  said  the  bill  required  more  attention 
than  the  House  could  now  give  it,  and  he  moved  its 
postponement  till  I'hursday  next. 

Mr.  HARDIN  made  an  mqulry  of  t^e  gentleman  from 
Maryland;  in  reply  to  which, 

Mr.  THOMAS  said  the  select  committee  had  not  yet 
commenced  their  investigation.  They  had  postponed  it 
till  the  House  decided  on  this  bill.  If  the  bill  should  not 
pass,  he  was  instructed  to  ask  of  the  House  permission 
for  the  committee  to  sit  during  the  sittings  of  the  House. 
If  the  bill  should  pass  ^be  committee  would  be  able  to 
attend  to  their  duties  in  the  Iltiuse,  and  continue  the  in- 
vestigation also. 

Mr.  LANE  understood,  he  said,  that  the  object  of  ta- 
king this  business  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  referring  it  to  a  select  committee,  was, 
that  the  select  committee  would  prosecute  the  investiga- 
tion diligently  and  without  delsy.  But  now  it  appeared 
that,  though  some  time  had  elapsed,  the  committee  had 
not  commenced  the  investigation.  Sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  I 
see  something  more  in  this  bill  than  its  apparent  object. 
It  may  be  intended  to  ask  for  a  summer  session  for  the 
committee.  He  believed  that  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  setting  himself  apart,  would  have 
performed  the  business  promptly,  quickly,  and  with 
ability. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HAWES  spoke  in  favor  of  a  shorter  time  for  ex- 
tending the  charters.  If  the  object  of  the  bill  was  to 
enable  the  banks  to  wind  up  their  concerns— 

[Mr.  Thokas  here  said  he  had  not  stated  this  to  be 
the  object.  The  object  was  to  afford  time  for  Congress 
to  determine  on  the  propriety  of  continuinij^  them.  While 
up,  he  would  state  that  his  purpose  in  calling  for  a  select 
committee  was  to  prevent  the  necessity  of  a  summer  ses- 
sion of  the  committee.] 

Mr.  Hawxs  was  willing,  he  said,  to  give  the  bankf 
ample  and  suMcient  time  to  wind  up  their  concerns, 
should  their  charters  not  be  renewedf  but  he  was  un- 
willing to  extend  the  charters,  for  the  purpose  of  the 
investigation,  longer  than  the  end  of  the  session.  He 
moved  to  strike  out  the  1st  of  October,  and  insert  the 
30th  of  June. 

Mr.  VANDBRPOEL,  to  test  the  sense  of  the  House 
on  the  subject,  moved  the  previous  Question. 

The  motion  was  not  seconded  by  the  House. 

Mr.  PARKER  protested  against  so  much  haste. 
There  was  no  necessity  for  it;  and  many  errors  were 
not  unfreqiiently  committed  by  too  much  haste  in  mat- 
ters of  legislation.  He  coukl  see  no  reason  why  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  should  not  be  postponed  until 
next  week. 

Mr.  PBARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  hoped  there  would 
be  no  attempt  to  apply  what  was  called  the  gag-law» 
with  respect  to  this  subject.  So  far  as  reUtes  to  the 
people  of  this  District,  who  had  no  representatives  here, 
there  perhaps  was  bo  question  that  could  be  discussed 
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that  involed  more  considerations  in  re i^rd  to  them  than 
the  present.  He  conceived  the  gentleman  who  had  re- 
ported this  bill  must  have  had  some  object  tn  view. 
Why  continue  the  charters  of  the  banks  until  the  1st  of 
October  next,  if  it  was  the  object  of  the  committee  to 
procure  the  action  of  Congress  in  relation  to  them  be- 
fore it  adjourned?  In  what  situation  would  the  District 
be,  provided  (he  House  had  not  an  opportunity  of  acting 
on  the  subject  before  the  next  session,  by  which  time 
the  charters  would  have  expired  some  weeks?  Why, 
bankruptcy  or  insolvency  must  be  the  consequence. 
But  he  might  be  told,  by  the  honorable  chairman,  that 
the  committee  contemplated  action.  Well,  if  action 
really  was  contemplated  before  the  adjournment,  why 
the  necessity  of  this  bill  at  all?  Let  us  go  on  and  try  if 
the  investigation  with  respect  to  these  banks  can  be  com- 
pleted. It  malfeasance,  or  any  other  act,  on  the  part  of 
any  of  the  Distf^ct  banks,  should  be  detected,  the  soon- 
er the  people  here  knew  it  the  better.  He  was  told,  no 
longer  ago  than  yesterday,  that  the  papers,  accounts, 
and  statements  of  one  bank,  necessary  to  be  disclosed, 
were  in  preparation  for  that  purpose;  and  that  every 
thing  the  committee  would  require  could  be  furnished 
by  giving  three  bourb'  notice.  It  had  been  said  that  the 
papers  necessary  to  the  investigation  were  so  numerous, 
and  the  duties  so  onerous,  *.hat  the  committee  could  not 
get  through  their  labors  with  that  despatch  some  gentle- 
men  were  led  to  suppose.  Why,  then,  he  would  say, 
let  the  papers  be  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  who  had  nothing  to  do,  and  were 
seeking  for  businesst  but  until  the  select  committee  had 
made  an  attempt,  and  are  prepared  to  say  they  cannot 
go  through  the  investigation  during  the  present  session, 
the  House  cannot  consider  the  propriety  of  referring  the 
subject  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  as  one  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
investigate  the  situation  and  condition  of  these  banks,  1 
feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  submit  a  few  remarks  for  the 
consideration  of  the  House,  in  reply  to  the  gentlemen 
Irom  Indiana,  New  Jersey,  and  Rhode  Island.  It  seems 
to  be  insisted  by  the  two  former,  that  the  House  com- 
mitted a  great  error  in  referring  this  subject  to  a  special 
committee,  and  that  if  it  had  been  submitted  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  investiga- 
tions necessary  would  ha\*e  been  at  least  half  through 
by  this  time.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  sensibility  mani- 
fested by  the  Committee  fur  the  District  of  Columbia 
upon  the  subject.  It  would  seem,  from  their  continual 
complaints,  that  they  suppose  the  House  has  robbed 
them  of  a  portion  of  their  rights. 

I  am  willing,  sir,  to  admit  that  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia  possesses  more  ability,  and  can 
transact  this  business  in  a  style  exquisitely  genteel,  sys* 
tematic,  nice,  and  scientific — more  so  than  any  commit- 
tee in  the  House,  or  that  ever  was  in  it.  But,  notwith- 
standing all  this,  upon  a  full,  thorough,  and  ample  dis- 
cussion, it  has  not  been  the  pleasure  of  this  House  to 
assign  this  duty  to  them.  It  was  thought,  for  reasons 
aatisfactory  to  the  House,  that  a  select  committee  should 
be  charged  with  tliis  investigation.  If  those  gentlemen 
are  dissatisfied  with  the  decision  of  the  House,  I  know 
of  no  way  to  reverse  it,  unless  they  will  take  an  appeal 
pr  writ  of  error;  and  then  I  know  of  no  revising  power, 
which  can  take  jurisdiction  of  it,  unless  the  appeal,  or 
writ  of  error,  is  taken  to  the  gallery. 

The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  [Mr.  Pxabcx] 
says  that  he  had  a  conversation  with  the  President,  or 
perhaps  some  of  the  directory,  of  one  of  these  banks; 
and  that  he  has  the  books,  papers,  and  documents,  all 
ready,  and  that  an  examination  can  be  made  in  their 
houses.  1  entertain  no  doubt,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  it  is 
these  three    hourh*    examinations   of   banks    that   has 


enabled  many  of  them  to  commit  the  deepest  frauds, ib^ 
to  fatten  upon  the  substance  of  the  laboring  dsaoif 
society,  and  then,  in  a  proper  time  and  prudeat  soinner, 
break  very  genteelly*  There  are  two  characters  of 
breaking  in  this  country-^the  one  is  to  break  ver;^  poor, 
and  the  other  very  rich;  and  a  three  hours*  exansiintka 
of  any  bank  will  enable  it  lo  choose  between  the  tvo 
modes.  In  fact,  sir,  I  consider  it  no  ezaonnation  at  iB. 
It  is  not  within  the  compass  of  human  poaubirii jf  it  a 
not  within  man*s  power,  (the  Committee  for  the  Difitric! 
of  Cohimbia  always  excepted,)  to  make  an  exsmiMtim 
into  the  situation  and  condition  of  fi  bank,  and  the 
manner  and  correctness  with  wlrich  it  has  been  cosdact- 
ed,  where  a  Urge  business  has  been  transacted  for  the  bs 
fifteen  or  twenty  years,  and  digest  the  information  io  ir 
intelligent  form,  such  as  sl>ould  be  laid  before  Ibis  Housr. 
in  three  hours  or  three  days.  U  may  take  weeks.  \i 
an  examination  is  gone  into,  it  should  be  a  thorough  iffii 
satisfactory  one.  If  there  hat  been  any  Ibul  practices 
by  it,  or  rotten  places  now  in  it,  under  it,  or  about  it, 
this  should  be  fully  eviscerated  and  brought  before  ttie 
public;  it  is  an  important  item  to  take  into  coiwideratioiv 
upon  the  present  application  to  renew  their  ehtrter!' 
If  the  affairs  of  these  institutions  had  been  fairly  i») 
honestly  conducte<1,  it  is  alike  due  to  the  public  and  the 
banks  that  the  facts  shall  be  known  and  set  dovn  u 
their  credit,  is  it  possible  that  the  gentleman  froa 
New  Hampshire  can  suppose  all  this  can  be  done  a 
three  liours^  It  is  true,  sir,  they  may  bring  op  tbe 
prettiest  set  of  bank  books,  more  neatly  bound,  sod  nore 
handsomely  gilt,  with  the  finest  writing;  the  ft  all  cro» 
ed  and  the  i's  all  dotted,  whicli  will  exhibit  a  n»t 
splendid  appearance,  and  wbifh  will  answer  all  the  pu^ 
poses  intenaed  by  a  three  hours'  examination.  But,  sir, 
all  things  may  not  be  so  smooth,  honest,  and  hit,  vbea 
we  get  a  peep  behind  the  curtaini  there  atsy  be  foiM* 
thing  rotten  in  Denmark.  ^ 

I  will  now,  sir,  turn  to  that  part  of  the  subject  wtjirt 
operated  upon  the  minds  of  the  committee  in  reUtm 
to  the  extension  of  their  charters  until  the  1st  of  Octo- 
ber next.      There  are  seven  or  eight  banks  in  w 
District;  some  of  those,  it  is  understood,  through  all  tw 
fluctuations  q(  the  times,  whether  produced  by  w» 
shocks  snd  revulsions  which  will  occanonally  bsppc"  '^i 
the  moneyed  concerns  of  any  Government,  or  by  iw 
celebrated  panic,  l>ave  sustained  their  credit  and  rrpo- 
tation  by  paying  at  all  times  the  gold  or  silver  for  the>r 
notes  whenever  they   were    presented,  while  ojhert 
(which  may,  in  the  examination  of  the  select  commitiff. 
be  considered  of  the  second  class)  did  not  honor  tlKir 
notes,  but  suspended  specie  paymeut%  much  to  tiie  m* 
jury  of  the  citixens  of  the  community  who  were  in  p»' 
session  of  those  notes  at  the  time  of  this  suspeoaW; 
The  first  inquiry  of  the  committee,  in  repird  to  tb«J 
banks  will  be  tu  ascertain  the  causes  which  pr<»^ 
this  suspension:  waii  it  by  causes  over  which  the  ^^^^^^ 
of  these  banks  had  no  control,  or  produced  by  ciiwBj 
stances  that  could  not  be  foreseen,  and  fairly  calcuww 
upon,  by  exercising  a  reasonable  degree  of  prudence  »w 
precaution?      Some  reports  have  gone   ■*'^°*^' .2"vt 
unfavorable  to  a  portion  of  those  banks  in  the  D»r* 
which  had  suspended  specie  paymenU.    U  •«  ""^ . 
tionably  due  to  the  public  and  the  trading  communjvj 
to  ascertain  the  truth  of  these  statements,  »nd  ««"°L 
the  facts,  if  they  be.    It  is  equally  important  to  " 
banks  so  implicated,  that  a  strict  examinstion  ^?^^ 
made.     If  the  reports  are  not  true,  let  them  be  nonwj 
itted.    I  consider  it  due  to  tliem  ss  an  ic^ 


bly  scquitted 


justice.  It  will  require  much  time  to  do  all  ****\ .  ^nj 
charters  expire  on  the  third  or  fourth  of  *^''^t^  t* 
although  the  committee  could  accomplish  the  tas  ^^ 
that  time,  if  leave  was  obtained  for  it  to  sit  °'Jf"'» -jj. 
session  of  the  House,  yet  it  is  an  alternstire  to  be  «t 


2217 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


2218 


jAir.  18,  1836.] 


Sknery  in  the  Diairiei  of  Cokmbia — UhiUd  Slaiet  and  France. 


[H.  OF  R. 


sd  if  pofiible.  Th«  membera  of  the  committee  have 
important  business  committed  to  them,  by  their  own 
constituents,  which  requires  their  attention  while  the 
House  is  in  sessioni  which  they  cannot  dispense  with 
kvithout  great  delay,  and  perhaps  cTnnger  of  its  being 
lost  for  want  of  attention. 

But,  separate  and  spart  from  the  beforementioned 
reasons  for  continuing  the  charter  of  these  banks  until 
the  first  of  October  next,  the  interest  of  the  banks  and 
the  policy  of  Congress  both  require  it.     It  is  impossible 
for  the  banks  to  wind  up  their  business  in  six  week?, 
without  great  injury  to  themselves  and  to  the  commer- 
cial community  of  the  District.    If  Congress,  af\er  a  full 
examination  of  their  concerns,  shall  not  think  proper  to 
recharter  them,  the  time  specified  (the  first  of  October) 
is  as  early  as  they  can  wind  up  their  alTairf,  without 
creating  a  sliock  to  the  moneyed  concerns  of  the  District. 
It  18  right  that  a  sufficient  time  be  given  for  that  pur. 
poae«  therefore,  I  am  opposed  to  the  motion  of  the  gen* 
tleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Hawks]  to  restrict  the  time 
to  the  1st  of  June.     1  am  equally  opposed  to  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  [Mr.  Pxiacs,] 
which  proposes  an  extension  of  the  charter  to  the  4th 
of  March,  1837.     It  is  the  duty  as  well  as  the  policy  of 
Congress  to  dispose  of  the  whole  subject,  and  finally,  at 
this  session,    if  we  fail  to  act  upon  it  now,  and  postpone 
it  to  the  next  session  of  Congress,  which  is  a  short  one, 
it  cannot  receive  the  consideration  to  which  it  is  entitled. 
And,  again,  Congress  will  be  harassed  with  the  aues- 
tion  some  three  or  four  weeks,  then  much  to  the  detri- 
ment of  other  business.    If  it  shall  be  the  pleasure  of 
Congress,  upon  a  full  examination,  to  recharter  those 
banks,  then  it  will  require  time  to  introduce  those  modi- 
fications into  the  charters  which  time  and  experience 
has  afforded,  in  order  to  make  them  as  perfect  as  possi- 
ble; so  that  their  usefulness  may  be  felt,  with  as  little 
inconvenience  to  society  as  their  practical  operations 
will  allow,  and  at  the  same  time  to  guard  against  the 
abuses  and  frauds  of  the  banking  system.    I  have  no 
doubt  this  can  be  done  to  a  considerable  extent.    This 
is  an  enlightened  era  of  the  world:  the  march  of  im- 
provements and  inventions,  and  of  mind,  has  no  former 
example;  it  has  outstripped  the  wildest  conceit  that 
existed  even  fifty  years  ago.     There  is  no  science  which 
has  received  more  improvement  and  accessions  of  knowl- 
edge than  that  of  banking. 

Take  the  same  men,  such  of  them  as  are  yet  living, 
who  framed  the  bank  charter  for  the  United  States 
Bank,  and  let  them  now  set  down  to  the  work,  with 
the  additional  information  and  experience  they  have 
since  acquired,  and  they  can  construct  one  infinitely 
preferable,  so  that  not  one  sixteenth  part  of  the  frauds 
which  have  been  charged  upon  that  bank  could  have 
been  committed,  without  an  easy  mode  of  detection. 
But  to  form  such  a  charter  it  requires  time. 

For  myself,  I  have  not  much  favor  for  the  banking 
system,  much  less  for  its  abuses.  1  have  never  voted 
for  but  one.  I  had  opportunities  to  vote  for  many.  In 
some  instances  it  may  be  a  necessary  evil.  When  it  is 
so,  the  charters  should  be  so  framed  as  to  make  that  evil 
as  light  as  possible.  As  to  those  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  I  have  neither  partiality  for,  nor  prejudices 
against,  them.  I  think  I  can  do  justice;  but,  in  order  to 
ascertain  what  is  just,  I  hope  the  House  will  pass  the 
bill  as  it  stands,  which  will  afibrd  both  time  and  oppor- 
tunity to  arrive  at  that  end. 

Mr.  GILLET  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  a 
clause  providing  that  Congress  sliall  have  the  power  to 
repeal,  modify,  or  alter,  the  privileges  extended  by  this 
act,  any  rights  which  the  corporations  have  under  it  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Mr.  HARLAN  moved  to  strike  out  the  Ist  of  October, 
1836,  tod  insert  the  1st  of  March,  1837;  which  ^as  re- 
jected. 


The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  amend,  of. 
fered  by  Mr.  Hawes,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  on  this  day,  in  the  following  form: 

A  BILL  to  extend  the  charters  of  certain  banks  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  to  the  1st  day  of  October,  1836.  ' 

Be  it  enacted,  &c..  That  the  acts  incorporating  certain 
banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  that  is  to  say,  the  Bank 
of  Potomac  and  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  in  the 
city  of  Alexandria,  the  Union  Bank  and  the  Farmers 
and  Mechanics*  Bank  of  Georgetown,  in  the  town  of 
Georgetown,  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  the  Patriotic 
Bank  of  Washington,  snd  the  Bank  of  Washington,  in 
the  city  of  Washington,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby, 
renewed,  continued  in  full  force,  and  limited  to  the  first 
Saturday  and  first  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six. 

[The  bill  was  subsequently  read  a  third  time.] 
The  remainder  of  the  day  was  spent  in  the  considera** 
tion  of  private  bills,  till  the  hour  of  adjournment;  when 
the  House  adjourned  to  Monday. 

MOITDAT,  JaXUART  18. 

SLAVERY  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  subject  of  the  petition  from  sundry  inhabitants  of 
Massachusetts,  praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  presented  on  a  former  day  by  Mr. 
J.  Q.  Adavs,  was  taken  up,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
HAWES,  postponed  till  Monday  next. 

THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  FRANCE. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  by  the  hands  of  A.,  J.  Dovklsoit,  Esq.,  his 
secretary,  (for  which  see  debates  in  Senate  of  this  date, 
ante,  page  163. ) 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  asked  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  have  the  message  just  received  read 
to  the  House;  and,  no  objection  being  made,  it  was  read 
by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  McKBON  sent  to  the  Chair  certain  resolutions  re- 
lating to  the  subject  of  the  message,  which  he  offered 
for  the  consideration  of  the  House. 

Mr.  MERCER  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  The  rules 
had  been,  he  said,  suspended  only  for  the  purpose  of 
resding  the  messsge. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  (chairman  or  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations,)  said  it  was  his  intention  to  submit 
a  motion  that  the  messsge  and  documents  accompanying 
it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and 
printed.  He  said  he  thought  it  important  that  the  House 
should  have  an  opportunity  deliberately  to  peruse  papers 
of  so  much  importance,  preliminary  to  any  action  in  ref- 
erence to  them. 

After  some  conversation,  on  motion  of  Mr.  WIL- 
LIAMS, of  North  Carolina,  the  documents  accompanying 
the  message  were  read. 

Mr.  H<\WES  rose,  and  moved  that  20»000  extra  co- 
pies  of  the  message  and  documents  be  printed. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  asked  that  the  question 
should  be  first  taken  on  the  motion,  which  he  now  sub- 
mitted, that  the  message  and  documents  be  referred  to 
the  Committee*  on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  message  and  documents  were  then  ordered  to  be 
referred  accordingly,  and  the  motion  to  print  30,000  ex- 
tra copies  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McKEON  asked  the  consent  of  the  House  to  sub- 
mit the  resolutions  which  he  had  sent  to  the  Chair,  for 
the  purpose  of  having  them  printed. 

Objections  being  strongly  made,  by  repeated  cries  of 
"No!  No!" 

Mr.  McKEON  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules  of  the 
House,  in  order  to  offer  the  resolutions,  and  aiked  the 
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retding  of  the  retolutiont  for  the  information  of  the 
House. 

ObjectionB  were  mtde  to  the  reading  of  the  retolutions, 
by  many  membert. 

Mr.  IfcKEON  inquired  whether  he  had  not  a  right  to 
ask  the  reading  of  the  resolutions. 

[Cries  of  "  order !»•  "order!"] 

The  CHAIR  stated  tliat  he  had  some  doubt  whether 
the  resolutions  could  be  read  without  general  consent^ 
as  the  rule  had  not  been  suspended. 

Mr.  McKEON  remarked  that  he  was  desirous  of  sub- 
mitting the  resolutions  he  had  sent  to  the  Chair.  He  was 
aware  that  the  rules  of  the  House  did  not  permit  him  to 
offer  them  at  the  present  moment;  but,  as  they  related 
to  our  affairs  with  France^  the  House  might,  he  thought, 
be  disposed  to  hear  them  read.  As  it  was  the  day  for 
the  presentation  of  petitions,  he  had  but  little  prospect 
of  procuring  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  He  informed  the 
House  that  the  resolutions  approved  of  the  determination 
of  the  executive  branch  of  this  Government  not  to  sub- 
mit to  give  explanations;  and  he  should  take  an  early 
opportunity  of  bringing  them  before  the  House.  He 
then  withdrew  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules. 

The  presentation  of  petitions  and  memorials  was  then 
resumed. 

SLAVERY  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  ADAMS  presented  the  petition  of  certain  inhab* 
itants  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  praying  the  abolition 
of  slavery  In  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  HAMMOND  regretted  that  the  gentleman  had 
thought  proper  to  present  this  memorial.  He  felt  eon- 
atrained  to  move  the  question  of  consideration. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  presumed  that  the  question  was 
subject  to  the  decision  upon  the  appeal  taken  by  him  on 
a  former  occasion  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  wished,  in  order  that  gentlemen 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  presenting  their  petitions, 
to  make  the  motion  that  the  preliminary  question  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  the  appeal  which  he  had  taken 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  on  a  former  occasion, 
was  founded  on  a  desire,  on  his  part,  that  the  subject 
should  not  be  discussed  so  as  to  consume  the  whole  of 
the  day  set  apart  for  the  presentation  of  petitions.  With 
these  views,  he  was  willing  to  allow  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  to  make  the  motion  that  the  subject  be 
laid  on  the  table;  to  be  taken  up  and  decided  on  at  the 
tame  time  with  the  other  petitions. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  then  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  HAMMOND  inquired  whether  the  motion  of  his 
colleague  was  in  order.  The  petition  not  having  been 
received,  there  was  nothing  lo  lay  on  the  table. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  the  motion  was  in  order.  The 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  moved  that  the  peti- 
tion be  received.  It  was  competent  to  lay  that  motion 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  ADAMS  presented  a  similar  petition  to  the  fore- 
going, for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr.  HAMMOND  again  moved  the  question  of  con- 
sideration. He  gave  notice  that  he  would  make  the  same 
motion  in  every  similar  case,  until  he  could  procure  a 
direct  vote  on  the  subject. 

The  preliminary  question  was  postponed  until  to-mor- 
row. 

Similar  petitions  were  presented  by  Metsrs.  CAL- 
HOUN, LINCOLN,  GRENNELL,  and  JACKSON,  of 
Maasachusetts,  upon  which  the  question  of  reception  was 
made,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  G.  LEE,  postponed  until 
to-morrow.  "^     "^ 

;^Mr.  SLADE  presented  memorials,  praying  for  the  ab- 


olition of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  tbe  VMA  of 
Columbia,  of  one  hundred  females  of  Cornwall,  in  tk 
State  of  Vermont t  of  four  hundred  and  twentj4lx  fe- 
males in  the  county  of  Madison,  in  said  State;  of  thrte 
hundred  and  thirty-six  male  citiaena  of  McConnelsnH^ 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  and  of  the  officen  and  ito- 
dents  of  Oneida  Institute,  in  said  State  i  which  be  nond 
should  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 
Mr.  GLASCOCK  moved  that  they  be  not  reeetreiL 
Mr.  GIDEON  LEE  moved  to  lay  the  mottoo  on  the 
tablet  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JANES,  of  Vermont,  presented  a  petition  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  HAMMOND  demanded  the  preliminary  qaestiog 
of  reception!  which  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  RUSSELL  presented  a  petition  from  wndrjU- 
viduals,  praying  the  abolition  of  riavery  in  tbe  Uiitnctof 
Columbia. 

Mr.  HAMMOND  demanded  tbe  question  of  conlide^ 
ation. 

Mr.  GIDEON  LEE  moved  that  the  preliminary  qtff- 
tioD  of  non-reception  be  laid  on  the  tablet  vbicb  ts 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  presented  two  memoriak  frpo  cit' 
sens  of  Pennsylvania!  one  of  which  prayed  for  the  ib* 
olition  of  slavery,  and  the  other  for  the  suppresioo  rf 
the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
Mr.  HAMMOND  moved  that  they  be  not  received. 
Mr.  GIDEON  LEE  moved  to  lay  the  motioo  on  Ac 
table. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  aaktd  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  ike 
question. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  a  call  of  the  Houscf  which  wk 
lost. 

Upon  counting,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  *bf* 
ther  the  call  for  the  yeas  and  naya  was  seconded,  there 
appeared  to  be  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  WISE  again  moved  a  call  of  the  Hpuse.   Vi*- 
Upon  a  second  count,  a  quorum  was  found  to  be  » 
attendance,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Upon  the  question  to  lay  the  motion  tbst  the  petibo^ 
be  not  received  on  the  table,  (which  wu  understood 
merely  as  a  postponement  of  the  subject  until  to-iW' 
row,)  tbe  vote  was  as  follows: 

Ybas— Messrs.  Adams,  Chihon  Allan,  Anthony.  A«>i 
Ashley,   Barton,   Beale,   Bean,  Beardsley,  Deaumoot. 
Bell,  Bookee,  Bond,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Bovee,  Bron* 
Bunch,    Bynum,   William    B.   Calhoun,    Cambreleaf^ 
Campbell,   Carr,  Casey,   Chaney,  Chapmsn,  Chip)"* 
Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Ck^ 
land,  Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig,  Cnmer, 
Cushing,  Cushman,  Davis,  Deberry,  I>'*<^1^^'^^'.?'^ 
son,  Doobleday,  Dromgoole,  Efner,  Evans,  F*'*;.^ 
Farlin,  Fowler,  Frencli,  Fry,  Phllo  C  Fuller,  Wiil»« 
K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,   James  Garland,   Rice  G^^ 
Qillet,    Granger,  Grantland,   Grayion,  Haley,  i^ 
Hall,  Hamer.  Hannegan,  Harlan,  Samuel  S.  Hafi^ 
Albert  G.   Harrison,   Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynei,  "*• 
derson,  Hoar,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Howell,  Hubley.  H«>»i 
Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Jabez  M^' 
aon,  Jarvis,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Henry  J<^' 
aon,  John  W.  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones^  Judson,  KeniM^ 
Kilgore,  Kinnard,   Klingensmith,  Lane,  Lan«ng,  ^ 
porte,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Gideon  Lee,  JodJ"*^;; 
Luke  Lea,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  a» 
jah  Mann,  Job  Mann,  Manning,  Martin,  John  Y.  N*^ 
Wilfnm  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  Ssnuon  Mason,  >t<«^ 
May,  McCarty,  McComas,  McKay,  McKeon,  Hcv^ 
Mercer,  Miller,  Milligan,  Montgomeiy,  Moore,  ^^'^ 
Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Parks,  Patterson,  FrtJJ" 
Pierce,  James  A.  Pearce,  Pettigrew,  Peyton,  r^ 
Pinckney,  Rencher,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  "^^T^^ 
Ripley,  Roane,  Robertson,  Rogers.  Scbenek,  8«r^ 
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'WilliaiD  B.  Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Sbepperd,  Shields, 
Shinn,  Smith,  Spangler,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer, 
Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  John  Thomson, 
Toucey,  Towns,  Turner,  Turrill,  Underwood,  Vander- 
poel,  Vinton,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Washington, 
I^ewia  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  Wise — 176. 

Nats — Messrs.  Banks,  Borden,  Briggs,  John  Cal- 
hoon,  George  Chambers,  John  Chambers,  Clark,  Dar- 
lington, Denny,  Everett,  Forester,  Glascock,  Grennell, 
Griffin,  Hammond,  Hard,  Harper,  Uazeltine,  Hiester, 
Ilolsey,  Janes,  Lincoln,  McKennan,  McLene,  Morris, 
Parker,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Potts,  Reed,  Russell,  Slade, 
Sloane,  Sprague,  Webster,  White,  Whittlesey— ^7. 

Mr.  HIESTER,  of  Pennsylvania,  presented  several 
petitions,  praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

Mr.  HAMMOND  moved  that  they  be  not  received. 
Mr.  LEE,  of  New  York,  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  deemed  it  proper  to  explain  his  mo- 
tives.    This  day  is  especially  appropriated  to  the  pre- 
sentation of  petitions  from  our  constituents.     Several 
members  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  present  the  pe* 
ti  lions  they  had  brought  from  home  with  them.     Every 
county  snd  town  in  the  nation  is  interested,  and  should 
at  least  be  permitted  to  have  their  petitions  before  the 
appropriate  committees.     Gentlemen  know  this  class  of 
petitions  have  already  provoked  excited  and  protracted 
discussions.     I  know  they  will  continue  to  do  so  when- 
ever they  come  into  discussion.     The  object  of  xnv  mo- 
tion is  to  prevent  such  discussion  to>day,  in  exclusion  of 
all  other  petitions.     I  wish  it  distinctly  understood  (said 
Mr.  L.)  that  I  am  in  favor  of  the  reception  of  every  pe- 
tition, whatever  msy  be  the  prayer,  provided  the  Ian- 
guage  be  decorous,  and  free  from  immorality,     I  will 
vote  for  the  reception  of  them  to-morrow. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  preliminary  question  on  tb« 
table  was  agreed  to. 

Messrs.  DARLTNOTON,  MORRIS,  CHAMBERS  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  DENNY,  presented  various  petitions, 
praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
luoibiai  upon  each  of  which  Mr.  HAMMOND  demand- 
ed the  question  of  consideration <  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
GIDEON  LEE,  the  preliminary  question  of  receptioi\ 
on  each  petition  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WHITTLESET,  of  Ohio,  presented  an  abolition 
memorial. 

Mr.  HAMMOMD  moved  that  it  be  not  received. 
Mr.  GIDEON  LEE  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on  the 
table;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  almost  exclusively  de- 
voted to  the  reception  of  petitions,  memorials,  and  res- 
olutioni;  and 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

TuisDAT,  Jaitvabt  19. 

SLAVERY  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OV  COLUMBIA. 

~  The  special  order  of  the  day  was  taken  up,  being  the 
following  resolution,  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  Jartis, 
of  Maine: 

Beiohedf  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  sub- 
ject of  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia ought  not  to  be  entertained  by  Congress.  And  be 
it  further  resolved,  that  in  case  any  petition  praying 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  be 
beresfter  presented,  it  is  the  deliberate  opinion  of  the 
House  that  the  same  ought  to  be  laid  upon  the  table, 
without  being  referred  or  printed. 

To  which  Mr.  Wisx  submitted  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

"  Besolved,"  and  insert.  That  there  is  no  power  of 
legislation  granted  by  the  constitution  to  the  Congress  of 


the  United  States,  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  that  any  attempt  by  Congress  to  legialatA 
upon  the  subject  of  slavery  will  be  not  only  anauthoii* 
zed,  but  dangerous  to  the  union  of  the  States. 

Mr.  Jabvis  subsequently  modified  the  original  reso- 
lution as  follows: 

Whereas  any  attempt  in  this  House  to  agitate  the 
question  of  slavery  is  calculated  to  disturb  th'e  compro- 
mises of  the  constitution,  to  endanger  the  Union,  and,  if 
persisted  in,  to  destroy  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the 
country:    Therefore, 

Metohedf  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  sub- 

{*eet  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum* 
lia  ought  not  to  be  entertained  by  Congress.  And  it  ia 
further  resolved,  that  in  case  any  petition  prayinp^  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  be 
hereafter  presented,  it  ia  the  deliberate  opinion  of  tiM 
House  that  the  same  ought  to  be  laid  upon  the  table, 
without  beinff  referred  or  printed. 

The  question  before  the  House  being  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Wis«— * 

Mr.  HOLSEY  said  he  would  have  supported  the  mo- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Vii^inia,  [Mr.  Wise,]  had  it 
been  presented  at  a  proper  time.  He  was  willing  to 
meet  the  constitutional  question  whenever  it  could  be  pre- 
sented in  a  proper  manner<  but  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
g^  into  the  merits  of  the  question  at  present.  The  peo- 
ple he  had  the  honor  to  represent,  and  he  befieved  the 
whole  people  of  the  South,  believed  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States  granted  no  power  to  legislate  on  thia 
subject.  The  position  his  own  State  occupied  prevent- 
ed him  from  going  further  in  this  matter.  He  was  of 
opinion  the  subject  should  be  disposed  of,  by  calling  for 
the  yeas  and  nays,  without  discussion.  It  ought  to  b« 
recollected  that  this  was  a  deep  and  pervading  question. 
The  South  knew  the  rights  which  belonged  to  them, 
and  it  was  hsrdly  necessary  for  him  to  say  that  they 
would  maintain  those  rights.  We  have  the  voice  of  his- 
tory to  warn  us  how  to  proceed  in  this  matter.  The 
discussions  in  the  French  Legislature  had  their  influence 
in  the  insurrection  in  the  West  Indies.  He  had  noticed 
this  circumstance  merely  as  an  additional  motive  fur 
drawing  this  exciting  and  agitating  question  to  a  close. 

The  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr. 
Jaevis]  would  have  a  conciliating  influence  on  tba 
South-*the  terms  of  the  resolution  being,  that  the  agita- 
tion  of  the  question  was  calculated  to  disturb  the  com- 
promises of  the  constitution.  It  was  not  inconsistent 
with  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia!  and 
he  was  willing  to  go  for  that  resolutidn  abo  at  the  prop- 
er time.  There  could  be  but  one  opinion  in  relation  to 
the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Elaine,  and  he 
thought  that  by  adopting  it  we  would  discbarge  our  ob- 
ligations to  our  country.  He  did  not  think  that  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  could  be 
sustained  in  its  present  shape,  because  it  would  be  stri- 
king out  the  language  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  and 
inserting  the  constitutional  question.  God  forbid  that 
the  existence  of  this  great  confederacy  should  be  dis- 
turbed by  a  mere  matter  of  propriety.  He  would  say, 
in  conclusion,  that  he  would  support  the  original  resolu- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Mainei  but  whenever  gentle- 
men should  see  proper  to  present  the  constitutional 
question  in  a  proper  manner,  he  would  sustain  their 
views. 

Mr.  HAWES  said  the  people  he  bad  the  honor  to  rep- 
resent viewed  the  subject  now  before  the  House  with  aa 
great  attention  and  deep  interest  a%  perhaps,  any  of  the 
people.  He  had  regretted  that  the  discussion  of  the  sub- 
ject should  be  carried  on,  because  in  his  view  every  speech 
made  was  calcuUted  to  create  an  impression  in  the  minda 
of  the  abolitionists  that  they  were  persecuted.  He  be* 
lieved  the  consequences  to  be  deleterious,  let  discussion 
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come  from  whatever  quarter  it  might,  whether  from  the 
East,  North,  South,  or  West.  Viewing  the  discussion 
as  deleterious  to  every  part  of  this  great  confederacy, 
be  felt  himself  bound  to  demand  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  PEYTON  rose  and  asked  the  gentleman  to  with- 
draw the  motion. 

Mr.  HA  WES  said,  I  cannot  withdraw,  sir;  I  have  giv- 
en my  reasons  for  the  motion,  and  I  feel  compelled  to 
insist  upon  it. 

The  motion  for  the  previous  question  was  not  second- 
ed by  the  House:  Aves  90,  noes  100. 

Mr.  PEYTON  had  hoped  the  gentlemen  of  the  South 
would  meet  the  only  question  they  ever  wished  to  see 
presented  there:  that  was  the  question  of  power,  not  of 
expediency.  Would  any  gentleman  go  home  to  the 
South  and  tell  his  constituents  that  they  might  enjoy  life, 
liberty,  and  property,  because  it  was  not  expedient  to 
touch  it^  He  would  assure  gentlemen  that  the  mere 
declaration  of  inexpediency,  with  regard  to  the  District 
of  Columbia,  would  be  insufficient  to  tranquillixe  the 
South,  and  they  deceived  themselves  if  they  thought  so. 
Mr.  P.  then  referred  to  the  recent  speech  of  Mr.  Adams, 
and  the  message  of  Governor  Marey,  in  relation  to  the 
f  pecial  message  of  Governer  Gayle,  part  of  which  be 
read.  This,  he  said,  would  show  what  the  South  had  to 
expect  from  the  northern  feeling  and  northern  people. 
He  would  put  the  case  of  the  g^ilt  of  the  incendiary  be- 
ing clear  beyond  a  doubt,  and  that  murders  without 
number  had  been  committed  through  him  or  his  agency; 
yet,  upon  the  position  assumed  by  the  Governor  of  New 
York,  he  could  not  be  punished,  because  he  did  not 
commit  the  crimes  within  the  limits  of  the  State  in  which 
he  resided.  Mr.  P.  contended  that  this  conflicted  with 
that  clause  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  which 
provided  for  the  surrender  of  fugitives  from  justice. 
The  case  of  an  incendiary  firing  from  a  mortar  across  a 
State  line  could  be  done  with  impunity,  according  to 
that  position,  if  there  was  no  law  \n  the  State  of  New 
York  to  meet  that  particular  case. 

Mr.  P.  maintained  that  the  man  who  committed  crime 
at  a  distance  against  a  State,  was  just  as  amenable  to  the 
laws  of  the  State  he  had  outraged,  as  if  he  had  commit- 
ted the  act  within  the  limits  of  the  State.  He  just  as 
much  fled  from  justice  as  the  criminal  who  fled  from 
the  State.  Mr.  P.  then  read  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren  on  an  amendment  to  the  constitution,  in  relation 
to  the  abolition  of  slavery  within  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, contained  in  the  letter  from  the  honorable  Silas 
Wright  to  Thomas  Ritchie,  Esq.,  and  also  the  letter  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren  to  Samuel  Gwin,  of  Mississippi,  to  show 
Ibat  Mr.  Van  Buren  reserved  the  power  in  the  States 
over  this  species  of  property;  and  that  it  could  not  be 
touched  without  an  amendment  to  the  constitution.  Mr. 
P.  denied  that  it  could  be  so  amended  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, and  the  time  was  now  come  when  they  must 
come  up  and  meet  this  question.  He  then  read  an  ex« 
tract  from  a  letter  of  Mr.  Butler,  the  Attorney  General, 
to  Hugh  A.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  respecting  the  meeting 
at  Albany  on  the  subject  of  slavery  west  of  the  Mississip- 
pi, in  the  year  1819,  and  Mr.  Van  Buren's  course  on  that 
occasion.  He  also  dilated  on  the  proceedings  of  thie 
New  York  Legislature  in  1830,  on  the  admission  of 
Missouri  into  the  Union,  so  far  as  regarded  the  question 
of  slavery,  in  which  Mr.  Van  Buren  voted  for  the  pre- 
amble and  resolution  declaring  that  Congress  might  ex- 
clude slavery  from  new  States,  before  their  admission 
into  the  Union.  Mr,  P.  then  referred  to  a  publication 
be  had  received  a  few  days  since,  entitled  ■<  Supplement 
to  tlie  Pioneer,"  from  which  he  read  sundry  long  ex- 
tracts, maintaining  the  right  of  Congress  to  suppress 
slavery  in  the  Territories  and  in  the  District  of  Colum. 
bla.  There  were  hundreds  of  thousands  of  abolition 
publications  issued  from  the  State  of  New  York,  an  act 


which  was  punishable  in  the  southern  Ststesi  but  tbe 
criminal  could  not  be  reached,  because  he  resided  with- 
in the  limits  of  other  States;  yet  gentlemen  froo  the 
South  told  us  that  the  North  was  sound  on  thti  nibjecL 
He  compared  the  conduct  of  the  abolitionists  with  thatof 
an  armament  nf  private  citizens  against  one  of  the  r- 
publics  of  South  Anoerica.  When  such  a  thing  vu abn'. 
to  take  place,  with  regard  to  Texas,  he  ssid,  the  Pre^ 
dent  of  the  United  States  promptly  issued  bis  proclasi' 
tion  against  the  design;  but  no  proclamation,  nomcnge, 
no  letter,  had  been  sent  forth  against  these  sodetia 
who  were  conspiring  a  war&re  against  the  iDsHtutioii 
of  the  South. 

Mr.  P.  drew  a  picture  of  the  condition  of  the  dim 
of  the  Sooth,  contrasted  with  the  laborers  of  the  North, 
and  commented  at  great  length  upon  the  abore  publia- 
tion  or  address  of  the  anti-slavery  society.  He  luis- 
tained  that  the  only  way  to  meet  the  question  vute 
vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  ^Irgisi 
Any  thing  less  than  this  would  be  '•  shirking"  the  q«& 
tion  I  would  be  evading  it.  The  question  of  expediotj 
would  not  now  do.  He  believed  there  wasa  6je<l  deter 
mination  to  bsflle  the  question!  and  he  called  upon  tht 
gentlemen  of  the  South  not  to  suffer  it  to  be  baffled. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  then  rose  and  addressed  the  House  u 
follows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  before  entering  upon  the  discuwoa  irf 
the  several  resolutions  now  under  considcrstion,  let  w 
protest  against  a  certain  election,  now  so  much  witi 
of,  having  any  thing  whatever  to  do  in  this  wtter 
Several  allusions  have  been  made  to  some  supposed  pir- 
ticipation  of  that  election  with  the  resolutions  now  under 
debate.  I  cannot  believe  that  any  man  would  bring  m 
hazard  the  life  or  safety  of  the  infant  that  sits  upon  JJ 
knee,  and,  smiling,  looks  up  to  him  for  protectionr-w 
companion  of  his  joys  and  his  torrows— his  fnendJ, » 
country,  and  every  thing  that  is  dear  to  him  on  esrtfr-- 


to  forward  any  party  views,  or  to  elevate  or  awPPr^ 
the  hopes  of  any  individual.  But  should  I  be  imswa 
in  this,  I  am  sure  I  shall  not  be  in  another  view  ol  it.  " 
attempted  to  be  used  on  either  aide,  it  will  soon  befowj 
to  be  a  dangerous  weapon,  one  that  cuts  both  ^y^ 
will  soon  be  laid  aside.  To  say  you  will  never  bjn«» 
President  from  a  non-slavcholding  State,  will  pro«'« 

and  give  excuse  to  those  of  the  n©"-*^*^®**  | '°^hi|iiK 
to  say  they  will  never  have  one  from  a  •**!*  ?JJ 
State.  This,  if  acted  on,  is  a  practical  *«wl"^>°°25« 
Union,  and  would  soon  produce  it,  in  every  w"*  ^ 
term.  Sir,  when  1  go  to  the  polls,  I  shall  vole  ror  wi^ 
I  please  at  the  time.  Should  the  election  comt  w  ^ 
House,  (it  being  then  the  vote  of  my  ^''^^'^Vr^lis 
taj  vote,)  I  shall  vote  as  they  plesse.  As  to  how 
to  find  out  what  they  wisli,  they  csn  inform  "^^^^  , 
way  they  may  thmk  proper.  I  hold  "'/•f".  Vthilf 
find  out  somehow.  Nor  have  I  any  doubt  buiw* 
can.  This  is  all  I  wish  to  have  to  do  with  thtt  ew^ 
Let  me  then  turn  my  back  upon  it,  while  ^'^'V^ytitt' 
under  consideration.  I  will  vote  for  no  m»nf  -^  to 
ever  quarter  of  the  Union  he  may  coroc,  who  ^  .  ))^ 
be  meddling  with  the  right  of  property,  »"^.,  tLjaa 
that  in  slaves,  because  it  involves  other  pen'^ 
the  loss  of  property.  .     .  .   j^]. 

I  will  consider  the  constitutional  question  ""j^ 
though  there  is  difference  of  opinion  on  this  qu  ^ 
and,  no  doubt,  honest  difference  of  opinion— «"»  r^ 
not  see  where  the  difficulty  is.  All  admit  •  "*"  ^^jct, 
or  his  horse  cannot  be  taken  from  him  in  ini*  ^^ 
any  more  than  elsewhere;  and  that  it  ^""  .?,t^ 
any  where,  except  for  the  public  usej  nor  e*^ 
without  just  compensation.  ^  |^|i. 

Can,  then,  the  constitutionality  of  the  P^P^^^^teii 
tion  be  sustained,  without  showing  a  d»»*''"*ij!'J"  Kjch  be 
the  property  a  man  holds  in  a  slsve,  and  that  w 
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holds  in  lands  or  horses?  ,It  surely  cannot.  If,  then, 
there  be  any  distinction,  where  does  it  We}  Is  it  to  be 
found  in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States?  Cer- 
tainly not.  That  instrument  makes  no  distinction. 
IfVhiie  the  federal  constitution  was  under  debate,  with  a 
view  to  its  adoption,  by  the  Virginia  convention,  Henry 
urged  that  this  property  was  not  secured,  and  gave  his 
reason  why  he  thought  so.  He  was  answered  that  it 
was;  and  that  clause  was  cited  to  prove  it,  which  pro- 
vides for  the  retaking  of  a  runaway  slave  or  servant,  in 
any  State  to  which  he  might  abscond.  It  was  insisted 
by  Henry  that  slaves  might  be  taxed,  until  the  tax  would 
compel  emancipation.  Amendments  were  proposed, 
and  most  if  not  all  of  them  afterwards  adopted,  which 
now  form  a  part  of  the  constitution,  and  stand  as  amend- 
ments. Further  to  secure  this,  and  all  ottier  property, 
we  find  this  amendment:  *'Nor  shall  private  property 
foe  taken  for  public  use,  without  just  compensation."— - 
(See  amendment  to  constitution,  sec.  5.)  This  was 
then  the  most  valuable  species  of  property  held  by  the 
southern  States,  as  well  as  now.  This  propertv  was 
then  almost  entirely  peculiar  to  the  South,  and  they 
^Rrere  unwilling  to  trust  it  to  any  one  but  themselves. 
This  was  the  greatest  stumbling-block  in  the  way  of  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution.  The  determination  to  hold 
it  wholly  within  their  own  power,  and  trust  it  to  no  one, 
makes  the  South  feel  and  know  that  State  rights  and 
State  Governments  are  more  dear  to  them  than  to  any 
section  of  the  Union.  Sir^  they  did  not  mean  to  intrust 
it  to  those  who  they  knew  believed,  or  professed  to 
believe,  that  property  could  not  be  held  in  a  slave. 
With  the  clauses  before  quoted,  and  the  other  clauses  in 
the  constitution  and  amendments,  all  recognising  and 
securing,  or  seeking  to  secure,  this  property,  with  many 
doubts  and  fears,  and  contrary  to  the  advice  of  many  of 
the  wisest  and  best  men  we  ever  had,  wc  adopted  the 
constitution — went  into  the  copartnership. 

Have  we  gone  into  this  confederacy  with  the  principal 
part  of  our  property  thus  recognised  and  secured;  and 
shall  the  same  instrument  be  construed  to  secure  the 
property  of  one  section  of  the  Union,  and  not  that  of 
another  section?  Surely  this  cannot  be.  Some,  seeing 
the  palpable  absurdity  of  this,  fly  to  this  idea:  say  they, 
you  cannot  liberate  the  slave  now  in  being,  but  you  may 
forbid  the  increase  to  be  held  as  slaves.  Compel  us  to 
maintain  the  mother,  while  she  raises  the  children!  The 
master  is  thus  made  slave  to  his  negro!  Take  all  the 
rents  and  profits,  but  hold  the  property  in  the  land  sa- 
cred! Be  careful  not  to  interfere  with  the  right  of 
property  in  the  mare,  but  take  away  all  the  colts!  Such 
ideas,  however,  though  they  may  weigh  upon  the  minds 
of  others,  weigh  nothing  upon  mine.  It  is  property,  or 
not.  The  constitution  is  binding  upon  all,  or  none;  none 
can  claim  under  a  deed  or  will,  and  against  it,  or  deny 
its  validity;  none  can  hold  on  upon  that  part  of  the  con- 
stitution which  is  to  their  advantage,  and  discard  all  the 
balance.  What  distinction  can  be  drawn  between  prop- 
erty, and  property  in  this  respect?  What,  sir,  shall  you 
not  be  able,  with  the  whole  power  of  the  confederacy, 
to  take  away  a  man's  horse,  worth  forty  dollars,  unless 
it  be  for  the  public  use,  and  not  then  without  just  com- 
pensation, and  still  be  able  to  take  his  slave,  his  prop- 
erty, worth  one  thousand  dollars,  not  for  the  public  use, 
not  with  just  compensation?  Some  have  said  this  prop- 
erty might  be  taken  away,  jf  it  became  dangerous  to 
the  public.  This  cannot  be  for  the  public  use.  If  set 
free  they  will  not  be  property  at  all,  and  cannot  be 
property  for  the  public  use.  This  is  a  strange  idea — to 
make  property  useful  to  the  public,  by  making  it  no 
property  at  all! 

In  the  first  place,  a  man  cannot  be  placed  in  much 
greater  danger,  or  a  much  worse  condition,  than  by  ta- 
king away  from  him  the  proceeds  of  his  whole  life's 
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labor — his  bread  for  his  children.  In  the  next  place,  it 
is  wholly  inconsistent  with  the  profession,  that  those  who 
contend  for  those  powers  in  this  District  do  not  claim 
them  over  the  States.  If  this  ar^^ument,  drawn  from 
danger  only,  will  authorize  emancipation  here,  where 
there  are  but  few  slaves,  (and,  from  thesmallness  of  the 
District,  there  never  can  be  many,)  what  will  it  not  do, 
if  transferred  to  Louisiana  and  Mississippi?  In  the  third 
place,  the  danger  is  not  less  on  account  of  the  interfe- 
rence of  strangers.  And,  in  the  fourth  place,  we  never 
meant,  nor  do  we  mean  ever,  to  put  ourselves  or  prop- 
erty in  negro  slaves  under  the  care  and  keeping  of  those 
who  have  no  slaves.  No,  sir;  no  distinction  can  be 
drawn  between  the  right  to  interfere  with  this  property 
and  any  other,  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Government. 
When  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  conveyed 
away  this  District  to  the  Federal  Government,  they  had 
procured  a  bond  to  be  given  by  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, that  private  property  should  not  be  taken  for 
public  use,  without  just  compensation.  How,  then, 
comes  it  that  this  Government  shall  assume  the  power 
to  take  away  the  most  valuable  property  they  had,  when 
it  fell  into  its  hands? — and  that,  too,  (twist  it  as  you  will, 
at  last  it  comes  to  this,),  because  other  people  do  not 
like  this  kind  of  property— have  scniples  of  conscience. 
Yet  it  seems  many  have  no  scruples  of  conscience  that 
will  prevent  them  from  taking  away  the  property  of 
others — ay,  sir,  and  after  entering  into  the  niost  solemn 
obligations  not  to  violate  an  instrument  which  aays  you 
shall  not,  except  for  the  public  use,  and  then  not  with- 
out just  compensation.  It  is  not  pretended  to  be  dis- 
guised that  there  is  a  plan  afloat  for  general  emancipa- 
tion; and  these  petitioners,  generally,  say  they  conceive 
this  to  be  a  part  of  the  means  to  be  used,  in  order  to 
consummate  their  general  object. 

It  appears  to  me  that,  view  the  memorials  and  argu- 
ments in  every  light,  resting  as  they  do  upon  some  sup- 
posed distinction  between  this  and  any  other  species  of 
properly,  ttie^  all  must  come  at  last  to  this  point — that 
the  property  in  a  negro  slave  is  no  property  at  all.  We 
have  no  thoughts  of  trusting  half  the  whole  wealth  of  all 
the  South  to  abstractions  of  this  kind.  We  claim  negro 
slaves  as  property;  we  hold  them  as  such;  and  the  prop- 
erty in  them  was  recognised,  guarantied,  aecured,  or 
souglit  to  be  secured,  to  us,  against  all  interference. 
The  constitution  either  secures  it  to  us,  or  it  does  not. 
If  it  does,  we  have  all  we  want  upon  that  point.  If  it 
does  not,  we  are  deceived,  and  must  secure  it  in  some 
other  way,  but  not  by  putting  it  under  the  control  of 
those  who  have  no  slaves. 

Many  are  of  opinion  that  large  manufactories  are  dan- 
gerous to  the  liberty,  safety,  and  morals,  of  a  nation. 
Shall  we  burn  them  down,  sir,  by  act  of  Congress?  Such 
ideas  appear  to  me  to  be  subversive  of  every  security  for 
property,  dangerous  to  the  community,  and  hostile  to  the 
peace  and  order  of  civilized  life.  I  cannot  see  the  least 
ground  for  asserting  this  power. 

But,  on  the  point  of  constitutionality,  I  can  differ  with 
any  gentleman,  from  any  part  of  the  Union,  and  do  it  in 
perfect  good  will  and  good  humor.  With  equal  good 
humor  and  complacency  can  I  hear  abstractions  on  the 
subject  of  negroes  and  negro  slavery.  As  long  as  they 
are  kept  north  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line,  they  can 
never  hurt  us  of  tlie  South.  Nor  can  they  hurt  there 
much;  for,  as  my  Lord  Bacon  says,  "though  such 
things  work  mightily  on  men*s  wits,  yet  do  they  produce 
no  very  great  effects."  The  mischief  never  begins  until 
an  attempt  is  made  to  reduce  them  to  practice. 

I  promised  you,  and,  through  you,  my  constituents, 
that  whenever  the  abolition  question  came  up,  not  en- 
tangled with  any  question  of  order,  or  with  any  extra- 
neous matter,  I  would  express  my  opinions  and  feelings 
upon  it.     Yet,  who  can  be  ignorant  of  what  are  the 
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feelings  «nd  opinions  of  a  Kepresentative  of  any  portion 
of  the  slavebolding  districts  upon  this  subject'  There 
is  no  difference  of  opinion  or  of  feeling,  either  in  regard 
to  the  right  to  interfere,  or  the  disposition  to  do  so,  by 
the  Federal  Government.  Nearly  all  these  memorials 
declare,  in  terms,  that  they  mean  this  measure  to  ope- 
rate, in  some  form  or  other,  to  produce,  or  to  induce, 
the  emancipation  of  the  slaves  of  all  the  South.  The 
fsct  is  not  attempted  to  be  covered,  that  there  are  un- 
tiring efforts  constantly  in  action,  the  object  of  which  is 
to  emancipate  our  slaves.  Some  petitions  propose  to  do 
it  immediately.  Others  propose  to  do  it  gradually.  I 
am  entirely  satisfied,  that  to  do  it,  or  use  the  means  to 
do  it,  either  way,  is  a  violation  of  the  constitution,  sub- 
versive of  private  and  public  safety,  and,  if  persevered 
in,  fatal  to  the  Union. 

I  have,  however,  no  great  solicitude  on  the  constitu- 
tional question.  When  the  mind  gets  its  own  consent  to 
take  from  me  my  propeity,  find  endanger  my  life,  upon 
speculative  notions  of  this  character,  it  is  obvious  it  will 
find  it  essy  enough  to  get  clear  of  constitutional  diffi- 
culty. And  it  is  not  material  whether  it  come  to  this 
determination  through  infatuation,  perversion  of  intel- 
lect, or  perversion  of  moral  sense,  or  from  corruption 
known  and  felti  it  will,  in  neither  case,  stand  long  upon 
constitutional  construction. 

Sir,  I  liave  been  compelled  to  come  to  the  conclusion, 
that  when  our  lives  and  our  property  depend  upon  con- 
struction, and  construction  only,  no  great  reliance  can 
be  plsced  in  the  safety  of  either. 

The  opinions  of  the  greatest  and  best  of  men  differ 
and  change  with  time  and  change  of  circumstances. 
Look  to  the  opinions  of  the  great,  wise,  and  good  men, 
who  framed  and  adopted  tills  constitution,  with  its 
gi'Brd^d,  careful  amendments.  Mark  the  opinions  de- 
livered in  debate  on  its  adoption.  1  know  they  stand  in 
the  form  of  argument,  but  not  the  arguments  of  counsel, 
feed  to  maintain  one  side  only.  They  are  the  arguments 
of  a  judge  delivering  the  sentence  of  life  or  death;  pro- 
nouncing sentence  of  life  or  death  to  a  nation's  inde- 
pendence. When  Patrick  ITenry  urged,  before  the 
Virginia  convention,  that,  under  the  constitution  pro- 
posed, a  sovereign  State  might  be  dragged  before  a 
court,  what  did  the  late  ChiefJustice  say  in  reply?  Mr. 
Speaker,  when  I  allude  to  the  late  Chief  Justice  of  the 
United  States,  let  me  do  it  with  all  humility  and  homage 
to  his  great  name  and  virtues.  Would  that  1  could  pay  a 
tribute  as  just  and  ample  as  it  is  sincere,  to  the  splendor 
of  his  talents,  the  magnitude  of  his  acquirements,  and, 
what  is  more  than  all,  to  the  purity  and  simplicity  of  his 
heart,  and  the  unbending  firmness  of  his  justice. 

In  answer  to  Henry,  and  in  support  of  the  constitu- 
tion, or  rather  its  adoption,  he  said,  among  other  things, 
**\i  is  not  rational  to  suppose  that  sovereign  power 
should  be  dragged  before  a  court."  Does  he  then  say, 
or  even  intimate,  that,  in  the  adoption  of  that  constitu- 
tion, a  State  would  cease  to  be  a  sovereign  Power?  Far 
from  it.  Such  a  hint  I  do  not  recollect  to  have  seen;  at 
that  day  it  might  have  been  fatal  to  the  adoption.  He 
sa^s  farther:  "  1  hope  no  gentleman  will  think  that  a  State 
wdl  be  called  at  the  bar  of  the  federal  court."  What 
he  thought  of  it  aAerwards,  af>er  decisions  and  al>er 
opinions  will  show.  We  find  that  the  most  illustrious 
men  have  stood  out  for  a  time  upon  a  constitutional 
difliculty,  and  yielded  at  last.  Witness  the  history  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  I  may  not  be  right— I  hope 
1  am  not — but  it  appears  to  me  that  positions  have  been 
taken,  which  in  their  natui-e  are  impossible  to  be  exe- 
cuted, and  contrary  to  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  con- 
stitution, and  that  by  construction  on  the  constitution. 

Has  no  sucli  position  as  this  been  substantially  taken— 
an  independent  savage  nation  in  the  heart  of  a  sovereign 
civilized  Stale,  under  the  protection  of  the  federal  court? 


I  hope  I  am  not  right;  but  it  appears  to  me  that 
men  have  convinced  themselves  that  this  is  practinbk, 
constitutional,  and  just;  and  that  the  savsges  are  tort- 
main,  in  all  time,  not  subject  to  the  laws  of  the  Stair, 
scalping  and  tomahawking  men,  women,  and  beipka 
children,  if  they  please,  under  the  protection  of  the 
federal  court.  If  all  those  whose  ancestors  toolc  bod 
from  the  Indians  wo«ild  return  to  them  all  the  lands  tU 
held,  there  would  be  room  enough  for  the  "poorlo- 
dians."  "Can  a  man  be  pardoned,  and  retala  tbe 
offence?"  When,  then,  I  see  that  great  men  can  ihos 
construe  and  thus  act — great  and  good  men,  imny  of 
them  as  great  and  as  good  as  any  men  in  any  a^  or 
country — I  do  not  like  to  place  my  principal  reliance  oa 
constitutional  construction  in  this  affair.  I  knov  ve 
must  rely  mainly  upon  ourselves.  But  as  far  as  depeoiis 
upon  our  fellow-citizens  and  friends  not  situated  as  re 
are  in  regard  to  tliis  property,  especially  membenof 
this  House,  I  am  anxious  to  have  an  answer  to  this  que^ 
tion:  Do  you  (professing  to  be  friendly  to  iisoftbe 
South)  mean  to  take  any  steps,  directly  or  indirectly,  to 
produce  their  effect  now  or  hereafter,  whicii  steps « 
intended  to  take  from  us  this  property,  and,  in  doing  so, 
put  us  and  the  property  both  in  danger?  No  man  oo 
answer  to  this  for  those  that  are  to  follow  him.  Exii 
man  must  answer  this  question  for  himself.  If  the  >»• 
swer  is  yes,  I  care  not  a  fig  fur  his  constitutional  notioa. 
I  cannot  feel  that  that  person,  whoever  he  may  be,  or 
whatever  he  may  think  of  the  purity  of  bis  own  inieiv 
tions,  IS  a  friend  to  me  or  mine,  or  to  the  southern 
people. 

We  of  the  South  are  notoriously  assailed  upon  this 
subject,  in  church  and  out  of  church,  (I  mean  no  re6ec- 
tion  on  the  church,)  by  societies  and  combinations  o/aK 
descriptions  in  the  Union,  and  of  many  foreign  countries 
Are  we  now  16  be  assailed  by  this  House?    The  rotes 
which  have  been  taken  indicate  decidedly  that  ve  vt 
not — ^Ihe  friendly  countenances  I  meet  every  day  tell  ^ 
it  can  hardly  be.     But  if  we  are  to  be  assailed  by  thi> 
House  in  legislative  form,  ineviUble  necessity  has  takefl 
our  course  for  us.     Philosophers  may  dream,  and  fanat- 
ics may  rave  in  their  wild  imaginations,  but  we  knot 
that  our  course  is  taken  for  us  by  dire  necessity,   wj 
know  that  three  millions  of  men  are  not  to  be  maMT" 
by  philosophic  dreams,  or  the  wild  imagination  of  fatt- 
ies.   Many  are  the  schemes  devised  for  our  benefit  of 
men  and  women,  many  of  whom  are  as  ignorant  of  [lie 
matter  as  they  are  officious  in  meddling  with  that  wtwcfi 
does  not  concern  them.    Some  advise  emancipstioniflj 
mediately,  openly,  violently;  others  propose  to  proc<« 
more  cautiously,  carefully.     The   purposes  hern^  "« 
same,  (the  emancipation  of  other  men's  P'^?^^^*]^ 
fering  only  in  the  means  proposed  to  be  used,  the  nw* 
temperate  tells  the  more  rash  that  he  will  defeat jw 
object.   So  far,  then,  his  rashness  will  benefit  us.  w«" 
such  an  object  before  him,  the  more  guarded  tnd  op 
cumspect  he  is,  the  more  dangerous  he  is  to  ufc    ' " 
is  only  one  point  upon  which  all  their  schemes  and  p  ^ 
ever  agree— that  we  of  the  South  sleep  on  a  n|>P'' 
of  gunpowder.     Some  propose  to  set  fire  to  th«s  W" 
zine  openly,  in  broad  day,  and  immedislely;  oinenrJ 
it  would  be  best  to  bum  it  off  gradually  by  s  slow  m^^ 
and  hurt  nobody.     Sir,  such  speculations  arc  »"'"^J' 
as  long  as  they  are  not  attempted  to  be  put  '"^^  P'^.^j  ;„' 
This  is  the  very  scheme  that  was  proposed  snd  me 
St.  Domingo.      It  was  some  time  before  *'?J  T^  jj 
cauglit  the  magazine  of  powder;  but  when  it  did  t*   > 
blew  up  the  whole  island  at  a  blast.    Instesd  of  mm^^ 
on  millions  of  pounds  of  sugar  and  coffee,  ""^^/""L  ,n(I 
other  articles  of  value,  reared  by  the  hand  ot  care  ^^ 
industry  for  exportation,  what  have  they  now  ou  ^^ 
spontaneous  growth  of  the  island — mahogany*"  ,^^ 
like?     Their  population  reduced  to  less  than  n 
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many  of  the  fuII-blood  negroes  now  to  be  found  in  herds, 
naked  and  wild  as  the  beasts  of  ibc  forest,  flyinij  from 
the  sight  of  man,  even  of  iheir  own  country  and  color! 
This  is  the  fruit  of  this  scheme  of  gradual  emancipation. 
In  that  experiment,  as  soon  as  the  while  people  began 
to  perceive  the  effect  of  this  gradual  scheme,  almost  all 
who  could,  left  the  magazine— left  the  island.     Those 
that  remained  were,  with  the  help  of  certain  societies 
in  France,  massacred  in  the  most  treaclierous  and  brutal 
manner.     Those  who  innocently  think  that  this  powder 
can  be  burnt  ofT  gradually,  have  my  thanks  for  intend- 
ing me  no  other  mischief  than  to  burn  my  powder  with- 
out my  leave.     Yet  they  must  excuse  me;  I  cannot 
agree  to  the  project  in  any  way.     I  wish  not  to  add  to 
any  excitement  that  may  exist,  or  fan  the  flame  of  dis- 
cord.     Yet,  two  years  since,  nearly,  when  I  first  had 
the  honor  of  a  seat  here,  I  expressed  a  wish  to  print  one 
of  these  memorials,    it  contained  two  propositions— one 
that  it  was  a  shame  and  disgrace,  as  well  as  pain,  to 
northern  and  eastern  gentlemen,  and  foreigners,  to  come 
to  this  capital  and  find  slaves  and  slaveholders  here. 
Kvery  word  applied  as  thoroughly  to  Virginia,  and  the 
whole  South,  as  to  this  place.    The  other  proposition 
was  this— that  if  abolition  took  place  here,  in  the  heart 
of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  it  would  compel  or  influence 
them  to  do  the  like.     Here  was  a  direct  proposition  to 
use  means  to  emancipate  our  slaves  in  these  Slates.     I 
wished  to  print  this,  and  let  the  South  know  what  was 
proposed,  and  what  feelings  these  people  entertained 
towards  us,  and  how  many  they  might  be,  many  or  few, 
and  who  they  were.     It  was  thought  to  be  a  firebrand 
by  my  honorable  colleague,  [Mr.  Wisa,]  and  I  abandon- 
ed the  idea,  as  that  seemed  to  be  the  opinion  of  the 
whole  South.    Yet  I  thought  and  said,  and  still  think, 
that  if  a  friend  detect  a  man   attempting  to  burn  my 
house  or  do  me  scvious  injury,  and  arrest  it,  he  has  only 
half  done  his  work.     Mis  next  duly  is  to  tell  me,  that  I 
may  be  on  my  guard. 

It  is  not,  then,  a  new  thought  with  me  that  the  South 
ought  to  know  and  understand  that  there  is  danger 
abroad {  and  I  am  happy  to  find  my  honorable  colleague 
agreeing  with  me  now. 

I  have  considered  this  emancipating  notion  for  a  long 
time,  and  think  I  understand  the  quarter  from  which  it 
is  pressed  upon  us.  Tliis  thing  is  found  in  the  South  as 
well  as  the  North,  though  not  to  the  same  extent — in 
Europe  as  well  as  in  America.  It  is  found  mainly  among 
the  aristocracy— I  mean  the  money,  that  is  the  only 
aristocracy  in  this  country — and  among  the  gossiping 
classes,  rich  idlers,  and  their  dependants,  who,  not  being 
obliged  to  work,  are  speculating  upon  that  which  will 
involve  the  life  and  property  of  thousands  snd  millions 
of  honesty  industrious  citizens.  1  know  all  rich  people 
do  not  do  this,  but  it  surely  comes  from  that  quarter. 
I  never  knew  an  industrious  roan,  whose  -habit  and 
business  was  to  make  bread  with  his  own  hands  for  his 
wife  and  children;  nor  any  industrious  woman,  (his  wife,) 
whose  duty  and  habit  and  pleasure  it  was  to  honor  her 
husband,  and  feed  and  clothe  his  children,  that  ever 
])ressed  this  thing  much  upon  any  one,  or  meddled  a 
great  deal  with  other  people's  business  in  any  thing. 
This  class  have  not  time  for  such  things.  Do  not  under- 
stand me  to  assail  the  wealthy  part  of  the  community 
rudely.  Far  from  it.  As  they  have  the  means  and 
leisure  to  acquire,  so  have  they  much  intelligence  and 
many  accomplishments  not  to  be  found  among  the 
poorer  classes.  As  they  are  freed  from  the  temptation 
incident  to  want,  so  are  they  free,  in  a  measure,  from 


to  either  class. 
I  wish  not  to  provoke  the  ire  of  those  who  lire  frieod- 


ly  to  as,  though  not  living  in  a  slaveholding  district. 
1*0  go  crusading  against  people  about  their  abstract 
notions,  could  only  be  equalled,  in  absurdity,  by  the 
crusade  of  the  fanatics  against  us  for  that  which  we  can- 
not help,  if  we  were  ever  so  anxious.  I  know  that 
fanaticism  is  abroad  in  the  land;  north  and  south,  east 
and  west,  in  Europe  and  America.  With  that  it  is  use- 
less, worse  than  idle,  to  attempt  an  argument.  It  is  iu 
vain  to  appeal  to  its  bowels  of  compassion. 

"Arouse  tbo  tiger  in  the  Hercanian  desert, 
Strive  with  the  half  starved  lion  for  his  prey; 
Lesser  the  risk,  than  to  rouse 
The  slumbering  fire  of  wild  fanaticism." 

It  seems  to  palsy  every  valuable  faculty  of  the  mind 
and  the  soul.  Look  but  at  the  crusaders;  tee  hpw  they 
went  on  like  raving  maniacs  for  more  than  two  hundred 
years.  Many  of  the  most  prudent  and  worthy  men, 
whose  every  action  was  weighed  in  the  balance  before 
their  course  was  taken;  every  effort  for  their  family, 
their  fHends,  and  their  country — many  thousands  of  such 
men,  suddenly  influenced  by  the  hermit  Peter,  or  some 
such  fanatic,  abandoned  all  they  had  been  toiling  for  all 
their  days,  or  sold  it  to  purchase  an  outfit  for  the  ex- 
pedition to  the  Holy  Land.  How  many  seas  between, 
how  many  hostile  lands,  they  never  thought  to  inquire; 
how  many  armies  they  should  have  to  subdue,  they  dis- 
dained to  estimate.  They  pressed  forward,  regardless 
of  the  fields  whitened  with  the  bones  of  others  cut  off*  in 
the  same  mad  career.  Men  of  wisdom  as  well  as  men 
of  folly  were  eagerly  and  equally  engnged  in  this  enter- 

Erise.  Now,  men  of  all  kinds,  wise  or  foolish,  look 
ack  upon  them  and  their  mad  career  with  utter  aston- 
ishment, and  stand  amazed  at  their  madness.  The  ex- 
citement upon  the  subject  of  ne^ro  slavery  appears  to 
me  to  be  exactly  similar,  and  nothing  but  God  has  power 
to  arrest  it. 

To  desire  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  whole 
human  family,  and  endeavor  to  promote  it,  is  genuine 
benevolence,  which  is  the  gueen  of  all  the  virtues.  Free 
from  all  fanaticism,  many  of  the  wisest  and  best  are  deep- 
ly concerned  for  the  negro  race.  To  such  feelings  and 
such  notions  my  heart  yields  its  most  profound  and  warm 
devotion. 

I  cannot,  however,  participate  in  their  hopes  or  their 
efforts.  When  I  look  back  into  the  records  of  past  ages, 
and  am  unable  to  find  this  race  at  any  period,  in  all  timet 
in  any  place,  equal  to  their  own  protection  against  any 
other  race  of  men,  1  cannot  but  feel  that  man's  eflTorts  to 
alter  a  dpstiny  so  abiding  must  prove  unavailing.  I 
mean  the  negro  race.  The  Moor,  the  Carthaginian,  the 
Egyptian,  were  all  black,  or  nearly  so,  but  not  negroes. 
The  negro  has  several  marks  that  distinguish  him  from 
any  other  race.  The  most  remarkable  is  his  woolly  hair. 
I  do  not  mean  to  reproach  him  with  this  peculiarity,  nor 
can  I  see  any  necessary  connexion  between  this  pecu- 
liarity, or  any  other  that  be  has,  and  bit  inferiority.  1 
mean  merely  to  say  that  I  can  find  no  satisfactory  proof 
that,  in  any  time  past,  this  race  has  been  found  equal  to 
his  own  protection  against  any  other  race.  While  a  son 
is  an  inftint,  under  father  or  guardian,  he  can  be  provi* 
ded  for  and  taken  care  of;  but  when  of  full  age,  if  he 
cannot  take  care  of  himself,  he  will  hardly  be  taken  care 
of:  much  more  certainly  is  this  the  case  with  a  nation  or 
race  that  is  not  equal  to  its  own  care  and  protection. 
Who  will  take  care  of  a  nation  that  is  not  able  to  take 
care  of  itself^  I  cannot  find  any  proof  that  this  nee  has 
ever  been  in  any  other  condition.  What  was  their  con- 
dition in  the  days  of  Solomon.'  «  Negro  slaves  were»  in 
those  days,  extraordinary  marks  of  luxury,  pomp,  or 
show;  and  were  sometimes  exhibited  as  objects  of  curi- 
osity. Joeephus,  speaking  of  the  trade  carried  on  by 
Solomon  at  Ophir,  which  he  places  in  Africa,  mentions 
that,  besides  gold  and  silveri  be  obtained  thence  much 


2231 


GALES  &.  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


H.  or  R.] 


SUsvcry  in  the  DUtrid  of  Columbia, 


[Jav.  19, 1&:6. 


ivory,  bUcks,  Rnd  monkeys;  and  these  formed  the  great- 
est part  of  the  African  trade,  even  till  late  years.  Solo- 
mon bought  the  negroes  For  the  service  or  the  temple, 
the  high  priests,  and  the  seraglios,  whence  some  few  found 
their  way,  as  presents,  to  the  courts  and  cities  of  foreign 
Powers.  But  in  the  subsequent  ages,  the  decline  of  toe 
kingdoms  of  the  East  extinguished  the  demand  for  such 
articles  of  luxury  {  the  speculation  of  foreign  commerce 
ceased;  the  avenues  to  distant  objects  became  blocked 
up  or  forgotten;  and  the  negro  provinces  of  Africa,  re- 
taining only  a  very  precarious  communication  with  the 
Moors  and  Arabs,  remained  unnoticed  and  unknown, 
until  the  Portuguese  adventurers  again  opened  a  route 
to  their  shores,  two  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty  years 
afterwards."  Such  was  their  condition  then — such  it  is 
Tlie  best  protection  they  seem  ever  to  have  had. 


now. 


is  the  African  clinnate,  in  which  no  abiding  European 
settlement  ever  could  be  made,  though  tried  in  all  ages; 
and  Asiatics  can  with  difficulty. 

After  the  lapse  of  two  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty 
years,  what  was  their  condition  still?  While  other  races 
have  been  rising  into  eminence  and  falling  into  barbar- 
ism, they  remam  the  same— ay,  sir,  and  are  still  the 
same.  Efforts  have  been  made  for  three  hundred  years 
to  civilize  them,  and  advance  them  on  their  own  shores, 
but  all  in  vain.  Some  of  the  old  historians  use  expres- 
sions as  if  the  Egyptians  were  negroes;  but  the  proof  is 
now  ample  that  they  were  not  negroes,  but  had  negro 
captives  among  them.  All  the  Egyptian  mummies,  with 
scarcely  any  exception,  have  straight  hair  and  Asiatic 
faces — all  the  sculptures,  statues,  and  paintings,  sliow 
that  they  were  not  negroes.  Sir,  can  you  believe  that 
the  famous  Queen  of  Sheba  was  a  negress,  and  it  not 
mentioned f  Had  she  gone  up,  with  her  woolly  hair, 
and  lips  higher  than  her  nose,  into  all  the  splendor  of 
Asiatic  magnificence,  would  not  such  a  novelty  have 
been  mentioned? 

The  only  doubt  that  can  be  raised  is  in  regard  to  the 
Ethiopians.  Philosophy  took  its  rise  first  in  that  country. 
It  seems  easily  shown  that  it  was  a  nation  formed  of  peo- 
ple of  different  races.  As  I  can  find  nothmg  certam  to 
show  that  the  philosophers  of  that  day  were  not  negroes, 
I  cannot  say  they  were  not;  yet,  upon  the  weight  of  tes- 
timony, what  probability  is  there  that  they  were?  None 
that  I  can  see.  They  have  never  taken  the  lead  since. 
Some  individual  might,  but  exceptions  prove  the  rule; 
yet  I  have  no  recollection  of  ever  having  seen  an  indi- 
vidual instance  of  a  first  rate  man  in  any  thing  (except 
perhaps  music)  of  that  race. 

There  are  hordes  and  nations  of  them  in  tllat  neigh- 
borhood (Ethiopia)  exactly  such  as  they  were  thousands 
of  years  apo. 

There  is  a  race  spoken  of  in  the  Old  Testament,  of 
whom  it  is  said — **  Cursed  be  Canaan;  a  servant  of  ser- 
vants shall  he  be  unto  his  brethren."  I  have  much  con- 
fidence in  the  truth  of  the  Old  Testament,  as  well  as  the 
New.  There  are  many  thinp  in  each  beyond  my  reach, 
upon  the  common  rules  ofevidence,  to  know  whether 
thev  be  true  or  not,  but  there  is  nothing  that  I  ever  could 
find  to  be  false.  If  in  this  the  negro  race  is  not  alluded 
to,  I  do  not  know  what  race  is  alluded  to.  If  1  did  not 
find  a  race  of  men,  as  I  think,  exactly  agreeing  with  it, 
I  might  have  passed  over  it,  as  a  thing  the  application  or 
truth  of  which  I  could  not  exactly  see.  From  a^e  to  age 
th^  have  fulfilled  this  saying.  Shall  we  say  it  is  wrong, 
and  we  will  alter  it?  Or  shall  we  say  we  do  not  believe 
it?  And  why  not  believe  it?  See  the  prophecies  of  the 
Jews.  There  are  the  prophecies,  and  here  are  the  peo- 
ple; proving,  by  their  condition,  the  truth  of  the  proph- 
ecy. Their  condition  could  not  have  been  inferred  from 
what  had  been  the  condition  of  that  or  any  other  people, 
before  or  since  the  prophecies,  it  may  seem  hard,  and 
doea  wem  bard,  as  far  as  we  we  able  to  look  into  it,  and 


nothing  but  positive  submission  to  overruling  dcitinj  ia 
the  eyes  of  the  unbeliever,  or  submission  to  overniiisf; 
Providence  in  the  eyes  of  the  believer,  confiding  in  bu 
wisdom  and  goodness  as  well  as  aubmi^siun  to  OnnifKy 
tence,  can  reconcile  the  heart  of  a  kind  man  to  it  And, 
sir,  should  either  rebel,  what  effect  would  rcbeUionbTt' 
Some  say  the  negro  would  be  equal,  with  in  equl 
cliance.  If  so,  he  must  prove  it  by  his  own  actions.  It 
cannot  be  proved  by  supposition  or  hypothesis.  Why 
haa  the  negro  not  had  a  chance?  Why  has  be  not  ouj[b' 
the  European,  the  Asiatic,  the  American,  in  hit  tun' 
Other  races  have  been  up  and  have  been  down;  buUlKj 
have  been  down  always. 

1  know  many  wise  and  great  men  have  hopes  tbi  tbt 
negro  race  may  be  yet  brought  up  to  an  avenge  vitii 
other  races.  I  am  obliged  to  feel  respect  for  the  op» 
ions,  or  even  the  serious  hopes,  of  men  of  grest  tika& 
and  virtue.  Yet,  having  been  raised  in  a  shvehoUjD; 
section,  and  being  so  well  acquainted  with  their  dune- 
ter  there,  and  having  taken  some  pains  to  inform  njcV 
of  tJieir  previous  condition,  I  cannot  feel  tnjr  kHm 
hope  of  their  ever  being  brought  up  to  that  conditiosbf 
man's  agency. 

Judging  from  individual  cases,  a  man  might  hope;  bot 

exceptions  prove  a  rule,  though   they  may  exist-  K  * 

contrary  to  all  logic  to  argue  from  particulars  to  fot- 

rals;  but  I  am  not  informed  of  one  exception  in  vhichit 

appears  that  the  negro  has  arisen  to  any  thing  like  w 

equality  in  any  one  great  pursuit  of  learning,  or  any  iK 

else,  compared  to  the  first-rate  in  that  same  punuim 

other  racea.    C^od  forbid  ttiat  1  shouk)  disparage  ibc» 

Of\entime8  it  happens  that  they  are  better  and  laorei*- 

telligent  than  many  who  are  lamenting  over  their  igw^ 

ranee  and  depravity.    We  have  scripture  authority  \i 

show  that  we  are  brothers;  and  the  authorities  1  la^' 

quoted  Trom,  and  alluded  to,  are  not  intended  to  iip«> 

the  scripture,  but  to  prove  by  other  evidence  the  \m 

mentioned  in  the  scriptures,  that  we  are  all  fro« «« 

stock.    They  prove  it  to  my  satiafaction;  and  I  belitTt 

would  have  proved  it  if  1  had  never  heard  of  the  icn?- 

ture.  . 

I  do  not  rest  our  course  to  be  pursued  upon  the  tnim 

or  fialsehood  of  my  opinion  on  this  matter;  ourcooncii 

marked  by  necessity.    Whether  negroes  be  rqiul  or  n 

ferior— whether  it  was  right  or  wrong  in  the  orip«|J 

have  brought  them  here— whether  sUvery  in  the  sbsti*^ 

be  right  or  wrong— they  are  here  in  such  numbers^ 

so  interwoven  with  our  institutions,  we  cannot  ^^ 

of  them  without  doing  a  great  deal  worse  by  the* «« 

ourselves,  than  by  holding  them.     To  get  clear  oflfte" 

we  ahould  be  obliged  to  exterminate  them  in  selMerencc- 

The  only  use  I  wish  to  make  of  this  view  of  the  m^ 

is  this:  If  the  success  be  so  doubtful  and  trtnW^^ 

of  placing  the  race  in  a  safe  condition,  and  raising  nx* 

upon  a  level  with  other  nations,  there  is  less  propndy 

pressing  upon  us,  when  evils  are  great  and  incJcuW*" 

and  benefits  just  within  the  range  of  possibility.    A  ^' 

tion  is  asked,  what  is  to  be  done?    I  know  but  one >^ 

swer.    Leave  it  to  God.    In  the  ripeness  of  ^^rz 

in  b'la  own  way,  he  will  do  right  about  it.    The  ^^ 

keep  their  place  and  the  heavenly  bodies  move  m  ti^ 

orbiu  without  regard  to  any  agency  or  resoluti«» 

men.     Surely,  then,  when  subjects  grow  so  large, » 

the  consequences  of  interference  so  P«rilo«»> *^JVi, 

never  be  held  responsible  for  leaving  them  in  theDv»> 

of  an  overruling  Providence,  where  at  last,  let  w» 

solve  what  he  will,  they  must  remain.         ,  .^ 

Their  weakness  can  never  give  us  thcr«httos 

necessity  and  legal  right  compel  and  en 

em.     I  have  no  idea  that,  under  the  cwt8|"^ 


them.    But 
us  to  hold  them 


sUnces,  it  is  a  crime  to  bold  them,  and  shall  not  trou 
you  or  myself 
opinion  under 


you  or  myself  with  nice  questions  of  what  wouW  w  j 
other  circuoMtancesi  yet  I  will  «>)' 
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that  I  see  nothing  more  monstrous  in  this  thing,  in  any 
'wa^,  than  in  many  other  thini^s  elsewhere.  I  see  nothing 
to  induce  me  to  believe  that  if  tlie  pious  rage  of  the  fa- 
natics had  carried  them  before  Christ,  when  on  earth, 
under  the  same  circumstance,  as  some  of  their  brethren 
and.  predecessors  did,  in  regard  to  the  woman  who  was 
taWcn  in  aduhery—  I  say  I  can  see  nothing  in  it  to  prevent 
tiis  giving  the  same  answer.  **  Let  him  that  is  without 
fault  cast  the  first  stone.''  If  they  will  obey  this  rule,  I  am 
willing  they  may  throw  as  many  as  they  please.  But  they 
have  not  the  shame  or  self-condemnation  that  the  others 
had. 

"  They've  nought  to  do  but  mark  still 
Their  neighbor's  faults  and  folly." 

One  thing  is  observable.     Adultery  is  forbidden,  and 
put    with  murder,  and  the  list   of  blackest,   deepest 
crime.     Slavery  is  nowhere  forbid,  at  least  in  terms,  if 
at    all.    We  are  driven  to  long  inferences,  and  that 
against  fact.     It  existed  all  the  while,  and  still  not  ex- 
pressly forbidden,  or  by  any  reasonable  implication. 
Yety  sir,  do  not  understand  me  as  branching  out  in  de- 
fence of  slavery,  or  against  it  in  the  abstract;  I  speak 
only  as  to  our  present  condition;  the  most  inconvenient 
feature  of  w'hicli  i«,  that  it  lays  us  liable  to  fanatic  and 
unauthorized  interference  from  others.  If  we  indulge  the 
noble  feeling  of  hospitality,  the  delight  of  the  southern 
man,  and  take  into  our  bosom  the  foreigner,  seeking 
fortune  or  seeking  pleasure,  we  put  it  into  his  newer  to 
touch  us  in  this  tendcrr  place.     Pity  enough  is  it  that 
human  depravity  and  human  ingratitude  should  be  found 
great  enough  to  abuse  it;  and  still  greater  would  be  the 
pity,  if,  entering  into  the  closest  alliance  of  friendship 
and  interest  with  others,  they  should  be  found  willing 
to  touch  us  on  this  tender  chord.  ,  I  will  pass  from  this 
gloomy  view  of  the  subject;  it  is  an  old  story  and  an  old 
truth,  that  the  heart  of  man  is  deceitful  above  all  things, 
and  desperately  wicked. 

It  might  seem  that  Providence  intended  something  for 
the  benefit  of  the  negro  race,  in  suffering  a  portion  of 
them  to  be  brought  among  civilized  men,  where  they 
could  be  governed  and  protected  under  and  by  their 
laws,  until  they  were  prepared  to  receive  his  further 
blessing.     If  this  be  his  design,  I  have  no  idea  that  man 
can  defeat  it.     To  carry  them  back  to  Africa  would 
seem  well  calculated  to  stay  all  advance  in  their  career. 
But  the  idea  of  carrying  all  the  negroes  back  to  Africa 
was  never  entertained  seriously,  1  imagine,  by  any  one. 
There  are  about  three  millions.    To  carry  them  and 
find  a  home  for  them  in  a  distant  country  is  an  easy  job 
for  fanaticism;  but  all  time  is  unable  to  show  any  thing 
like  it.  We  are  talking  of  war  with  France,  and  France 
talking  of  war  with  us.     Think  of  the  cost  of  the  few 
regiments  that  either  would  think  of  sending  across  the 
Atlantic.    The  fanatics  think,  and  think  rightly,  that 
the  cost  would  be  worthy  the  consideration  of  both  na- 
tions.   This  is  not  the  point  upon  y^hich  their  brains 
are  diseased.    But  to  send  three  millions  across  the  At- 
UntJc,  and  find  a  home  for  them,  and  defend  them  until 
they  are  able  to  defend  themselves,  is  a  light  matter 
in  the  estimation  of  fanaticism.    Viewing,  on  the  whole, 
this  project  as  utterly  impracticable,  as  well  as  unconsti- 
tutional, I  am  opposed  to  any  interference  of  any  kind 
calculated  to  irritate.     We  are  told  that  slavery  among 
us  is  a  sore  evil.    Sir,  if  a  man  be  afflicted  with  a  cancer 
on  a  vital  part,  what  would  he  think  of  a  surgeon  who 
would  propose  to  cut  it  out?  What  would  you  think  of  a 
surgeon  who  would  insist  upon  amputation,  when  you 
knew  the  consequences  would  be  death.'    What  would 
you  think  of  the  charity  or  kindness  of  him  who  would 
persevere  in  chafing  and  irritating  an  incurable  wound? 
To  let  us  alone  to  our  destiny  is  the  kindest  favor  that 
can  be  bestowed  upon  us. 


1  will  now  proceed  to  answer  some  of  the  charges  that 
have  been  made  against  the  South,  as  a  pretext  for  inter- 
ference with  our  matters.  8ir,  they  draw  their  conclu- 
sions from  premises  not  one  of  which  is  true  in  point  of 
feet.  ^ 

It  is  not  true  that  the  Africans  in  their  native  country 
are  made  worse.  They  were,  very  many  of  them,  can- 
nibals,  when  the  slave  trade  commenced.  Instoul  of 
catching,  killing,  and  eating,  their  enemies,  they  now 
catch  and  sell;  careful  not  to  kill. 

It  is  not  true  that  the  slaves  are  worse  oflThere  than  in 
their  country.  Lander's  Travels  show  that  four  fiAha 
of  them  are  slaves.  As  Mr.  Randolph  said,  «It  is  the 
happiest  occurrence  that  ever  could  liave  befallen  them. 
They  are  taken  from  a  country  where  they  are  little  better 
than  baboons,  and  transplanted  into  one  where  they  are 
made  intelligent  bein|^  and  Christians.  As  to  the 
whites,"  said  he,  ««it  is  another  matter."  They  are 
freer,  happieiv  and  more  intelligent,  and  more  pioua^ 
than  they  were  in  their  own  country. 

It  is  not  true  that  the  whites  are  worse  than  the  white 
men  in  other  countries.  Any  judgment  formed  hert 
would  be  charged  with  partiality.  Go  to  any  country 
abroad,  and  see  if  a  southern  man  stands  questioned 
by  his  locality.  Who  stands  higher  than  a  southern  gen- 
tleman, for  honor,  truth,  justice,  piety,  or  virtue,  in  any 
sense?  Has  he  the  name  of  a  hard-hearted,  hard-hand- 
ed tyrant?  Sir,  his  character  is  known  in  the  world. 
And  does  it  suffer  by  comparison  with  thcat  of  gentle- 
men of  any  non  slaveholding  State?  Who,  for  pure, 
feminine  modesty,  and  unsuspected  chastity,  as  well  as 
tvery  other  quality  that  can  recommend  her  to  the  love 
and  admiration  of  stranger  or  acquaintance,  stands  bet- 
ter in  the  eyte  of  the  world  than  the  southern  female? 
Is  it  supposed  that  she  will  suffer  by  comparison  with 
femalesl  n  any  non-slaveholding  State? 

It  is  not  true  that  the  southern  people  are  less  safe» 
in  any  sense,  unless  from  the  meddling  of  othera^ 
Where  is  the  country  that  has  had  less  violence  in  its 
bosom,  within  two  hundred  years,  than  the  South?  The 
affair  at  Southampton  is  the  only  one  of  any  size.  How 
much  fanaticism  had  to  do  with  that  may  be  doubtful. 
What  has  been  the  case  with  non-slaveholding  States? 
Have  they  had  no  mobs,  no  riots,  in  tliat  time?  Have 
the  United  States  troops  never  been  obliged  to  lend 
their  aid?  There  is  no  country  where  there  is  less  per- 
sonal violence,  fewer  robberies,  especially  by  the  ne- 
groes. Personal  security  is  as  great  as  any  where  in 
the  world.  Of\en  a  lady,  with  thousanda  of  dollars  in 
her  custody,  with  no  other  white  protection  than  her 
b^utiful  daughters  or  grand-daughters,  some  miles 
from  any  other  white  person's  dwelling,  surrounded  by 
fifty  or  one  hundred  and  fifty  slaves,  her  only  protec- 
tion; all  who  know  any  thing  about  it,  know  what 
would  be  the  peril  at  which  an  attempt  would  be  ma«le 
upon  her.  There  rest  treasure  and  beauty  secure  to- 
gether. Think  you  they  would  be  more  secure,  thus 
guarded  by  hirelings,  in  a  non-slaveholding  country? 

It  is  not  true  that  the  free  negro  here  is  better  tbati 
the  slave.  Judge  him  by  the  communion  table,  the 
jail,  the  whipping-poat,  or  the  gallows;  and  they  will 
give  it  in  favor  of  the  slave.  Put  them  to  any  teat,  it 
will  turn  out  the  same. 

!t  is  not  true  tint  slaves  are  as  dishonest  as  is  said  and 
supposed  by  those  not  acquainted.  Captain  Smith,  who 
first  niade  a  permanent  settlement  in  Virginia,  says,  "'as 
in  all  countries,  where  there  are  many  people,  there 
are  some  thieves;  so  in  all  seas,  much  frequented,  thei^ 
are  some  pirates."  There  is  stealing,  then,  by  land 
and'  by  sea.  The  jails  and  gibbets  prove  this  all  over 
the  world.  But  I  will  state  a  fact  by  which  comparison 
may  be  drawn  with  other  places.  Having  practised 
I  law  in  the  couDtry^  in  the  courts  of  the  interior,,  the 
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nature  of  that  profenion  has,  for  twenty  years  and  more, 
carried  me  into  bouses,  public  and  private,  from  the 
residence  of  the  most  affluent  to  the  most  humble 
dwelling  of  the  poor.  I  carried  saddlebags  without  a 
lock,  and  never  lost  the  value  of  a  cravat  in  my  life 
from  them.  In  all  that  country  negroes  are  the  domes- 
tic servants,  and,  in  almost  all  instances,  such  things  are 
committed  to  their  care.  There  are  many  places 
where  there  are  no  slaves,  at  which,  if  your  hat,  or 
cloak,  or  trunk,  get  out  of  sight,  or  is  not  delivered  to 
some  one  who  has  given  bond  and  security  to  return  it 
to  you  again,  or  place  it  where  you  direct  him,  you  will 
never  see  it  again;  and  then,  unless  you  have  the  num- 
ber or  description  of  the  porter,  it  is  infallibly  gone. 
I  do  not  mean  to  say  slaves  do  not  steal;  they  do  steal, 
but  not  more  than  people  do  in  many  places  where  there 
are  no  slaves. 

It  is  not  true  that  they  are  worse  provided  for  than 
laborers  in  other  places.  The  increase  in  that  popula- 
tion will  prove  this,  without  any  thing  more.  In  many 
places  where  there  are  no  slaves,  the  increase  in  popu- 
lation is  nothing,  being  limited  bv  the  means  of  subsist- 
ence. I  sat,  sir,  and  my  heart  bled  for  the  sufferings  of 
the  poor  in  New  York,  as  painted  with  such  feeling  and 
eloquence,  by  a  gentleman  from  that  State,  [Mr.  Ferris,] 
at  the  last  session.  I  wondered  that,  while  so  much 
sympathy  was  felt  for  our  slaves,  there  were  no  bowels 
of  compassion  left  for  these  poor  sufferers — groups  of 
them,  in  that  extreme  cold  weather  last  winter,  hover- 
ing for  days  and  nights  over  smoking  saw-dust.  This, 
too,  because  a  protecting  duty  was  laid  on  foreign  coal, 
that  the  rich  collier  might  realize  a  few  cents  more  to 
the  bushel,  to  add  to  his  thousands,  perhaps  millions; 
and  this  appeal  was  made  to  induce  us  to  take  off  that 
duty.  1  have  never  seen  slaves  in  any  situation  com- 
parable in  sufferihg  to  this. 

It  is  not  true  that  the  whole  of  life  between  master 
«nd  slave,  is  that  of  tyranny  on  the  one  hand,  and  ha- 
tred on  the  other.  I  have  never  seen  stronger  or  more 
lasting  friendships  than  are  found  between  the  children 
raised  up  in  the  same  family.  I  have  never  seen  more 
•bitter  tears  shed  than  I  have  seen  dropped  by  the  do- 
mestic slave  over  a  deceased  master  or  mistress,  or 
other  member  of  the  family.  Often  have  I  known  the 
mistress  to  rise  at  midnight,  and  travel  through  the  most 
inclement  weather  to  the  sick  bed  of  her  servant  and 
friend — yes,  sir,  friend — and  watch  over  her,  and  sym- 
patliize  with  her  in  sll  her  affliction,  until  the  rising  sun. 
I  have  seen  this  done  of>en  by  the  slave,  though 
wearied  by  toil — willingly,  voluntarily.  I  have  seen  him 
go  to  the  sick  or  otherwise  afflicted  master  or  mistress, 
and  nurse  and  watch  all  night.  This  is  no  rare  or  un- 
common thing.  Why,  then,  should  it  be  said  of  us 
that  the  relationship  between  roaster  and  slave  destroys 
all  the  finer  feelings  of  the  heart.  Happy  is  that  man  in 
his  friendships  who  has  as  many  friends,  who  will  risk 
their  lives  for  him,  as  a  large  slaveholder  generally  has 
slaves  who  will  peril  their  lives  for  him.  I'his  is  said  to 
be  induced  by  interest  only.  It  is  not.  But  grant  it. 
Neither  interest  nor  sny  other  motive  can  induce  many 
to  do  so  to  the  suffering  poor.  It  is  not  true  that  the 
reUtionship  will  produce  the  effect  to  destroy  noble 
feeling.  Where  do  we  get  our  ideas  of  honor  and 
chivalry  but  from  the  days  of  chivalry;  and  who  were  in 
more  positive  bondage  than  was  the  page  or  the  squire 
to  his  superior? 

It  is  not  true  that  slaves  are  more  idle,  or  their  labor 
less  profitable.  The  exports  from  this  country  wilt  show 
this.  Three  articles  of  export,  the  proceeds  of  slave 
labor  exclusively,  cotton,  tobacco,  and  rice,  amounted, 
a  few  years  since,  to  sixty  millions  out  of  eighty  millions 
of  dollars,  the  whole  export;  and  that  exclusive  of  what 
is  used  in  this  country.  There  cannot  be  more  than  two 


millions  of  thirteen  (the  whole  population)  em 
m  it. 

I  have  denied  some  charges  against  the  Soutb,  wa^ 
because  they  have  been  so  ofVen  repeated  tbst,  if  not 
contradict^,  they  might  be  taken  for  admitted.  Ml 
deny  all  right  in  any  to  challenge,  question,  or  meddle 
with  us  in  our  affairs,  in  that  which  does  not  canceri 
them. 

Neither  do  I  mean  to  be  construed  as  an  sdfoote  ior 
negro  slavery,  or  any  other  kind  of  slavery,  in  the  i^ 
stract;  only  such  as  we  have  and  cannot  get  cletr  cf.  h 
to  the  negroes,  I  should  be  willing  to  get  rid  of  them  a 
any  way  that  is  consistent  with  humanity  and  the  rij^'i 
of  the  owners.  I  am  not  willing  to  violate  privite  n^, 
public  right,  or  common  sense  and  justicf,  about  it: 
neither  am  I  willing  to  see  them  sacrificed  for  my  vbis 
or  benefit.  Self-defence  mi|;ht,  and  will,  if  there  be 
much  more  interference,  instigate  them  to  sets  that  rJ 
compel  us  to  sacrifice  them. 

One  word  more  before  I  resume  my  scat.  I  Hwt 
much  confidence  in  the  good  feeling  of  thii  H«« 
towards  us  in  this  thing;  much  more  than  I  had  beton 
it  was  openly  agitated  here.  Yet,  let  me  appeal  logfl|- 
tiemen  by  every  tender  endearment  of  peaceful  lifc»M 
security,  under  the  freest  and  hsppiest  Government « 
earth,  not  to  suflTcr  this  thing  to  be  pushed  on  us  w 
legislative  action*  or  encouragement.  When  oncc« 
are  sure  that  you  deliberately  design  to  push  this  on  us 
we  are  friends,  we  are  brothers  no  longer.  L^  "^ 
flatter  themselves,  that  when  the  elements  of  cinl  wj 
and  discord  are  matured  for  action  in  this  nation,  tiK! 
will  be  secure  in  some  safe  and  peaceful  retreat,  f»r  re- 
moved from  slavery  and  its  consequences.  When  oi« 
these  elements  are  put  in  motion,  (at  whatever  end  a 
the  continent,)  their  desolating  flsme  will  rage  fromo« 
end  of  the  confederacy  to  the  other,  until  we  die  tw 
death  of  all  former  republics,  and  are  boned  in  tl»w 
family  vault,  within  the  arms  of  despotism.  This  w 
been  the  fate  of  all,  and  will,  I  fear,  be  ours. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

WXDHXSDAT,     JlVUABT    20. 

SMITHSON  LEGACY. 

Mr.  CHAPIN  moved  to  consider  the  motion,  vhfA 
he  submitted  yesterday,  for  printing  5,000  copies  of  in* 
report,  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Adams,  from  asewi 
committee,  together  with  the  President's  mewstg^i  ^' 
respondence,  ai^d  will,  refaiting  to  the  bequest  of  J»«* 
Smithaon,  late  of  London,  deceased. 

Objection  being  made,  . 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  said  the  report  wasjfl 
reference  to  a  subject  of  considerable  intercs?,  not  onj 
to  the  House,  but  to  the  country  generally.  A'* ,.  ,' 
port  was  in  the  hands  of  the  printer,  it  was  ?^^^ 
if  an  extra  number  of  copies  was  ordered,  it  ^^^r. 
done  at  this  time.  He  moved  to  suspend  the  rule,  '«^ 
the  purpose  of  entertaining  the  motion  to  print;  wBi 
was  a(;reed  to:  Ayes  107,  noes  46.  ^ 

Mr.  HOWARD  desired  to  know  from  some  mcmjJJ 
of  the  committee  the  purport  of  the  report,  and  » 
disposition  was  proposed  to  be  made  of  the  bequest, 
was  entirely  ignorant  on  the  subject.  . 

Mr.  CHAPIN,  of  New  York,  said  he  »«»".» 
member  of  the  committee  to  which  the  subject  oii 
Smithson  bequest  had  been  referred,  answer  the  inqo"^ 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  n 
i»D.]    It  was  not  proposed,  either  by  the  report  or 
which  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  select  cotnjsn'JJ 
[Mr.  Adams]   had  submitted,  to  indicate  the  pw 
organization    of  the  institution  to   be  founded. 
present,  it  would  be  entirely  premature  to  ^o  t^^ 
cause  the  first  step  was  to  obtain  tlie  fundSf  leavtpg 
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application  of  them  to  future  legislation.  The  bill  pro- 
vides that  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall 
appoint  an  sfi^nt  to  prosecute  the  claim  in  the  court  of 
chancery  in  England,  where  the  funds  are  locked  up,  in 
behalf  of  the  United  States,  and,  on  the  receipt  of  them, 
to  give  the  proper  discharge  or  acquittance  for  the 
same. 

Sir,  the  bequest  of  James  Smithson,  amounting  to 
nearly  half  a  million  of  dollars,  is  among  the  most  liberal 
benefactions  upon  record.  Coming,  too,  as  it  does, 
from  a  citizen  of  Great  Britain,  who  is  not  known  to 
have  visited  the  United  States,  or  to  have  had  any  friends 
residing  here,  it  may  be  regarded  as  a  distinguished 
tribute  of  respect  paid  by  a  foreigner  and  stranger  to 
the  free  institutions  of  our  country.  It  is  due  to  the 
memory  and  character  of  the  donor,  that  suitable  pub- 
licity should  be  given  to  this  noble  and  generous  act  of 
public  munificence;  it  is  due,  also,  as  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  grateful  sense  of  Congress,  in  behalf  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  for  whose  benefit  the 
bequest  was  made;  and  it  is  in  an  especial  manner  ne- 
cessary, in  order  to  call  the  attention  of  men  distin* 
guished  for  learning  and  talents  in  all  parts  of  the  Union 
to  the  subject,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  an  expres- 
sion of  their  views  and  opinions  in  regard  to  the  plan 
and  organization  of  the  institution  proposed  to  be  estab- 
lished. This  splendid  benefaction  confers  immortality 
upon  the  individual  by  whom  it  was  bestowed,  and  does 
bonor  to  the  age  in  which  we  live. 

Mr.  C.  concluded  by  expressing  the  hope  that  the 
motion  to  print  would  bie  adopted  by  the  House  without 
a  dissenting  voice. 

Mr.  PARKER  said  the  House  had  not  entirely  got  out 
of  a  debate  which  had  arisen  upon  a  bill  which  was  in- 
tended to  provide  for  their  own  pay,  in  reference  to  the 
alleged  excessive  expenditures  of  the  contingent  fund  of 
the  House,  for  the  item  of  printing.  A  great  deal  of 
complaint  was  made  on  the  occasion  alluded  to,  because 
of  the  number  of  the  President's  messages  ordered  to  be 
printed  by  the  House.  He  was  so  case-hardened,  that 
he  would,  upon  a  like  occasion,  do  the  same  thing  ag^in. 
lie  was,  however,  not  prepared  to  vote  for  the  proposi- 
tion before  the  House.  The  report  was  doubtless  an 
able  one,  but  he  could  see  no  reason  why  five  times  the 
number  which  were  necessary  for  the  information  of  the 
House  should  be  printed.  It  would  be  recollected  that 
a  report  had  been  made  in  the  Senate  on  this  subject, 
which  had  been  published  in  all  the  newspapers  he  had 
seen.  They  would  not  be  called  upon  to  make  any  dis- 
position of  these  funds,  because  they  had  not  yet  re- 
ceived them;  and  if  they  ever  did,  it  would  perhaps  be 
fifteen  or  twenty  years  first.  Upon  the  whole,  he  did 
not  consider  it  at  all  important  that  an  extra  number  of 
this  report  should  be  published. 

The  motion  to  print  5,000  extra  copies  of  the  report 
was  then  agreed  to. 

SLAVERY  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
heretofore  submitted  by  Mr.  Jibvts,  of  Maine,  and  modi- 
fied by  the  adoption  of  an  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 
Glascock. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wisr  to  in- 
sert a  substitute  for  the  resolution — 

Mr.  WISE  (by  consent  of  Mr.  Bouldiit,  who  had  the 
floor)  modified  his  motion  so  as  to  move  an  additional  res- 
olution to  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maine. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  remarked  that  he  had  no  objection 
to  this  motion. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  asked  whether  this  subject 
would  occupy  the  day,  or  be  limited  to  the  hour  assigned 
for  resolutions. 


Mr.  BOULDINdid  not  yield  the  floor  for  the  purpose 
of  this  Inquiry,  and  said  he  might  as  well  finish  what  he 
had  to  say  on  this  subject  at  the  present  time.  He  re- 
sumed, and  concluded  the  remarks  which  he  commenced 
yesterday.  [Mr.  B's  speech  is  given  entire  in  yesterday's 
debate.] 

Mr.  PICKENS  took  the  floor. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  PICKENS  suggested  that  the  motion  was  not  in 
order,  as  this  subject  had  been  made  the  order  of  the 
day. 

The  CHAIR  stated  that  the  motion  would  not  be  in 
order  till  one  o'clock,  and  he  would  not  decide  the  ques- 
tion of  order  in  advance. 

Mr.  PICKENS  commenced  a  speech  on  the  subject  of 
the  resolutions,  and  continued  till  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  then  moved  that  the  House  pro- 
ceed to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Afttr  some  conversation  between  Mr.  PICKENS  and 
the  CHAIR,  the  CHAIR  decided  that  the  motion  was  in 
order. 

Mr.  HAMMOND  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this 
motion;  and  they  were  ordered. 

The  question  being  taken,  there  appeared  yeas  105, 
nays  105,  as  follows: 

Yxjis— Messrs.  John  Q.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Ash, 
Banks,  Barton,  Bean,  Bockee,  Bond,  Boon,  Borden, 
Boyd,  Briggs,  Brown,  Cambreleng,  Casey,  George 
Chambers,  Cnaney,  Chapin,  Childs,  Clark,  Coles,  Cramer, 
Cushman,  Davis,  Denny,  Dickerson,  Efner,  Fairfield, 
Farlin,  Fowler,  Fry,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  William  K.  Fuller, 
Galbraith,  Gillet,  Granger,  Grantland,  Graves,  Grayson, 
Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Ilanneg^n,  Hard,  Samuel  S.  Harri- 
son, Hawes,  Hazeltine,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Howell,  Ilub- 
ley,  Huntington,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Janes,  Cave  Johnson, 
Benjamin  Jones,  Judson,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Kinnard, 
Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawrence,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua 
Lee,  Logan,  I^yall,  Abijah  Mann,  Job  Mann,  William 
Mason,  Moses  Mason,  McKeon,  McKim,  Miller,  Milligan, 
Moore,  Page,  Parker,  Parks,  Patterson,  Dutee  J.  Pearce, 
Phelps,  PniHipf,  Potts,  Reed,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph 
Reynolds,  Russell,  Schenck,  Seymour,  Shinn,  Smithy 
Spangler,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  John  Thomson,  Toucey, 
Vanderpoel,  Vinton,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Web- 
ster, Whittlesey— 105. 

Nats — Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Anthony,  Ashley,  Bcale, 
Bell,  Bouldin,  Bunch,  Rynum,  John  Calhoon,  William 
B.  Calhoun,  Campbell,John  Chambers,  Chapman,  N.  H. 
Claiborne,  John  F.  H.  Cluiborne,  Cleveland,  Cofiee, 
Connor,  Craig,  Crane,  Gushing,  Darlington,  Deberry, 
Dickson,  Dromgoole,  Evans,  Everett,  Forester,  French, 
James  Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Glascock,  Grennell, 
Griflin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hamer,  Hammond,  Hardin,  Harlan, 
Harper,  Albert  G.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Hiester, 
Hoar,  Holsey,  Hunt,  Huntsman,  William  Jackson,  .labez 
Jackson,  Jarvis,  Henry  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Law- 
ler.  Lay,  Luke  Lea,  Lincoln,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Manning, 
Martin,  John  Y.  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  May, 
McCarly,  McComas,  McKay,  McKennan,  McLene,  Mer- 
cer, Montgomery,  Morgan,  Morris,  Mulilenberg,  Owens, 
Patton,  Franklin  Pierce,  James  A..  Pearce,  Pettigrew, 
Peyton,  Pickens,  Pinckney,  Rcncher,  Roane,  Robertson, 
Rogers,  William  B.  Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd, 
Slade,  Sloane,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Taliaferro, 
Thomas,  Waddy  Thompson,  Towns,  Turner,  Underwood, 
Weeks,  White,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams, 
Wise— 105. 
^    The  CHAIR  voted  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  House  determined  to  proceed  to  the  orders  of 
the  day. 

The  engrossed  bill,  to  extend  the  charters  of  certain 
banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia  to  the  Ist  day  of  Octo- 
ber, 1836,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
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PARTIAL  APPROPRIATION  BilX. 

The  bill  nwkinfi^  appropriationi,  in  part,  for  the  sup- 
port of  Government  for  the  year  1936,  vat  taken  up. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  to  poitDonethts  bill;  and 
aaid  that,  in  moving  the  orders  of  the  dar,  it  was  his  ob- 
ject to  call  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  suflTerers  by 
the  fire  in  New  York.  It  was  necessary  to  act  on  (his 
bill,  in  order  to  remove  the  embargo  now  laid  on  the 
commerce  of  the  city  of  New  York,  in  consequence  of 
its  delay. 

Mr.  WISE  remarked  that  he  should  oppose  the  motion 
to  take  up  that  bill. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  ADAMS  asked  when  the  general  appropria* 
tion  bill  would  be  reported. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  it  would  be  reported  on 
Tuesday  morning  next.  It  had  been  delayed  by  the  ill- 
ness of  one  of  the  principal  clerks  of  one  of  the  Depart- 
ments. 

The  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  was  agreed  to. 

After  some  conversation,  in  which  Mr.  HARDIN,  Mr. 
CAMBRELENG,  and  Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  took  part. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  all  other  bills  lyinr 
on  the  table  were  postponed,  in  order  to  take  up  the  bill 
for  the 

RELIEF  OF  SUFFERERS  BY  FIRE  IN  NEW  YORK. 

The  House  having  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
sufferers  by  the  late  fire  in  the  city  of  New  York — 

Mr.  EVERETT  spoke  briefly  on  the  subject  of  the 
bill,  and  indicated  several  amendments  which  he  should 
offer  if  in  order.  One  of  these  amendments  provides 
that  the  collectors  shall  take  new  bonds  in  every  case  i 
and  another  that  the  debtors  shall  pay  interest  on  the 
bonds  for  the  time  for  which  the  payment  was  deferred. 

Mr.  DENNY  said  his  chief  objection  to  the  bill  arose 
from  its  conflicting  with  that  clause  of  the  constitution 
which  provided  that'  there  alioiild  be  no  preference  given 
to  one  port  over  another.  The  second  section  of  the 
bill  did  go  to  alter,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  present  rev- 
enue regulations.  The  first  section  of  the  bill  provided 
for  the  relief  of  individuals  who  had  suflTered  by  the  fire; 
but  the  second  section  was  too  general;  for  it  extended 
to  all  the  importations  in  the  port  of  New  York  prior  to 
the  lite  fire,  and  to  that  extent  gave  preference  to  New 
York  over  every  port  in  the  country.  It  was  partial  le- 
gislation, in  direct  violation  of  that  clause  of  the  consti- 
tution. It  also  conflicted,  he  thought,  with  the  act  of 
1832,  commonly  called  the  compromise  bill.  These 
were  his  objections  to  the  bill.  He  would  have  been 
glad  if  the  bill  had  been  more  specific,  had  classified  the 
sufferers,  and  discriminated  between  those  who  were 
the  citizens  and  the  foreign  agents. 

Mr.  PBARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  said  the  bill  was  al- 
ready  so  encumbered  with  the  amendments,  that  he 
ahould  not  offer  then  what  he  intended  to  at  a  future  pe- 
riod of  its  consideration.  The  bill  was  too  partial  in  its 
operations,  and  \ef{  altogether  unprovided  for  those 
who  had  most  claim  upon  the  community  and  upon  Con- 
gress. There  was  but  one  portion  of  that  community 
who  ought  to  be  relieved.  It  was  those  who  had  im- 
ported goods,  had  them  in  packages,  and  lost  them  by 
the  fire.  Mr.  P.  said,  at  the  proper  time,  he  should 
move  a  third  section  to  the  bill,  providing  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  and  directed  to 
pay,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated, to  all  other  persons  who  have  suffered  loss 
of  property  by  the  late  conflagration  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  not  provided  for  in  either  of  the  sections  of  the 
bill,  fifteen  per  cent,  on  such  loss. 

Mr.  P.  urged  another  objection  to  the  bill;  which  was 
tliat  of  giving  up  the  power  of  Congress  over  this  mat- 
ter to  the  collector  of  New  York.    No  man  esteemed 


that  gentleman  more  highly  than  he  did,  but  he  nmr 
would  content  to  give  up  such  control  to  anj  mn,  a 
was  proposed  in  this  bill.  Another  feature  of  tlK  bl 
was  objectionable.  It  provided  that  no  sufferer  codl 
receive  any  benefit  from  it,  whoae  loss  did  not  imoQRtk 
the  sum  of  01,006.  He  also  referred  to  variottianli- 
gous  acts  of  relief,  and  argued  at  length  against  tltepn- 
viaions  of  the  present  bill. 

Let  those,  he  said,  who  have  suffered,  bring  their 
claims  individually  before  Conmts,  and  let  them  be  ii- 
vestigated;  butthia  biU  was  m  violation  of  sll  rsistgf 
precedents,  and  conflicted  with  the  principle  on  which 
alone  relief  should  be  afforded .  It  provided  for  the  mot 
wealthy,  and  omitted  the  most  needy.  The  bill  vasMt 
what  it  purported  to  be.  It  was  not  "a  bill  for  tbeR> 
lief  of  the  sufferers  of  New  York,"  but  a  bill  extewTKf 
accommodation  to  the  mercantile  interest  of  New  York. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  rose  and  stated  that  he  desired  toui- 
dress  the  House  on  the  bill;  but  that,  u  the  hour  ta 
late,  he  would  move  that  the  committee  now  rise. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  committee  roffi 
reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  s^in. 

On  motion,  the  House  then  adjourned. 

Thohsdat,  Jakuart  31. 
SLAVERY  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  first  business  in  ordtf 
to  be  the  question  of  order  upon  the  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair  in  reference  to  a  petition  pn)io{ 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Diitrict  of  Columbii, 
presented  heretofore  by  Mr.  Adams,  upon  which  )b. 
Glascock  bad  raiaed  the  question  of  reception. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  said  the  House  had  fras 
time  to  time  manifested  a  disposition  to  postpooe  tikis 
subject.  He  could  see  no  propriety  in  disposing  of  it 
now,  inasmuch  as  a  queation  of  more  importance  ta 
before  the  House  and  undecided,  which  was  connects! 
with  the  same  subject.  Congress  had  been  seven  veeb 
in  session,  and  but  two  bills  had  passed  the  House: ok 
of  which  was  in  relation  to  the  accounts  of  the  Aoerr 
can  consul  at  London,  and  the  other  in  regard  to  the 
hostilities  of  the  Indians  in  Plorida.  There  ex>ii» 
manifest  necessity  for  action  upon  \'arioiis  measum  o' 
importance,  and  he  therefore  moved  to  postpone  the 
furtiier  consideration  of  the  aubject  before  the  House 
until  Saturday  week. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  was  desirous  of  having  the  qufs 
tion  Uken  on  the  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chaifi 
because,  so  long  as  that  decision  stood,  there  visoo 
possibility  of  the  people  having  a  chance  of  presenlioj 
their  petitions  to  the  House.  On  the  last  petition  day  ^ 
was  with  difficulty  that  a  discussion,  which  would  liiv« 
occupied  the  House  the  whole  day,  was  svoided,  v^ 
the  people  precluded  from  having  their  petitions  re- 
ceived. If  the  question  was  decided  that  a  motion  im* 
to  receive  a  petition  was  not  aubject  to  the  45tb  n>i^  ^ 
would  pledge  himself  to  offer  an  amendment  to  ^ 
rules,  because  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  any  one 
member  to  get  up  and  move  that  a  petition  be  nut  re- 
ceived, and  then,  according  to  the  decision  of  tw 
Speaker,  the  whole  day  might  he  consumed  is  discu» 
ing  that  petition.  He  hoped  the  House  would  decjjc 
the  question  at  once.  If  the  House  decide  that  ilie«' 
cision  of  the  Speaker  was  wrong,  it  would  be  cqainiCT^ 
to  an  amendment  of  the  rules.  Gentlemen  were  n  * 
Uken  if  they  thought  that  by  putting  this  question  « 
from  week  to  week  they  would  get  rid  of  »t.  JJ 
believed  if  the  Speaker  would  reconsider  his  Uj^r 
sion  he  would  reverse  it;  but  if  he  would  not,  he  (>«• 
A.)  would  ask  the  House  to  decide  whether  the p^ 
pic  should  have  the  right  to  have  their  petitions  recent 
or  not. 
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The  motion  to  postpone  wm  then  tf  reed  to:  Ayes  94^ 
noes  39, 

After  tranncting  some  other  business, 
Xhe  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  Jabtis,  of 
Maine: 

Utaohedt  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  sub- 
ject of  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia otight  not  to  be  entertained  by  Congress.  And  be 
it  further  resolved,  that  in  case  any  petition  praying 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  be 
hereafter  presented,  it  is  the  deliberate  opinion  of  the 
House  that  the  same  ought  to  be  laid  upon  the  table, 
without  being  referred  or  printed. 

To  which  Mr.  Wisa  submitted  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

**  Jieaolved,**  and  insert,  That  there  is  no  power  of 
legpslation  granted  by  the  constitution  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  that  any  attempt  by  Congress  to  legislate 
upon  the  subject  of  slavery  will  be  not  only  unauthori- 
zed, but  dangerous  to  the  union  of  the  States. 

Mr.  Jabvis  subsequently  modified  the  original  reso- 
lution as  follows: 

Whereas  any  attempt  in  this  House  to  agitate  the 
<|uestion  of  slavery  is  calculated  to  disturb  the  compro- 
mises of  the  constitution,  to  endanger  the  Uniomt  and,  if 
persisted  in,  to  destroy  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the 
country:    Therefore, 

Beeohed,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  sub- 
ject of  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia ought  not  to  be  entertained  by  Congress.  And  it  is 
further  resolved,  that'  in  case  any  petition  praying  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  be 
hereafter  presented,  it  is  the  deliberate  opinion  of  the 
House  that  the  same  ought  to  be  laid  upon  the  table, 
without  being  referred  or  printed. 

The  question  before  the  House  being  Mr.  Wist's 
amendment,  wliich  he  subsequently  moved  as  an  addi- 
tional resolution  to  Mr.  Jabvis's^ 

Mr.  PICKENS  rose  and  observed  that  he  regretted 
exceedingly  the  necessity  that  induced  him  to  say  any 
thing  on  the  interesting  and  deeply  exciting  topics  be- 
fore the  House.     Sir,  when  1  had  occasion,  some  weeks 
since,  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  this  subject,  1,  as  well 
as  the  party  I  have  the  honor  to  be  associated  with,  were 
then  denounced  as  attempting  to  raise  a  discussion  and 
excitement  for  party  purposes.     It  was  said  that,  like 
the  Hartford  convention  men  and  abolitionists,  we  were 
put  down  and  sunk  in   the  country,  and  that  we  de- 
sired some  sectional  excitement  to  raise  us  from  our 
weak  position,  &c.     I  would  disdain  to  notice  this  if 
the  charge  had  originated  from,  and  been  confined  to, 
R  miserable  whipster  editor,  who  has  been  hired  to  hunt 
down  ail  that  is  virtuous  and  intellectual  in  the  country, 
who  hu  fed  upon  calumny  and  fattens  upon  slander,  and 
upon  whose  countenance  envy  and  malignity  hold  their 
cadaverous  union;  I  would  loathe  to  touch  this  pitiful 
thing,  that  lives  by  licking  the  spittle  of  men,  if  it  were 
not  that  it  is  understood   to  represent  the  executive 
branch  of  this  Government,  and  is  the  organ    of  the 
dominant  party  that  now  rules  the  destines  of  this  repub- 
lic.   This  being  the  fact,  I  call  upon  every  honest  and 
virtuous  man  to  brand  it  with  the  indignation  that  its 
falsehood  and  infamy  deserve.  Let  no  man  suppose  that, 
because  I  belong  to  a  comparatively  small  party,  perse- 
cuted and  misrepresented,  my  voice  is  ever  to  be  silen- 
ced upon  this  floor,  when  the  honor  or  the  interests  of 
tliose  1  stand  here  to  represent  may  be  involved,  directly 
or  indirectly.     No  earthly  consideration  shall  deter  me 
from  uttering  the  sentiments  of  my  heart  on  this  sub- 
ject.    Let  no  man   make   it  a   question  for  partisan 
warfare  or  for  party  triumph.     It  rises  above  all  psr- 
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ties,  and  is  identified  with  the  dearest  and  paramount 
interests  of  every  southern  State  in  this  confederacy. 

Mr.  Speaker,  1  have  seen  enough  to  convince  me 
that  there  is  an  unsound  state  of  feeling  here  and  else- 
where, totally  at  war  with  our  rights  and  our  institutions. 
I  have  not  read  passing  events  for  the  last  year,  to  be 
now  deceived  at  what  I  see.  I  agree  with  gentlemen, 
when  they  say  the  abolition  societies  and  their  open 
partisans  are  at  present,  compared  with  other  great  par- 
ties, small,  so  far  as  numbers  are  concerned.  But,  to 
ascertain  their  real  strength,  we  must  examine  the  pe- 
culiar division  of  parties  that  exists  in  the  non-slaveholding 
States.  Take,  for  instance.  New  York,  and  we  find  there 
the  anti-masonic  party,  the  whig  party,  and  the  party  I 
believe  called  the  ••  regency  party."  From  the  division 
of  these  parties,  the  abolitionists  become  important  and 
powerful,  as  holding  the  balance  of  power;  hence  it  is 
that  all  other  parties,  desiring  their  strength,  acquiesce, 
to  a  certain  extent,  in  their  measures  and  movements. 
There  is  a  high  game  playing  for  political  power,  and 
those  who  would  seem  to  be  weak  from  numbers  become 
strong  from  position.  Their  strength  consists  in  fanati- 
cism— in  painting  scenes  of  imaginary  evil — in  appeal- 
ing to  the  passions  of  the  heart,  and,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adaks]  says,  to  their  religion. 
And  when  was  fanaticism  arrested.^  Look  at  its  history 
all  over  the  world.  In  its  first  commencement,  it  is  seen 
like  a  speck  in  the  distant  horizon;  but  mark  it  as  it 
rises — it  spreads  and  widens,  and  grows  blacker  and 
blacker,  until  it  sweeps  with  the  fury  of  the  rushing  tor- 
nado, desolating  the  earth;  and  the  good  and  the  wise 
stand  as  if  stricken  with  dumbness,  while  the  bold  and 
the  strong  quake  and  tremble  like  unweaned  infants  un- 
der the  trumpet's  blast. 

In  its  first  struggles  it  is  despised  for  its  weakness, 
but  at  length,  "ereacii  eundo,"  until  it  walks  erect  in  its 
giant  strength  and  power,  and,  with  the  muscular  ac- 
tion of  a  madman,  tramples  into  the  dust  and  earth  those 
who  at  first  felt  pity  for  its  delusion,  and  contempt  for 
its  impotence.  The  only  way  to  contend  with  it  is  to 
meet  it  and  strangle  it  in  its  infancy. 

What  has  been  the  history  of  the  last  summer?  We 
have  seen  the  whole  country  excited  and  agitated  to  the 
highest  degree.  There  has  not  been  a  State,  nor  coun- 
ty, nor  town,  from  one  end  of  this  Union  to  the  other, 
that  has  not  been  tremblingly  alive  to  the  "general  wel- 
fare." Societies  upon  societies  have  been  formed, 
thousands  upon  thousands  have  been  raised,  for  the  avow- 
ed object  of  producing  a  change,  a  deep  and  vital 
ciiange,  in  the  domestic  institutions  of  the  southern 
States.  There  is  scarcely  a  common  newspaper,  a  mag- 
axine,  or  review,  that  comes  from  the  North,  but  what 
brings  something  of  prejudice  and  denunciation  against 
us.  There  is  nut  a  school  book,  not  a  common  geogra- 
phy, which  does  not  contain  something,  by  innuendo  or 
msinuation,  calculated  to  train  up  our  children  to  be- 
lieve that  the  inheritance  of  their  fathers  is  full  of  evil 
and  iniquity.  The  prejudices,  opinions,  and  moral  pow- 
er of  the  whole  non-slaveholding  States  are  directly  and 
openly  against  us  on  the  subject  of  domestic  servitude. 
And  well  may  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Adams]  declare  that  every  member's  speech  on  this  sub- 
ject, from  north  of  Msson  and  Dixon's  line,  would  be  an 
incendiary  pamphlet,  and  if  they  pursued  a  certain 
course  here,  they  would  be  swept  from  their  seats. 

Sir,  under  these  circumstances,  is  it  astonishing  that 
we  should  be  excited  here?  But  it  is  not  in  our  own 
country  only  that  we  have  to  encounter  prejudice. 
England  has  emancipated  her  West  India  islands. 
France  is  also  moving  in  the  same  direction —her  press, 
too,  is  calling  up  the  prejudices  of  the  nation  against 
this  institution.  And  in  England  there  is  no  Review, 
from  the  polished  and  talented  Edinburgh,  down  to  the 
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Jeremy  Benthsm  levelling  IVestminitter,  that  does  not 
open  its  battery  and  denunciations  upon  us.  Even,  too, 
that  prince  of  modern  demagogues,  Mr.  0*Connell,  in 
the  plenitude  of  his  arrogance  and  vanity,  must  think 
fit  to  strike  the  vilest  and  basest  notes,  to  call  up  the  pas- 
sions and  prejudices  of  the  ignoble  and  low  against  in- 
stitutions the  true  nature  of  which  his  ignorance  forbade 
him  to  understand,  and  against  a  gallant  people,  whose 
virtues  his  natural  vulgarity  could  never  appreciate. 
He  talk  about  eaual  rights  and  public  truth,  when  he 
lives  upon  a  splendid  income  raised  by  "grinding  the 
f»ce  of  the  poor/'  by  drawing  the  last  farthing  from  a 
starving  and  devoted  people!  And  here  I  regret,  deep- 
ly regret,  that  a  gentleman  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic, 
distinguished  for  his  learning  and  elegant  diction,  has 
recently  thought  proper  to  echo  back  these  notes,  and 
play  a  second  part  to  this  Irish  demagogue,  by  publishing 
Sentiments  ana  a  tissue  of  visionary  declamation,  calcula- 
ted to  have  no  other  effect  than  to  excite  feelings,  sym- 
pathies, and  prejudices,  at  war  with  the  harmony  of  the 
Union  and  the  forbearing  principles  of  the  constitution, 
which  he,  as  well  as  every  other  good  citizen,  has  tacitly 
sworn  to  support.  I  allude  to  Dr.  Channing,  and  I  al- 
lude to  him  with  pain  and  rr f  ret.  Instead  of  standing 
on  his  palmy  eminence,  with  the  benevolence  and  char- 
ity of  an  enlightened  Christian,  to  pour  out  *'oil  upon 
the  troubl  cd  waters,"  we  find  him  inculcating  senti- 
ments and  spreading  doctrines  calculated  to  alienate  the 
affection  and  sympathies  of  the  people  of  this  Union 
from  different  sections. 

Mr.  Speaker,  we  cannot  mistske  all  these  things.  The 
truth  is,  the  itioral  power  of  the  world  is  against  us.  It 
is  idle  to  disguise  it.  We  must,  sooner  or  later,  meet 
the  great  issue  that  is  to  be  made  upon  this  subject. 
Deeply  connected  with  this,  is  the  movement  to  be  made 
in  the  District  of  Columbia.  If  the  power  be  asserted  in 
Congress  to  interfere  here,  or  any  approach  be  made 
towards  that  end,. it  will  give  a  shock  to  our  institutions 
and  the  country,  the  consequences  of  which  no  man  can 
foretell.  Sir,  as  well  might  you  grapple  your  iron  grasp 
into  the  very  heart  and  vitals  of  South  Carolina,  as  to 
touch  this  subject  here.  Georgia  has  perceived  this,  and 
felt  its  full  force.  She,  under  these  views,  has  recently 
passed  a  resolution  declaring  it  unconstitutional  for  Con- 
gress to  touch  this  matter  here,  and  met  the  whole  sub- 
ject as  became  her  and  her.  interests.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, I  was  astonished  to  hear  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  [Mr.  Holsst]  intimate  that  he  was  willing,  fur 
the  present,  to  give  this  resolution  the  go-by.  [Here 
Mr.  HoLSBT  explained  that  he  was  willing  to  meet  the 
question  when  it  came  up  at  the  proper  time,  in  a  distinct 
and  independent  resolution,  &c.]  Mr.  P.  then  proceeded, 
and  said  that  he  would  not  press  these  circumstances  at 
present. 

Virginia  has  but  the  other  day  passed  a  resolution  to 
the  same  purport.  She,  alive  to  the  deep  stake  she  has 
in  the  question,  has  approached  near  to  unanimity  on  it. 
The  resolution,  denying  to  Congress  any  constitutional 
power  over  the  subject  in  this  District,  was  passed  by  a 
vote  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen  to  nine,  in  her  House  of 
Delegates.  7%ere,  there  is  one  subject  at  least  upon 
which  all  parties  can  unite.  I  was  deeply  gratified  to  see 
that  noble  State  speaking  as  became  her  ancient  charac- 
ter. That  proud  State,  justly  proud,  from  having  en- 
rolled on  the  scroll  of  fame  her  hundred  patriots,  has  felt 
her  vi'sl  interests  and  honor  concerned,  and  moved  with 
a  unanimity  and  spirit  that  became  the  land  of  Richard 
Henry  Lee,  George  Mason,  and  Patrick  Henry.  I  trust 
no  son  of  hers  here  will  fall  below  the  position  she  has 
chosen  to  occupy.  Before  she  can  waver  or  falter  on 
this  lubject,  directly  or  indirectly,  you  must  first  break 
up  the  foundations  of  all  her  institutions;  you  must  make 
A  new  race  of  people  in  her  bosom,  who  must  forget  the 


glory  of  the  pail,  whose  hearts  must  beat  with  impabei 
and  emotions  of  a  new  and  degenerate  nature,  vhoe 
mothers  nnist  quicken  with  a  new  and  unnatural  offipriif- 

Sir,  I  deprecate  all  party  tiea  and  party  feelingi  intba 
matter.  It  is  too  solemn  a  subject  for  this.  If  there  be 
any  man  here  who  has  any  misgivings  or  trembfin|fi9to 
the  future  on  this  subject,  let  roe  say  to  him,  thii'sM 
place  for  him.  If  there  be  any  representative  here,  fraa 
any  part  or  portion  of  the  slaveholding  race,  viM« 
heart  is  ao  bowed  down  in  subserviency  and  servility  lo 
party  discipline  and  party  or^nisation  as  to  be  dnn 
off*  on  tills  question  lor  the  vile  purpose  of  psrtian  is- 
cendency  and  political  triumph  in  the  miserable  conflku 
of  the  day,  let  me  say  to  him,  tbia  is  no  place  for  bia, 
unless  he  is  prepared  to  cover  himself  with  proslitutiw. 
If  there  be  any  gentleman  here,  from  the  lame  rtgwo, 
whose  aspirations  are  to  please  the  dominant  interemof 
this  confederacy  by  sycophancy  and  flattery,  forthepsr- 
pose  of  clothing  hinnself  in  the  livery  and  trapping  oi 
olBce,  this  is  no  place  for  him,  unless  he  is  prepared  to 
abandon  the  inheritance  of  his  fathers,  and  corer  in 
children  with  degradation  and  ruin. 

It  is  of  no  avail  to  close  our  eyes  to  pssning  eveA'.< 
around  us,  in  this  country  and  in  Europe.  Every  thiif 
proclaims  that,  sooner  or  later,  we  aball  have  to  meet  t)v 
strong  and  the  powerful,  and  contend  over  the  lonbsof 
our  fathera  for  our  consecrated  hearth-atones  •nd  liose- 
hold  guds,  or  abandon  our  country  to  become  a  bitfk 
colony,  and  seek  for  ourselves  a  refuge  in  the  vildcnM 
of  the  West.     It  is  in  vain  to  avoid  the  conteit. 

Mr.  Speaker,  as  to  the  constitutional  power  of  ihii 
Government  to  touch  the  subject  in  any  shape  or  forn, 
within  the  States  of  this  Union,  I  disdain  to  argue  thti 
point.  If  the  dominant  interests  of  this  nation  sboaU 
ever  become  so  bold  and  reckless  as  to  touch  tlie  matt^^ 
or  exercise  such  a  power,  directly  or  indirectly,  ibeM 
we  hold  our  seats  on  this  floor,  we  shall  become  ttie 
slaves  of  slaves,  and  deserve  our  infamous  dcstinf.  1/ 
ever  we  should  be  forced  to  hold  up  the  noble  but  nuiti- 
lated  parchment  of  the  conatitution  as  a  shield  betseei 
us  and  the  Goths  and  the  Vandals  who  may  have  coflK|B 
to  desecrate  and  desolate  all  that  ia  venerable  and  fairia 
the  institutions  of  our  country,  then  indeed  shall  ve  m 
lived  to  see  the  day  when  conflagration  shall  sverp 
through  the  land  and  scaih  its  living  monumenta— vhea 
the  scattered  fragments  of  a  broken  and  diaoemberrd 
empire  shall  exist  here  and  there,  only  to  mark  wbeR 
the  republic  once  was.  .    . 

While  I  can  never  consent  to  discuss  the  constitutjoi» 
power  of  this  Government  as  relates  to  the  States,  jti  > 
becomes  us  to  examine  the  powers  under  the  conititytiw 
given  in  this  District.  .    .. 

Mr.  Speaker,  before  we  proceed  on  thia  pom'.  * 
would  be  well  for  us  to  call  to  our  minds  the  circuiw* 
ces  and  causes  that  induced  the  acts  of  cession  gran>i'l 
jurisdiction  in  this  District.  When  Congress  wai  inhe- 
sion at  Philadelphia,  a  mob  created  great  disturbing' 
and  they  found  themaelvea  unable,  for  want  of  sutbon^ 
to  protect  themselves  and  their  oflBcer?.  H«"^  .,!r 
came  important  that  they  should  have  some  ternw|7 
with  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  it»  The  object  and 
desire  of  Congress  was  to  be  able  to  protect  iwe"« 
ofiicers  its  public  buildings,  and  make  such  other  inuj|^ 
cipal  regulations  as  might  be  deemed  necessary  lo^^ 
harmony,  quiet,  and  independence  of  the  Goremiw"  • 
When  we  look  at  these  circumstances,  and  then  comp 
the  clause  in  the  constitution  conferring  legislaiivepo' 
we  can  come  to  but  one  conclusion  as  lo  ^^^i^^},  ^,f^ 
objects  of  the  trust.  The  words  are,  that  Coop^ 
«« shall  exercise  exclusive  legislation  in  all  cases  ww  ^ 
ever  over  such  district  (not  exceeding  ten  mil**  •^  • 
as  may,  by  cession  of  particular  States,  and  ^^^*^j^c 
ance  of  Congress,  become  the  seal  of  GoTcrnmeni  o 
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United  States,  antl  to  exercise  like  authority  over  all 
places  purchawd  by  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
States  in  which  the  same  shall  be,  fur  the  erection  of  forts, 
magazines,  arsenals,  dock  yards,  and  other  needful  build- 
ings." 

••  Exclusive  legi.ilation"  here  cannot  mean  absolute 
and  unlimited  legislation.  This  Government  cannot 
legally  exist  in  any  position  without  all  the  restraints  of 
the  constitution  binding  upon  it.  It  is  created  by  the 
constitution,  and  cannot  act  in  any  sphere  except  under 
its  specific  grants;  and  to  contend  that  it  has  all  the 
powers  here  that  the  States  can  exercise  within  their 
territories,  is  a  solecism  in  constitutional  law;  for  the 
States  can  exercise  all  the  powers  not  prohibited  by  tiie 
principles  and  spirit  of  their  own  constitutions,  or  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  while  this  Government 
can  exercise  no  power  not  specifically  granted  by  the 
constitution,  or  absolutely  necessary  to  carry  into  effect 
some  specific  grant.  Exclusive  legislation  means  that 
no  other  Government  shall  have  concurrent  legislation. 
Congress  shall  exercise  '*  like  authority"  over  all  places 
purchased  lor  forts,  arsenals,  8cc.  The  legislation  and 
authority  exercised  in  this  District,  in  like  manner,  shall 
be  exercised  over  places  purchased  for  forts,  &c.  If, 
then.  Congress  is  unlimitea  here,  then  it  is  unlimited  in 
those  other  places  where  public  works  are;  and  if 
slavery  can  be  abolished  here,  then,  in  like  manner, 
can  it  be  abolished  in  all  those  places  in  the  heart  of  a 
State  where  there  may  be  public  works.  Sec.  All  the 
power  intended  to  be  given  was  to  enable  this  Govern- 
ment to  protect  and  preserve  its  public  works  and  im- 
provements, and  *'  like  authority"  was  intended  to  be 
given  in  this  District — authority  that  might  be  essential 
to  carry  out  the  legitimate  objects  of  the  original  trust, 
and  no  more.  Any  exercise  of  power  beyond  the 
obvious  meaning  and  plain  intentions  of  the  grant  of 
power  at  the  time  it  was  given,  is  a  violation  qf  its  spirit 
and  perversion  of  its  purposes. 

Again:  The  ninth  section  expressly  excludes  Con- 
gress from  prohibiting  the  importation  of  slaves  until 
1608.  If  the  clause  giving  **  exclusive  lej^islation"  em- 
braces the  power  to  abolish  slavery,  then  tt  was  created 
without  limitation  at  the  date  of  the  instrument.  But  if 
Congress  had,  before  1808,  attempted  to  prohibit  the 
importation  of  slaves,  here  or  elsewhere,  it  would  have 
been  directly  against  the  letter  of  the  constitution. 
There  has  been  no  new  acquirement  of  power  since  Ihe 
date  of  that  instrument,  nor  enlargement  of  the  provi- 
sions of  the  clause  granting  "  exclusive  legisbition."  We 
cannot  do  that  indirectly  which  we  cannot  do  directly: 
and  if  Congress  had  abolished  slavery  here  prior  to  1808, 
it  would  have  been  the  most  effectual  measure  to  pro- 
hibit their  importation;  and  this  they  were  clearly  and 
expressly  prohibited  from  doing.  I  do  not  refer  to  this 
so  much  as  being  perfectly  conclusive  as  to  show  that 
it  was  the  whole  spirit  and  intention  of  the  constitution 
that  this  Government  should  have  no  power  to  disturb 
this  delicate  and  exciting  subject.  We  all  know  the 
extreme  jealousy  that  existed  amongst  the  States  on  this 
matter  at  the  formation  of  the  constitution — so  much  so, 
that  it  was  one  of  the  principal  difficulties  in  forming  a 
*•  more  perfect  union." 

Is  it  to  be  supposed  that  Virginia,  sensitive  and  jealous 
as  she  was  at  that  time  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  would 
have  ceded  a  portion  of  her  territory  and  citizens,  if  she 
had,  for  one  moment,  conceived  that,  under  the  clause 
in  the  constitution  conferring  legislative  powers,  they 
were  to  be  thrown  at  the  mercy  of  other  interests,  and 
other  sections,  antagonist  to  herself  on  this  vital  point  ? 

The  fifth  amendment  declares  that  **  private  property 
shall  not  be  taken  for  public  use,  without  just  compen- 
sation." Much  less  can  it  be  taken  for  private  use.  It 
cannot  be  taken  except  for  public  use.  It  becomes,  then, 


important  to  ascertain  whether  slaves  are  private  prop- 
erty.    And  here  let  it  be  observed  that  there  is  a  loose 
idea  abroad,  that  we  hold  our  rights  to  that  species  of 
property  under  the  compromises  of  the  constitution. 
We  hold  them  as  original  rights,  before  and  above  the 
constitution,  coming  from  the  States  In  their  separate 
existence.     The  compromises  of  the  constitution  relate 
entirely  to  the  relative  representation  that  the  States,  as 
political  communities,  shall  have  upon  this  floor;  but 
this  is  not  the  source  of  rights  to  us  in  this  or  any  other 
private  property.     The  constitution  recognises  them  as 
private  property:  the  second  section,  apportioning  our 
representation,  the  clause  enabling  the  owner  to  recover 
his  fugitive  slave,  and  the  clause  sanctioning  their  im- 
portation until    1808,  all    show  that  the    constitution 
recognises  them  as  property,  as  things  other  than  per- 
sons.    The  judicial  tribunals  of  the  non*slaveholding  as 
well  as  the  slaveholding  States  have  all  settled  this  prin- 
ciple.    Then  they  cannot  be  taken  except  for  public 
use.     What  is  public  use^     If  they  were  wanted  on 
our  public  works,  if  they  were  needed  in  a  great  emer- 
gency, then  might  they  be  taken  on  just  compensation. 
But  if  there  be  any  one  thing  clearer  than  another,  it  is, 
that  abolition  was  not  the  public  use  contemplated  in 
the  constitution.     They  cannot  be  taken  without  just 
compensation,  even  for  public  use.    How  can  money  be 
drawn  from  the  public  Treasury,  except  through  ap- 
propriation by  law?    There  can  be  no  legal  appropria- 
tion, except  to  carry  into  effect  some  specific  power 
granted  in  the  constitution,  or  clearly  implied  as  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  carry  into  effect  some  specific  grant. 
There  is  no  specific  power  to  abolish  slavery,  and  it, 
being  itself  a  high  exercise  of  substantive  power,  cannot 
be  implied  as  absolutely  necessary  to  carry  into  effect 
any  otheir  power.     As  well  might  we  pass  appropria- 
tions to  pay  the  people  of  this  District  for  their  cattle 
and  horses,  to  give  them  tlte  blessed  privilege  of  running 
free  and  unrestrained  over  the  barren  hills  and  waste 
commons  around  this  Capitol.      As  to  v  principle  and 
power,  it  is  the  same. 

'  But  it  is  said,  all  the  States  may  emancipate,  and  this 
District  be  left  without  the  means  of  changing  its  condi- 
tion. This  is  certainly  any  thing  but  a  constitutional 
argument;  for  1  answer,  that  even  if  this  were  to  be  the 
ease,  it  is  the  constitution,  and  will  be  so  until  it  is 
changed  by  the  proper  authorities.  There  is  really  no 
difficulty  on  this  point,  as  those  who  choose  can  now 
eroanipate  by  deed  or  will.  In  connexion  with  the  con- 
stitution, let  us  for  a  moment  examine  the  act  of  cession 
from  Virginia.  The  proviso  declsres  "that  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  vest  in  the  United 
States  any  right  of  property  in  the  soil,  or  to  affect  the 
rights  of  individuals  therein,  otherwise  than  the  same 
shall  or  may  be  transferred  by  such  individuals  to  the 
United  SUtes."  Let  it  be  understood  that  this  follows 
immediately  afler  the  clause  describing  the  tract  of 
country  and  particular  extent  of  territory  c^ded.  I  ad- 
mit the  terms  are  somewhat  equivocal  at  first.  If  the 
words,  «« the  rights  of  individuals  therein,"  refer  only 
back  to  control  the  property  in  the  soil,  then  they  were 
of  no  use;  for,  under  the  constitution  alone,  Coneress 
could  not  have  interfered  in  the  freehold.  One  of  the 
first  principles  of  the  magna  charta  is,  that  no  freeman 
shall  be  deseized  of  his  freehold  without  a  judgment  of 
his  peers.  If  those  words  were  meant  only  to  limit  the 
power  of  the  Government  over  the  freehold  of  a  citixen, 
then  they  were  useless  verbiage.  Those  who  inserted 
them  must  have  meant  something  more.  When  we  look 
at  the  sensitiveness  of  Virginia  on  the  interesting  and 
vital  subject  of  the  peculiar  property  of  her  citixens  she 
was  about  to  cede,  we  are  led  to  believe  that  she  must 
have  meant,  in  the  words  "  rights  of  individuals 
therein,"  other  rights  than  those  of  "  soil."    Connec 
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this  with  the  ckuies  in  the  constitution,  and  no  man  can 
refrain  from  admitting  that  it  is,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  m 
doubtPuI  power,  which  every  patriot  in  a  limited  Gov- 
ernment would  refrain  from  claiming  as  under  the  con- 
stitution. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  take  higher  ground  than  this,  and 
contend  that,  according  to  the  bill  of  rights  of  Bfaryland, 
and  the  constitution  of  Virginia,  those  States  them- 
selves could  not  have  ceded  absolute  and  unrestrained 
power  over  private  property  of  any  kind  in  this  District. 
The  citizens  of  this  District  had  peculiar  rights  secured 
in  their  property  b^  the  constitutions  of  their  own 
States;  and  if  Virginia  and  Maryland  had  attempted  to 
cede  absolute  power  over  this  subject,  they  would  have 
violated  the  rights  of  their  own  citizens,  and  would  have 
committed,  not  a  legal  act,  but  an  act  of  force.  Next 
to  life  and  libertv,  these  citizens  had,  under  the  para- 
mount laws  of  the  two  adjoining  States,  the  rights  of 
property  secured  in  the  most  solemn  and  unqualified 
manner;  and  as  well  might  Visginia  now  divorce  from 
herself  any  portion  of  her  freemen,  and  transfer  them, 
bound  hand  and  foot,  to  the  jurisdiction  of  New  York, 
as  to  have  thrown  tlie  citizens  of  this  District,  in  their 
rights  to  a  peculiar  property,  upon  the  uurestrained  and 
tender  mercy  of  this  Government. 

Again:  No  State,  from  the  Potomac  to  tlie  Mississippi, 
under  its  constitution  as  it  now  stands,  haa  any  right  to 
abolish  slavery  without  the  consent  of  the  individual 
owners.  I  assert  this  upon  that  great  principle  of  Eng- 
lish liberty  which  is  incorporated  into  every  constitution, 
that  no  freeman  shall  be  deprived  of  his  properly  but  by 
the  judgment  of  his  peers  or  the  laws  of  the  land.  The 
constitutions  are  the  paramount  laws  of  the  land,  which 
the  action  of  no  Government,  constituted  under  them, 
can  le^lly  subvert.  States  may  do  unlawful  acts,  which 
their  citizens  may  assent  to  or  acquiesce  in,  but  this  does 
not  constitute  legal  authority.  Those  States  that  hold 
slaves  as  property  might,  if  they  desired,  assemble  in  their 
conventions,  representing  the  sovereign  power  of  the  com- 
munity, for  the  specific  object  of  abolishing  that  property, 
and  the  people  might  choose  their  delegates  for  that  alone. 
But  this  would  be  a  reoi^nization  of  the  body  politic, 
above  the  constitution.  And  even  in  convention  they 
would  do  it  under  the  unwritten  and  organic  law  that  gov- 
erns all  simple  consolidated  communities,  and  which  exists 
from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  that  tbe  majority  must 
govern.  This  exists  only  in  a  consolidated  community, 
when  it  is  thrown  into  its  simple  and  original  elements. 
And  even  then  the  minority  acauiesces  more  from  a 
calculation  of  expediency  than  obligation. 

Sir,  if  this  view  be  true  of  the  great  principles  that 
regulate  even  the  power  of  the  States  on  this  subject, 
how  futile  and  shallow  is  that  argument  which  claims  for 
this  Government  all  the  legislative  powers  here  that  the 
Slates  have  within  their  territories.  But  it  is  stronger 
than  this.  The  Government  of  the  United  States  can 
acquire  no  legal  power,  even  by  consent  of  citizens.  It 
haa  no  existence  beyond  the  express  grants  of  the  con- 
stitution, and  no  power  can  be  acquired  for  it  by  the 
action  or  acquiescence  of  the  people,  as  people  or  citi- 
zens: this  must  be  given  by  the  States  that  made  it,  and 
who  alone  can  alter  it. 

There  is  a  wide  mistake  and  loose  notion  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  power  of  Ciovernment  over  private  property. 
Gentlemen  draw  their  ideas  on  this  subject  from  the 
history  of  Buropemn  Governments  and  the  jurisprudence 
of  Great  Britam.  If  there  be  any  one  principle  that 
has  distinguished  our  Revolution  from  all  others,  it  is 
this:  that  we  have  succeeded  in  limiting  and  restricting 
the  power  of  Government  over  private  property,  and 
more  effectually  securing  the  rights  of  citizens  thereto. 
If  this  was  not  the  great  principle  of  the  American  Rev- 
olution, then  it  lias  none.    The  line  that  separates  the 


power  of  Government  from  private  property  isthefisf 
that  defines  the  limits  of  liberty,  in  all  countna.  I 
know,  sir,  that  the  British  Government,  under  the  chioi 
of  omnipotence  in  Parliament,  has  again  and  again  tns- 
pled  over  the  great  principles  of  the  msgna  charts,  nd 
it  is  not  there  that  we  are  to  look  for  examples  to  define 
our  notions  of  power  in  Government  over  the  propertr 
of  a  free  people.  Under  the  plea  of  state  necesatj  uA 
the  high  prerogatives  of  pofice  power,  a  countiymiy  be 
protected  and  a  people  ref^ulated,  but  the  GoTcmnest 
may  be  m  despotism.  But  m  this  country,  with  our  m- 
stitutions  and  limitations  defined,  I  deny  the  right  t« 
interfere  with  private  property  except  by  **  due  proces 
of  law,"  through  the  verdict  of  a  jury  of  freemen. 

It  IS,  however,  suggested  that,  ahhougfa  yw  cum 
paM  an  act  to  abolish  slaveiy  at  present,  yet  you  w 
pass  it  to  Uke  effect  in  future,  upon  the  pini  naii  pr» 
ciple.  Let  us  examine  this.  If  the  righti  of  citizw 
be  secured  unqualifiedly  at  present  under  the  coniiia 
tion,  how  can  you  directly  or  indirectly  interfere  in  tk 
future?  if  I  have  a  perfect  right  to  my  stock,  I  bavtt 
right  to  its  proceeds,  and  the  Government  that  atteairtt 
to  cut  off  the  right  of  proceeds  is  as  absolute  and  i» 
potic  as  that  which  would  Uke  the  property  itaelf.  A 
free  Government  may  regulate  and  shape  **  deseeaU, 
to  preserve  and  protect  them  for  the  benefit  of  iitot' 
zensi  but  no  Government  is  free  that,  instead  of  > 
wholesome  and  judicious  exercise  of  this  power,  uwy 
to  cut  them  off  entirely.  If  Government  have  no  r^' 
to  destroy  the  existuig  propeHy  itself,  it  haa  no  nghtto 
destroy  its  proceeds.  The  principle  and  Ibc  pow«riR 
the  same  in  the  one  case  as  the  other. 

Mr.  Speaker,  allow  me  to  suggest  to  our  BortHern 
friends  the  propriety,  if  they  can,  of  taking  Uiesecflr 
stitutional  grounds.  I  respectfully  suggest  wbetHer  • 
would  not  be  better  for  them  to  raise  the  constilutioa« 
restrictions  aa  a  shield  between  themselves  sad  pppj*' 
fimaticism,  than  to  rely  upon  the  grounds  of  cxpedienj 
If  they  intend  to  save  the  institutions  of  this  countjT. 
let  them  raise  the  constitutional  powers  agww  » 
movemenU  for  abolition  in  this  DistricU  let  the«  P 
home  with  the  constitution  in  their  bands,  to  «»ow  i»i» 
precludes  any  interference.  I  entreat  them  to  lue «» 
ground  now,  and  make  the  issue  with  Urn  aWibw 
spirit,  when  the  good  and  the  virtuous  have  sooe  po«^ 
and  control.  Put  them  down  now,  by  lh'»  .■^.Tj 
acts  of  local  legislation,  or  you  will  be  compelled  tocwj^ 
here  and  cry  aloud  to  save  this  Union,  aAer  it  fl»^ 
too  late,  when  the  beacon-fires  of  an  '^'^^f^^J^Tt 
shall  bbze  over  a  thousand  hills,  and  the  »wo"»" 
hundred  thousand  freemen  shall  gleam  on  high  to ivcif 
our  wrongs  and  vindicate  our  rights.  .     „y 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  has  been  said  that  slavery  ».«  ^ 
blot  upon  our  national  escutcheon,"  "«"  **  aaiie 
«« all  men  are  created  equal,"  &c.  Let  ua  tv 
these  propositions  for  a  moment.  «« All  "«"*  «itofTf 
equal."  What,  sir,  waa  the  meaning  that }^^*^T^ ,, 
the  Declaration  attached  to  this  prof**'°"*  lirf 
meant  that  all  men  are  created  equally  ><^^  ^^ 
equal  size?  Surely  not.  Was  it  meant  \***.*;„.,o 
were  born  free?  From  the  child  in  the  ^^"^''f-^J^ 
those  of  the  present  day,  there  never  *»' *"  f^. 
wrapped  in  «« awaddling  clothes"  that  wis  ^orn 
Was  it  meant  that  all  men  were  born  with  jH*»Vj%t 
to  an  equal  destiny?  From  the  time  it  was  ^'^"Z^ 
the  iniquities  of  some  should  be  "  visited  unto  ^  ^ 
and  fourth  generations"— from  the  ^y^^Jl^]^ 
the  children  of  Israel— the  history  of  ^^^„^  (be 
that  there  is  "an  elect  and  chosen  f^*.'  7fimW 
peculiar  recepUcles  of  the  favors  and  ^^K^'P^jje  forli 
wise  and  all«pervading  Providence.  This  «  ,  .j^y. 
we  find  it,  and  it  is  not  for  us  to  war  «P^;^^  lode- 
What 


as  we  find  it,  and  it  is  not  for  us  to  war  up<»|  °r. , 
t,  then,  was  the  meaning ?    It  w»»  mt^"""" 
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clare  the  abstract  truth  that  all  men  were  born  eciually  ^ 
entitled  to  political  privileges.  Let  us  look  into  this  fis 
practical  legislators.  Throw  man  back  into  a  stale  of 
savage  existence;  proclaim  bis  physical  and  brutal  pro- 
pensities triumphant,  and  himself  lord  of  the  recesses  of 
the  wilderness,  and  then  this  abstract  truth  may  have 
some  oractical  bearing.  But,  let  him  accumulate  prop- 
f*rty;  let.  his  intellectual  attributes  triumph  over  his 
brutal  nature;  make  him  civilized,  and  send  liim  forth, 
erect  in  the  image  of  his  Maker,  with  the  light  of  rea- 
son and  benevolence  beaming  from  his  countenance, 
then  his  great  characteristic  is,  that  he  becomes  a  social 
being.  Organize  him  into  society,  to  act  with  his  fellow- 
man,  and  then  proclaim  the  abstract  truth  that  all  men 
are  equal,  as  a  great  fundamental  doctrine  to  be  prac- 
tically acted  upon,  and  you  do  nothing  more  nor  less 
than  raise  his  hand  against  every  oUier  man,  and  every 
other  man's  hand  against  him;  and,  instead  of  its  be- 
coming a  doctrine  full  of  light  and  peace  to  a  world 
sleeping  in  darkness  and  bondage,  it  becomes  a  doc- 
trine of  universal  discord,  confusion,  and  ruin.  True, 
it  18  an  abstract  truth;  but,  like  all  other  mere  abstrac- 
tions, it  can  have  no  actual  existence.  True  and  prac- 
tical liberty,  in  my  opinion,  exists  amongst  a  people 
who  live  under  a  system  of  ascertained  and  well-regu- 
lated law,  that  has  grown  up  from  time  immemorial  out 
of  the  experience  and  absolute  necessities  of  the  society 
that  is  framed  under  it;  and  for  one  people,  living  in  a 
totally  different  region,  and  under  totally  different  cir- 
cumstances, to  attempt  to  give  a  system  of  political 
liberty  to  another  people,  living  under  entirely  differ- 
ent wants  and  necessities.  Is  one  of  the  most  stupid 
pieces  of  folly  that  belongs  to  the  age,  and  partakes 
deeply  of  that  arrogance  aiid  presumption  which  would 
prompt  a  blind  despotism  to  proclaim  oiie  universal  and 
cunsoHdaled  system  for  the  government  of  mankind. 

In  the  nineteenth  century,  when  the  great  institutions 
of  civilization  have  their  foundations  laid  deep  in  the 
wants  and  experience  of  accumulated  centuries,  let  no 
man,  in  the  madness  and  folly  of  his  zeal,  be  so  reckless 
as  to  proclaim  a  mere  abstract  theoretical  (ruth,  for  the 
purpose  of  calling  up  the  most  envious  and  malignant 
passions  of  the  human  heart,  which  must  result  in  pull- 
ing down  all  that  is  settled  and  peaceful,  and  spreading 
around  anarchy  and  blood.    Let  no  public  man  act 
upon  a  great  people  by  experimental  theories.    You 
may  proclaim  a  truth,  and  form  a  system  perfect  in  your 
own  mind,  but  put  it  into  practical  operation,  and  you 
may  bring  misery  and  wretchedness  upon  a  happy  land. 
Look  to  the  French  nation  for  the  last  half  century, 
that  great  source  of  lessons  so  full  of  practical  wisdom. 
They  commenced  by  declaring  that  <*all  men  were  cre- 
ated equal.*'    And  the  next  great  solemn  act  was  to 
declare  there  was  no  God,  and  that  the  '<  Bible  was 
a  lie."     What  was  the  result?    After  they  succeed- 
ed in  transferring  the  properly  of  the  nation  from  those 
who  had  accumulated  it  to  those  who  had  none,  then 
they  chanted  haUelujaha  to  their  imaginary  system  of 
equality,  even  while  the  blood  of  virtue  and  innocence 
flowed  in  wide-spread  sluices  from  the  guillotine,  under 
the  hands  of  Uobespicrre  and  Danton.      The  same 
sword  that  was  raised  on  high  at  Lodi  and  Marengo,  to 
vindicate   tlie  equal  rights  of  republican  France,  was 
soon,  very  soon,  grasped  by  the  hand  of  a  tyrant  and 
despot,  who  waved  it,  dripping  with  blood,  over  an  en- 
slaved and  unliappy  people.     Let  no  man  proclaim  uni- 
versal equality  as  practically  to  be  enforced  in  any  so- 
ciety on  earth,  unless  he  Is  prepared  to  appeal  to  uni- 
versal revolution  to  sustain  it. 

BIr.  Speaker,  we  are  denounced  before  the  world  for 
holding  a  race  amongst  us  in  domestic  servitude.  It  is 
not  my  province,  nor  is  this  the  place,  to  expound  the 
precepts  of  divine  law;  but  I  lay  down  this  proposition 


as  universally  true,  that  there  is  not,  nor  never  was,  a 
society,  ory^anized  under  one  political  system  for  a  pe- 
riod long  enough  to  constitute  an  era,  where  one  class 
would  not  practically  and  substantially  own  another 
class,  in  some  shape  or  form.  Let  not  gentlemen  from 
the  North  start  at  this  truth.  We  are  yet,  as  a  people, 
in  our  ioGsncy.  Society  has  not  yet  been  pressed  down 
into  its  classifications.  Let  us  live  through  an  era,  and 
then  we  shall  ^  discover  this  great  truth.  All  society 
settles  down  into  a  classification  of  capitalists  and  la- 
borers. The  former  will  own  the  latter,  either  collec- 
tively, through  the  Government,  or  individually,  in  a 
state  of  domestic  servitude,  as  exists  in  the  southern 
States  of  this  confederacy.  The  only  contest  in  the 
world  is  between  the  two  systems.  If  laborers  ever 
obtain  the  political  power  of  a  country,  it  is  in  fiict  in  a 
state  of  revolution,  which  must  end  in  substantially 
tranilferring  property  to  themselves,  until  they  shall 
become  capitalists,  unless  thos6  who  have  it  shall  ap- 
peal to  the  sword  and  a  standing  army  to  protect  it. 
This  is  the  history  of  all  civilized  people.  There  is  not 
a  Government  in  Christendom  that  does  not  rest  upon 
this  power,  except  our  own,  and  here  we  have  substi- 
tuted for  open  force,  constitutions,  and  the  concentra- 
ted public  opinion  of  communities.  But  we  have  not 
yet  lived  through  experience,  and  it  is  yet  to  be  seen 
whether  bribery,  corruption,  and  fraud,  shall  not  take 
the  place,  for  the  present,  of  the  constitution  and  pub- 
lic opinion,  and  finally  force  the  old  appeal  to  the 
sword. 

To  illustrate  tliis  position,  take  one  hundred  men,  and 
organize  them  under  one  government,  and  start  them 
witii  your  imaginary  notion  of  all  being  equal.  What  is 
the  result?  The  Creator  has  made  some  more  active, 
more  economical,  more  industrious,  than  others;  and  in 
five  years,  in  all  human  probability,  forty  out  of  the  hun- 
dred will  accumulate  property,  while  sixty  will  not.  The 
political  power  must  be  supported  by  taxes  and  revenue; 
and  if  all  have  equal  power,  the  sixty  will  lay  taxes  upon 
the  forty,  and  distribute  the  revenue,  not  amongst  the 
forty,  but  amongst  themselves.  This  will  in  time  sub- 
stantially transfer  the  property  of  the  forty  to  the  sixty, 
or  the  former  must  appeal  to  the  sword,  when  twenty 
out  of  the  sixty  will  be  paid  to  constitute  a  standing 
army,  and  form  the  basis  of  power  in  the  forty.  Let  it 
be  understood  that,  in  the  political  action  of  classes,  the 
restraints  of  public  opinion  and  public  responsibility  do 
not  operate  through  a  series  of  years,  but  that  man,  act- 
ing in  his  collective  capacity,  is  essentially  impelled  by 
his  appetites,  his^passions,  and  hts  interests.  It  is  only 
in  his  individual  capacity  that  he  becomes  an  intellectual, 
moral,  and  virtuous  being. 

Let  us  analyze  any  Government  on  earth:  take,  for 
instance,  the  British  constitution.  The  House  of  Lords 
represents  tho  landed  capitalists  of  Great  Britain;  the 
House  of  Commons  the  commercial  and  manufacturing 
capitalists;  and  both  together  represent  the  aggregate 
capitalists  of  the  country.  The  King  is  supported  as  a 
third  power,  to  check  and  balance  the  two  other  equal 
powers,  and  give  vigor  to  the  system.  They  are  mutu- 
ally interested  in  one  thing  only,  and  that  is,  to  ascertain 
what  the  labor  of  the  nation  will  live  on;  and  all  over 
and  above  that  they  take  and  divide  among  themselves 
and  the  interests  they  represent,  by  the  power  of  raising 
revenue,  and  in  its  distribution.  This  they  do  in  the 
ten  thousand  shapes  and  forms  which  human  ingenuity 
and  wickedneas  can  invent:  through  a  standing  army  and 
navy,  the  civil  and  diplomatic  corpo,  and  half  a  million 
of  pensioned  profligates,  besides  the  whole  system  of 
taxation,  by  which  all  the  burdens  shall  indirectly  fall 
on  one  class,  and  the  blessings  on  another. 

And  this  would  inevitably  be  the  result  in  every  non- 
slaveholding  State  of  this  Union,  in  the  course  of  timej 
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under  •  separate  and  individual  exiitence.  As  certain 
as  destiny,  property  would  there  change  hands,  or  those 
who  have  it  would  be  compelled  to  appeal  to  the  sword, 
or  sink  into  political  degradation.  In  addition  to  our 
infancy  as  a  society,  and  the  unparalleled  superabun- 
dance of  freehold,  the  Government  here,  through  its 
distributions,  has,  to  a  certain  extent,  satisfied  the  labor- 
ers of  the  North,  and  diverted  them  from  their  capitalists 
at  home.  But  nothing  but  open  agrarianism  can  much 
longer  keep  In  peace  and  subjection  an  excited  and  hun- 
gry multitude,  who,  under  the  cry  of  the  "  poor  against 
the  rich,'*  msy  be  raised,  to  clamor  for  vengeance  around 
the  vaults  of  hoarded  wealth. 

The  capitalists  north  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line  have 
precisely  the  same  interest  in  the  labor  of  the  country 
that  the  capitalists  of  England  have  in  their  labor.  Hence 
it  is  that  they  want  a  strong  Federal  Government,  through 
which  they  may  more  effectually  control  the  labor  of  the 
nation.  But  it  is  precisely  the  reverse  with  us.  We 
already  have  not  only  a  right  to  the  proceeds  of  our  la- 
borers, but  we  own  a  class  of  laborers  themselves.  Hence 
it  is  that  we  want  a  strong  Government  at  home  and  a 
weak  one  here,  except  so  far  as  concerns  our  foreign  re- 
lations. And  hence  it  is  that  no  doctrine  that  makes  this 
Government  controlled  by  the  simple  action  of  a  majority 
of  mere  numbers,  can  be  more  desolating  and  fatal  in  its 
effects  upon  us.  This,  sir,  is  at  the  basis  of  all  difference 
between  the  slavehotding  and  non-slaveholding  States 
of  this  confederacy.  But  let  me  say  to  gentlemen  who 
represent  the  great  class  of  capitalists  in  the  North,  be- 
ware that  you  do  not  drive  us  Into  a  separate  system; 
for  if  you  do,  as  certain  as  the  decrees  of  Heaven,  you 
will  be  compelled  to  appeal  to  the  sword  to  maintain 
yourselves  at  home.  It  may  not  come  in  your  day,  but 
your  children's  children  will  be  covered  with  the  blood 
of  domestic  factions,  and  a  plundering  mob  contending 
for  power  and  conquest. 

Mr.  Speaker,  let  us  look  for  a  moment  into  this  mod- 
ern crusade,  raised  all  over  the  world  against  domestic 
servitude.    The  British  Government  violated  the  rights 
of  property  to  emancipate  a  race  in  the  West  Indies, 
only  to  throw  them  upon  the  world,  strolling  vagrants 
and  vagabonds.     And  it  is  remarkable  that  the  same 
minister  who  held  in  his  hand  the  act  of  emancipation  to 
the  black  man  abroad,  rose  in  his  seat  to  congratulate 
the  nation  that  he  was  enabled  to  withdraw  troops  from 
foreign  stations,  and  to  <*  place  them  in  the  manufactur- 
ing districts"  at  home,  **  to  keep  down  insurrection  and 
disturbance."    While  a  mistaken  sympathy,  and  bigoted 
and  fanatical  relippon,  can  prompt  men  to  feel  for  the 
imaginary  evils  of  the  black  or  red  man  of  distant  re- 
gions, there  seems  to  be  no  heart  for  the  suffering  and 
slavery  of  the  white  man  at  home.     The  same  Govern- 
ment that  suffiered  itself  to  be  forced  to  an  act  of  eman- 
cipation, through  the  influence  of  stupid  fanaticism, 
aided  by  the  instigations  of  the  British  East  India  Com- 
pany, for  the  purposes  of  gain  and  monopoly,  actually 
holds  in  political  vassalage  at  home,  IreUind — the  land 
ofgenius  and  eloquence.     While  seven  millions  of  men 
around  them  feel  all  the  pressure  of  despotism  and  ab- 
ject slavery,  in  want  and  misery,  they  have  the  hardi- 
hood and  shsmelessnessto  proclaim  emancipation  abroad. 
While  England  holds  in  bondsge  one  hundred  millions 
of  human  beings  in  her  East  India  possessions,  where, 
if  any  native  should  dare  to  raise  a  voice  (even  although 
that  voice  should  be  a  female  princess^  against  British 
clemency  or  the  British  Government,  immediately  fiAy 
thousand  bayonets  would  spring  up  for  plunder  and 
murder;  yet,  sir,  while  this  is  notoriously  the  case,  she 
has  the  hypocrisy  to  preach  universal  emancipation. 

Take,  sir,  a  case  nearer  home.  In  the  city  of  New 
York  it  is  that  societies  upon  societies  have  been  form- 
ed, and  thousands  upon  thousands  raised,  to  alleviate  the 


evils  of  the  far  South,  and  to  regenerate  oar  conntrr. 
Go  into  that  city—visit  ••  Five  Pointi,"  and  theit 
gaze,  if  you  can,  upon  the  scenes  of  wrelchednea, 
guilt,  wo,  and  mise^.  Behold  thousands  upon  thos- 
sands,  of  all  hues  and  complexionsi  drsgging  their 
starving  and  emaciated  forms  from  their  dens  itl 
cellars  into  the  light  and  warmth  of  day,  to  wpport 
sinking  nature.  I  believe  there  is  nnore  want,  moreeril, 
and  more  auffiering,  in  that  single  city,  than  exists  fnn 
the  Potoofuc  to  the  Mississippi.  It  would  tike  ill  tb; 
resources  of  their  societies  to  relieve  those  vhosalfcr 
at  home.  Yet  the  stupidity,  bigotry,  and  faniticisn  of 
modern  days,  which  are  sweeping  through  the  tani 
seem  only  to  seek  out  distant  objects,  where  tbe  imr 
nation  exaggerates  evil,  on  which  to  exercise  their  bUi 
and  ignorant  benevolence. 

Mr.  Speaker,  as  to  the  particular  treatment  of  tbox 
we  avow  to  hold  in  bondage,  and  our  pecttlisrri^ti:ti 
them,  I  scorn  to  vindicate  either  the  one  or  tbe  other 
here.  But  let  mc  say,  sir,  that  our  system  of  domestic 
servitude,  where  all  the  sympathies  and  interests  Out 
can  bind  individual  capitalists  and  individual  bboren 
together  exist,  is  the  same  patriarchal  system  tbit  exit- 
ed in  the  first  ages  of  society.  Our  classifications  is  in- 
to blacks  and  whites;  and  we  openly  avow  before  tbe 
world  that  we  own  the  former,  through  both  intelleC. 
ual  and  physical  force.  We  have  nothing  to  con 
ceal  or  disguise.  Ours  is  the  ancient  system  of  society 
that  existed  amongst  the  Greeks  and  tbe  Komar.^ 
and,  to  a  certain  extent,  in  the  feudal  serf  system  of  tbe 
Gallic  race.  And  here  let  me  refer,  when  thevorid 
supposes  it  full  of  intrinsic  weakness  snd  evil,  let  oe 
but  refer  to  a  single  instance.  I  allude  to  Attica,  vherc 
there  were  536,000  souls,  and  out  of  them  only  122,000 
free  citizens.  And  where  does  the  world  look  for  tbe 
highest  specimens  of  art,  and  taste,  and  refinemfot- 
where  for  the  loftiest  and  purest  strains  of  poetrj  isl 
eloquence — where  for  the  noblest  and  most  enhrd 
examples  of  arms  and  patriotism,  but  to  Athens^  Oun 
is  a  frank  and  bold  system,  that  sustains  itself  by  open 
and  undisguised  power.  And  let  me  say  that  here  coo- 
sists  the  great  difference  between  the  ancients  and  the 
moderns:  the  former  were  more  open,  frank,  and  boMi 
the  latter  have  more  ingenuity,  duplicity,  and  cannin|> 
The  modern  system  of  ruling  classes  through  theGorem- 
ment,  and  party  ascendency,  rests  upon  duplicity,  bri- 
bery, and  fraud. 

Hence  it  is  that  there  has  not  been,  for  tlie  last  hun- 
dred years,  a  statute  passed  in  Great  Britain,  profesin^ 
to  give  equal  rights  snd  privileges  to  the  great  ipiss^ 
the  people,  whose  preamble  is  not  full  of  falsehood  aw 
hypocrisy.  Public  men  are  trained  up,  from  the  inst'tu* 
tions  of  modern  society,  to  practise  deception,  duplicity 
flattery,  and  fraud,  that  one  half  of  society  may  rule  the 
other  half. 

Look,  for  instance,  to  the  State  of  New  York,  asiii>flr< 
now  exist  there.  We  find  an  artful,  profligate,  anddi- 
ring  party,  leagued  together  by  moneyed  corporaiiwft 
by  the  distribution  of  offices,  and  the  power  and  term 
of  perfect  organization,  for  the  open  purpose  of  iwayujf 
the  political  destinies  of  the  country.  Sir,  I  solenn'! 
believe  that,  for  baseness  of  purpose  and  in  degndiR? 
means,  no  party  has  ever  risen  in  any  cnrilised  country 
to  equal  it,  since  the  Jacobinic  clubs  of  Franee  heM 
their  midnight  meetings;  when  no  man  dare  whisper''^ 
secrets  of  his  heart,  even  to  the  partner  of  bis  bosofl>» 
without  being  arraigned  under  their  terrible  inquifltion- 
I  appeal  to  the  minority  from  that  State,  on  this  floofj 
to  know  if  they  do  not  live  under  a  system  of  poii<|||^' 
vassalage,  in  which  the  dominant  party  openly  sp^ 
out  upon  their  banners,  ••booty— booty!"  the  "spoiB* 
victory  belong  to  the  conquerors!"  and  under  this  ^ 
standard  call  upon  their  mercenary  bands  to  g^ithrr  >fl 
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tie  plunder  of  a  sacked  camp.  Sir,  they  preach  democ- 
acy  and  univerBal  equality  to  us,  and  practise  political 
lespotism  at  home.  This  is  the  cant,  duplicity,  aod  prof- 
■  g»cy  of  modem  times. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  owe  perhaps  an  apology  to  this  House 
ur  speaking  so  plain;  but,  sir,  I  have  been  taught  from 
ny  father's  boara  to  disguise  no  sentiment  I  entertain. 
know  I  have  uttered  sentiments  tittle  calculated  to 
klease  those  interests  that  now  hold  the  destinies  of  the 
tountry  in  their  handr.  I  know  that  what  I  have  said  is 
11  calculated  for  popularity  in  this  country,  but  I  speak 
.he  truth  as  I  believe  it  to  exist,  and  ask  no  favors  of 
iny  roan  or  set  of  men  living,  save  my  own  constituents. 
Sir,  it  may  be  said  that  what  I  have  uttered  tends  to 
llsunion.  I  did  not  come  here,  demagogue  likct  to  talk 
kbout  the  glories  and  the  blessings  of  this  Union.  These 
lU&nd  recorded  in  the  history  of  the  country,  and  need 
no  feeble  voice  of  mine  to  hold  them  up  to  the  admira- 
tion of  the  world.  But  let  me  here  ssy  to  gentlemen 
from  the  slaireholding  race,  beware!  beware!  unless,  in 
your  generous  and  patriotic  attachment  to  this  Union, 
you  ttliould  find  yourselves  finally  dragged  down,  and 
kneeling  in  idolatrous  worship  before  some  idol  made 
by  human  hands  of  the  present  day. 

That  union  which  sprinf;*  from  ambition  and  fanati- 
cism— an  unnatural  onspring,  begotten  in  sin  and  ini- 
quity, foul  and  loathsome  from  its  leprosy,  blood-shot- 
ten  an4  bloated  from  revelling  in  spoils  plundered  from 
others — I  scorn  to  love.     Raise  not  up  this  monster-god, 
and  call  upon  me  to  bow  down  and  worship  at  its  un- 
holy and  unhallowed  shrine.  I  disdain  to  do  it.  Give  me 
that  union  which  springs  from  truth  and   virtue — fair 
and   comely  in   its  form— in  a  bending  attitude,   with 
an  outstretched  arm,  to  raise  the  feeble  and  protect  the 
weak — dispensing  equal  political  favors,  and  imposing 
equal  burdens  on  all  sections.     Give  me  the  Union  un- 
der the  constitution — give  me  the  Union  that  has  borne 
our  stars  and  our  stripes  to  the  remotest  quarters  of  the 
habitable  globe — give  roe  the  Union  that  our  fathers 
gave  us,  and  I  will  pledge  the  last  drop  of  blood  in 
my  veins  to  vindicate  and  defend  it — but  no   other 
Union. 

As  soon  as  Mr.  P.  had  concluded, 
'    Mr.  HOAR,  of  Massachusetts,  obtained  the  floor;  snd 
Mr.  CAMBRELENG  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day; 
but  the  House  did  not  sustain  the  motion:    Ayes  84, 
noes  90. 
Mr.  HOAR  then  addressed  the  House  as  follows: 
Mr.  Speaker,  the  resolutions  on  your  table  present 
for  the  consideration  of  the  House  a  dry  constitutional 
question.     Mot  only  has  this  question  been  discussed 
by  several  gentlemen  who  have  addressed  the  House, 
but  the  subject  of  slavery,  as  it  exists  in  the  States,  its 
bearing  on  the  union  of  the  States,  the  rebition  which 
the  several  States  and  the  General  Government  bear  to 
each  other,  as  far  as  this  subject  is  concerned,  have 
been  freely  and  warmly  debated.     I  propose  to  offer 
some  remarks  on  the  constitutional  question,  and  to  an- 
swer some  of  the  observations  respecting  the  conduct 
of  the  Governments  of  the  northern  Slates,  which  have 
been  made  in  the  course  of  the  discussion  of  these  res- 
olutions. 

Before  I  enter  on  the  consideration  of  the  question 
whether  Congress  can  constitutionally  abolish  slavery  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  I  wish  to  express  my  views  on 
the  subject  which  seems  to  have  caused  the  principal 
alarm  and  apprehension  in  the  minds  of  gentlemen  from 
the  southern  portion  of  the  Union.  It  has  been  ob- 
served, by  a  number  of  the  members  from  that  part  of 
the  country,  that  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  this  District 
is  an  "  entering  wedge"  to  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  SUtes  in  which  it  exists.  This  seems  to  be 
a  very  favojrite  expression    with  many  of  the   gen- 


tlemen who  have  addressed  the  House  against  these  pe- 
titions. Notwithstanding  the  very  hi^h  authority  in  its 
favor,  the  figure  does  not  seem  to  me  in  the  least  degree 
appropriate^  By  an  «  entering  wedge,"  gentlemen  are 
understood  to  mean,  in  this  case,  a  method  of  passing 
the  boundary  between  right  and  wrong.  In  a  manner 
almost  imperceptible  at  first,  and  advancing  gradually 
to  the  completion  of  the  wrongful  purpose.  It  is  dim- 
cult  to  imagine  a  more  clearly  defined  limitation  of 
power  than  is  afforded  by  the  constitution  on  this  sub- 
ject. The  "  hitherto  shalt  thou  come,  and  no  further," 
IS  as  clearly  marked  here  as  in  any  other  part  of  that  in- 
strument. If  the  wedge  shall  ever  be  used,  it  will  be 
introduced  head  foremost. 

There  is  no  section,  clause,  nor  expression,  in  the 
constitution,  which  would  seem  to  suggest  or  counte- 
nance the  idea  that  it  was  intended  by  its  framers  to 
give  to  Congress  the  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  the 
States.  If  the  existence  of  slavery  is  recognised,  tlie 
control  of  it  is  ]ef\  by  the  framers  of  the  General  Gov* 
ernment  where  they  found  it,  with  the  States,  where  it 
exits.  Among  the  numerous  political  heresies  started  in 
different  parts  of  the  country,  I  may  have  heard  the 
doctrine  that  the  General  Government  does  possess  the 
power  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  States  alluded  to  as  one 
entertained  by  *'some  people,"  and  "somewhere;" 
but,  as  far  as  I  can  recollect,  I  have  never  heard  any 
person,  from  any  part  of  the  country,  assert  or  pretend 
that  Congress  possesses  this  power.  Whether  slavery 
be  right  or  wrong,  in  itself,  the  subject  is  exclusively 
for  the  consideration  of  the  State  Governments  within 
the  limits  of  the  States  where  it  exists.  The  southern 
States  cannot,  therefore,  for  a  moment,  admit  the  pow- 
in  the  General  Government  to  interfere  with  this  subject 
in  the  States,  without  yielding  their  claim  to  indepen- 
dence. No  northern  State  can  wish  them  to  make  this 
admission;  because,  by  parity  of  reasoning,  their  own 
State  powers  would  be  merged  in  the  power  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government. 

Far  different  are  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  in 
regard  to  this  District.  To  Congress  is  given  the  power 
**  to  exercise  exclusive  legislation,  in  all  cases  whatso- 
ever, over"  this  District. 

This  language  is  as  comprehensive,  as  plain,  as  unam- 
biguous, as  any  which  could  have  been  used  to  confer 
the  power  in  question.  If  gentlemen,  denying  the  ex* 
istence  of  this  power,  were  called  on  for  proof  of  the 
existence  of  any  other  power  in  Congress,  they  would  find 
it  difficult,  as  far  as  the  mere  form  of  expression  is  con- 
cerned, to  name  one  more  indisputably  conferred.  It 
then  is  incumbent  on  those  who  deny  the  existence  of 
this  power  to  show  that,  notwithstanding  the  universality 
of  this  expression,  it  was  the  intention  of  the  frsmert  of 
the  constitution  to  except  from  the  grant  the  power  in 
question.  This  seems  to  be  conceded.  It  is  not  pre- 
tended, and  indeed  cannot  be  pretended  rationally,  that 
the  language  used  is  not  sufficient  to  convey  the  power. 
It  is  said,  however,  that  though  the  language  used 
would,  by  its  import,  convey  all  power  of  legislation,  or 
rather  exclusive  power  of  legislation,  yet  it  cannot  be 
supposed  that  it  was  intended  to  confer  on  Congress  un- 
limited power  over  the  inhabitants  and  property  within 
the  District.  It  is  said  that  this  is  not  "  an  unlimited^ 
absolute,  despotic  power  of  legislation  over  this  Dis- 
trict."— [Mr.  LiiGH.]  "  That  private  property  cannot 
be  taken  for  public  use,  and  much  less  for  private  use, 
without  compensation." — [Mr.  Pickkhs.]  That  *<the 
local  Legislature  of  this  District  can  pass  no  law  which 
the  States  are,  by  the  constitution,  prohibited  from 
passing;  that  there  are  great  leading  principles  in  the 
nature  of  society,  and  of  government,  whicli  prescribe 
limits  to  our  legislation;  and  that,  fortunately,  here  the 
constitution  speaks  too  plainly  to  be  misunderstood,  dc- 
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cUring^  that  private  property  shall  not  be  taken  Tor  pub- 
lic uae,  without  juit  compeniation."— [Mr.  Wtsi.] 

Comprehensive  and  strong  as  is  the  language  of  the 
constitution  above  cited,  I  do  not  contend,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  it  was  its  design  to  confer  unlimited  and  despotic 
power  on  Congas  over  this  District.  I  have  not  very 
critically  examined  all  the  exceptions  which  have  been 
mentioned  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  because  most  of 
them  are  irrelevant  to  the  present  question.  Those 
which  have  been  urged  as  having  a  bearing  on  the  pres- 
ent question  will  be  carefully  examined. 

if  slavery  cannot  be  abolished  in  this  District,  without 
violating  the  principle  which  prohibits  Government 
f»om  taking  private  property  for  public  use,  without 
compensation,  slavery  here  must  remain  undisturbed. 
In  deteritaintng  the  question,  however,  whether  this 
great  rule  of  legislation  would  be  violated  by  granting 
the  prayer  of  these  petitions^  it  will  be  well  to  invert  to 
a  rule  which  seems  almost  a  mere  truism,  viz:  **Th:it 
the  intention  of  the  parties  to  a  contract,  or  of  the  Le- 
gislature in  passing  a  law,  is  to  govern  the  construc- 
tion." The  intention,  then,  of  the  framers  of  the  con- 
stitution is  here  the  object  of  inquiry.  The  authors  of 
this  instrument  knew  well  the  force  of  the  languaj^e 
they  employed.  They  were  exceedingly  cautious  in 
guarding  all  points  where  danger  was  apprehended.  It 
win  not  be  said  that  there  is  any  more  direct  expression, 
used  in  any  part  of  the  constitution,  declaring  the  sense 
of  the  parties  to  this  instrument,  and  indicating  an  in- 
tended exception  to  the  general  grant,  than  has  been 
above  mentioned. 

I  shall  not  much  insist  on  the  proposition  that,  though 
slaves  be  property,  they  are  also  persons,  ai^d,  as  persons, 
their  rights  may  be  abridged  or  enlarged,  as  justice  and 
the  good  of  the  whole  system  may  seem  to  require.  It 
might  be  urged  that  the  Government  of  any  State,  con-, 
aistently  with  all  the  rights  of  individuals,  might  extend 
the  property  of  a  free  parent,  in  the  labor  of  his  child, 
one  year,  or  five  years,  beyond  the  common  law  age  of 
freedom;  or  abridge,  to  the  same  extent,  that  property 
in  the  parent,  and  give  it  to  the  child. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  these  resolutions  equally  em- 
brace all  other  modes  of  abolishinf^  slavery,  as  well  as 
the  immediate  and  universal  emancipation  of  the  slaves. 
Some  of  the  arguments  also  are  founded  on  the  supposed 
embarrassment  to  the  southern  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment, coming  to  this  District  with  their  families,  while 
resident  here  for  the  discharge  of  public  duties.  It  is 
very  apparent  that  all  these  difficulties  may  be  easily 
avoided. 

in  order  to  solve  the  question,  then,  '*  how  did  the 
parties  to  this  instrument  regard  the  point  now  in  issue, 
when  the  constitution  was  made?"  inquiry  should  be 
made,  what  was  the  practice  of  the  several  Governments 
with  which  the  parties  recently  had  been,  or  then  were, 
connected^ 

That  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  possessed  this 
power,  probably  will  not  be  doubted.  That  Govern- 
ment has  recently  exercised  the  power  in  relation  to  her 
West  India  possessions.  But  I  do  not  rely  on  this,  ex- 
cept to  ahow  that  the  stretch  of  power  which  Parliament 
had  exercised  towards  the  colonies  induced  the  framers 
of  the  constitution  to  guard  vigilantly  against  conferring 
dangerous  powers  on  Congress.  A  more  important  in- 
quiry is,  what  was  in  fact  the  understanding  and  the 
practice  of  the  partiel  themselves  on  this  subject  at  this 
time?  The  answer  to  this  inquiry,  it  is  believed,  must 
settle  this  question. 

Several  years  before  the  United  States  constitution  was 
made,  (as  early  as  1780,)  one  State  in  the  confederacy 
had  wholly  abolished  slavery  within  its  limits.  Several 
others  had  passed  laws  by  which  the  same  end  has  since 
'hat  time  been  gradually  attained.     Each  of  these  States 


adopted  such  means  as,  to  its  own  Legislature,  Ncnxd 
advisable.  No  special  power  was  granted  to  snj  oocrf 
the  State  Legislatures  by  the  people,  nor  was  such  \te§^ 
er  ever  asked.  The  languag^  used  in  the  Stste  cowb- 
tutions,  or  charters,  neither  was,  nor  could  be,  nere 
clear  or  explicit,  in  conferring  the  power  under  vliicfc 
they  acted,  than  thst  above  quoted  from  the  coostiiQt-« 
of  the  United  States. 

it  is  said  that  the  constitotiona  of  the  present  BhrehoU' 
ing  States  give  no  power  to  their  respective  LegidaiBw 
to  abolish  slavery  in  those  States,  and  that  nev  pover 
must  be  given  to  enable  these  Legislatures  to  aceompliih 
that  purpose. 

Conceding  that  the  gentlemen  who  have  msde  this  re- 
mark are  better  qualined  to  give  a  true  conttniction  d 
the  constitutions  of  their  respective  States  than  I  ani,Krf 
that  these  constitutions,  in  (act,  give  to  the  Legi«htum 
of  those  States  no  such  power,  I  still  contend  tint  \k 
fact  (if  it  be  such)  has  but  little  eflFect  on  the  prttwt 
question.  It  is  perfectly  undeniable  that  the  southm 
members  of  the  United  States  ccmvenlion  who  fnm 
the  constitution  knew  as  well,  when  that  instnimttj 
was  formed,  as  any  one  now  knows,  whst  the  riews  Md 
what  the  practice  were  in  the  northern  SUtes  of  ila 
confederacy  on  this  subject.  They  then  knew  thit,  «> 
the  northern  part  of  the  .country,  it  was  clearly  and  falli 
believed,  and  indeed  was  doubted  by  no  one,  thst  to- 
g^age  no  more  plain  and  explicit  than  the  cUuse  w* 
under  consideration  did  confer  the  power  on  tlie  seven 
Legislatures  to  abolisli  slavery,  without  any  other  mo- 
sent  of  the  owners  of  the  slaves  than  thst  which  ilKf 
gave  as  members  of  the  community,  when  they  foraw 
their  respective  constitutions,  or  when  they  entered  itjo 
their  respective  societies.  Having  this  knowledge  of  tfte 
views  and  the  practice  of  the  northern  Slates,  the  iMtb- 
ern  members  at  that  time  did  not  dissgrce  wiih  «» 
northern  in  opinion  on  this  subject;  or,  if  they  in  wj 
entertained  a  different  opinion,  they  gave  no  nouce « 
this  difference,  which,  as  fcr  as  the  present  qucstioflU 
affected,  would  be  the  same  thing.  . 

It  probably  will  not  be  denied  by  any  one,  thil  lie 
result  of  this  inquiry  will  be  the  same,  whether  it  ««r 
posed  that  the  same  opinion  was  entertained  by  the !«» 
bers  from  the  North  and  the  South  on  the  conitrucuw 
then  given  to  the  State  constitutions  at  the  North,  or  » 
there  was  a  difference  of  opinion  on  this  poin^  *^^. 
time,  and  the  difference  was  concealed,  or  not  expr^ 
notified,  by  the  southern  members  of  this  confedency 

Suppose,  for  the  sake  of  stating  clearly  the  »y""J^ 
(what  no  peraon  would  seriously  impute  to  the  B^ 
who  represented  the  southern  portion  of  the  co""";^ 
the  convention,  on  account  of  its  disingenuoo»n«f"»J^^j^ 
having  assembled  for  conference  apart  fromthcirn  ^^^ 


ern  associates,  they  should  have  held  this  '»"^*^'^jjj1, 
is  understood  at  the  North,  that  the  power  ^^  *r^ 
slavery  is  vested  in  their  Stale  Legislatures,  tnd  p 
them  by  lang^ag^  no  more  comprehensive  o'' •*'?'!*  jji 
that  by  which  this  constitution  gives  the  P^wer  »"^^g^. 
to  be  conferred  on  Congress  over  the  future  •J*}.^  .|^. 
ernment.  At  the  South,  this  is  understood  diWeren.^ 
We  believe  that  people  of  the  respective  Sw«  ^^ 
give  the  power  of  abolishing  slavery  in  so  m»ny  ^^^^ 
or  by  other  and  more  precise  langusge;  or  ^^,  .  ^f 
that  the  liberation  of  the  slaves  would  be  ^''^^^jj^^fm 
the  great  rule,  that  private  property  cannot  °^  ^^rj 
public  use  without  compensation.  It  is  "°\^'l  ]tii 
for  us  to  state  our  opinion  on  this  subject  ^^"^  '^^ 
not  necessary  for  us  to  state  to  the  people  of  tn  ^^  ^^^ 
that  we  think  their  ideas  of  justice  and  P»'°Pj  ^L  prie- 
subject  too  much  resemble  the  principles  ■"°.  Vi|y  con- 
t  ce  of  the  British  Government,  which  wc  """/^Jyen- 
demn.  When  they  shall  attempt  to  act,  m  ";  f^/p^i 
ment  of  the  district  to  be  ceded,  on  the  ssm^  P*^ 
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on  which  they  now  act  to  their  respective  State  Govern- 
ments, we  may  then  urg^  our  objections  to  their  princi- 
ples and  their  measures." 

This  is  as  favorable  a  statement  of  the  case  as  the  his- 
tory of  the  transactions  in  question  will  warrant.  On 
this  statement,  considering  the  North  and  the  South  as 
two  parties  to  the  constitutional  compact,  the  South  are 
bound  to  adopt  the  northern  exposition  by  every  system 
of  law  which  men  hold  sacred,  whether  moral,  honorary, 
municipal,  or  international. 

It  is  believed  that  no  part  of  this  statement  of  facts  is 
questionable.  The  views  of  the  northern  Slates  on  the 
subject  of  slavery,  and  the  power  to  control  it  by  the 
State  Le^slatures,  were  as  well  known  at  the  South 
then  as  now — as  well  known  as  that  there  were  northern 
States  in  existence.  If  tlie  difference  of  opinion  on  this 
subject  then  existed,  as  no  limitation  to  the  comprehen- 
sive lani^^l^e  was  introduced  into  the  constitution,  cer- 
tainly the  limitation  cannot  now  be  introduced  by  impli- 
cation. But  it  is  not  easy  to  perceive  any  good  reason 
for  believing  that  such  a  difference  of  opinion  did  then 
exist.  The  idea  of  this  implied  limitation  of  power 
comes  nearly  half  a  century  too  late. 

An  objection  to  the  existence  of  the  power  in  Con- 
gress to  legislate  on  this  subject  has  been  mentioned  by 
several  gentlemen,  in  the  course  of  this  debate  in  this 
House,  founded  on  the  construction  of  the  constitutions 
of  the  SUtes  of  Virginia  and  Maryland. 

It  is  thus  stated  by  a  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  PicKBss.]  That  gentleman  observes:  *<I  take 
higher  ground,  and  contend  that,  according  to  the  bill 
of  rights  of  Maryland,  and  the  constitution  of  Virginia, 
these  States  themselves  could  not  have  ceded  absolute 
and  unrestrained  power  over  private  property  of  any 
kind  in  this  District."  '*  If  Virginia  and  Maryland  had 
attempted  to  cede  absolute  power  over  this  subject,  they 
would  have  violated  the  rights  of  their  own  citizens." 

A  gentleman  [Mr.  Lkioh]  whose  high  intellectual  and 
moral  worth  tends  strongly  to  give  a  currency  to  his 
opinions,  even  on  questions  of  doubt  and  difEculty,  in 
an  argument  published  in  the  newspapers,  observes: 
*<  The  argument  for  ihe  power  of  Congress  I  understand 
to  be  this:  that  the  grant  to  Congress  of  the  power  of 
exclusive  legislation,  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  over  the 
District,  vests  in  Congress  all  powers  which  the  Legisla- 
tures of  Virginia  and  Maryland  may  rightly  exercise 
within  their  respective  jurisdictions."   Undoubtedly,  sir, 
Virginia  and  Maryland  neither  did  cede,  nor  could  cede, 
absolute  power,  nor  any  power  over  persons  of  any  de- 
scription, nor  private  property  of  any  description,  in 
this  District.     If  they  could  do  this,  the  absurdity  stated 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  would  follow.   A 
State  Government  might  cut  up  its  territory,  and  sell  that 
and  its  citizens  to  any  Government,  savage  or  civilized, 
on  earth*     Tliis  proposition  rests  on  a  principle  no  less 
clear  and  certain  than  that  Government  is  a  trust  not 
transferable — an  ageiicy  without  power  of  substitution. 
Precisely  so  far  as  either  of  these  States  should  attempt 
ti)  convey  any  power  of  legislation  of  any  kind  to  the 
General  Government,  so  lar  would  that  State  Govern- 
ment attempt  to  alienate  its  trust  or  agency.     So,  sir, 
with  great  deference,  I  contend  that  the  power  which 
Virginia  and  Maryland  might  have  exercised  over  this 
District  is  not  the  measure  of  the  power  which  Congress 
msy  exercise  here.     All  that  Virginia  and  Maryland 
could  do,  and  all  they  professed  to  ao,  as  to  power  over 
the  District,  was  to   relinquish  each  its  own  power. 
Most  manifest  it  is,  that  no  State  in  the  Union  could 
transfer  any  portion  of  its  power  to  the  United  States, 
or  to  an^  other  Government.     Unless  it  be  true  that  a 
relessor  of  property,  after  a  release,  made  without  con- 
dition or  reservation  in  the  instrument  of  release,  still 
retains  dominion  over  the  property  relc8^c<li  no  more 
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reference  is  to  be  made  to  the  constitutions,  or  laws,  or 
usages,  of  Virginia  or  Maryland,  than  to  the  constitu- 
tions, laws,  and  usages,  of  any  other  State  in  the  Union. 
All  the  power  which  Congress  possesses  is  derived 
through  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  from  the 
people  of  the  United  States— equally,  and  no  more  than 
equally,  with  the  rest,  from  the  people  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland.  It  is  a  contradiction  to  say  that  Congress 
shall  exercise  exclusive  legishition,  and  yet  that  the  laws 
or  constitutions  of  either  of  these  States  limit  that  power 
of  legislation,  or  are  in  any  way  binding  on  Congress. 
The  above-cited  provision  of  the  constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  it  is  contended,  is  "the  only  source,"  if  not 
*<  the  only  measure,"  of  the  power  of  Congress. 

The  act  of  cession  of  Virginia  contains  this  proviso: 
"  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  con- 
strued to  vest  in  the  United  States  any  right  of  pro|lertv 
in  the  soil,  or  to  affect  the  rights  of  individuals  therein." 
The  author  of  the  argument  above  cited  [Mr.  Liisa] 
contends  that  the  word  "  therein"  refers  to  both  mem- 
bers of  the  sentences  and  tlutt  the  sense  is  the  same  as  if 
it  had  been  written,  '*  any  right  of  property  in  the  soil 
therein,  or  to  affect  the  rights  of  individuals  therein." 

If  this  be  the  true  construction,  the.  citizens  of  Alex- 
andria have  still  the  right  to  be  represented  in  the 
Legislature  of  Virginia,  and  have  still  all  the  rigtits  which 
they  ever  enjoyed  as  citizens  of  that  Slate.  If  nothing 
in  the  act  of  cession  affects  the  rights  of  any  individual 
in  the  ceded  territory,  those  rights  remain  wholly  un- 
changed by  the  act,  and  Congress  for  many  years  has 
been  exercising  an  unwarranted  power  in  every  act  of 
legislation  over  this  District. 

The  resolutions  under  consideration  deny  all  power  in 
Congress  to  interfere  with  slavery  in  this  District. 

It  has  been  said,  '*if  we  are  deprived  of  the  free  xtBp 
of  our  property,  we  are,  in  effect,  deprived  of  our 
property." 

The  South  claims  to  hold  its  slaves  as  property,  with 
all  the  incidents  and  rights  pertaining  to  other  property. 
Be  it  so:  what  is  the  power  of  Congress  over  the  trade 
of  the  country  in  all  sections  of  the  Union?  Not  a  bale 
of  broadcloth,  not  a  hof^head  of  sugar,  not  a  cask  of 
wine,  no  article  of  necessity  nor  of  luxury,  can  be  intro- 
duced into  the  country,  but  by  observance  of  the  rules 
prescribed  by  Congress.  An  excise  is  imposed  and  col- 
lected on  the  sale  of  such  articles  of  domestic  growth, 
and  at  such  times  and  places,  as  Congress  chooses  to 
prescribe.  Acts  of  Congress  have  long  since  been 
passed  to  facilitate  tlie  sale  and  transfer  of  slaves  within 
this  District;  and  yet  it  is  contended  that  Congress  has 
not  the  constitutional  power  to  prohibit  the  making  this 
ten  miles  square  the  factory  of  slave  dealers  from  the 
southern  and  western  sections  of  the  Union.  Heretofore 
Congress  has  legislated  on  the  subject  of  the  transporta- 
tion of  slaves  from  one  State  to  another,  prohibiting  with 
much  particularity  certain  proceedings  with  them,  con- 
sidered injurious  to  the  community.  [Act  1807»  ch.  77^ 
(or  67.)  sec.  8,  9,  10|  act  of  1820.] 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  northern  States  are  required  to  in- 
terpose, by  legislative  enactments,  to  suppress  the  ef- 
forts of  the  abolitionists,  and  to  deliver  up  to  the  officers 
and  Governments  of  the  South,  for  trial  and  punishment 
at  the  South,  northern  citizens^  who  have  never  left  the 
limits  of  their  respective  States,  for  a  violation  of  a  law 
enacted  by  a  southern  Legislature.  Charges  of  a  grave 
character  are  made  against  the  whole  northern  section 
of  the  Union,  collectively,  imputing  to  that  portion  of 
the  country  insincerity  in  their  professions  of  regard  for 
the  peace  and  welfare  of  the  South,  because  they  have 
not  complied  with  these  requests. 

A  case  is  brought  into  notice  by  a  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Psttov,]  which  he  considers  and  urges 
as  »  CMC  supporting  this  heavy  Recusation  against  the 
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North,  and  as  a  vioUtinn  of  the  law  of  comitya  which 
every  independent  State  or  nation  it  bound  to  obaerve 
towards  a  neighboring  State.  The  case  stated  is  this: 
A  grand  jury  of  Alabama  prefers  an  indictment  against 
a  citizen  of  New  York,  who  has  never  entered  the  limits 
of  the  territory  of  Alabama,  for  the  commission  of  an 
alleged  crime  in  vioUiting  a  law  of  the  last-mentioned 
State.  The  Governor  of  Alabama  demands  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of  New  York  the  surrender  of  the  supposed  cul- 
prit to  the  Government  of  Alabama,  to  be  tried  by  the 
courts  of  the  last-named  State,  by  the  laws  of  the  same 
State,  and  for  a  violation  of  a  law  enacted  by  a  State  into 
whose  territory  the  offender  never  entered  until  trans- 
ported there  for  trial  and  punishment. 

The  bare  statement  of  such  a  claim  would  seem  to  be 
sufficient  to  place  it  in  its  true  light,  but  for  the  charac- 
ter and  stanaing  of  those  who  thus  come  forward  in  its 
support.  It  is  because  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  one  of 
the  States  in  the  Union  and  an  honorable  member  of  this 
House  urge  this  claim  on  the  North,  and  especially  be- 
cause a  refusal  by  one  northern  Governor  to  comply 
with  this  request  is  made  a  ground  of  criminating  the 
whole  northern  section  of  the  country,  that  gives  it  a 
claim  to  notice.    • 

lYbat  is  the  gp'eat  fundamental  principle  of  our  Gov- 
ernment? Is  it  not  that  the  people  shall  |fovern  them- 
selves' In  the  case  above  stated,  the  law  is  enacted  by 
a  Legislature  wholly  foreign  to  him  who  is  claimed  as  its 
subject.  The  legislator  is  in  no  way  nor  degree  amena- 
ble to  him,  or  to  those  who  are  said  to  be  subject  to  the 
law{  nor  have  the  latter.  In  any  way  or  degree,  given  to 
the  former  any  authority  or  power  to  control  their  con- 
ducK 

To  allow  this  principle  would  indeed  introduce  a 
strange  state  of  things.  The  highest  judicial  tribunals 
of  the  State  of  New  York  cannot  officially  underatand 
the  laws  of  another  Slate,  until  they  are  proved  aa  facts 
in  the  particular  case  in  which  they  are  to  be  applied; 
and  yet  the  most  uneducated  adult  person  in  the  State 
of  New  York  would  be  exposed  to  be  seized,  transported 
a  thousand  miles  from  his  home,  tried  for  a  breach  of 
one  of  those  laws,  which  the  judges  of  his  own  State 
cannot  know,  and,  it  may  be,  condemned  to  fine,  im- 
prisonment, or  death,  for  doing  an  act  which,  if  judged 
by  the  laws  of  his  own  State,  is  perfectly  innocent.  Mr. 
Speaker,  if  this  be  not  slaver;^,  I  will  acknowledge  the 
obligation  to  any  one  who  will  inform  me  what  slavery  is. 

There  are  many  provisions  of  the  constitution  mani- 
festly repugnant  to  the  claim  set  up  in  this  case,  but  it 
cannot  be  necessary  further  to  examine  the  subject. 

It  is  said  that  the  abolitionists  wish  to  abolish  slavery 
in  this  District,  in  order  that  they  may  have  a  proximate 
and  convenient  position  in  which  to  carry  on  their  future 
operations  against  the  South.  The  petitioners  are  rep- 
resented as  saying,  *<  give  us  whereon  to  stand,  and  we 
will  move  the  [southern]  world."  Any  person  casting 
his  eye  on  a  map  of  the  country,  and  noticing  the  length 
of  line  by  which  Virginia  and  Maryland  are  now  bounded 
by  non-fllaveholding  States,  will  probably  think  they 
must  be  miserable  engineers  to  suppose  this  little  spot 
of  ten  miles  square  can  afford  much -aid  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  tneir  plans.  The  abolition  of  slavery  in 
this  District  would  probably  have  very  little  effect  on  the 
slaves,  or  on  slavery,  in  any  of  the  States. 

Another  ground  of  complaint,  urged  by  seversi  gen- 
tlemen in  the  course  of  the  debate,  is  this:  It  is  said  that 
the  esssys  of  the  abolitionists  have  for  their  object  the 
excitement  of  uneasiness  and  discontent  among  the 
slaves,  and  that  their  tendency  is  to  produce  insurrection 
and  servile  war.  They  further  allege  that  the  writing 
and  printing  of  the  essays,  being  carried  on  within  the 
^imits  of  independent  States,  and  being  injurious  to  the 
rveholding  communities,  the  latter  communities  hare 


a  right  tp  complain  of  the  proceeding,  and  to  deond 
the  suppression  of  those  publications,  as  libelkwi  ud 
seditious  in  th^r  nature,  by  the  punishment  of  thdris- 
thors. 

This  complaint  deserves  serious  attention.   It  prtvf} 
for  consideration  questions  of  great  and  acknovledfc^ 
difficulty.     That  a  person  standing  on  one  lirleofilc 
line  between  two  States,  may,  in  various  way%  infiide 
injury  on  a  person  on  the  other  side  of  the  line,  and  thr 
the  guihy  part^  is  justiv  punishable  f  that,  hi  ntanjrcasn 
which  may  be  imagined,  be  ought  not  to  be  protected, 
and  would  not  be  protected,  in  any  well-ordered  StiU, 
would  seem  not  to  be  questionable.     Ahhocrgli  xhttast 
has  been  stated  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  to  prove  t]}< 
propriety  of  the  complaint  and  demand  above  sttteiii! 
does  not  seem  to  accomplish  the  purpose.    It  nmm 
still  necessary  to  inquire  how  far  the  pubrications  abon 
alluded  to  are  wrong  in  their  nature  or  tendency,  vA 
how  far,  if  wrong,  it  is  practicable  to  correct  the  wrwf . 
I  trust,  sir,  that  the  northern  Legislatures,  and  people 
generally,  desire  faithfully  to  observe  the  federal  coa- 
pact,  and  as  faithfully  to  perform  all  the  duties  of  gwd 
neighborhood.     Gentlemen  from  the  South,  I  nippo», 
willadmit  the  impropriety  of  asking  from  northern  Lege- 
latures  the  enactment  of'^laws  such  as,  under  likecireos- 
stances,  the  southern  Legislatures  would  refuse  to  »rc 
tion.     Obligations  of  the  kind  in  question,  if  thej  t^. 
arc  reciprocal.    It  is  said  that  the  principles  of  intcna!- 
tional  law  require  this  interposition  on  the  part  of  tte 
northern  States.    There  doubtless  arc  precedents,  ir 
great  abundsnce,  for  indictments  and  punishroenti  of 
real  or  supposed  seditious,  fiinatical,  and  treasooaWe 
publications.    The  eminent  scholar  and  philanthrops', 
Dr.  Channing,  the  pride  and  the  boast  of  his  countrrmro. 
one  of  the  great  lighU  of  the  age,  who  has  been  so  jx- 
culiarly  noticed  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Caroliw. 
[Mr.  PicxEKs,]  has  heretofore  written  several  f»J^ 
any  one  of  which  would,  under  the  reign  of  Henry  vu^ 
or  of  either  of  his  daughters,  have  carried  hint  to  'W 
stake.     The  pioneer  of  truth,  he  who,  in  adrance  of  w 
cotemporaries,  discovers  and  fearlessly  advocates  tne 
cause  of  truth,  will  of^en  find  that,  like  a  «oWier«i»" 
enemy's  country  in  advance  of  his  corpSt  he  «  ^\[ 
trating  on  himself  the  missiles  of  the  foe.    It » "^ 
enough,  however,  to  cite  precedents  in  distant  age?, 
in  countries  where  principles  of  government,  ^"v'J 
different  from  our  own,  arc  in  operation,    ^^^r^, 
to  avail  aa  authorities,  must  be  generally  approved  m* 
own  age  and  country.     One  case,  and  one  caae  °"v» 
been  cited  to  prove  this  law  and  practice.   It  is  *"^,   . 
of  the  indictment,  in  England,  of  Peltier,  on  tbecomptt-^ 
of  Bonaparte*B  minister.     The  gentleman  who  cites 
case  [Mr.  Hahmoud]  says  **  "  England,  ^hf'^."!! 
battles  have  been  fought  for  the  liberty  of  f^Z 
the  press  than  in  any  portion  of  the  world,  felt  °^^^^^ 
indict  a  journalist  for  libelling  her  p"***^  *"'^^ue  to 
enemy  of  the  whole  human  race— is  it  u''^**°"^  j{,b. 
ask  you  to  extend  the  same  justice  to  the  IJJJ'^j^Qflid 
dered  and  deeply  injured  people  of  the  South.    *   ,^^,5 
be  very  easy  to  adduce  almoat  any  number  ^'.Plf'j^j  for 
of  indictments  and  punishments,  found  and  mnic  ^^ 
libels  on  Governments,  or  for  seditious  writing««  ^  ^^^ 
such  precedents  exist,  by  no  means  proves  *•**.  j  (jj 
be  proved,  to  hy  a  just  foundation  for  the  co"'P",|,erB 
question,  which  is,  that,  at  the  present  dajTi  the  ^.^^^^^ 
States  would  themselves  prescribe  to  their  own  ^^^ 
such  laws  as  they  require  to  be  enacted  at  tne    ^^ 
In  the  above-cited  case  of  Peltier  it  ought  to  appw     . 
his  punishment  (if  sentence  had  been  awarded  an  ^^ 
ishment  inflicted)  was  approved  by  the  P"".?--.  jijte 
the  citizens  of  free  States.    The  gentleman  did  no    ^^^ 
whether,  after  a  deliberate  consideration  of  the  arp  ^^^ 
of  Peltier's  counsel,  he  thinks  his  punishment  ^om 
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been  approved  by  the  gentlemtn,  who  cited  the  caie» 
himself. 

Suppose  the  language  above  cited  from  the  gentle- 
man's gpeech  had  been  used,  not  in  public  debate,  but 
had  been  printed  by  him  in  the  reign  of  Bonaparte,  and 
application  had  been  made  by  Bonaparte's  minister  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States*  or  of  South  Caro- 
lina, to  institute  a  prosecution  against  him  for  the  words, 
as  libellous:  who  can  believe  that  the  application  would 
have  been  successful^  Yet  what  could  have  been  said 
of  that  tyrant  worse  than  that  **  he  was  the  enemy  of  the 
whole  human  race?"  I  do  not  mean  to  say  or  to  Intimate 
that  this  language  is  unjust.  Far  from  it.  Language 
of  like  import  was  used  concerning  him  by  persons,  and 
in  instances  innumerable,  in  every  State  of  the  Union, 
and  probsbly  in  every  month  from  his  accession  to  the 
throne  to  the  day  of  his  departure  for  St.  Helena.  A 
similar  statement  might  be  made  concerning  each  of  the 
successive  Governments  of  France,  for  many  years  sub- 
sequent to  1789.  What  remarks  have  we  heard  in  this 
debate  concerning  the  treatment  of  Ireland  by  the  Eng- 
lish Government^  Charges  of  tyranny,  of  oppression, 
of  unrelenting  crueltv,  have  been  uttend,  repeated,  and 
reiterated,  in  the  public  prints  of  our  country,  with  all 
the  force  and  in  all  the  forms  which  the  English  Ungusge 
can  supply.  While  this  language  has  here  been  used, 
numerous  insurrectidns  and  rebellions  have  broken  out 
and  been  suppressed,  with  more  or  less  bloodshed,  in 
Ireland.  Tet  who  has  heard  of  an  indictment  in  this 
country  for  a  libel  of  the  British  Government^  Would 
southern  juries  consent  to  indict  and  convict  their  fellow- 
citizens  for  this  liberty  of  speech  or  of  the  press,  as  an 
offence  at  common  Uw,  or  by  the  law  of  nstions^  Would 
southern  legislators  prohibit  the  utterance,  with  perfect 
freedom,  of  any  opinion  concerning  sny  Government  on 
earth?  The  members  of  the  holy  alliance  have  not 
always  been  spoken  of  as  perfectly  «  holy"  by  Ameri- 
cans.  Probably  no  one  here  has  been  very  apprehensive 
of  punishment  on  this  account. 

The  present  Chief  Magistrate  of  South  Carolina,  a 
gentleman  who  has  oAen  instructed  and  delighted  not 
only  his  auditors  in  this  hall,  but  the  people  of  this 
nation,  has  recently,  in  an  official  communication  to  the 
Legislature  of  his  State,  given  utterance  to  sentimenU 
which,  carried  to  their  legitimate,  practical  consequen- 
ces, would  produce  great  and  radical  changes  in  the 
Government  of  every  northern  State^and,  if  received  as 
true,  would  produce  as  much  discontent  among  the  in- 
habitanU  of  the  North  as  any  thing  which  has  been 
uttered  by  any  northern  abolitionist  could  produce  at 
the  South.  Now,  should  a  northern  man  ask  for  an 
indictment  against  any  citizen  of  South  Carolina  for 
uttering  similar  sentiments,  either  orally  or  in  print,  he 
would  be  thought  insane.  Yet  the  diflference  between 
the  two  cases  is  this:  In  one  case,  those  on  whom  the 
unfavorable  influence  is  to  be  exerted  cannot  generally 
read  any  thing  which  is  written,  whether  good  or  bad. 
In  the  other  case,  those  who  are  to  be  affected  can  read, 
and  do  habitually  read,  whatever  is  written  on  public 
afTairs.  In  the  one  case,  liberty  and  its  institutions  are 
brought  in  question;  in  the  other,  slavery  and  its  con- 
comitants are  the  subjects  of  discussion. 

An  instance  of  legislation  on  the  subject  of  seditious 
writings  has  occurred  in  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  What  w,as  the  opinion  of  that  law  generally  at 
the  South  need  Pdt  be  stated.  It  certainly  was  not  such 
as  to  render  it  probable  that  any  statute  regulation  of  the 
press,  as  far  as  expression  of  opinions  on  subjects  of 
public  interest  should  be  concerned,  would  soon  be  at- 
tempted. 

Could  any  Legislsture  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  for 
instsncf,  be  induced  to  prohibit,  by  statute,  the  most 
full  and  free  expression  ot  opinion  on  any  subject,  either 


of  politics,  morals,  or  religion.'  Could  the  Legislature 
of  that  State,  by  any  act  of  legislation,  succeed  in  pre- 
venting the  citizens  of  that  State  from  a  full  and  free 
expression  of  opinion;  or  deter  them  from  a  fearless 
discussion  of  any  subject  pertaining  to  the  public  wel- 
fare; or  hinder  their  advocating  any  plan  ror  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  greatest  good  of  the  g^atest  number, 
however  wild  or  heretical?  It  may  be  presumptuous  in 
an  inhabitant  of  another  State  to  express  an  opinion  on 
the  subject;  but  it  is  believed  they  could  as  easily,  by 
legislation,  exclude  the  tide  waters  from  their  own 
Chesapeake. 

1  have  thus  far,  Mr.  Speaker,  proceeded  on  the  sup- 
position that  the  abolitionists  are  wholly  In  error  in  their 
theory;  and  I  do  not  intend  at  present  to  discuss  the 
question,  whether  slavery  is  a  blessing  or  a  curse,  nor 
whether  the  abolitionists  be  fanatical  or  rational.  Sop- 
pose,  then,  that  there  is  an  opsque  body  at  the  North, 
*<  radiating  darkness"  on  the  regions  of  the  South,  and 
producing  unreasonable  discontent  in  a  portion  of  the 
inhabitants:  what  ought  to  be  done?  A  band  of  furies 
in  Paris,  in  the  reign  of  Robespierre,  were  hurrying  a 
victim  to  their  common  gallows,  (the  Isnlem  post,)  and 
were  about  to  execute  on  him  what  (in  some  sections  of 
our  country)  is  called  Lynch  law,  on  account  of  some 
real  or  supposed  heretical  opinion  on  the  subject  of 
government,  when  the  object  of  their  rsge  saved  his 
life  by  proposing  the  pertinent  question  to  those  who 
held  him  in  custody,  whether  they  expected  to  see  any 
better,  aAer  they  should  have  suspended  him  at  the 
lantern  post,  than  before? 

What,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  the  antagonist  principle,  or 
the  appropriate  corrective,  of  speculative  error?  Is  it 
physical  force?  Will  you  enact  a  bill  of  pains  and 
penalties  for  absurd  reasoning,  or  hypocritical  cant? 
Will  you  punish,  as  criminal,  false  inferences  in  regsrd 
to  factff,  in  newspapers  or  pamphlets'  The  practice 
would  be  new  in  this  country.  A  late  King  of  France 
tried  an  experiment  there,  within  a  few  years,  on 
the  freedom  of  the  press;  the  result  need  not  be 
stated.  It  is  universally  admitted  that,  in  this  country, 
there  are  newspapers  in  great  numbers  so  conducted 
that  their  statements  scarcely  afford  the  slightest  pre- 
sumption in  favor  of  their  truth;  yet,  for  the  sake  of  the 
incalculable  benefit  to  be  derived  on  the  whole  from  a 
free  press,  the  immense  evil  is  tolerated,  and  probably 
will  be  tolerated.  The  slander  of  individuals  depends 
on  different  principles,  and  will  be  punished  by  grand 
juries  and  traverse  juries.  Seldom,  however,  I  believe, 
will  an  attempt  be  successfully  made  to  punish,  by  in- 
dictment, any  one  fur  any  writing  professing  to  have  in 
view  the  advancement  of  the  public  good,  on  account 
of  its  seditious  nature  or  tendency.  I  do  not  mean  to 
assert  that  a  case  never  has  occurred  in  which  this  has 
been  judiciously  done,  nor  that  it  can  never  be  done 
hereafter;  but  it  does  seem  that  a  careful  examination  of 
the  cases  in  which  this  has  been  attempted  will  not  lead 
to  a  conclusion  very  favorable  to  them. 

What,  then,  is  to  be  done?  It  is  asked,  when  was 
fanaticism  put  down  by  reasoning'  I  answer,  that  it 
has  probably,  been  put  down  by  reasoning  as  often  as 
by  force.  If  honest  but  mistaken  men  are  to  be  oppo- 
sed, let  the  sword  lie  still  in  the  scabbsrd,  and  take  up 
the  pen.  Southern  gentlemen  will  not  distrust  their 
own  power  to  meet  argument  with  argument,  when 
truth  IS  on  their  side.  I  am  quite  sure  that  some  of  the 
southern  gentlemen  will  admit  the  inexpediency  and 
injustice  of  sending  a  man  to  become  cool  within  the 
wall*  of  a  prison,  merely  because  he  has  been  a  little  too 
much  heated  in  debate.  If  mere  fanaticism  is  in  ques- 
tion, the  most  effectual  antidote  is  neglect.  If,  in  two 
centuries,  there  has  been  but  one  insurrection  among 
the  slaves  of  the  South,  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that  gen- 
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tiemen  have  not  orer-eftifnated  the  dtn^r  to  be  appre- 
hended from  that  source,  in  consequence  of  any  essays 
to  be  sent  from  the  North.  The  southern  States  can 
make  such  provision,  as  to  them  shall  seem  expedient, 
for  the  punishment  of  any  person,  from  whatever  quarter 
■  of  the  world  he  may  come,  who  shall  be  found  attempt- 
ing to  instigate  their  slaves  to  insurrection  and  rebellion. 
If  an^  such  person  shall  suffer,  having  been  fairly  tried 
for  his  offence,  he  will  probably  suffer  with  little  more 
sympathy  than  others  excite  who  suffer  for  their  crimes. 

I  have  no  more  of  an  inclination  than  I  have  of  a  right 
to  dogmatize  on  this  threadbare  subject.  Perhsps  my 
views  are  wholly  wrong.  It  may  appear,  within  some 
few  months,  that  northern  legislators  will  find  no  diiB- 
culty  in  accomplishing  what  is  required  of  themi  or,  if 
they  should  meet  difficulties,  some  southern  statesmen 
may  suggest  a  method  of  obtaining  their  object,  which, 
upon  examination,  will  be  approved  by  the  public  voice. 
If  so,  all  frermen  will  rejoice  that,  at  length,  that  great 
desideratum  in  legislation  is  supplied — a  meth<^  of 
effectually  suppressing  the  licentiousness  of  the  press, 
without  infringing  its  liberty. 

It  it  readily  granted  that  it  is  scarcely  possible  for 
man  to  inflict  a  greater  evil  on  his  fellow-msn  than  is  in- 
flicted by  the  malicious  or  thoughtless  dissemination  of 
falsehood.  But  can  human  tribunals  so  distinguisli 
between  the  different  classes  of  writers,  as  to  send  one 
class  to  the  penitentiary,  and  give  due  rewards  to  the 
other?  That  this  can  in  no  inatance  be  done,  is  not 
affirmed.  The  experience  of  the  world  thus  far,  how- 
ever, would  seem  to  apply  to  this  case  generally  the 
mandate — « let  both  grow  together  until  the  harvest." 

Before  Mr.  Hoab  had  concluded  his  speech,  as  given 
entire  above, 

Mr.  GRENNELL  moved  an  adjournment,  but  gave 
way  for  the  Speaker  to  present  the  following  message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

WASHiKOToir,  January  30, 1836. 

Sib:  I  herewith  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives a  report  from  the  director  of  the  mint,  exhibiting 
the  operations  of  that  institution  during  the  year  1835. 

The  report  contains  also  some  very  useful  suggestions 
as  to  certain  changes  in  the  laws  connected  with  our 
coinage,  and  with  that  establishment,  which  are  recom- 
mended to  your  early  attention. 

Besides  some  remarks  in  it  on  the  progress  made  in 
the  erection  of  the  branch  mints,  and  procuring  nuichi- 
nery  therefor,  I  enclose  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasuiy,  submitting  more  detailed  statementa  as  to 
the  new  building^,  from  each  of  the  agenta  appointed  to 
superintend  the  erection. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
Hon.  Jas.  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  of  the  Bouse  of  RepreMetOaiiveM. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  message  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed;  and  then 

The  House  adjourned. 


FainiT,  Javuart  23. 

FORTIFICATION  BILL  OF  LAST  SESSION. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  rose  and  claimed  the  indulgence 
of  the  House  for  a  few  moments,  while  he  noticed  an 
attack  made  in  one  of  the  morning  Journals  [supposed 
to  be  the  United  States  Telegraph]  upon  himself.  He 
would  not  notice  it,  but  for  the  reason  that  it  was  an 
attack,  not  only  upon  himself,  but  also  upon  the  House, 
in  relation  to  a  question  now  before  the  Senate.  The 
paper  to  which  he  referred  stated  that  his  (Mr.  C's) 
published  remarks  upon  the  three  million  appropriation 


bill  were  not  made  till  aAer  the  adjoumiBent  of  Coe* 
gress,  or,  in  other  words,  that  they  were  never  nslei 
all.  At  this  time,  when  be  bad  higher  gane  m  nev, 
he  would  not  condescend  to  notice  this  stitemeot  it  4 
but  for  the  connderation  to  which  he  had  alluded.  Aid 
he  now  noticed  it  only  for  the  purpose  of  pronovteiw 
it  false,  and  to  state  that,  when  an  oppoHunity  officRd 
for  going  into  a  diseossion  of  the  loss  of  the  sppnpn* 
tion  bill  in  question,  tliere  would  not  only  be  ow,  i»t 
many,  of  both  partiea  in  this  House,  who  would  feel  tt 
their  duty  to  vindicate  the  proceedings  of  this  bod;  it 
relation  to  that  affair  from  any  reflections  whtdi  bl 
been,  or  might  be,  cast  upon  them. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  ADAMS  rose  and  said:  Mr.  Spetker, « 
connexion  with  this  subject,  I  desire  the  conaeni  of  tkt 
House  to  ofl<er  a  resolution  <  I  ask  that  it  may  be  rtid. 
The  resolution,  which  ia  in  the  following  terns,  wa 
then  read, 

Betohfedf  That  so  much  of  the  roeamge  of  the  Pn- 
dent  of  the  United  States  to  Congress  at  the  commeaN- 
ment  of  the  present  session  as  relates  to  the  ftihirt,  t 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  of  the  bill  containing  tk 
ordinary  appropriations  for  fortifications,  be  refentdtt 
a  select  committee,  with  instructions  to  inquire  iiUt 
and  report  to  this  House,  the  causes  and  circuostioce 
of  the  failure  of  the  bill. 
Objection  having  been  made, 
Mr.  MILLER,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  a  MispeusH 
of  the  rule. 

Mr.  VANDERPOBL  called  for  the  yessandnyioo 
that  motion}  which  were  ordered  by  the  House. 

And  the  question  on  the  motion  to  suspend  vis  thei 
taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmathre:  Teas  1S9,  ntys  6u 
So  the  House  determined  to  suspend  tbe  rale. 
Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  then  offered  tbe 
following  amendment  to  the  resolution: 

<»  And  that  the  said  committee  be  authorized  to  kk 
for  persons  and  papers." 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  proceeded.  That  part  oFtbe  ?t» 
ident's  message  which  relates  to  this  sabject  U  in  tbeie 
words: 

"  Much  loss  and  inconvenience  have  been  expenn- 
ced  in  conaequence  of  the  failure  of  the  bill  contiiwif 
tbe  ordinary  appropriations  for  fortiBcations,  vhicft 
passed  one  branch  of  the  national  Legislature  at  (be  M 
session,  but  waa  lost  in  the  other.  This  fiiilure  wu  (m 
more  reg^retted,  not  only  because  it  necessarily  int^r* 
rupted  and  delayed  tbe  progress  of  a  system  of  mtioou 
defence,  projected  immediately  after  the  last  vV'V 
since  steadily  pursued,  but  also  becsuse  it  eonUinni 
contingent  appropriation  inserted  in  accordance  vrt> 
the  views  of  the  Executive  in  aid  of  this  imporiuit  ob- 
ject, and  other  branches  of  the  national  defence,  v^ 
portions  of  which  might  have  been  most  usefully  tfp^ 
during  the  past  session.*'  . 

I  think  this  is  all  that  is  said  In  the  messas^e  upon  {K 
subject.  I  have  offered  the  resolution  for  the  appoi"^ 
ment  of  a  committee,  with  instructions  to  inquire  mtoiw 
report  the  facts  relatinjr  to  the  loss  of  this  bill,  prj^ 
pally  in  consequence  of  what  has  occurred  in  ^yT 
place  on  this  same  subject,  in  which  not  only  tbe»c» 
sUted  by  tbe  President  in  this  part  of  hia  message  wtc 
been  denied  to  be  true-^  ^ 

The  SPEAKER  (interrupting  Mr.  A.)  said  that  «»" 
sions  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  were  not  in  oron. 
It  was  indispensable  that  this  rule  should  be  obt^^^ 
order  to  preserve  harmony  between  tbe  two  brancfies 
the  Legislature.  ^^. 

Mr.  ADAMS  continued.    Mr.  Speaker,  I  »o>  p^ 


\y  disposed  to  observe  tbe  rules  esUblisbed  f^r  tbc^^^ 
tercourse  between  the  two  Houses  of  the  ^^f^^i^ 
and  I  will  go  no  further  in  relation  to  any  <(i"^JL 
has  taken  place  in  the  Senate  than  those  rules  autoon 
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Sir»  the  HoQfle  has  heard  me  say  that  I  ofTered  this  reso- 
lution in  consequence  of  what  has  occared  in  another 
place.  I  do  not  say  that  pkce  was  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States;  that  is  a  matter  which  arty  gentleman  in 
ihis  House  is  competent  to  determine  for  himself.  I 
say  this,  because,  although  I  am  fully  aware  that  any 
allusion  to  what  is  going  on  in  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  formal  rule  of 
the  House,  yet  it  is  perfectly  well  known  that  not  a  de- 
bate of  any  importance  occurs  in  this  House,  but  that  a 
practical  reference  and  allusion  is  made  to  it  in  the  Sen- 
ate; and  because,  however,  this  formal  rule  may  be  car- 
ried into  force  and  eflTect  upon  ordinary  occasions,  if  it 
is  not  to  be  subject  to  any  exceptions  whatever,  it  must 
take  from  me  the  possibility  of  stating  the  real  grounds 
upon  which  I  ask  for  the  appointment  of  this  committee. 
I  say,  therefore,  that  I  do  not  refer  nominally  to  what 
has  taken  place  in  the  Senate,  but  I  do  refer  to  what 
has  taken  place  elsewhere.  And  I  shall  proceed,  sir,  and 
continue  to  make  reference  to  what  has  occurred  in  that 
place,  so  long  as  it  shall  please  the  Speaker  and  the 
House  to  allow  me  to  proceed. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  merely  gave  the  intimation, 
that  no  reference  to  the  proceeding's  of  the  Senate  was 
allowed.    He  had  the  authority  before  him. 

Mr.  REED,  of  Massachusetts.   Will  the  Speaker  read 
his  authority.^ 

Loud  cries  of  ''order!  go  on!  go  on!" 
Mr.  ADAMS  continued.     Sir,  in  another  place — 
Mr.  MERCER,   of  Virginia,  called  to  order.     The 
member  from  Massachusetts  said  he  did  not  nominally  re- 
fer to  the  Senate.    If,  however,  he  did  so  intentionally, 
he  was  equally  out  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  could  not  anticipate  what  the 
member  from  Massachusetts  intended  to  say.  The  mo- 
ment he  made  a  remark  in  violation  of  the  rule,  the 
Chair  would  enforce  the  observance  of  it.  The  Speak- 
er here  read  the  rule  of  the  House  applicable  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  again  apprized  Mr.  A .  that  all  allusions  to  the 
Senate  were  out  of  order. 

Mr.  MERCER  desired  to  confine  the  attention  of  the 
Chair  and  the  House  to  the  language  already  used  by 
the  member  from  Massachusetts.  Now  was  the  time  to 
decide  whether  the  latter  gentleman  mieht  be  permitted 
to  proceed;  that  is  to  say,  whether  he  did  not  intention- 
ally allude  to  the  Senate^  although  not  so  nominally,  by 
using  the  word  "place"  instead  of  "Senate." 

The  SPEAKER  said,  before  a  decision  could  be  had, 
the  exceptionable  words  must  be  committed  to  writing. 
Mr.  MERCER  deferred  his  point  of  order  for  the 
present. 

Mr.  ADAMS  continued.   I  will  endeavor,  so  far  as  my 
humble  ability  will  permit  me,  to  avoid  any  collision,  not 
'    only  with  the  letter,  but  with  the  spirit  of  the  rule  to 
which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  appealed;  and  I 
will  transfer  the  location  of  the  "place"  where  these 
'    things  to  which  I  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  refer- 
ring have  happened,  from  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  (if  the  gentlemen  thinks  proper  to  fix  upon  the 
'     Senate  as  the  place  to  which  I  allude)  to  the  office  of  the 
I     "Nationallntelllgencer."    If  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia has  any  objection  to  that— 
i        Mr.  MERCER.     I  object  to  any  (]^uibbling  calculated 
to  produce  a  collision  between  this   House  and  the 
'     Senate. 

Cries  of  "  order!  order!"  after  which, 
f        Mr.  ADAMS  continued.     In  the  '•  National  Tntelligen- 

*  cer,"  the  newspaper  of  the  official  printer  of  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  (I  hope  I  am  not  out  of  order  in 

*  that,)  there  is  published  a  report  of  proceedings  which 
have  taken  place  in  a  certain  quarter;  and  in  that  paper 

'      1  find  it  charged,  not  only  that  the  statement  in  the  mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  which  I  bad 


the  honor  to  read,  was  untrue,  but  that  the  failure  of  the 
appropriation  bill  was  not  caused  in  the  Senate;  that  it 
did  not  fail  there,  but  that  it  failed  in  another  House. 
Where  was  that,  sir?  Was  it  this  House?  No,  sir;  that 
House  exists  no  longer;  but  it  was  in  this  hall;  and  this 
House,  which  is  now  here,  consists  in  a  very  great  meas- 
ure, of  the  identical  individuals  who  composed  that 
House.  One  hundred  and  fort^  members  of  that  House 
are  also  members  of  this;  and  in  the  "National  Intelli- 
gencer" I  6nd  it  charged,  not  only  that  the  failure  of 
this  bill  was  owing  to  the  fault  of  that  House,  but  "that 
it  died  there,  and  that  there  its  bones  are  to  be  sought." 
I  find  it  also  charged  that,  in  the  process  of  losing  that 
bill,  and  in  the  introduction  of  that  portion  of  it  which 
caused  its  failure,  the  most  violent  attacks  ^ere  com- 
mitted upon  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  by  the 
President  and  by  that  House,  in  conspiracy  together. 
Sir,  it  is  admitted,  upon  all  hands,  I  believe,  and  upon 
all  sides,  that  the  failure  of  that  bill  was  occasioned, 
materially,  by.  the  introduction  of  a  section  in  which 
three  millions  of  dollars  were  appropriated,  under  the 
circumstances  in  which  the  country  then  found  itself, 
for  the  defence  of  the  country;  and  the  President  tells 
us  that  the  failure  of  that  appropriation  bill,  and  of  that 
particular  item  of  appropriation,  is  now  a  subject  of 
great  inconvenience  to  the  people  of  this  country. 
Upon  this  subject,  sir,  an  issue  has  been  taken  in  the 
"National  Intelligencer."  That  issue  involves  not  mere- 
ly the  President  of  the  United  States,  but  it  involves 
this  House. 

Sir,  there  is  an  additional  reason  why  I  wish  for  a 
committee  to  inauire  into  this  matter.  That  reason,  in 
itself,  I  hope,  will  be  sufficient  inducement  forever}*  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  who  feels  his  own  honor  implicated  in 
the  charges  against  it,  to  call  for  this  investigation,  to 
have  the  subject  exposed  before  the  nation,  and  to  show 
where  the  failure  is  to  be  truly  charged.  I  have  re- 
peatedly said,  in  this  House,  that  [  consider  the  first  duty 
of  every  branch  of  the  Government  is  to  harnionize  with 
every  other  branch  in  the  transaction  of  the  business  of 
the  people;  that  the  first  duty  of  every  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  is  to  support  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  to  support  the  Executive  Government 
of  the  country  in  every  measure  belonging  properly  to 
its  high  office,  in  every  measure  in  which  the  judgment 
of  the  individual  acting  can  support  the  proceedings  of 
the  Executive.  I  have  repeatedly  said  that,  in  like  man- 
ner, it  was  equally  his  duty  to  support  the  measures 
which  pass  in  theother  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  that 
this  duty  is  reciprocally  obligatory  upon  the  Senate  and 
the  House  of  Representatives.  This  i  have  always  con- 
sidered as  the  first  duty  of  evtry  person  concerned  in 
the  administration  of  the  Government,  whether  in  the 
legislative  or  executive  branches.  There  is  another 
subsequent  duty,  by  which  each  of  these  three  branches 
is  made  a  guai^ian  and  sentinel  over  the  acts  of  the 
other,  and  in  which  it  may  be  their  duty  (and  a  painful 
one  it  most  be  at  all  times)  to  oppose  any  measure,  be  it 
of  the  Executive  or  the  other  branches  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, which  they  ma^  think  inconsistent  with  the  consti- 
tution, or  with  the  interests  of  the  people.  Harmony 
between  the  two  branches  of  the  Legislature  is  of  ex- 
treme importance;  harmony  between  the  legislative 
branches  and  the  Executive  is  scarcely  less  important. 
Now,  sir,  in  the  transactions  of  that  day,  or  rather  of 
that  night,  circumstances  occurred  between  the  two 
branches  of  the  Legislature,  which  I  deem  proper  ob- 
jects of  inquiry  for  a  committee  of  this  House.  I  allude 
simply  at  tliis  time  to  two  of  them  which  relate  to  this 
very  bill.  This  appropriation  of  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars for  the  defence  of  the  country  was  inserted  in  the 
general  appropriation  bill,  by  an  amendment  proposed 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Cambbelbito,] 
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propofed  in  coniequence  of  a  retolutton  which  bad 
paMed  unanimouily  in  ihii  Houw  the  night  before*  and 
in  which  the  Houw  decbred,  by  that  unanimous  vote, 
<«  that  the  execution  of  the  treaty  of  the  4th  of  July, 
1831,  with  France,  should  be  insisted  on."  It  was  well 
known  to  every  member  of  this  House,  and  I  believe, 
also,  it  was  known  to  every  person  in  the  city  out  of  this 
House,  that  the  appropriation  of  three  millions  of  dollars 
was  introduced  into  the  appropriation  bill  in  conse- 
quence of  the  vote  which  hsd  passed  the  night  before. 
It  is  well  known  (and  I  see  the  faces  of  a  hundred  per- 
sons who  know  it  as  well  as  I  do{  for  they  were  present 
at  the  debates  which  took  pisce,  and  which  occupied  a 
week,  or  nearlj^  ten  days,  before  that  vote  was  taken) 
that  that  Resolution,  which  Bnally  passed  by  a  unanimous 
vote,  was  contested  in  the  most  ardent  manner,  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  give  occasion  for  a  war.  If  you 
fook  to  that  resolution  as  it  pasted,  and  to  the  resolutions 
which  were  offered  as  substitutes,  you  will  perceive  that 
the  resolution  was  debated  with  the  most  extreme  ani- 
mation, and  that  it  was  opposed  and  resisted  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  bring  the  nation  into  a  war.  Well, 
sir,  under  these  circumstances,  altliough  the  House  did 
not  give  just  occasion  for  war  by  the  adoption  of  that 
resolution,  how  was  it  possible  for  statesmen,  looking  to 
the  interests  of  their  country,  not  to  perceive,  from  the 
opposition  and  resistance  which  had  been  nude  previous 
to  the  unanimous  vote  on  the  resolution,  that  tliose  argu- 
ments, being  conjectural,  and  looking  into  future  events, 
might  possibly  be  correct  {  and  that  it  was  proper  and 
rigtit  that  this  country  should  be  put  upon  its  defences, 
and  into  an  attitude  to  meet  and  sustain  the  resolution 
which  they  had  unanimously  pasurd?  This  is  the  ground 
upon  which  that  item  of  appropriation  was  introduced 
into  the  general  appropriation  bill  upon  the  last  day  of 
the  session.  And  why  upon  the  last  day?  Because  it 
was  only  on  the  night  before,  nearly  at  midnight,  thst 
the  vote  had  passed;  not  a  single  day  was  to  be  lost.  In 
all  this  debate  in  the  "  National  Intelligencer"  there  is 
no  more  trace  of  such  a  resolution  passing  this  House, 
than  if  it  had  never  existed;  no  more  trace  than  could 
be  found  on  the  Journal  of  the  Senate  of  what  they 
would  have  done  to  defend  the  country,  or  to  insist  upon 
the  execution  of  the  treaty.  Now,  in  this  debate  in  the 
National  Intelligencer,  1  find  a  prodigious  display  of 
eloquence,  to  show  that  it  was  unconstitutional  to  intro- 
duce this  section,  appropriating  the  three  millions,  be- 
cause it  had  not  been  recommended  by  the  President. 

Mr.  MERCER  called  to  order. 

JLoud  cries  of  ■'  go  on!"  *'go  on!" 

Mr.  HARDIN,  of  Kentucky,  hoped  the  gentleman 
would  withdraw  his  point  of  order,  and  permit  the  mem- 
ber  from  Massschusetts  to  be  heard  to  the  last. 

Mr.  MERCER  gave  in  writing  the  exceptionable 
words,  namely,  that  it  had  been  contended  that  the 
*'  section  appropriating  the  three  millions  was  unconsti- 
tutional," &c.,  thus  referring  to  a  late  debate  in  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States.  He  made  this  call  to  order 
with  great  regret.  In  the  present  position  of  this  coun* 
try,  it  was  of  great  importance  to  preserve  comity  and 
harmony  in  the  intercourse  between  the  two  Houses. 
In  the  present  crisis  of  our  affairs,  this  was,  more  than 
ever,  of  indispensable  importance. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  words  objected  to  would 
be  read;  the  member  using  them  might  deny  them,  and 
then  the  House  would  decide  whether  they  were  the 
words  or  not.  Did  the  member  from  Massachusetts 
deny  them? 

Mr.  ADAMS.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  expres- 
sed a  great  aversion  to  quibbling  on  this  subject,  and  in 
order  to  avoid— 

Cries  of  "order!" 

Mr.  PARKER  said  that  the  avenues  of  the  House 


were  so  crowded,  and  the  noise  so  great,  thstbecMU 
not  hear  what  was  going  forward. 

The  SPEAKER  insisted  on  members  rettioinftbeir 
seats. 

•  Mr.  AD.\MS.   Do  I  understand  that  the  Spetkerofe 
upon  me  to  say  whether  those  are  my  words  or  not' 

The  SPEAKER.  Such  is  the  course  prescribed  \ij 
the  rules. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  say  then  that,  in  order  to  keeppe^ 
fectly  within  the  rules,  I  did  some  time  sfodoifff 
with  any  possibility  of  the  application  of  my  reonrbta 
the  Senate  of  the  United  Sutea,  by  transferring  thenti 
the  •<  National  InteUi(rencer."  I  did  not  ny,  ifl reed 
lect  right,  althou^  m  the  warmth  of  debste  I  cuutf 
remember  every  single  expression  I  have  used,  thittili 
publication  in  the  **  National  Intelligencer"  vu  i  ^ 
bate  in  the  Senate.  I  said  there  was  a  report  of  i  ^ 
bate  in  that  paper,  and  that  I  referred  to  vhitncr 
charge  there  was  in  that.  I  therefore  wish  tiuttbe 
correction  may  be  made,  that  the  words  "Senate of i!i« 
United  Statea"  may  be  stricken  out,  so  thst  there  sn 
not  be  on  the  minutes  any  formal  allusion  to  the  Senie. 

Mr.  MERCER  recapitulated  the  substance  of  Hr 
Adams's  words,  as  they  were  understood  by  himself. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  the  gentleman  from  Virgmii  W 
arrived  at  his  meaning,  but  not  at  his  words. 

The  SPEAKER  called  to  order. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  wished  to  say  a  word.  He  (U 
on  recollection,  remember  that  he  had  introdoced  tbe 
word  ■  *  Senate"  In  his  observations,  but  it  vu  not  in  rdh 
tion  to  any  thing  now  passing  in  the  Senate.  He  ill» 
ded  to  what  occurred  at  the  last  session  of  Coofes 
and  such  allusion  as  this,  he  considered,  came  witha 
the  compass  of  the  rule.  He  bad  as  much  ri; ht  to  refer 
to  what  occurred  at  the  last  session,  as  he  hid  to  i^ 
circumstance  in  history.  If  not,  he  roost  retract  U 
words,  and  say  these  things  occurred  eliewherr.  He 
had  no  recollection  of  using  the  word  ■*  Senate,"  or  U 
referring  to  it,  except  as  to  what  occurred  at  the  last » 
sion;  and  what  occurred  then  was  now  on  tbe  jourv 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  MERCER  said  that  if  the  member  from  lii» 
chusetts  intended  to  refer  exclusively  to  the  procen; 
ings  in  the  Senate  of  the  last  scssioo,  be  (llr.  x-, 
would  withdraw  his  point  of  order. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  was  extremely  unforiuoite J 
not  being  able  to  make  himself  understood.  He  did  iw 
say  that  he  referred  exclusively  to  the  bst  leiaon « 
Congress;  he  said  he  did  not  name  the  Senate,  attef»' 
objection  made  by  the  member  from  Virginiit  ^ 
what  was  doing  at  this  time.  As  to  what  had  been  done 
now,  he  referred  to  what  appeared  in  tbe  <*  loteliige"' 
cer,"  let  it  be  where  it  might.  In  the  Senate  or  tf! 
where  else.  But  he  did  allude  to  whst  took  pu« 
in  the  Senate  the  kst  session  of  Congress;  and  » "j 
miffht  not  do  thii.  he  had  aa  well  ait  down  QUietlJ  >*" 


might  not  do  this,  he  had  as  well  sit  down  ^^^KZ^ 
take  the  vote  upon  his  resolution;  for  it  sppesi^t  !][]||j 
what  was  done  at  the  last  session,  that  tbe 
question  was  connected  with  the  subject 


lioittl 


tion. 


Mr.  MERCER  renewed  his  point  of  order. 

Mr.  WISE  hoped  the  gentleman  from  M»is»:yto 
would  be  permitted  to  proceed,  in  order  or  oat  w 
der.    If  ever  there  was  a  time  when  the  •n»'«"J: 
ought  to  be  told,  touch  whom  it  might,  the  Senatei 
House  of  RepresenUtives,  the  President  of  tl^  ^ 
States,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  W»y*  ^ 
Means,  or  any  other  person,  now  was  that  uwf-     i 
the  House  have  a  fair  chance  now  to  hear  the  tru»ir 
he  begged  that  every  gentleman  would  be  pertniueo 
tell  all  he  knew,  and  of  whom  he  knew  it.  •] 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  objectionable  wordi  ^^ 
be  read;  which  having  been  done. 


2269 


OP  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


Jax.  33,  1836.] 


JFMiJkaiion  Bill  ofLaat  Seision, 


2270 

[H.  OF  R. 


The  SPEAKER  nid  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts had  deeUred  that  these  were  not  his  precise  words, 
and  the  question  for  the  House  to  determine  was,  whe- 
ther they  were  the  words  or  not;  and  then  the  Chair 
would  decide  on  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  MERCER  inquired  if  the  member  from  Massa- 
chusetts desired  to  alter  the  words,  as  written  down. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  Tes(  strike  out  every  word  in  which 
1  am  represented  as  alluding  to  a  present  debate  in  the 
Senate.     I  allude  to  the  "  National  Intelligencer." 

Mr.   REED,   of  Massachusetts.     To  whose  speech 
does  the  gentleman  allude? 
Loud  cries  of  **  order!  order!" 
Mr.  HARDIN  rose  to  say  something,  but  the  House 
called  loudly  for  order,  and 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  that  gentleman  was  out 
of  order. 

Mr.  HARDIN.     Oh!  very  well,  Mr.  Speaker,  but  I 
wiH  be  heard  some  time  yet. 
•* Order!"  "order!'* 

And  the  question  was  then  put,  *<  Are  the  words  re- 
duced to  writing,  the  words  spoken  by  the  member 
from  Massachusetts?" 

ly  hereupon,  the  House  decided  that  they  were  not 
the  words  spoken;  and  so  there  was  no  question  of  or- 
der before  the  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  proceeded.     Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  as- 
sure this  House  that  my  object,  in  the  resolution  I  have 
now  offered,  is  precisely  the  same  with  that  which  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  han,  with  sincerity  I  doubt  not, 
offered  as  his  motive  for  endeavoring  to  arrest  me  in  my 
address  to  the  House.     It  u  my  wish  to  restore  harmo- 
ny between  all  the  departments  of  this  Government, 
not  only  between  this  House  and  the  Senate,  but  also 
between  both  Houses  of  Congress,  if  possible,  and  the 
executive  department.      For,  let  me  now  say,  that  if 
ever  there  was  a  time  when  harmony,  perfect  and  com- 
plete, between  the  different  departments  of  this  Govern- 
nient  was  necessary,  that  time  is  the  present.    The 
people  of  this  countrv  call  for  it;  the  interests  of  the 
nation  demand  it;  and  this  is  my  motive  for  submitting 
the  resolution  before  you.     Sir,  I  trust  that  if  this  House 
will  indulge  me  with  the  appointment  of  the  committee 
I  demand,  that  committee  will  have  it  in  their  power  to 
report  that  all  the  charges  which  have   been  made 
against  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  last  seision 
of  Congress  are  utterly  groundless  and  unfounded.     Be- 
lieving that  such  will  be  the  result,  in  the  appointment 
of  this  committee,  I  hope  that  it  will  contribute  to  re- 
store the  harmony,  which  can  no  longer  exist  under 
present  circumstances,   between  the  two  branches  of 
the  Legislature  of  this  country.     The  restoration  of  that 
harmony  depends  upon  the  vindication  of  the  honor  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress; for,  if  that  vindication  cannot  be  made  complete, 
1  see  no  prospect  of  any  harmony  between  this  House 
and  the  other  at  the  present  session  of  Congress,  and 
more  especially  upon  that  mo^t  important  of  all  subjects 
before  us,   our  relations  with  a  foreign   Power — the 
question  of  peace  or  war. 

Sir,  the  foundation  of  ray  resolution  is  entirely  defen- 
sive; its  object  is  to  vindicate  the  late  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives from  reproaches,  such  as  I  believe  to  be  ut- 
terly undeserved.  It  is  difficult  for  me  to  reconnect 
together  the  train  of  thoughts  which  1  was  presenting 
to  the  House  at  the  time  I  was  interrupted;  but  I  will 
come  to  one  or  two  points,  which,  I  believe,  require  to 
be  elucidated,  in  order  to  restore  harmony  between  the 
two  Houses.  Whilst  giving  the  history  of  the  introduc- 
tion of  that  section  fur  the  appropriation  of  the  three 
millions,  I  assigned  the  cause  for  it,  and,  in  assigning  the 
cause,  [  said  that,  in  the  multitude  of  reproaches  as  to 
the  unconstitutionality  of  the  proceedings,  both  of  the 


Executive  and  the  House  of  Representatives,  at  the  last 
session,  one  of  the  great  charges  was,  that  the  House 
inserted  this  appropriation  without  a  recommendation 
from  the  Executive.  This,  sir,  was  the  great  basis 
upon  which  was  founded  that  burst  of  patriotic  indigna- 
tion and  eloquence,  which  would  rather  have  seen  an 
enemy  «  battering  down  the  walls  of  this  Capitol"  than 
have  ag^ed  to  this  appropriation  for  the  defence  of  the 
coimtry.  Sir,  only  one  step  more  was  necessary,  and 
an  easy  step  it  was,  for  men  who  would  refuse  an  ap- 
propriation, even  in  the  terms  and  under  the  specifica-* 
tions  in  which  that  was  proposed,  if  the  enemy  were  at 
the  gates  of  the  Capitol — I  say,  there  was  only  one  step 
more,  and  that  a  natural  and  easy  one— to  join  the  ene- 
my in  battering  down  these  walls. 

[At  this  stage  of  Mr.  A's  remarks,  there  was  a  loud 
burst  of  applause  from  every  part  of  the  House.  The 
Speaker  called  upon  the  House  to  aid  him  in  the  pres- 
ervation of  order,  and  remarked  that  such  an  innova- 
tion of  the  rules  and  dignity  of  the  House  had  not  been 
known  for  the  last  ten  years.] 

Mr.  A.  continued.     Sir,  1  pass  from  that  subject  to 
the  incidents  which  occurred  in  the  passage  of  that  bill. 
I  have  stated  that  this  section  was  introduced,  from  abso- 
lute necessity,  upon  the  very  last  day  of  the  session,  be- 
cause it  was  the  consummation  of  the  unanimous  vote 
of  the  preceding  day;  which,  in  the  opinion  of  many 
reflectmg  ihen,  and  even  of  those  who  voted  for  the  res- 
olution, might  probably  lead  to  hostile  measures,  and 
might  compel  the  country  to  appropriate  all  its  re- 
sources to  the  purposes  of  its  own  defence.    This  was 
the  foundation  upon  which  tlie  appropriation  was  intro- 
duced into  the  bill.     And  are  we  now  to  be  told  that 
this  and  the  other  House  must  not  appropriate  money 
for  the  defence  of  the  country  unless  upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Executive?    Why,  sir,  the  Executive 
has  told  you,  in  his  message,  that  this  appropriation  was 
perfectly  in  accordance  with  his  views,  and  that  decla- 
ration is  made  the  ground  of  the  charge  of  unconstitu- 
tional conspiracy  and  ihan- worship  upon  the  part  of  this 
House,   for  consenting  to  that  appropriation.     Where 
was  the  possibility  of  a  recommendation  from  the  Exec- 
utive of  all  the  estimates  to  be  made  from  the  Depart- 
ment, of  all  the  messages  and  communications  from  this 
to  the  other  House  of  Congress,  to  demand  these  three 
millions?    The  resolution  of  the  House  passed  the  day 
before;  that  resolution  was  passed  in  consequence  of  a 
communication  from  the  Executive,  and  was  the  act  of 
this  House,  upon  the  recommendation,  and  in  further- 
ance of  his  views,  as  expressed  in  his  communication  to 
Congress.      What,   sir,   is    the  meaning  of  all   these 
charges  of  man-worship?    Am  1  a  man-worshipper  of 
the  President?     I  appeal  to  the  conscience  of  every 
ikun  irt  this  House.     1  voted  for  that  appropriation   in 
the  bill;  and  if  there  is  one  act  in  which  I  glory  more 
than  another  in  my  life,  it  is  the  vote  I  gave  on  that 
occasion.     Am  I  chargeable  with   man-worship  for  so 
voting?    Sir,  in  the  repeated  occasions  which  I  had  to 
address  the  House  on  this  sut^ect  whilst  before  it,  I 
certainly  did  take  the  liberty  of  differing  with  the  Ex- 
ecutive in  relation  to  certain  measures  proposed  by  him. 
This  House  differed  from  the  Executive;  this  House  did 
not  adopt  the  measures  recommended  by  the  Executive. 
But  this  House,  and,  thank   God,  the  people  of  this 
country,  have  done  homage  to  the  spirit  of  the  Exetu- 
tive  which  suggested  the  measures  they  did  not  approve. 
Now,  1  repeat  again,  why  is  it  that  this  House  must  be 
charged  with  man-worship  and  unconstitutional  conspi- 
racy with  the  Executive  of  the   United  States,  because 
they  passed  an  appropriation  for  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars for  the  defence  of  the  country,  at  the  time  when 
there  was  believed  by  roaiw  to  be  imminent  danger  of 
war,  without  a  message  from  the  President,  and  tsti* 
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mates  from  the  Departments^ — when  it  was  well  known 
that  the  resolution  passed  upon  the  last  day  previous  to 
the  day  on  which  the  session  was  to  close,  and  when 
this  very  appropriation  was  proposed,  instead  of  another 
resolution,  founded  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
Executive?  If  you  will  look  to  the  journal,  you  will 
find  that  the  present  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  at  that  time  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  at  that  time  gave  notice  to 
the  House  and  to  the  world,  that,  instead  of  the  resolu- 
tion founded  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Execu- 
tive, he  should  propose  this  very  appropriation  of  three 
millions  of  dollars. 

We  are  told  in  the  newspaper  that  no  one  knew  any 
thing  of  the  matters  that  it  was  not  known  till  afterwards. 
No,  sir,  nothing  that  passed  in  the  House,  more  especial- 
ly going  to  defend  the  honor  of  this  country,  was  known 
to  a  certain  party  of  another  House «  nothing  of  that 
kind  had  been  done  there.  In  tliat  place  there  tiad  been 
abundant  evidence  shown  upon  their  journals  that  they 
would  not  do  any  thing  which  had  the  recommendation 
of  the  Executive.  If  you  look  to  the  journal  of  that 
year  to  find  a  syllable  of  what  they  thought  should  be 
done  for  the  interest  of  the  country,  you  will  look  in 
vain,  or  you  have  better  eyesight  than  1  have. 

Here  is  a  fact  as  regards  the  relations  of  the  country 
with  France  at  that  time;  there  were  two  systems  of 
policy,  or,  rather,  three.  There  Were  the  measures 
recommended  by  the  Executive.  (I  may  refer  to  these 
matters  now,  because  they  are  matters  of  history.)  In 
another  place,  there  were  resolutions  passed,  very  ex- 
plicitly declaring  that  they  would  not  do  what  tl\e  Exec- 
utive recommended;  but  there  was  no  resolution  saying 
what  they  would  do{  there  was  no  resolution  having  any 
allusion  to  a  question  with  a  foreign  Power.  This  is  not 
to  be  found  upon  their  journal.  In  this  House  a  differ^ 
ent  course  was  pursued.  This  Houw  did  not,  under 
the  influence  of  man-worship,  adopt  the  specific  recom- 
mendation of  the  Executive,  but  it  adopted  that  unani- 
mous resolution  to  show  that,  although  the  specific  rec- 
ommendations of  the  Executive  did  not  meet  their 
views,  yet  that  the  rights  of  the  cotmtry  and  the  execu- 
tion of  the  treaty  were  to  be  insisted  on.  Well,  sir,  in 
another  branch  of  this  building  it  seems  it  was  not  even 
known  what  was  doing  in  this  House,  and  we  are  told  now 
that  they  knew  nothing  about  this  resolution  of  the  House 
which  had  passed  unanimously,  there  bcing21f  approving 
ayes  recorded  on  your  journal. 

That  resolution,  sir,  was  the  cause  of  the  appropria- 
tion; and  1  believe  that  in  the  impartial  estimate  of  the 
people  of  this  country,  and  of  posterity,  it  will  be  found 
a  sufficient  cause  for  the  appropriation  of  the  money  for 
the  eventual  defence  of  the  country,  notwithstanding 
that  there  were  no  estimates  from  the  Departments,  and 
no  formal  declaration  of  the  Executive,  betwixt  the  2d 
of  March  at  12  o'clock  at  night,  and  the  3d  of  March  at 
8  o'clock  in  the  evening,  when  that  resolution  was  pro- 
posed. The  simple  statement  of  the  fact  that  the  ap- 
propriation arose  from  the  vote  of  the  House,  knocks 
to  the  ground  the  whole  scaflTulding  against  it,  that  it 
was  not  recommended  by  the  Executive.  I  ask,  where 
is  the  objection  now?  All  the  eloquence  and  indigna- 
tion and  horror  of  the  violation  of  the  constitution, 
of  the  conspiracy  with  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  man-worship  on  the  part  of  this  House, 
are  all  gone;  not  a  shadow  is  lef^.  But,  sir,  it  is  not 
an  unnatural  thing,  in  looking  for  motives  for  public 
actions,  to  imagine  that  this  diversity  of  policy  on  the 
part  f)f  the  House  was  by  no  means  welcome  in  the 
other  part  of  this  building,  for  the  reason  that  the  course 
taken  by  this  House  in  the  face  of  the  nation  was,  with- 
out qiiesiion,  a  declaration  that,  in  another  place,  there 
had  nut  been  sufficient  attention  paid  to  the  rights,  honor. 


and  interest  of  the  country.  The  force  and  power  of 
this  resolution  was  felt.  What  was  the  coiucqueoce' 
We  did  vote  the  appropriation;  and  if  that  rote  could 
have  had  any  effect  abroad  on  the  foreign  country  upoo 
whose  action  all  was  depending,  to  suslsio  the  booor 
and  rigiits  of  this  nation,  the  failure  of  the  bi&  nt 
equally  calculated  to  destroy  any  effect  which  tfattv^ 
might  produce. 

Well,  sir,  the  three  million  appropriation  was  reccirri 
in  the  Senate  in  a  most  unfortunate  temper.  I  mr 
apeak  of  that,  sir,  and  beg  to  refer  to  the  proceedigf& 
In  the  first  place,  a  motion  was  made  for  the  three  nj- 
lions  in  this  House  at  seven  or  eight  o'clock  in  the  ere- 
ning:  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  upon  it— there  ns 
little  objection  made  to  It  here.  It  was  understood  br 
the  whole  House,  upon  both  sides,  that  the  propostiR 
was  in  consequence  of  the  resolution  the  night  belbre, 
and  that  tliat  was  the  foundation  of  the  appropratioL 
There  was  not  a  syllable  of  objection  made  here,  on  !k 
ground  that  no  recommendation  from  the  President  o; 
estimates  from  the  Department  had  been  received.  Nd 
man  rose  to  object  to  it  on  this  ground.  All  knew  tin! 
was  the  real  cause  of  the  proposition;  that  it  vis  ^ 
vqte  uf  the  previous  night;  for  notice  had  beenf^Weob; 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  ReUtioos,  i 
withdrawing  his  resolution,  that  measures  ought  to  be 
taken  to  put  the  country  into  a  state  of  defence,  va 
was  the  resolution  for  which  was  substituted  the  t^p- 
priation  of  the  three  millions,  explicitly  confined  toi 
contingent  necessity,  intended  to  provide  sgatB^j^ 
possibility  of  an  enemy  battering  down  the  walls  of  i» 
Capitol.  I  said,  sir,  that  the  propontion  was  receirtf 
in  another  pUce  in  a  bad  temper.  Now  for  the  authontj 
the  resolution  appears  on  the  journal  of  this  Hou«i " 
follows:  . 

••  Jfut  be  U  further  enaeied.  That  the  sum  of  three  a^ 
lions  of  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropratee. 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  app 
priated,  to  be  expended,  in  whole  or  in  part,  under  IK 
direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes,  for« 
military  and  naval  service,  including  fortifications  in 
ordnance,  and  increase  of  the  navy;  provided  wch  «• 
penditure  should  be  rendered  necessary  for  the  defeiKt 
of  the  country  prior  to  the  next  meeting  of  Congress. 

This  was  the  object.  War  this  House  squtndcnflf 
the  public  money  when  they  made  this  appropratw^ 
No,  sir.  But  will  it  be  said  that  this  spproprat^w 
might  have  been  abused^  Well,  sir,  when  the  co^ 
is  invaded,  when  the  country  has  an  enemy  at  her  w^ 
it  is  a  sorry  objection  to  make  to  an  »PPr?P"fJ°"jJjj 


defence,  that  it  might  possibly  have  been  abusd 
a  sorry  objection  to  say,  that  you  have  no  co""/*^"^ 
the  man  at  the  head  of  your  Government,  that  he  t 
apply  the  money  to  the  proper  purpose.    I  had  no » 
objection.     I  did  believe,  in  the  honesty  of  my  "^ 
that  if  an  occasion  had  arisen  for  the  cxp^<^'^"?f  ,i]«e 
money,  it  would  have  been  faithfully  expended  lor^ 
purposes  for  which  it  was  devoted  by  this  ^o***'^.^^ 
whatever  may  be  my  opinion  of,  or  my  relations     • 
the  head  of  this  Government,  I  hope  the  »«n^'"T 'j,i 
which  I  voted  for  the  appropriation  cannot  be  cD«i 
to  man-worship.  ,^ ;, 

Upon  this  appropriation  109  names  arc  r^^^  ^ 
the  affirmstive;  and  of  this  number  my  own  nam* 
recorded  as  the  first.  And  if  all  the  «cmbers  oi^^ 
House  are  here  present,  there  arc  seventy-two  ^  ^ 
men  who  now  hear  my  voice,  whose  '**"J^*  f.*  tiicj 
recorded  for  it.  Are  they  man-worshippers?  ^^^ 
conspirators  against  the  constitution  of  the  United 
with  the  President,  or  any  other  human  be»n?' °. j|„|t 
ciation  of  human  beings?  If  we  »»«t  1  W"*"! JJce irf 
those  who  charge  us  must  bring  some  other  ^^'^  u  of 
the  fact  before  they  will  be  believed  by  the  ^ 
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this  couDtiy,  or  by  impartial  posterity.  And.  sir,  among 
those  seventy-two  names,  I  recognise  some  whole 
opinions  by  no  means  accorded  with  those  of  the  Execu- 
tive, or  with  those  of  the  majority  in  this  House— names 
of  men  who,  if  they  were  capable  of  any  thing  like 
man-worship,  which  I  do  not  believe,  it  would  not  be 
for  the  present  tenant  of  the  executive  mansion,  but  for 
some  other  men,  even  for  men  who  now  make  this 
charge  agvnst  them. 

1  said  that  this  section  of  the  bill  was  received  in  a 
had  temper  in  the  Senate.  There  was  a  burst  of  indig- 
nation and  of  eloquence  against  this  appropriation;  and 
the  Senate  immediately  disagreed,  with  very  little  de- 
bate, I  believe.  They  sent  their  disagreement  to  this 
House.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  know  that  I  appeal  with 
certainty  to  your  recollection  as  the  then  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  when  I  say  that 
upon  this  disagreement  you  did  me  the  honor  to  ask 
me,  as  I  had  voted  for  the  bill  and  the  appropriation, 
what  the  House  should  do?  and  that  I  said  that  I  should 
vote  for  receding,  because,  with  the  temper  which  pre- 
vailed elsewhere,  I  was  satisfied,  if  we  did  not  recede, 
that  the  whole  bill  would  be  lost.  That  was  my  opinion; 
and  that  was  the  occasion  upon  which  it  will  be  found 
upon  the  journal  that,  after  the  Senate  bad  first  dis- 
agreed, my  name  is  found  changed,  so  far  as  to  vote  to 
recede.  I  did  so  vote,  as  1  here  declsre  in  the  face  of 
the  country,  not  because  I  meant  to  recall  the  vote  [ 
had  given,  but  solely  under  the  impression  which  I  say 
I  believed,  and  then  communicated  to  the  chairman  of 
.the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  that,  if  the  House 
did  not  recede,  the  whole  bill  would  be  lost.  Now,  as 
the  object  of  the  bill  was  for  an  appropriation  of  the 
same  kind  as  ordinary  appropriations  for  the  defence  of 
the  country,  and  believing  it  impossible  to  gain  the  as- 
sent of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  as  it  then  stood,  I  was  un- 
willing to  hazard  the  loss  of  the  whole  bill,  and  I  agreed 
to  give  up  the  three  millions.  A  motion  in  this  House 
was  made  to  recede;  and  although  my  vote  was  given  in 
favor  of  receding,  yet  such  was  not  the  sense  of  the 
House.  Upon  that  motion,  the  vote  stands  87  yeas, 
against  110  nays,  being  two  or  three  more  than  voted 
for  the  original  proposition,  and  from  which  I  voted  to 
recede.  The  sense  of  this  House,  therefore,  was  strong, 
earnest,  and  repeated. 

How  was  the  bill  treated  in  the  Senate.^  How  was  it 
treated  in  the  Senate  ?  Sir,  the  next  communication  which 
the  House  received  was,  that  the  Senate  adhered  to 
their  disagreement.  Adhered!  Every  man  knows  that, 
in  the  process  of  intercourse  between  the  two  Houses, 
adhering  is  the  last  term  in  the  disagreement,  and  that 
it  is  scarcely  ever  recurred  to  except  as  a  challenge  of 
defiance  to  the  other  House  to  persist.  What  is  its  con- 
sequence? It  is,  that,  by  the  vote  to  adhere  to  that  sin- 
gle section,  the  Senate  does  substantially  say  to  this 
House,  «take  back  your  appropriation,  or  lose  your 
hill,"  and  that  at  the  earliest  stage  at  which  they  could 
pass  such  a  vote. 

It  is  well  known  to  every  man  in  this  House,  who  has 
experience  in  these  matters,  that  this  vote  to  adhere 
.never  is  passed  between  the  two  Houses  in  a  good  tem- 
per. It  is  always  coQsidered  as  a  gauntlet  thrown  upon 
the  floor  as  a  challenge,  which  says,  "there,  lose  your 
bill,  or  do  what  we  think  right." 

As  I  adduce  this  circumstance  as  evidence  that  the 
appropriation  was  received  in  bad  temper,  I  think  my- 
self called  upon  to  prove  what  I  state,  that  this  is  not 
the  ordinary  and  courteous  mode  of  communication  be- 
tween the  two  Houses.  Mr.  Jefferson's  Manual,  under 
the  title  of  *<  Amendments  between  the  two  Houses," 

says: 

'*  When  either  House  [t.  e.  the  House  of  Commons] 
sends  a  bill  to  the  other,  the  other  may  pass  it  with 
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amendments.  The  regular  progression  in  this  case  is, 
that  the  Commons  disagree  to  the  amendment;  the  Lords 
insist  on  it;  the  Commons  insist  on  their  disagreement; 
the  Lords  adhere  to  their  amendment;  the  Commons  ad- 
here to  their  disagreement.  The  term  of  insisting  may 
be  repeated  as  often  as  they  choose,  to  keep  the  ques- 
tion open."  The  term  * 'insist"  (continued  Mr.  A.)  is 
the  courteous  and  decorous  term:  one  House  insists 
upon  its  own  view,  the  other  upon  its  own,  and  then  a 
committee  of  conference  is  appointed.  The  Manual 
goes  on  to  say: 

"  But  the  first  adherence  by  either  renders  it  neces- 
sary for  the  other  side  to  recede  or  adhere  also,  when 
the  matter  is  usually  suffered  to  fall;"  that  is  to  say, 
(continued  Mr.  A.,)  that  when  both  Houses  adhere,  the 
bill  is  lost.    The  Manual  then  says: 

"The  term  of  insisting  was  certainly  (in  1679)  a  hap- 
py innovation,  as  it  multiplies  the  opportunities  of  try- 
ing modifications  which  may  bring  the  Houses  to  a  con- 
currence. Either  House,  however,  is  free  to  pass  over 
the  term  of  insisting,  and  to  adhere  in  the  first  instance. 
But  it  is  not  respectful  to  the  other." 

Now,  sir,  I  adduce  this  as  an  evidence  that  the  appro- 
priation was  received  in  the  other  House  ia  bad  temper. 
The  Senate  did  not  take  the  ordinary  course  of  insisting 
upon  their  disagreement  and  asking  a  conference,  or 
insisting  and  giving  an  opportunity  for  this  House  to  in- 
sist and  ask  a  conference.  The  Manual  says  it  is  usual 
to  insist  three  or  four  times,  sooner  than  come  to  this 
disrespectful  mode  of  communication. 

This,  sir,  is  the  practice  of  the  British  Parliament;  we 
know  it  is  the  practice  here;  we  know  that  if  the  Senate 
send  here,  and  the  House  determines  to  have  no  commu- 
nication whatever,  thev  do  sometimes  adhere.  !  know 
not  a  single  instance  of  the  kind.  When  a  thing  is  so  in- 
herently odious  that  the  House  will  not  listen  to  it,  they 
send  it  in  this  form  to  the  Senate.  The  Senate  does  the 
same  thing  under  similar  circumstances;  but  I  doubt 
whether  another  instance  can  be  found  in  which,  at  so 
early  a  stage,  the  Senate  has  adhered.  No,  sir,  it  was 
a  special  odium,  a  bad  odor  >ith  which  this  appropria- 
tion was  recieved  in  that  House,  which  induced  them  to 
draw  the  sword  and  throw  away  the  scabbard,  and  they 
adhered  to  their  refusal  to  appropriate.  But,  sir,  not- 
withstanding that,  on  the  adiierence  of  the  Senate,  the 
natural  feeling  (which  I  confess  was  in  my  bosom)  was, 
that  the  House  should  adhere  also;  and,  although  a  mo- 
tion to  that  effect  was  made,  yet  so  anxious  was  the 
House  to  pass  the  bill,  that  they  did  not  adhere.  Thev 
passed  over  the  uncourteous  and  disrespectful  proceed- 
ing of  the  Senate,  and  they  neither  adhered  nor  receded; 
but  they  insisted  again,  anid  they  asked  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  of  conference,  to  which  the  Senate 
agreed.  When  that  airreement  was  made,  the  hour  of 
13,  by  the  real  time  of  the  night,  had  already  passed; 
not  by  a  few  minutes,  but,  according  to  my  recollection, 
by  nearly  half  an  hour.  When,  I  say,  the  conferees 
were  appointed,  that  clock,  to  be  sure,  (pointing  to  the 
clock  abovethe  Speaker's  chair,)  whoever  bsd  the  man- 
agement of  it  had,  so  far  as  a  clock  could  show,  the  pow« 
er  of  Joshua,  who  commanded  the  sun  and  moon  to 
stand  still.  But  that  was  not  the  power  to  which  old 
Time  submitted;  he  moved  along,  not  regarding  the 
hands  of  this  or  any  other  clock. 

Well,  sir,  the  committee  of  conference  went  out,  and 
the  conferees  of  the  House  on  that  committee,  I  am 
bound  to  believe,  felt  constrained  very  reluctantly  to 
consent  to  a  reduction  of  this  appropriation  to  1800,000, 
and  thus  this  dreadful  conatitutional  conspiracy  all  melt- 
ed down  to  a  single  question  of  dollars  and  cents— 
whether  ^,000,000,  or  only  #800,000  should  be  appro- 

{>riated  for  the  defence  of  the  country  in  case  of  abso- 
ute  necessity.    The  appropriation  wu  made  positive» 
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insteftd  of  beings  contingent  upon  a  necessity  not  certain 
to  come*  and  it  was  confined  to  two  objects  of  perma- 
nent or<Unary  appropriation,  still  leaving  the  possible  con- 
tingent danger  unprovided  for.  I  sav,  sir,  I  believe  the 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  House  bad  been  constrain- 
ed to  accede  to  this  reduction,  for  the  same  reason  for 
which  I  bad  myself  voted  to  recede  from  the  approprt- 
ation  itself,  and  that  was,  to  saVe  the  bill.  But,  sir, 
when  that  committee  returned,  this  House  was  no  more; 
it  was  a  lifeless  corpse.  A  friend  and  colleague  of  mine, 
now  in  my  view,  remarked  indeed  that,  if  it  was  dead,^  it 
was  the  noisiestjdead  body  be  had  ever  seen  or  heard  of, 
and  he  said  truly.  It  was  so,  but  it  was  neveHheless 
dead  dtfaetoi  and  your  journal  will  ahow  that,  from  that 
time,  it  was  impossible  to  form  a  quorum.  Just  be- 
fore that,  not  only  a  quorum,  but  a  very  large  quo- 
rum, had  been  found;  and  I  say  this,  because,  among 
the  charges  made  in  the  **  National  Intelligencer," 
I  find  a  contrasted  view  in  which  the  extreme  assiduity 
of  the  members  of  the  Senate  upon  this  last  day  of  the 
session  is  compared  with  that  of  the  House,  where  busi- 
ness was  not  transacted  for  want  of  a  quorum;  and  that 
circumstance  is  much  dwelt  upon.  But  why  was  the , 
House  without  a  quorum?  Because  there  were  at  least 
some  sixty  or  seventy  members  who,  being  conscien- 
tiously convinced  that  they  were  no  longer  representa- 
tives of  the  people,  refused  or  forbore  to  answer  to  their 
names.  Tour  journal  will  show  that  motion  alter  mo- 
tion was  made  to  ascertain  if  there  was  a  quorum;  your 
journal  will  show  that  one  of  the  members  of  this  House, 
[Mr.  GiuiXB,]  upon  a  call  of  the  yeas  and  nays,  declined 
to  answer,  upon  the  ground  that  the  House  was  not  in 
existence;  and  your  records  will  show  that  no  motion  was 
made  to  resort  to  the  rules  of  the  House  in  order  to  com- 
pel him  to  vote. 

Sir,  Ifoust say,  in  csndor,  that  f  was  not  one  who 
believed  that  the  powers  of  this  House  expired  at  mid- 
night. I  held  a  different  opinion,  and  I  then  expressed 
It.  More  than  two  hours  after  the  hour  of  midnight,  I 
here  stated  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  two  years'  duration 
of  Congress,  and  the  four  years'  duration  of  the  office  of 
President  of  the  United  States,  was  from  the  time  of 
the  day  at  which  the  President  of  the  United  States  was 
inaugurated,  and  the  time  at  which  the  House  first  com- 
menced its  operations— say  the  hour  of  noon  on  the  4th 
of  March.  This,  I  believe,  is  the  true  construction  of 
the  constitutional  term  of  two  years;  but  it  is  a  constitu- 
tional Question,  and  it  is  not  for  me  to  judge  of  the  mo- 
tives of  others  who  conscientiously  believed  that,  af\er 
midnighty  they  no  lon|per  held  in  their  hands  the  trust 
which  had  been  committed  to  then.  This  was  the  case 
with  many  of  the  members,  and,  as  a  proof  of  It,  I  refer 
to  a  vote  taken  a  few  moments  before  the  want  of  a 
qaonim  was  diseovered.  Upon  the  last  bill  which  had 
passed,  (the  Cumberland  road  bill,)  the  question  was 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  there  appeared  ninety-four 
members  voting  in  the  affirmative,  and  eighty  in  the 
negative,  making  a  total  of  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
four  votes.  One  hundred  and  twenty-one  members 
constitute  a  majority  of  this  House;  and  I  say  this  in 
vindication  of  this  House  upon  one  of  the  charges  to 
which  it  has  been  subjected — of  negligence  to  do  busi- 
ness  to  such  a  degree  as  not  to  have  a  quorum.  Witbin 
ten  minutes  of  the  dissolution  of  this  House,  there  were 
one  hundred  and  seventy-four  members  voting;  and  the 
want  of  a  quorum  was  not  in  consequence  of  members 
not  being  here,  but  because  they  conscientiously  be- 
lieved that  they  no  longer  had  a  right  to  act  as  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  people.  He  recollected  the  particular 
instance  of  an  honorable  member  from  Georgia,  a  man 
as  stble,  as  conscientious,  upright,  and  intelligent,  as 
any  member  of  that  House  or  the  present,  who,  being 
called  upon,  refused  to  answer,  and  gave  as  a  reason  for 


refusing  to  answer,  that  be  was  no  longer  a  repremh- 
tive  of  the  people;  and,  when  the  vote  wsi  Uken,  he 
left  his  seat,  and  went  out  of  that  door,  from  vliichhe 
never  returned.  I  speak  of  Mr.  Gilmer,  of  Georjii. 
At  the  time,  then,  when  there  appeared  sn  sbKnceoF 
a  quorum,  it  was  not  that  there  was  not  an  tmpt;  sai- 
eient  number  of  meml>ers  to  vote  so  long  as  they  ihwgkt 
it  their  right  to  vote,  but  from  the  eonsctcntioutconTtdki 
of  so  large  a  number  as  reduced  the  remsmdcr  toWs 
than  a  quorum,  that  they  bad  no  longer  a  rig^bt  tovoif. 
because,  at  the  very  next  calling  of  the  yeu  snd  lajj^ 
the  whole  number  that  appesfed  to  ansver  to  iba 
names  was  one  hundred  and  thirteen,  bein;  axty  tf 
seventy  names  less  than  the  previous  vote  hsd  Aovn. 

Sir,  after  that  took  place,  the  committee  of  .coofereia 
returned  from  the  Senate  to  this  House.  No  repit 
WM  made  upon  the  oonferenoe  to  this  Houie,  indtbe 
reason  assigned  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  tu, 
that  there  was  no  House.  The  yess  and  njn  veie 
called,  and  it  appeared  that  no  quorum  could  be  forneii 

I  have  said,  nr,  that  it  was  not  my  opinios  tbit  tk 
constitutional  powers  of  Congress  expired  st  mldBifiit 
on  the  3d  of  March;  and  it  becomes  a  question  of  sooe 
importance,  because,  if  this  were  so,  you  would  \aiit  n 
continued  Government.  Every  two  years  tbere  woiU 
be  twelve  hotira  during  which  tbere  would  beaoiitff- 
regnum,  a  vacuum,  an  anarchy,  in  which  no  Con^« 
the  United  States  existed.  And  worse  than  tlut,  upn 
the  same  principle,  at  the  expiration  of  the  termorier- 
vice  of  the  Presklent  of  the  United  SUtes,  you  ««« 
again  have  twelve  hours  of  interregnum,  of  anrd^* 
before  the  President  elect  was  inaugurated  in  hisoiiiee. 
1  believe,  therefore,  that  the  two  yesrs'  dontiona 
Congress  and  tbe  four  years'  duration  of  the  preiideoiw 
term  commence  from  noon,  tbe  time  of  tbe  tosQgon<"' 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  tb«  tine « 
which  the  first  Congress  asKmbled  to  cxubmkv^^ 
ofiemtions  under  the  constitutiop.  There  i*"^ 
said  upon  this  subject  in  the  constitution  of  the  Uotttf 
States;  it  cannot  be  made  a  question  of  cosstHstiov 
hkw.  What  is  the  amount  of  the  term  of  two  yean^  ^ 
would  be  difficult  to  prove  astronomically  tlist  two  yeini 
computed  from  the  4th  of  March  at  noon,  expiw^n 
two  years  on  the  3d  of  March  at  midnight;  there  t(h« 
be  a  chasm  of  twelve  hours.  The  time  at  which tojf 
shaH  commence  and  terminate  is  a  matter  V^^^^ 
bitrary  and  conventional.  Some  nations,  in  their  en 
computations,  have  commenced  the  day  at  wnnie,saK 
at  sunset,  some  at  midnight,  and  tome  at  noon.  Do>" 
all  navigators,  and  individuals  engaged  in  tbe  openMS 
of  astronomy,  compute  tbe  dsy  from  noon  to  n^^^,^ 
ry  navigator  knows  this.  The  principle,  once  eiUb&nj 
could  be  attended  with  no  inconvenience,  'J*'**?! 
computation  from  noon  to  midnight  mutt  ^"^  vl 
everv  two  years  to  a  sokition  of  continuity  w'J'T 
houn  by  the  non-existence  of  a  House  of  R^P*^ 
tives,  and  once  in  every  four  years  to  an  »"*f  "*,TC 


or  vacancy,  in  the  office  of  President  of  t'»«J2* 
States;  and  emergencies  might  arise,  mightt  P^"|2 
even  be  precontrived,  in  which  either  of  *^**  PIT 
would  be  attended  with  great  national  in«»nreniff^* 
Now,  astronomically  speaking,  if  y(»  oiott  come  ^ 
definite  conclusion,  1  should  say  that,  ^^1^  \^ 
Congress  met  at  noon  on  the  4th  of  March,  I^^*^ 
years  from  that  time,  at  noon,  the  Congress  JJ^'^JJS 
to  exist;  and  so  on  up  to  the  present  time.  ^^"*v^ 
Governments  are  always  guarded  with  every  p^ 
care  against  the  solution  of  continuity— their  ''"J  j^,|j-, 
die.  It  would  be  a  radical  defect  in  every  n^.^ 
Government  not  to  be  invested  with  simiitf  f^^r 
mortality;  the  office  always  filled,  however  «".«?  IJ;^ 
cumbent  might  be  changed.  Such  is  my  ^^'^^ 
if  the  Hoiiw  had  concurred  with  me,  I  would  wrc 
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here  until  noon  of  the  4th  of  March.    But  luch  wu  not 
the  opinion  of  a  large  number  of  the  memben.    It  was 
their  opinion  that«  when  the  hour  of  midnight  arrived, 
(making  some*  and  no  trifling  allowance  for  the  differ- 
ent indications  of  different  timepiecea— probably  more 
than  half  an  hour — and  willing  to  do  that,  some,  per- 
haps, more,  and  lome  leas,  when  the  time  could  no 
lunger  be  doubted,)  thejr  believed  they  had  no  right  to 
vote.    But  all  that  allowance  of  time  bad  paned,  and  it 
waa,  in  my  opinion,  at  least  one  o'clock  before  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  conference  returned  to  this 
House.    Well,  sir,  it  was  understood  to  be  a  fact,  and 
much  discussion  has  sppeared  in  the  newspapers  respect- 
ii^  it,  that  at  the  time  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
or  conference  returned,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  had  left  the  Capitol,  declaring  that  he  would 
receive  no  further  communication  from  Congress,  be- 
cause he  considered  that  the  constitutional  term  of  that 
Congress  had  expired.    Sir,  I  believe  this  to  be  true, 
and  that  he  did  not  leave  the  Capitol  till  very  shortly 
before  one  o'clock,  if  it  was  not  quite  one.     What  was 
doing  in  this  House  at  the  time  must  have  been  known 
to  the  members  of  the  Senate,  if  they  had  seen  fit  to  take 
the  pains  to  learn.    It  was  well  known  to  all  here  that, 
after  this  time,  no  quorum  could  be  formed.    No  vote 
could  be  had — none  was  taken — the  Houne  was  de  facto 
dead,  however  noisv.    In  this  state  of  things,  after  the 
House  had  expired,  and  after  it  was  a  lifeless  corpse, 
equally  impotent  for  aggression  or  defence,  there  came 
a  message  to  this  House  from  the  Senate.     And  what 
was  it?    I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  it. 

[The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

*'  Resohedt  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  honorable 
the  House  of  Representatives,  respectfully  to  remind 
the  House  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference 
appointed  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
on  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  respecting 
the  fortifications  of  the  United  States."] 

Mr.  A.  continued.  Mr.  Speaker,  as  one  of  the  oldest 
members  of  this  House,  and  as  being,  from  your  official 
character,  the  guardian  and  vindicator  of  the  honor  of 
this  House,  I  ask  you  if,  in  your  experience  in  the 
legislation  of  this  country,  you  have  any  recollection  of 
such  a  message  passing  between  this  House  and  the 
Senate  ?  A  message  reminding  the  House  of  their  duty ! 
unding,  the  House  of  what  they  were  to  do!  remind- 


remi 


ing  the  House  of  that  particular  business  which  it  wss 
their  duty  to  take  up  and  pass  upon!  Turning  from 
you,  sir,  1  ask  the  oldest  member  m  this  House,  I  ask 
the  youngest  member  in  this  House,  whether  he  has  any 
recollection  of  such  a  message  passing  between  the  two 
Houses,  in  his  experience?  Any  recollection  of  such  a 
message  from  the  House  to  the  Senate,  or  from  the 
Senate  to  the  House?    I  pause  for  a  reply. 

I  hear  none,  siri  and,  under  these  circumstances,  I 
take  upon  myself  the  responsibility  of  saying  that  no 
auch  message  bad  been  recorded  on  the  journals  of  the 
two  Houses  since  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  has 
existed.  What,  sir,  one  of  the  two  Houses  of  the  Legis- 
lature turning  task-master  to  the  other!  to  teach  them 
their  duty!  Why,  sir,  we  read  in  Holy  Writ  of  a  judge 
of  Israel  who  undertook  to  teach  the  men  of  Succoth, 
and  it  was  by  scourging  them  with  the  briers  of  the 
wilderness;  and  this  waa  precisely  such  a  feature.  Here 
are  the  briers  of  the  wilderness  sent  in  a  message  from 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  to  teach  this  House 
what  they  are  to  do,  and  what  are  their  duties.  I  dwell 
upon  this,  sir,  because,  if  there  is  to  be  any  such  thing 
as  harmony  between  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  in  the 
discbarge  of  their  duty  to  the  people  of  this  country,  I 
hope  this  resolution  will  stand  a  solitary  warning  and 
monument,  never  to  be  repeated.  I  hope  that  no  such 
meawge  will  ever  go  from  this  House  to  the  other,  for 


it  is  not  the  province  of  this  House  to  remind  the  other 
of  its  duty.  I  hope  that  this  House  will  always  under- 
stand the  courtesy  that  is  due  from  one  public  roan  to 
another,  and  from  one  public  body  to  another,  suffi- 
ciently to  suppose  that  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
knew  themselves  what  was  their  duty,  and  would  dis- 
charge it  accordingly. 

I  have  said  that  no  such  example  exists  on  the  records 
of  the  journal  of  the  two  Houses.  There  are,  I  am 
aware,  instances  in  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  of 
such  messsges,  and  they  are  referred  to  in  the  same 
Manual  of  Mr.  Jefferson.  This,  sir,  is  the  passage, 
under  the  head  of  Messages: 

*<  When  a  bill  is  sent  by  one  House  to  the  other,  and 
is  neglected,  they  may  send  a  message  to  remind  them 
of  it." 

Mr.  A.  proceeded.  But,  sir,  even  there  the  impro- 
priety of  such  a  message,  in  all  cases  inexpedient,  and 
as  an  act  of  the  grossest  discourtesy  from  one  House  to 
another,  is  noted s  and  it  is  said:  **  But  if  it  be  mere  in- 
attention, it  is  better  to  have  it  done  informally,  by  com- 
munications between  the  Speakers  or  members  of  the 
two  Houses." 

This,  sir,  is  the  practice  in  England.  Now,  this 
communication,  in  the  first  place,  presupposes  that  the 
House  to  be  reminded  had  neglected  the  business;  and 
the  only  case  in  which  the  Manual  says  it  is  practised  in 
England,  is  where  one  House  neglects.  Sir,  I  have  re- 
ferred to  the  authorities  in  Hatsell  and  Gray,  set  down 
in  this  Manual,  for  the  instances  adduced;  and  I  find  that 
the  last  instance  of  such  a  message  passing  between  the 
two  Houses  of  the  British  Parliament  was  in  the  vear 
1731,  one  hundred  and  fifteen  years  ago;  and  in  all  the 
cases,  and  there  are  several  referred  to  there,  principally 
in  the  Parliamentary  Debates,  these  messages  were 
never  sent  unless  where  there  was  a  serious  misunder- 
standing between  the  two  Houses,  and  when  the  neglect 
of  a  bill  sent  from  one  House  to  the  other  was  great  and 
exceedingly  injurious. 

Such  is  the  nature  of  this  message,  which  I  hope,  as  I 
have  said  before,  will  never  be  repeated  in  the  fiiture 
intercourse  between  the  two  Houses  of  Congress.    But, 
sir,  to  complete  the  true  character  of  that  message,  let 
nie  inquire  at  what  time  it  was  sent.     It  was  sent  at  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning;  it  was  sent  afler  it  was  perfectly 
well  known  here  and  in  the  Senate  that  no  quorum  of 
this  House  could  be  formed;  thst  the  majority  consider- 
ed itself  as  having  closed  lis  labors,  and  as  being  no 
longer  the  representatives  of  the  people.     What  was 
the  consequence?     When  that  message  Was  delivered,  I 
was  sitting  in  this  chair,  and  f  must  confess  that,  if  ever 
pain  and  indignation  filled  my  bosom,  it  waa  at  that  mo- 
ment.    I  felt  it  as  an  insult  to  the  immediate  represent- 
atives of  the  people;  and  if  the  message  had  been  sent 
at  a  moment  in  which  the  House  was  competent  to  act, 
with  the  power  to  resent  an  unprovoked  insult,  I  verily 
believe  that,  imitating  the  example  given  us  by  the 
Congress  of  our  confederacy  during  the  revolutionary 
wsr,  not  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  but  on  an- 
other occasion,  I  should  have  moved  that  the  message 
be  sent  back  by  two  members  of  the  House  to  the  Sen- 
ate, and  cast  upon  the  floor,  with  the  declaration  that  it 
was  not  the  custom  of  the  House  to  receive  insolent 
messages.     Probably  it  was  well,  I  believe  it  was,  that  I 
had  no  opportunity  of  giving  vent  to  those  feelings  which 
arose  in  my  bosom  at  that  time.     What  were  the  feel- 
ings of  other  members  of  the  House  I  know  not;  it  was 
not  for  me  to  say  in  what  light  others  considered  the 
message.    I  do  not  know  that  I  have  ever  communica- 
ted my  feelings  to  any  member  of  that  House;  I  did  not 
communicate  tliem  at  the  time;  I  suppressed  them,  for  I 
saw  that  this  insult  was  committed  upon  a  dead  body;  I 
saw  that  it  was  the  Achilles  of  the  American  nation, 
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dragging  around  the  walls  of  Troy  bU  prostrate  and  life- 
less foe. 

Tes,  sir,  there  was  great  indignation,  great  eloquence, 
and  great  horror,  displayed  at  the  conspiracy  and  man- 
worship  of  this  House,  with  the  Executive  of  the  United 
States,  for  passing  a  bill  appropriating  three  millions  of 
money  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  and  that  was  the 
source  of  this  triumphant  message.    Now,  sir,  techni- 
cally speaking,  probably  the  bill  containing  these  appro- 
priations did  fail  in  this  Houses  but  if  it  failed  at  all,  it 
failed  before  the  appointment  of  the  committee  of  con- 
ference; it  failed  m  consequence  of  the  vote  rejecting 
that  particular  item  of  appropriation;  it  failed  because  it 
pleased  the  Senate,  in  their  wisdom  and  patriotism,  to 
stake  the  whole  fortifications  of  the  country  upon  the 
rejection  of  that  single  item.     In  the  interval  between 
that  day  and  this,  we  have  all  had  time  to  suffer  our  feel- 
ings to  cool.    I  have  submitted  in  silence  to  that  opera- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  the  manner  in  which  it 
was  conducted,  and  the  temper  which  was  manifested 
not  only  to  the  Prenident  of  the  United  States,  but  to 
this  House.    I  say  I  have  submitted  to  it  in  silence;  and 
if  it  had  not  been  revived,  if  the  charges  agpinst  the 
House  had  not  been  renewed,  with  redoubled  vigor, 
and  with  the  transcendent  abilities  which  belong  to  those 
who  led  the  Senate  to  this  course  of  operation,  I  would 
have  remained  silent,  I  would  have  sacrificed  every 
thing  to  peace  and  harmony.   But  now,  sir,  under  these 
charges,  repeated,  revived,  and  enforced  with  all  the 
argument  that  nine  or  ten  months  of  meditation  could 
supply  to  minds  of  the  highest  order-*  when  such  charges 
go  out  to  the  people  of  this  nation,  accusing  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  conspiracy  with  the  Executive 
against  their  rights  and  interests,  and  of  unconstitution- 
ality in  their  proceedings  upon  this  bill,  I  could  no  longer 
sit  in  silence.    I  have  therefore  moved  this  resolution, 
so  that  this  House  nuiy  not  put  trust  in  what  1  have  said 
to  them,  but  that  they  may  appoint  a  committee  to  in- 
quire intOt  and  with  instructions  to  report  to  this  House, 
what  were  the  true  causes  and  circumstances  of  the 
failure  of  that  bill 

After  Mr.  Adaxs  had  concluded  his  speech, 
Mr.  WISE  addressed  the  House  to  the  following  ef- 
fect: 

Mr.  Speaker,  1  did  not  expect  this  discussion  to  arise 
to-day.  I  was  in  preparation  for  it  on  another  occasion, 
and  if  my  facts,  and  inferences  from  them,  be  not  pre- 
sented so  well  arranged  as  they  might  be,  and  as  is  desi- 
rable they  ahould  be,  I  hope  I  shall  be  excused  on  the 
score  of  being  thus  called  up  unexpectedly.  The  whole 
matter  shall  be  right  in  print. 

Sir,  thia  has  become  a  very  important  subject,  and 
should  be  so  considered.  The  question,  *'  Who  is  re- 
sponsible for  the  failure  of  the  fortification  bill  of  the 
last  session?"  Is  now  made  to  supersede  almost  every 
other  question,  no  matter  how  deeply,  pressingly,  and 
immediately,  it  may  involve  the  most  important  public 
interests  for  the  future.  I  readily  confess  that  we 
should  be  providing  for  the  future,  rather  than  be 
squabbling  about  the  past.  But  so  it  is,  *Mhe  psrty" 
has  seen  fit  to  make  this  a  test  question  of  politicsl 
merit;  it  has  been  discussed  in  all  the  public  prints, 
particularly  in  that  which  is  the  or{^n  of  the  adminis- 
tration; is  made  the  most  prominent  subject  of  discus- 
sion in  Congress;  the  most  woful  misrepresentations 
concerning  it  have  obtained  currency  and  credence;  the 
innocent  are  made  to  bear  the  sins  of  the  guilty;  truth 
and  justice  both  have  been  violated;  a  presidential  can- 
vass is  made,  in  part,  to  depend  upon  this  question;  the 
public  mind  is  anxiously  inquiring  about  it,  and  I  am 
determined  that  the  whole  truth  shall  be  told,  and  that 
all  the  light  which  I  can  shed  upon  it  shall  be  given  to 
the  world.    The  discussion  thus  far  has  been  perfectly 


blindfold.  By  one  party  the  Senate,  by  another  the 
House  of  Representatives,  has  been  charged  with  the 
loss  of  that  bill.  Now,  sir,  the  main  fact  which  I  rise 
ta  establish  is,  that  neither  the  Senate  nor  the  House  of 
Representatives  is  justly  chargeable  with  its  failure. 

I  say,  sir,  let  all  crimination  and  recrimination  be- 
tween the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  both 
innocent,  forever  cease,  for  I  can  prove  by  this  journal 
(holding  up  the  journal  of  the  last  House)  alone,  and 
by  other  indubitable  testimony  besides,  that  neither  the 
Senate  nor  the  House  was  responsible  or  censurable  for 
the  failure  of  that  bill.  The  Senate  did  its  duty,  the 
House  did  its  duty,  and  both  were  not  only  willing  but 
anxious  for  its  pssssge.  No  blame  for  its  failure  is  fcirly 
attributable  to  either.  Called  upon  to  aay  upon  whom 
the  blame  ahould  fall,  I  say,  as  Nathan  said  unto  David, 
"Thou  art  the  man!"  [pointing  directly  ta Mr.  Cam- 
BmBLsve.] 

Sir,  let  not  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Cam- 
BBBLXHo]  take  this  as  personally  unfriendly  or  unkind. 
That  gentleman  has  always  been  courteous  and  kind  to 
me,  and  I  desire  ever  to  be  courteous,  kind,  and  re- 
spectful to  him.  But  truth  and  duty  impose  a  task 
upon  me  on  this  occasion,  which  I  must  perform,  re- 
gardless of  all  personal  considerations.  This  subject  is 
introduced  by' himself,  the  question  is  up,  it  is  fair  to 
discuss  it,  he  is  here  present  to  defend  himself,  "  eye  to 
eye,  and  ffce  to  fiice:"  this  House  is  the  place  for  the 
trial,  before  the  eyes  of  the  whole  nation,  and  the 
truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  so 
help  us  God!  should  go  forth  to  the  people  from  this 
Capitol! 

I  here  charge  him  as  being  wholly,  or  in  part,  with 
others  of  his  party,  responsible  for  the  failure  of  the 
fortification  bill  at  the  last  session  of  the  last  Congress. 
And,  sir,  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Bt- 
rcTV,]  who  spoke  a  few  days  ago  on  the  increase  of 
navy  appropriations,  need  not  have  been  so  particular 
to  throw  a  atumbling-block  in  the  way  of  freedom  of 
speech  and  of  inquiry  on  this  subject,  by  repeating  em- 
phatically so  often  that  it  waa  <'not  true"  that  the 
House  of  Representatives  was  responsible  for  the  failure 
of  that  bill.  No  man  who  knows  the  truth  of  the  case 
will  presume  or  pretend  to  charge  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives with  that  failure.  Whether  the  House  of 
Representatives  was  guilty  or  not  guilty,  is  not  the  tme 
issue.  No  one  will  join  that  issue  with  the  gentleman, 
and  no  one  who  knows  the  truth  of  the  case  will  accuse 
the  Senate. 

I  here  make  the  charge,  as  I  believe  it,  from  the 
journal,  my  own  evidence,  and  that  of  others,  to  be 
true;  and  I  appeal  to  the  facts  to  sustain  it.  To  the 
facts,  then,  to  the  facts! 

On  the  night  of  Tuesday,  the  3d  of  March,  1835,  the 
three  millions  amendment  to  bill  No.  600,  **An  act 
making  appropriations  for  certain  fortifications  of  the 
United  States,  heretofore  commenced,  for  the  year 
1835,"  was  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  That  amendment 
reads  as  follows: 

**Jind  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  sum  of  three 
millions  of  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appro- 
priated,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  to  be  expended^  in  whole  or  in  part, 
under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Ststes,  for  the  military  and  naval  service,  including  for- 
tifications and  ordnance,  and  increase  of  the  navy,  pro- 
vided such  expenditures  shall  be  rendered  necessaiy 
for  the  defence  of  the  country  prior  to  the  next  meet- 
ing of  Congress." 

On  the  question  that  the  House  do  concur  with  the 
committee  in  this  amendment,  the  vote  stood:  Teas 
109,  nays  77.    Number  of  votes*  186. 
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I  begf  of  tbe  Hoiue  to  mark  the  number  of  votes 
given,  A8  I  proceed. 

On  the  bill  to  establish  brtnches  of  the  mint,  the  next 
vote,  upon  s  csll  of  ayes  snd  noes,  vas,  yeas  115,  nays 
60.     Number  of  votes,  175. 

A  message  was  afterwards  received  from  the  Senate, 
informing  the  House  that  they  disagreed  to  the  three 
millions  amendment.  A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr. 
Gholson  that  the  House  do  recede  from  its  amendment. 
The  previous  question  wss  then  called,  and  on  the  main 
question,  "Will  the  House  recede  from  the  said  amend- 
ment?** the  vote  stood:  Yeas  87,  nays  110.  Number  of 
votes  19r. 

The  House  then  insisted  on  its  amendment,  and  fcent 
a  message  to  inform  the  Senate.  The  Senate  then 
returned  a  message  that  the  Senate  *<  adhere  to  their 
disagreement  to  the  amendment  of"  the  House. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Cambreleng  that  tbe 
House  do  adhere  to  their  said  amendment. 

[Here  the  Sfbakbr  interrupted  Mr.  Wism,  bv  saying 
it  was  not  in  order  to  call  members  by  name  on  the  floor. 
Mr.  Wisx  replied  that  he  was  reading  from  the  journal 
of  the  last  Congress.] 

Upon  a  motion  then  to  recede,  the  previous  question 
was  demanded,  and  upon  the  question,  '*  Will  the  House 
recede?"  the  vote  stood:  Teas  88,  nays  107.  Number 
of  votes,  195. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Hubbard  that  the 
House  do  ask  a  conference}  which  motion  was  carried} 
and  Mr.  Cambreleng,  Mr.  Lewis,  and  Mr.  Hubbard, 
were  appointed  roansgersto  conduct  the  said  conference 
on  the  part  of  the  House. 

Here,  sir,  permit  me  to  remark,  that  the  honorable 
Dixon  H.  Lewis,  of  Alabama,  has  not  yet  arrived,  from 
indisposition,  and  he  is  not  here  to  testify.  I  wish,  for 
the  sake  of  a  full  development,  he  was  in  his  place.  .But, 
nr,  Mr.  Cambreleng  is  now  in  this  House,  and  Mr. 
Hubbard  is  now  in  the  Senate. 

[Here  the  SrsAKtm  again  interposed,  snd  said  the 
gentleman  was  out  of  order  in  calling  gentlemen  by  their 
names.]  • 

Mr.  Wisi  sgsin  replied  that  he  was  reading  from  the 
journal  of  the  last  Congress. 

[The  SrsAKim  said  the  gentlemen  named  are  of  this 
House.] 

Mr.  Wrst  proceeded.     Well,  sir,  Mr.  Lewis,  of  the 
last  Congress,  is  not  here;  Mr.  Cambreleng,  of  the  last 
Congress,  is  now  of  this  Housei  and  Mr.  Hubbard,  of  the 
last  Congress,  is  now  of  the  Senate;  and  Mr.  Cambrel- 
eng, of  the  last  Congress^  csn  here  tell  the  whole  truth; 
and  Mr.  Hubbard,  of  the  last  Congress,  can  tell  the 
whole  truth  in  his  place,  if  the  gentlemen  will  come  out 
fully,  as  they  should.     Each  House  of  this  Congress  is 
supplied  from  the  committee  of  conference  of  the  last 
sesnon  with  a  witness  of  all  tbe  facts,  who  can,  if  he 
will,  disclose  the  real  truth  of  this  whole  transaction. 
Will  they  tell  what  thev  know?     Will  they  satisfy  the 
public  mind?  Will  they  disclose  all,  and  conceal  nothing? 
I  pray  them  to  speak  out,  and  hold  nothing  back,  ror 
the  take  of  truth  and  justice!    Sir,  I  could  not  sit  in  my 
seat  calmly  and  coolly,  and  suffer  the  torture  of  this 
controversy,  much  less  rise  and  speak,  knowing  tbe 
whole  truth,  without  disclosing  it  fully.    I  could  not 
permit  innocence  in  mv  sight  to  grope  about  blindly  for 
its  defence,  though  g^ilt  should  tall  on  my  own  head  by 
diiclosing  the  truth.     I  could  not  see  violence  done  to 
truth  and  justice,  whilst  I  was  present  ready  with  the 
means  of  vindicating  both.     Let  the  witnesses,  the  best 
witnesses  the  case  admits  of,  come  forward  and  testify 
fully  as  to  all  the  facts,  known  or  unknown!    Will  they 
doit^ 

[Mr.  Caxbhilivo  said  he  would  tell  all.]    I  am  glad 
to  hear  it,  and  I  shall  congratulate  the  country  and  the 


friends  of  truth  and  justice,  if  all  be  told.    But  to  pro- 
ceed. 

The  Senate  was  notified  of  the  request  lor  a  con* 
fere  nee. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  tbe  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  render  permanent  tbe  present  mode  of  supplying 
the  army,  &c.,  which  took  up  considerable  time.  Mr. 
Briggs,  from  the  joint  Committee  on.  Enrolled  Bills,  re- 
ported the  examination  of  two  enrolled  bills,  and  Mr. 
Dickerson  reported  that  forty-four  bills  bad  been  pre* 
sented  to  the  President,  the  titles  of  which  were  named. 
Mr.  Ashley,  of  Missouri,  during  this  time,  also  made 
several  motions,  which  occupied  considerable  time,  to 
take  up  a  harbor  bill,  which  does  not  appear  on  the 
journal.  And  at  this  and  every  point  of  time,  the  House- 
was  delsyed  by  continual  efforts  to  take  up  particular 
subjects  not  in  order. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Cumberland  road  bill.  Previous  to  the  vote  on  this  bill, 
the  conferees  on  the  three  millions  amendment  bad  re* 
turned  into  the  House. 

[Mr.  CAMBBSLiiro  here  said,  no,  no;  he  had  remained 
in  the  House,  af^er  being  appointed  on  the  committee  of 
conference,  until  the  vote  on  the.Cumberland  road  bill,, 
and  voted  on  that  bill;  that  tbe  committee  did  not  re- 
turn to  the  House  until  about  the  time  of  the  vote  on  the 
Moore  and  Letcher  resolutions,  which  was  some  time 
after  12  o'clock.] 

Mr.  Wise  proceeded.  Sir,  the  gentleman'must  be  mis* 
taken,  or  he  was  guilty  of  a  neglect  of  duty  in  delaying 
so  long  to  attend  the  committee  of  conference.  Fronv 
the  time  of  the  appointment  of  the  conferees  until  the 
vote  on  the  Cumberland  road  bill,  more  than  an  hour 
elapsed;  and  if  the  gentleman  was  so  conscientious  about 
the  time  of  night  he  legislated,  he  should  have  hastened 
to  do  his  duty  on  the  committee  of  conference,  lest  the 
House  should  expire  before  this  precious  bill  could  in 
conscience  be  saved.  As  he  did  not  though,  but  delay- 
ed until  the  hour  had  come,  he  should,  on  that  ground, 
if  on  no  other,  be  held  responsible.  But,  sir,  my  recol- 
lection is,  that  the  committee  of  conference  returned 
into  the  House  before  the  vote  on  the  Cumberland  road 
bill;  and  just  before  or  at  the  time  of  that  vote,  the  first 
notice  that  1  heard  was  given  of  the  hour.  The  vote  on. 
the  Camberlsnd  road  bill  was  Uken  up  after  12  o'clock 
at  night,  I  know,  from  two  circumstances.  Mr.  Gilmer, 
of  Georgia,  than  who  no  man  is  more  honest,  and  no 
man  more  unaffectedly  scrupulous  on  points  of  con- 
science, when  his  name  was  called,  rose,  pulled  out  his 
watch,  and  audibly  announced  to  the  House  that  he 
could  no  longer  sit  in  his  place  and  vote,  for  the  reason 
that  the  hour  of  twelve  had  arrived.  He  immediately 
left  the  House.  He  practised  bonafide  what  he  profess- 
ed. He  gave  me  the  first  notice  of  the  time,  and  of  the 
question  whether,  in  fact,  we  were  defunct.  He  did 
not  depend  upon  that  false  clock  face,  (pointing  to  the 
clock  above  the  Speaker's  chair»)  the  hands  of  which 
were  made  that  night  to  point  backwards.  It  was  the 
first  time  in  my  life  I  ever  saw  old  Time  flying  backwards; 
the  old  might  soon  have  returned  to  their  youth  again.  I 
wish  that  clock  was  all  that  is  false  which  is  fair  about  this 
Capitol!  He  relied  on  his  own  watch,  which  was  regula- 
ted by  his  conscience.  Thus  reminded  of  the  hour,  and 
struck  by  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Gilmer,  upon  whose  watch 
and  whose  conscience  I  could  rely,  I  was  on  the  point  of 
making  opposition  to  the  bill  before  tbe  House,  for  rea-. 
son  of  the  hour,  as  well  as  of  constitutional  objections, 
when  I  was  prevented  b*)r  my  friend  from  Pennsylvania, 
[Mr.  McKavHAH,]  who  held  me  down,  in  a  playful  way, 
in  my  seat,  which  circumstance  he  may  recollect.  Thus 
I  am  certain,  that  when  the  vote  on  the  Cumberland 
road  bill  was  taken,  the  hour  had  come  and  was  past! 
I  voted  on  that  bill  on  account  of  my  constitutional  ob- 
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jediocit  to  it,,  and  declined  wTenl  fotet  afterirMdi^ 
until  my  colleague  [Mr.  Mimomm]  and  otben  convinced 
roe  there  wm  do  foundation  for  the  ohjeetkm  to  voting 
after  13  o'clock.  On  the  question,  «  Shall  the  bill  peaa^' 
the  vote  alood:  Yeas  94,  nays  80.    Number  of  voles  174- 

This^  sir— this  was  the  last  bonafide  vote  of  the  last 
House  of  Representatives.  Here  it  died«  strangled  bjr 
fraud  and  foul  play! 

•  I  beg  of  the  House  to  stop  here  a  aMawnt  with  me, 
whilst  I  collect  together  and  group  the  facts  which  I 
wish  home  along  in  our  remembrance,  when  approach- 
ing other  facts  which  follow. 

The  House  will  please  to  remember  thai  the  commit* 
tee  of  conference  was  appointed  long  before  the  vote 
on  the  Cumberland  road  bill,  and  tisne  enough  for  them 
to  have  reported  before  the  hour  expired. 

Remember  that  the  committee  of  conferenee  returned 
just  before  or  at  the  time  of  the  vote  on  theCuoBberland 
road  bill,  or  Just  before  or  at  the  time  of  the  vote  on 
the  Moore  and  Letcher  resolutions.    I  care  not  which. 

That,  from  the  offering  of  the  three  millions  amend* 
roent  until  the  Cumberland  road  bill,  inolutive,  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  called  five  times,  showing,  at  the 
different  times,  186,  175,  197,  195,  and,  immediately 
preceding  the  Moore  and  Letcher  reaolutionsi  174  mem- 
bers present  and  voting. 

Mark,  now,  the  namea  of  those  who  voted  on  the  Cum- 
berland road  bill  knowingly  and  wittingly,  with  proc- 
lamaHon  of  notice,  after  twelve  o-dook  at  night. 
Among  the  yeas  in  favor  of  that  bill  we  find  the  name 
of  Samuel  Beardsley,  a  gentleman  who»  in  a  breath  af- 
terwards^ excused  himself  from  voting,  for  the  reason 
«Hhat  the  term  for  which  the  members  of  the  twenty-third 
Congress  had  been  elected  had  expired."  Such  is  the 
vote,  and  such  the  reason  for  not  voting,  as  the  journal 
shows  beyond  dispute. 

[Here  Mr.  BaAmnsuT  said  that,  by  his  watch,  it  was 
not  so  late  as  twelve  o'clock  when  the  vote'on  the  Cum- 
berland road  bill  was  taken.  He  recollected  that  there 
was  a  diversity  of  opinion  about  the  hour.] 

Well,  sir,  the  gentleman  has  served  in  more  than  one 
CongTMS:  did  be  ever  know  any  diversity  of  opinion, 
any  question  about  the  hour,  before  the  Isit  night  of  the 
last  session? 

[Mr.  Bbaximlit  said  he  could  not  submit  thus  to  be 
catechised.] 

I  know,  sir,  from  childhood  up,  that  catechiams  are 
unpleasant  I  but  when  truth  b  suffering  violence  we 
must  all  submit  patiently  to  be  questioned,  and  the  na- 
tion roust  know  all  the  facts,  and  the  whole  intent  in 
this  case.  But  perhaps  by  that  gentleman's  watch  it 
was  not  then  twelve  o'clock,  though  it  waa  soon  after- 
wards. I  know  it  was  twelve  o'clock  and  paat,  for  I 
remember  well  the  fact  that  Mr.  Gilmer,  whose  con- 
science did  keep  a  strict  watch  over  his  timepiece, 
announced  it  to  the  House  and  departed  from  his  post, 
which  he  never  did  unless  compelled  by  sickness  or  a 
sense  of  duty  {  and  1  know  that  1  was  held  in  my  seat 
by  the  strong  arm  of  a  strong  friend  of  the  Cumberland 
road  bill.  The  name  of  that  gentleman  is  not  the  only 
name  which  I  wish  the  House  to  remember  among  the 
votes  on  this  bill  af\er  twelve  o'clock  at  night.  Among 
the  nays,  sir,  we  find  the  name  of  Churchill  C.  Caro- 
breleng. 

[Here  the  SnAxim  again  interrupted  Mr.  Wisi  for 
calling  roembera  by  name.] 

Mr.  Wisx  again  said,  1  claigi  the  right  to  read  the 
journal  of  the  laat  session  of  Congress.  Names,  dates, 
persons,  fiicts,  are  what  are  wanted.  I  cannot  get  along 
unless  I  am  permitted  to  call  things  by  their  right  names. 
It  is  impossible  for  me  to  get  along  with  any  thing  like 
a  connected  relation  of  facts,  if  I  am  thus  to  be  inter- 
rupted. 


[The  Smuksk  said  the  gentleman  has  the  right  to 
read  from  the  journal.  I  thought  he  was  maHog  gei> 
tiemen  in  this  House.] 

Mr.  Wiaa  replied,  I  have  told  you,  Mr.  Spesktr,  re- 
peatedly, that  I  waa  reading  from  the  joorasl,  and  I 
claim  the  right  to  read  plainly  out  the  naoie  of— Church- 
ill C.  Cam-brel-eng. 
[Crieaof  ««gooii!  goon!"] 
As  soon  aa  ChurehiU  C.  Cambreleog  gave  (hii  vole, 
and  all  the  votes  were  told,  alter  twelve  &tkck  it 
night,  ChurehiU  C.  Cambreleog,  the  cbsirmsn  of  the 
oommtttee  of  conference,  might  aa  well  hsvs  donehii 
duty  snd  made  his  report  to  the  House.  But  tliis  is  not 
all.  Two  enrolled  bills  were  next  reported,  one  of 
which  the  Speaker  signed  af>er  twelve  o'clock  at  sight, 
conlsasedly. 

Mr.  Jarvia,  of  Maine,  then  moved  the  folbwiog  km- 
lution: 

"Jieiohedt  That,  the  hour  having  arrived  wlienthe 
term  for  which  this  House  was  elected  bss  expiredi  ve 
do  now  adjourn." 

Sir,  note  that  here  is  a  resolution  offered  to  the 
House,  giving  additional  notice  to  that  of  Mr.  Gilffltr, 
that  the  hour  had  come.  Note  by  whom  this  reiek- 
tion  was  offeredi  by^a  gentleman  who  afterwardi  voted. 
[The  CsAia  again  interposed  for  calling  ]>roper 
namea.] 

Mr.  Wisa.  I  read  from  the  journal.  I  call  the  it- 
tention  of  the  House  to  the  foot  that  here  is  a  reniutiM 
to  adjourn,  for  the  reason  of  the  time  of  night— that  the 
hour  had  come— tluit  we  were  dead.  Mr.  Jone^  oi 
Oeorgb,  also,  immediately  moved  to  adjourn,  for  the 
purpose  of  trying  whether  the  House  thought  it  oonld 
sit  after  twelve  o'clock.  Here  ia  double  notice  to  lU 
who  had  conacientious  scruples.  It  wss  negatived. 
When  was  the  want  of  a  quorum  ^  do  this.^ 

A  nsotion  was  then  made  to  auspend  the  rules  to  Uke 
up  the  Moore  and  Letcher  resolutions,  it  paned « 
the  affirmative.  Where  waa  the  want  of  a  quoniiD  to 
prevent  doing  this?  After  debate,  the  pre? ions  <I"^ 
wu  moved  and  demanded.  On  .the  question,  "Will 
the  House  agree  to  the  resolution  as  herein  rtaw 
the  vote  stood:  Tesa  111,  nays  3.  Number  of  votei, 
113. 

No  quorum!  but  among  the  yeas  I  find  the  nainciff 
John  Quincy  Adama  and  Churchill  C  Cambreleog 
Tes,  sir,  both  voting  long  af^er  all  had  been  tbnoe  sou- 
fied  that  the  hour  had  come!     Where  were  their  coo- 
sciences? 

[The  Ch4»  here  said  it  waa  not  in  order  to  indulge 
in  peraonalities,  or  to  refer  to  motives.] 

Mr.  WisB.  Why,  sir,  the  gentleman  before  me  (V' 
C.)  is  continually  assuring  me  that  he  does  not  objectio 
be  named,  and  why  ahould  the  Speaker?  No  member 
calls  to  order,  and  I  hope  I  shall  be  permitted  to  pro- 
ceed .  The  genUeman  from  Massachusetts  htf  mid  ^ 
gentlemen  refused  to  vote  afUr  twelve  o'clo^i  »^f»' 
son  of  «<  conscientious  scruples."  I  put  the  que^jo^' 
then,  in  more  charitable  phrase:  where  were  tnw 
«« scruples?"  Not  onlv  had  Mr.  Gilmer  rturtA,^ 
nounoing  beforehand  his  reason,  but  two  '••"''{JflJ^ 
been  expressly  offered  to  adjourn,  assigning  the  r^ 
that  the  hour  had  eapired— notice  given  vcrbaUy  «•  " 
writing  before  this  vote  was  Uken.  Where  were joe 
scruples  of  the  gentleman  then,  who  sfter  tins gtve» 
one  reason  for  not  repoHing  from  the  committee  oi  cw 
ference,  that  the  hour  had  come?  .  .^ 

But,  sir,  the  roost  imporUnt  fact  at  this  P«»*  ***JE 
to  be  noted  is,  that  at  one  moment  you  see  ««  ""TT 
and  ninety-seven,  at  another  one  hundred  w^  ""l-^j 
five;  immediately  preceding  this  moment  one  tiwai^ 
and  seventy-four  members  present  and  voting;  f***^ 
sudden,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  ss  if  by  amgic  tv^ 


2285 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


2286 


Jah.  23, 1836.] 


IhrtifieaUm  BiUofLdti  SMOn. 


[H.  Of  R . 


there  is  no  qaoram!  Sir,  at  tbe  Mmnd  of  the  wluttle, 
the  Roderick  Dba-men  distppeared!  Where  did  tfaej 
Ipo— why — for  wfaatf 

Two  enrolled  bills  were  next  reported  na  baring  been 
presented  to  the  President  for  his  signature;  and  a  mes* 
■age  was  next  received  from  the  President,  notifying  the 
House— the  House,  of  coarse,  then  in  being,  after,  long 
after,  13  o'clock— ^tbat  he  had  approved  and  signed 
more  than  seventy  enrolled  bills.  The  Preadent,  this 
proves,  was  in  the  Speaker's  room  af^er  13  o'clock  at 
night,  signing  bills.  It  is  notorious  he  was  in  that  room 
•inning  bills,  after  that  time  of  night,  after  Mr.  Gilmer 
retired,  and  after  tbe  resolution  of  Mr.  Jarvis  to  adjourn. 

[The  Chaib  again  interrupted  Mr.  Wisb  for  mention- 
\ng  names.] 

Mr.  WISE  asked,  what  names? 

The  CHAIR.    The  name  of  Mr.  Jarvis. 

Mr.  WISE.     I  am  reading  firom  the  Joumai. 

The  CHAIR.   I  did  not  so  understand  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  WISE.  Whv,  sir,  those  names  which  I  am  read- 
ing^ from  the  journal  died,  according  to  conscience,  on 
the  3d  of  March  htft! 

Mr.  MERCER  said  his  colleague  [Mr.  Wisx]  must  of 
necessity  refer  to  the  names  of  members  of  the  last  Con- 


Mr.  WISB.    t  claim  the  right  to  do  so,  and  protest 
against  this  interruption  of  the  Speaker! 

The  CHAIR  disclaimed  any  intention  to  interrupt  the 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  WISE.  I  hope  I  may  proceed,  then,  without  in* 
terruption.  A  motion  was  received  from  the  Senate  as 
to  enrolled  bills,  signed  by  the  President.  How  could 
we  receive  this  roesssge  if  we  were  dead'  A  motion  was 
•gain  made  by  Mr.  Jarvis  to  adiourn.  Here  it  was  that 
Samuel  Beardsley,  of  New  York,  being  called,  declined 
to  answer,  on  the  ground  that  the  session  had  expired  1 
He  was  called  and  came  not,  at  this  time,  because  the 
hour  had  come!  Had  not  the  hour  come  on  the  Cumber- 
tend  road  bill?  Was  not  notice  given  to  all  by  Mr.  Gilmer 
that  the  hour  had  then  comef  Mr.  Beardsley*s  name 
was  passed  over,  and  he  did  not  answer  again  that  night. 
There  were  many  others  who  did  not  come  again  that 
night,  who  were  here,  but  had  a  caU  from  behind  tbe 
curtain— who  shrunk  from  their  posts,  and  akulked 
bebiod  that  chair,  behind  those  |>illars,  appeared  and 
disappeared  at  the  sound  of  the  whistle,  and  who  should 
have  shrank  into  nonentity! 

The  question  was  taken  on  adjournment  moved,  then, 
notoriously  after  twelve  o'clock,  by  Mr.  Jarvis,  who  had 
already  said,  by  his  resolution,  we  were  dead.     The 
vote  stood:  Teas  15,  nays  103.    Number  of  votes»  118. 
Here,  sir,  only  three  members  were  wanting  to  make 
a  quorum;  and  I  know,  I  will  make  oath  to  the  fact, 
that  there  were  more  than  three  members  in  the  House 
who  did  not  vote.    Mr.  Beardsley  waa  present,  Mr. 
Mann,  ^  New  York,  waa  present,  and  t  was  present 
myself,  and  neither  of  us  voted.    I  will  account,  sir,  for 
not  voting  myself,  i  wish  every  gentleman  would  do  so» 
and  had  done  as  I  did  afterwards— answered  when  called* 
But  who  did  vote?    Mr.  Jarvis  voted  in  the  affirmative, 
and  Churchill  C.  Cambreleng  Voted  in  the  negative, 
voted  against  adjournment,  after  he  knew  the  hour  had 
come!    After  ertry  kind  of  notice  which  he  could  have 
had  of  the  expiration  of  the  hour,  he  voted  against  ad- 
journment; virtually  declaring,  necesmrily  voting  that 
tbe  House  might  sit,  wss  competent  to  legislate,  and 
ought  to  continue  in  session.    Now,  sir,  gentleman  may 
excuse  themselves,  those  who  pretend  to  have  had 
«<  conscientious  scruples,"  for  voting  In  the  affirmative, 
for  thsA  may  have  expr^sed  their  scruples  about  con- 
tinuing to  sit|  but  I  am  utterly  at  a  loss  to  see  what  can 
justify  those  who  had  «*  conscientious  scruples"  in  voting 
against  adjournment.    Why  rote  to  tit  if  they  could  not 


sit?  If  the  Heuie  no  longer  existed  in  law,  and  pos- 
sessed no  legislative  ftincions  c»  power,  after  the  hour  of 
twelve,  what  obiect  was  there  in  voting  to  continue 
its  session  f  Will  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
CAWBmBLXire]  say  that  he  changed  his  opinion i  that  his 
*'  scrupTte"  were  begotten  between  this  point  of  time 
and  tbue  moment  he  refused  to  report  the  proceedings 
of  the  committee,  for  the  reason  that  the  hour  of  twelve 
o'clock  had  expired? 

But,  sir,  I  must  proceed i  I  am  determined  to  travel 
ove^  tbe  whole  journal,  and  point  out  every  fact,  even 
to  the  crossing  of  the  <*«  and  the  dotting  of  the  i'g.  After 
Mr.  Jarvis's  last  resolution  failed,  for  want  of  a  quorum, 
Mr.  William  Cost  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  from  the  select 
committee  on  eatablisbing  a  national  foundry,  nuule  a  re^ 
port,  which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  reoom- 
mended  waa  agreed  to  by  the  House!  How  could  thie 
report  be  made,  and  this  resolution  be  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  if  there  was  no  quorum  and  no  House'  If  a 
quorum  and  if  s  House  to  receive  and  agree  to  a  report 
and  resolution  of  a  select  committee,  why  was  there  not 
a  quorum  and  a  House  to  receive  and  agree  to  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  conference?  Why  did  its 
chairman,  Churchill  C.  Cambreleng,  not  then  make  its 
report?  He  was  voting  against  adjournment,  though  he 
knew,  all  knew,  the  hour  had  come;  and,  so  fiir  from 
being  a  dead  body,  the  House  was  a  living,  legishting, 
acting,  moving  body! 

The  Speaker  then  laid  before  tbe  House  no  less  than 
nine  communicationa  firom  the  executive  Departments^ 
among  which  was  the  letter  of  the  Postmaster  Genera^ 
which  was  read;  and  Mr.  White,  of  Florida*  laid  upon 
the  table  an  act  of  the  Legislatore  of  that  Territory.  In 
a  word,  sir,  every  species  of  lejgislative  action  was  per- 
formed. We  were  Invested  with  all  the  functions,  at- 
tributes, powers,  and  paraphernalia  of  a  House  of  Rep(> 
resentatives.  We  were  not  dead,  but  living  legislatorsi 
with  the  substanee  as  well  as  the  sembhince  of  an  oigan*- 
iztA  body— the  Speaker  sitting  in  that  chair,  the  mem- 
bers here  in  their  seats,  long  after  it  waa  notorious  that 
the  hour  of  twelve  o'clock  was  past  and  gone  fertvcn 
Thus  formed,  thus  acting,  living,  moving,  and  having 
our  being,  we  received  a  message  from  the  Senate  to 
notify  the  House  that  the  Senate  was  waiting  for  ua  to 
act  upon  the  fortification  bill: 

«  A  message  from  tbe  Senate,  by  Mr.  Lowrie,  their 
Secretary: 

**  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  directed  to  bring  to  this  House 
a  resolution  passed  by  the  Senate,  and  which  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

*'  RudMlt  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  honorable 
tbe  House  of  Representatives,  respectfully  to  remind  the 
House  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference  ap- 
pointed on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on 
the  amendment  of  the  House  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill  respecting  the  fortifications  of  tbe 
United  SUtes." 

Sir,  what  did  this  message  mean  or  say,  which  could 
have  been  offensive?  It  is  expressly  respectful  in  ita 
langua^  and  in  ita  object.  The  Senate  waa  waiting  for 
the  action  of  the  House  on  this  bill,  which  alone  dekyed 
the  termination  of  the  session,  and  which  remained  un- 
acted upon  by  tbe  House,  whilst  it  was  acting  upon  a 
great  variety  of  other  business  of  much  less  importance. 
To  my  mind,  the  Senate,  by  this  message,  so  much 
abused  in  the  interpretation  of  it,  aaid  to  the  House,  «<  re- 
spectfully," <*  we  do  not  wish  this  bill  to  fail,  and  we  re- 
spectfully ask  that  you  will  act  upon  it,  and  save  the  in- 
terests  ii  the  country  involved  m  its  paasa^."  Thia 
message  wm  received;  it  was  not  sent  back  with  an  insult 
to  the  Senate,  as  the  gentleman  from  Msssachusetts  [Mr. 
AoAXfl]  would  have  dashed  it  on  their  floor;  and  what 
then  transpired  ?    The  journal  states : 
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«  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  chairman  of  the  conferees  on 
the  part  of  the  Houie,  then  rose  and  stated  that  he  de» 
clined  to  make  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  commit- 
tee of  conference  aforesaid  i"  and,  sir,  mark  the  reasons, 
and  compare  them  with  the  facts  alrMdy  detailed:  '*  On 
the  ground  that,  from  the  vote  on  the  resolution  granting 
compensation  to  Robert  P.  Letcher,  which  vote  was  de- 
cided at  the  time  the  committee  returned  into  the  House 
from  the  conference,  it  was  ascertained  that  a  quorum 
was  not  present;  and,  further,  that  he  declined  to  make 
the  said  report,  on  the  ground  that  the  constitutional 
term  for  which  the  House  had  been  chosen  had  expired." 

Up  to  this  moment  the  House  had  been  hourly  waiting 
for  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference,  and  not 
4intil  this  moment  had  the  least  intimation  been  given 
that  the  chairman  of  the  committee  would  decline  to 
«iake  the  report!  He  gave  two  reasons:  First,  "  it  was 
ascertained  no  quorum  was  present."  How  waa  this 
Ascertained 7  Why  was  not  a  quorum  present?  That  is 
what  I  wish  the  gentleman  to  answer  me!  Up  to  a  given 
point  of  time— up  to  the  vote  on  the  Moore  and  Letcher 
resolutions;  and,  if  that  was  the  time  when  the  commit* 
iee  of  conference  returned,  op  to  the  very  moment  when 
that  committee  did  return,  there  were  one  hundred  and 
seventy-four  members  present  and  voting— fifty-three 
more  than  a  quorum.  What  became  of  this  number  of 
votes?  'Why,  sir,  at  the  sound  of  the  whistle,  at  the 
wink  ofthe leaders,  the  "faithful  vanished!  the  •< trained 
bands"  were  "down!  down!"  in  ambuscade,  at  the  stamp 
ofthe  foot!  It  was  not  because  they  were  not  here,  but 
because,  being  here,  they  would  not  vote-— were  ordered 
not  to  vote,  that  there  was  no  quorum.  I  put  it  to  the 
gentleman  if  he  did  not  know,  and  does  not  know  now, 
that  there  was  more  than  a  quorum  present?  How  many 
•were  present  refusing  to  vote,  when  but  three  were 
wanting  to  be  added  to  the  vote  of  one  hundred  and 
eighteen?  Were  there  not  more  than  twenty  present 
who  voted,  or  refused  to  vote,  as  circumstances  directed 
them,  or  as  the  leaders  pleased?  Who  were  they  who 
would  not  vote?  Read  the  journal  for  yourself— he  who 
runs  may  read.  Look  at  the  names  of^"  the  party!"  It 
was  not  the  House,  or  a  majority,  which  was  to  blame. 
A  majority  of  the  House  was  ready,  and  willing,  and 
anxious,  to  pais  the  bill;  but  a  very  small  minority  could 
reduce  us  below  the  number  of  a  quorum.  A  majority 
of  the  House  maintained  their  posts  and  did  their  duty 
that  night.     Some,  it  is  true,  lefl  from  anxiety  to  get 

home,  some  were  sleepy,  some  were 1  beg  pardon,  I 

was  about  to  say  some  were  drunk;  but,  drunk  or  lober, 
they  were  ready  to  vote  and  pass  the  bill;  but  the  chair- 
man ofthe  committee  of  conference  [Mr.  Caxbbxlsho] 
would  not  make  his  report,  because  there  wasnoc^^uorum! 
Now,  how  did  he  know  there  was  no  quorum  without  a 
call  ofthe  House? 

[Mr.  Caxbbxlbhs.    I  knew  it.] 

Mr.  WisB.  Yes!  I  know  you  knew  there  irould  be 
no  quorum  without  a  call;  no  man  knew  it  so  well  as  you 
did!  But  how  did  you  know  it?  Did  you  not  know  where 
those  were  who  were  ordered  to  be  **  deficit"  on  the 
occasion  of  a  call?    So  much  for  the  want  of  a  quorum! 

The  second  reason  of  the  gentleman  was,  **  that  the 
constitutional  term  for  which  the  House  had  been  chosen 
had  expired!"  Now  sir,  please  compare  this  reason 
with  the  gentleman's  own  votes.  Thrice,  previous  to 
his  excuse,  the  gentleman  himself  had  voted  on  a  call 
of  the  yeas  and  nsys — he  voted  on  every  call— from  the 
Cumberland  road  bill  up  to  this  paltry  excuse,  repeatedly 
after  twelve  o'clock  at  night!  He  voted  against  the 
Cumberland  road  bill,  then  in  favor  of  a  resolution  to 
pay  money  out  of  the  House  fund  to  Robert  P.  Letcher, 
and  actually  against  an  adjournment,  aOer  the  hour  of 
twelve  o'clock,  before  he  gave  in  this  excuse  for  not  re- 
porting from  the  committee  of  conference;  and^  sir,  will 


it  be  believed  that  the  gentleman  did  aetoally  vote  upa 
a  call  of  the  yeas  and  naya  even  after  he  give  tb'u  rei- 
son,  that  the  term  of  the  House  had  expired!  Sir,  I  cu- 
not  understand  the  consistency  of  this  conduct  with  tboe 
excuses  for  fiiilinif  to  do  an  act  of  duty.  C&n  the  g» 
tleman  explain  this? 

[Mr.  CAXBBBLBxe.    Yes,  I  will.] 

Mr.  WisB.  You  will  attempt  it,  butyoa  cannot  ei- 
plain  it.  Yes,  sir,  after  this  excuse  was  offered,  a  notia 
was  made  to  adjourn,  and  on  the  call  of  yeu  andnjt 
Mr.  Cambreleng  was  found  still  voting.  And,  sir,  tntonj 
the  list  of  nays  on  this  laat  vote,  at  the  h^  endof  tke 
night's  labors,  is  found  the  name  of  John  Quiocy  K^m 

[Mr.  AsAXs  here  explained.] 

Mr.  WisB  was  proceeding  to  reply;  when 

[Mr.  Mbbgbb  said  hiii  colleague  had  totally  minppit 
bended  the  gentleman  from  Maasachusetts,  aodrepotel 
in  substance  Mr.  Adaxs's  explanation.] 

Mr.  Wisx.  Then  1  have  misunderstood  the  cntk 
man.  I  thought  be  had  been  arguing  all  the  time  thit 
the  House  was  a  dead  Hector  at  twelve  o'clock  tlut 
night.  The  distance  of  the  gentleman's  scat  prtwij 
my  hearing  him  distinctly.  I  am  happy  to  be  corrtdcd, 
for  the  gentleman's  opinion  is  one  I  regard  higfalyw 
such  questions. 

But,  sir,  there  is  that  other  name,  which  mint  not  be 
forgotten,  by  the  side  of  the  towering  name  of  the  jtfr 
tleman  from  Massachusetts;  that  nsme  reads,  Chuic^' 
C.  Cambreleng,  who  continued  to  vote  after  he  excuied 
himself  from  reporting,  because  in  his  conscience  he  w 
dead!  •       , 

To  go  back  a  little.  Mr.  Cambreleng,  with  aich  « 
Cuses,  and  such  of  his  own  conduct  to  rebut  then,  *• 
clined  to  make  the  report  of  the  conferees,  and  W 
Lewis  had  to  make  the  report,  long,  long  after  the  con- 
ferees had  returned  to  the  House.  ^. 

[Here  Mr.  Caxbbblebo  said  the  report  was  oot  bum 
by  Mr.  Lewis.]  ,. 

Mr.Wisi.  He  did  make  it!  Here  it  »  upon  UK 
record,  (holding  up  the  journal:)  this  joornal layiio. 

*•  Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  conferees,  then  made  a  repon, 
as  follows:  .  ,g 

••That  the  conferees  had  agreed  to  recomiBenow 
the  respective  Houses,  that  the  House  of  ^P***** 
tives  recede  from  its  amendment,  conta'miog  »  •PP'r 
priation  of  three  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  expMWj' ■ 
whole  or  in  part,  under  the  direction  of  the  P«^; 
for  the  military  and  naval  service,  including  f^ijo 
ttons  and  ordnance,  and  increase  of  the  navy;  m»  "^' 
in  lieu  thereof,  the  bill  be  amended  by  inserting  U^'^^ 
the  following,  vii :  r  *«nn  (KM 

«  As  an  additional  appropriaUon,  the  sum  <»^^Z 
shall  be  appropriated  for  arming  the  ^ortificatioitf  "^ 
United  States,  over  and  above  the  sums  pw"?* '"  v. 
act;  and  that  the  sum  of  «500,000  shall  be,  u^  y^ 
is,  appropriated  for  the  repairs  and  eqtt'P'"*"^^ .-. 
vessels  of  war  of  the  United  States,  in  »^'^'<*"  *"  f  rf 
vious  appropriations;  the  said  sums  to  be  paid  o« 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appr^P 
ated."  ..^ 

On  the  question  to  adopt  this  report,  it  was  o^* 
there  was  no  quorum;  and  tellers  having  been  ninw 
they  reported  that  no  quorum  was  present. 

Mr.  Lewis  did  make  the  report,  whctl- ,  j 

oeived  on  not,  and  it  was  entered  on  the  J***"^^ 


Mr.  Lewis  did  make  the  report,  whether  it  itm '^^ 
ived  on  not,  and  it  was  entered  on  the  J^^.^ 
was  sitting  by  him  when  he  made  the  report,  tie 
it  from  Mr.  Cambreleng,  who  was  called  on  to  mawj 
and  handed  it  to  the  messenger  of  the  Cierf* 
has  put  it  upon  record.  He  made  the  r^P^rrL 
the  hour  had  come!  And,  sir,  I  could  not  DOi 
serve  his  astonishment  when  Mr.  Cambreleng  w^^ 
to  make  the  report.  No  quorum!  Do  we  ^^^^^t 
the  Uous^  when  wc  receive  the  report  of  a  cobw» 
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How  know  there  was  not  a  quorum  before  a  count' 
Sir,  it  was  notortoui  there  was  a  quorum;  it  was  known 
to  every, man.  I  would  say,  if  there  was  one,  there  were 
one  hundred  and  fifty  members  .at  least  in  the  House 
when  that  report  was .  made.  They  were. in  that  lobby; 
they  were  skulking  in  every  direction,  and  refused  to 
vote.  They  knew  their  own*  motives.  I  will  not  dive 
into  their  hearts,  but  such  is  the  fact! 

After  the  yeas  and  nays  on  adjournment,  we  Received 
another  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Lowrie; 

**  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  directed  to  inform  the  House  of 
Representatives  that  the  Senate  has  finished  the  legis- 
lative business  before  it,  and  is  ready  to  adjourn." 

Now,  sir,  no  man  will  accuse  me  of  bemg  the  advo- 
cate or  the  apologisi  of  the  Senate.    But  <*^ve  the 

d 1  his  due."    Let  the  truth  he  told— acquit  whom 

it  roay-:-iniure  wUom  it  may.  This  roessag^  can  be 
considered  in  no  other  light  Ihan  another  respectful  in- 
timation to  the  House 'to  act  on  the  fortification  bill. 
So  I  considered /it  at  the  time.  '  The  Senate  could  not 
with  propriety  have  renewed  the  first  message,  without 
•eeming  to  arrogate  the  prerogative  of  dictating  to  the 
House,  or  without  seeming  to  be  guilty  of  the  insolence 
which  was  charged  upon  the  first  message  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams.]  They  there- 
fore said,  *<  the  Senate  has  finished  the  legislative  bu- 
siness  before  ii!"  And  was  this  not  the  fact?  Was  the 
fortification  bill  there?  No,  sir!  it  was  here,  in  this 
House,  and  here. unacted  on!  Yes,  sir,  notwithstanding 
this  bill  was  still  unacted  on  in  the  House,  Mr.  F.  O.J. 
Smith,  of  Maine,  one  of  the  *'  faithfuU"  offered  a  reso- 
lution, '«that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  wait  on  the 
President,  and  to  notify  him  that,  unless  he  ma^  have 
further  communications  to  mak^,  the  two  Ifouses  of 
Congress,  having  completed  the  business' before  them, 
are  ready  to  close  the  present  session.  Although  this 
was  admitting  that  ^the  session  had  not  closed,  yet,  was 
it  true  that  both  Houses  had  conipleted  the  businett  be- 
fore them?  Had  the  House  of  Representatives  acted 
on  and  completed  the  fortification  bill  which  was  before 
it?  It  had  not.  The  Senate  had  completed  Its  business; 
the  House  had  not. 

The  House  again  proceeded  to  take  up  the  Letcher 
resolution.  There  was  no  quorum  answering,  though 
one  present.  Mr.  Smith  then  moved  a  message,  to  no- 
tify the  Senate  that  the  House  '*  had  completed  the  bu- 
siness before  it,"  whilst  the  fortification  bill  was  still 
unacted  on,  and  after  the  two  messages  from  the  Senate 
directing  our  attention,  requesting  our  attention,  to  it! 
Pending  this  motion  and  the  call  of  the  House,  Mr. 
Mason  moved  to  adjourn,  because  the  Senate  had  ad- 
journed, and  his  motion  passed  in  the  afiirnutive,  without 
even  the  usual  interchange  of  courtesy  between  the  two 
Houses  and  the  other  branch  of  the  Government.  Such 
was  the  termintion  of  the  last  Congress;  and  I  do  sajTt 
sir,  it  was  one  of  the  most  disgraceful  scenes  I  ever  wit- 
nessed; it  was  unbecoming  barbarians  and  savages, 
much  more  the  representatives  of  a  civilized  nation! 
Sleepy,  tired,  drunk! 

Mr.  BTNUM.  Is  the  gentleman  in  order  when  speak- 
ing thus  of  (he  last  Congress? 

Mr.  WISB.  I  do  not  pretend  to  say,  Mr,  Speaker, 
Ihst  all  Congress  was  arunk,  or  that  one  half,  one 
third,  or  one  tenth  of  the  members  were  drunk;  but  I 
know  that  some  were  drunk;  that  I  was  not  of  the  num- 
ber; and  so  it  was,  that  what  with  manoeuvring,  being 
tired,  opposed  to  some  measures,  sleepy,  drowsy,  and 
drunk,  no  quorum  could  be  had  unless  it  had  suited  cer- 
tain individuals. 

Mr.  LANE  said  he  should  like  to  hear  the  names  of 
those  who  were  drunk. 

Mr.  WISE.    The  gentleman  might  feel  unhappy, 
sir,  if  1  were  to  mention  names. 
Vot.  Xn.— 144 


I  have  now,  sir,  given  you  the  fiicts  upon  the  journal  t 
but  there  are  other  important  Acts— fiicts  unwritten,  as 
well  as  facts  written.  Out  with  them!  Come,  rise  in 
your  high  places  all,  here  and  elsewhere,  and  tell  the 
truth,  the  whole  truth.  Sir,  it  is  said  that  bill  failed 
in  the  House.  That  is  not  true*  It  failed  before  it  got 
to  the  House  from  the  conference  room.  It  dropped 
like  a  spent  ball  before  it  quite  got  here;  it  dropped 
.  near  thiit  door.  Sir,  there  are  two  statements  about  the 
matter;  they  may  be  conjectural;  I  cannot  vouch  for  them. 
[  mean  to  put  interrogatories.  I  put  it  to  the  gentleman, 
[Mr.  CAMBauaHo,]  Did  no  "  busybody"  whisper 
aught  in  his  ear  as  he  was  on  his  way  to  report  to  the 
House?  Did  no  one  tempt  him,  as.  he  passed,  to  stran- 
gle the  bantling  under  his. care?  Was  there  no  magician 
near?  No  d— — 1  and  his  imps?  And,  if  this  may  be 
denied,  I  put  it  to  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  conference,  ^Mr.  C.,]  if  no  member  of  the 
committee  received  a  billetdouz  after  he  resomed  hia 
seat?  Did  thjs  honorable  chairman,  after  he  lef^  the 
conference  room,  not  intend  to  make  the  report^  Did 
he  not,  after  he  returned  to  the  House  wit)i  it,  inform 
a  gentleman  firom  Tennessee,  [Mr.  FomitTxa,]  though  It 
was  then  after  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  that  he  intended 
to  make  the  report  ?  Did  he  not  sit  down  by  a  gentleman 
from  Ohio,'  [Mr.  Whittlisiv,]  and  give  him  to  under- 
stand, with  the  report  on  the  desk  before  him,  that  the 
report  was  to  be  made'  Why  did  that  intention  fail' 
What  prevented?  Sir,  there  were  spirits  haunting  the 
Capitol  that  ■*  awfu'  night"— there  were  strange  whis- 
pering— chstterinr  elfs— ghosts,  as  I  am  told— I  did  not 
see  thenH— blue  devils  and  imps!  Is  it  true?  Was 
there  any  dealing  with  the  "infernals"  that  night? 
Tell  u^  I  pray,  tell  us  and  let  the  curse  fall  on  the  nec- 
romancers—not on  the  victims  of  the  horrid  spell! 

[Mr.  CAXBaaLBHo.     I  can  tell  you.] 

Mr.  WisB.  Ay,  you  can  tell  us,  can  you?  There  is 
another  more  important  fact,  which  must  come  out. 
Out  with  it  all,  say  I.  You,  Mr.  Speaker,  ay,  you,  sir, 
are  deeply  concerned  in  that  matter;  deny  it  if  you  can. 
Before  I  disclose  that  faat,  I  must  premise  that  I  voted 
for  the  three  millions  amendment.  There  were  109 
Votes  for  ir,  the  name  of  John  Quincy  Adams  first,  and 
my  name  last,  on  the  list  of  yeas.  I  was  held  to  a  atrict 
accountability  for  that  vote  by  my  constituents,  with 
whom  1  have  settled  it,  as  a  gentleman  whom  I  now  see 
[Mr.  TvLia]  can  attest,  for  I  believe  he  heard  my 
reasons  and  my  apologies  before  the  people.  Sir,  I 
have  now  to  say  that,  under  the  impressions  of  that 
amendment  at  the  time  I  gave  that  vote,  I  would  nve 
the  same  vote  again,  with  the  same  information  I  then 
possessed.  And  here,  be  it  known,  by  the  way,  in 
justice  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Cak- 
BRELsiio,]  that  he  did  notify  me  personally  in  that 
lobby— I  do  not  know  that  he  notified  the  House— one 
or  two  days  before  the  3d  of  March,  I  believe— 

[Here  Mr.  C.  said  he  notified  the  House  the  day  be- 
fore, when  he  withdrew  the  resolution  for  contingent 
preparation  for  war.] 

Mr.  Wiss.  Of  that  I  am  not  certain;  but  the  gentle- 
man did  notify  me,  personally,  perhaps  the  day  before 
it  was  offered,  that  he  intended  to  offer  that  amend- 
ment, and  asked  if  I  would  vote  for  it.  I  replied  that, 
without  reference  to  a  sUte  of  war,  for  a  peace  establish- 
ment alone,  I  would  vote  for  thrice  three  millionsi  for 
the  purpose  of  putting  our  navy  in  respectable  trim, 
and  to  repair  and  complete  our  fortifications.  But  no 
one  notined  me,  no  one  informed  me  or  the  House,  in 
my  hearing,  that  the  President  recommended  that  ad- 
ditional appropriation,  or  that  *•  it  was  in  accordance" 
even  ■<  with  the  views  of  the  Executive!"  I  had  suffi- 
cient information  of  my  own,  without  the  views  of  the 
Baectttive,  to  convince  me  of  the  necessity  of  a  large 
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appropriation  for  means  of  national  defence.  I  knew 
that  our  nary  an()  fortificationB  were  in  a  most  lamenta- 
ble and  dn^raceful  condition — disgraceful  to  a  nation 
like  this— diigraceful  to  the  Departments  which  have 
their  care  and  superintendence!  I  knew  that,  notwith- 
standing our  commerce  floats  and  needs  protection  in 
every  sea,  notwitlistanding  the  navy  was  a  popular 
favorite,  notwithstanding  more  than  sixty-five  millions 
bad  been  expended  on  a  navy  since  the  last  war,  we  had 
but  one  ship  of  the  line  in  commission  on  the  ocean! 
We  have  but  one  now. 

I  knew  that  several  new  ship?,  which  had  never  been 
m  service,  were  rotten  and  decayed.  I  knew  that  some 
were  rotten  on  the  stocks  for  want  of  care.  I  knew 
that  the  naval  architecture  which  has  lately  been  in- 
troduced by  the  board  of  navy  commissioners  was  a 
diflgfrace  to  the  arts  in  this  country.  I  knew  that  to  put 
crews  Oh  board  sevcal  of  our  sloops  of  war,  the  Warren, 
Lexington,  and  Natchez,  fur  instance,  was  to  send  them 
to  a  prison-ship;  that  the  vessels  could  not  sai)  fast  enough 
to  overtake  any  thing  they  could  whip,  and  could  not 
get  out  of  -the  way  of  any  thing  that  could  whip  them. 
I  knew  that  the  projectors  were  ashamed  of  their  own 
experiment.  I  knew  that  immense  sums  of  money  had 
been  thrown  into  mud  and  water  upon  certain  **  water- 
halls."  I  knew  that  certain  grand  improvements  upon 
our  guns,  reducing  their  weight  from  that  well-known 
standard  of  experience  and  science,  200  pounds  of  metal 
to  the  pound  of  ball — the  chimera  of  medium  guns* — had 
ruined,  in  a  g^^t  measure,  our  naval  ordnance.  I  got 
the  report  of  the  inspector  of  naval  ordnance  into  the 
House  the  very  last  night  of  the  session,  through  my 
friend  the  honorable  William  Cost  Johnson,  who  made 
the  report  on  establishing  a  national  foundry.  That 
report  had  been  made  to  the  board  of  navy  commission- 
ers for  more  than  twelve  months,  and  had  never  been 
communicated  to  Congress,  because,  I  presume,  it  ex- 
posed some  of  the  chimeras  of  the  Department,  and 
shows  how  the  sixty-five  millions  have,  in  part,  been 
expended.  From  that  report  I  knew  that  about  750  of 
the  guns  of  the  navy  were  unfit  for  service,  and  they 
are  now,  many  of  them,  on  board  your  vessels  of  war. 
The  men  are  afraid  of  them.  I  knew  it  would  take 
from  six  to  twelve  months  to  get  our  ships  and  vessels 
of  war  in  ordinary  afloat.  Concerning  the  War  D«- 
psrtment,  I  knew  that  scarcely  one  of  the  old  fortifica- 
tions, which  were  left  dilapidated  by  the  last  war,  was 
in  a  state  of  repair.  Witness  the  facts  exposed  during 
the  debate  that  very  last  night  of  the  session  in  relation 
to  Fort  Mc  Henry,  near  Baltimore,  and  the  works  on  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico!  I  knew  that,  notwithstanding  more 
than  twenty-six  millions  had  been  expended  on  building, 
or  rather  on  commencing  to  build,  fortifications  since 
1830,  not  one  scarcely  of  our  new  fortifications  was 
completed.  I  say  **  commencing  to  build,"  because  the 
system  has  not  been  one  of  defence;  it  has  been  one  of 
electioneering  to  scatter  Government  patronage!  Instead 
of  completing  those  commenced  before  others  are  begun, 
as  many  congressional  districts  as  possible  are  given  a 
taste  Of  Treaaury  pap,  and  the  works  begun  and  incom- 
plete are  left  to  the  necessary  injury  of  delay,  and  to 
the  tender  mercy  of  any  enemy  who  may  choose  to  cap- 
ture them.  Your  own  forts  are  now  exactly  in  the  con- 
dition either  to  be  blown  up,  or  to  be  turned  upon  your- 
selves. Witness  Old  Point  Comfort  and  the  Rip  Raps! 
I  knew,  sir,  that,  with  the  roost  extended  coast  of  any 
people  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  on  the  gulf,  on  the 
Atlantic,  and  on  the  lakes,  to  be  defended,  we  had  not 
a  fort  in  readiness  for  any  emergency,  near  or  afar  off. 
I  knew,  according  to  information  from  the  ordnance 

•  These  guns,  I  am  told,  were  ordered  in  1826.— JVWf 


department,  it  would  take  twenty  years,  at  the  pmnt 
rate  of  appropriation,  one  hundred  tbousaiKl  ddhn 
only  per  annnm,  or,  in  other  words,  a  present  ippio- 
priation  of  two  millions  of  dollars,  for  armsment  of  for- 
tifications alone!  1  knew  we  had  but  three  safe  frandm 
in  the  entire  eastern  section  of  the  country,  it  vhitb 
ordnance  can  be  cast.  I  knew  that  casting  of  ordnance 
was  no  light  job,  and  two  iDillions  worth  was  not  to  bt 
cast  in  a  day.  I  knew  that  from  Florida  to  Maine  thne 
was  not  a  single  fort  which  could  mount  twenty  {vm 
I  knew  that  there  were  no  gun  carriages.  Witnea  Fort 
Washington,  the  guard  of  the  pass  to  this  Capitol,  whid 
has  once  been  burnt,  has  not  a  gun  on  its  nmputi 
And,  in  additipn  to  all  this,  I  knew  that  a  French  Rusii- 
ter  (General  Bernard)  knows  our  condition  of  defeuee 
better  than  we  do,  for  he  has  been  our  chief  enffom! 
Sucb  I  know  to  be  our  condition,  and  such  I  knovtobe 
our  condition  now,  though  year  after  year,  every  jtu 
the  false  cry  has  been  heard  from  the  watch^ovm, 
••  all's  well!"  Every  session  of  Congress,  every  mm 
of  the  session,  have  we  been  most  graciously  p^ 
with  the  formal  and  fashionable  congratulation  ud 
felicitations  on  the  happy  and  unparalWed  preieot  » 
dition  and  the  prospects  of  the  future  prosperity  of  «r 
country.  And,  Mr.  Speaker,  here  we  are !  caught  niked, 
defenceless,  unprepared,  and  unpreparing  for  defend, 
with  our  hands  in  the  lion's  mouth!  Let  those  rto 
have  all  the  lime  had  all  this  information,  and  who  hnc 
all  the  day  been  sUnding  idle,  recommending  notH 
reporting  nothing,  advising  nothing,  no?  not  until  tl» 
very  moment,  bear  the  blame;  1,  and  those  with  i b« 
I  act,  are  innocent.  , 

Sir,  I  say  I  knew  that,  with  all  this  immense  wwt  ai 
appropriation,  three  millions  would  be  but  as  a  drop  e 
the  bucket  for  either  of  the  objects— fortifications»«J 
nance,  or  increase  of  the  navy.  Knowing  thw,  I  t«» 
for  that  amendment.  Not  with  reference  to  wirjw. 
not  more  than  twenty-four  hours  before,  the  jenttaw 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Camb»iliho]  had  wiibdrivn  t^ 
resolution  to  make  contingent  preparation  for  ]W 
though  that  gentleman  praposed  the  three  mm 
amendment,  and  now  assigns  the  necessity  at  the  u» 
of  preparing  for  war  as  the  reason!  ThegeotieraB 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams]  withdrew  a  f^^ 
resolution,  and  voted  the  very  next  day  Tof »""  *7^ 
ment;  and  now  tells  us  that  the  "  next  step  fo''"^ 
who  voted  sgainst  that  amendment  was  to  join  the  e 
my!"  After  the  withdrawal  of  that  resolotroo  up*" 
French  affairs,  but  the  day  before,  by  the  chwrtnwj 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  could  I,  co"^'2 
not  initiated,  doubt  that  these  three  millions  were »« 
proposed  for  war?  I  voted  for  the  »»n«"^"?*°l!|!| «» 
sons  of  peace,  not  of  war.  I  thought  it  the  o»  J 
to  keep  peace  to  be  in  a  sUte  of  resdiness  f^JT^'  j.. 
that  sound  economy  as  well  as  policy  required  w  hj^ 
propriation.  For  the  reasons  I  have  given*  I  »> 
no  estimates,  no  more  data  than  I  hsd  already. 

But,  sir,  many  gentlemen  had  not  then  th«s  '"w^^ 
tion— the  estinaates,  the  dats.  No  inf9"»ation,  no  ^ 
mates,  no  data,  were  furnished  by  the  D«P?'V;.he e«- 
by  the  committees.  There  was  time  enough  wi 
timates  to  have  been  furnished;  for  I  tell  you  tw"^^ 
was  given  to  me  personally,  beforehand,  •"" .  .  t|,i( 
have  been  in  contemplation,  before  notice,  w  ^ 


h«r« 


amendment  was  to  be  offered;  and  the  gentlfB"^  ^^ 
New  York  [Mr.  Caxbbxlxko]  shall  not  ctoiw  ^  ^ 
given  notice,  and  still  urge  that  there  was  "<;*  .j,^ 
the  data  to  be  fiirnished.  Indeed,  all  the  tm^  ^^ 
olution  was  pending  to  make  contingent  ppep«^^^  ^ 
war,  these  data  and  estimates  should  "*J*  jufbrmi- 
pared;  they  should  always  be  ready.  B"^  .hoiuigl"' 
tion  of  the  kind  was  furnished  those  even  wn^^^ 
have  been  willing  to  vote  upon  faith  in  tne  r 
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Xhe  faith  of  some  was  monstrous  strong!— did  not  know 
that   he  wished  sucli  an  appropriation!  or  even  that  he 
thoug'ht  it  proper.     Why,  sir,  when  I  returned  home, 
and    was  accused  by  my  opponents  of  voting  the  Presi- 
dent  three  millions  of  dollars,  1  honestly  and  sincerely 
told  my  friends  that  the  President  never  called  for  the 
appropriation,  and  I  presumed  he  must  have  thought  it 
unnecessary,  or  he  would,  as  in  duty  bound,  have  cer« 
tatnly   recommended  it  by  message,  or  through  some 
Department.     Never,  until  I  saw  his  message  to  this 
Congress,  did  I  know  that  amendment  was  *<  in  accord- 
ance with  the  views  of  the  Executive.     And,  sir,  I  ven- 
ture   to  say  that  a  Urge  majority  of  the  last  Congress 
were  as  ignoi'snt  as  I  was  of  any  such  **  views  of  the 
£xecutive.*'    1  can  prove  here  on  the  spot,  by  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  [Mr.  Pkttok,] 
that  he  was  totally  ignorant  of  **  the  views  of  the  Exec- 
utive," or  of  any  information  from  the  Departments  ia 
relation  to  this  three  million  amendment. 

But,  sir,  I  now  know,  by  evidence  newly  discovered, 
that  some  few  did  know  that  the  President  did  desire 
this  appropriation  of  three  millionsi  that  they,  though 
chairmen  of  the  principal  committees,  never  communi- 
cated It  to  their  committees,  much  less  to  the  House; 
that  they  whispered  it  to  a  few  others,  and  told  them 
*'  not  to  say  any  thing  about  it."  You,  Mr.  Speaker, 
you,  I  charge  with  the  guilt  of  that  fact!  You  may 
deny  it  in  your  place,  or  noL  If  you  do  deny  it,  I  am 
ready,  with  a  witness,  to  prove  that— 

[Here  Mr.  Wiss  read  a  written  statement,  given  to 
him  by  the  honorable  Luke  Lea,  of  Tennessee,  corrob- 
orated by  the  statement  of  the  honorable  Samuel  Bunch, 
of  Teonessee,  in  the  following  words: 

*■  On  the  last  ni|(ht  of  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
pending  the  question  of  the  three  million  appropria- 
tion, two  of  the  members  of  that  Congress  hesitated  as 
to  the  propriety  of  voting  for  said  appropriation,  when 
one  of  them  proposed  to  the  other  that  he  would  make 
inquiry  of  one  of  the  members  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  who  sat  near  them,  whether  this  ap- 
propriation bad  been  asked  for  by  the  Presidenti  which 
he  did,  and  received  for  answer,  that  the  committee  had 
been  asked  for  it,  or  it  had  been  intimated  to  them  that 
he  desired  it,  but  that  you  need  not  say  any  thing  about 
it;  which  answer  was  immediately  communicated  to  the 
other  member.     It  was  then  agreed  upon  between  the 
members,  that,  as  the  money  was  not  to  be  used  ex- 
cept for  the  purposes  specified,  and  not  until  the  con- 
I    tingency  should  happen  to  make  it  necessary,  they 
i     would  vote  fur  the  amendment."] 

Sir,  I  charge  you  with  being  that  member  who— 
,         [Loud  cries  of  "order!  order!"] 

Mr.  WISE.    The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  [Mr.  Polk,]  it  is  said,  gave  this  answer.     Is 
\     it  true?    Yes  or  no!     Guilty  or  not  guilty  ? 

The  CHAIR.  If  it  is  desired  that  I  should  make  any 
statement  of  any  fact  in  my  knowledge,  I  am  ready  to 
make  it. 

[Ciies  of  <*no!  no!"  from  Mr.  Polil*s  own  friends.] 
Mr.  MERCER  considered  the  call  upon  the  Speaker, 
as  such,  to  be  out  of  order «  but  the  call  upon  him,  as  a 
member  of  the  last  House,  in  order. 

Mr.  WISE.    I  call  upon  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  last  Congress. 
,        ^The  CHAIR  said,  if  the  House  wished  it,  or  would 
^      permit  it,  he  would  make  a  brief  statement.     [Cries  of 
•*  no!  no!"  from  some  of   his  own    friends,   and  of 
^      ••  sgreed!  agreed!"  from  all  quarters.] 

Mr.  ADAMS  here  attempted  to  get  an  explanation. 
Mr.  MERCER  hoped  the  House  would  yiekl  its  unani- 
moos  consent  to  the  explanation  of  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  VINTON  wished  to  know  if  the  Speaker  liimaelf 
deiired  to  explain:  becausct  if  notj  beibotild  object  to  it. 


The  CHAIR  said  he  considered  the  whole  proceeding 
out  of  order;  but,  as  he  had  been  personally  alluded  to, 
he  had  not  arrest«^d  it,  and  that  it  would  afford  him  sin- 
cere  pleasure  if  the  House  would  permit  him  to  make  a 
statement. 

No  objection  being  made. 

The  SPEAKER  (the  House  having  given  its  permis- 
sion, and  many  members  expressing  a  desire  that  be 
should  do  so)  said  that  the  Chair  took  great  pleasure  in 
stating  to.  the  House  that,  upon  that  occasion,  he  had  felt 
great  solicitude  for  the  safety  of  the  appropriation  bills 
which  had  not  been  acted  on;  perhaps  the  more. solici- 
tude, from  the  position  he  at  that  time  had  the  honor  to 
occupy  in  the  House,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  aifd  Means.  Having,  na  he  had,  charge  of  some 
of  these  bills,  ahd  feeling  that  some  responsibility  de- 
volved upon  him,  his  ikttention  had  been  closely  directed 
to  them.  He  did  remember,  upon  that  occasion,  when 
the  three  millions  appropriation  was  moved,  that,  in  a 
casual  conversation,  two  members  of  the  House,  two  of 
his  own  colleagues  from  Tennessee,  who  were  also  mem- 
bers of  the  present  House,  and  who  at  that  time  occu- 
pied tests  immediately  in  his  rear,  asked  him  some  ques- 
tion in  relation  to  that  appropriation,  and  that  he  replied 
that  he  thought  it  a  proper  appropriation,  and  one  that 
ought  to  pass.  He  had,  he  said,  no  recollection  of  the 
precise  language  he  ntade  use  of,  but  he  had  said,  in 
snswer  to  the  inquiry  of  his  colleague,  substantially,  that 
he  thought  the  appropriation  proper,  that  the  Executive 
had  been  consulted,  and  that  it  met  the  Executive's 
wishes,  or  something  to  that  effect.  As  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  inquiries  had  often 
been  made  of  him  in  conversation,  by  members  of  the 
House,  in  relation  to  different  appropriations;  and  he 
had  always  given  the  information  in  his  possession,  as  he 
had  in  this  instance. 

The  Chair  would  then  state  what  he  had  not  perhaps 
thought  it  necessary,  at  tliat  time,  to  be  stated  to  the 
House,  and  it  was  this:  that  he  had  conferred  with  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  and  with 
some  members  of  the  Executive,  upon  tlie  subject  of 
this  appropriation.  As  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  it  was  his  duty,  if  alieavy  appropria- 
tion was  proposed,  to  ascertain,  and  be  able  to  give  the 
information  to  the  House,  if  it  was  required,  whether 
the  Treasury  was  in  a  conditfon  to  bear  it.  He  had 
always  felt  it  to  be  his  duty,  whilst  chairman  of  that 
committee,  to  consult  different  members  of  the  Execu- 
tive branches  of  the  Government,  when  he  thought  it 
necessary  to  obtain  information  in  regarti  to  all  appropria- 
tions for  the  public  service.  And  when  the  question 
was  asked  of  him  by  his  colleagues,  in  regard  to  this  ap- 
propriation, the  individual  now  occupying  the  chair  had 
answered,  in  substance,  that  he  thought  the  appropris- 
tion  altogether  proper,  and  that  it  met  the  approbation 
of  the  Executive.  He  did  not  remember  adding  any 
thing  of  the  purport  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, though  he  may  have  done  so,  and  would  not  say 
he  had  not;  though,  if  he  had,  it  had  escaped  his  recol- 
lection. 

The  Cliair  would  respectfully  remark  that  he  was 
really  unable  to  conceive  how  this  could  be  a  matter  of 
any  sort  of  importance.  If  it  had  an  important  bearing, 
he  was  at  a  loss  to  perceive  it.  l1ie  Chair  felt  a  deep 
sense  of  obligation  to  tlie  House  for  the  opportunity 
offered  him  of  giving  this  brief  statement. 

If  the  House  would  permit  him,  he  would  add  a  single 
suggestion.  It  must  be  evident  that  the  debate  which 
had  sprnnr  up  that  day  had  given  rise  to  great  excite- 
ment and  feeling,  and  would  require  great  forbearance, 
on  the  part  of  the  House  and  the  Chair,  to  enable  him 
to  preserve  order.  He  would  repeat  to  the  gentleman 
from  Yirgioia  tfait,  in  xtmioding  hUDy »  few  nonents 
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tkgOf  that  it  wai  agfiinst  order  to  refer  to  honorable  mem- 
bers of  the  last  Congress  who  were  also  members  of  the 
present  House,  and  in  their  seats,  by  their  names,  it  was 
far  from  the  intention  of  the  Chair  to  interfere  with  any 
of  the  rights  of  the  gentlemsn  from  Virginia,  and  would 
exceedingly  regret  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of  any 
member  upon  the  floor.  The  Chair,  thougnt  it  out  of 
order,  and  supposed  such  a  course  of  debate,  if  suffered 
to  proceed,  was  likely  to  produce  excitement  and  col- 
lision, and  he  had  therefore  wishcfd  to  arrest  it.  He  felt 
assured  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  every 
other  member,  would  see  the  necessity  of  such  a  course, 
and  would  sustain  the  Chair  in  his  efforts  to  preserve 
the  order  and  harmony  of  the  proceedings  of  the  House. 
Mr.  LEA,  of  Tennessee,  then  rose,  ami  confirmed  the 
statement  which  he  had  given  Mr.  Wisb  in  writings  and 
which  the  Speaker  [Mr.  Polk]  admitted  to  be  true. 

Mr.  WISE.  Sir,  permit  me  to- say  that  I  truly  arid  sin- 
cerely sympathize  with  the  situation  of  the  Chair.  1 
know  its  embarrassments,  and  I  shall  at  all  times  be 
ready  to  sustain  its  efforts  to  preserve  order. 

But  to  proceed.  And  this^  Mr.  Speaker,  is  not  an  im- 
portant nlct!  What,  sir!  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  know  the  fact  that  the  President 
desires  an  appropriation  of  three  millions  of  dollars,  not 
communicate  it  to  his  committee  otr  %6  the  Houie,  and, 
whilst  endeavoring  to  get  it  thi^gh,  di'nd  obtain  votes  lx»r 
its  passage,  to  whisper  the  President's  will  to  a  few  mem- 
bers in  their  seats — to  be  kept  a  secret! ! !  Great  God, 
sir,  and  this  in  these  days,  in  the  green  ree,  is  not  a  mat- 
ter of  importance.  1  wish  npt  to  deal  with  this  fact  until 
1  have  a  fair  opportunity. 

Mr.  PEYTON  here  moved  an  adjournment |  which 
was  carried. 

On  the  following  day  Mr.  WISE  relumed  his  remarks, 
as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  before  I  proceed  with  my  remarks  of 
yesterday,  permit  roe  to  say,  the  feflections  of  the  past 
night  have  admonished  me  that  a  most  serious,  solemn, 
ami  delicate  duty  fias  accidentally,  oH  the  occasion  of 
this  Rebate,  devolved  upon  me,  and  upon  aU  in  this 
House  who  are  dispoaedv  vfithoUt  fear,  fiv&r,  or  affec- 
tion, to  do  their  duty  to  their  country  and  its  sacred  in- 
stitutions. I  lament,  sir,  siit^^rely  laroentt  for  .t&e  sake 
of  all  that  is  dear  to  .us,  that  the  corruption — oohHiption, 
sir',  is  the  word— of  the  times  docf<  exist;  bu^  it  "4s  too 
true,  it  is  engendered,-  it  is  Aneaking  through  eVeryipiye- 
nue  almost  of  the  public  service,  it  is  undermining  the 
constitution  and  th«  safety  of  the  free  Government  which 
we 'denized  frota  our  fathers,  and  1  glory  in  dragging 
it  out  from  the  darkneis  which  it  loves,  and  in  exposing 
Hs  ''hideous  fr^nt"  in  the  full  light  of  truth,  to  the  as- 
tonished'gtez^  of  the  honest  and  unsuspecting  people  of 
this  nation!'  r will  then  leave  the  correction  of  it  to 
them.  They'  can.  create;,  and  they  can  destroy.  It  is 
one  bf  their  viftuest  bat  their  confidence  in  those  whom 
•  they  have  trusted  is  not  easily  to  be^haken;  but  when 
once  deceived,  once  betrayed,  their  vengeance,  their 
condif^n  punishment  is  aWful!:  I-^kpow  they  are  honest, 
and  will  not  tolerate  corruption. 

Sir,  before  t  chiaed  on  the  past  evening,  w€  had  arri- 
:  Ted  at  one  most  important  fact»  which  the  journal  docs 
not  record,  which  watf  not  before  known,  which  1  would 
that  the  h'istory  of  ttiy  country  ih  its  very  infancy  had 
not  to  record,  and  ^MHi  1  must  toy  has  produced  a 
most— Aalif^gufiM  anxiety. 

We  have  arrived  at  the  solemn  fact— half  adnillted 
and  fully  proved— that,  at  the  last  session,  the  chairman 
of  tbepooDimitteeof  Ways  and  Means  [Mr.  Po^xl.wai 
informed  imd;  knew  that  the  President  of  the  United 
SUtes  desired  A^  impropriation  of  three  millions  oP  dol- 
lars for  military  and  t^9l  liervicei  that  he  never  commu- 
nicated  it  to  his.  committee  oc  to  .tii«''ttou8e  6i  Bepetsent- 


ativest  but  whispered  it,  as  a  secret,  to  a  few  owmben 
in  their  seats,  desiring  them  to  ''say  nothing  ibout"  the 
fact  that  such  was  the  desire  of  the  President! 

I  call  upon  this  House  and  this  nation  to  vilneaik^ 
fact,  stated,  proved,  and  not  here  denied,  but  admitted 
Here  (striking  his  breast)  is  the  accuser;  there  (painiinitl 


the  Speaker)  and  there  (pointing  at  Mr.  CAniiiLtiG 
are  the  accused !  There  are  others  (stgnifyin^  Mr.  Y.  I 
and  Mr.  F.)  who  may  be  the  gtiihiest  of  the  g«n|;.  ne 
p^opte  are^our  Judges;  they  are  now  sittinf,  and  til 
judge  righteously. 

Why,  sir,  appoint  a  committee?    The  irtT^stipiion ? 

already  madet  here  iathe  record  evidence,  (boldinf  er 

the  jbumal,)  there  are  the  oral  witnesses,  (poinlinj^tt 

Messrs;  Lba  and  Buvcnt)  and  the  truth  neeewy  fori 

verdict  and  cdnvictibn,to  the  mind  of  any  hoiwir,  impir- 

tial  man,  is  already  out.    There  is  iio  ricce«it>*  for  ik 

appointment  of  the  committee  asked  for.    The  mitero! 

facts,  or  some  of  them,  are  already  before  thftHfflBf, 

and  all  of  them,  if  I  can  bring  them  oul,  shtU  be  btfort 

us  here;  and  here,  before  the  eyes  of  ihc  worM,  thet 

should  be  divulged .    Sir,  if  a  comhiittee  b  sppoinled,  it 

will  be  a  «<stocked  pack."    I  will  not  conient  lo  pliy 

with  such  cards!    If  a  committee  be  appointed,  thert 

will  certainly— we  have  ffot  to  that  psss-^e  two  reports 

conflicting  and  diametrically  opposite.  No  msttervjere 

truth,  where  justice  lies,  1  say  we  know  l)efortls8d 

tbere*'wUI;cerUinly  be  two  reports.    Commitieaaw 

more  used  now-a-days  to  gloss  over  than  to  V^f^ 

ruption.     I  have  but  little  confidence  in  them.   If  tKj 

csnnot  report  fiivorably  tot  'nhe  party,"  they  will  dw 

report  at  all!    Why  appoint  a  committee,  whea  here  J 

has  been  charged,  face  to  face,  and  fiiHy  pwre^iw 

the  fortification  bill  of  the  last  session  wss  loit  by  the 

manoeuvring,  with  others,  of  a  gentleman  whose  nw 

reads  in  the  journal— Churchill  C.  Cambreleng!   Wdj 

hd're  it  has  been  charged,  alid  not  denicd-sy.if  «»»• 

fulW  ptt>ved^that  the  chairman  of  the  Cominititt« 

Ways  and  itfeahs,  [Jamis  K.  Pout,]  knowing^  the  new 

of  the  Executivei  but  never  communicsting  tbeai^ 

committee  or  HouSe|idfd  go  round  P"^***'/ 'rj 

memb^  and  tell  such  as  were  Wendly  to  the  rw 

dent  that  he  wanted  the  grant  of  three  n""»ow.  ''"^ 

to  say  any  thing  about  it!  vWhst  need,  then,  I  rep"'.^ 

of  r  committee  to  ascertain  what  4s  alresdy  wo"^ 

These  facts  have  come  out,  and  more  mast  foHow  i^ 

them  follow,   one  after  another,  in  review  f^^'y 

hall,  and,  if  you  are  honest,  you  will  ga«e  on  tDf f^r 

cession  with  indignation  snd  alarm!    N®  PTf"JS 

mittee  in  a  shut  chamber!     Let  the  naked  tm  b  wjj 

up  heie»  to  confront  men  in  high  places,  no  im'w 

they  may  be,  charged  with  frsud  and  corraptton. 

I  will  fi^er  examine  this  object  any  wb«^J^ 
than  in  this  Bouse.  And  how  was  that  «««  "  ^ 
amendment  proposed?  Sir,  although  it  was  aPP*  ^ ^ 
brought  upon  us  suddenly,  in  the  last  W"' ®;.7it.u 
istence,  and  although  the  House  had  no  notice  ^  ^ 
all  events,  not  until  the  day  before,  yet  now 
that  it  had  been  for  some  time  ^^^^ti^^kft^ 

Surter;  that  It  was  "in  accordance  y'{V-  coiiJi»"«»' 
e  Executive;"  that  these  views  had  *^I^,.,>i«(l 
cated  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  oi  ^^, 
Means,  [Mr.  Polk,]  and  to  the  chairman  of  m  ^ 
tee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  [Mr.  Ca«b»»w»»»J^,^^„j 
municated  them  secretly  to  a  few  othe'*  j^^.  i 
time  tl^en,  lir,  fe*  alf  4hft  estimates  to  be  wrn  ^.^^ 
know,  a|i4  the^gferttleman  (Mr.  C]  will  beaj  ^^^ 
that  he  gave  me  notice,  perwmallyi  w^*"*  „  ,b!<»<J 
the  3d  or  Mjirch,  th^;he  irtlendcd  to  "^^Tl  f  jufofft 
ment  for*thr<e  millk)ns,  though  1  had  no"°T\p^i»ee 
and  much  leis 'had  I  notice  that  it  waj^  ,  dIc(J««<1'"' 
even  with  the  views  of  the  Executive*  <  F  ^  is 
self  to  Vote  for  it,  from  the  inforii»i»on  i  P 
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relation  to  our  defencelefls  condition.  A  day,  a  lingle 
day,  was  sufficient  time  to  furnish'  tile  estimates,  froin 
the  nunieKHik  facts  which  lie  in  the'wiiv  of  erery  body, 
and  especially  for  the  Dcfiarimtents,  which  should  always 
be  ready  with  all  information  as  to  the  condition 'of  the 
couhtry..  It  was  known  to  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the 
Preaideht  thought  this  a  proper  and '  necessary  appro- 
priation, and  that  he  desired  it  to  be  made.  Why  was 
this  not  made  known  officially  to  the  committee  and  to 
the  Housed  Why  did  not  the  President  "givetoCon- 
gresB*'  this  information,  <''  and  recommend  to  their  con- 
sideration" this  tneasure,  which  he  judged  "  necessary 
and  expedient?"  ♦'.    ' 

Sir,  it  is  madefthe  imperative  duty  of  the  iPresident  of 
the  United  States  by  the  coAstitutiOn:  **  He  shall,  [read- 
ings from  the  constitution,]  from  tihne  to  time,  give  to 
the  Congress  information  of  the  state  of  the  Union,  and 
recbnHnend  to  their  consideration  stich>  measures  as  he 
shall  judge  necessary  and  expedient."    Th^  is  his  duty, 
not  by  that  permisslre  word  <*  may,"  but  by  that  im- 
peratire  word  <*  shall,"  and  not  at  the  beginning  6n1y  of 
a  session,  but  *'  from  time  to  timet"  ^^  i^H  times  proper 
lie  is  bound  to  do  and  perform  this  imperative  duty. 
Now,  sir,  on  the  Sd  of  March,  1835,  the  last  Congre^ 
bad  been  twice  in  'session,  and  in  existence  two  years; 
and  yet,  at  the  beginning  of  neither  session,  and  at  no 
time  whatever,  had  he  ever  intimated  even  that  the 
«'  state  of  the  Union"  required  an  appropriation  of  three 
millions  of  dollars.     He  did  not  communicate  any  .such 
''information"  to  this  Congress!     Was  the  Exechtive 
ilg^norant  of  the  wretched  condition  of  our  means  of  de- 
fence? Did  he  not  know  the  startling  facts  which  1  have 
already  disclosed  in  relation  to  our  fortifications, .  our 
ordnance,  and  our  navy?*  I  ssv,  sir^  they  are  too  plahi 
to  be  stumbled  over  by  any  body,  and  certainly  the  De- 
partments should  be  the  very  sources  of  information  on 
the  subject.  There  was,  however,  a  great  deal  of  trouble 
in  the  wigwam  last  winter,  iMien*  the  -  runiors  tif  ^ar 
reached  the-gua«dif m  of  bur  safety.     How  will  it  be  if 
the  tocsin  of  war  be  actually  sounded?    The  President 
was  no\  igpnorant  of  our  condition)  an  appropriation  was 
necesiary  without  a  spepk  of  war  in  the  horizon,  and 
his  rttesnge  to  us  this  session  is  proof  furnished  by  him- 
self that  he  deemed  that  three  millions  amendment 
necessary  and  proper  on  the  dd  of  March,  1835,  when 
he  made  norecommendatioiroTtHe  measure  to'Congress, 
save  to  you,  sir,  and  you  stt{>piSes8ed  itt  and,  thougn  our 
French  relations  are  in  a  worse  condition  than  then,  he 
still  made  no  recommendation  of  such  an  appropriation 
in  that  very  message  which  says  it  waaninte  months  ago 
in  ''accordance  with  the  views  of  the  Executive^"- 

A  secret  recommendation!  What,  in  the  name  of  the 
safety  of  this  Government,  was  it  to  be  kept  secret  for? 
Was  the  direction  to  keep  it  secret  the  direction  of  the 
President?  Or  was  it  the  unauthorised  direction  of  the 
chrrman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means?  [Mr. 
PoLX.]  This  question  should  be  answered;  one  or  both 
mutt  be  guilty,  and  one  [Mr.  Polk]  is  guilty,  whether  the 
other  is  or  not.  Would  the  chairman  hive  dared  to 
withbald  any  item  of  the  executive  will  which  he  was 
ordered  to  communicate?  If  he  failed,  he  was  guilty  of 
a  flagrant*  dereliction  of  duty  to  the  Exeeutive  andr  his 
recommendation.  And  if  he  was  ordered  to  "  keep  the 
will  of  the  Executive  secret,"  and  did  so,  he  was  false 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  the  constitution, 
and  the  Country,  and  betrayed  his  trust! 

Sir,  though  the  fortification  bill  had  came  to  the 
Home  from  the  Senate  days  and  weeks  before  the  3d  of 
'  March,  this  three  million  amendment  > was  kept  bsck 
until  the  last  hour.  Was  it  intended  to  be  hurried 
through  by  fear  of  the  responsibility  to  refuse  an  appro- 
priation for  nominal  defence,  when  there  was  no  time  to 
thinki  and  scarcely  tine  to  act?    Sir»  I  thought  I  ^ad 


clearly  excused  myself  for  the  vote  I  gave  on  this  amend- 
ment; hut  late  information,  such  as  I  have  discovered, 
and  exposed  to  the  House,  makes  it  neceasary  for  me  to 
say  I  will  swetr  on  the  holy  evangelists  that  I  never 
heard -oiie  word  about  the  views  of  the  Executive  in  re- 
lation to  this  three  'million  appropriation  until  the  mes- 
sage of  the  Pvefcidentto  this  Congress;  and  never  did  f 
know  that  the  views  of  the  Executive  were  kept  secret 
until  I  obtained  the  written  statement  from  my  friend 
from  Tennessee,   [Mr.  Lba,]  which  I  got- from  him 
within  the  litst  forty-eight  hours! ,  I  knewa day  or  so 
beforehand  ihat  such  a  proposition  would  be  made,  but 
I  thought  it  would  be  made  and  was  made  on  the 
responsibility  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 'F(ir- 
eign  Affairs  alone.   I  had  such  information  as  slilthoriitfed 
me  to  vote  for  it — ^information  which  very  few,  if  any, 
members  besides  had;  for  it  was  not  until  the  3d  of 
March,  afler  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  that  T  got  in  the 
report  6f  the  inspector  of  nsval  ordnance,  which  huf, 
n^ver  been  communicated  to  Congress,  though  it  had 
been .  lying  in  the  office  of  the  board  of  navy  commis- 
sioners lor  near  or  quite  eighteen  months,  through  my 
hbnorabfe  friehd  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  W.  C.  Joavsov,] 
who  made  the  report  on « the  national  foundry.     I  say  I 
knew  the  wretched  .condition  of -.the  navy  and  of  fortifi- 
cations, and  I-Totfed  for  Ihat  amendment  under  the  im- 
pression that  it  Was  necessary  for  a  state  ^of  peace  as  well 
aa  for  a  state  of  war.     Bat  did-^I  know  that  none  but « 
few  sefect  tools  knew  the  real  secret  about  it?  Did  I  know 
that  two  chairmen  of  the  higheat  committees  knew  the 
wishes  and  views  of  the  Executive,  and  had  concealed 
them  except  from  a  few  aa  a  aecret?    Did  I  dream  that 
there  waa   danger  of  thia  three   millions  'becdhniri^ 
secret-service  money?    Sir,  if  1  had  known  or  suapected 
any  iWin^  like  this,  I  would  as  soon  luive  trampled  this 
constitution,  this  work  of  our  fathers,  this  guarantee  of 
our  liberties,  under  foot-^have  torn  it  into  atoma,  or 
thr6wh  it  into  that  fire— as  I  would  have  voted  for  that 
amendmeAl,  aiplpnopriating  three  millions  of  dollars  for 
secret  service?  fioth  acts  would  have  been  equally  sacri- 
legious, and  woufd  have  done  eqeal i  violence  4o  the 
constitution  and  the  country.    But  (he  secret  iVas  kept, 
and  the  House  reo^ined  ignorant  of  what  it  was  doing! 
Permit  me,  sir,  Mb  due  to  myself,  to  give  you  my  im- 
pressions of  this  amendment  at  the  time  I  voted  for  it. 
Its  form  was  not  such,  I  confess,  as.  satisfied  me;  but  in 
the  short  spice  I  hadito  view  it,  I  tn  led  to  A  construo- 
tion  which  reconciled  me  to  vote  for  it.    It  ia  sufficient 
for  my  justification,  that  my  impressions  of  it  wiere  hon- 
est at  tiie  time,  though  1  do  not  pretend  to  say  now 
whether  my  construction  of  it  was  right  or  wrong. 
There  is  no  principle  in  the  theory  of  our  Government 
more  vitally  important.  In  my  estimation,  than  the  prin- 
ciple of  specific  appropriations.     During  the  whole  of 
the  last  Congress,  I  was  constantly  watchful  to  preservjB 
that  principle  as  sacred  to  the  freedom  of  the  constitu- 
tion.   It  .was  jealously  borne  in  mind  by  me  when  called 
on  to  vote  for 'this  amendment.    I  read  it  carefully. 
[Here  Mr.  Wxsb  read  the  amepdiMnt.l    In  the.4isual 
language  of  appropriation,  this  lUm  of  three  millions  was 
••  to  be  expended.  In  whole  or- in  part,  under  the  direc- 
•ti«)n«orthe  Pre^entt>f  the  United  States."  I  could  not, 
;or  did  not;  atvthe  time,  regard  thia  clause  as  extraordi- 
nary 4t  improper,  because  I  knew  it  merely  recognised 
the  distinct  functions  of  Congress  and  the  Executive. 
Congress,  or  rather,  the  legislative  department,  appro- 
priates the  public  money,  and,  in  all  cases  except  that 
of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  two  Houses  and  some  other 
minor  exce|)tions,  the  Executive  applies  the  appropria- 
tion.   From  the  foundation  of  the  Government,  the 
money  appropriated  by  Congress  has  been  "expended," 
with  or  without  an  express  provision  to  that^  eJBrct, 
"ouder  the  direction  of  the  Pfe|Bdeoi»"  or  eom^one  ef 
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the  executive  Departments.  This,  then,  rouied  no  feari 
no  suspicion.  Again:  this  sum  was  to  be  expended  for 
••  the  military  and  naval  service." 

This  was,  ^thought,  too  ipeneral,  too  indefinite  and 
latitudinous,  if  it  liad  been  alone,  unrestrained  and  un- 
qualified s  but  it  struck  me,  at  the  moment,  that  it  waa 
limited,  restrained,  and  made  more  specific,  by  the 
clause  or  phrase  immediately  succeeding,  *' including 
fortifications  and  ordnance,  and  increase  of  the  navy." 
My  oonstniction  then  was  that  this  three  millions  of  the 
public  money  was  to  be  appropriated  for  **  that  part  of 
the  military  and  naval  service  included  under  the  heads 
of  fortifications,  ordnance,  and  increase  of  the  navy." 
And  knowing  that  three  millions  could  well  he  expend- 
ed on  either  object,  that  either  fortifications,  ordnance, 
or  increase  of  the  navy,  would  consume  more  than  three 
millions,  and  that  the  whole  sum  would  be  very  tnade- 
<iuate  for  all  three  objects,  and  not  knowing  which  ob- 
ject  might  require  most  of  the  appropriation,  I  saw  no 
objection  to  leaving  a  discretion  in  the  application  of  the 
■um  to  these  three  objects,  as  they  might  require  it  to 
be  expended,  upon  a  principle  similar  to  that  which  au- 
thorises the  transfer  of  a  surplus  of  one  fund  to  the  de- 
ficiency of  another  fund  appropriated.  Such  was  my 
view  of  this  part  of  the  amendment,  when  it  was  propo- 
sed i  it  is  certainly  plausible,  though  I  am  now  inclined 
to  think  it  is  erroneous.  I  now  fear  that  something  more 
was  meant  here  than  caught  the  eye  of  one  who  was 
called  upon  to  vote  so  suddenly.  The  "  proviso*'  of  the 
amendment,  which  <•  provided  such  expenditures  shall 
be  rendered  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  country 
prior  to  the  next  meeting  of  Congress,*'  I  regarded,  so 
ftir  from  being  an  extension  of  executive  discretion  in 
the  application  of  the  appropriation,  as  a  limitation  of 
that  discretion,  and  as  creating  a  responsibility  on  the 
Executive  which  would  not  have  been  imposed  without 
it.  If  there  had  been  no  such  proviso,  the  money  would 
have  been  appropriated  absolutely,  to  be  expended  ab- 
solutely, whether  necessary  or  not{  and  it  allowed  not 
the  President  to  judge  of  the  necessity  of  expending  the 
money  for  offence,  but  for  the  purposes  merely  of  d^/enee, 
and  made  him  responsible  for  the  exercise'  of  a  sound 
discretion,  even  in  expending  the  appropriation  for  those 
purposes.  This  constniction  of  that  proviso  I  believe 
now  to  be  correct  ^  but  1  believe  now  that  no  tongue  can 
tell  how  it  may  have  been  perverted!  These  views  I 
expressed  on  the  3d  of  March,  1835,  on  the  floor,  and 
they  were  honestly  entertained.  The  sum  of  money 
was  triflinif,  compared  with  the  objects  of  expenditure. 
1  knew  it  would  require  ten  millions  for  fortifications, 
ordnance,  and  the  increase  of  the  navy,  considering  the 
manner  in  which  the  money  of  the  United  States  is 
squandered  on  our  public  works,  or  rather  our  public 
contractors.  I  thought  the  amendment  not  only  inno- 
cent, but  necessary,  for  peace  as  well  as  for  war. 

But  now,  sir,  I  should  like  to  know,  I  have  a  right  to 
inquire,  whether  the  ingenious,  ambiguous,  doubtful 
wording  of  this  amendment  had  any  covert  and  treach- 
erous meaning.  If  so,  if  this  appropriation  was  for  se- 
cret service  money-^if  it  was  a  man-trap,  a  Government- 
trap,  I  say,  with  all  the  energy  of  my  soul,  I  say,  the 
corruption,  the  treason,  which  set  it,  should  be  hurled 
from  Its  high  seat,  whether  that  seat  be  in  this  House  or 
the  white  house!  If  there  was  any  thing  foul,  false,  or 
fatal,  intended  by  this  trap,  I  am  innocent!  Was  I 
duped?  Was  I  imposed  on?  Is  it  not  too  bad  that  the 
House,  or  the  Senate,  should  be  charged  with  this  indi- 
vidual fraud,  and  that  those  rtry  persons  who  did  the 
wrong,  who  are  themselves  guilty  of  this  miserable  trick 
of  setting  this  Government -trap,  should  now  be  setting 
the  Senate  and  the  House  by  the  cars  for  the  responsi- 
bility of  their  own  wrongs — ^that  they  should  now  be 
hissing  on  the  quarrel,  and  chuckling  m  their  ileevcs  at 


the  success  of  their  cunning  device!  1  do  contemnnd 
abhor,  I  do  denounce  them  and  their  dericet!  Th«; 
are  caught !  Let  them  hang  their  head|^  the  guilt) 
wretches,  in  eternal  shame!  Their  guilt  it  establislicd 
beyond  all  controversy  by  parol  and  record  proof,  v^  I 
here  hold  them  up  to  the  lash  of  an  indigntot  pcopk. 
Sir,  when  thia  statement  [holding  op  Mr.  Lll'i  viiltn 
statementl  was  made  to  me  within  thelaAtwoil»fitl 
ahoddered  to  think  how  near  I  may  have  been,  im 
cently  on  my  part,  brought  to  aid  in  an  unpardotubic 
crime  against  my  country!  Would  all  the  proteiUtioii 
of  innocence,  made  with  all  the  fervor  of  honett  anceiv 
ty,  have  ssved  my  humble  name  from  the  everlastiif 
auspioion  of  being  parHetpe  eriadnie?  Sir,  if  harm  toibe 
country  was  meant,  it  was  the  interposition  of  ikat  Di" 
vine  Providence  which  has  ever  watched  over  the  ^ 
niea  of  this  republic,  to  guard  it  from  secret  tDd  op(», 
foreign  and  domestic  (bes,  and  which  **bniigetb  good 
out  of  evil,"  that  the  appropriation  was  not  made.  1^ 
coast  remains  unfortified;  but  better  to  than  that  vs 
fortifications  or  our  standing  army  should  nov  be  bii 
tling  with  armament  against  our  own  Fibertia!  Loot 
upon  what  may  have  been  the  intention  and  the  raalt- 
God  Almighty  may  have  eent  an  espedal  prorideoceU 


prevent  the  bill  from  passing,  to  ssve  the  GoTenia»| 
from  ruin,  and  the  names  of  mnooent  men  from  ctflrniri 
obloquy  and  reproach.  The  gentleman  from  New  Yort 
[Mr.  CAxaftBLBire]  may  aet  it  down  as  one  ment  ol  k< 
trick,  of  his  intrigue,  that  it  may  have  saved  the  GwrfW 
ment.  It  succeeded  to  defeat  the  fortificatioo  bdl,  W 
prevented  a  much  greater  mischief,  and  it  is  nov  a^ 
sed.  Yes,  sir,  from  what  U  now  known,  the  mm  oT  tto 
awful  night,  the  Sd  of  March,  1835,  may  have  sired  tM 
Government.  We  now  know,  Mr.  Speaker,  thit  yon 
knew  the  President  desired  this  imsMnse  appropnitio". 
and  that  you  kept  it  secret,  and  requested  o^h«"  ^*^ 
nothing  about  it.  I  can  conjecture  no  good  object « 
keeping  that  aecret.  Can  any  gentleman  give  ^ 
reason  why  the  <•  views"  and  wishes  of  the  Executne 
were  not  msde  known? 

Sir,  if  a  despotiam  is  to  be  sprung  upon  ui,  w^e- 
cy's  sake  let  it  be  known,  that  we  may  sthke  >t  dof* 
or  escape  from  it !  Let  us  aee  and  know  it  is  ippn^i' 
ing,  that  we  may  stand  and  strike,  or,  Hke  our  wi«^ 
««Uke  the  wings  of  the  morning,  and  fly  to  tbe  ot^- 
most  parU  of  the  earth,"  to  escape  its  iron  gncp  ^ 
find  a  home  for  the  fi^e!  Do  not  give  us  a  flc^^^^ 
potiam!  I  pray  God  to  save  this  country  from  a  fcot^ 
despotism !  If  there  is  an  unpardonable  poUtical  iiM 
is  the  intent  and  overt  act  to  bring  about  *^^.°^ 
potism.  I  ask,  why  was  so  much  secrecy »« 'f**'!?^ 
the  views  of  the  Executive  necessary.'  Wm  in^^ 
more  meant  than  waa  expressed  by  that  VBendmeni  . 
confess,  sir,  I  am  bewildered  and  amaxed!  Tbec^ir* 
man  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  M etos  ^7 
whispering  the  wish  of  the  Executive  to  bare  pbcefl* 
bis  disposal  $3,000,000,  and  enjoining  >«<^^  JL^ 
conceive  of  no  conduct  so  reprehensible^ »  iTm^ 
abominable!  Done,  too,  by  **  a  member  of  ^"'^ 
cratic  republican  party"— done  by  a  represeotst^ 
a  free  people!  Sir,  I  was  about  to  say  that  Uje  E«^ 
tive  would  not  dare  to  impart  a  secret  of  ^r^)^ 
any  patriot  in  Congress:  he,  any  roan  who  '^-^ 
country,  would  have  spumed  the  communicstjoo 
indignant  warmth,  and  have  exposed  it  upon  tuej^; 
I  beg  pardon  of  my  friend  from  TennesKe  l"J^  ^^j 
for  saying  this  so  strongly,  as  he  did  notsnnouoce 
fact  as  soon  as  be  was  told  of  it.  1  know,  sir,  oe  ^ 
honest,  and  I  know  the  circumsUnces  ub^^' *"!fj  got 
secret  was  whispered  into  his  ear.  It  no  doiibt  m  ^^ 
strike  htm  then  as  it  strikea  me  now.  Sir,  if  ^e  *^ 
have  a  despotism,  1  pray  Heaven  •S'*"  *^  J!IS^-ho  i» 
upon  ui  in  a  bold  and  manly  way.    (^et  Uie  DV 
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D  subdue  our  liberties  come  with  the  boldness  of  »  Na- 
•oleon;  let  him,  in  the  sight  of  all  the  people,  put  on 
tie  imperial  purple  and  the  crown!  We  will  know 
htn  the  worst,  and  can  prepare  the  armor  of  our  de- 
snce.  I  could  admire  wniht  I  should  strike  the  tyrant 
f  genius  and  brave  ambition,  who  would  attempt  to 
eize  upon  our  liberties  by  force.  But,  of  all  despot- 
ims,  that  brought  upon  an  unsuspecting  people,  a  con- 
ding,  a  generous,  free  people,  through  the  pimps, 
nps,  spies,  tools,  and  pensioned  trained  bands  of  se- 
ret  corruption,  is  the  most  loathsome,  the  most  despic- 
ble,  the  most  to  be  dreaded! 

Sir,  I  remember  well  that  when,  that  night,  two  of  my 
olleagues  [Messrs.  Gomnoir  and  Gholsoii]  warned  us 
gainst  trusting  so  much  to  the  Ezecutive,  I,  for  one, 
lenied  that  it  was  any  **  pitiful  administration  or  anti- 
dministration  measure.'*  T  thought  so  in  truth  and  hon- 
st  sincerity.  It  was  expressly  denied  by  gentlemen 
r  ••  the  party,*'  among  the  rest'  by  a  gentleman  fh>m 
Forth  Carolina,  [Mr.  Btkom,]  that  the  President  bad 
ailed  for  this  appropriation,  and  they  contended  that 
re  had  no  right  to  infer  that  it  was  his  wi&h.  When  I 
eturned  home  to  my  good  constituents,  and  was  ar- 
aigned  for  roting  three  millions  to  the  President  to  do 
rith  as  he  pleased,  I  vindicated  myself  most  successfully 
rom  this  charge  of  man-worship,  by  showing  these  veiy 
lenials  that  it  was  the  wish  of  the  President  to  have  this 
ppropriation  made.  It  was  over  and  often  repeated  in 
'our  presence,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  in  that  of  the  chair- 
nan  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  [Mr.  Caksbil- 
tMo,]  that  the  President  did  not  call  for  the  appropri- 
ition,  and  that  no  roan,  therefore,  could  be  impeached 
or  man- worship  who  voted  for  it.  And  it  was  as  fre* 
|uently  asked  whether  we  would  appropriate  so  Urge 
V  sum  without  a  call  from  the  President.  You,  sir,  and 
he  other  gentleman,  knew  the  secret,  were  present, 
md  neither  corrected  the  denials  nor  answered  the  in- 
quiries! Sir,  you  permitted  truth  to  h\l  in  the  streets, 
knowing  the  secret,  and  not  disclosing  it,  would  have 
>een  bad  enough;  but  knowing  it,  and  keeping  it  confi- 
lentially — not  disclonng  it  to  but  one  or  two  individu- 
lis,  that  with  the  view,  too,  of  obtaining  their  votes  for 
he  grant  of  the  three  millions,  and  enjoining  secrecy 
ipon  them — is  awfully  alarming!  The  secrecy,  I  ssy, 
ir,  implies  some  object  in  the  amendment  which  is  not 
expressed.  What  was  that  object?  Were  three  mil- 
ions  wanted  for  a  peace  establinhment?  Certainly  not, 
n  the  estimation  of  the  Executive,  or  it  would  long  ere 
hen  have  been  recommended.  If  for  peace,  he  should 
lave  given  us  infDrmation  at  the  previous  session, 
i^ithout  doubt  the  President  did  not  suddenly  find  out, 
in  the  last  day  of  the  last  Congress,  that  three  millions 
vere  wanting  for  a  peace  establishment.  No,  it  was 
lot  for  peace. 

Was  it  for  war?  *  No.  The  House  was  unacquainted 
vith  any  such  object.  It  is  true,  I  believe,  the  Presi- 
lent  was  for  war  at  the  last  Congress,  and  I  do  not 
crtow  that  he  has  alighted  from  his  war  horse  yet.  But, 
lir,  if  war  was  in  the  wind,  the  House  was  deceived, 
rompletely  deceived,  by  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
ee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  who  but  the  da^  before  with- 
Irew  his  resolution  upon  French  relations,  declaring 
hat  <*  contingent  preparation  should  be  made  for  war.*' 
%.nd  here,  sir,  let  me  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
:husetts,  [Mr.  Adams,]  that  be  could  not  have  inferred 
Tom  the  resolution  *<  to  insist  upon  the  execution  of 
he  treaty"  with  France,  that  preparation  for  war  was 
lecessary,  because  such  an  inference  was  precluded  by 
he  withdrawal  of  the  express  resolution  to  make  con- 
ingent  preparation  for  war.  I  ask,  then,  was  the  ob- 
ect  of  this  amendment  to  nmke  secret  preparation  for 
var?  Did  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
iffairs  [Mr.  CAVBBiisife]  suppose  that  the  resolution 


to  make  contingent  preparation  for  war,  which  he  with- 
drew, would  be  published  in  foreign  Journals  as  well  as 
our  own,  and  that,  taken  in  connexion  with  the  o:her 
resolution,  to  insist  upon  the  execution  of  the  treaty, 
the  two  would  be  regarded  by  France  as  a  threat,  when 
this  amendment,  thus  clandestinely  smuggled  into  an 
ordinary  appropriation  bill,  would  attract  no  notice  at 
home  or  abroad,  and  we  at  the  same  time  could  attain 
the  objects  of  the  resolution  which  he  withdrew? 

If  such  was  his  policy,  why  did  he  not  make  it  known 
to  his  committee,  if  not  in  debate,  and  let  it  be  under- 
stood generally  in  the  House?  Is  this  to  be  the  pretext? 
Were  we  to  have  a  war  in  disguise?  Were  we  to  steal 
upon  the  enemy?  Does  it  become  a  nation  like  this  to 
put  a  dagger  up  sleeve,  like  an  assassin?  I  protest 
against  secret  preparations  for  war,  supported  by  secret 
appropriations!  Would  war  have  been  now  raging  or 
not,  Congress  or  no  Congress,  if  that  amendment  nad 
passed?    Save  me  from  the  question ! 

But,  for  the  objects  of  war  or  of  peace,  if  the  amend- 
ment had  been  in  proper  form,  I  put  it  to  the  roiembers 
of  the  Ust  Congress  if  there  was  any  necessity  for 
secrecy?    Neither  army  nor  navy  was  in  a  proper  con- 
ditition  for  peace  or  for  war,  and  the  Departments  had 
the  best  reason  in  the  world  for  an  honest  and  an  open 
course.     Sir,  how  much  do  you  suppose  the  BecreUry 
of  the  Navy  now  askst  as  an  additional  appropriation,  to 
put  your  navy  in  trim?    Only  $6,337,7751    Well,  sir, 
we  were  in  no  better  condition,  as  I  have  shown  you,  on 
the  3d  of  March,  1835,  than  we  are  in  now.    There 
was  then,  I  ssy,  as  this  their  own  estimate  shows,  reason 
enough  for  a  grant  of  supplies,  which  might  have  been 
honestly  and  openly  stated  to  us.     Why  was  not  this 
estimate  then  made  as  it  is  now^   I  mean,  sir,  in  a  word, 
was  there  any  object  besides  peace  establishment  for 
army  and  navy,  or  war,  which  was  meant  to  be  attained 
by  the  three  millions  amendment?   I  fear,  sir,  that  a  war 
upon  the  Treasury  for  the  purpose  of  Government 
patronage,  rather  than  a  war  upon  France  for  honor  or 
treaty,  was  meant  then,  and  is  meant  now!    Millions  of 
vour  public  money,  which  is  appropriated  for  the  pub- 
lic good,  is,  by  some  legerdermain,  appropriated  into 
the  pockets  of  the  pets  of  **  the  party."    Tour  navy, 
for  instance,  since  the  last  war,  I  am  told,  has  cost  you, 
sir,  sixty-five  millions  of  dollars,  and  for  that  sum  you 
have  got  afloat,  in  commission,  1  ship  of  the  line,  4  frig- 
ates, 11  sloops  of  war,  and  six  smaller  vessels!    The 
United  States  has,  I  am  told,  sir,  fourteen  millions  of 
property  in  the  Pacific,  round  Cape  Horn,  one  half  of 
which— more  than  the  whole  amount  of  the  French 
treaty — might  be  struck  off  at  a  blow  by  three  French 
frigates;  and  you  have  on  that  station,  I  believe,  one 
frigate  and  two  sloops  of  war!    Tes,  sir,  I  have  all  along 
thought  that  it  was  high  time  we  were  making  prepara- 
tion.    I  thought  so  for  two  reasons:  I  knew  we  were 
not  upon  a  respectable  peace  estsblishment,  and  I  thought, 
what  I  think  now,  that  war  is  not  an  improbable  thing 
when  GeneralJackson  desires  it.  I  therefore  voted  for  thd 
three  millions,  and  more  than  ever  am  I  for  making  prep- 
aration, when  I  fear  that  the  question  of  peace  or  war 
depends  upon  one  man  alone — he  has  enough  to  do  his 
bidding*,  here  and  elsewhere — and  when  I  look  at  our 
strength  compared  with  that  of  other  nations. 

Twenty  million  five  hundred  and  fiA^-two  thousand 
dollars  additional  appropriation  is  required  to  give  us 
our  relative  naval  strength,  compared  with  France  and 
Great  Britain.  Five  million  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars per  annum  required  for  ten  years,  to  attain  and  keep 
afloat  such  a  force. 

I  think,  sir,  when  we  look  upon  this  comparative 
statement,  we  cannot  sa^  to  France,  as  did  the  wolf  to  the 
lamb  in  the  fable:  '*'Ti8  crime  enough  that  she  cannot 
resist!*' 
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The  naval  forces  of  the  United  8tatet»  France*  and 
Great  Britain,  are: 
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And  I  think  that  this  will  ahow  us,  sir,  that,  if  war 
was  expected  or  intended,  there  was  a  strong  necessitv 
to  commence  preparations  for  war.  Our  own  quarrel, 
our  own  weak  state  of  preparation,  and  our  enemy's 
strength,  should  long  sgo,  ssy  I,  have  admonished  the 
watchful  guardians  of  the  nation  to  be  making  ready. 
They  have  been  ftirionsly  charging,  ttpoii  others,  upon 
the  Senate  of  the  Isst  Congress,  for  not  putting  the 
country  in  a  state  of  defence.  And  now,  sir,  if  it  can  be 
shown  thst  they  are  themselves  the  guiltiest.of  the  guilty 
in  this  high  onence,  what  shall  be  done  with  the  cul- 
prits? Shall  the;^  not  have  the  poisoned  chalice  return- 
ed to  their  own  lips,  which  they  have  oflTered  to  others? 
Be  it  remembered,  sir,  that  the  Executive  conducts  our 
foreign  relations — he  has  known  the  chance  and  dangers 
of  war  much  better  than  we.  Ay,  air,  some  develop* 
meats  we  know  were  withheld  from  us.  If  the  country 
should  have  been  preparing  for  war,  then  should  not  the 
President  hsve  been  making  some  recommendations  of 
the  kind?  Should  he  not  have  been  warning  us  to  pre- 
pare? Where  are.  the  recommendations  of  the  Execu- 
tive, the  estimates,  the  mesMges,  the  communications  of 
the  Departments,  up  to  this  very  week  of  this  session? 
None— no,  not  one!  Was  the  President  for  war  during 
the  last  session?  When  did  he  call,  or  intimate  a  call, 
for  the  defence  of  the  country?  Sir,  will  it  be  believed 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  not  this  session, 
until  this  present  week,  furnished  your  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  with  the  estimates,  the  ordinary  estimates, 
of  appropriation  ? 

And  here,  sir,  I  must  be  permitted  to  vindicate  the 
notable  minority  of  eighteen  ^  I  intend  to  do  that  now — 
to  mark  facts  hereafter  as  we  go  along,  and  note  events 
as  they  occur;  for  I  am  now  more  than  sufficiently  ad- 
monished never  to  leave  the  defence  of  my  acts  in  one 
Congress  to  any  subsequent  Conj^ess  which  may  follow. 
Yes,  sir,  no  estimates  were  furnished  the  committee  to 
which  I  belong  by  the  Navy  Department  this  winter, 
until  they  were  kicked  out  of  it.  If  it  were  so  great  a 
sin  not  to  vote  three  millions  additional  for  the  increase 
of  the  navy  last  winter,  is  it  no  sin  not  to  ask  for  one 
cent  up  to  this  time  this  winter?  Sir,  it  will  be  recol- 
lected that,  on  the  llth  of  January,  the  honorable  chair- 


roan  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  [Mr.  Jam] 
introduced  a  resolution  **  that  the  Comnittee  oq  Nini 
Affairs  be  instructed  to  inquire  intotheezpedicDCjof 
increasing  the  naval  force  in  commisiion."  J  oppoed 
that  resolution,  voted  against  it,  and  was  thrown,  dy  wf 
good  friends  in  this  House,  into  a  ootsblt  minority  of 
eighteen.  To  vindicate  that  eighteen,  and  to  ezeapli^ 
fully  the  exact  manoeuvre  of.  the  three  aiillioniiinesl> 
ment  last  session,  sir,  I. must  detail  to  fou  s  ibortliiitarj 
of  the  facts  of  the  case.  Some  time  prcfioostotbe 
time  when  ^he  resolution  was  offered  by  the  booonble 
chairman,  [Mr.  Jabyis,]  he  and  I  were  wslkiog  od  tint 
highway  of  the  nation,  Pennsvlvania  avenue.  We  net, 
sir,  a  distinguished  member  of  the  board  of  ntvy  coflio* 
sioners*-i^  cpmmodonH*wbo. shared,  in  the  otnl  fighu 
and  victories  of  the  laat*  war.  We  stoppjed  to  hoidi 
conversation,  in  which  that  officer  of  the  Nsfy  Depm- 
ment  frankly  admitted  that  our  navy  requir^  t  iirp 
appropriation,  a  much  larger  appropriation  than  hid  bed 
called  for  by  the  Secretary;  and  said  that,  "if  vept 
into  a  war  with  France,  we  would  be  whipped  for  tke 
first  three  years."  ••Well,  sir,"  I  replied,  "ifwcirj 
to  be  drubbed  for  that  length  of  time,  I  think  ve  hid 
better  take  care  not  to  get  into  the  fight,  or  btd  better 
begin  to  prepare  for  it  as  soon  as  possible."  He  mi, 
••  after  we  were  whipped  for  about  that  length  of  tiae, 
we  would  begin  to  get  ready,"  and  begged  the  hononUe 
chairman  and  myself  to  hare  an  eye  to  the  necentia 
and  wanta  of  the  navy. 

Sir,  I  am  willing  to  Uke  all  the  responsibility  vbid 
belongs  to  roe,  and  soroetimes  more  than  beloogi  to  «• 
in  case  of  emergency.  But  I  had  begun  to  niipect,  vhii 
I  suspect  still,  that  this  French  war  is  but  s  mere  key  to 
unlock  the  Treasury,  and  that  Congress  » to  be  w»* 
through  the  cry  of  national  defence,  to  take  the  ra^ 
sibility  of  turning  it,  and  opening  the  door  for  pitrooage> 
If  the  money  abould  happen  to  be  required,  and  tbeipj 
propriation  be  popular,  the  praises  all  would  be  about^ 
to  the  Executive,  who  had  not  recommended  it;  uM 
unnecessary  and  unpopular,  the  curses  and  the  w» 
would  be  sure  to  fall  on  Congress,    f ,  thererore,  tf* 


was  determined,  so  for  as  I  could,  to  block  the  gtoe-- 
to  make  those  who  should,  Uke  the  responsibility-  i 
was  willing,  and  am  still,  to  vote  for  any  ressonibteip 
propriation,  if  called  for,  but  I  was  determined  to  knot 
what  additional  appropriation  would  be  ••  in  accordtftt 
with  the  views  of^the  Executive."  before  the  dection* 
the  next  Congress?  Accordingly,  sir,  it  was  prop«» 
in  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  to  inquire  of  the  ^ 
retsry  of  the  Navy  whether  any  additional  appropruif 
for  the  increase  of  the  navy  was  required.  Thiiinqj"^ 
was  directed  to  be  made  by  our  honorable  chu|ia^ 
[Mr.  Jabvib,]  some  time  before  be  offered  his  reioiuuw 
of  the  llth  instant,  and  wss  then  pending.  No  ins"^ 
had  been  returned  to  the  Committee  on  Nml  An>^ 
though  it  seems  now  an  answer  had  been  gt^^"  '^. . 
honorable  chairman.  Now,  sir,  when  the  hw^ 
chairman  offered  that  resolution,  will  it  be  W'^T^/l 
he  knew,  for  answer  from  the  Secretary,  thit  he  i 
Secretary)  had  declined  to  answer  the  inquirr  01^" 
committee  ?  When  the  honorable  chairman  offeree  »" 
resolution,  sir,  he  did  not  state  that  his  committee^ 
already  inquired,  and  could  not  get  an  W?J;  .|„i 
not  know  then,  though  a  member  of  the  c«nj'*'J*'''Lj  jj 
our  inquiry  had  been  refused  an  answer,  »nd  tboujB 
was  still  pending.  If  still  pending,  I  thought iber^ 
lution  supererogatory.  To  ascertoin  whether  our  inq^ 
had  been  answered,  it  will  be  recollected  that  I  tttej^ 
ed  to  ask  a  queation  of  the  honorable  chairotn  ^^^ 
opposed  his  resolution;  that  question  wss,  wheioe    ^ 


inquiry,  on  the  very  same  aubject  of  the  resolution  »j^ 
we  had  already  anticipated,  had  been  ^^^^^L\\^ 
Department?    And  I  hope  it  is  still  remcfflberefl  »i 
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House  how  I  was  prevented  from  obUining  the  answer 
nrhich  I  desired  from  the  hononble  chairman.  I  asked 
Ihe  question;  the  chairman  was  rising  to  answer,  when 
:he  Speaker  asked,  ••Does the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
i^ield  the  floor?"  "Yes,  to  have  his  question  answered 
>y  the  gentleman  from  Maine,"  [Mr.  Jabvis.]  The  ques- 
ion  was  repeated,  and  again  and  again  interrupted  by 
he  Speaker  in  the  same  way,  until  I  gave  up,  sir,  in 
lespair,  the  attempt  to  obtain  the  answer  which  was  so 
lecessary  for  the  correct  information  of  the  House.  It 
was  the  first  time  since  I  have  been  a  member,  sir,  that 
:  ever  saw  a  gentleman  thus  interrupted  and  positively 
irevented  from  obtaining  an  answer  to  an  inquiry  for 
nformation  courteously  put  to  a  member  in  his  seat. 

But,  sir,  I  can  confirm  a  remark  which  was  made  the 
ither  day,  that  the  Speaker  may,  if  he  will,  by  many 
ricks  upon  order,  and  courtesy  too,  exercise  undue  pow- 
;r»  over  the  proceedings  of  this  body.  So  it  was;  an 
lonest  inquiry  was,  it  seemed  to  me  designedly,  stifled 
n  the  case  which  I  put.  The  answer  was  not  obtained, 
rhich,  if  it  had  been  obtained,  I  flatter  myself  there 
rould  have  been  apparently  either  no  necessity  for  the 
esolution  of  the  honorable  chairman,  or  there  would 
^ave  been  no  minority  of  18.  The  resolution  passed 
nth  a  vote  in  the  aflirmative  of  164.  And  what  then 
lid  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afl^airs  do?  How  « inquire 
nto  the  expediency  of  increasing  the  naval  force  in  cora- 
nission,"  without  going  right  back  to  the  Department, 
vhich  had  already  once  refused  to  answer  the  very  same 
nquiry  ?  We  did  order  a  written  inquiry  to  be  immedi- 
ately directed  to  the  Secretary,  which  is  now  answered 
>y  a  written  communication,  but  which  also,  I  am  told, 
irould  not  have  been  answered,  but  for  a  circumstance 
nd  an  influence  which  I  am  not  authorized  to  name. 
fes,  sir,  the  answer  has  at  last  come,  and  what  does  it 
llsclose?  Why,  that  the  Department  does  want  more 
han  six  millions  for  the  navy  alone!  The  Department 
»f  War  also  has,  within  this  week,  crept  out  of  its  shell, 
nd  called  for  more  than  five  millions!  Eleven  millions 
tow,  instead  of  three,  actually  wanted,  and  if  wanted 
tow,  was  wanting  on  the  3d  of  March,  1835,  and  no  call, 
lo  recommendation,  no  estimates,  until  almost  this  very 
noment!  Now,  sir,  does  this  need  comment?  Has  there 
lot  been  clearly  an  attempt  to  shufile  oif  responsibility 
m  Congress?  Is  it  not  a  plain  case  that  **  the  party" 
nd  its  Departments  have  been  longing  wishfully  for  a 
ull  sweep  at  the  public  coffers,  but  they  wanted  you 
ind  I  to  take  out  the  money  for  them?  If  we  refuse, 
he  cry  is  raised,  «  You  are  against  defending  the  coun- 
Ty\  the  next  step  for  you  is  to  join  the  enemy!" 

Sir,  I  will  not  put  my  hand  mto  the  Treasury  of  the 
leople  until  I  know  specifically  for  what  their  monev  is 
o  be  expended.  Why,  sir,  even  after  the  House  had 
idopted  the  resolution  to  inquire,  and  before  an  answer, 
ly  some  new  mode  of  appropriating,  the  Committee  of 
i¥ays  and  Means,  to  ensure  relief  to  the  Secretary,  I 
uppose,  reported  an  increase  of  two  millions  to  the  or- 
Imary  navy  bill,  voluntarily,  and  without  any  call  or  in- 
brmation  from  the  Department,  for  aught  we  know! 
>ir,  this  mode  of  voluntarily  appropriating  enormous 
iums,  without  message,  without  estimateji,  without  rec- 
ommendation, or  information,  or  responsibility,  on  the 
)art  of  the  Executive,  other  than  in  expending  them, 
rill  soon  corrupt  the  Government,  and  make  Congress 
lut  the  mere  tool  of  the  Executive!  And  now,  sir, 
vhal  judgment  shall  be  passed  upon  this  same  Secretary 
)f  the  Navy,  who  admits  now,  by  his  own  showing,  that 
sure  ttian  six  millions  additional  are,  and  have  been  all 
he  time,  required  for  the  "  increase  of  the  navy,"  and 
irho  yet  has  never  made  any  recommendation  whatever, 
ither  to  this  or  the  last  Congress,  except  for  two  frig- 
tes,  three  sloops  of  war,  and  four  steam-vessels,  which 
iras  meant  as  an  increase  to  the  peace  establishment 
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only,  up  to  this  week  of  Ihis  session?    Will  the  gentle- 
.  nian  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Hawbs]  now  embrace  him  in 
his  mortification  and  regret,  and  hand  him  over  to  the 
executioner  for  not  defending  the  country? 

Sir,  my  distinguished  friend  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Tbompsov]  told  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Caxbrelbvo]  the  other  day,  that  '*  it  is  the  fashion  of 
'  the  party'  not  to  shrink  f^om  responsibility."    My  hon- 
orable friend  has  convinced  me  that  he  is  a  most  excel- 
lent judge  of  men  and  things,  but  he  was  mistaken  that 
time.    No,  sir!     General  Jackson,  in  perfect  accord* 
ance  with  his  high-toned  independence  of  mind  and  ac- 
tion, assumes  responsibility,  but   *•  the  party"  shrinks, 
and  skulks,  and  dodges,  in  fear  and  trembling!     When 
Jupiter  shakes  the  empyrean  heights,  all  the  gods  trem- 
ble!    When  Jackson  frowns  and  stamps  hii  foot,  rises 
in  his  majeaty,  and  says  "I  take  the  responsibility!"  all 
the  sycophants  of  ••  the  party"  quake  with  fear!     Wit- 
ness the  deposite  question.     When  the  President  went 
forth  in  doubtful  contest  against  the  bank,  there  was  a 
**  little  man"  who  trembled  from  his  hair  to  his  heels, 
[here  some  one  said  he  had  no  hair,]  right,  sir,  his  head 
is  bald — from  the  crown,  then,  of  his  head  to  the  sole 
of  his  foot.     His  knees  smote  together  with  fright  du- 
ring the  battle,  but  the  moment  the  victorv  was  achiev- 
ed,  out  sprang  the  Lilliputian    from  behind  the  Old 
Hero,  and  strutted,  hectoring  over  the  dead  body  of  the 
monster  monopoly!     So  it  was,  sir,  with  that  very  three 
millions  amendment.    I  have  no  doubt  the  President 
was  independent  and   honest  enough  to  have  recom- 
mended it  boldly,  but  « the  party"  leaders  kept  the  rec- 
ommendation secret;  and  when  the  sum  was  reduced  so 
low  as  to  disappoint  the  Old  Hero,  and  to  rouse  l)is 
wrath  to  veto  the  bill,  ••the  partv"  were  manoeuvring, 
and  dodging,  and  whispering,  and  cutting,  and  shuffling 
through  the  Capitol,  and  sending  billets,  to  change  the 
responsibility  of  the  failure  of  the  fortification  bill  from 
the  President  to  the  Senate!    That  is  the  secret.     Sir, 
when  it  is  found  that  any  measure  will  succeed  and  ag- 
grandize the  <Mittle  man,"  then  '•  the  party"  will  take 
the  responsibility — not  \>efore.    So  it  was  this  very  ses- 
sion with  this  same  Secretary  of  our  Navy,    if  there 
had  been  no  responsibility,  no  populsrity  to  risk  in  rec- 
ommending six  millions  for  the  increase  of  the  navy,  the 
service  would  not  now  be  suflTering  for  appropriations. 
But,  Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  a  certam  class  of  men  who, 
put  them  where  you  will,  in  any  situation  in  life,  will 
piddle — I  mean  old  bachelors!    I  never  will  henceforth 
support  any  man  for  the  presidency  who  will  appoint  a 
bachelor  to  any  oflSce  of  honor  or  profit,  and  especially 
of  responsibility.     An  old  bachelor,  sir,  is  a  ''withered 
fig  tree"— he  is  a  "  vit  inertia!'*    Old  bachelors  are  too 
near  akin  to  old  maids! 

Sir,  when  the  Executive  desires  an  appropriation,  if 
he  will  "  give  me  the  information  of  the  state  of  the 
Union,"  which  he  is  bound  to  give,  and  show  me  that 
the  public  good  requires  it,  and  how  and  for  what  it  is 
to  be  made,  I,  for  one,  will  never  be  niggardly  in  voting 
supplies.  The  Naval  Committee  has  already,  without 
recommendation  from  the  Executive,  or  instructions 
from  this  House,  of  its  own  motion,  inquired  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  increased  appropriations.  My  policy  and 
views  are  the  same  as  when  I  voted  for  the  three  mil- 
lions amendment.  If  war  is  to  come,  I  fear  only  the 
consequences  of  being  unprepared.  We  have  the  sin- 
ews of  war,  and  should  apply  them  in  time.  With  an 
overflowing  Treasury,  ana  a  quarrel  with  Franee  to 
settle,  I  would  have  voted  liberally  the  supplies  asked 
for,  but  until  now  none  have  been  called  for.  1  am  for 
peace— peace!  for  the  sake  of  peace!  But,  if  war  must 
come,  we  must  be  ready.  Since  the  rejection  of  the 
most  conciliatory  overture  of  compromise,  unless  there 
be  a  mediation  of  some  sort,  I  cannot  see  how  war  is  to 
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bf!  tvoided.  France  will  not  itrike»  but  she  will  not  ^»y 
the  money.  We  will  not  explain,  it  seemsi  and,  having 
the  cause  of  war  on  our  part,  we  cannot  remain  inactive. 
But,  sir,  I  do  not  mean  to  say  I  am  for  war,  or  to  discuss 
that  question  at  all.  I  only  mean  now  to  say  that  I  shall 
not  take  part  with  France  against  the  President,  much 
less  will  I  aninst  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
I  shall  go  for  my  country,  **  right  or  wrong."  And, 
sir,  as  I  would  not— I  am  sure  the  President  will  agree 
with  ma  in  this,  Cor  he  knows  all  about  the  sport— pit 
a  game  chicken  without  his  gaffs  on,  I  might,  perhaps, 
a  dominico^  just  to  see  him  killed — much  less  would  I 
iend  out  our  old  ships,  which  have  whipped  the  proud- 
est of  England's  navy,  to  fight  Frencbmen,  without 
baUeries  complete,  and  the  gallant  sons  of  our  army 
and  navy,  without  swords  and  buckler,  and  mail  of 
triple  steel!  But,  sir,  I  must  have  the  recommendation, 
the  estimateai  the  data,  and  there  must  be  no  juggling! 
liCt  the  Executive  come  forward  and  recommend  what 
is  to  be  done.  I  will  rely  chiefly  upon  his  knowledge 
of  the  wars.  He  should  have  come  forward  last  session. 
We  must  have  communications  from  the  Departments. 
They  know  of  the  necessity,  of  which  we  are  ignorant. 
Even  the  "fourth  department"  of  the  Government,  the 
Globe,  has  been  furnished  with  more  information  than 
has  been  given  to  us,  to  whom  it  is  all,  all,  without  res- 
ervation, due.  If  war  does  depend  upon  the  will  of 
one  man,  he  will  have  enough  to  do  his  bidding,  to  vote 
when  he  bids  them  vote,  to  be  silent  when  he  bids  themi 
in  short,  to  say  *'  ay  or  no,"  as  he  may  prompt. 

Sir,  I  must  hereafter— I  have  been  bitten  once  by  low 
party  tricks  and  chicanery,  practised  to  put  an  immense 
sum  at  the  secret  service  of  **  the  party" — I  say  I  must 
hereafter  know  to  a  certainty  that  an  appropriation  is  to 
be  spplied  to  the  purposes  of  national  oefence,  and  not 
of  electioneerin|[,  before  I  vote  for  it.  Everyman  in 
the  Government  is  now  authorized  and  franked  to  elec- 
tioneer, from  Indian  agents  and  postmasters  up  to  the 
President.  We  now  have  a  President  electioneering  for 
his  successor,  and  it  is  time  the  nation  was  told  of  it 
with  the  voice  of  a  trumpet!  Sir,  since  the  publication 
of  that  letter  of  outrageous  dictation  and  of  justification 
of  '*  the  Government  patronage  in  conflict  with  the  pu- 
rity of  elections;"  that  letter  to  a  member  of  the  Ten- 
nessee Legislature,  which  appears  in  the  Government 
official,  and  is  there  not  only  justified  but  lauded, 
claiming  the  right  to  employ  all  his  constitutional  pow- 
ers to  expunge  a  resolution  of  one  branch  of  Congress, 
and  the  right  to  interfere  with  the  independence  of 
State  and  Federal  Legislatures,  I  feel  constrained,  by 
the  love  I  bear  my  country,  to  **  cry  aloud  and  spare 
not!"  Sir,  I  wish  to  see  the  public  mind  concentrated 
on  these  fiicts. 

But  to  return  from  this  digression.  The  three  mil- 
lions amendment  passed;  and,  after  a  disagreement,  the 
^  Senate  adhered.  Wasit  disrespectful  to  adhere?  The  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams,]  who  I  thought 
was  «*in  a  stew"  all  that  dreadful  night,  seems  now 
to  have  a  holy  horror  of  the  word  "adhere."  I  under- 
stood the  Senate,  sir,  as  strongly  asserting  only  the  doc- 
trine of  specific  appropriation;  not  as  dissenting  from 
the  ordinary  items  of  the  bill,  and  not  as  objecting  to  a 
reasonable  amount  of  additional  appropriation  formally 
enacted.  The  Senate,  sir,  did  not  know  the  secrets!  And 
shall  the  Senators— among  the  rest  an  honored  Senator 
from  Tennessee,  [Ur.  Whitb,]  who  knows  his  duty 
generally  as  well  as  any  man  without  being  told,  who 
was  once  trusted  by  the  President  first  of  any,  and  de- 
serves now  to  be  trusted  with  his  confidence  more  than 
all  his  present  friends,  who,  when  he  was  in  confidence, 
kept  it  honorably,  and  the  confidence  itself  was  honora- 
ble and  patriotic-^shall  they,  shall  he,  be  accused  and 
condemned  for  not  knowing  without  hearing  the  Exec- 


utive secret?  Shall  he  be  required  to  know  vitboit 
being  told— to  vote  without  knowing  why?  Wby.sr, 
the  service  is  hard  enough  to  do  the  sovereign  villud 
good  pleasure  of  potentates  when  the  bidding  cam 
loud  and  authoritatively,  and  that  Senator  is  not  om 
who  is  likely  to  obey  orders  from  any  power  iuttbl 
of  his  own  people  and  their  LegisUture;  but  to  do  lU 
will  of  hb  master  without  bidding,  and  to  knov  tlis 
will  without  being  told,  is  too  much  to  expect  of  u; 
slave.  If  this  Is  a  sin,  I  hope,  sir,  tluit  he  and  bii  friends 
wiir  ever  have  to  plead  guilty.  Sir,  the  Senate  kotf 
no  *'  why  or  wherefore"  wliatever  for  the  pinge  of 
that  amendment — tbcy  were  taken  by  surprise— ibejfR- 
spectfully  disagreed.  The  House  refused  to  recetir, 
and  insisted.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetti  [Mr 
Adams]  voted  to  recede  from  the  three  miUions  isieid^ 
ment,  and  yet  yesterday  he  asserted  that  any  one  ''iko 
would  refuse  to  vote  for  that  amendment  bad  but  ok 
other  step  to  take,  and  that  step  would  be  to  join  the  ck- 
my  and  assist  in  battering  down  the  walls  of  the  Capitol" 

[Mr.  AsAXs  here  rose  to  expUin.  He  had  Bide » 
personal  allusion,  he  said,  to  any  member  of  this  C» 
gress,  nor  to  any  individual  member  of  the  bat  Congna 
He  had  personified  a  sentiment,  and  his  remarlu^K 
applied  to  that  personification.] 

Mr.  WiBi.  I  am  glad  to  stand  corrected;  I  quott^ 
the  language  in  order  to  be  put  right.  **  The  pew* 
fication  of  a  sentiment!"  I  see  it,  sir;  I  an  giTett 
form,  use,  color — a  skin,  muscle,  bone,  and  aoev.  I 
can  make  it  a  palpable  man,  whose  cranium  the  pe- 
nologists would  mark  as  very  inteUectoal.  1  uodeituii 
now  that  this  is  a  Massachusetts  war,  and  it  it  not  ^ 
me,  sir,  to  meddle  with  it.  If  1  understand  the  gtsik- 
nuin's  explanation  for  receding,  it  was  to  prerent  tU 
loss  of  the  bill;  and  yet,  sir,  when  the  Hoaie  visfer 
adhering,  did  he  not  adhere  too?  [Mr.  Adaxs  shook  bii 
head.]  So  it  is:  the  gentleman  did  vote  for  once|(wiKi 
to  recede.  Generally,  if  any  man  ever  docs  t^^ 
adhere,  and  adhere.  It  is  he.  I  voted  for  the  aoei^ 
ment,  and  adhered  to  it  throughout.  I  was  not  in  w 
secret.  I  was  on  the  verge  of  a  precipice,  and  1 W' 
have  had  to  thank  the  gentlenun  from  MassacbtfiO 
[Mr.  Aojjia]  for  a  vote  which  might  have  saved  ntff^ 
an  awful  plunge  into  error. 

When  the  House  asked  for  a  conference,  the  Scn^ 
readily  agreed,  and  appointed  conferees  on  its  pf- 
I1ie  conferees  of  the  two  Houses  sgreed  on  reduc|2 
the  sppropriation  from  three  millions  to  eight  buMnf 
thousand  aollars,  and  on  making  it  more  specific.  ^ 
I  now  again  ask  the  honorable  gentleman  froffi  ><* 
York,  [Mr.  CAxanBLsao,]  the  chairman  of  the  conleitc 
of  the  House,  whether,  when  he  lefl  the  eonfere«(i 
after  agreement  to  report,  he  did  not  intend  to J^' 
port?  Why  did  he  not  report?  Sir,  I  Myt^f^ 
there  were  two  conjectures.  I  say  now  there  iR 
three  modes  of  accounting  for  the  failure  of  the  b«' 
orable  gentleman's  intention.  One  is,  that  ^^^ 
failed  because  of  a  word  in  the  ear,  whispered^ 
two  high  functionaries  between  the  conference^ 
and  that  door,  [pointing  to  the  door  next  to  the  Spo< 
ePs  room,]  or  the  gentleman's  seat  in  the  Houie.  ^en 
there  not  two  such  «« busybodies"  in  the  wiy  of  duJP 
report^  Another  is,  sir,  that  there  was  a  special  cp» 
munication,  a  billetdouz,  handed  to  the  bononbler^ 
tleman,  [Mr.  CAMBaxLaae,]  in  his  seat,  »<^«r.^f  ^ 
in  from  the  conference.  Was  there  such  a  ^»*^*Z, 
what  was  its  purport?  A  third  is,  that  lliere  wm»^ 
cial  visit,  in  person,  from  a  certain  dislinguiUied  Sew 

of  "the  party,"  [Mr.  S W ^l,  Jr.]    WWj^ 

he  say  ?    Was  not  the  burden  of  all  three,  the  vb^ 
the  billet,  and  the  special  messenger-(t)ie  ^ 
stooped  low  from  his  high  degree,  to  beco-iM  i  ">p^ 
1  between  the  two  Houses}— that  the  conferees  oi 
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House  b»d  done  wrong  to  agree  to  reduce  the  sum.^ 
rhftt  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  was  a  "  poor,  p'tti- 
ful  sum,"  which  would  not  satisfy  the  President^  That 
ihe  President  had  risen  up  in  wrath,  and  iwom  that  he 
irould  veto  the  bill,  because  the  Senate  had  refused  the 
vhole  grant  of  three  millions,  and  that  they  should  be 
nade  to  bear  the  loss  of  the  whole  bill?  Did  not  the 
ntripie  then  aasame  a  double  aspect  of  policy,  to  ward 
iff  from  the  President  the  responaibility  of  vetoing  the 
lill  which  he  had  sworn  to  veto,  and  to  throw  the  re> 
iponsibility  and  odium  of  the  failure  of  the  bill  on  the 
Senate/  This  was  the  abominable  game;  it  was  too  bad 
^i^gfflt  us  first  out  of  our  independence  of  legislation, 
ind  then  out  of  our  character!  There  are  fire  high 
i^itnesses  to  attest  these  acts,  if  a  committee  be  appoint- 
ed to  inquire,  who  may  be  called  on.  You  may  go  to 
he  first,  second,  third,  fourth,  and  fiflh  highest  officers 
»f  your  GoTemment;  and,  sir,  I  should  like  to  see  them 
horoughly  cross-examined.  We  have  had  a  most  im- 
tortant  fact  disclosed  Utely.  The  secret  journal  of  the 
lenate  has  been  opened,  and  a  certain  endorsement  of 
a  Clerk  has  been  exposed.  Now,  sir,  that  Secretary 
r  the  Senate  is  a  most  excellent,  good,  and  pious  man, 
fiXh  a  high  and  due  sense  of  propriety.  He  would  be 
autious  to  endorse  nothing  which  was  not  only  true, 
•ut  proper  to  be  endorsed.  But  I  must  ask  if  all  was 
ndorsed  which  was  said?  I  could  not  shut  my  ears,  sir, 
Q  the  rumors  which  passed  from  seat  to  seat  that  awful 
tight.  Suppose  the  Senate  did  send  a  message  to  the 
Executive  that  night,  rejecting  a  certain  nomination  { 
nd  suppose,  in  reply,  the  President  had  told  the  Sec* 
etary,  **  I  will  receive  no  further  communication  from 
he  d^— d  rascals)  the  Senate  is  defunct!*'  I  am  sure, 
tr,  such  an  answer  would  have  been  undignified  and 
nbecoming,  and  that  the  Secretary's  strict  sense  of 
tropriety,  and  of  what  was  due  to  the  President  and  to  the 
lenate,  would  have  prevented  him  from  endorsing  all 
iiat  was  said.  And  yet  this  committee,  if  raised,  and  it 
iquire  faithfully,  may  bring  out  many  such  facts. 

Sir,  I  repeat  that  there  was  no  disposition  on  the  part 
f  the  Senate  or  the  House  to  defeat  the  fortification  bill 
f  last  session.  Both  Houses  did  their  duty,  and  both 
re  now  equally  interested  to  guard  against  such  inter- 
>repce  for  the  future  as  actually  prevented  both  Houses, 
lough  ready  and  willing,  from  doing  their  duty.  Yes, 
r;  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  R.  M.  Jonirsoii] 
tiallenged  me,  at  the  beginning  oPthis  session,  to  specify 
:t8  of  executive  intermeddling  or  interference  with  the 
idependence  of  the  legislation  of  Congress.  I  gave 
im,  sir,  one  pretty  strong  casei  but  here  is  one  still 
ronger.  None  could  be  stronger.  On  the  last  night 
r  the  last  Congress,  both  Houses  of  Congress^  I  assert, 
(id  have  proved,  were  not  only  ready  and  willing,  but 
ixiously  endeavoring,  to  pass  a  law  which  the  President 
imself  says,  and  which  I  admit,  was  very  important  to 
)e  public  interests,  with  large  majorities  m  each  in 
ivor  of  the  hw,  and  the  two  Houses  agreeing,  by  spe- 
i»l  conference;  and  they  could  not  and  did  not  get  the 
11  through,  in  consequence  of  the  minions  and  pimps 
r  the  Executive  tampering  with  their  tools  in  the  House 
'Representatives! 

Now,  sir,  if  the  gentleman  wants  a  stronger  case  than 
At,  I  cannot  imagine  it.  1  know  such  was  the  fact; 
d  though  all  *'  the  Government"  should  swear  to  the 
fitrary,  I  should  know  and  believe  the  fact  until  the 
y  of  my  death.  Is  it  to  be  borne,  that  some  twenty  or 
irty  of  a  trained  band  shall,  by  reducing  us  below  a 
orum,  reduce  a  majority  of  both  Houses  of  Congress 
low  the  foot  of  the  Executive^  Shall  we  be  thus  in- 
•rupted  in  our  business  bv  '*a  fragment"  of  <*the 
rty,"  doing  the  bidding  of  their  idol?  Is  this  an  ad- 
nistration  of  the  Government  in  the  spirit  and  letter  of 
*  constitution,  which  makes  the  legisUtive  department 


independent  of  the  Executive,  and  intends  that  it  shall 
be  a  check  upbn  the  Executive?  Will  the  people  sufTer 
this  monstrous  violence  to  the  theory  and  practice  of 
their  Government?  Oh!  that  I  could  raise  my  voice  to 
a  pitch  of  remonstrance  which  could  go  forth  through- 
out this  land;  which  could  reach  ever^  hamlet,  every 
home,  and  every  heart  of  the  people;  which  could  speak, 
trumpet-tongued,  to  every  man  who  has  in  his  bosom  a 
spark  of  the  spirit  of  the  free!  I  would  rouse  a  resbt- 
ance  to  this  misrule,  this  corruption,  this  patricide  of 
<*  the  party,"  which  would  soon  determine  whether  the 
many  or  the  few  shall  rule  the  destinies  of  this  republic! 

Sir,  the  whole  mass  of  power  which  is  conferred  by 
the  constitution  on  all  the  departmenta  of  this  Govern- 
ment  is  nearly  as  great  as  the  whole  power  of  any  Gov- 
ernment of  any  civilized  people.  But  the  theonr  of  our 
Government  so  distributes  this  power  among  different 
branches  or  departments  as  to  check  and  counter- 
balance, restram  and  control  each  other  mutually. 
Power  with  us  is  so  neutrarized  to  do  harm,  and  so  well 
poised  to  do  good,  in  the  theory  of  our  constitution,  that 
the  Ctovernroent  was  made  free  at  the  same  time  it  waa 
made  efficient.  But,  sir,  the  practice  of  the  Govern- 
ment has  of  late  so  perverted  the  theory  of  the  constitu- 
tion, that,  through  corruption,  we  are  fast  becoming 
bound  hand  and  fSot,  and  a  single  department  is  absorb- 
ing the  whole  mass  of  power.  The  principle  of  ■*  the 
party"  is  now  warring  upon  one  of  the  cardinal  princi- 
ples of  the  constitution,  to  keep  separate,  distinct,  and 
mdependent,  the  legislative  and  the  executive  depart- 
ments. That  principle,  without  which  this  Government 
cannot  remain  free,  is  totally  undermined  by  the  policy 
of  parties  to  elect  legislators  to  support— that  is,  to  do 
the  will  of— Presidents!  Is  there  no  jealousy  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive lefl'  ff o esprit deenrpsinCongreMB}  Gone! gone! 

Sir,  I  must  remind  the  House  that  on  the  Cumberland 
road  bill  there  were  174  members  present  and  voting. 
That  the  very  next  vote  there  was— no  quorum. 

Here  Mr.  Wibb  read  a  list  of  the  names  of  membera 
who  voted  on  the  Cumberland  road  bill,  and  did  not 
vote  on  the  next  vote,  or  Moore  and  Letcher  resolution. 
There  were  66  in  number.  Of  these.  Van  Buren  men, 
50{  opposition  and  for  White,  16. 

On  the  CumberUnd  road  bill  there  were  174  votes. 
Of  these  there  were,  Vsn  Buren  men,  87;  opposition 
and  for  White,  87. 

Parties  were  equal  on  that  vote.  On  the  Letcher  res- 
olution there  were  113  votes.  Van  Buren  men,  33; 
opposition  and  for  White,  80. 

Can  this  extraordinary  desertion  of  Van  Buren  men 
be  accounted  for  but  upon  the  supposition  of  design? 
find,  too,  when  it  was  known  they  were  nearly  all  pres- 
ent in  the  Housed  While  the  opposition  and  White 
men  had  retained  their  numbers  to  7,  there  was  a  falling 
off  of  Van  Buren  men  of  54!  —54  out  of  87!  While  the 
opposition  and  White  men  continued  in  their  places, 
giving  their  votes  until  the  close  of  the  session,  the  Van 
Buren  men  did  not  f^in,  except  a  small  minority, 
answer  to  their  names. 

On  Mr.  Jarvis's  motion  to  adjourn,  there  were  118 
votes.  Van  Buren  men,  41 ;  opposition  and  for  White,  7T. 

On  Mr.  Carmichael's  motion  to  adjourn,  there  were 
111  votes.    Van  Buren  men,  39;  opposition  and  for 

White,  72.  •  ,.      ^  .  , 

Is  not  the  conclusion  irresistible  that  the  chawman  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  [Mr.  CAvaasLxae] 
might,  at  any  moment  after  his  return  from  the  confer- 
ence, until  the  adjournment  of  the  House,  by  a  nod  or 
a  whisper,  have  summoned  from  their  hiding  pUces  % 
quorum,  and  saved  the  loss  of  the  fortification  bill? 
Would  not  Roderick's  men  have  risen  up  at  the  whistle? 
Does  not  the  |fentleman  from  New  York  know  that  he 
•mieht  at  any  time  liAve  had  a  quorum  f    Did  he  exert 
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taimtelf  to  get  a  quorum.^  Did  he  not,  »nd  did  not  you, 
Mr.  Speaker,  busily  endeavor  to  persuade  roemben 
who  bad  conscientioua  scruples  not  to  vote  to  make  a 
quorum?  Did  not  Churchill  C. '  Cambreleng  protest, 
by  speech  on  the  floor,  (see  Globe  of  the  5th  of  March, 
1835,)  against  the  right  to  compel  members  to  answer 
the  call  for  a  quorum,  when  he  all  the  time  was  voting 
himself?  Did  not  Mr.  Barringer,  of  North  Carolina, 
charge  the  intrigue  at  the  time,  and  offer  to  specify 
names?  Was  not  Abijah  Mann,  jr. ,  of  New  York,  who 
refused  to  vote  on  every  question  from  the  last  quorum 
to  the  adjournment,  sitting  in  the  House  calling  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  when  attempts  would  be  made  to  get 
along  without  a  call?  Did  not  Mr.  Barringer  tell  him  he 
had  no  right  to  call  for  yeas  and  nayt,  as  he  said  he  was 
no  longer  a  member?  and  did  be  not  claim  to  be  as  much 
a  member  as  any  body?  Havinc^  pledged  himself  to 
vote  for  the  Letcher  resolution,  did  he  not  inform  Mr. 
Letcher  be  could  not  then  vote  for  it?  And  did  not 
Letcher  reply,  '*I  knew  the  Van  Buren  colts  would  slip 
their  bridles!"  When  Samuel  Beardsley  refused  to 
vote,  did  not  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
[Mr.  Lba]  move  to  expel  him  from  the  House?  But 
there  were  nearly  150  members  who  actually  voted  upon 
the  three  calls  of  yeas  and  nays  after  12  o'clock  at  night. 
Different  squads  would  come  in  and  vote  at  different 
times!  The  leaders~4>h,  yes!  the  leaders—were  all 
presenti  were  they  not  here,  of  course?  That  was  one 
finesie,  and  the  other  was  to  march  and  countermarch 
the  followers,  so  as  that  each  one  might  claim  to  have 
voted.  But  the  proof  is  positive  that  there  was  a  quorum 
•ctuiHIy  voting  af\er  the  Cumberland  road  bill  and  13 
o'clock,  to  the  last,  but  voting  at  different  times!  My 
name  is  among  the  number  of  those  who  voted  on  the 
Cumberbind  road  bill,  and  1  failed  to  vote  twice  after- 
wards. Mr.  Gilmer's  conduct  struck  me,  and  I  hesita* 
ted  to  vote  until  I  was  satisfied  by  my  colleague,  [Mr. 
Mbscss,]  and  when  I  uiw  the  miserable,  infernal  game 
which  was  pUying,  I  would  have  voted  at  all  hszards, 
and  did  vote,  as  the  journals  will  show,  on  the  last  vote 
of  the  session,  to  help  to  make  a  quorum,  and  against 
adjournment!  And  now,  sir,  what  shall  we  say  to  these 
men  of  the  immaculate— the  only  patriotic  men — who 
would  not  for  the  world  have  had  the  fortification  bill 
to  fail?  Shall  they  not  have  meted  out  to  them  that 
measure  of  vituperation  which  they  have  meted  to  the 
Senate?  Shall  they  not  now  be  hunted  down  with  the 
furies  and  scorpions  of  abuse,  not  only  for  fsiling  to  do 
a  duty  which  was  unpardonable  in  the  Senate,  but  for  a 
knowingly  wilful  false  accusation^  Hurrah  for  such 
patriots!  They  are  for  national  defence!  Oh,  shame! 
Oh,  honesty!    Oh,  truth! 

Sir,  the  gentlemen  have  got  into  a  hornet's  nest  by 
troubling— impudently  gasconading  about  the  failure  of 
that  bill.  They  are  bitten  by  their  own  dogs!  Oh, 
yes!  the  hour  had  come  for  their  beautiful  trick.  1 
would  ask  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Ad- 
▲xsl  if  he  never  signed  bills  after  13  o'clock  at  night  on 
the  last  night  of  a  session,  when  be  was  President?  Sir, 
I  can  prove  by  the  manuscript  minutes  of  your  Clerk 
that  there  was  a  quorum  in  the  House.  Here  is  a  book, 
the  title  of  which  is  *'Twenty-third  Congress^  3d  Ses- 
sion—Minutes of  the  House  of  Representatives."  In 
this  book  we  find  this  entry  on  Tuesday,  March  the  3d, 
when  the  main  question  was  taken  on  the  resolution  to 
compensate  Robert  P.  Letcher:  *'Ayes  113 1  noes  3.  No 
quorum — many  members  declined  to  answer,  though 
standing  at  the  Clerk'a  desk,  because  it  was  supposed  to 
be  past  13  o'clock."  Only  seven  members  were  wsnting 
then,  but  three  afterwards,  to  make  a  quorum,  and  many 
members  declined  to  answer!  Sir,  there  was  a  quorum, 
and  a  quorum  at  the  command  of  "the  party."  Let  it 
never  bereafUr  be  denied . 


[Mr.  Wisi  then  gave  a  summaiy  and  review  of  » 
terial  facts.] 

Sir,  what  caused  the  Senate  to  send  ui  that  noBge 
which  I  deem  so  respectful,  and  which  the  gcatleiBu 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams]  deems  vm  io  inoleiA' 
The  Senate  was  warned  of  treachery !  IVhes  Ihit  spe- 
cial  messenger,  that  Senator,  was  seen  dodging  in  hkI 
out— he  was  no  ghost,  sir;  if  one,  he  is  a  very  redM 
ghost,  he  is  a  cogniac-looking  ghost!  [Here  ^r.Vfm 
paused,  and  glanced  his  eye  around,  toiee  UffliRtbe 
hall.]  The  Senate,  air,  was  warned  of  treacbe^.  Tbej 
then  reminded  the  House  of  the  report  of  tlie  coder 
ence.  What  less  could  that  body  do  to  defend  iuelf 
from  the  Macbiavelian  plot  against  it?  Was  there  mcii 
a  spectacle  ever  exhibited  in  this  Capitol  befoff. 
as  a  trap  set  for  one  branch  of  Congrev?  Tbii  f» 
sage  called  out  the  jeauitical  excuse  that  the  hnr 
had  come— there  was  no  quorum— •*aorry,  reptfleil 
very  much,  but  the  Senate  must  take  the  r«p«* 
bility!"— immediately  the  plot  revealed  itielf  Sf, 
I  hope  that  condition  of  things,  and  this  ezpcnR. 
will  stand  a  solitary  warning  to  "  the  party"  M 
jeopard  again  the  Interests  of  the  country,  bj  its  lov. 
servile  tricks  of  corruption!  .••The  party"  wuhedto 
say,  by  resolution,  in  reply,  that  we  had  «"»»««; 
business,  when  this  bill  was  untouched.  Hourtfterbff 
had  the  Senate  politely  waited  for  this  fortification  bw 
to  be  sent  to  them  for  their  concurrence,  and  Mr.  rO> 
J.  Smith  moved  to  ssy  to  them— "we  have  conpWB 
oor  business!"  And  at  last,  sir,  the  House  (ii<>  !^ 
adjourn  without  completing  its  busineia,  includinf  tto 
bill.  Sir,  I  have  not  to  take  back  one  word  of  vhtt  i 
said  yesterday  about  the  adiournment  of  the  bit  C» 
gress.  Except  on  one  sofiUry  question  I  tm  etw 
think  of  the  last  House  of  Representatives  with  dispit 
We  had  a  President  at  the  last  session  bent,  I  mt,» 
war!  The  House  was  subservient,  succumbing  and  ser- 
vile to  his  wishes  on  every  other  question  boi  w- 
The  temper  and  the  example  of  the  House  on  thitijfl* 
tion  were  noble,  and  worthy  of  iroiution  for  ill  ^ 
to  come.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusettimiy^ 
claim  it  as  one  of  the  brightest  achievemenU  of  wj^ 
career,  that  he  united  us  unanimously  in  oneofw 
noblest  sentimenU  which  ever  actuated  the  |»J*^ 
however  divided  amongst  ourselves,  in  our  oen  now* 
hold  as  brothers,  to  present  an  undivided  f«»nl  toiw^ 
eign  foe!  We  acted  wisely  and  temperately,  a^ 
the  real  secret  is,  the  reason  the  Committee  on  f^ 

AflTairs  did  not  report  sooner,  not  until  the  last  boowh 
and  then  in  theform of  thatthree  millions aroendmcnt.TO 

that  the  chairman  [Mr.  CiMmaiLwra]  dared  not  rep 
counter  to  the  sense  of  the  people  on  the  one  iia«ij 
the  sense  of  the  President  on  the  other!  When  n^ 
wisely,  though  counter  to  the  President,  the  pr»«  fy 
dounds  to  the  Executive^  and  when  any  ^*»>»5/"|JL 
done^  no  matter  by  whom,  the  Senate  is  im»*"*"*J'7|J 
the  scapegoat  to  bear  all  the  sins  of  'the  ptny 
which  they  are  so  much  opposed!  . .  u 

Before  I  conclude,  sir,  permit  me  to  reply  bnenT 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  ^^^V'J.i^^. 
gentleman  protests,  with  great  emphasis,  against  d 
cusation  of  sycophancy  and  man-worship  to  ^'Jf*  i*<i 
son?    We  have  fallen  upon  strange  times.    ^"J  -j 
have  monstrously  changed,  and  «ome  of  us  hare  cni^^ 
with  them.     I  am  frequently  at  a  loss,  sir,  ^^r^^^^ 
which  side  of  the  question  that  gentleman  ii  o^ 
the  last  session  he  made  one  speech  for  war,  t     ^ 
for   peace,  another    for  war   agsini   and,  it  '■^ 
thought,  was  about   right.      It  has  lately  been    ^^ 
and    I  believe  he  authorised    it  by   a  letter  lo  ^ 
gentleman   from   Rhode   Island,  [Mr.   ^V'^L^btter 
lie  has  changed  his  politics  once  more  in  ^^^^ 
i  days.    If  so,  air,  I  shall  be  glad  of  it<  for  be  btf  i^ 
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fortune  tlwtys,  I  belieTe,  to  prostrate  his  owir  friends. 
I  shall  rejoice,  air,  for  another,  the  best  evidence  to  Vir- 
ginia, North  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  all  the  democratic 
States— all  the  old  democratic  party— where  the  old 
federal  States  and  the  old  Hartford-convention  federal- 
ists sre  rallying!  I  believe  no  man  knows  his  own  kind 
better  than  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, and  I  know  there  is  a  great  change,  somehow 
or  other,  in  the  old  Jackson  party.  Sir,  a  new- 
fangled democracy  has  sprung  up,  and  renegade  fed- 
eralists, of  whom  it  has  been  said  that  '*  they  haunt- 
ed the  graves  of  such  men  as  Hamilton  and  Jay  like 
▼ampyres,"  are  now  among  the  present  democrats  in 
the  land. 

The  gentleman  says  his  object  in  introducing  this  res- 
olution IS  to  arrive  at  truth,  and  to  produce  harmony  be- 
tween the  two  Houses  of  Congress.  Sir,  1  fear  his  means 
will  defeat  his  ends.     He  will,  by  this  resolution,  re-an- 
imate and  arm  the  dead  Hector,  once,  he  says,  dragged 
around  the  walls  of  this  Capitol  by  the  victorious  Achilles. 
Instead  of  an  inquiry  after  truth,  the  business  of  this  com- 
mittee will  be  to  arraign  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  break  down  that  body,  which  cannot  stand  much 
longer.    It  has  withstood  already  more  than  1  thought 
it  could  bear,  and  I  will  not  consent  to  apply  another 
catapult  to  its  walls.    The  gentleman  will  find  himself 
mistaken.    Instead  of  harnnony,  he  will  array  House 
agttinst  House,  and  the  legislative  department^  divided 
against  itself,  must  fall.    The  policy  of  the  Executive, 
when  it  meana  to  consolidate  all  power  in  itself,  will 
ever  be  to  divide  and  conquer.    I  will  not  aid  the  Ex- 
ecutive against  Congress.    Instead  of  being  united  here, 
to  a  man,  against  encroachments  of  the  Executive^  it 
seems  we  are  to  be  made  ourselves  the  instruments  and 
the  tools  of  executive  aggrandizement.      Will  there 
never  be  any  peace  in  the  land  until  every  institution  is 
prostrated  to  that  one^    I  hope  the  gentleman  does  not 
mean  to  enlist  us  in  this  fatal  and  unprecedented  war 
upon  the  Senate.     Sir,  if  I  differed  as  widely  as  the 
poles  from  the  Senate  on  subjects  of  past  differences,  I 
would  now,  in  these  fearful  times  of  consolidating  all 
power  in  the  Executive,  endeavor  to  become  reconciled 
to  that  body,  and  to  meet  it  on  common  grounda  of 
peace  and  harmony  and  united  action.      Behold  the 
spectacle  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  wrangling,  to 
the  destruction  of  each  other,  upon  the  point  or  dispute 
wliich  failed  to  do  the  sovereign  will  ana  good  pleasure 
of  the  Executive,  which  will  and  good  pleasure  was 
nerer  graciously  made  known  to  either.    Would  that 
be  the  Congress  which  our  fathers  created  by  the  con- 
stitution to  be  watchful  and  jealous  of  executive  power? 
They  created  ui  to  be  a  check,  to  preserve  the  equilib- 
rium of  power,  and  we  are  to  quarrel  about  which  shall 
yield  most  to  a  department  which  at  best  is  but  co-ordi- 
nate!   I  say,  air,  such  a  Congress  as  some  would  make 
us  is  not  the  Congress  which  the  founders  of  our  Gov- 
ernment intended;  and,  when  we  yield  bur  jealous  In- 
dependence, the  Congress  of  the  constitution  will  be 
dead,  dead,  dead!     With  the  power  of  appointing  the 
Judiciaiy  to  decide  upon  laws,  and  with  the  power  of 
controlling,  by  the  bribea  of  appointment,  the  legislators 
who  are  to  enact  the  laws,  the  President,  if  he  will 
abuse  his  trusts,  ia  omnipotent,  and  the  Government  is 
consolidated  in  the  Executive.     Oh!  that  I  could  inspire 
my  fellow-members  of  this  House,  and  the  whole  Ameri- 
can people,  to  rise  up  in  time  against  excessive  execu- 
tive power!    The  time  has  come  when  every  man,  in 
private  life  and  in  public,  when  the  high  and  the  low, 
the  rich  and  the  poor,  ahoald  meet  together  for  the  safety 
of  the  Government.     Whilst  that  is  at  stake,  let  us  con- 
ciliate and  cheer  each  other,  and  say— It  is  not  you  of 
the  Senate,  nor  you  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
who  have  sinned  so  grievously  against  the  country,  iti 


laws,  ita  constitution,  and  the  spirit  of  its  institutions, 
but  you,  the  minions  of  the  Executive! 

Sir,  I  denounce  the  attempt  to  charge  the  loss  of  the 
fortification,  bill  upon  the  Senate,  on  the  part  of  those 
who  make  it,  knowing  it  to  be  false,  to  be  a  base  fraud 
and  imposition  upon  toe  country! 


Satusdat,  Javuabt  33. 
LOSS  OF  THE  FORTIFICATION  BILL. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolu* 
tion  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  J.  Q.  Adaxs: 

Metohed,  That  so  much  of  the  message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  Congress  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  session  as  relates  to  the  failure,  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  of  the  bill  containing  the 
ordinary  appropriations  for  fortifications,  be  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  with  instructions  to  inquire  into, 
and  report  to  the  House,  the  causes  and  circumstances 
of  the  failure  of  the  bill. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Williams, 
of  North  Carolina,  to  amend,  by  adding  **  with  power 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers"— 

Mr.  WISE  resumed  and  concluded  the  remarks  com- 
menced by  him  yesterday,  as  given  entire  in  preceding 
pages. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  rose  and  remarked  that  he  had 
not  half  so  much  to  say  as  bad  been  said  bv  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  and  he  was  not  disposed,  at  this  late 
hour,  to  say  any  thing.  But,  with  the  indulgence  of  the 
House,  he  would  take  an  opportunity  to  correct  some 
extraordinary  mistakes  into  which  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  had  fallen.  His  object  was,  however,  not  so 
much  to  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  as  to 
reach  a  gentleman  who  began  this  war  upon  him  at  the 
last  session.  In  what  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  bad 
stated  there  was  no  novelty.  He  had  brought  forward 
nothing  which  had  not  been  published  in  every  opposi- 
tion paper  in  the  Union,  for  the  last  six  months.  He 
would  promise  the  House  to  exhibit  to  them  a  document 
published  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  while  a  certain 
Senator  waa  rn  that  city,  after  the  close  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, which  would  prove  unequivocally  the  falsehood  of 
the  charges  made  against  him.  Mr.  C.  repeated  that 
his  object  waa  to  reach  that  Senator.  This  much  of  his 
purpose  he  would  announce.  He  should  shrink  from 
no  responsibility,  and  wished  to  disguise  no  facts.  He 
should  vindicate  himself  from  the  charges  made  against 
him,  and  bring  his  argument  to  this  conclusion:  "  Let 
the  galled  jade  wince,  my  withers  are  unwrung."  With 
a  view  to  embrace  the  first  opportunity  which  might  be 
afforded  to  him  to  address  the  House,  he  now  moved 
that  the  House  adjourn. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


MevDAT,  Jawuart  25. 
SLAVERY  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  ADAMS  preaented  the  petition  of  one  hundred 
and  seven  females,  residing  in  his  congressional  district, 
praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  tlie 
District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  HAMMOND  addressed  the  Chair. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  claim  tlie  floor,  and  shall  not  yield 
it.  I  move  that  the  petition  be  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, with  instructions. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  hoped  that  the  gentleman  would 
not — 

Mr.  ADAMS.     I  call  to  order. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts waa  entitled  to  the  floor.  The  petition  which  the 
gentleman  proposed  to  present  wu  still  in  his  posses 
•ion. 
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Mr.  ADAMS  moved  that  the  petition  be  received i 
and  wu  proceeding  to  diKUW  the  propriety  of  its  re* 
ception»  when 

Mr.  HARDIN  rote  to  «  queition  of  order.  It  wu 
not  in  order,  in  hit  ettimation,  to  ditcutt  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  at  thit  time.  The  order  of  butinett  now 
teemed  to  be,  firtt,  prayera,  then  the  journal  wat  read, 
and  afterwards,  on  almost  every  morning,  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adaxs]  made  a  speech. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chtttettt  had  made  a  motion  to  receive  a  petition,  and 
wat  proceeding  to  diacuts  that  motion.  The  Chair  had 
heretofore  decided  that  it  wat  competent  to  do  so.  The 
gentleman  wa*  therefore  not  out  or  order. 

Mr.  CRAIG  appealed  from  the  dectmon  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  ADAMS  inquired  if  thit  appeal  was  not  identical 
with  the  one  which  wat  pending  on  hit  motion? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  afArmative. 

Mr.  EVANS  asked  for  the  yeu  and  nays  on  the  appeal  i 
which  were  ordered. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  question.  The  Chair  de- 
cided that  it  was  competent,  under  the  rules,  upon  a 
motion  to  receive  a  petition,  to  discun  the  propriety  of 
its  reception  at  the  time  it  was  offered;  the  45th  rule 
not  applying  to  a  petition  not  in  the  pottestion  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  to  postpone  the  question  of 
order,  and  the  matters  connected  with  it,  until  Saturday 
next.  His  object  was  to  enable  members  to  present 
petitinnt. 

After  a  few  remarka  by  Mr.  HARDIN, 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  moved  to  amend  the  motion  by 
tubttituting  Monday  next  for  Saturday. 

Mr.  HARPER  wat  oppoted  to  a  postponement.  He 
was  prepared  to  vote  upon  the  appeal  at  this  time. 

Mr.  REED  suggested  that  the  subject  should  be  post- 
poned until  Tueraay  week. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  accepted  the  suggestion  as  a 
modification  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  then  modified  his  motion  so  as  to 
postpone  the  appeal,  &c.,  until  Tuesday  week. 

Mr.  MILLER  thought  the  sooner  the  question  upon 
the  sppeal  was  decided  the  better;  he  therefore  moved 
the  previous  question,  the  effect  of  which,  he  under- 
stood, would  be  a  direct  vote  upon  the  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  previoua  question  was  seconded,  85  to  73. 

Mr.  MERCER  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  order- 
ing the  main  question  to  be  put;  which  were  refused i 
and  the  House  decided  that  the  question  should  be  put 
without  a  count. 

The  question.  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand  as 
the  judgment  of  the  House?  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive, by  yeas  and  nays  as  foHowi: 

Ybai— Mestrs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Banks,  Barton,  Beale, 
Bean,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Bunch,  Bynum, 
John  Calhoon,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  Camp- 
bell, Carr,  Carter,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Chaptn, 
Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleve- 
land, Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Corwin,  Cramer,  Cushman, 
Darlington,  Davis,  Deberry,  Dickerson,  Dromgoole, 
Fairfield,  Farlin,  Fowler,  French,  Fry,  William  K. 
Fuller,  Galbraith,  James  Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Gillet, 
Glascock,  Grantland,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hamer,  Hammond, 
Harlan,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Albert  G.  Harrison,  Hawes, 
Hawkins,  Haynes,  Henderson,  Hiester,  Holsey,  Hop- 
kins, Howard,  Hubley,  Huntington,  Hunstman,  Inger- 
soll,  Ingham,  Jabez  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Richard 
M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  llenry  Johnson,  John  W. 
Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Judson,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Kin- 
nard.  Lane,  Lansing,  Lawler,  Josliua  Lee,  lAike  Lea, 
Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  Abijah  Mann,  Job  Mann, 
Manning,  Martin,  John  Y.  Mason,  William  Mason,  Mo- 


ses  Mason,  Maury,  May,  McComasb  McKay,  MeKeoi, 
McKim,  McLene,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Morfin,  Morris 
Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Parks,  Pattenon,  Doteel. 
Pearce,  JamesA.Pearee,  Pettigrew,  Phelps,  Piscknef, 
John  Reynolda,  Joaeph  Reynol£,  Ripley,  Rosne,lo{en 
Seymour,  Shields  Shinn,  Smith,  Spangler,  SUndefer, 
Btorer,  Taylor,  Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Viddy 
Thompson,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turrill,  Uodcrvood, 
Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Week%  White,  Wbitti^ 
aey,  Lewis  Williamt*143. 

Nati— Mettrt.  Adamt,  Chilton  Allan,  Hemui  A1H 
Bell,  Bond,  Briggs,  Brown,  George  Chsmben,  Johi 
Chambers^  Childs,  Clark,  Craig,  Demy,  Evsas,  Efcr- 
ett,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  Granger,  Graves,  Grayson,  Grti* 
nell,  Hiland  Hall,  Hannegan,  Hard,  Hardin,  Hirper, 
Hazeltine,  Hoar,  Howell,  Hunt,  William  Jsckson,  Jises 
Laporte,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Lincoln,  Lucss,  Sums 
Mason,  McCarty,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Hoorf,  Parker, 
Franklin  Pierce,  Peyton,  Phillips,  Reed,  Hencber,  Reb- 
ertson,  Russell,  Schenck,  William  B.  Shepard,  Aups- 
tine  H.  Shepperd,  Slade,  Sloane,  Steele,  Tslafein, 
Vanderpoel,  Vinton,  Sherrod  Williams— 59. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  was  glad  the  question  hid  bcti 
at  laat  decided.  By  the  decision,  every  member  of  tke 
House,  having  a  petition  to  present,  is  authorised  to  <)e- 
bate,  aa  long  aa  he  ahali  think  proper,  the  qoeitinof 
reception,  whether  on  slavery  or  any  other  wbjeci. 
He  had  heretofore  endeavored  to  keep  a  diseasaoncf 
the  question  out  of  the  House,  and  should  not  now  tike 
up  the  time  of  the  House  longer  than  to  state  the  ro* 
sons  why  he  had  moved  the  reference  of  the  petition  lo 
a  select  committee.  Mr.  A.  said  his  special  reisa 
was  that  the  petition  juat  preaented  came  from  bit  on 
immediate  constituents.  Heretofore,  until  the  preiot 
session,  he  had  never  received  but  one  single  petitioB 
from  hia  own  immediate  constituents,  snd  that  one  s^ 
ed  by  but  very  few,  becauee  it  was  well  known,  from  the 
time  that  he  presented  the  fifteen  petitions  fronci  'w» 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  tliat  he  ibouid 
not  aupport  the  prayer  of  such  petitions.  But  since  the 
commencement  of  the  present  Congress,  lie  bad  reea^ 
ed  one  or  two  petitions  from  his  own  constituent^  tid 
the  one  which  he  had  offered  to  the  House  wu  endon- 
ed  •*  The  within  petition  of  the  ladies  of  MtrsbfieU, 
Masaachutettt,  it  committed  to  the  hands  of  Jo" 
QuiNCT  ADAMa,  with  a  request  that  he  thall  presently 
and  further  ito  object."  Mr.  A.  aaid  he  was  requoted 
to  present  it,  and  from  a  portion  of  his  conKitoau 
from  whom  every  deference  was  due;  he  meant  fr«B 
ladies.  It  wat  tent  to  him  not  only  with  the  requetf  tW 
he  thould  pretent  it  to  the  Houte,  but  that  he  ihoou 
further  iU  object.  He  wiahed  the  petition  received  t» 
referred  to  a  teleot  committee,  but  if  referred  to  tw 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  he  would  ^ 
satisfied;  but  he  wished  it  referred  to  a  coiamitttfi 
which  would  make  a  report  that  would  satisfy  the  pc^ 
tioners  that  their  prayer  ought  not  to  be  granted,  w 
begged  of  those  who  could  command  a  majoritj  intK 
House,  and  who  were  aa  unwilling  as  he  was  to  n»| 
the  abolition  question  %  stumblingblock,  to  tai^  * 
course  which  would  treat  the  petitions  with  respecti  ^ 
examine  and  present,  with  the  utmost  force,  <he  rea^"! 
which  should  justify  the  House  in  not  gnntiog  ^^ 
prayer  of  the  petitioners.  ,l. 

He  believed  that  to  be  the  best  course  to  ^^^. 
denred  object.  He  believed  it  to  be  the  true  coune(» 
let  error  be  tolerated,  to  grant  freedom  of  speecn,  w» 
freedom  of  the  press^  and  apply  reason  to  pat  it  ^ 
He  had  no  aort  of  doubt  but  that  a  ^'^^^^^^J^^^ 
House  could  furnish  reasona  why  the  prayer  of  ". 
petitions  should  not  be  granted,  which  would  s*""' 
every  reaaonable  and  humane  individual  in  the  ec^n^ 
He  begged  the  majority  of  the  House,  North  sod  Sou"f 
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(o  connder  whether  it  was  not  most  JQit  and  likely  to 
sooth  and  coropoae  the  feefingi  of  the  people  of  the 
country.  It  appeared  to  him  that  would  be  the  proper 
course,  and  that  it  would  be  an  eaar  matter  to  show  why 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  should  not  be  g^nted. 

The  Speaker  or  the  House  had  the  appointment  of  the 
committees  of  the  House,  and  he  came  from  that  portion 
of  the  country  which  was  most  deeply  interested  against 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  and  he  must  be  permitted 
to  say,  that  portion  which  must  be  of  one  opinion,  and 
cannot,  dare  not,  express  any  other  opinion.  The 
Speaker  had  already  appointed  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  the  chairman  of  which  and  a  ma- 
jority of  members  were  also  from  that  portion  of  the 
Union.  If  the  Speaker  of  the  House  appoints  a  special 
committee,  he  will  appoint  such  committee  as  he  shall 
think  best  suited  to  (pTe  sound  and  solid  reasons  for  the 
refusal  of  the  House  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petition- 
ers. That  would  leave  the  right  of  petition  unimpaired, 
and  still  secured  to  the  House.  No  abolitioifists,  nor  any 
person  ^rorable  to  the  views  of  the  petitioners,  could 
plead  that  this  destroyed  the  right  of  petition.  He 
hoped,  for  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  community, 
and  for  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  House,  that  the 
petition  might  be  received.  He  hoped  that  the  sacred 
right  of  petition  would  remain  unimpaired,  and  that 
nothing  appearing  to  conflict  with  that  right  would  be 
the  course  of  the  House.  These  were  the  reasons  why 
he  moved  that  the  petition  be  received. 

Mr.  MILLER  concurred  very  fully  in  the  views  ex- 
pressed by  the  gentleman  from  MassachusetU.  ^hen 
petitions  of  this  character  were  first  presented,  he  was 
of  opinion  that  there  were  two  modes  in  which  they 
might  be  disposed  of.  The  first  was  to  lay  them  on  the 
table  without  debate;  and  if  this  course  was  not  deemed 
advisable  by  a  majority  of  the  House,  then  that  they 
should  be  referred.  If  the  present  course  was  perse- 
vered in,  it  would  preclude  the  presentation  of  every 
other  petition  during  the  day  set  apart  for  the  presenta- 
tion of  petitions.  Besides,  resolutions  were  pending  in- 
volving the  whole  subject.  Under  this  view,  and  to 
enable  other  eentlemen  to  present  their  petitions,  he 
moved  to  lay  the  preliminary  question  of  the  reception 
of  the  petition  on  the  table. 

BIr.  McKENNAN  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  not  ordered. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  preliminary  question  on  the 
table  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JxirirBS,  of  Maryland,  attended  and  was  qualified. 

Mr.  ADAMS  presented  a  petition  from  160  or  170 
citizens  of  western  Pennsylvania,  praying  the  abolition 
of  alerery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia; 
which  he  moved  be  received. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  aaid  he  had  hoped  that  gentlemen 
would  have  pauaed  before  they  proceeded  to  Introduce 
other  petitions  of  the  same  character,  particularly  after 
the  vote  which  had  just  been  taken,  and  also  when  it 
was  known  that  a  similar  petition  had  been  made  the  or- 
der of  the  day  for  Saturday  next,  and  that  the  resolutions 
enobracing  the  whole  subject-matter  were  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  House,  and  would  soon  be  finally  acted 
on.  To  press  these  petitions  now,  under  circumstances 
like  these,  seemed  to  him  to  be  intended  to  produce 
excitement,  and  wound  the  feelings  of  the  southern 
rnembers. 

The  SPEAKER  reminded  the  gentleman  that  it  was 
not  in  order  to  impugn  the  motives  of  any  member  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  said  his  remark  was  a  general  one. 

Mr.  HARDIN  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  He  under- 
stofxl  the  gentleman  to  present  a  petition  from  citizens 
of  the  State  of  Pennsvlvania;  and  as  the  nile  required 
the  States  to  be  called  in  their  order,  he  did  not  think 


the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  was  in  order.  If  this 
principle  were  carried  out,  Mr.  H.  could  hand  all  his 
papera  to  a  member  from  Maine,  and  thus  get  a  prefer- 
ence. 

The  CHAIR  said  the  rule  was  not  limited  to  petitions 
and  merooriala  from  the  State  from  which  the  member 
presenting  one  came.  Every  member  bad  a  right  to 
present  the  petition  of  any  citizen  from  another  State. 

Mr.    GIASCOCK    a^in    appealed    to   gentlemen 
charged  with  these  petitions  to  withhold  them,  at  least 
for  the  present,  and  to  wait  the  result  of  the  resolutions 
be  had  just  referred  to.    As  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts (said  Mr.  G.)  baa  thought  proper  again  to 
speak  of  the  sacred  right  of  petition,  and  to  uiige  that 
not  to  receive  a  petition  was  an  encroachment  upon  that 
right,  and  a  violation  of  the  first  amendment  of  the  con- 
stitution, the  latter  part  of  which  declares  **  that  Con- 
gress shall  pass  no  law  to  prevent  the  right  of  the  people 
peaceably  to  assemble  and  petition  the  Government  for 
a  redress  of  grievancea,"  he  felt  it  his  duty,  situated  aa 
he  was,  having  made  a  motion  to  that  effect  some  days 
since,  to  offer  a  few  remarks  in  reply.    Mr.  G.  sud  he 
hoped  he  would  be  pardoned  for  again  repeating  and 
saying,  once  for  all,  that  he  had  as  high  a  regard  for  the 
right  of  petition  aa  any  member  on  that  floor;  but,  in 
admitting  this,  he  must  observe,  be  had  an  equal  regard 
for  the  rights  and  privileges  secured  to  every  member 
under  the  rules  and  regulations  adopted  for  our  govern- 
ment.    Sir,  (said  Mr.  G.,)  1  feel  a  perfect  conviction, 
from  the  slight  investigation  which  I  have  been  enabled 
to  give  this  subject,  that  we  have  a  clear  constitutional 
right  not  to  receive  a  petition;  and,  in  doing  so,  we  violate 
no  part  of  that  instrument  to  which  gentlemen  have  so 
frequently  referred;  nor  do  we  encroach  upon  any  of 
those  rights  intended  to  be  secured  under  it.     I  hold 
(said  Mr.  G.)  that  whenever  any  portion  of  our  fellow- 
citizens  peaceably  assemble  and  petition  Congress  for  a 
redress  of  grievances,  and  those  petitions  are  presented, 
and  their  contents  briefly  stated,  as  required  by  one  of 
our  rules,  that  moment,  if  not  before,  all  the  rights  in- 
tended to  be  secured  to  the  citizens,  were  secured  and 
fully  complied  with;  and  it  tlien  devolves  on  this  House 
to  dispose  of  them  aa  may  seem  just   and    proper, 
in  conformity  to  Its  rules;  which  would  be,  not  to  re- 
ceive, to  reject  after  receiving,  or  to  refer  It  to  some 
select  or  standing  committee,  or  lay  it  on  the  table,  de- 
pendent entirely  upon  the  will  of  a  majority. 

Mr.  G.  emphatically  asked,  what  is  the  question  now 


presented  for  consideration?    It  is  this:  '•  shall  the  peti- 
tion be  received?"    It  cannot  now  be  denied,  nay,  it  is 
admitted  on  all  hands,  that  the  question  is  a  proper  one. 
Yes,  air,  it  grows  out  of  the  very  motion  made  by  the 
gentleman  himself,  on  presenting  his  last  petition,  which 
was  that  *•  the  petition  be  received.''    This  brings  me, 
sir,  to  an  important  feature,  necessarily  involved  in  the 
discussion;  and  1  vhall  proceed  to  show  that  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, the  great  and  illustrious  statesnuin,  whose  knowl- 
edge and  experience  of  all  parliamentary  rules  and 
regulationa  have  never  been  questioned,  and  whose 
Manual  is  at  this  day  looked  upon  and  recognised  as  a 
text  book,  and  adopted  by  all  legislative  bodies  and  de- 
liberative assemblies  throughout  the  Union  for  their 
government,  and  particularly  by  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  holds,  and  so  lays  it  down  in  his  remarks 
which  follow  the  45th  rule:   *'That  regularly  a  motion 
for  receiving  a  petition  must  be  made  and  seconded,  and 
a  question  put  whether  it  shall  be  received;"  and  it  is  in 
accordance  with  hia  views,  thus  expressed,  that  the  ques- 
tion ia  now  presented,  and  must  always  be  presented,  on 
the  presentation  of  a  petition,  if  there  be  any  objections 
to  iU  reception.     This  (said  Mr.  G.)  he  understood  to 
be  the  uniform  practice  of  this  House,  and  was  strictly 
adhered  to  in  the  Senate.    If  this  principle  be  esUb- 
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liahedf  awaf  with  all  oonstitutiomi  icniplet  and  objec* 
tioM.    They  can  avail  no  onei  for  all  who  knew  the 
justly-Btyled  lage  of  Monticello,  mutt  know  that,  in 
expounding  constitutional  questions,  if  he  had  an  equal, 
he  bad  no  superior.     Sir,  (said  Mr.  6.,)  Mr.  Jefferson 
was  a  strict  constructionist,   and   would   have   been 
amongfst  the  last  to  have  incorporated  into  the  rulea  of 
this  House  any  question,  a  decision  of  which  would  vio- 
late that  constitution  which  he  held  so  dear  and  sacred; 
and,  with  great  deference  to  the  opinions  of  others,  he 
looked  upon  it  as  a  reflection  upon  his  memory  even  to 
suppose  it.    Had  he  considered  that  not  to  receive  a 
petition  was  to  deprive  the  citizens  of  this  country  of  the 
right  of  petition,  a  right  intended  to  be  secured  to  them 
under  the  clause  of  the  constitution  to  which  he  bad  re- 
ferred, would  he  not  have  ingrafted  into  the  rules,  or, 
in  commenting  upon  them,  have  declared  that  all  peti- 
tions must  be  received,  emanating  from  the  people 
peaceably  assembling  and  petitionmg  for  a  redress  of 
grievances?    The  inference,  (said  Mr.  G.,)  to  his  mind, 
was  irresistible,  and  he  honestly  believed  all  would  come 
to  the  same  conclusion  upon  mature  reflection.    That 
Mr.  Jefferson  had  an  eye  single  to  the  constitution  at  the 
time  he  prepared  his  Manual,  be  had  never  doubted i 
and  even  if  be  had,  he  should  have  been  satisfied  of  the 
ftct  upon  reading  a  sentence  from  the  preface  of  bis 
work,  in  which  he  states,  "That  he  considered  the  law 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  as  composed  of  the 
precepts  of  the  constitution,"  &c.     Let  it  not  be  forgot- 
ten that  Mr.  Jefferson,  as  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  presided  over  that  body  for  years,  from  which 
time  to  the  present  period,  the  question,  "Shall  the 
petition  be  received?"  has  been  recognised  and  consid- 
ered as  a  proper  one,  and  not  conflicting  with  any 
feature  of  our  constitution,  or  why  should  it  be  retained? 
why,  permit  me  to  ask,  has  it  not  been  erased  from  the 
rules?  or  why  are  we  permitted,  by  recording  our  votes 
in  the  negative  on  the  present  question,  to  violate  it,  as 
gentlemen  say  it  will  be?    Sir,  (said  Mr.  G.,)  if  it  be 
uneonstitutional  not  to  receive  a  petition,  we  should  not 
for  a  moment  permit  by  a  rule,  or  by  the  practice  of 
this  House,  any  question  to  be  propounded,  the  result  of 
which  would  lead  to  its  violation.  For  himself,  he  had  no 
scruples  on  the  subject.     This  question  being  adopted 
and  considered  by  Mr.  Jefferson  as  a  proper  one,  left 
bim  no  ground  on  wliich  even  to  doubt  {  and  he  felt  no 
disposition  to  look  for  higher  authority  to  sustain  him  in 
the  views  he  had  taken,  or  to  justify  him  in  the  course 
which  he  had  pursued  in  relation  to  these  petitions.  But 
be  could  not  conclude  his  remarks  on  this  branch  of  the 
subject,  without  referring  with  pride  and  pleasure  to  a 
vote  given  by  two  distinguished  Senators  from  his  own 
State,  as  late  as  the  year  1805,  against  the  reception  of 
a  petition  from  sundry  citisens  of  the  State  of  PennsyU 
vania,  (from  whence  this  petition  now  comes,)  "  plead- 
ing the  cause  of  their  degraded  and  oppressed  fellow- 
men  of  the  African  race,"  as  they  were  pleased  to  term 
them  I  and,  on  the  question  to  receive  the  petition,  1 
find  the  names  of  those  great  and  good  men,  James 
Jackson  and  Abraham  Baldwin,  recorded  in  the  nega- 
tive, and  in  whose  veins  purer  streams  of  honor,  patriot- 
ism, and  virtue,  never  flowed t  and  who  were  men  as 
devotedly  attached  to  the  principles  of  the  constitution 
as  ever  lived,  and  as  watchful  of  the  rights  of  their  fel- 
low-citizens, and  on  whom  it  may  be  truly  said,  the  af- 
fections of  their  people  were  concentrated.     This  vote 
was  given,  too,  at  a  time  when  there  was  but  little  ex- 
citement compared  with  the  excitement  of  the  present 
day;  there  was  at  that  period  but  few  abolition  societies 
in  the  country,  no  presses  established  for  tlie  printing 
and  circulating  incendiary  pamphlets,  no  one  was  then 
In  the  employ  pf  those  societies  freely  to  circulate  them 
throughout  the  land,  as  they  arc  now,  to  effect  their  ob- 


jects,  and  to  produce  consequences  most  swfiil  in  tlvir 
character.  Who  (said  Mr.  G.)  does  not  belioklthe 
contrast,  and  who  from  the  South  will  not  excliin,if « 
were  right  then  to  reject  those  petitions,  it  vuinperi- 
ously  their  duty  to  reject  them  now.  God  forbid  lis! 
any  of  us  sliould  falter  in  the  present  contest. 

A  few  remarks  (said  Mr.  G.)  relative  to  thoie  peti. 
tions,  and  he  would  conclude  the  argument,  which  be 
regretted  he  was  forced  to  enter  into  m  comeqoncecf 
their  Introduction.  He  bad  taken  some  pains  to  look 
into  these  petitions,  with  a  view  to  judge  of  tbdrchiiK' 
ter,  and  of  the  langtiage  used  by  the  applicaotii  indbe 
felt  bound  to  state  that,  of  the  great  number  whieb  hid 
been  crowded  upon  us,  he  scarcely  xttA  one  vbicb  is 
not  highly  disrespectful  and  libellous  upon  the  vitoie 
South,  and  especially  thos^  who  are  ownen  of  ikva. 
How  can  it  be  expected,  under  such  a  state  of  thio^^ 
that  we  can  pursue  a  different  course  than  to  foteigiiot 
a  reception  of  each  and  all  of  them,  as  they  are  presett- 
ed. For  himself,  he  felt  bound  to  do  it{  and  in  doiafs 
it  was  in  perfect  accordance  with  his  own  feeliogi,  u^ 
he  confidently  believed  it  would  be  in  accordance  fiih 
the  feelings  of  those  whom  he  had  tlie  honor  in  pirtb 
represent.  Be  this,  however,  as  it  may,  be  tdioald  a» 
tinue  to  discharge,  fearleasly,  what  he  conceived  to  be 
his  duty,  which  was  to  stamp  these  petitions,  (cooief 
from  whatever  quarter  they  may,)  with  the  letl  of  rep* 
robation,  and  treat  them  with  tite  just  indignation  ikf 
merit {  and  he  should  continue  to  do  this,  regvdiesiflf 
all  consequences  and  of  all  political  considerttiom. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  had  long  since  determined  not  to  p 
into  a  general  discussion  of  the  merits  of  slavery.  fori» 
new  lights  could  be  shed  upon  it|  but  whenerer  it  be- 
came necessary  to  act  upon  the  resolutions  of  (he  ^ 
tieman  from  Maine,  he  might  again  feel  it  his  duty  to 
address  the  House  on  the  constitutional  question  uts 
the  right  of  Congress  interfering  with  the  subject  b 
this  DistricU  Until  then  he  should  endeavor  to  reotf 
silent,  and  for  the  present  would  no  longer  tresptf^ 
the  patience  of  the  House. 

Mr.  MILLER  said  be  would  make  one  moreeffoHU 
arrest  this  debate  at  this  time.  He  moved  to  iay^ 
preliminary  question  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GRANGER  asked  Tor  the  yeas  and  nays;  vbicb 
were  ordered,  and  were  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Ash,  Ashley,  B»rt«H 

Beale,   Bean,  Bockee,   Bond,  Bovee,   Boyd,  Bron 

Bunch,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Carr,  Cisefi 

Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  Jobo.'' 

H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Wf 

Cramer,  Crane,  Cushman,  Davis,  Deberry,  Uicker«>> 

Dromgoole,  Efner,  Fairfield,  Fariin,  French,  Fry,  "• 

K.   Fuller,   Galbraith,  James  GarUnd,  Rice  Garbsl. 

Gillet,  Glascock,  Grantland,  Grayson,  Griffin,  HiKf. 

Hamer,  Hammond,  Hannegan,  Hardin,  Albert  G.H*^ 

risen,    Hawes,    Hawkins,    Haynes,   Holsey,  Hopi"^ 

Howard,   Hubley,   Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ing^''' 

Ingham,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jenifer,  Joseph  Johnson,  B^ 

Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Henry  Johnson,  John  W.  i^ 

Benjamin    Jones,    Judson,    Kinnanl,   Lane,   L'"""*' 

Laporte,  Lawler,  Gideon  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  I^y«  • 

Lucas,  Lyon,  Abijah  Mann,  Job  Mann,  Manning:,  v»'^ 

John  Y.  Mason,  William  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  Si^ 

Mason,    Maury,    May,    McCarty,    McComas,  MckiJ' 

McKeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Mercer,  Miller,  M'»r' 

M<intgomery,  Morgan,  Owens,  Page,  Parks,  P»tt««5J 

K.  Pierce,  Petligrew,  Phelps,  Pinckney,  Bcnchf^j"" 

Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Ripley,  Roane,  Kobertt^ 

Rogers,  Schenck,  Seymour,  William  B.  Shepard,  Aij^ 

tine  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,   Shinn,  SmitN  Sp»nj?| 

Standefer,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro^  Taylor,  J" 

Thomson,  Toucey.  Towns,  Turrill,  Underwood,  '"j; 

derpoel,  Wa^ener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Washingto«'»  i>^ 
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rter,  Weeks,  White,  Lewis  Willitms,    Sberrod   Wil- 
iams — 149. 

Natb — Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Banks,  Borden, 
BriggSy  William  B.  Calhoun,  George  Chambers,  John 
3hamb«rs,  Childs,  Clark,  Corwin,  Cushing,  Darlington, 
aenny,  Evans,  Everett,  Fowler,  Philo  C.  Fuller, 
Granger,  Grennell,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Harper,  Hazel- 
Ine,  Henderson,  Hiester,  Hoar,  Howell,  William  Jack- 
on,  Janes,  Kilgore,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Lincoln,  McKennan, 
4orris,  Parker,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Peyton,  Phillips, 
leed,  Russell,  Slade,  Spra^ue,  Whittlesey— 45. 

So  the  preliminary  question  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ADAMS  presented  the  petition  of  four  hundred 
citizens  of  Indiana  and  Westmoreland  counties,  State  of 
'ennsylvania,  praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the 
lave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia*  The  petitioners 
vere  unknown  to  him,  and  the  motives  which  had  in- 
liiced  them  to  request  him  to  present  their  petitions 
le  knew  not.  He  had  from  time  to  time  stated  that  he 
ras  opposed  to  the  prayer  of  similar  petitions.  He  was 
Iso  unacquainted  with  any  of  the  persons  whose  names 
ppeared  upon  the  petition  which  he  this  day  presented 
rom  his  own  district.  He  had  no  agency  in  procuring 
ither  of  the  petitions  to  be  sent  to  him.  It  was  per- 
laps  done  in  consequence  of  his  declaration  that  lie 
irould  present  any  petition  sent  to  him  for  that  purpose 
rom  citizens  of  the  United  States,  couched  in  respect- 
ul  language.  This  he  should  continue  to  do,  and  he 
hould  not  scan  very  closely  the  particular  language 
ised  by  petitioners. 

If  objection  to  the  reception  of  these  petitions  waspla- 
:ed  upon  the  ground  that  the  language  was  disrespect- 
ul,  as  was  intimated  bv  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr. 
aLAscocK,]  that  objection  should  be  entered  on  the 
ournal.  if  the  people  should  be  apprized  th«t  this  was 
!)e  objection,  there  would  be  petitions  enough  sent  here, 
rhere  no  objection  of  this  sort  could  be  urged.  Indeed 
t  would  be  difficult  to  use  language  on  this  subject 
vhich  would  be  deemed  respectful  by  slaveholders. 
Congress  had  declared  the  slave  trade,  when  carried  on 
»ut  of  the  United  States,  piracy.  He  was  opposed  to 
hat  act,  because  he  did  not  think  it  proper  that  this  traf- 
ic  without  our  boundaries  should  be  called  piracy,  while 
here  was  no  constitutional  right  to  interdict  it  within 
lur  borders.  It  was  not  only  not  considered  piracy,  but  it 
vas  carried  on  in  sight  of  tne  windows  of  the  Capitol, 
btr.  A.  referred  in  strong  terms  to  the  evils  of  the  do- 
nestic  slave  trade,  and  concluded  by  assuring  the  House 
hat,  whatever  might  be  the  character  of  the  resolutions 
Arhich  might  be  passed,  if  it  should  he  declared  that 
congress  did  not  possess  the  power  under  the  constitu- 
ion  to  abolish  slavery  and  the  slave  trade,  he  should  still 
eel  it  to  be  his  duty  to  present  every  petition  on  the 
lubject  which  might  come  to  his  hands,  upon  the  funda- 
nental  principle  that  the  House  had  no  right  to  take 
iway  or  abridge  the  constitutional  right  of  petition. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  said  he  should  make  no 
uch  promises  as  were  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
klassachusetts,  to  trouble  the  House  a  few  moments, 
md  make  a  speech  of  half  an  hour.  He  wished  to  make 
I  single  remark  or  two,  however  they  might  be  spun 
>ut.  The  gentleman  said  he  saw,  in  the  motion  made 
iy  him,  [Mr.  MAirir,]  the  other  day,  to  postpone  the  con- 
ideration  of  the  question  of  order,  '*a  cat  in  a  meal  tub," 
md  he  saw  a  great  many  things  besides.  Mr.  M.  said, 
io  far  as  he  himself  was  concerned,  he  could  assure  tiie 
{gentleman  that  on  his  (Mr.  M's)  part,  and  so  far  as 
le  knew  the  opinions  of  his  colleagues,  there  wss  no 
ndiaposition  whatever  on  their  part  to  meet  that  ques- 
ion  distinctly  and  fairly,  as  well  as  every  other  apper- 
aining  to  this  subject,  and  to  give  their  votes  and  opin- 
ons,  not  only  to  that  House,  but  to  the  country.  He 
rell  remembered  thar,  at  the  commencement  of  the  sea- 
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sion,  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  most  distinctly, 
and  with  great  emphasis,  declared  that  every  speech 
made  in  that  House  would  be,  to  all  intents  and  purpo* 
ses,  an  abolition  pamphlet,  to  be  sent  into  the  southern 
States.  The  gentleman  had  also  professed  to  be  oppo- 
sed to  that  portion  of  his  constHuents  who  desired  to  agi- 
tate this  subject;  and  yet  the  gentleman  himself  had 
taken  occasion,  upon  every  petition  he  brought  there  on 
this  subject  to  append  an  abolition  speech  to  it.  Mr. 
M.  left  it  to  the  gentleman  himself,  to  that  House,  and 
to  his  constituents,  to  decide  how  far  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman,  at  that  early  day  of  the  aesston,  were  consist- 
ent with  the  gentleman's  subsequent  course.  Why,  this 
matter  might  be  carried  on  to  an  indefinite  extent .  The 
gentleman  had  seen  the  disposition  manifested  on  erery 
occasion*,  he  had  seen  the  votes  in  regard  to  laying  the 
motion  to  receive  on  the  table;  he  had  seen  the  action 
of  the  House,  not  only  by  ayes  and  noea,  but  by  all  its 
various  forms.  Mr.  M.  would  therefore  add  his  sim- 
ple, his  most  humble  request  to  the  gentleman,  that  he 
would  not  be  quite  so  zealous  to  perform  tlie  duties  he 
felt  so  constitutionally  incumbent  upon  him  on  every 
Monday  morning,  until  either  the  House  should  manifest 
a  disposition  to  '*dodge  the  question,"  or  to  decide  and 
vote  upon  it. 

As  to  the  right  of  petition,  Mr.  M.  agreed,  in  general, 
with  the  venerable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  He 
should  vote,  whenever  called  upon  to  vote  there,  to  sus- 
tain that  constitutional  right.  Mr.  M.  had  no  disguises 
on  that  subject.  He  had  never  voted  against  that  right, 
and  never  should*  But  why  bring  this  subject  there 
every  day,  every  hour,  after  the  decisions  that  had  been 
given  there  again  and  again  ^  Was  not  the  gentleman 
satisfied?  Had  not  the  votes  of  that  morning  satisfied 
him?  He  trusted  it  was  not  necessary  (o  reiterate  those 
decisions. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said,  as  the  gentleman's  discourse  ap- 
peared to  have  been  addressed  to  him,  he  would— «— 
not  trouble  the  House  with  any  reply. 

Mr.  TURRILL  moved  to  lay  the  preliminary  motion 
on  receiving  on  the  table;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CUSHINO  said  he  was  charged  with  three  peti- 
tions of  a  similar  character,  from  sundry  citizens  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  moved  the  preliminary  question  upon 
one  of  them,  that  the  petition  be  received.  Mr.  C.  was 
proceeding  to  state  the  contents  of  the  petition,  and  to 
eulogize  the  subseribers  to  it. 

Mr.  HOWARD  raised  tlie  question  of  order,  whether 
the  motion  could  be  debated. 

The  SPEAKER  said  by  the  decision  of  the  House  it 
could,  but  he  would  put  the  question  whether  its  accept- 
ance was  objected  to. 

Mr.  HAMMOND  objected. 

Mr.  CUSHING  then  said:  This  petition  prays  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery,  and  the  slave  trade,  in  this  District. 
It  is  respectful  in  its  terms,  being  free  from  the  offensive 
expressions  and  reflections  contained  in  some  of  the 
petitions  on  the  same  subject,  heretofore  presented.  It 
IS  signed  by  inhabiUnts  of  Haverhill,  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts;  and  among  the  subscribers  are  the  names 
of  citizens  of  that  State  whom  I  personally  know,  whom 
I  avouch  to  be  highly  respectable,  and  who,  whether 
mistaken  or  not  in  their  views,  are  assuredly  actuated 
by  conscientious  motives  of  civil  and  religious  principle. 
They  are  constituents  of  mine.  They  have  transmitted 
to  me  the  petition,  desiring  me,  as  their  Representative, 
to  present  it.  And,  under  these  circumstances,  much 
as  1  iiave  deprecated  such  a  commission,  and  reluctant 
as  I  am  to  be  instrumental  in  the  introduction  of  any 
matter  of  excitement  upon  this  floor,  I  cannot  permit 
myself  to  hesitate  in  the  discharge  of  this  painful  duty, 
believing,  as  I  do,  that  it  ia  the  constitutional  right  uf 
every  American,  be  he  high  or  be  be  low,  be  he  fanatiQ 
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or  be  he  phtloeopher,  to  come  here  with  his  grievances, 
and  to  be  heard  upon  his  petition  by  thi«  House. 

These  petitioners  louk  to  me  to  obtain  them  a  hearing 
in  this  place.  They  have  a  right  to  require  this  office 
of  roe;  they  liave,  in  my  judgment,  a  right  to  be  heard; 
and'  so  long  as  1  have  the  honor  to  hold  a  seat  in  this 
House,  no  constituent  of  mine,  however  humble  his  con- 
dition or  unwelcome  his  prayer,  shall  see  his  petition, 
thrust  back  in  his  face  unheard,  while  the  gift  of  reason 
or  speech  remains  to  me;  for  if  it  cannot  be  received 
and  considered  in  the  usual  forms  of  legislation,  it  shall 
be  heard  through  the  lips  of  his  Representative.  Nor 
will  I  undertake  to  scan,  over-captiously,  either  the 
object  of  his  petition  or  the  language  in  which  it  is 
couched.  Nor  will  I  stop  to  inquire  how  far  the  peti- 
tioners and  I  myself  entertain  the  same  opinions  of  the 
general  subject-matter.  And  there  are  particular  in- 
ducements which  impel  me  to  make  a  stand  at  the 
present  moment  upon  this  peiitioq. 

1  declare  and  protest  (said  Mr.  C.)  in  advance,  that 
1  do  not  intend,  at  this  time  at  least,  to  be  drawn  or 
driven  into  the  question  of  slavery*  in  either  of  its  sub- 
divisions or  forms.  At  home,  I  am  known  to  be  of  those 
who  long  ago  foresaw  and  early  withstood  the  coming 
of  this  anti-slavery  agitttion.  Of  the  many  occa.Mons 
when  I  have  actively  interposed  in  this  behalf,  I  hope  to 
be  pardoned  for  distinctly  citing  one,  as  vesting  in  me 
some  title  to  be  candidly  heard  by  the  House.  I  allude 
to  a  published  address  upon  the  slave  question,  in  which 
1  deliberately  asserted  the  constitutional  rights  of  the 
South  in  this  matter.  It  shall  be  my  aim,  on  this  occa- 
sion, to  do  and  ssv  nothing  inconsistent  with  myself, 
with  the  letter  of  the  constitution,  or  with  the  spirit  of 
the  various  compromises  of  interest  and  opinion  incor- 
porated into  the  Union  of  these  States. 

The  members  of  this  House  have  been  frequently 
called,  during  the  present  session,  to  vote  upon  divisions 
connected  with  petitions  of  this  nature.  On  those  occa- 
aions  I  have  been  content  to  pronounce  my  vote  simply, 
and  without  explanation,  leaving  my  reasons  and  motives 
to  be  construed  or  misconstrued  by  others,  as  chance 
might  order.  To  have  continued  so  to  do  until  the 
subject  of  present  controversy  were  finally  disposed  of, 
is  the  part  I  should  altogether  have  chosen,  had  circum- 
stances permitted  me  to  such  a  course.  But,  if  1  have 
been  a  silent,  I  have  nut  been  an  Incurious,  nor,  I  trust, 
an  uninstructed  spectator  of  events.  It  is  rendered 
apparent  that  those  great  matters,  which  occupy  the 
public  mind  abroad,  do  now  occupy  also  this  House.  If 
other  gentlemen,  differing  with  me  in  part  or  in  whole, 
bad  voted  without  discussion,  according  to  the  dictates 
of  their  individual  judgment,  each  of  us  could  fairly  have 
stood  upon  his  personal  convictions,  and  his  personal 
estimation  elsewhere,  for  his  justification  in  the  eyes  of 
his  countrymen.  But  that,  much  as  it  were  in  my  view 
to  be  desired,  is  no  longer  possible.  What  has  happen- 
ed here  is  enrolled  already  in  the  unchangeable  records 
of  time  and  eternity.  It  is  become  history.  It  cannot 
be  recalled;  it  cannot  be  blotted  from  the  roemor}-;  it 
cannot  be  expunged  from  the  annals  of  the  country. 
The  winged  words  uttered  in  this  House  have  gone  forth 
to  the  world,  on  their  mission  of  good  or  of  evil.  Debate 
we  have;  debate  we  must  have;  we  are  goaded  into  de- 
bate; it  is  forced  upon  usi  and  from  a  quarter  of  the 
Union  whence,  I  am  frank  to  say,  1  did  not  look  for  it 
to^come;  and  forced  upon  us  in  terms  of  dictation  which 
I  cannot  brook,  since  they  leave  to  me  no  alternative  of 
escape  from  debate,  but  in  the  passive  surrender  of  some 
of  the  dearest  of  our  birthrights,  those  of  free  petition, ' 
free  speech,  and  free  conscience.  I  ssy,  of  free  speech 
and  free  conscience,  both  which  are  involved  in  the 
resolutions  moved  some  time  since  by  a  gentleman  from 
Maine,  [Mr.  Jartib.]     When  these  resolutions  sliall  be 
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distinctly  before  the  House,  it  will  become  its  menlKn 
to  reflect  whether  they  have  the  constitutional  ri|fatto 
attempt,  or,  attempting,  have  the  power  to  enforce, 
what  those  resolutions  seem  to  MntempUtc— s  perpctui 
prohibition  of  debate,  and  even  of  motions,  u|kio  i  kge 
and  comprehensive  class  of  subjects.  TbeK  ri|ttu, 
neither  my  constituents  nor  I  myself  feel  d'lspoied  to 
surrender;  and  upon  one  of  these  great  liberties  of  Ok 
land,  and  for  the  sake  of  incidentaily  vindlcatiDg  tke 
others,  I  shall,  in  due  time,  address  the  House  tt  lengik. 

My  only  object,  at  this  time,  is  to  come  to  i  fiir 
understanding  with  the  House,  as  to  the  course  to  be 
pursued  in  the  debate,  and  the  disposition  it  will  nule 
of  these  petitions. 

At  a  very  early  period  of  the  session,  s  gentleau 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Hakjboss,}  met  such  ptt. 
tions  with  the  motion  that  they  be  not  received.  All 
the  debates  which  ensued  thereon  terminated  in  emu 
and  unsatisfactory  votes  for  laying  on  the  Ubie,  i hich 
left  ever}'  question  of  prinqiple  unsettled. 

Af\erwaras,  on  a  similar  objection  to  reception  h6^ 
made  by  a  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Guxo(i,] 
my  colleague  [Mr.  Adams]  appealed  from  s  ruling  cf 
the  Speaker  on  an  incidental  point  of  order;  which  i;- 
peal,  and  the  matters  connected  with  it,  have  been  pot 
off,  day  af\er  day,  and  week  af^er  week,  and  still  rews 
suspended  for  some  future  time  of  consideration. 

Then  eame  a  set  of  resolutions  applicable  to  i  ptrtoi 
the  prayer  of  these  petitions,  moved  by  a  gentleou 
from  Maine,  [Mr.  Jarvis,]  under  which  there  is » ^' 
bate  in  progress^  on  an  amendn»ent  moved  by  a  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise,]  to  the  effect  ihitCw 
(p«sshave  no  power  granted  by  the  constitution  lo  le 
gislate  on  the  subject  of  slavery  in  this  District. 

Finally,  on  the  last  occasion  when  petitions  of  tk^ 
kind  were  presented,  the  question  of  reception  bo^i 
raised,  tint  question  was,  by  vote  of  the  House,  Uklis 
the  table,  as  hsppened  th'is  morning  in  the  caseofihvse 
petitions  presented  by  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Adais.1|'>' 
operation  of  which  is,  practically,  to  refuse  to  receive 
the  petitions. 

Now,  1  am  wholly  dissatisfied  with  this  course  of  pr> 
ceeding,  and  I  cannot  submit  to  it  in  regard  to  the  pet- 


pie.  It  must  not  be  pushed  aaide  to  make  place  for  ^ 
discussion  of  speculative  resolutions,  or  for  deb*«c  w 
the  merits  of  the  question  raised  by  the  prkjer  of  ih«« 
petitions.  I  nuintain  that  the  House  is  bound  b)  »< 
constitution  to  receive  the  petitions;  after  which,  "t*"^ 
Uke  such  method  of  deciding  upon  them  as  reason  tw 
principle  shall  dicute.  It  should  first  lend  an  attutiTj 
and  respectful  ear  to  tlie  prayer  of  the  people.  WheU»ff 
it  can  or  will  grant  that  prayer  is  an  after  consider»tioo. 
I  have  already  kept  back  for  several  weeks  the  pci«j!>« 
committed  to  me,  in  order  to  shape  my  course  accow"^ 
to  the  deliberate  decision  of  the  Hoeae;  but  tlwldw*j|» 
does  not  come;  it  is  continually  procrastinated  /of  ^ 
sake  of  considering  questions  which,  in  my  ^'^'•'j 
secondary  in  lime  and  in  principle  to  the  <l"f""  , 
reception;  and  I  can  no  longer  consent  that  these  J 
constituenU  shall  be  held  waiting,  as  it  werfi^ 
doors  of  the  Capitol  for  admission,  when,  as  I J^J  ^ 
constitution,  they  have  a  right  to  demand  «ffl™?^*f^-. 
trance,  and  to  be  respectfully  received  by  their »«« 
bled  representatives.  r 

I  tender  to  the  House,  therefore,  an  »J««'"*|'^,. 
place  this  petition  at  their  disposal.    If  they  cbo^ 
fix  abaolutely  on  a  time  certain  for  considering  w*^ 
ciding  the  question  of   reception,  so  thatch"  » 
take  precedence  of  the  other  dcbste,  they  will  m^^^ 
this  day,  as  usual,  for  its  sppropriate  busiuetf  oi 
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general  presentation  of  petitionf .  But  if  they  decide, 
as  heretofore,  to  lay  the  question  of  reception  on  the 
table,  then  I  shall  feel  myself  constrained  to  take  the 
floor  upon  another  of  these  petttfons,  and  keep  it,  as 
under  a  late  decision  of  the  House  I  have  a  right  to  do, 
until  f  have  fully  debated  the  whole  subject-matter.  If 
the  effect  of  this  shall  be  to  exclude  all  other  petitions 
for  the  day,  I  cannot  help  it.  Be  the  responsibility  on 
their  heads  who  raise  this  novel  and  extraordinary  ques- 
tion of  reception,  going  to  the  unconstitutional  abridge- 
ment, as  I  conceive,  of  the  great  right  of  petition  inhe- 
rent in  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

[The  question,  *<S1iall  this  petition  be  received?"  was 
then,  at  the  motion  of  a  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Haxmoitd,]  Uid  on  the  table?  when  Mr.  Cushiho 
resumed  the  floor  and  said:] 

I  now  present  to  the  House  a  petition  signed  by  in- 
habitants  of  Amesbury,  in  the  SUte  of  Massachusetts, 
among  the  subscribers  to  which  are  persons  whom  I 
know,  and  avouch  to  be  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
They  pray  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave 
trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  in  the  Territories 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.  I  make  the 
preliroinai7  motion  that  it  be  received;  and  upon  that 
motion  I  proceed  to  express  my  views  to  the  House. 

Steering  clear  of  all  the  inflammable  matter  intruded 
into  these  debates,  gauging  myself  to  the  sUndard  of  the 
most  absolute  moderation,  and  resolutely  tying  down 
my  thoughts  to  the  real  point  in  issue,  what  I  propose 
to  examine  is  the  single  naked  question  of  the  constitu- 
tional right  of  petition,  as  involved  in  the  disposition  of 
these  petitions. 

Looking  into  the  constitution,  I  find,  among  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Congress  of  1789,  and  in 
the  very  first  of  the  number,  the  following  article: 

*' Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting  an  estab- 
lishment of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise 
thereof,  or  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the 
press,  or  the  right  of  the  people  peaceably  to  assemble 
and  to  petition  the  Government  for  a  [redress  of  griev- 


ances. 


Long  before  1  had  imagined  that  such  a  right  would 
ever  be  called  in  question,  1  remember  to  have  read 
the  remark  of  a  distingiiished  jurist  and  magpstrate  of 
the  State  of  Virginia,  (Tucker's  Notes  on  Blackstone,) 
complaining  that  the  concluding  words  of  the  clause  I 
have  cited  from  the  constitution  did  not  so  strongly  guard 
the  great  right  of  petition  as  the  liberties  of  the  people 
demanded.  On  the  other  hand,  a  still  more  distinguish- 
ed jurist  and  magistrate  of  my  own  State,  (Story's  Com- 
mentaries,)  in  remarking  upon  the  same  article,  ex- 
presses the  opinion  that  it  is  ample  in  terms;  because, 
he  adds,  «<  it  (the  right  of  petition)  results  from  the 
very  nature  of  the  structure  and  institutions  of  a  repub- 
lican Government!  it  is  impossible  that  it  should  be 
practically  denied  until  the  spirit  of  liberty  had  wholly 
disappeared,  and  the  people  liad  become  so  servile  and 
debased  as  to  be  unfit  to  exercise  any  of  the  privileges 
of  freemen."  These  eminent  constitutional  lawyers 
agreed  in  opinion  of  the  importance  of  the  provision; 
they  diflfered  unly  in  thinking,  the  one  that  the  right 
of  petition  could  net  be  too  clearly  defined;  the  other 
that,  whether  defectively  defined  or  not  in  the  letter, 
the  people  would  take  care  that  it  should  in  spirit  be 
faithfully  observed.  While  the  first  entertained  a  wise 
jealousy  of  the  encroachments  of  the  people's  repre- 
sentatives, the  other  looked  for  the  protection  of  the 
public  rights  to  the  people  themselves,  the  masters  of 
the  people's  representatives.  And  as  i\\e  fears  of  the 
former  have  been  verified  too  speedily,  I  tnist  that  the 
hopes  of  the  latter  will  not  be  less  truly  realized. 

There  are  some  things  in  the  context  and  phraseolo- 
gy of  this  article  of  the  const'itation,  which  may  deserve 


attention.     It  speaks  of  *'  grievances,"  in  the  general; 
not  **  their  grievances,"  the  personal  grievances  of  the 
individuals  petitioning,  but  any  thing,  public  or  person- 
al, which  they  deem  to  be  a  grievance.     It  is  the  same 
article  which  allows  to  us  the  free  exercise  of  our  reli- 
gion, and  the  liberty  of  speech  and  of  the  press.    With 
these  primary  and  fundamental  rights  of  a^free  people, 
it  associates  the  right  of  petition.     But  there  is  this  pecu- 
liarity in  the  language  of  this  clause  of  the  constitution. 
The   words  applicable  to  our  subject  are,  « Congress 
shall  make  no  law  abridging  the  right  of  the  people  to 
petition  the  Government  for  a  redress  of  grievances." 
The  right  of  petition,  therefore,  is  not  a  privilege  con- 
ferred by  the  constitution.     It  is  recognised  as  a  pre- 
existing right,  alreaily  possessed  by  the  people,  which 
they  still  reserve  to  tliemselves,  and  which  Congress  shall 
not  so  much  as  touch  with  the  weight  of  a  finger.    The 
people,  in  their  constitution,  say  to  Congress,  We  place 
in  your  hands  our  right  and  power  of  collecting  a  reve- 
nue to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare  of  the  Union;  our  right  and  power  to  regulate 
commerce,  to  coin  money,  to  declare  war,  and  to  raise 
and  support  armies  and    navies  for  its   prosecution. 
Upon  these  and  other  subjects  you  may  exercise  the 
discretion  which  we  repose  in  you  by  virtue  of  our  con- 
stitution.    But  this  you  shall  not  do:  you  siiall  not,  until 
after  the  expiration  of  twenty  years,  prohibit  the  migra- 
tion or  importation  of  such  persons  as  we  think  proper 
to  admit;  you  shall  not  pass  any  bill  of  atuinder;  you  shall 
not  lay  any  tax  or  duty  on  exports;  and  you  shall  make 
no  law  prohibiting  the  free  exercise  of  religion,  or 
abridging  the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press,  or 
the  right  of  the  people  peaceably  to  assemble  and  peti- 
tion the  Government  for  a  redress  of  grievances.  These, 
our  great  natural  rights,  we  keep  to  ourselves;  we  will 
not  have  them  tampered  with;  respecting  them,  we  give 
to  you  no  commission  whatsoever.     And  rights  which 
Congress  itself,  the  entire  Legislature,  consisting  of  the 
President,  the  Senate,  and  the  House,  acting  in  their 
combined  functions  in  the  enactment  of  a  law,  is  for- 
bidden to  abridge,  can  this  House  alone  underUke,  by 
a  mere  resolution  or  vote,  practically  to  deny,  abolish, 
and  destroy?    Sir,  if  we  can  successfully  do  it,  I  have 
greatly  misconceived  the  democratic  ancestry,  the  dem- 
ocratic principles,  and  the  democratic  ener^,  of  the 
people  whom  we  are  appointed  to  serve  in  this  House. 

The  right  of  petition,  I  have  said,  was  not  conferred 
on  the  people  by  the  constitution,  but  was  a  pre-exist- 
ing right,  reserved  by  the  people  out  of  the  grants  of 
power  made  to  Congress.  To  underetand  its  nature 
and  extent,  we  must,  therefore,  look  beyond  and  behind 
the  constitution,  into  the  anterior  political  history  of  the 
country. 

And,  in  the  first  place,  T  beg  of  the  House,  and  es- 
pecially of  the  gentlemen  who  so  ably  represent  Vir- 
ginia on  this  floor,  to  remember  how  this  article  found 
its  way  into  the  constitution. 

You  well  know,  sir,  that  when  the  constitution  was 
submitted  to  the  people  of  the  respective  States  for 
their  adoption  or  rejection,  it  awakened  the  warmest 
debate  in  the  several  State  conventions.  Some  of  them, 
in  accepting  the  proposed  plan  of  government,  coupled 
their  acceptance  with  a  recommendation  of  various  ad- 
ditions to  the  constitution,  which  they  deemed  essential 
to  the  preservation  of  the  rights  of  the  States  or  of  the 
people.  The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  insisted, 
among  other  things,  on  the  adoption  of  that  memorable 
amendment,  to  tlie  effect  "that  it  be  explicitly  declared 
that  all  powers  not  expressly  delegated  by  the  aforesaid 
constitution,  are  reserved  to  the  several  States,  to  be  by 
them  exercised."  Having  attained  this  object,  and 
thus  clearly  ascertained  whst  powers  it  was  that  she 
parted  with  to  the  Fcdersl  Government,  she  felt  less 
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ansious  in  regard  to  lofne  things  which,  in  other  States, 
were  deemed  important.  Especially,  she  did  not,  for 
herself,  demand  the  insertion  of  those  general  clauses 
of  political  doctrine,  popularly  caHed,  at  that  time,  after 
the  celebrated  English  bill  of  rights,  and  known  in  some 
modern  European  constitutions  oy  the  name  of  guaran- 
tees. She  was  less  tenacious  on  this  point,  inasmuch  as 
her  own  constitution  was  very  full  in  this  respect.  It 
contained  two  clauses  material  to  the  present  question, 
in  the  following  words: 

«A11  power  residing  originally  in  the  people,  and 
being  derived  from  them,  the  several  magistrates  and 
officers  of  Government,  vested  with  authority,  whether 
legislative,  executive,  or  judicial,  are  their  substitutes 
and  agents." 

"The  people  have  a  right,  in  an  orderly  and  peace- 
able manner,  to  assemble  to  consult  upon  the  common 
good;  give  instructions  to  iheir  representatives{  and  to 
request  of  the  legislative  body,  by  the  way  of  address, 
petition,  or  remonstrance,  redress  of  the  wrongs  done 
them,  and  of  the  grievances  they  sufTer." 

These  clauses  being  in  her  own  constitution,  I  say, 
and  it  being  understood  by  her  that  all  powers  not 
granted  to  the  United  States  were  reserved  to  the 
States,  she  felt  that  she  was  safe  in  agreeing  to  the  fun- 
damental compact  of  the  Union. 

The  people  and  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  reasoned 
differently  from  this;  and  I  will  not  stop  (o  argue  whe- 
ther they  did  or  did  not  reason  more  wively  than  Massa- 
chusetts. They  said,*  We  choose  to  leave  nothing 
doubtful  which  language  can  render  certain  in  a  matter 
of  so  much  moment.  We  are  laying  the  foundatioris  of 
a  Government,  which  we  hope  may  outlast  they  pyra- 
mids. We  know,  from  old  experience,  that  the  depos- 
itaries of  the  popular  power  are  ingenious  in  the  finding 
of  glosses  and  interpretations  to  abstract  from  the  pop- 
ular rights.  Let  us  see  to  it  that  this  constitution  con- 
tain such  express  recognition  of  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple, as  it  shall  be  impossible  to  misunderstand.  We 
will  write  upon  its  very  front  the  great  doctrines  of  lib- 
erty, in  characters  of  light,  which,  like  the  burning  let- 
ters in  the  banqueiing-nall  of  Belshazzar,  may  blast  the 
eye-balls  of  whomever  shall  meditate  treason  to  the 
democratic  rigiits  we  have  conquered  with  our  blood 
and  our  fortunes.  Accordingly,  the  convention  of  Vir- 
ginia proposed  to  amend  the  constitution  by  inserting 
therein  the  following,  among  other  clauses: 

"  That  all  power  is  naturally  vested  in,  and  conse- 
quently derived  from,  the  people;  that  magistrates, 
therefore,  are  their  trustees  and  agents,  and  at  all  times 
amenable  to  them." 

"That  the  people  have  a  right  peaceably  to  assemble 
together  to  consult  for  the  common  good,  or  to  instruct 
their  representatives;  and  that  every  freeman  has  a 
right  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  a  redress  of  griev- 
ances." 

New  York,  North  Carolina,  and  Rhode  Island,  pro- 
posed, either  literally  or  in  substance,  the  aame  provi- 
sion; and  the  consequence  was,  the  addition  to  the  con- 
stitution of  the  article  which  I  am  now  discussing,  on 
the  riglit  of  conscience,  speech,  and  petition.  And 
such  being  the  history  of  this  clause,  I  look  to  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Virginia  especially,  constant  and  honorable 
as  they  are  m  their  attachment  to  constitutional  princi- 
ples at  whatever  hazard,  to  go  with  me  in  maintaining 
inviolate  this  great  original  right  of  the  people. 

But  we  shall  not  fully  appreciate  the  force  and  value 
of  this  provision,  if  we  stop  at  this  point  of  the  investi- 
gation. The  right  of  petition  is  an  old  undoubted 
household  right  of  the  blood  of  England,  which  runs  in 
our  veiiM.  When  we  fled  from  the  oppressions  of  Kings 
and  Par Iwments  in  Europe,  to  found  this  great  republic 
in  America,  we  brought  with  us  the  laws  and  the  liber- 


ties which  formed  a  part  of  our  heritage  as  BriloM. 
We  brought  with  us  the  idea  and  the  form  of  ourkp^ 
lative  assemblies,  composed  of  elected  repraentitifei 
of  the  people;  we  brought  with  ui  the  ri^bt  of  peiittoo, 
as  the  necessary  mcident  of  such  inatitutioni.  Fix 
where,  in  the  whole  history  of  our  father-land,  bu  the 
right  of  petition  ever  undergone  debate  and  qoestioQ' 
Go  back  to  the  old  parliamentary  rolls,  cocnl  fith 
magna  charta;  peruse  the  black-letter  volumes  in  vludi 
the  early  laws  and  practices  of  the  English  moosrd; 
are  seen  to  be  recorded;  and,  so  fiir  ai  you  finds  Got- 
emment  to  exist,  you  find  the  right  to  petitioo  U 
Government  existing  also,  as  an  undeniable  fnaehK 
and  birthright  of  the  humblest  in  the  Uod.  The  Nor- 
mans came  over,  Unce  in  hand,  burninfj^  and  tnapbii 
down  every  thing  before  them,  and  cutting  off  the  Sax- 
on dynasty  and  the  Saxon  nobles  at  the  edge  of  tk 
sword;  but  the  right  of  petition  remained  unloached 
In  all  succeeding  times,  from  the  day  when  the  baroai 
at  Runnymede  pledged  themselves  to  deny  to  no  sis 
redress  of  his  grievances,  through  every  vicissitodf  el 
revolution  and  of  war,  down  to  the  day  when  ourfcfr 
fathers  abandoned  their  native  country,  the  same  ngtt 
of  petition  continued  without  challenge.  ^^^^^ 
reign,  it  is  true,  that  of  the  misguided  CharittI,iM 
King  invaded  the  public  liberUes;  and  he  expiated  ue 
wrong  by  a  felon's  death.  After  the  commonteiw 
had  passed  away,  came  the  petition  of  right,  and  fU 
it  the  stotute  of  13  Charies  II,  distinctly  recogntt|n|iK 
old  right  of  petition,  and  regulating  the  mode  of  i)* 'J 
ercisci  and,  again,  after  the  dethronement  and  trn^ 
James  II,  the  bill  of  rights,  and  the  atatute  of  1  >*>«a» 
and  Mary,  again  recogn'iaing  and  regulaUng  the  ngm« 
petition  ks  it  has  been  exercised  at  all  tiroes  thrcogiw.' 
Great  Britain.  r.L. 

Now,  I  ask  genUemcn  to  point  me,  in  ^^f*^\zZ 
periods  under  review,  to  the  precedents  of  a  reiuw  ; 
Parliament  to  receive  petitions.    I  in^'»^«  ?°*"  Tl 
over  the  histories  of  parliamentary  proceeding,  ww  «j^ 
me  the  examples  of  petitions  being  thrust  out  oi 
House  of  Commons  or  of  Lords,  at  the  instant  of  p«» 
ation,  unread  or  unheard,  on  the  ground  that  iw  p  ; 
of  the  petition  ought  not  to  be  granted,    ww    / 
doit?    Can  they  do  it?     I»  ^t  "ot  pei^c^^^^^^^^^^^ 
on  the  contrary,  that  every  subject  is  treeiy  •»      ,  <^ 
be  heard  m  his  petition,  provided  it  be  ^^^^\^^ 
terms,  even  although  he  pray  «Pf«^J  Z\W^ 
right  revoluUon  in  the  Government,  w^'^"'Jl^,tiii>'. 
ofpetitionera  who  thus  carried  through, »"  ^"Tu,i|tbe 
the  great  measii re  of  parliamenta^  reform  \^^^^^U' 
people  in  republican  America,  with  its  wniw        ^^^ 
tionfor  the  protection  of  the  p»bl«c  "«'" V  k^re  I* 
body  of  strictly  limited  powers,  sliall  the  Pe^P'T^  .^  ^ 
forbidden  to  do  that  which  they  may  Y\l^^^ 
monarchy  of  England,  having  no  K"*r*  .     ^ggges,  i"*^ 


the  republic!  , ,       ^^  pot  do* 

Ay,  but,  say  gentlemen,  if  such  ^^""^'j  ^'iontrcb^ 
by  the  representatives  of  the  people  '"  jgntt"^** 
England,  they  have  be<*i  done  by  their  J«P  g^deott'^ 
in  democratic  America.  We  are  toW  oi  p^ 
home.  What  are  those  precedents?  i^jble  ^  '^ 
To  begin.  I  throw  aside  as  wholly  »"*PJ"g  of  peiH'^' 
question,  or  at  least  as  evasive  of  itf  the  °"  xo^ 
refused  on  account  of  disrespectful  »"£"  ?on$tit«''* 


■  «,.M««.v  vi.  wvwwwii%  wi  \ji««%.v|v^ —  Those  03"*  l^ 
the  persons  or  the  body  petitioned.  * »  ^^^jj,  of  ^^ 
standing  exception,  independent  of  t» 

•object.  .    -ygo.  in  reftf«° 

1  he  proceedings  of  the  House  in  H^'"' 
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0  petitions  on  the  matter  of  the  elave  trade  and  of  slavery 
n  the  States,  have  been  cited.  It  is  said  in  a  note  ap- 
)ended  in  print  to  the  very  respectable  speech  of  the 
^ntleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Gaslavd,]  that  those 
letitions  were  not  received.  This  is  a  mistake,  as  every 
^ntleman  may  satisfy  himself  by  recurrence  to  the  jour- 
lals  of  the  House. 

[Mr.  Gasiavd  rose  to  explain.  He  said  that  the 
lote  appended  to  his  former  remarks  was  wrong.  He 
ras  led  into  the  error  by  Mr.  Elliot^  in  his  4th  vol.  of  De- 
bates, page  211.  Mr.  E.  had  copied  the  debate,  head- 
ng  it  *<  Slave  Trade;  on  committing  the  memorial  of 
he  Quakers  on  the  slave  trade,  H.  R.,  March,  1790;" 
nd  closing  it  with  <*  memorial  rejected."  From  this 
tatement  of  the  question,  the  debate  being  upon  the 
lommitment,  and  the  addition,  memorial  rejected,  Mr. 
#.  said  he  took  it  for  ji^ranted,  without  further  examina- 
ion,  that  the  memorial  was  rejected  without  commit- 
lent.  Upon  examination,  however,  he  found  that  this 
tatement  was  inaccurate,  and  that  the  memorial  was  re- 
erred  to  a  committee.  Mr.  O.  said  he  was  indebted  to 
lie  courtesy  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  for 
be  opportunity  of  making  this  explanation*  and  correct- 
9g  the  error.] 

I  felt  sure  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  would, 
rhen  occasion  oflTered,  afford  an  honorable  explanation 
*f  this  error;  for  I  myself  noticed  the  statement  in 
SUiot's  Debates,  and  might  have  been  misled  thereby, 
f  I  had  not  followed  up  the  subject  to  the  original 
ources  of  information  regarding  it.  The  petitions  were 
n  fact  received,  committed,  and  debated  on  report,  as 
shall  have  occasion  hereafter  to  state  at  length. 

One  other  case  is  cited,  that  of  the  petition  of  Vicente 
>azos,  agent  of  Kew  Granada,  which,  in  the  year  1818, 
he  House  refused  to  receive.  But  the  printed  debates 
»f  that  day  show  clearly  the  ground  of  rejection.  Mr. 
'orsyth  moved  that  it  be  not  received.  **  He  stated 
hat,  as  the  petitioner  was  the  agent  of  a  foreign  Power, 
nd  applied  to  Congress  as  an  appellate  power  over  the 
Executive,  he  thought  it  improper  that  he  should  be 
hus  heard."  And  the  question  was  decided  upon  this 
ingle  point.  I  heartily  approve  the  remarks  then  made 
>y  a  distinguifthed  statesman,  now  no  more,  who  at  that 
ime  represented  Massachusetts  on  this  floor. 

Mr.  Mills,  of  Massachusetts,  said  that  « the  right  of 
letition  was  a  sacred  one,  and  belonged  equally  to  the 
Deanest  and  the  greatest  citizen  in  the  nation;  and  if  such 
i  petition  as  this,  implicating  the  conduct  of  the  Execu- 
ive,  had  been  presented  from  the  meanest  citizen,  he 
vould  receive  It;  and  if  it  complained  of  grievances  with- 
out pointing  out  redress,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the 
iouse  to  give  the  proper  redress;  but  it  was  to  our  own 
citizens  only  he  would  turn  this  listening  ear.  What 
ight  had  a  foreif^  subject  to  petition  this  House?" 

Sir,  I  have  incidentally  touched  upon  the  argument  of 
)recedents,  and  shown  how  untenable  it  is;  but  1  care 
lot  if  there  were  a  thousand  precedents  of  refusal 
o  receive  petitions.  Such  a  fact,  if  it  existed,  would 
lot  abate  my  zeal  on  this  point,  or  shift,  in  the  minutest 
legree,  my  position..  Upon  the  constitution,  upon  the 
)re-existing  legal  rights  of  the  people,  as  understood  in 
his  country  and  in  England,  I  have  argued  that  this 
flouse  is  bound  to  receive  the  petition  under  debate,  ft 
s  impossible,  in  my.  mind,  to  distinguish  between  the 
■cfusal  to  receive  a  petition,  or  its  summary  rejection  by 
lome  general  order,  and  the  denial  of  the  right  of  peti- 
ion.  I  have  no  such  microscopic  eye  as  to  enable  me 
o  discern  the  point  of  difference  between  the  two 
hings.  This  pi^ocedure  msy  be  keeping  the  word  to 
he  ear,  but  it  is  breaking  it  to  the  sense;  and  f  go  upon 
general,  abstract,  original,  fundamental  principle,  the 
^reat  principle  of  democratic  liberty,  which  is  the  founda- 
ion  atone  of  this  republic.    It  is  for  the  sacred  aod  in* 


alienable  rights  of  the  people  that  I  here  contend.  I 
should  regard  the  exclusion  of  petitions  from  the  consid* 
eration  of  the  House  as  a  high-handed  invasion  of  the 
imprescriptible  rights  of  the  constituency  of  the  country, 
of  whom  we  are  the  representatives,  not  the  dictators; 
and  it  is  for  that  reason  I  take  my  stand  against  it  on  the 
very  threshold. 

Sir,  I  sm  a  republican;  and  I  desire  to  see  this  House 
observe  the  principles  of  that  democracy  which  is  ever 
on  the  lips  of  its  members,  and  which  I  hope  ia  in  their 
hearts,  as  I  know  and  feel  it  is  in  mine,  and  mean  it  shall 
be  in  my  conduct.  This  republic  was  called  into  being, 
organized,  and  is  upheld,  by  a  great  political  doctrine. 
That  doctrine  is,  that  the  people  alone  are  sui)reme;  that 
they  are  the  fountains  of  power;  that  all  magistrates  are 
the  delegated  agents  of  the  people,  for  the  purposes 
limited  and  prescribed  in  their  letters  of  appointment 
and  the  general  laws  of  the  land;  that  the  constituents 
of  a  member  of  this  House  have  the  right  to  give  instruc* 
tions  to  him  individually;  and  that  t^yery  individual  one 
of  the  people  has  a  right  to  be  heard  by  petition  on  the 
floor  of  this  House.  These  are  among  the  (hings  which 
I  understand  to  constitute  the  principles  of  democracy; 
those  general  principles,  which  I  learned  in  nw  boyhood, 
with  my  catechism,  in  the  bill  of  rights  prefixed  to  the 
constitution  of  my  own  State;  which,  on  maturer  study, 
I  have  seen  to  be  avowed  more  or  less  distinctly  in  all 
the  constitutions  of  this  republic,  and  of  each  of  its  con* 
stituent  republics;  which  I  perceive  to  be  defended  and 
applauded  in  the  writings  of  the  great  text  authors  of 
political  science  in  modern  tiroes;  and  which,  after  being 
for  the  first  time  practically  exemplified  in  our  own  in- 
stitutions, have  gone  forth  over  the  universe,  toppling 
down  thrones,  and  raising  up  freemen,  through  all  the 
nations  of  Christendom. 

And  whilst  I  feel  impelled  by  such  convictions  to  resist 
the  summary  rejection  of  this  petition  upon  principle,  I 
am  irresistibly  led  to  the  same  conclusion  by  considera- 
tions of  policy  and  expediency.  I  deny  that  such  con- 
siderations should  decide  the  question;  but  seeing  they 
have  been  urged  into  it,  I  shall  concede  to  them  all  due 
respect. 

We  have  been  told  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ia 
for  a  thing  which  the  constitution  does  not  permit  to 
Congress,  and  so  the  petition  itself  should  not  be  re- 
ceived. I  a»k  of  the  House  how  it  appears  that  we  liave 
no  right,  by  the  constitution,  to  legislate  upon  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  the  petition?  U  may  be  so,  and  it  may  not. 
One  member  of  the  House  has  earnestly  sverred  that  it 
is,  another  that  it  is  not.  Which  of  them  is  right?  I 
confess,  for  myself,  that  I  cannot  think  it  becomes  the 
House  to  decide  either  way,  upon  the  mere  ipse  dixit  of 
individual  members.  Besides,  the  petition  calls  in  ques- 
tion not  only  slavery,  but  also  the  commerce  in  slaves. 
And  will  any  gentleman  affirm  that  the  slave  trade  of  the 
District  is  among  those  holv  things  which  Congress  may 
not  constitutionally  handler  Is  this  District  set  apart  by 
the  constitution,  under  whatever  changes  of  opinion  or 
fact  the  progress  of  civilization  may  introduce,  to  be  un- 
changeably and  forever  a  general  slave  market  for  the 
rest  of  the  Union?  I  confess  that  f,  sgain,  am  disap- 
pointed in  that,  among  all  the  confident  things  said  in 
denial  of  the  constitutional  powers  of  Congress  in  this 
matter,  there  has  not  been,  so  far  ss  I  remember,  any 
systematic  argument  on  the  perfectly  distinct  branches 
of  the  double  constitutional  question  involved  in  it,  name- 
ly, the  slave  property  and  the  slave  traffic  of  this  District. 
And  what  shall  be  said  of  our  constitutional  power  in  the 
purchased  territories,  under  tiie  jurisdiction  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  which  some  of  these  petitions  spply?  And 
what  clause  of  the  constitution  restricts  the  right  of  pe- 
tition to  constitutional  things?  This  House  cannot  grant 
beyond  its  powers;  these  are  limited  by  the  constitution; 
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but  the  people  miy  petition  for  eny  thin^i  for  the  right 
of  petition  ii»  by  the  conititution,  lecared  forever  agttmrt 
any  end  every  Uinitation  or  restriction. 

But  then  it  b  laid  that  the  aablect-mattec  of  the  peti- 
tion doei  not  admit  of  debate  i  that  the  deliberate  eon- 
aeration  of  it,  and  the  decision  of  it  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  business,  would  be  fraught'  with  diaastroas  con- 
sequences to  the  peace  of  the  8outh  and  the  general 
tranquillity  of  the  Union.  Deeming  this  argument  of 
more  weight  than  the  other,  I  wiH  give  to  it  more  care- 
ful attention,  especially  as  on  this  point  gentlemen  have 
appealed  with  great  force  of  language  to  the  patriotic 
consideration  of  the  North. 

In  the  fint  pbce,  I  aver  that  I,  and  those  with  whom  1 
have  acted  or  voted,  did  not  seek  debate  on  this  subject. 
We  felt  anxious,  almost  univenallvy  to  avoid  it.  The 
membert  from  Manachusetts,  at  least,  have  not  invited, 
and,  until  it  had  been  under  discussion  among  other  gen- 
tlemen for  a  whole  month,  they  scarcely  participated  in 
the  agitation  of  the  subject  in  this  House.  We  sst  here 
week  after  week,  submitting,  for  the  sake  of  public 
peace,  to  hear  in  silence  the  hsrshest  reflections  upon 
our  constituents,  and  listening,  with  surprised  curiosity, 
to  the  strangest  legal  and  political  heresies,  uttered  as 
confidently  as  if  they  were  gospel  truths  communicated 
by  divine  inspiration.  One  of  my  colleagues  [Mr .  Adams] 
did,  indeed,  beseech  gentlemen  not  to  provoke  him  to  a 
discussion  of  the  subject (  and  thus  it  went  on,  untouched 
by  us,  until  another  of  my  colleagues  [Mr.  Ho  ah]  could 
no  longer  abstain  from  the  temperate  defence  of  the  con- 
stitution and  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

In  the  second  place,  I  do  devoutly  beliere  that  gentle- 
men misjudge,  if  they  suppose  that  agitation  out  of  doors 
is  to  be  arrested  by  the  qusshing  of  these  petitions  on 
their  very  introduction  to  this  House.  With  my  whole 
heart  I  accord  in  the  view  of  the  subject  taken  some  time 
since  by  an  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Hvrr,]  and  which  I  know  is  taken  by  one  of  the  wisest 
and  most  trusted  of  the  statesmen  of  Virginia,  now  a 
member  of  the  other  branch  of  Congreit.  If  there  be 
any  plausible  reason  fur  supposing  that  we  have  the  right 
to  legislate  on  the  slave  intrrests  of  the  District,  you  can- 
not put  down  the  investigation  of  the  subject  out  of  doors 
hy  refusing  to  receive  petitions.  On  the  contrary,  you 
give  the  petitionera  new  force  and  efficiency,  by  giving 
them  a  new  cause  of  complaint  and  of  escitement.  Nor 
do  you  attain  any  thing,  so  far  as  this  House  is  concerned) 
fur,  by  shutting  otit  petitions  you  do  not  shut  out  debate  i 
any  member  orthe  House  can  bring  on  debate  any  dav, 
by  moving  some  general  resolution  applicable  to  the  sub- 
ject. On  the  other  hand,  if  it  be  so  certain  that  Con- 
gress have  no  power  in  this  matter,  or,  having  power, 
ought  not  to  exercise  it,  then  let  the  House  establiah 
those  points  in  the  ususi  way,  by  a  deliberate  report, 
elaborated  in  the  closet,  by  a  committee  of  the  ablest 
men  upon  this  floor,  and  considerately  adopted  by  the 
House.  The  argument  by  which  this  c^iurse  is  withstood 
g<.tes  upon  a  false  assumption.  It  assumes  for  granted 
that  tite  people  of  the  United  States  are  not  to  be  rea- 
aoned  with{  that  their  opinions  can  be  put  down  by  bold 
and  broad  assertions  at  this  or  the  other  end  of  the  Cap- 
itol i  and  that  they  are  not  to  be  trusted  with  the  facts 
and  law  of  the  case.  Here,  again,  as  I  conceive,  gen- 
tlemen forget  that  this  Government  is  a  republican  one, 
resting  exclusively  in  the  intelligence  and  virtue  of  the 
people.  I,  for  one,  am  willing  they  sliould  look  into 
any  of  the  clauses  of  the  constitution,  snd  be  fully  in- 
formed of  the  merits  of  ever}*  question  arising  under  it, 
never  doubting  that,  in  the  end,  their  decision  upon  it 
'  will  be  just,  true,  and  patriotic.  Or  is  it  that  gentlemen 
are  afraid  to  meet  a  proper  scrutiny  of  the  subject^  Do 
they  shrink  from  a  fair  and  full  examination  of'its  merits 
or  demerits? 


Sir,  alliiakm  has  been  made,  in  an  early  Hife  of  Dm 
debate,  to  the  history  of  the  exeitemeot  which  or 
pervaded  ■  considerable  part  of  the  country  in  refeitKe 
to  the  transportation  of  the  mails  on  the  Lord's  ^,  h 
is  undoubtedly  a  pregnant  case,  directly  in  point;  boil 
have  another  case  yet,  more  cogent  and  pertinent 

Within  leas  than  one  year  afler  the  adoption  of  i)k 
constitution,  there  came  to  Congress  petitioGi,  ckirf! 
from  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  VirjiiB, 
and  especially  from  the  Society  of  Friend^  \m 
Congress  to  suppress  the  akve  trade,  and  to  interpoc, 
in  vatioos  ways,  within  the  limits  of  the  sevenl  Siam 
in  the  melioration  of  the  condition  of  the  colored  pfi 
lation  of  the  South.  I  havcexaasinedthejounnlipj 
the  records  of  the  proceedings  hi  this  Hooie;  ifcw 
looked  into  the  history  of  the  tiroes,  toundentiwl* 
grounds  of  the  disposition  then  made  of  those  p<«t]W 
In  the  outset,  I  will  observe  that  the  debttei  on  the  ^ 
ject  present  a  remarkable  parallel  with  whithMUto 
place  under  my  own  eyes  in  this  House.  Mesn.  W- 
son.  Baldwin,  Tucker,  Smith,  and  some  olbw  pntkw 
from  the  South,  insisted,  as  we  now  hesr  it  •!»»«»'» 
the  petitions  should  be  summarily  rejected,  tiw« 
commitment.  They  alleged  the  same  ressowj  weft " 
unconstitutional  object,  and  pernicious  elFects  or  » 
discussion  upon  tlie  interests  of  the  slsvehokfing  Sta» 
One  gentleman  did,  I  believe,  what  1  suppose  fo« 
hardly  be  done  at  this  day,  enter  into  an  eliborttc  w^ 
dication  of  the  trans-Atlantic  slave  trade.  But  tft^ 
was  a  most  eminent  and  most  patriotic  ■»««'>"'',"; 
House,  a  man  as  calm  in  judging  as  he  wti  debbenK  ■ 
acting,  who  had  himaelf  been  instruments!  inwiif » 
first  in  Uiying  the  foundation  of  this  Union;  who  jw 
then  has  successfully  filled  the  highest  sWionifW 
the  laws  of  his  country  acknowledge?  and  who  Jftj^ 
in  a  venerable  old  age,  to  receive  the  adBurrtiou  o'/' 
countrymen,  and  to  enjoy  the  rare  ffelicity  of  ainnr^ 
as  it  were,  a  witness  of  the  honors  bestowed  upw "" 
by  posterity.  8truB  rtdeai  in etBhtm.  im "»JV 
ere  he  depaH  from  among  us,  to  take  his  pUce  w^ 
the  great  and  glorious  of  other  times.  Sir, jw  d  ^ 
will  anticipate  that  I  have  in  my  eye  James  ^^^j^ 
younger,  who  stood  forth  to  pour  upon  tne  ifw 
waves  of  that  day  the  oil  of  peace  and  jWnj»- 
grant  there  may  yet  be  found  among  his  P**'r'L,» 
trymen  some  good  and  great  "»>*—•**•***'  «*Sribe 
there  is  not— now  to  perform  the  self»me  omce  i^ 

republic.  'imMtorf 

At  thst  crisis,  in  the  very  greenness  of  ^\r;^ 
youth  of  the  constitution,  when  it  wm  *«•»*  •**  ,,w-|«f 
the  shock  of  sectional  collision,  Mr.  Madison,  to^^^ 
as  he  was,  steadily  opposed  his  friends  from  w^ 
and  successfully  advocated  the  coromHmcnt  omw  r 
tions.  1  submit  to  the  House  his  speech,  ss  I  ^^ 
briefly  reported  in  the  newspapers  of  thst  dsy.  ^ 
*•  Mr.  Madiaon  observed  that  it  wm  bis  oP'?^,;^ 
terday  that  the  best  way  to  proceed  in  this  •»"*"  ^ 
to  commit  the  memorial  without  any  debstc  <>"  JJ^ 
ject.  From  what  baa  taken  place,  he  ^^^^^^^ 
vinced  of  the  propriety  of  the  idea.  BuMJ  *"?  ^ 
has  engaged  the  attention  of  many  «n«'!**'^.  „  pf  iK 
offer  a  few  observations  for  the  conadcrauo"  ^  ^^ 
House.  He  then  entered  into  a  critical  J^^itotl* 
circumatancei  respecting  the  adoption  of  tw  *^7^^-0i 
the  ideas  upon  the  limitation  of  the  power  or  ij^j^ 
to  interfere  in  the  regulation  of  the  commerce '^ 
and  showing  that  they  undoubtedly  «^«**  ?®l;„^llf» 
from  interposing  in  their  importation,  and  r  ^ 
regulate  the  mode  in  which  every  *P5*^/1.„c(j8i^ 
shall  be  transacted.  He  adverted  to  the  ??L»la*< 
try  and  the  cession  of  Georgia,  in  wbicft  twv^fjt, 
certsinly  the  power  to  regulate  the  w'SJ^^^^^pposiit 
which  shows  that  gentlemen  arc  mnHwo  m    rr 
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hat  Conf^ress  cannot  constitutionally  interfere  in  the 
tusiness  in  any  degree  whatever.  He  was  in  favor  of 
ommitting  the  petitions,  and  justified  the  measure  by 
epeated  precedents  in  the  proceedings  of  the  House." 

f  produce  this  speech,  not  foi^the  purpose  of  adopting 
U  its  views,  for  some  of  them,  I  confess,  are  new  to  me, 
Jid  such  as  I  have  not  had  time  or  means  to  investigate, 
lut  in  order  to  show,  conclusively,  what  Mr.  Madison 
leemed  wise  and  proper  to  be  done  in  a  contingency  so 
precisely  like  the  present.  Accordingly,  «11  the  petitions 
irere  committed  to  a  select  committeet  that  committee 
nade  a  report«  the  report  was  referred  to  a  Committee 
»r  the  Whole  House,  and  discussed  on  four  successive 
lays;  it  was  then  reported  to  the  House  with  amend- 
nents,  and  by  the  House  ordered  to  be  inscribed  in  its 
ournats,  and  then  bid  on  the  table. 

That  report,  as  amended  in  committee,  is  in  the  fol« 
owing  words: 

**  The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  sundry 
nemorials  from  the  people  called  Quakers,  and  also  a 
(lemorial  from  the  Pennsylvania  Society  for  promoting 
he  abolition  of  slavery,  submit  the  following  report,  (as 
imended  in  Committee  of  the  .Whole:) 

*<  First.  l*hat  the  migration  or  importation  of  such 
>er8ons  as  any  of  the  States  now  existing  shall  think 
>roper  to  admit  cannot  be  prohibited  by  Congress  prior 
o  the  year  1808. 

<•  Secondly.  That  Congress  have  no  power  to  inter- 
ere  in  the  emancipation  oT  slaves,  or  in  the  treatment  of 
hem,  within  any  of  the  States;  it  remaining  with  the 
leveral  States  alone  to  provide  any  regulation  therein 
vhich  humanity  and  true  policy  may  require* 

*'  Thirdly.  That  Congress  have  authority  to  restrain 
:he  citizens  of  the  United  States  from  carrying  on  the 
\frican  8hv6  trade,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  for- 
eigners with  slaves,  and  of  providing,  by  proper  regula- 
tions, for  the  humane  treatment,  during  their  passage, 
of  slaves  imported  by  the  said  citizens  into  the  States 
sdmitting  such  importations. 

<'  Fourthly.  That  Congress  have  also  authority  to  pro- 
hibit foreigners  from  fitting  out  vessels  in  any  part  of 
the  United  States  for.transporting  persons  from  Africa  to 
any  foreign  port." 

Now,  1  entreat  the  House  to  call  to  mind  the  effect  of 
these  proceedings.  There  was  no  insurrection,  no 
servile  war,  no  agitation  in  the  South.  Congress  calm- 
ly and  considerately  examined  the  whole  broad  question, 
not  of  the  slave  trade  only,  but  also  of  the  slave  interest. 
It  decided  how  far  it  could  go,  and  how  far  it  would  %q. 
Its  decision  went  forth  to  the  world,  and  settled  the 
questions  involved  in  it,  as  it  were,  forever.  Nearly 
fifty  years  have  since  elapsed,  and  I  am  not  aware  that 
the  points  then  adjudged  have  at  any  time  since  been 
drawn  into  debate  or  controversy.  And  I  do  declare 
my  solemn  belief,  that  it  the  House  would  now  pursue 
the  same  course,  and  dispassionately  determine  what  it 
can  or  cannot  do,  and  .make  that  determination  known 
to  the  country  in  a  respectful  way,  the  result  would  be 
precisely  the  same  in  this  vexed  question  of  the  District 
of  Columbis. 

Entertaining  these  opinions  of  the  course  to  be  pur- 
sued, I  beg  of  gentlemen  to  look  at  the  question,  as  I 
have  done,  in  a  calm  review  of  facts  and  of  principles. 
They  deprecate  all  agitation  unfriendly  to  the  peace  and 
reciprocal  good  will  of  the  different  sections  of  the 
country.  So  do  I,  most  heartily;  and  in  nnr  own  humble 
sphere  I  have  earnestly  exerted  myself  to  this  end. 
And  I  do,  unwillingly  but  decidedly,  avow  my  convic- 
tion, derived  from  abundant  personal  observation,  that 
it  is  not  by  the  summary  suppression  of  petitions,  it  is 
not  by  Lynching  this  or  any  other  petition,  that  tran- 
quillity is  to  be  restored,  and  harmony  assured,  either 
in  the  South  or  the  North.    And  whilst  I  entreat  of  in- 


dividual members  of  the  House  to  regard  this  quesUon 
in  calmness,  and  conclude  it  in  judgment,  as  they  would 
any  lesser  question,  I  warn  and  adjure  the  House  itself^ 
as  a  constituent  branch  of  this  Government,  to  beware 
lest,  in  deciding  this  general  question  of  the  right  of 
petition,  it  overleap  the  bounds  prescribed  to  it  by  the 
constitution. 

Men  of  Virginis,  countrymen  of  Washington,  of"  Pat- 
rick Henry,  of  Jefferson,  and  of  Madison,  will  ye  be 
true  to  your  constitutional  faith?  Men  of  New  York, 
will  ye  ride  over  the  principles  of  the  democracy  ye 
profess }  Men  of  the  West,  can  ye  prove  recreant  to  the 
spirit  of  sturdy  independence  which  carried  you  beyond 
the  mountains?  Men  of  New  England,  I  hold  you  to  the 
doctrines  of  liberty  which  ye  inherit  from  your  puritan 
forefathers.  And  if  this  House  is  to  be  scared,  by  what- 
ever influences,  from  its  doty  to  receive  and  hear  the 
petitions  of  the  people,  then  I  shsll  s^nd  my  voice  beyond 
the  walls  of  this  Capitol  for  redress.  To  the  people  I 
say,  your  liberties  are  in  danger;  they,  whom  you  have 
chosen  to  be  your  representatives,  are  untrue  to  their 
trust:  come  ye  to  the  rescue;  for  the  vindication  of  your 
right  of  petition,  to  you  I  sppeal;  to  you,  the.  people 
who  sent  us  here,  whose  agents  we  are,  to  whom  we 
shall  return  to  render  a  reckoning  to  our  stewardship, 
and  who  are  the  true  and  only  sovereigns  in  this  re- 
public. 

Af^er  Mr.  Cusaiva  concluded  his  remarks, 

Mr.  GARLAND  rose  and  said  that  he  did  not  rise  to 
inflict  a  long  speech  upon  the  House,  particularly  at  this 
hour  of  the  day;  that  he  would  not  discuss  the  subject  of 
slavery  here  or  elsewhere;  but  he  could  not  permit  the 
ingenious  and  specious  remarks  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Cusniire,]  who  has  just 
taken  bis  seat,  to  go  to  the  public  without  an  humble 
effort,  on  his  part,  to  parry  their  effects,  by  exposing 
their  fallacy.  Mr.  G.  said,  that  whenever  gentlemen 
presented  these  petitions  for  interference  with  the  local 
rights  of  the  people  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  against 
their  wishes,  the  reception  was  to  be  secured,  by  being 
wrapped  in  the  extensive  folds  of  the  sacred,  the  consti- 
tutional right  of  petition. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  proposed  very  briefly  to  examine  this 
subject,  with  a  view  to  distinguish  between  the  constitu- 
tional right  of  petition  and  the  constitutional  obligation 
of  this  House  to  receive  petitions  when  presented,  and 
to  prove  that  this  House  was  under  no  constitutional  ob- 
ligation to  receive  petitions  founded  in  abuse  of  this  sa- 
cred right,  and  having  in  view  the  subversion  of  the 
rights  of  others.  Mr.  O.  said,  when  gentlemen  from  the 
North  accused  members  of  the  South  of  disregarding  the 
constitutional  right  of  petition,  in  voting  against  the  re- 
ception of  these  abolition  mennorials,  they  did  them 
great  injustice.  No  people  regarded  with  more  scru- 
pulous jealousy  the  right  of  petition,  legitimately  exer- 
cised, tJian  the  southern  people;  but  it  was  against  its 
abuse  that  they  protested;  and  it  was  the  invasion  of  the 
rights  of  others,  under  color  of  this  sacred  principle, 
which Jhey  resisted. 

Blr.'G.  said,  with  due  deference  to  the  opinions  pf 
other  gentlemen,  he  had  always  understood  that  the  ob- 
ject of  the  constitution,  in  guarantying  the  right  of  pe- 
tition, was  to  enable  the  people,  or  any  portion  of  them, 
to  assemble  without  interruption  or  hindrance,  and  pe- 
tition for  the  redress  of  any  grievance  under  which  they 
might  labor,  and  which  was  within  the  reach  of  the  body 
I  petitioned.  This  was  the  object  of  the  celebrated  magna 
eharta  of  England;  it  was  the  object  of  every  guarantee 
of  the  right  of  petition  in  every  age  of  the  world,  wher- 
ever it  has  existed.    It  was  (said  Mr.  G.)  emphatically 
a  right,  guarantied  by  the  constitution,  to  petition  for 
redress  of  grievances— grievances  either  public  or  pri- 
vate,  but  nothing  more.      Mr.  G.  said,  to  sustain  this 
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poutioii«  be  needed  no  other  argument  than  the  ar- 
ticle of  the  constitution  cited  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man  himaelf.  It  reads  thus:  ^'Congress  shall  make  no 
law  respecting  the  establishment  of  reli^on,  or  prohib- 
iting the  free  exercise  thereof,  or  abridging  the  freedom 
of  speech  or  of  the  press,  or  the  right  of  the  people 
peaceably  to  assemble  and  to  petition  the  Government 
for  a  redress  of  grievances."  Can  the  mind  of  any  man 
(said  Mr.  G.)  be  so  far  obscured  as  not  at  once  to  per- 
ceive that  the  object  of  this  article  was  to  secure  to  the 
people  the  right  of  assembling  and  petitioning,  without 
Dinonnce  or  molestation,  founded  upon  the  right  of  all 
or  any  portion  of  the  people  to  have  their  grievances 
(not  the  grievances  of  others)  redressed?  He  said  he 
thought  not.  He  thought  the  article  too  clear  to  need 
the  aid  of  argument  for  elucidation.  Mr.  O.  said,  ^sery 
people  knew  their  own  grievances  best,  and  he  thought 
it  a  most  eztravagarit  claim,  under  this  article,  to  assert 
that  it  gave  the  right  to  one  set  of  people  to  interfere 
with  the  rights  of  another,  and  that  Congress  was 
bound  to  receive  such  petitions,  and  gravely  act  upon 
them.  The  constitution  meant  (said  Mr.  O.)  no  such 
absurdity. 

Mr.  O.  said  he  would,  by  offering  a  few  hypothetical 
examples,  illustrate  the  absurdity  of  this  extravagant 
claim  under  the  constitutional  right  of  petition,  broad  as 
it  is,  and  broad  as  it  should  be.  Mr.  G.  said  the  consti- 
tution of  our  Government  was  strictly  federal i  that  to  its 
action  and  control  were  confided  particular,  specified, 
defined  powers,  in  which  there  was  a  general  and  a  com- 
munity of  interest  between  all  the  States;  but  that  the 
domestic  rights  of  the  States  were  under  their  own  ex- 
clusive jurisdiction {  and  that  the  Federal  Government 
could,  constitutionally,  no  more  interfere  with  them 
than  could  the  Government  of  France  or  England.  In 
the  domestic  relations  of  the  States,  they  are  not  only 
independent  of  the  Federal  Government,  but  of  the 
several  State  Governments.  Kmonf  the  several  domes- 
tic concerns  of  the  States,  over  which  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment has  no  jurisdiction  whatever,  is  the  institution 
of  slavery  in  the  slaveholdin^  States.  It  is  an  admitted 
principle,  (said  Mr.  G.)  It  is  a  constitutional  guarantee 
that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  States  in  which  slavery  exists 
is  exclusive  over  the  subject,  and  that  neither  the  Fed- 
eral nor  any  State  Government  hss  the  right  to  inter- 
fere with  it.  This  principle  being  true,  (said  Mr.  G.,) 
as  it  undoubtedly  is,  he  would  ask  whether  the  people 
of  any  portion  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  had  the 
right  to  petition  Congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  State 
of  Virginia,  because  the  right  of  petition  is  guarantied 
by  the  constitution,  and  that  Congress  is  bound  to  re- 
ceive their  petitions,  and  gravely  consider  the  subject- 
matter  of  them — a  subject-matter  over  which  there  is  not 
only  not  delegated  any  power,  but  over  which  their  pow- 
er is  expressly  restricted.  1*o  what  end  are  they  to  re- 
ceive it  ?  Merely  to  get  a  report  from  a  committee,  and  a 
grave  decision  of  this  House  that  it  has  no  right  to  legis- 
late upon  this  subject?  Surely  this  is  an  absurdity  (said 
Mr.  O.)  for  which  no  member  of  this  House  will  con* 
tepd.     It  would  be  an  idle  waste  of  time. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  G.,  (for  the  principles  would  be  pre- 
cisely (he  same,)  suppose  these  people  were  to  petition 
Congress  to  interfere  with  the  domestic  relations  of 
France  or  England:  ought  their  petitions,  or,  in  other 
words,  would  Congress  be  bound  to  receive  and  gravely 
consider  the  subject-matter  of  such  petitions?  Certainly 
not.  Again,  said  Mr.  G.,  suppose  they  were  to  petition 
Congress  to  alter  the  law  of  descents  in  Virginia— and 
they  have  the  same  constitutional  right  to  do  this  as  they 
have  to  petition  Congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  Virginia — 
W'ill  gentlemen  say  that  Congress  would  be  bound,  under 
the  constitution,  to  receive  and  gravely  consider  the 
«Mbject-matter  of  such  a  petition?    I  humbly  think  not. 


According  to  the  latitudinous  views  of  the  gentleiitt 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Cvshixo,]  the  good  peopled 
Massachusetts  have  the  constitutional  right  to  petitno 
about  every  thing  and  any  thing,  either  in  Europe,  An, 
Africa,  or  Americaf  even,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  this  Home 
should  hang  you,  for  some  of  what  ihey  osi^t  pleiie  lo 
call  your  religious,  or  political,  or  moral  nm;  and  tk 
the  constitution  imposes  upon  Congress  the  obFigition  to 
receive  and  gravely  to  consider  such  petition.  Wbnk 
is  seen  tliat  the -right  of  petition,  andtheobtigitknof 
receiving  and  considering  such  petitions  on  the  pirt  of 
Congress,  as  contended  for  by  the  gentleman  from  )l» 
sachusetts,  drives,  in  practice,  to  such  absurditiet,  Mr. 
O.  said  he  regarded  the  position  he  had  taken  prom  to 
be  true— that  the  constitution  intended  to  gire  protec- 
tion to  the  people  in  petitioning  for  a  redren  of  ihcr 
own  actual  grievances,  and  to  impose  uponCon^die 
duty  of  receiving  only  such  petitions  as  come  within  tie 
sphere  of  their  constitutional  power  of  redress.  Mr.  G- 
said  he  hazarded  but  little  in  saying,  if  this  case  cooU 
be  reversed,  and  the  people  of  Virginia  were  peiitioniii{ 
Congress  to  compel  the  State  of  MassacliUMtts  or »! 
other  non-slarehokling  SUte,  to  establish  sUrery.tlui 
every  northern  member  would  rise  in  bis  place  snd  pro- 
test against  the  reception  of  such  a  petition,  as  iinpcf>^ 
nent,  obtrusive,  and  without  the  lef  ishtire  jurisdiciHii 
of  Congress.     The  principle  is  precisely  the  same. 

Mr.  G.  said  if  he  had  succeeded  in  proving,  ube 
humbly  thought  he  had,  that  the  constitution  did  doIR- 
cure  to  the  people  of  Massachusetts,  or  sny  other  Sutf, 
the  right  to  petition  for  the  abolition  of  slarery  inU 
ginia,  or  for  any  interference  with  any  of  its  ackno*'- 
edged  domestic  rights,  or  impose  on  Congress  \w^] 
of  receiving  and  considering  such  petitions,  it  only  re- 
mained for  him  to  prove  that,  in  relation  to  the  doRKsw 
rights  of  the  people  of  the  District  of  Columbb,  tbfl 
were  as  independent  and  as  foreign  to  the  peopM 
Massachusetts  as  were  those  of  Virginia,  sod  that  tb^ 
had  no  more  right  of  interference  with  the  one  tlun  w 
other.  Mr.  G.  said  that  the  cession  of  the  Di^rjct  or 
Columbia  made  it  incompatible  with  the  successrul  ope 
rations  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  the  Just  protcc- 
tion  of  the  rights,  of  the  life,  liberty,  and  propertj,  w 
its  citizens,  that  the  States  of  Maryland  and  ViiT|^ 
should  retain  the  legislative  jurisdiction  over  the  ceow 
territory)  hence  it  was  committed  to  the  leTsJ*!"** ?\/ 
of  Congress.  But  it  never  entered  into  the  hrt<»J^ 
those  who  ceded,  nor  of  those  who  accepted  the  cessoo, 
that  the  people  of  the  ceded  territory,  by  the  cessw 
lost  the  protection  of  life,  liberty,  and  proP«rt^.KJ*r 
tied  to  the  people  of  the  several  States,  and  which  loq 
enioyed  prior  to  the  cession  <  and  that  each  vas  w 
subject  to  the  uncertainty  which  would  necesssniy  >|r 
out  of  the  conflicting  religious  and  political  notwi^^ 
discordant  interests  of  the  people  of  this  extended  ^ 
pire.  On  the  contrary,  all  supposed,  snd  none  c 
doubt,  that  they  were  left  by  the  cession  in  thei»JJ| 
state  of  security  which  they  enjoyed  V^^^^^^ 
cession,  and  that  they  had  exchanged  simply  the  wp% 
tive  jurisdiction  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  for  t» 
Congress.  He  said  that  the  article  of  the  constiiuu 
giving  to  Congress  "  exclusive  legislaUve  J"f'«J*"Jce 
was  adopted  before  the  cession  was  made,  and  n 
could  have  had  no  particular  reference  to  the  conw 
of  the  District  afterwards  ceded;  and  could  not,  in  , 
fore,  abridge  any  of  the  domestic  rights  of  the  peoP^ 
tiie  District,  as  they  existed  at  the  time  of  the  cf»jj^ 
But  the  cession  having  been  accepted  with  Jj**  Sy^^*, 
tee  of  the  right  of  property  to  the  people  of  the  i^» 
contained  in  the  constitution  and  acts  of  ^f^^ 
these  guarantees  afford  ample  protection,  *"°.'J|oi 
strictiona  upon  the  jurisdiction  of  Congress  •« '"jj 
Legislature  of  the  District.    Mr.  G.  said  that  the  p^ 
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>r  Musacbuaettii  had  no  more  connexion  or  concern 
with  Ihe  domestic  rif^hts  of  the  people  of  the  District 
Ihan  they  had  with  those  of  the  people  of  Virginia  or 
VlaryUnd,  and  that  any  attempt  at  interrerence  with 
hem  was  as  impertinent  and  obtrusive  as  interference 
vould  be  with  those  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  or  any 
>ther  independent  State.  Mr.  R.  said  he  contended 
bat  the  people  of  the  District,  in  relation  to  their  do- 
nestic  rights,  occupied  the  position  of  a  State,  and  were 
rntitled  to  have  their  t\^)\[m  respected  as  aiich,  and  pro- 
ected  from  interference  from  other  States  as  such. 

Mr.  G.  said,  having  thus  examined  the  principle  grow- 
ng  out  of  what  has  been  termed  the  constitutional  right 
»f  petition,  the  extent  of  the  obligation  of  Congress  to 
eceive,  and  established,  as  he  thought,  beyond  reason- 
Lble  doubt,  that  Congress  was  not  bound  la  receive 
letitions  from  people  who  did  not  seek  the  redress  of 
ome  public  or  private  grie\'ance  affecting  themselves, 
le  would  very  briefly  canvass  the  claim  of  the  petition 
WW  under  consideration  to  that  character.  He  said 
le  would  emphatically  ask,  what  was  the  grievance 
Ifecting  the  petitioners,  for  which  they  sought  redress, 
nd  in  aid  of  which  they  so  clamorously  invoked  the 
acred  right  of  petition  and  the  spirit  of  liberty?  Why, 
At.  Speaker,  (said  Mr.  G.,)  the  grievance  is,  that  the 
»eople  of  this  District,  some  hundred  miles  removed 
rom  the  petitioners,  hold  slaves,  (a  property  guarantied 
>y  the  constitution,)  and  they  modestly  ask  that  the 
>eople  of  the  District  may  be  deprived  of  their  property 
vithout  their  consent.  Surely,  (said  Mr.  G.,)  this  is  no 
grievance,  either  public  or  private,  to  the  petitioners, 
lut  what  is  the  grievance  complained  of  in  the  petition, 
ind  for  which  a  remedy  is  sought?  It  is,  sir,  that  the 
existence  of  slavery  is  incompatible  with  the  religious 
lotions  of  the  petitioners,  and  they  simply  ask  (a  very 
imall  matter,  certainly)  that  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  should  forcibly  wrest  from  a  portion  of  the  people 
heir  property,  for  the  y^ry  important  object  of  gratify* 
ng  the  religious  scruples  of  those  very  devoutly  reli- 
gious people;  Mr.  Speaker,  (said  Mr.  6.,)  this  is  as  bold 
ind  daring  an  attempt  as  was  ever  made  among  a  free 
leople,  to  compel,  by  force  of  law,  one  set  of  people 
o  conform  their  practices  and  their  consciences  to  the 
eligious  notions  of  another  set;  and  this,  sir,  is  the  whole 
grievance.  Sir,  once  commence  this  work,  and  by 
hen  you  have  legislated  conformably  to  the  peculiar 
lotions  of  all  our  religious  sectS4  there  will  be  little  of 
iberty  left  to  the  people.  You  will  have  established  a 
tomplete  clericaJ  despotism.  Mr.  Speaker,  (said  Mr. 
3.,)  the  very  clause  of  the  constitution  quoted  by  the 
lonorable  member  from  Massachusetts  contains  this 
raluable  provision:  *' Congress  shall  make  no  law  re- 
)ecting  an  establishment  of  religion."  If  this  provi- 
sion (said  Mr.  G. )  is  of  any  value  at  all,  it  secures  to 
;very  man  the  right  of  ma'uitaining  his  own  religious 
>pinions,  and  conforming  his  practices  to  them.  I  em- 
phatically ask  every  member  here^  ay«  every  American 
Treeman,  if  Congress  should  carry  out  the  prayer  of 
[hese  petitioners,  whether,  in  practice,  it  is  iH>t  directl> 
it  war  with  the  right  of  religious  freedom  guarantied 
>y  the  constitution  as  above  quoted'  Some  men  think, 
ind  pious  men,  too,  that  slavery  is  not  incompatible 
vith  the  strictest  notions  of  religion.  I  then  ask  (said 
klr.  G.)  if  they  are  to  he  forced  by  law  to  surrender 
heir  own  opinions,  and  be  compelled  to  conform  to 
hose  of  the  petitioners?  I  answer,  no.  You  cannot  so 
ar  violate  the  principles  of  the  constitution  securing 
eligious  freedom.  Mr.  G.  said  no  man  or  body  of 
nen  had  the  right,  nor  should  they  force  him  to  take 
heir  peculiar  notions  of  religion.  He  was  responsible 
o  none  but  his  Creator  for  his  religious  opinions  or 
noral  practices.  The  Creator-'  himself  had  given  a 
;ukle  by  which  all  were  to  be  directed}  it  was  a  wise 
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and  unerring  guide.  But  he  disclaimed,  for  himself  < 
and  his  constituents,  the  right  of  bigoted  and  despotic  , 
teachers  of  religion  to  gull  down  their  throats  their  \ 
notions  of  religion  or  any  thing  else.  They  are  as  frail 
and  as  fallible  as  himself,  and  he  did  not  choose  to  be 
compelled  to  follow  their  guidance  when  he  deemed , 
them  in  error. 

Mr.  G.  said  it  was  unreasonable  to  act  upon  such  pc-, 
titions  as  this,  because  the  petitioners  were  not  affected 
with  the  evils  or  reproaches  of  slavery.     They  lived 
under  laws  and  institutions  in  which  it  was  not  tolerated. 
Hence  they  have  no  (practical  grievance  to  redress.     I . 
protest,  Mr.  Speaker,  (said  Mr.  G.,)  that  the  people  of 
this  District,  who  complain  of  no  grievance,  who  have 
none  to  redress,  should  be  violently  deprived  of  their 
rights,  to  satisfy  the  religious  scruples  of  their  kind 
friends,  these  petitioners. 

Mr.  G.  said  that,  having  said  thus  much  upon  the 
constitutional  right  of  petition,  and  the  grievance  sought 
to  be  redressed  in  the  petition  now  under  consideration, 
he^would  say  a  few  words  as  to  an  exception  of  the  gen- 
eral obligation  of  Congress  to  receive  and  consider  pe- 
titions, if  in  every  other  respect  unexceptionable.  Mr. 
G.  said  this  was  an  exception  due  to  tlie  body  itself;  he 
alluded  to  the  right  of  this  body  to  require  that  every 
petition  presented  to  it  should  be  couched  in  decent  and 
respectful  language.  This  (said  Mr.  G.)  is  an  acknowl- 
edged right,  and  it  would  be  a  useless  consumption  of 
time  to  detain  the  House  with  any  arguments  as  to  its 
necessity  and  propriety.  Mr.  G.  asked  if  the  petition 
now  under  consideration  was  couched  in  such  decent 
and  respectful  language  as  to  address  itself  to  the  fa- 
yomble  consideration  of  the  House?  Sir,  (said  Mr.  G.,) 
in  this,  as  in  most  of  the  petitions  which  have  been  pre- 
sented, the  people  of  the  South  are  characterized  as  pi-, 
rates,  man-stealers,  merchants  in  human  flesh,  and  gross 
violators  of  the  laws  of  God  and  man.  Mr.  G.  said  that 
the  honorable  gentleman  who  had  just  taken  his  seat^ 
and  who  professed  to  be  opposed  to  the  aboIilionist8a» 
(no  doubt  sincerely,)  but  who  had  made  a  most  excel- 
lent abolition  speed),  complained  of  the  terms  of  op- 
probium  which  had  been  used  in  this  debate  towards 
the  northern  people,  insomuch  that  he  acknowledged 
his  zeal  against  abolitionism  much  abated.  Mr.  G, 
said  he  asked  that  gentleman  how  it  was  that'  he  could 
feel  so  sensibly  the  epithets  employed  against  the  abo- 
litionists, and  not  feel  the  severe  reflections  upon  the 
whole  southern  people  contained  in  these  petitions? 
Sir,  (said  Mr.  G.,)  are  these  terms  of  reproach,  such  as 
piracy,  man-stealing,  &c.,  so  miUl,  and  so  gentle,  as 
to  be  totally  innocent,  totally  inoffensive?  Surely  the 
gentleman  cannot  so  think. 

Mr.  G.  said  that  the  institution  of  Ma  very  existed  at  the 
time  of  the  formation  of  the  cooRtitution.  The  free  States^, 
so  called,  entered  into  the  comititutioual  compact  with 
the  full  knowledge  of  this  state  of  things  and  solemnly  en- 
gaged not  to  interfere  with  it.  The  South  has  faithfully 
and  devotedly  performed  its  constitutional  obligations  for 
upwards  of  fiAy  years.  Tlie  southern  representation 
have  the  same  claim  to  protection  from  insult  and  re- 
proach, when  they  come  here  to  legislste,  as  the  north- 
ern representation.  Is  it  to  be  patiently  borne,  then, 
Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  representation  of  the  South  are  to 
sit  here,  day  after  day,  and  hear  themselves  and  their 
constituents  reproached  as  pirates?  No,  sir;  it  is  more 
than  southern  feeling  and  southern  blood  can  bear.  It 
cannot,  it  will  not,  be  submitted  to.  It  had  been  said 
(said  Mr.  G.)  by  an  honorable  member  from  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr.  Adams,]  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to 
speak  of  the  subject  of  slavery  without  using  terms 
which  may  be  deemed  insulting  and  reproachful.  Then, 
Mr.  Speaker,  (said  Mr.  G.,)  why  speak  of  it  here  at  aU? 
It  is  no  reason  why  the  South  should  aubmit  to  insult. 
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because  gentlemen  my  they  cannot  present  the  subject 
to  the  connderation  of  Congress  without  using  terms  of 
an  insulting  character.  Sir,  these  petitioners  have  no 
right  to  interfere,  nor  has  Congress  the  right  to  inter- 
fere, with  this  subjecti  and  these  petitioners  have  only 
to  abstain  from  an  unwarrantable  interference  with  the 
rights  of  others,  to  avoid  insulting  and  reproaching  the 
whole  southern  people.  Mr.  G.  said  he  could  readily 
perceive  why  gentlemen  did  not  feel  the  force  of  these 
terms  off  reproach  applied  to  the  South,  and  appreciate 
their  insulting  character.  It  was  because  they  them- 
selves were  not  the  subjects  of  these  epithets.  They 
were  not  addressed  to  them,  and  their  resentment  was 
not,  therefore,  excited.  But  («aid  Mr.  G.)  he  was  well 
satisfied  that  if  any  portion  of  the  southern  people  were 
to  present  petitions  designating  the  whole  people  of  the 
North  as  tones,  or  applying  to  them  some  other  harsh  and 
libellous  epithet,  the  northern  members  would  readily 
/eel  the  insult,  and  refuse  to  receive  such  petitions.  The 
terms  of  reproach  employed  in  these  petitions  were  no 
less  insulting,  snd  deserved  at  the  hands  of  the  South 
the  utmost  indignation. 

But  (said  Mr.  G.)  he  was  much  astonished  to  hear 
from  two  gentlemen  of  such  intelligence  as  the  gentle- 
men from  Massachusetts,  [Messrs.  Aoaxs  and  CvsHiiie,] 
any  argument  drawn  in  favor  of  the  reception  of  this  snd 
other  like  petitions,  because  they  prayed  for  the  aboli- 
tion not  only  of  slavery,  but  of  the  slave  trade,  as  they 
are  pleased  to  call  it,  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Upon 
what  principle  it  is  (said  Mr.  G.)  that  the  African  slave 
trade  can  be  assimilated  to  individual  sales  and  purchases 
of  slaves  in  the  same  State  where  slavery  exists,  he  said 
he  was  utterly  at  a  loai  to  conceive.  Surely  the  gentle- 
men were  too  learned  not  to  know  that  the  right  to  hold 
a  slave  as  property  involved  necessarily  the  right  to 
alien.    It  was  a  necessary  and  inseparable  consequence. 

Mr.  G.  said  the  sales  called  the  slave  trade  by  these 
holy  petitioners  were  off\ener  the  result  of  necessity 
than  of  choice.  They  were  sometimes  made  to  satisfy 
debts,  sonnetimes  to  divide  dead  men's  estates,  some- 
times from  one  cause  and  sometimes  another;  in  no 
case,  however,  changing  the  condition  of  the  slave,  ex- 
cept so  far  as  in  the  character  of  their  masters;  and  if 
•ometimea  mother  and  children  are  aeparated,  it  is  only 
that  which  frequently  happens  with  the  master  and 
his  family.  Every  dsy  events  are  transpiring  snd  scenes 
taking  plsce  which  are  deeply  afflicting  to  our  feelings, 
but  the^  are  the  results  of  human  frailty  and  human  im- 
perfection, and  cannot  be  avoided. 

Mr.  G.  said  another  strong,  and,  to  his  mind,  con- 
clusive argument,  that  the  mere  fact  of  presenting  a  pe- 
tition did  not  impose  the  obligation  of  receiving  it,  was 
the  very  propounding  of  the  question,  "  Shall  the  peti- 
tion be  received?"  It  implies  in  itself  the  power  not  to 
receive;  and  the  reason  of  the  rule  seems  clearly  to  be  that 
the  power  not  to  receive  had  reference  as  well  to  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  the  petition  as  to  the  language  in  which  it 
IS  couched.  But  it  is  asked,  how  is  the  House  to  get  in 
posaeuion  of  the  subject-matter  of  a  petition,  unless  It  be 
received  and  read?  Mr.  G.  said  the  answer  to  this  inquiry 
was  quite  easy.  Uy  a  rule  of  the  House,  every  member 
who  presents  a  petition  is  required  briefly  to  state  the 
■ubject-matter  of  it.  fn  this  way  the  House  becomes 
possessed  of  its  object,  and  may,  upon  ample  informa- 
tion, determine  upon  the  question  or  reception.  If  the 
petition  asks  Congress  to  ao  what  It  is  palpably  forbid- 
den by  the  constitution  to  do,  is  there  any  reason  why  it 
should  be  received?    Certainly  none. 

Mr.  G.  said  that  the  precedent  relied  upon  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Cushino,]  of  the 
reception  and  rejection  of  the  petition  of  the  Society  of 
Friends  in  1791,  did  not  apply.  Mr.  G.  said  that  the 
material  object  of  that  petition  was  the  regulation  and 


ultimate  abolition  of  the  African  »lHve  trade.  Thisni 
a  subject,  in  part  at  least,  which  belonged  to  the  eoi- 
stitutional  authority  of  Congress.  The  right  to  rrgubte 
the  African  slave  trade  was,  in  effect,  the  T\%hi  to  refo- 
late  commerce,  which  properly  belongrdtolhefxchim 
jurisdiction  of  Congress.  Hence  the  proprirty  of  tk 
reception  of  that  memorial,  sUhoitgli  it  wsssubarqeenfl; 
and  properly  rejected.  But  that  case  does  not  apply  lo 
this  petition.  This  petition  asks  Congress  to  do  vbt  i 
has  no  power  to  do. 

BIr.  O.  said  he  begged  the  indnlgence  of  the  Hoax 
for  a  few  moments,  while  he  briefly  recurred  totheqws- 
tion  of  the  constitutional  power  of  Congren  totboibk 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  He  said  there  w 
only  one  article  of  the  constitution  upon  tbewb)ect,ud 
that  is  as  follows: 

**  To  exercise  exclusive  legislation  in  all  caies  vbt- 
Boever  over  such  district  (not  exceeding  ten  vSa 
square)  as  may,  by  ceasion  of  particular  SisteiiiiKlibe 
acceptance  of  Congress,  become  the  seat  of  the  Gortn- 
ment  of  the  United  States,"  fcc. 

It  will  be  perceived  (said  Mr.  G.)  thst  this  c1m«bi 
part  of  the  original  draught  of  the  constitution,  switM 
it  was  adopted  before  the  cession  of  the  District  oTCo- 
lumbia,  but  expressly  in  anticipation  of  such  in  emt 
Of  course,  as  I  before  remarked,  this  constitutienti  pr^ 
vision  could  not  have  been  intended  to  •PP^^^'Jjf 
question  of  slavery,  or  to  grant  any  power  orer  IS  w « 
was  not  certainly  known  that  the  anticipsted  «»« 
would  be  made  by  Virginia  and  Maryland,  or  inj  (KMf 
slaveholdingSUte.  Norcould  this  dsuseiecaretheeO' 
sion  from  such  restrictions  as  the  State  or  Slstei  wgs 
think  proper  to  impose  for  the  protection,  in  reww 
to  their  persons  or  property,  of  the  citiieiw  intawwr 
the  territory  which  should  be  ceded.  By  ^^^^ 
tion  (said  Mr.  G.)  all  power  over  sUtvery  is  tskejws 

the  Federal  Government,  and  they  cannot  •boMJ" 
without  an  express  delegatioB  of  power  to  do  to.  Jf 
has  not  been  given,  even  as  regards  the  District  of  ^ 

lambii.  ,   ^-kk 

But  (said  Mr.  G.)  it  haa  been  contended,  iwiw" 
much  plauaibility  too,  that  the  article  of  the  ^^ 
conferring  on  Congress  the  power  of  "exchisreKp 
lation"  embraces  this  subject,  because,  hy  cosww 
exclusive  legislation,  gentlemen  contend  thst  uDbii»»> 
and  unrestricted  legislation  waa  meant.  . 

Mr.  G.  denied  the  legitimacy  of  this  coadosww- 
tirely.  He  sakl  the  article  itself  contemplsted  i  (^ 
from  a  SUte  or  SUtes,  and  the  word  "«*«"*'''^T 
used,  meant  the  power  of  legislation,  «c'?*'**Jl 
legislative  power  of  the  State  or  8*«^  ■^'"^jjlii,! 
sion,   or  of  anv  other  State.      Bxchisire  J«""j«rf 


(said  Mr.  G.)  'simply  means  a  junsdiction  eicloj« 
every  other  jurisdiction;  that  it  slall  not  be  cono^ 
with  any  other  jurisdiction.  But  the  article  m  q^ 
was  never  intended  to  convey  the  idea  of  an  uniw 
ed  and  unlimited  power  of  legisUtion.  T^"*^, 'f,^ 
G.  ssid,  he  regsrded  as  conclusive,  iwlepcnde«^^^ 
restrictive  clauaes  of  tlie  cession  acts  of  '"'^.i^^f^ 
Virginis.  The  power,  then,  of  Congress  owj »"  ^ ,, 
ject  having  been,  without  exception,  '^'"S-rtitnt^ 
the  whole  aubjeet  of  slavery,  the  people  o>  "^^  j^.  „. 
ofColuihbiaare  aa  clearly  within  tbereuoRO' < 
striction  as  they  arc  entiiled  ta  Its  benefit  •»  ^  . 
with  all  the  people  of  the  slavehoMing  States  V^ 
aaid,  take  from  the  people  of  the  District  tn«  P[r^ 
of  the  eonatituticna  and  laws  of  the  Stst«  ^r^^^ 
it,  tske  from  them  the  restrictions  impowo.^.  ^ 
stitution  of  the  United  States  on  federal  l<^f  J|^pi^ 
you  at  once  determine  that  the  Government  or  ^ 
triet  ia  an  absolute  despotism.  Tbe  P^P^- '^tn»>^ 
representation,  and  will  have  no  xcuntf  »K^«^^ 
ny  ami  oppression,  save  in  the  discrciionoi  ^^h 
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a  Btftte  of  things  opposed  to  the  itenius  of  our  inetitu* 
tioni,  and  en  inequelity  which  ought  not  to  be  tolerated. 

Iff  then,  (said  Mr.  G.,)  this  power  cannot  be  deriYed 
from  the  constitution,  is  it  derivable  from  the  cession 
acts  of  Virginia  and  Maryland?  Certainly  not  in  terms. 
Nor  could  he  perceive  a  single  word  or  sentence  in 
those  acts  from  which  such  a  power  is  lairly  inferrible; 
on  the  contrary,  the  acts  are  restrictiye,  snd  the  circum- 
stances in  which  Virginia  and  Msrj'land  were  placed, 
being  large  slarehotding  8tate%  conclusively  prove  that 
they  did  not  intend,  by  these  acti,  to  confer  this  power; 
they  could  not  have  so  much  disregarded  their  own  se- 
curity as  to  have  done  so.  From  whrnce,  then,  is  this 
power  to  be  derived?  Nowhere,  siri  nowhere.  But 
this  is  not  all.  These  cessions  were  made  by  tlie  ordi- 
nary L^islatures  of  Virginia  and  Maryhind,  and  they 
could  not  grant  any  further  powers  over  the  people 
of  the  District  than  they  possessed  themselves;  they 
Bould  not  dtsfranchise  this  portion  of  their  citisens,  and 
ransfer  them,  bound  hand  and  foot  with  unmitigated 
shains  of  despotism,  to  any  Power  whatever.  It  will  be 
idmitted  that  they  could  not.  I  then  ask,  had  the  ordi- 
lary  Legislature  of  Virginia,  which  made  this  cession, 
the  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  Virginia?  I  say  no,  it 
lad  not.  It  mav  be  asked,  where  is  the  restriction?  I 
inswer,  in  the  bill  of  rights  of  the  people  of  Virginis, 
vhich  restricts  and  controls  the  powers  of  the  Lf  gisla- 
ure,  and  in  her  constitution. 

Can  it  be  for  a  moment  seriously  contended  (xaid  Mr. 
5.)  that  though  the  Government  of  Virginia  cannot  take 
Torn  its  citizens  any  portion  of  their  property,  except 
'or  public  use,  and  not  then  without  sdequate  compen- 
lation,  yet  they  have  the  right  to  confiscate  or  abolish 
>roperty?  The  ides,  to  roe,  (said  Mr.  G  ,)  is  prepos- 
erous.  Slaves  were  held  as  property  in  Virginia  when 
;he  bill  of  rights  and  the  constitution  were  both  adopt- 
ed, and  were  the  subjects,  in  part,  to  which  the  pro- 
:eetive  principles  of  these  instruments  hsd  reference. 
3ut  now  (said  Mr.  O.)  it  is  gravely  contended  that,  in- 
itead  of  protection  and  securitv  to  property,  these  in- 
itruments  admit  the  unqualified  power  of  its  desi rue- 
ion.  This,  sir,  cannot  be  so;  it  is  too  absurd  for  scri- 
ms refutation.  I  do  not  deny  (said  Mr.  G.)  that  the 
>eople,  by  a  primary  act  of  sovereignty,  may  confer 
m  their  ordinary  Legislature  the  power  of  abolishing 
ilavery  in  the  State;  I  only  deny  that  the  Legislature  is 
low  clothed  with  that  power.  With  these  remarks,  re- 
erring  to  what  I  said  on  a  former  occasion,  and  to  the 
ibie  and  unanswerable  arguments  of  one  of  the  Sens- 
ors of  my  State  in  the  other  House,  I  forbear  any  fur- 
her  remark  upon  this  branch  of  the  subject. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (said 
ilr.  G.)  has  intimated*-not  intimated,  sir,  but  directly 
teclared — ^that  he  and  these  petitioners  will  regard  the 
efusal  of  this  House  to  receive  this  petition,  and  others 
»f  like  character,  as  a  violation  of  their  rights,  and  de- 
tructive  of  their  liberties^ss  anti-rrpublican.  Sir, 
said  Hr.  G.,)  if  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people 
)f  Blassachusetts  depend  upon  their  right  to  hsve  peti- 
ions  received  and  considered  by  this  House,  officiously 
ecking  to  subvert  the  rights  snd  liberties  of  the  South, 
»y  destroying  their  property,  and  exciting,  by  their  in- 
endiary  petitions,  southern  slaves  to  insurrection  and 
ebellion,  then,  indeed,  sir,  o«ight  their  liberties  to  be 
ndangrred.  The  liberty  of  violent  interference  with 
he  rights  of  others,  secured  by  the  constitution  and 
Kws,  if  they  be  so,  ought  not  only  to  be  sbridged,  but 
ntirely  ersdicated,  as  dangerous  in  the  extreme.  Buti 
if,  the  gentleman  must  excuse  us  when  we  refuse  to 
ecagnise  in  them  a  right  which  is  actually  subversive 
not  in  theory,  but  in  practice)  of  our  own  liberties,  de- 
tructive  of  our  property  and  our  lives. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  would  ask^  however,  what  liberty  has 


been  invaded,  what  right  of  these  petitioners  bss  been 
violated'  The  ri^ht  of  petition?  They  have  assembled 
and  petitioned  without  interruption.  The  freedom  of 
the  press?  They  have  presses  in  full  operation.  The 
freedom  of  debate?  God  knows  they  have  debated 
here  and  elsewhere  with  perfect  freedom.  The  next 
thing  will  be,  we  must  abolish  slavery*  or  the  liberties 
of  the  northern  people  will  be  endangered.  Mr. 
Speaker,  (said  Mr.  G.,)  I  indulge  the  hope  that  the 
gentlenian  himself,  and  his  constituents,  will  think  better 
upon  this  subject,  and  come  to  more  rational  conclusions 
about  liberty. 

It  has  been  said  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Cushiso,]  said  Mr.  G.,  that  the  re- 
fusal of  this  House  to  receive  these  petitions  would  rive 
force  snd  eifieiency  to  the  efTorU  of  the  abolitionists, 
and  greatly  increase  their  strength.  I  hope  not,  (said 
Mr.  G.)  But  if  it  were  so,  he  hsd  only  one  thing  to 
ssy,  and  that  was,  that  he  who  for  such  insufficient 
cause  would  become  an  abolitioniat,  is  sn  abolitionist 
already  at  heart,  and  only  waits  a  plausible  pretext  to 
throw  off  his  guise  snd  enter  upon  his  work. 

Mr.  G.  said  that  there  were  many  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman whk:h  he  forbore  to  reply  to,  altliouf^h  suscep- 
tible of  a  very  ready  answer,  but  would  bring  his  re- 
marks to  a  close.  He  said  that  be  himself  had  been  the 
object  of  some  peculiar  attentions  from  some  of  this 
gentle  and  benevolent  tribe  of  abolitionists.  They  had 
transmitted  to  him  msny  papers,  psmphlets,  snd  a  little 
poetry,  no  doubt  with  a  view  to  insult  him;  but  he  said 
be  regarded  them,  or  whatever  they  might  sa^  or  do^ 
with  as  little  concern  as  he  did  the  dust  under  his  feet. 

Mr.  G.  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
Iwd  truly  said  that  the  agitation  of  this  subject  hsd  cre- 
ated a  degree  of  excitement  which  endangered  the 
Union  itself.     Whv,  then,  do  gentlemen,  holding  th'ia 
opinion,  if  they  value  the  Union  as  they  oup^ht  to  do, 
and  would  cherisli  free  institutions,  sgitate  this  subject' 
Why  do  thev  not  throw  themselves  into  the  breach,  and 
save  this  holy  ark — tbia  ark  of  ssfety  and  of  freedom* 
this  Ust  hope  of  liberty  in  the  world — from  the  destroy- 
er's hand?    I  leave  them  to  make  the  answer  to  their 
consciences  snd  their  country.     One  thing  I  will  say — 
not  to  the  northern  people,  (for  in  them  1  have  an  abi- 
ding confidence— I  yet  believe  that,  by  legal  means,  and 
the  force  of  public  opinion,  they  will  frown  these  dis- 
turbers of  our  peace  into  the  insignificance  and  con- 
tempt which  they  merit,)  but  to  the  abolitionists.    I  do 
not  believe  their  leaders  have  any  concern  about  eman- 
cipation, but  that  their  main  object  is  to  get  up  and 
keep  up  this  excitement,  for  selfish  purposes.    Msny  of 
them  are  clergymen,  and  want  agencies  and  missions,  st 
forty  or  fifty  dollars  a  month;  aome  are  editors,  and  wish 
to  secure  profitable  patronage  for  magazines,  newspa- 
pers, and  pamphlets.    The  others  are  the  deluded  vic- 
tims of  the  treachery  of  these  leaders.     But  they  may 
rest  assured  that,  without  force,  ^hey  can  never  effect 
their  object.    Whenever  they  shall  resort  to  force,  they 
may  be  assured  that  every  field  over  which  they  nnarch 
will  bleach  with  their  bones*  and  every  rivulet  be  crim- 
soned with  their  blood. 

Mr.  Gaslahd  then  moved  to  lay  the  preliminary 
motion  of  reception  on  the  table. 

Before  the  question  was  taken,  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
HAMMOND,  who  expressed  a  wish  to  address  the 
House  on  the  subject,  Mr.  G.  withdrew  it;  and,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  HAMMOND, 
The  House,  at  half  past  4,  P.  M.»  adjourned. 

TussDiT,  Javuabt  36. 
APPROPRIATION  BILLS. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginis,  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs*  reported  the  following  resolution: 
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Resolved,  That  from  tnd  tfter  Tuesdty,  the  2d  dty  oF 
February^  the  several  bills  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government,  the  naval  and  military  ser- 
vice, fortifications,  and  the  Indian  department,  at  the 
liour  of  one  o'clock  each  day,  except  on  Fridays  and 
Saturdays^  shall  take  precedence  in  the  order  of  business, 
and  shall  be  considered  until  the  same  shall  have  passed 
the  House. 

Mr.  HARDIN  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  He  said  it  had 
been  the  habit  of  standing  committees  to  report  resolu- 
tions in  violation  of  what  he  conceived  to  be  the  spirit 
and  intention  of  the  rules.  The  present  proposition 
could  with  as  much  propriety  have  been  submitted  by 
the  Committee  on  Claims,  over  which  his  honorable 
friend  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  WHiTTtasitT,]  presided  with  sa 
much  ability  and  renown;  and  with  equal  propriety 
could  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  report 
a  bill  sealing  the  boundary  between  Ohio  and  Michigan. 
The  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  had  undertaken  to 
regulate  the  business  of  the  House,  and  he  hoped  the 
question  would  be  decided,  whether  this  innovation  upon 
the  rules  and  usages  of  the  body  was  to  be  tolerated.  He 
had  been  looking  for  such  a  resolution  for  a  week  past, 
and  he  was  not  surprised  when  it  was  presented. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  said  that  the  resolution  re- 
ported ffVom  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  did  pro- 
pose to  change,  in  some  respects,  the  order  of  business 
in  the  House.  He  should  have  preferred  that  it  should 
be  decided  without  debate.  It  was  an  important  prop* 
osition,  and  its  purpose  and  object  was  to  put  it  in  the 
power  of  the  House  to  act  promptly  upon  the  bills  pro- 
viding supplies  for  the  support  of  Government,  and 
for  the  military  and  naval  service.  While  he  did  not 
desire  to  avoid  debate,  it  must  be  obvious  that,  on  this 
proposition,  beneficial  discussion  could  hardly  be  anti- 
cipated. 

He  did  not  understand  the  precise  form  of  objection 
which  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  made  to  the  resolu- 
tion. Does  he  intend  to  dispute  the  authority  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  to  report  sech  a  proposi- 
tion? Mr.  M.  would  remind  the  House  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  in  his  message  of  the  18th  of 
January,  had  used  the  following  language: 

**  The  return  of  our  charge  d'affHires  is  attended  with 
public  notices  of  naval  preparations,  on  the  part  of 
France,  destined  for  our  sea.  Of  the  cause  and  intent 
of  these  armaments  I  have  no  authentic  information,  nor 
any  other  means  of  judging  except  such  as  are  common  to 
yourselves  and  to  the  public^  but,  whatever  may  be  their 
object,  we  are  not  at  liberty  to  regard  them  as  uncon- 
nected with  the  measures  which  hostile  movements  on 
the  part  of  France  may  compel  us  to  punue.  They  at 
least  deserve  to  be  met  by  aaequate  preparation  on  our 
part;  I  therefore  strongly  urge  large  and  speedy  ap- 
propriations for  the  increase  of  our  navy  and  completion 
of  our  coast  defences.'* 

This  message  was  referred  by  the  House  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs.  Its  recommendations,  thus 
referred  for  examination,  rendered  it  the  imperious  duty 
of  the  committee  to  report  the  resolution  that  the  House 
should  day  after  day  consider  the  billii  of  appropriation, 
ordinary  and  extraordinary,  and  make  the  provision  for 
public  defence  called  for  by  the  exigencies  of  the  coun- 
try. The  committee,  acting  under  the  most  solemn 
sanction,  had  executed  the  Instnictions  of  the  House, 
and  he  could  not  believe  that  the  objection  taken  would 
be  sustained.  The  usage  of  the  House  justified  the 
resolution;  and,  if  ever  there  was  a  ^e  when  such  a 
standing  order  was  required  by  the  publlc'lfiterests,  Mr. 
M.  thought  all  would  agree  that  it  was  calleil  for  now. 
Mr.  HARDIN  reduced  his  point  of  order  to  writing; 
which  was,  in  subitancr,  that  the  resolution  was  not 
within  the  line  of  duty  or  jurisdiction  of  the  Committee 


on  Foreign  AfTkirs,  but  belonged  to  the  select  cosmit- 
tee  on  the  rules. 

The  CHAIR  decided  the  resolution  to  be  in  order-, 
but  that  It  must  receire  the  vote  of  two  tbirditDpai'it, 
inasmuch  as  It  proposed  to  give  precedence  to  etrliii 
business. 

Mr.  BELL  said  that  the  Chair  having  decided  tint  it 
was  for  the  House  to  determine  whether  the  resohitiM 
was  in  order  or  not,  he  supposed  no  member  woaklt|)- 
peal  from  the  decision,  and  he  would  therefore  procnd 
to  discuss  the  expediency  of  adopting  it.  As  to  the  (^ 
tion  of  order,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  it  is  clear  that  the  Cooaii 
tee  on  Foreign  Relations  has  no  more  right  to  report  v 
offer  such  a  resolution  at  this  time  than  any  indifido! 
member  of  the  House,  or  any  other  stantlinjorMyK- 
lect  committee  of  the  House.  If  any  eonmittre  htd  sodi 
a  right  under  the  rules  and  practiee  of  the  House,  it 
would  be  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.    Snchu 
order  as  that  embraced  in  the  present  resolution  lis) 
been  resorted  to  heretofore,  in  relation  to  particuhrwd 
separate  bills,  on  subjects  before  the  Houie,  boiithi' 
always,  so  far  as  his  knowledge  extended,  befn  ^ 
under  such  circumstances  as  to  command  the  g«KW 
assent  of  the  House,  and  then  it  might  be  more  propeflr 
said  to  be  conceded  from  courtesy,  and  a  P^^**'.  ?** 
of  the  propriety  of  such  a  coarse,  than  from  snyiw" 
authority  or  power  in  the  committee.    The  depw* 
question  had  oeen  given  precedence  in  this  rosnn*ro«'f 
all  other  business.  But  the  proposition  before  the  Ha* 
is  not  only  to  set  spart  the  whole  time  of  that  Hoo«« 
the  consideration  of  a  particular  bill  or  mesfurf,  norte 
bills  of  the  same  nature  In  all  respects,  but  to  all  tbe  im- 
propriation bills  Including  the  bill  for  the  «pport<« 
the  Indian  department.     That  is  a  bill  which  the  Cob- 
mittee  on  Indian  Affairs  may  and  will  chum  the  ngtittf 
examining  before  it  ahall  pass  this  Houie,  it  leiss 
much  of  it  as  shall  propose  the  appropriation  of  «w^ 
not  specifically  authorized  by  existing  laws.    Aitoi» 
army  and  navy  bills,  there  may  be  some  semblince^ 
right  in  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  to  ur^«|J* 
consideration,  since  that  committee  may  be  pre»»wf 
have  Bome  more  knowledge  of  the  state  of  our  W 
relations  than  the  other  committees  of  the  House;  *^ 
may  thus  see  more  clearly  than  othew  the  P^PP"'-' 
proceeding  without  delay  to  their  eonsidention.  »» 
whr  include  all  the  appropriation  bills'    ^^y^Vl 
House  to  come  to  a  determination  to  tskeup,w"J' 
army,  not  the  navy  bill,  nor  both  together,  bttt »« 
What  must  be  the  consequence  of  this  course  <JP 
ceeding,  if  it  shall  be  adopted  by  the  House?  KP^ 
poses  the  exclusive  attention  of  the  House  todryinfl»» 
very  interesting  detail— to  figures  and  calcuUfoj*-''^ 
months  and  months  together.    No  measure  of  *  "7,^^ 
other  nature,  however  interesting  to  large  teciiom^ 
Union  it  may  be,  will  be  suffered  to  be  ttken  up.  »^ 
known  that  there  are  many  measures  of  *•*'•  Jt"^. 
fore  the  House,  and  that  a  large  proportion  o' •"* ""Jj 
hers  feel  a  deep  interest  In  Uking  them  up;  but" 
not  be  in  their  power  to  do  so,  until  all  the  sppropwjj"^ 
bills  are  voted.    The  consequence  will  be,  *°^'?^ 
feeling  of  restlessness  in  the  House,  to  wear  ou  «|  r 
tience,  to  cut  off  and  suppress  discussion  and  i"'*?,.*^,,^ 
into  the  various  items  in  the  appropristiun  w»^ 
finally  to  force  them  down,  without  a  proper  ^^\^ 
into  their  correctness.    The  previous  question       , 
the  instniment  by  which  those  bills  arc  *o  ?*  '  ^^ 
through  en  mane.    It  is  an  unususl  and  ""P*"*'"^ 
mode  of  proceeding.     The  substance  of  ***' PJJJJ^x', 
is  to  take  up  all  the  appropriation  bills  on  "^'"^^ 
and  to  admit  no  other  business  to  interfere  until  wc»s' 
to  all  of  them.    This  is  whst  is  asked.  ^ 

Tlic  gentleman  from  Virginui  (Mr.  Maws]  ^^ 
rather  artfully,  though,  doubtless,  without  mlenai"!. 
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irtifice,  a  pasMge  from  the  late  special  menage  of  the 
'resident,   in  which  large  and  immediate  appropria- 
ions  are  recommended,  in  order  to  show  this  House, 
lot  what  the  President  requires  it  to  do-H>h,  no^hut 
vhat  the  country  expects  from  it.    We  all  know,  and 
eel,  that  the  recommendation  of  the  President  is  a  pow- 
rrful  argument  in  this  House  st  this  timet  hut.  sir,  is  it 
air  to  be  always  holding  up  such  argument  to  influence 
tie  action  of  this  House?    I  will  not  say  that  it  is  unfair; 
»ut  why  have  we  such  things  eternally  pressed  upon  us? 
f  there  is  a  real  necessity  for  immediate  action  upon 
hose  bills,  from  what  cause  has  proceeded  the  delays 
rhich  hare  already  taken  place?    Why  bring  forward 
his  measure  to-day  f    Where  has  slept  the  recommends- 
ion  of  the  special  message  until  now?    What  has  called 
he  attention  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  to 
his  subject  particularly  at  this  ttme^    The  chairman  of 
he  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  got  it  into  his 
lead,  some  two  weeks  ago,  that  it  was  important  to  take 
ip  the  appropriation  bills.     He  was  at  that  time  so  anx- 
ous  and  impatient  to  get  at  them  that  he  could  not 
ipare  a  few  hours  ur  a  day  for  the  discussion  and  amend- 
nent  of  tlie  rules  of  the  House;  though,  for  want  of  such 
tmendment,  we  have  already  lost  a  full  month  of  the 
ime  of  this  House  during  the  present  session;  but  be- 
fore we  had  prepared  the  rules  and  orders  of  our  pro- 
:eeding8 — before  we  had  got  ready  the  machinery,  the 
tools,  by  which  we  were  to  work — he  called  upon  the 
House  to  proceed  to  the  appropriation  bills.     Well,  sir, 
what  happened  then?    Some  discussion  arising  upon  the 
Brst  bill  which  was  taken  up,  it  was  laid  aside,  and  the 
navy  bill  was  brouglu  up  for  consideration.    That  was 
considered  one  day,  and  the  next  it  was  slipped  away 
from  us— no,  sir,  1  will  not  say  slipped  away,  tor  I  mean 
nothing  disrespectful—but,  sir,  the  navy  bill  was  in  turn 
laid  down  unfinished;  and,  on  the  motion  of  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Wsys  and  Means,  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  New  York  sufferers  by  fire  was  taken  up,  and 
afler  speaking  some  days  upon  this  bill,  it  was  laid  aside, 
according  to  the  practice  of  the  House;  for  this,  sir,  is 
now  our  practice*    There  is  no  remedy  under  the  pres- 
ent rules  and  order  of  our  proceedings.  Every  one  must 
see  and  feel  that  every  decision  that  is  made  by  the 
Chair,  or  by  the  House,  upon  the  rules,  only  makes 
"  confusion  worse  confounded."    I  know,  sir,  the  em- 
barrassment produced  by  this  state  of  things.    I  know, 
sir,  that  an  honest  man  in  that  Chair  must  feel  greatly 
embarrassed  by  the  present  state  of  the  rules  of  the 
House.    If  he  is  partial,  or  prejudiced,  or' desires  to  fa- 
vor one  side  or  the  other  in  the  House,  he  has>it  com- 
pletely in  his  power  to  do  so;  he  has  the  command  of  the 
business  of  this  House.   Sir,  I  do  not  doubt  that  you  feel 
this  embarrassment. 

But  to  return  to  the  subject.  AAer  the  New  York 
relief  bill  had  taken  its  turn,  and  been  discussed  a  day 
or  two,  what  did  we  next  see  in  this  House?  What  did 
we  see  on  Friday  morning  last?  Why,  sir,  on  that 
roorning,  without  waiting  to  receive  reports  from  the 
standing  committees  of  the  House— a  most  necesssry 
course  of  proceeding — the  House,  by  an  overwhelming 
vote,  set  aside  all  the  rules  of  the  House,  put  aside  not 
only  the  private  bills  for  that  day  and  the  next,  but  for 
each  succeeding  day,  and  all  this  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  up  for  consideration  and  discussion  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams,] 
the  strongest  party  movement  I  have  ever  seen  in  the 
course  of  eight  years,  during  which  1  have  had  the  honor 
of  a  seat  in  this  House,  made  by  any  member  of  the 
House.  Where,  then,  sir,  was  the  special  message,  and 
the  recommendation  of  immediate  and  large  appropria- 
tions by  the  President?  This  resolution,  from  its  nature 
and  necessary  connexions,  must  call  for  the  discussion 
of  every  party  question  or  topic  which  agitated  the 


country  during  the  last  summer  and  fall.    Every  gentle- 
msn  who  voted  to  consider  that  resolution  must  have 
seen  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Abams] 
would  not  be  allowed  to  make  a  speech  upon  the  subject 
of  it  without  a  reply.     We  all  know  that  great  political 
consequences  are  expected  to  grow  out  of  the  subject  of 
this  resolution,  by  those  who  manage  the  interests  of 
party  out  of  this  House.    We  know  whst  use  has  already 
been  made  of  this  question  in  the  country  and  before  the 
people.    We  know  where  and  upon  whom  it  has  been 
attempted  to  fix  responsibility  for  the  failure  of  the  three 
million  appropriation,  for  political  effect.    Sir,  could 
less  than  a  month's  discussion  be  expected  to  arise  upon 
this  resolution?    Now  that  the  subject  is  up,  and  has 
been  partially  discussed,  can  gentlemen  mean  by  this 
movement  to  suppress  further  discussion?    Would  such 
a  design  be  consistent  with  a  reasonable  liberty  of  speech 
in  this  House?    Well,  sir,   who  are  they  who  have 
brought  this  measure  into  the  House?    It  required  a  « 
vote  of  two  thirds  of  the  House  to  get  the  subject  before 
it,  and  that  vote  was  given.    Look  at  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  you  will  discover  who  are  responsible  for  this  move- 
ment.    Sir,  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts is  now  the  business  properly  in  order.   It  was 
also  the  business  in  order  on  Monday.     Even  petitions 
could  not  be  regulsriy  admitted  until  this  resolution  was 
disposed  of.    Sir,  under  such  circumstances,  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Virginis,  [Mr.  Mabok,]  afid 
his  movement  In  favor  of  immediate  and  large  appropri- 
ations, strike  me  with  some  surprise.  If  there  is  nothing 
new,  if  there  is  no  very  recent  news  from  abroad,  how 
is  it  this  proposition  is  made  now  and  urg^d  upon  the 
House?    It  will  soon  be  three  years  since  the  French 
Chamber  of  Deputies  rejected  the  treaty,  or  refused  to 
make  the  appropriation  necessary  to  carry  it  into  effect. 
It  is  said  that  the  country  is  in  a  defenceless  condition 
now;  so  it  has  been  for  the  last  three  years,  and  no  steps 
have  been  taken  to  put  it  into  better  condition.     No 
steps  were  taken  or  recommended  at  the  commencement 
of  the  session.    The  navy  bill,  when  once  taken  up,  was 
laid  aside.     How  happens  it  that  there  is  so  great  an 
alarm  just  at  this  moment?    Has  a  war  panic  come  upon 
us  so  .suddenly?  Must  we  vote  all  the  appnmrtation  bills 
without  further  delay?    Are  gentlemen  afraid  that,  if 
these  bills  are  suspended  until  the  15th  of  February, 
some  other  information  may  be  received  from  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  which  may  satisfy  us  that  extensive 
preparations  for  war  are  not  necessary?    Do  gentlemen 
mean  to  get  up  all  the  appropriations,  and  force  them 
through  this  House,  under  a  war  panic,  and  to  throw 
them  before  the  Senate,  that  that  body  may,  in  turn,  be 
forced  to  vote  every  dollar  in  the  Treasury  before  it  is 
certainly  known  that  any  extraordinsry  preparations  for 
defence  will  be  necessary,  or  to  incur  odium  with  the 
country  of  rejecting  necessary  appropriations?    Is  the 
Treasury  to  be  depleted  at  all  events,  war  or  no  war? 
Must  the  whole  revenue  be  expended?    Is  there  a  plan 
to  distribute  the  surplus  revenue,  under  the  pretext  of 
preparation  for  wsr,  without  waiting  to  know  that  the 
special  message,  if  not  the  first  messsge  of  the  President, 
may  not  produce  a  more  conciliator}'  feeling  on  the  part 
of  France?    I  do  not  charge  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginis, [Mr.  Masoit,]  or  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, with  any  of  these  designs.    I  have  no  ri^lit  to  do 
so;  but,  sir,  will  the  gentleman  explain  why  it  is  that  he 
proposes  that  all  the  appropriation  bills  shall  pass  im- 
meotately.    T  must  confess,  sir,  that,  under  the  circum- 
stances, although  I  do  not  charge  such  purposes  as  I 
have  alluded  to  as  the  motive  which  has  influenced  the 
committee,  yet,  sir,   unless  such  designs  are  at  the 
bottom  of  the  movement,  it  is  to  me  wholly  inexplicable. 
I  have  said  that  It  appeared  extraordinary  that  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  should  report  such  a 


2347 


GALES  &  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


H.  ov  R.] 


Moa  BUb, 


[iM.  %,  1836. 


resolution.  It  ii  entirely  contrary  to  all  the  rulei  and 
order  of  proceeding  heretofore  known  in  the  practice 
of  this  House.  But  as  I  find  myself  again  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  rules  of  the  House»  I  will  venture  to  allude 
to  another  abuse  which  exists  in  the  practice  of  the 
House.  I  am  aware,  sir,  to  what  misconstruction  every 
thing  I  say  upon  the  subject  of  the  rules  and  order  of 
proceeding  in  the  House  is  liable.  I  know  that  I  am  rep- 
resented by  some  to  be  actuated  by  very  improper 
feeling,  but  this  shall  not  restrain  roe  from  speakmg 
whenever  I  think  the  public  interest  requires  that  some 
one  should  speak.  The  abuse  to  which  I  allude,  and 
which  has  obtained  to  some  extent,  during  the  present 
session,  is  this:  honorable  chairmen  of  committees  often 
submit  a  resolution  or  other  proposition  to  the  members 
of  the  committee  separately  m  this  House,  sometimes  in 
ihese  chambers,  and  get  their  consent  to  report  it  to 
this  House.  This  is  unparliamentary,  and  a  great  abuse « 
it  prevents  all  investigation  and  consultation  in  commit- 
tee, and  leads  to  great  inconvenience  and  error  in  the 
action  of  the  House  itself.  Reports  so  made  are  not 
the  reports  of  a  committee,  and  ought  not  to  be  receiv- 
ed b  v  the  House. 

That  I  may  not  be  misunderstood  in  the  remarks  I 
have   made,  before  I  sit  down  I  wish  to  state  that  I 
stand  here  ready  to  vote  all  necessary  supplies  for  put- 
ting the  defences  of  the  country  upon  a  proper  footing, 
whenever  the  appropriation  bills  shall  be  brought  for- 
ward and  moved  in  this  House  sccording  to  the  regular 
ordinary  forms  of  proceeding.     I  will  vote,  sir,  all  the 
money  in  the  Treasury,  if  it  be  necessar)',  to  prepare 
for  war,  and  to  resist  the  attacks  not  only  of  France,  but 
of  all  Europe.     But  I  wish  to  see  upon  what  grounds 
extraordinary  appropriations  are  required.     Sir,  so  far 
as  appropriations  are  necessary  for  the  immediate  ser- 
vice of  the  navy  or  the  army,  so  far  as  the  finishing 
and  repairing  of  our  vessels  of  war,  and  for  our  fortifi- 
cations alreiuly  in  a  course  of  construction,  I  will  vote 
them  even  without  estimates,  and  upon  my  own  judg- 
ment, if  gentlemen  uppn  any  punctilio,  are  averse  to 
furnisliing  estimates  for  those  objects.     And  in  a  ques- 
tion of  this  kind  I  am  not  disposed  to  weigh  the^money 
I  would  appropriate,  in  golden  scales,  as  a  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr  Suthbbx.aiid]  insinuated,  in  re- 
ply to  my  remarks  upon  the  navy  bill  the  other  day. 
Nor,  sir,  would  I  be  anxious  to  bring  down  the  sums 
total  to  the  accurate  limit  of  a  few  dollurs  or  a  few  cents. 
1  would  take  care  that  the  amount  should  be  liberal,  and 
over  the  mark,  rather  than  under  it*     Whenever  it  be- 
comes necessary  to  pass  any  particular  bill  for  this  pur- 
pose, I  undertake  to  say  that  there  will  be  found  patri- 
otism enough  in  this  House — in  all  parts^in  every  party 
in  this  House,  to  take  it  up  and  vote  it  through.     Sir, 
there  will  always  be  found  patriotism  enou|^  in  the 
House  to  do  this,  without  the  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Masov.]    I  stand  pledged  to 
do  it,  whenever  gentlemen  shall  call  upon  us  to  act  in 
the  usual  mode  of  making  or  voting  appropriations. 
But  when  I  am  asked  to  vote  all  the  appropriation 
bills  en  tnaste — when  I  shall  be  called  upon  to  make  an 
appropriation  for  new  forts,  which  cannot  possibly  be 
made  effective  in  defending  tlie  country  In  any  war  in 
which  we  can  be  soon  engaged,  as  is  propcKKd;  when 
we  are  called  upon  to  lay  the  foundation  for  the  expen- 
diture of  at  least  fifty  millions  in  the  commencement  of 
new    fortifications  and  an   increased   military    peace 
establishment,    the    necessary    consequence    of  these 
new  works,  then  I  shall  meet  gentlemen,  panic  or  no 
panic,  war  or  no  war.    I  will  contest  every  inch  of 
ground  with  them  upon  these  questions.    But  why  have 
not  gentlemen  pressed  these  bills  sooner?    Why  did 
they  not  finish  those  bills  which  they  had  once  before 
the  House?    And  when  they  were  laid  aside  at  one 


time,  why  did  they  not  move  to  take  them  up  ipi^ 
upon  the  first  opportunity  which  presented  itftU?  TW 
course  taken  by  jpentlemen  certainly  requires  an  expW 
nation.  A  satisfactory  explanation  is  due  to  tb'a  Hoiis 
and  to  the  country  upon  this  point. 

As  to  the  war,  if  we  have  one,  I  shall  be  resdytoKp- 
port  it.  1  shall  not  stop  to  inquire  into  the  csuiesviid 
may  have  produced  it,  if  it  be  necesasry  to  tlie  bow 
and  dignity  of  the  country  that  we  should  wage  It.  I 
can  readily  imagine  that  nations,  as  well  ss  indiridoaK 
may,  by  their  own  blunders  and  follies,  and  for  vuri  of 
diplomatic  skill  or  proper  forbearance,  find  themKlm 
enigaged  in  a  quarrel,  no  matter  how  frivolous  tbe  came 
or  ground  of  it,  and  become  so  far  committted  tliat  \kj 
cannot  apologize,  but  must  fight,  no  matter  st  vhithn- 
ard.  Sir,  in  such  a  case,  1  will  not  shrink  frooi  tbe 
support  of  a  war.  1  will  remember  that  it  is  oar  coostij 
that  is  concerned;  but  at  the  same  time  I  will  cootiine 
to  hold  the  political  agents  who  msy  have  brought  oa 
the  war  responsible  to  the  country.  They  ilisil  oot  » 
cape  their  due  responsibility. 

Mr.  BsLL  concluded  by  expressing  the  hope  U 
the  resolution  would  not  be  agreed  to  by  the  Home* 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  said,  if  we  did  not  faUiovi^ 
t^e  suggestion  of  the  Comquttee  on  Foreign  Afiaiiv  '* 
would  be  uncertain  when  we  would  be  able  to  |et 
through  the  appropriation  bills. 

The  abolition  question  was  outstandingi  sod  tn" 
elicit  a  very  warm  discussion.  The  proposition  ofthe 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  was  also  in  s  auspoHtt 
state,  and  how  were  we  to  progress  in  the  busing 
before  us  unless  something  of  this  kind  abooldbe 
adopted? 

We  must  rid  the  House  of  the  many  pending  prop^ 
sitions  before  it.  Pass  the  resolution  of  Die  Coo- 
mittee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  and  we  cut  tbe  Gordian  kMj 
at  once.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Biu, 
had  said  that  the  present  condition  of  tbe  bimoes 
of  the  House  was  very  onerous  to  the  Speaker.  It  ^ 
be  so.  Next  week  we  will  commence  with  P^^^ 
on  Monday  and  Tuesday  the  abolition  resolution  of  U)e 
gentleman  from  Maine  will  be  up,  and  that  sbofaBbo 
every  thing  like  business  for  the  day.  On  Vftdaem^ 
the  greater  part  will  be  devoted  to  the  committeei  saciif 
reports.  Thursday  will  go  for  public  business,  and  f  "- 
day  and  Saturday  for  private.  We  must  there uk« 
stand  for  the  appropriaUon  bills,  if  we  seriooily  m^t*^ 
passing  them.  The  proposiUon  before  the  Houie  i«R- 
Iv  requires  that  the  appropriation  bills  msy  bare  P«c^ 
dence  of  other  business.  Some  gentlemen  ny  ti*** /| 
must  not  pass  the  appropriation  bills  until  ve  ^jjr 
Prance.  We  have  heard  enough  from  Frsnce  a  W- 
Those  gentlemen  think  it  wrong  to  agree  to  tbe  w 
now,  because  we  might  pass  tliem  with  too  Urifh  a  w^ 
Mr.  S.  said  we  ought  to  wait  no  longer.  Cong^ 
had  already  Urried  long  enough.  We  aboukl  P 
our  forts  in  order,  to  meet  any  emergency  that  0"P 
occur.  ^ 

A  charge  has  been  made  from  another  q«»'*'!'»,r2 
we  were  the  cause  of  the  loss  of  the  forti6catip«  w" 'J 
last  year.     He  considered  it  an  absurd^  qutttioo. « 
inquiring  where  the  bill  was  lost,  and  yet  refuse  pe 
sion  to  take  up  the  fortification  bill  now  before  os.  " 
cared  nothing  for  the  dead  bills.    He  wai  for  pjo!"^ 
for  the  living  ones,  and  then,  at  our  leisure,  u  >  ^ 
deemed  expedient,  the  House  might  search  s"'^ 
miscarried  bills  of  last  year.  .    t^,]^ 

What  was  asked  by  the  Committee  on  Foi<»g»  JT 
tions?  Merely  to  have  those  bills  taken  up  by  tbe  n/^ 
ind  if  gentlemen  think  the  appropriations  '^  "^ 
meet  them  and  vote  them  down;  but  do  "^.JJJ^j  be 
from  being  Uken  up.  It  was  the  height  of  '?2^gf 
disputing  and  quibbling  about  tecbnicalitiea»  id» 
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^;omg  to  the  g^at  quettion  of  Appropmtidn.    Local 
vnatters  should  gi?e  way  to  national  oneti  and  we  should 
«ome  to  the  determination  to  carry  the  appropriationa 
'Which  would  put  the  country  in  a  proper  state  of  de- 
#ence.     Gentlemen  had  complained  that  the  House  had 
before  it  a  political  question,  which  was  discussed  to  the 
exclusion  of  other  business,  and  might  be  closed  by  tbie 
previous  question.    Now,  he  roust  say,  so  fiir  as  related 
to  the  number  of  speeches  msde  on  that  topic,  that  both 
parties  had  sn  equal  chance.    The  debate  had  been 
opened  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Ad- 
Axs,]  and  had  been  replied  to  by  the  honorable  gentle* 
mmn  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wisa.]    Another  complaint 
urged  is,  that  the  previous  question  is  sometimes  re- 
sorted to  to  stop  debate.  That  is,  however,  unavoidable. 
It  must  be  apparent,  that  since  the  increase  of  members 
in  the  House,  and  so  many  voicea  were  to  be  heard, 
there  was  no  other  means  of  getting  many  of  the  meas- 
ures through  the  House,  than  by  administering  the  pre- 
vious Question.     All  parties  occasionally  vote  for  it.   He 
trusted  that  the  resolution  might  pass  to  take  effect  on 
Tuesday  nezti  and,  before  it  went  into  operation,  we 
fnig'ht  dispose  of  what  small  matters  we  had  on  hand. 
DVe  must  take  up  the  appropriation  bills  for  the  purpose 
of  sustaining  the  country;  and  particularly  such  bills  as 
will  put  the  country  in  a  position  to  maintain  its  honor 
»nd  dignity  against  any  and  evtry  nation  that  might  as- 
sail them.  .    . . 
Mr.  PATTON  said  he  did  not  intend  to  occupy  any 
time  in  considering  whether  there  was  any  irregularity 
in  such  a  propoaition  being  made  from  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations— whether  it  was  appo^te  to  their 
functions,  and  embraced  by  the  reference  made  to  them 
of  the  President's  special  message.  He  would,  however, 
as  that  objection  was  urged  as  a  reason  sg^inst  adopting 
the  resolution,  remark  that  no  practical  evil  can  result 
from  this  irregularity,  supposing  it  to  be  one;  no  such 
indirect  violation  or  evasion  of  the  rules  of  the  House  as 
seems  to  be  apprehended  from  it .    It  was  certainly  com- 
petent for  any  individual  member  to  have  offered  pre- 
cisely the  same  resolution  as  the  one  presented  by  the 
Committee  on  Forei^  Relations.     If  obiected  to,  he 
could  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to  offer  and  take  it 
up,  and  a  vote  of  two  thirds  would  remove  all  difficulty. 
Now,  the  Chair  has  decided  (and  no  doubt  correctly) 
that  it  requires  a  vote  of  two  thirds  to  adopt  the  resolu- 
tion reported  by. the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations.    If  there  be  a  majority  in  favor  of 
adoptmg  that  resolution,  of  two  thirds,  doubtless  the 
same  majority  would  vote  in  favor  of  suspending  the 
rules,  if  such  a  vote  were  requisite  to  accomplish  the 
object. 

No  matter  how  the  question  is  presented,  then,  we 
may  consider  its  merits  without  any  embarrassment  from 
the  source  from  which  it  comes. 

Mr.  Speaker,  we  have  now  been  in  session  some 
seven  or  eight  weeks,  and  we  have  passed  none  of  the 
appropriation  bills. 

It  is  unnecesttry,  it  would  be,  perhaps,  out  of  order, 
^  and  certainly  premature,  to  enter  into  minute  details  of 
the  circumstances  in  which  we  are  placed  in  regard  to 
'  our  relations  with  another  country,  showing  the  propri- 
ety and  necessity  of  our  proceeding  promptly  to  provide 
the  means  of  placing  the  country  in  a  state  of  prepara- 
tion to  meet  all  contmgencles  which  might  arise.  Let 
us  take  up,  with  all  convenient  speed,  aim.  consider  with 
all  due  deliberation,  the  various  propositions  for  ordina- 
ry and  extraordinary  appropriations.  After  so  large  a 
period  of  the  session  hmA  passed,  and  especially  when,  to 
say  the  least,  our  relations  with  France  are  not  in  tlie 
most  satisfactory  state;  when  it  is  known  that,  in  the 
opinion  of  many,  and  in  the  apprehensions  of  all,  a  war 
ig  impending  with  a  foreign  coiiiitry»  it  it  not  tine  that 


we  should  act  on  the  subject  in  that  way  which,  while  it 
can  give  no  new  cause  of  aggravating  the  irritation,  and 
increasing  the  difficulties,  will  yet  place  us  in  a  condition 
to  maintain  the  rights  of  our  citisens  and  the  interest 
and  honor  of  the  country,  if,  unfortunately,  these  diffi- 
culties should  be  inflamed  into  armed  collision,  and  pre- 
pare us  to  maintain  the  conflict,  whether  in  defence  or 
assault,  crediubly  and  successfully?  It  is  hardly  possi- 
ble that  any  man  can  doubt  that  it  is  peculiarly  important 
ihat  our  appropriations,  either  ordinary  or  extraordinary, 
ought  to  be  speedily  made;  and  is  there  any  sufficient 
objection  made  to  proceeding  to  do  so  at  the  period 
proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations?  Shall 
we  refuse  to  do  this  for  the  purpose  of  continuing  and 
indulging,  ad  UhUurn^  what  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see calls  a  mere  partisan  debate;  and  for  the  contimi- 
anee  of  which  he  seems  anxious,  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  those  who  take  interest  in  this  party  contest, 
to  defend  or  attack?  I  agree  with  him  tliat  it  is  a  mere 
partisan  discussion,  the  introduction  of  which  I  most 
deeply  regret.  Now.  when  a  foreign  country,  between 
whom  and  our  own  angry  controversies  are  depending, 
when  she  has  refused  to  do  that  which  this  House 
unanimously  dechredought  to  be  insisted  on,  except  upon 
terms  which  will  certainly  never  be  granted — when  we 
have  information  that  this  foreign  country  is  increasing 
her  armaments,  fitting  out  a  fleet,  and  sending  it  on  our 
coast — under  such  circumstances,  I  appeal  to  the  patriot  ■ 
ism  Of  the  House  to  say  whether  we  ought  to  postpone 
acting  on  the  appropriations  until  this  contest  between 
the  two  Houses  about  the  fortification  and  three  million 
bill  shall  be  fought  out?  Instead  of  proceeding  at  once 
to  consider  the  possibility  of  averting  so  deplorable  a 
cahmity  as  war,  or,  if  not  to  be  averted,  the  means  of 
conducting  it  with  honor  and  credit,  a  subject  requiring 
harmony,  good  feeling,  and  united  patriotism^  instead 
of  this,  we  are  to  employ  ourselves  in  an  angry,  irrita- 
ting, party  debate,  about  whether  something  was  not 
done  last  session  which  ought  to  have  been  done;  and 
who  is  or  who  is  not  to  be  blamed  for  the  loss  of  the 
three  million  appropriation  and  the  fortification  bi]l--4 
discussion  calculated  to  lead,  which  bad  already  occa- 
sioned personal  reflections,  to  exasperate  the  party 
passions  and  inflame  the  party  prejudices  of  Congress 
and  of  the  country;  to  occasion  crimination  and  recrim- 
illation  between  the  two  Houses  of  Congresfi,  desiructive 
of  harmonious  action  and  respectful  fi^eling. 

Let  me  not  be  supposed  to  deprecate  the  thrusting 
forward  this  debate,  and  the  continuance  of  it,  from  any 
indisposition  to  meet  and  to  bear  my  full  share  of  the  re- 
sponsibility of  voting  against  that  three  million  appro- 
priation. I  gave  that  vote  at  the  time  with  some  doubt 
and  hesitation.  The  circumstances  under  which  it  was 
presented  precluded  all  deliberation,  gave  no  time  for 
reflection,  and  might  well  excuse  any  person  from  s^ry 
strict  accountability,  and  especially  from  any  harah  im- 
putation of  bad  motive,  for  voting  either  one  way  or  the 
other.  I  do  not  believe  that  there  was  one  single  mem- 
ber of  cither  House  of  the  last  Congress^  nor  one  in  this 
House  or  In  the  Senate  of  the  present  Congress,  who 
would  hesitate  to  empty  the  Treasury  and  exhaust  the 
resources  of  the  nation,  in  defence  of  the  country  and 
in  maintaining  its  right^  whenever  they  see  that  it  is  to 
be  assailed,  or  that  it  is  necessary  to  adopt  such  means 
for  such  purpose.  We  may  differ  about  the  best  mode 
of  attaining  these  objects;  we  may  conscientiously  differ 
as  to  the  expediency,  constitutionality,  and  necessity  of  it; 
party  feelings  and  party  prejudices  may  warp  our  opin- 
ions and  bias  our  decisions  upon  the  subjects  we  are 
called  on  to  aot  about;  but,  at  heart,  I  believe  no  party 
is  entitled  to  claim  for  itself  the  merit  of  exclusive  pa- 
triotism. 
As  to  the  lots  of  the  fortification  bill,  it  is  much  to  be 
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regnettedt  tnd  such  is  the  unayersal  tentiment.  \ikrbo  it 
to  btaiae  for  this  ini«carrni{^»  I  know  not.  Whether 
the  Sentte  or  the  Houfe,  or  some  member  of  tbts  or 
the  other  House,  is  to  be  censured,  I  know  not.  I  shsll 
engtge  in  no  discussion  about  it.  But  as  to  this  three 
million  appropriation,  which  has  been  so  strangely  dis- 
turbed in  the  grave  to  which  it  was  consigned  kst  ses- 
sion, and  whose  ghost  is  made  to  walk  amongst  us  now, 
I  beg  leave  to  say  the  phsntom  **  frights  not  me."  I 
am  ready  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places,  without  fear  or 
apprehension,  and  without  any  <*  compunctious  visitings 
of  conscience,"  to  vindicate  myself  for  contributing  to 
its  surcease.  I  am  better  satisfied  now,  after  full  oppor- 
tunity of  deliberation  and  reflection  upon  this  extraor- 
dinary, and,  I  believe,  unprecedented  appropriation,  of 
the  propriety  of  the  vote  T  gave  on  that  occasion i  and 
while  I  wiah  to  cast  reproach  upon  nobody  else,  I  will 
maintain  and  defend  that  vote  whenever  I  may  be  ar- 
raigned, at  anv  proper  time  and  before  any  competent 
trt&inal.  I  shall  make  no  apology,  offer  no  excuse.  I  stand 
upon  my  justification  before  my  constituents  and  the 
country.  But  I  will  not  be  provoked  now  to  encourage 
and  keep  up  this  untimely  and  misphiced  debate  here, 
about  what  was  not  done,  or  ought  to  have  been  done, 
or  not  done,  by  the  last  Congress,  to  the  delay,  and 
probably  almost  indefinite  postponement,  of  action  upon 
matters  involving  deeply  the  rights  and  interests  and 
character  of  the  country. 

I  believe  it  impossible  to  ascertain  the  precise  facts 
necessary  to  be  ascertained  for  determining  who  is  to 
blame,  if  any  person  be  particularly  to  blame,  for  the 
failure  of  the  fortification  bill.  We  must  rely  upon  the 
vague  imprcNions,  the  contradictory  recollections,  of 
members  about  the  time  of  the  happening  of  particular 
events,  upon  which  little  reliance  is  to  be  placed,  not 
from  any  want  of  confidence  in  the  veracity  of  any  mem- 
bers, but  because  of  the  existence  of  circumstances 
which  you  and  I,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  every  man  who 
was  here,  know  were  well  calculated  to  prevent  any 
very  accurate  observation  or  remembrance  of  the  oc- 
currences which  took  place  on  the  last  night  of  the  last 
session.  Nearly  one  half  the  present  House  hsve  no 
interest  in  this  question.  They  know  nothing  about  the 
facts;  but  it  is  proposed  that  this  discussion  shall  super- 
sede the  consideration  of  the  sppropriation  bills,  in 
which  we  are  all  interested,  in  which  the  country  is 
greatly  interested,  and  for  the  action  upon  which  the 
eyes  of  the  whole  people  are  anxiously  looking.  Let  us 
take  them  up(  let  them  be  soberly,  deliberately  examined, 
with  full  discussion,  with  full  examination,  with  the  rec- 
ommendations and  the  estimates  of  the  proper  Depart- 
ments, and  with  proper  and  constitutional  restrictions 
of  executive  discretion,  limitations  of  purpose,  and 
specifications  of  object.  Let  us  approve  what  Is  worthy 
of  approbation,  and  demanded  by  a  wise  policy,  and  re- 
ject what  we  may  not  be  satisfied  is  proper  or  necessary. 
I  feel  much  solicitude  that  we  should  do  so.  There  is 
one  subject  now  depending  before  the  House,  in  rela- 
tion to  which  he  felt  a  deep  and  must  painful  anxiety, 
in  which  the  riglits,  interests,  and  property  of  the 
whole  southern  country  are  most  seriously  implicated. 
I  have  (said  Mr.  P.)  most  strenuously  exerted  myself 
to  bring  this  subject  to  decisive  action,  to  a  direct  vote. 
I  hope,  though  not  with  confidence,  that  we  may  get 
that  vote  without  much  more  delay.  But  while  I  will 
postpone  that  subject  to  no  other  business,  I  should  feel 
myself  impelled,  by  the  obligations  of  duty  to  the  whole 
country,  to  put  off  even  that  decision,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  up  and  acting  upon  the  appropriations  essential 
for  the  support  of  the  Government,  for  remedying  the 
evil  of  the  failure  of  the  fortification  bill,  and  for  prep- 
aration for  possible,  if  not  probable,  contingencies  that 
may  arise. 


I  should  be  aorry,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  be  undentood  a 
intending  to  express  the  opinion  that  war  is  impeodiB{. 
I  know  the  ins|»ortance  which  is  given  to  rach  opiBkw 
in  some  quarter  or  another,  uttered  on  this  floor,  era 
from  so  humble  a  member  as  mywt\f.  I  do  moitiinom- 
ly  hope,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  this  deplorable  olisitT 
mfly,  in  the  providence  of  God,  be  averted  contiitefltlf 
with  the  rights  and  honor  of  the  country.  But  I  ouHt 
shot  my  eara  and  eyes  to  what  is  passing  around  os. 
calcuUted  to  weaken  the  confidence  I  miRht  otberra 
have  in  these  hopes.  If  they  shouM  be  fslafied,  letn 
endeavor  to  be  prepared  to  meet  it  when  the  wtr cones. 

Mr.  REED  said  he  felt  the  force  of  the  renarki  oftk 
gentleman,  when  he  said  the  country  needed  defence, 
he  perfectly  agreed  with  htm;  but  be  thought  it  voikl 
be  the  best  course  for  the  Committee  on  Foreign  AiTain 
to  present  its  own  measures  to  the  House,  and  lei  tl>e 
House  proceed  to  the  appropriation  bills  in  their  unal 
mode. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  aaid  that  it  badnotocnr- 
red  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Aflairs  that  tky 
would  have  rendered  themselves  obnoiioos  to  tk 
charges  which  had  been  brought  against  them.  T^ 
resolution  proposed  interfered  with  the  dutieiiBdju- 
risdiction  of  no  committee  of  tbe  House.  It  rehtedtt 
the  business  in  the  House,  or  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  sUte  of  the  Union.  It  would  be  renefr 
bered  that,  whrn,  some  days  since,  the  chairmn  ofw 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  proposed  an  extnoi^ 
nary  appropriation  to  tbe  naval  bill,  in  reference  to  tk 
peculiar  posture  of  public  aflFairs,  the  honorable  geiw* 
man  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Taoxrsox,]  in  a  itna 
of  fervid  eloquence,  objected  to  the  propowtioot  "Z*" 
suiting  from  subjects  peculiarly  within  the  juri$d<cUoa 
of  tbe  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs.  That  gentkMJ 
had  also  declared  that,  if  the  occasion  required,  K 
was  ready  to  exhaust  the  Treasury  in  a  patriotic  ^ 
fence  of  the  rights  and  honor  of  the  nation.  Mr.  Ik 
believed  that  these  were  the  sentiments  not  only  of  tw 
gentleman,  but  of  the  whole  of  the  galUnt  and  cbini- 
rous  people  represented  on  this  floor.  , 

He  was  sensible  of  the  delicacy  and  responsibility « 
his  situation.  Humble  and  comparatively  unkoovo  o 
the  country  as  he  was,  he  was  yet  aware  that, »"  ^"f  ?JJ" 
of  anxiety  at  present  existing,  whatever  proceeded !»» 
the  committee  of  which  he  was  the  organ  would  be  it- 

Erded  with  eome  degree  of  interest.  The  coomi"* 
d  not  intended  to  agitate  the  public  mind,  by  decW 
any  belief  that  the  dtflferences  between  this  eountrf  ih 
France,  were  to  terminate  in  war.  But  they  feU  "^ 
they  would  be  equally  criminal  to  encourage  ij^^ 
apathy,  a  false  security,  by  crying  peace,  V^*^\\Zi 
there  might  be  no  peace.  EntcrUinhig  theae  opmiw 
all  that  they  meant  to  say  was,  that  the  relations  o  o" 
country,  not  only  with  France,  but  with  another  wim 
independently  of  our  Indian  affairs,  were  so  sqwv<^ 
and  critical  as  to  make  it  the  duty  of  Congrw»tog| 
its  constitutional  power  in  preparing  to  resiat  •JF'J"^ 
and  to  protect  our  rights.  To  what  •^^^^^^vTL 
tions  for  these  objects  should  be  made,  was  left  vf^ 
Committee  on  Foreign  Aflfalrs  to  the  deciiioo  <» "" 
House.  ^^i, 

It  has  been  said,  more  than  once,  tl»t  this  eooaa? 
unprepared  for  war.  This  is  true.  But  it  'V*^ 
that  such  an  argument  shouM  be  used  agsinit  00^ 
of  preparation.  In  time  of  peace  the  country  ^"."jj; 
ever  be  prepared  for  war.  The  genius  of  o"''"^j, 
tions  is  opposed  to  large  military  establtshineDts^^ 
Is  not  expected  that  they  can  be  collected  at  a  0^, 
warning.  The  panoply  of  war  is  not  ""^ J^.TI-pi. 
exercise  of  our  energies  in  pursuit  of  *'ndiwdos»  l-ir 
hess  in  the  season  of  peace.  But  when  our  cm^^^ 
surrounded  by  circumatancei  of  danger,  when  o» 
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ions  with  foreign  Governinents  render  U  poMible,  not 
o  aay  probable*  that  we  cannot  preserve  thtf  honor 
without  disturbing  the  peace  of  the  country,  it  seemed 
o  him  to  be  the  highest,  the  most  solemn  duty  of  repub- 
ican  statesmen,  to  put  in  requisition  the  vast  resources 
f  the  country,  and  to  assume  an  attitude  of  preparation 
vhich  would  enable  us  to  protect  our  rights,  and  to  re- 
ist  the  aggression  of  others.  These  were  the  feelings 
nd  motives  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs.  l*hey 
liil  not  say  that  there  would  be  war.    He  prayed  God 

0  arrest  such  a  calamityi  but  great  as  the  evils  of  war 
vere,  there  were  greater  still  which  mi^ ht  befall  the 
ountry — the  loss  of  its  honor,  and,  with  it,  the  loss  of 
lational  security. 

It  was  not  for  him  to  say  that  there  bad  been  no  errors 
n  our  negotiations  with  France.  In  the  arduous,  pro- 
racted,  and  delicate  diplomatic  intercourse  which  had 
ccurred  between  the  two  Governments,  the  President 
•f  the  United  States  might  congratulate  himself  on  singu- 
IT  good  fortune,  if  no  step  had  been  taken  which  it 
rould  be  desirable  to  retrace.  Mr.  M.  said  that  he  be- 
eved  this  congratulation  might  be  ofleredi  but  this  was 
lot  the  occasion  to  discuss  that  subject.  He  certainly 
rould  not,  with  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr« 
(KI.L,]  admit  that  our  Government  had  fallen  into  errors 
n  common  with  France.  He  believed  the  present  oc« 
asion  required  all  the  energies  of  this  vigorous  repub- 
c  to  be  put  into  requisition;  and  he  should,  by  his  vote, 
•ndeavor  promptly  to  effect  that  object. 

Mr.  M.  said  that  the  objections  urged  by  the  gentle- 
nan  from  Tennessee  [Mrr  Dbli]  were  of  a  character 
^liicli  he  had  not  expected  from  that  quarter.  That 
l^entleroan  says,  no  doubt  with  perfect  sincerity,  that  he 

1  prepared  to  vote  supplies  for  defence,  when  the  honor 
nd  interest  of  the  country  require  them.  I  may  ask, 
said  Mr.  M.,)  does  the  proposition  of  the  Committee 
»n  Foreign  Affairs  reaoire  him  to  give  such  vote,  unless 
ailed  for  by  those  high  considerations.  The  adoption  of 
he  resolution  only  puts  it  in  the  power  of  the  House  to  act 
:>romptly  and  speedily  on  these  important  measures,  and 
be  necessity  of  each  must  be  considered  as  It  is  proposed. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee  has  animad- 
-erted  on  what  he  has  been  pleased  to  call  abuses  which 
tare  grown  up  in  the  Housei  to  one  of  which  he  has 
specially  referred:  the  practice  of  chairmen  of  commit- 
ees  going  to  membera  of  thf  ir  committees  in  their  seats 
n  the  House,  separately,  and  obtaining  their  consent  to 
eport  certain  measures. 

[Mr.  Bill  said  he  had  not  made  a  charge  against  any 
»ne.  He  had  said  the  practice  was  unparliamentar)*, 
iiid  had  led  to  error.] 

Mr.  Masoh  said  that  he  had  understood  the  gentle- 
nan  to  disclaim  the  application  of  his  remark  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs.  Mr.  M.  said,  though  he 
iras  sure  such  was  not  th9  gentleman'a  purpose,  others 
nij^ht  suppose  that  such  application  was  appropriate! 
.nd  be  therefore  took  occasion  to  say  that  he  had,  on  his 
>wn  sense  of  duty,  more  than  a  week  since,  presented 
he  resolution  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs, 
vhen  all  the  members  were  present;  and  that  it  had 
teen  considered  and  discussed  from  day  to  day,  until  its 
doption,  in  a  spirit  of  harmony  and  patriotism^  which 
;ave  him  the  highest  satisfaction. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  considers  the  circum- 
tancea  under  which  this  resolution  Is  offered  inezplica- 
fle*  unless  to  be  ezplained  in  some  one  of  the  modes 
uglT^ated  by  him.  These  suggestions  did  not  appear 
o  imply  very  worthy  motives  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
nittee;  but  the  imputation  of  such  motives  was  not  in- 
>nded  by  the  gentleman,  because  thejr  were  disclaimed, 
"hey  seemed  to  be  all  connected  with  an  approaching 
lection  by  the  people  to  the  highest  office  of  the  re- 
ublic     Mr.  M.  said  that,  for  himself^  he  could  safely 
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say  that  he  would  never,  in  the  discharge  of  the  respon- 
sible duty  which  he  owed  his  constituents  on  that  floor, 
introduce  propositions,  or  give  his  vote,  or  conduct  de- 
bate, with  the  purpose  of  operating  on  elections  by  the 
people.  This  morbid  illusion  disturbed  the  fancy  of 
some  gentlemen,  but  with  him  it  had  not  so  paramount 
and  absorbing  an  influence.  He  did  not  consider  it  com- 
patible with  his  duty,  and  he  believed  such  to  be  the 
sentiment  of  the  committee. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  asks,  if  the  purpose 
be  to  stifle  discussion  on  the  great  subjects  betore  the 
Housed  Mr.  M.  said  that,  in  regard  to  the  resolution  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  such  was  not  and 
could  not  be  the  object,  because  he  had  submitted  his 
proposition  to  the  committee  some  days  before  he  knew 
that  such  a  proposition  would  be  presented  to  the  House. 

On  the  other  great  question,  the  abolition  aubject, 
Mr.  M.  said  he  was  happy  that  the  allusion  had  been 
made.  He  conaidered  it  one  of  the  highest  duties  of  the 
House  to  decide  the  questions  involved  in  that  subject. 
He  had  uniformly  acted  with  that  view,  and  still  ear- 
nestly hoped  to  see  a  decision,  calculated  to  allay  excite- 
ment, and  meet  the  just  expectation  of  the  public. 
He  must  be  excused,  if,  with  entire  deference  to  others, 
he  did  not  see  the  advantages  which  were  supposed  to 
result  from  an  elaborate  discussion  of  that  subject  here. 
He  wished  to  see  it  decided;  and,  to  accomplish  this  de- 
sirable object,  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  had 
postponed  the  commencement  of  the  order  proposed  for 
a  week.  Fur  himself,  he  could  safely  answer,  and  he 
believed  he  could  ft>r  the  committee,  that  this  late  day 
was  fixed  to  give  to  the  House  an  opportunity  to  dis- 
pose of  that  subject  especially,  and  to  adapt  its  business 
generally  to  the. operations  of  the  new  rule. 

Nor  was  it  the  purpose  of  the  cornmittee  to  deplete 
the  Treasury,  and  thus  forestall  the  consideration  of  the 
proposition  to  divide  the  surplus  revenues  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. The  measure  and  extent  of  preparation  and 
expenditures  would  be  for  the  House  to  determine, 
when  the  subject  was  presented  for  consideration.  The 
gentleman  asks  why  this  resolution  is  suddenly  brought 
for^rard,  under  the  influence  of  the  panic  of  a  French 
war.  That  committee  was  as  little  under  the  influence 
of  pus'sllaniaiousfear  aa  any  other;  and  is  this  the  term 
by  which  the  desire  to  provide  for  the  necessary  defence 
of  our  beloved  country,  in  the  hour  of  her  danger,  is  to 
be  designated?  Does  the  gentleman  see  in  our  foreign 
relations  any  thing  showing  so  great  a  certainty  of  a  pa- 
cific result,  that  the  introduction  of  this  resolution  is  only 
to  be  explained  by  a  groundless  panic,  gotten  up  for 
sinister  purposes? 

[Mr.  BsLL  said  he  had  made  no  charge  against  the 
committee,  in  relation  to  a  war.  He  had  said  that  the 
tendency  of  the  resolution  would  be  to  push  all  the  ap- 
propriation bills  through  at  once,  before  we  could  find 
out  tiiat  they  were  needed.] 

Mr.  Masov  said  that  he  would  not  misunderstand 
the  genlleman,  much  less  misrepresent  him.  The  gen- 
tleman supposes  that  one  effect,  if  not  an  object,  of  this 
resolution  will  be,  to  **push  through"  the  appropriation 
bills.  I  submit  it  to  the  honorable  member,  whether,  if 
an  inquiry  were  addressed  to  him,  if  such  an  intention 
was  entertained  by  him,  he  would  consider  it  very  deco- 
rous, especially  when  the  committee  introducing  the  prop- 
osition had  no  charge  of  the  bills.  But  no  reflection  on  the 
committee,  1  am  sure,  was  intended.  But  to  show  that 
this  apprehension  was  wholly  unfounded,  Mr.  M.  had 
only  to  advert  to  the  fact  that  the  appropriation  bills 
mainly  embraced  by  this  resolution  were  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  where 
they  must  be  freely  discuised,  uncontrolled  by  the  will  of 
a  majority,  however  large,  or  the  application  of  the  pre- 
vious question. 
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It  it  objected  to  this  retolution,  thtt  it  embraoet  biHt 
mftkin^  appropriaiiont  Tor  departmenti  of  the  Govern- 
ment not  connected  with  our  foreig^n  aflairs,  and  there- 
fore ought  not  to  be  adopted.     Thit  might  seem  to  be  a 
good  reason  for  amendment,  but  not  rejection.     The 
commtttee»  however,  entertain  the  opinion,  that  in  ma- 
king approprialioni  for  the  support  of  Government,  and 
to  meet  its  diversified  wants,  it  is  convenient,  if  not  es- 
sential, that  the  House  should  have  the  whole  subject 
before  it(  thus  contemplating,  at  one  view,  the  resources, 
the  exigencies,  the  n/?cessary  expenditures  of  the  Got- 
crnment,  the  means  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  drafts  to 
be  made  on  themt  and  thus  the  appropriations  for  the 
Indian  department  had  an  important  connexion  with 
those  for  the  naval  and  military  service.  But  we  are  told 
that  we  must  wait  until  we  hear  from  France.     It  ap- 
peared to  him  wise  to  wait,  before  we  took  any  decisive 
step  on  the  subjects  in  controversy  between  the  two  na- 
tionsi  but  it  indicated  fatuity,  rather  than  a  wise  forecast, 
to  postpone  all  measures  of  preparation  in  our  unpre- 
pared state  until  the  arrival  of  intelligence,  which  mi^ht 
disappoint  our  hopes  and  our  expectations,  snd  require 
the  vigorous  use  of  all  of  our  resources. 

The  gentleman  had  said  that  the  reference  to  the 
Presideni's  message  was  an  artful  appeal  to  the  influ- 
ence of  a  name,  which  was  dragged  in  on  many  occa- 
aiona  not  very  appropriate.  The  honorable  member  dis- 
claimed any  offensive  meaning  in  the  term  employed, 
and,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  was  sure  that,  if  the  gentleman 
did  not,  the  House  would  perceive  that  the  reference 
was  rendered  necessary  by  the  objection  of  the  gfe ntle- 
msn  from  Kentucky,  as  giving  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
committee. 

Mr.  M.  concluded  by  saying,  that  if,  under  the  inge- 
nious and  accumulated  objections  which  had  been  urged, 
the  resolution  should  not  find  favor  with  the  House,  he 
and  his  honorable  colleagues  on  tlie  committee  would 
have  done  their  duty.  And  if  future  events,  which  none 
can  foresee,  shall  show  that  its  adoption  might  have 
•aved  our  country  from  shame  and  disaster  and  outrage, 
they  will  deserve  no  portion  of  the  deep  and  loud  con- 
demnation of  the  country. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  he  was  hsppy  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  [Mr.  Masow]  had  introduced  the 
resolution  to  call  up  the  appropriation  billst  he  had  only 
Anticipated  the  wish  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  As  to  the  question  of  jurisdiction,  at  a  crisis 
like  the  present,  it  was  mutual  with  the  Committees  on 
Military,  Naval,  and  Foreign  Affairs,  and  Ways  and 
Means.  When  he  had  first  proposed  to.  take  up  the  ap. 
propriation  bills,  some  time  since,  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  DxLt]  wished  to  interpose,  doubtless 
from  proper  motives,  a  discussion  on  rules  and  orders. 
Subsequently  the  obolition  question  came  up.  In  that 
state  of  the  case,  Mr.  C.  said  he  did,  feeling  the  extra- 
ordinary and  urgent  necessity  of  the  measure,  ask  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by 
fire  in  the  city  of  New  York,  never  dreaming  that  it 
would  be  opposed  day  by  day,  and  inch  by  inch,  as  it 
bad  been.  He  had  supposed  that  the  House  would  meet 
it  and  pass  it  promptly,  as  the  Senate  had  done. 

We  had,  however,  been  disappointed!  but  he  still  be- 
lieved that,  but  for  the  debate  on  the  bill,  it  would  have 
been  ordered  to  a  third  reading  on  the  very  dsy  it  came 
from  the  Senate.  He  felt  too  anxious  for  the  passage  of 
that  bill  to  detain  the  House  by  debating  the  question 
whenever  it  should  come  up  again.  With  regard  to  the 
question  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr.  Adjlks,]  duty  to  himself  compelled  him  to 
speak  upon  it.  He  should  not  shrink  from  the  discus- 
sion, but  should  meet  it  fearlessly  and  honestly,  let  the 
responsibility  fall  where  it  might. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bxu]  had  also 


Inquired  wtiat  coarie  the  Committee  of  WsytradMoa 
would  pursue.  Atone  of  that  committee,  be  voolds? 
that  it  was  his  design  to  aepsrate  the  bills  for  crdia.'r 
appropriations  from  those  for  extraordinary  pnrpan, 
understanding  that  these  sppropristions  verefintrt- 
quired.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  vmiM,  w 
in  order,  liave  full  opportunity  to  oppose  or  to  &m 
the  extraordinary  appropriations  which  would  be  re 
quired  to  put  the  country  in  s  proper  state  of  defence 
It  was  not  proposed  to  resort  to  the  previous  qoest*? 
the  very  object  of  fixing  an  early  day  was  to  ifTord  i^ee- 
tlemen  every  opportunity  to  diseusa  the  approprinw 
as  they  ought  to  be,  and  not  driven  throairh,fipoaiir 
cessily,  and  without  debate,  at  the  close  of  the  aeain 
One  word  as  to  the  objection  to  the  manner  of  )fltm)^ 
cing  the  resolution.  The  interests  of  the  coontrj  i« 
suffered  Hist  year  from  too  nice  an  attention  to  fors; 
and  the  country  was  left  defenceless.  He  tniited  to 
the  time  had  arrived  when  the  great  intereili rf* 
country  would  no  longer  be  sacrificed  to  the  iiii«il« 
consideration  of  forms,  forms,  forms. 

Mr.  W.  THOMPSON  said  he  would  vote  for  the  f» 

lution,  because  he  had  just  lesmed  from  the  Kfittaiii 

from  Florida  [Mr.  Wbiti]  that  he  had  an  aiaendBfJ!^ 

add  to  one  of  the  bills,  authorising  the  PrerideDt  to  ei» 

a  regiment  of  one  thousand  mounted  men  for  the  p 

tection  of  Florida  from  the  inroads  of  the  Seminoh 

He  was  fearful  that  that  war  waa  not  speedily  to  be  (»^ 

downi  and  he  felt  that  every  considerstion  ought  wr« 

way  to  proapt  and  efRcient  measures  to  put  m  f«^ 

that  bloody  strife.    He  was  opposed  to  «PP'y"2 

money,  unless  for  specific  objects,  and  he  cooW  i*^ 

so  unless  the  Department  sent  in  •tatementi  ibof  j 

what  money  waa  actually  needed.    He  hsd  not  ««  « 

motest  idea  that  France  would  commence  nortiMi«iJ^ 

if  she  did,  he  wouM  not  treat  with  herunn!  tbe'J^ 

nation  shouW  be  clad  in  armor,  and,  so  ft'«  •«  ttffj 

cerned,  he  would  not  only  empty  the  Treasury,  w 

would  empty  every  American  vein,  in  defence « 

just  rights  of  the  country.  ^  .^^-^s 

Mr.  HOW  ARD  said,  that  being  under  the  .mpf^^ 

that  this  resolution  ought  to  psss,  snd  moreowr  «^^ 

to  pass  to-day,  he  would  give  the  House  sn  opponj^ 

of  terminating  the  debate,  if  wch  should  t^J 

opinion.     But  being  a  member  of  the  coin""i"« 

which  this  resolution  emanated,  snd  ^^"^^l^ 

with  the  views  which  induced  that  committee  to  pr 

it,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duly  to  ssy  a  few  '©^ '",  L^ 

tion.    That lliat  committee  had  been  «€•"•** VWion,s 

producing  any  result  upon  the  V^^^^ZiTl^ 

that  the  idea  had  ever  occurred  to  them  y'« 'Jfj;  g,,^ 

could  draw  such  an  inference,  he  "Jt,  Jk*  wHli  "^ 

could  not  have  been  more  astonished  if  '7    ,i,jrt». 

suddenly  yawned  at  his  feet  Jhan  be  wm  wW"     «^ 

tieman  from  Tennessee  [M?  Bim]  ^•°J?;'^flii(t« 

it  would  sffect  that  delicate  subject.    1 »«      ^  ,|« 

had  been  guided  alone  by  their  sense  »' ""j^  ,,;,, 

House  and  to  the  nation,  and  he  took  If  ^;  .^^feeS^ 

in  hia  opinion.  Congress  was  far  ^••'''"V  ,SBi»fld*'^ 

of  the  nation,  in  permitting  our  ^«»!:*™^,  coo*''*' 

meana  of  defence,  to  continue  in  their  V^^  ^^ 

We  had  a  thouund  miles  of  •^9^^^^*fflio»ri»^^ 

than  it  ought  to  be,  exposing  hundreds  ^     jjui^ 

lives  and  hundreds  of  millions  of  P">P*^  ^^^ 

which,  however  slight,  could  not  be  *?""J;^^n,iite(i  b 

Having  the  state  of  our  foreign  relation*  \^^f^\W 

their  charge,  the  committee  had  •"?•?"' '....try ?  ^^ 

attention  to  the  existing  attitude  of  the  cou  ^^ 

though  he  believed  that  the  committee  Oj^j^j,  oe^t 

war,  nor  were  they  desirous  totskesny  ••f^g^platei^ 

to  bring  it  on,  yet  it  was  impossible  *®  ^^^j^  of  f"^ 

posture  of  affairs  without  feeling  ^^^J^xxtv»^ 

ploying  some  ol  the  surplus  money 
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Seminoie  War. 


[H.  or  R. 


wards  objects  of  public  nfety.  Without  entering  at  all 
into  the  ezami nation  of  our  relations  with  France,  he 
nif^ht  be  permitted  to  say  that  the  present  unequal  eon- 
iition  of  the  two  nations,  one  in  the  full  enjoyment  of 
he  benefits  of  the  treaty,  and  the  other  not,  oui^ht  not 
o  continue {  and  should  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Af- 
airs  even  propose  to  disturb  this  one-sided  condition  of 
»ur  commercial  relations,  who  can  say  that  it  would  be 
ooked  upon  wiih  complacency,  and  not  resented,  by 
^ ranee?  Her  lensittveness  on  the  subject  of  her  pro- 
luce  and  manufxctures  was  well  known t  and  no  mem- 
ler  of  this  House  could  undertake  to  predict  her  future 
^urse  with  such  certainty  as  to  postpone  the  psssage  of 
ven  the  ordinary,  much  more  any  extraordinary,  appro- 
kriations.  The  whole  of  the  special  message  of  the 
'resident,  wiih  all  its  recommendations,  had  been  sent 

9  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Afikirsi  and  that  committee 
oil  Id  be  enabled  to  take  a  wider  view  of  the  condition 
r  the  country,  after  the  House  should  have  passed  upon 
be  sippropriation  bills,  than  they  could  now.  The  eyes 
r  the  whole  nation  were  earnestly  6xed  upon  Congress; 
nd  the  committee  were  fully  sensible  of  the  extreme 
elicacy  of  the  task  committed  to  their  charge.  Having 
lothiog  in  view  but  a  sincere  zeal  to  promote  the  honor, 
ii^nity,  and  interest  of  the  nation,  they  bad  submitted  to 
lie  House  the  proposition  before  themt  upon  which,  he 
loped,  they  were  now  prepared  to  vote. 

Mr.  H.  then  demanded  the  previous  question!  but,  at 
he  request  of  several  members  about  him,  waived  it  for 
lie  present. 

Hr.  HARDIN  said  he  had  hoped,  with  his  friend  from 
Penneesee,  [Mr.  Oax.L,]  that  we  might  have  taken  up, 
Itscuased,  and  adopted,  rules  for  the  government  of  the 
fiouse.  Rules  were  intended  as  a  protection  to  the  mi- 
lorlty,  the  weaker  party.  The  strong  and  powerful 
iee<led  no  protection;  but  the  weak  and  powerless  did. 

10  far  as  the  protection  of  Florida  was  concerned,  from 
he  inroads  of  a  savage  foe,  he  would  to  God  that  five 
bousand  of  the  best  bloods  In  America  were  in  the 
nidst  of  them;  and  he  had  looked  for  a  proeUmatioa 
rom  the  President,  calling  oq  Tennessee  and  Kentucky 
or  volunteers.  We  would  then  see  that  those  States 
yould  furnish  ample  force  to  put  down  the  Indians,  and 
lut  them  down  in  a  way  that  would  be  a  guarantee  for 
lie  peace  of  that  country.  And  so  fiir  as  our  foreign 
'elatione  were  concerned,  he  would  say  that,  if  the 
country  was  brought  into  collinon  with  France,  he 
vould  never  stop  to  inquire  how  we  g^t  into  it,  or  to 
^rf^ue  about  constitutional  rights,  but  would  go  for  the 
Jnited  States,  right  or  wrong.  He  was  opposed  to  sp- 
iropriating  money  for  fortifications,  and  was  opposed 
o  the  fortification  system*  We  needed  no  bulwarks 
tlonR  our  steeps.  We  had  already  appropriated  forty 
>r  Itf^  millions  for  fortifications,  and  we  are  now  told 
hat  we  had  not  one  hundred  guns  mounted.  If  that 
noney  had  been  appropriated  for  our  navy,  we  might 
lave  bad  one  that  would  have  been  able  to  protect  our 
iOASt  from  invasion.  He  felt  that  our  foreign  affairs 
vere  standing  on  a  slender  foundation,  upon  a  mere 
lo thing;  and  when  it  came  to  be  either  a  war  or  an 
ipology,  he  would  rathev  spend  a  hundred  millions 
ha.n  that  the  President  should  make  an  apolo^;  and  he 
WAB  aware,  from  the  well-known  character  of  the  Presi- 
lent,  that  there  would  be  no  apology  from  him.  But 
le  ^M  opposed  to  our  arming  at  present,  because  it 
flight  be  considered  just  cause  of  war.  France  might, 
icoordiiig  to  her  former  practice,  strike  the  blow  the 
nonnent  we  commenced  arming.  He  would  go  a  rea- 
ioii*ble  length,  but  it  was  difficult  to  say  bow  far  we 
ibould  go.  He  would  at  present  vote  against  any  ap- 
propriation bill  that  looked:  like  a  war  measure,  but  he 
li<i  not  say  that  in  two  weeks  he  might  not  vote  for  as 

appropriations  as  other  gentlemen. 


Mr.  VANDERPOEL  said  he  would  not  expose  the 
motion  he  was  now  about  to  make  to  the  objection  that 
had  been  urged  to  the  motion  a  short  time  ago,  submit- 
ted by  the  honorable  gentlemsn  from  Maryland,  [Mr. 
How  ABB.]  About  two  speeches  sgainst  the  resolution 
had  been  made  to  one  in  its  favor;  and,  without  making 
an  argument,  he  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  motion  was  seconded:  113  to  86. 

The  cjuestion.  Shall  the  main  question  be  now  putf 
waa  decided  in  the/ affirmative. 

Mr.  CRAIG  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution;  which  were  ordered,  and  were: 

YsAs—Messrs.  Adams,  Anthony,  Ash,  Ashley,  Banks, 
Rsrton,  Beale,  Bean,  Beaumont,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bor- 
den, Bouldin,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Briggs,  Brown,  Bymim, 
William  B.  Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  Garr,  Casey,  Cha- 
ncy, Chapman,  Chapin,  Childs,  Clark,  Cleveland, 
Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Crai|^,  Cramer,  Cushing,  Cush- 
man,  Darlington,  Denny,  Dickerson,  Dickson,  Droro- 
gonle,  Efner,  Fairfield,  Fowler,  French,  Fry,  Philo  C. 
Fuller,  William  K.  Fuller,  Oalbraith,  James  Garland, 
Gillet,  Glascock,  Grantland,  Haley,  Hamer,  Hannegan, 
Hard,  Samuel  8.  Harrison,  Albert  G.  Harrison,  Hawes, 
Hawkins,  Haynes,  Henderson,  Hiester,  Hoar,  Holsey, 
Hopkins,  Howard,  Hublev,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Hunts- 
man, Ingham,  William  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  Janes, 
Jarvis,  Joseph  Johnson,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Cave 
Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Judson, 
Kennon,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Klingensmith,  Lane,  Lansing, 
Laporte,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua 
Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Abijah 
Mann,  Job  Mann,  Manning,  Martin,  John  Y.  Mason, 
William  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  May,  McKay,  McKeoo, 
McKim,  McLene,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan, 
Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Owens^  Page,  Parker,  Parks,  Pat- 
terson, Patton,  Franklin  Pierce,  Dutee  J.  Pearce, 
James  A.  Pearce,  Pettigrew,  Phelps,  Phillips,  John 
Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Ripley,  Roane,  Rogers, 
Schenck,  Seymour,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Shinn, 
Smith,  Span^ler,  Sprague,  Steele,  Storer,  Sutherland, 
Taliaferro^  Taylor,  John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Towns, 
Turner,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wagoner,  Ward,  Ward- 
well,  Washington,  Webster*  Weeks— 159. 

Nats — Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Ileman  Allen,  Bell, 
Bond,  Bunch,  John  Calhoon,  Carter,  George  Cham- 
bers, John  Chambers,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  John  F. 
H.  Claiborne,  Corwin,  Crane,  Del>erry,  Dunlap,  Evans, 
Everett,  Rice  Garland,  Granger,  Graves,  Grayson, 
Grennell,  Griffin,  Hammond,  Hardin,  Iiarlan,  Harper, 
Hazelline,  Howell,  Ingersoll,  Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson, 
Luke  Lea,  Lincoln,  Love,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  Mc- 
Kennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Peyton,  Pickens,  Pinckney, 
Potts,  Reed,  Rencher,  Robertson,  Russell,  Shields, 
Slade,  Sloane,  Standefer,  Waddy  Thompson,  Under- 
wood, Vinton,  White,  Whittlesey,!^  wis  Williams,  Sher- 
rod  Williams— 59. 

SEMINOLE  WAR. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  an  additional  appro- 
priation of  $50,000  for  repressing  hostilities  on  the  part 
of  the  Indians  in  Florida. 

Mr.  C.  adverted  to  the  propriety  of  a  speedy  action 
on  the  bill,  and,  by  unanimous  consent,  moved  that  the 
House  go  into  Committee  of  ttie  Whole  on  the  atate  of 
the  Union  upon  the  samei  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  went  into  committee,  Mr.  Howabd 
in  the  Chair,  upon  the  foregoing  bill. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  % 
section  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  cause  to  be  enlisted  a  regiment  of  1,000  mounted 
riflemen,  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  for 
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tweire  months,  if,  in  his  discretion,  he  should  deem  it 
necessary. 

Mr.  W.  briefly  supported  the  Amendment.  He  said 
all  accounts  from  Florida  represented  the  Territory  to 
be  in  a  most  distressing  condition.  Three  entire  coun- 
ties were  already  desolated  by  the  Indians.  Their 
numbers  were  not  known,  and  the  melancholy  informa- 
tion received  from  the  inhabitants  of  those  counties,  as 
well  as  the  destruction  of  the  detachment  of  the  United 
States  troops,  showed  that  these  men  had  been  equipped 
for  action  for  a  long  time.  A  portion  of  them  had  been 
armed  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  with  a 
view  of  their  going  to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi  river, 
and  another  portion  had  received  arms  from  smugglers 
ajid  others.  Mr.  W.  knew  that  the  number  of  Seminole 
Indians  had  been  greatly  underrated,  and  it  was  known 
there  were  not  less  than  1,200  or  1,500  men,  who  had 
captured  already  about  250  slaves,  and  those  slaves  who 
would  not  operate  with  them  they  intended  to  transport 
to  the  island  of  Cuba. 

.  Now,  the  first  question  was,  what  was  the  beat  mode 
of  putting  an  end  to  these  disorders?  It  was  impossible 
tQ  draw  the  militia  in  the  southern  States  this  season, 
vpr  in  the  spring  of  the  yeart  and  if  the  Indians  were 
not  entirely  subjugated  before  the  warm  season,  it 
would  then  be  renaered  impossible.  He  believed  that 
in  the  course  of  three  or  four  weeks  a  sufficient  force 
might  be  raised  to  put  an  end  to  these  hostilities  by 
J[une  or  Julyi  and  if  these  troops  should  be  unemployed, 
be  understood  that  other  portions  of  the  United  States 
wanted  them  at  that  time.  Information  had  been  re- 
ceived by  the  Secretary  of  War,  that  the  Creeks  were 
io  a  very  troubled  state.  He  could  assure  the  House 
that  the  whole  Territory  of  Florida  would  be  desolated 
in  a  very  short  time,  unless  the  Indians  were  repressed. 
Under  these  circumstances,  he  hoped  there  would  be  no 
opposition  to  the  amendment.  He  believed  it  proposed 
the  best  and  moat  efficient  means  of  putting  an  end  to  a 
wsrlwhicli  had  already  caused  a  great  sacrifice  of  lives, 
both  of  officers  and  men,  on  their  march  from  Tampa 
Bay  to  ioin  General  Clinch.  Mr.  W.  had  himaelf  re- 
ceived letters  from  officers  at  Tampa  Bay,  stating  that 
the  attack  waa  made  by  no  less  a  force  than  eight 
hundred  Indians. 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN  waa  for  receiving  volunteers  as 
well  as  regulars,  and  spoke  of  the  advantages  of  that 
description  of  troops  over  persona  enlisted.  His  own 
county  would  raise  five  hundred  men. 

Mr.  HARDIN  offered  a  proviso  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  disband  the  force  at  an 
earlier  period  than  twelve  months,  in  case  tlieir  aervices 
ahould  be  no  longer  required. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  add 
the  word  "required"  to  the  amendment;  which  Mr. 
HARDIN  accepted  as  a  modification. 

Mr.  ADAMS  opposed  the  modification,  as  an  unpre- 
cedented requisition  upon  the  Executive. 

Mr.  VANDERPOBL  begged  to  inquire  if  the  amend- 
ment  of  the  gentleman  from  Florida  had  the  consent  of 
the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  WHITE  believed  it  would  have,  and  pledged 
himself  to  withdraw  it  when  the  bill  came  into  the  House 
if  it  had  not.  >  , 

Messrs.  ASHLEY,  RIPLEY,  and  UNDERWOOD, 
opposed  the  amendment^  and,  after  a  few  words  in  its 
favor  by  Mr.  GLASCOCK,  Mr.  WHITE  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  then  moved  an  amendment  authori- 
zing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  accept  the 
aervices  of  1,000  volunteers,  for  the  period  of  nine 
months  r  which,  after  some  remarks  from  Messrs. 
SHIELDS,  W.  C.  JOHNSON,  CRAIG,  and  WHITE 
of  Florida,  was  negatived. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the*  bill  with- 


out  amendment  to  the  House,  and  it  vss  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill,  having  been  engrossed,  was  tbes  reidi 
third  time  and  pawed. 

After  doing  some  other  business,  the  House  idjound 

WbBVXSDAT,  JlSUABT  37. 

LAST  YEAR'S  FORTIFICATION  BILL 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  iW 
following  resolution,  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  I Q. 
Asms: 

Huohed,  That  so  much  of  the  mesisge  of  the  Pr» 
dent  of  the  United  States  to  Congress  at  the  commeno- 
ment  of  the  present  session  as  relates  to  thefiihirr,!! 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  of  the  bill  contaimngAe 
ordinary  appropriations  for  fortifications,  be  referred  if 
a  select  committee,  with  instructions  to  inquire  iite. 
and  report  to  the  House,  the  causes  and  circumiUMtf 
of  the  failure  of  the  bill. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  WiuiiD. 
of  North  Carolina,  to  amend  the  bill  by  sddinf  "f^^ 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers**— 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  It  wss  not  his  desifi  lo^ 
tain  the  House  long  in  discussing  this  very  grsre  <j» 
tion  of  the  loss  of  the  appropriation  of  three  miiiiomw 
the  defence  of  the  country — the  true  issue  between  fte 
two  Houses.  Concerning  the  bill  nuking  ordinal;  ^ 
vision  for  new  fortifications,  there  was  no  contest.  Tit 
controveray  between  the  Senate  and  the  House  vai  r' 
about  fortifications  to  be  finished,  perhsps  in  1840, K> 
about  the  three  million  appropriation  in  1835,  forars't 
forts  already  completed,  and  for  increasing  our  m»J 
afloat.  The  inquiry  was,  who  left  tlie  country  deffBK- 
less,  after  the  messsge  of  the  President  comrounicitrf 
the  correspondence  with  France,  and  sfier  the  umj- 
mous  resolution  of  the  House,  that  the  execution  of  w 
treaty  should  be  insisted  on;  and  at  a  crisis,  too,  •r 
the  question  of  peace  or  war  depended  on  ^^^^^. 
of  a  Government  denying  us  justice,  and  '^P"''^* 
iU  faith.  That  was  the  appropriation  to  vhich  tben^ 
tention  of  the  nation  was  directed,  snd  in  the  nje  ^^ 
which  our  national  interest  and  honor  were  dtrtcuy » 
volvedf  that  was  the  only  issue  now  ixn^^if  .^J2! 
the  two  Houses  and  on  which  the  country  bad  iiR«? 
and  very  justly  decided.  - 

He  regretted  that  he  waa  obliged  to  engig<  in>"^ 
quiry  after  lost  appropriations,  when  the  time  tf » 
House  could  be  so  much  more  profitsbly  employee  ^ 
devising  measures  for  the  national  defence,  wtf  ^ 
war;  but  (said  Mr.  C.)  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  be »« 
in  this  debate:  the  combined  attacks  on  »«  >"  r: 
Houses  oblige  me  to  defend  myself.    In  doing  so,  It' 
be  compelled  to  ncitice  some  of  the  sUtcmeiti  J' 
gentleman   from  Virginia,   [Mr.    Wisi.]    I  wf  ,^ 
Mr.   Speaker,  in    discussing  this  quesiion,  »nlr»;«; 
names— they  are  of  little  moment  in  any  debstf-  •  ^ 
even  the  illustrious  name  of  the  genllemsn  ^o"*  ;'^^ 
could  add  the  weight  of  a  feather  to  my  srgutsew. 
would  never  tolerate  it,  sir,  and  I  am  sure  the  n 
would  be  astonished  at  my  indecorum,  *'**''"  J 
nate  the  gentleman  as  «•  Mr.  Wise?"  snd  w"'''2rtii^ 
certainly  not  permit  me  to  call  the  gentleman  otaer^ 
No,  sir;  I  hope  I  shall  nevfcr  be  tempted  on  *^^f°^^. 
even  by  the  wild  rant  of  dissppointed  «"»•*'*'?"•  Ljf 
get  my  own  self-respect,  or  my  regard  for  the   r; 
of  this  House,  so  far  as  to  treat  any  gentlcmsn  *'  ^g 
respect.    In  the  present  instance,  Mr.  8p»»*^'  ^, 
not  only  treat  the  gentleman  with  the  utmost  nr^ 
but  even  with  tenderness,    it  woukl  be  unkind*  "^,^, 
to  treat  otiierwise  the  innocent,  the  "«*[f.Pf^,jV 
penitent  victim  of  that  atupendous  fraud  whicH  w  a^  ^ 
tleman  frum  Virginia  tias  so  recently  discore^'j, 
stupendous  conspiracy  which  the  President,  )o«» 
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irere  plotting  Itst  yetr,  to  betray  the  gentleman,  under- 
nine  our  constitution,  and  destroy  our  Government.  No, 
1r«  it  Is  ikr,  very  far,  from  my  purpose  to  engage  in  any 
larliamentary  tournament  with  the  gentleman  from  Vir* 
rinia;  but,  should  I  ever  be  forced  into  any  such  contest 
nth  any  gentleman,  I  hope  it  will  be  my  fortune  to  en- 
counter some  more  formidable  antagonist  than  "  Buck- 
ngham  with  his  rash  levied  strength." 

Before  I  proceed,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  discuss  this  ques- 
ion,  I  must  do  an  act  of  justice  to  an  honorable  Senator 
rem  Massachusetts.  A  day  or  two  since,  I  announced 
ny  intention  to  notice  an  attack  made  upon  me  in  the 
National  Gazette  of  Philadelphia,  in  March  Ust,  founded 
ipon  information  derived,  among  other  sources,  '*from 
Senators  of  the  highest  character.*'  In  that  journal  it 
i^as  stated  that  the  Vice  President  and  Secretary  of  State 
lad  advised  me  to  let  the  fortification  bill  die  in  the 
f  ouse,  to  prevent  the  responsibility  of  its  failure  from 
ailing  on  the  President— a  statement  which  was  imme- 
liately  pronounced,  both  by  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
nyaelf,  to  be  false,  upon  whatever  authority  founded, 
knd  now,  sir,  for  the  origin  of  this  poor  slander.  The 
i^ice  President  and  Secretary  of  State  were  in  this 
ifouse,  and  about  leaving  It,  when  the  committee  of  con- 
ference returned  to  it.  The  Secretary  of  State,  from 
vliom  the  estimate  for  the  three  million  appropriation 
bad  been  received,  inquired  the  resultof  our  conference, 
ind,  on  learning  it,  expressed  the  opinion,  in  which  I 
entirely  concurred,  that  eight  hundred  thousand  dollara 
was  a  pitiful  appropriation  for  the  defence  of  a  nation. 
^^ot  one  syllable  passed  between  the  Vice  President  and 
myself.  Sir,  there  was  no  secret,  no  mystery,  about 
the  matter;  it  was  in  the  presence  of  the  whole  House, 
and  every  syllable  uttered  might  have  been  heard  by 
every  gentleman  near.  As  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  conferees  on  the  part  of  the  House,  whatever  may 
have  been  my  opipion  as  to  the  inadequacy  of  the  appro- 
priation, I  should  have  immediately  reported  the  com- 
promise, but  for  the  obstacles  which  I  shall  state  in  their 
proper  order.  Every  gentleman  near  me,  without  ref- 
erence to  party,  knew  that  such  was  my  intention. 

Such  was  all  the  foundation  for  the  statement  in  the  Na- 
tional Gazette.  That  statement  I  ascribed  to  the  Sena- 
tor from  Massachusetts,  the  authority  referred  to  being 
a  Senator  of  '*  the  highest  character."  I  am  happy  to 
say,  sir,  that,  since  the  last  day'a  debate,  I  have  receiv- 
ed the  most  satisfactory  assurance  that  that  honorable 
Senator  was  not  the  authority  relied  on  by  the  editori 
and  I  take  far  more  pleasure  in  doing  justice  to  that 
gentleman  than  I  should  have  done  in  defending  myself 
from  the  attack.  I  make  the  acknowledgment  with 
the  greater  pleasure,  because,  throughout  the  remarks 
of  the  honorable  Senator,  he  has  nut  condescended,  he 
has  not  stooped,  to  notice  this  miserable  scandal  i  he  has 
resigned  all  the  honor  of  nourishing  and  cherishing  this 
poor  and  contemptible  slander  to  some  unknown  Sena- 
tor, and  to  others  who  have  no  loftier  ambition. 

Gentlemen  who  feet  themselves  accountable  to  the 
nation  for  leaving  our  country  unprepared  to  meet  any 
emergency  which  might  have  grown  out  of  our  relations 
with  France,  have  pleaded  their  utter  ignorance  of  the 
necessity  for  any  such  preparation,  and  of  any  propo- 
sition fur  defence,  till  the  last  night  of  the  aession. 
AVhat,  sir,  is  the  notorious  history  of  this  appropriation? 
Our  sfTairs  with  France  remained  in  an  uncertain  atti- 
tude till  the  last  days  of  the  session i  and  this  House  sus- 
pended its  action  upon  the  question,  in  the  hope  that 
some  intellig^ce  would  arrive.  None  reached  us  of  a 
pacific  character.  The  minister  of  France  hAd  been 
recalled,  passports  had  been  tendered  to  our  minister, 
and  be  bad  also  been  recalled.  Every  thing  wore  a 
belligerant  character.  At  that  crisis,  the  President,'  in 
l/is  messsge  of  the  2Jfth  of  February,  communicates,  as 


soon  as  it  was  received,  the  correspondence  with  the 
French  Government,  and  in  conclusion  says: 

"  The  subject  being  now,  in  all  its  present  aspects, 
before  Congress,  whose  right  1t  is  to  decide  what  meas- 
ures are  to  be  pursued  in  that  event,  [Mr.  Livingston's 
return,]  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to'make  further  recom- 
mendation, being  confident  that,  on  their  part,  every 
thing  will  be  done  to  maintain  the  righta  and  honor  of 
the  country  which  the  occasion  requires." 

Thus  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  nation  submits  this 
question  at  a  critical  period  to  Congress^  '*  confident 
that,  on  their  part,  every  thing  will  be  done  to  maintain 
the  riglits  and  honor  of  the  country  which  the  occasion 
requires."  When  that  message  canie  to  the  House,  on 
the  26th  of  February,  I  submitted  three  resolutions, 
which  had  been  previously  considered  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Affain. 

The  third  resolution  f^commended  contingent  prep- 
aration fi>r  any  emergency  which  might  grow  out  of  our 
relations  with  France,  lliese  resolutions,  and  the 
President's  message,  were  referred  to  the  committee. 
The  next  day  the  committee  made  a  report,  which  con- 
tained the  following  extract: 

<*The  bill  now  before  the  House,  authorizing  the  sale 
of  our  stock  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  would,  if 
adopted,  affbrd  all  the  revenue  necessary.  The  com- 
mittee is  of  opinion  that  the  whole,  or  a  part,  of  the  fund 
to  be  derived  from  that  source  should  be  appropriated 
for  the  purpose  of  arming  our  fortifications,  and  for 
making  the  military  and  naval  preparations  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  country,  in  case  such  expenditures  should 
become  necessary  before  the '  next  meeting  of  Con- 
gress." 

The  third  resolution  appended  to  that  report  war, 
that  contingent  preparation  ought  to  be  made  to  meet 
any  emergency  growing  out  of  our  relations  with 
France.  That  report,  and  the  reaolutions,  were  adopt- 
ed by  a  majority  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs, 
and  proposed,  not  merely  an  appropriation  of  three 
miflions,  but  of  the  whole  proceeds  of  our  stock  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  if  necessary,  for  the  public 
defence. 

When  these  resolutions  came  up  the  day  after,  I  stated 
tliat,  to  secure  unanimity,  I  should  withdraw  the  third 
resolution,  as  I  intended,  when  the  Senate's  amendments 
to  the  fortification  bill  should  be  under  consideration,  to 
offer  an  amendment  appropriating  three  milliona,  which 
I  had  learned  would  be  all  that  was  deemed  necessary 
by  the  Executive;  thus  substituting^,  for  a  mere  declara- 
tory resolution,  an  actual  appropriation  for  the  defence 
of  the  country.  Such,  sir,  is  the  published  history  of 
this  preparation  for  defence,  about  which  gentlemen 
seem  to  have  been  so  utterly  ignorant.  The  President's 
message,  the  report  and  resolutious  of  the  committee, 
and  the  unanimous  resolution  of  the  House  to  insist  on 
the  execution  of  the  treaty,  were  before  the  world  i  still 
gentlemen  were  ignorant  of  the  whole  aflair,  knd  waited 
for  estimates  from  the  Departments,  and  an  executive 
order.  Journals  on  all  sides  were  calling  on  Congress 
to  place  the  country  in  a  state  of  defence;  the  fire  of 
patriotiam  was  kindled  throughout  the  land,  and  light- 
ing every  spot  in  the  Union,  save  one  dark  chamber, 
into  which  that  light  ^dd  never  penetrate;  there  all 
was  midnight.  ^r 

Other  apologies  are  made  to  the  country,  sir:  estimates 
were  not  submitted  by  the  Department,  and  the  form  of 
the  amendment  waa  unprecedented,  unconstitutional, 
and  monstrous.  I  shall  presently  ahow  on  what  founda- 
tion, legislative  or  historical,  this  latter  objection  rests. 
As  to  the  4»timate,  you  will  recollect  that  you,  as  chair- 
man of  ihe  committee  of  Ways  and  Means^  united  with 
me  in  a  note  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  inquiring  what 
amount  would  be  required,  and  that  bis  answer  was. 
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one  mitlion  for  the  army,  and  tiro  for  the  nary,  inotu- 
ding  fortificatlont,  ordnance,  and  increaae  of  tlie  navy. 
It  waa  upon  that  eatimate  the  propoaed  amendment  was 
founded.  And  now,  sir,  for  thb  formidable  toiend* 
ment(  here  it  if»  lir: 

••And  bt  Ufiirihir  enacM^  That  the  aum  of  three  mil- 
lionaof  dolbra  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appro|>rieted, 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treaaury  not  otherwiae  ap- 
propriated, to  be  expended,  in  whole  or  in  part,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes^ 
for  the  military  and  naval  aerriee,  includinf  fortifications 
and  onlnanee,  and  increase  of  the  navy,  provided  soch 
espcnditures  shall  be  rendered  necessary  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  country  prior  to  the  next  meeting  of  Con- 
gress." 

This  infernal  macliine,  which  waa  to  blow  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  the  constitution,  and  the  Ciovem- 
nent,  to  atoms,  waa  contrived  here,  air,  in  concert  with 
a  former  Representative  from  Virginia,  and  a  member 
of  the  oppoaKion,  a  gentleman  of  the  highest  standing 
fer  ability,  honor,  and  integrity,  and  universally  esteem- 
ed  in  this  House.  I  mean  a  gentleman  who  was  former- 
ly chainnan  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs.  I 
draw  the  section,  and  submitted  it  to  him.  He  proposed 
an  amendment,  and  liere  are  the  words,  "  shall  be  ren- 
dered,'* in  hia  own  handwriting.  As  originally  drawn 
it  reads,  '^provided  he  shall  deem  such  expenditures  ne- 
cessary." As  amended  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
it  was,  * 'provided  such  expenditures  shall  be  rendered 
necessary."  Such,  sir,  was  the  origin  of  the  celebrated 
section  which  startled  the  Senate,  and  shook  the  Gov- 
ernment to  its  foundation. 

And  what,  sir,  waa  the  history  of  this  appropriation' 
I.  propoaed  it  in  the  House  i  it  was  adopted  by  a  large 
majority,  including  aome  fifteen  opposition  votes.  It 
was  sent  to  the  Senate^  and  how  did  they  receive  a  mere 
proposition  to  put  the  country  in  a  state  of  defence, 
should  it  become  necessary?  Waa  it  treated  with  ordi- 
nary respect,  and  referred  to  a  committee?  No.  Waa 
it  exammed  in  form  or  substance?  Waa  the  slightest 
dispoqtion  evinced  to  make  any  contingent  provision  for 
defending  the  countrv  in  case  of  war?  No^  sir;  no  effort 
was  made  to  modify  the  aection  in  form  or  amount^none 
whatever  to  defend  the  country.  The  Senate  aeemed 
outraged  at  the  American  apirit  of  the  Houaei  they  ap«- 
pearM  to  receive  it  aa  a  rebuke  of  their  reaolution  to 
oppose  the  recommendation  of  the  Pre«dent,  and  to  rr • 
iect  every  measure  designed  !*  to  maintain  the  rights  and 
honor  of  the  country."  It  was  not  the  form,  nor  the  ob- 
jeotSA  nor  the  amount,  of  the  appropriation!  it  was  the 
predetermined  resolution  of  the  Senate,  upon  a  question 
between  this  country  and  a  foreign  Power,  to  resist  the 
House,  the  President,  and  the  country.  That  was  the 
origin  of  the  motion  to  reject  the  appropriation,  and  of 
the  violent  and  extraordinary  movement  of  that  body. 
It  was  rejected.  The  House  insisted  on  its  amendment, 
and  sent  the  appropriation  to  the  Senate  a  second  time. 
Had  the  Senate,  even  at  that  hour,  treated  the  House 
with  ordinary  courtesy;  had  it  insisted,  snd  asked  a  con- 
ference, the  bill  and  the  appropriation,  or  a  paK  of  it, 
might  have  been  saved.  Contrary,  however,  to  all  par- 
liamentary usage,  and  animated  by  a  determined  spirit 
of  resistance,  that  body  would  not  condescend  to  ask  a 
conference;  but,  in  the  second  stsge,  adhered  to  its  diss- 

g ■cement,  and  left  the  bill,  appropriation  and  all,  to  their 
te.  When  that  message  was  announced,  I  immediately 
moved  to  adhere;  and  if  thia  House  had  done  itself  jus- 
tice, the  motion  would  have  prevailed.  But  the  motion 
waa  sitperaeded  by  one  to  insist  and  aak  a  oooference. 
The  House  yielded,  and  solicited  a  conference,  notwith- 
standing the  repeated  indignities  of  the  Senate,  and  the 
committee  wss  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House. 
The.  committee  of  conference  waited  only  till  the  mes- 


sage waa  aent  to  the  Senate,  and  to  learn  whether  tbit 
body  had,  on  its  part,  agreed  to  the  conference,  uid 
even  of  that  no  official  notice  was  ever  received.  Intbe 
mean  time,  the  Cumberland  road  bill  was  on  iti  |Mngr, 
and  two  of  the  members  of  the  committee  voted  oo  it 
immediately  before  leaving  the  House. 

The  hour  when  thia  committee  was  appointed  hubceo 
much  discussed,  and  gentlemen  are  appesUng  to  tbtir 
reeoUeetions.  Whatever  confidence  I  may  hare,  ar/n 
their  integrity,  they  must  pardon  me  for  rejecting  their 
testimony,  resting  as  it  does  on  their  memonr  of  the 
transaotiona  of  that  night.  I  rely  on  the  journal  of  tlus 
House,  recorded  as  it  is  by  the  Clerk,  and  corrected  b/ 
the  Speaker,  and  on  the  reports  of  our  proceedingi » 
the  public  joumala.  Theae  prove  unanswerably  ibittbe 
first  busineaa  of  moment  after  the  appointment  of  the 
committee  waa  the  Cumberland  road  bill;  and  ilthoujuli 
that  bill  waa  taken  up  aome  minules  before  13  o'clock^ 
the  ayea  and  noes  occupied  aome  thirty  minatei  or  nort^ 
and  it  did  not  finally  pass  till  after  that  hour. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  mtde  t  sev  dii- 
covery.  The  committee,  it  now  seemsb  bad  tine  io 
wait  till  our  Clerk  could  carry  the  mesage  to  ihe 
Senate,  to  learn  the  Senate'a  agreement  to  the  coofer. 
ence,  to  meet  the  confereea  in  the  other  wing  of  ^ 
Capitol,  debate  and  adjuat  this  most  difficult  comproaie. 
and  return  to  this  Houae  in  time  to  vote  on  tlie  Cunber- 
land  road  bill.  To  aupport  thia  new  and  eitrsordtnuT 
position,  we  are  gravely  referred  to  our  joumti,  coa- 
taining  two  pagea  of  procecdingai  and  what  it  this  bm 
of  buainess  recorded?  Two  reporU  from  tbe  ComO'ttce 
on  Enrolled  Dills!— occupying  probably  two  or  tbite 
minutes,  and  made  undoubtedly  (for  such  reporti  ve 
usually  made  in  that  way,  during  the  last  night  ol  tM 
session)  while  the  Cumberland  road  bill  was  under  eofl- 
aideration.  The  only  other  item  upon  the  jouroii,  loa 
the  only  burfneaainterreninfc  between  theappo:ntneDto^ 

the  committee  and  proceeding  to  the  coniideratioii « 
the  Cumberland  road  bill,  was  the  concurrence  oltu 
House  to  the  Senate's  amendment  to  a  military  bill.  ik 
gentleman  from  Niew  Uampahire  [Mr.HvssAUjw 
myself  left  the  House  aa  soon  aa  we  had  T^conW  w 
votea  againat  the  Cumberland  road  bHI.  But,  ar,  ib^ 
queation  ia  setUed  by  the  Journals  of  the  dsy,  tsd^a 
by  the  journal  of  thia  llooae.  However  it  iwy  «•< "« 
porpoaes  of  gentlemen  to  take  new  gn«n<h^"*rr  i 
deatroy  the  record  of  the  proceedings  of  that  nigh^  ' 
then  stated,  in  the  presence  of  all  the  ^^"Zt!^ 
committee  of  conference,  and  of  the  members  pr»«"j 
what  appears  upon  the  face  of  our  o*'"  i®*''"*^^,;^ 
from  the  vote  on  the  reaolution  granting  «>*P?",i-e 
to  Robert  P.  Letcher,  which  was  decided  at  iw  i 
the  committee  relumed  into  the  House  from  tnej^ 
ference,"  &c.  The  arguments  of  gentlemen  can  ne 
deatroy  the  record.  .._-  of 

I  wiU  now  aak  the  Clerk  to  read  the  V^^r^ 
the  House,  from  the  time  of  the  »Ppo'»n*"*"^.  "i  inirf- 
mittee  till  its  return,  as  reported  lor  the  Nw»»'    - 
ligencer.    The  name  of  Mr.  Hubbard  »  sccKienup; 
omitted  as  a  member  of  the  committee.  ,     ^ 

[The  Clerk  then  read  from  the  Intelligescer  s  ifJJ^ 
count  of  the  proceedings,  from  which  the  loliow»«» 

«« The  motion  to  uk  a  conference  wssagreca  ^^^^ 
Memrs.  Cambreleng  and  Lewis  were  sppoint«»  w'' 
mittee  of  conference  on  the  part  of  the  Hoa***  ^^jy 

«« Mr.  Hardin  uked  if  the  House  was  not  '^  ^ 
dissolved  by  the  expiration  of  the  term  W  w""^ 


Congrese  waa  elected. 


lai 


"  The  Chair  aaid  it  waa  not  a  quesUoo  m  ^ 
the  Chair  could  not  decide  it.  ^     .«  tod  f*^ 

••  The  Cumberland  road  bill  was  tsken  up,  »• 
a  third  time. 
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**  Mr.  McKay  moved  thtt  »  metiage  be  sent  to  the 
other  House,  informing  them  that  this  Houie,  having 
completed  its  buaineas,  is  now  ready  to  adjourn. 

<*  The  Chair  said  the  motion  was  not  in  order,  the 
question  being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

**  The  Clerk  proceeded  to  take  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  passage  of  the  bill  to  continue  and  repair  the  Cum- 
berland roadf  and 

**  Mr.  Oilmer,  when  his  name  was  called,  rose  and 
said  he  considered  that  he  had  no  right  to  vote,  the 
term  for  which  he  was  elected  having  expired  at  twelve 
o'clock  this  nighti  and  he  therefore  declined  voting.*' 

After  the  passage  of  the  Cumberland  road  bill,  the 
report  gives  an  account  of  a  desultory  conversation  be- 
tween the  Chair  and  various  members,  on  the  constitu- 
tional dissolution  of  the  House,  motions  to  adjourn,  Ice. 
The  following  are  further  extracts  from  the  report: 
**  Several  members  addressed  the  Chair. 
**  Mr.  Clay  said  the  motion  to  extend  the  judiciary 
system  was  the  business  next  in  order. 

••  Twenty  members  addressed  the  Chair  at  the  aame 
timet  the  Chair  in  vain  attempting  to  preserve  order. 
*•  The  confusion  in  the  House  increasing, 
•*  The  Chair  called  upon  members  to  aasist  him  in 
preserving  order  and  decorum. 
<«At  length, 

«•  Mr.  J.  T.  Mason  said,  as  the  House  was  about  to 
separate,  he  hoped  they  would  render  an  act  of  simple 
justice  to  one  of  Its  members,  by  passing  the  resolution 
to  pay  the  honorable  Robert  P.  Letcher  his  compensa- 
tion for  the  last  session.  He  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rule  in  order  to  take  up  the  resolution.  The  motion 
wras  agreed  to,  and  the  resolution  proposing  to  direct 
payment  to  Mr.  Letcher,  for  attendance  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, was  read. 

'<  Mr.  Vanderpoel  moved  to  strike  out  ttie  preamblei 
which  was  agreed  to. 

*'  The  question  being  on  motion  of  Mr.  R.  M.  John- 
son to  amend  the  resolution  by  embracing  the  name  of 
Xhoraas  P.  Moore, 

**Mr.  Wilde  moved  the  previous  question  i  which 
was  seconded,  69  to  65. 

"The  main  question  was  ordered,  [on  agreeing  to 
pay  Mr.  I^tcher,]  and  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
when  there  appeared,  yeas  113,  nays  3{  several  mem- 
l>ers  refusing  to  vote,  though  present,  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  past  twelve  o'clock. 

**  No  quorum  voting,  the  resolution  was  lost."] 
Gentlemen  certainly  cannot  object  to  their  own  wit- 
ness, particularly  as  the  evidence  here  extracted  from 
the  Intelligencer  was  published  after  the  first  atuck  ap- 
peared in  that  journal,  charging  the  House  with  the 
loss  of  the  fortifieation  bill,  and  almost  in  the  very  lan- 
l^age  of  a  recent  attack  made  in  the  Senate. 

Such,  Mr.  Speaker,  ia  the  record  of  our  proceedings, 
»9  reported  for  the  Intelligencer.  The  very  first  ques- 
tion noticed  in  that  report,  after  the  committee  was  ap- 
pointed, ia  the  Cumberland  road  bill.  And  on  the  re* 
turn  of  the  committee,  what  was  the  condition  of  the 
House'  The  Chair  calling  upon  members  to  assist  him 
in  preserving  order  and  drcorum^the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  rising  and  nnaking  an  appeal  to  a  Rouse 
<*  which  was  about  to  separate,'*  even  before  the  return 
of  the  committee.  And  yet,  sir,  we  hear  gentlemen 
who  would  sacrifice  the  interest  of  our  country  because 
the  words  "army'*  and  **navy'*  are  inserted  in  an 
amendment — who  are  alarmed  at  the  slightest  deviation 
from  the  most  rigid  constitutional  forms,  denouncing  a 
chairman  of  a  committee  for  not  reporting  and  submit- 
ting an  appropriation  off  800, 000  at  one  in  the  morning 
(for  it  was  near  that  before  the  vote  was  announced  on 
the  Letcher  resolution)  to  the  fragment  of  a  quorum  of 
»  dissolved  body,  in  which  the  Speaker  was  not  able  to 


preserve  order  and  decorum!  Sir,  It  was  at  no  time 
practicable  to  make  the  report  after  the  comsnittee  re- 
turned from  the  conference.  I  returned  to  the  House 
just  in  time  to  record  my  vote  in  favor  of  the  resolution 
to  pay  Mr.  Letcher.  It  was  five-and-twenty  minutea  af- 
ter that  before  the  result  was  announced,  and  it  waa 
known  that  no  quorum  had  voted.  The  question  actu- 
ally before  the  House  then  was:  whether  a  quorum 
could  be  obtained  for  the  purpose  of  passing  the  reso- 
lution to  pay  Mr.  Letcher.  Had  a  quorum  been  obtain- 
ed, the  question  would  have  been  on  that  resolution { 
and,  sir,  had  ten  fortification  bills  been  ready  to  be  re- 
ported, the  friends  of  Mr.  Letcher  never  would  have 
given  way  at  that  hour  of  the  night.  But  no  quorum 
was  ever  obtained  from  that  time  till  the  adjournment 
of  the  House,  and  the  only  motion  in  order  was  a  mo- 
tion to  adjourn.  That  motion  was  made  by  the  gentle- 
man ftt>m  Maine,  [Mr.  Jabtis,]  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  again  ordered.  I  voted  against  adjournment,  still 
anxious  to  obtain  a  quorum,  but  no  quorum  voted. 
Thus,  sir,  was  another  five-and-twenty  mmiites  exhaust- 
ed. Another  struggle  commenced  for  a  quorum,  to 
pass  the  resolution  to  pay  Mr.  Letcher.  Tellers  were 
appointed  to  count  the  House:  the  Speaker  was  re- 
quested to  ascertain  whether  there  was  a  quoram  pres- 
ent. Sir,  it  is  impossible  to  describe  the  scene.  At 
length,  abandoning  all  hope  of  obtaining  a  quorum,  the 
House  prepared  a  second  time  to  adjourn.  A  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  [Mr.  Joxiraoii]  was  permitted  to  re- 
port a  mere  resolution  of  inquiry  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment(  the  gentleman  from  Florida,  [Mr.  Wbiti,]  to  lay 
on  the  table  a  copy  of  an  act  of  that  Territory  i  and  the 
Speaker  asked  leave  to  dispose  of  the  communicationa 
upon  his  table.  On  a  motion  to  print  the  laat  of  these, 
which  waa  «<a  letter  from  the  PostnMster  General,  vin- 
dicating himself  from  aspersions,*'  &c.,  there  waa  no 
quorum  votingi  and,  as  the  journal  sUtes,  the  letter 
*'  was  not  further  acted  on."  Sir^  this  business  prepar- 
atory to  adjournment  was  all  that  was  donft  aner  the 
passage  of  the  Cumberland  road  bill  till  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House  at  about  three  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing. Not  one  dollar  was  voted,  no  amendment  of  the 
Senate  was  agreed  to,  and  no  act  of  any  description  was 
passed,  after  the  passage  of  the  Cumberland  road  bill. 
Nothing  Waa  done  but  to  hear  reporta  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Enrolled  Bills,  and  to  send  and  receive  messages 
to  and  from  the  Senate  and  the  President. 

I  have  been  charged,  Mr.  Speaker,  with  another  ait- 
pardonable  offence.  Although  I  objected  to  measures 
to  compel  others  to  vote  after  13  oxiock,  yet  I  voted 
myself  on  every  question  after  that  hour,  and  even 
against  the  motion  to  adjourn.  Sir,  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  might  have  gone  back  for  fifteen  years^  and 
found  my  name  recorded  on  every  question  till  the  hour 
of  adjournment.  I  believe  that  our  constitutional  term 
does  expire  at  13  o'clock,  but  I  have  had  no  scruples 
about  remaining  and  attending  to  the  cloaing  forms  of 
this  body,  and  even  of  voting  for  laws,  in  eases  of  indi^ 
pensable  necessity.  If  there  is  any  offenee  in  this,  sir, 
I  have  no  apology  but  in  the  universal  usage  of  all  legi*' 
lative  bodiesi  and  I  believe  that  my  opinion  and  my  prac- 
tice have  been  the  opinion  and  practice  of  a  majority  of 
every  Congress  elected  since  the  adoption  of  our  con- 
atitutton.  Whether  after  the  hour  of  twelve  we  have 
a  quorum  or  not,  depends  entirely  upon  the  number  of 
members  who  choose  voluntarily  to  remain  in  session. 

The  gentleman  makes  another  grave  charge— that  we 
had  the  power  to  command  a  quorum,  and  that  the  bill 
was  lost  by  an  intriffue  of  the  friends  of  the  administration 
on  this  floor,  who  declined  voting.  Sir,  I  deny,  utterly 
deny,  that  the  refusal  to  vote  was  a  party  measure,  or  that 
the  want  of  a  quorum  had  any  reference  whatever  to 
the  fortification  bill  or  the  three  millions  appropriation. 
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Wm  the  ffentleman  from  Kentuckyt  [Mr.  HAmsiv,]  who 
ftnt  inquired  *<if  the  Houie  wm  not  Tirtoally  diMolved," 
ft  friend  of  the  adroifiiitrfttion?  Was  the  Kentlenun 
from  Gteorgift,  [Mr.  OiucBm,]  who  declined  voting  on  the 
Cumberhtnd  road  bill,  a  fnend  of  the  administration? 
Was  another  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Jowxa,]  who 
moved  an  adjournment  while  the  conferees  were  still  in 
session,  a  friend  of  the  administration?  Did  these  gen- 
tlemen intrigtie  to  destroy  a  quorum  on  the  fortification 
billi  to  prevent  it  from  reaching  the  President,  to  shield 
him  from  responsibility*  Sir,  the  question  of  a  quorum 
had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  fortification  bill. 
The  struggle  commenced  on  the  Cumberland  road  billi  it 
was  continued  by  members  of  both  parties  on  the  judici- 
ary bill.  Forty  members  had  retired  after  the  passage 
of  the  Cumberland  road  bilh  and  before  the  resohition 
to  pay  Mr.  Letcher  was  called  up,  the  number  was  re- 
duced fr6m  174  to  134.  It  was  the  struggle  between 
the  friends  of  Mr.  Letcher  and  Mr.  Moore  which  de- 
stroyed the  quorum.  Subsequent  to  that,  no  quorum 
could  be  obtained,  even  on  a  motion  to  print  the  Post* 
master  General's  letter  vindicating  himself.  As  well 
•might  it  be  said  that  the  want  of  a  quorum  on  that  prop- 
osition was  owing  to  an  intrigue  among  the  friends  of  the 
ftdministration! 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  was  after  that  vote  had  been  taken 
on  printing  the  Postmaster  General's  letter,  after  the 
Speaker  had  disposed  of  the  business  on  his  table,  pre- 
paratory to  an  adjournment,  and  with  a  perfect  knowl- 
edge, on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  that  the  House  had 
been  more  than  one  hour  in  vain  struggling  for  a  quo- 
rum, and  that  they  were  making  final  preparations  for 
adjournment (  it  was,  sir,  under  such  circumstances,  and 
at  two  in  the  morning,  the  following  extraordinary  res- 
olution was  received  from  the  Senate  of  the  United 
Stalest 

*'Jietolved,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  honorable 
the  House  of  Representatives,  respect  fully  to  remind 
the  House  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference, 
appointed  on  the  disagreeing  voles  of  the  two  Houses  on 
the  amendment  of  the  House  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill  respecting  the  fortifications  of  the 
United  States." 

When  that  message  was  read,  sir,  I  stated,  what  I  now 
repeat,  that,  when  I  came  into  the  House  from  the  con- 
ference, the  Clerk  was  calling  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
resolution  to  pay  Mr.  Letcher,  on  which  there  was  no 
qiiorumf  that,  on  a  subsequent  proposition  to  adjourn, 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  and  again  there  was  no 
quorum.    Under  such  circumstances,  I  did  not  feel  au- 
thorized to  present  to  the  House  an  appropriation  of 
eight  hundred  thousand  dollars.     That  the  House  had 
discharged  its  duty  to  the  country  by  twice  voting  an 
appropriation  of  three  millions  for  its  defence,  which  the 
Senate  had  twice  rejected  i  that  the  bill  was  evidently 
lost,  and  the  Senate  must  take  the  responsibility  of  leav- 
ing the  country  defencelessi  that  it  was  no  longer  in  the 
power  of  the  House  to  compel  members  to  vote,  to  call 
them  here,  or  to  command  a  quorum  t  that  I  did  not  feel 
authoriaed  to  report  the  bill,  situated  as  the  House  was; 
but  that,  if  any  other  member  of  the  committee  of  con- 
ference proposed  to  do  it,  I  should  make  no  objection, 
though  I  believed  auch  a  proposition  utterly  ineffectual 
at  this  time.     Mr.  Lewis  took  the  report,  and,  as  the 
Journal  states,  made  it.     But,  sir,  in  what  manner  did  he 
make  it?    When  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  read  from 
the  journal  the  paragraph  about  the  report,  I  was  aston- 
ished.    When  I  came,  however,  to  examine  that  journsl 
myself,  when  I  observed  a  paragraph  which  had  escaped 
the  vigilant  eye  of  that  gentleman,  my  astonishment 
ceased.     Here  it  is,  sir:  **Tbe  item  proposed  by  the 
conferees,  in  lieu  of  the  amendment  of  the  House,  was 
Iben  read,  and  the  question  was  stated  that  the  House 


do  adopt  the  samei  when  it  was  objected  thstiqnorai 
was  not  present."  We  shall  see,  sir,  who  it  vu  tint 
objected.  **  And  thereupon  Mr.  Csmbrelenf^  and  Mr. 
Lewis  were  appointed  tellers,  to  return  the  Houk;  ud 
the  House  being  counted,  the  tellers  reported  (hiit 
quorum  was  not  present."  Tes,  Mr.  Spetker,  the  tel- 
lers appointed  to  return  the  House  reported  thitiqv- 
rum  was  not  present.  This,  sir,  is  Mr.  Lewii'irepwi 
Was  not  every  member  present  counted,  whether  reJv. 
sing  to  vote  or  not?  If  any  member  bsd  "skulked," 
would  not  Mr.  Lewis  have  reported  that  fict?  But,iir, 
the  journal  does  not  state  the  case  precisely  ts  it  octo- 
red,  though  I  presume  the  officers  of  the  House  frit 
obliged  to  place  the  report  upon  the  journsl  io  n« 
form.  There  appears,  sir,  to  have  been  wme  dwbt 
about  the  fact;  for  the  gentleman  from  Muttchoxtb 
[Mr.  Phillips]  inquired  of  the  Chair  about  it,  indilie 
report  states  that  ••  the  Chair  sUted,  in  reply,  that, » 
he  understood,  the  report  was  made."  [Mr.  Panim 
here  rose  and  stated  that  the  report  was  not  correct;  Oiij 
he  understood  the  Chair  to  reply  that  the  report  U 
not  been  made.]  The  gentleman's  recollection  corre^ 
spends  with  my  own  as  to  the  fact  that  the  report  tfl 
not,  strictly  speaking,  made.  In  sayinij:  thn,  I  bj  » 
means  design  any  imputation  against  the  officers  ottiie 
House.  It  could  not  be  overlooked  in  the  iccooirtoi 
our  proceedings.  But,  sir,  the  Intelligencer*!  repwtfl 
what  actually  occurred  accords  precisely  with  my  pp» 
lection  of  it,  via:  .      , 

*•  Mr.  Lewis  (snother  member  of  the  comn»U<« « 
conference)  took  the  report  from  Mr.  Csrobreleng,  "J 
the  apparent  intention  of  offering  it  to  the  House;  Im^> 
he  6rst  asked  the  Chair"— (for  no  roan  ^^^^[^ 
stands  his  parliamentary  duty)— "he  first  vXtiw 
Chair  whether  there  was  a  quorum  present  or  nrt_ 
There  was  not,  mrt  and  Mr.  Lewis  laid  the  bill  upon uk 
Clerk's  table,  and  there  it  remained.  ,. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  confess  that  when  that  extnordusT 
messsge  was  received  from  the  Scnste— whenve** 
nessed  the  solemn  farce  of  hearing  announced  ign 
messsge  from  that  dignified  body,  rebuking  the  fevnx» 
bers  remaining,  and  who,  it  is  well  known  all  owr  » 
Capitol,  were  taking  steps  preparatory  to  adjournuKJ'* 
felt,  sir,  some  of  the  indignation  so  warmly  "^^P^rS 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adaks<M°'' 
sir,  had  we  then  known,  as  we  have  been  since  «nwr»nw"| 
as  we  are  now,  indeed,  told  bv  honorable  Senator*  «»«■■ 
selves-^-that,  before  that  mesMge  was  sent  to  this  Hw  • 
they  had  received  a  message  from  the  Presdent  oi  ^ 
United  States,  announcing  to  them  that,  as  the  funct^ 
of  Congress  had  ceased,  he  could  receive  no  '^J^J^f  JJJ^ 
munication  from  them — had  we  been  aware  of  J!"     ' 
air,  by  what  name  should  we  have  designsted  tbu" 
ordinary  proceeding?    Might  it  not  have  been  dcnoa^ 
as  a  miserable  artifice,  to  attempt  to  shift  ln«  ^P-,u 
bility  of  leaving  the  country  defenceless  from  the  sew 
to  the  Executive?      All  such  expedienti,  wfi  ^^ 
vain,  as  well  as  all  these  speeches  upon  rj'  f^L^ 
The  country  well  know  where  this  rcsponwbmty  ^^ 
The  story  of  the  three  million  appropriation  a^- 
told.     It  was  the  proposition  of  the  House,  m  P«"J  ^^ 
of  the  President's  message,  and  for  our  countr) 
fence— it  waa  sent  to  the  Senate,  where  it  ^"  ^^0- 
rejected— it  was  sent  there  again  and  •8*'"^    gji,ei 
courteously  returned  to  the  House.    It  then  rt    ^ 
its  death-blow  in  the  Senate,  it  fmgered  'o^st^^   r 
tween  the  two  Houses,  it  perished  in  the  ^^'^^r^M 
conference,  and  its  poor  miserable  remains  ^^^.^^^ 
and  deposited  here,  the  gentlemen  from  Aiaw 
New  Hampshire  and  myself  acting  as  P»'^*J*^?";  been 
But,  sir,  I  dismiss  all  these  deUils,  which  iniT«  ^ 
compelled  to  go  into  in  self-defence.    I  ^°^\l^ 
to  those  great  constitutional  objections  wbicli  w» 
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Senators  btve  urged  agAinst  the  three  million  »ppropria« 
tioiH  proposed  for  our  defence  in  the  contingency  of 
war.  We  hsve  been  toM,  sir^  that  the  amendment  spe- 
cified no  object»^thst  every  thing  was  left  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  President— that  he  could  do  every  thing  touch- 
insf  the  naval  service,  without  control — and  that  he  would 
have  an  absolute  power  to  raise  and  employ  land  forcesi 
and  we  are  asked  whether  our  legislation,  under  our 
constitution,^furnishe8  any  precedent  for  all  this. 

Mr.  Speaker,  these  Ejections  are  made,  and  these 
questions  are  asked,  by  Senators  distinguished  as  states- 
men; gentlemen  of  great  experience,  having  been  in  the 
public  councils  some  twenty  or  thirty  years,  in  peace.and 
in  war.  Such  bold  declarations  of  gentlemen  of  expe- 
rience and  reputation,  though  entirely  unsupported  by 
the  history  of  our  country,  may  sometimes  mislead,  espe- 
cially when  put  forth  with  an  air  of  confidence  and  au- 
thority. 

1'be  history  of  our  legislation,  sir,  is  replete  with  pre- 
cedents, notwithstanding  the  bold  declarations  of  gentle- 
men to  the  contrary.    I  have  in  my  hand  a  list  of  some 
forty  or  fifty,  a  few  of  which  I  will  only  notice.    In  the 
early  history  of  our  legislation,  in  Washington's  adminis- 
tration, aH  our  expenditures  for  the  civil  list  were  in  one 
line,  and  for  the  army  in  another,  without  any  specifica- 
tion whatever.    I  know  that  we  have  long  since  departed 
from  that  rule,  but  I  doubt  a  little  whether  we  have  con- 
aulted  true  economy  by  such  a  course,  for  every  branch 
we  have  lopped  off  has  become  a  treet  till,  finally,  one, 
two,  and  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  have  mounted 
up   to  two  or  three  times  as  many  millions.    Such,  sir, 
are  some  of  the  results  of  too  much  specification. 

On  the  20th  March,  1794,  one  million  of  dollars  was 
placed  at  the  discretion  of  President  Washington,  with- 
oat  specification  of  any  kind  whatever,  to  defray  "any 
expense  which  may  be  incurred  in  relation  to  the  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  foreign  nations." 
In  the  next  administration,  sir,  on  the  3d  of  May,  1798— 
(and,  lest  gentlemen  should  be  alarmed  at  the  period  re- 
ferred to,  I  shall,  before  I  sit  down,  give  them  more  re- 
publican authorities)— in  1798,  sir,  250,000  dollsrs  was 
placed  at  the  discretion  of  President  Adams,  for  certain 
fortifications,  <*  and  to  erect  fortifications  in  any  other 
place  or  places,  as  the  public  safety  shall  require,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  President  of  the  United  Statesi  to  be  erect- 
ed under  his  direction,  from  time  to  time,  as  he  shall 
j  udge  necessary . " 

1798,  May  4.  $800,000  for  cannon,  small  arms,  am- 
munition,  and  military  stores,  for  '<  the  public  safety  and 
defence,  at  the  discretion  of  the  President,"  who  was  by 
the  same  act  authorized  to  establish  armories  and  found- 
ries, &o. 

1798,  May  28.  The  President  authorized  to  raise  ten 
thousand  troops  <*  in  the  event  of  a  declaration  of  war 
against  the  United  States,  or  of  actual  invasion  of  their 
territory  by  a  foreign  Power;  or  of  imminent  danger  of 
Buch  invasion  discovered,  in  his  opinion,  to  exist  before 
the  next  session  of  Congress;"  and  authorized  to  organ- 
ize them  into  corps  of  artillery,  cavalrv,  and  infantry, 
with  a  suitable  number  of  major  generals^  &c. 

1798,  July  16.    ^00,000  for  the  increased  army. 

1799,  March  2.  The  President  authorized  to  raise 
•<  twenty-four  regiments  of  infantij,  a  regiment  and  a  bat- 
talion of  riflemen,  a  battalion  of  artillerists  and  engi- 
neerS}  and  three  regiments  of  cavalfy,  or  such  p^rt  thereof 
aa  he  shall  Judge  necesssry,  in  case  war  shall  break  out 
between  the  United  States  and  a  foreign  European  Pow- 
er, or  in  case  imminent  danger  of  invasion  of  their  terri- 
tory by  any  such  Power  shall,  in  bis  opinion,  be  discov- 
ered to  exist."  Two  millions  appropriated,  and  the 
President  authorized  to  borrow  tlie  money. 

We  now  come  to  the  admhiistration  of  Mr.  Jefferson, 
when,  sir,  I  believe  tlterc  was  no  disposition  to  violate 
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the  constitution,  or  destroy  the  Government  with  the 
battery  of  an  appropriation. 

1803,  February  26.  Two  millions  of  dollars  in  addi- 
tion to  former  appropriations,  without  any  specification 
whatever,  **  for  the  pu^ose  of  defraying  an^  extraordi.» 
nary  expenses  which  may  be  incurred  in  the  intercourse, 
between  the  United  States  and  foreign  nations,"  "  to  be 
applied  under  the  directioir  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statea."    Authorized  to  borrow  the  money/ 

1803,  March  3.  President  authorized,  *<  whenever  he 
shall  judge  it  expedient,"  to  require  of  the  Executives 
of  certain  States  to  organize,  arm,  equip,  and  "  hold  in 
readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning,  a  detachment 
of  militia  not  exceeding  eighty  thousand." 

One  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  pay  and 
subsistence  of  such  as  may  be  wanted,  for  ordnance  and 
other  military  stores,  **  and  for  defraying  such  other  ex- 
penses as,  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  the  President 
may  deem  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  States,  to  be  applied  under  the  direction  of 
the  President." 

1804,  March  26.  For  equipping  such  armed  vessels 
"as  may  be  deemed  requisite  by  the  President,"  and 
for  "  defraying  any  other  expenses  incidental  to  the  in- 
tercourse with  the  Barl)Ar/  Powers,"  against  Tripoli, 
*'  or  any  other  of  the  Barbary  Powers  which  may  commit 
hostilities,"  &c.  Mediterranean  fund  established  by  this 
act:  $1,500,000  appropriated—President  authorized  to 
borrow  it. 

The  following  act  is  so  important,  comprehensive,  and 
indefinite,  and  applies  so  directly  to  the  case  of  secret 
service  money,  (never  contemplated  in  the  appropriation 
last  year,)  that  I  give  the  whole  section.  The  President 
was  also  authorized  to  borrow  the  money. 

1806,  February  13.  That  a  sum  of  two  millions  of 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  towards 
defraying  any  extraordinary  expenses  which  may  be  in- 
curred in  the  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
foreign  nations,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  and  to  be  applied 
under  the  direction  of  (he  President  of  the  United  States, 
who  shall  cause  an  account  thereof  to  be  laid  before  Con- 
gress as  soon  as  may  be. 

1806,  April  18.  The  President  authorized,  «  at  such 
time  as  he  shall  deem  necessary,  to  require  of  the  Execu- 
tives of  the  several  States"  to  organize,  and  **  to  hold  in 
readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning,"  one  hundred 
thousand  militia.     Two  millions  of  dollars  appropriated. 

1808,  February  24.  Thirty  thousand  volunteers,  "  to 
be  called  upon  to  do  military  duty  at  any  time  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  shall  judge  proper."  Fifly 
thousand  dollars  appropriated. 

1808,  January  8.  $1,000,000  for  such  fortifications 
"as  he  may  deem  necessary"  to  repair,  and  for  ''such 
other  fortifications,  &c.,  as  will  sffbrd  more  efi'ectual  pro- 
tection to  our  ports  and  harbors,"  &c. 

We  now  come  down,  sir,  to  Mr.  Madison's  administra- 
tion, and  approach  a  period  with  which  some  of  the  dis- 
tinguished gentlemen  of  the  Senate  must  be  familiar, 
even  if  they  bad  no  hand  in  framing  or  voting  for  these 
laws. 

1809,  January  14.  $750,000  **  for  certain  purposes, 
snd  erecting  such  fortifications  as  may,  in  the  of^inion  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  be  deemed  necessary 
for  the  protection  of  the  northern  and  western  frontiers," 
&c.* 

1811,  March  3.  $131,046  30,  generally,  for  completing 
fortifications. 

1812,  January  14.  $1,50D,000  to  purchase,  under  the 
direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  ordnance, 
ordnance  stores,  camp  equipages,  and  other  quarter- 
master's stores  for  the  army. 

1812,  January  8.     President  authorized,  "  whenever 
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he  thai]  have  latitfaetory  evidence  of  the  aetaal  or 
threatened  invasion  of  any  State,*'  Ice,  to  ratie  tiz  com* 
paniet  of  rangers. 

1813,  March  30.  $50,000  additional,  ''for  the  pur- 
poses of  fortifying  and  defending  the  maritime  frontier 
ofthe  United  States." 

July  5.    #500,000  more. 

The  following  were  appropriations  simply: 

1813,  January  30.  $1,000,000  for  the  military  estab- 
liahmenti  $1,000,000  for  the  naval. 

18t4,  March  9.    $500,000  for  floating  batteries. 

November  15.  $600,000  for  any  number  of  vessels, 
not  exceeding  twenty,  which,  in  the  President's  opinion, 
the  public  service  may  require. 

The  act  of  30th  April,  1816,  appropriates  a  million 
annually,  for  eight  years,  for  the  navy,  and  the  President 
is  authorized  to  build  ships,  or  to  cause  them  to  be  framed, 
bic.(  and  never,  sir,  till  1831,  was  there  an  appropriation 
made  for  fortifications,  except  generally,  and  without 
specification. 

Such,  Mr.  Speaker,  are  some  few  of  the  precedents 
for  appropriations  in  sudden  emergencies,  and  to  pre- 
]>are  our  country  for  the  contingency  of  war.  Instead, 
air,  of  makinff  all  these  objections  to  forms,  instead  of 
resorting  to  all  these  expedients  to  avert  responsibility, 
and  making  unfounded  appeals  to  the  history  of  our 
legislation,  would  it  not  be  more  candid,  more  manly, 
nay,  more  honorable,  sir,  to  take  the  honest  ground 
which  some  gentlemen  have  occupied,  and  say  they 
would  not  make  the  appropriation  through  fear  of  a  war 
with  France^  Sir,  these  timid  counsels  never  have  suc- 
ceeded, and  never  will.  It  was  the  unfortunate  decision 
of  the  Senate,  that  it  was  inexpedient  to  do  any  thing,  that 
produced  the  prompt  rejection  of  the  three  million  ap- 
propriation for  our  national  defence;  it  was  their  unfor- 
tunate and  unchangeable  resolution  to  oppose  the  House, 
the  President,  and  the  country.  France  exulted  at  this 
division  in  our  national  councils;  the  result  it,  the  treaty 
is  not  executed,  and  we  are  now  preparing  for  any 
emergency. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  Senate,  in  former  days,  was  not 
found,  in  any  question  between  our  country  and  a  for- 
eign Power,  uncourteously  and  rudely  resisting  measures 
of  this  House  designed  for  our  national  defence,  in  case 
war  should  come  upon  us  in  the  recess  of  Congress. 
They  did  not  reject  propositions  without  examination, 
and  adhere  without  previous  conference.  They  did  not 
scruple  about  forms,  specifications,  and  estimates  of  De- 
partments, when  called  upon  by  the  President  to  adopt 
measures  *'  to  maintain  the  rights  and  honor  of  the  coun- 
try." 

Dot,  sir,  it  is  time  to  dismiss  this  inquiry.  It  is  a  mat- 
ter of  little  moment  now  to  the  nation  which  House  de- 
stroyed the  three  million  appropriation,  or  who  the  for- 
tification bill.  I  am  glad  to  learn,  from  almost  all  sides, 
that  we  are  now  determined,  in  both  Houses,  to  unite 
with  the  Executive  in  putting  our  country  in  that  strong 
attitude  which  she  ought  to  assume,  whether  we  have 
peace  or  war.  This  is  no  time,  sir,  for  continuing  a  war 
between  the  House  and  the  Senate.  The  crisis  demands 
that  there  should  be  no  diflferences  between  the  different 
branches  of  our  Government.  We  are  in  the  midst  of 
an  Indian  war;  we  are  threatened  with  a  border  war  on 
our  Mexican  frontier;  we  are  engaged  in  a  controversy 
with  one  of  the  most  powerful  nations,  and  the  spales 
are  so  equally  balanced  that  a  feather  would  decide  the 
question  of  peace  or  war.  France  has  told  us  the  con- 
ditions on  which  only  the  treaty  will  be  executed;  she 
now  stands  pledged  to  exact  conditions  which  this  coun- 
try never  will  submit  to,  though  it  should  be  desolated 
from  Maine  to  Louisiana.     I  am  still  not  without  hope  of 

Eeace;  but  when  a  French  fleet  is  abroad  upon  the  At- 
intic,  it  is  not  a  time  to  inquire  about  lost  appropriations. 


We  should  be  looking  promptly  to  measurei  of  defeitt; 
we  should  be  developing  the  vast  resources  oroareooi' 
try,  and  erecting  upon  the  ruins  of  our  fortificatkay 
a  fobric  of  defence  which  will  do  honor  to  thii  Consia- 
Let  us  arm  our  fortifications,  multiply  our  itcta  bltt^ 
ries,  and  in  leas  than  twelve  months  put  upon  theoeai, 
aa  our  great  maritime  resooreea  will  ensble  i»to<ifl,i 
fleet  capable  of  auceenfttlly  contending  with  tbeuni 
power  of  France  or  of  any  other  nation. 

When  Mr.  CAKamaLXve  had  concluded^ 

Mr.  REED  rose  and  saidi^  I  feel  embsrrsMed  in  Has; 
to  address  the  House  on  the  present  occaiion.  Tk 
subject  is  painful,  but  I  am  allowed  no  ehoicfiinil 
proceed,  without  introduction,  to  state  sach  bcuni 
deem  important  and  relevant,  concisely  and  plainlj. 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  at  the  coDmei» 
ment  of  the  present  session  of  Congresi,  alludes  lotk 
loss  of  the  fortification  bill  in  the  following  vordsj 

'*  Much  loss  and  inconvenience  have  been  experieioN 
in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  the  bill  contuoin^ 
ordinary  appropriations  for  fortifications,  which  ptw 
one  branch  of  the  national  Legislature  at  the  iut  k«m> 
but  was  lost  in  the  other.  This  failure  vai  the  nffe 
regretted,  not  only  because  it  necesarily  interwpW 
and  delayed  the  progress  of  a  system  of  nstional  Adef, 
projected  immediately  af^er  the  last  war,  wd  si© 
steadily  pursued,  but  alao  because  it  contained  t  (»Dt» 
gent  appropriation,  inserted  in  accordance  with  t» 
views  of  the  Executive,  in  aid  of  this  important  object. 
and  other  branches  of  the  national  defence,  tone  pQr| 
tions  of  which  miglit  have  been  most  usefully  >p|w<^ 
during  the  past  season.*'  ,  «  ■  \ 

The  complaint  is  somewhat  indefinite,  (nid  w-t,) 
aa  the  bill  referred  to  paaaed  both  Houses  of  Osam 
but  not  in  concurrence.  I  presume  it  was  '"**[|^ 
make  the  charge  against  the  Senate.  Thoogh  reqjeci- 
ful  in  form,  it  is  a  grave  and  weighty  charge.  Appro- 
priations were  not  made.  We  did  some  thing*  we  am 
not  to  have  done,  and  left  undone  many  t^mgi  *™J 
we  ought  to  have  done.  I  hold  the  Preiideai  hjuf 
deeply  implicated,  and  will  not  therefore  va'^T. 
charge.  But  I  will  suppose  the  charge  comes froji^ 
people  of  the  United  States,  and  then  I  hold  mp 
bound  to  render  an  account  of  my  stewardship  w^ 
constituents  and  country.  I  will  consider  ^^^[^ 
as  made  against  the  Government— the  PrMtnU^j 
and  House  of  Representatives.  I  plead  not guit7|>^ 
mean  to  exculpate  myself.  1  intend  to  do  "?J*^'V  „ 
inate  others,  and  fix  upon  them  the  g;"'"'-'?.^^ 

Suilt  there  may  be,  of  defeating  the  passage  of  tw  «^ 
cation  bill.   I  charge  the  defeat  of  that  bill  to tbernj 
ident,  or  a  majority  of  the  House  of  RepresentitrTo 
the  last  Congress,  being  administration  men. 

In  examining  this  painful  subject,  I  d«««^"5  Jj^, 
testimony  to  the  truth— to  state  what  I  saw,  *^r^ 
and  know.    I  intend  to  express  my  opinion  upon 
ject  frankly,  firmly,  and  temperately.  .  ^„f  o 

The  President,  in  his  message  at  the  opemr*^'^ 
gress,  in  December,  1834,  ^^^^^^:Z»^ 
and  it  did  not  give  an  uncertain  sound.    « "^ 
are  his  words:  ,Ktto 

••It  is  my  conviction  that  the  United  States  ^g^ 

insist  on  a  prompt  execution  of  the  ^^^V*  ""^'jntheif 
it  be  refused,  or  longer  delayed,  take  r^^L^^ 
own  hands.  After  the  delay,  on  the  part  or  '  ^^^ 
a  quarter  of  a  century,  in  acknowledging  «".^,5f 
by  treaty,  it  is  not  to  be  tolerated  «h»^»"°^^  ,?theP«r 
a  century  is  to  be  wasted  in  negotiaUng  aboui  ^^  ^ 
ment.  The  laws  of  nations  provide  a  '«"!*?^  jn,eri»- 
occasions.  It  is  a  well-settled  principle  or  i"  .^ 
tional  code,  that  where  one  nation  owes  •"o*";'  .,  the 
ted  debt,  which  it  refuses  or  neglects  ^.»JJflj» 
aggrieved  party  may  seise  on  the  property  w 
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the  other,  its  citizens,  or  subjects,  sufficient  to  pay  the 
debt,  without  pving  just  cause  of  war.  This  remedy 
has  been  repestedly  resorted  to,  snd  recently  by  France 
herself  towards  Portugal,  under  circumstances  less  un- 
questionable.'* 

The  President's  advice  and  recommendation,  if  not 
war  direct,  could  not  fail  to  result  in  war  with  France. 
What  man  believes  we  could  have  made  reprisal,  or 
seized  upon  a  single  ship  of  France,  without  producing 
war?  A  powerful  nation  may  seize  upon  the  property 
of  a  feeble  and  timid  one,  by  way  of  reprisal,  without 
resistancet  but  not  so  as  to  France.  The  messsge  was 
»  war  message,  and  notified  us  to  make  the  necessary 
preparation.  But  I  desire  to  thank  God  our  voices  were 
not  for  war. 

This  message  was  referred  to  the  appropriate  commit- 
tees. What  was  had  upon  the  subject?  What  prepa- 
rations snd  what  appropriations  did  the  committees  pro- 
pose for  fortifications  and  for  defence^ 

I  hold  the  bill,  called  the  fortification  bill  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  in  my  hand.  It  proposed  to  appro- 
priate for  fortifications,  in  all,  the  sum  of  1439,000. 
The  journal  of  the  House  states: 

«*Mr.  Edward  Everett  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  these  words,  viz: 

••  For  the  preservation  of  Castle  Island  and  repairs  of 
Fort  Independence,  in  addition  to  the  balance  of  former 
appropriations,  $8,000,  and,  io  lieu  thereof,  insert  the 
following,  viz: 

*•  For  the  preservation  of  Castle  Island,  and  for  re- 
pairing the  fortifications  on  Castle  Island,  in  Boston  har- 
bor, according  to  the  plan  adopted  by  the  board  of  en- 
gineers on  the  34th  of  March,  1834^  in  addition  to  the 
balance  of  former  appropriations,  175,000." 

That  all  the  forces  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
might  be  rallied,  we  had  a  «*ca1l  of  the  House,"  and 
then  the  vole  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays:  for  the  amend- 
ment 87,  against  it  130.  These  yeas  and  nays  are  in  the 
journal  of  the  House  of  Representativef,  page  335.  Few 
administration  men  can  be  found  among  the  yeas.  The 
chairnMn  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  [Mr. 
Polk,]  and  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs  himself,  who  figured  so  much  in  the  three  mil- 
lion amendment,  are  among  the  navs.  They  and  others 
would  not  consent,  notwithstanding  the  threatening 
aspect  of  war,  to  appropriate  #75,000  for  the  defence 
and  protection  of  the  harbor  of  Boston,  and  Boston  itself, 
and  the  immense  public  property  at  the  navy  yard  at 
Cbarlestown. 

We  of  Massachusetts,  and  those  who  acted  with  us, 
were  accused  of  extravagance  and  profusion  for  pursu- 
ing a  course  that  would  increase  the  expenditures,  and 
render  the  administration  unpopular.  There  was  no 
predisposition  to  the  three  milnon  sppropriation  at  that 
tinne,  or  the  money  was  intended  for  a  very  different 
.object  from  that  of  the  defence  of  Massachusetts  and 
Maryland,  &c. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  McKix]  moved 
to  amend  the  bill  by  adding,  •*  for  the  repair  of  Fort 
McHenry,  at  Baltimore,  and  putting  the  nme  in  a  proper 
atate  of  defence,  $50,000."  The  yeas  and  nays  upon 
this  amendment  were— yeas  66,  nays  139 1  and  gentlemen 
voted  as  on  the  former  amendment.  The  mover, 
thouffh  a  good  administration  man.  In  the  present  case 
fared  no  better  than  others.  Impartial  injustice  was 
dealt  out  to  all  propositions  for  amendment. 

Again:  Mr.  Thompson  moved  an  amendment,  *<viz: 
$44,000  for  the  protection  of  St.  Augustine."  For  the 
amendment — ^ycM  67,  nays  115.  This  happened  on  the 
15th  January,  about  45  days  before  the  memorable  3d 
of  March,  when  $800,000  (in  addition  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  doubling  the  appropriation  of  the 
House)  was  pronounced  by  the  Secretary  of  State  (Mr. 
Forsyth)  to  be  a  "pitiful  sum." 


Another  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Parker,  on  the  19th 
January,  to  strike  out  '*  For  a  fort  on  Throgg's  Neck, 
East  river.  New  York,  (in  addition  to  a  balance  of  for- 
mer appropriations,)  $iS0,O0O."  The  yeas  and  nays 
were— yeas  86,  nays  113.  The  bill  passed  precisely  as 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  We 
m  the  minority  (said  Mr.  R.)  were  not  allowed  to  in- 
crease the  amount  a  single  dollar.  The  bill,  having 
passed  the  House  of  Representatives,  was  sent  to  the 
Senate.  How  did  the  Senate  treat  the  bill?  Did  they 
attempt  to  reduce  the  amount  proposed  by  the  House  f 
No.  And  yet  one  not  informed  upon  the  subject  might 
well  be  led  to  think  so,  from  the  complaints  from  vari« 
ous  quarters  that  the  Senate  defeated  the  ordinary  ap- 
propriationa  for  fortifications.  On  the  contrary,  toe 
Senate  considered  the  bill  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives as  whollv  inadequate  and  deficient,  in  not  provi- 
ding for  the  defence  of  the  most  important  and  defence- 
less parts  of  the  country.  Their  amendments  to  the  bill 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  were  essential  to  the 
defence  of  the  country—^so  alUimportant.  that  I  name 
them  particularly,  viz: 
For   Fort    Delaware,    instead    of  $70,000, 

$150,000|  being  an  addition  of  -  •    $80,000 

For  Fort  Mifflin,  8cc.      -  75,000 

For  Castle  IsUnd,  See.     -  -  -      75,000 

For  defence  of  Marybind,  -  -     100,000 

For  armament  of  fortifications,      -  i     100,000 


Amounting  to 


$430,000 


The  bill  was  returned  from  the  Senate  with  the  above 
amendments;  and,  being  so  amended  and  returned  to 
this  House,  it  was  absolutely  within  the  power  and  con- 
trol of  this  House.  We  had  only  to  adopt  the  amend- 
ments, and  the  bill  would  have  become  a  law,  with  the 
signature  of  the  President.  In  that  event,  we  should 
have  added  to  our  appropriation  of  -  $439,000 

The  further  sum  of         -  -  -    430,000 


Amounting  to 


$869,000 


AH  for  fortifications,  except  $100,000  for  armament  fi>r 
fortifications.  By  the  Senate's  amendment,  several 
States  were  to  be  protected  and  fortified.  But  this 
House  neglected  and  refused  to  pass  the  bill,  and  were 
therefore  guilty  of  defeating  the  ordinary  appropriation 
bill  for  fortifications,  and  ought  honestly  to  acknowl- 
edge it,  and  justify  themselves  as  far  as  they  may  be 
able. 

The  House  of  Representatives  of  the  laat  Congress 
most  be  responsible  for  the  consequences.  I  speak  of 
the  ordinary  appropriations.  The  extraordinary — the 
three  millions^-I  will  consider  by  and  by.  The  Presi- 
dent very  justly  makes  the  distinction  in  his  charge t  and 
I  intend  to  make  it,  and  keep  it  distinctty  in  view, 
though  the  resolution  we  are  considering  proposes  to 
inquire  as  to  the  cause  of  the  failure  of  the  ordinary  ap- 
propriations only. 

Although  this  bill  was  perfectly  familiar  to  this 
House— our  own  child— we  could  not  adopt  U  with  the 
Senate's  amendments.  We  took  time  to  consider^  in  a 
session  of  93  days,  when  there  was  no  time  to  be  lost. 
The  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  that  every  dollar  of  appropriation  should  be 
scanned  and  scrutinized,  that  not  a  brick  or  stone  should 
be  laid  upon  our  fortifications,  unless  it  were  absolutely 
required,  and  the  cost  counted.  But  the  committee 
would  not  consent  to  approprmte  for  Massachusetts, 
Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  k,c*  They  reported 
amendments  to  the  Senate's  amendments,  and  the  bill 
was  reported  to  the  House,  with  the  amendmentii,  on 
the  3d  day  of  March)  but  the  House  finally  agreed  to 
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the  amend aentt  of  the  Senate.  What  next?  At  8 
-o'clock  on  the  3d  of  March,  the  last  ni|fht  of  the  sea- 
iion,  atUl  holding  and  detaining  the  fortification  bill  in 
our  poneaMon,  an  amendment  waa  proposed  of  an  en- 
tire new  section.  It  deserves  not  the  name  of  amend- 
ment. It  was  a  proposition,  at  that  late  hour,  entirely 
to  change  a  bill  we  had  been  examining  for  months.  It 
was  in  the  following  words: 

"  Jnd  be  it  enaeUd^  &e..  That  the  aitm  of  three  mil- 
liona  of  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropri- 
ated, out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  to  be  expended,  in  whole  or  in  part,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  military  and  naval  service,  including  fortifica- 
tions and  ordnance,  and  increase  of  the  navy:  Provided^ 
Such  expenditure  should  be  rendered  necessary  for  the 
defence  of  the  country  prior  to  the  next  meeting  of 
Congress." 

This  amendment  was  proposed  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs.  The  appropriate  Com- 
mittees on  Military  Affairs  and  Naval  Affairs,  and  even 
Ways  and  Meant,  were  all  superseded.  The  three  million 
amendment  came  upon  usassudden  as  a  thunderbolt,  with- 
out report,  or  estimate,  or  explanation.  We  were  called 
upon  to  vote.  There  was  no  time  for  debate;  and  all 
we  could  do  was  to  call  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  record 
our  names  upon  the  journal.  Well  might  we  be  aston- 
ished {  and  our  astonishment  was  not  a  little  increased  to 
see  the  very  men,  chairmen  and  all,  who  would  not  con- 
sent to  add  $175,000  to  defend  two  of  the  principal 
cities  in  the  Union  in  an  exposed  and  defenceless  state, 
ready  in  a  moment  to  vote  three  millions.  But  so  it 
was.  And  we  Representatives,  not  intrusted  with  ex- 
ecutive secrets,  were  left  to  wonder  what  could  have 
produced  so  sudden  and  extraordinary  a  change.  The 
tables  were  turned.  Profusion  and  extravagance  took 
the  place  of  paraimony,  and  precipitation  that  of  tardy 
delay.  I  repeat,  without  stopping  to  deliberate,  for  we 
had  no  time,  we  voted  and  adopted  the  three  million 
section,  and  called  it  an  amendment  to  the  bill.  It 
passed:  Yeas  109,  nays  77.  We  then  sent  the  bill  so 
amended,  to  the  Senate,  for  their  approval.  And  here, 
give  me  leave  to  say,  it  is  all-important  to  the  correct 
understanding  of  tbia  controversy  to  inquire  at  what 
hour  we  sent  it  to  the  Senate.  We  sent  the  bill,  to  the 
Senate  at  eight  o'clock  P.  M.,  four  hours  onlv  before 
the  close  of  the  session,  according  to  the  opinions  of 
some  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Well  might  the  Senate  be  utonished.  But  we  are  told 
that  *<  the  Senate  did  not  receive  it  in  good  temper." 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  CAvamaLXKo,] 
who  just  closed  his  speech,  has  tendered  what  he  calls 
the  true  issue,  and  it  is  this:  **  Who  defeated  the  three 
million  appropriation.^"  intended,  as  he  says,  to  provide 
for  a  contingent  war.  I  must  remind  the  gentleman  that 
he  has  wholly  forgotten  the  resolution  we  are  discuss- 
ing. The  resolution  proposes  to  inquire  into  the  cauaes 
of  the  failure  of  the  ordinary  appropriation  for  fortifica- 
tions. Surely  the  three  millions  was  not  ordinary,  but 
.  most  extraordinary.  I  will  examine  that  subject  before 
•  I  sit  down. 

The  President  secretly  and  improperly  interfered,  to 
.  induce  the  House  of  Representatives  to  act  '*in  accord- 
ance with  the  will  of  the  Executive.'!  We  have  Just 
learned  in  I hia  debate  that  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  (Mr.  Polk]  was  an  agent  to  that 
effect,  and  enjoined  secrecy  upon  some,  at  least,  of  those 
whom  he  informed  that  the  President  wished  to  obtain 
the  three  million  appropriation.  The  then  chairman 
(now  Speaker)  being  called  upon,  has  stated  it  from 
his  chair  publicly,  and  it  has  been  publicly  confirmed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  La  a.]  The  Presi- 
dent, in  so  do'uig,  greatly  erred.     There  can  be  no  jus- 


tification for  such  aecret  interfereaee  and  infloeice » 
this  House.  I  saw  we  were  swiftly  swept  aloog  tpidt 
the  apparent  cmrrent,  by  a  strange  undertow,  the  gmr 
unaeen  and  unknown.  Those  who  woold  not  vote  fcr 
$50,000,  or  175,000,  in  addition  to  the  #439,000,  *eR 
now  ready  for  three  millions;  and  ready  to  deMowe 
any  man  as  regardleaa  of  bis  country's  danger  ind  can- 
try 's  honor  who  would  refuse  to  vote  for  tbt  ssn. 

The  proposition  to  annex  a  aection  to  tbeippnp 
tion  bill  for  fortificatwna,  of  three  milliofii,  wtsiBoita 
traordinary.  The  President  had  not  recoonendediL 
The  Committee  of  Wayi  and  Means  had  not  ezunediL 
There  waa  no  report  or  any  committee  in  km  of  k;  k 
estimate  from  any  bodyi  no  specification;  no  preccdot 
The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Caxiiib»j 
has  just  read  a  number  of  cases  which  he  oooiidenpit- 
cedents  cases  of  general  appropriatioos  of  money  tsi 
considerable  amount.  I  have  now  no  opportuut;  to  a- 
amine  the  cases  he  has  referred  to.  They  mcsi  lU  ta 
be  of  ancient  date,  and  most  of  them  specific  Hkoc 
mainly  reUed  upon  is  that  of  two  millioni,  in  1806»  ud 
which  the  gentleman  inferma  ua  b  «'  so  importui,  c* 
prehensive,  and  indefinite,  and  applies  so  directly  to tte 
case."  If  my  recollection  be  correct,  thst  tppnp 
tion  was  called  «« secret  service  money,"  put  mto  tie 
hands  of  the  President  to  purchase  Fkiridi.  There  ws, 
I  think,  at  the  tme,  kmd  complaint  against  ihf^ 
priation.  It  was  answered,  that  the  object  of  tbe  i^ 
propriation  must  be  kept  a  secret,  or  the  P^T*/* 
which  it  waa  appropriated  would  be  defeated.  D« 
the  gentleman  view  that  case  like  the  one  we  irtea- 
sidering?  Waa  the  three  millions  of  last  year,  ^ 
to  be  added  to  the  fortHiCatloo  bill,  conaidwd  >«« 
aervice  money?  I  defy  the  gentleman  to  and* » 
like  the  three  million  proposition  of  lait  year,  j" 
history  of  our  legislation  does  not  furnish  it,  in  vf^ 
ion— an  appropriation  of  such  vast  amount,  made  wiuw- 
time  for  examination  and  without  specification. 

The  three  million  amendment  was  ^f^f'^^ 
the  notice  of  Congreaa  six  houin  only  before  two" 
of  the  session,  without  report,  or  time  for  ex»o«*r 
discussion.  Sir,  for  such  a  precedent  I  »™^?""f  !^ 
gentlemen  will  aearch  in  vmin.  Things  oa9>>*  "^Tie 
be.     We  are  bound  to  examine  and  comnler  bewit^ 

decide  such  important  subjects,  and  'J^^l'^Xtiid 
large  sums.    We  want  time,  and  fiicts,  and  atimiKJ^ 

specifications;  and  we  ought  not  to  act  in  Ibedarii 

the  influence  or  dictation  of  any  man.  ^ ,  im. 

But  my  colleague  [Mr.  Abams]  I»«  ^•»*^^;!!1L 
Bon  and  foundation  for  the  three  roiHwn  *PV^^^ 
to  me  aa  novel  and  extraordinary  as  wm  w^PJ^ob 
for  the  appropriation  itaelf.     It  was,  he  saw,  »<«"^ 
hia  resolution;  which  I  will  consider  ***l**vjL-ioii,tli« 

In  presenting  the  resolution  now  ^"iJ^'^TTf  fitto 
gentleman  from  Maasachusetts,  my  ^^P^Vjlea,id 
indulge  in  a  course  of  remarks  wholly  unlooltea 

of  the  most  painful  character.  .... :« the  it- 

The  resolution  is  one  of  inquiry;  iu  objew"  ^ 

certainment  of  facta;  it  asks  a  special  coam^^  ^^^ 

usage  of  this  House,  slumkl  the  '««>**{J*®"^olIe< 
vcr  would  be  appointed  chairman.  But  w  ^^ 
[Mr.  Abaiis]  has  seen  fit  togirea  ««[»"^**°lieto!« 
history  of  what  he  supposes  facl^  in  *?f;  V^i  teinp«f ''' 
invesUgated.  He  has  done  H  in  a  ■P'P^  "rtjality*  *'** 
calculated  to  inap'ire  confidence  in |jj""W^ or j«»** 
it  necesaary,  or  expedient,  or  c^'"'"'**"? -^le  to**'* 
ble,  to  use  $uch  language  of  violence  »^  i 
Senators  and  the  Senate  of  the  United  S»^'JL,q»].  9f 
The  rule  in  what  is  called  J«fi«[^"  u  of  ord^  "^ 
book  of  rulea,  is  as  follows:  "It  it  f  ^^u.^^ 
debate  to  notice  what  has  been  mid  "P^/^ "  teiori^ 
iect  in  the  other  House,  or  the  P*'!*"^  each  fl<^ 
jorities  on  it  there;  because  the  opinion  oi 
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should  be  left  to  iu  own  indeptDdenoy,  not  to  be  inAu- 
enced  by  the  proceedings  of  the  otheri  and  the  quoting 
-them  might  beget  reflections  letding  to  a  misunderstand* 
jDg  between  the  two  Houses."  This  rule  is  not  an  emp- 
ty form.  How  all-important  to  maintain  kind  and  re- 
0pectful  feelings  between  two  bodiesb  who  roust  act  in 
.unison,  or  the  operations  of  the  Government  must  cease! 
IVith  this  rule  before  him,  and  with  strong  and  reiterated 
professions  of  a  desire  to  promote  harmony  between  the 
diflferent  departroente  of  the  Government,  my  colleague 
•has  quoted  in  this  debate  the  votes  and  qieeohes  of  Sen- 
ators, and  denounced  the  Senate  with  unmeasured  se- 
verity, and  thereby  violated  most  palpably  the  rule  above 
named,  and  set  at  naught  all  his  professions  in  favor  of 
barmony  and  a  good  understanding.  His  speech  is  a 
|BCX»r  commentary  upon  his  professions,  and  I  listened  to 
it  with  regret  and  pain. 

My  colleague,  throughout  his  speech,  has  had  much 
to  say  about  man-worship*  I  never  heard  him  accused 
of  that  idolatry.  But  there  is  another  kind  of  idolatry, 
of  which,  perhaps,  some  are  in  more  danger— I  mean 
the  worship  of— what  my  colleague  was  pleased  to  call, 
a  few  days  since,  in  this  House— our  noble  selves. 

Next  to  being  right,  we  all  desire  to  be  consistent. 
Xhat  desire  is  lawful  and  commendable;  but  we  are  in 
danger  of  putting  the  consistent  before  the  right,  and 
that  is  a  sore  evil  under  the  sun. 

My  colleague,  in  his  speech,  in  reference  to  the  forti- 
fication bill,  1st,  defended  himself  throughout.     Of  this 
I  do  not  complain.    I  mean  to  imitate  him.    2dly.  He 
defended  the  majority  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
even  when  opposed  to  himself.    3dly.  He  defended  the 
conduct  of  those  who  urged  constitutional  scruples  in 
opposition  to  him,  and  his  opinions,  in  relation  to  the 
hour  of  adjourning,  and  who  broke  up  a  quorum,  and 
defeated  the  bill.  But  my  colleague  [Mr.  Adams]  is  very 
•  indignant  at  two  things:  1st.    An  expression  used  by 
a  distinguished  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Wbb- 
sTxa,]  who,  after  showing,  in  an  able  an  masterly  argu- 
ment, the  unconstitutionality,  danger,  and  inexpediency, 
of  Toting  for  the  section  proposed  by  tlie  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, "  adding  the  three  millions,  ''observed,  "if 
.the  proposition  were  now  before  us,  and  the  guns  of  the 
enemy  were  battering  against  the  walls  of  the  Capitol, 
I  would  not  agree  to  it."    And  he  immediately  adds, 
**the  people  of  this  country  have  an  interest  and  prop- 
.  erty,  an  inheritance,  in  this  instrument,  (the  constitu- 
tion,) against  the  value  of  which  forty  Capitols  do  not 
weigh  the  twentieth  part  of  one  poor  scruple." 

My  colleaji^e  quoted  the  first  sentence,  and  used  lan- 
fpiage  in  reference  to  the  quotation,  and  in  reference  to 
the  great  and  distinguished  man,  the  author  of  those  | 
remarks,  which  I  will  not  repeat,  wholly  unjustifiable, 
.  and  without  foundation.     But  I  stop  hot  to  eulogize  or 
defend  the  distinguislied  individual  referred  to.     He 
needs  not  my  aid.    1  merely  ask  my  colleague  why 
.  he  did  not  quote  the  argument  of  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  why  he  selected  a  single  isolated  sen- 
tence?   I  ask  my  colleague,  \i  he  had  entertained  the  < 
same  opinions   as  did    the  Senator  referred  to,  that 
the  <*  three  million  section  was  unconstitutional,  inexpe- 
.  ^ent,  and  of  most  dangerous  tendency,"  whether  he 
.  would  have  voted  for  it  to  save  the  Capitol  or  his  own  life? 
The  other  thing  that  excited  my  colleague's  hot  dit- 
.  pleasure  wai^  a  resolution  sent  by  the  Senate  to  the 
.  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  3d  of  March,  as  fol- 
lows, viz: 

•^Ruokedt  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  honorable 
the  House  of  RepresenUtives,  respectfully  to  remind 
the  House  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference 
appointied  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
on  the  amendment  of  the  House  to  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate  to  the  bill  respecting  the  fortifications  of  the 
United  States." 


And  my  colleague  makes  the  following  comment: 
'<  When  that  message  was  delivered,  he  must  confess, 
if  ever  a  feeling  of  shame  and  of  indignation  had  filled 
his  bosom,  it  was  at  that  moment.  He  felt  it  as  an  insult 
to  the  immediate  representatives  of  the  people;  and  if 
it  had  been  sent  at  a  moment  when  the  House  yet  ex- 
isted, with  the  power  to  resent  unprovoked  insult,  he 
verily  believed  that,  imitating  the  example  of  our  Con- 
gress in  a  somewhat  similar  case,  during  the  revolution- 
ary war,  he  should  have  moved  that  a  message  be  sent 
by  two  members  of  the  House  to  cast  the  Senate's  mes- 
sage on  their  floor,  and  tell  them  that  it  was  not  the 
custom  of  the  House  to  receive  insolent  messages.  It 
was,  perhaps,  well  that  he  had  no  opportunity  to  give 
vent  to  those  feelings." 

The  above  message  was  sent  after  finxious  waiting  in 
the  Senate  to  hear  from  the  House  of  Representatives. 
The  conference  committee  had  separated,  and  the  Sen- 
ate's committee  bad  long  before  reported  to  the  Sen- 
ate, but  nothing  was  heard  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. Waa  there  just  occasion  for  such  a  burst  of 
indignation  ««  my  colleague  describes,  and  which  agi- 
tated his  breast,  and  urged  him  to  do  that  which,  if 
done,  must  have  dishonored  both  him  and  the  House 
of  Representatires?  And  yet  he  Ukes  frequent  occa- 
sion to  compUin  of  the  Senate  that  they  received  the 
amendment  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  bad 
temper. 

I  was  here,  Mr.  Speaker,  upon  that  abasing  and  mor- 
tifying occasion.  It  wss  a  painful  night.  Though  sub- 
ject to  like  passions  as  other  men,  I  desire  to  be  thank- 
ful that  I  was  not  on  that  occasion  so  filled  with  «'  anger 
and  indignation."  I  felt  humbled  by  the  gross  miscon- 
duct of  some  in  this  House.  I  saw  thinp  here  that 
were  wrong  and  wholly  unjustifiable;  and  if  I  felt  anger 
rising  in  my  breast,  that  feeling  was  tempered,  modera- 
ted, and  represied,  by  the  high  and  responsible  obliga- 
tions of  duty  to  my  country.  These  obligations  had  an 
influence  paramount  to  passion.  I  was  for  the  for- 
tification bill.  I  was  for  substance,  and  not  form.  I 
was  not  for  war  with  the  Senate,  but  for  the  defence  of 
the  country. 

I  beg  for  a  moment  to  consider  certain  resolutions 
which  are  supposed  to  materially  affect  the  present  con- 
troversy: I  refer  to  resolutions  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Aflkirs,  reported  to  this  House  on  the  27th  of 
February,  four  days  only  before  the  close  of  the  session. 
These  were  the  war  resolutions,  the  foundation  of  the 
three  million  appropriation. 

On  the  2d  day  of  March,  late  in  the  day,  the  war  res- 
olutions of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Aflairs  were 
brought  before  the  House  by  a  motion  of  the  chairman 
[Mr.  CAMaazLBire]  to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  This  motion,  as  every  body  knows,  was  made 
to  facilitate  and  hasten  the  adoption  of  those  resolutions. 
The  vote  was  taken  by  ayes  and  noes:  Ayes  104,  noes 
9i.  The  administration  party  were  too  strong;  we 
were  beaten.  How  did  we  vote?  Was  my  colleague, 
then,  in  favor  of  passing  resolutions  as  the  foundation  of 
war  appropriations?  No:  he  voted  with  us.  But  the 
committee  were  dischsvged,  and  the  resolutions  were 
brought  before  the  House;  and  the  journal  states  the 
House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  said 
reports,  viz:  the  reports  of  the  msjority  and  the  minori- 
ty; and  the  resolutions  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee were  read,  as  follows.  I  here  read  from  the  jour- 
nal, page  496: 

'*  1.  Eetobfedt  That.it  would  be  incompatible  with  the 
righta  and  honor  of  the  United  States  further  to  nego- 
tiate in  relation  to  the  treaty  entered  into  by  France  on 
the  4th  of  July,  1831;  and  that  this  House  will  insist 
upon  its  execution  as  ratified  by  both  Governments. 
**2.  Hooked,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Af- 
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fairs  be  diicbarged  from  the  further  connderation  of  ao 
much  of  the  President's  message  as  relates  to  commer- 
cial  restrictions^  or  to  reprisals  on  the  commerce  of 
France. 

"  3.  Beaoked,  That  contingent  preparation  ought  to 
be  made  to  meet  any  emergency  growing  out  of  our  re- 
lations with  France. 

**  Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams^  on  the  37tb  February, 
ultimo,  proposed  to  amend  said  resolutions*  br  stri- 
king out  all  thereof  after  the  word  Reaohedf  in  the  first 
resotution,  and  inserting  the  following: 

•*  1.  Buohed^  That  the  rights  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  to  indemnity  from  the  Government  of 
France,  stipulated  by  the  treaty  concluded  at  Paris  on 
the  4th  of  July,  1831,  ought,  in  no  event,  to  be  sacri- 
ficed, abandoned,  or  impaired,  by  any  consent  or  ac- 
quiescence of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

« 2.  Resoived,  That  if  it  be,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  compatible  with  the 
honor  and  interest  of  the  United  States,  during  the  in- 
terval until  the  next  session  of  Congress,  to  resume  the 
negotiations  between  the  United  States  and  France,  be 
be  requested  so  to  do. 

**3.  Ruolvedt  That  no  legislative  measure  of  a  hos- 
tile character  or  tendency  towards  the  French  nation  is 
necessary  or  expedient  at  this  time." 

The  resolution  of  my  colleague  was  modified;  the 
words  *  "at  all  hazards"  were  stricken  out,  to  make  it  en- 
tirely pacific,  and  leave  not  the  semblance  of  a  threat, 
to  hazard  nothingi  and,  so  amended,  it  passed  unani- 
mously.   I  give  the  words  of  my  colleague : 

«<  This  sentence,  from  which,  with  the  general  assent 
of  the  House,  the  words  'at  all  luzards'  had  been  with- 
drawn, was  finally  approved  by  met  *nd  every  member 
present,  two  hundred  and  seventeen  in  number,  answer- 
ed, at  the  call  of  his  name,  ay. 

«*  The  resolution  was  in  these  words  : 

*<  Retohedt  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the 
treaty  with  France  of  the  4th  of  July,  1831,  should  be 
maintained,  and  its  execution  insisted  on." 

As  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  CAVBBBinre] 
has  stated  some  conversation  about  this  resolution,  as  a 
substitute  for  the  resolutions  of  the  committee,  I  trust  I 
may  be  permitted  to  say  a  word  in  relation  to  myself.  I 
took  no  part  in  the  debate;  but  if  my  life  had  been  at 
stake,  I  could  hardly  have  felt  more  interest.  The  war 
resolutions  were  combated  with  argument  and  spirit. 
It  was  on  that  occasion  that  my  colleague  was  said  to 
have  made  his  peace  speech,  when  be  declared  he 
would  have  dodged  the  war  question  himself,  and  he  ap- 
proved the  course  of  the  Senate.  I  was  delighted  with 
It.  It  was  peace,  and  not  war.  But  the  conflict  was 
severe,  and  the  House  very  nearly  equally  divided,  and 
I  feared  war  resolutions,  by  possibility,  might  pass;  I 
went  across  the  chamber  to  see  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  [Mr.  CAXBrnzLBva;]  I 
proposed  to  him  to  take  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Adams 
as  amended,  which  we  afterwards  adopted.  I  observed, 
you  may  entirely  fail.  He  asked  if  my  side,  or  party, 
would  vote  for  it.  I  replied  I  could  answer  but  for  one; 
I  would  vote  for  it.  This  resolution  was  adopted  unan- 
imously. But,  judge  whst  must  be  my  astonbbment, 
when  I  hear  my  colleague  [Mr.  Adaxs]  say: 

"He  hoped  he  had  shown  that  the  section  making  the 
appropriation  of  three  millions  was  introduced  from  ab- 
solute necessity,  on  the  last  day  of  the  session,  because 
it  was  in  consequence  of  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  day 
preceding.  Was  he  now  to  be  told  that  this  and  the 
other  House  must  not  appropriate  money  unless  by  rec- 
ommendation from  the  Executive?  Why,  sir,  the  Ex- 
ecutive has  told  us  now  that  that  appropriation  was  per- 
fectly in  accordance  with  his  wishev.  He  again  repeated, 
why  was  it  Wwx  the  House  must  be  charged  with  man- 


worship  and  unconstttuttonal  conspiracy,  beciiise  thty 
passed  an  appropriation  of  three  millions  for  the  ddeice 
of  the  country,  at  a  time  when  imminent  danger  of  nt 
was  urged,  aa  resulting  from  that  very  resolution  vbick 
but  the  night  before  passed  by  a  unanhnooi  Tote'  B^ 
cause,  forsooth,  that  appropriation  had  not  been  eded 
for  by  the  Executive,  and  yet  because  it  was  ippmi 
by  the  Executive." 

Does  my  colleague  mean  to  say  that  any  bodriBthi 
House  of  Representotivea  ever  pretended  that  huhii» 
less,  peaceful  resolution  was  the  foundstion  ofa  wt^ 
propriation }  Does  he  pretend,  after  all  thst  ptaed,  U 
any  body  ever  said  or  thought  that  *'  imminent duifertf 
war"  resulted  from  his  peaceful  resoiution?  Htd  tint 
been  the  fact,  and  had  it  been  so  understood,  wouM  be,  v 
any  man,  pretend  that  a  unanimoua  vote  could  ban  beii 
obUined?  Mr.  Speaker,  precisely  the  reverie  wnk 
fact  in  relation  to  myself.  I  believe  it  wu  so  ti  to  i  nt- 
jority,  if  not  all  of  that  Houae,  excepting  roy  ortly 
I  am  quite  sure  it  was  so  in  reference  to  those  with  wImb 
my  colleague  acted,  called  the  peace  psrty,  the  puj 
opposed  to  executive  recommendation,  u  to  ibediip«tt 
with  France.  We  resolved  that  the  treaty  with  Fwtt 
of  4th  of  July  should  be  maintained,  and  itsexecotontt. 
ttsted  upon.  How?  By  war,  or  war  measura.'  No.  ^ 
negotiation.  By  explanation.  By  giving  F^"""^^ 
portunity  to  see  and  feel  that  her  honor  n  pWged » 
fulfil  the  treaty,  and  that  we  will  conUnue  tourjjeiifl 
insist  upon  its  hi161ment.  . 

It  will  be  long  remembered  that  my  collesgue  IMr** 
Ajcs]  made  a  speech  in  the  House  of  Bepre*"^'^/ 
think  on  the  7th  Februatr,  in  reference  to  our  d.«coK» 
with  France,  and  a  few  days  before  the  "war  reiolutiw 
I  have  been  speaking  of  had  been  P**^"!."'  1.^ 
apeech  was  considered  an  unjustifiable  »^<«cJ^"Pf  ^ 
Senate  for  their  pacific  course  in  reUUon  to  ^J^r^ 
was  called  a  war  speech.  I  was  among  tho«  "•»enGi» 
believed,  from  various  circumstances,  ^^^lrT^\ 
views  had  been  in  some  measure  »«tt"^*'*TriB«j|f 
so  represented  it  here  and  elsewhere.  I  fw'/^.S 
in  understanding  the  phrase  used  in  his  speech,  'joo^ 
the  question,"  as  applied  to  the  Senate,in  t  gooflK* 
but  I  had  the  highest  authority  for  so  Ofjd«'**°^ , 
In  about  one  week  afterwards,  my  <»"«"Fif  :!Jli 
apeech  in  this  House,  called  «'a  peace  ^V^^  ?-:^ 
he  approved  the  course  the  Senate  hsd  f^^fZ^ 
tion  to  France,  and  said  he  would  •'dodge  the  qotfj^ 
himself."  His  pacific  resolutions  were  >".  "^y  ^ 
with  his  peace  speech.  Are  we  now  to  "»«  Jj^ 
«« imminent  danger  of  war  was  urged  ^^zXt\U 
the  resolution  we  adopted,  and  that  the  •^^fV^^ 
resolution  was  good  and  sufficient  cause  **"'  .jjjjt 
million  appropriation  ?"  I  heard  no  such  Y^?™; "„  ^. 
My  colleague's  various  speeches  and  '**°'"  '  .^jworfr 
tion  to  our  dispute  with  France  seem  so  ^^^i 
that  I  leave  to  his  own  genius  and  }^^l^^^^^t» 
showing  his  consistency.  I  affirm,  if  the  'J^j'^  ^  tbt 
templated  war,  or  preparation  for  war,  u 
House  of  Representatives  war  in  disgutfc*         ,^  ^ 

And,  sgain,  my  colleague  »>%  .«Tr'"??L  tibk  »t  ^ 
resolution:  ««The  resolution  was  laid  on  me  J»  ^^  ^ 

motion  of  the  chairman  of  the  ^^^^^^^^y\fiW- 
ported  it,  and  who  then,  in  my  bearing»  »w*  ^n^ 
ing  of  all  ill  the  House  who  chose  to  ^cw  w"^  f  .^piv 
that  he  should,  in  its  stead,  move  an  •^^^^l^^Si^ 
ation  in  the  fortification  bill  then  before  the  «^^^  be 
ther  he  named  the  sum  of  three  millioM  si"  g^  |^ 
should  propose,  or  not,  I  do  not  ' *«°"Jr;*  piaiir^ » 
openly  spoken  in  the  House  before,  ss  ^^^V^ 
larger  sum.  Considering  the  contingent  m^^^^  ^ 
danger  against  which  it  was  to  provide, 
sum  certainly  not  too  large."  ,-jj  bco"* 

I  believe  it  because  my  colleague  8»y«  ^' 
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lie  gentleman  from  New  York  decltred  it  in  bis  ipeech 
few  minutes  ago .  What  was  the  mighty  import  of  such 
declaration,  made  by  a  disappointed  chairman»  defeated 
n  his  projects^  and  by  the  efficient  aid  of  my  colleague, 
oo }  He  and  his  friends  were  defeated  and  disappointed. 
*eace  prevailed  over  war.  But  the  gentleman  from 
few  York  threatened,  as  he  retreated,  to  ask  for  addi- 
ional  appropriationst  Sce.{  and  this  happened  on  the 
vening  of  the  3d  of  March,  and  that  was  notice  of  the 
bree  millions.  I  purposely,  on  thisoceuion,  avoid  going 
ito  a  consideration  of  the  value  and  importance  of  prep* 
ration  for  defence  in  time  of  peace.  It  does  not  apper- 
&in  to  this  debatei  but  those  who  are  now  accused  of 
leglect  have  steadily  pursued  that  policv  to  a  reasonable 
xtent,  and  by  so  doing  have  subjected  themselves  to  the 
eproaches  of  their  present  accusers. 

But  my  colleague  quotes  the  third  resolution  of  the 
;ommittee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  as  follows:  •*Retohedt 
rhat  contingent  preparation  ought  to  be  made  to  meet 
ny  emergency  growing  out  of  our  relations  with  Franeet" 
nd  he  saysi  **This  was  the  resolution  intended  to  sus- 
|un  at  once  the  spirit  of  the  President's  recommenda- 
ions,  and  the  sincerity  of  the  resolution  just  adopted  by 
he  House."  I  perfectly  concur  with  him  that  the  above 
esolution  was  intended  to  sustain  the  recommendations 
»f  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs;  but,  be  it  remem- 
>ered,  those  resolutions  were  virtually  rejected,  and  my 
colleague's  peace  resolution  substituted.  I  deny  that  the 
hree  million  appropriation  ever  was  intended  to  sustain 
be  sincerity  of  the  resolution  adopted.  Never-never. 
I  again  refer  to  the  resolutions  I  have  read-«->Foreign 
ifTaJrs,  and  my  colleague's  substitute: 

nird  retoluiion  ofFhrdgn  AffaSan, 

**Reiohed,  That  contingent  preparation  ought  to  be 
made  to  meet  any  emergency  growing  out  of  our  rela- 
tions with  France." 

3tr.  Aiam/fi  tubtiihUefor  the  third  retoluiion. 

''Heaohed,  That  no  legislative  measure  of  a  hostile 
character  or  tendency  towards  the  French  nation  is  ne* 
:essary  or  expedient  at  this  time." 

According  to  my  recollection,  the  speeches  were  more 
X  variance,  if  possible,  than  the  resolutions  themselves. 

Let  us  for  a  moment  examine  the  defence  of  those  who 
irofessed  to  have  constitutional  scruples  as  to  the  time 
»f  the  termination  of  Congress;  and  here  I  read  my  col- 
eague's  argument,  as  follows,  viz: 

"  He  was  not  one  of  those  who  believed  that  the  ses- 
lion  ended  at  midnight.  In  his  opinion,  the  two  yeara' 
lu ration  of  Congress  was  from  the  time  of  day  at  which 
:he  House  commenced  its  session — say  the  hour  of  noon 
>n  the  4th  of  March.  He  believed  that  to  be  the  true 
construction  of  the  constitutional  term  of  two  years;  but 
t  was  a  constitutional  question,  and  it  was  not  for  him  to 
ludge  of  the  motives  of  men  who  conscientiously  believed 
:hat  the  period  of  their  political  existence  had  expired. 
IVhen  the  Cumberland  road  bill  passed,  the  question  was 
uiken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  vote  was  ninety-four  to 
sighty,  making  one  hundred  and  seventy-four  votes. 
Here  was  a  quorum  voting,  which  showed  that  the  House, 
It  13  o'clock,  was  doing  business;  but  in  ten  minutes  af- 
ter that,  no  quorum  could  be  found— not  inconsequence 
3f  there  not  being  members  present,  but  in  consequence 
>f  their  conscientious  scruples.  He  recollected  the  in- 
itance  of  a  ^ntleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Gilxxb,]  a 
man  as  conscientious  and  as  intelligent  as  any  member 
>f  that  or  the  present  House,  who,  upon  being  called, 
refused  to  answer,  and  gave  as  his  reason  that  he  was  no 
longer  a  representative  of  the  people,  and,  immediately 
kfter  the  vote  was  taken,  went  out  of  the  House  at  that 
loor,  and  never  returned.  It  was  not  therefore  the  want 
)f  a  sufficient  number  of  members  present,  but  from  the 
conscientious  convictioQ  of  so  large  a  number  of  the  mem- 


bers, as  reduced  the  remainder  to  less  than  a  quorum, 
that  they  had  no  right  to  vote  on  any  thing  in  the  House. 
After  that  took  place,  the  committee  of  conference  re- 
turned to  the  House,  but  no  report  was  nmde;  and  what 
was  the  reason?  Because  there  was  no-  House.  The 
roll  was  called,  and  no  quorum  was  to  be  found. 

"  He  said  that  he  did  not  consider  that  the  eonstitu- 
tional  term  of  two  years,  assigned  to  the  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  the  term  of  four  years, 
during  which  the  President  holds  his  office,  commence 
or  expire  at  midnight.  The  services  of  two  and  of  four 
years  commenced  running  from  the  time  when  the  mem- 
bers of  the  first  Congress  assembled  to  commence  the 
operations  of  this  Government  under  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  which  was  on  the  4th  of  March,  1789, 
at  noon.  The  two  years  from  that  time  expired,  not  on 
the  3d  of  March,  1791,  at  midnight,  but  on  the  4th  of 
March,  at  noon.  The  expiration  of  a  year  is  not  from 
noon  to  midnight,  but  from  noon  to  noon.  It  is  so,  as- 
tronomically, by  the  law  of  nature.  The  time  at  which 
a  day  ahall  commence  and  terminate  is  a  matter  alto- 
gether arbitrary  and  conventional.  Some  nations  have, 
in  their  civil  computation,  commenced  the  day  at  sunrise, 
and  aome  at  sunset— some  at  midnight,  and  some  at  noon* 
Astronomers  and  navigators  always  reckon  the  day  from 
noon  to  noon;  and  why  should  not  the  constitutional 
computation  of  time  follow  the  same  law,  which  is  the 
law  of  nature?  The  principle,  once  established,  could 
be  attended  with  no  sort  of  inconvenience;  whereas  the 
computation  from  noon  to  midnight  must  be  subjected 
once  every  two  years  to  a  solution  of  continuity  for  twelve 
hours  by  the  non-existence  of  a  House  of  Representatives, 
and  once  in  every  four  years  to  an  interregnum  or  va- 
cancy in  the  office  of  President  of  the  United  States* 
Emergencies  might  easily  be  foreseen,  perhaps  even 
precontrived,  in  which  either  of  those  events  would  be 
attended  with  very  great  public  inconvenience.  Mo- 
narchical Governments  are  always  guarded  with  the  ut- 
most possible  care  against  every  solution  of  continuity: 
their  kings  never  die.  It  would  be  a  radical  defect  in 
every  republican  Government  not  to  be  invested  with 
the  same  official  immortality— the  office  always  filled, 
however  frequently  the  individual  incumbent  may  be 
changed.  It  was  therefore  my  opinion  that  the  House 
might  have  sat  transacting  business  till  noon  of  the  4th 
of  March;  and,  accordingly,  my  name  will  be  found  and 
recorded  on  every  taking  of  the  yeas  and  nays  until  the 
adjournment,  after  it  was  announced  that  the  Senate  had 
adjourned. 

**  Mr.  A.  said  that  was  his  opinion  then,  and  he  had  then 
expressed  it  to  the  House;  but  it  was  not  the  opinion  of 
a  large  number  of  members  of  the  House.  The  membera 
were  in  the  House,  ready  to  vote,  but  In  their  opinion  the 
time  had  passed.  Now,  whatever  was  doing  at  that  time 
in  the  House  might  have  been  known  to  every  member 
of  the  Senate,  if  they  had  seen  fit  to  make  the  Inquiry. 
It  was  perfectly  known  that  after  that  time  no  quorum 
of  the  House  could  be  found.  No  vote  was  taken.  The 
House  was  defado  dead." 

I  will  only  add,  that  the  usa^e  ftnd  construction  as  to 
the  time  of  the  expiration  of  office,  I  believe,  have  been 
uniform;  that  it  has  happened  very  frequently,  I  know, 
that  Congress  have  been  in  session  hours  aAer  13  o'clock, 
the  3d  of  March,  and  at  the  expiration  of  their  respec* 
tive  terms  of  office;  and  so  of  all  our  Presidents.  Gene- 
ral Washington,  ss  I  have  been  informed,  and  believe, 
at  the  expiration  of  his  firat  term  of  four  years,  arose, 
after  he  had  been  in  bed,  at  3  o'clock  in  the  morning  of 
the  4tli  of  March,  and  signed  many  bills,  which,  in  con* 
sequence  of  hts  signing,  became  laws,  affecting  life  and 
property.  Have  we  not  all  heard  of  the  midnight  judgef, 
&c.  of  the  elder  Adams?  Mr.  Jefferson  did  the  same. 
Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Monroe,  and  my  colleague  himself. 
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vKn\tm  I  greatly  miirememberi  imiteted  the  eztmple  of 
fell  hit  predeeenon.  Who  ever  ■erioiitly  aJled  it  in 
quettlofi  until  the  3d  of  March,  1835|  when  the  ap)>ro« 
priation  for  fortifioationt  was  before  ubi  and  the  three 
milfiona  eoald  not  pan  the  Senate^ 

Yet,  after  prefentiiup  the  above  nnanawerable  ar^ment 
in  defence  ol  himielfT  m  well  as  othen,  my  eolleague  it 
at  no  loM  to  find  a  perfect  apolo|<y  for  thoae  who  viola- 
ted the  constitution  and  tlieir  duty,  and  defeated  the  bill. 
My  colleague  says,  after  the  return  of  the  committee  of 
conference,  '*  there  was  no  House—not  for  the  want  of 
numberst"  the  roll  wss  called,  and  no  quorum.  Why^ 
Beesufe  a  number  refused  to  answer.  He  states  '<a 
large  number  were  ready  to  vote,  but  the  time  had 
passed  (  and  it  might  have  been  Icnown  to  every  member 
of  the  Senate,  if  they  had  seen  fit  to  make  the  inquiry." 
Again:  *<the  House  was  de  faeto  dead."  But  my  col« 
league  bss  himself  shown,  conclusively,  it  was  not  dead 
dejurt.  It  was  rightfully  and  constitutionally  alive,  and 
the  Senate  were  bound  so  to  consider  it,  and  govern 
themselves  accordingly.  They  did  so  aet|  and  their  no- 
tice and  attention  to  the  House,  after  they  chose  to  con- 
sider tliemselves  dead,  though  prcient  and  noisy,  seems 
to  have  incurred  the  peeolmr  displeasure  of  my  oolleagoe 
and  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  CAnaBmire] 
who  has  just  resumed  his  seat. 

But  Mr.  Gilmer,  of  Georgia,  refoscd  to  vote,  cm  ac- 
count of  conscientious  scruples.  His  ease,  I  believe,  has 
been  named  by  every  speaker  on  this  subject.  I  knew 
Mr.  Gilmer,  in  this  House,  for  a  number  of  years.  I  be- 
lieve he  is  a  pure,  honest,  and  honorable  man.  He  en- 
tertained, we  thought,  many  singular  opinions  of  the 
constitution,  and  he  widely  differed  from  us  in  ils  con- 
struction. Mr.  Gilmer  had  scruplesi  and  what  did  he  do^ 
Arose,  declined  acting,  and  lef^  the  House,  and  has 
never  since  returned.  The  very  praise  and  commenda- 
tion bestowed  on  Mr.  Gilmer  is  censure  to  those  wlio 
entertained  the  same  doubts,  and  yet  remained  here  to 
vote,  or  not  to  vote,  as  circumstances  made  the  consti- 
tution more  or  less  dear  in  their  estimation.  But  Mr. 
Gilmer  is  the  standing  witness  of  honest  scruples.  "  Ex* 
tepiioprobai  regulam."  Where  were  the  other  Mr.  Gil- 
mers,  or  those  who  trod  in  his  steps?  The  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  CixBatisire]  was  so  pressed  with 
conscientious  scruples  that  he  refused  to  report  and  act 
upon  the  fortification  bill;  but  his  conscience  was  less 
sorupulons  as  to  other  matters,  and  he  staid  to  vote  and 
act,  and  did  vote  and  act,  upon  other  subjects  before  the 
House,  longaf^erhe  refused  to  act  upon  the  fortification 
bill.    Let  him  reconcile  such  inconsistency. 

The  House  was  reduced,  in  a  short  time,  by  scruples, 
from  174  to  lU,  and  this  appears  on  the  yeas  and  nays; 
and,  by  looking  at  the  names  on  the  yeas  and  nays  at  the 
two  different  periods,  those  "  noisy  dead  men"  my  col- 
league speaks  of  may  be  known  as  absentees,  though 
present. 

I  most  solemnly  aver  to  my  constituents  and  country 
tliat  I  was  in  favor  of  the  fortification  bilt{  that  I  thought 
the  original  bill  insufficient,  and  tried  to  increase  it;  that 
I  voted  against  the  three  million  amendment  with  pain, 
because  I  wished  a  liberal  specific  appropriation;  but  I 
believed  the  three  million  section  a  violation  of  the  spirit 
of  our  free  Government,  and  of  dangerous  tendency.  I 
well  remember  a  conversation  on  that  night  with  a  wor- 
thy member,  not  now  here.  He  asked  me  why  I  did  not 
vote  for  the  three  millions?  I  replied,  that  three  millions 
was  a  great  sum;  the  use  to  be  made  of  it  was  not  speci- 
fied, &e.  He  answered.  General  Jsckson  will  not  spend 
a  dollar  of  it,  &o.  I  then  rejoined,  if  that  be  so,  it  ought 
not  to  be  vofed;  you  have  confidence  in  the  President, 
which  1  have  not;  but  if  three  millions  may  be  so  voted 
without  specification,  twenty  millions  may  be  so  voted; 
or  words  to  that  effect.  It  may  not  be  safe,  even  in  your 


opinion,  hereafter  to  trust  it  with  other  PN«kBt&  it 
is  a  dangerous  and  unsafe  precedent,  ind  oagtit  aato 


I  had  been  educated  to  believe  that  the  Prtadnttf 
the  United  States  had  not  too  much  power.  Ihd 
heard  much  said  of  the  dangerous  tendency  of  pmito- 
tial  power,  and  of  the  increase  of  that  power.  Bit  I 
never  witnessed  so  much  evidence  of  the  troth  of  U 
democratic  apprehension  asjon  the  night  of  the  3iltl 
March,  1835.  I  declare  moA  solemaljr,  that,  n  m 
opinion,  (and  I  saw  those  who  were  eoonted  udtlii 
were  not,)  there  was  a  quorum  until  we  adjoarncd.  1 
believe  I  had  the  honor  to  make  some  of  the  hit  I^ 
nwrks  upon  a  motion  to  call  the  House.  I  tbea  sitcA 
that  there  was  a  quorum  present,  and  it  wu  well  kiwn 
to  all;  that  when  gentlemen  chose  to  be  counted,  tb^ 
were  present;  and  when  they  chose  not  to  be  countM, 
they  retreated  or  refused  to  vote;  that  the  sioit  lafw- 
tant  bunness  of  the  seasion  yet  remained  uadooe,  w 

Much  has  been  said  by  my  colleague  aad  otben  t 
regard  to  a  vote  of  the  Senate  to  adhere  ipiMJ  ]« 
amendment  proposing  the  three  milfioni.  It »  »fl »» 
that  vote  of  adherence  was  centraiy  to  all  pariiiwo^ 
usage,  and  was  the  cauae  of  all  the  evils  we  «xp^'^ 
on  the  3d  of  March,  and  the  lorn  of  the  bill  itieir.  ne 
gentleman  who  has  juat  sat  down  [Mr.  CiMwm] 
has  made  the  same  complaint.  „    e  a^ 

As  gentlemen  apeak  with  confidence,  I  «^"  «'j''r 
to  a  case  in  point,  and  precisely  the  reverse  ^[Jf^^^ 
suppose  the  parliamentary  usage;  and  i  tniit  the  wtw- 
ily  will  not  be  questioned  by  my  collesgiie,  «r«J«  P; 
tteman  from  New  York.  The  case  I  refer  to  « fvoAA 
the  journal  of  the  Senate,  19th  Congresi,  W  «»»• 
pages  306  and  307.  Here  Mr.  Ri«i»  rttil  the  oT; 
[Mr.  Adaks  called  aloud  to  know  the  book  »i>dl»r . 
The  House  of  Representatives  and  Senate  diapew" 
to  a  judiciary  bill,  and  "  Mr.  Van  Buren.  ch*'"^"; 
the  Judiciary  Committee,  drfew  up  a  report,  wfcitt  «» 
dudes  with  resolving  not  to  insist,  but  adhere,  vaJ^ 
twelve  dissented;  and  the  report  statesi  it «  ex^ 
within  the  niles,  and  best  to  prevent  the  «nPJ*f* 
formality  of  a  conference  at  th'n  advanced  pen«t «  ^ 
session."  Mark,  sh*,  this  happened  fourteen  dip  ^ 
fore  the  close  of  the  aeasion.  In  the  case  of  the  »n* 
cation  bill,  the  Senate  had  determined  not  to  ipcci 
the  three  millions  section,  and  a  few  houn  only  b* 
close  the  session.  .  ^^ 

Mr.  Cambreleng  then  moved  that  th«  Houie  '»**JJ 

said  amendment;  which  nnotion  was  *P**"..,?V,  i 
Senate  then  voted  to  adhere  as  to  the  three  tm^ 
motion  was  again  made  in  the  House  of  R^Pi^T^ 
t )  recede,  a  id  give>ip  the  three  millions.  We  TOjedw 
as  before;  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Abams,]  "^  ®*"*1,^ 
leagues,  and  myself,  voting  to  recede:  ^f^^J^  ^ 
A  conference  with  the  Senate  was  then  V^^P^^ 
passed,  and  conferees  appointed.    The  confereo  o^ 
House  and  Senate  agreed  upon  a  compromtfe-      , 
bill  was  to  pass  with  all  admertdmentt,  •^^^ 
13,000,000  in  gross,  it  was  agreed  to  add  |800,waj 
make  it  specific,  via:  #300,000  for  arming  I***  "TTJ 
lions,  and  $500,000  for  repairs  and  eq"'P™*"\^  ifi 
of  war.     And  my  colleague  finds  fault  even  ww 
compromise,  and  says:   •«  The  appropriation  *■    ^y 
positive,  instead  of  being  contingent  upon  a  »^ 
not  certam  to  come;  and  it  was  confined  1{J  V^j^jTiie 
of  permanent  ordinary  appropriation,  ^"  ,;   igj^fts 
possible  contingent  danger  unprovided  "''v,.  ^.  ^ 
I  am  wholly  at  a  loss  to  know  what  «?  «?,    V  ^ 
desire.    1  can  see  one  thing  very  distinct!}- 
does  not  desire  to  agree  with  the  Senate.    .    ^l,  jps- 
The  appropriation  bill,  as  agreed  »P®"  P^L^iilttf 
mittee  of  conference,  might  have  passed  ^^'^l^^t^ 
the  hour  of  13  o'clock.    I  have  no  doubt  tbe  f^ 
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eturned  before  half  past  11.  I  hare  every  reason  to 
>elieve  it.  It  mi|fht  have  passed  afVer  13  o'lHock,  but 
or  the  improper  interposition  of  a  few  members  of  this 
louse,  the  friends  of  the  Executive. 

The  bill  was  then  returned  to  the  House,  and  '*a  mo- 
ton  was  made  by  Mr.  Gfaolson  that  the  House  recede 
rom  its  amendment,  proposing^  to  insert  an  additional 
action,  as  the  second  sectbn  of  the  bHl,  containing  an 
appropriation  of  #3,000,000.**  On  this  question  there 
were  yeas  87,  nays  110.  All  my  colleagues,  including 
tfr.  A.,  voted  to  recede  and  strike  out  the  #3,000,000, 
ipon  the  success  of  which  one  might  suppose  some  men 
hought  the  salvation  of  the  country  depended. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  conference  was  delay- 
d  by  the  chairman.  AAer  much  delav,  (the  precise 
»eriod  I  cannot  state,)  Mr.  Lewis,  another  member  of 
be  committee,  made  the  report;  but  objections  were 
lade  that  there  was  no  quorum,  and  therefore  it  could 
ot  be  adopted.  The  business  Was  intentionally  delay- 
d,  and  the  little  tiihe'  we  had,  wasted.  Tellers  were 
ppointedi  Ml*'  Cambreleng  and  Mr.  Lewis,  on  count- 
i^t  found  there  Wits  not  a  quorum;  not  that  a  quorum 
rsts  not  present,  but  a  sufRctent  number  took  care  to 
e  out  of  the  way  to  defeat  a  quorum.  And  my  col- 
rmg\ie  says  we  had  not  the  power  of  Joshua  of  old, 
rho  commanded  the  sun  and  moon  to  stand  still.  We 
ranted  no  such  power^  but  the  power  to  move  in  the 
lischarge  of  duty. 

I  have  overlooked  one  fact  of  some  importance^  it  is 
bis:  *<  Mr.  Jarvis  move'd  the  following  resolution,  viz: 
Be*olved,  That  the  hour  having  arrived  when  the  term 
>r  which  this  House  was  elected  has  expired,  we  do 
low  adjourn.'  The  said  resolution  was  read,  when  the 
peaker  decided  that  it  was  not  in  order  .to  offer  it  at 
his  time,  unless  by  unanimous  consent,  or  a  suspension 
»f  tlie  rules;  but  suggested  tliat  the  object  aimed  to  be 
ttained  by  the  resolution  could  be  accomplished  by  a 
notion  that  the  House  do  adjourn.  Mr.  Jones,  of 
leorgia,  then,  for  the  purpose  of  trying  the  question, 
nd  ascertaining  whether  the  House  thinks  itself  autho- 
tzcd  to  continue  in  session,  and  to  transact  business  after 
12  o'clock  at  night  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  moved  that 
he  House  do  adjourn.  And  the  question  being  put, 
t  was  decided  in  the  negative."  This  negative  is  a 
legative  pregnant,  affirming  that  we  did  think  ourselves 
uthorized  to  do  business  afler  13  o'clock;  thereby  set- 
ng  the  seal  of  our  deliberate  vote  to  our  own  condero* 
ation.  But  remember,  the  memorable  report  of  the 
ommiitee  of  conference  had  not  then  been  made,  though 
I  should  have  been  done,  and  there  was  a  press  of  busi- 
less  that  many  members  were  desirous  of  transacting, 
riie  main  pressure  of  constitutional  scruples  was  upon  the 
ortification  bill,  without  the  three  million  amendment. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  fortification  bill  was  reported  to  the 
flouse  of  Representatives  January  2d,  and  passed  the 
4ouse  January  21st,  fifty-two  days  from  the  commence- 
■nent  of  the  session.  We  took  fifty-two  days  out  of  the 
linety-three  to  prepare  the  bill.  It  was  then  sent  to  the 
Senate,  and  returned  February  24th,  after  thirty-four 
lays,  and  seven  days  befbre  the  close  of  the  session. 

Our  bill,  as  it  passed  the  House  of  Repre- 
lentatives,  contained  appropriations  for  forti- 
fications,       .  -  .  .  .    #439,000 

Senate's  amendments,  as  finally  agreed,  -       430,000 

Had  we  agreed  to  those  amendments  with- 
out adding  a  section  of  three  millions,  it 
would  have  passed  without  dispute. 

By  the  conference',  it  was  further  agreed 
io  add  #300,000  for  arming  the  fortifications, 
ind  #500,000  for  repairs  and  equipmeot  of 
ihips  of  war,  making  -  -  -       800,000 


#1,6(59,000 


In  all,  one  million  six  hundred  and  sixty-nine  thousand 
dollars;  a  respectable  sum;  very  respectable,  compared 
with  #439,000;  and  one  would  think,  of  all  others,  a 
majority  of  the  House  of  Representatives  ought  not  to' 
complam. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  perceived,  before  the  hour  of  twelve 
o'clock  on  the  3d  of  March,  a  determination  not  to  past 
the  bill.  The  report  of  the  conference  Was  held  bsclc. 
The  bill  was  delayed.  The  chairman  would  not  report, 
but  voted,  and  spoke,  and  acted  upon  other  business. 
Mr.  Lewis  at  last  reported  the  bill,  and  then  eonstitu* 
tional  scruples  wr%  interposed  as  to  the  hour  and  min- 
ute, and  gentlemen  would  not  answer  when  called,  f  - 
believe  the  bill  (the  motives  that  influenced  gentlemen ' 
I  leave  to  themselves)  was  defeated  intentional^  by  those 
who  were  known  and  called  administration  men. 

Why  did  they,  under  various  pretences,  detam  and 
defeat  the  whole  bfll.^  No  change  had  Uken  phee  in 
our  relations  with  France.  Tliere  was  no  cause  for 
change  in  appropriation,  unless  the  secret  will  of  the' 
Executive  produced  that  change.  •  The  House  of  Rep-' 
resentatives  acted  a  most  singular  and  inconsistent  part. 
They  could  not  be  induced  to  add  a  dollar  to  their  bill 
appropriating  #439,000,  until  March  3d  in  the  evenmg, 
and  then  they  insisted  upon  adding  three  millions,  and 
it  must  be  that  or  nothing.  My  colleagues  and  myself 
voted  for  all  amendments  and  all  increase,  except  the 
three  millions,  and  would  gladly  have  added  the 
#800,000.  But  it  must  be  three  millions  hi  addition,  or 
the  whole  bill  must  be  destroyed.  It  was  destroyed.  I 
could  not  vote  for  three  millions.  It  was  large  in 
amount,  indefinite  in  its  object — for  military  and  naval 
service,  generally,  under  the  direction  of  the  President. 
The  President's  message  was  a  war  message.  He  had 
frequently,  as  far  as  I  know,  with  every  body,  spoken 
of  his  desire  for  reprisal  and  war;  and  he  knows  how  to 
accomplish  his  purposes  better  than  any  other  man.  I 
feared  the  consequences  of  putting  the  money  in  his 
hand. 

I  deeply  lamented  the  failure  of  the  fortification  bill. 
Though  I  have  long  been  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  I  never  witnessed  there  such  strange 
proceedings  as  on  the  3d  of  March,  in  regard  to  the  for- 
tification bill.   If  the  President  believed  the  public  good  '• 
actually  required  an  appropriation  of  three  millions, 
which  he  informs  us  In  his  message  **  was  inserted  in 
accordance  with  the  views  of  the  Executive,"  he  ought 
to  have  so  informed  us— not  privately,  to  a  few,  but  pub- 
licly— ^and  to  have  presented  the  reasons  for  liiitf  views, 
that  we  might  judge  and  act  as  responsible,  free,  and 
independent  representatives  of  a  firee  people.  But  three 
millions  was  « inserted  in  accordance  with  the  views  of 
the  Executive;"  a  less  sum  was  not  in  accordance  with 
his  views.     And  when  a  liess  sum  was  agreed  upon  by. 
the  committee  of  conference,  and  the  chairman  [Mr. 
CAHBaiLXFo]  had  returned  to  this  House  to  make  re- 
port of  the  result,  (as  he  has  Just  informed  us  in  his 
speech,)  he  met  in  this  House  Mr.  Forsyth,  Secretary  of 
State,  who  inquired  whether  the  committee  of  confer- 
ence had  agreed;  and  when  informed  that  a  compro- 
mise had  Uken  place,  and  that  #800,000  bad  been 
agreed  upon  instead  of  the  three  millions,  Mr.  Forsvth 
pronounced  it  a  pitiful  sum.     It  vrill  be  understood  that 
the  President  and  his  cabinet  sit  in  a  room  appropriated 
for  the  purpose  in  the  Capitol,  during  the  last  night  of 
the  session,  to  facilitate  the  business.    The  Secretary  of 
State  sits  at  the  right  hand  of  the  President,  as  an  advi- 
ser,    lie  had  just  left  the  room,  and  might  well  be  pre- 
sumed to  know  and  express  the  will  of  the  Executive. 
It  was  not  in  accordance  with  the  will  of  the  Executive; 
and  that  was  well  understood  by  the  chairman,  by  the 
remarks  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  if  he  heard  nothing 
more;  and  he,  and  others  who  acted^ith  him,  seemed 
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most  suddenly  to  loie  all  interest  in  the  bill.  It  wis  de- 
termined that  the  bill,  as  finally  agreed  upon  by  the 
cominittee  of  conference,  should  not  pass  the  House; 
that,  as  the  Senate  had  refused  to  agree  to  the  •*  three 
million  amendment"  proposed  by  the  House,  the  lou  of 
the  whole  bill,  including  ordinary  appropriations  for 
fortifications,  should  be  charged  to  that  body.  This 
decision  came  with  a  weight  and  energy  not  to  be  with- 
stood. The  House  would  not  pass  a  bill,  the  provisions  of 
which  the  President's  first  Secretary  had  just  pronounced 
pitiful.  Then  came  the  last  scene— delay,  constitutional 
scruples,  refusal  to  vote,  threats  »g*inat  the  Senate,  &c. 
Sec;  and  so  perished  the  fortification  bill  in  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

As  soon  as  this  debate  shall  have  been  closed,  (1  hope 
and  trust  others  who  were  present  will  not  fail  to  express 
their  opinions,)  I  am  desirous  of  attending  to  the  appro- 
priation bills  and  other  important  business  before  the 
House.  I  trust  some  good  may  result  from  the  evil  of 
which  there  is  so  loud  complaint;  that  we  may  not  here- 
after neglect  the  important  business  under  our  charge  to 
the  last  few  disputed  hours  of  the  session,  when  there 
may  be  neither  time  nor  means  to  perform  such  duties 
with  fidelity  and  sound  discretion;  when  it  may  be  in  the 
power  of  a  few,  even  a  single  individual,  to  defeat  the 
most  important  measure. 

I  have  always  considered  the  fortification  bill,  with  the 
three  million  amendment  proposed,  as  a  subject  of  vast 
importance,  as  involving  more  or  less  the  question  of 
peace  or  war— a  question  of  vital  importance  to  those 
whom  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  Since  the  Presi- 
dent, in  his  annual  message  to  Congress,  has  seen  fit  to 
complam  of  the  loss  of  that  bill;  since  the  administration 
]>resses  and  administration  men  reiterate  the  complaint; 
since  my  colleague  has  seen  fit  to  bring  the  subject  be- 
fore this  House  by  a  resolution  and  speech,  I  have  felt 
bound  to  vindicate  my  own  conduct,  and  the  conduct  of 
those  with  whom  I  had  the  honor  to  agree  and  act,  and 
present  the  cue  to  this  House  and  the  people,  and  es- 
pecially  to  my  constituents,  to  whom,  without  distinction 
of  party,  1  am  under  obligations  I  shall  never  be  able  to 
cancel.  I  feel  and  acknowledge  the  weight  of  those  ob- 
ligations, and  I  trust,  when  my  conduct  shall  be  under- 
stood, their  justice  and  candor  will  acquit  roe  of  nejrli- 
gence  or  want  of  fidelity  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty? 

When  Mr.  Rixd  had  concluded  his  remarks, 

Mr.  HARDIN  took  the  floor,  and  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment. •' 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

Thubioat,  Jasuabt  28. 
GRANT  OF  THE  HALL. 
Mr.  McRENNAN  asked  the  consent  of  the  House  to 
present  a  resolution,  granting  the  use  of  the  hall  of 
Hepresentatives  to  the  Historical  Society,  on  Saturday 
evening  next,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  a  meeting  of 
said  society.  Mr.  McK.  said  it  was  understood  that 
the  Secretary  of  War  would  deliver  an  address  on  the 
occasion. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  McRENNAN  moved  to 
suspend  the  rule;  which  was  agreed  to— 114  to  42. 

Mr,  McRENNAN  then  submitted  the  resolution  indi- 
cated in  his  motion. 

The  SPEARER  said  he  had  received  a  communica- 
tion from  a  member  of  the  Historical  Society,  making  a 
request  similar  to  the  proposition  before  the  House, 
vhich,  if  permitted,  he  would  present  at  that  time. 

It  was  objected  to. 

Sl^SI*'™^"  *'**'"?  °»  **»*5  adoption  of  the  resolution, 
Mr.  HA  WES  rose  in  opposition  lo  it. 

the  r'eS'J.''"'*"'*''''  "^^^'^^^ '' ""''  ^"  °'^"  '^  ^'»«"" 


The  CHAIR.     Certainly. 

Mr.  HA  WES  said  he  had  always  given  his  vote  ipiait 
every  proposition  granting  the  use  of  this  bill,  vhid 
was  built  with  the  people's  money,  and  for  theeieii- 
sive  use  of  their  Representatives,  for  the  purpoieof  hold. 
ing  meetings  of  certain  societies.  He  should  contimetd 
oppose  these  indirect  inroads  upon  the  public  Treasufj. 
He  understood  the  object  of  the  membcti  of  ikea 
societies,  in  asking  permission  to  bold  their  DKtinj;iii 
this  ball.  It  was  to  save  their  own  pockets.  tW 
was  another  building  in  this  city,  which  was  peniiiHf 
suited  for  such  meetings;  but,  by  procurinfjf  pttmm 
to  use  this  hall,  two  or  three  hundred  doUtn  ven 
taken  from  the  public  Treasury  on  eveiy  evening  of  aid 
meeting,  to  pay  for  candles,  wood,  &c.,  which  ought  to 
come  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  members  of  tbex 
societies.  1  f  it  was  an  object  of  those  gentlemen  to  m 
this  expense,  it  was  also  his  right  and  duty  to  object  liat 
it  should  be  paid  out  of  the  public  Tressorj.  It  w 
perhaps  a  small  matter;  but  if  the  House  yielded  totttese 
applications  for  the  use  of  the  hall,  they  migbteipKi, 
after  a  while,  an  application  from  a  dancing  ncietj. 
He  was  opposed  to  granting  this  privilege  to  tempenfior, 
colonization,  abolition,  or  historicvl  societies.  He  ces. 
sidered  them  all  upon  a  par.  He  concluded  bjrcalH 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  adoption  of  the  resotut'tn; 
which  were  not  ordered. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

LAST  TEAR'S  FORTIFICATION  BILL 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  (befollotis{ 
resolution,  heretofore  ofTered  by  Mr.  J.  Q.  Abih: 

Beaoked,  That  so  much  of  the  messsge  of  tbe  Prai- 
dent  of  the  United  States  to  Congress  at  tbe  comfl«K^ 
ment  of  the  present  session  as  relates  to  the  yure,it 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  of  the  bill  containing  tbe 
ordinary  appropriationa  for  fortifications,  be  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  with  instructions  to  inqaire  iota. 
and  report  to  the  House,  the  causes  and  ciraustttocd 
ofthe  failure  of  the  bill. 

The  question  still  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wn* 
LiAxs,  of  North  Carolina,  to  amend  the  resolutioA  by 
adding  thereto  the  words  «  with  power  to  send  for  pff- 
sons  and  papers" — 

Mr.  HARDIN  rose  and  addressed  the  Chair  » foi 
lows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  waa  either  my  good  or  ill  forioie 
(for,  at  this  time,  I  know  not  in  which  point  of  vie'  ^ 
consider  it)  to  obtain  the  floor  hwt  evening.  Tolii« 
consulted  my  own  feelings  and  wishes  on  the  subject,! 
ought  instantly  to  have  proceeded  with  whit  I  hidto 
aay;  it  was  late,  and,  to  accommodate  some  gentk^ 
around  me,  I  moved  for  the  House  to  adjournj*""' 
motion  was  agreed  to.  Gentlemen  in  more  refl»t« 
parte  of  the  hall  voted  for  it,  as  a  fiivor  accorded  tolD^ 
I  owe,  and  now  tender  to  them,  my  roost  profound  jc- 
knowledgmente  for  their  kindness  manifested  on  ^ 
occasion. 

Sir,  the  time,  manner  of  presenting,  and  tbesubjei^ 
matter  of  the  resolution  now  under  considcnlioDi  **■ 
to  be  a  phenomenon  in  legislation.  To  review  our  pw- 
ceedings  for  some  days  past  is  neither  pleasinl  nor  «• 
structive:  they  conUin  nothing  to  feed  our  pride,  fl*"^^ 
our  vanity,  or  redound  lo  the  honor  of  this  Hou*j 
there  is  something  in  them  so  strange,  so  unaccountiwe 
to  an  ordinary  observer,  nevertheless  so  much  in  c""* 
acter  with  aome  of  the  leading  members  of  the  sdo^ 
tration  party  in  this  House,  that  I  hope  to  be  indoJg«» 
until  I  recapitulate  them,  y 

The  appropriation  bills  have  been  reported  w|" 
House,  and,  put  them  all  together,  amount  to  somm 
like  ten  millions  more  than  for  the  same  oy*^*"?-!!, 
propriated  last  year,  snd  near  that  amount  more  IW" 
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rerag-e  year  since  the  commencement  of  the  adminis- 
ration  of  General  Jaclcson.  This  excess  may  be  con- 
idered  by  this  House  as  a  war  measure,  and  will  be  so 
iewed  by  the  nation  aqd  the  world. 

These  bills  were,  by  an  order  of  the  House,  at  the 
istance  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
leans,  made  the  special  order  of  each  day  until  they 
re  all  disposed  of.     The  first  bill  taken  up  was  that  ap- 
ropriating  money  for  the  navy;  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Uuion  on 
tiat  bill.    A  war  speech  was  made  by  the  chairman  of 
he  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  his  usual  bus- 
ting, swelling  manner.     Several  other  speeches  follow- 
d;  and,  towards  evening,  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  [Mr.  Btnum]  commenced  a  warm,  animated, 
nd  eloquent,  speech  in  favor  of  the  bill,  in  a  hieh-tone 
rar  spirit.    The  speech  was  about  half  fioislied  when  the 
entleman  gave  place  for  a  motion  for  the  committee  to 
ise,  as  it  was  late  in  the  evening.    Next  day,  the  whole 
louse  came  prepared  to  enter  with  spirit  into  the  dis- 
ussion  of  our  relations  with  France,  and  all  the  meas- 
res  which  were  about  to  be  taken  connected  there- 
rith.     The  party  of  the  little  Kinderhook  hero  seemed 
rimful  of  fight.    We  had  been  denounced,  the  evening 
efore,  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  as  the 
i*rench  party,  which  he  declared  now  existed  in  this  na- 
ion.     The  imputation  we  considered  as  unmerited,  and 
ntended  to  vindicate  ourselves  from  so  foul  an  accusa- 
ion.     Never  did  this  House  assemble  in  a  higher  state 
>f  excitement  than  was  manifested  on  the  next  day:  it 
ras  expected  that  the  debate  would  progress  with  in- 
creased animation,  and  many  a    parliamentary  lance 
irould  be  hurled,  broken,  and  shivered  into  pieces. 
rhe  galleries  were  crowded  at  an  early  hour.     When 
he  time  arrived  for  the  House  again  to  go  into  Commit- 
ee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  on  the  navy 
>ill,  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.CAMBBiLiwg] 
noved  to  dispense  with  the  orders  of  the  day,  to  take 
ip  the  bill  to  relieve  the  sufferers  by  fire  in  New  York. 
The  motion  prevailed;  the  orders  of  the  day  were  dis- 
pensed with;  the  navy  bill  was  laid  down,  and  the  bill  to 
relieve  the  sufferers  by  fire  in  New  York  taken  up. 
3ome  progress  was  made  in  that  billi  but,  before  it  was 
inished—nay,  hardly  commenced— the  House  adjourn- 
;d.     The  next  day,  the  House  was  not  permitted  to  be- 
jin  where  it  had  stopped.     No;  what,  then,  was  the 
course  of  business?  Thesame  gentleman  from  New  York, 
'Mr,   Caxbrilevo,]— who  is  the  leader  of  the  Jack- 
lon-Van  Buren  party  in  this  House,  or,  if  not  the  leader, 
s  put  in  a  position  by  the  Speaker  to  lead — got  up,  ad- 
Jressed  the  House,  and  then  read  or  alluded  to  a  para- 
jrraph  in  a  newspaper,  which,  he  said,  had  attacked  him 
personally;  aa  if  this  House  had  any  thing  to  do  with  the 
newspaper  controversies  of  the  honorable  gentleman. 
K9  usual,  he  pompously  commenced  a  vindication  of 
himself;  but,  before  he  had  uttered  more  than  one  or 
two  sentences,  wound  up  by  saying  that  the  source 
from  which  the  alleged  slander  came  was  beneath  his 
notice  and  unworrtiy  of  him.     I  beg  the  House  not  to 
forget  that,  at  the  same  time,  be  intimated  that  the  sub- 
ject referred  to  in  the  paper  would  be  brought  before 
the  House  in  another  shape  by  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr.  Adams,]  who  instantly  took  the  floor 
with  the  resolution  now  under  debate  in  his  hand,  al- 
ready cut  out  and  made  up  to  order.     The  rules  of  the 
House  were  again  dispensed  with,  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  vothig  for  it,  and  the  present  resolution  was  of- 
fered.  I  will  not  say  that  there  was  a  secret  understand- 
ing between  those  two  gentlemen  that  the  resolution 
ahould  be  brought  before  the  House  in  this  very  extra- 
ordinary and  unprecedented  manner.    The  reason  I  will 
not  aver  that  to  be  the  fact  is,  because  I  do  not  know  it; 
yet,  there  seemed  to  me  to  be  something  inexplicable  in 


the  matter,  if  there  was  no  such  understanding.  Why 
did  he  rise,  allude  to  the  paragraph,  and  stop  short,  with- 
out proceeding  with  his  vindication?  He  was  too  well 
acquainted  with  the  rules  of  this  House  not  to  know 
that  he  was  out  of  order.  I  have  asked,  and  again  re- 
peat it,  why,  aDer  he  bad  commenced  his  defence,  did 
nestop?  and  why  did  he  intimate  that  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  would  bring  that  subject  before  the 
House  in  another  form?  They  must  have  conferred  to- 
gether, and  the  whole  was  a  manoeuvre  to  enable  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to  exhibit  his  resolution; 
which  I  consider  an  indictment,  with  one  count  against 
the  members  in  this  House  who  voted  against  the  three 
million  appropriation  last  session,  another  count  against 
the  majority  in  the  Senate;  but  these  two  counts  are 
only  nominal;  the  real  intent  and  meaning  of  the  whole 
is  to  reach  two  of  the  honorable  Senators,  [Messrs. 
Whitb  and  Wxbstxb,]  who  are  now  before  the  people 
as  candidates  for  the  presidency.  It  looks  like  a  Van 
Buren  trick;  the  hand  of  the  magician  is  surely  in  this 
whole  matter.  If  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  ia 
capable  of  blushing  or  feeling  one  sensation  of  shame, 
that  blush  or  sensation  ought  to  be  exhibited  upon  the 

ftresent  occasion.  I  caU  upon  him  to  review  his  past 
ife,  the  high  and  dignified  offices  he  has  filled,  during  a 
space  of  fifty  years,  with  so  much  credit  to  himself  and 
honor  to  the  nation;  and  now  but  to  behold  his  present 
fallen  condition — the  instrument  of  a  vile  intrigue. 
Self-debasement  and  degradation  is  a  fatality  which  fre^ 
quently  awaits  the  inordinate  ambition  of  an  old  man^ 
tliat  ambition  which  outlives  his  faculties. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  hope  the  House  will  pardon  me  for 
this  short  digression.  I  will  proceed  with  the  history 
of  this  resolution,  and  its  progress  in  the  House  up  to 
the  present  time.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
in  support  of  it,  addressed  the  House  for  nearly  three 
hours,  in  a  most  elaborate  speech,  alike  famous  for  its 
length,  violence,  and  vituperation  of  his  former  political 
friends;  filled  to  overflowing  with  the  bitterest  invec- 
tive. Some  of  his  remarks  I  intend  to  notice  hereafter. 
He  was  followed  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  WisB,]  who  addressed  the  House  at  length 
on  the  opposite  side;  and  who,  in  his  speech,  exhibited 
great  industry,  research,  and  talents.  But  the  ability 
he  displayed,  although  very  great,  did  not  so  much  at- 
tract my  admiration  as  his  bold  and  manly  bearing  in 
delivering  his  sentiments.  He  forcibly  reminded  me  of 
what  that  stern  republican  Roman  said:  that 

"  A  day,  an  hoar,  of  virtuoas  liberty 
Is  worth  a  whole  eternity  in  bondage." 

When  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  resumed  his  seat, 
the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  [Mr.  Caxbbbleko,]  with  great  pomp  and  pa* 
rade,  took  the  floor,  and  announced  what  he  intended 
to  do  when  be  should  address  the  House.    He  said  it 
was  too  late  to  proceed  -that  evening;  but,  before  he 
moved  an  adjournment,  with  great  arrogpance  declared 
he  would  not  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia; 
that  he  intended  to  encounter  a  champion  more  worthy 
of  his  steel— alluding  to  Mr.  Wibstib,  of  the  Senate. 
I  admired  his  courage;  and  felicitated  myself  tliat  my 
eyes,  at  least  once  in  my  life,  would  be  gratified  by  a 
sight  of  the  battle  of  giants.     There  was  something  to 
command  my  admiration  in  his  high  resolves;  it  was  a 
laudable  ambition,  even  if  he  perished  in  the  conflict. 
I  love  to  see  men  matched  fairly:  let  footman  fight  with 
footman,  squire  with  squire,  knigiit  couch  the  lance 
and  spur  the  fiery  steed  against  knight:  Fingal  never 
left  his  rock  and  mixed  in  the  strife  of  heroes,   until 
lAthmon  waa  in  the  field.     When  the  gentleman  took 
the  floor  on  yesterday,  I  expected  eflfurts  commensu- 
rate with  the  undertaking;  I  listened  to  hear  Jupiter 
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thundering  from  Olympus't  cloudy  top%  or,  if  not  the 
thunder  of  Jove,  at  leMt  the  music  of  the  spheres.  But 
was  there  ever  man  so  disappointed!  Instead  of  the 
grandeur,  magnificence,  and  sublimity,  of  thunder  roll- 
ing along  and  shaking  the  earth  from  pole  to  pole,  my 
ears  were  grated  with  the  miserable  sounds  of  a  wretch- 
ed performer  on  a  Jew*8  harp!  [f  an  enlightened 
stranger  were  to  visit  this  city  during  the  sitting  of  Con- 
greu,  and  attend  to  the  debates  in  the  Senate  and  here, 
fiow  this  House  would  suffer  in  the  comparison!  If  he 
should  chance  to  hear  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance  in  the  Senate  [Mr.  Wxbstxb]  developing, 
in  bis  usual  lucid  manner,  complicated  questions  of 
£  nance,  and  unfolding  the  almost  exhaustless,  although 
somewhat  hidden,  resources  of  this  nation;  and,  after 
that,  come  into  this  ball,  and  hear  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  the  same  subjecti 
whether  the  efforts  of  the  great  moneyed  officer  of  this 
House  would  most  excite  his  laughter  or  contempt,  I  can* 
not  tell:  the  sublime  and  ludicrous  are  so  nearly  allied. 
His  feelings  would  be  not  unlike  those  of  an  amateur 
of  the  great  and  awful  workings  of  nature,  who  had 
Just  been  a  spectator  of  Vesuvius  or  Mink  in  the  ap- 
palling grandeur  of  a  tremendous  eruption,  and  then 
turning  on  the  plain  below,  and  seeing  a  mole  or  ant- 
bill  emitting  a  pale  smoke,  and  occasionally  a  feeble  and 
sickly  blazct 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  been  a  member  of  this  House, 
or  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  fqr  nearly  twenty-five 
years.  I  do  not  profess  to  have  an  intimate  acquaint- 
ance with  the  rules  and  regulations  which  govern,  or 
rather  ought  to  govern,  parliamentary  bodiesi  yet  I  do 
profess  to  know  enough  of  the  order  of  proceeding  as 
will  enable  me  to  do,  and  understand  how  to  transact, 
the  business  confided  to  me  either  by  my  constituents 
or  this  House.  I  never  made  more  of  the  rulea  my 
study  than  was  needful  for  the  doing  of  business.  Mv 
ambitious  aspirations  have  never  been  directed  towards 
the  Speaker's  chair.  I  cannot  give  in  to  the  modem 
doctrine,  that,  if  the  force  of  party,  or  the  desire  to 
propitiate  the  White  House,  should  take  a  man  from 
amongst  us  who  is  not  above  the  mediocrity  of  this 
House,  and  make  him  Speaker,  he  thereby  becomes 
one  of  the  wise  men  of  this  land:  it  is  the  man  who  is  to 
do  honor  to  the  chair,  and  not  the  chair  to  do  honor  to 
the  mani  if  he  does  not  fill  it,  his  littleness,  by  his  ele- 
vation, only  becomes  more  visible  and  striking.  If  the 
same  man,  when  in  the  chair,  ahould  select  a  man  be- 
low the  mediocrity  of  this  House,  and  put  him  at  the 
head  of  the  most  important  committee,  I  am  equally 
disinclined  to  believe  that  he  thereby  becomes  «  a  very 
Daniel  of  a  man."  Sir,  since  Elijah  went  to  heaven  in 
a  chariot  of  fire,  and  cast  his  mantle  on  Elisha,  and  he 
.thereby  became  a  prophet,  God  has  not  vouchsafed  for 
any  other  man  on  this  earth  to  be  thus  gifted. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  declare  to  this  House  that  such  a  reso- 
lution afthe  present  I  never  before  saw*  Does  it  pro- 
poM  any  thing  for  the  action  of  this  House?  1  answer, 
no.)  Does  it  present  any  thing  for  the  action  of  the 
Senate?  Itdoeanot.  We  are  to  raise  a  committee  in 
this  House  to  inquire  and  report  why  a  certain  bill, 
which  was  before  Congress  at  the  last  session,  did  not 
pass.  Let  the  committee  report  as  it  may,  no  action  of 
this  House  can  be  based  thereon  or  grow  out  of  it. 
Can  we  impeach  the  members  of  the  Senate,  or  of  the  last 
House  of  Bepresentativea,  who  voted  apainat  the  three 
million  appropr'ution?  Every  man  in  this  House  knows 
we  cannot. 

One  of  the  main  objects  of  tbia  resolution  is  to  raise 
the  committee.  Will  that  committee  examine  witnesses? 
No.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  will  draught 
a  report,  based  upon  his  distorted  view  of  the  transac- 
tion»  for  1  well  know  the  part  be  took  in  it  last  session. 


It  will  be  filled  with  bitter  dennnciatioDS  of  Imiataa 
political  frienda  and  associates,  to  conciliate  the  oppoite 
party,  and  make  his  peace  at  the  palace.  I  hiTc  no 
doubt  the  report  will  not  exhibit  any  one  factoidif 
as  it  took  place:  to  tell  the  truth,  the  whole  (rttib,ad 
nothing  but  the  truth,  ia  far  from  the  object  of  the  pi 
tleman  concerned  in  thia  matter.  A  war  it  to  be  aidi 
on  the  Senators,  to  cheapen  and  lessen  their  Ktafai 
with  the  people  of  the  United  SUtes.  Utan.  Vu 
STKX  and  White  are  to  be  assailed  without  mercfiB 
the  report^  and  food  furniahed  for  all  the  adminiilntioi 
presses  in  the  Union,  next  summer,  to  sboie  tboiefbs 
voted  againat  the  appropriation  in  either  Houie.  luk. 
does  it  become  the  dignity  of  ihia'august  assnsbljr.  \k 
wisest  and  freest  on  earth,  to  degrade  itself  forsKhi 
vile  purpose— the  inglorious  one  of  becoroiB{[  ptoden 
to  collect  and  imbody  alander  for  the  ofEce-hoWennd 
ofiice-httnters,  some  of  whom  are  now  feedin?,  i«i 
otbert  expect  shortly  to  feed,  upon  "  the  spoUi'  of  iw 
nation,  as  if  we  were  a  conquered  enemyt  and  wbout 
the  only  self^yled,  self.created  democracy  of  the  c«t 
try^t  word  justly  dear  to  a  republican,  sod  only  used, 
in  these  degenerate  days,  by  designing  knaves,  to  m 
and  deoeive  the  people?  ^         ,  ..    ,«u 

I  boldly  and  fearksaly  pronounce  the  rewlulion  toi« 
unparliamentary,  unprecedented,  and  du|i»ceW» 
those  concerned  in  it.  No  man  can  misundenitwl « 
object:  it  ia  an  inquiaition  of  entiUing  foryiBBttW- 
If,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  had  no  other  reasons  Ihin  twn 
have  this  moment  assigned,  I  would  vote  sgsinrttberB- 
olution.  If  the  gentleman  from  Massschuietti  iHJ 
to  cut  a  aomeraet,  let  him  do  it  aa  a  clown  in  thepji: « 
not  give  him  a  apring-plank  to  leap  fnm  I  ww^ 
him  turn  a  somerset  as  a  ground,  not  a  lofjy  ^^^•l 
is  not  unaccustomed  to  these  thingsi  be  bss  freqw 
done  it  before,  without  the  aid  of  a  committee,  wa  *• 

him  do  it  again.  -a  a^ 

1  will  endeavor  now  to  give  a  brief  and  rapid  »«* 
of  the  history  of  the  fortification  bill,  as  it «  ctiw,i» 
of  the  three  milPion  approprbtion  attached  toMM ' 
of  amendment,  in  the  last  stages  ofthcprogwa®** 

The  fortification  bill  was  reported  to  this  Hflu«^ 
the  proper  committeei  and,  after  remaining  uere 
fiAy  days,  it  passed,  and  was  sent  to  the  Sei»»e  JJ.  ^ 
action  of  that  body.  The  appropriation!  in  we  b"j^ 
that  time,  amounted  to  #559,000?  this  being  we  ^ 
then  deemed  sufficient  by  the  Department  of  wir. 
bill  waa  sent  to  the  Senate,  and  there  ««*2ShS 
attention  of  that  body.    It  passed  the  Sew»e  ^T"^ 

menu  making  additional  •PP'^P'**?"' *?iS.  iiak«« 
tions  of  the  country  to  the  amount  of  w*}^^*  yi  k 
§989,000.  On  the  laat  day  of  the  ^^^^^^d 
amended,  came  from  the  Senate  for  the  ^^T^f^ 
this  House  in  the  Senate's  amendments.  "  "7=^  5111, 
of  the  administration  only  wanted  the  «>"3_^„„of 
all  they  bad  to  do  was  to  agree  to  the  f"""^  jjkfd 
the  Senate.  It  contained  #430,000  more  iw?  ^^^^ 
for  originally  by  the  Preaident  and  War  wepj 
and  more  than  the  usual  and  customary  »""  p,pri»- 
priations  for  the  same  objecta.  The  annual  ^w  ^, 
tions  for  fortifications  mnce  the  war  anaoum,  «»^' 
to  these  sumst  _ 

JBtppropHatiOM  farfar^fiaMoM  since  the  ^J^^^  ^ 


For  1814» 
1815, 
1816, 
18ir, 
1818» 
1819, 
1820, 
1891« 


#553,999  43 
451,389  93 
396,361  02 
381,969  61 
635,933  66 
972,964  46 
675,376  23 
316|720  69 


For  1622, 

1824^ 
1825, 
1826, 
1827. 


633.561^ 
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ir  1830,  . 
1831,  . 
1852,  . 
1833,  - 


$951,000  00 
816,60i  00 
753,000  00 
936,900  00 


For  1834,  •    $871,044  00 
1835,  -      100,000  00 

$13,770,473  84 


it  on  tho  kit  day  of  th«  sesaion,  and  about  lunset  on 
at  di^,  did  tho  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Cax« 
isi.a«B]  move  to  agree  to  the  Senate's  amendmenta^ 
th  an  amendment;  which  amendment  contained  the 
moua  three  million  appropriation. 
Had  the  President  sent  us  any  communication  on  the 
bject?  No.  Had  we  beard  that  the  War  Department 
anted  lO  No.  Some  few  favorites,  it  seems,  had 
sen  so  informed)  but  they  kept  it  a  profound  secret, 
''by  did  they  not  communicate  it  to  the  House,  if  it 
as  an  executive  measure?  If  General  Jackson  desired 
e  money,  for  the  purposes  of  carrying  on  the  Govern- 
ent,  why  not  say  so?  He  has  never  heretofore  been 
ickward  in  telling  us  what  be  wished  done.  Did  he 
ant  tlie  money,  and  yet  not  dare  "  to  aaaume  the  re* 
konsibility'*  of  asking  for  it?  Upon  all  these  subjecU 
'  information  we  were  lef^  in  the  dark.  The  Ezecu- 
re  of  this  and  every  other  Government  informs  the  Ic- 
ielative  department  what  amount  of  money  is  necessary 
>  carry  on  the  Government;  and  the  legislative  depart- 
lent  is  never  in  fault,  until  they  refuse  to  appropriate 
le  money  afler  it  is  demanded. 
The  appropriation  of  the  three  millions  was  asked  by 
le  gentleman  from  New  York  too  late  for  any  of  us  to 
lake  inquiry  of  the  President,  or  the  War  Department, 
s  to  the  fitness  and  propriety  of  the  measure;  and,  if 
re  had  made  the  inquiiy,  it  is  evident  no  information 
rould  have  been  given;  or  why  did  the  chairman  of  the 
lommittee  of  Ways  and  Means  [Mr.  Polk]  keep  it  a 
ecret,  and  request  some  few  others,  who  knew  that 
he  President  wanted  the  money,  not  to  divulge  it^ 
lurely,  the  leaders  of  the  administration  party  Intended 
o  sport  with  and  mock  the  House. 

Mr.  Speaker,  if  there  bad  been  no  other  cause  than 
he  want  of  time  and  of  information  on  the  subject, 
ve  did  right  to  vote  against  the  three  million  appropna- 
ion.  I,  for  one,  will  never  give  away  the  money  of  my 
ionstituents,  unless  I  know  the  why  and  wherefore  it  is 
£ked  and  demanded. 

About  dark,  on  the  last  day  of  the  session,  the  bill 
vent  back  from  this  House  to  the  Senate,  for  the  con- 
:urrence  of  that  body  to  the  three  million  appropriation. 
The  Senators  had  no  information  of  any  kind  on  the  sub- 
ect,  either  official  or  informal;  they  had  no  time  for  in- 
vestigation; they  must  either  vote  the  money  instantly, 
srithout  light  ^ov  knowledge  on  the  subject,  or  reject 
:he  appropriation  and  disagree  to  our  amendment.  TItey, 
%a  became  sages  and  patriots,  chose  the  latter  alternative: 
Lhey  acted  with  becoming  dignity  and  manly  indepen« 
dence,  in  true  character  with  themselves.  The  bill  came 
here  with  the  disagreement  of  the  Senate  to  our  amend- 
ment; we  insisted,  and  sent  it  back  to  the  Senate:  the 
Senate  adhered  to  their  dissgreement;  we  again  insisted, 
and  asked  a  committee  of  conference;  and  a  committee 
was  accordingly  appointed.  The  Senate  agreed  to  the 
conference,  and  appointed  a  committee  on  their  part. 
The  conferees  met,  and  agreed  on  reducing  the  three 
miUioni  to  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars;  thuv  making 
the  whole  bill  contain  appropriations  to  the  amount  of 
$1,789,000.  After  the  conferees  had  agreed,  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  the  part  of  this  House  [Mr. 
CufsaxuKo]  refused  to  report  to  the  House,  and  the 
witole  bill  was  thereby  finally  lost. 

Mr.  Speaker,  after  this  short  history  of  the  ori^n  and 

progress  of  the  bill  through  both  Houses,  the  next  mquiry 

will  be,  why  was  the  bill  lost?  and,  if  there  be  blame 

and  cause  of  censure  any  where,  who  is  in  fault? 

This  part  of  the  inquiry  has  been  somewhat  anticipated 


by  what  I  have  already  said.  I  maintain  the  proposi- 
tion, that  those  in  thia  House  who  voted  against  tbe 
three  million  appropriation  are  not  to  blame,  nor  can 
any  censure  be  alleged  against  the  Senate.  The  ad* 
ministration  party  had  a  decided  majority  in  this  House, 
and  the  complete  and  entire  control  of  the  standing  com* 
mittcesi  they  could  bring  forwaid  a  measure  when  they 
pleased,  or  keep  it  back  as  long  as  they  pleaaed.  Then» 
I  ask,  nay,  demand,  why  did  they  not  bring  forward  the 
proposition  for  the  three  million  appropriation  sooner? 
Our  relations  with  France  were  then  in  about  the  same 
situation  they  had  been  for  some  weeks  beforei  no 
change;  no  recent  information  had  been  received  on  the 
subject;  there  is  nothing  in  the  whole  matter  to  justify  the 
withholding  the  demand  for  the  appropriation  to  so  late 
a  period;  and,  if  it  was  really  lost  for  want  of  time,  who 
are  answerable  for  it?  The  answer  is  obvious.  Those 
in  power,  and  whose  business  it  was  to  bring  forward  the 
proposition.  This  House  and  the  Senate  acted  en  the 
subject  with  unusual  promptitude  and  despatch. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  has  said  that  the  hour 
of  13  o'clock  had  arrived  before  the  committee  of  con* 
forence  met,  and  that  he  believed  the  House  dissolved 
by  the  constitution  at  13  o'clock.  If  this  was  bis  opin- 
ion, why  then  meet  at  all?  When  he  was  called  on  for 
a  report  from  the  committee  of  conference,  he  gave  thia 
constitutional  opinion  as  one  of  the  reasons  why  he 
would  not  report,  which  reads  in  these  words: 

*<Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  chairman  of  the  conferees  on 
the  part  of  this  House,  then  rose  and  stated  that  be  de« 
dined  to  make  report  of  the  proceedinga  of  the  commit* 
tee  of  conference  aforesaid,  on  the  ground  that,  from  the 
vote  on  the  resolution  granting  compensation  to  Robert 
P.  Letcher,  which  vote  was  decided  at  the  tin>e  the  com* 
mittee  returned  into  the  House  from  the  conference,  it 
was  ascertained  that  a  quorum  was  not  present;  and,  fur* 
ther,  that  he  declined  to  make  the  said  report  on  the 
ground  that  the  constitutional  term  for  which  thia  House 
had  been  chosen  had  expired." 

I  will  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  turn  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  journal.    In  page  519,  it  reads  as  follows: 

*<  A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Hubbard  that  the 
House  do  ask  a  conference  with  the  Senate  on  the  disa- 
greeing votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  said  amend* 
ment 

'*  And  on  the  question.  Will  the  House  ask  a  con* 
ference? 

**  It  pas  ed  in  the  affirmative.    And 

"Mr.  Cambreleng,  Mr.  Lewis,  and  Mr.  Hubbard, 
were  appointed  managers,  to  conduct  the  said  confer* 
ence,  on  the  part  of  this  House." 

The  committee  of  conference  was  appointed,  I  think, 
about  10  o'clock  at  ni^ht.  I  had  the  honor  of  then  being  a 
member,  and  an  attentive  observer  of  all  that  paned.  The 
House  then  went  on  to  do  business  to  such  an  extent  aa 
to  fill  op  two  pages  and  a  half  of  the  journal,  when  the 
Cumberland  road  bill  was  taken  up;  and  on  that  bill  two 
of  the  committee  of  conference,  Messrs.  Cambreleng 
and  Hubbard,  voted  in  the  negative;  see  journal,  page 
523.  It  will  be  perceived  that,  at  this  time,  the  com- 
mittee of  conference  wss  in  the  House  and  voting. 
About  1  o'clock  A.  M.,  the  House  voted  on  the  resolu* 
tion  to  pay  Mr.  Letcher  his  per  diem  allowance  when 
contesting  his  seat  with  Major  Moore.  Mr.  Cambrel- 
eng voted  on  that  also;  see  the  journal,  page  334.  I  ask 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  when  did  the  committee 
of  conference  meet?  He  says,  after  ^be  voted  on  the 
resolution  to  pay  Mr.  Letcher.  I  ask  him  again,  if  yoa 
were  in  earnest  about  this  whole  matter,  and  intends 
ed'  no  trick,  why  did  you  not  go  out  before?  Why 
did  you  stay,  after  your  appointment  at  10  o'clock, 
until  one,  before  you  attempted  to  meet  in  confer* 
ence,  when,  from  your  own  statement,  you  were  of 


2395 


&  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


2396 


H.  ov  IL] 


fMifiaOUm  Biii  of  Ltui  SMon. 


[Jai.  28, 1836. 


opinion  the  House  was  ditsoWed  nt  twelref  fs  there 
not  a  palpable  dereliction  of  duty  in  not  attending^  the 
committee  of  conference  sooner?  The  fiict  and  truth  is, 
Mr.  Speaker*  the  gpentleman  was  not  remiss  In  meeting 
in  conference.  He  did  go  after  his  appointment,  and 
returned  before  the  Cumberland  road  bill  was  taken  opi 
but,  not  likinr  the  result  of  the  conference,  or  perhaps 
from  some  lurking  desire  to  injure  the  Senate,  and  cast 
the  odium  of  the  loss  of  the  bill  on  that  body,  would 
not  report. 

There  is,  evidently,  a  piece  of  political  jugglery  in 
this  whole  business;  and  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
and  his  confederates  were  the  prime  movers  and  actors 
tn  the  whole  scene.  The  gentleman  says  that  there  was 
no  time  to  hold  the  conference,  after  his  appointment, 
until  the  Cumberland  road  bill  was  taken  up.  I  repeat 
again,  what  I  have  said  before,  that  there  was  business 
transacted,  enough  to  fill  two  and  a  half  pages  of  the 
journal  I  and  three  speeches  were  made— one  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Asbibt,]  to  take  up  a  bill 
relative  to  his  State;  and  two  by  gentlemen  from  Mary- 
land, against  the  bill  from  the  Senate  which  abolished 
the  Maryland  and  Delaware  judicial  circuit.  That  rea- 
son of  the  gentleman  is  unfounded  in  fact.  The  gentle- 
man has  one  of  the  two  horns  of  the  dilemma  to  take- 
either  to  stand  convicted  of  not  going  to  conference  un- 
til after  twelve  o'clock,  when  he  then  believed  the  House 
dissolved;  and  going  after  that  time  and  conferring, 
when  he  admits  he  had  no  power  to  act  as  a  member: 
the  other  alternative  la^  that  be  went  in  time,  returned 
iji  time,  and  then  refused  to  make  the  report. 

So»  take  it  any  way  that  the  question  can  be  present- 
ed, the  loss  of  the  bill  is  attributable  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  and  none  else.  The  gentleman  has 
one  pleasing  consolation  left  to  him;  he  stands,  in  rela- 
tion to  this  House,  and  this  great  and  wide-spreading  re- 
public, in  the  same  position  that  the  ancients  believed 
Mount  Atlas  did  towards  the  heavens— he  can  bear  it  all 
upon  his  own  shoulders. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  attempts  to  throw 
the  loss  of  the  bill  upon  those  who  believed  the  House 
to  be  constitutionally  dissolved  at  12  o'clock  on  the  3d 
of  March  last.  Although  I  then  entertained  that  opinion, 
and  acted  on  it,  which  opinion  1  have  not  since  changed; 
yet,  even  if  we  were  wrong,  the  gentleman  ought  to  rec- 
ollect that  that  error  of  opinion  does  not  exculpate  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Caxbrblihs.]  I  ask 
the  gentleman,  [Mr.  Adams,]  if  it  would  not  be  wise  and 

Erudent  in  him  at  least  to  see  who  is  to  be  most  affected 
y  entertaining  that  opinion!  If  there  be-  error  in  it, 
will  it  fall  heaviest  upon  your  old  and  now  deserted  po- 
litical friends,  or  your  new  allies,  whom  you  are  now 
courting  with  such  marked  attention  and  assiduity,  and 
who,  after  they  use  you,  will  not  give  you  your  expected 
and  hoped-for  reward;  no,  not  even  the  thirty  pieces  of 
ailver?  General  Jackson  entertained  that  opinion,  and 
acted  on  it;  Mr.  Van  Buren  entertained  that  opinion, 
aa  a  matter  of  course^by  instinct,  I  suppose.  If  my 
memory  serves  roe  right,  he  held  a  short  conversation 
in  this  ball  that  night  with  a  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  BxARSsutT,]  who  directly  afterwards  refused  to 
vote,  as  appears  by  the  journal,  which  reads  in  these 
words: 

*<  A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Jarvis,  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

"  And,  in  deciding  the  question  by  yeas  and  nays,  the 
name  of  Samuel  Beardsley,  of  New  York,  being  called, 
be  declined  to  answer,  on  the  ground  that  the  term  for 
which  the  members  of  the  twenty-third  Congress  had 
been  elected  had  expired;  and  that,  according  to  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  this  House  had  ceased* 
at  12  o'clock  to-night,  to  exist. 

••  After  some  remarks  and  suggestions  from  various 


members,  and  from  the  Chair,  it  was  informUy  ipccd 
to  pass  the  name  of  Mr.  Beardsley." 

This  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  MsMdnaetii 
is  a  two-edged  sword,  and,  when  wielded  hj  bin,  cvb 
ten  of  his  new  associates  for  one  of  his  old  fiiiendi. 

I,  however,  do  not  much  censure  the  i^ntlemu  k 
entertaining  the  opinion  that  the  President  sndCoagRs 
can  each  hold  their  ofBees,  one  after  the  fovr  yein,  ui 
the  other  the  two  years  expire.  Huw  Ion;  if^erthe 
time  shall  expire  they  can  continue  in  office,  he  don  net 
state;  at  least  long  enough,  I  suppose,  to  do  wbit  ttej 
desire,  and  to  finish  what  they  have  on  hind.  Tto 
question  revives  his  ancient  recollections  tnd  rtmt 
cences.  I  once  heard  of  a  President  who,  between 
midnight  and  day,  and  that,  too,  after  his  four  yeinhii 
expired,  made  a  batch  of  judges,  to  reward  some  of  lie 
high-toned  federalists  of  the  old  school  for  put  lenrkei. 

I  have  remarked,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  I  differed  on  ilat 
night  with  many  of  my  friends  about  the  time  when  O 
greas  wss  dissolved  by  the  constitution.  If  I  an  obtas 
the  indulgence  and  patient  attention  of  the  Houff,  I  «^ 
submit  a  few  remarks  in  support  of  my  opinion.  Tm 
constitution  of  the  United  Stales,  in  relation  to  BejiK- 
sentatives,  in  the  second  section  of  the  first  article,  rtici 
in  these  words:  , 

••  The  House  of  Repreaentetives  shall  be  coiBP««  « 
members  chosen  every  second  year  by  the  P«0P«  J*"" 
several  Statesf  and  the  electors  in  each  SlsteihiMiii« 
the  qualifications  requisite  for  electors  of  the  moil  noKf- 
ous  branch  of  the  State  Legislature.*'  ^^ 

And,  in  relstion  to  the  election  of  President,  irtxs 
second,  section  the  first,  reads  as  follows:        -_m^ 

"The  executive  power  shall  be  vested  in  f  P^' 
of  the  United  States  of  America.  He  shall  hold  h«  o»« 
during  the  term  of  four  years,  and,  together  wiw  we 
Vice  President,  chosen  for  the  same  term,  beclecteuM 
follows,"  &c.  „        ., 

The  time,  plsce,  and  manner,  of  clectiftg  RfP"^* 
tives,  are,  by  the  constitution,  left  to  the  Stites.  iw 
provision  on  that  subject  reads  in  these  words: 

"The  times,  pIsces,  and  manner,  of  hold«njeiecw» 
for  Senators  and  Representatives  shall  be  P"*^""^ 
each  SUte  by  the  LegisUture  thereof?  but  the  tonp^ 
may,  at  any  time,  by  law,  make  or  alter  such  reguWHK-, 
except  aa  to  the  places  of  choosing  Scnaton.  , 

From  these  provisions  in  the  constitution  of  ih* '-"' 
States,  it  is  dear  and  manifest  that  a  R«P»"«*"  ,"^ 
elected  for  two  years,  and  the  President  for  four  J^ 
When  does  the  time  commence?  is  theneit  wiop 
inquiry.    Not  at  the  time  of  the  election,  fo^  "^*.  ,Uf. 
dent  is  elected  the  fall  before  the  4th  of  Mifch?  ns c 
tion  is  complete  when  the  electors  P»^*,"'V«notbini 
of  votes:  the  mode  of  ascertaining  that  foct  nw "   ^ 
to  do  with  the  time  of  election,     B^P'^^^mioce 
chosen  for  two  years:  the  two  yesrs  «»"""' J^es  rff"* 
from  the  time  of  the  election,  because  the  ^'"^  ^J^ 
late  the  times  of  the  election  of  their  respective J^"^^ 
and  hardly  any  two  States  elect  at  the  ssme  ""y^jj^rf 
quently,  there  would  be  no  uniformity  »» ^^        y^. 
commencement  or  termination  of  the  two  X'  ^Jj^jte 
quently  members  are  elected  more  than  a  yesr        ^ 
Congress  commences  of  which  they  sre  mem  ^^^^^ 
the  same  man  who  is  elected  is,  at  the  time  o   ^^^ 
a  member  of  a  preceding  Congress,  snd  *^J^    ^ 
sion  In  it  after  his  election  to  a  succeeding  Jr?^  y  vbefl 

The  constitution  did  not,  in  the  body  of  ^^J^J^^ 
the  time  should  commence,  and  when  end.  ^^^^  ^ 
is  obvious.  The  convention  did  not  |j"^ *..  j^p^ iK 
Slates  wouM  ratify  the  constitution  {  snd,  "j"  ^peiitf 
time  when  the  Government  under  it  sbwiw       ,^  ^ 


could  not  be  fixed;  hence,  no  time  »  ?  V^^riu"^^ 
constitution  for  the  commencement  of  the       '^. 
The  convention  adopted  a  retolutionf  io  ^"^ 
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**IUiohed^  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  convention 
bat,  as  soon  as  the  conventions  of  nine  States  shall  have 
atified  this  constitution,  the  United  States  in  Cong^ress 
ssembled  should  fix  a  day  on  which  electors  should  be 
ppointed  by  the  States  which  shall  have  ratified  the 
Mne,  and  a  day  on  which  the  electors  should  assemble 
)  vote  for  the  President,  and  the  time  and  place  for 
ommencing  proceeding^  under  this  constitution.  That, 
fter  such  publication,  the  electors  should  be  appointed, 
nd  the  Senators  and  Representatives  elected.  That  the 
lectors  should  meet  on  the  day  fixed  for  the  election  of 
[le  President,  and  should  transmit  their  votes,  certified, 
igned,  sealed,  and  directed,  as  the  constitution  requires, 
3  the  Secretary  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
ledt  that  the  Senators  and  Representatives  should  con- 
ene  at  the  time  and  place  assigned;  that  the  Senators 
^ould  appoint  a  President  of  the  Senste,  for  the  sole  I 
urpose  of  receiving,  opening,  and  counting,  the  votes 
>r  President;  and  that,  aAer  he  shall  be  chosen,  the 
longresB,  together  with  the  President,  should,  without 
elay,  proceed  to  execute  this  constitution." 

This  resolution  declared  that  Congress,  when  the  rat- 
Ication  of  nine  States  took  place,  should  fix  on  the  day 
rhen  the  Government  should  commence.  Congress 
id  designate  the  day  by  a  resolution,  which  reads  in  these 
rords: 

**Buolvedt  That  the  first  Wednesday  in  January  next 
e  the  day  for  appointing  electors  in  the  several  States 
rbich,  before  the  said  day,  shall  have  ratified  the  said  con- 
titution;  that  the  first  Wednesday  in  February  next  be 
tie  day  for  the  electors  to  assemble  in  their  respective 
Itates,  and  vote  for  a  President;  and  that  Ihefirst  Wednes- 
lay  in  March  [4th]  next  be  the  time,  and  the  present 
eat  of  Congress  [New  York]  the  place,  for  commencing 
»roceedings  under  the  said  constitution." 

By  this  resolution  of  Congress,  the  4th  of  March,  1789, 
vas  the  day  fixed  on  by  Congress.  On  that  day,  the 
>resent  Government  was  to  commence  under  the  consti* 
ution,  and  on  that  day  it  did  commence. 

The  caption  to  the  acts  of  the  first  Congress  proves 
hat  the  Government  of  the  United  States  commenced  on 
be  4th  of  March,  1789;  which  caption  reads  in  these 
rords; 

«' Acts  of  the  first  Congress  of  the  United  Stotes,  passed 
it  the  first  session,  which  was  begun  and  held  at  the  city 
»f  New  York,  in  the  SUte  of  New  York,  on  Wednesday, 
Jarch  4»  1789,  and  ended  September  29,  in  the  same 
'ear.*' 

The  4th  of  March,  1789,  after  being  fixed  on  by  Con- 
gress, in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  convention,  is 
ust  as  binding  as  if  it  were  inserted  in  the  constitution 
tself.  It  is  the  execution  of  a  power;  and  when  the  ex- 
cution  takes  phice,  in  strict  conformity  to  the  power,  it 
hen  becomes  the  aet  of  those  giving  the  power. 

The  term  of  each  President  is  for  four  years,  the  first 
erro  having  commenced  on  the  4th  of  March,  1789. 
iVhen  did  General  Washington's  first  term  commence? 
rhe  answer,  is,  on  the  4th  of  March,  1789;  his  second 
erm  on  the  4th  of  March,  1793;  and  the  term  of  ofiice 
>f  each  of  his  successors  has  been  computed  in  the  same 
ray»  from  that  time  to  the  present.  The  same  rule  of 
:onstruction  is  to  be  resorted  to  as  to  Representatives, 
ixcept  that  their  term  of  service  is  two  yesrs.  Surely, 
llr.  Speaker,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  dispute,  or  contro- 
rersy,  as  to  the  day  when  the  time  shall  commence  to 
'un. 

What  is  the  time  that  completes  one  year?  Suppose 
ve  beg^n  on  new  year's  day:  the  answer  is,  the  last  day 
)f  tbe  December  following,  which  completes  the  three 
lundred  and  sixty-five  days.  Every  negro  that  has  been 
lired  out  on  a  new  year's  day  for  a  year  knows  the  year 
s  out  on  the  last  day  of  December  following.  The  week 
las  seven  days:  suppose  we  begin  with  Monday,  are  not 


the  seven  days  completed  on  Sunday?  I  am  elected  for 
two  yearsi  if  my  time  commences  on  the  4th  of  Msrch* 
is  it  not  out  on  the  3d  of  March  two  years  thereafter? 
Let  us  see  bow  the  law  computes  twenty-one  yesrs,  the 
age  of  maturity,  for  a  man  or  woman.  Blackstone's 
Commentaries,  first  volume,  page  463,  reads  in  these 
words: 

*'  So  that  full  age  in  male  or  female  is  twenty-one  years, 
which  age  is  completed  on  the  day  preceding  tbe  anni- 
versary of  a  person's  birth." 

That  the  Representative's  term  of  service  commences 
on  the  4th  of  March  every  two  years,  and  expires  on  the 
Sd  of  March  two  years  anerwards,  is  a  position  so  plain 
that  none  can  gainsay  it — no  one  attempts  to  dispute  it. 
The  whole  question  comes  to  this  at  last:  when  does  the 
4th  of  March  commence,  and  when  does  the  3d  of  March, 
two  years  afterwards,  end'  The  law  makes  no  fraction 
of  a  day;  the  legal  time,  as  universally  settled,  is,  that  the 
day  begins  at  midnight,  and  ends  at  midnight:  in  the 
computation  of  time,  the  law  knows  no  night.  Suppose 
a  nun  were  under  trial  for  Sabbath  breaking,  and  the 
proof  was  he  broke  the  Sabbath  on  Sunday  morning  be* 
tween  daybreak  and  sunrise:  would  any  judge  or  jury 
lei  him  off,  upon  the  ground  that  it  was  on  Saturday  he 
committed  the  act?  Or  suppose  it  was  proven  that  the 
person  under  trial  did  the  deed  alleged  agpainst  him  (say, 
went  to  ploughing)  on  Monday  morning,  ten  minutes  be- 
fore sunrise;  would  any  judg^  dare  say  that  was  Sun- 
day, and  he  was  guilty  of  Sabbath  breaking?  Our  con* 
stitution  must  be  construed  as  any  other  part  of  our  law 
would,  for  it  is  a  part  of  the  law  of  tbe  land.  This  mode 
of  computing  time  haa  been  long  regulated  by-mankind^ 
and  it  is  now  too  late  to  dispute  it. 

The  conduct  of  gentlemen,  who  contended  last  ses« 
sion  that  the  computation  should  be  made  from  sunrise 
to  sunrise,  and'tbat  Cong^ress  could  continue  its  session 
till  sunrise  the  4th  of  March,  distrusted  their  own  opin- 
ion; and  it  was  only  as  the  last  alternative  that  they  were 
driven  to  assume  that  ground. 

On  the  last  night  of  the  last  session  there  were  a  num- 
ber of  bills  on  the  Clerk's  table;  each  bill  bad  its  friends. 
About  ten  o'clock,  it  was  perceived  that  the  bills,  or 
some  of  them,  would  be  lost  for  want  of  time.  A 
clockmaker  in  this  city  was  procured,  and  conveyed  be- 
hind the  clock  of  this  ball;  he  moved  the  hands  back 
eighteen  minutes.  I  saw  it  done,  and  announced  the 
fact  to  those  who  sat  near  me.  Immediately  afterwards, 
when  the  eyes  of  fif^y  gentlemen  were  on  the  clock,  its 
hands  were  moved  back  one  hour  more;  then,  a  mem- 
ber from  North  Carolina  proclaimed  the  fact  to  the 
House.  I  have  since  been  informed  that  the  man  who 
had  this  done  was  then  a  member  of  Congress,  and  has 
since  boasted  of  it;  and  that  he  procured  it  to  be  done 
to  get  a  favorite  measure  he  was  interested  in  through 
the  House.  Why  did  he  do  it?  Because  he  was  of 
opinion  that  tbe  time  would  expire  at  midnight;  yet  the 
same  man  was  arrayed  with  those  who  afterwards  con- 
tended that  sunrise  next  morning  was  the  time,  and  not 
midnight. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  had  on  that  night  tlie  consoUtion  to 
find  I  did  not  stand  alone  in  my  opinion.    A  large  part 
of  the  members  present  agreed  with  me,  and  aome  of 
the  ablest  constitutional  lawyers  of  the  House  were  of 
the  number;  among  whom  I  now  recollect  were  two 
members  from  Georgia,  Messrs.  Foster  and  Gilmer,  Mr. 
Archer  from  Virginis,  and  a  gentleman  from  Ohio,  who 
is  a  member  of  the  i>resent  Congress;  and  on  that  ac- 
count I  cannot  designate  him  by  name.     He  is  a  man  of 
great  talents,  and  sn  able  lawyer.     This  description,  I 
fear,  will  not  enable  me  to  point  him  out  to  the  House, 
as  it  is  equally  applicable  to  a  number  of  gentlemen 
from  that  State. 
Sir,  as  it  respects  myself,  I  voted  against  tbe  three 
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■iillioii  tpproprlatioii,  beetuse  I  did  then,  and  do  now, 
believe  toe  amendment,  u  drawn  up,  was  uneonstitution* 
a1,  and  highly  impolitic  To  tbii  point  I  intend,  in  a  few 
momenta,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houses  but,  before 
I  do  it,  a  remark  of  the  gentleman  from  Maaaacboaetts 
demanda  aome  notice.  It  was  intended  aa  an  apolopfy 
for  the  administration  party  in  not  asking  Congress  for 
the  three  millions  sooner,  and  why  the  Bxecutire  did 
not  require  the  money,  and  that  it  devolved  on  Con- 
gress to  act  without  such  requirement.  He  said  it  was 
the  unanimous  vote  of  this  House,  given  the  day  before 
the  amendment  waa  offered,  that  superinduced  the  ne- 
eessity  of  the  appropriation.  I  deny  the  fact.  What 
was  that  vote  which  was  alluded  toby  tlie  gentleman? 
It  was  nothing  more  nor  less  than  this:  that  we  would 
atand  by  the  treaty,  and  insist  on  its  execution.  We  in- 
tended to  say  to  France,  Our  demands  sgainst  you  are 
ckwed  by  the  treaty;  the  sum  you  are  to  pay  is  settled 
definitively;  and  we  will  not  open  the  contest  again,  and 
reinvestigate  our  demands.  That  was  what  was  intend- 
ed by  the  first  member  of  the  resoUifion,  which  resolu- 
tion reads  in  these  words: 

**Bmohedf  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the 
treaty  with  France  of  the  4th  of  July,  1831,  should  be 
maintained,  and  its  execution  insisted  on.'* 

The  second  member  of  the  resolution,  that  we  would 
insist  on  its  execution,  means  no  more  than  this:  that 
we  held  the  highest  and  most^aoleron  obligation  on 
France  that  a  nation  could  give,  and  that  we  would  in- 
sist on  its  fulfilment.  But  did  it  point  out  how  and  in 
what  manner  we  intended  to  insist?  Did  it  say  we  in- 
tended tn  reaort  to  arms,  the  last  argument  of  nations  > 
I  answer,  no.  We  carefully  forbore  to  sav,  or  even  to 
intimate,  what  we  intended  to  do.  Our  mtention  was 
to  regulate  our  conduct  by  the  subsequent  action  of  the 
French.  We,  in  truth  and  &ct,  designed  doing  nothing 
until  the  French  Chambcra  should  have  an  opportunity 
again  to  act  on  the  bill  appropriating  the  twenty-five 
millions  of  francs.  We  were  desirous  to  wait,  and  sus- 
pend action  until  we  ahould  see  what  a  sense  of  justice 
would  do  with  the  French  people,  or  what  the  feelings 
of  shame  would  do  when  the  reprobation  of  the  nations 
of  the  civilized  world  was  pointed  towards  them  for  a 
breach  of  national  faith  in  not  fulfilling  the  treaty  stipu- 
lations on  their  part.  I,  for  one,  never  thought  of  such 
an  appropriation  being  asked  fbr,  and  of  this  demand 
being  based  on  the  resolution  of  the  House.  I  believe 
it  is  an  afterthought  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, and  that  he  nimself  did  not  then  suppose  that  such 
an  appropriation  became  necessary  in  consequence  of 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Connected  with  the  observations  of  the  gentleman  just 
noticed,  he  made  another,  on  which  I  feel  bound  to  ani- 
madvert. It  was  to  this  import:  that  for  three  days  a 
number  of  members  spoke  against  the  resolution,  and 
tiien,  in  a  crouching  spirit  of  pusillanimity,  turned  round 
and  voted  for  it,  not  daring  to  meet  the  just  indignation 
and  reprobation  of  their  conatituents  at  home.  I  was 
one  of  those  members  who  spoke  on  that  occasion 
against  a  reaohition,  and  then  voted  for  that  which 
passed;  but  1  deny  that  that  debated  for  three  days  was 
the  one  which  passed;  The  one  that  was  adopted  and 
passed  by  the  House  was  worded  to  meet  the  views  of 
all  the  gentlemen;  because,  upon  a  great  question  of 
national  difficulty  with  a  foreign  nation,  and  particularly 
with  a  nation  of  tremendous  power,  nothing  could  be 
more  desirable  than  unanimity.  The  resolution  against 
which  the  speeches  were  made  contained,  among  other 
things,  an  expression  that  we  would  insist  on  the  treaty 
**at  allbazarda.''  That  expression  we  thought  unbe- 
coming  the  dignity  of  ttiis  nation.  To  say  we  insist  on 
the  treaty  was  enough,  and  all  we  ought  to  have  said; 
let  the  rest  and  residue  be  understood^  which  is  no  less 


nor  more  than  this:  that  we  knew  oar  rif^tip  ind  voald, 
in  a  becoming  apirit  of  moderation  and  troedipilj, 
maintain  them;  that  the  pride  of  tlie  people  MA  nt 
be  wounded  and  humbled  in  the  affsirt  snd  tiatAe 
honor  of  the  nation  ahould  ceme  out  of  th«  cooM,bt 
its  results  whatever  it  might,  unstained  and  untinahti 
Did  it  become  ua  to  vapor,  like  abally,  byvsn^tht 
words  *'atallhasards>''  It  isnoeertainindicslieiitta 
a  man  is  going  to  make  a  desporate  battle  in  defence  of 
his  rights  and  honor  becaase  he  gaseonsde^  lod  dub 
out  menaces  and  blows  in  the  empty  sir,  befbre  Ik  ie< 
gins  to  fight.  I  have  ever  considered  it  m  the  eeHn 
sign  of  a  coward;  that  fear  ia  bis  ruling psoion;  ind^ 
he  either  wants  to  intimidate  bia  adversary,  or  goid  hia 
aelf  up  to  the  fighting  point  by  his  rage  and  hrj.  1^ 
words  <<at  all  haxards^  as  little  becsme  oiaiitiiiri 
the  occasion.  To  whore  waa  it  addressed?  To  Ae 
most  sensitire,  powerful,  gallant,  and  cbiTslroos  istin 
upon  the  earth.  We  wanted  France  todouijiu<« 
We  did  not  want  war,  although  we  did  not  fesrit  Tk 
Americans  know  not  fear.  The  bullying  eipreaww  rf 
«*at  all  hazards"  would  have  produced  an  effectdiJtctly 
oppoaite  to  what  we  desired. 

I  well  recollect  what  took  place  in  those  dm  w 
memorable  for  the  debates  which  took  place,  im1«' 
less  memorable  for  the  part  the  gentleman  from  M»* 
chusetts  played  on  that  occasion;  and  oertsinljnofi- 
pression,  when  applied  to  his  conduct  during  thit  tiw, 
suits  aa  well  aa  the  word  pAry.  He  wwild  speik  on  m 
day  on  one  aide  of  the  question,  u  the  House  uDdertced 
him,  and  the  next  day  expUin  it  awsy,  snd  idyinte* 
contrary  doctrine.  He  alternated  in  this  mssnerasj 
two  or  three  times.  I  had  the  honor  of  addretangj 
House  after  hia  laat  speech.  I  commenced  roy  rtstfB 
by  saying  that  the  law  in  relation  to  wills  •l^y",f«r; 
ered  the  last  will  as  controlfing  or  rcToking  aU  cm 
wills  made  on  the  same  subject;  or,  if  there  wis  batfl« 
will,  with  contradictory  provisions,  the  Isst  cUuie  t» 
trolled  the  previous  ones;  and,  with  that  role  ^^^^ 
on  the  then  present  occasion,  I  should  coMAct  w 
speech  which  the  honorable  gentleman  from  M»»«* 
setU  had  just  made  as  hia  last  will  and  (««t>'"^^  "f^" 
concerning  our  French  relation?.  Mr.  Archer,  w  • 
ginia,  immediately  remarked  that  the  rule  I  h^a  ^^ 
waa  correct,  but  one  explanation  ought  to  be  g^J^"L  ^^ 
was,  that  the  testator,  when  he  made  his  last  ^'"•T^ij 
suund  mind  and  disposing  memory;  snd  when  tiia 
was  applied,  he  doubted  whether  the  gcnileiMn  d» 
made  a  will  at  all.  |^m 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  remarked,  a  few  moments  sgo,  w' 
intended  to  question  and  contest  the  constitution^ 
the  amendment  to  the  fortification  bill  which  con««^ 
the  appropriation  of  three  millions  of  dollars.   tb«  . 
Btitution  of  the  United  Statea  has  the  followingf  proTis«^ 
in  it :  ,,^ .  ^ 

"  No  money  shall  be  drawn  fVom  the  Trc««ry 'Jj' . 
consequence  of  appropriations  made  hy  Iswi  •""  Jj. 
lar  atatement  and  aceount  of  the  receipts  •"^^.'^JT;-- 
tures  of  all  public  money  shaU  be  published  fr«» 
to  time."  ^1^ 

From  this  clause  in  the  constitution,  no  ^^^^ 
drawn  from  the  public  Treasury  unless  Co"f^, 


first  appropriate  It  by  law.  To  do  that  in  the  true 'P 
and  intention  of  the  constitution,  the  Uw  JPP'^f  5 
the  money  must  say  to  which  object  of  P^^^^^,,^ 
shall  be  applied.  The  more  particularly  <•»«  ^'^^foiji! 
described  and  designated,  the  better  ^^^^^l^^et 
the  requirements  of  the  constitution.  If  ^9"*^  ^0 
not  bound  in  duty  to  name  specially  the  ©^^^ '  ||,f, 
the  appropriation  was  made,  why  not  pw*  ^'."i  Uf^fiA 
and  say  the  whole  revenue  of  the  country  shouifl  ^^^ 
by  General  Jackson  for  the  general  wclfsre  w  m  ^^ 
as  he  may  deem  proper  and  expedient?  w    ' 
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wetity-five  mitlions,  or  any  other  giTen  sutn,  was  set 
ipart  for  the  Government-of  the  nation,  to  be  expended 
It  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  President! 

The  memberi  of  Congress  come  here  to  assist  in  ad- 
ninistering  this  Governmentf  to  see  to  every  part— the 
irmy,  navy,  and  civil  departments,  and  every  subdivision 
>f  each(  how  many  men  are  wanted  for  the  armyi  what 
lay  they  shall  have;  how  many  vessels  of  war,  and  what 
iescription  of  vessels,  the  public  service  requires:  in 
hort,  nothing  that  concerns  the  nation,  in  its  most  mi- 
lute  details,  ought  to  be  overlooked  or  neglected  by 
Congress {  but  each  branch  of  the  public  business  attend- 
ed to  and  provided  for:  to  see  just  as  much  money  is  ap- 
>ropriated  to  each  as  is  necessary,  and  no  more^  and  that 
ivery  dollar  which  is  expended  is  rightly  applied,  as 
tirected  by  Congress. 

The  clear  and  certain  meaning  of  the  word  appnpn* 
lie,  from  the  force  of  the  term  taken  in  connexion  with 
he  subject-matter,  means  a  specification  of  each  object 
o  which  the  money  is  to  be  applied;  and  too  much  care 
annot  be  taken  in  the  details  of  the  appropriation,  and 
n  their  rigid  application  to  the  specific  objects.  We  are 
lut  the  agents  of  our  constituentst  it  is  their  money  we 
'ote  away.  We  are  bound  to  know  the  why  and  where- 
bre  it  is  asked  and  granted.  Let  us  apply  these  rules 
o  the  amendment  which  proposed  to  appropriate  the 
hree  millions.     The  amendment  reads  in  these  words: 

"  Jnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sum  of  three  mil- 
ions  of  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated, 
)ut  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
sriated,  to  be  expended,  in  whole  or  in  part,  under  the 
lirection  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
nilitary  and  naval  service,  including  fortifications  and 
)rdnance,  and  increase  of  the  navy:  Provided,  Such  ex- 
penditures shall  be  rendered  necessary  for  the  defence 
if  the  country  prior  to  the  next  meeting  of  Congress." 

It  is  for  the  military  and  naval  service,  including  for- 
ifications.  As  to  how  much  is  to  be  expended  on  each 
)bject,  the  amendment  is  totally  silent  The  whole  sum 
nay  be  expended  on  the  army,  navy,  or  fortifications, 
it  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  President  (  or  he  may,  at 
lis  like  will  and  pleasure,  refuse  to  expend  one  dollar 
>n  any  one  of  these  objects. 

But  suppose  all  or  a  part  was  to  be  expended  on  the 
irmy;  for  what  part  of  that  service  was  it  to  be  expended? 
flow  was  it  to  be  applied?  The  amendment  is  silent. 
The  same  remsrks*will  apply  to  the  navy  and  fortifica- 
lons.  Where  is  the  difference  in  the  amendment,  as 
Irawn,  and  a  general  standing  law  giving  to  the  Presi- 
lent  a  sum  in  gross,  say  twenty-five  millions  a  year,  to 
^arry  on  the  Government  as  he  chooses? 

It  is,  sir,  a  duty  which  we  owe  our  constituents  to  see 
o  the  proper  application  of  every  dollar  of  their  money 
o  their  Government!  for  it  is  their  Government  yet,  at 
east  nominally,  and  not  the  President's. 

Mr.  Speaker,  there  are  momentous  sod  mighty  con- 
iderations  which  ought  to  induce  Congress  to  be  watch- 
ul  over  the  purse  of  the  nation.  R^ollect  the  Presi- 
lent,  by  the  constitution,  already  has  the  sword  of  the 
lation;  give  him  the  purse  also,  and  we  are  an  undorfe 
leople.  I  do  not  speax  with  reference  more  to  the  pres- 
ent President  than  to  any  other  who  may  come  after 
lim.  The  power  and  patronage  of  the  President  are 
inormous  and  alarming  to  all  lovers  of  civil  liberty.  The 
Executive  of  this  republic  has  more  real  and  substantial 
lower  this  day  than  any  croWned  head  in  Europe.  Sa- 
iated  with  the  enjoyment  of  his  power,  he  is  about  to 
etire;  and,  to  show  his  contempt  for  the  American  peo- 
>le,  he  is  about  to  put  one  of  his  minions  into  his  ofiice 
3  his  successor,  whose  only  merit  is  his  servile  boast 
hat  "  it  was  glory  enough  to  have  served  under  such  a 
hief." 

What  way  is  left  to  us  by  the  constitution  to  diminish. 
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check,  and  control  it?  No  way  but  one:  that  is,  not  to 
ppive  one  dollar  of  the  people's  money  away  more  than 
IS  necessary  to  carry  on  the  Government,  and  every  dol- 
lar we  give  to  see  how  and  in  what  manner  it  shall  be 
expended,  and  to  guard  with  great  vigilance  that  it  shall 
be  expended  in  no  other  way. 

The  Government  of  Great  Britain  is  a  monarchy;  but 
the  Kingf  of  that  great  and  mighty  nation  has  not  the 
tenth  part  of  the  real  power  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  has,  and  which  he  exercises  in  its  fullest 
plenitude,  day  after  day.  In  that  country,  the  people 
govern  and  control  every  thing;  here,  the  will  of  Gene* 
ral  Jackson  is  almost  omnipotent.  There,  the  people 
can  say  to  their  King,  emancipate  your  Catholic  subjects; 
and  their  chains  burst  from  around  them.  They  can  say 
what  law  they  want  passed,  and  he  is  obli^d  to  sign  the 
bill:  no  veto  there;  he  dare  not  exercise  it,  at  the  peril 
of  his  head.  They  can  bid  him  make  peace,  if  the  na- 
tion be  at  war;  and  peace  he  must  make.  They  can  tell 
him  to  dismiss  his  ministry;  and  they  must  go  out  of  of- 
fice. The  power  of  the  people  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 
the  favorite  of  the  King,  the  pride  of  the  nobility,  and 
the  conqueror  in  a  thousand  battles,  has  experienced 
upon  several  occasions. 

Tou  will  ask,  Mr.  Speaker,  how  is  it  that  the  voice  of 
the  people  reaches  the  King  on  his  magnificent  throne, 
and  makes  the  nobility  tremble  at  its  footstool?  I  answer, 
by  the  simplest  principle  imapnable,  which  is  ingrafted 
in  their  Government:  that  is,  to  withhold  the  appropria- 
tion bills  until  the  King  and  ministry  do  as  they  command 
and  order  to  be  done.  I  tell  to  every  man  in  this  House, 
and  to  every  man  in  this  nation,  this  solemn  truth:  either 
to  abridge  the  power  of  the  President  by  altering  the 
constitution,  or  control  the  President  by  the  appropria- 
tion bills^refuse  him  the  money,  and  he  will  be  as  pow- 
erless as  Samson  was  after  his  hair  was  cut  off.  The 
vile  creatures  who  now  administer  to  his  power  go  in  for 
•*  the  spoils."  Cato  the  elder,  in  the  Roman  Senate,  for 
a  number  of  vears,  regardless  on  what  subject  he  made  a 
speech,  concluded  them  all  alike — that  **  Carthage  must 
be  destroyed:"  so,  the  members  on  this  floor  ought  to 
conclude  every  speech  with  these  words,  until  the  object 
is  eflTeeted— that  the  President's  power  has  increased,  is 
increasing,  and  ought  to  be  diminished. 

1  have  made  these  remarks,  Mr.  Speaker,  upon  the 
constitutionality  of  the  amendment,  drawn  in  the  general 
terms  in  which  it  was;  and  that  it  did  not,  in  conse- 
quence of  its  generality  of  expression,  and  its  manifest 
want  of  specification,  conform  to  the  spirit  and  intention 
of  the  constitution. 

The  next  point  to  which  I  cdntem plate  inviting  the 
attention  of  the  House  is  the  impolicy  of  the  appropria- 
tion. It  will  be  recollected  that  all  the  appropriation 
bills  for  the  current  expenses  of  the  year  had  pass- 
ed, containing  appropriationa  for  every  part  of  the  pub- 
lic service,  to  the  full  extent  of  the  estimates.  The 
fortification  bill,  as  amended  by  the  Senate,  was  form 
larger  sum  than  usdal.  If  this  House  had  concurred  In 
the  amendment,  without  adding  the  three  millions,  the 
bill  would  then  have  passed  both  Houses;  and  nothing 
would  have  been  necessary  to  make  it  a  law  but  the  sig- 
nature of  the  President. 

The  three  million  amendment  must  therefore  be  con- 
sidered as  a  war  measure;  not  positive,  absolute,  and 
certain,  but  left  to  the  President  for  him  to  adopt,  or 
not,  at  his  pleasure.  War  preparations  and  war  itself 
belong  alone  to  Congress;  to  adopt  the  one,  and  make 
proclamation  of  the  other.  In  no  event,  should  the 
President  be  permitted  to  hold  in  the  palm  of  one  hand 
war,  and  in  the  other  the  olive  branch  of  peace.  The 
people  are  to  do  all  the  fighting,  and  they  alone  should 
determine  on  war.  Of  all  the  men  on  this  earth,  a  military 
man  is  the  last  to  be  trusted  with  this  power.    His 
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chartcter  hu  been  made  by  war;  he  has  studied  it  as  a 
science,  followed  it  as  a  profession,  and  considers  it  ne- 
cessary to  his  popularity  and  glory. 

It  was  impolitic  to  conBde  such  a  power  in  the  bands 
of  General  Jackson.  The  fitness  of.  every  man  for  the 
trust  about  to  be  confided  to  hiro  ought  to  be  consider- 
ed and  weighed  well  before  the  act  is  done.  What  1 
migtit  be  willing  to  confide  to  Jefferson,  were  he  Presi- 
dent, I  mif^ht  be  unwilling  to  intrust  to  Jackson.  1 
night  be  willing  to  leave  peace  or  war  to  Jefferson, 
and  unwilling  to  commit  the  same  power  to  Jackson. 
So,  on  the  other  hand,  I  would  confide  to  Jackson  the 
command  of  an  army,  when  I  would  not  to  Jefferson. 
But,  in  truth  and  fact,  as  1  have  before  said,  I  would 
not  leave  the  alternative  of  peace  or  war  to  any  Presi- 
dent. Nevertheless,  this  House  proposed,  by  the 
amendment,  to  commit  to  General  Jackson  that  delicate 
trust  and  duty,  which,  of  all  men  living,  he  was  the 
worst  qualified  to  discharge.  Had  the  amendoient  pass- 
ed, instead  of  being  at  peace  with  France,  as  we  now 
«re — and  there  is  every  hope  and  prospect  of  its  con- 
tinuance— we  should  this  day,  no  doubt,  have  been  in 
the  midst  of  a  wide-spreading  and  bloody  war. 

To  decide  impartially  upon  the  conduct  of  those  who 
voted  against  the  appropriation  last  session,  (for  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has  arraigned  us  all  at  the 
great  bar  of  public  opinion,)  let  us  see  and  examine  the 
position  of  thu  Government  and  that  of  France,  in  their 
relations  with  each  other,  at  the  time  the  appropriation 
was  asked  for. 

During  the  Imperial  Government  of  Bonaparte,  ag- 
gresmons  and  spoliations  to  a  great  extent  were  com- 
mitted by  the  subjects  of  that  Emperor  upon  the  private 
property  of  our  merchants,  on  the  high  seas.  The 
amount  of  injury  was  variously  estimated  by  the  two 
Governments.  These  injuries  were  inflicted  near  thirty 
years  ago.  Satisfaction  was  demanded  by  this  Govern- 
ment of  Bonaparte,  which  was  denied.  After  his  de- 
thronement, and  the  restoration  of  the  Bourbons,  a  like 
demand  for  reparation  was  made  by  this  Government  of 
Louis  XVIII.  He  refused  to  make  satisfaction^  After  his 
death,  and  on  the  accession  of  Charles  X  to  the  throne, 
indemnity  wss  demsnded  of  him,  which  he  delayed  and 
failed  to  render.  When  Louis  Philippe  was  made  King, 
in  1830,  indemnities  were  demanded  of  him  by  our  Gov- 
ernment. He  immediately  opened  a  negotiation  on  the 
subject,  and  ultimately  agreed  to  pay  twenty-five  mil- 
lions of  francs,  out  of  which  were  to  be  deducted  one 
million  five  hundred  thousand,  which  the  United  States 
owed  a  subject  of  France,  leaving  four  millions  seven 
hundred  thousand  dollars  to  be  paid  by  the  Government 
of  the  French  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States;  that 
being  twenty-three  millions  five  hundred  thousand  francs. 
This  money  could  not  be  paid  by  the  King  of  the  French 
until  the  Chambers  should  sppropriate  it.  The  consti- 
tution of  France  is  exactlv  like  our  own,  on  this  subject; 
and  I  have  no  doubt  Lafayette,  who  was  concerned  in 
making  it,  had  our  constitution  in  his  view. 

The  King  and  his  ministers  can  make  treaties,  and 
stipulate  for  the  payment  of  money;  but  it  is  the  con- 
atitutional  right  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  alone  to 
vote  the  appropriation,  or  not,  as  they  please.  So  with 
our  Government:  the  President  and  Senate  can  make 
treaties»  and  stipulate  for  the  payment  of  money,  but 
Congress  alone  can  appropriate  it.  The  part  of  the 
French  constitution  to  which  I  refer  reads  in  these 
words: 

*•  13.  The  King  is  the  supreme  head  of  the  State;  he 
commands  the  forces  by  land  and  sea,  declares  war, 
makes  treaties  of  peace,  alliance,  and  commerce,  ap- 
points to  all  employments  in  the  public  administration, 
and  mitkes  the  regulations  and  ordinances  necessary  for 
the  execution  of  the  laws,  without  ever  having  the 


power  either  to  suspend  the  lavs  themseWei,  ortods• 
pense  with  their  execution.  No  foreirn  troops,  tei- 
ever,  can  be  admitted  into  the  serfice  of  the  Stiul»i 
by  virtue  of  a  law. 

**  14.  The  legislative  power  is  exercised  colkclinii 
by  the  King,  the  Chamber  of  Peers,  and  the  Chante 
of  Deputies. 

<*  15.  Tbe  propontion  of  lawsbek>QgitotbeKlnf,tiK 
Chamber  of  Peers,  and  tbe  Chamber  of  Uepuiici.  Np 
ertheless,  every  law  of  taxes  must  be  first  voted  bj  k 
Chamber  of  Deputies. 

"16.  Every  law  must  be  freely  disctused,  tnd  toU^ 
by  the  majority  of  each  of  the  two  Chamben." 

The  French  King  and  his  ministers  presented  tbe  bii! 
for  the  appropriation  to  tbe  Chambers;  and,  after  iio<| 
and  angry  debate,  it  was  rejected  by  a  vote  ofone  Imo- 
dred  and  sixty-eight  for  it,  and  one  hundred  siKlfeTtiiy 
six  against  it. 

The  moment  the  bill  failed  in  the  Chambe^(k 
French  Government  aent  an  apology  toounfiortbefL- 
ure,  and  pledged  the  faith  of  the  Government  igaimt 
bring  the  subject  before  the  Chambers  at  its  neitift 
sion. 

Thus  the  matter  stood  at  tlie  time  this  war  sioftR 
was  about  to  be  adopted,  and  those  extraordinary  }»• 
era  confided  to  the  President,  at  the  last  sewon.  F« 
voting  against  this  bill,  thus  circumsUnced,  haitbeDev 
born  zeal  and  patriotism  of  the  gentleman  fron  Htf*- 
chusetts  prompted  him  to  file  this  his  bill  of  indicuv^ 
against  usi  and,  for  one,  if  there  be  guilt  in  it|  IpK^ 
guilty. 

The  minister  of  France  who  negotiated  the  tItatr1^ 
formed  our  minister  that  tbe  power  to  sppropriau  tk 
money  bek>nged  to  the  Chambers  aloof,  andtbat  bent 
fearful  there  would  be  great  difficulty  in  procuring !" 
passsge  of  a  law  to  pay  the  money.  All  thai  the  m 
and  his  minister  promised  to  do,  or  could  accoopw* 
was  done.  An  unnecessary  delay  is  alleged,  >n  F^* 
senting  the  bill  to  the  Chambers.  I  am  not  able  to  i^ 
whether  there  was  such  delay,  or  not,  ss  would  «»}» 
them  to  the  imputation  of  neeligence,  as  1  **^5*°*j 
quaintance  with  the  forms  and  rules  of  proceeding* 
the  Chambers.  In  fact,  none  can  tell,  situated  tf  ^ 
are,  whether  there  was  this  unnecessary  deUy  or  n* 
In  presenting  a  bill  for  the  action  of  this  Uouie,  or  \» 
French  Chambers,  I  presume  some  attention  w» 
only  be  paid  to  the  forms  of  proceeding,  buta  weiH^ 
ercised  prudence  and  discretion  would  re^"'^*  ?°.. 
tention  to  the  more  material  and  substantial  P>^;/f2 
to  see  that  Congress,  or  the  Chambers,  were  weiw>r 
sed  towards  the  measure.  This  circuowpectiofl  >~ 
vigilance  is  absolutely  necessary  in  tbe  French  Cbiia<»^ 
where  the  ministers  are  in  danger  of  being  turneo 
of  office,  if  the  bill  be  rejected.  One  rule  MM^f^, 
be  overlooked:  delay  the  bill  until  there  i>  >  *'" 
grounded  hope  of  its  passsge.  ,.,; 

Suppose,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  President  and  Senate' 
to  stipulate,  in  a  treaty,  to  pay  a  sum  of  ""J^J/iJ: 
five  millions  of  dollars,  and  Congress  should  R>^ 
to  appropriate  the  money:  would  there  be  •"J.^i 
of  war  against  the  United  States  on  that  »^ 
Surely  not.  It  is  the  constitutional  right  ^y'Y^ 
either  to  vote  or  refuse  the  money;  wd  » 
were  known  to  the  nation  to  which  Uie  money  w^ 
be  paid  before  the  treaty  was  made,  then  there  ^ 
not  be  the  shadow  of  a  pretext  for  a  resort  to  »v-  -^ 
faith  of  the  treaty-making  power  would  be  yo^'r. 
is  true;  which  faith  all  nations  should  be  carttuHo  p^ 


serve.    Let  us 

ernment.    The  constitution 


apply  this  position  to  the  Frend>  w» 

_-  ,  constitution  of  tbe  Fre^f »»» »"f^S 

are  alike  in  this  particular.     It  is  the  sole  rcpu» 
feature  in  their  constitution.     And  shall  the  W  ^g^ 
lie  in  the  world  go  to  war  with  this  nation  for  e^^ 
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lie  great  and  unalienable  right  in  the  people  either  to 
We  or  refute  their  money  as  they  pleased  P 

f  have  remarked,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  refusal  to  ap- 
ropriate  the  money  at  the  last  session  has,  I  do  verily 
elieve,  saved  this  nation  from  the  horrors  of  war  at 
iU  moment.  France  might  baveconsidered  it  as  a  war 
leasure  pointed  at  her,  and  have  immediately  struck  the 
low;  as,  by  the  usages  of  nations,  she  would  have  had 
le  right  to  do.  When  two  nations  have  difficulties  and 
oHisions  with  each  other,  in  this  situation,  if  either 
ommences  preparations  for  war,  the  other  has  the  right 
}  commenoe  hostilities  immediately.  This  principle 
as  been  considered  as  the  settled  law  of  nations  in  Eu- 
3pe,  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  past. 

The  probability  is,  that  the  French,  who  have  never 
efused  to  accept  a  challenge,  would  in  this  light  have 
onsidered  our  Uw,  had  it  passed,  and  instantly  have 
lade  a  dash  at  our  extended,  wide-spreading,  and  im- 
lense  commerce,  with  her  whole  navy. 

On  the  other  hand,  when  an  extraordinary  number  of 
ur  ships  should  have  been  put  in  commission,  manned, 
fBcered,  and  sent  to  sea,  flushed  with  the  spirit  of  en- 
Brprise  and  panting  for  war,  would  there  not  have  been 
reat  danger  that  some  of  our  young  Hotspurs  might 
ave  brought  it  on  by  firing  into  a  French  vessel.^  And 
ne  gun  fired  on  either  side  upon  the  ships  of  the  other, 
[i  the  irritated  state  of  public  feeling,  would  have 
ighted  up  the  flames  of  war,  which  would  have  been 
een  and  felt  all  over  this  world. 

I  think,  Mr.  Speaker,  that,  instead  of  standing  as  crtm- 
nals  at  the  bar  of  public  opinion,  and  the  gentleman 
rom  Massachusetts  prosecuting  those  who  voted  against 
he  measure,  the^  are  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  na- 
ion,  and  the  gratitude  of  the  humane,  philanthropic,  and 
eltgious  part  of  the  world.  The  brave  man  and  the 
oldier  equally  look  on  war  as  an  evil,  and  the  scourge 
»f  m-inkind. 

I  have,  Mr.  Speaker,  taken  but  one  view  of  the  im- 
lolicy  of  the  measure;  there  are  other  and  more  impor- 
ant  considerations  connected  with  this  subject,  to  which 

now  intend  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House.  These 
:onsiderations  are  applicable  as  well  to  our  relations 
vith  France  last  session  as  the  present;  and,  as  we  have 
low  on  our  tables  bills  containing  avowedly  war  appro- 
iriations  to  the  amount  of  ten  or  fifteen  millions,  I  shall, 
n  my  vindication  of  our  conduct  last  session,  occasion- 
illy  refer  to  the  present  war  measures  now  in  agitation; 
md,  in  doing  that,  I  shall  only  be  following  the  exam- 
ple set  me  by  others. 

By  the  postponement  Isst  session  of  all  war  prepara- 
ions,  the  bill  to  pay  the  five  millions  of  dollars  passed 
nto  a  law  by  the  law-making  power  of  France.  The 
payment  of  the  money  is  withheld  until  some  explanations 
(hail  be  made  by  the  Preaident,  that,  in  his  message  to 
Congress  last  session,  be  did  not  Intend  toimpeach  the  in* 
:egrity  of  the  French  nation,  or  question  the  honor  of  the 
King.  The  President  says,  individually,  be  did  not;  but, 
like  a  technical  lawyer,  specislly  demurs,  and  lays:  what 
[  said  was  in  my  message  to  Congress;  it  was  not  addressed 
to  you,  snd  you  have  no  right  to  notice  it;  it  is  a  depar- 
ture in  pleading.  And  thus  the  matter  now  stands,  alike  re- 
proachful to  both  parties.  What  an  extraordinary  spec- 
tacle is  presented  for  the  world  to  look  upon  and  marvel 
kX !  Two  of  the  most  powerful  and  most  enliglitened 
nations  in  the  world,  old  friends  and  allies,  about  to  spill 
esch  other's  blood  in  torrents,  when  this  day  there  is 
nothing  left  to  dispute  about — nothing  between  them  but 
ministertBl  etiquette,  diplomatic  jugglery,  and  special 
pleading! 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  requires  no  small  portion  of  moral 
courage  for  a  man  on  this  fioor  to  speak  his  sentiments 
freely  snd  independently  on  the  great  question  now  be- 
fore us.    We  are  in  ttie  minority  in  this  House,  which 


to  some  men  is  disheartening.  Our  opponents  are  flush- 
ed with  the  victories  gained  at  the  Ute  elections  over 
the  Union.  The  majority,  with  which  we  are  surround- 
ed and  overwhelmed,  cries  aloud  for  war.  We  heard 
it  last  session  repeatedly;  and  have  heard  the  same  toc- 
sin of  alarm  and  intimidation  sounded  this  year.  It  has 
been  proclaimed  that  there  were  two  g^eat  parties  in  the 
House,  an  American  and  a  French  party;  the  patriot  and 
the  traitor;  one  ready  to  defend  and  the  other  to  betray 
and  destroy  his  country.  When  we  are  virtually  char- 
ged with  treason,  the  charge  is  received  with  shouts  of 
applause  by  a  part  of  the  members  of  this  House;  and, 
instead  of  being  the  hall  in  which  assemble  the  congre- 
gated wisdom  of  the  United  States,  it  wears  every  ap- 
pearance of  a  place  for  a  mob  to  meet.  I  will  not  be 
dispirited;  I  will  not  be  brow-beaten;  my  constituents 
shall  belieard;  they  have  faced  the  enemy  in  the  field, 
and  I  will  face  them  here.  I  will  speak  nothing  but 
what,  if  here,  I  believe  they  would  approve.  It  be- 
comes every  man,  on  this  great  and  momentous  question 
of  peace  or  war,  to  come  out  full  and  fair;  if  for  war,  say 
so;  if  for  peace,  let  it  also  be  known.  Those  of  us  who 
are  against  war  ought  not  to  stand  back  and  be  silent, 
but  do  all  we  can  to  stop  it.  But  if  the  time  shall  come 
when  a  majority  shall  declare  war,  then  opposition  ceas- 
es to  be  a  virtue,  and  all  sides  and  parties  ought  to  unite 
and  fight  it  out  like  men.  Should  any  one  then  give 
back,  denounce  him  as  a  traitor.  If  that  awful  day  of 
trial  shall  come,  and  our  foes  are  to  be  met  on  the  bat- 
tle field,  my  constituents  will  be  able  proudly  to  compare 
with  thoae  of  the  gentlemen  from  Massachusetts  and 
North  Carolina;  and  in  the  comparison  they  will  not 
suffer. 

My  opinion  and  advice  is,  that  we  ought  not  to  be 
hasty  and  rash  in  this  matter.  Let  us  wsit,  at  least,  un- 
til towards  the  end  of  the  session,  when  we  can  hear 
from  France.  There  is  every  hope,  every  probability^ 
that  the  dispute  will  be  amicably  adjusted,  and  the  monev 
paid.  Delay  last  session  effected  the  passage  of  the  bill 
to  pay  the  money  by  the  French  Chambers.  There  is 
nothing  of  real  diflicully  between  the  two  nations.  All 
the  supposed  grounds  of  quarrel  are  the  veriest  diplo- 
matic cobwebs.  The  opinion  of  the  civilized  world  is 
sgainst  going  to  war  for  such  a  trifle;  and  public  senti- 
ment in  a  few  months,  here  and  in  France,  and  among 
the  other  nations  of  the  earth,  may  do  a  great  deal 
towards  the  restoration  of  peace  and  harmony. 

Gentlemen  say  we  must  fight,  or  the  national  honor  will 
be  tarnished,  and  we  shall  be  disgraced  in  the  eyes  of 
mankind.  If  I  believed  the  honor,  famei  and  character 
of  the  republic  required  the  sacrifice  of  war  on  our  part, 
I  should  not  hesitate  a  moment.  No  honorable  man,  no 
proud,  high-minded  nation,  can  pause  one  second  be- 
tween dishonor  and  war*  But  I  do  not  believe  the 
character  of  the  American  people  will  suffer,  even  if 
we  should  not  plunge  headlong  into  this  war. 

Mr.  Speaker,  let  us  again  call  to  mind  what  this  dis- 
pute is  about,  and  not  in  high-sounding  phrases  and 
pompous  heroics,  pUyed  off  in  this  House,  lose  sight 

of  it.  «  «.     J 

The  insult  which  was  offered  to  our  flag,  was  offered 
by  Bonaparte  near  thirty  years  ago.  The  American 
property  which  was  captured  on  the  high  seas  was  his 
act;  it  was  done  by  his  orders,  under  his  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees;  and  by  his  courts  of  admiralty  were  the 
vessels  and  cargoes  condemned  and  ortlered  to  be  sold. 
If  the  honor  of  the  nation  suflTered,  it  suffered  then.  He 
would  make  no  atonement  for  the  insults  offered  to  us 
and  injuries  done  to  our  property.  We  did  not  then 
think  of  war;  we  pocketed  the  insult,  and  turned  it  into 
a  money  business,  by  demanding  a  pecuniary  indemnity. 
Even  that  was  refused  by  that  proud  and  haughty  Em- 
peror.   The  like  satisfaction  was  demanded  of  his  sue- 
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ceMort,  Louit  XVIII  and  Charles  X,  which  they  re- 
faied.  tiOuiB  PhUippe,  after  a  lapse  of  near  thirty  years, 
has  agreed  to  pay  for  the  injuries  done)  and«  because 
some  delays  have  taken  place  in  the  French  Chambers 
in  relation  to  the  appropriation  of  the  money,  we  now 
declaim  about  the  insults  originally  offered,  and  describe 
pathetically  the  sufferings  of  our  merchants  one  or  two 
generations  a^. 

A  man  is  injured  and  ovtraged  in  his  person  and  prop- 
erty; he  has  two  remedies  before  him:  either  to  fight 
for  the  insult,  or  to  go  to  law,  and  demand  an  indemnity 
in  money,  commensurate  to  the  extent  of  the  injury  sus- 
tained. If  he  demands  satisfaction  in  money,  he  waives 
the  other  remedy.  It  is  in  yain  to  talk  about  honor  after- 
wards, in  that  aflair.  But  suppose  we  carry  the  com- 
parison and  parellel  still  further.  Suppose  the  original 
offender  should  die;  an  executor  is  appointed;  and  he 
diesi  and  then  an  administrator  de  bonUnan  is  appointed, 
who  gives  his  bond  for  the  money,  but  does  not  imme- 
diately pay  at  the  day  appointed:  is  it  an  insult  if  any 
delay  takes  place?  Certainly  not.  If  my  debtor  owes 
me,  and  is  able  to  pay,  and  still  delays  payment,  whose 
cbaracter  suffers  in  the  transaction,  his  or  mine?  Most 
assuiiedly,  his. 

.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  endeavored  to  show  that,  in  the 
pursuit  of  the  demand  againit  France,  it  has  become  a 
moneyed  affair  altogether.  If  I  have  been  to  any  extent 
successful  in  establishing  the  position  assumed,  the  next 
point  of  inquiry  will  be,  is  it  worth  while  to  resort  to  the 
desperate  remedy  of  a  wager  of  battle  to  recover  the 
amount  admitted  to  be  due?  I  pause,  and  ask  the  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side,  if  they  have  any  expectation 
of  getting  the  money  if  they  go  to  war?  Candor  will 
compel  them  to  acknowledge  that  they  have  none.  It 
is  an  admitted  principle,  that  a  war  for  the  money  annuls 
the  treaty;  ana  some  even  contend  that  it  imposes  on 
the  United  States  an  obligation  to  pay  the  amount  to  the 
respective  claimants.  Should  the  claim  thus  be  de- 
stroyed by  war,  then  what  are  we  to  fight  for?  Some 
will  say,  honor.  I  say,  revenge,  and  nothing  else,  unless 
there  be  in  this  war  crusade  a  desire  to  gratify  the  feel- 
ings and  appease  the  rage  of  one  man. 

But,  suppose  the  war  we  are  about  to  engage  in  will 
not  abrogate  the  treaty,  and  release  France  from  her 
obligation  to  pay  the  money:  can  we  enforce  payment 
by  arms?  Of  that  there  is  not  the  remotest  probability. 
France  has  no  territory  for  us  to  invade  and  conquer. 
It  would  be  worse  than  folly— nay.  Quixotic  madness— 
to  believe  we  could  invade  the  dominions  of  France. 
On  our  part,  it  must  be  a  war  on  the  ocean  altogether. 
Who  will  win  most  laurels  there  none  can  tell.  When 
men  equally  brave,  and  equally  matched,  meet  in  battle, 
victory  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Almighty  alone. 

Our  navy,  including  vessels  of  all  descriptions,  amounts 
only  to  fifty-two  ships  of  war;  the  French  have  about 
two  hundred  and  eighty-four.  Our  navy,  notwithstand- 
ing the  heavy  annualappropriations  for  that  Department, 
is  wretchedly  out  of  repair.  What  is  the  condition  of 
that  of  France?  I  know  not,  except  report  says  it  is  in 
fine  order.  Of  success  on  the  sea  we  ought  not  to  be 
sanguine.  Count  the  item  of  expense  in  blood  and 
treasure,  and  it  will  be  enormous — not  less,  in.  three 
years,  (if  the  war  should  last  so  long,  and  none  can  teil 
when  it  will  terminate,)  than  one  hundred  millions  of 
dollars  and  the  lives  of  fifty  thousand  men.  The  revenue, 
from  all  sources,  will  be  measurably  dried  up;  and  taxes, 
direct  and  indirect,  excises,  and  loans,  will  follow,  with 
all  their  train  of  evils,  vexations,  and  oppressions.  None 
can  recount  the  calamities  of  war,  nor  can  I  describe 
them.  Our  exports  and  imports  will  average,  annually, 
two  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dollars.  Not  less  than 
one  thousand  vessels  besides  are  engaged  in  the  fisheries, 
ihe  scaling  business,  and  other  adventures.     The  injury 


this  great  commerce  will  suatian  will  be  enomoia;  a 
fact.  It  will  be  literally  swept  from  the  seas.  Fmce  bs 
the  largest  navjr*  and  can  do  our  commerce  mA  )»• 
Jury;  and  especially  as  ber  commerce  is  conpuitiTrif 
nothing.  All  the  daring  spirits  of  the  worU,  who  fib 
to  privateer,  will  hoist  French  colors;  becaoie  ve  bm 
most  commerce,  and  it  will  be  more  exposed  on  tecmt 
of  its  extension  ami  want  of  protection.  Whit  vifi  bt 
the  deplorable  Mtuation  of  the  South?  Her  whole  cnf 
is  cotton;  the  exporU  of  that  staple  Ibrm  more  tliiD ok 
half  of  our  whole  export  trade.  Scarcely  s  bale  viB  be 
able  to  cross  the  ocean  for  market;  and  even  the  cotta 
which  will  finally  get  there  wilt  have  so  heavy  in  m 
ranee  to  pay,  as  ultimately  to  yield  little  or  nothnigtotbc 
grower  of  the  article.  The  cotton  lands  of  Misswpp, 
Alabama,  and  Louisiana,  hav^  Just  been  brought  ioti 
market;  the  owners  are  now  opening  and  prepariif 
them  for  cultivation;  men  have  gone  largely  in  debt  for 
lands,  negroes,  and  stock;  heavy  anticipations hsTcbwi 
made  on  the  growing  crop  and  the  crop  to  be  paniw 
the  ensuing  season.  Should  this  nation  unfortuniieljbe 
hurried  into  a  wsr,  all  these  men  are  ruined;  tbe/ve 
generally  young,  enterprising  men,  who  need,  it  tw 
moment,  the  fostering  care  and  protection  of  Goren- 
ment.  Kentucky  is  a  min-growing  and  rtock-n^J 
State;  she  depends  on  the  cotton  pbntcrt  in  the  Smb 
to  buy  her  grain,  produce,  and  stock;  she  hsi  KUcOf 
any  other  market.  At  this  time  her  sgricultupe  a  p» 
perous,  her  prices  are  good  and  fair,  the  bum  of  bf 
ness  is  every  where  heard,  and  the  bustle  of  itAiOn* 
to  be  seen  all  over  the  Und.  A  war  prostrstei  e«f 
thing.  Place  the  nation  in  a  situation  that  cotton » 
not  be  transported  across  the  ocean,  the  cotton  pbnw 
cannot  buy;  the  stock  and  products  of  Kentu^yJ*" 
price,  to  little  or  nothing.  The  expenses  of  Gowrfr 
ment,  and  individual  sacrifices  of  life  and  property,  ^ 
be  enormous,  and  almost  incalculable.  .  , 

This  is  not  the  only  point  of  view  in  which  I  \ooi» 
this  question:  there  are  yet  other  consideration! or  wp 
and  deep  import .  France  is  our  oldest  ally,  "Jf;  ,j 
best  friend,  among  the  nations  of  the  earth.  WW» 
were  in  the  midst  of  our  revolutionary  ^^^"Tj 
our  fate  seemed  to  hang  on  a  thread;  when  the  flew 
Great  Briuin  covered  the  ocean  and  her  armies  ow"JJ 
aided  by  the  Powers  of  Germany;  we  were  then  in « 
infancy,  few  in  number,  and  destitute  of  eTcry  "i 
but  real  patriotism;  our  armies  had  been  defw«|J  ^ 


A 


we  were  retreating  before  the  victonous 


XcM 


foreign  Powers  refused  to  assist  us,  save  one.  ^^ 
here  will  inquire  what  foreign  Power  was  iwt 
world  knows  that  was  France;  her  youoff  i««J  u 
Lafayette  at  their  head,  poured  into  Amencs,  sw JJJ^ 
edto  fight  our  battles;  the  oolors  of '*»***°K«iii<i 
ranged  on  the  same  side,  floated  in  the  sir  to|ttn^|^ 
many  a  noble  Frenchnaan  died  in  our  csose.  ^E^2sk 
us,  and  winning  the  liberty  we  now  enjoy,  nomii»^ 

at  least.  ikplIniwJ 

In  the  assistance  which  France  rendered  to  we  •/ 

States  during  the  revolutionary  war,  »"°^".^^^ 
was  made  by  ber  with  Great  Briuin,  he' '<*"*r^jpj^. 
rifices,  in  men,  ships^  and  money,  were  i  ^^ 
Thousands  of  lives  were  lost,  and  hun^'^icrt,  «^ 
were  expended;  and,  for  all  these  losses,  ^^.^^  ^t, 
disbursements,  she  never  charged  one  cent.  ^ 

after  all  that,  shsll  we  go  to  wsr  with  that  n*^^^ 
four  millions  seven  hundred  thoossnd  ool»"'  ^peil 
men  may  say,  what  will  you,  then,- do?  ihrireity* 
the  laws  we  passed  in  compliance  with  ^"*,  yjj^J 
our  part;  and,  if  that  will  not  do*  I  *«f '^  ^^ne«,  site 
would  impose  additional  duties  upon  "f^^i^.bert' 
and  brandies;  we  can  obtain  the  »«"«*»^  ,  .L,  ftnJ<J 
I  have  no  doubt  these  cororoercisl  f^ff^\,taf  eof 
eflTect  the  desired  object.    There  is  yet  •»»*■*' 
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deration  why  a  war  with  France  is  to  be  deprecated, 
ne  of  the  States  in  this  Union  once  belonged  to  France; 
I  population  is  principally  French.  Suppose  a  French 
'my  were  to  invade  that  State  and  occupy  it{  the  whole 
illey  of  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  is  shut  out  from  all 
irect  communication  with  the  residue  of  the  world; 
luated  aa  that' country  is,  it  would  take  a  great  deal  of 
ird  fighting  to  dislodge  them.  1  beg  gentlemen  not  to 
e  precipitated  either  into  war  or  war  measures;  for 
lere  is  no  real  dilTerence  between  them,  as  war  meas- 
res  will  lead  to  war  itself.  The  most  disastrous  battle 
lat  was  ever  fought  in*  Kentucky  was  that  of  the  Blue 
,icks,  August  19,  1781;  that  was  brought  on  prema* 
irely  by  the  bravadoes  of  one  man.  The  Indians  were 
n  the  north  side  of  Licking  river;  one  detachment  of 
ie  Kentuckians  was  on  the  south,  waiting  for  the  main 
ody  to  come  up,  which  was  under  General  Logpan. 
'he  Indians  showed  a  few  warriors  on  the  north.  This 
lan  insisted  upon  crossing  the  river  and  pursuing  them; 
e  waa  admonished  that  there  whole  force  was  im- 
lediately  on  the  other  side,  in  ambush,  ready  for  the 
ombat,  and  that  it  was  advisable  to  wait  until  the  main 
rmy  came  up.  The  man,  who  was  a  Major  McGary, 
purred  bis  horse,  dashed  into  the  river,  called  on  all 
irave  men  to  follow  him,  and  declared  that  none  would 
^tay  behind  but  cowards.  This  conduct  induced  all  to 
follow  him.  The  ambuscade  was  sprqng,  the  detach- 
ment waa  defeated,  and  nearly  all  cut  off  save  McGary 
tiimself.  The  men  who  followed  had  the  physical 
courage  to  die,  but  not  the  moral  eourage  to  bear  the 
mputation  of  cowardice,  and  that  from  a  man  who,  as 
ihe  sequel  proved,  was  peculiarly  capful  of  bis  own  life, 
it  is  not  the  man  of  w6rds  and  boasting  that  is  the 
brave  man,  that  fights  hardest,  and  is  soonest  to  sacri- 
fice  his  life  in  his  country's  cause;  to  that  roan  <*  it  is  not 
iweet  to  die  for  his  country."  We  are  informed  that 
Prance  has  assembled  a  large  navy  in  the  West  Indies, 
and  will  shortly  either  insult  our  flag  or  make  a  descent 
on  our  coast.  I  do  not  believe  that  either  event  will 
take  places  however,  the  moment  France  shall  add 
insult  to  th«  injustice  of  the  delay  of  payment,  then  it 
becomes  an  affair  of  honor,  and  our  reputation  will  be 
injured  by  submitting  to  it.  When  that  event  shall 
arrive,  I  wil  I  then  agree  with  gentlemen  to  go  to  war. 

I  recollect  to  have  once  read,  when,  upon  a  wager  of 

battle,  one  of  the  combatants,  after  be  got  into  the  ring, 

declined  the  combat;  the  other  Tauntingly  called  him  a 

coward— hes  resented  it-*and  swore  he  lied— and  said,  I 

did  not  figh  t  you  at  first  because  I  had  no  cause  of  quar^ 

rel,  but  now  l.will  fight  you,  for  the  present  insult,  to  the 

death.  He  made  good  his  words,  and  slew  his  adversary. 

We  are  told  that  France  requires  us  to  make  an 

apology  before  she  will  pay  the  money.     I  am  against 

sny  apology.     I  would  not  degrade  the  nation  so  low 

for  one  hundred  millions;  nay,  no  sum  could  buy  me  to 

content  to  an  apology.    To  apologize  for  the  insult  of 

demanding  what  France  agreed  to  pay,  is  absurd  and 

preposterous;  and  to  apologize  for  the  message  of  the 

President  to  Congress,  is  equally  inadmissible.     It  was 

not  spoken  in  our  national  character,  in  our  exterior  and 

foreign  relations.    France  had  no  right  to  notice  it. 

It  is  worthy  of  a  passing  remark  to  inquire,  to  whom 
sre  those  four  millions  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars 
to  be  paid?  To  our  own  citizens,  nominally,  I  know; 
but,  in  reality,  four  fifths  of  it  will  go  to  the  insurance 
offices  in  Great  Britain,  stockjobbers,  and  speculators. 
The  vessels  captured  by  the  French  were  principally 
^"S^ged  in  the  carrying  British  goods  into  the  ports  of 
F«urope,  in  contravention  to  the  Berlin  and  Milan  de- 
crees. The  presumption  isi  that  policies  of  insurance 
Were  effected  on  the  vessels  and  cargoes  in  London. 

1  have  remarked,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  I  believed  that 
ihis  resolution  waa  got  up  for  effeet  In  the  can?asa  now 


going  on  for  the  next  President;  and  that  I  believed  that 
this  war  and  war  panic  are  intended  forthe  same  unholy 
purpose. 

It  haa  been  viatble  to  the  whole  American  people  for 
some  years  past,  that  General  Jackson  has  been,  and  ia 
now,  ambiliotti  of  designating  his  ofllcial  successor;  and 
that  all  hia  power,  influence,  and  patronage,  have  been 
directed  to  the  elevation  of  his  favorite,  wEose  only  rec- 
ommendation is  hia  servility,  sycophancy,  and  abject 
flattery  of  the  President;  one  who  weeps  when  he 
frowns,  and  laughs  aloud  when  he  smiles;  and  who  has 
no  merit  but  what  is  reflected  on  him  from  General 
Jackson.  Like  the  moon,  he  shines  by  a  borrowed  light 
altogether.     * 

War,  or  even  the  preparation  for  war,  with  the  pat- 
ronage connected  with  it  and  growing  out  of  such  a 
state  of  things,  give  an  immense  additional  power  to  the 
Executive.  Suppose,  instead  of  disbursing  twenty 
millions  next  year,  which  will  be  about  a  fair  peace  ex- 
penditure, we  are  plunged  into  a  war;  or,  under  a  war 
panic,  we  disburse  forty  or  fif\y  millions.  The  addition- 
al expenditure  of  twenty  or  thirty  millions  will  enable 
the  oflice-holders's  psrty  to  influence  and  control,  in  the 
approaching  elections,  three  hundred  thousand  votes; 
and  all  this  to  be  done  for  the  glorious  purpose  of  con- 
tinuing, for  eight  years  longer,  the  power  of  the  present 
party  which  is  at  the  head  of  the  Government. 

This  view  of  the  subject  is  further  verified  by  the 
fact  that  there  are  bills  on  the  table  to  expend  near  five 
millions  on  fortifications  for  the  ensuing  year,  not  one  of 
which  can  be  finiahed  time  enough  to  answer  the  pur- 
poses of  defence,  if  we  should  shortly  get  into  a  war. 
One  of  the  bills  contains  appropriations  of  about  two  and 
a  half  millions  for  forts  not  yet  begun— nay,  even  the 
sites  are  not  aelected .    We  know  that  these  new  forts 
cannot  be  finished  in  time;  and  the  commencing  of 
them  will,  if  we  have  war,  only  invite  the  enemy  to  land 
and  destroy  the  materials  as  fast  as  they  are  collected  to 
erect  the  forts.    This  last  new  fortification  bill  awakens 
in  me  a  kind  of  suspicion  that  the  administration  party 
does  not  expect  war;  but  wishes,  with  war  preparations, 
war  patronage,  and  war  appropriations,  to  carry  the 
election  in  favor  of  the  pet  of  General  Jackson:  which 
may  God,  in  his  mercies  manifested  towards  this  afflicted 
land,  prevent.    Who  are  the  candidates  before  the  peo- 
ple, and  who  are  intended  to  be  affected  by  this  resoluj 
tion?    White,  Webster,  VanBuren,  and  Harrison.    Har- 
rison, Webster,  and  White,  are  men  whose  deeds  will 
live  after  them;  and  whose  memory  will  be  handed  down 
to  after  generations  yet  unborn,    llieir  actions  are  of  a 
kind  to  be  claimed  by  the  nation  as  public  property,  and 
as  identified  with  their  country's  honor  and  glory.     Lit- 
tie  Van  has  nothing  to  boast,  except  "the  honor  of  ser 
ving  under  such  a  chief  as  General  Jackson." 

Van  Buren  claims  the  presidency  as  a  paternal  estate 
by  descent;  he  arroj^tes  to  himself,  by  a  msgical  kind  of 
inheritance,  the  glories  achieved  by  Jackson  in  the  late 
war.  The  party  cannot  meet  to  do  any  thing  for  him, 
unless  it  be  on  the  8th  of  January,  the  day  when  the 
western  hunters  won  the  victory  at  Orleans.  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  is  most  calculated  to  excite  our  laughter, 
or  indignation  and  contempt,  at  seeing  the  glory  obtained 
on  that  day  transferred  from  the  West  to  New  York— a 
State,  during  our  revolutionary  war,  only  famed  for  lo- 
ries. 

Is  there  any  scene  in  this  world  so  ridiculous  as  to  see 
Van  Buren's  friends  place  him  before  the  people  as  the 
war-party  candidate,  and  denounce  Harrison  and  his 
friends  as  pusillanimous,  cowardly,  and  ready  to  betray 
their  country— Harrison,  who  spent  his  youth,  his  man- 
hood, and  the  prime  of  his  life,  in  camps  and  in  battles, 
in  fire  and  smoke,  combating  in  his  countrv's  cause?  As 
for  Van  Buren,  he  never  smelt  gunpowder  in  his  fifi?. 
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[jxi.^xm, 


Many  a  bloody  field  can  attest  Harrison's  acbieTements, 
and  emblaxon  his  fame  and  gloiy  abroad.  Kentucky  has 
won  laurels  with  him  and  under  him;  be  always  did  her 
brave  son%  living  or  deaf),  justice  in  the  Held  and  Justice 
in  his  reports  to  the  War  Department.  In  this  approach- 
ing election  the  world  will  bear  witness  that  Kentuoky, 
amongst  her  other  great  yirtuesp  boasts  the  proud  one  of 
gratitude.  I  know  that  one  of  her  tons,  in  whom  she  is 
well  pleased,  has  been  selected  to  run  on  the  Van  Bu- 
ren  ticket  for  Vice  President.  This  is  a  New  York  ma* 
noeuvre;  it  is  sop  to  Jowler.  Kentucky  will  not  bite  at 
the  bait.  ^  We  would  delight  to  do  honor  to  the  candi- 
date for  Vice  President;  he  has  also  won  his  fame  in 
deeds  of  noble  daring;  but  he  must  recollect  that  if  a 
man  marries  a  woman  below  him  in  the  grades  of  society, 
he  elevates  her  to  his  level:  if  above  him,  he  brings  her 
down  to  his  own  caste;  So  is  the  fate  of  the  candidate 
for  Vice  President.  The  candidate  for  President  on  the 
same  ticket  regulates  the  votes  altogether. 

The  gentleman  from  Masnacbusetts  has  said  that  those 
who  voted  against  the  appropriation  of  the  three  millions 
last  session  had  but  one  step  more  to  take,  and  that  was 
to  open  the  doors  of  the  Capitol  to  the  enemy,  and  then 
join  them;  that  he  was  prouder  of  bis  vote  last  session  in 
favor  of  the  appropriation  than  any  act  of  his  whole  life. 
How  flaming  is  the  zeal  of  the  new  convert.  He  was 
Secretary  of  State  eight  years  during  the  administration 
of  Mr.  Monroe,  and  was  four  years  President  himself; 
during  all  which  time  the  French  refused  to  indemnify 
us  for  our  losses,  and  yet  then  he  was  not  so  full  of  fight. 
I  recollect  in  the  play  of  Cato,  when  he  called  his  little 
Senate  together  at  Utica,  just  as  Cssar  was  marching  on 
the  city,  the  fury  and  impetuous  zeal  of  Sempronius; 
how  he  ezolaimed— 

"  My  voice  is  still  for  war. 
Gods!  can  a  Roman  Senate  long  debate 
Which  of  the  two  to  ebooee,  slaTery  or  death! 
NO|  let  us  rise  at  once,  gird  on  oar  awords, 
And,  at  the  head  of  our  remaining  troops, 
Attack  the  foe,  break  throup^h  the  thick  array 
Of  his  throng'd  legions,  and  charge  home  upon  him. 
Perhaps  some  arm,  more  Incky  than  the  rest. 
May  leach  hi^  heart,  and  fiee  the  world  from  bondage." 

And  how  Lucius  modestly  replied — 

"  My  thoughts,  I  must  confess,  are  turned  on  peace.'* 

I  also  well  recollect  the  sequel,  and  I  beg  the  House 
to  mark  it,  and  I  hope  it  will  somewhat  attract  the  atten- 
tion of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts: 
Sempronius  deserted  to  Gxsar  the  next  night,  and  Lu- 
cius remained  with  Cato,  and  fought  it  out  like  a  man. 
This  same  Sempronius  whispered  to  Cato  to  beware  of 
Lucius — that  he  was  a  traitor. 

Who  are  the  men  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
has  attacked  in  his  resolution'  Whom  has  he  abused  in 
his  speech,  and  whom  has  he  denounced  as  traitors^  for 
I  disdain  to  notice  his  pitiful  subterfuge,  by  saying  he 
meant  no  one — it  was  only  a  personification— a  ngure  of 
speech.  They  were  his  old  friends  snd  political  sup- 
porters, who  stood  by  him  in  former  times,  and  faced  the 
battle  and  the  breeze;  who,  on  account  of  their  sup- 
porting him,  have  been  proscribed  by  the  Government 
and  party  in  power,  and  are  now  in  a  state  of  exile  as  it 
respects  their  own  Government  and  the  administration 
thereof;  they  are  an  abused  and  vilified  set  of  men;  their 
only  fault,  endeavoring  to  sustain  him.  In  this  situation, 
what  a  deplorable  spectacle  does  the  gentleman  exhibit: 
the  very  man  for  whom  they  are  now  sufiering  has  turned 
against  them,  and  joined  the  ranks  of  their  enemies;  has 
become  their  fiercest  assailant,  most  inexorable  foe;  dri- 
ving them  to  the  wall,  and  then  attempting  to  pin  them 
up  against  it.  How  baae  the  treachery,  how  black  the 
ingratitude,  and,  at  the  same  time,  how  melancholy  the 
sight,  to  see  an  old  man,  with  the  frostof  seventy  winters 


on  his  head,  pushed  on  by  a  blind  ambitioii  uid  lore  of 
office,  or  rather  the  emoluments  of  office,  thus  to  («» 
trate  and  degrade  himself,  and  forever  blast  therrpoti. 
tion  acquired  by  fifty  yean  of  honorable  pobliettme! 

When  I  recollect  how,  in  1838,  in  the  eoDtat  lor 
President  between  the  honorable  gentlennnindGeDenl 
Jackson,  I. labored  in  his  cause,  rode  over  Kentucky,  ni 
addressed  the  people  for  hoars  together,  with  vbit  in- 
dignation am  I  fired  at  his  conduct  now!  In  t  spirit «( 
true  repentance  do  I  declare,  that  if  God  will  forgive  m 
fi»r  what  I  then  did,  I  promise  never  to  do  the  likeigM. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachiisetts  sajs  we  (mnnnt 
himself  and  others)  have  been  accused  of  man-wonhip- 
alUiding  to  his  worshipping  General  Jackson.  1  do  not 
believe  that  any  gentleman  ever  accused  himofwch*- 
votion  ttf  any  msn  or  friend  in  the  world  as  to  timwBriB 
man-worship.  Cssar,  Bonaparte,  and  Wish'mgH 
were  said  never  to  forget  a  favor  or  desert  a  fri*Bd;  if 
any  person  has  ever  charged  the  gcittlemsn  with  iW 
quality  of  the  heart,  I  never  heard  it.  I  expect  it  snot 
man  the  gentleman  worships:  it  is  office  and  its  w» 
uments. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Csrolina  said  there  wrt 
two  parties—the  democracy  and  the  aristocrtcy  of  ik 
country;  and  that  the  battle  had  to  be  foujht  bettees 
them  one  day  or  another,  and  he  wu  wil1»n|r  to  eifj 
in  the  rotundo  of  the  Capitol.  These  reinirbjeeiw 
to  me  to  have  a  direct  allusion  to  the  Senste.  "  «» 
tainly  unparliamentary  to  use  such  Isngosge.  wms 
the  gentleman  wish  to  engage  in  s  conflict  vitB  ^ 
hundred  and  forty  young  men  sgainsi  fortjr-eip  » 
ones?    I  hope  not.  . 

The  Senate  has  been  alluded  to  in  ^efy  »*>"!!5f,  ^ 
by  the  gentleman  from  Massschusetts.  .'^"*;  ?! 
wrought  this  wonderful  change  in  his  opinion  of  i» 
body,  here  of  late,  I  cannot  imagine.  Utt  saj^^^ " 
a  yesr,  when  he  was  invited  to  psrticipste  m » P«°^ 
dinner  given  to  the  Senators  of  MsssachuKlts?  tw  "J 
swer  of  that  gentleman,  and  his  toast,  resd  »n  »w^ 
words: 

••ai7iKCT,J«/y  29,183*1^ 

"  Sia:  I  have  received  yoiir  obliging  invilalioM"^ 
half  of  the  whigs  of  Salem,  of  my  attendance  it » <!'""J 
to  be  given  to  the  Senators  of  the  Commonwetun  ni 
Congress  of  the  United  States.  CordisHy  spP^JJ 
the  conduct  of  those  eminent  citizens,  in  l^*  *J;";«ti, 
signed  to  them  by  the  confidence  of  their  comoraci^ 
I  regret  that  my  engagements  will  deprive  me^^ 

pleasure  of  joining  with  you  in  the  ^^^^yltir^' 
you  propose  to  signalize  your  approbation  otw  ^^ 
ness  and  ability  with  which  they  have  discbiijw  ^^ 
trust  committed  to  them.  Of  the  ImpoH^rtct  ^ 
services  rendered  by  them  to  our  co"'"**"^*,^^ 
the  trying * "  •'^-  n^senterao- 

our  hi 


senate  vj  ^nv  vwinvucriitcu  nikviwiat  >— •-  ti  jj^  ipp 
obliged,  from  the  deepest  conviction,  to  ^V^^ 
Senate  alone,)  that  the  friends  of  our  Union,  wo  ^ 
free,  republican  institutions,  can  find  a  •"'•f'JJJtfd 
for  the  cheering  hope  that  they  will  be  pre^  ^^^ 
redeemed  from  the  imposture  of  P"**^  j  ffoo  tfc« 
from  the  frenzy'of  senseless  experiments,  sna 
rapacity  of  executive  usurpations.  . .-,  of  Si- 

"With  this  impression,  I  tender  to  the  wnwj^^ 
lem,  with  my  thanks  for  their  friendly  iotrit»»'«'^ 
following  sentiment:  ^     ,^  feirltf^ 

«« •  The  constitutional  ehuA  of  the  Sf'^r'J-^' 
and  faithfully  applied  to  the  executive  nmp»  "»^ 
••And  remain,  very  reapectfulfyi 

"  Sir,  your  obedient  serr^^^        ^j. 
••  JOHN  QV^^„ 

••  LavxBXTT  Sa&tovsta&l,  Esq..  **•• 
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FurHJkation  Bill  of  Ltut  8e$8ian. 


[H.  or  R. 


The  Senate,  late  on  the  night  of  the  last  sesiion  of 
^ongreM^  sent  a  polite  note  or  resolution  to  this  House, 
pprizing  it  of  the  result  of  the  agreement  of  the  con- 
ereea,  and  inriting  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
ubject.  Tbis^  the  gentleman  says,  was  a  gross  insult 
9  this  House  I  and,  if  there  had  been  time,  he  would 
Ave  asked  of  the  House  to  have  sent  him  with  the  res- 
lution  back  to  the  Senate,  and,  if  he  had  taken  it 
here,  he  would  have  thrown  it  on  the  floor  with  inef- 
ible  contemptf  (accompanying  tliat  expression  with  a 
emarkable  contortion  of  his  body,  by  squatting,  and 
ben  jumping  up  with  a  jerk,  and  a  violent  inclination  of 
be  body  to  the  left.)  How  ridiculous  would  such  be« 
aviour  have  have  been  in  a  gentleman  of  his  age  and 
landing;  and  with  what  pity  would  that  dignified  body 
ave  witnessed  the  impotent  rage  of  an  old  man  display- 
ig  such  fantastic  anticsl 

Mr.  Speaker,  when  we  take  a  view  of  the  present 
ondition  of  the  United  States,  there  is  every  thin^  to 
eplore,  and  nothing  to  console  us.  We  appropriate 
very  year  millions  upon  millions  for  our  navy,  and  it 
as  gone  to  decay;  scarcely  a  vessel  fit  for  service. 
Ve  have  appropriated  since  the  last  war  about  fourteen 
lillions  for  fortifications;  they  are  now  in  a  state  of 
rretched  dilapidation,  but  few  guns  mounted,  and 
lenerally  unmanned.  No  energy  in  our  army,  as  our 
ite  disasters  in  Florida  bear  melancholy  testimony:  no 
pirit  and  love  of  enterprise  in  the  officers.  While  the 
rar  is  raging  in  Florida  with  all  its  horrors,  and  in  iU 
nost  frightful  forms,  and  we  are  in  the  dailv  expecta- 
ion  of  a  war  with  France,  what  do  we  behold  here,  in 
bis  city,  and  in  this  hall?  Day  after  day  are  we  impor- 
uned  to  surrender  this  chamber  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
)epartroent  of  War,  to  deliver  a  lecture  on  history;  I 
uppose  the  ancient  history  of  the  .^nyrians,  Babylo- 
lians,  Egyptians,  Persians,  Carthaginians,  and  Gre- 
iaiis.  Instead  of  attidying  the  plans  of  campaigns, 
oarcbes,  and  battles,  he  is  poring  over  the  history  of 
tations  twenty-five  hundred  years  gone  by.  The  gen- 
iral-in-chief  of  our  army  is  president  of  the  assembly 
talis,  as  our  daily  papers  tell  us,  and,  report  says,  night 
fter  night  waltzing  with  little  misses  in  their  teens; 
Dd,  when  not  at  that,  writing  miserable  plays  for  the 
tage.  There  is  no  laudable  spirit  of  enterprise  and 
mulation  in  the  army,  navy,  or  any  part  of  the  public 
ervice.  Why  this  state  of  things?  Because  promotion 
0  office  does  not  now  depend  on  merit,  but  by  bowing, 
iwning,  and  cringing,  in  the  palace;  for  all  power  is 
here.  When  the  chief  there  frowns,  and  stamps  his 
oot,  the  whole  menial  pack  fear  and  tremble.  We  are 
brown  upon  evil  and  degenerate  times:  our  Govern- 
nent  has  every  symptom  of  a  speedy  dissolution. 

When  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  charged 
reason  upon  a  part  of  tliis  House,  the  majority  huzzaed, 
lapped  their  hands,  and  shouted,  enacting  just  such 
cenes  as  took  place  in  the  convention  during  the  jaco- 
•inieal  times  of  the  reign  or  terror,  in  the  days  of  liarat 
nd  Robespierre.  When  a  man  was  denounced  in  the 
louse  by  either  of  those  blood-thirsty  tyrant^  the  mem- 
bers of  the  convention  applauded  in  a  tumultuous  man- 
ler,  and  immediately  voted  the  arrest  of  the  member 
ieoounced,  however  innocent;  before  night  the  guillo- 
ine  received  its  victim,  and  he  was  numbered  with  the 
lead. 

The  storms  of  misfortune  and  adversity  have  been 
breatening  us  from  ev^ry  quarter— east,  west,  north, 
nd  south.  They  have  gathered  over  our  heads,  and 
hreaten  every  moment  to  burst  upon  us,  and  destroy 
»ur  liberties  forever.  I  put  my  hope  and  trust  in  God, 
vho  has  saved  us  in  all  our  trials  and  difficulties  hereto- 
bre,  that  he  will  vet  preserve  us  free  and  independent, 
nd  diipel  the  clouds  now  lowering  over  us;  and  that 
le  will  give  us  once  more  a  clear,  serene,  political  sky. 


When  Mr.  Habbih  bad  taken  his  seat — 
Mr.  EVANS  rose  and  addressed  the  House.  He  was 
very  gUd,  be  said,  after  several  unsuccessful  efforts,  at 
length  to  have  been  recognised  by  the  Speaker.  It 
would  have  been  much  more  agreeable  to  him  to  have 
said  aeveral  days  ago  what  he  now  proposed  to  say 
upon  the  subject  under  discussion;  but  all  his  attempts 
to  obtain  the  floor  had  been  fruitless.  Indeed,  he  had 
begun  to  fiear  that  he  ahould  fail  altogether,  for  he  had 
perceived  Evident  indications  that  this  debate  was  not 
much  longer  to  be  permitted.  He  warned  bis  friends^ 
who  had  a  w'ish  to  be  heard,  that  the  time  allotted  to 
them  was  short;  and  he  apprized  the  majority  of  the 
House,  such  at  least  as  did  not  already  know  it,  that 
they  would  soon  be  called  upon  to  wield  that  conveni- 
ent instrument  for  suppressing  freedom  of  debate,  now 
so  frequently  resorted  to— the  previous  question — to  ar- 
rest the  further  discussion  of  the  topics  mvolved  in  the 
resolution.  He  availed  himself,  therefore,  while  he 
could,  of  the  opportunity  to  submit  a  few  remarks  upon 
them;  though  to  do  so,  and  to  say  what  he  was  about 
to  say,  was  painful  to  him  in  a  high  degree. 

The  subject  which  has  already  engrossed  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  for  several  days,  (said  Mr.  E.,)  what- 
ever range  it  may  take,  or  whatever  space  fill,  had  an 
exceedingly  humble  origin.  It  sprung,  ostensibly  at 
least,  from  an  inconsiderable  paragraph  in  one  of  the 
newspapers  of  the  city,  which  an  honorable  member 
from  New  York  [Mr.  CAXBnaLXHo]  deemed  of  suffi- 
cient consequence,  as  it  related  to  himself  personally, 
to  bring  to  the  notice  of  th6  House.  The  charge, 
which  he  conceived  to  be  made  against  himself,  was  by  no 
means  a  new  one;  and  the  repetition  of  it,  at  this  time, 
would  scarcely  have  attracted  any  additional  notice,  if 
the  honorable  member  had  not  deemed  it  suitable  to  in- 
vest it  with  some  importance,  and  to  found  upon  it  the 
novel  measure  proposed  by  the  honorable  mover  of  this 
resolution.  The  important  measures  for  the  interest 
and  welfare  of  the  whole  country^  which  are  required 
at  our  hands,  must  stand  still;  the  embargo,  which  we 
have  been  so  frequently  told  hangs  over  the  great  com- 
mercial city  which  he  represents,  must  continue  yet 
longer;  public  and  private  business  both  must  give 
place,  in  order  that  the  honorable  member,  upon  whose 
Atlantean  shoulders  the  Government  seems  to  rest, 
might  have  the  opportunity  of  attempting  to  free  him- 
self from  charges  neither  new  in  themselves  nor  sup- 
ported by  new  evidence,  and  now  put  forth  in  a  paper 
which  he  affects  to  hold  in  great  contempt.  The  gen- 
tleman has  been  indulged  with  the  opportunity  which 
he  sought;  and  with  what  success  he  has  met  it  the 
House  have  witnessed.  Such,  Mr.  Speaker,  was  sppa- 
rently  the  origin  of  the  weighty  matters  we  are  consid- 
ering. I  was  one  of  those  who  voted  with  the  majority, 
thercbyseparatingfrom  most  of  those  with  whom  I  usually 
act,  in  givmg  permission  to  the  honorable  member  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adajcs]  to  introduce  this  resolution. 
I  did  so  with  the  distinct  perception  that  the  resolution 
had  been  previously  prepared,  and  was  offered  in  close 
connexion  with,  and  founded  upon,  the  remarks  of  the 
member  from  New  York;  and  I  thought  I  could  not  be 
mistaken  in  the  belief  that  it  was  a  matter  arranged  and 
concerted  between  the  honorable  gentlemen.  I  could 
not,  therefore,  be  in  doubt  as  to  the  object  of  the  gen- 
tleman, nor  as  to  the  character  of  the  report  which 
might  emanate  from  the  select  committee  contempla- 
ted in  the  resolution,  should  one  be  appointed.  I  knew 
it  was  an  object  I  could  not  approve,  and  that  it  would 
be  a  report  which  would  not  have  my  concurrence. 
Nevertheless,  I  voted  to  admit  the  gentleman's  proposi- 
tion; useless  though  it  was— extraordinary  though  it 
was.  I  did  so,  simply  because  I  would  not  be  seen 
1  shrinking,  or  in  a  position  which  might  be  represented 
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as  ihrinkin^,  from  such  a  diacunion  or  inveitigation  as  I 
perceived  to  be  challenged.    Gentlemen  may  have  it^ 
ao  far  as  my  content  goes,  just  so  long  as  they  desire  it. 
Let  me  not  be  understood,  however,  for  a  moment,  as 
intimating  that  the  minority  on  that  occasion,  who  voted 
against  the  introduction  of  this  resolution,  are  to  be  sup- 
posed, in  the  smallest  derree,  or  under  any.  circumstan- 
ces, capable  of  shinking  Trora  any  discussion  or  inquiry 
suitable  to  be  entertained.    I  doubt  not,  sir,  their  mo- 
tives were  far  higher,  and  will  commend  themselves 
much  more  to  the  approbation  of  the  country  than  will 
the  purposes  had  in  view  by  those  who  have  sought  this 
discussion.    Sincerely  desirous  of  promoting  the  public 
business,  and  seeinj;  the  utter  uselessnest,  and  worse 
than  uselessneas,  ofsuch  a  proceeding,  they  were  ready 
to  do  their  duty  to  the  country,  regardless  of  all  impu- 
tations which  mMit  be  cast  upon  them,  and  every  mis- 
representation Of  their  motives.    Such  sentiments  were 
highly  honorable  to  my  friends,  and  I  feel  the  force  of 
them  fully.    But  at  the  same  time,  sir,  I  could  not  but 
perceive  the  position  in  which  we  were  placed;  and,  at 
a  time  when  upright  motives  are  little  appreciated,  I 
knew  how  easily  we  mirht  be  made  to  bear  the  respon- 
sibility or  the  odium  of  thwarting  and  suppressing  in- 
vestigation for  political  and  ptrty  purposes.     For  one,  I 
was,  though  not  desirous,  yet  willing  to  meet  this  mat- 
ter, here  or  elsewhere.     The  fortification  bill  of  the  last 
session  failed {  every  body  knows  it.    How  it  failed  is  of 
exceedingly  little  consequence;  but,  as  every  body  does 
not  know  it,  I  have  no  desire  to  keep  back  that  informa- 
tion, let  the  effect  of  it  be  what  it  may.     The  gentle- 
man from  New  York  [Mr.  CAXBBiuire]  endeavors  to 
avoid  the  question  presented  upon  this  resolution,  and 
to  turn  the  debate  m  a  new  direction.    He  says,  **  the 
true  issue  is,  not  who  defeated  the  ordinary  fortification 
bill  last  session,  but  who  defeated  the  appropriation  of 
three  millions,"  which  was  inserted  in  it  by  a  vote  of  the 
House.    This  is  the  question  which  he  has  chiefly  spo- 
ken toi  and  all  the  precedents  which  he  cites  are  only 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the  form  in  which  the 
three  millions  were  appropriated  was  not  justly  liable  to 
the  objections  made  to  it.    Is  the  gentleman  conscious 
that  the  charge  against  the  Senate  of  having  defeated 
the  bill  cannot  be  maintained?    And  is  he,  therefore, 
solicitous  of  raising  a  new  question— of  presenting  a 
new  issue?    Is  it  a  question  any  where  mooted,  who  de- 
feated the   grant  of  three   millions f     Certainly  not. 
Do  not  the  Senate  now  claim  it  as  a  merit?    Does 
any  body  deny  it?    Does  not  every  body  know  that 
the   House   was  ready,  far  too   ready,  to   vote   the 
money?     Sir,  it   is    no   question  who  defeated   the 
three  millions,  and  the  gentleman  has  labored  to  little 
purpose  in   proving   what   is    nowhere   denied.     As 
to  whether  the   Senate  ought  or  ought  not  to  have 
voted  the  money,  in  concurrence  with  the  House,  I  shall 
have  very  little,  if  any  thing,  to  ssy  in  the  course  of  my 
remarks;  nor  shall  I  enter  at  all  into  a  discusnon  of  our 
reUtions  with  France.    When  the  proper  period  arrives 
to  speak  our  sentiments  on  that  interesting  topic,  I  may 
be  mclined  to  do  so;  but,  at  present,  my  business  lies 
with  the  honorable  member  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Abaxs,]  with  the  resolution  he  has  offered,  and  with  the 
speech  he  has  made;  and  I  propose  **  to  join  conclu- 
sions" with  him  upon  several  of  tlie  matters  he  has 
brought  into  the  discussion.  Sir,  almost  every  thing  con- 
nected with  this  subject  is  novel  and  extraordinary.     It 
is  true,  a  bill  of  great  importance  failed  to  become  a  law 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress;  that  is  not  an  unusual  oc- 
currence.    It  happens  at  the  close  of  every  Congress 
that  bills  fail  of  being  finally  passed.   It  happened  at  the 
last  Congress,  in  relation  to  several,  which,  if  not  of 
equal  importance  with  the  fortification  bill,  were  yet  of 
very  great  consequence  to  the  country.     It  would  have 


happened  to  others  also,  if  that  making  sppropratioa 
for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  service  had  not  been  eontot- 
ed  into  an  omnibus,  to  take  up  all  the  wsyfiringiDdthe 
tardy.  And  yet,  often  as  this  has  occurred,  it  hu  nerer 
before  been  thought  a  fit  occasion  for  execatiic  inter- 
ference, nor  for  investigation  by  a  subsequent  Congtca 
The  movement  in  relation  to  it  b  altogether  onprcK- 
dented,  and  the  purposes  to  be  gained  do  not  lie  tctt 
deeply  concealed.  Where  it  originated  I  know  not,  W 
the  occasion  seems  to  be  seised  upon  u  a  tct^  finisf 
one  to  throw  an  additional  responsibility  upon  one  bnad 
of  the  Government,  in  relation  to  which  tbefeeliBgia 
the  President  have  not,  1  believe,  been  much  diiguiiei 
It  is,  in  my  judgment,  very  extraordinary  tbst  the  Pra- 
dent  should  have  regarded  it  his  duty  to  introduce  tki 
subject  into  his  message  in  the  terms  he  hst  uied.  ui 
duty  lies  with  such  bills  as  Congress  send  to  him  forip- 
proval,  and  with  those  only.  He  can  have  no ju«l  tnir- 
ference  with  the  legislation  of  Congress;  and  upon  fW 
ground  does  it  stand  that  be  can  inspect  the  jountthoc 
the  Houses,  examine  the  unfinished  businen,  and  uwto^ 
take  to  arraign  before  the  country,  or  before  their  «• 
cessors,  either  or  both  Houses  for  neglect  of  dmj 
What  proper  object,  connected  with  the  sdminBinioi 
of  the  Government,  is  to  be  promoted  by  it?  wMt  per 
pose  is  to  be  gained  ?  Was  it  to  bring  the  weight  of  tk 
executive  arm  to  bear  upon  the  independence  of  t^ 
branch  of  the  Legislature  which  it  is  known  he  doei  b« 
regard  with  very  especial  favor?  Whether  such  in  (*■ 
ject  be  a  fit  one  for  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  nitrt^t: 
pursue,  I  leave  for  others'  consideration.  And,«r,B 
the  reference  to  this  subject  in  the  rocsssge  w  string 
and  extraordinisry,  the  introduction  of  it  to  the  H«k  » 
no  less  so.  An  inquiry  into  the  doings  or  the  omaBW 
of  a  preceding  LegisUture!  For  what  P«T»°*  1; 
what  end?  If  we  may  do  ao  in  regard  to  o^^f^i 
why  may  we  not  as  to  all  which  have  ?^^^^^-' 
we  may  vindicate  the  reputation  on  the  one  W"*' "1; 
pugn  the  motives  on  the  other,  of  the  Iwt  1<^^»« 
body  which  assembled  here,  and  it  be  an  object  vo^ 
to  engage  our  attention,  where  will  our  wW"  ^l^ 
description  probably  terminate?  Far  better  wr  m  w 
try  will  it  be  thst  we  now  perform  our  own  o""^^  ^ 
to  employ  ourselves  in  the  vain  inquiry  why  «*f  P^ 
did  not  perform  theirs.    The  member  rrom" 
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ight  of  the  session,  reminding  the  House  j»n«^^^ 
port  of  conferees  upon  the  disagreeing  votes  or 
Houses  respecting  the  fortification  bill:  hv'^"°."7{te 
cedent  for  auch  a  proceeding.  He  had  «fr*'p^ 
jounuls  of  Congress  from  the  organiaation  w  »nc  ^ 
ral  Government,  and  of  the  Britinh  P*' «5*J:J„  ibc 
know  not  how  many  centuries,  and  he  ^"^  ^  ^t^ 
Speaker  and  all  the  members  of  «»»«.  ^^*!f  JU  »• 
young,  to  my  whether  they  had  ever  ^^^.^l  u<j.io 
indignity  offered  by  one  branch  of  a  ^^f^J^^^Z^lM 
the  other.  Allow  me,  wr,  to  inquire  "[Jf*.  u  ^na* 
member,  if,  in  the  course  of  hia  very  PJ]J|JI"JI  for  sick 
teresting  researches,  lie  discovered  a  P^^ ?  ^itiutBfi 
a  resolution  as  he  has  now  offered?  '\,"  *  „♦  Vipre- 
upon  reflection,  he  will  not  consider  l^^^J^^^Vi 
cedent  merely,  so  entirely  objectionable  ss  •**  i„wi 
regard  it:  his  resolution,  like  the  messsge  nery  ^^^, 
will  sund  alone— unprecedented  in  the  pawi »  '^^^  ^j^ 
unsupported  by  any  thing  in  the  future.  ^  ^j^^  ^^^ 
extraordinary  of  all,  most  unexpectedi  '['"ig^cdto^ 
of  the  honorable  member,  and  the  ^^^^JL^  hirmo"/ 
sought  by  the  proposed  inquir}*.  "  f  5  "TjIi  porp*'' 
between  the  Houses!"  Such  wu  the  f^^^,^\>if' 
What  an  adaptation  of  meana  to  endi!  i »  ^^^j^, 
mony,  to  promote  a  good  wnderstsndmgt  /  ^^  iw 
in  the  bittereit  term^  gross  dereliction  oi  o«  / 
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enate,  and  individual  membera  of  it  with  little  abort  of 
eason!  Such  were  the.  pacific  meana  which  the  bon- 
rable  member  deemed  auitable  to  employ  <<to  reatqre 
armony."  Early  in  hi«  remarks,  the  gentleman  found 
imself  tranagreasing  a  rule  well  underatood,  and,  hither* 
K  generally  observed — ^a  rule  whose  purpose  ia  to  pre- 
Tve  harmony — which  interdicta  any  a)Iuaion«  in  one 
ranch,  to  what  has  been  said  or  done  in  the  other.  He 
eclared*  upon  his  responsibility,  before  tbe  Hoase»  and 
pon  higher  responsibility  than  any  he  can  owe  to  this 
iouse,  that  be  would  observe,  not  merely  the  letter  but 
le  spirit  of  the  rule.  In  what  manner  this  promise  was 
adeemed  we  have  witnessed.  He  <*  would  tranafer  the 
cation  of  the  place  where  these  things  had  happened 
om  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  to  the  office  of  the 
ational  Intelligencer,"  and  then  quoting,  with  literal 
ielity,  expressions  used  in  a  debate  of  the  Senate,  he 
roceeded  to  comment  upon  them  in  a  tone  which  I  for- 
ear  to  characterize.  On  the  following  day,  the  gentle- 
lan  interrupted  the  remarks,  pungent  and  conclusive  as 
ley  were,  of  the  honorable  member  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
iTisB]  <<  to  explain."  In  what  be  had  said  the  day  be- 
)re,  he  alluded  t9  no  individual  whatever;  he  bad  no 
erson  in  his  mind;  he  only  **  personified  a  sentiment;" 
nd  to  that  personification  be  addressed  himself.  Such 
fhs  the  explanation.  Now,  air,  it  ia  not  for  me  to  quet- 
lon  the  sincerity  of  the  gentleman,  however  difficult  I 
n«y  find  it  to  comprehend  the  distinction  which  he  at- 
empta.  But  I  must  be  permitted  to  say,  if  he  waa  not 
eplying  to  what  had  been  said  in  the  Senate— if  be  had 
10  reference  to  particular  members  of  it — in  bis  own  Ian* 
fOAge,  '*  all  that  eloquence  was  gratuitous,  and  all  that 
ndigfnation  waatefully  squandered  away;"  and  I  may  add, 
00,  the  time  of  this  House  was  also  waatefully  squandered 
way.  He  either  had  reference,  and  pointed  reference, 
Qo,  to  a  distinguished  member  of  that  body,  or  be  bad 
>o(.  If  he  ha.d,  then  he  violated  as  well  the  rules  of  the 
louse  as  his  promise  to  observe  them  in  letter  and  in 
pirit.  If  he  had  not,  then  was  liis  speech  an  eflTusion  of 
nmeaning  bombaat,  aimed  at  nothing,  accomplishing 
othing,  proving  nothing  but  the  ill-suppressed  feelings 
rhich  prompted  it.  The  great  business  of  the  nation 
lust  stop,  to  allow  the  gentleman  to  Jim  a  tilt  against 
'  the  personification  of  a  sentlmentt"  and  the  House  ex- 
jbits  the  disf^ceful  spectacle  of  boisterous  applause  at 
is  fancied  auccess  in  overthrowing  **  a  personified  sen- 
iment!" 
Mr.  Speaker,  tlie  honorable  member,  if  I  do  not  wholly 
misunderstand  him,  char^  the  Senate  with  the  failure 
i  the  bill  at  the  last  session  containing  the  ordinary  ap- 
•ropriationa  for  fortificationa;  and,  under  thia  general 
e»d,  he  entera  into  several  specificationa.  He  com- 
>Uin8  of  the  temper  of  the  Senate;  of  its  indecorum  and 
lisrespect  to  the  House,  manifested  by  its  prompt  re- 
ection  of  the  three  million  appropriation  <*  with  but  little 
lebate;"  uf  its  adherence  to  that  rejection,  and  of  its 
nessage  to  the  House  in  the  last  momenta  of  its  existence, 
eminding  it  of  the  report  of  conferees,  by  which  the 
•ill  could  even  then  have  been  saved.  He  goes  farther: 
>c  Assigns  motives,  and  degrading  motives,  too,  for  the 
ction  of  the  Senate,  or  rather  of  *<  those  who  lead  it;" 
nd  he  finda  matter  for  grave  complaint  and  accusation, 
nd  for  holding  that  body  responsible  to  the  country  for 
^t  failure  of  the  bill  in  question.  How  widely  different 
l^e  same  objects  appear  to  different  minds!  We  are  all 
i&ble  to  be  swayed  by  passion  and  prejudice;  and  no 
ruth  is  more  generally  acknowledged  than  that  the  pow- 
•rs  of  the  intellect — the  reason — the  understanding—are 
'«»ceptibleof  the  greatest  influence  and  thegroasest  per- 
'criion  from  the  qualities  of  the  heart.  Now,  sir,  to  my 
^ind,  the  particulars  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
^^  singled  out  aa  proof  that  the  Senate  are  responsible 
'or  the  loss  of  the  bill,  are  precisely  tboae  which  demon- 
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atrate  incontrovertibly  their  extreme  solicitude  and  de* 
sire  to  pass  it  What,  in  few  words,  ia  the  history  of 
that  biiU  It  psaaed  the  House  some  weeks  before  the 
close  of  the  session,  in  the  uBual  form,  making  the  ordir 
nary  appropriations.  Every  attempt  to  increase  the  sums 
appropriated  by  it  waa  voted  down  by  the  majority  of 
the  House,  under  the  lead  of  the  friends  of  the  admmi#^ 
tration.  We  of  the  minority  »triAggl«d  for  larger  meana 
of  defence,  but  in  vain.  The  bill  went  to  the  Senate. 
Large  and  important  additiona  were  made  to  it  there» 
under  the  recommendation  and  estimates,  as  is  under- 
stood,  of  the  executive  Departments,  and  the  )>ill  passed 
and  was  returned  to  the  Hpuse.  So  far,  surely,  the  Sen- 
ate are  not  reaponsible  for  defeating  the  ordinary  appro- 
priation for  fortifications  and  means  of  defence.  Their 
control  over  the  bill  had  ceased.  It  rested  with  the 
House,  and  the  House  alone,  so  far  as  Congress  waa  con- 
cerned, whether  it  ahould  become  a  law.  It  reposed 
more  than  a  week  quietly  upon  the  Speaker's  table,  and 
until  the  last  day,  and  very  near  the  last  hour  of  the  ex- 
istence of  that  Congress,  before  its  alumbeni  were  bro- 
ken. At  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the  Sd 
day  of  March,  it  was  called  up  for  consideration.  No  ob- 
jection was  raiaed  to  the  amendmenta  of  the  Senate, 
which  went  to  enlarge  the  auma  to  be  expended  in  forti- 
fying exposed  points  of  the  country.  But  the  extraor- 
dinary and  unlooked-for  proposition  was  made  of  appro- 
priating three  millions  of  dollars,  in  addition  to  all  which 
had  already  been  appropriated  for  specific  objects,  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of.  the  President,  and  at 
his  discretion,  in  the  military  and  naval  service.  The 
minority  of  the  House,  opposed  though  they  were  to 
arming  the  President  with  the  enormous  and  dangerous 
power— dangeroua  to  the  peace  of  the  country — which 
this  grant  of  money  would  have  conferred,  yet  contented 
themaelves  with  a  silent  vote.  The  time  was  short. 
They  were  anzioua  that  the  bill  should  pass,  and  that 
other  bills  then  pending  should  pass  also.  A  single 
speech  would  have  defeated  \h€  proposed  amendment, 
but  it  would  have  defeated  the  bill  alM>;  hence  no  man 
raised  his  voice  against  it.  We  permitted  it  to  go  through 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  to  pass  the  House,  but  we 
never  spproved  it.  We  gave  proof  of  the  arncerity  of 
our  deaire  to  provide  the  ordinary  meana  for  defence,  in 
ailently  aub milting  to  that  extraordinary,  and,  as  we 
viewed  it,  alarming  proposition.  The  bill  went  to  the 
Senate.  Objections  were  made  to  this  appropriation,  in 
the  particular  form  it  stood,  resting  chiefly,  if  not  entire- 
ly, upon  a  question  of  constitutional  power,  aa  to  appro- 
priations so  indefinite  and  unlimited,  and  applicable  to 
no  specific  objects.  These  objections,  and  the  grounds 
upon  which  they  stood,  were  well  known  to  the  House; 
and  the  House  might  have  obviated  them  if  it  had  been 
diaposed.  I  do  not  say  that  they  were  or  were  not  well 
founded.  I  do  not  touch  that  point.  It  is  enough  for 
me,  that  Senators,  competent  to  judge,  bound  by  their 
oath  to  support  the  constitution,  regarded  them  as  fatal 
obstacles.  It  waa  their  province  to  determine  for  them- 
selves. They  had  the  same  right,  and  lay  under  the 
same  high  obligations  to  exercise  their  judgments  fairly 
and  diapasnionately,  as  pertained  to  the  House;  and  there 
is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  they  acted  in  obedience  to 
their  solemn  convictions  of  duty.  That  duty  compelled 
them  to  disagree  to  the  amendment  of  the  House,  and 
they  fulfilled  it  promptly,  and  perhaps,  as  the  gentleman 
says,  *<  with  but  little  debate."  The  House  then  insisted 
upon  its  amendment.  The  next  step  of  the  Senate  waa 
to  adhere  to  its  disagreement,  passing  over  the  interme- 
diate stage  of  insisting  also.  Why  was  this?  What  is 
the  true  reason  for  these  prompt  proceedings  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate?  The  gentleman  sees  in  them  nothing  but 
disrespect,  and  indecorum,  and  insolence,  and  a  deter- 
mination to  defeat  the  bill.     More  time  should  have  been 
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taken— debate  should  hare  been  had — all  the  forms  of 
parliamentarj   etiquette  should   have  been  observed! 
Why,  sir,  does  not  the  honorable  gentleman  recollect 
that  the  hours,  nay,  that  the  very  minutes,  of  that  Con- 
gress were  numbered,  and  were  fast  wasting  away?    In 
addition  to  its  business  of  legislation,  the  Senate  was 
pressed  with  business  of  an  executive   character,  and 
every  moment  of  its  time  was  actively  employed.    Was 
that  an  occasion  to  stand  upon  questions  of  mere  punc- 
tilio and  matters  of  idle  ceremony?    No,  sin  the  Senate, 
entertaining  objections  of  a  character  which  can  never 
be  abandoned  by  men  who  respect  themselves  or  deserve 
the  respect  of  others,  but  which  might  have  been  obvi- 
ated on  the  part  of  the  House,  tost  none  of  the  time, 
more  valuable  then  than  all  the  precedents  of  ceremony 
which  the  gentlemsn  can  find  in  his  labored  researches, 
in  bringing  the  subject  of  disagreement  to  direct  issuer 
and  with  all  the  **  indecent  haste"  they  are  accused  of, 
a  conference,  the  usual  parliamentary  mode  of  recon- 
ciling disagreeing  votes,  was  not  obtained  seasonably  to 
have  reported,  as  is  now  contended,  during  the  life  of 
that  Congress.     To  my  mind,  these  proceedings  manifest 
an  earnest  solicitude  to  save  the  bill,  rather  than  a  wil- 
lingness to  defeat  it.    The  Senate  overlooked  all  minor 
considerations— disregarded  all  inferior  and  subordinate 
matters,  in  the  great  object  of  appropriating  largely  for 
works  of  defence  and  security.    They  exposed  them- 
selves to  this  very  charge  of  precipitation  ana  indecorum, 
or  what  under  other  circumstances  might  be  so  consid- 
ered, in  their  zeal  to  get  the  bill  so  framed  as  to  be  ac- 
ceptable to  both  Houses.     What  could  they  do?    Com- 
pelled to  vote  for  an  amendment  which  they  regarded  as 
unconstitutional,  and  Which  they  could  not,  therefore, 
under  any  circumstances  agree  to;  or  to  see  a  measure 
they  were  anxious  to  adopt  perish  before  their  eyes, 
with  no  power  to  save  it — how  were  they  to  act?    The 
steps  taken  by  them,  standing  in  the  emergency  they 
did,  were  the  only  ones  possible  by  which  the  bill  could 
have  been  rescued  from  the  destruction  that  awaited  It; 
and  if  they  had  been  met*by  the  House  in  a  correspond- 
ing temper,  it  would  hsve  become  a  law.    How  it  failed, 
I  shall  con^der  presently.    But,  sir,  "  the  messsge*'  to 
which  the  gentleman  refers,  and  upon  which  he  has  ex- 
pended his'Wsrmest  indignation— what  wss  it?    A  mes- 
sage fiom  the  Senate  "  respectfully  to  remind  tlie  House 
of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference  appointed 
on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses"  in  respect 
tn  the  fortification  bill.     It  msy  have  been  unusual  and 
without  precedent — ^I  do  not  dispute  it.    But  that  it  was 
insolent  and  contemptuous  towards  the  House,  or  was  so 
designed,  or  so  regarded,  I  utterly  deny.    If  it  was  un- 
usual and  without  precedent,  it  wss  because  the  condi- 
tion in  which  the  business  between  the  Houses  stood  was 
new  and  without  precedent.      Emergencies — extreme 
cases — make  their  own  precedents,  and  furnish  their  own 
justification .    What  was  the  condition  of  the  bill  to  which 
the  messsge  referred.' 

The  two  Houses  had  dissgreed  in  relation  to  the  three 
millions.  A  committee  of  conference  had  been  ap- 
pointed. A  report  had  been  agreed  upon  unanimously, 
as  was  then  supposed,  and  which  it  was  not  doubted 
would  be  satistactory  to  each  House.  The  chairman  of 
the  committeejof  conference  [Mr.  Caxbbxlsko]  retained 
the  papers,  with  a  view  of  making  the  report  to  the 
House  first;  after  which  it  was  to  be  sent  to  the  Senate, 
and,  until  thus  sent,  the  Senate  had  no  power  oyer  it. 
A  considerable  time  elspsed,  and  no  intelligence  was 
received  by  the  Senate  from  this  branch.  Few  mo. 
raents  only  remained.  I'he  bill  was  every  where  deem- 
ed of  great  importance.  The  report  of  the  conferees, 
if  adopted  by  the  Houses,  would  save  it.  Nothing  had 
been  done  in  this  body,  nor,  as  they  feared,  would  be 
done,  upon  the  report  of  the  conference.     To  meet  a 


state  of  things  so  new,  so  unusual,  so  extraordinarf,  de. 
manded  new  and  unprecedented  proceedingi.  Deeply 
solicitous  for  the  passage  of  the  bill,  the  Senate,  reprd- 
tess  of  forms,  not  studious  of  precise  rules  of  cereneey, 
made  a  last  effort  for  its  safety.  Surpriwd  they  doubt- 
less were,  that  the  conferees  on  the  part  of  the  Home, 
who  had  so  lately  agreed  in  a  report,  should  ftiho  pre- 
sent it,  and  that  no  mlbrmation  shouM  be  afforded  \\m 
of  its  final  disposition.  In  this  view  of  the  matter,  sr, ! 
can  perceive  nothing- «n  that  message,  sgsimt  which  ibe 
gentleman  has  directed  his  sharpest  indignation,  but  i 
respectful  though  earnest  intimation  that  the  Senate  wis 
ready  to  pass  the  bill  in  the  shape  which  the  conferees 
appointed  by  the  House  had  agreed  to  recommend. 
They  could  not  do  it  until  the  papers  should  be  sent  ts 
them.  Where  was  the  disrespect  and  the  iniolenee  «f 
such  an  intimation?  I  confess,  sir,  1  have  not  a  percep- 
tion keen  enough  to  discern  it.  One  sincerely  seircti- 
ing  for  the  truth,  unheated  by  other  coniidentioBs, 
would  not  be  very  apt,  I  think,  to  discover  it. 

The  honorable  member,  sir,  has  furnished  us  viib  i 
history  of  the  introduction  of  the  three  million  ippropn- 
ation  into  the  fortification  bill.  He  sayi  it  wai  fouoded 
upon  a  resolution  of  the  House,  unanimously  adopted  n 
the  preceding  day,  in  these  words: 

**Be»ohed,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Boose,  tbetreHf 
with  France  of  the4lhof  Julv,  1831,  abooldbeniintui- 
ed,  and  its  execution  insisted  on." 

I  perceive  nothing  in  this  leading  to  hostilities,  and  rt 
auiring  measures,  and  extraordinary  messuret,  too,  oi 
defence.  Yet  it  is  said  the  appropriation  wss  cook* 
quent  upon  this  resolution—growing  out  of  ji-^^ 
and  parcel  of  it,  and  absolutely  necessary  to  pn  i  ^^ 
ficiency. 

[Mr.  Adams  interrupted.  He  hoped  be  ihoold  not  be 
misrepresented.  He  had  not  said  so.  He  said tbeip' 
propriation  was  proposed  in  consequence  of  the  resolu- 
tion unanimously  adopted  the  preceding  day.] 

I  shall  not,  sir,  designedly,  misrepresent  the  geotK 
man.  There  is  quite  as  much  in  the  speech  wbi«jj 
have  before  me,  without  misrepresentation,  as  cin  b« 
maintained.  The  gentleman  has  ssid:  ""  ^'{.^ 
known  to  every  member  of  the  House,  and  he  bew«c 
to  every  person  out  of  the  House,  thst  the  appropnjj 
tion  of  three  millions  wa«  introduced  in  consequence « 


immediately  before  its  passage,  upon  grounds  that  wdi 
a  resolution  would  occasion  war.    If  you  look,  ssid  n«> 
to  the  journals  of  the  House  for  the  reiolittion  vm 
passed,  and  to  the  several  resolutions  V^^'?^,t 
stitutes  for  it,  you  will  see  that  it  was  admitted  witnei- 
treme  reluctance  by  many  members  of  the  House,  ti* 
was  ardently  and  perseveringly  contested,  and  upon  w 
grounds  that  it  would  occasion  a  war.    Un^^f  ^"^^ 
cumsUnces,  although  the  House  were  not  of  op^n^ 
that  it  would  give  just  cause  for  wsr,  iri»i  bo*  '" 
possible  for  a  statesman,  looking  to  the  interests  oi 
common  country,  not  to  see  that  these  «*»'?"?'? (.-to 
ed  upon  the  consideration  of  the  House,  snd  loo^ini 
the  action  of  another  Government,  might  have  iw»  ^ 
dency?    The  conduct  of  a  foreign  Government,  ^ 
predicated  upon  this  act  of  our  own,  wssmatter  o  _^ 
sight  and  conjecture.     There  was  miiunderstanainj^^ 
irritation  between  our  Government  snd  that  ot  t 
The  members  of  the  House  who  hsd  resistcdjw  rj 
ssgc  of  the  resolution,  intelligent  snd  P*^"®^*?    ^Ip^ 
urged  the  House  against  it;  and  all  the  t^nfJ^^^Ty 
thics  of  our  nature,  and  all  the  sentiments  ot  nu» 
in  our  bosoms,  had  been  appealed  to  ••  warning"  J5^ 
that  resohition.    The  imsgc  of  wsr,  m  aw  "  -^  g, 
and  with  all  its  calamities,  hsd  been  held  up  oc^^ 
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to  deter  the  House  from  the  Msertion  of  (be  nation's 
rights  and  of  the  nation's  honor  contained  in  that 
resolution.  Conscious  that  the  resolution  could  not 
give  any  just  cause  of  offence,  the  House  did  not 
believe  that  it  would  offend  or  endanger  the  peace 
of  the  country;  yet  in  deference  to  the  fears  of  the 
minority,  and  as  an  earnest  of  their  sincerity  in  the  deter- 
mination to  insist  upon  the  execution  of  the  treaty,  it  was 
deemed  fitting  that  the  country  should  put  itself  in  an 
attitude  of  defence,  to  meet  the  worst  possible  contin- 
gency, and  to  sustain  that  resolution  which  they  unani- 
mously passed.  These  were  the  grounds  upon  which 
that  item  was  introduced  on  the  last  day  of  the 
lession.  And  why  on  the  last  day?  Because  it  was 
>nly  the  night  before  that  the  unanimous  vote  had 
passed. 

7  In  all  the  debate  in  the  National  Intelligencer  to 
vhich  he  had  referred,  there  was  no  more  trace  of  such 
i  resolution  as  having  passed  the  House,  than  if  it  had 
lever  existed.*' 

Now,  sir,  I  am  not  sensible  that  I  misunderstand  or 
nisrepresent  the  gentleman.  He  certainly  attributes 
he  appropriation  of  three  millions  to  an  apprehension 
ioroewhere  existing  that  the  adoption  of  the  resolution 
night  lead  to  measures  requiring  defcBce  on  our  part — 
to  a  determination  on  the  part  of  the  House  to  sustain 

ihat  resolution.     The  resolution  was  the  ground- work 

he  basis  of  the  appropriation.  Sir,  I  take  issue  upon 
these  assertions.  The  appropriation  would  have,  been 
noved,  I  doubt  not,  and  agreed  to,,  whatever  resolution 
lad  been  passed.  The  particular  resolution  was  passed 
jnanimously,  not  because  it  looked  to  war,  and  involved 
iontlngent  appropriation,  but  because  it  looked  to  peace, 
nd  was  a  rebuke  upon  hostile  designs.  If  it  was  not  so  de- 
igned, and  sojto  be  regarded,  ifit  enfolded  within  itself  any 
hing  which  might  by  possibility  lead  to  war,  and  which 
lemanded  corresponding  preparations,  then  I  will  say, 
nihmy  honorable  friend  from  Massachusetts,  [BIr.  Rxsd,] 
hat  we  were  deceived  and  betrayed  into  its  support. 
^e  agreed  to  it  as  a  measure  of  peace.  The  abandon- 
nent  of  th^e  treaty  nobody  dreamed  of.  Even  France 
lad  not  intimated  it.  Hostile  movements,  or  movements 
ending  in  any  degree  to  hostilities,  were  never  intended 
y  us.  MTe  would  not  have  moved  an  inch  in  that  di- 
ection;  leaist  of  all  would  we  have  done  any  thing  to 
•lace  the  c|uestion  of  peace  or  war  in  the  sole  hand  of 
iie  President.  The  resolution,  therefore,  was  not  the 
sundation^  I  repeat,  of  the  appropriation  of  three  roil- 
ons.  It  wta  not  so  understood,  as  the  gentleman  says 
•  was,  on  all  sides  of  the  House.     On  the  other  hand, 

0  far  from  being  regarded  as  a  "consequence" — a 
'  eonsumniation  of  the  resolution,"  it  was  looked 
pon  as  directly  repugnant  to  it.  A  distinguished 
nember  from  Virginia,   [Mr.  Gohdoit,]  who  I  regret 

1  not  now  here,  and  who  represented  the  principles  of 
he  ancient  Commonwealth  with  great  [ability,  then 
aid:  **  Yesterday,  the  House  had  voted  unanimously 
hat  there  was  no  occasion  to  make  war;  and  now,  just 
'cfore  the  moment  of  adjournment,  the  extraordinary 
» reposition  is  made,  to  remove  all  the  guards  from  the 
Treasury,  and  to  give  up  that  and  all  the  legislative 
►ower  to  the  President,  in  order  to  carry  on  a  war." 
1*1)6  same  sentiment  prevailed  among  many  members  of 
hat  House.  The  appropriation  was  considered  utterly 
nconsistent^with  the  object  and  the  spirit  of  that  resolu- 
'^n*  which  is  now  represented  as  having  been  the  basis 
•f  it.  Nor,  sir,  is  the  gentleman  any  more  correct  in 
he  remark  that  "  the  resolution  which  finally  passed  by 
hat  vote  had  been  contested  by  a  debate  of  several  days 
^mediately  before  its  passage,  upon  grounds  that  such 

resolution  would  occasion  war."  The  truth  is,  the 
^•olution  which  passed  was  hardly  debated  at  all.  It 
'M  scarcely  resisted.    The  reference  to  the  journals. 


which  the  gentleman  challenges,  does  not  bear  him  out. 
But  this  Is  a  matter,  sir,  about  which  there  need  be  no 
controversy.  The  journals  show  the  facts.  On  the  27tb 
day  of  February,  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  made 
a  report,  accompanied  by  these  resolutions: 

*'  1.  Ruolvedf  That,it  would  be  incompatible  with  the 
rights  and  honor  of  the  United  States  further  to  nego- 
tiate in  relation  to  the  treaty  entered  into  by  France  on 
the  4th  of  July,  1831;  and  that  this  House  will  insist 
on  its  execution  as  ratified  by  both  Governments. 

"  2.  Reaokedt  That  contingent  preparation  ought  to 
be  made  to  meet  any  emergency  growing  out  of  our  re- 
lations with  France." 

A  minority  of  that  committee  made  a  separate  report, 
offering  no  specific  resolutions,  but  expressing  the  senti- 
ment that  the  execution  of  the  treaty  should  be  insisted 
on  <*atall  hazards." 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Adams]  then  offered  his  resolutions,  as  substitutes  for 
those  proposed  by  the  committee,  in  these  words: 

« 1.  Beaohed^  That  the  rights  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  to  indemnity  from  the  Government  of 
France,  stipulated  by  the  treaty  concluded  at  Paris  on 
the  4tb  of  July,  1831,  ought,  in  no  event,  to  be  sacri- 
ficed, abandoned,  or  impaired,  by  any  consent  or  ac- 
quiescence of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

"2.  Ruohedt  That  if  it  be,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
President  of  the  United-  States,  compatible  with  the 
honor  and  interest  of  the  United  States,  during  the  in- 
terval until  the  next  session  of  Congress,  to  resume  the 
negotiations  between  the  United  States  and  France,  be 
be  requested  to  do  so. 

"3.  Jieaolvedt  That  no  legislative  measure  of  a  hos- 
tile character  or  tendency  towards  the  French  nation  is. 
necessary  or  expedient  at  this  time." 

These  various  resolutions  and  the  reports  from  the 
committee  were  debated  on  Saturday,  28th  February,  and 
also  on  Monday,  the  2d  day  of  March;  and  these  were 
the  resolutions  which,  upon  the  one  side  or  the^ther, 
were  "  contested"  and  **  resisted."  The  animated  de- 
bate to  which  the  gentleman  refers,  and  the  spirited 
resistance,  were  not  upon  his  resolution  which  finally 
passed—for  it  had  not  then  been  proposed;  but  it  was 
to  some  of  these,  and  chiefly  to  that  which  looked  to 
contingent  preparations.  Objections  were  made  to  the 
phraseology  employed  in  the  report  and  resolutions. 
The  expression  «  at  all  hazards"  was  regarded  as  mina- 
tory, and  so  also  the  words  « in  no  event,"  which  occur 
in  the  first  of  the  gentleman's  proposed  substitutes. 
Milder  language  was  sought.  Various  unsatisfactory 
amendments  and  suggestions  were  offered,  all  going  to 
soften  down  the  asperities  which  were  thought  to  exist  in 
the  language  and  spirit  of  the  reports  and  resolutions* 
Finally,  at  a  late  hour  in  the  evenmg,  the  House  having 
been  m  continued  session  fourteen  hours,  a  new  resolu- 
tion, or  perhaps  a  modification  of  one  which  had  been 
already  offered,  waa  proposed.  Very  little,  if  any, 
debate  occurred  upon  it.  None  is  reported.  It  was 
iinanimously  adopted,  with  but  two  slight  efforts  to  sub- 
stitute others  in  its  stead.  These  are  the  facts.  They 
cannot  be  controverted.  The  House  will  now  judge 
whether  that  resolution,  which  is  asserted  to  have  been 
the  foundation  of  the  appropriation  of  three  millions, 
was  debated  and  resisted  several  days,  upon  the  ground 
that  it  would  or  might  involve  the  nation  in  war— whe- 
ther it  was  agreed  to  under  any  expectation  that  it  was 
to  be  follow^  up  by  measures  for  defence.  As  to  the 
notice  said  to  have  been  given  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  [Mr.  CAXBHXLure,]  that 
he  should  submit  a  motion  for  large  contingent  appro- 
priations, I  lay  it  out  of  the  case.  Few  heard  it.  But 
what  of  it?  Was  the  House  thereby  pledged  to  vote  any 
appropriation  he  might  choose  to  propose?    Above  iUI| 
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was  the  Senate  bound  also  to  take  notice,  to  know  that 
it  was  the  consequence,  the  consummation  of  our  resolu- 
tion, and,  despite  their  constitutional  objections,  to  g^rant 
the  money  accordingly?  Did  the  resolution  which  had 
been  already  adopted  thereby  change  its  character,  and, 
from  being  pacific,  become  all  at  once  belllgerant,  be- 
cause the  member  from  New  York  took  upon  him  to 
give  notice  to  the  House  of  what  be  should  propose?  I 
repudiate  all  such  conclusions,  utterly,  entirely. 

The  honorable  member,  sir,  [Bir.  Adams,]  has  pro- 
ceeded a  step  farther.  He  impugns  the  motive  of  the 
Senate  in  withholding  the  three  millions.  Their  pro* 
ceedings  upon  the  subject  of  our  difficulties  with  France 
at  the  last  session  were,  he  says,  a  "  do-nothing  policy"— 
a  *'  paralytic  policy."  The  unanimous  resolution  of  the 
House  was  considered  "  a  pungent,  though  tacit,  rebuke 
of  that  policy {"  and  if  the  appropriation  had. been 
agreed  to,  it  **  would  have  made  tne  Senate  the  un- 
willing accessary  to  implied  censure  upon  its  own  quietism 
under  foreign  wrong."  <*The  system  of  the  Senate"  was, 
"  to  do  nothing,"  A  resolution  bad  passed  that  body, 
unanimously,  in  these  words: 

"Baokeat  That  it  is  inexpedient,  at  present,  to  adopt 
any  legislative  measure  in  regard  to  the  state  of  affairs 
between  the  United  States  and  France." 

«Thi8  was,"  says  the  gentleman  '*a  resolution  not 
only  declining  to  do  that  which  the  President  had  rec- 
ommended to  vindicate  the  rii^hts  and  the  honor  of  the 
nation,  but  positively  determining  to  do  nothing,  not 
even  to  express  a  sense  of  the  wrongs  which  tlie  coun- 
try was  enduring  from  France.  Such  was  the  system  of 
the  Senate." 

Does  the  honorable  member  perceive,  sir,  upon  whom 
his  censures  fall?  Does  he  recollect  his  new-found 
friends  and  allies,  the  leaders  and  supporters  of  the  ad- 
ministration in  that  body,  must  come  in  for  their  share 
of  responsibility,  if  any  justly  attaches  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Senate?  Does  he  not  remember  (hat  '*  the 
system  of  the  Senate"  was  unanimously  adopted;  that  it 
was  understood  to  have  the  concurrence  and  approba- 
tion of  the  Executive  himself;  that  it  was  approved  by 
the  official  organ  of  the  administration,  which  has  now 
become  the  chosen  channel  of  communication  of  the  gen- 
tleman's own  opinions?  Does  he  forget  that  the  presses 
throughout  the  country— the  party  presses  and  others — 
held  tne  language  of  approbation  upon  that  proceeding 
of  the  Senate?  What  responsibility,  then,  I  pray  to 
know— whose  indignation  had  they  any  apprehension  of 
incurring?  A  unanimous  vote,  for  which  each  member 
was  equally  responsible;  approved  by  all  parties,  com- 
plained of  by  none;  what  had  they  to  fear?  The  load 
of  reproach  attempted  to  be  thrown  upon  them  falls 
upon  broad  shoulders. 

At  what  period  of  time,  sir,  may  I  ask  the  honorable 
member,  did  he  make  the  discovery  that  so  weighty  a 
load  of  responsibility  lay  upon  the  Senate?  When  did 
he  find  out  « where  tl^e  real  sting  of  the  three  million 
appropriation  lay?"  Something  was  said  about  argu- 
ments which  had  been  used  elsewhere  being  the  fruit 
of  "  nine  or  ten  months'  meditation."  What  has  **nine  or 
ten  months'  meditation"  done  for  him,  in  the  way  of 
memory  or  argument?  Does  he  forget  what  hi^  own 
sentiments  werr  at  the  last  session,  as  to  *'  the  do-nothing 
policy"  of  the  Senate?  Allow  me,  sir,  to  refresh  his 
memory  a  little.  On  the  7th  of  February,  certain  papers 
touching  our  relations  with  France  were  transmitted  to 
Congress  by  the  President.  A  discussion  of  considera- 
ble interest  ensued.  The  gentleman  gave  his  opinions 
at  some  length.  I  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  differ  from 
him,  and  some  words  passed  between  us  on  that  occa- 
sion. Among  other  things,  the  gentleman  charged  the 
Senate  with  ••dodging  the  question"— doing  nothing;  at 
least  he  was  so  understood  and  so  reported.    The  tenor 


of  his  remarks  impressed  every  one  with  the  belWf  that 
he  was  prepared  to  go  far«  very  far,  in  the  support  of 
executive  measures  tending  to  hostilities.  So  tt  s'ood 
until  the  14th  of  the  same  month,  when  the  ^Qileasa 
again  favored  the  House  with  his  views.  I  will  do*,  aj 
he  retracted  or  denied  what  he  had  laid  before;  but  i: 
least  he  explained  and  modified.  As  to  the  policy  of  the 
Senate,  «*the  do-nothing  policy,"  whit  did  he  aj' 
Having  requested  permission  to  explain,  and  \iir^ 
stated  the  circumstances  under  which  he  had  cht-gd 
the  Senate  with  dodging  the  question,  be  proceeded- 
'•  That  explanation  he  now  wished  to  make,  pobHtlj 
disclaiming  all  intention  of  any  thing  disrespectful  to  tbt 
Senate.  He  disclaimed  it  in  the  most  explicit  isiour. 
and,  had  the  debate  proceeded,  it  had  been  his  intentio!! 
ultimately  to  recommend  that  the  same  course  should 
be  taken  by  the  House.  He  should  hsve  recoamendfi! 
to  the  House  to  *  dodge  the  question'  for  the  prtseDt,ja 
the  existing  state  of  our  information. 

••  He  thought  the  Senate  had  acted  as  was  tbeir  datj 
to  do;  and  the  conclusion  to  which  they  had  vLrAiurm 
\y  arrived  was  the  conclusion  which  he  should  bsre  beee 
desirous  that  the  House  should  adopt.  But  the  Seute 
had  acted;  they  had  not  gone  to  sleep  on  the  itite*! 
our  relations  with  France." 

So  much,  sir,  for  that  part  of  the  gentleman's  retMrb 
which  goes  to  assign  motives  for  the  proceedings  ot^ 
Senate,  founded  upon  their  reprehensible  policyj » 
further  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  reply. 

The  gentleman  has  spoken  of  '•  the  imminent  dag 
of  war"  which  impended  over  the  country  at  thecl* 
of  the  last  session,  and  which  he  thinks  iustifieds»ic^ 
quired  contingent  preparations  for  defence,  "ijop 
nent  danger  of  war!"  Was  that,  indeed,  the  condJticr 
of  our  affairs?  Was  it  so  understood?  Did  the  s^oitt; 
man  himself  consider  it  in  that  light?  The  odI)  rt* 
danger  of  war  which  I  perceived  grew  out  of  tbisj^ 
appropriation  of  three  millions.  If  the  power  vto^ 
this  grant  of  money  would  have  vested  in  the  Pre8<<i» 
bad  been  conferred,  I  am  by  no  means  sure  inst  ^ 
should  not,  at  this  very  moment,  have  been  m  the  wm 
of  a  war.  But,  sir,  what  did  we  think  at  that  Hoc  up» 
this  subject?  Let  me  refer  again  to  Uie  remarks  oi * 
honorable  gentleman,  on  the  14th  of  Februar)*: 

••But,  in  conclusion,  Mr.  Adams  wished  toprtij^ 
tice  (if  such  a  notice  could  be  necessary)  to  »ll  »«• 
chanU  of  the  United  States,  that  there  was  not  Ibef'P 
est  danger;  tliat  any  thing  which  might  by  VOS»m 
lead  to  war  should  proceed  from  that  House,  or 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature.    He  pow  b» 
upon  his  responsibility  to  the  nation,  that  there  w»» 
danger  of  any  thing  being  done  by  cither  House,  ^^ 
might  by  possibility  lead  to  war  with  France.         . 
Now,  sir,  in  such  a  state  of  things,  one  w<>!*Wrj' 
suppose  that  the  danger  of  war  was  \^!y,^^Zim 
How  was  it  at  a  still  later  period?    The  third  re»w 
moved  by  the  gentleman,  on  the  Srth  of  tto^^.^ 
doubtless  expressed  his  own  opinion  at  ^'^^^J'^JS-jjcur 
was,  ••  that  no  legislative  measure  of  a  hosl»e  cw     , 
or  tendency  towards  the  French  nation  is  necess*; 
expedient  at  this  time."  p  -gjHue 

1  have  alreadjr  said  that  the  report  of  tbc  i^^^ 
on  Foreign  AfTaira  was  made  the  same  day.  »  ^ 
immediately  a  question  what  disposition  *'^°";^^_.:„rt]ii 
of  the  third  resolution,  which  had  in  view  co"  6^f 
preparations  for  defence?"  The  Pf^'^!*!  Jjc  cOf 
providing  ••  contingent  preparations"  ,*""^°  .  ^fcr 
mittee  had  in  contemplation,  we  shall  discoTcr  o; 
ring  to  their  report.  It  is  in  these  words:  ^^ ,)« 
•«  The  bill  now  before  the  House  w^"""'  "f  ^ ooi«J- 
of  our  stock  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  ^^^^^cffi- 
if  adopted,  afford  all  the  revenue  necessary-  r^l^^0 
mittee  is  of  opinion  that  the  wbole  or »  P«"  '^ 
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o  be  derived  from  this  aoarce  should  be  appropriated 
or  the  purpose  of  arming  our  fortifications,  and  for  ina- 
:lng  otner  military  and  naval  preparations  for  the  de- 
ience  of  the  country,  in  case  such  expenditures  should 
>ecome  Dece8sai;y  before  the  next  meeting  of  Con- 


gress. 


A  atrong  solicitude  was  inantfested,  and  an  effort 
nyie,  on  the  part  of  certain  gentlemen,  to  adopt  that 
bird  resolution  forthwith;  so  that  the  bill  for  the  sale  of 
he  bank  stock  might  immediately  be  passed*  it  being 
he  last  day  on  which  bills  could  be  sent  rrom  one  House 
0  the  other.    The  friends  of  ''contingent  prepara- 
ions'*  and  warlike  measures  urged  speedy  action.    The 
iffort  on  the  other  hsnd  was,  to  discuss  that  resolution 
n  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  where  we  knew 
atltude  of  debate  could  be  secured,  and  where  the  pre- 
vious question  could  not  be  applied.    The  gentleman 
rom  Massachusetts  was  with  us  on  that  occasion.    Ae 
dvocated  the  motion  made  by  a  highly  distinguished 
nember  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Aechxb]  to  'commit  tlie 
esolution  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.     He  said  '*  it 
ras  the  only  constitutional  course."    "  The  resolution 
)roposed  to  spend  the  money  of  the  nation;  but  its  ref- 
erence to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Uie  state  of 
he  Union  was  objected  to,  because,  if  it  went  there, 
Jie  House  could  not  be  bound  to  pass  it  hj  the  previous 
|uestioD.     It  was,  in  eifect,   a  proposition  to  tax  the 
leople;    to  take  seven  millions  of  their  money,  and 
ippropriate  it  to  certain  purposes."     <*He  now  dis- 
:overed  that  war  with  France  was  to  be  connected  with 
the  war  upon  the  bank.     The  two  wars  were  to  be  uni- 
ted, each  supporting  the  other."     "Is  this  a  proceed- 
ing touching  an  appropriation  of  money,  or  not?    It  was 
:crtainly  a  proceeding  by  which  seven  millions  of  the 
public  mone^  was  to  be  taken  and  expended  in  a  wind- 
mill war  against  France,  in  favor  of  which,  he  thanked 
Qod,  there  bad  yet  been  no  expression  of    opinion  on 
the  part  of  this  House."    **  It  was  now  for  the  first  time 
disclosed  that  these  two  wars  were  to  be  blended  togeth- 
er—the war  with  France,  and  the  war  with  the  bank; 
one  was  to  carry  the  other,  if  either  was  too  heavy  to 
sustain  itself/*    Yes,  sir,  the  war  with  the  bank  found  favor 
in  the  House;  it  was  popular.    It  was  to  carry  the  heavy 
load  of  the  war  with  France.     So  thought  the  mem- 
ber at  that  time.    Other  gentlemen  spoke  also.    The 
then  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
[Mr.  Polk]  said:  **  The  third  resolution  of  the  commit- 
tee should  be  acted  on  forthwith,  to  the  end  that  the 
bill  to  sell  the  stock  should  be  acted  on  to-day.     He 
suggested  tbe  propriety  of  acting  on  the  resolution  forth- 
with.   To  commit  this  subject  was  to  bury  it."    Cer- 
tainly it  was.     That  was  precisely  what  we  desired  to 
(lo-    The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  was  with  us. 
He  desired  no  preparations  for  "  a  windmill  war;"  a 
Quixotic  expedition  to  be  sure  it  was,  in  which  at  one  time 
we  had  strong  fears  that  the  member  from  Biassachusetts 
WM  to  act  the  subordinate  part.     Well,  sir,  we  suc- 
ceeded.    The  resolution  was  buried.    The  war  was  de- 
feated, as  well  that  against  tlie  bank  as  that  against 
'rance.    In  all  the  debate,  the  honorable  gentleman 
inade  no  allusion  to  any  other  means  of  defence  or  prep- 
aration.     His  objection  was  directed  not  to  the  par- 
hcular  mode  of  supplying  the  means  then  reeommend- 
^»  but  it  went  to  the  whole  matter  of  hostile  measures, 
^be  war  itself  was  held  up  to  ridicule,  and  justly  held 
^P'   And  yet,  sir,  it  is  now  said  we  were  then  in  "  immi- 
nent danger."    On  the  following  day  (28th  of  Februa- 
ry) the  gentleman  again  spoke  to  the  questions  growing 
out  of  our  French  relations.     He  expressed  his  regret 
Jhat  orders  had  been  given  Mr.  Livingston  to  leave 
Paris,  in  the  event  of  the  rejection  of  the  bill  of  indem- 
nity by  the  French  Chambers.    Such  a  course,  <*  ac- 
cording to  the  usage  of  nationsi  might  be  construed  into 
»n  act  of  hostility  7» 


[Mr.  AoAjis.   That  was  aaufficient  reason,  then,  for 
tbe  appropriation  of  three  millions.] 

Unfortunatelj',  sir,  no  such  reason  was  then  assif;ned 
or  thought  of.    But  that  is  not  what  I  am  now  consider- 
ing.   I  am  showing,  sir,  that  the  honorable  member  4id 
not,  from  any  cause,  at  the  close  of  the  last  session,  con- 
sider the  danger  so  imminent  as  to  require  preparations 
for  defence;  for,  immediately  following  tbe  expression 
of  his  disapprobation  of  the  recall  of  Mr.  Livingston,  be 
proceeds:  «  We  should  therefore  be  leA  defenceless  all 
over  the  ocean  for  many  months— at  least  until  Con- 
gress could  be  convened,  and  take  measures  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  country."    Now,  sir,  although  the  gentle- 
man spoke  with  much  earnestness,  and  at  some  length, 
disapproving  this  step  of  the  President,  and  expressing 
his  opinion  that,  by  possibility,  it  might  lead  to  hostilities, 
he  nowhere  gave  the  slightest  Indication  of  a  wish  that 
Congress  should  provide  for  such  an  emergency;  on  tbe 
contrary,  be  distinctly  avowed  the  opinion  that  nothing 
would  be  done  ''until  Congress  could  be  convened." 
Three  days  only  before  tbe  termination  of  that  session, 
when  the  whole  subject  of  our  French  afiairs  was  before 
us,  was  discussed,  and  was  understood  in  all  its  aspects, 
did  the  honorable  member  anticipate  any  necessity  for 
such  an  appropriation  as  was  subsequently  made^    Did 
he  recommend  it,  or  advise  it'    No,  sir.     I  submit,  then, 
whether  the  danger  was  so  imminent,  the  emergency  so 
pressing,  the  necessity  so  overshadowing  and  irresistible, 
as  to  have  required  that  appropriation  in  the  objection- 
able form  it  was  proposed?    But,  sir,  it  has  been  said 
that  the  constitutional  objections  of  the  Senate  finally 
«  melted  down  to  a  mere  question  of  dollars  and  cent^" 
whether  the  appropriation  should  be  three  millions  or 
eight  hundred  thousand  dollars.     Is  it  possible  that  the 
honorable  member  does  not  perceive  the  true  ground 
upon  which  these  objections  stood'    Has  the  intellectual 
acumen  for  which  he  has  been  distinguished  become  so 
utterly  blunted  under  the  influence  of  feelings  and  pas- 
sions which  he  seems  to  cherish?    Nothing  is  plainer  to 
the  most  obtuse  understanding  than  the  difference  be- 
tween the  appropriation  of  three  millions  as  it  passed  the 
House,  and  the  proposition  agreed  upon  by  the  confer- 
ees to  reduce  it  to  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which, 
doubtless,  would  have  received  the  sanction  of  the  San- 
ate.    It  is  not  in  the  amount,  but  in  the  form  of  the  ap- 
propriation.   In  the  one  case,  it  was  indefinite,  loose, 
limited  to  no  specific  objects,  undefined  as  to  purpose. 
This  was  the  objection.     In  the  other  case,  it  was  a  prop- 
osition for  a  precise,  defined,  limited  appropriation,  in 
the  usual  form,  and  for  ordinary  purposes — <*  three  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  for  arming  the  fortifications  of  the 
country;  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  repair  and 
equipment  of  ships  of  war."    The  purpose  is  clearly  ex- 
pressed, the  object  declared.     Now,  sir,  does  not  the 
gentleman  perceive  the  wide  diflTerence  between  these 
forms  of  appropriation'    Is  he  so  blind  as  not  to  see  that 
the  constitutional  objections  which  lav  in  the  one' case 
did  not  apply  to  the  other?    And  will  he  then  say  that 
it  all  «  melted  down  to  a  question  of  dollars  and  cents?" 
Sir,  I  put  it  to  his  candor,  I  put  it  to  his  sense  of  justice, 
to  answer. 

Much  indignation  has  been  expressed  by  the  honora- 
ble member  [Mr.  Adams]  at  the  charge  he  supposes  to 
have  been  made  by  the  "  personified  sentiment,"  in  the 
columns  of  the  National  Intelligencer,  against  the  last 
House  of  Representatives,  of  "  man-worship"  and  sub- 
serviency to  executive  dictation.  Whether  such  a  charge 
be  well  or  ill-founded,  I  shall  not  discuss.  I  wish  only 
to  produce  some  authority  upon  which  it  may  be  main- 
tained: an  authority  having  weight  in  certain  quarters, 
and  possibly  which  may  be  of  some  consideration  with  the 
gentleman  nimself— it  is  the  authority  of  his  own  assertions 
and  opinions.    In  the  debate  1  have  already  referred  to. 
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(of  the  37th  of  February,)  the  gentlenuin  expressed  him- 
self in  these  terms:  « In  the  first  place,  it  was  erident 
the  question  was  to  be  managed  on  party  grounds.  The 
supporters  of  the  administration  were  alone  to  be  heard 
on  the  subject;  and  what  they  proposed  was  to  be  car- 
ried. The  minority  was  to  have  no  right  to  say  any  thing 
but  *yea*  or  'nay'  to  the  propositions  of  the  leaders  of 
the  majority.  The  bugle-horn  of  the  party  will  be  sound- 
ed, and  its  friends  will  be  told  that  they  must  pass  the 
bill,  in  order  to  support  the  administration.  When  all 
the  liege  men  of  the  administration  have  answered  to 
their  names,  as  they  ought,  according  to  Uie  politics  and 
morals  of  the  party,  the  question  wilibe  put  and  the  bill 
passed."  Now,  sir,  these  are  not  charges,  in  so  many 
words,  of  '<  man- worship!"  but  they  are  so  in  substance 
and  spirit.  They  are  precisely  that  same  subserviency 
which  has  been  elsewhere  denominated  "man-worshipr' 
and,  for  any  thing  I  know,  that  same  charge  which  he 
reprobates  so  severely  was  founded  upon  his  own  de- 
scription of  a  portion  of  the  last  House.  It  may  suit  the 
purposes  of  the  gentleman  now  to  profess  a  high  respect, 
as  he  has  done,  for  those  he  then  denominated  "liege 
men" — rallying  at  the  blast  of  the  bugle—following  sud- 
missively  the  dictation  of  party  leaders,  and  doinp^  as  they 
were  bid,  « in  order  to  support  the  administration."  If 
« man- worship"  can  go  farther  than  this  descriptioni  I 
am  at  a  loss  to  know  how  to  define  it. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  said  I  would  not  discuss  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  Senate  ought  or  ought  not  to  have  con- 
curred in  the  appropriation  of  three  millions.  A  word 
or  two  only  is  all  I  design  to  say.  I  voted  against  it  in 
the  House,  and  I  have  no  wish  to  retract  the  vote:  not 
because  I  was  unwilling  then,  or  am  unwilling  now,  to 
appropriate  money  largely,  amply,  to  put  the  country  in 
a  state  of  entire  defence;!  desire  it  of  all  things;  but  be- 
cause I  perceived,  as  I  thought,  something  beside  the 
defence  of  the  country  lurking  under  that  plausible  pre- 
text: means  of  aggression,  opportunities  of  exciting  col- 
lision, and  of  kindling  up  in  the  public  mind  warlike  dis- 
positions, were  feared  to  be  enveloped  within  it.  Sir,  I 
desire  as  much  as  any  roan  to  defend  the  countr)*.  Since 
I  have  filled  a  seat  here,  I  have  voted,  I  hazard  little  in 
•aying'*  uniformlv  voted  for  the  largest  sums  which  have 
been  proposed  for  the  military  and  naval  service.  I  well 
recollect  the  efft)rts  of  a  distinguished  member  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Drayton,}  formerly  At  the  head  of 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  increase  the  annual 
expenditures  for  fortifications;  I  voted  with  him  from 
year  to  year,  in  common  with  my  friends  who  are  now 
charged  with  having  lefl  the  country  defenceless.  We 
thought  it  sound  policy,  in  a  time  of  peace,  to  prepare 
for  those  emergencies  which  every  nation  may  at  some 
day  or  other  reasonably  anticipate.  Peace  is  a  blessing 
which  no  country  can  ateure  to  itself  for  a  long  period 
of  years  to  come.  By  whom,  sir,  was  that  prudent  fore- 
cast thwarted  and  defeated?  By  the  party  which  now 
claims  the  exclusive  merit  of  putting  the  country  in  a 
posture  of  defence,  bjr  a  midnight  vote  of  three  millions, 
on  the  eve  of  hostilities!  Sir,  we  did  not  believe  in  the 
potency  of  midnight  appropriations  for  next  day's  secu- 
rity. The  watchwords  of  the  party  were  "economy," 
"retrenchment,"  "saving  of  the  public  money;"  and  we 
saw  the  extraordinary  spectacle  of  a  Government  boast- 
ing, not  how  much  it  had  done,  but  how  little,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  countnr;  not  how  much  it  had  expended 
for  the  public  good,  but  how  much  it  had  hoarded  up  in 
the  coflTers  of  the  Treasury.  It  pointed  to  no  impregna- 
ble muniments  of  defence;  to  no  works  of  wide-spread 
and  lasting  imprbvement,  as  testimony  of  its  watchful- 
ness and  protection  of  national  interests  and  welfare, 
but  to  a  miserable  array  of  figures  annually  displayed  for 
the  gratification  and  laudation  of  all  the  faithful,  snowing 
only  with  what  a  miserly  grasp  it  could  bold  on  to  the  I 


public  treasure;  and  all  the  while,  amid  the  kmdest  bout 
of  retrenchment,  the  annual  expenditures  vere  k^ 
increasing.  Sir,  I  am  glad  to  see,  at  bst,  sonetliiiiip 
posed  in  the  way  of  defence— glad  to  see  nae^e^ 
doing,  among  otiiers,  for  the  State  to  which  I  lxioi|. 
Some  two  or  three  years  ago  I  moved  in  this  oaittr, 
and  endeavored  to  call  the  attention  of  the  WarDepin- 
ment  to  ita  exposed  and  defenceless  eonditioB.  I  r 
ceived  no  encouragement  or  eountenanor,  and  I  bn*. 
never  seen  the  time  when  I  eould  have  propoied,  wk 
favorable  auspices,  any  measures  of  defence  for  tint  a 
posed  frontier.  Now,  sir,  as  to  the  propriety  of  lii;i 
and  unusual  appropriations  at  this  time  for  nanl  ui 
military  service— ^ppropriationi  which  would  sot  k 
thought  expedient  but  for  the  aspect  of  our  forcigDre^ 
tions — we  are  placed  in  an  attitude  by  no  meus  te 
from  embarrassment.  If  there  be  really  a  dangtr  ornr, 
if  hostilities  are  in  any  degree  probable,  and  Ckelf  ^ 
ensue,  I  will  go  as  far  as  the  foremost  in  proTidiof  tk 
means  of  defence  and  security.  But  if,  ai  ve  ire  it 
peatedly  assured,  the  prospect  of  a  speedy  and  ptdt 
adjustment  of  our  difficulties  g^ws  brighter  dt3j-ff 
one,  I  am  not  disposed  to  nurse  and  feed  a  viriikeps- 
sion;  to  encoursge,  what  I  greatly  fear  needi  to  be  it 
strained,  a  desire  elsewhere  to  terminate  by  an  ippalc 
arms  these  needless  differences.  Sufficient,  hofcte, 
to  meet  these  questions  when  the  period  for  their  ca- 
sideration  arrives. 

I  come  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  the  question  prtsaw 
in  the  resolution — "the  cause  and  circumttances  « 
the  fkilure,  at  the  last  session,  of  the  bill  making  (be  ^ 
nary  appropriations  for  fortifications.  How  did  A  w 
pen?  By  whose  meana?  In  what  way?  TheieiR 
questions  gravely  pur,  and  must  be  as  gravely  »i«f^ 
ed.  The  bill,  we  all  know,  passed  the  Houie,  cmu* 
ing  only  the  "  ordinary  appropriations,"  and,  m  » 
usual  course  of  bunness,  was  sent  to  the  Semtf; J 
passed  that  body  also,  in  due  season,  with  a  coosix' 
able  increase  of  ordinary  appropriations,  made,  iton^ 
derstood,  upon  estimates  furnished  by  the  proper «« 
utive  Departments,  and  was  returned  to  the  Hw* 
week  before  the  close  of  the  session.  So  far,n|«?' 
the  Senate  cannot  be  justly  charged  with  a  dBp»Jt« 
to  defeat  the  bill.  All  its  control  over  it  had  ceised. » 
I  have  already  said,  in  another  connexion.  1^' "^'."J 
in  the  hands  of  the  House.  Did  it  pais  this  bnoco " 
the  Congress?  How  did  it  pass?  With  the  three  ^ 
lion  appropriation,  already  so  often  »d^*^^'^ .  .jg. 
denly,  not  to  sav  rashly  inserted— objectionable  in  ^ 

of  form-^uncalled  for  and  unwanted,  so  ^*'**^ 
any  information,  by  the  Executive.    1X««  *%  r^ 
doubt  that,  but  for  this  amendment,  the  bill  vouW  »" 
passed ,  and  become  a  law  ?    This  was  the  ftw  b'^'' 
which  it  lingered,  and  at  last  died.    The  bil  »«  « 
turned  to  the  Senate,  embracing  this  new  »"«»"" 'J,; 
unheard-of  provision.     The  Senate,  u"^^"*      ij-ei 
which  it  took  of  its  constitutional  power,  coaw 
agree  to  It,  and  the  bill  came  back  to  the  ^^^.^^ 
out  a  concurrence  in  the  amendment.    It  J**     J 
power  of  the  House  to  have  waived  its  »m«"^'^"  V 
to  have  passed  the  bill.    It  chose  no<^®^°?U|g. 
gentleman  himself  has  given  the  true  <»^^y!^ 
ure.    He  voted  to  recede,  he  says,  b«c»5*,?,  0 
aware,  if  the  House  pertinaciously  adhered,  i^  ^ 
would  be  lost.    It  did  adhere,  and  the  bill  was  i^  ^ 
is  unquestionably  true,  if  the  Senate  bad  vo     ^ 
three  millions,  the  bill  would  have  passed;  »nd  ^ 
less  true,  if  the  House  had  waived  «^ 'i7?i%»t 
passed  also.     It  failed,  therefore,  from  a  di«r'    |^ 
Pausing  at  this  stage  of  the  historv,  1  ^^^\.Lf» 
quire,  looking  at  the  safety  of  the  bill  mcW',  ^juich 
the  most  reasonable  course  to  be  P^J'^   ^jj^  sac- 
branch  could  most  rationally  be  expected}  v>: 
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IS  of  the  billy  to  recede  from  its  position?    It  will  be 
:ollected  this  wss  a  bill  making  ordinary  appropria- 
fl8{  the  House  encumbered  it  with  an  extraordinary 
e.     It  ran  against  constitutional  objectiont-^the  very 
t  to  be  surrendered.    Could  it  reasonably  be  expect- 
or  required  of  the  Senate,  in  violation,  as  they  be- 
yed,  of  their  duty  and  the  plain  injunctions  of  the 
nstitution,  to  adopt  that  provinon?    Way  it  unreason- 
le  to  expect  and  to  require  of  the  House  that  the  bill, 
its  ordmaiy  form,  should  be  permitted  to  go  along 
obstructed?    In  some  considerable  portions  of  the 
il,  both  branches  concurred.    Why  not  agree,  then, 
d,  so  far  aa  they  did  agree,  pass  the  bill?  The  House, 
d  the  House  alone,  refused  to  do  it.     It  said  to  the 
nate.  We  agree  with  you  that  the  ordinary  fortifica^ 
m  bill  ought  to  pass — ^the  country  requires  it{  but  we 
ill  not  pats  it,  unless  you  will  agree  to  an  extraordi- 
ry  appropriation,  which  you  hold  to  be  unconstitu- 
mal  and  inexpedient;  and,  if  you  refuse  it,  you  will 
:  responsible  for  our  failure  to  pass  the  ordinary  bill, 
seems  to  me,  sir,  there  can  hardly  be  two  opinions 
}on  such  a  proposition.    The  Senate  would  not  agree 
so  unreasonable  a  demand.     But  what  did  it  do? 
sgreed,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  passage  of 
le  bill,  to  meet  the  House  upon  some  middle  ground, 
compromise  was  effected  by  conferees,  appointed 
Y  each   body.    The  Senate   waited  and  waited,  as 
e  have  seen,  to  adopt  and  carry  this  compromise 
ito  effect.     The  House  neglected  or  refused  to  do  so, 
nd  thereby  the  bill  was  lost.     Can  there  be  a  doubt  in 
'hich  branch  it  failed,  and  by  whose  means  it  was  lost? 
tut  it  is  contended  that,  before  this  arrangement  was 
ffected,  the    House   was  dissolved—its  constitutional 
jnctions  ceased^  and,  for  that  reason,  it  could  not  adopt 
lie  compromise  recommended,  by  the  conferees.    Sup- 
ose  it  had  been  so;  are  the  Senate  therefore  responsi- 
ble for  the  failure  of  the  bill?    But  it  was  not  so.    I 
gree  entirely  in  my  recollections  with  the  honorable 
nember  from   Kentucky,  [Mr.  Haxoiit,]  who  has  just 
poken,  and  with  my  friend  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
iBto.]    There  was  time,  af^er  the  report  had  been 
ip'eed  upon,  and  before  13  o'clock,  to  have  made  it  to 
he  House,  and  procured  its  adoption.    The  conferees 
lid  return,  as  the  gentleman  says,  before  the  Cumber- 
and  road  bill  was  put  upon  its  passage;  and  it  is  agreed, 
•n  all  hands,  that  the  midnight  hour  arrived  whUe  the 
yes  and  noes  were  being  called  on  that  bill.     In  this,  1 
>nn  confident  I  cannot  be  mistaken.    Why,  then,  it  may 
»e  inquired,  was  not  the  report  made?    Why  did  not 
he  bill  pass?     I  cannot  pretend  to  answer.    But  this  I 
^ill  say:  that  I  discovered,  early  in  the  stages  of  disa- 
^ement,  as  I  thought,  a  willingness  to  permit  the  bill 
0  be  lost.     I  do  not  say  with  a  view  to  throw  the  re- 
sponsibility of  it  upon  the  Senate;  but  with  a  distinct 
tvowal  that  its  loss  would  be  justly  chargeable  to  that 
quarter.   As  early  as  nine  or  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
"'hen  the  first  notice  wss  received  from  the  Senate  of 
^  disagreement  to  the  appropriation,  on  a  motion  to 
recede,  the  member  from  New  York  [Mr.  Cambxsl- 
Eiro]  said,  «  he  hoped  the  House  would  not  recede, 
ir  the  Senate  had    taken    the  responsibility   of  de- 
bating the  appropriation,  it  might  remain  with  them. 
He  Would  take  no  part  of  it.^'     This  was  the   first 
intimation  that  the  responsibility  must  be  cast  upon 
<he  Senate.     Others  took  the  same  view,  and  spoke 
With  warmth,  to  say  the  least  of  it.     The  House  did 
<iia  not  recede;  and  the  bill  again  went,  its  of^-travelled 
P^(n>  to  the  Senate.     In  a  short  period,  between  10  and 
^  o'clock,  according  to  my  recollection,  it  came  back, 
^t^h  a  message  that  the  Senate  adhered  to  its  disagree- 
"J«nt  to  our  sppropriation.    What  occurred  then,  sir? 
^  very  strong  and  decided  disposition  was  expressed  by 
leading  gepUemen  that  the  House  should  adhere  also. 


and  thereby  cut  off  all  opportunity  of  passing  the  bill, 
and  every  means  of  compromise.    The  only  other  al- 
ternative was,  by  asking  a  conference;  and  by  that  mode 
the  bill  might  even  then  be  saved.    The  member  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Caxbxxlxno]  moved  "to  adhere;"  in 
other  words,  to  destrov  the  bill  beyond  the  power  of 
revival.     An  honorable  member  from  Vii^inia  [Mr. 
Mxbcxb]  moved  "  to  recede;"  thereby  preserving  the 
power  to  pass  the  bill.    An  honorable  member  from 
Tennessee,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
and  Mean^  [Mr.  Polk,]  said,  'Uhe  motion  to  adhere 
had    priority  to  the    other;"    undoubtedly  signifying 
thereby  his  desire  that  the  motion  should  prevail — that 
the  bill  should  be  lost.    An  honorable  member  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Lttlb,]  who  had  no  hesitation  to  speak 
freely  and  fearlessly  on  all   occasions,  as  he  did  elo- 
quently, his  opinions,  addressed  the  House  in  these 
words:  **  He  objected  entirely,*'  he  said,  *<  to  any  con- 
ciliatory proposition.     The  House  had  gone  as  far  as 
prudence  and  patriotism  would  justify  them  in  going  to 
conciliate  the  Senate.    The  only  question  was,  where 
the  responsibility  of  the  loss  of  the  bill  should  lod^e? 
Let  the  other  body  take  the  responnbility  of  defeatmr 
it" — ^the  appropriation  of  three  millions.    He  conjurea 
the  House  not  to  depart  from  the  stand  it  had  assumed; 
declared  it  would  be  pusillanimous  to  do  so;  and  urgent- 
ly and  elocjuently  rallied  bis  friends  to  stand  firm  upon 
tnat  question.    Now,  sir,  I  can  readily  perceive  in  these 
proceedings  a  strong  solicitude,  and  determination,  too, 
to  hold  the  Senate  responsible  for  the  loss  of  the  bill; 
I  look  in  vain  for  evidence  of  an  anxiety  to  save  the 
ordinary  appropriations  for  fortifications.    They  were, 
apparently,  verjr  readily  given  up,  for  the  other  object, 
which  waa  possibly  regarded  a  much  greater  one^f 
prostrating  the  Senate.    The  majority  of  the  House, 
however,  did  not  sustain  the  motion  to  adhere,  but 
adopted  the  wiser  course  of  rec^uesting  a  conference. 
It  was  seen  that  the  majority  which  passed  the  appro- 
priation was  giving  way.    It  passed,  at  first,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  33.     It  was  insisted  on,  in  the  next  vote,  by  a 
majority  reduced  to  23;  a  third  vote  reduced  it  to  19; 
and  if  another  vote  had  been  allowed  to  be  taken,  I 
doubt  not  the  whole  amendment  would  have  been  aban- 
doned rather  than  the  bill  should  fail.    Another  vote 
upon  it  was  not  permitted  from  that  hour  to  the  present. 
The  conferees  were  appointed,  and,  I  have  already  said, 
returned  to  this  hall  in  season  to  have  reported  before 
12  o'clock.    The  compromise  which  they  had  sgreed  to 
recommend  waa  immediately  known  to  the  members,  and 
privately  discussed.     There  was  but  one  voice,  so  far 
as  I  heard,  in  the  House,  and  that  was  in  favor  of  its 
adoption.    We  were  anxiously  waiting,  from  moment 
to  moment,  for  the  report  to  be  made;  when,  suddenly, 
as  by  an  electric  shock,  a  thrill  waa  sent  through  this 
House,  agiUting  and  moving    the  countenances  and 
voices  of  members;  little  squads  were  collected  here 
and  there,  and  all  at  once  we  heard  it  echoed  and  re- 
echoed on  all  sides  that  the  report  could  not  be  made; 
the  bill  must  fail,  and  the  responsibility  would  rest  upon 
the  Senate.    From  what  quarter  this  came,  by  whose 
agency  brought  about,  I  do  not  pretend  to  say—I  do 
not  know.     But  it  was  familiarly  spoken  of  at  the  time, 
that  a  certain  high  personage,  in  accordance  with  whose 
views,  it  now  appears,  the  three  millions  were  voted, 
upon  being  apprized  of  the  result  of  the  conference, 
manifested  exceeding  indignation  that  his  faithful  Com* 
mons  should  succumb  in  any  degrre  to  "the  factious 
Senate."    Rather  would  he  lose  the  bill  altogether,  and 
they  would  be  held  responsible  for  it.    This,  or  some- 
thing very  like  it,  was  soon  known  in  this  hall;  and  it  was 
also  known  that  the  President  had  closed,  or  was  about 
to  close,  his  official  relations  with  Congress;  its  constitu- 
tional functions^  in  his  judgment,  having  ceased.    Cer- 
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tain  it  is,  that  the  report  of  the  conferees  vu  not  offer- 
ed by  the  chtirman,  [Mr,  C4iramxi.«ire,]  and,  when 
called  upon  f6r  it,  he  declined  to  produce  it,  upon  the 
ground  that  the  eziatence  of  the  Rouse  had  ceMed,  and, 
also,  that  a  quorum  was  not  present.    The  report  was 
then  off(fered  by  another  member  of  the  committee,  [Mr. 
Liipna,]  the  third  [Mr.  Hubbaho]  bavine  verjr  sudden- 
ly disappeared  from  the  House,  although  he  had  pre- 
riously  expressed  considerable  anxiety  for  the  passage 
of  the  bin.    I  shall  not  discuss  the  question  whether  the 
powers  of  Congress  terminate  or  not  at  12  o'clock  at 
night  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  in  every  alternate  year. 
I  thought  otherwise,  and  remained,  and  was  willing  to 
remain  after  that  hour,  to  transact  the  business  of  the 
nation.     It  is  true,  we  found  it  difficult,  very  difficult, 
to  obtain  a  quorum  within  the  bar  of  the  House.     Still 
we  did  so,  whenever  one  was  wanted  by  certain  leading 
gentlemen.     Just  before  the  adjournment,  and  long 
af^er  the  **  conscientious  scruples"  of  gentlemen  began 
to  operate,  a  motion  was  made  by  a  member  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Masok]  to  take  up  the  resolution  making 
compensation  to  Mr.  Letcher,  a  member  of  the  House. 
A  quorum  was  present,  and  the  motion  prevailed.    A 
motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  preamble  i  a  quo- 
rum was  present,  and  that  also  prevailed.    The  pre- 
cise question  then  pending  was  upon  an  amendment 
proviaing  compensation  also  to  Thomas  P.  Moore,  who 
nad  contested,  unsuccessfully,  Mr.  Letcher's  seat.     The 
previous  question  was  moved  and  carried — a   quorum 
present  and  voting — 134  in  all.    The  amendment  was 
thus  cut  off,  and  the  resolution  was  likely  to  pass,  with- 
out providing  compensation  to  Mr.  Moore.    Instantly 
the  quorum  was  broken  up)  21  vsnisbed,  as  in  the 
twinkling  of  an  eye,  and  but  113  were  found  voting.    A 
much  larger  number  were  about  these  walls,  and  lob- 
bies, and  avenues;  but  they  could  not  be  had  when  a 
vote  was  to  be  taken.     Who  the  individuals  were,  thAs 
appearing  and  disappearing,  as  occasion  might  require, 
I  have  made  no  examination  of  the  journal  to  discover. 
I  seek  not  to  know.    This,  however,  I  will  say,  they 
were  not  of  that  minority  which  resisted  the  appropria- 
tion of  three  millionst  who  were  anxious  to  pass  the 
ordinary  fortification  bill;  who  desired  rather  to  defend 
the  country  than  to  heap  responsibility  upon  the  Senate. 
Undoubtedly  there  were  some  who  entertained  sincere 
and  deep-founded  convictions  that    the  constitutional 
powers  of  Congress  terminated  at  midnight.    Not  more, 
I  think,  however,  than  four  or  five  assigned  that  reason 
for  not  voting.     It  was  a  perfectly  satisfactory,  and  an 
honorable  reason,  for  those  who  sincerely  held  that 
opinion.      An  honorable  and  valuable   member  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Gilmer,]  of  as  upright  intentions,  as  pure 
a  heart,  and  as  brilliant  an  intellect  as  any  man  who  sits 
within  these  walls,  entertained  that  conviction.      And 
what  did  he  do?    Departed,  says  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  at  that  door,  through  which  he  never 
alined  returned.     He  did  so;  and  honorable  was  it  to 
bim  that  he  did  so.     Enjoying  and  acting  upon  his  own 
constitutional    opinions,  in  which  no  msii  was    more 
sincere,  though  I  of\en  differed  with  him,  he  left  others 
to  enjoy  and  act  upon  theirs,  and  to  perform  their  con- 
stitutional duties  according  to  their  own  judgments. 
Did  he  remain  within  these  walls  to  offer  vexatious  mo- 
tions; to  defeat  business;  to  create  confusion;  to  make 
and  unmake  a  quorum,  as  occasion  and  for  purposes  I 
will  not  name  should  require?    By  no  means.    And  if 
alt  who  declined  to  vote  upon  the  ground  of  constitu- 
tional scruples  had  followed  his  example,  there  would 
have  been  higher  reasons  for  holding  their  opinions  in 
respect.    Sir,  if  a  quorum  of  that  House  could  have 
been  formed  for  five  minutes  only,  after  the  report  of 
conferees  was  made,  it  would  instantly  have  been  adopt- 
■»d.     The  bill  would  have  passed  the  House,  and  the 


Senate  also;  and  if  it  then  failed  to  become  i  fa v,  the 
responsibility  would  have  rested  eliewhere—opon  oee 
who  profissseS  never  to  shun  responsibility.  It  vu  veB 
understood  that  the  President  had  left  the  Cipitol,  de- 
claring (I  wHl  not  say  with  an  oath)  that  he  would  W 
no  further  communication  with  that  Confess.  Tlie 
disorder  and  confusion  which  I  have  described  prenil- 
ed;  and,  whether  designed  for  that  end  or  not,  H 
defeat  the  bill.  The  honorable  Speaker,  [Mr.  Biu,] 
who  presided  with  so  much  dignity,  firmness,  and  iis- 
partiality,  during  the  period  he  filled  the  ciiair,  did  «iii! 
human  means  could  do,  in  preserving^  order  and  prooo- 
ting  the  despatch  of  business  on  that  trying  nigfat.  He 
deserves  high  credit  for  the  ability  be  displayed  in  thst 
station.  Various  motions  to  adjourn  were  made  by  \hm 
who  seemed  willing  to  defeat  the  bill,  and  who  possibh 
feared  that  it  would  pass  if  the  House  continued  longer 
in  session.  That  the  bill  was  defeated  here,  and  bj 
these  means,  was  openly  charged  upon  this  floor  at  tli£ 
time  by  many  members.  A  motion  having  been  otde 
"that  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate,  to  notil}' tbst 
body  that  this  House,  having  completed  the  bQsiD» 
before  it,  is  now  ready  to  close  the  present  session  by 
adjournment,"  the  honorable  member  from  New  Jcrser 
near  me,  [Mr.  Pabkxb,]  who  is  a  friend  to  the  tAmlssr 
tration,  but  who  was  not,  therefore,  quite  readfto 
abandon  the  bill,  inquired,  *'  did  the  gentlemen  vto 
formed  the  committee  of  conference  on  the  part  orti;e 
House  mean  to  report  or  not?"  Again:  •*  How  can « 
pretend  to  say  that  we  have  completed  the  buiiness  bf- 
fore  us?  And  how  can  we  adjourn  without  passinjtk 
fortification  bill?  This  House  had  passed  the  bill.  Tk 
Senate  made  a  large  addition.  The  House  had  addei 
another  appropriation.  The  Senate  disagreed  to  it- 
A  'committee  of  conference  had  been  appointed,  m 
that  committee  had  refused  to  report  to  \K»  Housf 
Shall  we  go  away,"  said  he,  «<and  leave  this  bill,  aH 
time  when  there  is  an  apprehension  of  war?**  "^^^ 
summary,  and  a  true  one,  of  the  whole  matter.  Tne 
gentleman  was  entirely  right.  Have  we  completed  the 
business?  can  we  adjourn  without  passing  the  bill'  c» 
we  go  away  and  leave  the  bill?  were  all  pertinent  ques- 
tions, and  pregnant  questions,  founded  in  facts  bewrc 
us,  and  to  which  we  could  not  close  our  senses,  'he 
honorable  member,  however,  was  mistaken  in  one  re- 
spect^that  the  committee  had  refused  to  report.  The 
chairman,  it  is  true,  had  refused;  another  "^^"^^'^^^ 
among  the  missing;  and  the  report  was  made  by  ihe!nira 
member,  [Mr.  Lewis,]  and  was  so  stated  by  the  Cto' 
immediately  af\er  the  gentleman  had  closed  bis  remarts. 
My  honorable  friend  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Ks«^j 
anxious  for  the  passage  of  that  bill,  also  addressed  v» 
House  in  these  words: 

•«  The  committee  of  conference  had  agreed  upon* 
report,  and,  as  a  quorum  was  undoubtedly  P'***"^' 
ooght  to  be  acted  upon.      He  was  opposed   lo^»>^ 
adjournment,   because  the    House  had  not  )*^'  °["'. 
its  duty.     The  proposed  amendment  declared  whau* 
not  fact.     There  is  a  quorum  present."    Andho*^"* 
he  answered,  sir?    By  loud  calls  of  «•  order.'  onct-<^' 
der!"  vociferated  from  all  quarters  of  the  wow.  »"»^^' 
those  who  had  been  foremost  in  the  scenes  o^  «'*?"^^ 
and  uproar  which  defeated,  if  they  were  not  de^'lf^ 
to  defeat,  the  fortification  bill.     The  fact  that  a  quor^™ 
was  present  was  no  otherwise  controverted  f"*".  J 
clamorous  demands  for  ••  order!"    We  then  des'g"'*'^ 
put  that  question  to  a  test,  and  to  ascertain  w"*^  ,  ^,,5 
not  a  quorum  was  present,  and,  if  not,  to  compe  ^^ 
attendance  of  members.    Accordingly,  s  '"?^,°"|rj,(, 
made  for  a  call  of  the  House.     Who  resisted  it?    Z^^ 
gave  the  signal  and  the  watchword  to  the  P*'*^'*  ]^.-. 
was  determined  to  destroy  the  bill?   I  read  from  w« 
ported  proceedings: 
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**  Mr.  Caoibreleng^.  I  protest  ag%inst  the  right  to  call 
Ihe  House.  What  member  will  answer  to  his  name?  [I 
iiriU,  I  will,  exclaimed  many  members.]  I  am  as  much 
a  ra?or  of  the  fortification  bill  as  the  gentleman  from 
^ev  Jersey;  but  I  say  the  responsibility  of  its  failure 
'est  8  upon  the  Senate,  and  not  upon  us.  The  bill  was 
lefeated  by  the  Senate."  [No,  no,  not  so,  was  exclaim- 
ed by  many  voices.]  After  such  a  direct  warning  from 
iuch  a  quarter,  is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  a  quorum 
:ould  not  be  found?  An  honorable  member  from  North 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Barringer,]  faithFul  to  his  duty,  and  ob- 
ervant  of  all  that  occurred  here,  had  no  hesitation  in 
expressly  charging  the  loss  of  the  bill  to  an  intrigue  car- 
ied  on  in  the  House,  and  he  offered  the  names  of  the 
ndividuafs  concerned  in  it.  If  we  may  have  any  access 
0  the  ear  of  the  select  committee  who  may  be  appointed 
0  inresUgate  this  grave  affair,  I  pray  the  honorable 
nember  from  Massachusetts  to  call  upon  this  gentleman 
0  testify.  Mr.  Barringer  said,  « the  bill  was  defeated 
ly  an  intrigue  here — ^in  this  House.  If  gentlemen  de- 
ired  names,  he  would  give  them.  But  if  this  was  de- 
lined,  he  would  say  that  there  were  members  who  now 
St  in  their  seats,  and  would  not  answer  to  their  names, 
vho  did  so  in  consummation  of  the  intrigue."  Names 
irere  not  demanded^  They  might  have  been  had.  Amid 
hese  scenes  of  disorder  and  confusion,  which  we  of  the 
ninority  vainljr  strove  to  repress,  passed  the  last  night 
)f  the  last  session  of  the  last  Congress;  and,  for  the  hon> 
)r  of  the  country  and  its  institutions,  t  hope  such  anoth- 
er may  never  be  witnessed.  And,  in  the  midst  of  these 
tcenes,  the  fortification  bill  drew  its  last  breath,  and 
teaved  its  expiring  throes.  That  it  was  destroyed  in 
he  House,  and  for  purposes  known  to  those  who  had 
n  agency  in  the  proceedings  of  that  night,  it  seems  to 
oe  no  rational  mmd  can  doubt.  Examine  as  we  will, 
pvestigate  as  we  will,  vituperate  as  we  will,  theae  pUiin 
acts  stand  out;  and  no  sophistry  can  elude,  no  ingenu- 
ty  pervert  them.  Sir,  1  have  done  upon  this  matter.  I 
uive  but  another  topic  to  touch. 

The  honorable  member,  with  a  precision  of  aim  which 
eaves  nothing  of  doubt  as  to  whom  his  shafts  were  sped, 
ind  whom  he  describes  as  **the  Achilles"  of  the  Senate, 
sssays  to  bring  down  from  his  high  standing  one  repre- 
enting  his  own  Commonwealth,  with  unsurpassed  ability, 
n  the  other  branch  of  the  Lejppslature.  The  attack  was 
ittle  to  have  been  expected  ttom  that  quarter.  A  scene 
>f  disgraceful  disorder,  such  as  the  Speaker  says  he  had 
lever  witnessed  in  ten  years'  experience  here,  doubt- 
ess  i^ratified  the  cherished  feelings  of  the  member  into 
he  delusive  fancy  of  a  triumph  worthy  his  achievement. 
Tir,  I  shall  not  attempt  encomiums  upon  that  distinguish- 
ed statesman.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me — it  cannot  be 
equired  of  any  man^to  come  forward  in  his  defence. 
His  character,  bis  services,  his  actions,  his  opinions,  the 
:ifort8  of  his  transcendent  powers,  are  before  the  world, 
rhey  speak  out  for  him  in  a  voice  that  cannot  be  silenced, 
rfaey  stand  forth  in  full  view,  and  no  man  can  obscure 
)r  biut  them  from  the  history  of  this  country.  It  has 
)een  exceedingly  painful  to  me  to  take  a  part,  and  es- 
)ecially  the  part  I  have  taken,  in  this  debate.  RecoU 
ectiona  of  the  past  are  thronging  in  my  mind,  and 
xreigh  me  down  in  sadness— almost  in  silence.  Gladly 
prould  1  have  been  spared  this  day.  But,  sir,  when 
hose  whom  I  hold  in  honor  and  respect— > whom  the 
:ountry  holds  high— high  in  its  estimation,  are  made  the 
object  of  attack  such  as  we  have  witnessed,  I  should 
iniserably  fail  in  my  own  sense  of  duty  were  I  to  sit  in 
tilence.  l*he  day  has  not  long  gone  by  since  I  saw  those 
vho  now  give  sanction  to  this  attack,  and  the  party  to 
vhicbthey  belong,  gladly,  ay,  anxiously,  seeking  the  aid 
)f  the  powerful  arm  of  that  great  champion  and  defend- 
er of  the  constitution!  since  I  saw  this  administration, 
*eeling  and  tottering  as  it  did  under  the  tremendous 
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blows  of  men  of  giant  strength  Irom  the  ehivalrie  region 
of  the  South,  bMCeehing  the  onfailing  support  of  that 
same  undaunted  hand.  I  refer  to  no  preceding  admin- 
istrations, which  leaned,  and  leaned  with  confidence, 
upon  him,  as  upon  a  pillar  of  immoveable  strength  i  but 
I  wish  to  tell  the  honorable  member  from  Massaehusetta 
[Mr.  AttAMa]  that  not  one  of  the  friends  who  now  rally 
round  the  object  of  his  attack  will  falter  in  his  course. 
Not  one  will  be  sliaken  in  his  confidence  and  attachment. 
We  ahall  sUnd  by  him,  let  who  will  desert,  let  who 
will  vituperate.  But  aAer  all,  nr,  how  little  is  there, 
upon  merely  personal  considerations  and  preferences* 
to  justify  the&elingsof  anxiety  which  we  cannot  re« 

greas,  for  the  advancement  of  any  man,  however  able, 
owever  estimable.  We  are  admonished  of  the  frailty 
of  human  attachments  and  human  hopes.  How  wise  \m 
it  that  the  Mure  is  hid  from  our  viewi  that  we  cannot 
lift  the  veil  which  abuts  out  from  our  observation  the  end 
of  our  own  best  and  wisest  exeHions!  Much,  how 
much,  of  our  ardor  might  be  abated;  how  might  our 
arms  be  paralyzed,  if  we  could  look  beyond  the  present 
hour,  and  behold  the  fulfilment  which  the  future  holds 
in  store!  I^  sir,  1  could  raise  this  impenetrable  curtain, 
and  look  forwahl  to  the  future  as  I  can  look  back  upon 
the  past,  anlently  as  i  desire,  for  the  good  of  our  com- 
mon country  and  his  own  fame,  and  much  as  I  would 
now  do  to  promote  the  elevation  of  that  distinguished 
statesman  to  Ihe  highest  plsces  of  power— every  desire 
might  fail— every  effort  cease.  Tea,  sir,  if  I  should  see 
him  dMcending  IV*om  that  lofty  eminence,  soured,  disap- 
pointed, vindictive— forgetful  of  his  own  character,  and 
of  the  frieoda  who  had  stood  by  him  in  the  hoar  of  need; 
if  I  should  see  the  infirmities  of  our  nature— the  lower 
and  baser  passions — mastering  and  expelling  aH  the  no- 
ble and  generous  properties  which  I  know  belong  to  hii 
heart;  if  I  should  see  him  betraying  and  ahandomn^  the 
cause  which  he  now  upholds,  making  his  friends  to  hang 
their  heads  in  very  shame  and  confualon— I  do  not  say, 
sir,  thit  I  would  pray  Heaven  to  blast  all  our  efforto  in 
the  cause  of  our  country-^but  rather  would  I  see  his 
sun  go  down  now,  even  from  its  high  noon,  so  that  it 
leave  us  a  glorious  light  to  cheer,  and  animate,  and 
guide,  and  to  which  we  could  turn  our  eyes  with  high 
and  heart-stirring  pride:  rather  would  I  see  this,  than  to 
behold  him  putting  off  the  mighty  armor  of  Achilles, 
which  no  man  ean  wear,  to  act  his  perjured  part  who 
by  fraud  levelled  the  proud  wslb  of  Troy  to  the  dusti 
rather  this,  far  rather,  than  to  see  him  lingering  on 
the  sUge  of  political  action,  behind  his  time,  *'  the 
derision  of  his  enemies— the  melancholy  pity  of  his 
friends." 

NaU  by  Mr,  Evaw. 

Some  expressions  are  quoted  in  the  preceding  re- 
marks as  having  been  used  by  Mr.  Adams,  which  are 
not  contained  in  the  report  of  his  speech  which  was  pub- 
lished in  the  National  Intelligencer.  To  enable  those 
who  have  had  access  to  that  report  only  to  understand 
the  propriety  of  the  quotations,  the  subjoined  extract  ia 
given  from  the  speech  published  in  the  Globe,  where  it 
first  appeared,  under  his  revision,  as  it  is  understood. 
Some  other  differences  also  exist  between  the  two  re- 
ports, but  they  are  not  material  to  be  noticed,  to  the 
understanding  of  these  remarks. 

Exfraei, — *'  It  was  said,  sir,  that  there  had  been  thril- 
ling and  unexampled  eloc^uence  of  indignation  at  thia 
conapiracy  of  man*worahip,  servility,  and  corruption^ 
displayed  by  the  House  of  Representatives  in  that  ap- 
propriation of  three  millions  for  the  contingent  necessa- 
ry defence  of  the  country  from  foreign  aggression;  but 
1  trust  that  I  have  already  shown,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
this  House,  that  all  that  eloquence  waa  gratuitous,  and 
all  that  Indignatton  wastelully  squandered  away;  tom^ 


2435 


GALES  &  SEATON'S 


2436 


H.  ov  R.] 


Fortijiaaim  BiliofLoit  SesAm. 


[Jas.  29,  \m. 


imall  portion  of  which  might  ha?e  been  profitably  ex- 
pended upon  the  foreign  treaty-breekert,  under  whoee 
injiiitice  our  own  country  was  amarting*  Thia  indigna- 
tion, and  the  temper  with  which  it  was  manifeated  by 
these  repeated  insults  to  the  House,  did  strike  me  as  so 
extraordinary,  and,  I  must  add,  so  unreasonable,  that  it 
was  impossible  to  avoid  the  inquiry,  where  the  real 
Bting  of  that  three  million  appropriation  did  lay,  and 
what  it  was  that  had  excited  this  tempest  of  passion 
against  it?  And  I  thought  the  true  motive  was  discern- 
ible in  that  unanimous  vote  of  two  hundred  and  seven- 
teen aye^,  in  the  House,  demanding  that  the  execution  of 
the  treaty  should  be  insisted  on.  That  vote,  however 
overlooked  then,  or  now,  had  been  neither  unseen  nor 
unfelt.  It  was  not  only  a  departure  from  the  do-nothing 
policy  of  the  Senate,  but  might  be  felt  to  contain  a  pun- 
gent, though  tacit,  rebuke  upon  that  paralytic  policy. 
The  three  million  'appropriation  was  the  complement 
and  efficient  energy  of  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  pre- 
ceding day.  That  vote  was  exclusively  the  act  of  the 
House.  The  appropriation  required  the  concurring 
vote  of  the  Senate i  and  that  vote  would  have  made  the 
Senate  the  unwilling  accessary  to  implied  censure  upon 
its  own  quietism  under  foreign  wrong.  The  vote  of  the 
House  could  not  be  nullified,  liut  its  efllcient  operations 
might  be  unnerved,  by  the  refusal  of  the  appropria- 
tion; and  so  the  bloodless  ghost  of  executive  dictation, 
and  man-worship,  and  servility,  were  conjured  upt  and 
the  overbearing  arrogance  of  votes  to  adiiere,  and  mes- 
sages to  remind,  was  substituted,  for  the  deficiency  of 
better  reasons,  for  refusing  the  appropriation."  . 

When  Mr.   Evars  concluded  his  remarks,  several 
members  rose  and  addressed  the  Chair. 

Mr.  BTNUM  obtained  the  floor,  but,  the  hour  being 
late,  be  moved  an  adjournment;  which  was  carried. 


FBIDAT,  jAirUAHT  29. 

LAST  YEAR'S  FORTIFICATION  BILL. 

Tlie  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  following 
resolution,  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  J.  Q.  Aoaxb: 

Betohfed,  That  so  much  of  the  message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  Congress  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  session  as  relates  to  the  failure,  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  of  the  bill  containing  the 
ordinary  appropriations  for  fortifications,  be  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  with  instructions  to  inquire  into, 
and  report  to  the  House,  the  causes  and  circumstances 
of  the  failure  of  that  bill. 

The  question  pending  being  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  to  amend  the  reso- 
lution by  adding  thereto  the  words  '<  with  power  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers" — 

Mr.  BYNUM  said  it  was  with  sincere  regret  that  he 
found  himself  compelled  to  address  the  House  on  the 
present  occasion;  but  he  had  rif^hts  which  he  was  bound 
to  sustain,  whenever  they  were  mvaded  by  friend  or  ene- 
my. He  had  not  risen  for  the  purpose  of  making  any 
thing  like  an  electioneering  speech.  He  protested 
against  electioneering  for  Presidents  in  the  House,  and 
in  every  other  legislative  body.  The  people  of  the 
United  States,  in  their  sovereign  capacity,  had  the  ex- 
clusive right  to  do  that;  and  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives never  should  make  a  President.  He  knew  that 
there  was  an  opinion  abroad,  that  in  the  Congreas  of  the 
United  States  was  combined  the  greater  part  of  tlie  in- 
telligence, and  some  had  thought  that  it  contained  the 
greater  part  of  the  virtue,  of  tlie  country;  but  he  was 
not  one  of  those  who  subscribed  to  that  doctrine.  He 
believed  there  was  to  be  found  more  virtue  and  intelli- 
gence out  of  Congress  than  in  it;  and  he  felt  proud  that 
It  was  so. 

So  long  at  the  people  were  intelligent  and  virtuous. 


he  feared  no  usurper  in  the  White  House,  norl«^K(4 
demagogues  in  any  other  branch  of  the  Legislitore. 
He  would  not  be  the  Cato  on  that  floor  to  ekctjooeer 
for  any  man  for  Preaident,  nor  did  he  belieTeUattij 
effort  made  there  would  make  one.  The  preKotCia- 
gress  stood  redeemed  on  that  subject.  Not  fntsy  fan 
since  a  President  was  attempted  to  be  made  in  utofter 
quarter.  Denunciations  of  a  serious  nature  were  nde 
against  him,  and  the  people  were  called  apon  toai^ 
them.  What  did  the  people  say  f  They  ssid,  twiy  i a 
your  denunciations;  we  call  for  facts,  and  will  be  gw- 
erned  by  facts;  and  the  people  did  decide.  But,  oot^ 
daunted  with  that,  they  were  trying  to  pby  Ibe  Bit 
game  over  again.  The  batteries  had  been  opened « 
that  floor,  for  the  purpose  of  firing  away  on  public  opA^ 
ion.  He  came  here  for  the  purpose  of  diachirfinf  iiR 
duty  as  a  representative  of  the  people,  and  would  ds 
that  fearlessly;  but  he  did  not  come  here  to  tnikei 
President,  or  to  unmake  one.  The  genllemin  fros 
Tirginfa  had  told  us  that,  upon  the  issue  of  the  mts(m 
under  consideration,  depended  the  presidenlial  etedioa. 
He  admitted  the  auperior  aancity  of  that  gentkms. 
but  for  the  life  of  him  he  could  not  determine  boviB 
termination  would  either  make  Judge  White  or  Mr.  Va 
Baren  President.  The  gentleman  from  Virginii  m 
said  that  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  thrown  obstacles  in  the  f^ 
of  an  examination  to  prove  corruption  in  ccrtiingtn* 
men  of  the  House.  He  was  at  a  loss  to  know  vbitibf 
gentleman  meant.  He  would  go  into  an  jnrestigitia 
as  far  as  that,  gentleman  dare  go. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  did  not  charge  the  gentleman  v<A 
throwing  obstacles  in  his  way.  The  gentleman  cooii 
throw  no  stumblingblock  in  his  way.  Hedidaytbt 
the  gentleman  had  been  very  particular  to  ay  iwj 
was  not  proved  that  the  House  was  responsible  for  (» 
failure  of  the  appropriation  bill.  He  did  not  tt^ 
whether  that  was  meant  or  not  meant;  and  be  vuw 
disposed  to  join  issue  with  the  gentlemmi. 

Mr.  BYNUM  was  glad  to  find  that  the  gentleman^ 
not  accuse  him  of  throwing  obstacles  in  his  way.  He 
was  opposed  to  no  investigation.  But  the  gentienu 
from  Virginia  had  made  a  serious  charge  against  so^ 
of  the  most  prominent  members  of  the  Houie, «» 
against  the  Prewdent  of  the  United  Ststes.  He  undr 
stood  the  gentleman  to  ssiy  that  the  three  n»''"«^"  *PP^ 
priatioQ  was  procured,  or  attempted  to  be  procured,  &; 
certain  individuals  in  the  House,  for  secret  semce 
money.  ^ 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  repeated  that  he  understood  «* 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Va» 
knew  that  the  President  deaired  it,  and  the  chairnio  oi 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  had  told  us  m» 
knew  of  it;  but,  ins'ead  of  communicatins:  it^"r 
House  officially,  they  only  informed  a  few  ind«wia» 
of  it,  and  told  them  to  say  nothing  about  it.  , 

Mr.  BTNUM  aaid  the  gentleman  had  not  ansfffi«° 
him  at  all.  He  would  go  with  the  gentleman,  i  J 
would  accept  of  his  feeble  company,  in  the  investipu"^ 
He  asked  him  again  if  he  understood  him  ri^ht  ^''^"J: 
said  the  appropriation  was  to  be  procured  for  »^ 
service  money?  ,^ 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  had  answered  the  question, «»  » 
thought  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolins  wtf"VnJ 
secret;  but,  as  he  was  not,  he  would  ask  the  n<^  . 
Speaker  of  the  House,  who  ought  to  tell;  be  would  »| 
honorable  members  of  the  House  if  the  ^PP^P^^^ 
was  wanted  for  secret  service  money,  or  was «  '» 
for  the  defence  of  the  country  ?         .      .  ii^ 

Mr.  BTNUM  said  he  asked  for  a  direct  wwyer.^^ 
had  understood  the  gentleman  to  have  nwdetnei^ 
tion  directly.  If  the  Preaident  had  attempted  to  »»r^ 
on  the  House  for  the  purpose  of  extracting  three  w^ 
for  secret  service  mon^,  he  was  for  carrying 'o* 
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gallon  to  the  White  Houie.  He  wm  for  probing  it  to 
le  bottom.  If  he  understood  the  gentleman  right,  he 
'as  for  purging  the  House  of  corruption,  and  the  White 
louse  of  despotism.  Mr.  B.  said  he  had  not  the  ability, 
e  had  not  the  intellectual  power»  to  do  that{  and  if  the 
enlleman  from  Virginia  had.  Judge  White  might  step 
lide,  and  he  would  go  for  him  for  President,  because 
t  could  do  more  than  any  other  man  in  America.  But 
e  thought  he  understood  the  gentleman  to  oppose  the 
!solution  under  consideration.  He  thought  the  gentle- 
lan  ought  to  hare  seen  the  necessity  of  adopting  the 
^solution,  or  something  like  it,  for  the  purpose  of  ens- 
ling  him  to  carry  on  bis  investigation.  The  gentleman 
om  Virginia  had  also  said- that  there  was  a  trained  band 
I  the  House  I  but  the  gentleman  did  not  tell  us  who  be- 
nged  to  that  trained  band.  IJL  was  but  a  short  time 
nee  the  gentleman  professed  to  belong  to  that  same 
ind. 

Mr.  WISG  said,  let  me  plead  not  guilty  of  belonging 
i  that  band — never  in  my  life. 

Mr.  BYNUM  said  that  the  gentleman  had  been  elected 
f  professing  to  belong  to  that  party;  and,  if  Mr.  B.  un- 
erstood  him  rightly,  he  was  favorable  to  the  principles 
r  the  present  administration,  and  came  to  Congress  a 
ipporter  of  the  Presidenti  and  he  appealed  to  the 
lembers  who  were  in  Congress  at  that  time  to  lustain 
im  in  the  assertion. 

Mr.  WISE  said,  when  he  spoke  of  the  trained  band, 
e  meant  the  trained  band  of  the  party  on  the  night  of 
)e  3d  March,  1835|  and  he  begged  leave  to  make  a 
bttnction  between  the  friends  of  the  President  and  the 
riends  of  the  party. 

Mr.  BYNUM  said  he  confessed  tliat  the  gentleman 
ad  got  into  an  inexplicable  difficulty.  He  had  divided 
lie  friends  of  the  President  from  the  friends  of  the  party, 
le  saw  that  the  gentleman's  perspicacity  was  too  keen 
>r  bim  to  follow.  The  gentleman  had  stated,  in  the 
ommencement  of  this  harangue,  tlut  he  would  tell  the 
'hole  truth.  But  be  had  not  told  us  that  there  were 
residential  partisans  on  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
'here  were  other  parties  besides  the  Van  Buren  party. 
'here  were  a  number  of  gentlemen  elected  under  the 
>fluence  of  the  President's  name,  but  when  they  came 
)  Congress  they  were  suddenly  changed  to  the  other 
dc. 

Mr.  B.  was  proceedinff  in  his  remarks,  when- 

Mr.  ASHLEY  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Some  conrersation  took  place  between  Messrs. 
i^HlTTLESBY,  BELL,  PATTON,  WISE,  P£YTON, 
DAMS,  EVANS,  and  the  CHAIR,  as  to  the  right  of 
>e  gentleman  from  Missouri  to  submit  the  motion  for 
)e  orders  of  the  day,  the  House  having  suspended  the 
ulei,  in  order  to  enable  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
stts  to  introduce  the  resolution  under  discussion. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  motion  was  in  order, 
nd  that  the  pending  debate,  under  the  rules,  could  only 
e  continued,  at  that  time,  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds. 

Mr.  WISE  then  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the 
urpose  of  permitlins;  the  discussion  on  the  resolution  to 
rogress,  and  called  lor  the  yeas  and  nays  on  his  motion  i 
'hich  were  ordered,  and  were  as  follows: 

YsAs — Messrs.  Chilton  AlUn,  Bell,  Bond,  Bunch, 
ohn  Calboon,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Carter,  Childs, 
lathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,*  Cleveland,  Cusbing, 
^enny.  Rice  Garland,  Granger,  Grayson,  Griffin,  Ham- 
mond, Hardin,  Harper,  Ingham,  Jarvis,  Lincoln,  Love, 
amson  Mason,  Maury,  McComas,  McKay,  McKennan, 
IcKeoo,  Mercer,  Miller,  Milligan,  Muhlenberg,  Frank- 
n  Pierce,  Pettigrew,  Peyton,  Rencher,  Robertson, 
tussell,  Shields,  Spangler,  Storer,  Waddy  Thompson, 
Vhite,  Lewis  Williams,  Wise— 48. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Anthony,  Ash, 
i9hley,  Banks,  Barton,  Beale,  Bean,  Beaumont,  Boon, 


Borden,  Bouldin,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brigg^,  BroWn,  Burns, 
Byniim,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Carr,  Casey,  George 
Chambers,  John  Chambers,  Ch&ney,  Chapman,  Chapin, 
John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Coles,  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig, 
Cramer,  Crane,  Cushman,  Davis,  Deberry,  Dickersoh, 
Dickson,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Efner,  Evans,  Everett, 
Fairfield,  Farlin,  Fowler,  French,  Fry,  Philo  C  Fuller, 
William  K.  Fuller,  James  Garland,  Gillet,  Glascock, 
Graham,  Graves,  Grennell,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hamer, 
Hanneg^n,  Hard,  Harlan,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Albert 
G.  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Ilaynes,  Haaeltine,  Hen- 
derson, Hiester,  Hoar,  Holsey,  Hopkins,  Howell,  Hub- 
ley,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  IngersoU,  Jabez 
Ji^ckson,  Janes,  Joseph  Johnson,  Ricliard  M.  Johnson, 
Cave  Johnson,  Henry  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Benjamin 
Jones,  Judson,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Klingen- 
smith.  Lane,  L^insing,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  Gideon  Lee, 
Joshua  Lee,  Luke  Lea,  Leonard,  Logan,  I^yall,  Lucas, 
Lyon,  Abijah  Mann,  Job  Mann,  Martin,  William  Mason, 
Moses  Mason,  May,  McKim,  McLene,  Montgomery, 
Moore,  Morgan,  Morris,  Owens,  Page,  Parker,  Patter- 
son, Patton,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  James  A.  Pearce,  Phelps, 
Phillips,  Pinckney,  Potts,  Reed,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph 
Reynolds,  Ripley,  Roane,  Rogers,  Schenck,  Seymour, 
Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Shinn,  Sloane,  Smith,  Sprague, 
SUndefer,  Steele,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  John 
Thomson,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turner,  Turrill,  Underwood, 
VanderpocI,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Washington, 
Weeks,  Whittlesey,  Sherrod  Wiltiams-~160. 

So  the  House  refused  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Several  engrossed  bills  were  then  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

.  Mr.  HAWES,  of  Kentucky,  moved  that  when  the 
House  adjourn,  it  should  adjourn  to  Monday. 

The  motion  not  being  in  order,  he  moved  that  the  rules 
of  the  House  be  suspended  to  allow  of  the  resolution. 

The  vote  being  taken,  there  were,  ayes  84,  noes  61. 

So  the  House  refused  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  moved  that  the  House  do  now  ad- 
journ. 

The  rote  was  taken  by  tellers,  and  the  result  was, 
ayes  62,  noes  59. 

So  the  House  adjourned. 


SiTuaoAT,  Jahvart  30. 

Tlie  question  of  order  arising  on  the  appeal  from  a 
decision  of  the  Chair,  taken  by  Mr.  Aoixs  on  the  pre- 
sentation  of  a  petition  praying  the  abolition  of  sUvery 
and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  having 
been  postponed  to  this  dsy,  * 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  that  the  House  had  already  decided 
the  question  of  appeal  upon  another  petition.  He  should 
therefore  move  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table. 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  BRIGGS, 
ADAMS,  and  the  CHAIR,  Mr.  ADAMS  withdrew  his 
appeal,  and  the  question  on  the  reception  of  the  petition 
was  laid  over  to  Monday. 

SUFFERERS  IN  FLORIDA. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  Florida,  asked  leave  to  introduce  a 
resolution  relating  to  the  unfortunate  situation  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida  at  this  time.  ' 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  to  suspend  the  rules {  which  was 
aereed  to;  and  he  then  submitted  the  following  joint  res- 
olution: 

**  Hesohed  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  lUpreientaiivee 
of  the  United  States  of  Jtmeriea  in  Congress  assembled^ 
That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  authorized 
to  cause  rations  to  be  delivered  from  the  public  stores 
to  the  unfortunate  sufferers  who  have  been  driven  from 
their  homes  by  Indian  depredations,  until  they  can  bo 
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re-eitabliabed  in  their  posteuioni,  and  enabled  to  pro- 
cure proTisiona  for  the  lustenance  of  themtelves  and 
liiniilies.'* 

Mr.  WH1T£  hoped  the  House  would  direct  the  reto« 
Kition  to  be  enj^twaed  without  commitment.  The  docu- 
ments which  had  been  laid  on  our  tablet  had  afforded 
all  the  requisite  information  on  the  subject.  He  would 
not  occupy  the  attention  of  the  House  longer  than  to 
•ay  that  five  hundred  famtlica  Bad  been  driven  from 
their  homes  in  consequence  of  the  war,  and  had  been 
redut«l  from  a  state  of  comfort  and  affluence  to  the  ut* 
most  want.  They  were  now  hanging  on  the  remnant  of 
our  army  for  protection,  and  were  without  provisions, 
or  the  means  of  oblaininjg  them.  After  the  Tote  of  the 
House  making  appropriations  to  represe  the  boatiHties 
of  the  Indians,  for  which  he  was  very  grateful,  and 
after  the  repeated  appropriations  of  money  for  the  re- 
lief of  these  very  hostile  Indians,  when  they  were  starv- 
ing, one  appropriation  of  ^0,000  having  been  made  at 
his  Instance,  he  trusted  that  the  House  would  not  ob- 
ject to  relieve  the  necessitiea  of  these  unfortunate  peo- 
ple, until  thev  could  find  means  of  providing  for  them- 
selves. Be  bad  called  upon  the  President,  and  asked 
him  if  he  would  not  give  an  order  to  furnish  them  with 
provisions  from  the  commissariat,  and  he  replied  that  he 
could  not,  but  that  it  would  afford  him  much  pleasure 
to  do  it  if  Congress  would  g^ive  him  the  power. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  rose,  not,  he  said,  to  oppose  the 
resolution,  but  to  suggest  to  the  gentleman  the  propri- 
ety of  rendering  it  more  definite  in  its  terms.  It  was 
too  indefinite  as  to  the  amount  6f  the  rations,  and  the 
time  for  which  they  were  to  be  furnished.  The  inhab- 
itants ought  not  to  be  subnsted  by  the  Government 
longer  than  their  indigent  circumstances  rendered  it 
necessary. 

Mr.  BOON  thought  the  htter  clause  of  the  resolution 
too  indefinite.  They  should  be  provided  for  until  they 
were  able  to  sustain  themselves  and  fWmiliea. 

Mr.  BBALE  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  all  after 
the  word  **  possessions." 

Mr.  WHITE  accepted  tbe  amendment  as  a  modifica- 
tiop. 

Mr.  PARKER  said  the  resolution  ought  to  be  limited 
to  some  definite  term,  say  two  or  three  months.  He 
hoped  it  would  be  postponed  till  Monday,  in  order  that 
Congress  might  act  more  adrisedly  upon  the  matter. 

Mr.  WHITE  hoped,  he  said,  that  it  would  not  be 
postponed.  Tlie  resolution  only  contemplated  relief 
until  the  inhabitanta  could  be  re-established  in  their 
homesb  or  fiy  to  some  place  of  safety.  At  present  they 
were  pressed  on  all  sides  by  the  savages;  their  houses 
were  burned,  their  plantationa  Uid  waste,  their  negroes 
carried  oflT,  and,  in  fine,  they  were  starving  for  bread. 
If  any  relief  was  to  be  afforded  to  them,  it  must  be  done 
promptly. 

Mr.  PARKER  was  not,  he  said,  opposed  to  the  ob- 
ject of  the  reaohitioni  but,  while  we  provided  relief, 
we  should  take  care  that  the  public  service  was  not  pre- 
judiced by  it.  He  would  rather  vote  for  some  specific 
sum,  say  $50,000. 

Mr.  EVERETT  said  he  would  submit  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Florida  the  propriety  of  extending  the  same 
relief  to  the  friendly  Indians  near  Port  Brooke.  By  a 
letter  received  yesterday  from  that  quarter,  he  was  in- 
formed that  three  hundred  Indians  bad  been  in  that  vi- 
cinity for  six  or  eight  months,  prepared  to  emigrate; 
that  provision  had  not  been  made  for  their  removal,  nor 
for  their  subsbtence  in  the  mean  time;  tbat»  in  view  of 
their  emigration,  they  had  been  ordered  not  to  plant  the 
last  season;  and.  fh>m  their  destitute  condition,  fears 
were  entertained  of  their  going  over  to  the  enemy;  that 
even  surprise  was  exprened  that  they  yet  remained 
ftiitbful.- 


Mr.  WHITE  stated  that  thry  had  now  joined  tin 
army,  declared  war  against  the  bostiles,  and  dnvn  n 
tions  as  attached  to  the  army. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  moved  tomrrt,iftff 
the  word  ••sufferers,*'  «■  who  are  unable  to  proridehr 
themselves;'*  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PARR9  inquired  if  there  was  any  precedent  far 
this  resolution.  It  struck  him  that  it  set  a  prfcedent  rf 
no  trifling  importance — one  under  which  a  hondrtda?- 
lions  might  be  taken  from  the  Treasury.  HeftHt5 
much  for  the  distresses  of  these  people  ai  mr  m 
could;  but  he  thought  the  House  ought  to  reflect  t  Fittle 
before  they  established  so  dangerous  a  precedent.  Hf 
hoped  the  resolution  would  lie  over  till  Mondty,toiP 
ford  time  for  consideration. 

Mr.  P ATTON  was  very  glad,  he  said,  that  the  gr nflf 
man  from  Maine  had  made  tlie  inquiry  whether  there  «v 
any  precedent  for  this  measure;  and  be  thought  it  prapr 
also  to  make  the  further  inquiry,  whether  there  vniw 

{irinciple  by  which  it  could  be  sustained.  He  hid  rery 
ittle  doubt  that  the  difficulty  suggested  could  be  remoitil 
for  be  did  not  befieve  there  waa  any  conaidenble  erv 
or  abuse  in  legislation  that  could  not  be  austained  hj  vm 
precedent,  real  or  supposed.  Precedents,  ws^  ^ 
being  guides  to  direct,  ought  to  be  beacons  to  vini» 
He  adveNed  to  the  act  for  the  refiefof  the  wafftrtna 
the  Niagara  frontier,  and  to  the  abuses  practised  under' 

Mr.  GRANGER,  of  New  York,  rose  and  »d:  W 
Speaker,  in  the  little  observation  I  have  hadof  meBisi 
things,  I  have  learned  that  precedent  is  often  osed  to  it 
strain  our  generous  impulses,  but  seklom  to  impel «!: 
generous  action.  In  the  little  time  1  have  bttn  hcrr^ 
have  not  been  so  much  gratified  with  any  thing  thitta 
occurred,  as  I  have  been  at  the  prompt  manner  in  vbxii 
this  House  has  stepped  forward  to  provide  means  fa* 
rying  on  the  war  in  Florida.  Whilst  we  hate  been  t* 
out  any  official  information  from  the  executire  (kK 
ment  of  the  Government,  whilst  the  newspapers,  wd* 
newspapers  alone,  have  been  discussing  the  qu«w^ 
whether  censure  should  rest  upon  one  of  l***^?? 
ments  or  upon  the  commanding  officer  in  Florid*,  i^" 
House  and  tbe  other  branch  of  the  Legisbtuit  m 
stepped  forward  to  sustoin  this  war,  altboogh  no  re<}r 
aition  has  been  made  by  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  tbeot 
tion.     Sir,  1  rejoice  that  they  have  done  so. 

[Mr.  CAMBHaLKxe  rose  to  explain,  and  Mr.  G.  jrt» 
ed  the  floor.  .  . 

Mr.  C.  said  that  great  injustice  had  been  done  mv 
newspapers  to  the  course  pursued  by  the  Depirtme* 
The  Committee  of  Wsys  and  Means  had  been  furw*« 
with  the  first  communication  on  which  tlieyaeted,^ 
Secretary  of  War.  They  next  day  received  aiee^ 
communication,  with  all  the  documents  relating  M  ik 
Indian  war,  and  which  conUined  all  the  hiforinstjon » 
waa  requisite.  The  documents  had  not  gone  fortft^' 
the  public,  which  was  an  extraordinary  cir«um*»'*J 
They  certainly  were  sent  by  the  committee  to  theH|««' 
and  ought  to  have  accompanied  the  bill,  and  been  \>t>^ 
and  sent  to  the  Senate.  If  they  had,  the  erroneous  j"^ 
pression  as  to  the  remissness  of  the  Departneotiorn" 
Executive  would  not  have  gone  into  tbe  newfp«P«* 
It  was  not  the  fault  of  the  Executive,  or  of  the  Co«» 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means,  that  this  had  not  been  dooftj 

Mr.  G.  resumed.  If  the  gentleman  hsd  ^^^• 
me  a  little  longer^  he  would  have  discovered  ttat  i^ 
tended  no  censure  on  the  Executive;  but  as  he  wsj^ 
sen  to  challenge  me  to  speak,  I  do  say  that  tbe  ftt»<^ 
of  this  nation  can  present  nothing  like  the  »»*«f  *'S 
has  existed  upon  this  subject.  1  do  say,  that  whiW^ 
haU  has  been  ringing  wHh  plaudits  upon  our  adisiR^T^ 
tion,  and  whilst  we  have  been  called  upon  ^rJ^^^Z;: 
to  hunt  up  the  bones  of  dead  quarrels  here,  ^"^-^ 
settlements  have  been  laid  waste  and  desditei  no 
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nunication  has  been  made  to  this  House,  as  a  branch  of 
be  Government.  Whatever  information  you  have,  even 
ipon  the  gentleman's  own  showing,  is  a  letter  fh>m  the 
lecretary  of  War  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

[Mr.  CAXBRsuira.  That  letter  contained  all  that  was 
lecessary.] 

Mr.  O.  continued.  Sir,  I  repeat  that,  with  a  war 
:nown  to  exist  in  this  country,  we  have  been  occupied 
n  hunting  up  the  possibility,  not  only  of  a  war  which 
night  take  place  hereafler  with  a  foreign  nation,  but  also 
o  discover  whether  a  war  was  last  year  likely  to  have 
zisted.  We  have  war  enough  upon  out  hands  to  take 
iare  of.  The  war-cry  is  up  in  the  woods,  the  tomahawk 
;Iitters  in  the  sunbeam,  the  scalping-knife  is  urged  to  its 
:ruel  duty,  the  flower  of  vour  chivalry  is  strewed  along 
be  plain,  and  yet  every  department  of  this  administra- 
ion  is  as  dumb  as  the  bleeding  victims  of  this  inglorious 
iontest.  This  would  not  have  been  said,  sir,  if  the  gen- 
leman  from  New  York  had  not  cut  short  what  I  intended 
osay. 

The  situation  of  Florida  is  unlike  that  of  the  country 
ilhided  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Pattof.] 
f  I  understand  tlie  character  of  that  Territory,  it  is  not 
nisceptible  of  sustaining  a  dense  population  within  its 
lorders.  There  are  now  but  few  inhabitants,  and  those 
ipread  over  a  large  expanse  of  country;  and  when  they 
ire  driven  in  from  their  settlements,  unless  the  Govern- 
nent  extends  its  aid,  they  must  inevitably  perish.  They 
ire  not  like  the  sufferers  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  who 
Tell  back  upon  a  country  as  rich  in  agricultund  producta 
u  any  other  section  of  the  Union. 

I  am  not  afraid  of  the  precedent  to  be  furnished  by 
this  resolution.  In  legislating  for  a  suffering  people,  I 
want  no  precedent  but  that  which  my  Creator  has  plant- 
ed in  my  bosom.  1  do  not  believe  that  we  sit  here  with 
the  sympathies  of  our  nature  chilled  and  frozen  by  the 
mere  force  of  the  oath  which  we  have  taken.  I  do  not 
believe  that  our  duty  requires  that  they  should  be  thus 
chilled  and  frozen.  I  believe  that  the  existence  of  this 
Government  depends  upon  its  extending  its  fostering 
band  to  the  unfortunate,  whenever  it  can  be  done  within 
the  Kmita  of  the  constitution.  Especiallv  should  this  be 
the  case,  where  the  sufferers  reside  within  a  Territory, 
and  have  no  State  Government  to  which  they  can  look 
for  succor.  Such  is  the  true  bourse  to  be  pursued  in 
this  nation;  and  then  our  people  will  feel  that  they  are 
indeed  members  of  one  common  family;  and  that,  whilst 
they  bear  equal  burdens,  they  are  the  equal  recipients 
of  the  bounty  and  protection  of  Government. 

Mr.  LANE  said  he  regretted  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  GiiiiroxH,]for  whom  he  entertained  the  kind- 
est feelings  of  respect,  had  not  sought  a  more  fit  occa- 
sion to  indulge  in  bitter  remarks  against  the  Executive, 
and  those  who  sustain  him  in  this  House. 

The  resolution  has  for  its  object  the  immediate  relief 
of  the  citizens  of  Florida,  whose  country  has  been  deso- 
lated, whose  hotties  and  property  have  been  destroyed, 
by  an  unexpected  savage  war  upon  ita  innocent  and  de- 
fenceless inhabltants-^men,  women,  and  children,  in  a 
state  of  starvation — a  scene  that  can  but  call  for  the  com- 
miseration of  every  sympathetic  bosom. 

Yes,  sir,  upon  this  resolution,  calling  for  action  and 
unanimity,  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York 
has  deemed  it  his  duty  to  arraign  the  Executive  for  neg- 
lect of  duty,  for  being  deaf  to  the  cries  of  women  and 
children,  while  the  scalping-knife  is  urged  to  its  bloody 
ofHce;  Uiat  this  House,  instead  of  suppressing  this  wsr, 
and  defer/Jing  the  country,  have  been  seeking  other 
cause  of  war,  and  hunting  for  the  buried  of  the  last 
session. 

Mr.  Speaker,  with  what  justice  are  those  charges 
inade?    The  honorftble  gentleman  from  Florida  [Mr. 


Whitx]  has  informed  the  House  again  and  again  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States  has  promptly  done 
all  in  his  power  to  suppress  the  savage  and  relieve  the 
country.  And  whenever  the 'subject  has  been  present- 
ed to  this  House,  it  has  been  taken  up  and  acted  upori 
with  a  promptness  unknown  to  legislation.  To  consider 
the  present  resoKition,  the  rules  of  the  House  have  been 
suspended. 

No  matter,  however,  what  the  subject  or  the  occa- 
sion, a  dash  at  the  Executive  or  his  friends  is  to  be  ex-^ 
pected  from  some  one  of  the  oppontion. 

Sir,  if  ever  there  was  a  time  or  an  occasion  in  legist 
lation  when  men  might  indulge  all  the  nobler  feeling^ 
of  the  soul — when,  to  pause  for  precedents  in  legisla- 
tion, or  to  consult  the  letter  ol  the  constitution, .  would 
be  cruel — this  is  that  time  and  that  occasion.  If  aught 
could  have  dried  up  thesympathies  of  my  heart,  (always, 
and  I  trust  ever  will  be,  open  to  the  cries  of  distress,)  the 
remarks  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York 
would  hare  done  it.  But,  he  trusted,  neither  the  injus- 
tice of  the  remarks^  nor  the  spirit  of  party  it  was  so  well 
calculated  to  awaken,  will  influence  a  single  vote  on  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  HOLSEY  laid,  when  a  suffering  people  had  been 
driven  from  their  homes,  and  left  without  the  fneans  of 
sustaining  themselves,  that  then  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Ciovemment  to  extend  to  them  relief.  In  the  present 
case,  the  inhabitanta  of  a  portion  of  Florida  were  cut  off 
by  the  savages  from  any  settlement  where  they  could 
have  an  opportunity  of  supporting  themselves  by  their 
own  exertions,  and  surrounded  on  all  parts  by  a  wilder^ 
ness.  In  such  a  state  of  the  case,  he  considered  it  to  be 
the  duty  of  the  Government  to  support  those  people 
until  they  could  be  restored  to  their  homes.  If  the  in^ 
habitanta  of  Florida  had  been  thrown  back  on  a  frontier 
teeming  with  all  the  luxuries  of  the  earth,  then  the  ap^ 
plication  of  the  strength  given  tbem  by  their  Creator 
would  have  been  sufficient  for  their  sustenance,  without 
the  aid  of  Government.  If  the  inhabitanta  had  been 
thrown  on  the  frontiers  of  Georgia  and  Alabama,  then 
we  might  apply  the  principle  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Fattov.]  There  are  about  500  soldiers 
in  that  country,  and  they  cannot  procure  the  necessaries 
of  life;  and  when  men,  with  arms  in  their  hands,  cannot 
procure  subsistence,  how  was  it  to  be  supposed  that  the 
suffering  inhabitanta  could  survive  without  the  aid  of 
the  Government^  A  C>overnment  that  will  not  extend 
protection  and  relief  to  its  own  citizens  is  unworthy  the 
name  of  a  Government. 

Mr.  HAWES  proposed  to  amend  the  resolution,  by 
striking  out  the  word  *<  sufferers,"  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof,  "women,  children,  and  men  unable  to  bear 
arms." 

Mr.  H.  said  it  would  be  apparent  that  his  object  waa 
to  confine  tlie  operation  of  the  resolution  to  those  who 
were  incapable  of  bearing  arms  in  defence  of  th^lr  coun- 
try. 11  individuals  capable  of  bearing  arms  were  in  the 
field,  rations  would  be  issued  to  tbem  as  a  matter  of 
course,  and  they  should  be  nowhere  but  in  the  field  of 
battle,  in  defence  of  their  firesides  and  their  homer. 
Feed  men  up,  and  stuff  them  with  rations,  and,  my  word 
for  it,  (said  Mr.  H.,)  there  is  no  fighting.  But  let  them 
depend  upon  themselves,  let  them  have  the  soldier's  ra- 
tions as  the  soldier  geta  them,  in  the  field;  let  them  be 
hungry  at  times,  and  then  they  will  fight  fast  enough. 
Those  who  were  unable  to  arm  in  defence  of  their  coun- 
try lie  would  relieve;  thoae  capable  of  bearing  arms 
should  earn  their  rations  by  being  found  on  the  field  of 
battle. 

Mr.>BOULDIN  said  he  wished  to  relieve  these  people 
from  their  deplorable  condition,  but  was  not  willing  to 
violate  the  constitution  or  transcend  the  powers  of  the 
GoTemment  about  it.  He  should  never  give  a  Tote^red* 
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icated  on  the  idea  that  this  House  was  a  cliaritable  insti- 
tution. He  had  often  felt  his  heart  warmed  with  the 
mere  imayinstion  of  what  he  would  do  for  the  relief  of 
the  suflTenni^,  were  these  splendid  resources  his.  They 
not  being  his  to  dispose  of,  he  CQuld  give  nothing  from 
them  on  the  ground  of  sympathy  or  charity.  But  this 
Government  is  bound  to  protect  its  citizens  against  inva- 
ding enemies — ^the  people  of  Florida  just  as  much  as  any 
others — no  more,  no  less.  If,  from  the  suddenness  of 
the  attacks,  or  want  of  men  or  arms,  we  are  not  able  to 
protect  them  in  their  houses  and  at  home,  where  we  are 
bound  to  do  it,  we  must  do  it  where  we  can:  take  them 
under  the  immediate  wing  of  the  army.  This  protection 
must  be  real — not  only  from  the  tomahawk  and  scalping- 
knife,  but  from  inevitable  starvation  caused  by  the  ene- 
my. The  richest  man  might  starve,  if  chased  into  the 
wilderness  by  the  scalping-knife.  Shall  we  be  bound  to 
save  him  from  the  scalping-knife  and  let  him  starve  in 
the  wilderness  before  he  can  return  to  hts  means?  If 
these  people  are  driven  from  their  homes  by  an  invading 
foe,  and  unable  to  sustain  themselves  in  any  other  way, 
I  feel  confident  it  is  our  literal  duty  to  defend  tliem  in 
that  ways  not  only  from  death  at  the  hand  of  the  savage, 
but  from  starvation,  the  immediate  consequence  of  the 
pursuit  of  the  savage;  and  if  the  resolution  be  now 
framed,  or  shall  be  altered,  so  as  that  none  will  be  provi- 
ded fur  but  such,  as  we  are  bound  to  defend,  and  cannot 
otherwise  defend,  and  who  cannot  protect  or  provide  for 
themselves,  I  will  vote  for  it. 

.    Mr.  GLASCOCK  had  hoped,  at  least,  that,  upon  a 
subject  like  this,  nothing  would  have  transpired  to  have 
disturbed  the  harmony  of  this  debate,  and  that  they 
should  have  had  immediate  action  upon  it.  He  regretted 
that  any  thing  should  have  been  thrown  out  in  the  way 
of  censure  upon  the  Government!  and  he  bad  no  hesita- 
jtion  in  expressing  his  firm  belief  that,  so  far  as  related 
to  the  depredstions  in  Florida,  and  all  which  had  ^wn 
out  of  it,  no  department  of  the  Government  was  in  any 
way  to  blame.    He  believed  that,  throughout  the  whole 
transaction,  each  department  had  faithfully  performed  iu 
duty.   Mr.  G.  felt  but  little  disposed  to  say  any  thing  on 
a  question  like  that,  nor  should  he  have  said  a  word  but 
for  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
GaAvesB.]    He  would,  however,  tell  that  gentleman 
that,  whatever  he  might  suppose  to  influence  the  mem- 
bers of  the  administration  on  questions  of  this  kind)  yet, 
if  a  war  came,  whether  foreign,  domestic,  or  otherwise, 
Ihe  friends  of  the  administration  would  be  found  as 
ready  and  as  willing  to  protect  the  Government  and 
4heir  fellow.citizens  as  any  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  op- 
posite side.    The  time  might  yet  come  when  the  coun- 
try would  see  which  would,  and  which  would  not,  be 
ready  and  willing  to  step  forward  in  her  defence. 
,    With  regard  to  the  resolution,  he  hoped  it  would  be 
adopUd  immediately.  He  did  not  know  thst  it  wss  actu- 
ally necessary;  for  if  the  commissary  genera],  or  the  per- 
son authorized  to  issue  rations,  had  acted  as  Mr.  G. 
would  have  done  under  the  same  circumstances,  he  had 
not  waited  for  any  preliminary  action  on  the  part  of  the 
Government.     If  the  necessities  of  the  inhabitants  de- 
manded it,  he  should,  without  consulting  any  department 
of  the  Government,  promptly  have  dealt  out  to  them, 
trusting  to  the  magnanimity  and  liberality  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  his  vindication.    The  case,  however,  would  be 
hopeless,  should  this  resolution  be  delayed  or  rciected. 
Jl1ie  knowledge  of  such  a  disposition  of  it  would  resch 
that  section  of  the  country  in  a  short  time,  and  the  con- 
seqiirnce  would  be,  that  those  who  had  charge  of  the 
public  supplies  there  would  refuse  all  aid{  for  they 
would  say,  Congress  had  refused  them  the  power;  or, 
if   they  did,  they  must  do   it  at  their  own  expense. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  there  would  be  no  further 
delay.    There  coukl  be  no  necessity  for  postponing  it. 


It  was  a  plain  question,  which  needed  no  tine  for  refits 
tion,  and  he  felt  perfectly  satisfied,  in  his  ova  nund,  oi- 
flicted  with  no  provision  of  the  constitution. 

Mr.  WH ITK,  of  Florida,  said  he  rose  to  tppol  to 
those  who  intended  to  vote  for  the  resolution  under  c» 
sideration,  not  to  discuss  it  farther,  as  it  wu  of  tU  it- 
most  importance  that  whatever  was  done  should  be  doie 
promptly.  He  could  not  repress  the  expression  of  la 
sstonishment  that,  upon  such  a  question,  geotlemes  ven 
disposed  to  use  such  measured  phraseology,  sod  lo  ea- 
ploy  such  refined  limitations,  to  prevent  our  excesarc 
humanity  from  too  great  enlargement  by  the  Executiit. 
The  resolution  proposed  to  relieve  suflerersi  driTci 
from  their  homes  by  a  desolating  war,  in  the  crigiQ  of 
which  they  had  no  participation,  l>ut  in  thecomequeoca 
of  which  their  lives  and  proper^  had  been  destrajed^ts 
an  extent  almost  unexampled  in  the  history  of  stnge 
warftre.  Upon  such  a  question,  be  wished  the  Houk 
to  proceed  to  the  vote,  and  let  those  who  doubt  ftbooi 
precedents  look  for  them  in  the  uniform  prsctice  of 
every  year,  for  ten  years  past,  as  the  joumab  bev  testi- 
mony. He  had  been  honored  with  a  seat  in  the  Hoae 
for  ten  years,  and  he  could  say  with  confidence  ikl » 
precedent  was  to  be  found  at  every  session. 

This   was  no  party  question,   and  he  trusted  tbt 
the  attention  of  the  House  would  not  be  diferied 
to  other  topics  connected  with  it,  which  might  be  mde 
the  subject  of  future  investigation.    This  bloody  nr, 
now  riging  on  our  frontier,  was    not   produced  by 
any  acU  of  the  people  who  were  plundered  and  munkr- 
ed,  nor  by  causes  which  they  could,  by  any  foresight  or 
courage,  control  or  prevent  It  grew  out  of  the  rehtins 
between  the  Government  of  the  United  Stales  sad  tbcK 
Indians.    A  treaty  was  entered  into  for  their  renonlto 
the  west  of  the  Mississippi;  they  complained  of  thUtrti- 
ty,  and  were  indulged  for  another  year  by  the  Goren- 
menf,  upon  a  solemn  pledge,  signed  by  all  the  cbie6,  to 
remove  this  winter.     The  time  arriyed,  and  they  violr 
ted  this  convention,  and  commenced  this  scene  of  de- 
struction upon  the  peaceable,  unsuspecting,  and  unof- 
fending inhabiUnts  of  Florida.    Whether  the  Goren- 
ment  took  these  precautionary  measures  in  adnoce  of 
such  a  crisis  is  a  matter  that  will  be  inquired  into,  ud 
ought  to  be,  and  shall  be,  investigated.     Whatever  bsA 
may  have  been  committed,  (if  any,  which  he  did  m* 
charge,)  that,  however,  would  be  inquired  into,  tod  it 
was  due  to  the  people  oi  Florida,  and  to  the  GoTernmeot, 
that  it  should  be  inquired  into.   He  took  pleasure  in  sj* 
ing  that,  from  the  moment  of  the  commencement  of  sc- 
tual  hostilities,  no  Government  could  have  Uken  more 
energetic  measures  for  the  speedy  termination  of  tbe 
war  than  the  President  and  Secretary  of  War  bad  done 
They  have  done  every  thing  he  had  asked  with  slscrHy 
and  proper  public  spirit.    It  is  (said  Mr.  W.)  tbe  oii- 
fortune  of  our  country  that  the  miserable  handful  of 
men,  called  the  army  of  the  United  SUtes,  are  KStttr- 
ed  over  a  frontier  of  four  thousand  miles  in  extent,  vA 
could  not  be  concentrated  at  any  one  point  until  a  grett 
portion  of  your  territory  b  desoUted.    The  cooinwjd- 
mg  general,  with  fourteen  companies  under  bis  coo- 
mand,  was  enabled  only  to  bring  into  the  fight  250  reg- 
ulars, who  fought  with  a  spirit  and  gallantry  never  ^^ 
passed  in  a  conflict  with  the  Indians.    I  know  Genenl 
Clinch  to  be  as  prudent  and  as  brave  a  man  ss  theara/ 
can  boast  of,  and  in  that  desperate  battle  of  Wylblacoo- 
chee  he  threw  himself  in  front  of  the  lines,  andsniosted 
his  soldiers  by  his  example.     If  he  had  punued  tbe  ene- 
my, leaving  his  54  wounded  men,  he  would  hsve  most 
probably  shared  the  fate  of  the  galhnt  and  unfortunate 
Dade  and  his  brave  companions,  without  even  a  vouod* 
ed  man  to  tell  the   meUncholy  story  of  the  bloody 
tragedy. 
We  are  not  now  to  consider  the  conduct  of  thesdouo 
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stration,  nor  the  acts  or  our  military  comnumdera.    The 
pood  or  bad  deeds  of  either  are  not  now  to  be  discussed 
>r  passed  upon.     All  this  belongs  to  history,  and  may 
»e  examined  when  I  make  an  appeal,  which  I  shall  do, 
or  an  indemnification  of  the  inhabitants  who  have  been 
iiined  for  the  want  of  an  adequate  protection  of  this 
xorernment.    The  question  now  is,  whether  the  women 
nd  children  of  respectable  planters,  recently  in  the  en- 
oyment  of  peace,  happiness,  and  contentment,  suddenly 
Iriven  from  their  homes  by  a  merciless  and  savage  ene- 
ny,  and  forced  into  your  military  cantonments,  to  es- 
ipe  the  tomahawk  and  scalping-knife,  are  to  be  left  to 
tarve  because  the  President  has  no  power  to  reliere 
tiem  without  a  vote  of  Congress.    Sir,  what  is  the  ob- 
ect  of  Government,  if  we  are  coolly  and  calmly  to  sit 
ere  talking  about  precedents?    It  is  a  esse  for  a  pre- 
edent,  if  none  existed;    and  it  is   one  which    in  all 
ime  would  stand  as  a  principle,  to  which  humanity  and 
ustice  can  point  as  worthy  of  an  American  Congress. 
Lnd  are  there  no  precedents  to  quiet  the  conscience  of 
he  gentlennan  from  Maine?  [Mr.  *Pa«ks.]    Let  us  look 
or  authority  in  our  legislation.     Several  vears  ago  these 
nerciless  barbarians  who  hare  committed  these  outrages 
rere  themselves  in  a  state  of  starvation,  and  Congress 
ppropriated,  by    an  almost  unanimous  vote,   (every 
number  from  Maine  voting  for  the  bill,)  a  large  sum  to 
bed  these  Indians,  without  any  pretext  of  a  treaty,  law, 
|r  precedent)  and  yet  we  want  to  search  for  precedents 
br  an  important  principle  to  feed  those  who  have  been 
■educed  to  starvation  by  the  enemies  of  this  Govern- 
nent,  growing  out  of  the  acts  of  the  United  States.  The 
(entleman  would  doubtless  have  voted  for  the  Indians, 
>ut  not  for  these  unfortunate  sufferers,  many  of  whom 
lave  been  reduced  from  afHuence  to  penury  by  a  sav- 
ige  enemy,     ir  authority  is  wanted,  let  us  look  back  to 
he  history  of  the  past.    Congress  appropriated  money 
osend  provisions  to  Caraccas,  some  years  ago,  to  relieve 
he  distresses  of  the  people  of  South  America.    The 
^resident,  out  of  an  appropriation  for  repressing  hostil- 
ties  of  the  Indians  on  the  Michigan  frontier,  ordered 
itions  to  be  delivered  to  the  suffering  inhabitants  until 
he  end  of  the  war.    The  settlers  at  New  Madrid  were 
ndemnified  for  the  damages  occasioned  by  an  earth- 
[ttake;  ancl,  at  every  session  since  I  have  been  in  Con- 
^reis,  a  vote  has  been  taken  here  to  distribute  wood  to 
he  suffering  poor  of  this  city.    If  gentlemen  want  pre- 
ledents,  the^  have  them  in  the  repeated  acts  of  this 
aovernment  in  charity  for  the  visitations  of  Providence. 
lir,  here  are  precedents)  and,  with  these  before  us,  what 
re  you  to  say  to  these  people  who  have  been  ruined  by 
he  acu  of  the  enemies  of  the  country,  and  having  es- 
caped upon  a  sparse  and  thinly  inhabited    frontier, 
re  to  be  told  that  they  have  only  escaped  the  savage 
omahawk  and  scalping-knife  to  perish  by  starvation? 

I  have  had  occasion  before  to  express  my  gratitude  to 
his  Congress,  ami  that  of  the  j^nerous  people  I  repre- 
ent,  for  the  appropriations  which  have  been  made  with 
uch  unanimity*  »nd  for  the  suspension  of  all  the  rules, 
o  enable  me  to  offer  this  proposition,  and  I  expect  a 
till  more  signal  occasion  for  expressing  it  in  the  vote 
i^hich  I  now  confidently  expect  to  carry  consolation  and 
omfort  to  the  hearts  of  ihose  who  look  to  you  for  pro- 
ection  in  this  calamitous  crins. 

Mr.  TURRILL  did  not  rise  to  discuss  this  subject,  but 
nerely  to  make  a  few  remarks,  that  he  might  be  dis- 
inctly  understood  in  the  vote  he  was  about  to  g^ve. 
^ith  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Fbrida,  he  sineere- 
y  hopcMl  that  a  party  discussion  would  not  again  grow 
Nit  of  any  proposition  similar  to  the  one  before  the  House. 
Such  a  discussion  was  at  all  times  to  be  deprecated,  and 
t  was  to  be  hoped  that  the  honorable  gentleman  here- 
ifier  would  not  adopt  a  course  calculated  to  provoke 
luch  a  discussion,    it  I  understand  him  correctly,  (said 


Mr.  T.,)  the  honorable  gentleman  commenced  his  re- 
marks by  saying  that,  whatever  may  have  been  the  fault 
of  the  Government,  it  was  evident  that  now  was  not  the 
time  to  inquire  into  the  causes  which  have  produced  the! 
unfortunate  state  of  things  in  Florida.  He  believed, 
however,  that  it  was  due  to  his  constitutents  that  the  In- 

Jiuiry  should  be  made,  but  that  inauiry  ought  to  be  left 
or  another  occasion;  and,  sir,  (saia  Mr.  T.,)  for  the  last 
two  or  three  days,  whenever  this  subject  has  been  be- 
fore the  House,  the  honorable  gentleman  has  repeatedly 
stated,  and  with  grttX  emhpasis,  too,  that  the  citizens  of 
Florida  have  been  placed  in  their  present  unfortunate 
situation  by  the  acts  of  this  Government,  and  without 
any  fault  of  their  own.  Mr.  T.  said  if  he  voted  for  the 
resolution,  he  should  not  do  so  because  he  believed  the 
Executive  justly  chargeable  with  any  the  slightest  omis- 
sion of  duty,  or  because  be  supposed  the  citizens  of 
Florida  had  any  peculiar  claims. 

[Mr.  Whiti  explained.  He  did  not  say  that  any  fault 
rested  with  the  Government  or  its  Departments.  He 
said  they  had  taken  every  measure  they  could  sinee  the 
hostilities  had  broken  out.  He  was  not  prepared  to 
speak  of  any  thing  before  that,  but  it  was  due  to  his 
constituents  that  investigation  should  be  made.] 

Mr.  TvaaiLi.  said  that,  af^er  what  had  fallen  from  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Florida  during  this  debate, 
taken  in  connexion  with  the  attack  made  by  his  colleague 
[Mr.  GsAVoia]  upon  the  administration,  if  he  were  to 
vote  for  the  resolution  without  giving  any  explanation, 
it  mig^t  be  construed  into  a  tacit  admission  that  there 
was  some  foundation  for  the  charges  which  have  been 
preferred  against  the  executive  department  of  the 
Government.  Mr.  T.  felt  as  much  sympathy  for  the 
sufferers  as  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Florida,  and 
would  go  as  far  as  any  gentleman  to  extend  to  them  that 
prompt  and  efficient  relief  which  their  peculiar  situation 
demands)  but  he  should  not  vote  for  the  resolution  be- 
cause he  supposed  that  the  Government  was  in  fault,  or 
because  he  believed  the  situation  of  the  citizens  of 
Florida  to  be  such  as  to  place  them  in  a  relation  to  the 
Government  different  from  that  of  all  other  pioneers 
along  our  western  frontiers,  whose  spirit  of  enterprise 
has  stimulated  them,  with  the  hope  of  gain,  to  press  their 
settlements  into  the  wilderness,  where  savage  tribes  still 
linger.  They  locate  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  hard- 
ships and  privations,  of  the  difficulties  and  dangers  they 
have  to  encounter)  they  are  all  alike  entitled  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Government,  and  the  citizens  of  Florida 
had  no  peculiar  claims  over  other  pioneers. 

Mr.  T.  said  the  House  ought  not  to  act  upon  the  im- 
pulse of  the  moment,  without  some  investigation.     He 
apprehended  that  the  true  state  of  things  in  Floridairas 
not  correctlv  understood.     He  believed  that  the  numer- 
ical strength  of  the  hostile  force  was  greatly  overrated. 
It  would  be  found  that,  instead  of  having  been  remiss, 
the  Executive  had  done  more,  much  more,  than  the  ex- 
igencies seemed  to  require.     Long  since,  and  before 
any  serious  apprehensions  were  entertained,  even  in 
Florida,  that  there  would  be  any  hostile  movements  by 
the  Seminoles,  fourteen  companies  of  regular  troops 
were  placed  at  the  disposal  of  General  Clinch.    In  ad- 
dition to  this,  that  officer  was  authorized  by  the  Presi- 
dent to  call  upon  the  Governor  of  Florida  for  any  force 
which  might  be  neceanry  to  meet  any  emergency,  and, 
by  a  prompt  and  decisive  blow,  to  put  an  effectual  ter- 
mination to  hostilities,  should  the  Indians  attempt  to 
make  war  upon  the  inhabitants.    Orders  had  also  been 
given  to  call  upon  the  Governors  of  Georgis,  Alabams, 
and  South  Carolina,  for  any  additional  force  that  might  be 
required.  The  time  haa  been  when  seven  hundred  undis- 
ciplined militia,  under  a  skilful  commander,  contended 
successfully  against  this  very  tribe  of  Indians;  and  Mr. 
T.  said,  from  the  best  information  he  could  obtain,  be 
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wai  ntli&ed  that  |a  the  battto  of  Wytbbeooehee  then 
were  treops  enough  in  light  to  he?e  gmined  a  deciiiTe 
victory,  a  victory  which  would  have  ^ut  an  end  to  the 
wart  but,  for  aome  caxise  or  olher»  the  militia  did  not  croia 
the  aoiall  creek  which  leparatcd  them  from  the  battle 
ground.  They  remaindcd  idle  apectatora  of  Ihe  bloody 
conteat.  There  haa  (laid  Mr.  T. )  been  no  fault,  I  repeat, 
no  omiiaion  of  duty,  on  the  part  of  the  Executive.  All 
haa  been  done,  and  more  than  could  have  been  expected 
or  required.  If  oenaure  ii  merited,  it  ouiat  reat  elae» 
where,  and  not  on  the  Executive.  In  voting  for  the 
reiolution,  he  would  do  lo  becauie  he  believed  that  the 
relief  aaked  for  abould  be  granted,  in  all  catea  where 
ciliscna  have  been  expelled  from  their  homea  and  made 
pennilen  by  any  hoatile  force. 

Mr.  HARPEB  could  not  permit  himaelf  to  doubt  that 
thii  reaolution  would  paaa  unanimoualy,  and  he  waa  aa- 
tonished  that  any  thing  like  party  diacunion  should  have 
grown  out  of  auch  a  aabject  ai  thia.  He  would  not*atop 
to  inquire  who  waa  right  or  who  waa  wrong.  He  aaked 
If  it  could  be  poaaible  that,  while  they  tat  there  aa  a  le* 
giiUlive  body,  voting  public  money  for  \9mtB  which 
happened  twenty  yean  ago^  they  could  refute  relief  in 
thii  caae?  He  hofjed  the  vote  would  be  taken  without 
any  further  diaouiaion.  If  a  precedent  waa  wanted,  it 
would  be  found  in  a  vote  given  sreatcrday,  to  pay  a  man 
for  a  bam  which  wat  burnt  in  Virginia,  by  the  enemy, 
twenty  yean  agot  and  could  the  Houte  heaitate  to  vote 
for  the  relief  of  theae  women  and  children  f 

Mr.  REYNOLDS,  of  Ultnoit,  then  moved  the  previoua 
queition. 

Mr.  PARKS  raited  the  queation  of  order,  whether 
the  retokition,  being  one  of  appropriation,  mutt  not 
paat  through  the  formt  necetsary  for  all  appropria- 
tiona,  vis:  that  it  could  not  be  patted  on  the  day  of  itt 
introduction,  and  mutt  fint  be  considered  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

The  CHAIR  decided  otherwite,  on  the  ground  that 
it  waa  not  an  original  appropriation,  but  directed  the 
application  of  a  aum  of  money  already  appropriated; 
whereupon, 

Mr.  PARKS  appealed  from  the  dccition  of  the  Chairi 
and,  after  a  few  wordt  from  Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York, 
in  aupport  of  the  Cbair'i  decision,  and  Mr.  PARKS 
againtt  it,  the  decition  of  the  Speaker  wu  auttaioed  by 
the  House. 

The  previous  question  was  then  seconded:  ayes  95, 
noes  56 {  and  the  main  question,  which  waa  on  the  en- 
grossment of  the  resolution  aa  modified  and  amended, 
was  then  ordered  to  be  put;  and  on  the  main  question 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  asked  for  the  yeaa  and  naytt  which 
were  ordered,  and  the  retult  was:  Yeat  178,  naya  14,  as 
follows: 

Yaia— Metsn.  John Q.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman 
Allen,  Anthony,  Ash,  Ashley,  Banks,  Deale,  Bean, 
Beaumont,  Bockee,  Bond,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Bovee, 
Boyd,  Briggs,  Brown,  Bunch,  John  Calhoon,  William 

B.  Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  Caaey,  Qeorge  Chamben, 
John  Chambers,  Chane^,  Chapman,  Cluipin,  Childs, 
Clark,  Cleveland,  Cof&e,  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig, 
Cramer,  Crane,  Cuahing,  Cushman,  Davis,  Denny, 
Dickerson,  Dickson,  Dunlap,  Efner,  Evans,  Ever- 
ett,   Fairfiekl,    Farlin,    Fowler,    French,   Fry,    Philo 

C.  Fuller,  William  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Rice  Garhind, 
Gillet,  Glatoock,  Graham,  Granger,  Grantland,  Gravet, 
Grayaon,  Grennell,  Haley,  Joteph  Hall,  Hiland  Hall, 
Hamer,  Hannegan,  Harper,  Samuel  S.  Harriaon,  Hew- 
kins.  Hay  net,  Htzeltine,  Hendenon,  Hietter,  Hoar, 
Holsey,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt, 
Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  William 
Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  Janes,  Jose|>h  Johnson, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnton,  Beigamin  Jonet, 
Jodaon,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Rinnard,  Klingenamitb,  Lane, 


Laming,  Lapierte,  Lawkr,  G.  Lee^  J.  Lee,  T.  Lee, 
Luke  Lea,  Eincola^  Logan,  Love,  Lyen,  Abijih  Hbm, 
Job  Mann,  Manning,  Motet  MaaoA,  SaiHoa  Mm, 
Maury,  May,  McComat,  McKenaan,  McKeoa,  UcKo^ 
Mercer,  Miller,  MiUigan  Morgan,  Morrit,  MaMaib«|, 
Owent,  Page,  Parker,  Patteraon,  Detee  J.  Pieate, 
J.  A.  Pcaroe,  Pettigrew,  Phelpt,  Pbiifips,  Piackiq, 
Pottt,  Reed,  Reocher,  John  Beynokls,  Joseph  Beyi- 
oldt,  Ripley,  Roaae,  Rogert,  RoaieU,  Soheack,  Stf- 
mour,  A.'  H.  Shepperd,  Shieldt,  Shinn,  Slide,  SkaM, 
Smith,  Spangler,  Sprague,  Standefer,  Stack,  Stonr, 
Sutherhind,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  John  Thotsson,  Tooat, 
Towns,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Vinton,  Wagener,  Wei 
well,  Washington,  Webater,  Weeka,  White,  Whittloef, 
Lewis  Williama,  Wiae— 17S. 

Natb— Meatn.  CampbeU,  Dromgodie,  JaneiGAM 
Griffin,  Hammond,  Hardin,  Jarvia,  UqFaU.  McLeae, 
Parka,  Patton,  R6bertton,  Waddy  Thompson,  Sbemd 
WiUiama-^14. 

So  the  reaolution  waa  ordered  to  be  engnt^M 
the  tame  having  been  engrosted,  waa  thenrM  the  M 
time  and  paaaed. 

Ac^ourned. 

MosBAT,  FaamvAmT  1. 
SLAVERY  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Thia  being  petition  day,  the  Houae  resumed,  n  tit 
unfinished  business,  the  conaideratioii  of  the  ototiois 
Mr.  Cosniie,  of  Maasachuaetts^  that  the  petitiasp» 
tented  by  him,  of  tundry  cttizent  of  Matsachuietts,  piff 
inf  the  abolition  of  alavery  and  the  slave  trade  m  ik 
District  of  Columbia,  be  received. 

Mr.  HAMMOND,  who  waa  entitled  to  the  floor,  rae 
and  aaid,  that  when  he  had  first  demanded  the  pret» 
nary  question  of  reoeption  on  the  presentment  of  »m» 
lar  petition  aome  weckt  ago^  it  wat  bit  hope  and  expR> 
tation  that  it  would  be  decided  without  debate.  Oi 
every  aubaequent  occaaion  when  he  had  felt  it  hii<h>tT 
to  make  a  aimilar  demand,  he  had  entertained  thestfc 
dcaire,  and  had  himself  refrained  from  takini;  wy^ 
in  the  diacumiona  whwh  had  ariaen.  It  was  obtioai,  hov- 
ever,  that  gentlemen  praaenting  tbeae  petitions  vei^ 
termlned  to  diacum  themi  and,  after  what  badoceuifN 
on  last  petition  day,  he  concluded  that  no  aocb  pc6<^ 
would  be  offered  to  the  Houte  hereafter,  wiihottttpie- 
liminary  apeech  aa  well  aa  motion.  Aa  much,  thciefm 
as  he  felt  indispoted  to  block  the  proceedings  of  tk 
Houte  on  thia  important  day,  be  thought  perbapt  be  m 
aa  well  aay  at  once  what  he  had  to  aay  on  this  n^J^J* 
ita  pretent  ttoge,  and  by  ao  doing  he  might  facilitate  » 
business  of  the  House. 

I  listened,  sir,  (said  Mr.  H.,)  with  much  plctai^J' 
theaddremof  the  gentleman  from  Masmchusetu  [v- 
CvsKiira]  who  presented  this  petition,  and  I  belie|< ' 
can  say  that  I  coneur  in  every  principle  which  be  at 
down.  I  am  aure  he  cannot  have  a  more  sacred  r^ 
for  the  inestimable  right  of  petition  than  I  ^*^ 
But,  really,  I  cannot  aee  what  the  diacussioaof  that  rig" 
can  have  to  do  with  the  queation  before  the  Howe* 

No  one  here  desires  to  *'paaa  a  law*'  depriviv 'jr 
people  of  the  right  of  peaceably  aasembling,  and  pi^ 
tionmg  for  a  redreas  of  grievanoes."    In  this  tff^ 


they  have  already  ao  aasembled.    They  have  pe 


itilioiK^ 


for  the  redreas  of  their  imaginary  grievaaccs.  *^JZ 
tition  haa  been  preaented  to  the  House.  Ita  coo^ 
have  been  atated.  If  it  had  been  requested,  the  peb^ 
itaelf  might  have  been  read  by  the  Clerk.  ^^^f^V^ 
in  full  poaaetMon  of  ita  character  and  ^J^-T?^,b- 
tionert  and  their  repreaentativea  have  V^'^^'^'^.^t 
part  without  «*  letor  hindmnce,"  and  ttitnovoorW^ 
perform  that  which  devohrea  on  ut.  We  oaay  refi^ 
receive  the  petition,  and  record  it  on  oor  joania»t 
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ye  may  receire  and  instantly  reject;  or  commit,  mnd,  on 
I  report,  reject  tlie  prayer  of  the  petitioners;  or  we  may 
^nt  their  prayer.  Any  of  these  courses  it  is  fully  com- 
letent  for  this  House  to  adopt;  and  none  of  them,  in  my 
»pinion,  impugn  in  the  slightest  degree  the  right  of  pe- 
ition  which  has  been  so  justly  denominated  **  sacred." 

I  think,  sir,  that  this  House  should  not  receive  the  pe- 
ilion,  and  that  is  the  course  which  I  suggest.  The  gen- 
leman  ssys  it  is  not  disrespectful  in  its  terms.  1  pass 
hat  by,  then.  But  1  think  we  should  not  receive  it  still, 
lecause  it  asks  us  to  do  what  we  have  no  constitutional 
»ower  to  dot  *nd  what,  if  we  had  the  power,  it  would 
>e  ruinous  to  a  large  portion  of  this  confederacy,  and  ul- 
imately  destructive  to  all  our  ins'itotions,  for  us  to  do. 

The  constitutional  power  to  abolish  slavery  and  the 
lave  trade  in  this  District  is  claimed  by  virtue  of  the 
ilause  which  gives  to  Congress  ■•exclusive  legislation" 
lere.  I  admit  at  once,  that  under  that  clause  Congress 
iss  full  power,  so  far  as  •'  legislation'*  is  concerned,  over 
bis  District,  except  where  it  is  limited  by  ihe  letter  or 
he  spirit  of  the  constitution  in  other  portions  of  that  in- 
trument,  or  by  the  contract  made  with  the  States  of 
Tirginia  and  Maryland  in  the  acts  of  cession  by  those 
itates.  As  this  point  has  been  ably  and  I  think  satis- 
actorily  discussed,  both  in  this  House  and  another  por- 
ion  of  the  Capitol,  I  will  only  glance  at  it  at  this  time, 
ill  the  powers  given  by  the  constitution  are  trust-pow- 
!rs,  and  should  be  construed  in  connexion  with  each 
ither,  and  in  reference  to  the  great  objects  they  were 
ntended  to  accomplish.  Now,  1  ask  if  any  member  of 
his  House — having  before  him  those  clauses  of  the  con- 
ttitution  forbidding  the  passage  of  laws,  even  by  the 
States,  to  prevent  the  arrest  of  "  persons  held  to  labor" 
n  the  other  States^forbidding  "Congress  to  take  pri- 
nxt  propert3%"  even  "  for  publie  uses,  without  just  com- 
pensation," and  recognising  slaves  as  property,  entitled 
iO  representation  only  aa  three  fifths,  and  not  as  persons 
entitled  to  full  representation— can  say  that  it  will  not 
l>e  a  violation  of  the  letter  and  the  whole  spirit  of  the  con- 
ititution  to  assume  the  power  which  you  are  now  called 
>nto  exercise?  As  much  a  violation  of  it  as  to  pass  an 
tx  pott  facto  law  or  bill  of  attainder  here? 

lask  gentlemen  if  they  believe  this  constitution  would 
ever  have  received  the  sanction  of  a  single  slave  State,  if 
it  had  been  suspected  for  a  moment  that  this  poa'er  was 
Kiven  to  Congress  by  it? 

But,  sir,  admitting  for  the  sake  of  argument  that  the 
constitution  places  no  limitation  to  the  power  of  <*  legis- 
lation" in  the  District  of  Columbia,  I  ask  how  far  that 
power  will,  of  itself,  extend?  Whst  are  ihe  great  ob- 
lects  of  all  human  legisUtion'  To  protect  life,  liberty, 
and  property.  Can  we,  under  this  definition,  assume 
the  power  wantonly  to  destroy  them?  It  is  true,  prop- 
erty is  sometimes  seized  ss  a  penalty  for  misdemeanors, 
and  liberty,  and  even  life,  are  forfeited  for  crimes.  But 
does  this  warrant  Congress,  or  any  legislative  body  in 
this  country,  at  its  free  will  and  pleaaure,  to  confiscate 
the  estate  of  a  peaceful  and  unoffending  citizen,  or  im- 
prison him,  or  take  away  his  life'  Sir,  monstrous  as  these 
propositions  are,  they  arc  not  more  monstrous,  nor  would 
^ney  be  more  fatal  in  their  consequences,  than  that  which 
these  petitioners  ask  us  now  to  adopt.  And  here  let  me 
ny,  in  answer  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
CnsHno,]  that  I  can  see  no  difference  between  the  con- 
■titutional  power  to  abolish  the  slave  trade,  and  the  pow- 
er to  abolish  slavery  itself.  If  the  slave  owner  Is  de- 
prived of  the  full  use  of  his  property,  unless  that  use  im- 
pairs the  right  of  others,  you  can  as'  well  deprive  him  of 
Ihe  property  itself.  The  principle  in  both  cases  is  the 
same.  But,  for  the  reasons  I  have  already  mentioned,  I 
will  not  dwell  on  this  branch  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  object  to  the  reception  of  these  peti- 
tions, in  the  next  place,  because  they  are  sent  here  by 
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persons  who  are  pursuing  a  systematic  plan  of  opera- 
tions Intended  to  subvert  the  institutions  of  the  South, 
and  which,  if  carried  into  effect,  must  desolate  the  fair- 
eat  portion  of  America,  and  dissolve  in  blood  the  bonds 
of  this  confederacy.  It  haa  been  said,  upon  this  floor, 
that  the  abolitionists  of  the  North  are  very  few  in  num- 
ber, and  of  so  little  influence  as  to  be  unworthy  of  our 
attention.  It  has  been  said  here,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
<they  constitute  a  majority  north  of  Mason  and  Dixon's 
line,  and  their  influence  is  ** tremendous."  Amid  this 
conflicting  testimony,  permit  me  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  some  important  facts  connected  with  the 
subject. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  during  this  session,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  course  which  has  been  taken  in  the  mat- 
ter, on  but  a  single  day  has  an  oppoKunity  occurred  for  a 
free  presentment  of  petitions  of  the  chsracter  of  that 
before  us.  On  that  day,  although  it  could  not  have 
been  expected  that  the  occasion  would  occur,  fif^y-eight 
of  these  petitions  were  presented,  a  number  conaider- 
ably  larger  than  the  average  number  presented  during 
the  last  four  sessions.  These  petitions  are  signed,  by 
between  seven  snd  eight  thousand  persons,  male  and  fe- 
male, some  of  them  signing  as  representatives  of  large 
societies.  I  have  been  informed  that  three  hundred  pe- 
titions of  this  kind  have  been  forwarded  to  Congress, 
and  I  do  not  doubt  the  fact.  If  they  are  as  numerously 
signed,  we  shall  have  the  names  of  some  forty  thousand 
persons  petitioning  Congress  at  this  session  to  abolish 
slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
This,  sir,  is  no  small  evidence  of  the  strength  of  the  ab- 
olition party. 

But  let  us  trace  the  history  of  the  formation  of  the  so- 
cieties to  which  I  have  alluded.  In  1833,  less  than  four 
years  sgo,  the  New  England  Anti-slavery  Society  was 
formed.  This  I  believe  was  the  first  society  of  this  kind 
crested  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  I  remember  well 
the  ridicule  with  which  it  was  covered  when  it  was 
known  that  it  had  been  formed  by  a  meeting  of  eleven 
persons.  Some  time  in  the  year  1833,  the  New  York 
Anti-slavery  Society  was  formed,  by  a  meeting  composed 
of  two-and-twenty  men,  and  two  females.  I  remember, 
also,  the  contempt  with  which  this  annunciation  was 
greeted;  but,  sir,  they  grew  in  spite  of  our  indifference 
and  contumely. 

On  the  4th  December,  1833,  at  a  convention  of  abo- 
litionists in  the  city  oT  Philadelphia,  the  great  American 
Anti-slavery  Society  wss  fornned,  and  a  bold  '*  declara- 
tion of  their  sentiments"  given  to  the  world.  They  an 
nouneed  that  '*all  slaves  should  instantly  be  set  free, 
*' without  compensation  to  their  ownersi"  **that  the 
paths  or  preferment,  of  wealth,  and  of  intelligence, 
ahould  be  as  widely  opened  to  them  as  to  persons  of  a 
white  complexion."  And  that,  to  effect  these  purposes, 
they  pledged  themselves  •'  to  organize  anti-slavery  ao- 
cieties  every  wheret"  "to  send  forth  sgents  to  remon- 
strate, warn,  and  rebuke;"  *<to  circulate  periodicals 
and  tracts;"  •*  to  enlist  the  pulpit  and  the  press;"  •<  to 
purify  the  churches  of  the  crime  of  slavery;"  and  *'to 
encourage  the  labor  of  freemen  rather  than  that  of 
slaves,  by  giving  a  preference  to  their  productions." 

From  this  moment  the  infection  spread  with  unparal- 
leled rapidity.  In  May  following  (1834)  there  were 
sixty  anti-slavery  societies.  By  May,  1835,  the  number 
had  increased  to  two  hundreid.  By  October,  1835,  it 
had  swollen  to  three  hundred.  And  by  a  document 
which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  purporting  to  be  a  *'  proteat  of 
the  American  Anti-slavery  Society"  against  certain  senti- 
ments expressed  on  this  subject  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  his  last  annual  message,  it  appears  Uiat 
there  were  known  to  be  three  hundred  and  fif^y  anti- 
slavery  societies  in  the  United  States  on  the  25th  day  of 
December  last. 
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Some  of  these  societies  contain  u  mftny  m  four  thou, 
mnd  members,  and  none  of  them  I  believe  less  than 
•  fifiy.  .On  a  fair  calculation.  It  may  be  presumed  that  not 
less  than  one  hundred  thousand  persons  in  the  non- 
slaveholding  States  are  united  in  these  societies,  and 
their  numbers  are  increasingly  daily  with  a  rapidity  almost 
beyond  conception— a  disciplined  corps,  who  have 
pled^d  life  and  fortune  to  the  g^reat  purpose  of  eman- 
cipation. 

That  the  spirit,  means,  purposes,  and  plans,  of  these 
societies  may  appear  more  fully,  I  will  refer  to  the  *<  Ad- 
dress of  the  American  Anti-slavery  Society,"  at  its  last 
annual  meetinf^,  which  I  have  in  my  hand,  and  ask  per- 
mission of  the  House  that  the  Clerk  may  read.(o) 

Here,  sir,  is  a  number  of  the  paper  entitled  **  Human 
Riffhts" — ^a  neat,  well-printed  sheet.  Here  are  several 
numbers  of  the  "  Anti-slavery  llecord,"  on  the  outside 
of  each  of  which  is  a  picture  representing  a  roaster  flog- 
ging naked  slaves,  and  each  of  which  contain  within 
pictures  equally  revolting.  Here  is  a  handful  of  the 
little  primer  called  the  '<  Slave's  Friend."  On  the  cov- 
ers and  within  each  of  these  are  also  pictures  calculated 
to  excite  the  feelings  and  to  nurture  the  incendiary 
spark  in  the  tender  bosom  of  the  child.  And  here»  sir, 
is  *'  The  Emancipator,"  a  large  and  handsome  paper. 
And  that  you  may  understand  the  spirit  and  principles 
which  it  inculcates,  I  will  read  to  the  House  a  paragraph 
from  a  number  dated  New  York,  November,  1835. 

••  7%«  ^//enta/iw.^William  Wcrtenbaker,  assisUnt 
.postmaster,  and  librarian  of  the  University  of  Virginia, 
•gives  notice  that  he  has  committed  to  the  flamea  a  copy 
of  Human  Rights  we  sent  him;  and  very  gravely  asks, 
*  Which  of  the  two  do  you  prefer — a  perpetuity  of 
■alavery,  or  a  dissolution  of  the  Union?'  The  latter,  we 
say,  by  all  odds,  if  we  must  choose.  We  are  for  union, 
but  not  with  slavery.  We  will  give  tbe  Union  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery,  if  noihingelse  will  gain  it{  but  if 
we  cannot  gain  it  at  all,  then  the  South  is  welcome  to  a 
dissolution— the  sooner  the  better.  The  slaveholders 
may  as  well  understand,  first  as  last,  that  'the  Union' 
may  have  other  uaes  to  them  than  that  of  a  lash  to  shake 
over  the  heads  of  northern  freemen." 

It  speaks  for  itself.  I  make  no  commentar}'.  Here,' 
sir,  is  a  pamphlet  called  the  **  Anti-slavery  Reporter," 
published  monthly,  I  believe,  by  this  society.  Here  ia  a 
**  Quarterly  Anti-slavery  Magazine,"  of  very  respectable 
size,  edited  by  Elizar  Wright*  Jr.  Here  is  a  pamphlet 
entitled  *'  Anti-slavery  Hymns,"  of  which  there  are 
nineteen.  They  purport  to  be  for  the  use  of  the 
'*  monthly  concerts  for  the  enslaved"  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  and  the  publication  of  a  more  copious  collection 
in  Boston  is  announced.  Here  is  a  small  bool  entitled 
"Juvenile  Poems."  It  contains,  besides  a  great  num- 
ber of  doggrel  articles  of  the  most  inflammatory  cha- 
racter, some  nine  or  ten  disgusting  prints;  all  of  which 
are  designed  *<  for  the  use  ot  free  American  children  of 
every  complexion."  Here  ia  a  pamphlet  written  by  a 
'*  Man  of  Color,"  and  here  are  a  quantity  of  sermons, 
essays,  reports,  letters,  &c.,  all  intended  for  the  same 
incendiary  purpoies. 

I  bold,  also,  m  my  hand,  that  most  powerful  engine 
in  party  warfare,  an  **  Anti-slavery  Almanac  for  1836." 
From  this  allow  me  to  read  two  short  extracts.  The 
following  will  show  the  political  tendency  of  thia  aboli- 
tion agitation:  '*  We  are  rewarding  sbveholders  for 
their  usurpation  and  injustice,  by  allowing  them  to  send 
twenty-five  Represenutivea  to  Congress  to  represent 
their  slave  property."  It  has  been  said  that  "  the  peti- 
tioners have  no  further  object  than  merely  to  wipe  from 
the  national  escutcheon  the  stain  affixed  to  it  by  permit- 
ting slavery  to  exist  at  the  seat  of  government  of  tbe 
United  States."  In  answer  to  thatiiliow  me  to  quote 
the  following  passage,  and  there  is  sevrvely  a  publica* 


tion  that  I  have  exhibited  here  to-day  in  vKicb  theuie 
sentiment  is  not  expressed:  **  Should  you  sboliih  ibfery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  alone,  it  would  han  the 
foundation  of  the  system  in  every  State  io  the  UdIob." 
Nor  is  this  work  without  ita  pictiire%  libelling  theiim- 
holders  with  their  vile  cancaturea.  To  illustrate  we 
fully  the  political  tendency  of  the  extraordinary  acit 
ment  on  this  subject,  although  1  do  not  intend  ostin 
occasion  to  discuss  that  branch  of  the  qoestion,  I  «il 
refer  the  House  to  an  extract  from  tbe  "Anti^Ufer; 
Circular,"  printed  at  Medina,  Ohio^  December,  183), 
which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  and  which  I  again  ssk  the  fa- 
vor of  the  House  to  permit  the  Clerk  to  resil.(&) 

Sir,  while  we  are  discussing  tbe  questioe  of  tbe  recep- 
tion of  these  petitions,  roovementa  are  making  it  tie 
North,  and  societiea  are  apringing  up  like  DiuiliroaBs. 
Here  are  tbe  proeeedinga  of  a  meeting  held  wiibifli 
few  weeks  paat  at  Lowell,  Massachusetts,  the  ceatie 
of  the  tariff'  interest,  at  which  waa  formed  a  "Toua; 
Men's  Anti-sUvery  Society,"  the  preamble  of  vboa 
constitution  I  will  read.(c)  Here  is  a  circubr,  datnl 
'•Pawtucket,  Rhode  Ishind,  January  12, 1836,"cftl&Bf 
a  "  Rhode  tshind  Antt-abvery  Convention,"  to  scet 
shortly  at  Providence.  It  is  signed  by  eight  bundred 
and  forty  persons.  I  will  read  ftom  it  the  following  re- 
markable passage,  from  which  it  may  be  seen  bow  deep 
the  roota  of  this  hostility  to  our  institutions  have  struck 
into  the  foundations  of  society. 

*<  Our  country  frjcnds  we  hope  will  attend  ss  noaer- 
ously  as  they  have  ai^ned  the  circular.  Tbe  weslthnd 
aristocracy  of  our  cities  are  againat  us.  They  sf npi- 
thizenot  with  "the  poor  and  needy,"  but  sriih  "tbe 
arrogant  and  him  of  high  looks."  Let  our  \a!mn 
men,  then»  the  mechanics  and  the  farmery  attend  tk 
convention.  They  can  easily  arrange  their  busnesB" 
as  to  make  it  convenient  to  be  in  Providence  at  thi 
time." 

Here,  sir,  is  the  prospectus  of  the  sixth  volume  of  (be 
"Liberator,"  published  at  Boston,  by  Isaac  Kiap^ 
Prefixed  to  it  is  an  incendiary  picture,  and  it  contin 
tbe  following  passage^  which  exhibits,  possibly  vkl 
some  exaggeration,  in  a  strong  point  of  view,  tbe  extert 
of  the  agitation  on  this  subject  througbout  tbe  IlOlHbr^ 
holding  States : 

"  The  sixth  volume  of  the  Liberator  coromeocesoB 
the  1st  of  January,  1836.  During  the  term  of  its  tvA- 
ence,  it  has  succeeded,  in  despite  of  calumny  and  strenf 
opposition,  in  dispelling  the  apathy  of  tbe  nation,  cKt- 
ting  an  extraordinary  and  most  auspicious  interest  w 
the  oppressed,  inducing  a  rigid  investigation  oi  tbe  no* 
ject,  and  aecuring  a  host  of  mortal  combatant?,  wbovc 
pledged  never  to  retreat  from  the  field.  The  wroif 
of  the  slaves—the  danger  of  keeping  them  lonftr  « 
bondage — ^the  duty  of  giving  them  immediate  freedoij- 
are  the  topics  of  conversation  or  discussion  in  all  dess- 
ting  societies — in  lyceums — in  stagea  and  **^"^**j] 
in  pulpits  and  in  periodicals—in  the  family  circie^  in 
between  a  man  and  his  friend.  The  current  of  PjJ 
sentiment  is  turning,  and  soon  it  will  roll,  t  iBipv 
river,  sweeping  away  in  ita  healthful  and  reststlevctreer 
all  the  pollutions  of  slavery." 

This  prospectus  is  accompanied  by  an  anonyinotts^Bi' 
munication,  for  which,  of  course,  I  cannot  vouch,  vo;^ 
statea  that  Doctor  Channing  has  softened  tbe  aipein? 
of  his  remarks  on  Thompson,  the  foreign  ^'*(''^^ 
missionary,  in  his  late  work  on  alavery.  l^at  it  b>^ ' 
consequence,  been  stereotyped  by  the  abolitiooists,  ti« 
that  the  demand  for  it  is  insatiable.  My  oollesgue,  l^' 
PicKxirs,]  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  tbe  ^^^^ 
made  an  allusion  to  Doctor  Channing,  which  drew  ir^ 
the  gentleman  from  Massaehusetu  who  siU  "^^ 
[Mr.  HoAB,]  a  warm  and  passionate eulogiom.  He* 
he  was  a  man  who  bad  stamped  his  genius  up°"  ^ 
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>ge  >  bein|^  almost  too  puro  for  such  a  world  m  this. 
[  do  not  wish  to  wound  the  feelingrs  of  that  gentleman, 
nor  those  of  any  friend  of  Doctor  Channing  on  this  floor, 
but  1  feel  compelled  to  speak  my  sentiments  respecting 
him  without  disguise  or  quslification.  I  have  heard  it 
iaid  of  him,  by  those  well  quali6ed  to  judge,  that  he  is 
I  man  of  superficial  learning,  a  literary  scavenger, 
whose  acquirements  constat  of  the  mere  oflTals  of  science, 
filched  frum  those  literary  shambles,  the  reviews  and 
magazines  of  Europe  and  America.  I  might  assume  too 
much,  were  I  to-  pronounce  this  condemnation  of  him 
here.  But  this  much  1  will  say,  that,  while  I  have  foun^ 
in  his  writings  many  pleasing  passages,  I  have  rarely 
met  with  any  thing  evincing  profoundness  or  origi- 
nality of  iliougiit.  I  have  glanced  my  eye  over  bis  last 
publication,  which  I  now  hold  in  my  hand,  and  seldom 
have  I  seen  so  puerile  a  prnduction  from  a  man  of  ordi- 
nary reputation.  It  exhibits  not  only  sbsmeful  igno- 
rance of  the  subject  of  which  he  treats,  but  he  has 
erected  a  tisstie  of  stale,  false,  shallow,  and  declamatory 
reasoning  eren  on  acknowledged  facts.  I  beg  lesve  to 
read  to  the  House  the  following  passsge: 

*'  How  far  the  obligation  to  conjugal  fidelity,  the  sa- 
credness  of  domestic  ties,  will  be  revered  amid  such 
temptations,  such  facilities  to  vice  as  are  involved  in 
sUvery»  needs  no  exposition;  so  terrible  is  Ihe  connex- 
ion of  crimes!  Tliey  who  invade  the  domestic  rights  of 
others  suflTer  in  their  own  houses.  The  liousehold  of 
the  slave  may  be  broken  up  arbitrarily  by  the  master; 
but  he  finds  his  revenge;,  if  revenge  be  asks,  in  the 
blight  which  the  msster's  unfaithfulness  sheds  over  his 
domestic  joys.  A  slave  country  reeks  with  licentious- 
ness: it  is  tainted  with  a  deadlier  pestilence  than  the 
plague."— Page  92. 

I  will  not  Inflict  a  review  of  this  work  on  the  House, 
but  I  must  be  allowed  to  say  that  he  has  not  only  enact- 
ed a  second  part  to  O'Connell,  but  also  to  Tsppan,  to 
Garrison,  Wright,  Knapp,  Thompson,  and  the  whole 
gang  of  abolition  orators  and  writers  on  both  sides  of 
the  Atlantic.  He  has  but  collected  and  compiled  their 
cant,  and  if  he  has  sometimes  used  better  English,  he 
has  not  added  to  its  force,  or  spirit,  or  dignity,  or  de- 
cency. The  terms  in  which  he  has  characterized  the 
morals  of  the  South  are  gross,  scandalous,  and  false. 
The  licentiousness  of  which  he  speaks  exists  only  in  the 
impurity  of  his  own  imagination;  and,  in  thus  calumnia- 
ting un,  he  has  exhibited  a  lowness  and  malignity  of 
mind  unworthy  of  a  scholar,  unworthy  a  divine,  and  un- 
worthy of  a  gentleman.  I  ask  pardon  of  the  House  for 
using  such  emphatic  language.  I  regret  to  use  it  to- 
wards any  peraon,  here  or  elsewhere;  but  when  a  man, 
and  particularly  a  man  of  reputation,  no  matter  how 
acquired,  lends  himself  to  the  purposes  of  Arthur  Tap- 
pan,  and  leagues  with  that  not  more  detested  monster, 
Murrell,  to  steep  our  land  in  blood,  and  cover  it  with 
ulies,  it  becomes  every  one  to  express,  in  plain  lan- 
guage, the  honest  indignation  of  his  hesrt. 

As  the  last  evidence  which  I  shall  ofi*er  of  the  extent 
of  excitement  at  the  North  upon  the  slave  question,  I 
will  read  the  following  extracts  from  a  letter  from  the 
western  part  of  the  State  of  New  York.  It  is  dated  12th 
of  January,  1836.  The  writer  of  it  is  a  gentleman  who 
lias  been  a  close  and  shrewd  observer  of  events  passing 
sround  him.  He  is  a  man  of  talents  and  of  strict  integ- 
rityi  snd  is  one  who  has  done  and  suffered  something 
for  his  country.     He  says: 

'*The  madness  which  influences  our  northern  people 
on  the  subject  of  slsvery  is  well  calculated  to  fill  the 
•totitest  with  dismay.  The  spirit  which  followed  the 
V  tics  and  Peterboro'  convention  of  abolitionists  has  totally 
changed  the  question  ft^m  that  of  the  emsncipation  of 
the  slave  to  that  of  the  continuance  of  the  Union.*' 


*'  The  North  is  now  laboring  to  unite  her  people  against 
you.  The  effort  is  immense  and  continual.  I'he  en- 
closed anti-slavery  pamphlets  and  some  *  Emancipators' 
were  distributed  at  a  Presbyterian  prayer  meeting  in  my 
neighborhood  the  other  day,  by  the  president  of  the  anti- 
slavery  society  of  this  county,  and  were  handed  to  me 
by  the  deacon  of  the  church,  through  the  hands  of  one 
of  the  men  in  my  employ.  The  object  is  to  unite  the 
northern  people  in  hatred  of  the  people  of  the  South, 
by  false  representations  of  the  condition  of  their  slaves, 
and  by  charges  of  cruelty,  immorality,  and  irreligion.  I 
endeavor  to  convince  my  neighbors  that  these  pamphlets 
sre  false  in  every  particular,  and  that,  if  they  join  in  the 
cry  of  abolition,  they  must  partake  of  the  enormous  sin 
of  bringing  on  a  civil  war,  of  destroying  our  Union,  and 
of  causing  a  renewal  of  the  horrors  of  St.  Domingo. 
And  for  what  do  they  labor  to  bring  on  their  country  and 
their  fellow-citizens  of  the  South  these  dreadful  cahimi-^ 
ties?  It  is  for  the  liberty  of  the  slave;  snd  in  gaining 
that  liberty,  or  in  the  attempt,  they  inevitably  lose  their 
own.  But  this  view  has  no  weight;  the  effort  to  free 
your  slaves  will  be  made;  and  Congress  will  be  the  ulti- 
mate scene  of  the  struffgle.  Our  next  elections  will 
mainly  turn  on  this  question,  unless  you  settle  it  now  and 
forever;  that  is,  before  this  session  expires.  If  you  sd- 
journ  without  so  settling  it,  you  will  have  to  resort  to  the 
bayonet  to  adjust  it." 

[Mr.  Gbavoik  and  Mr.  Lxs,  of  New  York,  demanded 
the  name  of  the  author.     Mr.  H.  said,  I  cannot  give  it. 
I  will  vouch  for  his  character.     But  such  is  the  slate  of 
society  around  him,  I  fear  it  would  prove  dangerous,  if 
not  fatal  to  him,  to  disclose  his  nsme.] 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  believe  what  I  have  just  read.  Sir, 
there  can  no  longer  be  a  doubt  of  the  deep,  pervading, 
uncontrollable  excitement  which  shakes  the  free  Statea 
on  this  subject,  nor  of  the  energ}'and  power  with  which 
the  abolitionists  are  pressing  their  mad  and  fatal  schemes. 
Every  mail  from  the  North  brings  fresh  news  of  sgita- 
tion;  every  breeze  is  tainted  with  it.  It  spreads  like  wild- 
fire in  the  prairies,  and  throws  its  red  glare  up  to  heaven, 
that  all  may  see  while  it  sweeps  with  resistless  fury  every 
thing  before  it.  I  call  on  every  slaveholder  in  this  House, 
and  in  this  country,  to  mark  its  fearful  progress,  and  pre- 
pare to  meet  it.  He  who  falters  here  or  elsewhere,  he 
who  shrinks  from  taking  the  highest  and  the  boldest 
ground  at  once,  is  a  traitor!  A  traitor  to  his  native  soil! 
A  traitor  to  the  memory  of  those  from  whom  he  has  in- 
herited his  rights!  A  traitor  to  his  helpless  offspring, 
who  call  upon  him  for  protection!  And  on  his  head  be 
the  blood  which  his  treachery  or  cowardice  may  cause 
to  flow. 

Allow  me  now,  sir,  to  exsmine  more  closely  the  real 
deaigns  of  thoae  abolitionists,  the  means  by  which  they 
will  attempt  to  eflTect  them,  and  the  probable  result. 
Their  designs  are  very  succinctly  stated  in  the  volume 
which  I  hoMl  in  my  hand.  It  is  a  treatise  on  this  subject, 
entitled  **  Jay's  Inquiry/'  written  by  IVillism  Jay,  a 
judge,  I  believe,  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  a  son — 
a  most  degenerate  son— of  the  distin^iished  John  Jay. 
More  than  five  thousand  copies  of  this  work,  I  am  toid, 
have  been  sokl.  He  says,  **  the  society  aimed  at  effect- 
ing the  following  objects,  viz: 

«<  1st.  The  immediate  abolition  of  alavery  throughout 
tbe  United  States. 

«<2d.  As  a  necessary  consequence,  the  suppresaiQi) 
of  the  American  slave  trade. 

<*3d.  The  ultimate  elevation  of  the  black  population 
to  an  equality  with  the  white,  in  civil  and  religious  privi- 
leges."—P.  141. 

Sir,  the  abolition  of  slavery  can  be  expected  to  be  ef- 
fected in  but  three  ways:  through  the  medium  of  the 
slaveholder— or  the  Goreromcnt— or  the  ilavea  tbcm- 
felfct. 
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I  think  I  may  say  that  any  appeal  to  the  slaveholders 
will  be  in  vain.  In  the  whole  history  of  the  question  of 
emancipation,  in  Europe  or  America,  I  do  not  remember 
a  dozen  instances  of  masters  freeing^  their  slaves,  at  least 
durinfif  their  own  lifetime,  from  any  qualms  of  conscience. 
If  they  are  seized  with  these  qualms,  they  usually  sell 
their  slaves  first,  and  then  give  in  their  adhesion  to  the 
cause,  as  has  been  the  case  with  some  whom  I  could 
mention. 

The  abolitionist  can  appeal  only  to  the  hopes  or  fears 
or  interest  of  the  slaveholder,  to  induce  him  to  emanci- 
pate his  slaves.  So  far  as  our  hopes  are  concerned,  I 
believe  I  can  say  we  are  perfectly  satisfied.  We  have 
been  bom  and  bred  in  a  slave  country.  Our  habits  are 
accommodated  to  them,  and  so  far  as  we  have  been  able 
to  observe  other  states  of  society  abroad,  we  see  nothing 
to  invite  us  to  exchange  our  own;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
every  thing  to  induce  us  to  prefer  it  above  all  othen. 

As  to  our  fearn,  1  know  it  baa  been  said  by  a  distin- 
guished Virginian,  and  quoted  on  this  floor,  "  that  the 
fire  bell  in  Richmond  never  rings  at  night,  but  the  mother 
presses  her  infant  more  closely  to  her  breast,  in  dread  of 
servile  insurrection."  Sir,  it  is  all  a  flourish.  There 
may  be  nervous  men  and  timid  women,  whose  imagina- 
tions are  haunted  with  unwonted  fears,  among  u?,  as 
there  are  in  all  communities  on  earth}  but  in  no  part  of 
the  world  have  men  of  ordinary  firmness  less  fear  of 
danger  from  their  operatives  than  we  have.  The  fires 
which  in  a  few  years  have  desolated  Normandy  and  An- 
jou,  the  great  machine  burning  in  the  heart  of  England, 
the  bloody  and  eternal  struggles  of  the  Irish  Catholics, 
and  the  mobs  which  for  some  years  past  have  figured  in 
the  northern  States,  burning  convents,  tearing  down 
bouses,  spreading  dismay  and  ruin  through  their  cities, 
and  even  taking  life,  are  appropriate  illustrations  of  the 
peace  and  aecurity  of  a  community  whose  laborers  are 
all  free.  On  the  other  hand,  during  the  two  hundred 
years  that  slavery  has  existed  in  this  country,  there  has, 
1  believe,  been  but  one  seftous  insurrection,  and  that  one 
very  limited  in  its  extent. 

The  appeal,  however,  to  our  interest,  is  that  which 
might  appear  to  promise  much  success;  for  whatever  it 
is  the  interest  of  a  community  to  do,  that  (sooner  or  la- 
ter) it  will  be  sure  to  do.  if  you  will  look  over  the 
world,  you  will  find  that  in  all  those  countries  where 
slavery  has  been  found  unprofitable,  it  has  been  abolished . 
In  northern  latitudef,  where  no  great  sgricultural  staple 
is  produced,  and  where  care,  skill,  and  a  close  economy, 
enter  largely  into  the  elements  of  production,  free  labor 
has  been  found  more  valuable  than  that  of  slaves.  You 
will  there  find  labor  usually  exe1«iaed  in  small  combine* 
tionf»,  under  the  immediate  eye  of  a  watchful  and  frugal 
master.  I  iipeak  more  particularly  of  those  who  cultivate 
the  soil  I  but  the  large  masses  or  mechanical  operatives 
who  are  brought  together  form  no  exception  to  the  prin- 
ciple. They  are  classified.  There  is  an  accurate  division 
of  their  labor;  each  branch  of  it  requires  peculiar  art, 
and,  in  the  higher  departments,  a  degree  of  skill  must  be 
attained,  to  produce  which,  stronger  stimulants  are  ne- 
cessary than  can  be  ordinarily  applied  to  slavea. 

In  such  countries  the  dominant  classes  have  also  found 
it  to  their  advantage  to  permit  each  individual  to  accu- 
mulate for  himself,  and  to  deprive  him  of  a  portion  of 
his  eamingSy  safficient  for  their  purposes,  through  the 
operations  of  the  Government.  Hence  the  partial 
emancipation  of  the  serfs  of  the  continent  of  Europe; 
hence  the  abandonment  of  villeinsge  in  England;  and 
hence  the  emancipation  of  slavea  in  the  free  States 
of  this  Union.  But  in  southern  latitudes,  where  great 
agricultural  ataples  are  produced,  and  where  not  only 
a  large  combination  of  labor  under  the  direction  of 
one  head  is  required,  but  it  is  also  neceasary  that  the 
connexion  between  the  operetiTQS  and  that  head  shouM 


be  absolute  and  indissoluble,  domestic  thverT  is  in£s* 
pensable.  To  such  a  country  it  is  as  natursl  as  the  cliee 
itself— aa  the  birds  and  beasts  to  which  that  cfimte  b 
congenial.  The  camel  loves  tlie  desert;  the  rRodm 
seek?  everlasting  snows;  the  wild  fowl  gathrrtodie 
waters;  and  the  eagle  wings  bis  flight  above  the  men- 
tains.  It  is  equally  the  order  of  I'roTidence  that  ibfm 
should  exist  among  a  planting  people,  beneath  a  w^ 
em  sun.  There  the  laborer  must  become  a  fixtort  of 
the  soil.  His  task  is  not  from  day  to  day,  nor  im 
month  to  month;  but  from  season  to  sesson,  and  fna 
year  to  year.  He  must  be  there  to  dear,  to  break,  to 
plant,  to  till,  to  gather,  to  fiillow,  and  to  clear  ^, 
and  he  must  be  kept  there  by  a  never>ceasin|if,  tinaToi^ 
able,  and  irreaiatible  force.  The  aystem'of  <•  strikes"  la 
universally  practised  in  all  other  kinds  of  labor,  voiU 
desolate  a  planting  ccMntry  in  five  years.  If,  in  tk 
heat  of  the  crop,  when  the  loss  of  one  or  two  dajs  em 
may  irreparably  ruin  it,  the  laborers  wrH  to  abuidn 
the  fields  and  demand  higher  wagea,  the  owner  vosU 
have  no  other  allemattve  than  to  say  to  them,  "  vork, 
and  take  enough  to  satisfy  youraelves"— which  woaH, 
of  course,  be  all.  Sir,  it  ia  not  the  interest  of  the  plu'- 
ers  of  the  South  to  emancipate  their  slates,  and  it  tern 
can  be  shown  to  be  so. 

Slavery  ia  said  to  be  an  evil;  that  it  impoferishettk 
people,  and  destroys  their  morals.  If  it  be  an  evil,  itii 
one  to  us  alone,  and  we  are  contented  with  it^tl? 
should  others  interfere?  But  it  ia  no  evil.  On  the  e« 
trary,  I  believe  it  to  be  the  greatest  of  all  the  gitu 
blessings  which  a  kind  Providence  has  bestowed  spot 
our  glorious  region.  For  without  it,  our  fertile  soil  tfo 
our  fructifying  climate  would  have  been  giventousinnir. 
And  as  to  its  impoveriahing  and  demoralizing  influeacr, 
the  simple  and  irreaiatible  answer  to  that  ia,  that  the  te- 
tory  of  the  short  period  during  which  we  hate  enjojd 
it  has  rendered  our  southern  country  proverbial  for  A 
wealth,  its  genius,  and  ita  manners. 

Failing,  as  the  abolitioniats  muat  do,  in  every  appeal  l< 
the  slaveholder,  let  us  see  with  what  probability  of  »c 
cess  they  can  call  upon  the  Government  to  emaacipiK 
our  negroes.  There  are  about  2,300,000  shreiattlii 
moment  in  the  United  States,  and  their  annual  iocmie 
is  about  60,000.  Sir,  even  the  British  Government  (U 
not  dare  to  emancipate  the  slavea  of  its  enalared  Wot 
India  subjects  without  aome  compensation.  They  gin 
them  about  sixty  per  cent,  of  their  value.  It  cooU 
scarcely  be  expected  that  this  Government  voi^l^ 
dertske  to  free  our  slaves  without  paying  for  (hew.  Ton* 
value,  at  $400,  average,  (and  they  are  now  worth  in^ 
than  that,)  would  amount  to  upwards  of  nine  bondm 
millions.  The  value  of  their  annual  increase,  fkstt  • 
twenty-four  millions  of  dollars;  so  that  to  free  thes 
in  one  hundred  yeara,  without  the  expense  of  tst'Df 
them  from  the  country,  would  require  an  annual  ipp^' 
priation  of  between  thirty-three  and  thirty-four  m^ 
of  dollars.     The  thing  ia  physically  impossible. 

But  it  is  impossible  for  another  reason:  the  ojJ^ 
this  House  undertakes  to  legislate  upon  this  lobject,  i 
dissolves  tlie  Union.  Should  it  be  my  fortune  to  wt 
a  seat  upon  this  floor,  I  will  abandon  it  the  in»taflt  t^ 
first  decisive  atep  is  taken,  looking  towards  leK<»' 
tion  on  this  subject.  I  will  go  home  to  preach,  aodin 
can,  to  practiae,  disunion,  and  civil  war,  i^  "^^^'^ 
revolution  must  ensue,  and  this  republic  sink  in  blow- 

The  only  remaining  chance  for  the  abolitioniiislo*^' 
ceed  in  their  nefarious  schemes  will  be  by  appeal^^  \ 
the  slavea  themselves;  and,  aay  what  they  will.  tii»  » 
the  great  object  at  which  they  aim.    Forlhn»r«JJ 
their  meetinga,  publications,  lecture%  and  n*'^*"^L 
excite  a  servile  insurrection,  and»  in  the  langua^  o| 
miscreant  Thompson,  Xo  "teach  the  slave  !»  co-  ' 
nuster'a  throat."    This  will  be  no  t^  ift^^   ^'^'  '* 
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proverb,  tlutt  no  humtn  being  it  perfectly  contented 
ith  his  lot,  and  it  may  be  true  that  some  strolling  emis- 
.ry  ntay  extract,  occanonally,  complaints  from  southern 
aves,  and  spread  them  before  the  world.  But  such  in 
ances  are  rare.  •  As  a  cltss,  I  say  it  boldly,  there  is  not 
happier,  more  contended  race  upon  the  face  of  the 
irth.  I  have  been  born  and  brought  up  in  the  midst 
r  them,  and,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  snd  experience 
xtend,  I  should  say  they  have  every  reason  to  be  happy, 
.ightly  tasked,  well  clothed,  well  fed — fsr  better  than 
he  free  laborers  of  any  country  in  the  world,  our  own 
nd  those  perhaps  of  the  other  States  of  this  confederacy 
lone  excepted — their  lives  and  persons  protected  by 
he  law,  all  their  sufferings  alleviated  by  the  kindest 
nd  most  interested  care,  and  their  domestic  afTections 
herished  and  maintained,  at  least  so  far  as  I  have  known, 
ifith  conscientious  delicacy. 

A  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams]  has  in- 
reduced  upon  this  floor  the  abolition  cant  of  wives  and 
lusbands,  parents  and  children,  torn  from  each  other's 
irms,  and  separated  forever.     Such  scenes  but  rarely, 
rery  rarely,  happen.     I  do  not  believe  such  separations 
ire   near  so  common  smong  slaves,  as  divorces  are 
UDong  white  persons,  where  they  can  be  with  much 
facility  obtained.      I  am  very  sure  that  children  and 
parenta  do  not  so  often  part  as,  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  emigration  in  this  country,  tliey  do  among  the  freest 
and  proudest  of  our  land.     Sir,  our  slaves  are  a  peace- 
ful, kind-hearted,  and  affectionate  racei  satisfiea  with 
their  lot,  happy  in  their  comforts,  and  devoted  to  their 
masters.     It  will  be  no  easy  thing  to  seduce  them  from 
their  fidelity.    But  if,  by  an  artful  and  deluaive  appeal 
to  his  excited  passions,  the  abolitionist  should  succeed 
in  drawing  the  slave  into  his  fiendish  purposes,  our 
never-sleeping  watchfulness  would  speedily  detect  eveiy 
conspiracy  that  might  be  formed.     OQr  habits  in  this 
respect  have  become  a  second  instinct.     Our  vigilance 
is  as  prompt  and  personal  as  our  courage^-as  faithful 
a  guardian,   and  not  more  troublesome.      It  does  not 
arise  from  fear,  but  from  the  fact  that  we  ourselves, 
to  a  great  extent,  constitute  our  own  police,  snd,  in 
guarding  against  minor  evils,  will  not  fail  to  discover 
every  danger  of  great  magnitude.     Such  has  been  snd 
Mich  will  always  be  the  case.     Everv  insurrection  which 
has  yet  been  meditated^and  there  have  been  but  very 
few— when  not  discovered  by  some  faithful  slave,  has 
been  soon   discovered  by  the  whites,  the  unfortunate 
occurrence  at  Southampton  only  excepted — if  that  can 
be  called  an  insurrection  which  was  the  bloody  outbreak- 
ing of  six  drunken  wretches. 

Sir,  I  believe  that  every  appeal  to  the  slave  to  assist, 
through  the  horrid  process  of  burning  and  assassination, 
in  his  own  emancipation,  much  as  it  is  (in  secret  at  least) 
clierished,  will  be  without  success.  I  feel  firmly  con- 
vinced that,  under  any  circumstances,  and  by  any  means, 
emancipation,  gradual  or  immediate,  is  impoisible. 
We  may  be  disturbed  In  our  comforts,  harassed,  injured, 
perhaps  some  partial  sufferings  msy  be  the  consequences 
of  iheir  mad  and  savage  projects}  but  slavery  can  never 
be  abolished.  The  doom  of  Ham  has  been  branded  on 
the  form  and  features  of  liis  African  descendants.  The 
hand  of  fate  has  united  his  color  and  his,  destiny.  Man 
cannot  separate  what  God  hath  joined. 

But,  Ml!.  Speaker,  admitting  for  a  moment  that  the 

abolitionist  could  accomplish  all  his  objects.    Suppose 

tlie  bonds  of  the  slave  were  broken  peacefulljr,  and  he 

vas  turned  loose  to  choose  his  life  ana  occupation  on  the 

face  of  the  earth,  what  would  probably   be  his  sctual 

•tate?    Sir,  we  have  some  experience  on  this  subject. 

I  hold  in  my  hand  a  paper  containing  an  account  of  the 

•ituation  of  a  colony  of  free  blacks  in  Brown  county,  in 

Ohio,  which  I  ask  permission  for  the  Clerk  to  read.  (J) 

Such,  sir,  are  the  blessed  fruits  of  abolition  i  and  to 


make  such  miserable  and  degraded  wretches  as  these 
are  we  called  on  to  give  up  our  happy,  industrious,  and 
useful  slaves— to  strike  out  of  existence  nine  hundred 
millions  of  active  and  inestimsble  capital,  and  impover- 
ish and  desolate  the  fairest  region  of  the  globe.  But  it 
is  said  that  this  is  the  dark  side  of  the  picture,  and  that 
emancipation,  *^  gradual  emancipation,"  would  produce 
far  better  consequences.  Although  I  aD\  perfectly  sat- 
isfied that  no  human  process  can  elevate  the  black  man 
to  an  equality  with  the  white — admitting  that  it  could  be 
done — are  we  prepared  for  the  consequences  which  then 
must  follow?  Are  the  people  of  the  North  prepared  to 
restore  to  them  two  fifths  of  their  rights  of  voters,  snd 
place  their  political  power  on  an  equalitpr  with  their  own? 
Are  we  prepared  to  see  them  mingling  m  our  legislation? 
Is  any  portion  of  this  country  prepared  to  see  them  enter 
these  halls  an^  take  their  seats  by  our  sides,  in  perfect 
equality  with  the  white  representstivesof  an  Anglo-Sax- 
on race — to  see  them  fill  that  chair— to  see  them  placed 
at  the  heads  of  your  Departmentsi  or  to  see,  perhaps, 
some  Othello,  or  Toussaint,  or  Boyer,  gifted  with  genius 
and  inspired  by  ambition,  grasp  the  presidential  wreath, 
and  wield  the  destinies  of  this  great  republic?  From 
such  a  picture  I  turn  with  irrepressible  disgust. 

But,  sir,  no  such  consequences  as  either  of  these  views 
exhibit  can  take  place  with  us.  There  is  no  such  thing 
as  gradual  emancipation,  even  if  we  were  to  consent  to 
it.  Those  who  know  the  negro  character  csnnot  doubt, 
what  the  recent  experiments  in  the  West  Indies  fully 
prove,  that  the  first  step  you  take  towards  emancipation 
bursts  at  once  and  forever  the  fetters  of  the  slave.  In 
our  country,  where  the  two  classes  of  populstion  are  so 
nearly  equal,  such  a  state  of  things  as  now  exist  in  Ja- 
maica would  not  last  a  day,  an  hour.  Sir,  any  species 
of  emancipation  with  us  would  be  followed  instantly  by 
civil  war  between  the  whites  and  blacks.  A  blood v,  ex- 
terminating wsr,  the  result  of  which  could  not  be  doubt- 
ful, although  it  would  be  accompanied  with  horrors  such 
as  history  has  not  recorded.  The  blacks  would  be  sn- 
nihilated,  or  once  more  subjugated  and  reduced  to  slave- 
ry.   Such  a  catastrophe  would  be  inevitable. 

Permit  roe  now,  sir,  for  a  moment  to  look  into  the  causes 
of  this  vast  and  dangerous  excitement)  for  it  is  intimately 
connected  with  the  true  merits  of  this  important  ques- 
tion. I  am  not  disposed  to  attribute  it  to  any  peculiar 
feelings  of  hostility  entertained  by  the  North  against  the 
South,  arising  from  position  merely.  It  is  indeed  natu- 
ral that  a  people  not  owning  slaves  should  entertain  a 
strong  averston  to  domestic  servitude.  It  is  natural  that 
the  descendants  of  the  Puritans,  without  any  deep  inves- 
tigation of  the  subject,  should  hsve  an  instinctive  hostili- 
ty to  slavery  in  tvcry  shape.  It  is  natural  that  foreigners — 
with  whom  the  North  is  crowded,  just  released  them- 
selves from  bondage,  extravagant  in  their  notions  of  the 
freedom  of  our  institutions,  and  profoundly  ignorant  of 
the  principles  on  which  society  and  government  are  or- 
ganized— should  view  with  horror  the  condition  of  the 
southern  operatives*  And  here  let  me  say  that  these 
opinions,  so  natural,  so  strong,  and  so  distinctly  marking 
the  geographical  divisions  of  our  country,  indicate  differ- 
ences which,  if  pushed  much  further,  will  inevitably  sep- 
arate us  into  two  nations.  A  sepsration  which  I  should 
regard  as  a  calamity  to  the  whole  human  race,  and  which 
we  of  the  South  will  endeavor  to  avert  by  every  means 
save  the  sscrifice  of  our  liberties,  or  the  subversion  of 
our  domestic  institutions. 

But  other  causes  are  at  work.  This  excitement  be- 
longs to  the  spirit  of  the  sge.  Everv  close  observer  must 
perceive  that  we  are  approaching,  ir^e  have  not  already 
reached,  a  new  era  in  civilization.  The  man  of  the  nine- 
teenth century  is  not  the  man  of  the  seventeenth,  and 
widely  different  from  him  of  the  eighteenth.  Within 
I  the  last  sixty  years  there  have  been  greater  changes— 
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not  an  the  Itca  of  the  mtA*  but  in  tha  hMory  ofeivilMcd 
iMui-— than  hM  taken  place  before  pcrbapa  ainoe  the  retgn 
of  Charlemagne.  The  progress  and  tke  philosophy  of 
the  erents  which  hare  brought  us  to  this  state  may  be 
readily  perceiyed  and  stated.  Formerly  all  learning  was 
eonfined  to  the  clergy— all  political  power  to  the  hered- 
itary rulers  of  the  people.  The  invention  of  printing 
dispensed  knowledge  among  the  middle  classes.  The 
dergy  could  no  longer  absorb  it  all.  The  Arst  effect  of 
this  was  the  destruction  of  ecclesiastical  despotism,  which 
was  consummated  by  the  reformation.  The  next,  a  war 
of  intcttigence  against  political  oppression «  but  the  glit- 
tering temptations  of  power  seduced  it  from  its  purpo- 
ses. aHureo  it  to  its  assistance,  and  used  its  energies  to 
rivet  more  closely  their  chains  upon  the  people.  At 
length,  Government  could  no  longer  absorb  all  the  tal- 
ents and  acquirements  and  ambition  of  the  world.  Then 
the  effects  oi  the  contest  began  to  show  themselves.  The 
tremendous  conflicts  for  political  ascendancy  which  took 
place  in  the  British  Parliament  during  the  reign  of  George 
the  Second  were  followed  by  the  American  Revolution, 
which  was  produced  by  the  great  intellects  of  this  coun- 
try, whom  Government  could  neither  conciliate  to  its 
abuses,  nor  purchase,  nor  intimidate.  Next  came  that 
terrible  tragedy,  the  French  Revolution,  which  was  con- 
feMcdly  brooght  abottt  by  the  writings  of  the  great  phi- 
losophers of  France.  Since  that  period,  roan  appears  no 
longer  to  be  the  being  that  he  was.  His  moral  nature  seems 
to  bsve  been  changed,  as  by  some  sudden  revelation  IVom 
the  lips  of  the  Almighty,  although  the  close  observer 
•ees  that  the  great  cause  which  had  been  so  long  and  so 
silently,  but  surely  working  to  effect  this  purpose, 
was  the  wide  increase  of  knowledge.  Bursting  from  the 
trammels  of  centuries  of  ignorance,  he  has  been  pressing 
onward,  for  good  and  for  evil,  with  an  energy  tremendous 
and  terrific.  All  nature  has  felt  the  impulse.  The  thin 
air  has  been  converted  into  a  resistless  power.  Steam, 
whose  every  definition  was  a  uselem  vapor,  has  been 
made  the  most  tremendous  engine  which  has  ever  yet 
|>een  placed  inhuman  hands— overcoming,  in  itsinfiincy, 
time,  space,  and  resistance,  with  a  celerity  and  ease  just 
not  supernatural.  Railroads  have  been  thrown  over 
swamps,  rivers,  lakes,  and  mountains,  which,  connecting 
new  and  distant  points,  open  vast  channels  for  intercourse 
and  commerce.  Labor-saving  machinery  of  eveiy  kind 
has  been  incalculably  improved:  much  of  it  perfected. 
In  one  word,  we  have  reached  a  period  when  physical 
impossibilities  sre  no  longer  spoken  of.  What  was  vision- 
ary yesterdsy,  ip  planned,  estimated,  and  resolved  upon, 
to-day {  to-morrow  it  is  put  in  execution,  and  the  tnird 
day  superseded  by  something  more  wonderful  and  more 
important  still. 

Uuring  the  period  of  this  mighty  change,  the  great 
struggle  between  the  rulers  and  the  ruled  has  been  car- 
ried on  with  corresponding  vigor:  through  the  thousand 
channels  which  genius  has  opened,  weauh  has  flown  in 
to  aid  it  in  its  contest  with  the  strong  arm  of  power. 
The  two  combined,  finding  themselves  still  unable  to 
cope  with  the  time-hardened  strength  of  hereditary 
government,  and  eager,  ^  impatient,  almost  frenxied,  to 
achieve  its  conquest,  have  called  in  to  their  assistance  an- 
other allv— the  people:  not  the  *<  people,"  as  we  have 
hitherto  oeen  accustomed  in  this  country  to  define  that 
term,  but  the  mob — the  sant-eulaties.  Proclaiming  as 
their  watchword  that  immortal  but  now  prostituted  sen- 
timent, •<  that  all  men  are  born  free  and  equal,"  tliey 
have  rallied  to  their  standard  the  ignorant,  uneducated, 
aeroi-bsrbarous  mass  which  swsrms  and  starves  upon  the 
fiice  of  Europe!  Unnatural  and  debasing  union!  He- 
reditary institutions  are  gone.  Already  have  the  nobility 
of  France  been  overthrown.  Their  days  are  numbered 
in  the  British  empire.  Let  them  go.  I  am  not  their  ad- 
vocate.   What  next.^    Confiscation  has  begun!    The 


result  is  ae  obvious  as  if  it  were  written  on  the  ntt. 
The  hounds  of  Acteon  turned  upon  their  nHoter.  Gt* 
niua  and  wealth,  stimulated  by  **  mi  ambition  thst  o'er 
leaps  itself,"  have  called  these  spirits  from  tbe  nay 
deep{  they  will  down  ne  more.  The  spoils  of  vkton 
are  theirs,  and  they  will  gorge  and  batten  on  then. 

In  this  country  we  have  no  heredHar^  inrtitutisM  t« 
attract  the  first  fury  of  this  tempest,  which  is  sko  brtv- 
ing  here,  for  the  electric  fluid  has  erosaed  tbeocetB,iid 
the  elements  denote  that  it  is  expanding  over  the  nonb- 
ern  arch  of  our  horizon.  The  question  of  emandpaUM, 
which  in  Europe  is  only  a  collateral  issue,  a  mere  n» 
ification  of  the  great  controversy  between  hercditin 
power  and  ultimate  agrarianism,  has  become  with  us  tke 
first  and  most  important  question;  partly  becsnie  tbe 
levellers  here  have  not  yet  feh  the  heavy  pmnre  of 
political  oppression,  and  partly  because  they  htn  n- 
garded  our  institutions  of  slavery  as  mo^  ssiiiDihted  le 
an  aristocracy.  In  this  they  are  right.  I  accept  tht 
term.  It  is  a  government  of  the  b^ft.  Combining  til  iht 
advantages,  and  possessing  but  few  of  the  diadnidr 
ges,  of  the  aristocracy  oftiM  old  world,  without  foiren^ 
to  an  tinwarrantable  extent  the  pride,  the  exclumTencm 
the  selfishness,  the  thirst  for  sway,  the  oontempt  fbrik 
rights  of  others,  which  distinguish  the  nobility  of  Eff«p^» 
it  gives  us  their  education,  their  polish,  their  oMiai- 
cence,  their  high  honor,  their  undaunted  spirit.  Sh- 
very  does  indeed  create  an  aristocracy — an  ariftoefiw 
of  talents,  of  virtue,  of  generosity  and  coorsRe.  hi 
slave  country  every  freeman  is  an  aristocrat.  Be  be  rid 
or  poor,  if  he  does  not  possess  a  angle  slave,  he  ks 
been  bom  to  all  the  natural  advantagea  of  the  society  n 
which  he  is  placed,  and  all  its  honors  lie  open  before  his, 
inviting  his  genius  and  industry.  Sir,  I  do  firmly  ^ 
lieve  thst  domestic  slavery,  regulated  as  ours  ii»  pni»- 
ces  the  highest  toned,  the  purest,  best  organisation  of 
society  that  has  ever  existed  on  the  face  of  tbe  earth. 

Against  this  institution  war  has  been  commenced.  A 
crusade  is  proclaimed.    Tbe  banner  has  been  hosted 
and  on  it  is  inscribed  that  visionary  and  dissstrooi  iett> 
ment,  ««Equalit^  to  all  mankinds"  althoogh  there  is  lo 
analogous  equality  in  the  moral  or  physical  crssiiooi  • 
earth,  air,  or  water— in  this  world,  or  in  tbe  vorM  \» 
come— if  our  religion  be  not  altogether  wrong!  Tk 
Bom-euloiiet  are  moving.    On  the  banks  of  the  Uuibo^ 
the   Ohio,  and  the  Susquehanna— on  the  hilb.  ami  > 
the  vales,  and  along  the  '<  iron-bound  coast"  of  isinwH 
late  New  England — they  are  mustering  their  boftiM 
preparing  for  their  ravages.    Let  them  come!  Wev« 
be  ready.     Standing  on  our  institutions,  which  of  tbc» 
selves  give  us  a  strength  almost  impregnable,  and  nvf- 
ing  around  them  as  one  man,  with  the  help  of  God  I  b^ 
lieve  we  shall  be  able  to  roll  back  the  trsntic  tide  to 
whence  it  came.    But  wo  unto  the  men  of  w!i^>o^ 
in  the  North  whose  Infatuation  may  impel  them  to  f« 
this  fatal  crusade.     The  blood-hounds  they  are  Ktinf 
upon  us,  successful  or  unsuccessful,  will  in  due  tiae 
come  back  from  the  chase;  and  coose  back  to  leitf 
upon  the  accumulationa  of  their  industry,  lo  orerton 
their  altars,  and  desolate  their  households.    ^^.^' 
is,  in  a  few  words,  the  true  history,  snd  such,  1  believe 
and  trust,  will  be  the  issues  of  this  extraonfimiy  "^ 
ment. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  touched  on  topics  to^ay  wn»co 
have  i^ot  heretofore  been  broached  within  these  v»'|J- 
In  thus  departing  from  the  usual  silence  of  the  Sootn 
upon  this  subject,  it  may  be  thought  thst  I  bate  g^ 
too  fsr.  But  times  have  changed.  They  chsnge  before 
our  eyes  with  the  rspidity  of  thought.  Painful  ai  it  ^ 
the  truth  should  now  be  told;  for  shortly  it  viU  ^ 
itself,  and  in  a  voice  of  thunder.  We  cannot,  in  my J^ 
ment,  avoid  this  danger  longer,  by  cloiing  our  ep 
upon  it,  and  lulling  our  people  into  a  false  iccttn»' 


{461 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


$462 


^<B.  1,  1836.] 


Slnety  inilu  DiiMd  of  CoimMa. 


[R.  •*  E. 


lor  ctn  we  jtMtUy  ourielvcs  before  the  world  for  the 
ourae  which  we  may  be  compelled  to  take  in  order  to 
»intftin  our  rig^hts,  without  boldly  declaring  what  thoae 
i|fht«  are»  deft  ninnf  them,  and  ahowing  that  they  are  inea- 
imable.  All  ofiinor  eonaideratbns  must  give  way  to  ef* 
ect  thoae  all-important  objecta.  These  have  been  my 
lotives  for  the  course  I  have  taken  here.  I  leave  it  to 
it  rapidly  approaohiog  crisis  to  determine  whether  I 
m  right  or  wrong. 

Sir,  if  I  were  aaked  what  it  la»  under  existing  circum- 
tances,  the  South  desire  the  North  to  do,  I  should  say, 
'  Pass  laws  in  your  diflerent  States,  forbidding,  by  the 
everest  penalties,  the  publication  or  circulation  of  such 
Kendiary  pamphlets  as  I  have  exhibited  here  to-da^.'' 
Iiis  your  Legisbiturcs  are  fully  competent  to  do,  with- 
ut  infringing  on  freedom  of  apeech,  or  freedom  of  the 
tress.  That  freedom  means  well-regulated,  legal  free- 
om,  and  not  unrestrained  licentiousness.  Have  you  not 
\w%  to  punish  libel  and  slander^  If  a  citizen  of  the 
itate  of  New  York  were  to  say  of  another  citisen  that  he 
ras  a  •<  land  pirate,'*  «  a  murderer,"  and  a  *'  mansteal- 
r,"  would  he  not  be  liable  to  an  action  of  slander?  If 
e  were  to  write  these  things  of  him,  or  caricature  him 
ly  infiimous  and  disgusting  pictorial  representations, 
irould  he  not  be  indicUble  for  libel?  What  violation, 
hen,  of  f  social  or  constitutional  right  would  it  be  to  ex- 
tend the  benefit  of  these  same  laws  to  us? 

We  ask  nothing  more  than  the  recognition  of  a  well- 
inown  principle  of  international  law,  a  striking  illustra- 
ton  of  which  has  happened  within  the  memory  of  many  who 
low  hear  me.  It  will  be  recollected  that,  just  before  the 
rar  between  France  and  England,  which  broke  out  in 
803,  the  English  presses  teemed  with  abuse  of  the  First 
Consul.  Bonaparte  complained  to  the  English  minis- 
ers:  they  indicted  Peltier,  tried,  and  convicted  him. 
The  declaration  of  war  only  prevented  him  from  receiv- 
ng  his  puniabment.  If  England,  where  there  have  been 
Rore  battlea  fought  for  the  liberty  of  speech  and  of  the 
)ress  than  in  an^  portion  of  the  world,  felt  herself 
lound  to  indict  a  journalist  for  libelling  her  greatest  en- 
tmy,  the  enemy  of  the  whole  human  race,  on  the  very  eve 
(Fwar  with  him,  is  it  unreasonable  to  require  you  to  extend 
he  same  Justice  to  the  grossly  slandered  and  deeplv  in- 
ured people  of  the  South<  brethren  as  yon  call  us  of  one 
freat  confederacy,  devoted  to  the  same  great  princi- 
tiei  of  jconatitutional  liberty,  and  who  have  so  of^en 
ningled  our  blood  with  youra  on  the  same  glorious  bat- 
le  field? 

Sir,  I  cannot  believe  gentlemen  are  sincere  when 
hey  urge  here  this  slang  about  the  right  of  petition, 
nd  the  freedom  of  speedi  and  of  the  press,  as  though 
ny  one  here  had  the  remotest  desire  to  curtail  them. 
Vhen  Tappan,  and  Garrison,  and  Gerrit  Smith,  and 
uch  as  tliey  are,  use  this  cant,  I  understand  them;  they 
rish  to  inflame  the  popuUr  passions  by  false  appeals  to 
popular  rights.  But  when  such  men  as  the  gentlemen 
rom  Massachusetts,  [Messrs.  Adams  and  Cusnivo,]  and 
he  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Gbahoxb,]  who 
ayored  us  the  other  day  with  eulogiums  on  certain  abo- 
itionists,  introduce  it  on  this  floor,  I  do.not*-yes,  I  do— 
inderstand  them.  But  1  will  not  press  that  point,  for  1 
k'ish  to  connect  this  question  with  no  political  intrigues 
)r  discussions. 

I  will  say  frankly  that  I  do  not  believe  we  shall  be 
Lble  to  obtain  the  passage  of  such  laws  as  1  have  alluded 
0  in  any  non-slaveholding  States.  Sir,  there  is  not  a 
nan  of  any  note,  or  at  least  of  any  political  aspiration, 
who  will  dare  to  make  such  a  proposition.  He  would 
>e  prostrated,  and  forever. '  He  would  be  covered  with 
mountain  of  public  odium,  under  which  he  could  never 
fise  again.  And  I  want  no  stronger  evidence  of  the 
rue  state  of  public  sentiment  in  those  States  than  this 
Mngle  fact. 


What,  air,  does  the  Soutli  ask  next?  She  aaka-Hind 
this  at  least  she  has  a  right  to  demand — that  tbeae  peti- 
tions be  not  received  here  and  recorded  on  your  jour- 
nals. This  House  at  least  ought  to  be  a  sanctuary,  into 
which  no  such  topk:  should  be  allowed  to  enter.  Rep- 
reaentatives  from  every  section  of  tlie  republic  ought  to 
be  permitted  to  come  here  faithfiilly  to  perform  their 
dutiea  to  their  constituents  and  their  country,  without 
being  subjected  to  these  incendiary  attaeka— their  feel* 
ings  insulted,  their  rights  assaulted,  and  the  fitlaeat  cal« 
nmniea  of  themselvea  and  those  they  represent  thrown 
on  them  daily,  and  perpetuated  to  their  posterity,  and 
all  the  world,  among  the  ardihrea  of  the  Union.  Is  this 
demanding  any  thing  unreasonable,  unjust,  or  tmkind? 
Sir,  we  cannot  endure  it.  If  these  things  are  to  be  per* 
mitted  here,  you  drive  us  from  your  councils.  Let  the 
consequenoea  rest  on  you. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  even  if  thia  House  ahoold  refuse 
to  recehre  these  petitions,  I  am  not  one  of  thoie  who 
permita  himself  to  trust  that  the  conflict  will  be  at  an 
end.  No,  sir,  we  shall  atill  have  to  meet  it  elsewhere. 
We  will  meet  it.  It  is  our  Inevitable  dealiny  to  aneet  it, 
in  whatever  shape  it  comes,  or  to  whatever  extremity  it 
may  %o.  Our  State  LegiahitureB  will  have  to  paaa  lawa 
regulating  our  police  with  a  stricter  hand.  They  will 
have  to  pass  and  to  enforce  laws  prohibiting  the  circuk- 
tion  of  incendiary  pamphlets  through  the  mail  within 
their  limita.  We  may  have  to  adopt  an  entire  non-inler- 
eourse  with  the  free  SUtes;and  finally,  sir,  we  may 
have  to  dissolve  this  Union.  From  none  of  these  meaa« 
urescan  we  ^rink,  as  circumstances  may  make  them  ne* 
ceaaary.  Our  last  thought  will  be  to  give  up  our  insti- 
tutions. We  were  born  and  bred  under  them,  and  will 
maintain  them  or  die  in  their  defence.  And  1  warn  the 
abolitionists,  ignorant,  infatuated,  barbarians  as  they 
are,  that  if  chance  shall  throw  any  of  them  into  our 
hands  he  may  expect  a  felon's  death.  No  human  hw, 
no  human  influence,  can  arrest  his  ftite.  The  superhu- 
man instinct  of  self-preservation,  the  indignant  feelinga 
of  an  outraged  people,  to  whose  hearth-atoaea  he  ia 
seeking  to  carry  death  and  desolation,  pronounce  hia 
doomi  and  if  we  failed  to  accord  it  to  him  we  should  be 
unworthy  of  the  forms  we  wear,  unworthy  of  the  be- 
ings whom  it  is  our  duty  to  protect,  and  we  should  merit 
and  expect  the  indigpnation  of  offended  Heaven. 


NOTES. 

(o)  Addresa  to  the  Auxiliaries  and  Friends  of  the 
American  Anti-slavery  Society. 

Dear  brethren:  At  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the 
American  Anti-slavery  Society,  it  waa 

<•  Raohed^  That  an  effort  be  made  to  raise  #30,000 
for  the  use  of  the  society  the  present  year,  and  that  the 
abolitionists  present  pledgfe  themselves  to  raise  such 
sums  as  they  may  respectively  offer." 

Donations  and  pledges  were  immediately  obtained, 
amounting  to  $14,500. 

Additional  pledgea  have  since  been  obtained  in  Boa* 
ton  to  the  amount  of  $4,000.  The  aiim  of  $11,500  re- 
mains to  be  raised.  As  there  are  known  to  be  more 
than  two  hundred  anti-aUvery  societies,  on  kindred  prin- 
ciples with  the  American,  we  have  no  doubt  that  thia 
sum  can  apeedily  be  made  up.  Each  society  has  only 
to  raise  $150,  and  the  work  is  done.  We  believe  that 
those  societies  which  remain  unpledged  will  joyfully 
come  forward  to  do  their  proportion  as  soon  as  called 
on.  •  •  •  •  •  • 


The  plan  proposed  at  the  annual  meeting,  and  now 
adopted  by  the  executive  committee,  in  the  confident 
belief  that  the  meana  will  be  furnished,  is  this: 

1.  To  increase  the  number  of  agents,  by  appointing 
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M  many  able*  efficient,  and  thorougbgoin|f  men  aa  can 
be  obtained. 

3.  To  commence  the  diitribution  of  publicataont  on  a 
new  and  extended  acale. 

The  following  publications  will|beittued  monthly,  Yiit 

1.  On  the  first  week  of  each  month,  a  small  folio  pa- 
per, entitled  Human  Rights,  to  be  filled  with  facts  and 
arguments  on  the  subject  of  slavery  and  its  remedy, 
written  in  a  plain  and  familiar  style.  Of  this  twenty 
thousand  copies  will  be  printed,  to  be  increased  to  fifty 
thousand  or  more,  as  soon  as  arrangements  can  be  made 
to  have  them  promptly  and  judiciously  distributed 
among  the  reading  population. 

3.  On  the  second  week,  the  Anti-slavery  Record,  a 
small  magazine,  with  cuts,  will  be  printed,,  to  the  num- 
ber of  25,000  copies. 

3.  On  the  third  week,  the  Emancipator  will  be 
printed,  on  a  large  imperial  sheet,  of  the  nze  of  the  New 
York  Observer,  or  the  New  York  Evangelist.  This 
will  contain  more  extended  essays  and  descriptions,  on 

Jtoints  connected  with  the  cause.      It  is  expected  that 
rom  15  to  35,000  copies  will  be  printed  monthly  this 
year. 

4.  On  the  fourth  week  will  be  issued  35,000  copies 
of  the  Slave's  Friend,  a  juvenile  magazine,  with  cuts, 
adapted  especially  for  circulation  among  children  and 
youth. 

All  these  publications  will  be  distributed  gratuitous- 
ly, by  the  aid  of  the  auxiliaries,  to  those  who  are  not 
abolitionists,  or  will  be  sold  at  the  oflSce,  to  friends  of 
the  cause,  at  a  venr  low  rate.         •  •  • 

The  present  is  the  time  for  action.  *  * 

.  Let  female  societies  be  formed.  Female  societies 
probably  did  more  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  Great 
Britain  than  those  of  the  other  sex.  They  scattered 
anti-slavery  tracts,  hand-bills,  pamphlets,  and  books, 
every  where,  they  circulated  petitionsi  they  covered 
articles  of  furniture  or  apparel,  such  as  pincushions, 
work-boxes,  handkerchief,  boxes,  baskets,  purses, 
portfolios,  &c.,  with  devices  and  mottoes  reminding  the 
users  of  the  poor  slaves.  They  made  the  matter  a  topic 
of  conversation  on  almost  all  occasions.  Several  soci- 
eties of  ladiea,  in  this  country,  have  already  commenced 
the  same  course  with  good  success.  Let  the  female  sex, 
then,  throughout  the  land,  emulate  the  efforts  made  by 
their  sisters  over  the  ocean,  in  this  work  of  benevolence. 

Juvenile  societies,  too,  may  be  engaged  in  the  same 
work.    Children  are  sll  abolitionists.  *  * 

We  hope  abolitionists  will  every  where  make  it  a 
personal  business  to  distribute  the  publicationsi  that 
they  will  not  let  them  be  thrown  away,  but  put  them  in 
the  hands  only  of  those  who  will  read  and  think.  Let 
DO  abolitionist,  at  home  or  abroad,  ever  be  without  a 
supply,  and  be  ready  to  embrace  every  favorable  op- 
portunity. 

Petitions  to  Congress  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  should  be  put  in  circulation  im- 
mediately. The  minds  of  the  members  of  Congress 
should,  if  possible,  be  enlightened  aa  to  the  real  desijpi 
of  the  American  Anti-slavery  Society  {  and  their  preju- 
dices should  be  removed,  aa  in  many  it  may  easily  be, 
by  personal  interviews  with  abolitionists.  The  way 
may  thus  be  prepared  for  a  more  favorable  hearing  be- 
fore the  representatives  of  the  people.  *  * 

(Signed)  Arther  Tappan,        William  Goodell, 
John  Rankin,  Abraham  L.  Cox, 

Lewis  Tappan,         Theodore  8.  Wright, 
Joshua  Leavitt,         Simeon  S.  Joeelyn, 
Samuel  E.  Cornish,  Elizar  Wright,  Jun., 

Executive  Committee  of  the  American  Anti-slavery 
Society. 

(6)  There  are  now  about  half  a  million  that  still  have 
the  liberty  of  holding  slaves;  tbeir  slaves  now  amount  to 


upwards  of  two  miirionsf  and  their  landed  estates  «e  sf 
vast  extent!  they  have  entire  control  over  elerra  Sutet 
The  poorer  classes  of  the  white  people  are  well  tnioedto 
subjection,  and  occupy  a  grade  a  little  above  thst  of  tk 
slaves.  Few  nobles  in  Europe  can  commsnd  lo  pntt 
retinue  of  servantsi  and  no  King  on  earth  poane 
more  absolute  authority.  Indeed,  such  is  their  dipi'itr, 
wealth,  and  influence,  that,  although  but  a  hilf  i  sB^ 
lion,  they  are  able  to  control  twelve  and  a  hsif  milliaii, 
and  do  in  fact  govern  the  Union  i  and  the  phnisMt 
laid  to  keep  up  and  increase  their  dignity,  wctlih,  tad 
power,  to  future  generations.  They  have  nsnigtd  k 
wisely  as  to  get  the  whole  Union  bound  by  the  comtifr 
tion  to  keep  their  slaves  in  subjection,  and  sllow  tbes 
a  representation  in  the  General  Government  in  prop* 
tion  to  the  number  of  their  slaves.  The  increuerf 
these,  alresdy  54,000  a  year,  will  soon  give  the  incrw 
to  one  Representative  every  year.  By  the  aid  of  the  rrtfli 
the'.Union,  the  slaves  can  be  kept  in  subjection  until  Ok^ 
shall  have  become  much  more  numerous  than  the  whde 
people,  provided  they  are  prevented  from  Inminf  » 
read,  and  thus  kept  in  total  ignorance.  And,  forita 
purpose,  laws  are  passed,  with  heavy  penaltiei,  igi^ 
teaching  slaves  to  read.  Now,  it  la  obvioui  ihii,  hy 
those  means,  shivery  m«ght  be  extended  to  rcinotep* 
terity,  especially  with  what  assisUnce  the  Colonosta 
Society  might  be  able  to  give  them,  by  carrying  off  ct 
casionally  a  little  of  the  surplusage.  Every  one  aa 
easily  see  that  these  southern  gentlemen  hire  bdat 
them  a  magnificent  prospect  of  wealth  and  power,  pr> 
vided  the  rest  of  the  Union  will  continue  to  be  jw 
humble  servants  in  enabling  them  to  keep  their  juw 
in  subjection.  Now,  tht-  avowed  design  of  the  ibobtj* 
ists  is  to  abolish  slavery,  not,  indeed,  by  met  c^ 
arms,  but  by  forming  against  it  public  opinion,  ^m 
will  be  even  more  powerful.  They  have  combined  t> 
gether  to  propagate  the  doctrine,  that  ••$l\vatnm 
made  of  one  blood;"  and  of  course  are  «•  crested eqwL 
Vast  sums  of  money  are  now  pledged  to  proptptetK 
sentiment  throughout  the  whole  land.  Agentiirew; 
turing,  papen  are  circulating,  societies  are  (ormnt;}f 
thousands  continually  joining  them.  It  seems  w»n" 
world  will  soon  be  on  fire.  What  is  to  be  ^^\^ 
gument  has  been  tried  and  exhausted  in  vsin!  w^ 
have  been  tried  with  little  effect!  The  hereiy  ip^^f 
like  fire  in  the  whiHwind.  The  laat  remedj  ii  nov  *; 
manded— extermination  entire — nothing  le«  ^[••/'' 
If  mattera  go  on  as  they  are,  the  result  is  f^yK^ 
Every  man  who  does  not  hold  slaves  will  set  h«^ 
against  slavery;  and  then,  how  will  halfa  million  or bk« 
continue  to  hold  more  than  two  millions  in  bond>^ 
Mark  the  design!  All  force  is  disavowed;  but  thelitis 
slaveholder  must,  so  soon  as  the  tide  of  public  opiw^ 
rolls  against  him,  yield  up  his  slaves.  He  ctnnot  iw^ 
them  without  aid;  much  less  can  he  bear  the  repn»o 
thst  will  be  heaped  upon  him. 

It  is  not  to  be  disguised,  sir,  that  war  hss  broken  ob| 
between  the  South  and  the  North,  not  esiilf  tobeiP^ 
minated.  Political  and  commercial  men,  for  *'**"^ 
purposes,  are  industriously  striving  to  restore  p<**J* 
But  the  peace  which  they  may  accomplish  vill  be  w^ 
ficial  and  hollow.  True  and  permanent  pcice  c«n  w^ 
be  restored  by  removing  the  cause  of  the  wtr-lw'^ 
slavery.  It  csn  never  be  established  on  any  o^^er  lefje- 
The  sword  now  drawn  will  not  be  sheathed  t>|>  ^'^^"^ 
entire  victoiy,  is  oura  or  theirs;  not  until  that  deep  ^^ 
damning  stain  is  washed  out  from  our  nation,  of 
chains  of  slavery  are  riveted  afresh  where  they  i^  J 
and  on  our  necks  also.  It  is  idle,  criminal,  to  ip^ 
peace  on  any  other  terms. 

(e)  PaXAMBLX. 

Whereas,  unconditional  slavery  exists  to  i  ff^^ 
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tent  amongst  us  as  a  nation,  in  Tiolation  of  those  princi- 
ples that  moved  our  lathers  to  the  dreadful  struggle  of 
the  Hevolution,  *'thtt  all  men  are  created  equal,  that 
they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain  unalien- 
able rightai  that  among  these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the 
pursuit  of  happiness.'* 

Whereas  the  aristocracy  of  the  South  are  determined 
to  perpetuate  it  by  means  scarcely  less  dreadful  than  the 
tortures  of  the  inquisition,  and  the  bastard  aristocracy 
of  the  North  are  aiding  their  "  chivalrous"  compeers  of 
the  South  in  their  inhuman  endeavors,  by  misrepresent- 
ing, slandering,  threatening,  and  imprisoning,  those  who 
boldly  espouse  the  cause  of  universal  freedom,  and  fur- 
ther by  circulating  publications  and  making  speeches  so 
highly  incendiary  as  to  excite  mobs,  and  impel  them  to 
their  ruthless  work  of  terror  and  destruction. 

Whereas  the  crisis  has  arrived  at  which  the  descend- 
ants of  the  Pilgrims  must  determine  whether  they  will 
establish  the  shameful  and  cowardly  precedent  of  sur- 
renderinif  their  most  sacred  rights  at  the  nod  of  an  ar- 
rogant, rlomineering,  and'self-constituted  aristocracy,  or, 
in  the  spirit  of  their  fathers,  manfully  maintain  them. 

And  whereas,  if  we  remain  silent  and  inactive,  we 
effectually  surrender  those  rights,  and,  with  them,  the 
hopes  of  the  slave,  till  the  prediction  of  Jefferson  shall 
be  realised,  and  the  slave,  fearless  snd  free,  shall  till  the 
land  of  his  thraldom,  enriched  with  the  blood  of  his 
master. 

Therefore^  reaoked^  Under  a  deep  sense  of  doty  to 
ourselves,  to  the  slave,  to  our  country,  and  to  God,  that, 
'*  sink  or  awim,  live  or  die,  survive  or  perish,"  we  will 
exercise  the  right  of  discussing  the  suoject  of  slavery) 
that  we  will  use  all  constitutional  and  peaceful  means 
for  its  speedy  termination  (  and,  to  act  the  more  effi- 
ciently, form  ourselves  into  a  society,  and  adopt  the 
following,  &c. 

(ji)  ABOLITION. 

From  the  Cincinnati  Gazette, 

Some  forty  miles  from  Cincinnati,  to  the  east,  are  two 
settlements  of  free  negroes—probably  near  a  thousand — 
men,  women,  and  children,  of  the  true  ebony  color, 
with  a  very  little  mixture  of  the  mahogany  or  lighter 
shades.  The  negroes  own  the  land  occupied  by  them, 
but  without  the  power  to  sell.  Each  family  has  a  small 
farm.  They  are  emancipated  slaves,  and  these  lands 
srere  purchased  expressly  for  them,  and  parceled  out 
among  them  about  fifteen  years  ago. 

Their  lands  are  not  of  the  best  quality  of  Ohio  lands« 
but,  by  good  nnana'gement,  could  be  made  very  good; 
they  are  particularly  well  adapted  to  grass,  either  med- 
ow  or  pasture. 

Having  been  formerly  slave*,  and  compelled  to  work, 
one  would  suppose  they  ought  to  have  industrious 
habits.  They  have  had  every  inducement  to  industry 
snd  good  conduct  held  out  to  them.  The  experiment 
was  to  test  the  merits  of  the  negro  race,  under  the  most 
fsvorable  circumstances  for  success. 

Has  this  experiment  succeeded?  No,  it  has  not.  In 
all  Ohio,  can  any  white  settlement  be  found  equally 
wretched,  equally  unproductive? 

Farms  given  to  them  fifteen  years  ago,  instead  of  being 
well  improved,  and  the  timber  preserved  for  farming, 
have  been  sadly  managed;  small  awkward  clearinga,  and 
those  not  in  grass,  but  exhausted  and  worn  out  in  corn 
crops(  the  timber  greatly  destro]^ed;  wretched  log 
houses,  with  mud  floors,  with  chimneys  of  mud  and 
wood;  with  little  timber  for  further  farming. 

They  are  so  excessively  lazy  and  stupid  that  the  peo- 
ple of  Georgetown,  (near  by  their  camps,)  and  the 
neighboring  formers,  will  not  employ  them  as  work  hands 
to  any  extent.  They  do  not  raise  produce  enough  on 
their  own  lands  to  feed  their  families,  much  less  do  they 
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have  a  surplus  for  sale  abroad.  They  pass  most  of  their 
time  in  their  little  sorry  cabins)  too  listless  even  to  fiddle 
and  dance.  One  may  ride  through  the  '*  negro  camps," 
as  they  are  called,  passing  a  dozen  straggling  cabins 
with  smoke  issuing  out  of  their  ends,  in  the  middle  of 
clearings,  without  seeing  a  soul  either  at  work  or  play. 
The  fear  of  starvation  nnakes  them  work  the  least  pos- 
sible qusntity,  while  they  are  much  too  Iszy  to  play. 

Why  do  not  the  zealous  abolitionists  go  there  and  see 
the  experiment  in  all  its  beauty — the  slave  changed  into 
a  free,  but  wretched,  savage!  Why  not  make  something 
of  these  thousand  negroes?  There  are  not  more  than 
two  or  three  families,  out  of  the  whole,  who  are  improv. 
ed  by  the  change  from  slavery  to  freedom. 

The  negro  settlements  are  a  dead  weight  upon  Brown 
county,  as  to  any  productive  benefit  from  the  negro 
land*,  or  from  negro  labor;  and  that  space  of  country 
might  as  well  to  this  day  have  remained  in  possession  of 
the  Indians. 

If  southern  wealth  can  be  applied  to  buy  and  colonize 
among  us  such  a  worthless  population,  what  farmer  in 
Ohio  is  safe?  Has  he  any  ^fuarantce  that  a  black  colony 
will  not  be  established  in  his  neighborhood? 

Let  any  one  who  wishes  to  learn  the  operation  of 
emancipated  negroes,  visit  the  Brown  county  camps. 
As  they  sink  in  laziness,  poverty,  and  filth,  they  increase 
in  numbers— their  only  produce  is  children.  They 
want  nothing  but  cowries  to  make  them  equal  to  the 
negroes  of  the  Niger. 

When  Mr.  Haxxovd  concluded — 

Mr.  HOLSET  inquired  what  was  the  question  before 
the  House. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  was  the  motion  that  the  petition 
be  received. 

Mr.  HOLSEY  moved  to  lay  that  motion  on  the  table, 
and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  said,  aa  the  business 
of  the  House  would  be  interrupted  by  the  presentation 
of  abolition  petitions  from  the  East,  and  the  South  and 
West  be  deprived  of  an  opportunity  of  presenting  their 
petitions,  be  moved  to  sunpend  the  rules  for  this  day,  for 
the  purpose  of  moving  that  the  order  of  presentation  be 
reversed,  and  the  call  of  the  Sutes  commenced  with 
Missouri,  instead  of  Maine. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Michigan,  recjuested  the  gentleman  to 
alter  the  motion  so  as  to  begm  with  the  Territories* 
which  were  at  the  end  of  the  list. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  modified  his  motion  accordingly. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  rules  were  suspended: 
Teas  115,  nays  50. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  then  made  the  motion  indicated  by 
him,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  CHAIR  then  called  the  States  and  Territories  for 
petitions,  commencing  with  Arksnsas. 

Mr.  STORER  presented  the  proceedings  of  a  public 
meeting  in  Cincinnati,  deprecating  the  course  of  the 
abolitionistSf  which  he  moved  be  received  and  read. 

Mr.  HAMMOND  opposed  the  reception  of  the  pro- 
ceedings. He  should  object  to  any  interference  on  this 
subject,  whether  in  favor  of  or  in  opposition  to  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  lay  the  pre- 
liminary question  of  reception  on  the  tablet  which  was 
agreed  to. 

TREATY  OF  DANCING  RABBIT  CREEK. 

Mr.  CLAIBORNE,  of  Mississippi,  said  that  he  held  in 
his  hand  two  papers  of  some  importfhce  to  the  country 
generally.  One  was  a  memorial  from  certain  Mingoes 
of  the  Choctaw  nation,  remaining  in  the  limits  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  praying  a  grant  of  unappropriated 
lands  in  lieu  of  those  to  which  they  say  they  were  enti- 
tled under  the  14th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Dancing 
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Rabbit  creek,  and  of  which  they  declare  that  they  have 
been  unjustly  deprived. 

l*he  other  was  a  memorial  or  remonstrance  of  a  numer- 
ous and  respectable  portion  of  his  constituents  against 
the  validity  of  these  claims,  denouncing  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding as  fraudulent,  and  calling  on  Congress  to  pro- 
tect them  in  their  settlement  and  rights,  and  the  country 
against  the  most  stupendous  fraud  that  was  ever  set  on 
foot. 

I  will  not  now,  sir,  said  he,  pronounce  any  opinion  on 
the  validity  of  these  claims.  At  a  proper  time,  I  shall 
consider  it  my  duty  and  my  privilege  to  do  so.  I  under- 
stand that  additional  memorials  and  statements  of  facts 
are  now  being  prepared  on  both  sides,  and  will  shortly 
be  submitted.  I  wish  the  whole  subject  to  go  before 
the  appropriate  committee,  and  must  respectfully  ask  the 
House  not  to  prejudge  the  case.  Let  there  be  no  ex 
parte  statements,  no  wholesale  denunciations  of  fraud. 
Let  Justice  be  done  to  all  parties.  It  is  a  matter  in  which 
we  feel  a  common  interest.  Whether  we  consider  the 
magnitude  of  the  claim,  the  respectability  of  the  parties, 
or  the  deep  absorbing  Interest  felt  in  the  State  of  Missis- 
nppi,  the  subject  is  alike  worthy  of  a  full  and  fair  inves- 
tigation. On  one  side  are  these  Choctaw  claimants,  their 
agents,  and  assignees,  citizens  of  different  States,  of 
^vtry  political  party,  and  many  of  them  gentlemen  of 
the  highest  respectability,  upon  whose  integrity  hereto- 
fore not  one  shadow  of  Buspicion  has  ever  rested,  and 
who  come  here,  not  shrinking  from,  but,  as  they  say, 
seeking  investigation.  On  the  other.aide  are  many  of  the 
settlers  of  the  State  of  Misaissippi— a  valuable  class  of 
men — entitled  to  the  highest  credit,  and  claiming  justice 
at  your  hands.  I  acknowledge,  sir,  that  1  have  but  a 
limited  acquaintance  with  the  subject.  I  candidly  con- 
fess, however,  to  the  House  that,  if  1  have  any  prepos- 
session, any  prejudice,  any  conviction  on  the  matter,  it 
is  against  these  claims.  Whether  just  or  unjust,  if  they 
be  confirmed,  the  fairest  portion  of  Mississippi  will  be 
desolated)  the  stability  of  property  will  be  shaken;  the 
tide  of  prosperity  will  be  rolled  back,  and  hundreds  of 
my  best  constituents,  the  men  who  support  their  Govern- 
ment in  peace,  and  fight  its  battlea  in  war,  will  be 
driven  from  their  homes  to  other  and  distant  lands.  Mr. 
C.  said  he  could  not  contemplate  such  a  result  without 
the  deepest  regret,  and  he  could  not  sanction  any  step 
going  to  produce  it.  But,  sir,  let  the  whole  subject  go 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  a  committee  whose 
ability  and  experience,  aided  by  its  distinguished  chair- 
man, [Mr.  John  Bbll,]  furnished  a  guarantee  to  the 
House  that  the  subject-matter  will  be  ably  and  impar- 
tially investigated.  Mr.  C.  hoped  the  memorials  would 
be  referred  and  printed. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  that  these  memorials  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claiihit. 

Mr.  CLAIBORNE  rejoined,  and  urged  the  propriety 
of  the  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Tbe  question  was  put,  and  the  House  decided  to  refer 
them  to  tbe  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

After  the  reception  of  a  number  of  re  soluticrs 

Tb«  House  adjourned. 


TUBSDAT,  FbBBVABT  3. 

APPROPRIATION   BILLS. 

In  pursuance  of  the  order  adopted  on  Tuesday  last, 
the  House  proceeded  to  tbe  consideration  of  the  appro- 
priation bills. 

The  CHAIR  informed  the  House  that  all  the  above 
bills  were  before  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  except 
the  bill  making  appropriations,  in  part,  for  the  support 
of  Government  for  the  year  18^6,  which  was  on  the 
Speaker'a  table. 


The  latter  bill  was  taken  up,  the  question  still  bnp 
on  the  motion  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  lutnietionto 
adopt  aome  uniform  regulation  in  regard  to  mtleigefif 
members  of  Congresa. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  suggested  that  tky 
had  better  be  passed  as  it  stood,  and  tbe  reguUtmef 
the  mileage  made  in  a  separate  bill. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  made  some  statemeots,  ihofiit| 
that  members,  under  the  present  system,  were  sneqnih 
compensated  t  some  receiving  more  for  snilesge  tita 
others,  who  travel  a  greater  diatance.  Some  gentlemefi, 
by  charging  according  to  a  particular  rule,  record 
three  or  four  hundred  dollara  more  than  other  gentlenei 
living  in  the  same  vicinity.  A  direct  line  messareda 
the  map,  would  be  a  uniform  rule;  and,  if  it  did  not  if- 
ford  a  sufficient  sum,  ten  per  cent.,  or  more,  coukl  !k 
sdded  to  the  sum. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  expressed  some  doubt  whether  iRf- 
ulation  concerning  mileage  could  he.  properly  inirodtmd 
into  an  appropriation  bill  for  the  present  year,  u  tbe 
mileage  for  the  present  yesr  was  actually  due. 

After  aome  explanations  from  Messrs.  LANE  s»}  15- 
DERWOOD, 

Mr.  McKENNAN  said  he  was  glad  that  tbe  genUpDis 
from  Kentucky  had  introduced  this  subject.  \t  m 
abuses  in  the  Government  were  to  be  corrected, tb 
abuse  of  mileage  chargea  ought  to  be  corrected.  Tbm 
was  no  difBculty  whatever  of  introducing  a  rrgulltj» 
on  the  subject  in  the  appropriation  bill,  and  he  hoped 
the  rule  adopted  would  be  that  each  member  shall  chuf 
his  mileage  by  the  nearest  mail  route. 

Mr.  WARD  aaid  he  would  go  as  far  as  any  num  m  thr 
correction  of  abuses,  but  he  did  not  think  thii  bill  tk 
proper  one  for  regulating  the  subject  of  milesge . 

Mr.  ADAMS  made  a  few  remarks,  explanatory  or  (be 
reasons  which  would  induce  him  to  vote  for  the  iDoti»'. 

Mr.  HAUDIN  opposed  the  motion,  and  insisted  U 
no  better  rule  than  the  present  could  be  adopted.  Sosf 
thing  must  be  confided  to  the  honor  of  gentlemen,  ftnde 
was  not  to  be  presumed  that  any  gentleman  would  tbsp 
too  much.  The  rule  was,  that  members  shoutd  clute 
their  mileage  by  the  route  which  they  usually  trsTeIle<}« 
and  those  who  came  by  the  river  thought  themselresi 
and  doubtless  were,  entitled  to  charge  by  the  rirerroote 
He  hoped  the  bill  would  pass  as  it  was. 

Mr.  PEYTON  remarked  that  he  was  in  hopes  (ht!  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Usdu- 
wood]  would  prevail.  It  had  always  struck  him  vith » 
tonishment  that  members  of  Congress  were  the  only  p<>^ 
lie  servanta  who  had  no  restraint  imposed  by  h^*  ^ 
could  put  tlieir  hands  into  the  Treasury  and  pay  then- 
selves  at  pleasure  for  their  services.  It  amounts  to  tbi^ 
What  restraint  is  imposed  by  law?  Cannot  any  meisbcr 
of  Congress  fix  the  rate  of  his  mileage  at  whstertrsiA 
he  may  in  his  discretion  think  fit?  Why  should  mrmb^ 
of  Congress  alone  be  trusted  with  this  unlimited  &^^ 
tjon }  Gentlemen  say  their  honor  is  sufficient  to  restnin 
them!  .  They  are  like  other  men.  Their  virtue  is  f>e^ 
preserved  when  least  tempted.  But  let  us  see  if  ^^ 
honorary  obligation  is  sufficient  to  guard  the  Treisafy 
against  abuse.  Tennessee,  sir,  you  know,  affords  a  sin- 
king instance  that  it  is  not.  A  Senator,  who  we  »*? 
suppose  understands  the  law  of  Congress  as  vellas*|7 
other  gentleman  here  or  elsewhere,  conceives  H  to^ 
his  duty  to  charge  the  river  route,  giving  him  about  .-^ 
dollars  more  than  a  gentleman  now  a  Representative  on 
this  floor,  who  lives  in  the  same  city  with  him,  rcceirtj 
for  his  mileage  per  aession.  Now,  sir,  no  one  ww 
knows  that  honorable  Senator  as  well  as  you  do,  ym^T 
pose  that  money  had  the  alightest  influence  o^^^ .''''",U 

fiving  the  act  of  Congress  the  construction  vhich  •« 
oesj  which  is,  that  he  shall  receive  two  hundred  A^m 
I  more  for  mileage  than  either  of  his  colleagues,  sccon'T 
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0  diatftnce,  per  session.  He  thinks  the  act  of  Congress, 
)as8ed  at  a  time  when  the  Government  mail  stage  route 
vas  the  only  route  known  or  used,  makes  it  obligatory 
»n  his  conscience  to  charge  the  river  route,  whether  he 
ravels  it  or  not.  Yes,  sir,  this  shows  how  an  honest, 
irell-meaning  man,  aiming  to  reach  the  spirit  of  the  law, 
nay  differ  with  other  gentlemen  in  the  same  situation.  Sir, 
irhentheactofCongre&s  regulating  the  mileage  of  mem- 
bers of  Congress  was  passed,  steamboaU  were  not  in  use. 
The  direct  mail  stage  route  was  the  only  one  in  existence. 
Jut  the  improvements  of  the  age  present  a  more  speedy 
nd  much  cheaper  mode  of  travelling.  We  can  make 
ur  election;  if  we  take  the  river  route,  which  is  the  in* 
ention  of  a  subsequent  day  to  that  in  which  the  law  of 
Jongress  was  passed,  we  have  the  right  to  do  so.  It  is 
beaper,  more  speedy,  and  in  every  way  more  comfort- 
ble.  But  there  is  the  same  old  direct  mail  route,  which 
fu  the  usual  route  at  the  time  the  act  of  Congress  was 
•assed.  If  we  choose  to  take  it,  very  well,*  if  not,  it  is 
ur  own  lookout,  and  shouM  not  increase  our  charge 
pon  the  Treasury.  But,  air,  the  Tennessee  Senator, 
»  whom  I  have  alluded,  considers  himself  bound  to 
harge  the  long  route,  even  if  he  travels  the  short  one. 
'es,  sir,  he  may  take  his  seat  in  the  same  stage  at  the 
eat  of  Government  with  his  colleague,  travel  every  inch 
f  the  ground  together,  but  when  they  charge  for  each 
(iile  that  they  have  passed  over,  he  is  bound  in  con- 
cience  (for  if  he  were  not,  he  would  not  do  it;  it  is  a 
ncre  difference  of  opinion)  to  charge  for  all  the  mean- 
lers  of  the  Ohio  river,  notwithstanding  he  has  never 
Ducbed  its  waters.     This  is  a  case  in  point  to  show  that 

:  is  not  safe  to  trust  an  unlimited  discretion  to  the  purest 
nd  the  best.  1  hope  the  committee  will  be  further  in- 
tructed  to  report  the  amount  which  each  member  of 
Jongress  has  received,  for  a  sufficient  number  of  years 
D  show  the  abuses  to  which  this  discretion  has  been  sub- 
ect  in  past  time. 

Mr.  GIDEON  LEE  opposed  the  recommitment  of  the 
ill,  and  urged  its  speedy  passage,  as  a  measure  of  justice 
D  those  to  whom  the  money  was  due.  The  members  of 
Jongress  were  drawing  their  own  pay,  but  no  one  else 
Jr  whom  payment  was  provided  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  suggested  that  there  would  be  no 
ecessity  for  delaying  the  bill  in  caae  his  motion  waa 
greed  to,  aa  the  committee  could  retain  the  subject  of 
lilesge  for  a  separate  bill,  and  send  back  the  remaining 
onion  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  MANN  made  a  few  remarks  in  favor  of  recommit- 
ment. He  had  found,  from  experience,  that  the  only 
>y  to  secure  any  promised  reform  of  this  kind  was  by 
olding  on  upon  the  money. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  said  that,  when  the  present  rule  was 
lopted,  it  was  contemplated  that  members  coukl  travel 
ut  twenty  miles  a  day.  And  the  fact  was,  that  many 
eatlemen  travelling  from  the  far  West  were  paid  at 
le  rate  of  two  hundred  miles  a  day,  receiving  not  eight 
oUars  a  day,  but  eighty  dollars  a  day  for  travel.  The 
ay  of  members  coming  from  the  far  West  was  thus  nuule 
ouble  the  amount  received  by  members  coming  from 
ennsylvania.  The  present  rule  was  not  at  all  adapted 
)  the  modern  improvements  in  the  mode  of  travelling. 

Mr.  MERCER  said  be  would  vote  for  the  motion,  but 
ot  for  the  reasons  given  by  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
irlyania.  Those  who  came  from  a  great  distance  found 
leir  pay  a  poor  compensation  for  the  inconvenience  of 
taving  \beir  homes.  But  he  was  willing  that  a  uniform 
iJle  for  estimating  the  mileage  should  be  adopted. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  rose  to  beg  the  House,  and  the 
eiitleman  from  Kentucky,  to  modify  his  motion,  so  ab 

1  refer  his  inquiry,  not  to  the  Committee  of  Wa)  s  ahd 
leans,  but  to  a  select  committee.  The  subject,  as  it 
Mated  to  accounts,  did  not  belong  to  that  committee; 
Hi,  moreover,  that  committee  was  pressed  with  other 
isioess. 


Mr.  ANTHONY  moved  to  smend  the  instructions  so 
as  to  require  the  committee  to  regulate  and  equaliae  the* 
pay  of  the  niembers. 

Mr.  HARPER  supported  the  amendment  of  his  col- 
league. 

Mr.  PATTON  said  it  had  happened  every  year  since 
he  bad  been  a  member  of  the  House,  that  while  the  ap- 
propriation bills  werb  under  consideration,  an  attempt 
had  been  made  to  reduce  the  pay  on  mileage  of  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  and  he  had  never  known  one  of  these 
attempts  to  succeed.  He  considered  that  members  had 
acquired  a  right  to  be  paid  under  an  existing  law.  If  an 
abuse  existed  under  the  law.  Congress  should  alter  the 
law.  Buf  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  subject^  it  was  their  duty  to  re- 
port the  sum  which  they  may  suppose  to  be  wanted  for 
different  services.  He  suggested  that  no  law' could  be 
made  applicable  to  the  mileage  of  the  present  session, 
because  that  had  been  drawn,  and  was  snug  in  gentle- 
men's pockets. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs.  DUNLAP, 
HANNEGAN,  ANTHONY,  and  PEARCE  of  Rhode 
Island, 

Without  taking  any  question. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRENNELL,  the  House  adjourned. 


Wbdstxsdat,  FxBBuaaT  3. 
EXECUTIVE  PATRONAGE. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  to  repeal  the  first  and 
second  sections  of  the  act  limiting  the  term  of  certain 
offices  to  four  years,  and  for  other  purposes,"  having 
been  read  twice  by  its  title — 

Mr.  MANN  moved  that  the  bill  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  BELL  said  that  no  subject  of  greater  importance 
than  this  would  come  before  the  House  at  the  present 
session .    None  of  the  standing  committees  were  peculiar- 
ly appropriate  for  the  consideration  of  the  subject,  and 
he  did  not  see  that  the  Judiciary  Committee  waa  more 
appropriate  thait  any  other.    It  was  a  most  singular  fact, 
that  this  branch  of  Congress,  by  its  rules,  and  the  opera- 
tion given  to  them  by  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  sustain- 
ed by  the  votes  of  the  House,  had  become  so  restricted 
and  tied  down  in  its  action,  that  it  could  not  take  up  for 
consideration  and  discussion  any  great  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  the  Government;  no  opportunity  is  ever  afforded 
to  bring  forward  propositions  upon  any  important  subject, 
in  a  distinct  ana  separate  form.    This  waa  entirely  a 
new  day  in  the  history  of  the  country.    He  was  com- 
paratively a  young  member,  but  there  were  members 
who  had  been  here  forfifleen  or  twenty  years  and  more, 
and  to  them  he  appealed  to  say  whether  the  House  waa 
ever  before  so  bound  down  by  rules  as  to  prevent  gen- 
tlemen from  bringing  forward,  in  the  form  of  resoluUon, 
any  important  subject  for  discussion.   But  nothing  could 
now  be  brought  forward,  because  the  House  had  block- 
ed up  the  way,  perhaps,  for  the  whole  session,  by  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations.    The  subject  of  executive  patronage 
could  not  be  brought  forwara,  although  it  was  connected 
with  the  best  and  most  vital  interests  of  the  country,  and 
with  principles  without  which  we  should  have  neither 
constitution  nor  country  of  which  an  American  could 
feel  proud.     With  a  view  to  ascertain  whether  there 
was  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  House  to  permit  an 
investigation  of  this  subject,  he  would  move  that  the 
bill  be  referred  to  a  select  committee.     Even  if  the  ma- 
jority of  the  committee  appointed  should  be  opposed  to 
the  principles  of  the  bill,  there  would  yet  be  an  oppor- 
tunity afforded  to  the  minority  of  the  committee  to  ex- 
press their  views  on  the  subject  of  the  bill.    He  did  not 
know  that  be  would  support  the  bill  in  its  present  sbaj  e 
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or  not,  but  he  wished  the  subject  of  executive  patron- 
age, generally,  brought  before  the  House.  He  moved 
the  reference  of  the  bill  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  ADAMS  hoped,  he  said,  that  the  motion  of 
the  gentl«msn  from  Tennessee  would  prevail;  and  lie 
assured  the  House  that  notbinr  but  the  consideration 
that  he  had  consumed  much  of  the  time  of  the  House 
had  prevented  him  from  making  the  same  proposition. 
We  never  had,  and  never  would  have,  before  us  a  more 
important  subject.  One  of  the  newspapers,  when  the 
bill  was  introduced  into  the  Senate,  remarked  that  it 
was  a  bill  to  amend  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 
He  considered  it  a  bill  not  to  amend,  but  (o  alter,  the 
constitution;  and  be  trusted  that  discusuon  would  be 
had  upon  it  to  a  great  extent,  and  that  the  decision 
upon  It  would  be  made  with  great  deliberation.  What- 
ever mi^ht  be  the  impressions  of  gentlemen  in  reprdto 
the  policy  of  the  bill,  he  hoped  that,  after  its  impor- 
tance had  been  so  forcibly  represented  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  it  would  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee. 

Mr.  HAMER  remarked  that  a  great  deal  had  been 
aaid  in  regard  to  the  appropriate  committee  of  the  House 
for  the  investigation  of  the  subject.  If  any  gentleman 
would  take  the  trouble  to  refer  to  the  rules  of  ttie  House, 
he  would  find  that  the  bill  ought  to  go  tu  the  standing 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  [Mr.  H.  here  read  the 
rule.]  Did  not  the  rule,  he  asked,  propose  to  chsnge 
laws  long  in  existence?  Where,  then,  should  the  sub- 
ject be  considered,  if  not  in  the  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary f  If  gentlemen  were  extremely  desirous  of  getting 
up  a  report  of  a  partisan  or  political  character  on  this 
subject,  their  purpose  could  be  answered  in  another 
vay.  All  they  wished  to  say  in  a  report  could  as  well 
be  said  in  a  speech,  and  for  making  speeches  opportu- 
nities occurred  daily.  He  did  not  very  well  understand 
the  frequent  lectures  upon  rulea  which  the  House  re- 
ceived of  late,  nor  did  he  see  how  the  f^entleman  could 
asKrt  that  no  opportunity  was  afforded  m  the  House  for 
the  discussion  of  great  principles.  This  was  very  extra- 
ordinary. What  had  we  done  herel>ut  discuss  great 
principles?  After  a  seasion  of  eight  or  nine  weeks,  we 
had  passed  three  acts,  and  two  of  those  of  a  private  na- 
ture. During  the  whole  time  we  had  been  constantiv 
engaged  in  discussing  matters  and  things  in  genersi. 
Two  or  three  general  resolutions,  admitting  or  a  wide 
range  of  discussion,  were  pending  now,  and  upon  them 
two  or  three  unfinlahed  speeches  were  lying  over.  Day 
after  day  gentlemen  were  waiting  to  obtain  the  floor 
for  the  purpose  of  concluding  these  speeches;  a  blaze 
of  light,  pouring  from  this  hall,  illumined  the  whole 
country;  and  if  the  session,  as  was  predicted,  lasted  till 
July,  there  would  be  scarcely  a  single  constitutional 
question  which  was  ever  agitated  in  this  country,  that 
the  readers  of  debates  would  not  be  fully  enlightened 
vpon.  If  the  rules  were  wrong,  let  us  (said  he)  change 
them.  But,  as  long  as  they  were  in-  existence,  they 
ought  to  be  observed.  According  to  these  rules,  the 
bill  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
dary. 

Mr.  VANDERPOKL  said  that  he  had  heard  no  good 
reason  for  a  reference  of  this  bill  to  a  select  committee. 
The  honorable  member  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  An- 
AMs]  bad  observed  that  this  was  a  bill  to  change  the  con- 
atitution,  and  therefore  he  would  vote  to  refer  it  to  a  se- 
lect committee.  Another  honorable  gentleman  [Mr. 
Bxll]  had  observed  that  it  was  a  very  important  bill;  it 
was  one  in  which  the  people  took  great  interest,  and 
therefore  it  ought  to  go  to  a  select  committee,  that  a 
report  might  be  speedily  made,  and  gentlemen  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  discussing  this  subject.  Mr.  V. 
said  he  hardly  thought  that  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see would  hazard  the  assertion  made  by  the  gentleman 


from  Massachusettr,  that  this  was  a  bill  to  ebsafe  the  as- 
stitution.  It  origlnatedin  the  Senate,  and  many  iratlcBQ 
would  doubtless  deem  it  uncharitable  to  that  bodj  \n 
say  that  they  would,  by  means  of  a  mere  laV|  cbflje 
the  conatitation.     If  it  was  not  a  proposition  to  chnfc 
the  constitution,  it  was  only  a  proposition  to  chaa|t  is 
existing  law,  and  therefore  belonged  most  approprat^ 
ly  to  the  Judiciary  Committee.     The  mere  importua 
of  the  subject,  upon  which  the  gentleman  from  la» 
see  had  dwelt  with  so  much  force,  was  certainly  noRv 
son  for  referring  this  bill  to  a  select  committee.  Tk 
Judicisry  Committee  waa  surely  one  of  tbe  most  isper- 
tant  committees  recognised  bv  the  rules  of  this  How 
It  required  great  ability  and  learning,  and  ita  Diemba 
were  always  selected,  he  8up|»osed»  in  reference  totte 
requisite  talents  and  qualificationa.     He  did  not  beEm 
that  select  committees  engrossed  all  the  srisdoo  nd 
capacity  of  the  House,  but  was  rather  disposed  to  t)^ 
that  a  body  of  gentlemen,  who  were  permanent,  lal 
chosen  for  the  investigation  of  great  and  interesting  a^ 
jects,  would  be  apt  to  be  quite  as  select  for  their  v» 
dom,  in  reference  to  the  subjects  that  came  within  tbcir 
province,  as  another  body,  which  we  dignified  vitfafk 
appellation  of  a  «^lect  committee.'*    Tbe  gtntksa 
from  Tennessee  had  not  ventured  tossy  that  the  nbjtd- 
matter  of  the  bill  did  not  most  naturally  belong  to  tk 
Judiciary  Committee;  but   it  waa    an  important  »^ 
ject,  and  ipaofatiOf  in  the  opinion  of  that  honorable ;» 
tleman,  it  ought  to  be  referred  to  a  aelect  committce. 
This  waa  to  his  (Mr.  V's)  mind  a  very  uosatisfectar 
reason  for  a  special  reference.    It  was^  he  belierei  i 
very  important  law,  and  one  which  proposed  to  secart 
to  the  incumbents  of  office  a  freehold  title  in  offices- 
Mr.  Y.  SMd  tbe  honorable  gentleman  from  Ttnet^ 
see  [Mr.  Bill]  had  given  the  House  another  lectoit 
about  the  mischiefs  resuUing  from  our  rules,  or  (res 
the  administration  of  them.    He  did  not  undersuod  tin 
honorable  gentleman  to  impute  any  blame  to  tbe  prn 
ding  officer  of  tbe  House,  but  the  grievance  of  wiw 
he  most  complained  was^  that  the  discnsaion  of  'X'  ^ 
important  subject  was  finished,  before  another  vas  ob- 
truded upon  our  consideration.    This  waa  no  nev  as- 
chief.     He  (Mr.  V.)  had  felt  the  annoying  «"*«»*/; 
it  under  former  auspices,  and  very  ahortly  after  be  b^ 
came  a  member  of  this  House.    Two  years  ago  be » 
dertook  to  make  a  speech  upon  an  important  mb]^ 
and  proceeded  with  his  argument  for  about  half  an  bo&% 
when  he  gave  way  to  a  motion  to  adjourn.    Next  af^ 
ing  he  resumed  his  seat,  with  notea  m  hand,  to  coottf^ 
hia  argument,  and,  much  to  his  annoyance,  the  subp 
was  not  again  announced  from  the  Chair  till  after  ibeex^ 
piration  of  some  weeks!    And  most  of  the  i^^^^ 
here  would  hear  witness  to  the  sgony  vhicb  i««»^ 
from  being  Isden  for  whole  weeks  with  a  ^'^'^ 
speech.     His  past  experience,  therefore,  «'»^'*°.'^ 
to  bear  witness  that  the  confusion  in  which  the  boso^ 
of  the  House  waa  involved,  by  means  of  our  ry*«J»  ^ 
not  unprecedented,  and  therefore  it  was  not  s  lit  ^J^ 
of  rebuke  to  the  majority  of  this  House.   Hedtfif 
know  that  the  honorable  gentleman  Intended  toRDu^ 
the  msjority,  but  he  at  leaat  took  good  care  to,it0H>» 
them  very  often  of  tlie  evila  of  tbehr  rules.         ^ 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee  seenca 
think  that  it  was  vitally  important  to  the  |)eopie  '"J 
this  and  other  subjects  of  importance,  to  which  be "° 
adverted,  should  be  here  discussed.    He  (Mr*,  v}^ 
not,  for  some  time  past,  so  far  aa  the  ^^^^^"^'l;^ 
people  waa  concerned,  been  in  the  habit  ^^^    ^ 
quite  as  much  importance  to  speeches  made  'f^* 
in  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol,  as  wss sscribed  to^ 
by  many  other  gentlemen.     He  did  not  beliere  m 
was  the  fountain— the  source  of  all  light  for  the  r^ 
Noi  be  believed  that  the  people  of  this  oounti7'>^'^ 
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*in  enoug^h  to  undentand  their  political  righls  «nd  nir 
remta,  and  independence  enough  to  aHert  and  vindi* 
te  themi  and  if  gentlemen  here  would  more  frequent- 
yield  to,  or  prrat  by,  the  leiaons  which  the  people 
light  them,  they  woald  be  more  apt  to  perpetuate  the 
»nfidence,  and  lubserve  the  intereat^  of  the  people. 
It,  if  gentlemen  wanted  to  make  apeeches  to  enlight- 
I  the  people,  they  could  as  well  perform  that  duty 
fcer  the  report  of  a  standing  committee  as  after  the  re- 
»rt  of  a  select  committee.  They  nught  make  their 
ro  houra'  speech,  print  it  in  the  Globe  or  **  Sua,*'  and 
lus  illuininate  the  benighted  people.  The  argument 
r  the  honorable  gentleman  [Mr.  Bau]  in  &vor  of  aae- 
tet  committee,  because  of  the  facili^  that  might  be  af- 
)rded  to  make  speeches,  was  as  unsound  as  the  argu- 
lent  that  it  ought  to  be  referred  to  a  select  committee 
n  account  of  its  importance. 

Mr.  B£IX  said  tiwt  it  was  because  speeches  of  this 
ature  were  not  thought  calculated,  br  the  gentleman 
nd  his  friends,  to  enlighten  the  people,  that  he  com- 
plained of  ^  the  operation  of  the  rules,  which  restricted 
be  discussions  to  such  subjects  as  those  who  control  the 
ittsiness  of  the  House  thought  proper  for  discussion.   A 
nember  could  not  present  b'ls  views  on  this  subject 
Rfitbottt  being  called  to  order,  and  arrested  in  his  re- 
marks by  a  majority  of  the  House.      All  discussions 
were  shut  out  unless  they  were  approved  by  a  majority 
of  the  House,  and  such  as  were  calculated  to  enlighten 
the  people  upon  one  side  of  the  question  only.     Peti- 
tions, for  the  last  three  mornings,  had  cat  off  one  of 
those  resolutions  upon  which  the  gentleman  said  we 
could  have  the  opportunity  of  general  discussion.    This 
waa  the  result  of  a  new  constructioo  of  the  rules  of  the 
House.     The  gentleman  from  Obio^  he  said,  was  hardly 
candid  in  saying  that  kn  opportunity  waa  afforded  for 
discussion  by  these  resolutions.    The  gentleman  had 
certainly  the  sagacity  to  perceive  that  his  friends  had 
burned  their  fingers  when  they  agreed  to  consider  the 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  )|assachusetts,  [Mr. 
Adams.]    Instead  of  affording  an  opportunity  for  the 
discussion  of  that  resolution,  great  pains  had  been  taken 
by  the  gentleman's  friends  to  cut  it  off.     When  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Masoh]  brought  forward 
his  resolution  to  bind  the  House  to  the  consideration  of 
the  appropriation  bills  from  the  precise  hour  of  one 
o'clock  each  day,  he  saw  plainly  that  it  was  intended  to 
seal  the  lips  of  all  those  who  wished  to  take  part  in  the 
discussion  of  that  subject.    The  abolition  resolutions 
had  slept  so  long  that  those  who  took  most  interest  in 
them  had  forgotten  them.    The  same  was  the  case  willi 
the  resolution  on  the  Military  Academy.     He  was  sorry 
to  allude  to  any  political  interests  in  this  House,  but  he 
must  remark  that  neither  of  these  resolutions  appeared 
to  be  favorite  subjects  with  the  majority  of  the  House. 
The  gentleman  could  not  be  sincere  in  saying  that  an 
opportunity  was  afforded  by  these  resolutions  to  enlight- 
en the  people  by  discussions  on  general  subjects.    The 
gentleman  intimates  (said  Mr.  B.)  that  I  want  an  oppor- 
tunity to  make  a  party  report.    That  ffentleman  has 
known  me,  as  a  member  of  this  House,  for  some  time, 
*Bd  be  never  knew  an  instance  in  which  I  acted  as  a 
partisan  on  this  floor.    I  defy  him  to  point  to  a  single 
ut  of  mine  which  can  justify  the  imputation. 

[Mr.  Hamis  explained.  The  gentleman  having  al- 
luded to  majorities  and  minorities,  he  had  onlv  intended 
to  indicate  a  mode  in  which  the  minority  could  present 
their  views.] 

Mr.  BuL  was  obliged  to  the  gentleman,  he  said,  for 
his  explanation,  but  it  appeared  strange  to  him  that  it 
was  taken  for  granted  that  no  speech  could  be  made 
here  but  with  immediate  relation  to  the  prospects  of 
men  fur  office.  Was  it  supposed,  in  1826,  that  the  sub- 
ject of  Government  patronsge  was  exclusively  a  parti- 


mn  or  political  aubject'  We  had  passed  through  a 
great  revolution,  indeed, Mf  the  friends  of  this  adminis- 
trstion  had  become  champions  of  execative  power  and 
patronage.  Times  had  changed,  and  men  had  changed 
with  them.  The  importance  of  the  subject  waa  not  the 
only  reason  which  lie  had  urged  in  favor  of  the  refer* 
ence  of  the  bill  to  a  select  committee.  On  parlia- 
mentary principles,  a  committee  ought  to  be  allowed 
for  the  bill  which  was  composed  of  members  lavorable 
to  its  object,  but,  according  to  the  parliamentary  law  of 
the  Congreas  of  the  United  States,  the  Ismb  is  always 
committed  ta  the  wolf.  His  object  in  desiring  a  select 
committee  waa  to  bring  the  subject  before  a  eommittee 
which  would  direct  its  attention  exclusively  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  make  an  early  report  upon  it.  That  waa  the 
only  way  in  which  the  subject  could  be  brought  before 
the  House  for  discusnon.  He  did  not  know  that  even  a 
minoritv  of  the  committee  appointed  would  be  in  favor 
of  the  billj  and  present  a  report  of  their  views  on  the 
subject.  He  believed  that  the  best  mode  of  enlighten- 
ing the  people  on  public  topics  waa  by  discussion  here- 
by x>pen,  free,  manly,  discussion  on  this  floor.  When 
gentlemen  meet  here  face  to  face  in  debate,  error  will 
be  exposed,  and  fallacy  detected.  It  waa  far  preferable 
to  the  light  which  issues  from  editorial  columns  of  a 
party  press,  which  presents  only  one  side  of  a  question. 
Here  both  sides  are  heard.  He  should  continue  his  lec- 
tures on  the  rules  of  this  House,  but  slways  in  a  spirit 
of  courtesy  to  the  House,  and,  in  defiance  of  the  taunts 
of  p;entlemen,  should  point  out  the  practical  purposes 
whjch  they  were  made  to  serve.  Sir,  free  discussion 
exists  no  longer  on  this  floor.  How  happened  it  thst 
the  Senate  had  become  the  popuUr  branch  of  the  Na- 
tional Legislature?  It  vraa  because  every  Senator  had 
an  opportunity  to  apeak  on  any  great  subject  whtoh  he 
might  choose  to  introduce  in  that  body.  He  shouM 
continue,  from  day  to  day,  to  complain  of  the  rulea  of 
this  House,  and  of  the  operation  given  to  them,  so  long 
as  they  tended  to  defeat  the  object  and  end  of  the  pop- 
ular branch  of  the  National  Legislature.  He  regarded 
the  subject  of  executive  patronage  a  great  one,  and  one 
which  ought  to  be  fully  and  freely  discussed  in  this 
House,  and  his  object  was  to  bring  it  before  tlie  House 
in  such  a  ahape  that  it  could  be  discussed  untrammelled 
by  rules.  He  dkl  not  know  that  he  approved  of  this  bill 
as  it  stoodf  he  had  no  party  feeling  in  regard  to  it|  but 
he  invoked  discussion  upon  the  subject  aa  one  of  the 
greatest  importance  to  the  welfare  of  this  country. 

Mr.  MANN  explained  that  he  had  made  the  motion  to 
refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  because 
he  believed  that  to  be  the  proper  course,  and  he  aaar  no 
reaaon  to  deviate  from  that  course,  unless  there  was 
some  great  principle  that  could  be  brought  to  bear 
against  the  propriety  of  doing  so.     He  agreed  that  the 
subject  was  one  of  the  highest  importance,  and  one  that 
required  the  most  deliberate  examination.    But  it  waa 
not  a  new  proposition,  for  it  was  as  early  as  the  first 
Congpress.    Mr.  M.  hsid  heard  no  reason  why  the  uaual 
course  should  be  departed  from.    The  gentleman  f^om 
Tennessee  had  manifeated  a  very  commendable  zeal  m 
regard  to  the  business  of  the  House,  and  told  them  that 
times  had  chinged,  strangely  changed.    Mr.  M.  would 
ask,  was  it  not  rather  a  change  of  the  gentleman  than  a 
change  of  the  times?    With  regard  to  the  complaints 
made  about  the  rules  of  the  House,  he  could  not  perceive 
its  application  to  the  present  question  of  referring  this 
bill  to  a  standing  committee.    Mr.  M.  had,  as  the  prin- 
cipal organ  of  the  committee  of  the  House  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  rules,  made  a  report  thereon,  and  had  pro- 
posed to  call  it  upt  but  he  had  as  yet  been  unable  to  do 
so.    If  he  waited  till  it  became  the  regular  order,  he 
feared  the  report  would  not  be  considered  dunng  the 
I  present  Kssioni  and,  for  the  purpose  of  endeavoring  to 
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diachargre  his  duty,  he  would  uk  the  House  to^ake  it  up 
every  day,  from  that  day  henceforward,  until  a  decided 
manifestation  of  the  House  rejected  h'ls  motion.  Mr.  M. 
complained  of  the  disingenuous  imputation  cast  upon  the 
majority  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  of  wishing 
to  evade  the  question. 

Mr.  BELL  remarked  that  principles  never  changed, 
though  men  did.  Principles  were  of  all  times,  and  no 
change  of  circumstances  altered  them.  If  those  who  sup- 
ported the  principles  of  1826  now  opposed  them,  it  was 
a  proof  that  men  had  changed.  When  he  should  have 
an  opportunity  to  enter  upon  the  discussion  of  this  sub- 
ject, he  would  endeavor  to  show  who  had  changed. 

Mr.  MANN  replied  that  it  was  true  that  principles  did 
not  change,  but  men  changed  their  principles. 

Mr.  MERC£R  inquired  in  what  length  of  time  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  would  probably  be  able  to 
report  on  the  subject,  if  the  bill  should  be  committed  to 
them. 

Mr.  THOMAS  felt  great  difficulty,  he  said,  in  saying 
whether  the  bill  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  or  not.  In  reply  to  the  gentleman's 
question,  he  would  remark  that  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  was  clusely  engaged  upon  several  very  labori- 
oua  subjects— the  Ohio  and  Michigan  boundary  question! 
the  judicial  circuit  court  system  of  the  southwestern 
States,  and  other  bills.  He  supposed,  however,  that  the 
House  would  not  be  able  to  take  up  the  subject  of  this 
bill  for  at  least  ninety  days,  and  by  that  time,  or  before, 
he  presumed  that  the  committee  would  be  prepared  to 
make  their  report.  Speaking  for  himaelf,  be  had  rtry 
little  ambition  to  take  charge  of  the  subiect. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  made  some  remarks  on  the  consti- 
tution of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with  a  view  to 
show  that  the  bill  in  question  did  not  come  within  the 
icope  of  their  duties. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  contended  that,  inasmuch  as  the 
bill  involved  legal  and  constitutional  questions,  the  Judi- 
ciary  was  the  commiUee  to  which  it  ought  to  be  re- 
ferred.   He  referred  to  the  rule  relative  to  the  refer- 
encc  of  subjects  to  committees.    There  would,  he  said, 
always  be  differences  of  opinion,  aa  long  as  we  were  a 
nation,  and  it  was  proper  that  it  should  be  so.    What 
was  the  advanUge  proposed  to  be  gained  by  referring 
the  subject  to  a  select  committee^    Why,  that  a  select 
committee  would  sooner  be  able  to  make  a  report.  And 
from  whom  were  the  select  committee  to  be  chosen  > 
The  first  would  be  the  gentleman  himself,  and  he  was 
the  chairman  of  a  standing  committee.    The  chairman 
of  the  Judiciary  Committee  would  be  the  next,  for  this 
large  subject  required  all  the  legal  intellect  of  the  coun- 
try! then  it  would  be  requisite  to  take  all  the  legal  light 
that  the  House  could  afford,  and  the  making  of  this  com- 
mittee  would  be  Uie  breaking  up  of  several  of  the  other 
comroitteef .    He  was  against  it.  The  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee  would  make  its  report;  the  subject  would  be  dis- 
cussed in  the  House  and  through  the  newspapers;  the 
country  would  have  the  whole  of  it  before  them.     But 
if  it  were  referred  to  a  select  committee,  part  of  this 
committee  must  necessarily  be  selected  from  each  side, 
and  the  result  would  be  two  reports.     He  was  in  favor 
of  discussing  it  in  the  House,  to  see  if  it  were  in  the 
power  of  the  House  to  alter  the  constitution,  If  such  al- 
teratbn  were  wanted.    If  it  was  a  great  constitutional 
question,  to  whom  should  it  be  sent?    To  a  select  com- 
mittee?   Noi  let  it  be  sent  to  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
who  had  been  selected  on  account  of  their  legal  knowl- 
edge,  and  let  them  examine  whether  it  infringes  upon 
the  constitution.     When  it  came  back,  let  the  result  be 
laid  fairly  before  the  people,  and  let  them  decide.    If 
(said  Mr.  8.)  we  cannot  sustain  it  by  reason,  we  ought 
not  to  attempt  to  carry  it  by  power.     Nothing  can  be 


to  take  it  up  in  the  House.  The  House  wiU  not  tike  it 
up  till  it  is  ready;  and  there  are  other  matten  of  {[rtucr 
importance  before  the  Houae  than  whether  John  Doe « 
Richard  Roe  ahall  hold  office  in  the  country. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  acquiesced  in  much  that  M  \m 
said  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennaylmii, 
[Mr.  SuTHiBiJLHii,]  and,  if  he  was  perwsdcd  that^ 
subject  was  a  proper  one  for  judicial  counsel,  wouU  c» 
cur  with  him  in  its  reference.  But  this  bill  cootempiiitt 
a  great  variety  of  officers.  Suppose  the  bill  reiitcdti 
officers  of  the  customs  alone,  would  it  not  be  referred ii 
the  Committee  on  Commerce?  But,  as  the  bill  wis  ge» 
ral  in  its  character,  embracing  all  the  officers  of  the  Gai- 
emment,  there  was  no  particular  propriety  in  referni; 
it  to  any  standing  committee.  If  it  wss  a  questno  i 
which  lawyers  only  could  judge*  then  it  woaU  bi 
proper  to  refer  it  to  the  Judiciary  Committee;  botufi 
was  a  bill  relating  to  all  officers,  it  became  s  case  vhkt 
required  a  select  committee.  It  ought  to  be  ui  i^ 
committee,  having  the  advantage  of  the  best  taleot  iotk 
House.  If  it  be  a  practical  queatioii,  ^ive  it  the  b<» 
fit  of  a  practical  man;  and  so  far  as  it  msybetiepi 
question,  let  it  have  the  advantage  of  legal  acqairescat 
He  was  not  satisfied  that  it  was  a  party  question,  wdb 
expected  to  see  parties  divided  upon  it.  He  hinself  k- 
knowledged  no  party  obligations  on  the  question. 

Mr.  HAMER  did  not  wish  to  prevent  the  geotlesn 
from  Tennessee  from  discussing  any  question,  aodbopd 
his  course  had  not  been  such  as  to  prevent  bim  ortr 
other  gentleman  from  discussing  the  question.  Be 
would  ask  if  it  was  kind  in  him  to  talk  of  majonte 
and  minorities,  and  executive  patronage,  and,  vba 
other  gentlemen  make  similar  remarks,  to  compliioti 
it  f  tf  gentlemen  would  complain  that  they  were  not  li^ 
lowed  to  speak,  had  they  a  right  to  compUiin  if  they 
were  replied  to?  It  was  not  to  be  supposed  by  the  ^ 
tleroan,  or  by  him,  that  the  House  had  no  political  teei- 
Ing.  If  he  suspected  that  the  majority  were  guided  bf 
partisan  principle!,  was  it  not  natural  that  those  of  w 
majority  should  suspect  the  minority  of  the  aaiDc'  u 
all  amounts  to  a  deckration  by  each  that  he  is  foUovof 
out  the  measures  which  he  supposes  to  be  the  best  m 
the  country.  He  was  against  referring  this  bill  to  i 
felect  committee.  He  apprehended  that  the  gentleoss 
from  Tennessee  was  mistsken  in  supposing  that  it  m 
the  custom  of  the  British  Parliament  to  refer  til  prop<^ 
sitions  to  committees  which  are  in  favor  of  them.  Tbe 
rule  might  be  on  their  books,  but  it  was  not  put  in  pw* 
tice. 

Mr.  McKIM  moved  the  previous  question,  and  w 
tilers  were  engaged  in  ascertaining  whether  there  m 
a  second;  when 

The  CHAIR  informed  the  House  that  the  main  q«» 
tion  would  be  on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill,  and  not 
on  the  motion  to  commit  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ja* 
diciary. 

Mr.  McKIM  then  withdrew  the  motion  for  the  ^' 
vious  question. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  MERCER  a>^ 
THOMAS 

Mr.  BELL  deckred  that  he  wss  not  instigated  b/iof 
party  views,  and  that  it  was  of  importance  that  oeo- 
bers  should  not  broach  the  subject  of  executive  patroi- 
Bgess  a  party  question.  The  interest  of  thecoostry 
required  thst  the  House  should  consider  the  subject, 
uninfluenced  by  psrty  feelings.  The  gentleman  fro^ 
Ohio  denied  that  it  was  the  practice  of  the  drm 
Parliament  to  refer  subjects  to  committees  vluci 
were  willing  to  report.  He  said  that  the  rule  appe*K» 
on  their  books,  but  was  not  adopted  in  practice.  ^^ 
then,  (ssid  Mr.  B.,)  still  they  go  before  us,  for  tbe;«c* 


JronlS  J"*'"PJ  *®  <^»"y  »*  oy  Po^***-     Nothing  can  be     knowledge  the  right.  , 

gamea  ny  a  select  committee,  unless  it  could  compel  us  *      Mr.  ROBERTSON  had  risen,  he  said>  wldj^  fi"  ^ 
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irpose  to  state  a  fact  which  would  induce  him  to  vote 
ainst  the  reference  of  the  bill  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
ittee.  It  had  already  been  stated  that  several  impor- 
It  subjects  were  now  before  that  committee,  including 
e  Ohio  and  Michigan  controversy,  and  the  southwest- 
n  circuit  bill.     The  chairman  would  also  bear  him  out 

stating  that,  after  a  discussion  before  the  committee, 
e  meeting  was  adjourned  for  one  week,  and  they 
3uld  then  meet  for  the  purpose  of  acting  on  a  large 
iss  or  unfinished  business,  which  had  accumulated  upon 
cm  during  the  session.  Under  these  circumstances, 
J  felt  justified  in  ssying  that  the  committee  could  not 
ve  early  attention  to  the  subject.  As  a  member  of 
at  committee,  he  had  no  desire  to  shrink  from  the 
trformance  of  any  duty,  but  the  committee  had  already 

much  business  as  they  could  attend  to  for  some  time 

come. 

Mr.  PE\RCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  said  that,  from  the 
le  of  the  bill,  he  could  not  tell  what  the  Senate  had 
view;  but  it  was  a  bill  which  had  passed  in  that 
•anch  of  the  Legislature  last  year,  and  had  failed  in 
is.  The  bill  (said  Mr.  P.)  required  us  to  retrace  our 
eps,  and  alter  rules  which  were  coeval  with  the  form- 
ion  of  the  constitution.  It  interfered  with  the  rights 
F  the  Executive,  and  altered  the  form  of  the  Govern- 
lent. 

[The  SFVAxam  said  that  it  was  not  in  order  to  discuss 
le  merits  of  the  bill  on  a  question  as  to  its  reference.] 

Mr.  P.  said  it  was  his  object  to  show  that  he  consid- 
red  it  to  be  a  bill  which  involved  constitutional  qnes- 
ons.  As  he  understood  the  rules,  if  there  was  one 
ommittee  more  proper  than  another  to  which  to  refer 
le  consideration  of  the  present  subject,  it  was  the 
ommittee  om  the  Judiciary,  whose  province  it  was  to 
insider  and  to  report  on  propositions  of  this  nature, 
he  President  of  the  United  States  was  required  to 
cecute  the  laws  of  the  United  SUtes.     He  could  not  do 

in  person,  but  must  do  it  by  and  with  the  assistsnce 
r  others;  and  when  he  sends  a  notice  of  an  appoint- 
lent  to  the  S  enate,  this  bill  required  him  to  say  why  he 
elected  A,  B,  or  C. 

[The  Sfkakir  reminded  the  gentleman  that  he  was 
3>ng  into  the  main  question.] 

Mr.  p.  con  tinued  his  remarks  in  favor  of  the  refer- 
"ice  of  the  l»ill  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  ADAMS  said  that,  as  the  yeas  and  nays  had 
sen  called,  and  he  should  vote  against  referring  the 
ihject  to  th«  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  he  wished 
'  ^sign  his  reason  for  so  doing.  It  was  not  from  any 
ant  of  confidence  in  that  committee,  but  because  he 
as  of  opinion  that  the  subject-matter  of  the  bill  ought 
>  he  referred  to  a  select  committee.  This  proposition, 
nder  the  form  of  a  bill,  was,  in  fact,  a  proposition  for 
Itering  the  constitution,  as  it  was  first  formed,  in  what 
e  considered  one  of  its  most  vital  parts.  The  constitu- 
on  placed  the  executive  power  in  the  President  of  the 
United  States — 

[The  Speaker  called  Mr.  A.  to  order.  He  was  dis- 
ussinjr  the  merits  of  the  bill,  which  was  not  the  subject 
efore  the  House.] 

Mr.  AsAxs  continued.  One  ground  on  which  he  ob- 
scted  to  referring  this  bill  to  the  Committee  on  tlie  Ju- 
jclary,  and  preferred  a  select  committee,  was,  that  the 
ill  involved  a  question  relative  to  the  constitution;  and 
.(lestions  of  this  nature  were  subjects  for  a  soecial  com- 
)iUee,  and  not  for  a  standing  committee.  On  tnat  gpwund 
>e  should  vote  for  its  reference  to  a  select  committee, 
[he  subject  required  profound  knowledge,  not  only  of 
he  constitution  of  the  United  States,  but  also  of  the  his- 
^iry  of  the  country,  and  of  the  practice  since  the  consti- 
ut:on  was  formed^  and  a  report  ought  to  be  made  to  the 
^ouse,  exhibiting  all  these  particulars.  Such  a  report 
'ould  not  be  made  out  in  sixty  or  ninety  days;  and  if  the 


gentleman  from  Maryland  had  said  that  the  committee 
could  make  a  report  m  ninety  days,  he  should  have  said 
that  he  had  not  taken  time  enough,  even  if  the  commit- 
tee was  unencumbered  with  other  business. 

Mr.  PEYTON,  of  Tennessee,  expressed  the  hope  that 
the  bill  would  not  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary.  That  committee,  (said  Mr.  P.,)  to  which  he 
had  the  honor  to  belong.  Is  at  this  time  burdened  with 
more  important  business  than  any  other  committee,  per- 
haps, of  this  House— more  than  it  can  dispose  of  in  any 
reasonable  time.  We  have  the  important  and  exciting 
question  of  the  Ohio  and  Michigan  boundary— a  question 
which  has  been  argued  before  us  at  great  length,  and 
with  distinguished  ability,  by  the  gentlemenr  representing 
those  who  feel  so  deep  and  lively  an  interest  in  the  ques- 
tion. Sir,  up  to  our  last  meeting,  we  had.  not  even  be- 
gan to  form  an  opinion  upon  this  solitary  question,  be- 
cause we  had  not  fullv  heard  the  argument.  There  are 
other  subjects  of  perhaps  equal  importance  befbre  that 
committee,  untouched,  unacted  upon — the  constitution 
of  Michigan,  and  the  bill  to  revise  the  Judiciary.  The 
whole  time  of  the  committee  has  been  consumed  on  the 
first  of  these  important  subjects,  to  the  exclusion  of 
all  other  matters.  Business  of  a  less  important  character 
has  been  accumulating  upon  the  table  of  that  committee. 
At  our  last  meeting  a  large  distribution  of  such  cases  was 
made.  Sir,  I  have  not  the  most  distant  hope,  if  the  bill 
be  referred  to  that  committee— 'notwithstanding  the  in- 
dustry, talents,  and  information,  which  I  know  my  col- 
leagues to  possess,  and  have  devoted,  and  will  continue 
to  devote,  to  all  business  intrusted  to  them — that  a  report 
can  be  expected  during  this  session  of  Congress.  It  will 
be  impossible.  If  the  House  wishes  action  upon  this  im- 
portant bill,  then  let  it  not  be  referred  to  that  committee. 
But  if  the  object  of  gentlemen  be  to  give  it  a  gidetui^ 
and  send  it  to  sleep — if  not  so  long  as  Rip  Van  Winkle 
slept,  yet  for  a  time,  for  a  purpose,  during  this  session 
of  Congress — they  cannot  do  better  than  send  it  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee. 

With  regard  to  the  principles  of  this  bill,  sir,  I  would 
remark,  that  they  were  once  popular  with  the  party  to 
which  I  belong,  if  that  party  has  yet  an  existence!  It  is 
fast  merging  into  the  party/  The  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams]  doubtless  well  recollects 
what  were  these  principles  in  1826,  and  what  were  the 
feelings  of  our  party  at  that  day.  He,  sir,  is  consistent, 
perfectly  consistent.  He  was  then,  as  now,  opposed  to 
the  principles  of  this  bill.  But  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  has  given  his  friends — I  mean,  sir,  his  new 
friends,  for  that  rentleman  is  now  decidedly  the  leader 
of  the  party  in  this  House— he  has  given  his  new  friends 
a  dreadful  thrust.  He  has  told  them  that  this  bill  pro- 
poses an  omendment,  no,  not  an  amendment,  but  an  al- 
teration of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States— a  cur- 
tailing the  Executive  of  his  constitutional  and  necessary 
powers.  Tes,  sir,  and  they  submit  in  silence,  are  dumb 
under  the  rebuke.  Whose  measure  is  this^  Who  is  the 
father  of  this  bilP  A  distinguished  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri [Mr.  BsiTTOir]  reported  it.  Another  distinguished 
Senator  from  Tennessee  [Judge  Whits]  was  on  the  com- 
mittee, and  concurred  with  him.  But  there  was  another  dtr- 
tinguished  Senator  at  that  time,  now  one  amongst,  though 
not  one  of,  the  Senators,  but  fills  a  still  higher  station,  and 
is  aiming  at  one  still  a  little  higher,  [Mr.  Vah  Burs  v.  1 
This  gentleman  was  on  the  committee,  and  sanctioned 
and  sustained  this  very  bill  in  1836.  litis  was  the  pop- 
ular measure  of  the  party  in  1836,  ushered  to  the  world 
under  such  auspices.  I  call  upon  gentlemen,  if  thev 
have  principle,  and  go  for  principle,  to  show  it;  I  can 
upon  them,  if  they  have  any  pride  of  consistency,  to  say 
nothing  about  principle,  to  come  forwsrd  and  meet  the 

{rentleman,  [Mr.  Adaxs,]  although  he  is  the  head  and 
eader  of  the  party  in  this  House.    Tour  pride,  your 
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honor*  your  prineiplci»  your  character  for  eomistency* 
all  call  aloud  upon  you  to  meet  him.  Is  it  not  the  same 
bill  of  '26?  Does  it  not  contain  the  same  provision  of 
that  btlU  and  will  you  hang  your  heads,  and  hear  it  de- 
nounced so  brosdly  by  the  gentteman  from  Massachu- 
setts, merely  because  he  is  now  your  leader?  Remem- 
ber iU  paternity.  Who  was  the  father  of  this  bill?  The 
Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  BavToirt]  and  has  he  no 
friend  here  who  will  stand  its  godfather,  and  protect  it? 
It  is  the  very  same  bantling,  in  evenr  feature.  Tes,  sir, 
veriaiim  tt  iiieralim,  even  to  the  dotting  of  the  i's  snd 
the  crossing  of  the  t's,  as  my  friend  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Wise]  would  say .  Do  you  abandon  it  ?  Where  are  your 
principles?  Poor  off-cast.  It  has  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massschusetts,  [Mr.  Asaxs,]  and 
the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  [Mr.  Psabcs,]  who 
have  always  been  opposed  to  it,  and  who  denounce  it  in 
advance,  and  then  send  it  off  like  a  foundling  to  be  smoth- 
ered. I  am  opposed  to  this  course,  sir.  I  am  glad  that 
Uiis  question  has  been  brought  up.  I  wish  to  see  tested 
the  principles  of  the  party.  I  wish  to  resort  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Jackson  party,  call  them  up,  and  see  if 
there  now  exists  enough  of  those  principles  to  lesven  the 
whole  lump  of  the  psrty.  Yes,  sir,  I  am  glad  to  see  this 
medicine  prepared  by  our  own  party,  our  own  leaders 
in  lS26p  presented  sgain  in  1836.  He  who  refuses  to 
take  it,  let  him  talk  no  more  about  his  principles,  about 
his  consistency.  This,  sir,  was  the  leading  favorite 
measure  of  the  Jackson  party  in  1836.  Upon  its  princi- 
ples we  rallied,  and  carried  the  war  to  the  gates,  ay, 
even  to  the  storming  and  entering  the  White  House. 

[Here  the  Spsakib  said  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
was  taking  too  wide  a  range  in  his  remarks.  The  merits 
of  the  bill  cannot  be  discussed  upon  a  motion  to  refer.] 

Mr.  PsTToir.  I  did  not,  Mr.  Speaker,  wish  to  trans- 
cend the  rules  of  order.  I  am  aware  that  any  discussion 
of  the  merits  of  the  bill  would  be  out  of  order.  I  did 
not  allude  to  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  bill.  I  did 
not  allude  to  any  one  of  its  provisions,  except  ss  s  reply 
to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams.]  I 
do  not  propose  to  discuss  the  merits,  but  to  state  that  the 
bill  now  under  consideration  is  the  samei  the  identical 
bill,  in  form,  as  well  ss  substance,  reported  by  the  Sena- 
tors from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Bshtoh,]  from  Tennessee,  [Mr. 
Wbits,]  and  the  Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Vait 
Bunxir,  J  in  1836)  and  to  eontend  that  what  was  principle 
in  1836  IS  principle  in  1836;  snd  to  express  a  hope  that 
gentlemen  were  willing  to  be  tested  by  principle,  and 
appeal  to  them,  to  the  majority  of  this  House,  to  mske 
such  a  disposition  of  the  bill  as  to  have  it  brought  before 
the  House  for  its  action  at  this  session,  and  not  to  send 
it  to  a  committee  which  would  be  unable  to  make  a  re- 
port upon  it. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  said,  sufficient  for  the  dsy  is  the 
evil  thereof.  He  had  understood  the  Chair  to  say  that 
the  merits  of  the  question  could  not  be  discussed,  snd 
regretted  that  charges,  so  broad  in  their  character,  had 
been  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  against  the 
Judiciary  Committee.  The  gentleman  said  that,  in  the 
event  of  the  reference  of  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on 
.the  Judiciary,  it  would  there  sleep,  and  be  heard  of  no 
more—thereby  intimating  that  the  committee  would 
shrink  from  the  discharge  of  their  duty. 

Mr.  PEYTON  asked  leave  to  explain.  I  thought  (said 
Mr.  P.)  that  no  human  being  could  possibly  have  misun- 
derstood me{  for  I  stated,  distinctly,  tliat  it  was  on  ac- 
count of  the  great  mass  of  business  before  the  committee 
that  it  could  not  make  a  report;  and  to  assert,  or  insinu- 
ate, that  I  said  any  thing  else,  is  to  do  me  great  injustice; 
and  for  a  gentleman  who  would  so  insinuate,  1  shall  have 
aa  little  respect  as  that  gentleman  seems  to  have  for  my 
remarks. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  continued.    The  gentleman  would 


find  him  among  the  last  to  misrepresent  hioi,  tad  im| 
the  first  to  repel  innnuations  against  the  patty  to  vhid 
It  was  his  pride  to  be  attached.  If  he  had  misrepresentod 
the  gentleman,  it  was  in  consequence  of  htfins  nam- 
derstood  him.    He  entered  the  hall  after  the  fciiileaH 
commenced  speaking,  and  had  not  heard  all  h'li  misrbL 
He  had  understood  him  to  say  that  the  Comnuttee  wtke 
Judiciary  would  make  no  report  in  time  for  the  ict'mtf 
the  House.     Whether  he  was  so  fortunate  ss  to  ittnct 
the  respect  of  the  gentleman,  or  not,  wu  a  ostter  i 
perfect  indifference  to  him.     He  had  duties  to  perfas 
here  of  more  importance  than  the  attainment  of  ihe|tt> 
tleman'a  regardi  and  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  defend  tk 
Executive  from  the  unjust  charges  brought  agiiiut  lua 
With  the  tranaactions  of  1836  he  had  nothing  to  do;  bst, 
long  aince  the  opinion  of  the  Executive  had  been  knofa 
on  this  subject,  the  voice  of  the  gentleman  from  Tenoo' 
see  had  resounded  through  this  ball  in  his  pruse.  Vby 
then  did  the  gentleman  charge  the  Prestdent  ind  to 
friends  with  having  abandoned  principles  which  he  s» 
tained  in  1836?    So  long  as  the  President  continoedto 
pursue  the  course  which  he  had  done,  he  (Mr.  G.)  fck 
It  hia  duty  to  sustsin  and  defend  him. 

He  was  well  apprized,  from  what  be  had  seen  nd 
heard,  that  whenever  the  merits  of  the  bill  were  diKsa 
ed,  the  war-whoop  was  to  be  raised  by  the  op;ioat)(a 
and  the  cry  of  executive  patronage  sounded  in  oar  an 
But  (said  Mr.  G.)  the  gentleman  may  rest  ssandft 
ahall  not  be  taken  by  surprise,  and  that  whenereriije 
battle  was  waged,  the  friends  of  the  administrttion  m 
be  found  at  their  poats,  prepared  to  defend  and  vindlcst 
their  principles,  and  the  principles  and  raeisuresof  tk 
President. 

After  Mr.  Glascock  concluded,  Mr.  PATTOK,  > 
Virginia,  moved  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  PEYTON  rose,  and  appealed  to  the  geoileiMi 
from  Virginia  to  withdraw  the  motion;  and  after  soae 
conversation,  in  which  Mr.  Pbttoh  pledged  hini«ii «« 
renew  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pattoh,  the  motion  to  idjoun 
was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  PsTTOK  continued.  The  gentleman  from  G<orp» 
saw  fit  to  represent  me  as  attacking  the  commiuec  <» 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  belong,  and  volunteertd  w 
tlieir  defenee.  He  come  to  the  defence  of  that  cooat- 
tee!  and  from  my  attack!  Were  not  those  genilemv 
aeated  around  me?  Do  they  have  to  look  to  the  gesi*' 
man  from  Georgia  for  defence,  when  attacked  from  wf 
quarter?  Those  gentlemen  knew  I  had  made  noiitiet 
on  them.  No,  sir;  1  know  them  well,  and  would  be  tM 
last  man  in  this  body  to  cast  the  alightest  shade  of  impi- 
tation  upon  them,  as  gentlemen,  or  as  members  uponw 
floor.  The  gentleman  says  his  remarks  were  inteoW 
as  a  reply  to  those  which  I  made;  and  yet  he  *cknovh 
edges  that  he  did  not  hear  what  I  said.  If  so,  vhroo^ 
leave  it  to  other  gentlemen,  who  did  hear  them,  to  r^plf 
to  my  remarks?  Why  should  that  gentleman  run  Ulm< 
upon  trery  subject  that  comes  up?  He  must  to^J*^ 
to  defend  all  the  committees  of  this  House,  and  aliw 
members  of  the  party!  And,  sir,  you  cannot  P"»P'*'!J 
discuss  a  great  question  of  national  policy,  but  yoa  hctf 
a  dolorous  lamentation  about  the  President;  it  if  s"*' 
Uck  upon  the  President,  whether  the  President  erff 
said,  or  acted,  or  expressed  an  opinion  upon  the  su^j^ 
or  not.  He  defend  the  Preaident  from  my  »»t»c**: 
This  is  the  miserable  cant  of  the  party,  the  tune  pl«)w 
upon  ev*y  jew's-harp,  from  Arkansas  to  theAil*^ 
in  the  mouth  of  every  demsgogue  and  pettifogger,  i 
venerable  President!  Defend  the  venerable  ?r^°^^h 
Who  were  the  friends  of  the  President  amidst  penU  »^^ 
trials,  at  which  the  windy  gasconading  ^l^""^^'?^! 
the  day  and  of  the  parly  would  have  shrunk  »'~.°?^ 
Who  stood  by  him,  and  sustained  snd  wp^^^.  ° 
principles?    Who  advocated  the  same  great  pnocipi" 
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low.'  Sir,  I  have  nerer  been  the  man  to  attack  General 
fackaon;  but,  on  the  contrary,  I  have  gone  with  him  in 
»rincip1e.  I  have  not,  nor  will  I,  change  my  political 
irinciplet. 

Haa  it  come  to  thif,  that  every  member  of  the  party, 
ID  difference  from  what  ranki  he  may  have  deserted,  is 
I  Jackson?  and  to  ask  him  if  he  is  honest,  if  he  has  any 
irinciple,  is  necessarily  a  direct  attack  on  General  Jack- 
ton?  Yes,  sir,  these  little  Jacksons  are  springing  up, 
ike  May-apples  in  the  spring  season,  every  where,  all 
iver  the  country,  and  to  attack  one  of  them  is  to  attack 
he  President  himself!  Yes,  sir,  they  thrust  forward 
lis  name  on  all  occasions:  it  is  their  only  shield.  How 
s  it  possible  for  any  gentleman  to  drag,  ad  eaptandum, 
nto  this  question,  the  name  of  General  Jackson?  Did 
le  ever  vote  on  this  question,  or  make  it  the  subject  of 
*ecommendation  in  his  message?  How,  then,  is  he,  his 
principles,  his  fame,  and  character,  involved?  If  assail- 
id  at  all,  it  has  been  done  by  the  gentlemen  from  lias- 
(schusetts  [Mr.  Adaxs]  and  Rhode  Island  [Mr.  PxAncx.] 
iVhat  contemptible  quackery!  Gentlemen  shrink  be- 
lind  General  Jackson  whenever  pressed  on  any  ques- 
tion. Tea,  sir,  they  fly  to  him,  take  shelter  under  his 
mantle,  and  say,  "  here  we  are,"  shivering  and  tremb- 
ling: '*  don*t  strike  me,  or  you  will  hit  the  old  chief." 
Yes,  sir,  such  men  are  aspiring  to  rule  the  destinies  of 
this  nation.  Such  men  promise  to  walk  in  the  &>otsteps 
of  Andrew  Jackson:  yes,  sir,  they  are  aming  to  crawl 
into  the  higheat  stations  upon  the  earth  between  the 
legs  of  a  g'lant,  one  stamp  of  whose  foot  would  sink 
them  a  thousand  fatlioms  below  the  surface.  They 
walk  in  the  footsteps  of  Andrew  Jackson!  You  might 
as  soon  expect  to  see  the  miserable  pedlar's  barge  fol- 
lowing in  the  wake  of  a  man  of  war,  while  riding  tlie 
mountain  wave  of  a  tempestuous  ocean.  These  arc  the 
men  who  require  us  to  yield  implicit  obedience  to  their 
will.  These  are  the  men  whose  principles,  or  want  of 
principle,  you  cannot  touch,  without  raising  the  howl 
of  an  attack  on  General  Jackson.  Yes,  sir,  we  are 
gagged  by  that  odious  <*  previous  question/'  whose 
especial  province  it  ia  for  certain  gentlemen  to  move, 
and  which  is  coming  into  such  active  use  amongst  uf. 
But  if  you  chance  to  get  the  floor,  and  appeal  |o  gentle- 
men to  stand  to  tlieir  principles,  some  sensitive  Jackson 
plant,  of  the  May-apple  growth,  must  rush  in,  and  offer 
to  shiver  a  knee  in  defence  of  the  "venerable  Presi- 
dent." I  ahould  like  to  compare  notes  with  these  little 
Jacksons,  and  see  who  is  the  best  Jackson  man  upon 
principle.  I  ahould  like  to  meet  a  better  Jackson  man 
than  I  always  have  been.  Sir,  I  never  saw  the  day  when 
1  would  not  for  General  Jackson,  as  a  personal  favor, 
meet  any  peril  in  a  good  cause,  make  any  sacriflce  save 
that  of  honor  and  independence!  surrender  any  thing 
but  those  principles  and  that  freedom  which  he  would 
be  the  last  man  in  the  world  to  yield.  But,  sir.,  if  gen- 
tlemen have  no  political  principle,  let  them  say  so,  and 
away  this  false  clamor  about  General  Jackson. 

Mr.  PATTON  renewed  the  motion  to  adjourn,  but 
withdrew  it,  in  order  to  afford  an  opportunity  to  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  to  rejoin. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  said  he  was  happy  to  hear  the  enco- 
mium passed  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  upon  the 
venerable  chief,  and  the  declaration  that  he  was  still  his 
friend;  and  he  wished  that  this  remark  might  be  report- 
ed, snd  become  matter  of  record,  in  order  that  they 
might  be  compared  with  other  remarks  which  had  fallen 
from  the  gentleman  in  the  early  part  of  the  session.  Mr. 
G>  said  that  no  one  who  had  listened  to  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  but  would  perceive  his  object  was  to 
charge  the  President  with  an  abandonment  of  those 
principles  which  he  professed  in  1826,  and  that  the  party 
were  now  abandoning  them,  and  shrinking  from  his  de* 
fence.    Did  he  understand  the  gentleman  to  have  made 
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no  such  allusions?  Did  he  understand  him  to  entertain 
no  such  opinion  in  relation  to  the  Chief  Magistrste?  He 
paused  for  a  reply.  Mr.  G.  said  that  every  circumstance 
which  had  transpired  in  relation  to  this  bill  furnished 
abundant  evidence  to  establish  the  fact  that  it  was  prin- 
cipally introduced  for  political  eflTect,  and  will  be  reaorted 
to,  no  doubt,  for  the  purpose  of  assailing  the  President. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  has  thought  proper 
to  charge  the  friends  of  the  administration  with  takmg 
shelter  under  the  'old  hero,  whenever  any  question  is 
presented  which  they  cannot  meet.  This  (said  Mr.  G.) 
comes  with  a  bad  mce  from  that  gentleman;  for  he  had 
no  doubt  the  gentleman  himself  had  often  taken  shelter 
under  the  old  man's  wing,  and  had,  on. many  occasions, 
mounted  the  stumps  of  Tennessee,  and  cried  aloud  for 
him,  in  order  (o  he  sustained  by  his  friends;  and  that 
he  had  been  by  them  would  not  admit  of  a  question. 
But  Mr.  G.  said  he  saw  a  new  state  of  things  wAs  about 
to  take  place;  he  thought  he  could  foresee  that  the  gen- 
tleman would  soon  abandon  the  President,  if  he  had 
not  already  done  so,  and  that  he  would  be  found  arrayed 
against  the  administration,  using  his  exertions  and  in- 
fluence to  render  it  unpopular,  with  a  view  to  place  a 
particular  favorite  in  power.  Yet  (said  Mr.  G.)  the  gen- 
tleman professes  still  to  be  the  friend  of  the  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate. This  may  do  (to  use  a  common  expression) 
'*to  tell  the  msrines,"  but  not  this  House;  tor,  from 
what  had  taken  place,  he  did  not  confide  in  it  himself, 
nor  did  he  believe  a  majority  of  the  House  would. 

The  gentleman  has  found  It  necessary,  for  effect,  too, 
to  charge  the  friends  of  the  administration  with  being 
led  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams.] 
Who  (said  Mr.  G.)  does  not  perceive  the  object?  But  it 
will  avail  him  nothing;  for,  whilst  he  disclaimed  being 
led  by  any  man,  or  set  of  men,  it  would  aflTord  him  pleas- 
ure at  all  times  to  do  justice  to  the  venerable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  and  to  be  found  voting  with  him 
on  all  questions  which  met  his  (Mr.  G's)  views  and  ap- 
probation. And  if  (said  Mr.  G.)  it  be  any  satisfaction 
to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  he  would  inform  him 
that  he  never  listened  with  more  pride  and  pleasure  to 
the  remarks  of  any  one  than  he  had  to  those  which  fell 
from  the  venerable  gentleman  a  few  days  since,  on  the 
introduction  of  his  resolutions.  He  feh  as  if  they  came 
from  the  heart  of  a  patriot,  and  such  as  he  had  no  doubt 
would  be  approved  by  every  American  citizen  who  loved 
his  country  and  bis  Government;  and  he  rejoiced  when 
he  witnessed  the  general  burst  of  applause  which  follow- 
ed the  utterance  of  certain  expressions,  in  relation  to 
the  battering  down  our  Capitol.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  G.,)  it 
waa  like  an  electric  shock,  and  was  received  with  feel- 
ings becoming  American  freemen,  and  freemen  deter- 
mined to  maintain  the  interest  and  honor  of  the  motion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PATTON, 

The  House  then  adjourned,  without  taking  the  ques- 
tion. 


Thubsdat,  Fsbrvart  4. 
SLAVERY  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
House  to  submit  a  resolution  relative  to  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  His  object  was  to 
have  the  resolution  printed,  and  when  the  pending  res- 
olutions on  the  subject  should  be  taken  up,  he  should 
offer  his  proposition  in  lieu  of  the  same. 

Mr.  GRANGER  called  for  the  reading  of  the  resolu- 
tion; which  was  read  accordingly,  as  follows: 

Betohed,  That  all  the  memorials  which  have  been 
offered,  or  .may  hereafter  be  presented,  to  this  House, 
praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  m  the  Diatrict  of 
Columbia,  and  also  the  resolutions  offered  by  an  honor- 
able member  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Jabvis,]  with  the  amend- 
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ment  thereto  proposed  bv  an  honorable  member  from 
YirgiDia,  [Mr.  Wisa,]  and  every  other  paper  or  propo- 
aition  that  may  be  lubmitted  in  rehition  to  that  subject, 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  instructions  to 
report  that  Congress  possesses  no  constitutional  author- 
ity to  interfere  in  any  way  with  the  institutions  of  slavery  in 
any  of  the  States  of  this  confederacy!  and  that,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  House,  Congress  ought  not  to  interfere 
in  any  way  with  slaver}'  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  be- 
cause it  would  be  a  violation  of  the  public  faith,  unwise, 
impolitic,  and  dangerous  to  the  Union;  assigning  such 
reasons  for  these  conclusions  as,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
committee,  may  be  best  calculated  to  enligliten  the  pub- 
lic mind,  to  repress  agitation,  to  allay  excitement,  to 
sustain  and  preserve  the  just  rights  of  the  slavehulding 
States  and  of  the  people  of  this  District,  and  to  re-es- 
tablish harmony  and  tranquillity  amongst  the  various  sec- 
tions of  the  Union. 

Mr.  WISE  then  rose  and  objected  to  its  reception. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  in  order 
to  enable  him  to  offer  the  resolution. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rulesj  which  were 
ordered. 

Mr.  W.  B.  8HEFARD  inquired  whether,  if  the  rule 
was  suspended,  and  the  resolution  offered,  it  would  not 
open  the  whole  subject  for  debate  at  this  time. 
.  Mr.  PINCKNEY  repeated  that  his  only  object  was  to 
present  his  resolution  for  the  purpose  of  having  it 
printed  for  the  information  of  membersi  and  that,  when 
the  subject  should  again  come  up,  he  contemplated 
moving  it  as  a  substitute  for  the  proposUions  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  again  called  for 
the  reading  of  the  resolution;  which  being  done, 

Mr.  MORGAN  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  suspend 
the  rules  on  the  table. 

Mr.  H AWES  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
not  ordered. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  on 
the  table  was  negatived. 

The  question  on  the  suspension  of  the  rules  was  then 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YiAs — Messrs.  John  Q.  Adams,  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton, 
Beale,  Bean,  Beaumont,  Bockee,  Bond,  Boyd,  Briggs, 
Brown,  Burns,  Bynum  Cambreleng,  Carr,  Casey, 
George  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapin,  J.  F.  U.  Claiborne, 
Cleveland,  Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cuahing,  Cush- 
man,  Deberry,  Denny,  Dickcrson,  Efner,  Evans,  Ev- 
erett, Fairfield,  Farlin,  Fowler,  Fry.  Philo  C.  Fuller, 
Oalbraitb,  James  Garland,  Gillet,  Granger,  Gam  land, 
Graces,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Harper,  Samuel  S.  Harrison, 
-Hawes,  Haynes,  HBzeltine,Henderaon,  Holsey,  Hopkins, 
Howard,  Hubley,  Hunt,  Huntington,  HunUman,  Ingham, 
Jabez  Jackson,  Jarvis,  Cave  Johnson,  Benjamin  Jones, 
Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Lawrence,  J.  Lee,  Leonard*  Lo- 
gan, Abijsh  Mann,  Job  Mann,  Manning,  William  Mason, 
Moses  Mason,  Ssmson  Mason,  May,  McKay,  McKim, 
McLene,  Miller,  Moore,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page, 
Parker,  Parks,  Patterson,  Palton,  Fanklin  Pierce,  Du- 
tee  J.  Pearce,  Phelps,  Pinckney,  Bencher,  John  Reyn- 
olds, Joseph  lleynolds,  Roane,  Rogers,  Schenck, 
Seymour,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Sloane,  Smith,  Spangler, 
Storer,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  Thomas,  John  Thomson, 
Touccy,  Turner,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Vinton,  Wagener, 
Ward,  Wardwell»  Weeks,  Lewis  Wilirams^l2l. 

Nats— Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Allen,  Ashley, 
Banks,  Boon,  Borden,  Bovee,  Bunch,  John  Calhoon, 
William  B.  Calhoun,  Carter,  John  Chamber?,  Chapman, 
Childs,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Crane,  Darlington, 
Dickerson,  Dun^ap,  Forester,  French,  Rice  Garland, 
Glascock,  Grayson,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hiland 
Hall,  Hammond,Hardin,  Harlan,  Hiester,  Hoar,  Howell, . 


Ingertoll,  WiUian  Jackson,  Janes,  Judnn,  UpoitF, 
Lawler,  Lay,  Luke  Lea,  Lincoln,  Love,  Lyon,  MntiB, 
John  Y.  Mason,  Maury,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Norpa, 
Morris,  James  A.  Pearce,  Pettigrew,  Peyton,  Picken, 
PotU,  Robertson,  Rusaell,  William  B.  Shepsrd,  S^uekt, 
Shinn,  Standefer,  Steele,  TaTiaferro,  ^.  ThoDp<cy, 
Towns,  Underwood,  Webster,  White,  Whittksef.i 
Williams,  Wise— 75. 

So  the  House  refused  to  suspend  the  rules*,  twothlni: 
being  necessary.  ' 

RULES  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  asked  tlie  unsn'mous  c» 
aent  of  the  House  to  take  op  and  con«der  the  report  ef 
the  select  committee  on  the  rules. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  MANN  moved  a  suspension  of  the  ruin  for  tiu 
purpose. 

Mr.  BELL  called  for  the  yeas  »nd  nays  on  lbeiw> 
tion;  which  were  ordered,  and  were, 

YiAS — Messrs.  Chilton  AlUn,  Heman  Allen,  Aihiej, 
Beale,  Bell,  Bockee,  Bond,  Bnon,  Borden,  Bwi 
Briggs,  Bunch,  Bynum,  John  Calhoon,  WiUiaiD  B. 
Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  George  Chimbri^ 
John  Chambers,  Childs,  Clark,  CleveUnd,  Cosear, 
Corwin,  Crane,  Gushing,  Davis,  Deberry,  Denny,  Dick- 
son, Diinlap,  Everett,  Forester,  Fry,  P.  C  Fuller,  Bite 
GarUnd,  Graham,  Granger,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Biid 
Hall,  Hamer,  Hard,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Hazeltine,  Hiesttr, 
Howell,  Hunt,  Hunstman,  Ingeraoll,  Janei,  Ueetf 
Johnson,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Lawrence,  G.  Lee,  LukelA 
Lincoln,  Love,  Lyon,  Abijah  Mann,  Samson  Xisa. 
Maury,  May,  McKay,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Mii&gtf. 
Moore,  Morris,  Parker,  J.  A.  Pearce,  Pettigrew,  P«)to!!, 
Phillips,  Pickens,  Potts,  Rencher,  John  Reynold%Rip)Q> 
Roane,  Robertson,  Russell,  Schenck,  W.  B.  Sbepui 
A.  H.  Shepperd,  Sloanr,  Spangler,  Sprague,  StindeH 
Steele,  Storer,  Taliaferro,  Turner,  Underwood,  Vintcni 
White,  Whittlesey,  L.  Williama,  Wise— 104. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Anthony^  Ash,  Banks,  Bartoi, 
Bean,  Beaumont,  Bovee,  Brown,  Burns^  Csmbrtleofi 
Csrr,  Chsney.Chspman,  Chapin,  J.  F.H.  Claiborne.  C4 
fee.  Coles,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Dick- 
erson, Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Efner,  Fairfield,  f*M 
Fowler,  French,  William  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  J.  Gu- 
land,  Gillet,  Glascock,  Grantland,  Haley,  HiDnegao. 
Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Albert  Q.  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hiv- 
kins,  Haynes,  Henderson,  Hoar,  Holsey,  Hopkinf) 
Howard,  Hubley,  Huntington,  Ingham,  WilKsm  J«ct 
son,  Jabea  Jackson,  Jsrvis,  Joseph  Johnson,  Benj«s» 
Jones,  Judson,  Kennon,  Rilgore,  Lansing,  Lswler,  1>J, 
Joshua  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  Job  Mann,  Mm- 
ning,  Martin,  John  Y.  Mason,  William  Msson,  Mci0 
Mason,  McKim,  McLene,  Miller,  Morgan,  Mublenberp 
Owen*,  Page,  Parks,  Paiterton,  Putton,  Fri»kw 
Pierce,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Phelpa,  Pinckney,  JoKpJ 
Reynolds,  Rogers,  Sevmour,  Shinn,  Smith,  SutberM 
Taylor,  John  Thomson,  Towns,  Turrill,  VsnderpoH, 
Wagener,  Ward  Wardwell,  Webster,  Week*,  Sbend 
Williams— 103.  ..  . 

So  the  House  refused  to  suspend  the  rules,  tvotbirc* 
being  necessary. 

REPORTS  FROM   COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  WM.  B.  8HEPARD,  of  North  Carolins,  iwf» 
to  suspend  the  rules,  in  order  to  receive  reports  w 
the  stsnding  and  select  committees  of  the  House;  vi"^ 
waa  agreed  to  by  a  vote  of  114  to  51.  ^ 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  from  the  Committee  on  vi*J' 
and  Means  reported  the  following  resolution:         . 

Baoived,  That  so  much  of  the  nineteenth  rule  o'J^ 
House,  which  appropriates  Fridsy  and  Saturday  m^ 
week  to  the  consideration  of  private  bills,  be  iuspeflO<° 
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on  Satnrday  next,  and  that  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  Bufferera  by  the  fire  in  the  city  of  New  York  be  made 
the  special  order  of  the  day»  at  one  o'clock  on  that 
J«y. 

The  CHA1B  decided  that  the  resolution  was  not  de- 
batable, as  it  related  to  the  priority  of  business. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  resolution  was  lost: 
Ifeas  109,  nays  66;  not  two-thirds. 

INCENDIARY  PUBLICATIONS. 

Mr.  WISE  rose  and  said  he  wished  to  naake  an  inqui- 
7  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
ind  Post  Roads,  whether  they  would  soon  make  a  re- 
tort on  that  part  o(  the  President's  message  relating  to 
he  transmission  of  incendiary  publications  by  the  marl. 

Mr.  CONNOR  could  only  reply  to  the  gentleman's 
nterrogatory,  by  stating  that  the  subject  was  now  under 
be  advisement  of  the  committee,  who  would  decide 
ipon  it  as  soon  as  possible!  perhaps  at  an  early,  perhaps 
it  a  late  day.  It  rested  with  the  majority  of  the  com- 
nittee  to  say  when,  In  their  judgment.  It  would  be  most 
expedient  and  proper  to  bring  it  before  the  House. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  inquired  of  the  Chair 
whether  it  was  competent  for  him,  at  that  time,  to  move 
o  take  up  and  consider  the  report  of  the  select  com- 
nit  tee  on  the  rules,  and  whether  it  was  not  in  the  power 
>f  the  majority  to  take  up  that  report? 

The  CHAIR  replied  in  the  negative.  The  rules 
laving  been  suspended  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  re- 
sorts, it  would  require  two  thirds  to  take  up  a  report 
Ipon  the  table* 

APPROPRIATION  BILLS. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
naking  appropriations  in  part  for  the  support  of  (lie 
Sovernment  fur  the  year  1836,  commonly  called  the 
iouse  contingent  bill. 

The  bill  vraa  on  ita  tliird  reading,  with  two  pending 
notions:  one  by  Mr.  JoHvsoir,  of  Tennessee,  to  recom- 
nit  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Jnion;  and  the  other  by  Mr.  Umdvuwoos,  of  Kentucky, 
o  recommit  to  the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Means,  with 
he  following  instructions: 

With  instructions  to  report  one  uniform  mode  of  pay- 
ig  the  mileage  of  the  members  of  (his  House  and  the 
ienate,  or  to  ascertain  the  mileage  of  each  miember  of 
/ongress,  and  to  report  an  item  for  paying  the  mileage 
f  the  members  of  the  House,  and  a  separate  item  for 
aying  the  mileage  of  the  members  of  the  Senate,  which 
ems  shall  not  exceed  the  aggregate  of  the  sums  allow- 
d  each  Senator  and  Representative,  respectively,  ac- 
ording  to  some  uniform  rule  to  be  affixed  by  the  com- 
littee. 

The  motion  pending  on  the  instructions  was  Mr.  Ah- 
bovt's  amendment  to  insert,  after  the  word  ••  discre- 
on,"  the  ••propriety  of  regulating,"  &c. 

Mr.  EVERETT  hoped  the  House  would  proceed  to 
ass  the  bill  this  day,  without  recommitting  it. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  then  offered  the  following  amend- 
lent : 

That  the  said  committee  be  further  instructed  to  in- 
uirc — 

1st.  Into  the  expediency  of  removing  the  seat  of  the 
ederal  Government  from  Washington  to  Cincinnati  or 
.ouisville. 

2d.  Into  the  propriety  of  so  amending  the  rules  of  the 
[ouse  as  to  cause  a  list  of  the  absentees,  whenever  the 
eas  and  nays  are  taken,  to  be  entered  on  the  journal, 
nd  published,  as  a  part  of  each  day's  proceedings,  in 
le  morning  papers. 

3d.  Of  compelling  all  members,  who  may  hereafter 
ssent  themselves  during  the  sittings  of  the  House,  on 
sits  to  their  homes  and  families,  or  for  the  purpose  of 


attending  their  practice  in  the  courts  of  this  District  and 
the  adjacent  States,  to  relinquish  their  pay  during  the 
period  of  such  absence. 

4th.  Of  requiring  a  relinquishment,  in  like  manner,  of 
their  compensation  from  members  during  the  time  lost 
from  the  business  of  the  House,  in  excursions  to  the 
neighboring  cities,  or  in  pleasure  parties  about  this  city 
and  the  surrounding  country,  or  from  any  other  cause 
whatever,  except  sickness  or  the  order  of  the  House. 

5th.  Ofestabl'ishinga  rule  to  prevent  members  from 
drawing  their  pay  up  to  the  close  of  the  session,  who 
leave  several  days  prior  to  the  adjournment. 

Mr.  HARDIN  asked  if  it  would  be  in  order  to  move 
to  lay  the  amendments  on  the  table. 

The  CHAIR  (temporarily  occupied  by  Mr.  Pattoh) 
said  that  it  woula  not. 

Mr.  BOON  then  ^demanded  the  previous  question i 
which  was  seconded:  Yeas  74,  nays  56{  and. 

On  ordering  the  main  question  to  be  put, 

Mr.  PARKER  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and  the  result  was  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Heman  Allen,  Anthony,  Ash,  Ashley, 
Beale,  Bean,  Beaumont,  Bockee,  Boon,Borden,  Bovee, 
Brown,  Burns,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Carr, 
Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman*  Chapin,  Childs,  John  F.  H. 
Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Cramer, 
Cushman,  Davis,  Deberry,  Dickerson,  Doubleday, 
Dromgoole,  Efner,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  Fowler,  Fry, 
Philo  C.  Fuller,  William  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  James 
Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Gillet,  Glascock,  Grantland, 
Grayson,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hiland  Hall,  Hamer, 
Hard,  Harlan,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes, 
Hazeltlne,  Henderson,  Holaey,  Howard,  Hubley, 
Huntington,  HunUman,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  William 
Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  Janes,  Jarvis,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Henry  Johnson,  Benjamin 
Jones,  Judson,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Klingen- 
smith.  Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawler,  Joshua  Lee, 
Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Job  Mann,  Manning, 
Martin,  William  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  May,  McKeon« 
McKim,  McLene,  Miller,  Milligan,  Montgomery, 
Moore,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Parks, 
Patterson,  Franklin  Pierce,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  James  A. 
^earce,  Pinckney,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds, 
Ripley,  Rogers,  Schenck,  Seymour,  Shinn,  Smith, 
Sprague,  Steele,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  John  Thomson, 
Toucey,  Towns,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Ward,  Wardwell, 
Washington,  Webster,  Weeks— 133. 

Nats— Messrs.  J.  Q.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Banks,. 
Bell,  Bond,  Boyd,  Briggs,  Bunch,  John  Calhoon, 
William  B.  Calhoun,  Carter,  George  Chambers,  John 
Chambers,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Craig,  Crane, 
Gushing,  Denny,  Dunlap,  Evans,  French,  Graham, 
Granger,  Graves,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hannegan,  Hardin, 
Harper,  Hawes,  Hiester,  Hoar,  Hopkins,  Howell,  Hunt, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Lawrence,  Lay,  I^uke  Lea,  Lincoln, 
Love,  Lyon,  John  Y.  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  Maury, 
iicComas,  McKay,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Morris,  Parker, 
Patton,  Peyton,  Phillips,  Potts,  Reed,  Rencher,  Roane, 
Robertson,  Russell,  William  B.  Shepard,  Spangler, 
SUndefer,  Storer,  Taliaferro,  Thomas,  Turner,  Under- 
wood, Vinton,  Wagener,  White,  Whittlesey,  Lewis 
Williams,  Wise— 76. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  main  question, 
which  was  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  should  be  put{  and 
the  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  RENCkER  asked  leave  of  the  House  to  offer  a 
resolution  respecting  the  mileage,  &c.,  of  members  of 
Congress. 

Objections  being  made, 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  suspend  the  rulc8{ 
and 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  asked  for  the 
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yeas   and    naysi    which   being  ordered*   Mr.    CAVE 
JOHNSON  withdrew  his  motion  <  and 

Mr.  HAWE9  renewed  it,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
naysi  which  were  ordered;  and  the  question  being  ta- 
ken, was  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  158,  nays  43, 
as  follows: 

YxAS — Messrs.  J.  Q.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman 
Allen,  Anthony,  Banks,  Bean,  Beaumont,  Bell,  Bond, 
Borden,  Boyd,  Brown,  Bunch,  Bynum,  John  Cal- 
hoon,  Cambreleng,  Garr,  Carter,  Casey,  George 
Chsmbers,  Chancy,  Chapiran,  Chapin,  Childs,  Na« 
thaniel  H.  Claiborne,  Clsrk,  Cleveland,  Coffee,  Con- 
nor, Corwin,  Craig,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Deberr^, 
Denny,  Dickerson,  Doubleday,  Evans,  Everett,  Fair- 
field, Forester,  Fowler,  French,  Fry,  Galbraith,  James 
Garhind,  Glascock,  Graham,  Granger,  Grantland, 
Graves,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hiland 
Hall,  Hamer,  Hammond,  Hannegan,  Samuel  S.  Harri- 
aon,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hazeltine,  Henderson,  Hiester, 
Holsey,  Hopkins,  Howell,  Hunt,  Huntsman,  Ingersoll, 
Ingham,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jsnes,  Joseph  Johnson,  Rich- 
ard M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Henry  Johnson,  Ben- 
jamin Jones,  Judson,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith»  Lane,  Lan- 
sing, Laporte,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Joshua  Lee, 
Luke  Lea,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Love,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon, 
Abijah  Mann,  Job  Mann,  Manning,  Martin,  John  Y. 
Mason,  Moses  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  McCo- 
mas,  McKay,  McKennan,  McKim,  Miller,  Milligan, 
Montgomery, '  Moore,  Morgan,  Morris,  Owens,  Par- 
ker, Parks,  Patterson,  Patton,  Franklin  Pierce, 
Pettigrew,  Peyton,  PhelpN  Phillips,  Pickens,  Pinck- 
ney,  potts.  Reed,  Rencher,  John  Reynolds,  Smith, 
Spangler,  Sprague,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer, 
Roane,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Russell,  Shields,  Skianei 
Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Turner,  Under- 
wood, Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Washington, 
Webster,  Weeks,  White,  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams, 
Wise — 158. 

Nats— Messrs.  Ash,  Barton,  Beale,  Bookee,  Boon, 
Bovee,  Bump,  Campbell,  Coles,  Cramer,  Cushman, 
Davis,  Dickson,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  William  K.  Ful- 
ler,  Gillet,  Grayson,  Hard,  Hardin,  Haynes,  Howard, 
Hubley,  Huntington,  Jarvis,  Leonard,  Msy,  McLene, 
Muhlenberg,  Page,  James  A.  Pearce,  Joseph  Reyn- 
olds, Ripley,  Schenck,  Seymour,  Sbinn,  Sutherland, 
Tsliaferro,  Taylor,  Turrill,  Vinton,  Wardwell,  Sherrod 
Williams— 43. 

So  the  rules  of  the  House  were  suspended.  The  res- 
olution was. then  read,  as  follows: 

**JU8oived,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  whether  any,  and  what,  alteration  is  necessary  to 
be  made  rebtive  to  the  pay  and  mileage  of  members  of 
Congress;  whether  any,  and  what,  legislation  is  neces- 
sary to  limit  and  curtail  the  contingent  expenditures  of 
thts  House. 

Mr.  HIESTER  moved  to  insert  *' select  committee" 
m  plsce  of  the  <' Committee  on  Accounts;"  which  Mr. 
RENCHER  accepted  as  a  modification. 

Mr.  GRENNELL  moved  that  the  committee  consist  of 
twenty-four,  one  from  each  State {  agreed  tot  Ayes  89, 
noes  74.  «  ^         i 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 
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Fbidat,  Febbuabt  5. 
SUSPENSION  OF  RULES. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  moved  that  the  rules  be  suspended 
m  order  to  offer  the  following  resolution: 

lUtohedf  That  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  in  regard  to  the  execution 
tof  the  treaty  of  the  4th  of  July,  1831,  by  France,  approve 
of  the  President's  Ute  message  recommending  the  prohi- 


bition "  of  French  products  and  the  entry  of  Fmek 
vessels  into  our  ports." 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Ohio,  moved  that  the  notioB  to» 
pend  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  thsw. 
tion,  and  they  were  refused. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  tffim- 
tive:  119  rising  in  the  affirmative,  noes  not  coonteL  So 
the  motion  of  iir.  Rbtbouw  to  wspend  the  niles  of  ik 
House,  for  the  purpose  indicated  by  him,  wis  onkrtd 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  moved  to  suspend  the  rula  in  order 
to  move  certain  instructions  to  the  select  eommHitti 
twent)'-four,  yesterday  ordered  to  be  appointed,  on  (k 
subject  of  pay  and  mileage  of  members. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  was  not,  he  said,  paiticoliriy  lu 
ious  about  the  first  instruction,  aa  twenty  or  thiitj  yan 
hence  might  answer  for  that;  but,  in  case  of  s  Frtsch 
war,  the  Capitol  might  be  again  sacked,  snd  it  vott 
therefore  be  expedient. 

The  CHAIR  interposed,  and  aaid  that  tbe  qneitici 
was  not  debatable. 

Mr.  HANNRGAN.called  for  the  yeas  and  ntysonkfi 
motion,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  by  !k 
motion  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  asked  the  yeas  and  nayi,  ind  tber 
were  refused. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  motion  to  suspend  the  nilesff 
the  table  was  then  agreed  to. 

MANAGEMENT  OF  THE  POST  OFFICE 

The  following  resolution,  heretofore  offered  by  W 
SxiTH,  was  taken  up  for  coasideimtion: 

"  Jitaohed,  That  the  letter  of  the  late  Hon.  Wbl  T. 
Barry,  formerly  Postnnster  General  of  the  United  Sutp. 
received  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  RepreieoUtiiri 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  on  the  Ust  dsy  of  aid 
session,  be  taken  from  the  files  of  the  House,  bid  opa 
the  table,  and  printed." 

Mr.  BOND  asked  whether  the  mover  intended  tofausi 
any  legislation  upon  the  resolution. 

Mr.  SMITH  replied  that  he  did  not.  He  madctk 
OAotion  as  an  act  of  simple  justice  to  the  late  Postisaier 
General,  who  thought  the  fetter  necessary  to  his  ddeiee 
from  charges  brought  against  him.  The  reison  tint  it 
waa  not  ordered  to  be  printed  at  the  last  session  m, 
that  the  letter  waa  received  at  too  late  an  hour  of  (k 
session,  when  there  was  not  a  quorum  present. 

Mr.  BOND  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  adoption  of tk 
resolution.  It  was  a  proposition  like  one  alresdy  befort 
tbe  House,  of  the  resurrection  order,  and  was  akulrit^ 
to  excite  ill  will  and  warm  debates,  without  efiecting»J 
good  object  whatever.  The  letter  had  been  printed  >• 
the  newspapers,  and  extensively  circulated.  He  lao^ed 
to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table;  but  withdrew  ititibc 
request  of 

Mr.  BRIGGS,  who  said  he  should  vote  for  tbenotkai 
but  did  not  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Nsineiito 
the  reason  that  the  letter  was  not  printed  Ust  year.  T'* 
gentlemen,  he  recollected,  opposed  the  motion  (o  prin'i 
on  the  ground  that  it  was,  in  its  terms^  disrespectful  to  i 
committee  of  this  House,  which  bad  made  a  report  on 
the  condition  and  management  of  the  Post  Office  Dfr 
partment.  He  was  in  fsvor  of  printing  tbe  letter,  sim 
set  of  justice,  or  at  leaat  of  generoaity,  to  an  indiridiVf 
late  a  high  officer  of  the  Government,  and  now  noowre. 
Two  reports  had  been  made  from  committees  of  Con- 
gress, which  brought  the  Post  Office  Department  into  i 
notice  by  no  means  complimentary  to  the  bead  of  tbt 
Department.  Feeling  that  he  could  vindicate  \»^ 
from  all  imputation  upon  his  own  conduct,  as  the  i^ 
of  the  Department,  he  had  drawn  up  this  pap^r,  m 
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rctented  it  to  the  Hoiue.  He  wis  now  beyond  the 
tach  of  cemore  or  of  prmiie;  but  at  he  bad  stood  a& 
ised  before  the  country,  it  was  due  to  his  memory,  and 
» his  family  and  friends,  to  let  bis  defence  go  forth  to 
le  country. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Ohio,  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
tter;  which  was  objected  to. 

Before  the  Chair  had  decided  whether  the  gentleman 
om  Ohio  bad  a  right  to  call  for  the  reading, 
Mr.  HAMBR  moved  that  the  further  consideration  of 
le  resolution  be  postponed  till  Fridav  next.  Rejected. 
Mr.  MASON,  of  Ohio,  renewed  his  demand  that  the 
Iter  be  read. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  gentleman  ft'om  Ohio 
id  a  right  to  demand  the  reading  of  the  letter;  and 
le  Clerk  proceeded  to  read  it  accordingly. 
The  hour  assigned  for  the  consideration  of  resolutions 
iving  expired,  the  reading  was  suspended,  and  the 
[ouse  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day;  which  were 
rivate  bills. 

JESSE  SMITH. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
or  the  relief  of  Jesse  Smith  and  others. 

The  auestion  being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  it  was 
pposed  by  Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  and  adTOcaled 
y  Mr.  WARDWELLt  when 

Mr.  GILLET,  in  order  to  give  fuKher  time  for  exam- 
nation,  moved  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of 
he  bill  until  Friday  next. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  advocated  by  Messrs. 
ilLLET,  WILLIAMS  of  North  Carolina,  and  PAR- 
LER,  and  opposed  by  Messra.  CHAMBERS  of  Ken- 
ucky,  and  WHITTLESEY;  when  it  was  lost. 

The  bill  was  further  opposed  by  Mr.  PARKER. 

Mr.  HUNT  advocated  the  bill  in  the  following  rt* 
narks: 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  aware  of  the  dlflSculty,  at  this  late 
tour  of  the  day,  and  upon  a  private  claim,  of  giving  to 
he  subject  under  consideration  an  interest  commensu- 
tte  with  its  importance.  Sir,  perceiving  upon  my  files 
•  bill  concerning  the  citizens  of  my  own  State,  f  have 
lossibly  been  induced  to  give  the  matter  an  examina- 
ion  which,  in  another  case  (reposing,  as  does  this 
iuuse  most  justly,  an  entire  confidence  in  the  ability 
nd  vigilance  of  the  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Com- 
iiittee  of  Claims)  I  might  not  have  done.  And  the  re- 
ult  of  that  examination  has  been  a  perfect  conviction 
•f  the  justice  of  the  claim  now  presented.  Nay,  fur- 
her,  a  simple  statement  of  the  case  will  show  that, 
ould  the  claim  be  presented  as  between  roan  and  man, 
0  judicial  tribunal  in  our  country  could  or  would  re* 
use  to  sanction  it.  As  regards  the  characters  of  the 
ilaimants,  perlisps  sufficient  has  already  been  said  by 
ny  colleague,  and  I  will  only  add  that,  if  any  reliance 
an  be  placed  upon  human  testimony,  we  have  ample 
ividence  fumi^ed  by  those  who  have  long  filled  the 
he  high  places  of  life,  in  that  portion  of  the  State  of 
Uw  York  where  the  claimants  reside,  of  their  standing 
ind  integrity. 

We  have,  also,  ample  evidence  (not  attempted  to  be 
ontradicted)  that  whenever  the  drafts  and  due  bills  in 
{uestion  have  been  transferred  from  the  original  hold- 
•n,  they  have  been  scat  par,  and  In  the  ordinary  course 
»r  business.  The  holdera  of  this  paper,  unlike  the  spec- 
ilators  in  your  continental  currency,  have  taken  it  bona- 
ide  at  par  value. 

It  may  not  be  amiss,  sir,  to  look  for  a  moment  to  the 
listory  of  the  times  which  gave  rise  to  the  issue  of  the 
>sper  in  question. 

There  was  no  ouaftermaster  general's  department  es- 
ablished  at  Washington  until  the  year  1818;  previous 

0  that  time«  the  country  was  divided  into  military  dis- 


tricts—Colonel Elisha  Jenkins  being  quartermaster  gen- 
eral of  the  military  district  embracing  the  northern 
frontien,  and  having  his  headqoartera  at  Albany,  and 
Samuel  BDo#n  being  deputy  quartermaster  general 
from  1813  to  1816,  and  stationed  at  Sackett's  Harbor. 
Previous  to  and  during  the  period  of  which  I  speak, 
the  Government  labored  under  great  pecuniary  embar* 
rassments.  The  disbuning  officera  were  leA  unsupplied 
with  funds;  and  yet  your  armies  were  to  be  fed  and  sup- 
ported. Work  must  be  done.  Provisions  and  stores 
were  daily  required.  How  were  they  to  be  obtained  f 
Colonel  Jenkins  tells  you. 

In  an  official  letter  to  deputy  qiurtermaater  Brown, 
under  date  of  10th  December,  1814,  he  says,  '«I  ob- 
tain everjT  thing  I  can  upon  credit;  I  receive  vouchers, 
take  receipts^  and  give  certificates  of  suRis  doe,  promis- 
ing to  pay  out  of  any  public  funds,  when  the  certificates 
are  presented.  This  expedient  must  be  resorted  to  un- 
til we  have  better  times.*' 

This  expedient,  thus  sanctioned  by  the  comnuinding 
officer,  was  resorted  to,  and  enabled  the  Government  to 
carrv  on  its  operations. 

The  practice  was  well  undentood  by  the  Government, 
and  these  due  bills^  or  certificates,  signed  in  an  official 
capacity  by  the  disbuning  officers,  passed  current  from 
hand  to  hand,  and  constituted  in  many  places  almost  the 
entire  circulating  medium  of  your  country. 

In  May,  1816,  Major  General  Brown  gave  ordere  for 
the  build'mg  of  the  Madison  Barracks,  at  Sackett's  Har- 
bor—the erection  was  deemed  necessary  for  the  troops 
the  ensuing  winter.  These  barracks  were  built  under  the 
general  superintendence  of  Thomas  Tup  per,  who,  in 
November,  1816,  was  appointed  assistant  deputy  quar- 
termaster at  Sackett's  Harbor,  taking  the  post  formerly 
occupied  by  Samuel  Brown,  and  well  understanding, 
from  long  experience,  the  practice  of  the  department. 

Thomas  Tupper  issued,  for  the  building  of  these  bar- 
rack?, in  his  omctal  capacity,  certificates  and  due  bills 
to  the  amount  of  some  |17,000;  which  due  bills  have 
never  been  paid,  and  now  form  the  subject  of  the  claim 
presented  to  us. 

Now,  sir,  in  reference  to  the  well-known  practice  of 
the  disbuning  officers,  sanctioned  by  the  Government 
for  a  series  of  yean— in  view  of  the  fact  that,  apart  from 
some  particular  agreement  with  the  individuals,  the  officer 
was  from  the  beginning,  and  so  remained,  the  agent  of 
the  Government,  I  hesitate  not  to  say,  as  a  professional 
man,  that  the  Government  is  responsible  for  the  acts  of 
its  agents;  and  if  in  this  case  the  sgent,  Tupper,  has  re- 
ceived funds  from  the  Government,  and  not  paid  them 
out  to  the  Government  creditors^  we  are  bound  to  see  to 
the  payment  of  these  creditors. 

There  is,  sir,  another  feature  in  this  case:  Tupper 
gave  no  bonds,  though  re(|uired  by  law  so  to  do.  I  do 
not  mention  this  with  a  view  of  casting  censure  upon 
any  officer  or  department  of  the  Government;  but  it 
shows  that,  had  the  Government  done  its  duty,  no  loss 
would  have  fallen  either  upon  the  claimants  or  itself,  but 
must  have  been  bound  by  Tupper's  bail. 
But  again,  sir:  whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  legal 

f position  assumed  by  me  above,  I  now  present  another 
eature  of  this  case,  which  seems  to  me  to  relieve  it  from 
all  embarrassment  and  doubt. 

In  November,  1817,  we  find  Tupper  at  Washington, 
presenting  the  receipts  taken  from  the  claimants,  amongst 
his  other  vouchera,  to  the  proper  department  for  settle- 
ment; and  he  then  apprized  Mr.  Hagner  that  these  due 
bills  (now  presented)  were  outstanding  and  unpaid. 
Nay,  further,  he  desired  to  adjust  the  residue  of  his 
account,  leaving  the  Government  to  pay  these  due  bills 
when  they  should  be  presented.  In  answer  to  this  re- 
quest, Mr.  Hsgner,  the  Auditor,  under  date  of  5th  June, 
1818,  writes  to  Tupper:  "You  must  take  up   your 
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own  due  billi,  and  I  advise  that  no  more  be  inued  in 
future  on  any  occasion."  The  Touchers  for  these  due 
bills  were  not  passed  to  TuppePs  credit  until  April. 
18I8»  five  months  after  actual  notice  that  these  due  bills 
were  unpaid. 

The  brief  history  I  have  attempted  of  this  transaction 
is  sustained  by  the  entire  body  of  evidence  upon  your 
Uble. 

In  view  of  such  fscts,  can  we  say  to  the  claimants. 
True,  we  htve  had  the  benefit  of  your  labor,  but  you 
must  look  for  your  pay  to  Captain  Tupper.  Can  gen- 
tlemen for  a  moment  contend  that  the  workmen  who 
erected  Madison  Barracks  looked  at  all  to  the  personal 
responsibility  of  Tupper.  Sir,  he  had  no  personal  nor 
pecuniary  responsibility.  He  contracted  as  the  agent  of 
the  Government— be  signed  the  due  bills  in  bis  official 
capacitv,  and  I  trust,  sir,  we  shall  in  our  collective 
legislative  character  do,  what  every  gentleman  in  private 
life  would  feel  constrained  to  do,  an  act  of  at  least  very 
tardy  justice  to  the  chiimants,  and  pass  the  bill  upon  your 
table. 

Mr.  PARKS  now  moved  an  adjournment ^  lost. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  post- 
pone the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  until  to-mor- 
row {  not  carried* 

The  bill  was  fuKher  opposed  by  Messrs.  GILLBT 
and  PARKS,  and  advocated  by  Mr.  STOREB. 

Mr.  PARKS  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  in  order 
to  submit  a  motion  that  when  the  House  adjoumn  to-dsy 
it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday.  Agreed  to:  Ayes  112, 
noes  44. 

Mr.  PARKS  then  submitted  to  above  motion {  which 
was  agreed  tO(  and,  on  Mr.  P's  motion, 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


MOHDAT,  FaSBUART  8. 

SLAVERY  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  asked  the  consent  of  the  House  to 
offer  the  resolution  heretofore  indicated  by  him  on  the 
subject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery. 

Objections  being  made, 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  moved  the  suspension  of  the  rules 
in  order  to  enable  him  to  offer  ttie  resolution. 

Mr.  PARKER  asked  if  it  was  the  object  of  the  mover 
to  bring  the  subject  before  the  House  for  consideration 
this  day. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  replied  that  it  was. 

Mr.  BROWN  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  mo- 
tion, and  they  were  ordered. 

The  question  being  taken,'it  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive: Yeas  138,  nays  65. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  then  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Beaohedt  That  all  the  memorials  which  have  been 
offered,  or  may  hereafter  be  presented,  to  this  House, 
praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  also  the  resolutions  offered  by  an  honor- 
able member  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Jabvis,]  with  the  amend- 
ment thereto  proposed  by  an  honorable  member  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Wisk,]  and  every  other  paper  or  proper 
sition  that  may  be  submitted  in  relation  to  that  subject, 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  instructions  to 
report  that  Congress  possesses  no  constitutional  authority 
to  interfere  in  any  way  with  the  institution  of  slavery  in  any 
of  the  States  of  this  confederacy!  and  that,  in  the  opinion 
of  this  House,  Congress  ou^lit  not  to  interfere  m  any 
way  with  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  because  it 
would  be  a  violation  of  the  public  faith,  unwise,  iropoVi- 
tic,  and  dangerous  to  the  Union;  assigning  such  reasons 
for  these  conclusions  as,  in  the  judgment  of  the  commit- 
tee, may  be  heat  calculated  to  enlighten  the  public  mind, 
to  repress  agitation,  to  allsy  excitement,  to  sustain  and 


preserve  the  just  rights  of  the  slaveboUini;  Btita  uA 
of  the  people  of  this  District,  and  to  re-estsblirii  buflmy 
and  tranquillity  amongst  the  rarions  sections  of  tk 
Union. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  said  he  would  not  detain  the  Hone 
long.  He  had,  offered  the  resolution  before  the  Hook 
upon  the  most  deliberate  reflection,  and  after  coosob- 
tion  with  several  highly  respected  and  jodicioQifnesH 
and  because  be  honestly  believed  it  to  be  the  veiy  best 
course  that  could  be  adopts  in  relation  to  the  dii{tf- 
oos  and  exciting  subject  to  which  it  refers.  Mr.  P.  ssi 
he  was  aware  of  the  responalbilit^  he  assumed,  bnlkiiflf- 
ing  that  he  was  acting  for  the  highest  good  of  tbe  vitok 
country,  he  was  perfectly  ready  and  willing  to  encoiD- 
ter  it.  He  was  acting  for  the  true  interests  of  hiieie- 
stituents,  for  the  true  welbre  of  bis  native  Stste  ladol 
all  the  South,  and,  he  was  neither  afrsid  nor  sihmcd'i 
add,  with  a  view  to  the  peace  and  presenrstion  of  (k 
Union.  But,  because  he  bad  dared  to  adopt  thii  cosne. 
he  had  been  bitterly  assailed  by  a  certain  print,  [the  T& 
egraph,]and  that,  too,  before  he  had  even  hsd  aooppv- 
tunity  to  assign  his  reasons.  Sir,  said  Mr.  P.,  let  me  w 
once  for  all  that  I  am  not  to  be  driven  by  newspaper  i^ 
saults,  or  calumnious  imputations  upon  my  motives,  fita 
my  settled  convictions  of  public  duly,  nor  from  mjit 
termined  purpose  to  take  high  and  patriotic  graaa 
upon  this  subject,  and  to  prevent  it,  as  far  at  I  in  i» 
to  do  so,  from  being  made  a  perpetual  source  of  i^^ 
tion,  to  the  ruin  of  the  South,  and  the  destruction  of  tbe 
Union.  I  have  no  fear  that  the  aasaulU  to  which  1  hiR 
alluded  will  injure  me  in  the  estimation  of  tbe  citisea 
of  Charleston.  My  constituenU  have  known  meH 
and  they  know  me  well.  They  know  that  1  »in  utterij 
incapable  of  being  tempted  to  desert  my  duty  to  tbea 
in  any  matter  in  which  their  rights  or  interests  treinn^ 
vedi  and  they  will  spurn  the  base  impuUtion  upooK. 
as  an  insult  to  themselves.  But  I  do  plead  guilty  tone 
heinous  accusation  of  desiring  harmony — of  desiriAf  *' 
produce  a  safe,  and  advantageous,  and  honorable  adj^ 
ment  of  this  question.  But  how,  Mr.  Speaker!  Bf 
evading  the  resolutions  offered  by  the  honorable  w* 
hers  from  Maine  and  Virginia,  as  I  am  charged  with  <^ 
ing?  No  sir:  all  who  know  me,  either  here  or  in  Sciia 
Carolina,  know  that  I  never  have  evaded  or  aroided  v? 
vote  or  any  question,  upon  which  it  has  ever  been  sf 
duty  to  act  as  a  public  representative.  It  is  not  nj  » 
ture:  it  is  not  my  character.  I  would  disdain  to  $!»:» 
from  an  open  avowal  of  my  sentiments,  or  record  of  i^ 
vote,  upon  any  question  which  any  gentleman  c«i« 
nuke  before  this  House.  How  then,  sir?  By  relncnf 
ground  already  gained,  and  yielding  an  adranta^*)^ 
tained  from  the  enemy  ?  No  sir:  for  I  know  of  no  grju" 
gained— no  advantage  obtsined — but  1  am  ^^^^^jt 
opinion,  on  the  contrary,  that  we  have  lost  ground  diiff 
by  the  courae  that  has  been  pursued,  and  that  ve  v^ 
lose  more  and  more,  the  longer  it  ia  persisted  in.  Tba 
accusation,  then,  is  absurd.  I  have  evaded  nothiif: 
have  yielded  nothing.  I  deny  the  impuUtion  and  cTtnr 
vile  inainuation  connected  with  it.  But,  sir,  I  do  d«^ 
harmony — by  producing  harmonious,  united,  and  effio^ 
action— by  taking  higher  ground  than  hw  yet  been  * 
ken— by  covering  the  whole  field— by  bringing  op"* 
main  question  and  acting  upon  thati  and  by  doing  V' 
no  one  else  has  yet  attempted  to  do— by  procuring  *^ 
rcct  vote,  and  a  practical  result,  upon  the  whole  subjcj 
of  the  abolition  of  slavery !  This  is  my  object,  sir-  jj* 
sm  1  to  be  denounced  for  this?  Are  my  constituejj*  w 
be  incited  to  suspect  me,  because  I  am  honestly  endea'J 
oring  to  bring  this  distracting  controversy  totbei^Jv 
best  issue  of  which  it  is  susceptible ?  Is  it  treason  to  w 
South,  sir,  that  this  House  should  decbre,  by  a  solea» 
and  deliberate  vote,  that  Congress  possesses  no  coflH'»' 
tional  authority  to  interfere  with  aUivcry  io  «'^)' * 
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lutes'  Is  it  treason  to  the  South,  tbtt  this  House  should 
leclare,  by  a  solemn  and  deliberate  vote,  that  Congress 
ught  not,  and  will  not,  interfere  in  any  way  with  slavery 
n  the  District  of  Columbia,  because  it  would  be  a  viola- 
ion  of  the  public  faith,  and  dangerous  to  the  Union? 
las  such  a  point  as  this  ever  been  gained  before?  Has 
ver  such  a  vote  been  taken,  or  such  a  declaration  made, 
8  this^  Is  it  treason  to  the  South  to  wish  to  allay  ex> 
itement,  and  to  repress  agitation?  Is  it  treason  to  the 
loutb,  that  a  committee  should  be  ordered  to  draught  a 
eport,  as  ably  as  they  can,  to  secure  and  maintain  the 
1st  rights  of  the  slaveholding  States  and  of  the  people  of 
1)18  District,  on  the  one  side,  and  at  the  same  time  to  re- 
lore  concord  and  tranquillity  amongst  the  various  sec- 
ions  of  this  confederacy,  on  the  other?  If  this  be  trea- 
»n  to  the  South,  sir,  let  my  constituents  judge  me.  I  am 
esponsible  to  them — but  to  no  individual,  be  he  who  he 
nay.  If  this  be  treason  to  the  Union,  let  the  people  of 
imerica  decide:  for  I  cheerfully  acknowledge  that,  as  a 
tlisen  of  the  Union,  I  am  also  responsible  to  them, 
tut,  at  all  events,  however  I  may  be  denounced  for  my 
udacity  in  having  acted  thus,  I  have  the  consolation  to 
:now  that  the  propositions  I  have  ofTered  meet  the  cor- 
fial  approbation  of  many  members  from  the  South,  than 
rhom  there  are  no  purer  patriots,  or  more  devoted  south- 
trners,  upon  this  floor.  Several  of  them  have  said  that 
hey  would  have  rejoiced  if  this  very  course  had  been 
dopted  at  the  beginning  of  the  session  i  and  I  have 
!very  reason  to  believe  that  it  will  now  be  sustained  by 
he  almost  undivided  vote  of  the  whole  southern  dele- 
gation. What,  then,  Mr.  Speaker!  am  I  and  all  the 
outhern  delegates  who  act  with  me,  are  all  of  us,  trai- 
ors;  and  is  the  individual  who  has  assailed  me  the  only 
nan  who  understands  the  interests,  or  cares  for  the  rights 
nd  honor,  of  the  South?  But,  sir,  I  feel  that  I  ought 
0  ask  pardon  of  the  House  for  speaking  in  this  manner. 
t  is  exceedingly  painful  to  me  to  speak  of  myself,  at  any 
ime,  or  in  any  place,  but  especially  before  so  respectable 
nd  enlightened  an  assembly  as  tbisi  but,  in  justice  tomy- 
elf,  1  could  not  have  avoided  it  upon  the  present  occa- 
ion.  Sir,  I  will  only  trouble  the  House  with  one  or 
wo  observmtions  more.  I  wish  my  constituents  to  un- 
erstand  my  motives.  It  is  my  duty,  as  the  representa- 
ive  of  the  people  of  Charleston,  to  render  an  account 
3  them  of  every  thing  that  I  may  say  or  do  in  my  public 
apactty,  and  I  wish  them  to  understand  me  distinctly, 
tist  they  may  Judg^  me  correctly,  and  especially  before 
ny  fidse  impressions  may  have  been  created  in  (heir 
linds.  I  say,  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  I  have  three 
rest  objecta  in  offering  this  resolution.  The  first  is, 
s  far  as  possible,  to  arrest  the  discussion  of  the  subject 
f  ftUvery  within  these  walls,  which  I  believe  to  be  use- 
ess — worse  ttian  useless— pernicious  to  the  South,  and 
angerous  to  the  whole  country.  The  second  is,  to 
ring  the  whole  subject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  to  a 
•rsctical  result,  in  a  manner  aafe  and  advantageous  to 
lie  South,  satisfactory  to  the  North,  and  calculated  also 
0  tranquillize  the  country  and  to  confirm  the  Union. 
(y  last  object  is— and  this,  indeed,  substantially  in- 
ludes  the  whole*-my  last  object  is  to  put  down  the 
pirit  of  fsnaticism,  to  repress  the  spirit  of  incendiary 
gitation,  by  disseminating  throughout  the  country  a 
aim  and  temperate  report,  emanating  from  this  body, 
aving  the  high  sanction  of  the  national  Legislature,  and 
alcuiated,  both  by  its  own  arguments  and  the  high  source 
rom  which  it  issues,  to  produce  that  sound  and  rational 
tatc  of  public  opinion,  in  the  non-aUveholding  States, 
rtiich  is  equally  due  to  the  South  and  to  the  preserva- 
ion  of  the  Union.  And,  for  this  great  purpose,  sir,  I 
i^oold  cover  the  whole  ground.  I  would  embrace  the 
(tatct,  as  well  as  the  District  of  Columbia.  I  know  no 
easonable  objection  to  doing  so,  and  it  ia  juatified  by 
Precedent,    it  is  the  very  course  that  was  adopted  \^y 


Congress  in  the  memorable  resolution  of  1790 — a  course 
that  was  sustained  (I  believe  proposed)  by  the  venenn* 
ble  Madiaon,  and  that  received  the  unanimous  aanction 
of  the  whole  southern  delegation  of  that  day.  I  can  see 
no  reason  why  the  same  course  should  not  receive  the 
unanimous  sanction  of  the  whole  southern  delegation  now. 
In  my  humble  judp^ment,  it  is  the  only  course  by  which 
we  can  bring  this  matter  to  an  advantageous  issue. 
Hitherto  we  have  been  fighting  about  mere  abstractions. 
Hitherto  we  have  been  contending  about  the  right  of 
petition,  and  other  minor  and  unimportant  points. 
We  have  been  wasting  -  our  energies,  and  losing 
ground  upon  a  false  issue— an  issue  upon  which  we 
never  can  arrive  at  a  practical  result — an  issue  upon 
which  the  whole  North  is  united,  and  the  South  divided, 
and  the  very  debate  upon  which,  so  far  from  doing  the 
least  good,  only  increases  the  spirit  of  abolition  at  the 
North,  inflamea  excitement  at  the  .  South,  and  is  daily 
widening  the  breach  between  the  different  members  of 
the  Union.  Now,  sir,  I  am  for  overstepping  these 
minor  abstract  points,  and  taking  higher  ground.  I  am 
for  taking  the  question  upon  the  whole  subject.  I 
would  let  the  right  of  petition  alone,  as  no  way  material 
to  the  true  issue.  I  would  have  a  broad  and  compre- 
sive  declaration  that  Congress  possesses  no  author- 
ity over  slavery,  here  or  elsewhere,,  and  will  not 
interfere  with  it  in  any  way  whatever.  Is  not  this 
the  true  position  for  the  South,  sir?  I  think  it  is, 
and  my  constituents,  too,  all  of  whom  own  slaves,  will 
think  upon  it,  too.  Sir,  the  abolitionists  aim  at 
general  emancipation.  No  candid  man  can  doubt  it, 
or  deny  it.  All  their  writings  and  publicationa  prove 
it.  Tou  cannot  read  the  proceedinga  of  a  single  anti- 
slavery  society,  or  a  single  production  of  the  incendiary 
press,  without  being  thoroughly  convinced  that  they 
contemplate  abolition  in  the  States  as  their  grand  ulti- 
mate object,  and  that  they  never  will  be  satisfied  with 
any  thing  short  of  it,  as  long  as  they  hare  the  slightest 
shadow  of  a  hope.  Now,  sir,  I  would  meet  them,  and 
defeat  them,  at  once  and  forever,  upon  that.  I  consid- 
er that  we  do  but  little,  if  we  do  not  crush  their  hopes 
in  relation  to  the  States.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that 
all  their  attempts  to  procure  abolition  in  the  District, 
are,  that  it  may  constitute  a  foundation  for  their  general 
scheme.  They  regard  it  aa  an  entering  wedge  by  which 
they  may  carry  on  their  operations  afterwards  to  an  in- 
definite extent.  Give  them  this  District  aa  a  lever,  and 
they  will  never  cease  until  they  bring  thia  Gorernment 
to  act  upon  the  States.  I  would  therefore  cut  off*  all 
their  hopes  at  once,  as  regards  the  States,  by  saying  to 
them,  plainly  and  distinctlv,  that  this  Governn^ent  pos- 
sesses no  power  whatever  by  which  they  could  be  aided 
in  their  views.  Satisfy  them  that  they  have  no  hope 
in  relation  to  the  Statea,  and  they  will  soon  cease  to 
trouble  us  in  relation  to  the  Diatrict.  But,  '*  to  make 
assurance  doubly  sure,"  I  would  also  extinguish  their 
hopes  as  regards  this  District.  1  would  meet  them  at 
every  point,  and  put  them  down  on  all.  I  would  say  to 
them,  that,  so  far  from  ever  obtaining  the  aid  of  this 
Government  in  their  designs  upon  the  States,  they  shall 
never  be  permitted  even  to  obtain  a  foothold  here. 
They  shall  never  be  permitted  to  use  this  District  for 
the  purpose  of  convulsion  and  disunion.  And  surely, 
Mr.  Speaker,  if  any  thing  on  earth  can  repress  the 
spirit  of  incendiary  agitation,  auch  proceedings  on  the 
part  of  this  House  must  produce  that  effect.  And  not 
only  that,  airi  it  will  not  only  tend,  as  I  firmly  believe, 
to  check  aud  repress  the  fanatics,  but,  what  is  still  more 
important,  it  will  tend,  powerfully  and  irresistibly,  to 
produce  a  high-toned,  generous  patriotism,  an  enlarged, 
magnanimous,  American  spirit,  in  the  great  body  of  the 
non-slaveholding  States,  eminently  favorable  to  the 
cause  of  pesce  and  to  the  constitutional  rights  and  in- 
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tcrcfla  of  tbe  southern  States.  Only  let  this  House 
adopt  the  course  indicated  in  the  resolutions  I  have  of- 
fered, and  my  life  upon  it  they  will  be  sustained  by 
every  honest  heart,  by  every  true  American  patriot,  in 
every  non-slaveholdingf  State  in  this  great  republic. 
Now,  sir,  this  is  the  very  result  I  desire  to  produce.  The 
battle  of  abolition  is  to  be  fought,  not  at  the  South,  but 
in  the  non-slaveholding  States.  The  people  of  the  non- 
slaveholding  States  are  divided  into  two  classes  the  in- 
cendiary fanatics,  who  are  plotting  our  destruction  and  the 
destruction  of  this  Union ;  andthe  great  body  of  the  people, 
who  respect  the  rights  and  feelings  of  their  southern  breth- 
ren, and  are  doing  all  that  they  can  to  put  the  fanatics  down. 
"Whit,  then,  is  our  policy?  To  make  a  new  issue  upon 
abstract  pointsi  to  chani^e  the  whole  aspect  of  the  ques- 
tion, by  contending  again&t  the  right  of  petition,  and 
thus  increase  abolition,  and  drive  our  supporters  from 
the  field.  No,  sir.  I  would  strengthen  our  friends, 
not  weaken  them.  I  would  let  them  fight  the  abolition- 
ists in  their  own  way,  and  not  hamper  or  trammel  them, 
by  making  new  contests,  or  creating  new  difRculties  of 
any  kind  whatever.  I  do  firmly  and  conscientiously 
believe  ttiat,  if  this  course  is  adopted,  they  will  succeed 
in  putting  the  fanatics  down,  and  putting  an  end  to  this 
most  unnatural  war.  These,  then,  are  my  motives.  These 
are  my  objects.  I  go  for  the  sunpression  of  abolition. 
I  go  to  maintain  the  just  rights  of  the  South  without  in- 
vading the  rights  of  others.  I  go  to  obtain  a  direct  vote 
upon  tbe  whole  subject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery,  with- 
out being  involved  in  constitutional  contests  upon  any 
other  points.  In  one  word,  I  go  for  a  decisive  settle- 
ment of  this  question  in  the  manner  that  I  honestly 
think  will  best  maintain  the  rights  of  tbe  South  and 
the  peace  and  perpetuity  of  this  Union.  And  as  1  do 
sincerely  believe  that  the  adoption  of  my  resolutions, 
accompanied  by  a  firm  but  temperate  report,  will  pro- 
duce these  blessed  results,  so  I  shall  esteem  myself 


truly  bappy  if  I  shall  be  the  humble  instrument  of 
giving  efiectual  and  permanent  repose  to  the  South, 
(to  which  I  am  attached  by  every  tie  that  can  bind  the 
heart  of  man  to  his  natal  soil,)  and  also  accomplish  the 

freat  object  of  plscing  this  Union  once  more  upon  a 
nn,  and  solid,  and  immoveable  foundation. 
Mr.  HAMMOND  said  it  was  unpleasant  to  differ  with 
any  gentleman  from  the  South  on  a  question  of  such  im- 

{>ortanee  as  this,  and  peculiarly  so  to  differ  from  a  col- 
eague  on  a  question  involving  the  interests  of  our  con- 
stituents so  deeply.  [Mr.  Pinckhkt  said  his  colleague 
had  mistaken  him;  they  did  not  diflfer  on  principle.] 
Mr.  H.  said:  sir,  we  do  differ,  differ  vitally, on  principle. 
I  consider  the  gentleman's  proposition  as  abandoning 
the  high,  true,  and  only  safe  ground  of  our  rights,  to 
throw  ourselves  upon  the  expediency  of  this  House. 
With  regsrd  to  the  motives  of  my  colleague,  upon  which 
he  has  so  largely  descanted,  whatever  may  be  my  opin- 
ion of  them,  I  will  not  express  it  here.  It  would  not 
become  the  dignity  of  this  House,  nor  my  own.  This 
much  I  will  say,  tliat  every  member  of  this  House  knows 
that  these  propositions  of  the  gentleman  are  such  ss 
would  have  oeen  cordially  hailed  by  every  friend  of  the 
abolitionists  at  any  period  of  this  session.  We  might  at 
any  time  have  had  peace  on  these  terms,  if  we  had  con- 
descended to  accept  it.  As  to  the  newspaper  article  of 
which  he  speaks,  I  knew  nothing  of  it  until  I  saw  it  in 
the  paper;  but,  so  far  as  my  recollection  of  it  serves  me, 
it  contains  nothing  calumnious  or  unjust. 

I  was  not  prepared  for  a  renewal  of  these  resolutions 
to-day.  I  thought  that  the  exhibition  of  sCMithem  feel- 
ing on  them  the  other  day,  and  the  entreaties  of  his  col* 
leagues,  had  induced  tbe  gentleman  to  abandon  them;  I 
regret  to  find  myself  mistaken.  What  does  he  proposed 
Tliat  this  House  shall  say  they  have  no  power  over  the 
aubject  of  slavery  in  the  States.     He  promises  himself 


great  adnmtages  to  result  from  thia.  Is  be  to  'vpatak 
as  not  to  know  that  no  man,  woman,  or  child,  in  ike 
United  States,  entertains  «  doubt  upon  tbii  nbjml 
Not  one  of  the  abolitionista  themselves,  ia  any  portnof 
the  country,  has  ever  attempted  to  raise  tbe  qscSioi 
On  the  contrary,  they  have  every  where  giTen  it  up  a 
terms;  and  are  we  of  the  South,  of  Sooth  Canliia,ti 
make  this  new  point,  and  invite  them  to  attack  itf  TV 
gentleman  promises  peace  and  harmony  froa  socb  i 
course .  Sir,  his  constituents,  aa  devoted  si  they  are  b 
peace  and  harmony,  will  not  sustain  him  in  bnn|pii{it 
to  them,  at  the  expense  of  the  sacfifice  of  their  oti 
valuable  rights.  When  this  question  is  made,  it  ctn  be 
decided  only  by  arms,  and  the  people  of  (be  South  ti 
laugh  to  scorn  any  deciaion  of  this  House  upon  it.  lt» 
tertain  no  higher  respect  for  it,  and  for  the  gentiems'f 
proposition,  myself. 

Tbe  resolution  referring  all  the  matters  on  this  o^ 
ject  heretofore  before  the  House  to  a  select  coniiiRR 
IS  giving  up  the  ground  on  which  we  have  beencontad^ 
ing  this  whole  session.  We  deny  the  pover  oT  & 
House  to  act  upon  the  subject  at  all,  and  deare  to  a- 
clude  it  entirely  and  forever  from  these  wsUs.  My » 
league  calla  upon  you  to  legislate  upon  it,  and  tbere^ 
yielda  you  the  power  to  act  upon  it.  Sir,  in  tbe  nse 
of  those  with  whom  I  act,  I  protest  against  it.  Hetlb 
ded  to  what  was  done  in  1790.  CircumaUncei  hvt 
greatly  changed  since  then  ^  there  were  not  then  M^ 
disciplined  troops  embarked  in  this  incendiar)r  project 
there  were  no  societies  formed  for  the  express  purpi* 
of  pressing  it  to  an  issue;  with  large  sun:*  and  steis- 

{>resses  at  their  command.  It  waa  then  a  mere  sp^ 
stive  question!  it  u  now  a  practical  one,  of  fearful  * 
port.  We  must  adopt  a  stronger  and  more  decids 
remedy.  What  good,  sir,  did  the  reports  of  1790  (k 
Let  the  present  situation  of  our  affairs  answer.  t^J^ 
port  now  sought  for  will  be  about  as  effectiui.  TV 
gentleman,  no  doubt,  has  in  his  possession  the  m\t»^ 
of  a  splendid  Sunday  mail  report;  for  that  is  the  tM 
which  seems  to  hsunt  the  imaginations  of  some  iks 
bers  of  this  House. 

[Mr.  PriiGKirsT  explained,  and  said  that  he  t»d^ 
such  purpose;  and  he  intended,  if  the  resolution  pis^ 
to  ask  to  be  excused  from  serving  on  the  commUtefi»^ 
turn  it  over  to  other  hands  ] 

Mr.  Haxmokb  said  he  wished  his  colleagoe  hid  ibi»- 
fested  the  same  delicacy  with  regard  to  the  resoloWii 
themselves,  and  permitted  any  other  person  to  m^ 
brought  them  in.  But,  as  he  had  proposed  this  iDeiai|^ 
it  would  be  great  injustice  to  himself  and  to  tbe  fxi»^- 
to  permit  him  to  refuse  to  perfect  it.  1  hope  be  • 
not  repudiate  his  own  offspring.  Sir,  what  rosgk^, 
the  gentleman  suppose  a  report  like  this  is  ^^,^^f^ 
Does  he  think  that  he  can  paste  it  on  hisshieM.^ 
that,  like  the  Gorgon's  head,  it  will  torn  all  to  itonen» 
look  upon  it?    I  can  assure  him  it  will  be  pof^ 


Tbfl 


with  Tappan,  Garrison,  and  the  rest  of  the  gang-  |^ 
will  not  regard  it  in  the  least.    They  have  ^rz 
and  are  too  keen  upon  the  scent  to  be  ^^^^^^^. 
thing  that  can  be  put  on  paper,  no  matter  what  rftfl 
ical  excellences  it  may  possess. 

The  gentleman  says  he  wishes  by  this  in^^"'^°^ 
serve  the  Union.  I  should  like  to  know  bov  long  n^ 
since  that  gentleman  learned  to  preach  homilies  ^ 
Union.  [Mr.  PivcKirxT.  All  my  life.]  Y?*  *^. 
are  all  for  the  Union;  but  if  it  can  only  be  maintimwj 
the  sacrifice  of  our  rights,  that  gentleoian  is  ^^rZ^ 
mistaken  if  he  thinks  his  constituents  willsid  bim  id'^ 
sacrifice.  Sir,  those  arc  not  the  best  f"^"* . \,|^ 
Union  who  are  always  preaching  it  up  to  us;  wa  ^^ 


I  hear,  a  person  here  or  elsewhere,  put  ibe  **  ^^  ^ 
the  foreground  of  his  argument,  l»l^y".**?SeTe 
means  to  give  it  some  secret  stab.    And»  w^  ^  ^ 
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)e  adoption  of  the  gentleman's  plan  of  settling  this  con- 
•oversy  will  give  it  one  of  the  roost  fatal  blows  it  has  ever 
et  received.  For  I  can  assure  this  House  that  a  Union 
ased  upon  the  principles  of  that  resolution  cannot 
and.  We  cannot  give  ap  rights,  and  consent  to  hold 
ar  property  at  your  witl.  We  cannot  give  up  the  con- 
itution,  and  consent  to  repose  our  all  upon  the  tender 
lercies  of  this  House,  to  be  withdrawn  whenever  they 
lay  deem  expedient. 

The  gentleman  says  he  wishes  to  avoid  discussion.     It 

very  clear  that  his  resolutions  will  produce  a  contrary 
ITect.  They  tlirow  the  door  wide  open  for  discussion, 
hey  do  more.  By  thus  entertaining  respectfully  these 
leendiary  petitions,  and  acting  upon  them,  we  shall 
ncourage  tne  abolitionists  to  persevere  in  their  efforts, 
'hey  are  not  men  to  be  deterred  by  a  defeat  of  this  sort, 
'hey  will  consider  it  a  great  point  gained,  if  they  can 
et  Congress  to  take  up  their  petitions,  and  institute  a 
rave  legislative  action  on  them.  The  fanatics  will  re- 
Mce,  heartily  rejoice,  to  see  these  resolutions. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  desire  to  impugn  the  motives 
r  gentlemen  from  the  South,  who  have  voted  to  intro- 
ttce  these  resolutions.  I  hope  they  are  good.  I  hope 
re  all  desire  to  effect  the  same  object.  But,  sir,  in  the 
ame  of  those  I  represent,  and  with  those  whom  I  have 
le  honor  to  act,  T  solemnly  protest  against  them.  I 
rotest  against  them  as  conceding  to  this  House  a  pow- 
r  to  legislate  upon  this  subject,  which  I  deny.  I  pro- 
st  against  them  as  weakening  our  position,  by  making;  a 
ew  question  before  the  country,  which  is  now  consid- 
red  as  settled  in  our  favor.  I  protest  against  them  as 
pening  a  wider  range  for  the  discussion  of  this  subject. 

protest  against  them  as  encouraging  abolition;  and, 
nally,  I  protest  against  them  as  abandoning  the  high 
nd  true  gprounds  upon  which  only  it  becomes  the 
^uth  to  place  herself  in  this  great  and  vital  contro- 
ersy. 

Mr.  BOTD  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  HUNT  appealed  to  him  to  withdraw  the  motion, 
t>  allow  him  to  offer  an  amendment. 

Mr.  WISB  joined  in  the  appeal. 

Mr.  BOYD  was  compelled,  he  said,  to  persist  in  the 
notion,  as  he  thought  it  better  that  this  discussion  should 
top. 

Mr.  MANN  moved  a  call  of  the  Housei  which  was  neg- 
tived  by  a  vote  of  75  to  91. 

The  motion  for  the  previous  question  was  seconded 
7  a  vote  of  102  to  86. 

,  Mr.  GRANGER  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  ques- 
ion,  «  Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put?" 

Mr.  PATTON  moved  a  call  of  the  House;  which  was 
wgatived. 

Mr.  WISE  rose  to  inquire  of  the  Chair  what  was  the 
neaning  and  object  of  the  resolution.  He  had  heanl  it 
cad,  but  did  not  yet  understand  it. 

The  CHAIR  said  the  gentleman  was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  WIS.E  said  he  would  address  his  inquiry  to  the 
House. 

The  CHAIR  said  the  gentleman  must  take  his  seat. 

Mr.  WISE  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  to 
he  House,  and  would  state  his  reasons. 

The  CHAIR  said  the  gentleman  had  a  right  to  do  that. 

Mr.  WISE  contended  that,  as  gentlemen  were  com- 
pelled to  vote  upon  the  resolution,  they  had  a  right  to 
IcnoMT  what  was  its  character  and  purport.  If  he  was 
i^siled  upon  to  vote  for  a  resolution  before  he  knew  what 
'^  was,  then  "order!"  ••order!"  was  paramount  to  rea- 
son and  law. 

Mr.  BTNUM  would  like,  he  said,  to  know  what  was 
^^»e  question  before  the  Hou^e. 

The  CHAIR  said  he  would  state  it  when  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  had  concluded. 
Mr.  WISE  said  his  point  of  order  was  this:  he  wished 
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to  know  if  the  resolution  instructed  the  committee  to  re- 
port whether  Congress  had  the  power  to  legislate  on  the 
subject  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  If  it  did 
not,  he  was  opposed  to  it,  iota  cah^  and  if  it  did,  he  was 
opposed  to  it  on  other  grounds.  The  Chair  had  decided 
that  he  had  no  right  to  put  the  question,  and  from  this 
decision  he  had  appealed.  He  submitted  whether  he 
had  not  a  right  to  inquire  what  was  the  true  meaning  of 
the  resolution.  True,  it  had  been  read{  but  every  reso- 
lution was  not  to  be  understood  by  hearing  it  read.  It 
might  contain  more  than  it  was  understood  to  mean. 
Give  us  light  and  understanding,  he  said,  before  we  are 
dragged  up  here  to  vote  like  mules. 

The  CHAIR  said  he  would  state  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  WISE  withdrew  his  appeal. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  previous  question,  it 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  118,  nays  47.  So 
the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  VINTON  called  for  the  division  of  the  resolution 
into  three  several  parts;  so  that  the  question  should  be 
taken  on  the  following  clauses  separately: 

1.  **  Resolved^  That  all  the  memorii^Is  which  have  been 
offered,  or  may  hereafter  be  presented,  to  this  House, 
praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, and  also  the  resolutions  offered  by  an  honorable 
member  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Jarvis,]  with  the  amendment 
thereto  proposed  by  an  honorable  member  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  Wisi,]  and  every  other  paper  or  proposition 
that  may  be  submitted  in  relation  to  that  subject,  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee." 

3.  *'With  instructions  to  report  that  Congress  pos- 
sesses no  constitutional  authority  to  interfere  in  any  way 
with  the  institution  of  slavery  in  any  of  the  States  of  this 
confederacy." 

3.  **  And  that,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  Congress 
ought  not  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  because  it  would  be  a  violation  of 
the  public  faith,  unwise,  impolitic,  and  dangerous  to  the 
Union." 

The  CHAIR  stated  the  division  indicated  was  in  order. 

Mr.  HI  ESTER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
several  questions,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HOLSEY  called  for  a  further  division  of  the  reso- 
lution, so  as  to  take  the  question  separately  on  the  refer- 
ence of  Mr.  Jabvis's  resolution,  and  on  the  reference  of 
Mr.  Wiss's  resolution. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  this  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  HOLSEY  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  question  on  the  appeal  was  discussed  by  Messrs. 
HOLSEY,  BRIGGS,  PATTON,  WISB,  EVERETT, 
and  BELL. 

The  decision  of  the  Chair  was  affirmed  by  the  House. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  first  member  of  the 
proposition,  as  above  divided,  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative,  as  follows: 

YiAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Anthony,  Ash, 
Ashley,  Bailey,  Banks,  Barton,  Beale,  Bean,  Beaumont, 
Bockee,  Bond,  Boon,  Borden,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Briggs, 
Brown,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  Carr,  Casey, 
George  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapin,  Childs,  John  F.  H. 
Claiborne,  Clark,   Cleveland,   Coffee,    Coles,   Connor, 
Corwin,  Cniig,  Cramer,  Crane,  Cushing,  Cushman,  Dar- 
lington, Davis,  Deberry,  Denny,  Dickerson,  Doubledaya 
Dunlap,  Erner,  Evans,  Everett,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  Fow- 
ler, Fry,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  William  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith, 
Gillet,  Granger,  Grantland,  Graves,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall« 
Hamer,  Hannegan,  Hard,  Hardin,  Samuel  S.  Harrison, 
Albert  G.  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Hszel- 
tine,  Henderson,  Hiester,  Hoar,  Hopkins,  Howard,  How- 
ell, Hubley,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ingersoll,  Ingham, 
William  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  Janes,  Jarvis,  Jenifer, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson, 
Benjamin  Jones,  Judson,  Kennon,   Kilgore,  Kinoard, 
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Ktinfcnmitb,  Lane,  I^naing.  Ltporte,  Ltwreiice»  Lay, 
Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Leonard,  Lincoln,  Logan, 
Abtjah  Mann,  Job  Mann,  Manning,  William  Maton, 
Moses  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  May,  McCarty,  McCo- 
mas,  McKav,  McKennan,  McKeon,  McRim,  McLene, 
Miller,  Milligan,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morris, 
Muhlenberir,  Owens,  Page,  Parker,  Parks,  Patterson, 
Franklin  Pierce,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Phelps,  Phillips^ 
Pinckney,  Potts,  Reed,  Rencher,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph 
Reynolds,  Ripley,  Rogers,  Russell,  Schenck,  Seymour, 
Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Sloane,  Smith, 
Spangler,  Sprague,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Turrill,  Underwood,  Vander- 
poel,  Vinton,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwcll,  Washington, 
Webster,  Weeks,  Whittlesey,  LewU  Williams,  Sherrod 
Williams— 174. 

Nats— Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Bell,  Bouldin,  Bunch, 
Bynum,  John  Calhoon,  Campbell,  Carter,  John  Cham- 
bers, Chapman,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  Dickson, 
Bromgoole,  Porester,  French,  James  Garland,  Rice  Gar- 
land, Glascock,  Graham,  Grayson,  Griffin,  Hammond, 
Holsey,  Henry  Johnson,  Lawler,  Luke  Lea,  Loyall,  Lu- 
cas, Lyon,  Martin,  John  T.  Mason,  Maury,  Mercer,  Pat- 
ton,  Jamea  A.  Pearce,  Petligrew,  Peyton,  Pickens, 
Rosne,  Robertson,  William  B.  Shepard,  Standefer, 
Steele,  Taliaferro,  Waddy  Thompson,  Towns,  White, 
Wise— 48. 

So  the  first  clause  was  sgreed  to. 

The  question  being  Uken  on  the  second  member  of 
the  proposition,  it  was  determined  as  follows: 

YsAS— Messr?.  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Allen,  Anthony, 
Ash,  Ashley,  Bailey,  Banks,  Barton,  Beale,  Bean,  Beau- 
mont, Belly  Bockee,  Bond,  Boon,  Borden,  Bouldin, 
Bovee,  Boyd,  Briggs,  Brown,  Bunch,  Bynum,  William 
B.  Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  Carr,  Carter,  Casey,  George 
Chambers,  John  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin, 
Ghilds,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  John  F.  H.  Claiborne, 
Clark,  Cleveland,  Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig, 
Cramer,  Crane,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Davis,  Deberry, 
Dickerson,  Dickson,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap, 
Efner,  Evans,  Fttirfield,  Farlin,  Forester,  Fowlef, 
French,  Fry,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  Willism  K.  Fuller,  Gal- 
braitli,  James  Garland,  Gillet,  Graham,  Granger,  Grant- 
land,  Graves,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hamer,  Hannegan, 
Hard,  Hurdin,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Albert  G.  Harrison, 
Hawes,  Hawkins  Haynes,  Hazeltine,  Henderson,  Hies- 
ter.  Hoar,  Holsey,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Howell,  Hubley, 
Hunt,  Hunlinj^ton,  Huntsman,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Jabez 
Jackson,  Jarvis,  Jenifer,  Joseph  Johnson,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Henry  Johnson,  Benjamin 
Jones,  Judson,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Rlingensmith, 
Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay,  G.  Lee, 
Joshua  Lee,  Luke  Lea,  Leonard,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Love, 
Loyall,  Lyon,  Abijah  Mann,  Job  Mann,  Manning,  Mar- 
tin, John  Y.  Mason,  William  Mason,  Moses  Mason, 
Samson  Mason,  Maury,  May,  McCarty,  McKay,  McKen- 
nan, McKeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Mercer,  Miller,  Milli- 
San,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morris,  Muhlen* 
erg,  Owens,  Page,  Parker,  Parks,  Patteraon,  Patton, 
Franklin  Pierce,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  James  A.  Pearce, 
Pettigrew,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Pinckney,  Potts,  Reed, 
Rencher,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Ripley, 
Roane,  Rogers,  Russell,  Schenck,  Seymour,  William  Bit 
Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Shinn, 
Sickles,  Smith,  Spangler,  Sprague,  Standefer,  Steele, 
Storer,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas  John 
Thomson,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turrill,  Underwood,  Vnn- 
derpoel,  Vinton,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Waahing. 
ton,  Weeks,  Wliite.  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Sher- 
rod Williama-.201. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  Denny,  Everett,  Rice  Garland, 
Glascock,  William  Jackson,  Robertson— 7. 

So  the  second  clause  waa  agreed  to. 


Mr.  WISE,  when  hia  name  was  called,  lose  ud  aid. 
1  refuse  to  vote  at  all  upon  such  a  proposition i  beoae 
to  affirm  any  proposition  by  declaratory  resolutios  ib 
admit  it  neeaa  affirmation;  and  because  CoagmiW 
no  constitutional  power  either  to  affirm  or  dcoy  »j 
proposition  whatever.  In  relation  to  slavery  is  ^ 
States. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  moved  that  the  gentlensn  b<ex» 
sed  from  voting;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  bein^  about  to  be  taken  oa  ibe  iM 
branch  of  the  prqposition — 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  called  for  a  division  of  the  qa» 
tion  on  this  branch,  so  as  to  take  the  question  ostie 
clause  declaring  thai  Congreas  *'  ought  not  to  interf«ir 
in  any  way  with  alavery  in  the  District  of  Cuhiabs,* 
and  omitting  the  reaaona  therefor. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  division  was  in  order. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  appealed  from  thia  decison. 

Afles  a  discussion  of  the  point  of  order,  by  Nesi 
UNDERWOOD,  BOULDIN,  MASON  of  Vatm, 
BELU  SUTHERLAND,  RIPLEY,  and  HARDIN, 

The  decision  of  the  Chair  was  affirmed  by  thcHcub 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  first  clsuse  of  tk 
third  branch  indicated  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentocht 

J  Mr.  UvDiBwoon,]  it  was  decided  in  the  affinaatirtiS 
bllows: 

YxAS— Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Anthony,  Asl^  K^i 
Barton,  Beale,  Bean,  Beaumont,  Bell,  Bockee,  Boa. 
Bouldin,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Bunch,  Bynooi,Jok 
Calhoon,  Cambreleng,  Carr,  Carter,  Casey,  John  Ciss- 
hers.  Chancy,  Cliapman,  Chapin,  Nathaniel  H.  Cli- 
borne,  John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  CofTee,  Cok^ 
Connor,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cushman,  Daris,  Debetn. 
Dickerson,  Doubleday,  DromgtMie,  Dunlsp,  Efoct. 
Fairfield,  Farlin,  Forester,  French,  Fry,  Williw  t 
Fuller,  Galbralth,  James  Garland,  Rice  Garland.  6iM 
Graham,  Grantland,  Graves,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hitff* 
Hannegan,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Albert  G.  Harrison,  Hi«S 
Hawkina,  lYaynes,  Henderson,  Holsey,  Hopkins,  H0«- 
ard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ingtac. 
Jabez  Jackson,  Jarvis,  Jenifer,  Joseph  Johnson,  ^ 
ard  M.  Johnaon,  Cave  Johnson,  Henry  Johnson,  Bc«>- 
Jones,  Judson,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  KiingensiDitI:* 
Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawler,  Gideon  Lee,  J(^ 
Lee,  Luke  Lea,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lyon,  Abijtb 
Mann,  Job  Mann,  Manning,  Martin,  John  T.  U>^ 
William  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  Maury,  May,  McCosa. 
McKay,  McKeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Mercer,  Uli'^< 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  0«es^ 
Page,  Parks,  Patterson,  Patton,  Franklin  Piercf ,  Jtf** 
A.  Pearce,  Pettigrew,  Phelps^  Pinckney,  RendK^* 
Joaeph  Reynolds,  Ripley,  Roane,  Robertson,  R^T^ 
Schenck,  Seymour,  William  B.  Shepard,  AoguitipeH. 
Shepperd,  Shields,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Smith,  Spir>F> 
Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Taliafernn j^* 
lor,  Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Towns,  Torw, 
Underwood,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Wardwell,  WmI[ 
ington.  Weeks,  White,  Levis  Williams,  Sherrod  Wil- 
liams— 163. 

NATS>-Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Bailey,  Bsoks, 
Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Georp 
Chambers,  Childs,  Clark,  Corwin,  Crane,  Cushing,  ^' 
lington,  Denny,  Evana,  Everett,  Philo  C  Fuller,  Gn* 
ger.  Hard,  Hazeltine,  Hiester,  Hoar,  Hunt,  IngersoU. 
William  Jackson,  Janes,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Lincoln,  Lo^^ 
Samson  Mason,  McCarty,  McKennan,  Morris  Vtritt, 
Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Phillips,  Potts,  Reed,  Russell.  Sk»8«i 
Sprague,  Vinton,  Webster,  Whittlesey— 47. 

So  the  first  member  of  the  third  clause,  ss  shore  iti- 
ted,  was  agreed  to.  .    ^i 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  the  remaioiog  p*^ 
of  the  third  clause,  it  was  decided  as  follows: 

YsAS— Messrs.   Ash,   Ashley,  Barton,  Besle,  Be»"i 
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iell,  Bockee,  Bouldin,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Bancb,  Bynom, 
Tohn  Caihoon,  Cambreleng,  Carter,  Gawy,  John 
ShamberF,  Chapman,  Chapin,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne, 
^obn  P.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coffee,  Coles,  Con- 
lor,  CraijTf  Cramer,  Cuahman,  Davia,  Deberry,  Dot*- 
ileday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Efner,  Fairfield,  Far- 
in,  Forester,  French,  William  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith, 
ftroes  Garland,  R.  Garland,  Gillet,  Graham,  Orantland, 
irares,  J.  Hall,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Hardin,  A.  O.  Harri- 
on,  Htwes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holsey,  Hopkins,  How- 
rd,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ingham,  Jabez  Jackson, 
arvis,  Jenirer,  Joseph  Johnson,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
'are  Johnson,  Henry  Johnson,  Kinnard,  Ktingensmith, 
isnsing,  Lawler,  L.  Lea,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lyon, 
Lbijah  Mann,  Manning,  Martin,  John  T.  Mason,  William 
fason,  Moses  Mason,  Maury,  May,  McGomas,  McKay, 
fcKeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Mercer,  Montgomeiy,  Moore, 
lorgan,  Mu1enberg«  Owena,  Page,  Parks,  Patterson, 
'atton,  Franklin  Pierce,  Pettigrew  Peyton,  Phelps, 
inckney,  Rencher,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Ripley,  Roane, 
tobertson,  Rogers,  Seymour,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd, 
Ihields,  StandeFer,  Steele,  Taliarerro,  Taylor,  Waddy 
*bompson,  Toacey,  Towns,  Turrilti  Vanderpoel,  Ward, 
Washington,  Weeks,  White.  Williams— 127. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Allen, 
Anthony,  Banks,  Beaumont,  Bcmd,  Boon,  Borden, 
trigg«.  Brown,  W  .B.  Calhoun,  Carr,  G.Chambers,  Cha- 
ley,  Childs,  Clark,  Corwin,  Crane,  Gushing,  Oarlhigton, 
)enny,  Dickerson,  Evans,  Ererett,  Phiui  C.  Fuller, 
tranger,  Haley,  Hard,  Harlan,  Hazeltine,  Henderson, 
[tester,  Hoar,  Howell,  Hunt,  Ingersoll,  W.  Jackson, 
anes,  Judson,  Kilgore,  Lane,  Laporte,  Lawrence,  Lay, 
.  Lee,  Lincoln,  Love,  Job  Mann,  Samson  Mason,  Me- 
larty,  McKennan»  Miller,  Miltigani  Morris,  Parker,  D. 
.  Pearce,  phillipr.  Potts,  Reed,  Russell,  Schenck,Shinn, 
iloane.  Smith,  Spangler,  Sprague,  Storer,  John  Thorn- 
on,  Underwood,  Vinton,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Whittle- 
ey,  Sherrod  Williams — 75. 

So  the  remainder  of  the  third  clause  was  sgreed  to. 

The  question  being  on  the  remaining  portion  bf  the 
esolution,  it  was  read  as  follows: 

**  Assigning^  such  reasons  for  these  conclusion?  as,  in 
^^  judgment  of  the  committee,  may  be  best  calcula- 
td  to  enligrhten  the  public  mind,  to  repress  agitation, 
3  allay  excitement,  to  sustain  and  preserve  the  just  rights 
f  the  slaveholding  States  and  of  the  people  of  this 
district,  and  to  re-establish  harmony  and  tranquillity 
mongst  the  various  sections  of  the  Union." 

The  question  was  taken  on  agreeing  to  this  residue 
r  the  resolution,  and  determined  it  the  affirmative,  as 
)lIows: 

Ybas— Messrs.  Adams,  Chilton  Alhn,  Anthony,  Ash, 
tanks  Beale,  Bean,  Beaumont,  Bell,  Bond,  Boon,  Bor- 
en,  Bouldin,  Boyd,  Brown,  Bunch,  Bynuro,  John 
:alhoon,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  Carr, 
'arter,  Casey,  George  Chambers,  John  Chambers, 
'haney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  N.  H.  Claibome»  J.  F.  H. 
Maiborne,  Cleveland,  Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Corwin, 
Sraig,  Cramer,  Crane,  Gushing,  Cushman,  Darlington, 
)eberry,  Dickerson,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap, 
^airfield,  Forester,  French,  Pry,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  Wil- 
am  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  James  Garland,  Rice  Garland, 
iillet,  Graham,  Grantland,  Graves,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall, 
Umer,  Hannegan,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Albert  G.  Harriaon, 
lawktns,  Haynes,  Hazeltine,  Henderson,  Holsey,  Hop- 
ins,  Howard,  Howell,  Ilubtey,  Huntington,  Huntsinan, 
ngersoll,  Ingham,  Jabez  Jackson,  Janes,  Jarvis,  Jenifer, 
t.  M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Judson,  Kilgore,  Kinnard, 
^lingensmith,  Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawler,  Joshua 
'ee,  Luke  Lea,  Leonard,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Love,  Loy* 
II,  Abijah  Mann,  J.  Mann,  Manning,  Martin,  J.  T.  Mason, 
tVilliam  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  Maury, 
icComa*,  McKay,  McKeon,  McRim,  Mercer^  Miller, 


Milfigan,  Montgfomery,  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Owens, 
Pafir^»  Parker,  Parks,  Patterson,  Franklin  Pierce,  Du- 
tee  J.  Pearce,  Pettigrew,  Peyton,  Phelps,  Pinekney, 
Rencher,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Roane,  Robertson,  Rogers, 
Schenck,  Seymour,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Shields, 
Shinn,  Smith,  Spangler,  Sprague,  Standefer,  Steele,  Sto- 
rer, Sutherland, TaliaFerro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  John  IThom- 
son,  Toueey,  Towns,  Turrill,  Underwood,  Vanderpoel, 
Vinton,  Wagener,  Ward,  Ward  well,  Washington,  Web- 
ster, Weeks,  White,  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams, 
Sherrod  Williams— 167. 

Nats— Messrs.  Heman  Allen,  Evans,  William  Jacksou* 
Lawrence,  Phillips,  Sloane — 6, 

So  the  whole  resolution  was  carried,  and  the  commit- 
tee ordered  to  consist  of  nine.* 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louisiana,  asked  the  consent  of 
the  House  to  permit  him,  and  also  the  gentlemen  from 
Georgia  and  Virginia,  [Messrs.  Glascock  and  Robbbt- 
soir,]  to  enter  their  reasons  on  the  journal  for  the  vote 
given  by  them  on  the  resolution  just  adopted. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  GLASCOCK  moved  to 
suspend  the  rules  for  that  purpose;  which  was  dis- 
agreed to. 

UNITED  STATES  AND  FRANCE. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  Houae  the  following 
message  from  the  President  of  the  United  Statea: 

Thihe  Smaie  and  House  of  R^reeeniaiiven 

The  Government  of  Great  Britain  haa  offered  its  me- 
diation for  the  adjustment  of  the  dispute  between  the 
United  SUtes  and  France.  Carefully  guarding  that 
point  in  the  controversy,  which,  as  it  involves  our  honor 
and  independence,  admita  of  no  compromise,  I  have 
cheerfully  accepted  the  offer.  It  will  be  obviously  im- 
proper to  resort  even  to  the  mildest  measure  of  a  com- 
pulsory character,  until  it  is  ascertained  whether  France 
has  declined  or  accepted  the  mediation.    I  therefore 

_    • 

*  From  the  Naiumal  LiteiUgeneer. 

Ho  USB  or  Rbpbzsbhtatxvbs, 

Februarjif  10,  1836. 

Messrs.  Galbs  &  Sbatob:  I  perceive  in  the  daily  In- 
telligencer of  this  morning,  a  statement  of  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Pinckney  in  relation  to 
the  subject  of  slavery.  1  was,  unavoidably,  absent  from 
the  House  on  Monday.  Had  1  been  present,  I  should 
have  voted  ay  on  the  first  clause  of  the  resolution,  fully 
believing  that  the  whole  subject  ought  to  be  referred  to 
a  committee.  On  the  second  clause,  which  affirms  *<  that 
Congress  possesses  no  constitutional  power  to  interfere 
with  slavery  in  the  Slates,*'  I  should  have  also  voted  av. 
On  the  third  clause,  which  declarea  that  '*  Congress  ought 
not  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,"  I  ahould  have  voted  no,  for  this,  among 
other  reasons:  that  I  believe  Congreas  ought  to  interfere 
with  the  alave  trade  in  the  Diatrict.  The  last  clauseb 
which  directs  the  committee  to  assign  reasons  why  Con- 
gress ought  not  to  interfere  with  slavery  in  the  States  or 
in  the  Diatrict,  would  have  presented  aoroe  difficulties,  es- 
pecially as  all  the  other  parts  of  the  resolution  had  been 
adopted  when  the  vote  was  taken  on  it.  I  should,  how- 
ever, have  placed  my  name  among  those  of  the  six  gentle- 
men who  voted  no,  on  the  ground  that  the  appointment  of 
counsel  by  the  House  to  argue  one  aide  of  a  question  sub- 
mitted to  their  consideration,  without  power  to  investi- 
gate the  other,  is  not  well  sustained  by  precedent,  and 
but  poorly  calculated  to  give  weight  and  character  to 
the  argument  they  might  produce. 

You  will  oblige  me,  gentlemen,  by  inserting  this  in 
your  to-morrow's  paper. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HILAND  HALL. 
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fecommend  a  tuspention  of  all  proceedings  on  that  part 
of  my  special  menage  of  the  15tb  of  January  last,  which 
proposes  a  partial  non-intercourw  with  France.  While 
we  cannot  too  highly  appreciate  the  elevated  and  disin- 
terested motives  of  the  offer  of  Great  Britain,  and  have 
a  just  reliance  upon  the  great  influence  of  that  Power 
to  restore  the  relations  of  ancient  friendship  between 
the  United  States  and  France*  and  know,  too,  that  our 
own  pacific  policy  will  be  strictly  adhered  to  until  the 
national  honor  compels  us  to  depart  from  it,  we  should 
be  insensible  to  the  exposed  condition  of  our  country, 
and  forget  the  lessons  of  experience,  if  we  did  not 
efficiently  and  sedulously  prepare  for  an  adverse  re- 
sult. The  peace  of  a  nation  does  not  depend  exclusive- 
ly upon  its  own  will,  nor  upon  the  beneficent  policy  of 
neighboring  Powers;  and  that  nation  which  is  found 
totally  unprepared  for  the  exigencies  and  dangers  of 
war,  although  it  come  without  having  given  warning  of 
its  approsch,  is  criminally  negligent  of  its  honor  and  its 
duty.  I  cannot  too  strongly  repeat  the  recommendation 
already  made  to  place  the  seaboard  in  a  proper  state  of 
defence,  and  promptly  to  provide  the  means  for  amply 
protecting  our  commerce. 

ANDBEW  JACKSON. 
WASxnroTosr,  I^dfruary  8, 1836. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MASQN,  of  Virginia,  the  message 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  House  then,  at  a  quarter  aAer  five  o'clock,  P. 
M't  adjourned. 

TvaSDAT,  FXBBUAmT  9. 

SLAVERY  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  C0LU.MB1A. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louisiana,  offered,  on  the  part  of 
himself  and  Messrs.  Glakock,  of  Georgia,  and  Robxbt* 
SOB,  of  Virginis,  a  protest,  to  be  entered  on  the  journal, 
against  the  first  clause  of  the  instructions  contained  in 
the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Csrolins, 
adopted  yesterday. 

The  protest  wss  read,  as  follows: 

The  undersigned,  who  voted  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives on  Monday,  the  8th  instant,  against  the  first 
elaose  of  the  instructions  to  the  select  committee  pro- 
posed to  be  raised  under  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr. 
PiHcxHKT,  to  which  <*all  the  memorials  which  have 
been  ofi'ered  or  may  hereafter  be  presented  to  this 
House,  praying  for  the  abolition  of  slaver>'  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  and  also  the  resolution  offered  by  an 
honorable  member  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Jabvis,]  with  the 
amendment  thereto  proposed  by  an  honorable  member 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wisa,]  together  with  every  other 
paper  or  proposition  that  may  be  submitted  in  relation 
to  the  subject,"  are  to  be  referred t  which  clause  is  as 
follows:  **  that  Congress  possesses  no  constitutional 
authority  to  interfere  in  any  wsy  with  the  institution  of 
•lavery  in  any  of  tlie  Staterof  this  confederacy,"  did  so 
vote,  and  now  protest  against  said  clause: 

1.  Because  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress  <Mo 
interfere  iu  any  way  with  the  institution  of  slavery  in 
any  of  the  States  of  this  confederacy"  is  not  brought  in 
question,  or  in  any  manner  referred  to,  in  any  memorial 
ttiat  has  been  presented,  or  in  the  resolution  mentioned, 

'  or  the  amendment  thereto,  and  we  will  not  consent  to 
have  so  vital  and  important  a  proposition  brought  forward 
gratuitously,  referred  to  a  committee  of  this  House,  re- 
ported on,  and  reasons  given  for  a  conclusion,  not  open 
to  discussion,  thereby,  aa  we  conceive,  admitting  the 
power  of  Congress  to  entertain  the  question,  and  asking 
Its  opinion  upon  a  subject  about  wltjch  it  has  no  right  to 
express  one. 

2.  Because  believing,  as  we  do,  that  it  is  undeniable 
'<  Congress  possesses  no  constitutional  authority  to  in- 


terfere in  any  way  with  the  institution  of  dsTcty  in  wf 
of  the  States  of  this  confederacy,"  it  is  our  ioteitkwto 
prevent  any  discussion  of  that  question,  so  far  u hit k 
our  power,  or  even  its  submission  as  a  propoiidQi  ts 
Congresai  and  being  determined  now,  and  at  ill  oikr 
times,  to  resist  any  such  assumption  of  authority,  vert 
not  permit  any  doubt  of  such  absence  of  comtitBbgsl 
power  to  be  questioned  or  inferred  by  conientia|toi» 
fer  it  to  the  committee  of  a  body  having  no  jnriididioi, 
and  obtaining  from  it  a  disclaimer  of  a  wsnt  of  sdA 
authority. 

The  undersigned  having  been  prevented  froo  ib6if 
their  objections  in  the  House  'to  the  aforessid  dioies 
the  instructions,  by  the  previous  question  bsving  beu 
called  for  and  sustained,  within  one  hour  sftertliiiBtf 
important  resolution  was  submitted,  now,  topremii 
misconception  or  nusconstruction  as  to  their  notim  d 
opinions,  submit  this  their  solemn  protest  sgiinst  tki 
House  entertaining  any  such  propomtion,  and  rtspttM 
\y  ask  that  it,  and  their  reasons,  as  herein  briefly  ^ 
may  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

BICE  GARLAND» 
THOMAS  GLASCOCK, 
JOHN  ROBERTSON. 

Hovsi  or  Rbpbbsbsitativbs,  February  9, 183(>. 

Objections  being  made, 

Mr.  GARLAND  moved  that  the  rules  be  sospcttU 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  offer  the  paper;  oi 
thereupon,  he  aaked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  verts 
dered. 

The  question  being  taken  on  suspending  the  micsk 
this  purpose,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative:  YeuSl. 
nays  136. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBREL£NG,  the  House  ^ 
resolved  itoelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  m'^ 
state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Milub  in  the  chair. 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMDRELENG,  the  coounttzt 
took  up  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  sanlr 
vice  for  the  year  1836. 

The  bill  had  before  been  under  the  conalderaiiofi^' 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  the  pendinir  i^ 
ment  was  Mr.  Cambbblkbo's  to  strike  out  $9i0,0iL 
and  insert  the  sum  of  |2,000,000,  for  repairi  of  Te9d| 
in  ordinary,  and  the  repairs  and  wear  and  tear  ofrefltii 
in  commission,  and  completing  those  on  \he  stocb. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  withdrew  the  amendment, »>< 
not  to  embarrass  the  passage  of  the  present  billi  iwlj 
pecially  as  the  subject  would  come  up  in  a  septniew^ 
to  be  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Naval  AAain.  ^ 
being  the  ordinary  appropriation  bill,  and  Mr.  C  ^^ 
witharawn  the  only  amendment  pending,  he  hoped  < 
would  pass  without  delay. 

Mr.  BELL  moved  to  reduce  the  several  appropriit»|>' 
for  the  navy  yards  one  half  the  amount  proposed  u  ^ 
bill.  Mr.  B.  read  tl)e  various  items  proposed,  vA^ 
tained  that  such  large  appropriationa  might  notbe  pi*^; 
in  the  prospect  of  a  contingency  that  might  probw? 
ensue.    The  items  were  as  follows: 

For  improvements  and  necessary  repairs  ot  the  tf'/ 
yard —  ^ 

At  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  -  -  ^fJJ? 
At  Charlestown,  Massachusetts,  -  •  l^r^ 
At  Brooklyn,  New  York,  -       -       •  W»^ 

At  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,        -       -    ^^'^ 

At  Washington ^Jj^ 

At  Gosport,  Virginia,       -        .       •       -  167,0W 

AtPensacols, -   H^V 

Mr.  JARVIS  thought  the  gentleman  should  it  ^ 
examine  whether  the  appropriations  were  oeontfy 
not,  before  he  made  a  sweeping  motion  to  '**''!^^j 
whole  of  them  indiscriminately  one  half.    Mr.  J*  ^ 
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•ead  mnoos  egtiroates  and  deUilf  from  the  officers  of  the 
Department,  in  reference  to  the  propoeed  item*.  Mr.  J. 
mid,  whether  there  was  peace  or  war,  these  works  should 
>e  completed. 

Mr.  BELL  again  opposed  the  items,  on  the  ground 
hat  this  was  not  the  time  to  make  such  an  extraordinary 
>utlay  of  the  public  money,  when  the  public  resources 
night  be  wanted  for  other  objects.  He  then  modified 
lis  motion,  in  order  to  test  the  question,  by  confining 
he  amendment  at  present  to  the  first  item,  and  moved 


hat  the  appropriation  for  the  navy  yard  at  Portsmouth, 
ffew  Hampshire,  be  reduced  to  #33,500,  being  one  half 
he  amount  proposed  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  said  he  woutd  rote  for  the  pro* 
)osed  appropriations,  unless  gentlemen  could  show  that 
hey  were  unnecessary,  or  incorrect.  In  the  first  place, 
m  appropriation  was  asked,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
I  timber  shed:  that  he  considered  necessary  for  the 
>re8ervation  of  the  timber.  Another  was  for  a  mast  and 
>oat  house:  that  he  also  considered  necessary,  whether 
here  shoufd  be  war  or  not.  A  timber  dock  was  also 
uked  for:  that  the  officers  whose  duty  it  was  to  attend 
to  that  business  had  thought  necessary;  and  he  would 
take  their  word,  unless  gentlemen  could  show  that  they 
were  Incorrect. 

Mr.  CU8HMAN*  hoped  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bell]  would  not  prevail.  It  was 
his  intention,  if  the  pending  amendment  was  negatived, 
to  aak  for  an  additional  sum  for  the  navy  ]rard  at  Ports- 
mouth, New  Hampshire.  The  improvements  proposed 
by  the  Naval  Committee  were  absolutely  necessary  in  time 
of  peace,  and  no  remark  which  he  should  make  would 
be  predicated  upon  the  supposition  of  a  war  with  France. 
That  Power,  he  was  persuaded,  would  not  persist  in  her 
refusal  to  carry  into  effect  the  treaty  of  1831.  The  ap. 
propriation  asked  for  was  not  made  upon  the  ground 
Bupposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  i  it  had  no 
reference  to  a  war  with  France.  It  was  a  wise  saying 
and  a  correct  principle,  which  should  never  be  lost  sight 
of,  that  in  peace  we  should  prepare  for  war.  He  repeated, 
that  the  proposed  improvements  and  repair  of  the  navy 
yard  at  Portsmouth  were  absolutely  necessary,  under 
any  state  of  things.  He  had  three  weeks  ago  submitted 
a  resolution,  directing  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of 
erecting  one  or  more  wharves  at  this  navy  yard,  ana  it 
was  for  this  object  he  contemplated  asking  for  an  addi- 
tional sum  to  that  conUined  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  PARKER  replied  to  Mr.  Bkll,  and  recited  the 
clauses  of  an  act  of  Congress  authorizing  the  construction 
of  certain  navy  yards,  and  the  report  of  the  Department 
made  to  Congress.  Mr.  P.  maintained  at  length  that  the 
proposed  appropriations  were  necessary,  and  it  was  false 
economy  to  suppose  any  thing  would  be  saved  by  redu- 
cing them  one  half. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  Florida,  said,  so  far  from  the  reduc- 
tion of  that  for  the  navy  yard  at  Pensacola  being  possi- 
ble, he  intended  to  move  to  double  the  proposed  appro- 
priation as  soon  as  the  proper  time  arrived. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  point  was  not  then  under  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  he  had  looked  into  the  ap- 
propriations  for  Portsmouth  for  the  last  two  years.  He 
fotind  that  in  1834  it  was  $40,700,  and  in  1835,  $39,935, 
while  $67,000  was  proposed  for  the  present  year,  the 
only  explanation  of  which  was,  that  a  large  portion  of  it 
was  required  for  erecting  sheds  to  preserve  the  live  oak 
timber.  He  thought,  at  least,  the  appropriation  should 
be  reduced  to  the  limit  of  the  last  two  years,  and  not 
contain  an  ezcesa  of  between  $20,000  and  $30,000.  He 
nid  the  House  was  very  economical  in  small  matters, 
and  a  trifling  proposition,  handed  in  by  himself  (o  the 
Committee  on  the  Rules,  to  furnish  lists  of  yeas  and  nays 
for  the  people,  was  returned  to  him  by  the  chairman  of 


that  committee,  [Mr.  Maw,  of  New  York,]  on  the 
ground  of  the  expense.  Mr.  U.  complained  of  the  ex- 
travagance of  the  proposed  items  in  this  bill,  and  hoped 
they  would  be  amended.  The  members  of  the  commit- 
tees in  charge  of  this  bill  came  generally  fi^m  the  large 
cities,  and  they  were  therefore  more  interested  in  the 
proposed  appropriations. 

Mr.  D.  J.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Isbmd,  said  it  was  ar- 
gued  that  they  ought  to  curtail  these  appropriations,  be- 
cause there  was  a  surplus  on  band  from  last  year.  All  the 
money  on  hand,  he  conceived,  was  pledged  f  some  portions 
for  the  payment  of  the  crews  of  vessels  on  long  voyages, 
and  for  timber  and  other  materials  contracted  for.  There 
was,  at  the  end  of  every  fiscal  year,  an  unexpended  bal- 
ance, but  that  bidance  was  pledged,  and  could  not  be 
transferred,  for  any  other  purpose  whatsoever.  He  was 
in  favor  of  making  appropriations  speedily,  to  finish  the 
works  already  commenced i  because  delayinf^  the  com- 
pletion of  the  kind  of  work  contemplated  in  this  item 
generally  resulted  In  a  loss  of  twenty  per  cent.  He 
would  take  the  estimates  and  recommendations  of  the 
navy  board,  or  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  as  correct, 
unless  gentlemen  could  show  that  those  statements  were 
erroneous. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  should  vote  for  this  appropriation,  as 
he  should  vote  for  every  other,  for  a  public  object, 
where  nothing  could  be  adduced  against  its  propriety 
and  necessity.  He  was  satisfied  that,  from  the  increase 
of  materials,  and  for  other  reasons,  the  estimated  amount 
was  not  too  large.  Mr.  P.  entered  at  length  into  sundry 
statements  connected  with  the  subject,  and  the  unex- 
pended balances  under  the  acts  of  1827  and  1833.  Mr. 
P.  should  like  to  know  from  the  chairman  of  the  Naval 
Committee,  what  amount  remained  of  the  unexpended 
balance  on  this  navy  yard,  for  the  lut  year. 

Mr.  JARVIS  replied  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to 
say  what  amount  remained  unexpended  of  a  balance  of 
$1,750. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  admitted  the  item  was  very  trifling, 
but  he  should  apply  the  same  principle  to  all  the  unex- 
pended balances  of  the  other  items,  and  he  should  renew 
the  same  inquiry  upon  each  of  them.  He  complained 
that  no  statements  of  those  balances  had  been  furnished 
from  the  Departments.  He  thought  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  should  be  prepared  with  them. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  said  it  could  not  be  expected  that  those 
who  came  from  a  different  section  of  country  than  that 
where  these  works  were  situated  snould  vote  for  them 
without  statements  or  estimates.  He  was  ever  ready  to 
vote  for  appropriations  that  were  requisite,  but  he  could 
not  conceive  that  it  was  necessary  to  vote  a  sum  of 
$18,000  to  erect  a  shed  to  protect  timber,  at  least  until 
his  mind  was  satisfied  that  it  was  indispensable:  he  never 
should  vote  to  appropriate  the  people's  money  for  this 
purpose.    He  hoped  the  amendment  would  prevail. 

Mr.  BELL  explained  that  he  was  not  so  much  opposed 
to  the  appropriation  itself,  as  he  was  to  such  large  ap- 
propriations at  this  time.  It  was  with  him  a  mere  ques- 
tion of  expediency;  for,  in  case  of  war,  the  money  would 
be  wanted  to  equip  ships  of  war,  and  put  the  country 
in  a  state  of  defence.  He  did  not  want  to  delay  this  bill, 
but  he  pledged  himself  at  a  future  day  to  go  into  the 
whole  subject,  not  only  of  our  foreign  relations,  fortifi- 
cations^ &c.,  but  of  the  whole  civil  establishment  of  the 
Government. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  was  happy  to  hear  that  it  was 
not  the  gentleman's  [Mr.  Bbll's]  purpose  to  oppose  the 
passage  of  the  ordinary  appropriation  bill,  for  Mr.  C. 
thought  he  knew  that  gentleman  too  well  to  suppose  he 
would  waste  his  fire  upon  so  small  an  occasion.  The 
gentleman  had  told  them  that,  on  a  proper  occasion,  he 
would  come  forward.  Mr.  C.  hoped  the  gentleman 
would  then  give  them  his  views,  and  he  hopeo,  when  he 
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did  My  that  he  iroold  b«  more  miceewful  in  eiphiinitif^ 
them  than  ho  had  been  on  thii  preeent  oeoaiion,  to  thte 
Houie.  Mr.  C.  had  been  unable  to  understand  what  the 
gentlenuui  had  been  driving  at.  The  gentleman  Mid* 
whether  war  or  peace  was  to  emue,  be  wiahed  to  re* 
■erve  our  fundi,  in  order,  if  called  upon  for  large  appro<* 
priationi,  they  might  apply  them  to  the  proper  object. 
Well,  taking  tbii  foi^  grants,  luppoie  they  iheuld  be 
called  upon  to  make  large  appropriationa  during  the 
present  lettion,  to  defend  oortelrea  from  war  with 
France,  was  this  the  place  the  gentleman  proposes  to 
sare  tho  means  to  do  itf  Would  he  propose  to  diminish 
the  conveniences  of  the  navy  yards  in  such  a  crisis?  Let 
any  man  look  to  the  present  condition  of  our  navy  yards, 
and  compare  them  with  the  most  insignificant  Power  of 
Europe— Sweden,  Denmark,  or  any  other  petty  Power 
of  the^tlantic— and  what  were  they?  They  were  in  as 
bad  a  condition  as  our  fortifications.  Mr.  C.  then  refer- 
red to  the  acts  by  which  a  gradusi  increase  of  the  navy 
bad  been  authorised,  and  compared  the  proposal  items 
in  this  bill  with  those  of  former  yesrs,  to  show  that  they 
varied  in  some  psrticulsrs,  some  more  and  some  less. 
He  had  hoped,  when  he  withdrew  tlie  amendment  of 
$3,000,000,  that  the  bill  would  have  gone  speedily 
through  the  committee.  He  had  withdrawn  that  propo- 
sition for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  passage  of  the 
ordinary  appropnatlon  bill,  and  he  did  not  anticipate  the 
opposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bsu.] 
Mr.  C.  said  thar,  be  the  result  of  our  foreign  reUtions 
what  they  might,  he  should  vole  to  put  this  country  in 
an  attitude  for  war,  not  only  upon  the  ground  of  expe- 
diency, but  upon  the  ground  of  policy,  not  to  suffer  this 
nation  to  be  insulted  by  every  Power  on  earth.  He 
hoped  the  bill  would  pass  as  it  stood* 

Mr.  HARDIN  said  ne  could  not  but  admire  the  large- 
ness of  the  views  of  the  gentleman  fh)m  New  York  [Mr. 
CAMBBBLBve]  upou  thc  siibject  of  those  appropriations. 
A  bill,  amounting  altogether  to  the  sum  of  about  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  was  considered  so  small  a  mat- 
ter in  his  eyes  that  he  could  not  perceive  how  gentlemen 
could  object  to  it.  And  a  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  SuTBBaLAHD]  had  said  that  they  ought  to  take  all 
the  estimstes  and  recommendations  of  the  Departments 
as  correct,  until  the  contrary  was  sliown.  He  thought 
if  that  gentleman  would  look  around  he  would  see  that  it 
was  almost  impossible  for  members  on  that  floor  to  show 
that  those  estimates  were  not  correct,  even  if  that  should 
be  the  caset  and,  according  to  that  doctrine,  the  House 
would  have  to  give  all  that  the  Departments  asked.  He 
thought,  however,  he  saw  the  object  of  gentlemen  in 
recommending  large  sppropriations.  He  thought  they 
were  in  reality  nothing  but  a  trick  to  get  all  the  surplus 
revenue  expended  on  the  seaboard f  and  not  to  give  the 
western  country  a  cent  of  it. 

Mr.  PARKER  said  that  a  part  of  the  increase  of  ex- 
penditure was  on  account  of  the  increase  in  pay  of  offi- 
cers of  the  navy,  and  the  greater  number  of  men  requiml 
this  year  over  the  last;  and  he  hoped  the  committee 
was  ready  to  vote  on  the  subject,  and  that  the  original 
sppropriation  would  be  sustained. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  explained.  He  said  he  had  asked  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Naval  Affairs^  whether  he 
could  furnish  the  committee  with  a  statement  of  the 
amount  of  the  unexpended  balance  of  last  year,  as  he  could 
not  ascertain  from  the  documents  whether  it  had  been 
expended  or  not;  and  he  thought  the  House  was  getting 
i  nto  a  loose  way  of  making  appropriations.  With  regard 
to  the  navy,  he  was  in  favor  of  the  most  liberal  expendi- 
ture; but  he  did  not  wish  to  expend  money,  unless  it  was 
actually  necessary.  If  they  would  give  him  the  informa- 
tion, he  would  probably  ^  as  fsr  in  favor  of  appropri- 
ations for  the  cfcfence  of  the  country  as  any  other  uen- 
>man.  '  ^ 


On  motion  of  Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  the 
tee  then  rose,  reported  progreas,  and 
The  House  adjourned. 


WSBirBSBAT,   FBBBOI.BV  10. 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  committee  resumed  the  considefation  of  the  W 
making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  tbe  jes 
1836.  The  question  pending  was  the  prapowl  laeni 
ment  of  Mr.  Bbli.,  to  redoee  the  appropiislion  fortk 
improvement  and  necessary  repairs  of*  the  mvj  yvdK 
Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  from  #67,000  to  133,501 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  snid  that  when  ^mk 
the  motion  yesterday  that  the  eommittee  fwe,  it  vu  m 
with  a  view  to  enter  into  this  debate,  and  he  wosU  m( 
trouble  the  committee  with  but  a  very  few  gesen)  » 
marks.  On  looking  into  the  estimates  for  the  cams 
year,  for  the  navy,  it  will  be  perceived  thst  the  vbok 
increase  asked  for  by  the  navy  board,  constituted  for  ite 
express  purpose  of  supervising  tbie  important  ann  of  the 
public  service,  oombining  great  experience  and  fiikii^ 
<*  having  seen  some  service,'*  amounts  to  tbe  aia  i 
$632,151  75;  a  sum  cert^nly  very  moderate,  cowito- 
ing  the  state  of  the  country,  and  Ks  proud  fiMnfi^Jf 
dition.  This  increase,  we  are  informed,  is  occaiioiied  bf 
the  proposed  addition  to  the  force  to  be  eoipM' 
commission,  and  in  consequence  of  the  increased  pif  v 
the  officers,  under  the  law  of  the  last  session.  Ai  to  tk 
immediate  question  before  the  coasmittee,  theinpniTi. 
meet  and  repair  of  the  navy  yard  at  Portsmouth,  todlk 
other  navy  yards  of  the  United  States,  it  seeisstose, 
Mr.  Chairman,  that  its  importance  must  bespptRBtto 
the  committee,  and  to  tbe  country,  whether  we  coirt<» 
plate  the  contingencies  of  our  foreign  relations  or  nL 
For  this  purpose  the  increase  of  appropriation  iiked  w 
is  #387,010.  The  commis^nera  deem  this  neceff|r| 
to  meet  the  immediate  wants  of  the  public  wrvice.  Tk 
commissioners  remark  that,  *'  although  much  has  ben 
done  in  the  different  yards  since  the  sdoptioflof> 
proved  plans  under  the  law  of  3d  of  March,  1837,  ■»• 
still  remsins  to  be  done  to  provide  adequste  "Ktw  w 
the  preservation  of  the  materials  which  a  prsdest  «»• 
sight  has  directed  to  be  collected  for  ftitore  usr,  or  s 
prepare  the  necessary  conveniences  for  building,  repur- 
ing,  and  equipping  ships  with  proper  econooiy  tm  *' 
spatch."  Hiis  recommendation  is  clear andespficit. M- 
anating  from  a  source  entitled  to  great  respect,  and  W' 
I  presume,  will  not  be  suspected  of  «<  Eiecative  dictt' 
tion  to  Congress,**  to  use  the  favorite  bngusfre  of  wse 
gentlemen.  The  importance  of  these  great  nsfsl  depots 
for  the  construction  and  repair  cf  the  navy,  mo^  ^^ 
parent,  even  to  gentlemen  representing  the  gT«**J*^ 
for  they  are  equally  so,  in  truth,  to  every  part  w  '» 
wide  country.  Sir,  let  me  ask  those  gentlemen  to  rrBw 
upon  their  vast  interestst  their  immense  cooimercc  flw' 
ing  down  the  MissisMppi,  and  requiring  more  profccMJ 
in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  than  is  now  afforded  to iti*» 
that  too  from  the  navy.  That  portion  of  our  coast  ie<» 
to  me  to  require  more  adequate  provision  for  its<}''^* 
and  I  would  vote  without  scruple  an  appropristioAl<Dri 


supply  it  with  every  requisite  to  be  useful  and  t%f^ 
The  true  policy  of  tbe  country  lequires  that  these  ^ 
naval  depoU  should  be  welt  prepind  and  supplied  ««> 
all  the  material  of  naval  preparation.  Befieving  ths,  w 
myself,  sir,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  1  do  not  see  tbe  V^^^H 
agreeing  to  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Tenne»J 
[Mr.  Bbll,)  to  reduce  the  appropriation  for  the  impwt** 
ment  and  repair  of  the  navy  yard  at  Portsnouth. 
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Generally,  str^  (said  Mr.  M.,)  I  beliere  I  have  been 
:onsidered  at  radical  in  respect  to  appropriatioQS  of  the 
)ublic  money.  True,  sir,  I  have  always  endeavored,  as 
'ar  as  my  vote  would  go,  to  withhold  appropriations  of 
I  personal  chatacter,  made  for  individual  and  personal 
»bjects  Qf  aggrandizement  to  the  officers  of  the  Gov- 
irnment.     So,  too,  for  local  and  sectional  purposes. 

In  respect  to  public  objects — great  purposes  of  na- 
ional  defence— objects  confided  to  the  national  .Gov- 
Tnmenl  by  the  constitution,  I  have  endeavored  to  dis- 
inguish  in  my  action.  Believing  these  distinctions, 
0  exist,  and  that  they  are  apparent,  it  will  not  be  ne- 
essary  for  me  to  defend  myself  against  any  charges  of 
eeming  inconsistency  in  voting  for  this  appropriation, 
nd  such  others  of  the  same  character  as  may  appear  ne- 
essary  and  proper. 

These  estimates  (said  Mr.  M.)  are  made  upon  the  ba- 
is  of  peace,  with  a  prudent  foresight,  however,  to  any 
ontingencies  which  await  us.  It  is  not  necessary  now 
^  consider  or  debate  our  relations  with  other  nations, 
^bose  relations  are  in  a  delicate  condition  at  present, 
;ut  we  have  a  right  to  hope  they  will  not  be  more  se- 
iously  disturbed.  Whether  they  are  so  or  no%  the 
oeasure  now  under  consideration  seems  to  be  required 
ly  all  the  motives  of  prudence  and  patriotism. 

Mr.  EVERETT  inquired  of  the  Chair,  if  it  would  be 
n  order  to  move  to  strike  out  the  whole  clause. 

The  CHAIR  replied*  not  at  that  stage  of  the  bill.  The 
notion  would  be  in  order  after  the  amendment  had  been 
cted  on. 

Mr.  EVERETT  said  he  was  in  favor  of  putting  the 
lavy  yards  that  were  necessary  for  tlie  service  in  per- 
ect  condition.  He  thought,  however,  that  the  present 
lumber  was  more  than  waa  necessary.  We  had  now 
even,  viz:  at  Portsmoutii,  Charlestown,  New  York, 
Brooklyn,  3  Philadelphia,  Washin|^on,  Oosport,  and 
'ensacolas  that,  of  these,  three  might,  without  injury 
0  the  service,  be  discontinued,  viz:  at  Portsmouth, 
Miiladelphia,  and  Washingtoni  at  least,  that  we  ought 
lot  to  erect  any  new  works  at  these  places,  but  only 
eep  them  in  repair  for  the  present,  and  ultimately  dis* 
ontinue  them;  and  that  all  the  appropriations  for  addi- 
ional  improvements  should  be  thrown  on  the  four  navy 
ards  that  were  to  be  continued.  The  expense  of  main- 
lining the  yards,  independent  of  the  cost  of  the  per- 
nanent  works,  was  worth  saving.  To  each  yard  were 
ttached  commandants,  navy  agents,  clerks,  guards, 
ic.  &c.  If  gentlemen,  however,  would  not  be  willing 
0  go  with  him  in  discontinuing  the  three  navy  yards, 
le  thought  there  were  strong  reasons  for  discontinuing 
he  one  at  Porttmouth.  It  was  within  nzty  miles  of 
hat  at  Charlestown.  That  yard  was  sufficient  for  the 
oast  east  of  the  Capei  the  principal  materials  from  the 
iouth,  live  oak,  &c.,  roust  all  pass  that  depot  in  their 
ray  to  Portsmouth.  He  saw  no  reason  for  maintaining 
wo  yards  so  near  each  other,  and  which  were  not  re- 
[utred  for  the  use  of  the  naval  service.    The  appropria- 


was  to  be  expended,  of  the  character  of  the  works  re- 
.  quired,  as  well  as  of  their  necessity,  A  new  doctrine^ 
and  to  him  it  seemed  a  dangerous  one,  had  been  ad- 
vanced, to  which  he  could  not  assent — that  we  should 
receive  the  estimates  of  the  Departments  as  prima  fade 
evidence  of  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  the  works 
proposed.  This  was  a  degree  of  confidence  which,  aa 
a  representative  of  the  people,  he  was  unwilling  to 
repose  in  any  administration.  This  House  waa  the 
keeper  of  the  keys  of  the  Treasury,  and  responsible  to 
the  people  for  the  expenditure  of  its  treasure.  We 
could  not  surrender  the  keys  to  the  Executive  without 
betraying  our  trust.  The  people  were  entitled  to  call 
on  their  representatives  for  a  reason  for  every  expendi- 
ture. Would  the  people  be  satisfied  with  the  ansi^er 
that  it  was  asked  for  by  the  Executive?  Fur  one,  he 
was  desirous  in  all  cases  to  obtain  such  information  as 
would  enable  him  to  give  a  more  satisfactory  answer. 

If  the  estimates  are  to  be  taken  as  j^rtmayuece evidence 
of  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  public  works,  they  must 
to  nineteen  twentieths  of  the  House  be  conclusive. 
Those  few  representatives  who  remde  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
place  where  the  works  are  to  be  erected  only  can  judge 
from  actual  knowledge,  and  they,  too,  are  not  very  like- 
ly to  be  prejudiced  against  them.  They  will  not  at 
least  be  induced  to  search  for  objections.  Take  the 
present  case  as  an  illustration:  The  honorable  gentle- 
man, [Mr.  Ci7SBMAir,]  who  represents  the  section  of 
country  around  Portsmouth,  is  not  even  satisfied  with 
the  present  estimate,  and  has  given  notice  he  shall  move 
to  increase  it.  A  similar  notice  has  been  given  in  rels-^ 
tion  to  the  appropriation  for  Pensacola.  He  contended- 
that  such  information  should  accompany  the  estimate* 
as  would  satisfy  the  committees,  and  enable  them  to 
satisfy  the  House,  of  the  propriety  of  the  appropriations. 

Mr.  E.  further  contended  that  the  House  ought  to  be 
informed,  not  only  of  the  necessity  of  the  wonc  propo- 
sed, but  of  the  plan  on  which  the  money  was  to  be  ex- 
pended. They  had  a  right  to  know,  not  only  the  gene- 
ral ol)ject  proposed,  but  the  means  by  which  it  was  to 
be  effected  i  to  see  that  their  money  was  not  wasted  by  in- 
efllcient  or  extravagant  expenditures.  All  that  seemed 
now  required  of  the  representatives  was  to  vote  the 
money  for  general  objects,  and  let  the  Executive  ex- 
pend it  at  its  own  discretion,  in  his  opinion,  in  appro- 
priations for  all  new  works,  the  plan  of  expenditure 
should  be  exhibited  to  the  House,  and  not  only  exhibit- 
ed, but  should  be  sanctioned  and  prescribed  by  the  act 
of  appropriation.  I'his  was,  he  thought,  very  properly 
proposed  to  be  done  in  a  bill  now  pending,  for  the 
erection  of  buildings  for  the  State  and  Treasury  Depart- 
ment Sf  the  bill  prescribed  they  should  be  erected  ac- 
cording to  the  plan  which  is  now  exhibited  on  the  wall 
of  this  House.  He  could  refer  to  instances  of  an  op- 
posite character,  in  which  the  country  had  suffered,  and 
might  yet  suffer,  for  the  want  of  similar  provisions. 

An  appropriation  was  made  for  the  armament  of  the 


ion  now  asked  for  was  for  the  erection  of  new  works,     navy:  the  manner  was  left  to  the  Executive,  and  by  the 


rith  a  view  to  the  permanent  continuance  of  the  station. 
Tor  one,  all  he  was  willing  to  do  at  present  was,  to  pro- 
'ide  for  its  present  preservation;  whatever  should  be 
lecessary  for  this  purpose  he  would  vote  for.  What 
he  unexpended  balance  of  appropriation  was  for  Ports- 
nouth  he  was  not  informed.  On  the  Ut  January,  1834, 
t  was  over  $12,000,  and  ^9,925  was  then  appropriated  t 
ind  he  wished  to  know  whether  this  had  been  expend- 
ed. When  the  present  motion  was  decided,  he  should 
nove  to  strike  out  the  whole  appropriation,  with  a  view 
o  elicit  information  of  what  was  necessary  for  repairs, 
nd  to  have  the  appropriation  limited  to  that  purpose 
>nly. 

Wliea  called  upon  to  vote  for  appropriations,  he  was 
lesirouf  of  being  informed  for  what  object  the  money 


Executive  to  experiments  of  the  navy  commissioners. 
Under  their  experiments,  the  weight  of  the  guns,  in 
proportion  to  their  caliber,  was  reduced;  and  the  result 
is,  that  you  have  now  seven  hundred  and  fif^y  guns  in 
your  navy  more  dangerous  to  the  crews  than  to  an 
enemy. 

Another  case:  In  1833,  an  act  passed  appropriating 
^00,000,  on  estimates,  too,  for  building  a  bridge  over 
the  Potomac,  between  this  city  and  Alexandria.  The 
estimates  were  for  a  bridge  of  wood,  and  sufficient  for 
the  purpose;  yet  the  act  did  not,  though  the  estimates 
did,  say  that  the  bridge  should  be  msde  of  wood.  The 
act  merely  provided  for  a  bridge,  but  prescribed  no 
plan  on  which  it  was  to  be  built.  Under  this  #200,000 
act,  a  contract  was  made  with  a  Mr.  Dibble  to  erect  n 
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■tone  bridge,  for  which  he  wts  to  reeeire  one  million  three 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollariy  ($1,350,000.)  And 
even  thii,  hf  a  very  competent  judge,  waa  deemed  leti 
than  one  third  of  what  the  bridge  would  have  ultimate- 
ly coit.  Mr  Baldwin,  an  eminent  practical  engineer, 
estimated  that  it  would  cost  four  millions  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-one  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty  dol- 
lars. The  country  owes  the  defeat  of  this  magnificent 
expenditure  to  the  Tigilance  of  the  honorable  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  [Mr.  Mbbgib.] 
On  his  report  the  act  was  repealed  by  the  almost  unani- 
mous Tote  of  the  House,  and  a  wooden  bridge  ordered; 
and  which  haa  been  completed  for  something  less  than 
$130,000. 

He  would  instance  another  magnificent  project  now 
in  progress— the  New  York  custom-house.  The  House 
had  prescribed  no  plan  for  this  work,  nor  fixed  any  limit 
to  iU  coat.  They  had  voted  ahead  half  a  million,  and 
the  work  was  hardly  yet  visible  above  ground  {  what, 
with  its  columns  and  decorations,  it  would  cost,  he  could 
not  estimate  t  probably  some  millions  of  dollars.  A 
fourth  case:  Yft  had  now  before  us  a  bill  appropriating 
large  sums  for  what  miglit  be  called  floating  fortifications, 
yet  to  be  erected,  on  sites  yet  undesignated  and  unpur- 
chased. 

In  all  cases,  he  thought  the  House  should  not  only 
judge  of  the  general  utility  of  any  proposed  object  of 
expenditure,  but  should,  as  far  as  practicable,  limit  the 
discretion  of  the  Executive  in  the  expenditure. 

A  new  and  strong  motive  for  economy  is  now  present- 
ed—a motive  which  would  have  its  influence  on  him  in 
regard  to  every  expenditure.  He  looked  fnrwaM  to 
the  passage  of  a  bill  now  in  progress  for  the  distribution 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  land%  in  effect,  of  the  sur- 
plus revenue,  among  the  States.  He  trusted  the  bill 
would  pass  the  present  session.  The  principle  was  one  of 
those  on  which  the  present  Executive  came  into  powers 
it  had  been  favorably  noticed  in  the  message  of  1839|  it 
had  been  recommended  by  the  Legislatures  of  many  of 
the  States.  He  would  now  giiai^  the  Treasury  with 
the  same  vigilance  as  though  it  were  already  a  law,  with 
the  same  vigilance  as  though  the  surplus  revenue  had 
already  been  actually  divided  among  the  States,  and  the 
questions  now  were  on  calling  it  back  and  reappropria- 
tmg  it  to  objects  of  national  concern. 

Some  gentlemen  had  advocated  the  appropriation  as 
more  necessary  in  view  of  our  present  relations  with 
France,  and  had  taken  the  occasion  to  avow  their  course 
on  war  appropriations.  He  considered  this  as  a  bill 
founded  on  peace  estimates.  Other  bills  reported  looked 
to  other'  prospects.  He  would  not  regard  this  bill  as 
having  any  relation  to  war.  And  he  wished  to  be  dis- 
tinctly understood  that  he  would  not  be  induced  to  aban- 
don the  principle  of  economy  to  which  he  had  referred 
from  any  imaginary  danger  of  war^  that  he  would  vote 
for  no  war  appropriation,  unless  he  believed  there  was 
danger  of  war{  that  then  he  would  go  as  far  as  the 
farthest,  but  that  at  present  he  had  no  such  apprehen- 
sion)  that  he  could  not,  from  any  mere  imaginary  dan- 
ger, be  induced  to  depart  from  the  principle  of  economy, 
and  permit  irrevocable  appropriations  to  be  made,  to  the 
peculiar  advantage  of  anv  section  of  the  country.  He 
thought  it  not  improbable  that  some  who  agreed  with 
him  on  the  leading  principle  might  diflTer  from  him  in  its 
application.  The  appropriations  for  the  navy  and  for 
fortifications  would  be  expended  on  the  seaboard.  The 
money  of  the  Government,  like  the  water  of  its  streams, 
runs  to  the  ocean.  He  trusted  that  those  who  represent- 
ed the  hill  country  would  not  be  uncharitably  judged  by 
their  brethren,  if  they  should  not  be  satisfied  so  easily 
as  themselves  of  the  necessity  of  every  appropriation. 
Should  the  current  be  reversed— should  the  money  ever 
run  up  stream,  and  beyond  the  proper  constitutional 


limits  of  internal  improvement—- they  would  expect  i 
similar  jealousy  on  the  part  of  the  seabotrd.  Indcd, 
they  think  they  have  seen  something  of  the  kindil* 
ready. 

Two  years  since  it  pleased  the  Committee  of  Wnt 
and  Means  to  drop  from  the  harbor  bill  tlie  approfffs- 
tion  of  the  ^0,000  for  surveys — this  only  remnant  of  the 
sjratem  of  internal  improvement  left  to  its  friesdi  A 
motion  was  made  to  insert  it,  bat  failed,  and  Uled,  too,b; 
the  opposition  of  the  tide-water  vo*es.  Whit  vis  ihe 
consequence^  The  hill  country  saw  that,  while  ther 
were  voting  millions  for  others,  not  a  cent  could  be  ex- 
pended above  tide  water.  They  united,  and  hid  ibe 
harbor  bill  on  the  table  by  a  majority  over  twenty;  ud 
there  it  would  have  laid  till  thU  time,  had  not  the  $30,000 
been  inserted.  He  would  excite  no  sectional  jeihw?, 
but  would  insist  that  equal  juAice  should  be  done  to  18 
parts  of  the  country  t  and  it  would  be  the  fault  of  \\m 
who  united  on  that  occasion  if  it  was  not  done.  He  tu 
not  willing  there  should  be  one  constitution  for  the  lei- 
board  and  another  for  the  country. 

He  was  willing  to  vote  for  every  necessary  approprb- 
tion  for  furtificstions,  for  the  navy,  and  for  ntfj  y*^ 
He  would  put  the  four  principal  navy  yards  in  the  best 
condition,  but  he  could  not  vote  for  unneceoary  object^ 
useless  objects  of  expenditure.  Such  he  conceived  tiat 
of  the  navy  yard  at  Portsnaouth.  Though  he  did  v^ 
propose  now  to  abandon  it,  he  would  not  conieot  lo 
enlarge  it.  Ultimately,  he  trusted,  it  would  be  diicoii- 
tinned. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  was  in  fiivor  of  the  whole  bill  i>  it 
stood,  and  contended  at  length  for  the  necessity  of  krrr- 
ing  the  navy  yards  in  a  state  of  complete  repair;  fori  ^<<l> 
in  time  of  war  and  in  time  of  peace,  they  were  indispen- 
sable. It  was  an  error  to  sav  that  no  statements  hi^ 
been  furnished  to  the  House;  for  a  report  hid  been  sent 
in  embracing  the  very  subject  under  conaidention,  boih 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  general  terms  »A 
from  the  commissioners  of  the  navy,  in  detail.  Better 
authority,  better  evidence,  could  not  be  sddnccd 
Would  any  gentleman  in  the  House,  or  the  {enHenn 
from  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  in  particular,  [Utssn. 
BsLL  and  Harhix,]  presume  to  say  they  understood  ibe 
aubject  better  than  the  head  of  the  Navy  Depirtment, 
or  the  commisaioners  of  the  navy  ?  Mr.  L.  then  referred 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  the  •U^^ 
ments  and  recommendations  of  the  board  of  coinmis- 
sioners,  a  body  of  gentlemen  selected  as  being  the  bat 
qualified  in  the  country,  and  conversant  with  the  m 
ject  from  their  youth.  The  works  were  proved  ii»d* 
pensable,  and  the  onus  was  upon  the  mover  of  the  ifsew* 
ment  to  prove  that  one  half  the  aum  proposed  in  thebiH 
would  be  sufficient  for  the  completion.  Mr.  L  ^"^ 
not  believe  there  would  be  war;  and  he  was  mistiken  >• 
he  did  not  aee  the  lowering  cloud  dispelled  by  the  Pr«*' 
ident's  recent  message.  He  did  not  believe  wv^ 
contempUted  or  anticipated,  and  the  very  appropm- 
tions  now  asked  for  justified  that  conclusion.  He  ^ 
lieved,if  war  had  been  apprehended,  more  direct,  specific 
measures  would  long  ere  this  have  been  recomiaendeo. 
This  he  believed,  too,  in  view  of  the  admonition  of  tM 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mesns  [Mr- 
Caxbhiliho]  yesterday,  that  he  would  put  thii  countrj 
into  a  state  of  defence.  If  war  ahould  come,  Ur.  ^ 
would  stand  by  his  country  to  the  last,  but  he  hid  no 
anticipations  of  any  thing  but  peace  at  present.  He 
hoped  the  bill  would  pass  without  reduction. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  there  were  two  features  in  the  ^^ 
marks  of  the  honorable  member  from  Vermont  [Mr- 
Kvxrxtt]  which  excited  his  special  admiration.  1  ^ 
lude  now,  sir,  to  his  profound  love  of  economy  •»  ••* 
expenditure  of  the  public  money,  and  to  his  frinkn<« 
in  avowing  the  ultimate  purpose  which  he  has  in  ^ 
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in  opposing  the  particular  appropriation  now  before  the 
committee,  for  the  navy  yard  at  Portamoutb. 

But,  mr,  it  hai  often  fallen  under  the  observation  of 
moat  men,  that  thoie  who  let  up  for  great  economists  in 
the  abstract  are  not  always  the  most  economical  in  fact, 
when  they  come  to  the  application  or  practice  of  what 
they  call  economy.  And  I  belteve  (said  Mr.  S.)  that 
this  remark  will  be  found  particularly  true  in  relation 
to  that  class  of  expenditures  of  the  public  money  to 
which  the  honorable  member  from  Vermont  has  ever 
been  foremost  in  giving  his  most  liberal  support.  But 
of  this  by  and  by. 

The  gentleman  from  Vermont  avows  his  object  in  op- 
posing this  item  in  (he  bill  for  the  Portsmouth  navy  yard 
to  be,  not  aimply  to  defeat  thia  appropriation,  but  to 
discontinue  and  abolish  the  yard  at  Portsmouth  entirely. 
And  what,  sir,  are  his  reasons  for  opposing  the  appro- 
priation itself  f    Why,  the  first  reason  with  which  he 
sets  out  cannot  but  illustrate  to  every  member  of  this 
committee,  roost  satisfactorily,  that  the  gentleman  has 
taken  but  a  one-sided  view  of  the  subject— that  he  looks 
but  one  way  in  relation  to  it.     He  says  there  is  no  ne- 
cessity for  building  up  and  keeping  in  repair  the  yard 
at   Portsmouth,   because  within  sixty  miles  westwsrd- 
.  ly,  that  is,  at  Charlestown,   Massachusetts,   the   Gov- 
-  ernment    hss   an    extensive   navy   yard    and    depot. 
Why,  sir,   if  the  gentlerosn'had    but  looked  in    the 
other  direction,  he   would  have  at  once  seen  a  dis- 
tance of  three  hundred  miles  of  seacoast,  upon  the  east 
of  Portsmouth,  where  not  a  single  dollsr  of  naval  prep- 
aration has  been  made  by  Government  for  the  defence 
,   of  the  country  against  any  enemy.     If  it  be  an  argu- 
\   menl  against  the  continued  existence  of  the  navy  yard 
,  at  Portsmouth,  that  another  yard  is  supported  within 
sixty  miles  on  the  west  of  it,  is  it  not  a  much  stronger 
argument  in  favor  of  its  continuance  at  Portmouth,  tbat 
no  other  navy  yard  or  depot  has  been  provided  by  Gov- 
ernment for  the  wide  distance  of  three  hundred  miles 
on  the  east  of  \i}    If  it  be  true,  sir,  that  the  absence  of 
all  naval  preparation  by  the  Government  through  the 
whole  extent  east  of  Portsmouth  is  the  result  of  neces- 
sity, and  from  the  want  of  suitable  waters  for  the  pur- 
,    pose  on  that  seacoast,  or  that  it  is  the  result  of  other 
,    sufficient  csuses,  it  is  equally  obvious  that  the  neareat 
point  that  you  can  approach  to  that  unprotected  coast 
is  the  most  suitable  point  for  such  a  provision  of  Gov- 
ernment as  is  in  question.     With  this  understanding  of 
localities,  no  gentleman,  as  it  seems  to  me,  should  think 
or  discontinuing  the  navy  yard  at  Portsmouth  under  any 
circumstances. 

But  the  gentlemsn  from  Vermont  urges  other  reasons 
in  opposition  to  this  appropriation,  and  perhaps  they 
are  equally  cogent  with  that  to  which  I  have  just  ad- 
verted. He  aays  the  appropriation  ought  not  to  be 
iDade,  because  the  Government  has  appropriated,  or  is 
about  appropriating,  some  million  or  more  of  dollars  to 
erect  a  custom-house  in  the  city  of  New  York;  and  be- 
cause, forsooth,  the  Government  appropriated  some 
considerable  smount — I  know  not  how  much,  but  proba- 
bly an  extravagant  sum— to  construct  a  bridge  across 
the  Potomac  river.  Sir,  there  is  no  doubt  a  very  stri- 
king connexion  between  these  subjects  and  the  navy 
yard  at  Portamoutb,  in  the  mind  of  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont,  although  I  confess  I  am  totally  unable  to  per- 
ceive it. 

[Mr.  Etxbbtt  asked  leave  to  explain.  He  said  the 
gentleman  from  Maine  had  misunderstood  his  remarks. 
That  he  alluded  to  the  expenditurea  relative  to  the  cus- 
tom-house at  New  York,  and  the  Potomac  bridge,  aa 
cases  in  which  the  acts  of  appropriation  prescribed  no 
plan  of  the  works  to  be  constructed.  The  same  objec- 
tion, ssid  he,  applies  to  the  appropriation  now  proposed 
tt  Portsmouth.    We  want  evidence  of  its  necessity.] 
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Mr.  Smith  proceeded.  I  sm  happy  to  take  the  ex- 
planations of  the  gentleman.  But  how  is  his  argument 
relieved  by  Mf  Have  we  not  evidence  before  us  of  the 
necessity  and  propriety  of  this  appropriation '  The  hon- 
orable member  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Lthcolk]  has 
already  adverted  to  tlie  recommendation  of  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Navy  upon  the  subject;  and  also  to  that  of  the 
board  of  navy  commissioners.  •  Yet  another  document 
from  the  board  of  navy  commissioners  pronounces,  in 
so  many  words,  this  class  of  works,  st  the  navy  yards 
mentioned  in  the  document,  including  the  one  at  Ports- 
mouth, as  among  the  "  most  important"  of  the  Govern- 
ment's workfl.  Besides  these  recommendations  from 
the  board  of  navy  commissioners,  backed  by  the  rec- 
ommendation of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  you  have 
also  the  report  of  a  committee  of  this  House,  reiterating 
the  same  recommendation.  And  yet  the  gentleman 
says,  we  have  no  information,  we  have  not  sufficient  in- 
formation to  show  the  propriety  of  this  appropriation! 
Why,  sir,  what  other  information  would  the  gentle- 
man have  than  this  accumulation  of  it  in  the  printed 
documents  upon  this  table,  and  from  the  appropriate 
sources?  He  says  it  is  impossible  for  all  the  members 
of  the  House  to  understand  the  necessity  of  the  work. 
But,  sir,  it  is  not  impossible,  if  he  will  but  mske  the 
effort.  If  he  be  not  negligent  of  the  opportunity  given 
him  to  understand  it,  or  blinded  by  prejudice  against 
every  recomniendstion  thst  emanates  from  the  heads  of 
Departments,  he  can  fully  understand  the  propriety  of 
every  recommendation  made.  If  he  suspects  their  pro- 
priety or  expediency,  and  the  recommendations  of  the 
appropriate  officers,  be  can,  at  very  little  trouble,  possess 
himself  of  their  whole  merits;  and  unless  he  chooses  to  do 
this  with  all  due  respect  to  the  gentleman  from  Vermont 
be  it  said,  he  cannot,  with  propriety,  complain,  or  object, 
that  he  has  not  sufficient  authority  for  the  appropriation. 

I  maintain,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  we  have  all  the  neces- 
sary information  to  not  only  justify,  but  to  require,  this 
appropriation.  We  have  all  that  is  usual,  and  all  that 
ought  to  be  desired,  unless  we  are  also  actuated  by  the 
ulterior  purpose  avowed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont, of  destroying  and  abolishing  entirely  the  nsvy  yard 
at  Portsmouth's  purpose  which  I  apprehend  very  few 
members  of  this  committee  are  disposed  to  entertain. 
Look  at  the  question  in  point  of  economy,  and  how  will 
the  case  stand/  Is  it  not  good  economy  to  construct 
sheds  snd  docks  st  our  navy  yards,  to  preserve  the  prop- 
erty of  the  Government  that  necessarily  accumulates 
there?  The  gentleman  from  Vermont  is  himself,  I  be- 
lieve, an  agriculturist,  or  if  not,  the  region  he  repre- 
sents upon  this  floor  is  made  up  of  agriculturists.  I 
would  a.sk  him,  what  would  be,  what  must  be,  his  opin- 
ion of  the  individual  who  is  in  the  management  of  an 
extensive  farm,  requiring  an  extensive  body  of  imple- 
ments and  materials,  and  who  totally  neglects  to  make 
preparation  of  suitable  sheds  and  buildings  for  the  pro- 
tection and  preservation  of  them  from  the  elements  that 
destroy  them— from  rain,  snow,  dampness,  and  decay  ? 
Would  you,  sir,  would  that  gentleman,  pronounce  such  a 
man  a  good  huabandman,  a  prudent  agriculuirist }  Would 
he  say  such  a  man  was  practising  upon  principles  of  econ- 
omy? It  cannot  be.  Well,  sir,  apply  the  same  reason- 
ing to  your  Government.  It  necessarily  engsgesan  ex- 
tensive navy;  it  must  maintain  naval  depots  at  different 
points.  Vast  smounts  of  property,  in  a  wrought  and  in 
an  unwrought  condition,  are  necesssrily  accumulated 
there.  And  is  it  not  economy  in  the  Government  to 
construct,  at  such  points,  the  sheds  and  docks  by  which 
alone  we  can  hope  to  presen'c  the  property  thus  accu- 
mulated from  the  action  of  the  elements  that  destroy  it, 
that  it  may  be  ready  for  the  service  of  tlie  Government 
on  any  emergency?  It  would  be  neglect  and  waste  not 
to  make  such  preparation. 
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The  question  that  alone  remains  is,  are  the  appropria- 
tions proposed— tl8,000  for  timber  sheds,  #35,000  for 
mast  and  boat  house,  $20,000  Tor  a  timber  dock,  and 
$4,000  for  repairs— proportioned  to  the  character  of  the 
works  needed.^  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Lixcolh]  has  well  said  that,  before  objection  be 
made  to  these  propositions,  regard  ought  to  be  had  to 
the  nature  of  the  works  designed.  They  are  proposed 
to  be  permanent  and  durable  worlds,  and  not  to  be  con- 
structed of  materials  and  after  the  fashion  of  many  of  that 
class  of  works  fur  which  the  honorable  member  from 
Vermont  hss  invariably  voted  roost  liberally  to  support — 
works  of  internal  improvement,  in  harbors  and  rivers, 
of  which  the  fir^t  parts  constructed  have  actually,  in  nu- 
merous instances,  fallen  into  decay  and  ruin  before  the 
other  parts  were  completed.  It  is  not  such  a  kind  of 
economy  as  the  gentleman's  favorite  works  have  been 
conducted  upon  that  is  designed  to  be  applied  in  the 
construction  of  the  navy  buildings  at  Portsmouth.  The 
works  are  to  be  permsment  and  dursble — of  lasting  ma- 
teriaisi  and  if  they  should  cost  more  in  the  outset,  they 
are  designed  to  be  cheapest  in  the  result. 

But,  sir,  we  hear  the  cry  of  war  sounded  upon  this 
Bubjecr,  and  with  what  view  I  can  scarcely  conceive. 
IVar,  and  war  measures,  and  war  appropriations,  appear 
to  have,  in  the  estimation  of  some  gentlemen,  an  intimate 
connexion  with  almost  every  proposition  that  comes  be- 
fore the  House  at  the  present  session.     No  proposition, 
however  trivial,  no  appropriation,  however  small,  cornea 
up,  which  does  not  seem  to  partake  of  war  in  some  way. 
This  panic  appears  to  be  very  much  of  the  character 
with  that  which  pervaded  the  Britisl)  nation  subsequent 
to  the  French  Revolution.    Nothing  could  occur  there, 
nothing  could  be  proposed,  at  all  out  of  the  common 
course,  either  in  public  or  private  circles,  though  it  were 
that  a  tetter  was  discovered  to  have  two  seals  instead  of 
one,  which  did  not  excite  alarm  at  once,  as  partaking  in 
some  way  of  French  influence,  or  having  some  connexion 
with  the  French  Revolution!     Sir,  I  see  no  war  measure 
in  the  proposed  appropriations  for  the  navy  yard  at  Ports- 
mouth.    It  is  a  work  of  economy,  of  expediency,  and  of 
necessity.     The  idea  of  rejecting  it,  with  a  view  of  dis- 
continuing the  navy  yard  at  that  pUce,  cannot,  1  trust, 
influence  any  considerable  portion  of  this  committee.    It 
would  be,  in  my  estimation,  the  extreme  of  folly  in  the 
Government  to  fore^  the  privileges  which  that  yard 
combines,  the  fscilities  which  that  harbor  furnialies  for 
ship-building.     In  no  place  of  the  Union  is  ship-building 
carried  on  with  higher  reputation  than  at  Portsmouth. 
The  best,  or  among  the  best,  vessels  that  float  upon  the 
ocean  were  constructed  at  Portsmouth;    and  the  facil- 
ities of  the  Government  for  the  purposes  of  a  navy  yard 
of  certain  magnitude  at  Purtsmouih  are  unsurpassed  at 
any  other  point  of  our  seacoast,  from  one  end  to  the 
other  of  the  Union.     And  1  trust  that  the  item  of  the 
bill  now  before  the  committee  will  not  be  stricken  out, 
with  a  view  to  delay  the  construction  of  the  necessary 
buildings,  and  much  less  with  a  view  to  discontinue  the 
navy  yard  at  Portsmouth.    It  would  not  only  be  bad 
economy  to  do  so,  but  a  direct  and  serious  injury  to  the 
public  lenrice. 

Mr.  JENIFER  thought  the  estimates  of  the  proper 
Department,  sustained  as  they  were  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  were  sufficient,  in  the  absence  of 
any  evidence  against  their  propriety,  to  justify  him  to 
vote  for  all  these  appropriations.  He  was  entirely  op- 
posed to  the  proposed  reduction,  whether  with  reference 
to  war  or  peace;  thouj^h  Mr.  J.  did  not  consider  war  to 
be  at  all  improbable;  for  the  acceptance  of  the  mediation 
of  England  was  so  conditional  that  no  one  could  say  what 
would  be  the  result,  though  he,  from  his  heart,  hoped 
such  a  crina  would  be  averted. 

Mr.  WISE  wished  to  make  known  a  fact  of  which 


the  HoQse  was  umnformed.    A  oomiMinicatiOTi  iMd  bcca 

made  from  the  Navy  Department  to  Uie 

Naval  Affairs,  some  days  or  a  week  ago* 

a  large  appropriatioo  in  reference  to  oar  present 

relations*    That  committee  bad  ordered  thss  cs^ ^_ 

cation  to  be  reported  to  the  Hooief  and  it  would  be 
done,  doubtless,  aa  soon  as  the  cbairnaao  had  as  a>M>Br- 
tu nity .  That  communication  expreaaly  stated*  UsaH  wbes 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  made  his  recommendatMa,  st 
the  commencement  of  the  session,  for  an  increase  o( 
two  frigates  and  three  sloops  of  war,  he  made  it  aolds 
with  a  view  to  a  peace  establiahment.  He  now  reco» 
mended  an  increase  of  appropriatioaa  to  the  enormss 
sum  of  $6,337,000. 

Mr.  W.  supported  the  motion  of  Mr.  Baai,  and  drew 
a  contrast  between  the  aums  expended  on  the  east  sad 
those  on  the  south  coast,  and  condemned  the  wbok 
policy  of  the  Governmeat  in  coRStructinf^  navy  yank 
near  the  large  citica.  There  was  not  a  ain^le  nary  ysri 
in  the  country  but  what  waa  defenceleas.  He  was  op- 
posed to  the  item  under  consideration,  and  said  iktf» 
I  while  so  large  a  sum  was  proposed  for  PortsmcMiib  naij 
yard,  which  was  not  necessary,  Charleaton,  South  Qmto' 
lina,  would  require  at  least  $350,000,  and  Peasscdi 
$500,000,  to  put  them  in  a  fit  condiUon.  l^ith  rvgsfri 
to  war,  it  was  not  a  war  with  France,  with  I^oois  Phi- 
lippe, but  it  was  a  war  on  our  own  public  Treasary. 

Mr.  CUSHMAN  said  the  navy  yard  at  Portasnoath  vi» 
not  only  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  country,  but  one  oftlM 
most  important  for  its  locality.  It  was  appraadiable  s: 
all  seasons  of  the  year,  which  was  not  the  case  of  any  eae 
yard  north  of  the  Potomac.  Even  from  lour  to  six 
weeks,  in  the  winter,  Boston  harbor  was  frosen  mp, 
while  there  waa  not  a  day  in  the  whole  year  that  skips 
could  not  enter  Portsmouth . 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  be  had  made  applacalioo  it 
the  proper  Department  to  ascertain  whether  the  sp|m>- 
priations  for  the  yard  at  Portsmouth  were  necessary,  aad 
had  ascertained  thst  the  estimate  submitted  by  the  aaval 
officer  of  that  station  was  one  hundred  and  eieven  thoa- 
sand  dollars,  which  the  navy  commissioners  had  rednced 
to  sixty-seven  thousand  dolkrs. 

Mr.  JAKYIS  said  that  the  navy  yard  at  Portsmootb 
had  been  long  in  existence,  and  was  a  very  isaportaat 
one.  In  consequence  of  its  situation,  it  was  to  be  ap- 
proached at  all  seasons  of  the  year.  Efforts  had  betetih 
fore  been  made  to  abolish  that  station,  which  proved  op> 
successful  for  that  Tery  reason.  One  argument  made  use 
of  against  these  appropriationa  was  that  gentlemen  could 
not  depend  on  the  ealimates  submitted  by  the  Depart- 
ments. He  thought  those  estimates  were  to  be  relied 
on,  because  they  came  through  the  hands  of  pewoBs  of 
long  experience.  In  the  first  place,  the  estioiatca  were 
submitted  by  the  commanders  of  those  stations,  u  ho  are 
always  old  and  experienced  officers,  to  the  navy  cam- 
roissioners.  Then  it  was  the  duty  of  the  oomnusaionen 
to  visit  those  stationa  yearly,  to  ascertain  whether  those 
estimates  were  correcti  and,  if  so,  to  concur  in  then. 
They  were  then  laid  before  the  SecreUry  of  the  Navy, 
and  had  to  pass  his  inspection,  and  from  him  they  came 
to  the  House.  Another  objection  to  the  appropnatioii 
was,  that  there  was  an  unexpended  balance  in  the  Treas- 
ury. Mr.  J.  aaid  there  must  necessarily  be  a  l>alance 
in  the  Treaaury  on  the  1st  of  December;  otherwise 
there  would  have  to  be  a  suspension  of  operations  in  the 
navy  yards  between  that  time  and  tlve  time  that  car 
appropriations  would  be  available. 

Mr.  BELL  had,  in  the  first  instance,  riaen  to  pro- 
pound an  inquiry*  whether  this  appropriation  waa  ac- 
cessary or  not,  without  going  into  the  general  question; 
for  on  that  he '  would  take  the  very  authorities  sd- 
duced  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  which  went  to 
demonstrate  that  the  navy  yard  at  Portsmouth  ouight  ts 
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be  abolbhed  altofpethcr.  He  had  not  ^ot  a  specific  an- 
iver  to  bis  inquiry.  But  with  regard  to  the  general 
^uettion,  the  propriety  of  having  seven  navy  yards,  it 
yas  generally  admitted,  by  competent  officers,  that  a 
iin^le  station  was  better.  England,  with  her  thousand 
thips  of  war,  had  but  two  naval  stations,  by  which  means 
the  was  enabled  to  concentrate  the  best  talent,  and  to 
:arry  on  her  works  with  more  vigor.  He  had  made  the 
notion  he  had  to  teat  the  sense  of  the  House,  and  see 
irhether  or  not,  with  a  view  to  a  probable  contingen- 
|y,  they  were  inclined  to  dispense  with  what  he  be- 
ieved  to  be  unnecessary  buildings.  He  could  not  him- 
iclf  conceive  them  to  be  necessary.  He  could  not  see 
lie  necesmty  of  erecting  a  timber  shed  to  preserve  the 
iccumutated  timber  in  the  yard.  But  it  was  not  so 
Duch  into  this  inquiry  be  wished  to  go,  as  whether  or 
lot  some  part  of  these  large  appropriations  might  not 
le  wisely  and  prudently  dispensed  with  during  the 
present  year.  He  intended  to  apply  the  same  principle 
0  trery  part  of  this  bill,  to  an  amount  of  three  or  four 
lundred  thousand.  Mr.  B.  referred  to  the  unexpended 
lalances,  and  said  it  appeared  that  the  estimates  of  the 
*favy  Department  had  been  made  without  reference  to 
hose  unexpended  balances  made  for  the  aame  objects 
ast  year. 

Mr.  CAIIBRBLBNG  would. inform  the  gentleman 
rom  Tennessee  that,  on  the  Ist  of  December,  the  whole 
>f  the  unexpended  balance  remaining  on  hand  was 
1135,000,  the  whole  of  which  would  probably  be  ex- 
pended before  this  bill  passed  both  Houses.'  The  ar- 
gument of  the  gentleman,  that  only  two  navy  yards  ex- 
ited in  England,  would,  if  carried  out,  create  at  least 
hirty  on  our  three  thousand  milea  of  coast «  Plymouth 
ind  Portsmouth,  in  England,  being  only  one  hundred 
tnd  fifty  miles  apart.  Mr.  C.  agreed  with  the  gentle- 
nan  from  Virginia,  that  the  southern  coast  had  been  neg- 
ected,  and  he  would  cheerfully  go  with  the  gentleman 
rom  Florida  to  increase  the  appropriation  for  Pensa- 
;ola. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  then  moved  that  the 
iommtltee  rise;  agreed  to:  Ayes  83,  noes  48. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose,  reported  progress, 
>nd  asked  leave  to  sit  again;  and,  on  motion, 

The  House  adjourned. 


TauasDAT,  FasauAar  11. 
PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  following  resolution,  heretofore  submitted  by  Mr. 
hinow,  was,  by  consent,  taken  up: 

*'Aeso/o«d;Thatthe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  direct- 
d  to  communicate  to  this  House  any  information  in  his 
lossession  of  frauds  or  fraudulent  practices,  under  the 
xisttng  pre-emption  laws;  and  that  he  also  inform  the 
louse  what  has  been  the  effect  of  the  pre-emption  laws 
tow  in  force,  or  heretofore  passed,  upon  the  sales  of 
he  public  lands,  and  upon  that  branch  of  the  public 
cvenue." 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louisiana,  offered  the  following 
tmendment,  which  was  accepted  as  a  modification  by 
4r.  Vistoh: 

Also,  the  quantity  of  land  entered  or  purchased  in  the 
itate  of  Louisiana,  under  the  pre-emption  law  approv- 
ed the  19th  June,  1834,  designating  the  quantity  entered 
>r  purchased  in  each  land  district,  and  the  quantity  en- 
ered  as  floats  in  each  district,  under  the  several  sections 
)f  the  pre-emption  law  approved  May  39,  1830,  revised 
>y  the  pre-emption  law  of  June  19,  1834;  together  with 
'Opies  of  all  documents  and  papers  on  file  in  the 
department  relating  to  the  official  conduct  of  the  late 
pgister  of  the  land  office  and  receiver  of  public  moneys 
It  Opeiousas,  in  the  aforesaid  State,  or  either  of  them; 


also,  copies  of  all  letters  written  by  the  late  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Ofiice,  and  Gideon  Fits, 
Esq.,  formerly  register  of  the  land  office  at  Mount  Salus 
or  Clinton,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  upon  the  subject 
of  allowing  pre-emption  on  floats,  under  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  pre-emption  law  approved  May  39,  1830; 
together  with  copies  of  all  the  instructions  that  have 
been  given  to  the  registers  of  land  offices  and  receivers 
of  public  moneys,  for  their  government  in  executfng 
the  preemption  laws  of  May,  39, 1830,  and  the  19th 
June,  1834. 

Mr.  VINTON  further  modified  his  resolution  by  adding 
the  following: 

AUo,  that  he  communicate  to  the  House  any  informa- 
tion in  his  possession  respecting  combinations  of  per- 
sons, by  force  or  otherwise,  to  prevent  or  obstruct  the 
sales  of  the  public  land,  either  at  public  sale  or  private 
entry. 

Mr.  BOON  moved  to  strike  out  so  much  of  the  reso- 
lution as  called  for  the  "  opinion"  of  the  head  of  the 
Department.  Mr.  B.  was  willing  to  vote  for  any  re- 
quiaition  for  information,  but  was  decidedly  opposed  to 
asking  the  opinion  of  that  officer. 

Mr.  VINTON  had  no  objection  to  modify  that  clause 
so  as  to  inquire  of  the  Department  what  had  been  the 
**  effect"  of  the  pre-emption  laws. 

Mr.  BOON  assented;  and  after  a  few  remarks  from  Mr. 
HOWARD,  the  resolution,  as  modified,  was  agreed  to. 

FRENCH  AFFAIRS. 

The  following  resolution,  heretofore  offered  by  Mr. 
Masov,  of  Virgmia,  was  taken  up: 

"Jiesolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  b^ 
requested  to  communicate  to  this  House  a  statement 
showing  the  amount  of  duties  received  into  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States  on  wines  and  silks,  uf  the  produc- 
tion of  France,  since  the  passage  of  the  act  entitled 
*  An  act  to  carry  into  effect  the  convention  between  the 
United  States  and  His  Majesty  the  Ring  of  the  French,' 
concluded  at  Paris  on  the  4th  of  July,  1831,  approved 
13th  July,  1833;  and  the  amount  of  duties  which  would 
have  been  chargeable  on  the  same  importations  under  the 
revenue  laws  as  they  existed  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of 
that  act,  with  the  amount  of  importations  of  those  articles 
in  each  year,  for  five  years  past;  that  he  be  also  re- 
cjuested  to  communicate  to  this  House  a  statement  show- 
ing, in  analytical  form,  the  awards  made  by  the  commis- 
sioners who  acted  under  the  act  aforesaid,  in  execu* 
tion  of  the  said  convention,  their  amount,  the  several 
classes  or  categories  in  which  they  are  arranged,  an4 
the  amount  of  the  awards  belonging  to  each  class,  and 
the  persons  and  companies,  and  the  sums  awarded  to 
each." 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  as  an  amendment  the  following 
resolution,  heretofore  offered  by  him: 

Reaolvedt  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
also  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House,  if  not  incom- 
patible with  the  public  interest,  a  copy  and  translation  of 
the  act  of  the  Legislative  Chambers  of  France,  making 
appropriations  for  carrying  into  eflTect  the  indemnity  stip- 
ulated for  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  by 
the  treaty  of  4th  of  July,  1831 ;  and,  also,  copies  of  all  the 
communications  from  the  French  Government,  and 
their  representatives  in  the  United  States,  in  relation  to 
the  execution  of  that  treaty,  in  the  French  language. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved,  as  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment, the  following;  which  was  agreed  to: 

And,  also,  to  communicate,  if  it  be,  in  bis  opinion, 
compatible  with  the  public  intereat,  so  much  of  the 
several  letters  of  Mr.  Livingston,  addressed  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  of  October  4»  1833,  of  November  33, 
1834,  of  December  6, 1834,  and  of  December  33,  1834, 
as  have  not  been  heretofore  communicated  to  Congress; 
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and,  mho,  the  encloture  referred  to  in  the  letter  of  October 
4, 1833t  and,  also,  so  much  of  the  instructions  to  Mr.  I/tv- 
ing;ston,  on  bis  appointment  as  minister  to  Prance,  as  re- 
lates to  the  execution  of  the  treaty  of  July  4,  1831. 

The  amendment  as  amended  vas  agreed  to,  and  the 
resolution  as  amended  was  adopted. 

INDIAN  AFFAIRS. 
The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States: 

7b  the  Home  of  Repre^eniaiiva: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
War.  with  copies  of  so  much  of  the  correspondence  re- 
lating to  Indian  affairs»  called  for  by  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  January  33,  1835,  as  can  be  furnished  by 
that  Department.  1  transmit,  also,  a  repoK  on  the  same 
subject  from  the  Treasury  Department,  from  which  it 
appears  that,  without  a  special  appropriation,  or  the  sus- 
pension, for  a  considerable  period,  of  much  of  the  urgent 
and'  current  business  of  the  General  Land  Office,  it 
■  impracticable  to  take  copies  of  all  the  papers  de- 
scribed in  the  resolution.  Under  these  circumstances, 
the  subject  is  again  respectFully  submitted  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Washivotok,  February  10,  1836. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCARTY,  the  message  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Indian  AflTairs,  and  the  report 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
slate  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Millib  in  the  chair. 

The  committee  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the  year 
1836.  l*be  question  pending  was  the  proposed  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Bell,  to  reduce  the  appropriation  for  the 
improvement  and  necessary  repairs  of  the  navy  yard  at 
Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  from  #67,000  to  133,500. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  addressed  the  House 
at  length  on  the  whole  system  of  our  navy  yards.  He 
was  in  favor  of  the  proposed  item  as  it  stood,  although 
the  whole  system  required  revision,  and  he  believed 
some  of  them  ought  to  be  abolished  entirely,  and  new 
sites  cliosen  for  others.  The  sum  of  $67,000,  proposed 
for  the  navy  yard  at  Portsmouth,  without  reference  even 
to'its  permsnency,  was  by  no  means  extravagant  or  im- 
moderate. He  also  replied  to  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bbll,]  and  contended 
that,  whether  the  appropriation  be  proposed  with  refer- 
ence to  war  or  peace,  it  should  pass.  He  then  went  at 
large  into  the  whole  subject,  and  detailed  various  ac- 
tions and  encounters,  to  prove  that  New  York  harbor 
was  not  such  s  place  of  ingress  and  egress  as  justified 
the  establishment  originally,  or  the  maintenance  now,  of 
a  navsl  depot  there.  He  also  read  various  extracts  in 
reference  to  the  same  subject,  and  cited  a  large  mass  of 
documentary  evidence,  reports,  and  papers,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  showing  that  Narraganset  bay  possessed  greater 
natural  advantsges  for  such  an  eatablishment  than  any 
other  place  in  the  United  States,  contrasting  it  with  the 
disadvantsges  of  Boston  and  Brooklyn.  He  likewise 
went  into  numerous  statements  to  prove  that  the  money 
expended  on  those  two  places  was  thrown  away,  and 
cited  the  reports  and  opinions  of  various  engineers  and 
others,  who  were  competent  judges,  in  support  of  his 
argument. 

Mr.  GUSHING  said:  It  has  been  my  intention  to 
address  the  committee  at  a  proper  time,  in  behalf  of  the 
general  merits  of  this  bill{  but  I  am  diverted  from  that 
object,  for  the  present,  by  the  new  turn  given  to  the 
debate  in  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from   Rhode 


Island,  [Mr.  Pbabcb.]  That  gentleman  rote,  profoKi 
ly,  to  show  the  peculiar  fitness  of  some  spot  in  Ntm|nK( 
bay^to  be  the  site  of  one  of  our  naval  statiom.  He  \n 
submitted  no  motion,  however,  to  amend  the  biUatKi 
respect,  and  his  remarks  are  not  stnclly  applicable  ioik 
question  pending  before  the  committee.  Most  of  tk 
he  haa  said  consisted  of  objectiotis  to  the  preKst  mi; 
yards,  to  their  numbers  and  their  locality,  ami  eipenb 
the  naval  depots  at  Washington,  Philadelphis,  Brookir, 
and  Charlestown.  He  has  preaented  a  plsuiUe  m 
with  some  force  of  argmnent,  and  I  rise  to  reply  to  vta 
he  has  said,  at  least  so  far  aa  regards  the  naty  yvd  t 
Charlestown. 

His  whole  argument  proceeds  upon  the  saraptn 
that  the  only  point  to  be  regarded,  in  selecting  tkeaa 
for  a  navy  yard,  is  the  nature  of  the  harbor,  its  drptkrf 
water,  and  accessibility  to  or  from  theses.  Tbe«,d 
course,  are  important  considerationsi  but  thqr  are  Mt 
exclusively  Important,  since  there  are  other  tbingiibb 
essentia]  to  the  usefulness  and  value  of  a  navil  aatin 
and  sometimes  even  of  more  conaeqoence  thtn  ikr 
superiority  of  harbor. 

What,  then,  are  the  great  leading  connderst'iontobc 
kept  in  view  in  the  fomnation  of  naval  depoti  for  skIii 
country  aa  the  United  States? 

In  the  first  place,  I  admit,  of  coarse,  thataradstw 
of  more  or  leas  capacity  and  convenience  of  accc«.ai 
in  the  language  of  the  navy  comnisttoners,  "ssifetv 
commodious  barbor,  with  aufficient  depth  of  water,  as 
of  ingress  and  egress,"  is  essential,  under  quaKfiatM 
of  the  facts  which  I  shall  hereafter  slate. 

In  th^  second  place,  it  is  desirable,  other  thirp 
being  equal,  that  a  naval  station  ahould  have  near  it 
hand  a  large  settled  population.  This  is  inportutd 
reference  tu  the  seamen  and  laborers  needed,  vbM 
they  be  not  drawn  from  the  neighborhood,  must  beeb^ 
tained  elsewhere  at  an  enhanced  cost,  and  noBven 
of  whom  sre  liable  to  be  required  on  sudden  twr- 
gencies  and  short  notice.  It  is  yet  more  imporUrt" 
another  point  of  view.  If  you  place  a  naval  depot  mi 
spot  removed  from  population,  you  must  conatmct  w 
it  special  miliUry  defences,  and  esUblish  in  it  a  garriKS 
of  strengh  proportioned  to  the  consequence  of  the  ^ 
tionand  the  value  of  the  public  property  collected  tbtre 
whereas,  if  it  be  located  in  the  centre  of  a  dense  pops 
lation,  that  population  will  have  military  defences  on  A 
own  account,  and  may  be  in  part  relied  upon  to  repd 
the  attack  of  invading  enemies. 

In  the  third  place,  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  C0fl- 
struction  and  reparation  of  ships  of  vsr  iaaipeciestf 
manufacture.  If,  indeed,  we  consider  the  great  tintiy 
of  materials  combined  in  its  construction,  the  coa- 
plicated  process  of  art  necessary  to  the  perfeeucn«iw 
union  of  those  materials,  and  the  stupendouf  capibibttf 
and  powers  of  the  mschine  itself,  we  bhall  find,  I  ^^^ 
that  a  ship  of  war  is  the  most  complete  and  remarW)lc« 
all  the  fabrics  of  human  ingenuity.  The  manuhcinrt 
of  it  is  by  means  of  mechanic  art,  aided  by  coinn«Tt<«p 
the  collection  of  materials;  and  it  will  flourish  ^^^^J!\ 
same  circumstances  which  promote  Ibe  successor di^^ 
mechanic  arts  associated  with  maritime  trade.  <J 
course  it  is  desirable,  in  the  location  of  a  navy  7ird>'<' 
pay  some  regard  to  these  circumstances.  . 

Lastly,  it  is  not  leas  imporUnt  to  have  attention  >^ 
the  geographical  configuration  of  a  counlr)'»  its  ext^" ' 
the  relative  situation  of  the  vsrious  ports,  and  the  Iocs '. 
of  its  business  and  population.  .   ^ 

Now,  apply  these  general  principleSf  by  way  ci  J-  • 
to  the  arguments  of  the  genllemsn  from  Rhode  h»w' 

Doubtless  it  is  true  that  Narraganset  bay  word*»J 
excellent  roadstesd,  accessible  at  all  seasons,  of  r^ 
cspaciotisness,  well  sheltered,  and  otherwise  "^^^ ,./ 
nature  to  form  a  naval  sUtion.    1  shall  n<n  divpute  ^  ' 
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\nd  if  this  had  been  the  only  fiict  proper  to  be  comid- 
ired,  in  the  location  of  the  seven  naval  depota  upon  our 
mritime  frontier,  it  is'  possible  enoorh  that  there  would 
)r  ought  to  have  been  a  navy  jrard  in  Narraganiet  bay: 
till,  I  utterly  deny  the  conclusion  that,  because  this  har- 
lor  possesses  great  natural  advantages,  there  should  be 
10  naval  station  at  Charlestown,  or  that  the  public  worka 
n  that  place  should  be  abandoned  for  the  sake  of  trans- 
erring  its  business  to  Newport. 

All  the  objections  which  the  gentleman  urges  against 
he  location  of  a  naval  depot  at  Charlestown  consist 
if  alleged  defects  in  the  harbor  of  Boston.  I  shall 
lot  go  into  these  objections  minutely.  That  harbor  has 
ts  advantages  and  disadvantages.  The  ailvantages  are 
(uch  as  to  afford  ample  accomodation  to  the  vast  and  in- 
reasing  commerce  of  that  flourishing  city,  and  to  place 
t  high  in  the  list  of  the  best  ports  ofthe  country.  The 
lentleman  says  it  is  occasionally  obstructed  by  ice)  but 
le  knows  perfectly  well  that  but  few  days  In  the  year 
•ccur,  when  there  is  any  such  accumulation  of  ice  as  to 
prevent  the  largest  vessels  from  entering  and  sailing  up 
0  the  inner  harbor,  in  front  of  the  verv  wharves.  In- 
tead  of  being  four  or  six  weeks  in  each  winter,  as  sta- 
ed  the  other  day  by  a  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire, 
Mr.  GvsHMAK,]  I  doubt  whether  it  averages  so  many 
lays.  Possibly  it  may  have  happened,  as  alleged  by  the 
gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  that  in  some  peculiar  po- 
ition,  or  state  of  tide  or  weather,  a  man*of-war,  in  warp- 
ng  around,  has  touched {  but  it  is  perfectly  notorious  to 
hat  gentleman,  and  to  all  the  world,  that  there  is  no 
rant  of  safe  and  abundant  anchorage  in  Boston  harbor 
or  any  squadron  of  ours,  which  may  repair  thither  for 
belter  or  refitting,  in  peace  or  in  war. 

The  gentleman  seems  to  think  that  the  establishment 
)f  a  navy  yard  in  Massachusetts,  as  in  New  York  and 
^ew  Hampshire,  is  a  consequence  of  the  fact  that  each 
»f  those  States  has  had  a  citizen  of  its  own  at  the  head 
»f  the  Navy  Department.  If  such  effects  flow  from  such 
auses,  there  may  yet  be  a  navy  yard  in  Narraganset 
«y;  since,  for  aught  I  know,  the  gentleman  himself, 
rho  seems  familiar  with  these  subjects,  is  destined  to  be 
<  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  However  this  may  be,  the  gen- 
leman  knows  full  well  that,  in  point  of  fact,  the  estab- 
ishment  of  a  naval  station  at  Charlestown  was  by  no 
nanner  of  means  the  eflTeet  of  mere  personal  favoritism, 
t  is  to  be  traced  to  higher  and  better  causes.  It  was 
he  necessary  consequence  of  the  natural  fitness  of 
he  spot,  and  of  the  intelligence,  wealth,  industry,  and 
iride-spreading  commercial  enterprise,  which  have  stud- 
led  Massachusetts  bay  with  populous  communities,  pos- 
eaVmg  previously  the  arts  and  resources,  and  drawing 
ogether  the  stores  and  materials  needful  to  the  useful- 
less  of  a  great  naval  station  {  which  advantages,  natu- 
a)  and  acquired,  caused  it  to  be  designated,  by  persons 
>f  the  utmost  weight  of  authority,  wholly  without  local 
liases  in  its  favor,  as  the  great  naval  arsenal  ofthe  North. 

If  the  United  States  could  be  created  by  us  at  will:  if 
his  continent  were  a  mere  tabuia  ra»a,  on  which  to  map 
»ut  States  and  cities  with  exclusive  reference  to  consio- 
Tations  of  geographical  position  f  if  the  shores  of  the 
Atlantic  were,  at  this  day,  an  unpeopled  waste,  to  be 
covered  at  a  word  by  the  millions  who  now  dwell  herej 
hen  indeed  there  might  be  pertinency  and  force  in  the 
Tguments  of  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island .  But  it  is 
lot  BO.  We  have,  it  is  true,  much  power  to  draw  popula- 
ion  and  business  to  selected  points  possessed  of  great  nat- 
iral  advantages;  but  there  are  limits  to  this  power.  Even 
re,  with  all  our  immense  unsettled  territory,  must,  to  a 
certain  extent,  take  the  world  as  we  find  it,  and  make 
he  best  of  existing  circumstances.  Signal  examples 
vill  recur  to  the  mind  of  every  gentleman,  of  great  and 
lopuloiis  cities,  which  have  grown  up  in  the  progress  of 
vents,  and  which  it  is  now  seen  might  have  been  loca- 


ted more  advantageously  in  some  different  spot.  Still 
it  would  be  mere  madness  to  attempt  to  remove  such  a 
city  to  thbor  that  neighboring  locality.  Population, 
buildings,  business,  have  become  fixed,  and  upon  them 
it  is  natural  that  incidental  advantages,  of  a  political  char- 
acter, should  attend. 

^  Boston  is  great,  not  exclusively  because  of  its  local 
situation,  but  also  because  of  the  principlea  of  liberty 
and  the  energy  of  character  which  the  pilgrim  settlers 
of  New  England  brought  with  them  from  Britain i  be- 
cause of  the  industrious  population  gathered  graduallj^ 
along  with  the  general  improrement  of  the  country  and 
of  its  institutions,  upon  and  around  the  time-honored 
heights  of  Tri-mount.  I  am  not  a  native  of  Bostont  I 
do  not  reside  in  it|  but  I  should  be  wanting  in  duty  to 
mv  State,  if  I  fiuled  to  bear  witness,  here  and  every 
where,  to  the  energetic  spirit,  the  moral,  religious,  and 
intellectual  cultivation^  the  comprehensive  intelligence 
of  enterprise,  the  munificent  liberality  of  temper,  and 
the  inborn  love  of  well-ordered  freedom,  which  distin- 
guish the  inhabitants  of  that  city  and  of  its  environs. 
These  circumstances,  added  to  the  qualities  of  its  har- 
bor, and  the  particular  habits  and  employments  of  the 
people,  have  given  it  an  aptness  for  the  site  of  a  naval 
station,  far  superior  to  the  naked  consideration  of  ma- 
rine fitnessf  by  reason  of  which,  ships  of  war  have  har- 
bored there  from  the  earlieat  histoid  of  the  country. 
And  the  same  circumstances  have  in  reality  led  to  the 
establishment  of  the  actiul  navy  yard  at  Charlestown. 

Nor  am  I  prepared,  at  least  upon  such  view  of  the 
subject  as  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  presents,  to 
agree  with  him  in  opinion  of  the  expediency  of  having 
only  two  or  three  large  navy  yards.  The  number  of 
our  naval  stations  should  bear  some  relation  to  the  ex- 
tent of  our  seacoast,  and  the  necessity  of  access  from 
various  points  of  the  Atlantic  or  the  Gulf)  and,  in  refer- 
ence to  this  fkct,  if  anotlier  station  be  needed  in  the 
South,  and  if  there  be  any  fit  locality  for  one,  at 
Charleston  or  elsewhere,  let  it  be  established.  For  it 
should  be  remembered,  that  this  country  is  of  vast  inte- 
rior expansion;  that  it  has  a  most  extensive  ocean  fron- 
tier; that  ita  resources,  territorial  and  financial,  are  of 
magnitude  almost  unexampled  in  the  history  of  nations^ 
andthat,  exalted  as  is  its  present  grandeur,  it  mav  look 
forward  with  assured  certainty  to  a  future  of  yet  higher 
elevation.  Our  public  defencea,  and  the  mechanical 
means  of  maintaining  them,  should  keep  pace  with  the 
national  dimity  and  greatness  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  obvious  to  perceive,  at  the  same  time,  how  it 
happens  that  so  large  a  number  of  our  naval  stations  lie 
on  the  waters  of  the  middle  and  eastern  States;  owing 
in  part  to  the  natural  character  of  the  coast,  which,  on 
the  one  band,  is  more  open  to  the  aea  and  affords  more 
accessible  ports,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  approach  is 
more  obstructed  by  shoal  water  and  reefs  of  sand;  but 
owing  still  more  to  the  respective  employments  of  the 
people.  Nature  has  given  to  the  southern  States  a  soil 
and  climate,  and  they  possess  a  class  of  laborers,  which 
render  the  prosecution  of  agriculturci  on  a  great  scale, 
the  readiest  and  most  profitable  objects  of  pursuit.  We 
at  the  North,  and  in  New  England  especially,  with  our 
rock4>ound  shores,  and  our  hard  soil,  incapable  of  af- 
fording bread  enough  for  our  daily  subsistence,  are 
driven  to  other  departments  of  enterprise,  spreading 
the  banner  of  our  country  in  every  distant  sea,  and  task- 
ing our  skill  in  all  the  arts  of  mechanic  ingenuity  and 
invention.  Thus  it  is  that  we  are  merchants  and  manu- 
facturers, and  of  consequence  possess  facilities,  in  ma- 
terials, artisanship,  and  other  respects,  for  the  business 
to  be  performed  at  a  naval  station.  But  these  consider- 
ations, as  I  remarked  in  the  outset,  should  not  be  exclu- 
sive; and  the  immense  importance  to  us  of  the  navi^* 
tion  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  embracing  the  vast  and  m- 
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creMing  ooaiMeree  of  the  grent  rallejr  of  the  MiiiiMtppi 
mnd  its  tributarjr  waten»  evidently  conmiends  to  ue  the 
poliey  of  fottentig  in  tJA  events  the  nsral  depot  estab- 
ftihed  at  Pensacola. 

Before  cftisiDg  these  rsisarks,  I  take  ooeasioa  to  sajr  a 
few  words  in  replj  to  an  obiervation  of  a  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Habbiv,]  who,  speaking  to  the 
pending  ouestion  a  day  or  two  since,  charged  upon  the 
members  from  the  Atlantic  States  the  being  actuated  by 
sinister  motives  in  the  support  of  the  bill.  For  myself,  I 
repel  the  charge  with  tfaie  soorn  and  indiffnation  it  mer- 
its. It  is  not  true.  And  that  gentleman,  nowever  much 
he  may  be  licensed  in  this  Houso,  shall  not,  with  impu- 
nity, tell  me  that  we  vote  on  the  narrow  ground  of  ex- 
clusive and  Bsercenary  sectional  inducements,  or  that 
we  are  enm^ed  in  a  conspiracy  to  mimpply  and  squan- 
der the  public  funds  on  the  ieaboard»  to  the  injury  of  the 
West. 

Tlie  imputation,  1  repeat,  is  false,  in  reference  to  th'is 
particular  billi  and  it  is  unjust  in  the  genersl)  for  I 
deny  that  the  Atlantic  States  sre  actuated  by  any  such 
motives  or  views  oonceming  the  West.  Whatever  the 
gentleman's  purpose  may  be  in  this  wholesale  impeach- 
ment of  the  motives  of  gentlemen  from  the  seaboard,  I 
am  aure  it  can  exert  no  auspicious  influence  upon  the 
public  service  of  the  country  {  for  it  should  be  the  duty 
and  pleasure  of  all  of  us  to  cultivate  a  mutual  good  un- 
derstandinp^  between  the  diflferent  sections  of  the  Union, 
in  the  spirit  of  compromise  which  pervsdes  the  confti- 
tution.  And,  so  far  as  regards  MassachusetU  at  least, 
I  will  undertake  to  go  with  the  gentleman,  chapter  by 
chapter,  and  verse  by  verse,  and  to  show,  by  the  rec- 
ords of  this  Government,  that  she  and  her  representa- 
tives, actuated  by  a  just  pride  in  the  expanding  great- 
ness of  the  United  States,  and  a  patriotic  interest  in  the 
whole  country,  and  evetr  part  of  it,  hive  cordially  en- 
tered into  all  proper  plans  for  the  improvement  and 
public  prosperity  of  the  West. 

And  while  I  deem  the  imputation  unjust,  I  think  It 
unkind  also,  considertng  the  relation  which  the  Atlantic 
States  bear  to  the  West  We  are  one  country,  united 
by  the  bonds  of  a  common  ancestry,  and  flourishing 
together  by  means  of  a  community  of  national  interests, 
protected  by  the  same  constitution*  The  people  of  the 
West  sprang  from  the  old  thirteen  States {  its  territory 
was  opened  to  civilization  and  prosperity  by  the  war  of 
the  Revolution,  and  the  independence  we  purchased 
with  our  blood  snd  treasure!  and  the  new  States  have 
fully  participated  with  the  old  in  the  general  advanta- 
ges to  the  whole  country  which  have  resulted  faom  the 
Union. 

l>ue,  our  fortificationa  and  naval  stations  are  on  the 
seaboard  t  and  it  is  the  expense  of  these  which  the  gen- 
tleman complains  of  as  injurious  to  the  West*  But  have 
we  not,  in  this  partieular,  evils  to  encounter  on  the  sea- 
board, compared  with  which  the  petty  advantage  de- 
rived from  the  locality  of  these  expenditures  is  but  as 
dust  in  the  bslance?  Let  us  look  at  the  thing  practi- 
cally. Let  us  interrogate  history  on  this  point.  It  is 
from  lessons  of  the  past  that  we  sre  to  learn  to  under- 
stand and  prepare  for  the  future.  If  a  foreign  enemy 
were  to  seek  to  subdue  the  United  States,  where  would 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  liave  us  make  a  stand? 
Shall  it  be  in  the  interior?  Would  he  have  the  war 
fought  on  the  soil  of  his  own  State,  for  instance?  On 
its  boundary  line?  Of  course  not.  The  foe  should  be 
repelled  on  our  very  shores.  He  would  not  l>e  suffered 
to  penetrate  into  the  heart  of  the  land.  The  broad  At- 
lantic is  the  great  natural  defence  of  the  country,  which 
God  himself  gave  to  us,  and  which  it  is  the  part  of  wise 
and  prudent  men  to  strengthen  by  the  spplicat'ion  of 
human  art,  for  the  general  protection,  not  merely  of  the 
seaboard  itself,  but  of  the  entire  Union. 


Consider  the  Ud  in  another  point  of  %iew.  Suppoic 
that  the  storm,  which  is  now  lowering  upon  us  from  the 
other  side  of  the  ocean,  should  burst  in  fury  over  oar 
heads«  suppose— which  I  do  uot  believe,  suid  whkk  nay 
a  good  Providence  in  mercy  avert— that  we  are  to  be 
forced  into  a  war  with  France,  either  by  nahoes  ea 
our  part,  or  by  faitblemness  im  the  pstft  of  othctv 
where,  in  such  event,  would  the  thunderbolt  strike^ 
Upon  us,  it  is  manifest,  on  the  seaboard  of  the  Athaic 
or  the  Gulf.  The  enemy  would  seek  to  gain  a  foot- 
hold oo  the  ooast.  There  his  invading  forces  wooU  be 
landed.  He  could  not  venture  into  the  interior,  leaviai 
behind  him  strong  ports^  well  armed  and  garnsosed, 
nor,  if  he  dcaired  it,  would  he  be  suflTered  to  do  se. 
Our  own  military  operationa  would  lean  upon  fortified 
points  of  the  ooast  i  those  of  the  enemy  would  be  airaed 
•gainst  some  great  maritime  city,  or  coamodioos  hsN 
bor,  by  means  of  the  possession  of  which  hia  troops  aad 
munitions  might  at  all  times  find  entrance  into  the  coaa* 
try,  and  where  his  fleets  could  obtain  assured  refuge  ift 
emergenciesb  or  prepsre  themselves  for  ulterior  actiofti 
and,  as  a  matter  of  course,  the  war  must  be  fou^t  as 
the  high  sees,  or  on  the  soil  of  the  States  sutd  Territoey 
contiguous  to  the  ocean  or  the  gulf.  W^e  abotud  be 
compelled  to  bear  the  brunt  of  the  conflict.  The  bnte 
men  of  the  West  would  fly  to  our  succor,  with  the  gil- 
hmtry,  generosity,  and  patriotic  love  of  c^ountry,  vbick 
have  always  distinguished  them  in  the  bour  of  peri, 
but  they  would  leave  their  homes  behind  tbem  in  safriy 
and  in  peace*  They  would  not  be  doomed  to  aee  ibes 
dwellings  consigned  to  the  fire-brand,  tbeir  wives  is 
violation,  their  children  to  slaughter,  and  nil  they  bek 
most  dear  given  up  to  the  unutterable  horrors  of  war. 

Should  not  these  considerations  be  borne  in  niK: 
when  gentlemen  are  disposed  to  think  that  injustice  n 
done  to  the  West,  by  expenditures  for  the  naval  servke, 
or  for  fortifications  oo  the  maritime  frontier  of  the  At- 
lantic SUtes? 

Mr.  HARDIN  rejoined.  He  intended  to  address  tbc 
House  at  length,  he  said,  when  the  subject  of  fortifier 
tions  came  up,  and  had  prepared  varioua  statementi 
from  the  Departments  upon  the  subject.  He  bad  coa^ 
plained  that  the  appropriations  in  the  present  bill  ex> 
ceeded,  by  about  a  million  of  dollars,  the  estimates  of 
former  years.  He  said  he  had  made  up  a  table,  partia% 
exhibiting  the  expenditures  for  fortifications  since  lU 
war,  and  they  amounted  altogether  to  about  fourten 
millions  of  dollars.  Some  system  of  defence  most  b< 
adopted;  but  to  erect  fortifications  at  proper  points  frea 
Maine  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  would  cost  from  fifi»s 
hundred  to  twenty  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  and  i 
standing  army,  including  the  western  forts,  of  not  lea 
than  eighty  thousand  men;  a  thing  the  people  of  this 
country  would  never  permit*  The  time,  however,  bad 
arrived,  when  the  subject  must  be  investigated;  and  he 
pledged  himself  to  go  into  it  fully  when  the  other  bil 
came  up.  Mr.  H.  repelled  the  attack  noade  upon  h'n 
for  spoaking  to  <*  Buncomb,"  with  disdain,  and  pr«- 
nounced  it  a  false  calumny. 

Mr.  GUSHING  briefly  rejoined. 

Some  individual  in  the  south  gallery  of  the  House 
having  applauded  at  the  close  of  Mr.  C's  remarks, 

Mr.  REED  moved  that  the  galleries  be  cleared i  bat 
subsequently  withdrew  the  motion. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  progress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HANNEGAN,  the  south  gallerr 
was  ordered  to  be  cleared. 

Mr.  MERCER,  understanding  that  the  oflicers  of  ibe 
House  had  recognised  the  individual  who  had  committed 
the  disorder  in  the  gallery,  moved  that  the  individual 
guilty  of  the  disturbance  be  taken  into  custody;  and, 
pending  this  motion, 
I      The  House  adjourned. 
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Fbidat,  Fbbbvavt  13. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Mkrcxb,  pending  at  the  adjourn- 
ent  yesterday,  directing  the  Speaker  to  iasue  his  war- 
nt  for  the  arrest  of  the  individual  who  caused  the 
•turbance  in  the  south  gallery  of  the  House,  was 
ken  up. 

Mr.  MORGAN  moved  tu  lay  the  motion  on  the  tablet 
tiicli  was  agreed  to. 

PENSION  LAWS. 
Mr.  ALLAN,  of  Kentucky,  moved  the  auspenaion  of 
e  rules,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  for  consideration 
c  following  resolution,  heretofore  offered  by  him: 
"Besoicedt  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed, 
lose  duty  it  ahall  be  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
tendinff  the  provisionB  of  the  act  of  Congress  for  the 
nefit  of  the  surviving  ofiicers  and  soldiers  of  the  rer- 
Kionary  army,  passed  the  7th  of  June,  1833,  so  aa  to 
ijirace  those  who  were  engaged  in  the  wars  of  the 
lited  States  which  occurred  between  the  treaty  of 
ace  with  Great  Britain,  in  1783,  and  the  treaty  of 
eenville  with  the  Indians,  in  1795t  and  that  the  said 
mmittee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise." 
The  motion  pending  was  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
iHw,  of  New  York,  to  strike  out  «  a  select  committee/' 
d  insert  the  "Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions." 
Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  said,  while  he  as  highW  ap- 
eciated  the  merttorioas  services  of  those  conteroplsted 
dcr  this  resolution  as  any  other  gentleman,  yet,  con- 
lering  the  operations  of  the  pension  system,  iu  vast  ex- 
it, and  the  vast  amount  of  public  funds  it  involved,  he 
IS  utterly  and  entirely  opposed  to  anv  further  exten- 
n  of  it  at  this  time.*  There  were  evils  enough  result- 
;  from  the  system  in  the  section  of  country  he  bad  the 
nor  to  represent;  and  he  himself  had  seen  so  much  of 
that  he  was  perfectly  satisfied,  if  the  whole  case  could 
properly  presented  and  fully  understood,  there  would 
very  little  difRculty  in  confining  its  operations  to  that 
kss  of  individuals  alone  who  had  sacrificed  their  all  in 
i  revolutionary  struggle. 

The  CHAIR  intinuted  to  the  gentleman  that,  on  the 
estion  of  reference,  the  merits  of  the  resolution  were 
t  open  for  debate. 

Mr.  MANN  said  he  withdrew  his  motion.  He  did  not 
lign  to  debate  the  merits  of  the  resolution,  but  to  make 
ew  remarks  in  explanation  or  justification  of  the  roo- 
n  he  had  made  at  a  former  day,  and  which,  under  the 
culiar  state  of  the  case,  he  now  saw  fit  to  withdraw. 
Mr.  VAN  DERPOEL  believed,  if  he  recollected  right, 
s  whole  subject  was  before  the  House  some  two  or 
'ee  weeks  last  year,  and  its  whole  merits  very  fuNy 
icussed.  If  Mr.  V.  were  now  called  upon  to  vote,  he 
1  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  he  should  vote  against 
without  more  light  than  he  had  upon  the  subject, 
le  only  question  now  before  them  was,  whether  they 
>uld  appoint  a  select  committee,  for  which  he  was 
rfectly  willing  to  vote,  so  that  the  merits  and  claims  of 
>se  individuals  might  be  laid  before  the  House.  But, 
so  voting,  he  was  not  to  be  considered  as  committing 
nself  upon  the  merits  of  the  case  ultimately,  when  the 
>ject  came  fully  before  the  House,  though  he  would 
e  to  the  subject  the  best  consideration  in  his  power. 
Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend  the 
lolution  by  instructing  the  commiUee  to  inquire  into 
t  expediency  of  extending  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
i  7th  of  June,  1833,  so  as  to  include  those  in  the  ser- 
:e  of  the  United  States  in  the  revolutionary  war  for  a 
irter  period  than  six  months. 

Mr.  WARDWELL  informed  the  gentlemsn  from  Ken- 
tky,  that  If  he  would  refer  to  the  proceedinga  of  the 
luse,  he  would  find  that  a  bill  was  already  reported, 
(bracing  the  very  proviaion  contemplated  by  the  gen- 
man's  amendment. 


Mr.  WILLIAMS  thereupon  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  DEBERRT  moved  that  the  committee  be  further 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  extending 
the  act  of  the  7th  of  June,  1832,  as  to  embrace  the  wag- 
oners, mechanics,  &c.,  during  the  revolutionary  war. 

Mr.  WARDWELL  suggested  that  the  adoption  of  this 
amendment  would  confound  the  two  objects,  thst  of  the 
revolutionary  soldiers,  and  those  engaged  in  the  Indian 
wars,  which  ought  to  be  kept  distinct  i  besides  which, 
there  was  a  constituted  committee  of  the  House  appoint- 
ed to  take  charge  of  the  former  already. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS,  of  Illinois,  for  the  purpose,  aa  be 
said,  of  keeping  the  two  subjects  distinct,  moved  the  pre- 
vious question;  but  the  motion  was  not  seconded  by  the 
House. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  ADAMS  hoped  the  gentlenMn  from  North 
Carolina  [Mr.  Dsbsbht]  would  wittidraw  bis  amendment, 
and  allow  the  resolution  to  stand  on  its  own  merits. 
The  subject  was  before  the  last  Congress,  and  was  fully 
discussed  {  and  the  more  it  was  discussed  the  more  satis- 
factory it  was  to  his  mind  that  the  bill  then  reported 
ought  to  have  passed.  He  hoped  that  no  gentleman 
would  encumber  the  present  resolution  with  any  amend- 
ments, and  that  the  House  would  now  consider  and 
adopt  it. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Dxbxbbt  was  then  nega- 
tived, and  the  resolution  was  agreed  to,  without  a  count; 
and,  on  motion  of 

Mr.  LANE,  the  select  committee  was  ordered  to  con- 
sist of  nine. 

SUPPERERS  BY  FIRE  IN  NEW  YORK. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  presented  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  enclosing  a  letter  from  the  collector  of  the 
port  of  New  York,  and  other  documents,  representing 
the  urgeut  necessity  for  some  sction,  by  Congress^  on 
the  subject  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  sufTeren  by  the 
late  fire  in  New  Yorkt  which  were  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  stated  that  he  was  instructed  by 
the  committee  to  solicit  the  early  attention  of  the  House  to 
this  subject  { and,  that  the  business  now  before  the  House 
might  not  be  interrupted,  he  moved  that  the  bill  be  made 
the  special  order  of  the  day  for  Friday  next.  He  hoped 
that  the  House  would  then  take  up  the  subject,  and  dc- 
ci  le  upon  it  one  way  or  another. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  suggested  Tues- 
day week  as  a  convenient  day. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  he  had  no  objection  to  any 
day  that  the  House  might  decide  upon . 

Mr.  PEYTON  asked  whether  it  was  in  c^r  to  aaiign 
a  reason  for  not  voting  in  favor  of  the  motion. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  the  question  was  not  deba- 
table. 

Mr.  PEYTON  said,  if  it  was  in  order,  be  would  move 
that  the  New  York  relief  bill  be  taken  up  the  day  af^er 
the  final  decision  on  the  resolution  submitted  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Abaxs]  on  the  last  year's 
fortification  bill,  and  not  before.  If  thia  was  not  in  order, 
he  would  hx  a  certain  day,  say  the  first  day  of  June,  or 
the  first  day  of  July,  till  which  time  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  said  the  decision  on  his  resolution  could  be 
deferred.  The  relief  bill  was,  by  an  arrangement,  made 
to  gpve  way  to  this  resolution.  He  tlierefore  should  move 
a  distant  and  subsequent  day  for  the  consideration  of  the 
bill.     He  moved  the  first  day  of  June. 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  Tuetd^ 
week.    It  was  not  fkir,  he  said,  to  encroach  on  the  pn- 
vate  bill  days. 
I      The  motion  wis  rejected. 
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Mr.  EVANS  moved  Tuesday  next;  vhieh  was  agreed 
to,  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds. 

So  the  bill  was  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for 
Tuesday  next. 

THE  LATE  CHIEF  JUSTICE  MARSHALL. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL,  with  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
House,  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Raotnedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Library  be  in- 
structed to  cause  a  marble  bust  of  the  late  Chief  Justice 
Marshall  to  be  prepared  by  an  artist  of  merit  and  repu- 
tation, and  to  be  phiced  in  the  chamber  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  Stales,  in  a  position  corresponding 
with  that  of  the  bust  ol  the  late  Chief  Justice  Jay. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  said,  I  am  not  about  to  pronounce 
an  eulogium  on  the  character  of  John  Marshall.  His 
merits  are  already  recorded  in  the  hearts  and  judgments 
of  his  countrymen.  A  recollection  of  them  will  be  cher- 
ished BS  long  as  a  just  estimate  can  be  formed  of  brilliant 
talents  and  unspotted  integrity,  as  lonj^  as  gratitude  shall 
continue  to  be  a  virtue.  Few  men  since  the  formation 
of  the  Government  have  served  it  so  well,  and  none 
more  faithfully.  In  the  administration  of  the  laws,  under 
a  Government  of  laws,  he  was  for  nearly  five-and-tbirty 
years  supreme  in  station,  in  abilities,  and  in  usefulness. 
It  has  been  the  peculiar  fortune  of  this  republic  that  it 
has  found  on  different  occasions,  when  it  has  called  its 
eminent  citizens  to  posts  of  public  dut]^,  a  happy  fitness 
in  the  individual  to  his  station,  a  devotion  of  purpose  in 
the  man,  and  a  confidence  in  his  designs  on  the  part  of 
the  peoplet  a  union  and  an  aptitude  from  which  nothing 
but  lastmg  benefits  can  arise.  Many  shining  properties 
were  centered  in  the  eminent  person  to  whom  it  is  the 
object  of  this  resolution  to  of&r  a  feeble  tribute  of  re- 
spect and  gratitude — properties  which  justify  the  feeling 
universally  entertained  for  him  as  the  pride  and  the  boast 
of  his  countrymen.  When  this  and  much  more  shall  be 
done  by  4hem,  the  nation  and  posterity  will  continue  to 
be  immeasurably  his  debtors.  I  submit  the  resolution 
aa  a  cheerful  acknowledgment  of  the  debt  we  owe,  and 
as  the  pledge  of  an  effort  to  repay  it  in  the  emulation  of 
bis  virtues. 

Mr.  STORER  remarked  that  some  weeks  ago  he  had 
presented  a  memorial  from  Hiram  Powers,  requesting 
Congress  to  emplov  him  for  the  purpose  of  executing 
the  work  proposed  in  this  resolution.  The  memorial 
was  before  the  Committee  on  the  Library,  who  would 
report  upon  it  in  a  few  days. 

Mr.  McKBON  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania the  expediency  of  modifying  the  resolution  so 
as  to  refer  the  subject  to  the  Jomt  Committee  on  the 
Library. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  modified  the  resohitioo  accordingly) 
and. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  resolution  was  sgreed 
to^  ffiem.  dii* 

JESSE  SMITH  AND  OTHERS. 

At  one  o'clock,  on  motion  of  Mr.  WHITTLESEY, 
the  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  orders  of  the  day, 
which  were  private  bills. 

The  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jease 
Smith  and  others  was  resumed,  the  question  being  on 
the  passage  of  the  bill. 

After  an  animated  discussion,  in  which  Messrs.  MANN 
of  New  York,  VANDERPOEL,  HARDIN.  WILLIAMS 
of  North  Carolina,  WARD,  WHITTLESEY,  and 
HAWES,  participated, 

Mr.  OWENS,  after  three  o'clock,  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment! which  was  negatived. 

The  discussion  was  continued  by  Mr.  OWENS,  who 
yielded  the  floor  to 

Mr.  HOWARD,  who  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  in 


order  to  move  that,  when  tbia  House  adjounsi  it  tdj«n 
to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louinans,  asked  the  yos  ud 
nays  on  this  motion,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  that  the  House  do  now  li- 
joornt  which  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  wspead  the 
rule,  in  order  to  receive  a  motion  to  adjourn  orerb 
Monday,  and  decided  in  the  negative:  Ten  71,  uji 
104(  (not  two  thirds,  as  required  on  auch  questiom.) 

The  House  then  adjourned  to  to-morrow. 


Satvbdat,  FfiaauAHT  13. 

The  whole  of  this  day  was  spent  by  the  House  In  tiie 
reception  and  reference  of  resolutions  of  inqniryi  aitii 
the  hour  of  adjournment. 


MOHOAT,  FiBBUAVT  15. 

After  the  reading  of  the  journal — 

Mr.  PIERCE,  of  New  Hampshire,  rose,  he  sad,tf 
ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House  for  peroiiwon  to  npd 
an  assault  made  upon  his  personal  chancter,  ud  '» 
pugning  his  veracity.  Mr.  P.  stated  that  he  nrelf.a 
any  occasion,  trespassed  on  the  patience  of  the  Hoo. 
nor  sliould  he  have  asked  the  present  indulgence,  bd 
the  assault  been  confined  to  the  columns  of  s  nevspsptf 
But  it  had  been  read  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stiis 
Mr.  P.  would,  however,  take  that  occasion  to  aj  tki\ 
so  far  as  the  Senator  who  brought  that  paper  \wvA 
waa  concerned,  that  gentleman  [Mr.  Ciuionr]  W 
made  to  Mr.  P.  all  the  apology  he  deemed  neceiw 
and  he  now  aaked  permission  merely  to  repljtothei^' 
tack  made  upon  him. 

Mr.  MERCER  rose  in  his  place  and  objected. 

Mr.  PIERCE  moved  a  suspension  of  the  ruN. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  aaked  for  the  yeas  and  niyi,  bi^ 
the  House  refused  to  order  them,  and  the  nilet  vm 
suspended  without  a  count. 

Mr.  PIERCE  then  proceeded,  and  returned  bUtbtfks 
to  the  House  for  the  kindness  manifested  tovtrds  fa^ 
personally  on  that  occasion.  There  wereanrietja 
reasons  that  should  deter  him  from  long  tre<ptfsflf 
upon  the  patience  of  the  House:  one  was  that  tltes^ 
of  his  health  that  morning  was  such  that  he  vis  titter? 
unable  to  speak  for  any  considerable  length  of  tioe. 
He  considered  the  vote  taken  on  Monday  last  upon  iW 
resolutions  of  the  honorable  member  from  Sooih  Ctfo- 
Una  [Mr.  PiircKirxT]  as  dechiratory  of  the  indt^(>" 
of  that  House  to  entertain  debate  upon  the  unrortuflX 
and  deeply  exciting  question  of  the  abolition  of  sbfety 
1*his  waa;the  reason  why  he  had  taken  the  present  cntrr, 
instead  of  waiting  for  a  more  favorable  opportunii)^ 
express  what  he  thought  due  to  himself  u  a  nnember^ 
the  House,  and  due  to  his  constitutents  as  ll»eir  repn- 
sentative.  .  , 

The  article  to  which  Mr.  P.  referred  wu  coqIv^h 
in  an  abolition  paper,  printed  at  the  capital  of  the  bW< 
he  had  the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent.  The  pipf 
(said  Mr.  P.)  was  too  insignificant,  and  tooodioo^>" 
the  eyes  of  his  constituents,  to  claim  the  sFigbtest  it 
tention  from  him,  for  any  statement  which  might  i^ 
pear  in  its  colutpns,  but  for  the  circumstance  thtt<{ 
had  been  read  in  another  branch  of  Congress  «t  then- 
stance  of  an  honorable  member  of  the  United  St»|<| 
Senate.  So  far  aa  that  gentleman  was  concerned,  ^ 
would  again  take  occaaion  to  aay  that  the  t^^v«^^ 
made  by  him,  both  promptly  in  his  place  and  to  v- 
P.  subsequently,  were  perfectly  satisfactory,  ^i^^j? 
tleman  had  no  design  or  attacking  Mr.  P.,  but,  in  ^ 
ing  to  the  particutor  object,  he  had  swept  hio  ^ 
with  it.    From  the  course  Mr.  P.  bad  ukeoopoot"^ 
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question,  not  only  in  that  House,  but  erery  where  else, 
il  all  times,  and  on  all  occasions,  he  could  not  but 
inticipate  the  denunciation  of  the  northern  abolitionists. 
3ut  he  had  a  rifi^hi  to  expect  that  at  least  no  southern 
gentleman  would  have  in  any  tway  become  instrument- 
il  in  publishing  an  incendiary  article,  which  was  equally 
injust,  both  to  Mr.  P.  and  to  his  constituents.  Whe- 
her,  as  has  been  said,  there  be  incidentally  a  conjunc- 
ion  between  two  parties  of  this  Union,  to  shake  it  to 
ts  centre,  it  was  not  for  him  to  say,  but  he  would  ex- 
)ress  his  belief  that  there  was  sufficient  patriotism  and 
noral  firmness  in  the  sunny  clime,  and  patriotism  and 
noral  firmness  enough  among  the  snow-capt  hills  of  the 
<?orth,  to  put  down  agitators,  if  they  existed  in  both 
ections  of  the  country,  and  to  transmit  an  unbroken 
Jnion  to  posterity,  with  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
ecured  by  the  constitution,  and  now  happily  enjoyed 
mder  it.  That  he  might  be  perfectly  understood,  he 
rould  send  to  the  Clerk's  table  the  paper  which  had 
leen  read  in  the  Senate. 

[The  article  was  then  read  by  the  Clerk,  as  follows: 

Hon.  FsAiTKLiir  Pisbci. — <*  An  honorable  member 
rom  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Piibcb]  has  said  that  not  one 
n  five  hundred  of  his  constituents  were  in  favor  of  the 
object  of  these  petitions*'  (for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
he  District  of  Columbia.^ — Mr,  Slade^t  speech, 

**  Figures  will  not  lie,*' though  the  representatives  of 
he  people  sometimes  do.  **  Facts  are  stubborn  things," 
sven  when  opposed  by  the  magisterial  ipse  dixU  of  law- 
rers  and  legislators.  The  truth  of  these  apothegms 
'the  honorable  member  from  New  Hampshire"  has  un- 
loubtedly  learned  before  now.  The  present,  however, 
B  in  occasion  when  he  may  be  taught  another  lesson, 
tie  asserts  **  that  not  one  in  five  hundred  of  his  constit- 
lents  are  in  favor*'  of  petitioning  Congress  to  abolish 
iavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  We  wonder  where 
lis  constituents  reside.  Not,  certainly,  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, if  this  account  of  them  is  correct.  Such  an  asser- 
ion  is  a  libel  on  the  views  and  feelings  of  the  people  of 
his  State;  facts  and  fig^ires  will  prove  it  so. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  in  New  Hampshire,  in 
1830,  over  20  years  of  age,  was  133,313.  Now,  we  have 
ying  before  us,  from  six  towns  only,  petitions  to  which 
ire  affixed,  by  their  own  sign  manual,  the  names  of 
nore  than  TOO  individuals.  Besides  these,  there  have 
>een  procured  in  a  single  town  in  Strafford  county  the 
ignatures  of  more  than  300  legal  voters.  Another  town 
n  the  same  county  will  furnish  nearly  600,  another 
>bout  300,  and  others  upwards  of  200  each.  These 
ignatures  have  been  obtained  with  comparatively  but 
ittle  exertion.  But  these  are  not  all,  as  Mr.  Pierce  will 
ind  before  the  present  session  of  Congress  closes.  Larg^ 
)etitions  have  already  been  sent  on,  and  others  are  still 
n  circulation.  From  these  facts  we  may  safely  calcu- 
&te  that  more  than  four  thousand  persons  will  send  in 
heir  petitions,  not,  however,  by  a  dough-face  like  Mr. 
'ierce,  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia.  Let  us,  then,  test  the  correctness  of  the 
honorable  gentleman's  assertion  by  the  following  calcu- 
ation:  The  present  population  over  20  years  of  age  be- 
n?  133,313|  then  133,313  :  4,000  =  33;  thus  showing 
hat,  instead  of  only  one  in  five  hundred  being  in  favor 
>f  such  petitions,  one  in  thirty-three  have  already  signed 
hem,  besides  numerous  others  who  are  ready  to  do  the 
«arae.  if  Mr.  Pierce  '.s  as  grossly  ignorant  of  the  gene- 
**\  interests  of  his  constituents  as  he  is  of  their  feelings 
ind  views  in  regard  to  slavery,  we  advise  htm  to  res'gn 
lis  seat  immediately,  and  prepare  himself  to  represent 
jjem  by  spendin|^  the  ensuing  year  in  travelling  among 
■^em,  and  making  inqniry  into  their  condition  and 
^pinions.  If  he  should  do  this,  and  if  he  should  faith- 
>ully  portray,  in  the  course  of  his  tour,  the  various 
scenes  he  has  witnessed  at  the  capital  of  this  republic, 
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and  under  the  very  banner  of  our  freedom^the  prison- 
house  in  which  human  beings  are  incarcerated  for  the 
crime  of  color — the  auction  scene,  where  men,  women* 
and  children,  are  sold  like  brutes  to  the  highest  bidder; 
the  violent  and  ruthless  breaking  up  of  families,  and  all 
the  social  relations  of  life — the  separation  of  husband 
and  wife,  parent  and  children — the  gloomy  cofBe — the 
heart-breaking  procession  of  victims  bending  their  way 
in  chains  to  the  far  South — ^the  bloody  lash  and  savage 
voice  of  the  foul  driver — the  tear,  the  groan,  and  tne 
clanking  manacle — if  he  will  portray  all  this,  and  then* 
as  a  peroration,  recount  his  own  conduct  in  regard  to 
abolishing  the  accursed  system  of  which  the  above  in- 
cidents constitute  only  a  part,  we  assure  him,  from  our 
knowledge  of  human  nature,  that  <<his  Constituents" 
will  never  trouble  him  to  represent  them  again,  but  will 
permit  him  to  retire  in  solium  cum  digniiaie,  to  private 
life.] 

Mr.  P.  then  proceeded.  The  text  of  this  article  pur- 
ported to  have  been  taken  from  the  speech  of  an  honor- 
able member  of  that  House,  [Mr.  Sladb,  of  Vermont.] 
It  so  happeni'd  that  Mr.  P.  was  not  present  at  the  time 
that  declaration  was  made,  and  he  was  first  made  ac- 
quainted with  it  by  an  honorable  member  from  South 
Carolina,  but  it  was  then  too  late  to  do  what  he  would 
have  done  on  the  occasion,  had  he  been  present.  If  the 
gentleman  who  made  that  remark  had  any  evidence  in 
his  possession  upon  which  the  conviction  of  Mr.  P's 
error  was  made,  he  should  be  glad  to  have  that  evi- 
dence. If  not,  nntil  that  gentleman  had  associated  as 
freely  with  Mr.  P's  constituents  as  he  had  done,  and 
consequently  had  the  same  opportunity  of  knowing 
their  opinions  and  sentiments  as  he  had,  he  must  be  per- 
mitted to  take  his  own  judgment  in  preference  to  the 
gentleman's. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  was  not  mistaken.  It  was  difficult  ih 
any  case  to  prove  a  negative;  it  would  be  impossible  in 
this.  But  while  the  yeomanry  of  New  Hampshire  re- 
fuse to  entertain,  refuse  to  hear,  incendiary  lectures*  and 
while  they  refuse  to  send  in  petitions  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in,thia  District  or  elsewhere,  what  is  the  inference? 
Are  they  to  be  charged  with  a  disposition  to  invade 
your  rights  and  to  wrest  from  you  your  property  f  Sir, 
(said,  Mr.  P.,)  it  would  bea  atrange  deduction,  and  yet 
it  is  the  only  logic  bjr- which  his  constituents  could  be 
made  to  entertain  incendiary  designs,  or  their  represent- 
ative be  chaiged  with  a  false  statement.  No  age  nor 
country  had  ever  been  free  from  fanatics;  no  age  or 
country  had  ever  been  without  enthusiasts,  and  conse- 
quently no  doctrines,  however  preposterous,  would  be 
without  their  advocates,  and  none  too  visionary  to  find 
support;  and  with  equal  justice  and  propriety  mij^ht  the 
whole  people  of  New  York  be  charged  with  being  fol- 
lowers of  Matthias  as  the  people  of  New  Hampshire 
for  favoring  the  designs  of  the  Knapps,  and  Garrisons, 
and  Thompsons,  because  some  one  or  two  adherents  of 
those  individuals  might  be  found  among  them.  The 
feelings  of  his  constituents  were  strong,  and  had  been 
fully  demonstrated. 

What  were  the  remarks  for  which  he  had  been  ar 
raigned,  not  only  before  the  public*  but  before  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  States,  as  having  been  guilty  of  un- 
truth in  his  place  on  that  floor.'  What  he  said  was,  that 
there  was  no  such  disposition  among  the  people  of  his 
section  of  country  as  ihat  indicated  by  the  gentleman, 
[Mr.  Slads,]  and  that  not  one  in  a  hundred  of  Mr.  P's 
constituents  who  did  not  entertain  the  most  sacred  re- 
gard for  the  rights  of  their  southern  brethren,  and  not  one 
in  five  hundred  who  would  not  have  those  rights  protected 
at  any  and  every  hazard.  When  he  made  that  remark,  he 
did  not,  of  coarse,  intend  to  include  the  children,  who 
knew  not  what  they  did,  nor  the  ladies,  who  in  their  prop- 
er sphere  had  his  highest  respect  and  veneration.     He 
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meant  to  speak  of  the  yeomanry  of  hit  country,  the  le- 
gal voters.  With  this  qualification,  he  was  prepared 
to  reassert  all  he  said  before.  He  would  go  farther. 
Within  the  last  six  months,  as  every  one  there  must 
knovy,  the  subject  of  abolition  had  been  much  agitated 
in  public,  and  he  tiad  never  seen  yet  the  first  abolition- 
ist, man,  woman,  or  child,  within  his  knowledge,  in  the 
district  in  which  he  resided. 

Mr.  P.  also  understood  that,  since  he  had  made  bis 
statement,  a  report  had  gone  forth  from  member  to  mem- 
ber of  the  House  prejudical  to  his  character.  It  was 
this:  that  the  petitions  had  been  received  there,  and 
were  there  with  a  Urge  number  of  names  upon  them, 
praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  this  District,  and  that 
his  colleagues  and  himself  had  held  them  back.  He 
now  had  a  member  in  his  eye,  who,  he  understood,  had 
beard  that  statement;  snd  he  called  upon  that  gentleman 
to  state  how  the  fact  was. 

Mr.  HIESTERexplsiined  that  the  report  he  had  heard 
waa,  that  there  would  be  petitions  sent  on  from  the  gen- 
tleman's district,  with  four  or  five  thousand  signatures 
attached  to  them.  Mr.  H.  had  beard  nothing  of  their 
having  come  on. 

Mr.  PIERCE  said  that  was  partly  whathe  understood, 
that  petitions  had  been  signed  by  four  or  five  thousand 
names,  for  the  abolition  or  slaver}'  within  the  District  of 
Columbia.  He  sliould  regret  exceedingly  if  any  mem- 
.  ber,  or  any  man  living,  could  suppose  him  capable  of 
stating  in  his  place  in  that  House,  or  any  where  else, 
what  was  an  untruth.  Before,  however,  he  proceeded 
to  the  *<  mathematics"  of  this  article,  he  would  propound 
a  single  inquiry.  He  wanted  to  know  if  he  was  in  er- 
ror, and  If  any  gentleman  bad  in  his  possession,  or  bad 
sent  to  him,  any  petition  from  New  Hampshire,  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  this  District.'  If  he  had,  Mr.  P. 
trusted  he  would  do  him  the  justice  to  state  the  fact. 

Mr.  BORDEN  said  he  had  a  petition  of  that  character. 

Mr.  PIERCE  wished  to  see  it. 

Mr.  BORDEN  said  it  was  on  the  Clerk's  Uble,  having 
been  presented  on  a  former  day. 

.Mr.  PIERCE  wished  to  know  the  number  of  signa- 
tures on  it,  and  whether  they  were  males,  females,  or 
children? 

Mr.  BORDEN  replied  that  he  could  not  tell. 

Mr.  PIERCE  desired  the  Clerk  to  send  for  It.  He 
again  called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  article  be- 
fore referred  to.  The  editor  said  he  had  already  seven 
hundred  signatures,  and  then  went  on  to  add  that  in  all 
human  probability  six  hundred  legal  voters  would  sign 
it  in  one  township,  and  in  another  three  hundred,  in  an- 
other two  hundred,  &c.  Then,  what  does  he  do?  He 
takes  the  number  of  individuals  in  the  State  over  twen- 
ty years  of  age,  and  then  assumes  his  presumptive  divi- 
sor to  show  that  one  out  of  every  thirty-three  in  that 
Slate  were  in  favor  of  abolitionism. 

With  regard  to  the  petition  already  presented,  he 
should  have  supposed  that  it  would  have  been  sent  to 
some  member  of  the  delegation.  He  was  not  aware  that 
such  a  petition  was  here  as  the  one  lie  held  in  his  hand, 
until  since  the  abusive  article  was  read  in  the  Senate 
on  Friday  last.  It  was  from  the  town  of  Plymouth,  in 
the  county  of  Grafton,  and  was  sent  to  his  colleague, 
[Mr.  Bohns,]  then  and  now  confined  to  his  room  by 
^icknea*. 

Mr.  P.  then  referred  to  the  signers  of  the  petition, 
about  two  hundred  and  thirty  in  number,  all  of  whom 
were  females  and  children,  not  one  male  signature  among 
tbero{  and,  to  show  how  they  must  have  been  got  up, 
there  were  fifteen  signatures,  all  of  the  name  of  George; 
and  he  lesrned  from  his  sick  colleague  that  the  greater 
portion  of  them  were  children.  He  would  be  much 
.surprised  if  the  petition  presented  by  the  gentleman 
from  .Miissachusetts  were  not  of  the  same  character. 


Mr.  P.  took  that  occasion  to  state  another  (act.  Since 
he  liad  the  honor  to  address  the  House  at  an  evlj  pciiod 
of  the  sessioQ,  primary  meeting*  of  the  peopk  of  Kev 
Hampshire  had  been  held  in  every  single  cootty,  ii 
which  almost  every  township  had  been  represented, tad 
they  had  there  investigated  hia  statement*,  sod  ptatd 
upon  this  subject.  Strong  reaolutions  had  been  tdopid 
at  all  of  them  upon  this  very  subject,  with,  ts  be  b^ 
lieved,  but  three  dissenting  voices;  and  those  of  bis  oti 
county  had  been  adopted  unanimously. 

Mr.  p.  then  read  them,  aa  follows: 

Ruohtdf  That  the  reflation  of  master  sod  iIitc  a  i 
matter  exclusively  withm  the  regulation  of  tlie  Stita 
in  which  it  exista,  and  that  any  interference  by  tk 
inhabitants  of  other  States  in  regard  to  it  is  not  only  <» 
authorized  and  intrusive,  but  fiiithless  and  dishooonbie, 
as  being  against  the  letter  and  apirit  of  the  iMred  coa- 
pact  which  binda  us  together. 

Ruohedt  That  thoae  who  promote  inflammilory  dr 
cussions,  and  are  guilty  of  disseminatiiig  amon^tbcsiiie 
of  the  South  publications  the  tendency  of  whicb  sts 
excite  servile  insurrection,  are  regarded  by  us  m  penoa 
prompted  by  the  most  reckless  wickedness,  or  bjwai' 
sane  fanaticism  fully  as  mischievoua  in  its  conieqaeaca 

Let  him  ask,  then,  whether,  after  auch  an  esprcace 
from  his  own  county,  and  from  the  people  of  bis  Stiit 
generally,  he  waa  to  be  held  up  as  having  sUted  tbitn 
untrue?  After  such  testimony  aa  thl«,  wu  the  Siitek 
bad  the  honor  in  part  to  represent  to  be  arraigned  vim 
the  authority  of  a  worthleas  and  miaerable  incendiary  e^ 
itor?  Mr.  P.  tlien  referred  to  the  other  petition,  p» 
sented  by  Mr.  Boanair,  and  it  waa  found,  with  tbeci 
ception  of  about  thirty,  to  be  all  signed  by  femslts.  w 
P.  said  he  could  adduce  many  other  fiicts  that  »m 
show  conclusively  that  there  was  hardly  a  difem« 
among  the  yeomanry  of  his  State.  Mr.  P.  wai  notofrt 
charged  in  this  article  with  an  inaccuracy  of  ttatcs^' 
but  there  was  applied  to  him  an  enithet  that  hid^ 
made  notorioua  in  consequence  of  navioff  been  ustdv 
a  memorable  occasion,  by  one  of  the  ablest  debai(»^ 
any  age;  at  the  North  it  was  understood  todeitg«^<* 
"craven-spirited  man."  Mr.  P.  said  he  would  ijj* 
tentionally  injure  the  feelings  of  any  msn;  he  wo«Ui« 
provoke  an  aasault,  but  he  would  take  occasii/n  to  i^ 
his  place  there,  once  for  all,  that  if  any  gentlenancfi* 
to  Uke  that  statement  aa  correct,  he  might  put  Mr  r* 
spirit  to  the  test,  when,  and  where,  and  hov,  heplei^f 
Mr.  P.  said  he  was  too  unwell  to  proceed,  snd  be  *o^ 
conclude  by  expressing  a  hope  that  if  ever  hereaiit'' 
character  should  be  arraigned,  intentionally  ^^^TTj 
tionally,  it  would  be  upon  no  better  authority  this  ti** 
a  worthless  editor  of  an  incendiary  abolition  puo"^^ 
Mr.  PICKENS  said,  aa  to  the  paper  which  hid  ««^ 
read,  he  had  never  seen  it.  He  had  only  to  ««*[** 
the  reading  of  it  in  the  Senate  had,  he  ^^^'^ 
only  with  a  view  to  show,  presumptively,  ****  !^ 
tionists  were  more  numerous  than  an  honorable  v 
[Mr.  Hill]  declared  them  to  be.  „ 

Mr.  HAMMOND  asked  the  permission  of  the Ho^ 
to  put  a  Mngle  question  to  the  gentleman  froD  ^ 
Hampshire.  ,  .y 

It  being  objected  to,  Mr.  H.  moved  to  wx^ "" 
rulep,  and  stated  that  the  point  he  wished  \.o}W^ 
about  concerned  himself  personally.  The  moti^i 
agreed  to,  and  the  rule  was  suspended.  .  k«  m- 
Mr.  HAMMOND  then  said  he  wished  toisklwSV 
tleman  from  New  Hampshire  if  he  intended,  m*^/^ 
of  the  remarks  he  had  just  made,  to  charge,  direci';^ 
indirectly,  that  there  was  any  connexion  ^^^^^^\^ 
parties  in  this  country,  of  one  of  which  he  (*•[•.; 
a  member,  for  the  purpose  of  dissolving  the  ^^^^vj 
Mr.  PEIRCE  replied  that  he  had  not  aid  »o. »"« "^ 
not  intended  to  say  so. 
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Mr.  HAMMOND  slid  he-was  perfectly  satisfied. 
The  SPEAKER  then  announced  the  special  order, 
^ing  the  appropriation  bills. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  suspend  the  rules 
r  the  purpose  of  calling  the  States  for  petitions;  which 
as  agreed  to. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  then  presented. 

SLAVERY  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  BRIOOS  presented  a  petition  praying  the  aboli- 
^fli  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
Mr.  IVISE  demanded  the  question  of  reception,  and. 
quired  whether  it  was  the  understanding  of  the  Chair 
I  at  all  the  memorials  heretofore  presented,  and 
lose  to  be  hereafter  offered,  were,  as  a  matter  of 
Kirse,  to  be  referred  to  the  select  committee,  under 
r.    PiircKiriT*8  resolution^ 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  the  memorials  heretofore 
^ceived  had  been  referred  to  the  select  committee. 
9  it  regarded  those  to  be  hereafter  offered,  that  ques- 
9n  was  not  now  before  the  House.  The  motion  of  the 
sntleman  from  Virginia,  not  to  receive  the  present  pe- 
tion,  was  In  order. 

Mr.  WISE.inqMired  whether  it  was  competent  to  de- 
kte  his  motion. 
The  CHAHi  said  it  was. 

Mr.  WISE  said  they  could  not  turn  the  wheels  of  time 
^ekward;  an  understanding  of  the  question  of  the  abo- 
tion  of  slavery  must  be  had  now  or  never.  He  did  not 
onsider  that  the  question  of  abolition  was  settled,  or 
cMild  be  settled,  by  any  evasive  measures.  Be  it  re- 
lembered,  by  the  people  of  this  country,  that  it  was 
ot  the  people  of  the  South,  or  their  representatives, 
rho  introduced  this  subject  before  the  Congress  of  the 
rnited  States.  Be  it  remembered,  that  it  was  the  peo- 
1e  of  the  NoKh  who  got  up  abolition  petitions,  and 
iieir  representatives  who  presented  them,  that  intro- 
uced  that  subject!  and,  if  there  be  agitation  and  agi- 
fttors,  the  people  and  representatives  of  the  South  are 
ot  concerned  in  it.  They  deprecate  the  agitation  of 
list  subject  in  Congress  and  elsewhere.  The  people 
f  the  South  have  protested  against  it  in  every  form, 
•ut  still  you  will  receive  those  petitions,  refer  and  le- 
islate  upon  them;  and  it  is  time  that  the  South  were 
cling.  At  the  beginning  of  the  session,  when  the 
itates  were  first  called  for  resolutions,  be  it  remember- 
d  by  all,  that  a  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Jahvis] 
Ifered  resolutions  upon  the  subject;  and  when  the 
^hole  subject  was  brought  before  the  House  by  the 
orthern  representatives,  were  southern  men  to  be  si- 
tfnt  .^  If  the  representatives  of  the  South  had  remsined 
ilent  when  the  subject  of  legislation  upon  southern 
i^hts  was  brought  up  by  northern  representatives^  they 
irould  have  been  recreant  to  their  constituents  and  to 
he  whole  South.  Strang^,  indeed,  was  it  that  a  south- 
rn  man  should  make  a  charge  of  agitation  against  the 
South,  and  come  forward  with  an  erasive  proposition 
X  a  time  when  gentlemen  were  ready  to  give  the  south- 
•rn  people  the  resolutions  they  wished.  That  a  south- 
j-n  representative  should  have  done  so  is  astonishing, 
^nd  he  hissed  him  and  spurned  him  as  a  deserter  from 
he  principles  of  the  South. 

The  SPEAKER  called  Mr.  Wisa  to  order,  and  said 
hat  the  gentleman  must  take  his  se«l. 

Mr.  WisB  remained  standing,  and  the  SPEAKER  re- 
>eated  that  he  wu  called  to  order,  and  he  must  be 
eated. 

Mr.  WisB  still  remained  on  the  floor,  and  the  SPEAK- 
ER, in  reiterating  the  call  to  order,  appealed  to  the 
louse  to  sustain  the  decorum  of  the  body. 

Various  members  in  every  part  of  the  House  now 
•ailed  to  order,  and  Mr.  Wisb  resumed  his  seat. 

Mr.  W.  B.  SHBPARD  moved  that  the  gentleman 
lave  leave  to  proceed. 


Mr.  RICE  GARLAND  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  understood  the  usual  course  to 
be  that  the  words  of  the  gentleman  must  be  taken  down, 
and  then  he  must  be  asked  whether  he  acknowledged 
those  to  be  his  words;  and  he  moved  that  the  words  be 
taken  down,  and  the  gentleman  so  interrogated. 

The  CHAIR  said  he  had  directed  the  Clerk  to  take 
down  the  words  of  the  gentleman,  and  ttiey  would  be 
read. 

The  words  were  then  read  by  the  Clerk,  as  follows: 
**  He  hissed  him  and  spurned  him  as  a  deserter  from  tlie 
principles  of  the  South." 

Mr.  WISE  denied  having  used  those  words. 
-    Mr.  GRANGER  asked  if  the  House  must  not  then 
pass  upon  those  words,  and  sav  whether  they  were  the 
words  of  the  gentleman  or  not  f  * 

The  C  H  AI R  said  yes . 

Mr.  PATTON  said  he  must  hear  witnesses  before  he 
could  decide,  as  he  did  not  hear  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  WISE  then  asked  leave  to  explain;  which  leave 
being  granted, 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  thanked  the  House  most  kindly  for 
their  indulgence.  He  thanked  them,  and  was  gratified 
to  see  that  there  was  no  power  upon  tlie  throne,  nor 
beneath  the  throne,  that  could  tie  the  tongue  of  debate. 
He  would  not  pretend  to  sav  what  words  he  did  utter; 
but  he  would  say  what  he  did  not;  and  there  were  words 
taken  down  which  he  was  reminded  he  had  not  said. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  take  the  usual  course,  and 
that  it  would  not  mike  an  example  of  so  humble  a  per- 
son as  himself. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  understood  the  gentleman  to 
deny  the  words  taken  down;  but  if  Mr.  A.  understood 
the  gentleman  correctly,  he  said  he  was  not  able  to  say 
what  words  he  had  uttered. 

Mr.  WISE  remarked,  that  although  he  could  not  un- 
dertake to  say,  precisely,  the  words  he  had  used,  yet 
be  did  undertake  to  say  that  he  had  not  used  the  words 
taken  down. 

Mr.  PATTON  did  not  deny  the  right  of  the  House  to 
take  the  question;  but  he  could  not  vote  on  the  question, 
pro  nor  eon. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting,  be- 
cause he  was  not  within  hearing  when  the  words  were 
spoken.  He  did  not  expect  to  get  by  testimony  the 
exact  words  spoken,  with  the  context,  without  which  the 
meaning  pf  no  words  can  be  sufficiently  understood  to 
say,  certainly,  whether  they  be  in  order  or  out  of  order. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  was  under  the  necessity  of  ask- 
ing to  be  excused  from  voting  on  the  question,  because 
he  could  not  say  whether  they  were  the  words  of  the 
gentleman  or  not.  As  the  gentleman  had  denied  them, 
his  impression  would  be  that  they  were  not  his  words; 
but  the  rights  of  two  members  were  involved  in  the 
question;  the  rights  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Wisa,]  and  the  rights  of  the  member  injured  and 
insulted  if  the  words  were  used.  If,  in  denying  the  words, 
the  gentleman  had  stated  that  he  meant  nothing  personal, 
he  would  have  been  satisfied. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  did  not  know  that  he  had  a  right 
to  explain;  as  the  right  had  been  refused  him  by  the 
Chair. 

The  CHAIR  said  the  gentleman  had  a  right  to  explain 
if  he  chose  to  avail  himself  of  it. 

Mr.  WISE  thanked  the  Chair  most  graciously.  He 
meant  to  make  no  personal  attack  upon  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Pihcksixt.]  He  meant  to 
attack  his  resolution — to  maintain  the  principles  of  hit 
own  (Mr.  W's)  resolution,  and  the  principles  of  the 
South.  He  meant  to  characterize  the  course  of  the  gen- 
tleman as  treason  to  the  South.  He  did  not  attack  his 
motives;  God  only  knew  his  motives.     If  there  be  in 
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tbit  Houte  a  Judat  Itcariot,  who  hu  received  hit  thirty 
piecea  of  tilrer,  he  knew  it  not. 

Mr.  PINGKNEY  here  rose  'and  interrupted  the  re- 
marks  of  Mr.  Witi.  Sir,  said  he,  this  matter  is  pro- 
gressing rather  too  far.  I  ask  the  permission  of  the 
House  to  say  a  word  or  two. 

The  CHAIR  called  to  oider.  The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  was  in  pouession  of  the  floor. 

Mr.  WISB  continued.  He  wished  to  be  distinctly 
understood  that  he  did  not  attack  the  motives  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carotins,  nor  to  insult  him  peT' 
sonallyi  but  he  had  a  right  to  chsracterize  his  acts  in 
what  terms  he  pleased.  Mr.  W.  said  he  did  use  the  words, 
**  hiss  him  as  a  deserter  from  the  principles  of  the  Soutbi'* 
and  if  he  could  not  characterize  his  measures  in  such 
terms*  he  could  not  understand  what  was  the  freedom 
of  speech.  If  there  was  any  thing  odious  in  the  terms 
be  had  used  towards  the  gentleman,  he  disclaimed  it. 

The  CHAIR  then  rsrted  the  words  according  to  the 
terms  just  avowed  by  the  gentleman,  viz:  "  He  hissed 
him  aa  a  deserter  from  the  principles  of  the  South." 

Af^er  some  further  explanations  by  the  SPEAKER, 
in  answer  to  inquiries.by  Messrs.  WISE,  PATTON,  and 
VINTON, 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  expressed  the  hope  that  the  gentle- 
roan  from  Virginia  would  be  permitted  to  proceed. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  the  pending  question  could  not 
be  debated. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  next  attempted  to  address  the 
House,  but  he  was  called  to  order,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  W.  B.  SHE  PAR  D  withdrew  his  motion  to  permit 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  to  proceed. 

Mr.  WISE  ag^in  repeated,  that  the  worda  which  he 
had  used  were,  **  that,  in  reference  to  the  course  of  the 
member  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Pivckxst,]  he  hiss- 
ed him  as  a  deserter  from  the  principles  of  the  South, 
on  the  abolition  question." 

The  SPEAKER  decided  these  remarks  out  of  order. 

Mr.  WISE  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair, 
but  subsequently  withdrew  the  appeal. 

Mr.  BELL  moved  that  Mr.  Wisa  be  permitted  to 
proceed  in  his  remarks. 

Mr.  R.  GARLAND  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and  were  as  follows: 

Ymam — Messrs.  Ileman  Allen,  Asldey,  Bailey,  Beale, 
Bell,  Bond,  Bouldin,  Boyd,  Briggs,  Bunch,  John  Cal* 
hoon,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carter,  John 
Chambers,  Childs,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  Clark, 
Cleveland,  Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Corwin,  Gushing, 
Deberry,  Denny,  Dromgoole,  Everett,  Foreater,  French, 
William  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Jamea  Garland,  Rice 
Garland,  Glascock,  Graham,  Granger,  Graves,  Gren* 
nell.  Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hammond,  Hard,  Hardin, 
Hsrlan,  Harper,  Albert  G.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  llsynes, 
Hiester,  Holsey,  Howard,  Hunt,  Huntsman,  Ingersoll, 
Jenifer,  Joseph  Johnson,  Henry  Johnson,  Kinnard, 
Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Love,  I^ysll,  Lucas,  Lyon, 
John  T.  Mason,  Maury,  McComas,  McKay,  McKennan, 
Mercer,  Milligan,  Morgan,  Morris,  Owens,  Patton, 
James  A.  Pesrce,  Peltigrew,  Peyton,  Phillips,  Pickens, 
Pinckney,  Potts,  Reed,  Rencher,  Roane,  Robertson, 
Kussell,  William  B.  Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd, 
Shields,  Slosne,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Taliaferro, 
Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Waddy  Thompson,  Towns, 
Turner,  Underwood,  Vinton,  Webster,  White,  Lewis 
Williams,  Sberrod  Williams— 108. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  Ash,  Bean,  Beaumont,  Boon, 
Bovee,  Brown,  Bynum,  Carobreleng,  Carr,  Casey, 
George  Chambers,  Chancy,  Chspin,  Craig,  Cramer, 
Crane,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Dickerson,  Doubleday, 
Dunlap,  Efner,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  Fowler,  Fry,  Philo  C. 
Fuller,  G.iict,  Grantland,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hamer, 
Samuel  S.  Hmrrison,  Hszeltine,  Henderson,  Hoar,  Hub- 


ley,  Huntington,  Ingbaro,  William  Jackson,  Jsbez  Jack- 
son, Janes,  Jarvis,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johoia, 
Benjamin  Jones,  Judson,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Une,  Lu- 
sing,  Gideon  I^ee,  Joshua  Lee,  Thomas  Lee,  Leonrd, 
Lincoln,  Abijah  Mann,  Job  Mann,  Manning,  Harlia,  Wi 
liam  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  Utj,  McEm, 
McKim,  McLene,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Itahlenbcrg, 
Psge,  Parker,  Parks,  Patterson,  Dutee  J.  ?tmt, 
Phelps,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Schenck. 
Seymour,  Shinn,  Sickles^  Sprague,  Sutherland,  Tkybr, 
Toucey,  Turrill,  Wagener,  Waidwell,  Weeks,  Wbit- 
tiesey— 93. 

So  the  House  decided  tliat  Mr.  Wist  should  be  per- 
mitted to  proceed  in  his  remarks. 

Mr.  WISE  rose  to  addreu  the  House,  but 

Mr.  VINTON  made  a  question  of  order.  He  cos- 
tended  that,  under  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Piicksit,  iI 
was  incompetent  for  the  gentleman  fron  Virfpnttto 
raise  the  question  of  the  reception  of  this  petition— thit 
resolution  having  declared  that  all  petitJooi  vbid 
should  hereaAer  be  presented  ahoukl  be  referred  )o 
the  select  committee  appointed  on  the  subject. 

The  SPEAKER  ezpUined  the  grounds  of  bis  deci- 
sion. Under  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  Hook,  tie 
Chair  considered  that  all  the  petitions  which  had  bcrtio- 
fore  been  received  or  offered,  and  their  contenn  tfitci 
were  referred  to  the  select  committee.  The  pmrit 
petition  had  been  proposed  to  be  oflTered  for  tbe  to 
time,  and  the  Chair  proceeded  to  assign  the  tnum 
which,  under  the  peculiar  stale  of  the  case,  hsd  indued 
the  decision  that  it  was  competent  to  make  the  qu» 
tion  which  had  been  raised  by  the  gentlennn  froa  Vrr- 
ginia,  [Mr.  Wisa,]  on  the  presentation  of  this  memomi- 

The  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained  by  Mean> 
WISE,  JENIFER,  snd  PEYTON,  and  pppoied  bf 
Messrs.  BYNUM,  CHAMBERS  of  Penotylnoi. 
RRIGGS,  FRENCH,  and  HAWES. 

In  the  discussion  of  the  point  of  order,  Mr.  PlhXC- 
NEY  waa  called  upon  by  Mr.  BYNUM  to  sUte  the  ob 
jects  which  he  had  in  view  in  oflTering  his  retoktitf; 
snd  in  reply,  Mr.  P.  stated  that  he  meant  to  enbna 
all  the  petitions  which  had  been  offered,  and  whick 
should  hereafter  be  presented  or  proposed  to  be  oner- 
ed,  with  the  especial  object  of  putting  a  stop  to  i  dJ* 
cuuion  which  he  deemed  exceedingly  dangerous  to  the 
intereata  of  the  South,  and  to  the  perpetuity  of  tin 
Union.  He  intended  by  his  resolution  to  refer  ere^ 
petition  on  this  subiect  to  a^aelect  committee,  in  ordtf 
that  a  report  should  be  made,  which  woukl  bentisMc- 
tory  to  the  South,  and  acceptable  to  the  North.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  act  conaistently,  and  lew  iJl 
the  petitiona  which  might  be  offered  to  the  comflNtt^- 
If  the  decision  of  the  Chair  ahould  be  sustained,  bs<^ 
Ject  in  offering  the  resolution  woi^ld  be  fruitrsted,  v^ 
the  House  would  be  thrown  into  cunfusiom  snd  ibe  dtt* 
cussion  which  he  contemplated  to  arrest  would  be  cob* 
tinued.  Had  he  aupposed  that  this  interpreUtico  twn 
have  been  put  upon  his  resolution,  he  should  ncrer  hn 
submitted  it. 

While  on  the  floor,  Mr.  P.  hoped,  he  said,  tint » 
would  be  permitted  to  reply  to  an  unprovoked,  smtwH 
and  unjustifisble  assault,  made  upou  him  by  s  mcobtr 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wisx.]  .     , 

The  CHAiU  said  the  question  pending  wasapnAt  oi 
order  on  an  appeal  from  a  decision  of  the  Speiker. 
The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  PiscisiiJ 
could  not  be  permitted,  at  this  time,  to  reply  to  renuria 
made  on  another  subject. 

Mr.  PEYTON  suggested  that  the  gentleman  ff«« 
South  Carolina  should  be  permitted  by  the  Housed 
proceed  in  his  contemplated  remarks^ 

Objection  being  msde,  , 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  said  tbia  was  a  matter  pertooil » 


2537 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


25S8 


?E9.  16,  1836.] 


Post  Office  Dtparinunt* 


[U.  or  R. 


limself.  His  own  self-respect  would  induce  him  to  re- 
rain  from  replying  to  the  extreme  and  violent  personal- 
ties of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  unless  agreeable 
0  the  House. 

Further  objection  being  made,  Mr.  PINCKNEY  re- 
umed  his  seat. 

Kefore  any  question  was  taken  on  the  appeal  from  the 
t'  cision  of  the  Chair, 

Mr.  GILLET  (who  had  obtained  the  floor)  remarked 
hat  he  did  not  desire,  nor  did  his  constituents  desire, 
hat  the  question  of  abolition  should  be  discussed  in 
/ongress.  He  did  not,  therefore,  rise  to  make  a  speech  { 
•ut  as  the  questions  of  order  growing  out  of  the  pre- 
entation  of  an  abolition  petition  haJ  occupied  the 
louse  until  the  usual  hour  of  adjournment,  he  moved 
tiat  the  House  adjourn;  which  was  agreed  to;  and 

The  House  adjourned. 


TUBSDAT,  FSBRUART  16. 

POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
ion,  offered  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  proposing  to  take 
rom  the  files  of  the  House,  and  print,  the  letter  of  the 
ite  honorable  William  T.  Barry,  late  Postmaster  Gen- 
ral,  presented  to  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the 
ast  day  of  the  last  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Ohio,  withdrew  his  motion  for  the 
eading  of  the  letter. 

Mr.  HAWES  renewed  the  motion,  but  subsequently 
vithdrew  it. 

Mr.  EVERETT  said  he  regretted  the  necessity  that 
compelled  him  to  oppose  the  printing  the  letter  of  the 
'ostmaster  General;  he  disclaimed  all  personal  feelings. 
^Viih  that  officer  be  had  not  the  honor  of  a  personal  ac- 
juaintance,  and  against  him  he  entertained  no  unkind 
eeling.  In  the  portion  of  the  letter  read,  he  called  the 
ittention  of  the  House  to  the  following  passage:  *' When 
in  executive  Department  of  the  Government  is  thus  as- 
ailed  by  a  committee  of  a  branch  of  the  legislative  de- 
)artment,  it  is  but  an  act  of  justice,  due  to  the  Execu- 
>ve,  the  people,  and  himself,  for  the  head  of  that  De- 
lartment  to  present  the  facts  to  the  public."  The  let- 
er  is  thus,  on  the  face  of  it,  an  appeal  to  the  public 
igainst  a  report  of  a  committee  of  this  House,  and  laid 
>n  its  table  on  the  last  hour  of  its  session;  and  the  mo- 
ion  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine  is  to  ask  this  House  to 
|ecome  the  organ  through  which  this  appeal  to  the  pub- 
ic shall  be  communicated.  The  letter  asks  no  action  of 
he  House.  He  appealed  to  the  House  to  say  whether 
t  was  proper  thus  to  come  to  the  aid  of  any  one  who 
mpugned  the  acts  of  the  House  or  of  its  committee, 
fhe  press  is  open  to  all,  and  through  that  all  who  are 
njured  by  acts  of  the  House  or  its  committee  can  make 
heir  appeal  to  the  people.  On  this  ground  he  should 
>e  opposed  to  give  circulation  to  any  complaint  of  the 
people  made  through  the  House  against  the  acts  of  its 
committees. 

Mr.  £.  then  read  the  following  from  the  letter: 
"  But  many  of  the  most  important  subjects  of  com- 
jlaint  were  concealed  from  the  undersigned  during  the 
vhole  investigation,  and  were  first  made  known  to  him 
>y  the  publication  of  the  report.  The  undersigned  was 
Vequently  informed  by  members  of  the  committee 
hat  nothing  of  an  unfavorable  nature  relating  to  the 
ulminstration  of  this  Department. had  been,  so  far  as 
related  to  himself,  developed  in  the  investigation;  and 
in, no  single  point  in  which  the  committee  have  been  so 
aviah  of  their  animadversion  was  an  opportunity  given 
for  explanation  or  defence. " 

This  passage  contains  a  charge  against  the  committee 
>f  concealment — of  fraudulent  concealment;  and  also  of 
assertions  inconsistent  with  truth.      However  intended. 


it,  by  its  general  terms,  contains  charges  against  the 
whole  committee.  Mr.  E.  said  be  would  answer  for 
himself.  The  charges  could  not  with  truth  be  applied 
to  him.  He  had  neither  concealed  any  thing  from  the 
head  of  the  Department,  nor  at  any  time  made  the  state- 
ment referred  to.  He  said  be  had  no  personal  acquaint- 
ance with  the  Postmaster  General:  he  bad  no  personal 
communication  with  him  during  the  examination:  that 
no  personal  communication  from  him  was  expected. 
There  were,  however,  members  of  the  committee  with 
whom,  be  bad  no  doubt,  the  Poatmaster  General  had 
free  intercourse.  There  was  nothing  improper  in  it. 
No  injunction  against  such  communication  was  required 
or  expected  by  the  committee.  He  presumed  that,  in 
fact,  the  Department  was  informed  of  the  character  of 
the  examination  going  on  within  its  walls.  Further,  the 
committee,  from  time  to  time,  sent  resolutions  to  the 
head  of  the  Department,  not  only  for  fsctsin  relation  to 
subjects  of  investigation,  but  for  explanation,  for  the 
reason  of  his  conduct;  and  that  his  answers  were  a  part 
of  the  report.  He  appealed  to  the  records  of  the  com- 
mittee for  this  fact. 

He  did  not  believe  that  any  member  of  the  committee 
was  justly  chargeable  with  the  concealment  complained 
of;  or  that  the  Postmaster  General  could  justly  complain 
of  being  uninformed  of  the  proceedings  of  the  commit- 
tee. 

As  to  the  fact  stated,  that  members  of  the  committee 
frequently  informed  the  Postmaster  General  that  nothing 
of  an  unfavorable  character  was  developed,  &c.,  he 
would  say  that  he  gave  no  such  information  at  any  time; 
and  he  believed  he  was  enabled  to  make  the  same  dec- 
laration for  the  others  of  the  minority. 

Considering  these  charges  then,  as  unfounded,  he  could 
not  vote  for  the  printing  of  any  paper  that  contained 
them.  On  these  grounds,  then,  that  the  letter  was  a 
mere  appeal  to  the  people  against  the  report  of  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House,  a  letter  asking  no  action  of  the 
House,  and,  also,  that  it  contained  unfounded  imputations 
against  that  committee,  be  should  vote  against  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  HAWES  ssid  this  was  indeed  a  singular  proceed- 
ing on  the  part  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Smith,] 
and  in  the  discussion  of  this  question  Mr.  H.  should  nei- 
ther  spare  his  feelings,  nor  the  feelings  of  any  member 
upon  that  floor,  nor  any  one  in  that  House,  or  out  of  it,  so 
long  as  he  could  keep  himself  within  the  rules  of  order. 

In  order  that  this  Question  might  be  plainly  understood 
by  every  member  or  the  House,  he  snould  give  a  brief 
relation  of  it,  and  of  the  part  taken  by  the  gentleman 
from  Maine,  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  in  relation  to 
this  matter.  Nor  should  he  stop  here,  but  he  should  go 
on  to  expose  to  the  world  the  part  that  gentleman  had 
acted. 

It  was  generally  known  that  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
mentofthis  Government  was  considered  misnumaged,  and 
its  funds  misapplied;  and  that,  by  order  of  that  House, 
a  committee  had  been  appointed  to  investigate  its  con- 
cerns. During  the  recess  of  the  last  Congress,  he,  to- 
gether with  the  gentleman  who  had  just  addressed  the 
House,  and  other  members,  who  had  been  appointed  the 
committee  on  that  occasion,  made  a  laborious  investiga- 
tion; and  two  reports,  of  the  majority  and  minority  of  the 
committee,  had  been  made,  and  scattered  through  the 
nation.  The  people,  therefore,  were  as  well  informed 
as  to  the  facts  contained  in  those  reports  as  their  repre- 
sentatives. Afier  the  committee  had  made  their  reports, 
and  a  large  number  of  them  had  been  printed  by  order 
of  the  House,  and  circulated  throughout  the  country, 
the  then  Postmaster  General  of  the  United  States,  now 
no  more,  whose  friend  Mr.  H.  was  while  living,  and 
whose  memory  he  held  dear  now  dead,  upon  the  last 
night  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  addressed  a  commu- 
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nicatton,  not  to  ttiat  House,  but  to  the  people  of  this 
country,  justifying  himself  sninst  what  he  wu  pleased 
to  call  an  attack  mvde  upon  him  by  the  committee.  A 
proposition  was  now  made  b^  the  gentleman  from  Maine, 
that  this  communication,  which  had  been  already  printed 
in  nearly  all  the  public  journals  of  the  United  States, 
should  be  printed  by  order  of  that  House,  and  that  the 
House  should  become  the  organ  through  which  an  attack 
was  to  be  made  upon  a  committee  constituted  by  itself, 
and  appointed  by  its  Speaker.  When  the  gentleman 
first  onered  tliis  proposition,  amounting  to  no  more  nor 
less  than  that  the  House  should  subscribe  to  the  doctrines 
therein  contained,  and  thus  tear  up  the  bones  of  the 
dead,  Mr.  H.  felt  it  his  duty,  as  an  indiridual  member 
of  the  House,  implicated  in  the  charges,  and  instrumental 
in  making  the  report,  to  ask  that  gentleman  to  withdraw 
it.  Mr.  H.  did  so,  as  the  late  Postmaster  General  slept 
in  his  gnive,  and  it  was  not  the  part  of  a  friend  to  wish 
to  arraign  his  bones  sgain  before  the  people  of  his  coun- 
try. What  the  gentleman  expected  to  gain  by  this,  and 
what  he  expected  to  gain  by  an  elaborate  letter  addressed 
by  himself  [Mr.  Smith]  to  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
Mr.  H.  would  not  pretend  to  say.  If  he  wished  to  be 
considered  the  defender  of  the  dead,  Mr.  H.  would  tell 
him  he  would  fail  of  his  object.  Nothinr  of  that  kind 
could  happen,  and  the  gentleman  would  nnd,  before  he 
got  through,  that  he  had  subjected  not  only  himself,  but 
bis  asseverations,  to  an  ordeal  in  which  they  would  be 
proclaimed  as  false. 

The  CHAIR  called  the  gentleman  to  order. 

Mr.  HAWE8.  I  obey,  siri  I  beg  pardon i  1  was  led 
away  by  my  feelings. 

By  the  requirement  of  the  CHAIR,  Mr.  H.  took  his 
seat. 

Mr.  PATTON  moved  that  the  gentlennan  from  Ken- 
tucky be  permitted  to  proceed.    Agreed  to. 

Mr.  HAWBS  assured  the  House  that  he  was  unwil- 
ling, upon  any  debate,  to  trespass  upon  the  feelings  of 
House  generally,  or  upon  those  of  any  individual  mem- 
ber of  it.  But,  God  knows,  every  member  of  the  Post 
Office  committee  of  investigation  could  lay  their  hands 
upon  their  hearts  and  say  thst,  in  the  report  they  made, 
they  did  justice  to  the  Post  Office  Department,  to  the 
individual  head  of  it,  and  to  the  great  body  of  the  peo' 
pie  of  the  United  States.  When  every  individual  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  knew  they  had  done  this  justice, 
then  to  be  charred  by  an  individual  member  of  the 
House  with  partiality,  misunderstanding,  with  ignorance, 
and  with  every  thing  almost  within  tlie  human  language 
of  a  denunciatory  character,  was  more  than  he  could 
bear.  Let  him  ask,  where  did  the  gentleman  from 
Msine  obtain  the  vast  body  of  information  he  professed 
to  be  in  possession  of  in  relation  to  this  subject?  Was 
he  engaged  in  the  Post  Office  Department  day  after  day, 
week  after  week,  and  month  after  month,  rummaging 
for,  and  wading  through,  a  vast  mass  of  documfents  from 
the  commencement  of  the  Government  to  the  present 
time.^  Had  he  done  all  this,  that  he  was  to  be  permitted 
to  put  the  brand  of  falsehood  upon  the  report  of  the 
committee?  He  pronounced  the  gentleman's  own  re- 
port to  be  falie,  grossly  false. 

The  CHAIK  called  the  gentleman  to  order  for  being 
personal  to  a  member  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HA  WES  explained  that  he  was  not  then  speak- 
ing of  the  gentleman  as  a  member  of  the  House,  the 
pamphlet  to  which  he  referred  having  been  published 
before  the  present  Congress  was  tit  esse. 

Mr.  SMITH  hoped  the  gentleman  would  be  allowed 
to  proceed. 

The  CHAIR  said  the  rule  was  imperative,  which  he 
read.  The  gentleman  had  indulged  in  a  personality  to- 
wards a  member  of  the  House,  and  the  gentleman  could 
not  proceed. 


Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  South  Carolina,  appealed  froa 
the  decision  of  the  Chsir,  on  the  ground  of  itiencroicli- 
ing  upon  the  freedom  of  debate,  as  precludia^;  lUoMe 
to  statements  made  in  publications  issued,  si  tk  ok 
alluded  to  had  been,  during  the  recess  of  Congrea. 

Mr.  HAWES  briefly  explsined.  Al^er  the  Cooak- 
on  the  Post  Office  Department  had  made  their  report, 
the  ^ntleman  from  Maine  had  published  a  ptper  por- 
portmg  to  be,  if  Mr.  H.  recollected  correctly,  i  coa- 
aent  upon  that  report,  as  a  private  indifidosl,  tid  not 
as  a  member  of  that  House,  attempting  to  prore  ibt 
the  Department  was  right  and  the  committee  vron([. 
It  was  in  that  way  Mr.  H.  had  thrown  back  the  impuu- 
tion  cast  upon  the  report. 

The  decision  of  the  Chair  was  briefly  opposed  bf 
Messrs.  EVANS,  WISE,  MERCER,  and  PEYTON, 
and  sustained  by 

Mr.  SMITH,  who,  for  himself,  he  said,  had  no  objec- 
tion that  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  should  l>e  tllov 
ed  the  utmost  latitude,  8lc. 

Mr.  BYNUM  said  he  did  not  come  there  to  settle  po- 
litical  quarrels,  if  the  course  was  to  be  continwd 
which  had  been  commenced,  they  should  in  asliort  line 
have  to  come  to  the  House  prepared  to  protect  tben- 
selves  and  their  characters,  as  it  would  be  cot  of  the 
power  of  the  Chair  to  protect  them.  If  the  positM 
assumed  by  the  gentlemsn  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Pii- 
toh]  and  the  gentlenum  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Win)  be 
correct,  they  would  have  scenes  of  confusion  snd  fiolence 
on  that  floor,  before  long,  which  would  be  a  diijcrtceia 
the  country  and  to  the  American  Congress.  For  bn 
own  part,  he  must  say  that,  feeble  as  liis  health  vt<, 
whenever  he  found  that  the  Chair  could  not  protect  Ihin 
in  the  House,  he  must  come  prepared  to  protect  liiin< 
self.  He  conceived  thst,  whenever  a  remark  wu  made 
personal  to  any  member  of  the  House,  that  remark  m 
out  of  order.  Gentlemen  did  not  come  there  to  fettle 
questions  of  veracity,  but  to  do  the  business  of  the  na- 
tion. He  thought  the  House  had  seen  enough  to  be 
convinced  that  this  stste  of  things  must  be  put  an  end 
tot  snd  he  conceived  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  House  to 
sustain  the  Chair  in  his  effort  to  preserve  order. 

Mr.  BEfX  expressed  a  wish  that  the  wordi  of  ibe 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  be  Uken  down,  so  tlut  tbe 
House  might  know  what  he  was  called  to  order  for. 

The  CHAIR  said  he  was  not  bound  take  dovn  tbe 
words  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  but  he  vouM 
atate  that  he  understood  him  in  substance  to  ssy  that  be 
pronounced  a  certain  paper  false,  and  attributed  iw 
paper  to  a  member  of  the  House,  and  stated  ihattW 
member  had  been  guilty  of  a  falsehood  in  publishinf 
that  paper. 

Mr.  HAWES  said  he  was  as  much  in  favor  of  support- 
ing the  exertions  of  the  Chair  to  preserve  order  ai  ant 
member,  and  must  say  that  he  concurred  in  f^^^^ 
mark  made  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  l»^ 
BriruM.]  In  alluding  to  the  paper  published  bytte 
gentleman  from  Maine,  he  had  said  it  wss  ''froi^f 
false  i"  but  that  paper  was  neither  published  st  thcM- 
pense  of  the  Government,  nor,  by  any  member  of  tw 
House,  as  such;  and,  on  that  account  only,  he  ^'^^ 
the  Chair  took  it  to  be  a  personal  insult  to  s  member  ot 
the  House.  Mr.  H.  spoke  in  allusion  to  that  ptper. 
and  pronounced  it  false.  Perhsps  the  gentleman  J" 
not  know  it  to  be  false;  and  he  might  not  hm  written 
the  paper,  although  his  name  was  signed  to  it,  and  Mr- 
H.  had  an  idea  that  that  paper  was  not  written  by  toe 
gentleman,  but  was  written  in  the  Post  Office  Depari- 
ment,  by  an  officer  of  that  Department. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  that  the  House  give  the  gfentleiM" 
from  Maine  [Mr.  Sxitb]  leave  to  explain.        ,  ,  «,. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  he  did  write  the  psmphlct  slhid«d  \o, 
every  word  of  it,  and  was  responsible  for  it,  snd  crery 
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sentence  of  it  would  be  found  bafed  upon,  and  rapport- 
ed  by,  the  recordi  of  the  Pott  Office  Department. 

The  SPEAKER  called  for  order,  and  Mr.  S.  there- 
upon took  his  seat. 

Mr.  GILLET  objected  to  the  motion  being  received. 

Mr.  WISE  said,  as  the  gentleman  from  New  York  ob- 
jected, he  was  satisfied. 

Mr.  HAWES  believed  the  Speaker  was  right  in  call- 
ing him  to  order,  as  he  understood  his  remarks{  but  he 
again  repeated  that  he  did  not  allude  to  a  member  of 
this  House,  and  he  must  be  understood  to  be  out  of 
order  in  assailing  the  papers  of  that  member,  when  he 
acted  as  a  private  individual  in  publishing  that  paper. 

Mr.  MILLER  contended  that  the  Chair  was  perfectly 
correct,  and  that  it  was  the  duty  of  every  member  of 
the  House  to  sustain  him.  A  false  Issue  was  made  to 
the  House,  and  if  gentlemen  were  permitted  to  refer  to 
written  papers  with  the  names  of  members  of  Congress 
attached  to  them,  thev  might  attack  and  denounce  t^try 
document  published  by  gentlemen  as  false,  and,  if  that 
state  of  things  was  to  be  admitted,  you  might  as  well 
blot  out  your  rules. 

Mr.  ,WADDT  THOMPSON  called  for  the  yeM  and 

niysj  which  were  ordered. 

Tr.  PATTON  hoped  the  appeal  would  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  WISE  understood  that  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tacky  was  called  to  order,  first,  for  the  irrelevance  of 
his  remarks  to  the  subject  under  discussion,  and,  second- 
ly, for  indecorum  in  debate;  and  he  wished  to  know 
whether  there  could  not  be  a  division  of  the  question. 

The  CHAIR  said  the  question  could  not  be  divided. 

Mr.  WISE  then  asked  if  the  words  of  the  gentleman 
were  taken  down. 

The  CHAIR  said  they  were  not,  but  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wisi]  could  take  them  down, 
and  send  them  to  the  Clerk's  table  to  be  read. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  EVANS, 
WISE,  HAWES,  UNDERWOOD,  and  BYNUM, 

Mr.  GRENNELL  presented  the  following,  which  he 
believed  to  be  the  words  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken* 
tucky: 

'*  A  letter  published  during  the  recess  of  Congress, 
to  which  the  name  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr: 
Smith]  was  signed,  contained  a  statement  which  in  truth 
and  in  hex  was  grossly  false." 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  the  sppeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair,  and  decided  in  favor  of  that  deci- 
sion: Yeas  159,  nays  43. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  that  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Ha  wis]  be  permitted  to  proceed. 

Mr.  HAWES,  on  leave,  remarked  that  the  House 
having  decided  by  a  hirge  majority  that  the  words  used 
by  him  were  out  of  order,  he  submitted  cheerfullv  to 
that  decision.  So  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  would  in 
future  endeavor  not  to  infringe  those  rules  of  order  and 
proceeding  so  essential  to  the  transaction  of  the  public 
business.  If  it  should  be  the  pleasure  of  the  House  to 
permit  him  to  proceed  with  the  discussion  to-morrow, 
he  should  carefully  guard  against  any  infringement  of 
the  rules  of  order. 

The  House  determined  that  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky should  be  permitted  to  proceed  when  the  subject 
next  came  up  for  consideration. 

The  CHAIR  then  announced  the  special  order  of  the 
day. 

SUFFERERS  BY  FIRE  IN  NEW  YORK. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  execute  the  special  order  of  this  day,  and 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  Mr.  Cohhoe  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  sufferers  by  the  Ute  fire  in  New  York. 


The  question  pending  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hakbih 
to  strike  out  the  first  proviso  in  the  first  section,  which 
is  in  the  following  words: 

*'  Pro/tided^  That  those  who  are  within  the  provision 
of  this  section,  but  who  mav  have  paid  their  bonds  sub- 
sequent to  the  late  fire,  shall  also  be  entitled  to  the  ben- 
efit of  this  section,  and  that  the  said  bonds  shall  be  re- 
newed from  the  day  when  the  same  were  paid,  and  said 
payments  refunded." 

Mr.  PHILLIPS,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  rose 
and  addressed  the  committee  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman,  1  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  examine,  with 
care,  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  and  to  weigh  the  objec- 
tions which  have  been  urged  against  it.  From  an  ac- 
quaintance with  the  state  of  business,  and  the  general 
situation  of  merchants  in  the  city  of  New  Yorkf  from 
personal  observation  of  the  immediate  eflTects  of  the  re- 
cent calamity!  and  from  inquiry  into  the  probable  ex- 
tent of  its  wide-spread  consequences,  I  have  been  con- 
vinced of  the  iitaportance,  nay,  of  the  absolute  necessity, 
of  some  esrly  provision,  on  the  part  of  this  Government, 
for  the  relief  of  its  debtors  in  that  city;  and,  upon  re- 
flection,  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  not  more  the  impulse  of 
liberality  than  the  obvious  dictate  of  sound  policy  to  do 
at  least  all  that  is  proposed  in  this  bill. 

The  bill  provides  for  two  objects:  first,  the  relief  of 
such  debtors  of  the  Government  as  were  immediate  suf- 
ferers by  the  fire;  and,  secondly,  the  relief  of  all  who 
were  indebted  to  the  Government  in  the  city  of  New 
York  at  the  time  when  the  fire  occurred.  The  pro- 
posed relief  is  confined,  in  both  cases,  to  debtors  of  the 
Government,  and  consists  simply  of  an  extension,  with- 
out interest,  of  the  time  of  payment  of  bonds  eiven  to 
secure  the  duties  upon  gooas  recently  imported.  This 
relief  it  is  proposed  to  afford  in  the  largest  measure  to 
the  immediate  sufferers,  and  in  a  less  degree  to  the 
others  who  are  supposed  to  be  liable  to  temporary  em- 
barraument,  if  not  direct  loss,  from  the  necessary  con- 
sequences of  such  a  calamity. 

The  extension  of  payments  thus  provided  for  is  sn 
indulgence  which  the  Government  can  grant,  in  the 
present  state  of  its  finances,  without  inconvenience,  and, 
under  the  existing  arrangements  of  the  Tressury  De- 
partment, witliout  any  sacrifice.  Such  is  the  amount  of 
surplus  revenue  already  collected,  that,  if  these  bonds 
were  paid  at  maturity,  the  Government  would  have  no 
use  for  the  money,  snd  it  would  be  suflTered  to  lie  in  the 
deposite  banks  without  interest.  The  effect  of  the  bill 
will,  therefore,  be  to  allow  to  the  debtors  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, rather  than  to  the  banks,  the  gratuitous  use  of 
the  amount  of  the  bonds  during  the  time  of  extension. 
So  far  as  the  privilege  which  the  banks  would  other- 
wise enjoy  may  be  thus  curtailed,  they  can  have  no 
right  to  cofnplain,  since  the  use  of  the  Government  bal- 
ances that  will  still  remain  in  their  hands  must  be  more 
than  an  ample  remuneration  for  the  services  they  per- 
form. 

All  that  is  proposed,  then,  is  nothing  more  than  an 
ordinary  arrangement,  to  which,  under  various  circum- 
stances, creditors  are  often  oblijj^ed  to  accede,  from  con- 
siderations of  prudence  and  liberality.  In  this  case, 
while  there  may  be  reason  to  suppose  that,  by  refuMiig 
such  temporary  accommodation,  the  Government  might 
fail  of  securing  its  debts,  it  is  clear  that,  by  granting  it, 
it  will  afford  direct  and  effectual  relief  to  its  debtors, 
and,  in  relieving  so  many  of  them,  do  much  to  restore 
confidence  and  hope  to  a  distressed  community. 

The  relation  between  the  Government,  as  a  creditor, 
and  the  citizens  whom  it  requires  to  become  its  debtors, 
by  giving  bonds  for  duties  upon  imports,  is,  under  our 
revenue  system,  in  several  respects,  peculiar;  and  the 
course  of  the  discussion  upon  this  bill  has  shown  that  it 
is  not  sufficiently  understood.    It  differs  essentisJIy  from 
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the  usual  relation  between  creditor  and  debtor,  inas- 
much as  it  results  not  from  an  ordinary  and  voluntary 
contract,  as  between  buyer  and  seller,  but  from  a  legis- 
lative exaction,  which  creates  the  debt  without  furnish- 
ing to  the  debtor  an  imaMdiate,  but  only  a  contingent, 
equivalent.  Let  roe  endeavor  to  illustrate  my  meaning 
upon  this  point,  confining  the  illustration  to  the  case  of 
duties  secured  by  bonds.  Immediately  upon  the  arrival 
of  a  ship  in  port,  before  the  cargo  can  be  landed,  the 
importer  is  required  to  execute  bis  bond,  with  sureties, 
for  the  amount  of  duties  on  the  goods  consigned  to  him; 
and,  from  that  moment,  except  that  be  is  entitled  to  an 
allowance  for  damage  ascertained  to  have  been  incurred 
during  the  voyage  of  importation,  he  is  responsible  to 
the  Government  for  the  amount  of  bis  bond,  whatever 
losses  he  may  incur  in  landing  and  storing  the  goods,  or 
while  they  remain  in  store,  before  he  has  had  an 
opportunity  of  disposing  of  them  for  consumption  or 
export.  Should  the  goods  be  exported,  he  is  entitled  to 
a  drawback  of  the  dutyi  if  they  are  sold  for  consump- 
tion, the  duty  becomes  an  increment  of  value,  and  is  re- 
ceived back  by  the  importer  in  the  price  which  the  con- 
sumer paysfi  but  while  they  remain  in  the  warehouse  of 
the  importer,  even,  as  in  many  cases,  under  the  lock 
and  key  of  the  custom-house,  the  Government  holds  him 
responsible  for  the  duties,  against  all  risks{  and,  should 
the  goods  be  destroyed  or  lost,  will  still  exact  the  pay- 
ment of  his  bond.  Now,  it  is  obviously  of  no  advantage 
to  the  Importer  that  a  duty  is  thus  levied  upon  his  goo£, 
and  it  is  as  obviously  not  the  design  of  the  revenue  laws 
thst  he  shall  be  a  loser,  by  reason  of  his  being  held 
subject  to  the  payment  of  the  du(V|  but  the  design  is, 
that  the  payment  of  the  duty  shall  devolve  ultimately 
upon  the  consumer,  and  the  Government  employs  the 
importer  as  its  agent  for  collecting  the  duty  from  the 
consumer.  When  the  importer  hM  sold  the  goods  to 
the  consumer,  (though  he  is  obliged  to  take  upon  him- 
self the  risk  of  bad  debts,  without  any  guarantee  from  the 
Government,)  he  has  realized  a  consideration  for  his 
bond,  and  acquired  the  means  of  paying  it;  but,  until 
that  contingency  has  occurred,  he  remains  in  the  situa- 
tion of  an  agent  who,  upon  the  receipt  of  goods  on  con- 
signment, has  made  an  advance  in  cash,  or  given  an  ac- 
ceptance .to  his  principal,  without  being  able  to  avail 
himself  of  the  legal  privilege  of  the  agent  in  such  cases, 
of  recovering  from  the  principal  the  amount  of  the 
advance  or  acceptance,  if  the  goods  should  be  lost  or 
destroyed,  in  Isnding  or  in  store,  before  they  can  be 
aold. 

The  disadvantage  and  injury  to  which  the  importer  is 
thus  exposed  may  be  attributed  to  a  prominent  defect 
in  our  revenue  law»-->lhe  want  of  a  warehousing  system. 
In  England,  where  that  system,  after  many  gradual 
effurts  to  establish  it,  has  been  in  full  operation  since 
1836,  the  evil  does  not  exist.  It  is  there  provided  that 
the  importer,  upon  landing  his  goods,  msy  deposite  them, 
under  the  inspection  of  officers  of  the  customs,  in  a 
••  warehouse  of  special  security,"  as  it  is  termed,  which 
may  be  a  private  store  or  quay,  duly  licensed  for  the 
purpose,  under  prescribed  regulations;  and  the  goods 
are  allowed  to  remain  in  such  warehouse  for  a  term  of 
three  years,  subject  only  to  the  standing  bond  of  the 
proprietor  or  occupier  of  the  warehouse,  or  the  special 
bond  of  the  importer,  **  for  the  payment  of  the 
full  duties  of  importation,  or  for  the  due  exportation 
of  the  goods.  If  within  three  years  the  goods  are 
exported,  the  bond  is  discharged;  if  they  are  taken 
**  ror  home  use,"  the  duties  are  psyable  in  cash  upon 
delivery  from  the  warehouse.  While  the  goods  are 
warehoused,  the  duty  does  not  accrue;  if  they  are  lost 
or  destroyed  by  unavoidable  acciderit  in  the  warehouse, 
the  duty  ia  not  held  to  be  payable;  or  if  they  are  lost  or 
destroyed  ••in  landing  or  shipping,"  or  «•  in  the  receiv- 


ing into  or  delivery  from  the  warehooie,"  the  ditf, 
<*  payable  or  paid,"  is  remitted  or  returned.  Whiktbi 
goods  remain  in  the  warehouse,  sales  msy  be  nsde  bj 
one  party  to  another,  (the  law  prescribing  a  mode  d 
transfer,)  and  the  purchaser  auecceds  toalltbepflTtlepi 
of  the  importer;  or,  rather,  the  privilege  attacbei  to  ik 
goods,  so  long  as  they  remain  in  the  warsboiie,  «)* 
ever  ssay  be  the  changes  of  ownership  in  tke  ncsnihik. 
It  is  not  until  they  are  about  to  pass  into  immcdiatt  cm> 
sumption  that  the  duty  is  payable;  and  thus  the  ioport- 
er  has  the  opiiortunity  of  collecting  the  doty  from  tk 
consumer  before  he  is  requited  to  psy  it  to  the  Qmm 
ment;  and  it  is  only  afVer  the  goods  have  pssKd  iototk 
consumer's  bands  that  the  Government  b  released  fros 
the  riak  of  losing  the  duty,  in  consequence  of  loyw 
avoidable  accident  (by  fire  or  otherwise)  that  aitybefil 
the  goods. 

Such,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  the  design  of  the  Eng^ 
warehousing  system;  and  the  gentleman  from  Sontk 
Carolina  [Mr.  Picxavs]  will  perceive  that,  in  s  cue  Tike 
the  present,  it  would  save  harmless  (in  respeet  to  Vobtl^ 
for  duties)  most  of  the  importers  for  whose  ptrtiil  vA 
temporary  relief  this  bill  makea  provision.  Hid  tk 
English  system  been  in  operation  at  New  York,  i  ^ 
proportion  of  the  imported  gooda  destroyed  by  the  fix 
would  have  been  warehoused;  the  duty  would  not  kte 
accrued,  and  would  not  have  been  pajrabk;  tnd  the 
Government  could  not  have  been  a  gainer  byibeo- 
lamity,  as  it  now  may  be,  since  at  has  secured  the  dutf 
upon  all  gooda  which,  if  not  burned,  would  htfe  ben 
exported,  and  will  derive  an  increase  of  revenue  fns 
the  impoHation  of  goods  required  to  supply  the  pbce  of 
those  (also  burned)  which  were  intended  forcoosufflp 

I  regret,  sir,  that  the  warehouring  system  couUm^ 
long  since,  have  been  introduced  here.    A»  perfcew 
in  Engtend,  it  affords  innumerable  advantsges  to  (k 
commerce  of  the  country,  and  has  not  proved  Ittbk  o 
sbuse .    1  perceive  no  sufficient  obstable  to  iu  introdoc- 
tion  here.     The  principle  was  partially  '**"^'x,'5 
the  sixtieth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  ibeMS 
March,  1799,  providing  for  the  landing,  atoring,  w\^ 
lading,  of  the  cargoes  of  ships  ariving  from  foreign^ 
in  distress,  without  requiring  the  conngneei  io  ^ 
cases,  to  enter  the  gocAls  and  secure  the  dutj.  ^ 
allowance  of  drawback  upon  goods  imported  is  iw* 
partial  recognition  of  the  principle;  but  it  is  onlyDj 
adopting  the  system  in  its  entire  extent  that  ve  can^ 
cure  to  our  citixens  the  same  advantages  of  forrigntrw 
that  are  now  enjoyed  in  England,  as  well  also  as  at  in^ 
of  the  principal  porta  of  the  continent  of  Europe,   y^ 
fire  at  New  York  furnishes  striking  proofs  of  ibc  mw 
and  injustice  to  which  merchants  are  exposed,  from 
want  of  the  system;  and  I  shall  consder  '^^Jt 
strongest  indication  of  friendly  regard  for  the  ««««»■ 
tile  interest,  whenever  Congress  shall  see  <i^^°^!^ 
tain  a  suitable  proposition  in  reference  to  tins  obj 
I  sliall  cheerfully  vote  for  this  bill,  because  I  f|^ 
it  founded  in  the  most  equitable  principles,  snd  bed 
it  provides  for  a  case  of  suffering  of  sppailing  ^ 
tude;  and  yet  I  am  not  unawsre  that  it  »?""^'*^*2 
foundation  for  the  charge  of  partial  legislation,  in<^^^ 
as  there  have  been  other  cases,  similar  in  sU  ^^K^^ 
respects  to  this,  in  which  importers,  from  ""•^**'T, 
accident,  have  been  subjected  to  the  loss  of  goo"»  "P 
which  they  had  secured  the  duties,  and  hsve  recc^^^^ 
relief  from  the  Government.     It  is  in>po*''*l.,     [jiH 
to  any  single  case  which  exhibits  an  amount  ^^'**y^)j. 
approaching  to  what  has  been  sustained  st  ^^jV^jf 
but  I  am  safe  in  sa>ing  that  the  aggregste  of  {^ 
such  cases  as  the  Government  has  failed  to  P"'"r^,,t! 
if  it  could  be  ascertained,  would  prove  »'»»^  ""^-^1 
crs  have  been  hitherto  great  suffercn  from  the  u»J 
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iperation  of  laws  which  are  atill  in  force,  and  from  the 
rant  of  a  aystein  which  mi^ht  easily  be  established. 
The  g^entleman  from  South  Carolina*  [Mr.  Picxavs,] 
(itsapprehendinjp,  as  I  conceive,  the  relation  between 
lie  Governntent  and  the  importer,  upon  which  the  pro- 
isionsof  this  bill  are  foUnded,  has  illustrated  bis  view 
y  the  assertion  that  the  claim  upon  the  Government  is 
tie  same,  or  that  there  is  equally  no  ground  for  a  claim, 
fhether  the  sufferer  by  fire  is  an  importer  at  New  York, 
r  a  purchaser  of  imported  goods  at  Cincinnati.  The 
lovemmeht  is  clearly  under  no  obligations  to  the  deal- 
r  at  Cincinnati.  It  has  subjected  him  to  no  legitlatire 
zactions;  it  holds  him  under  no  peculiar  responsibili- 
ies;  it  sustains  towards  him  no  other  than  the  ordinary 
elation  of  Government  to  a  citizen.  It  is,  more  espo* 
■ally,  in  no  sense  his  creditor  it  has  no  demand  against 
lim  as  a  debtor)  and,  most  of  all,  it  cannot  regard  him 
«  a  debtor  of  whom  it  is  requiring  the  payment  of  a 
Icbt  for  which  it  has  given  him  no  equivalent,  and  in 
egard  to  whom  the  contingency,  upon  which  alone  de» 
tended  the  opportunity  of  his  realizing  an  equivalent, 
hrough  unavoidable  accident,  cannot  occur.  This, 
hen,  is  the  distinction  between  the  two  cases,  resulting 
rom  the  widely  different  relations  which  the  supposed 
ufTcrcrs  sustain  towards  the  Government.  When  the 
oreign  goods  pass  from  the  importer  to  the  consumer, 
[or  to  the  consumer's  agent,  the  purchaser  for  consump- 
ion,)  I  agree  that  the  duty  becomes  an  increment  of 
[aUie;  that  the  importer  then  realizes  the  equivalent 
or  what  he  has  paid  or  owes  the  Government  i  that 
rom  that  time  the  importer  can  have  no  claim  upon  the 
government,  growing  out  of  the  peculiar  relation  which 
)e  had  assumed)  and  that,  of  course,  he  cannot  transfer 
o  the  consumer,  or  his  agent,  an  equitable  right  which 
i^as  peculiar  to  himself  as  an  importer,  and  has  ceased 
o  exist.  The  purchaser  for  consumption  buys  the 
toreign  goods  of  the  importer,  as  he  would  buy  any 
Jther  gocids,  for  a  fair  consideration,  and  afterwards 
lolds  them,  as  he  would  hold  any  other  goodf,  at  his 
)wn  risk.  His  contract  with  the  importer  does  not  in- 
volve any  assumption  of  responsibility  to  the  Govern- 
ment! he  cannot  therefore  prefer  a  claim  against  the 
Government,  as  resulting  from  that  contract  i  and  there 
»  no  other  ground  upon  which  he  can  rest  a  claim. 
Whenever  the  Government  shall  return  to  a  system  of 
which  its  experience  has  been  too  unfortunate  again  to 
recommend  the  adoption,  and  shall  levy  an  excise  upon 
whiskey  before  it  has  been  removed  from  the  vats,  or, 
It  least,  from  the  warehouse  of  the  distiller  at  Cincinnati; 
»nd  when  that  distiller  can  state  the  fact  to  Congress, 
^nat,  as  one  of  the  sufferers  by  an  awful  conflagration 
which  has  reduced  to  ashes  an  extensive  section  of 
ihe  thriving  emporium  of  the  West,  he  has  been 
deprived,  by  the  destruction  of  his  property,  of  the 
"leans  of  recovering  from  the  consumer  the  amount 
ofthe  excise  which  he  has  paid  or  owes  the  Govern- 
■nent,  there  may  be  a  case  at  Cincinnati  resembling,  in 
Borne  of  its  features,  and  in  its  equitable  claims  to  the 

consideration  of  Congress,  the  present  case  at  New 
Yorlc. 

I  have  thus  far  confiTied  myself  to  a  statement  of  some 
of  the  reasons  which  irduce  me  to  regard  it  as  an  act  of 
justice,  to  make  provision  for  those  debtors  of  the  Gov- 
ernment who  have  been  immediate  sufferers  by  the 
fire — the  first  class  des  gnated  in  this  bill.  My  convic* 
tions  lead  me  to  the  co  iclusion  t!iat  the  most  reasonable 
objection  to  the  first  section  of  the  bill  is  that  it  falls 
short  of  its  proper  obj>'Ct;  and  that  it  should  have  pro- 
vided, not  simply  for  sn  extension  of  the  time  of  pay- 
ment, but,  under  suital  le  regulations,  to  prevent  fraud, 
for  the  absolute  remission  of  the  duties  upon  all  goods 
subject  to  duty  which  v  ere  destroyed  by  the  fire.  And, 
sir,  if  any  argument  applicable  to  this  case  is  to  be 
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drawn  from  that  clause  of  the  constitution  which  re- 
quires duties  to  be  •«  uniform,"  I  submit  to  the  gentle- 
man who  has  quoted  it,  [Mr.  PicKiirs,1  whether  it  is  not  * 
virtually  a  palpable  disregard  of  uniformity  to  require 
ofthe  importer,  whose  goods  perished  in  the  fire  on  the 
day  of  their  landing,  or  on  the  day  preceding  that  on 
which  (the  outward  entry,  perhaps,  having  been  lodged 
at  the  custom-house)  they  were  to  have  been  exported, 
or  on  any  intermediate  day,  so  long  as  they  remained  in 
hia  hands  undisposed  of  for  consumption  or  export,  the 
same  duty  which  has  been  paid  by  another  importer, 
who  has  received  the  duty  from  the  consumer,  and  has 
thereby  been  enabled  to  act,  as  the  law  intended  he 
should  act,  merely  as  the  agent  of  the  Government  in 
collecting  the  duty  which  is  thus  actually  paid  by  the 
consumer?  Upon  a  proper  construction  of  the  clause, 
however,  I  do  not  consider  it  as  furnishing  any  argument 
applicable  to  this  case{  and  I  suppose  it  only  designed 
to  prescribe  that  the  general  revenue  laws  shall  operate 
equally  and  alike  throughout  the  country,  without  re- 
straining the  power  of  Congress  to  make  suitable  pro- 
visions for  extraordinary  cases  arising  under  those  laws, 
as  necessity,  justice,  or  the  public  interest,  may  require. 
I  will  barely  submit,  in  this  connexion,  that,  to  ensure 
the  most  salutary  effect  to  this  and  every  part  of  the 
constitution  relating  to  the  collection  of  revenue  from 
imports,  and  to  the  regulation  of  commerce  incident 
thereto,  there  is  no  legal  provision  sn  practicable,  so 
simple,  and  certain  in  its  operation,  and  so  well  adapted 
to  exclude  cases  of  special  legislation,  as  a  warehousing  . 
system. 

It  is  my  deliberate  opinion,  for  the  reasons  which  I 
have  stated,  that  the  importers  of  '*  dutiable"  goods  de- 
stroyed by  the  fire,  and  upon  which  the  bonds  are  in  the 
course  of  collection,  may  justly  claim  a  remission  of  du- 
ties. If  the  bonds  have  been  collected,  or  if  the  duties 
were  paid  in  cash,  I  hold,  fur  the  same  reasons,  thst  the 
smount  of  duty  in  such  cases  should  be  refunded.  But, 
at  this  point,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
CaAXBSRs]  encounters  a  difficulty  which,  it  appears  to 
roe,  may  be  easily  removed.  Confining  himself  to  the 
case  of  bonds  which  have  been  paid,  he  says,  that  as  soon 
as  they  are  paid,  the  relation  of  creditor  and  debtor 
ceases;  and  that  thereupon  the  claim  of  the  importer 
upon  the  Government  expires.  Allow  me  to  suggest  to 
him,  that  though  the  bond  has  been  paid,  if  good  cause 
shall  subsequently  appear  why  it  should  not  have  been 
paidt  or  if  it  can  be  shown  that  the  consideration  for 
which  the  bond  was  given  has  not  been  and  could  not 
be  realized;  or  if,  where  the  duty  was  paid  in  cash  at 
the  time  of  entry,  the  exportation  ofthe  goods  has  enti- 
tled the  importer  to  drawback;  that,  in  all  these  cases, 
the  fact  of  payment  has  not  settled  the  account;  antl  that, 
it  may  be,  the  relation  of  creditor  and  debtor,  instead  of 
having  ceased,  has  in  effect  been  reversed — the  Govern- 
ment having  become  the  debtor  for  the  amount  pat  \  and 
the  importer,  as  a  creditor,  being  entitled  to  reclaim  it. 
The  English  law,  in  the  cases  to  which  I  have  referred, 
authorizes  the  commissioners  of  customs  to  "  remit  or 
return"  the  duties  '*  payable  or  paid;"  and  the  gentle- 
man, in  justice,  must  acknowledge  that,  when  he  can 
agree  that  the  duty  cannot  equitably  be  claimed  by  the 
Government,  he  should  be  equally  ready  to  refund  the 
money  if  it  has  been  paid,  or  to  give  up  the  bond  if  it 
has  been  secured.  He  surely  will  not  attempt  to  screen 
the  Ciovernment  from  (he  obligation  to  do  equal  justice 
to  tw  3  claimants,  similarly  situated  in  respect  to  the  merit 
of  their  claims,  merely  because  one  claimant  had  been 
obliged  or  had  chosen  to  advance  the  amount  which  he 
claims  in  cash,  and  the  other  had  been  suffered  to  sub- 
stitute his  bond;  or  between  two  claimants  similarly  situ- 
ated n  all  respects,  except  that  both  having  given  their 
bond^,  the  bond  of  one  should  happen  to  fall  due  the 
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day  beforet  and  that  or  the  other  the  day  after,  the  oc- 
currence of  an  event  which  it  ia  admitted  annuls  the  con- 
sideration for  which  both  bonds  were  given. 

Instead  of  providinfs  for  the  remission  of  daties  on 
roods  destroyed  by  the  fire,  and  for  refunding  the  money 
m  such  cases  when  the  duties  have  been  paid,  the  bill 
simply  provides  (with  the  single  exception  of  the  first 
proviso  in  the  first  section)  for  an  extenrion  of  credit  to 
the  importer*,  to  allow  them  time  to  recover  from  the 
necessary  embarrassment  of  their  present  situation i  and 
to  aflTord  them  some  advantage  in  the  saving  of  interest 
upon  the  am«Mint  of  their  bonds.  The  gentleman  from 
Vermont,  [Mr.  Evamrrr,]  regardmg  this  extension  in 
the  nature  of  a  loan,  would  charge  them  with  the  full 
rate  of  interesl.  Had  these  debtors  actually  received 
the  principal  of  their  debu  from  the  Government,  the 
charge  of  interest  might  not  be  deemed  unreasonable, 
were  it  not  that  their  unprecedented  misfortunes  entitle 
them  to  the  moat  liberal  imlulgence  usually  or  ever 
granted  under  extreme  circumstances;  but  I  submit  to 
the  gentleman  that  the  principal  of  the  debts,  that  is  to 
say,  the  amount  of  the  bonds,  has  not  been  received  by 
the  debtors,  when  the  goods,  upon  which  the  duties  have 
accrued,  have  been  deatroyed  in  their  hands  before  they 
have  been  enabled  to  dispose  of  them.  With  this  un- 
derstanding of  the  case,  I  am  sure  he  will  s^ree  with  me 
that,  if  the  Government  is  not  bound  in  equity  to  release 
the  debtors  altogether,  it  will  have  been  sufficiently  rig- 
orous  in  prosecuting  its  legal  claims  against  them  if  it 
should  allow  a  short  season  of  delay  before  insisting  upon 
payment.  I  have  already  suggested  that,  by  the  exist- 
mg  Treasury  arrangements,  if  the  bonds  were  promptly 
paid,  the  Government  would  suffer  the  money  to  lie, 
without  interest,  in  the  deposite  bsnks<  and  that,  there- 
fore, the  Government  cannot  be  a  loser  by  allowing  the 
proposed  extension.  The  gentleman  says  that  the  ar- 
rangements with  thedepostte  banks  have  not  been  made, 
and  will  not  be  continued,  with  his  consent;  and  that  he 
would  not  permit  the  use  of  the  Government  funds,  either 
to  importers  or  bsnk%  without  requiring  interest.  I 
agree  with  the  gentleman  in  all  his  general  views  in  re- 
spect to  the  mansgement  of  the  public  money;  but  I  pre* 
aume  he  has  as  little  faith  as  myself  in  the  practicability 
of  changing  the  present  system;  and  that  he  cannot  be 
disposed,  (yet  such  would  be  the  virtual  operation  of 
his  amendment,)  to  restrict  the  demand  of  interest  to 
such  sufferers  as  this  bill  provides  for. 

It  is  undeniable,  as  has  been  suggested  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Vermont  and  others,  that  the  proposed  exten- 
sion of  payments  to  the  immediate  sufferers  will  afford 
relief  unequally,  and,  in  some  instances,  in  striking  dis- 
proportion  to  the  losses  actually  incurred.  Any  provision 
which  comes  short  of  remitting  the  duties  upon  all  duti- 
able goods  destroyed  by  the  fire  must  operate  unequally; 
and  if  thia  consideration  should  lead  the  committee  to 
determine  that  it  is  more  equal  as  well  as  more  strict  jus- 
tice^in  other  words,  that  it  is  the  only  mode  of  doing 
justice — ^to  authorize  such  remission,  I  shall  be  entirely 
prepared  to  acq^uiesce  in  the  decision.  Still  I  cannot 
abandon  the  bill  m  its  present  shape,  from  an  appreben- 
aion  that  Its  beneficial  effects  will  not  precisely  corre- 
spond to  its  design  in  all  the  cases  to  which  it  may  be  ap- 
plied. We  can  pass  but  few  laws  not  liable  to  this  ob- 
jection; and,  in  respect  to  this  bill,  I  content  myself  with 
the  conviction,  that  it  will  produce  much  general  benefit, 
and  can  furnish  but  few  causes  of  complaint.  I  would 
prefer,  as  a  substitute  for  the  first  section,  tfie  provision 
in  fttvor  of  which  I  have  argued;  but  the  bill  comes  to 
us  from  the  Senate;  the  committee  who  have  it  particu- 
larly in  their  charge  do  not  propose  to  amend  it;  and  I 
am  willing,  under  such  circumstances,  to  take  it  as  I  find 
it.  I  do  so  the  lesa  reluctanily,  as  we  have  had  an  inti- 
mation that  the  provision  I  desire  may  yet  be  proposed 
n  a  separate  bill.  '     *^ 


The  second  section  of  the  bill  propoaes  to  KktetU 
the  debtors  of  the  Government  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
by  allowing  mi  extension  of  the  time  of  payneoi  of  "ill 
bonds  given  prior  to  the  fire."  This  section,  k  if 
view,  is  imperfect,  in  not  providing  for  a  snubr  indit 
gence  in  regard  to  the  pi^yasenl  of  cash  deties;  but  sil, 
so  far  as  it  goes,  I  am  disposed  to  advocste  it  qjxw  tW 
ground  of  pabGc  policy,  and  to 'regard  the  messank 
proposes  as  at  least  an  act  of  wiae  liberality.  To  jtid^ 
of  the  expediency  of  this  measure,  all  the  peculiir  cir- 
cumstances of  the  ease  deserve  to  be  considered. 

The  fire  at  New  York  lu»  been  justly  represesled  m 
a  most  desolating  calamity,  anprecedented  opos  tbs 
continent,  and  with  only  one  or  two  paralleb  in  tbe  in- 
tpry  of  the  world.  This  is  a  just,  but,  for  oar  porpov, 
too  general  a  descriptioa.  It  becomes  us  to  eonaderit 
in  its  necessary  consequences  as  a  conMiercisI  eaibv- 
rassmenl,  and,  by  inquiring  into  the  nature  and  exteit 
of  these  consequences,  to  saliafy  <Mir«elves  hov  fir « 
baa  affected  the  debtora  of  the  Government,  vho  co»- 
stitute  a  large  portion  of  the  merchants  of  the  c'riy  of 
New  York. 

What  is  tbe  city  of  New  York,  and  who  are  its  aer' 
cliants?  The  city  of  New  York  is,  far  more  diit'mctiy 
than  any  other  city,  the  commercial  emporiois  of  die 
United  Statea.  The  advantages  which  it  deriTn  fro« 
its  central  position,  and  from  its  unrivalled  iaQfilin  ^ 
communication  with  every  section  of  the  coos  17  inJ 
every  quarter  of  the  globe,  have  made  it  the  gnBdd^ 
pot  of  imports  and  exports,  the  principal  resort  of  dpt* 
chants  and  traders,  and  a  scene  of  unparalleled  enter- 
prise, industry,  and  improvement.  To  osesneipm' 
sion  which  can  hardly  be  considered  asfiir4etehedliere, 
it  is  the  seat  of  the  commercial  congress  of  the  vntm 
hemisphere,  in  which  every  State  of  tbe  Union,  md  til 
foreign  nations,  are  more  or  less  numerously  represntfi] 
by  resident  agents,  and  where  negotiations  are  jnHf 
effected,  of  sufficient  msgnitude  to  constitute  a  )e>difi$ 
item  of  the  business  of  the  world.  I  spesk  of  tbee<)T 
of  New  York  as  a  commercial  emporium;  and,  regvdnf 
it  as  such,  who  can  behold  its  situation,  or  trace  in  t», 
or  contemplate  its  destiny,  without  emotions  of  idmin- 
tion,  sstonishment,  snd  pride  ^  It  is  already  cslled  tbe 
London  of  America;  and  it  has  ceased  to  be  extnngut 
to  suppose  that  tbe  time  may  come  when  this  sppelh* 
tion  will  insufficiently  represent,  if  not  tbe  number^ 
its  inhabitants,  at  least  the  extent  of  its  comneree  im 
the  magnitude  of  its  resources. 

And  who  are  the  merchants  of  New  York?  Tbe;ir^> 
as  I  have  said,  resident  agents  from  every  foreign  w 
tion,  and  each  State  of  the  Union  can  number  toKHf 
them  the  choicest  specimens  of  one  «f  the  beit  cbi^ 
of  its  population.  80  intimately  are  they  connedn 
with  ev^ry  State,  that  perhaps  there  is  scarcely  i  P^ 
tieman  upon  this  floor  who  would  not  recognise  fo^ 
them  some  of  his  personal  acquaintances,  and  coosiw 
or  occasional  correapondenta,  or,  at  least,  nnny  ^ 
wboae  constituents  could  not  fail  thus  to  recognise  tAeiv- 
Known,  therefore,  as  they  are,  personally  or  b?  w'' 
general  reputation,  I  must  presume  that  the  JS^^^^. 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Haxd»]  doea  them  un'o''".''f^ 
injustice,  when  he  alludea  to  them  in  terms  wbicHiH 
not  conveying  a  direct  reproach,  are  adspted  to  eww 
an  unfounded  prejudice.  But,  whatever  w'y.*'"? 
object,  he  cannot  succeed  in  combating  the  P"^''^^!!^^ 
ment  of  the  country .  Tbe  merchanU  of  Nev  Tort  la^ 
an  eatablished  character  for  intelligence,  enterpn'^t^'''' 
probity,  which,  while  it  haa  been  tbe  brigbt**'  0"* 
ment  of  their  prosperity,  will  prove  to  them  the  go*"JJ^ 
tee  of  universal  sympathy  and  confidence  in  tb«  «^ 
of  thfir  adversity.  They  occupy  the  front  rsnk  o»  »»^ 
merchants  of  the  country;  and  throughout  tbecminin^ 
they  are  respected,  honored,  and  will  be  rosiw"*^ 
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s  eminent  contributors  to  the  national  welfare^  as  indis- 
ensal^le  agentj  in  the  accumuUtton  and  difTusion  of  the 
ational  wealth,  and  as  worthy  representatives  of  the  na- 
onal  character  in  the  wide  extent  of  their  commercial 
stations. 

The  merchants  of  New  York  are  and  always  liave  been 
le  principal  debtors  of  the  Government^  or  its  prin- 
ipal  agents  in  the  collection  of  its  revenue.  At  the 
ustom-bouse  in  that  city,  and  from  the  hands  of  its 
lerchants  there  have  already  been  collected  between 
vo  and  three  hundred  millions  of  dolUrs  for  the  use  of 
le  country;  more  than  one  half  of  the  imposts  regular- 
f  accrue  there;  and  upon  the  ability  and  integrity  of 
le  merchants  of  New  York,  therefore,  the  Guvernmeiit 
lust  mainly  depend  for  its  available  resources.  The 
icts  which  are  upon  the  records  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
lent  attest  that,  while  the  Government  has  always  been 
strict,  and  sometimes  an  inexorable,  creditor,  it  has  sus- 
lined  only  the  most  inconsiderable  loss  from  the  iiisol- 
ency  or  fraud  of  its  debtors  in  New  York.  Hitherto, 
ley  have  rarely  as  individuals,  and  never  collectively, 
rged  claims  to  its  indulge  nee,  but  have  promptly  and 
erupulously  fulfilled  their  en^gements;  occasion- 
lly,  too,  during  periods  of  senous  embarrassments, 
liven  now,  when  overwhelmed  with  distress,  they  ad- 
lere  strictly  to  their  obIi|^tions,  and  not  a  bond,  except 
iy  the  voluntary  permission  of  the  collector,  remains 
inpaid.  Sinpe  the  fire,  the  collector,  in  the  use  of  a 
iound  discretion,  although  in  the  exercise  of  an  author- 
ty  not  strictly  conferred  by  hw,  has  permitted  bonds  to 
ie  over,  conformably  to  a  suggestion  of  the  Secretary 
if  the  Treasury  that  some  seasonable  measure  of  relief 
night  be  expected  from  Congress.  The  present  bill  is 
lesigned  to  satisfy  that  expectation. 

Having  said  thus  much  in  justice  to  the  city  of  New 
fork,  to  the  character  of  its  merchants,  and  to  their  re- 
4tion  to  the  Government,  I  will  ask  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  some  of  the  circumstancesof  the  case  which 
lave  determined  my  own  judgment  in  regard  to  the 
expediency  of  the  provision  contained  in  tlie  second 
lection. 

The  fire  laid  waste  a  section  of  the  city  occupied  by 
he  merchants  as  a  place  of  business.     When  1  visited 
ihe  scene  a  few  days  after  the  sad  event,  I  beheld  an 
irea  of  fifty  acres  covered  wiib  smoking  ruins  and 
strewed  with  fragments  of  damaged  goods  partially  res- 
:ued  from  the  flames.    I  perceived  at  once  that  the  im- 
mense mass  of  buildings  which  had  been  thus  laid  pros- 
trate consisted  almost  entirely  of  warehouses,  the  occu- 
pants of  which  I  recollected  to  have  been  chiefly  import- 
ing merchants,  commission  houses,  or  grocers,  such  as 
were  slways  the  holders  of  heavy  stocks  of  goods,  the 
^KS^SPiLte  vahie  of  which  must  have  usually  exceeded 
ihe  largest  estimate  of  the  lost  which  is  supposed  to 
have  been  sustained.     I  was  told  that  the  work  of  de- 
struction had  been  so  rapid  that,  in  addition  to  the  loia 
of  buildings  and  goods,  many  of  the  mercliants  had  not 
been  able  to  save  their  books,  notes,  and  pspers.    Now, 
Mr.  Chairman,  viewing  this  fire  as  a  commercial  embar- 
rassmenty  I  wish  to  remark  that  no  ordinary  estimate  of 
the  value  of  buildings  and  goods  destroyed  can  convey  a 
sufficient  idea  of  the  actual  suflTering  which  has  been 
produced,  nor  even  of  the  positive  pecuniary  loss  which 
liss  been  and  is  yet  to  be  auatained.    These  sufferers 
are  almost  exclusively  merchants,  who  were  holding  a 
large  amount  of  property,  ei\joying  an  extensive  credit, 
and  engaged  in  profitable  buaincM.    In  consequence  of 
this  fire,  not  only  is  their  property  destroyed,  but,  to  a 
greater  or  less  extent,  their  credit  must  be  impaired, 
and  their  busineas»  for  a  time  at  least,  it  stopped.    All 
their  previous  engagementi^  nevertheless^  remain  to  be 
fulfilled.    The  fire,  while  it  has  destroyed  their  prop- 
erty, has  left  the  debts  which  they  owe  untouched. 


While  it  has  burned  their  books,  it  has  not  finally  balan- 
ced them.  Their  notea  and  bonds  will  still  be  produced 
against  them,  although  they  have  lost  the  record  of  their 
amount.  They  had  used  every  precaution  to  guard 
against  such  a  calamity.  Their  buildings  were  properly 
secured— some  supposed  to  be  fire  proof.  Whatever 
was  the  origin  of  the  fire,  none  of  them,  at  most  with 
but  one  exception,  are  chargeable  with  carelessness; 
and  they  had  insured  their  property  for  iU  full  value. 
But  the  inaurers  were  not  insured!  It  is  an  incident  of 
this  case,  which  distinguishes  it  above  all  others  in  the 
aggravation  of  misfortune,  that  the  first  names  inscribed 
upon  the  list  of  bankruptcies*  attributable  to  the  fire, 
were  those  of  one  half  of  the  fire  insurance  companies, 
who,  perhaps,  will  not  be  able  to  pay  upon  an  average 
above  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  demands  against  them,  and 
may  be  compelled  by  the  sUte  of  their  aflfairs  to  post- 
pone the  payment  of  this  meager  dividend  to  a  period 
too  late  to  afford  seaMnable  relief. 

Without  going  into  further  details,  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
leave  you  to  judge,  from  this  strictly  accurate  descrip- 
tion, of  the  actual  condition  of  the  merchants  who  were 
immediate  suflFerers  by  the  fire.  Estimate  if  you  can  the 
necessary  effect  of  these  combined  causes  of  suffering: 
destruction  of  property,  diminution  of  credit,  suspension 
of  business,  overhanging  debts,  failure  of  insurance- 
follow  them  out  in  their  remote  consequences,  and  con- 
tingent results,  and  tell  me  what  sura  of  money  will  suf- 
ficiently denote  the  real  extent  of  the  deplorable  ca- 
lamity?   Set  down  the  loss  of  buildings  and  goods  at 
^5,000,000,  and  consider  this  as  only  the  first  item  in 
the  account.     Estimate  tlie  value  of  the  credit  which 
such  a  capital  in  the  hands  of  merchants  in  active  busi- 
ness would  usually  command,  and  make  that  the  second 
item.    Calculate  the  accruing  profiU  of  the  business  in 
which  all  these  merchants  were  engaged,  and  also  deter- 
mine what  the  privilege  is  worth  to  so  many  merchants 
of  being  well  esUblished  in  business;  let  this  be  the  third 
item.    Conjecture  (for  it  can  only  be  conjectural)  the 
amount  of  the  sacrifices  of  property  which  the  pressure 
of  debts,  under  such  circumitances,  and  the  auspension 
of  demands  againat  inaurers,  most  occasion;  and  stop  here: 
what  is  the  aggregate?    Could  the  figures  be  cast  and 
the  sum  8Ute<C  I  think  it  would  be  sumcienttto  convince 
the  most  incredulous  thaf  the  immediate  aufferers  are 
entitled,  at  leaat,  to  the  scanty  indulgence  which  the 
first  aection  of  the  bill  provides  for  them.     I  think  it 
would  also  be  a  convincing  and  alarming  proof  tliat  such 
an  overwhelming  calamity  cannot  be  confined  to  the 
immediate  sufTerers,  but  must,  in  iU  consequences,  ex- 
tend far  beyond  them.    I  think  it  would  satisfy  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  that  such  an  amount  of  loss  may 
have  given  '*  a  shock"  to  the  business  and  credit  of  the 
whole  city;  and  I  am  sure  it  must  compel  him,  if  he  will 
undertake  to  estimate  it,  to  carry  hia  conceptions  far  be- 
yond his  ordinary  standard  of  magnitude  in  money  mat- 
ters, and  quite  aa  much  beyond  the  range  of  hia  previoua 
acquaintance  with  the  nature  and  extent  of  commercial 
transactions. 

When  the  ravagea  of  the  fire  had  ceased,  and  the  in- 
habitants began  to  recover  from  the  bewildering  sensa- 
tions of  terror  and  alarm  which  at  the  instant  overcame 
them,  how  did  they  regard  their  general  altuation?  They 
saw,  aa  they  were  collected  on  the  spot,  that  though 
only  a  section  of  the  city  had  been  destroyed,  the  whole 
community  was  doomed  to  suflTer  by  the  calamity;  tbat^ 
though  the  wound  waa  local,  the  stroke  of  the  destroyer 
had  been  aimed  at  the  heart;  that,  though  it  was  an  easy 
matter  to  complete  the  list  of  immediate  suflferers^  it  waa 
difficult  to  know  where  to  begin  or  where  %o  end  in 
enumerating  the  many  and  many  others  who  could  nol^ 
escape  uninjured.  The  merchantft,  more  especially* 
insUotly  perceired  that  not  one  of  their  number  waa  a 
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disinterested  spectator  of  such  a  scene  of  mint  but  that, 
connected  as  they  were  by  mutual  interests,  and  bound 
together  by  reciprocal  obligations  the  consequences 
which  would  result  from  such  a  destruction  of  property, 
and  a  corresponding  prostration  of  credit,  and  conae* 
quent  suspension  of  business,  muat  affect  them  all.  The 
dense  cloud  of  smoke,  ascending  from  the  spot  to  which 
the  fire  was  confined,  bad  overshadowed  the  whole  city, 
intercepting  for  a  time  the  bright  beams  of  the  returning 
sun;  and  these  merchants  felt  that  a  heavier  cloud  of  dis- 
trust and  embarrassment,  produced  by  the  miafortunes 
of  the  immediate  aufferers,  was  fast  gathering  over  them 
all,  threatening  to  blakt  the  gilded  prospect  of  the  near 
future,  and  the  precursor  of  events  which  might  involve 
them  all  In  temporary  distress.  They  felt  at  once  that 
it  was  their  common  duty  to  prepare  for  the  worst.  The 
impulse  of  sympathy  with  their  neighbors  was  blended 
with  the  instinct  of  self-preservation.  In  the  manifesta- 
tion of  mutual  confidence,  in  the  readiness  of  each  to 
sustain  every  other,  in  that  spirit  of  accommodation  to 
circumstances  which  belong  to  the  mercantile  charac- 
ter, they  proceeded  to  provide  for  the  emergency.  To 
guard  against  the  unavoidable  acarcity  of  money,  and 
the  consequent  difficulty  of  meeting  such  of  their  debts 
as  were  approaching  maturity,  tliev  appealed  to  the 
banks  to  co-operate  in  all  practicable  measures  of  re- 
lief, and  they  imparted  the  force  of  public  opinion  to 
the  obligation  of  creditors  to  grant  indulgence  to  their 
debtors,  by  the  extension  of  payments.  They  called 
upon  the  Bank  of  the  United  Ststea  to  apply  all  the 
means  within  its  ditposal  for  their  accommodation «  tbev 
called  upon  the  city  government  to  create  stock  which 
might  be  made  available  capital <  they  invoked  the  State 
Government  for  its  prompt  and  liberal  interposition  in 
various  acta  of  legislation;  and  they  appealed  to  the 
General  Government  to  assume  its  just  share  of  loss,  to 
postpone  the  collection  of  its  superfluous  revenue,  and 
to  give  such  a  direction  to  ita  finances  that  they  might  be 
rendered  more  contributory  to  their  immediate  benefit. 

I  am  convinced,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  none  who  have 
made  due  inquiry  into  all  the  circumstances  of  their  situ- 
ation can  suppose  that  the  merchants  of  New  York  have 
acted  with  a  greater  degree  of  foresight  or  vigor  than 
the  occasion  required.  Fortunately  for  them  the  fire 
occurred  at  a  season  of  the  year  which  afibrds  almost 
their  only  respite  from  the  pressure  of  business,  and 
they  were  enabled  to  avail  themselves  of  a  brief  leisure 
to  concert  and  attempt  to  execute  their  plana.  The  ef- 
forts which  they  have  made  are  memorable  proofs  of 
Dianly  fortitude  and  dauntless  perseverance,  which  de- 
serve, if  they  should  not  achieve,  succeu.  They  illustrate 
a  public  character  which  is  entitled  to  universal  admira- 
tion. They  indicate  a  determined  purpose,  which,  if 
any  thing  can,  will  sustain  them  in  their  most  unequal 
struggle  with  adversity,  and  enable  them  to  start  forward 
with  redoubled  energy  upon  a  prosperous  career. 

The  crisis  of  their  fate  is  still  impending.  The  extent 
of  the  calamity  is  not  yet  developed  in  its  results,  and  a 
period  ia  approaching  which  must  put  to  the  severest 
test  their  ability  to  support  themselves.  Independently 
of  their  own  fruitful  sources  of  embarrassment,  the  signs 
of  the  times  indicate  a  fearful  tendency  of  events  to  sg- 
gravate  and  multiply  the  dangers  of  their  situation. 
What  is  the  state  of  thinga  in  tlie  country  at  large? 
Greatly  brightened,  I  delight  to  acknowledge,  by  the 
cheering  intelligence  which  we  have  this  day  received, 
but  still  sufficiently  perplexed  to  deserve  anxious  con- 
sideration. A  year  or  unexampled  prosperity  has  closed, 
and  another  year  has  commenced,  of  which  they  who 
survive  its  termination  may  be  obliged  to  render  a  dif- 
ferent account.  A  year  has  commenced  fraught  with 
reaulU  whicli  nmst  leave  a  durable  impression  upon  the 
polittcul  and  financial  condition  of  the  country.    Never 


were  men  of  business  more  unprepared  for  sudden  re> 
verses  and  severe  pressure,  and  yet  never,  perlupi,  bi 
there  been  more  signal  occasion  to  apprehend  b<i4 
The  overtrading  of  the  past  year,  the  rage  for  wild  spec- 
ulation, the  abused  spirit  of  enterprise,  hsre  led, ait 
would  seem,  to  almost  erery  conceivable  nisppTici^ 
of  capital,  in  whatever  form  it  exists,  and  to  sn  exteiwA 
of  the  system  of  credit  to  so  dangerous  sn  extreme  tbt 
it  Is  difficult  to  imagine  any  mode  of  rescue  rroo  lite 
evils  which  it  must  produce.  The  present  ittle  of  the 
money  market  affords  some  Indication  of  whstmayjtt 
be  expected;  and  let  any  member,  who  hu  the  oietAscf 
forming  a  correct  judgment,  turn  his  attention  to  ik 
general  aituation,  at  the  present  moment,  of  men  i 
business,  and  of  the  many  who»  in  the  use  of  the  bm^ 
unheard-of  expedients,  and  under  the  impube  of  (k 
maddest  passion  for  adventure,  have  forced  their  pn- 
jecls  and  extended  their  transactions  so  vsslly  beywd 
the  views  and  purposes  of  men  of  buvness,  properifio 
called;  let  him  endeavor  to  form  some  ides  of  the  m- 
precedented  financial  demands  of  the  comin|^  yeir.  ot 
the  engagements  to  be  met,  the  contracts  to  be  kMd, 
the  notes  and  bonds  to  be  paid;  let  him  conadertbe 
strained  condition  of  the  State  banks,  and  the  neceiwy 
eflTects  of  the  approaching  dissolution  of  the  Btnkoftje 
United  SUtes,  unless,  indeed,  they  are  to  be  obTttted^ 
a  modified  resuscitation  of  that  important  ins6tut>oP; » 
him  anticipate  the  various  vicissitudes  which  osusi^rPf^ 
cede  and  follow  a  diminution  of  the  value  of  the  lei(fiB( 
staples  of  the  country  and  a  general  depreciation  of  res 
and  persona]  property;  let  him  notice  the  conseqaencrt 
already  experienced  at  New  Orleans  of  a  sospeiaioa  d 
the  trade  with  Mexico;  let  him  bear  in  mind  the  ^ta- 
gencies  to  which  all  branches  of  our  foreign  tnaeiR 
consUntly  liable;  and  then  let  him  judge  of  the  inii«j 
ence— the  combined  influence,  aa  it  may  P">^*'"^ 
these  causes  of  commercial  embarrassment  upon  ^ 
atraitened  condition  of  the  merchants  of  New  York.  W 
him  then  decide  whether  the  circumsUnces  are  not,  ff 
may  not  be,  aucb  as  to  justify  this  Government  """J^ 
ing  to  iU  debtors,  and  all  ita  debtors,  in  that  diitreMQ 
city,  the  same  measure  of  indulgence  which,  amo^ 
themselves,  no  creditor  is  sufficiently  regsrdletf  ofw 
honor  or  his  interest  deliberately  to  refuse.  Let  bin  «• 
cide  whether,  when  all  their  other  applicstion*  fof  j* 
sistance  have  been  freely  granted,  their  rciori  to  iw 
General  Government  ahall  be  ctildly,  and  sternly,  w 
harshly  repulsed.  Let  him  consider  whether,  when  tse 
stroke  which  has  fallen  so  heavily  upon  thstcityjoov 
versatly  regarded  aa  a  national  calamity,  and  ^^^J\ 
that  can  be  done  for  her  relief  must  be  slike  rrgtfdeB 
as  a  national  benefit,  he  will  aasume  the  respont>bii|tf « 
deciding  that  this  Government  may  safely,  vA  w*^ 
and  honorably,  poatpone  the  claims  of  itt  ^^^^^J^JZ 
refuse  to  listen  to  the  united  and  urgent  tppcaH^" 
many  of  its  citizens.  .  ^ 

I  have  already  noticed  some  of  the  objections  that  pi<^ 
been  urged  against  this  bill:  there  are  others  whrchiwy^ 
supposed  to  deserve  consideration.  The  g*"*'^""'!^!; 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Hardiv,]  with  his  chsrscterist»c  p"^fj 
nets,  commenced  an  atUck  upon  the  bill  *>^™'^!J^ 
proved,  he  had  become  acquamted  with  iti  pro^^ 
and,  in  the  use  of  his  accustomed  weapons  of  »f^^ 
and  invective,  endeavored  to  array  against  it  the  uo 
ly  influence  of  sectional  and  political  prejudice.  l^S^ 
cing  at  his  objections,  let  me  respectfully  .RigK5''%j, 
that,  if  it  be  the  misfortune  of  these  deWori,  n  WW 
not  their  fault,  that  the  city  in  which  they  rw»  ^^ 
come  the  principal  depository  of  the  P"*»^'^ '**''"'c|.|jje 
that  the  Government  dots  not  roske  the  »«i  P!v,|,rf 
use  of  iU  funds  which  are  there  collected,  n  '<  ^^^ 
misfortune,  it  surely  is  not  their  foul*,  ^^'^  ^"^ ?.!tk)nt 
which  theysre  cilisens  possesses,  under  the  coi»^^" 
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i  rtM  share  of  political  influeneei  and  that  thiainfluencep 
lere  and  elsewhere,  has  been,  and  la  likely  to  be,  applied 
o  purposea  which  that  gentleman  doea  not  approve. 
Jpon  thisoccaiion.  heou^t  to  remember  that  the  claim 
>reKnted  for  hia  consideration  is  one  totally  disconnected 
vith  political  or  sectional  considerations— the  simple, 
isked,  and  (as  I  bad  hoped  all  would  regard  it)  indis- 
mtable,  irresistible  claim  of  the  sufferers  by  an  unpre- 
iedented  calamity,  who  claim  no  other  service  at  his 
lands  but  such  as  is  due  to  the  circumstances  to  which 
his  calamity  has  reduced  them.  He  ought  to  reroem- 
ler  that,  if  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  revenue  if,  and 
Dutt  continue  to  be,  collected  and  deposited  in  the  city 
»f  New  York,  it  is  of  great  importance  to  the  interests 
f  the  Government  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  general 
mbarrassment  and  distressi  one  consequence  of  which 
rill  bp,  to  endanger  the  security  of  the  present  depos- 
tes,  and  greatly  to  enhance  the  risk  of  bad  debts,  in  re* 
pect  to  the  bonda  which  remain  unpaid.  He  ought  to 
emember  that,  upon  the  prosperity  of  New  York,  the 
ccruing  resources  of  the  Government  are  immediately 
lependent)  and  that,  whatever  the  Government  may 
tow  do  for  the  temporary  accommodation  of  the  mer« 
;hants  of  that  city  will  be  more  than  repaid  to  the  na- 
ional  Treasury  by  the  future  results  of  their  persevering 
nd  successful  enterprise.  The  gentleman  also  owes  it 
0  himself,  to  his  constituents,  and  to  the  country,  not  to 
orget  that  all  aectional  interests  are  merged  in  the  wel- 
are  of  the  great  commercial  metropolis  of  the  Union. 
le  should  not  forget  that  such  are  the  indissoluble  rela- 
ions  of  New  York  to  all  parte  of  the  country,  that  they 
nust  share  in  its  prosperity  and  misfortunes.  He  should 
tot  forget  that,  directly  or  indirectly,  the  planters,  man* 
ifscturers,  and  traders  of  Kentucky  have  always  some* 
hing  at  stake  in  New  York}  and  that  he  fails  to  consult 
heir  interests,  and  must  be  presumed  to  oppose  their 
vishes,  when,  in  a  time  of  the  greatest  need,  he  refuses 
o  extend  the  helping  hand  of  the  Government  for  the 
elief  of  those  with  whom,  by  all  the  ties  of  mutual  de- 
pendence, his  eonsiituenta  and  the  people  of  the  whole 
reentry  are  thus  intimately  connected.  I  am  sure,  sir, 
hat  I  do  not  give  to  this  consideration  an  andne  impor* 
snce.  I  am  sure  that  neither  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
ucky,  nor  any  other  gentleman  who  will  allow  himself 
0  exercise  a  practical  judgment  upon  thia  view  of  the 
ubject,  will  disagree  to  the  conclusion  that  the  business 
if  New  York  is,  in  eflfect,  the  business  of  the  whole  coun- 
ryt  and  that  a  sudden  interruption  and  extensive  de- 
ingement  of  the  business  of  that  city  will  prove  a  check 
0  the  prosperity  of  the  whole  country. 

The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  [Mr.  Pbarcb]  has 
tsked  his  ingenuity  to  produce  popular  objections  to 
he  object  of  this  bill,  and  has  perhaps  been  more  suc- 
«ssful  than  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  in  exciting 
he  prejudicea  of  some  members  againat  it.  He  has 
>roTed,  I  think,  that  the  title  of  the  bill  is  not  sufficientlv 
Icfinite,  but  has  erred  in  supposing  that  the  object  which 
le  consideres  to  be  implied  in  the  title  is,  or  ought  to  be, 
(cognised  in  our  legislation.  The  provisions  of  the  bill 
^re  designed  to  extend  the  indulgence  of  the  Govem- 
nent  to  thoae  who  are  its  debtors  in  the  city  of  New 
Pork,  and  exclusively  to  such  as  are  its  debtors.  It  pro- 
poses to  afford  them  the  same  indulgence  which  othe  r 
creditors,  under  similar  circumstances— >whicb  other  cred- 
tors  in  New  York,  at  thia  moment— have  extended  to 
heir  debtors.  If  it  were  proposed,  if  it  were  expedient, 
o  attempt  to  relieve  all  sufferers  by  the  lire,  without 
tference  to  the  peculiar  relation  which  some  of  them 
iistain  to  the  Government,  the  gentleman  would  do 
ight  to  vindicate  the  claims  of  such  as  are  not  now  pro- 
vided fort  and,  if  the  bill  were  designed  to  be  merely 
n  set  of  charity,  he  might  properly  argue  that  the  mer- 
wants  of  New  York  are  the  lut  who  should  receive,  as  he 


must  well  know  they  are  the  last  who  would  accept,  the 
bounty  of  the  Government.  But  when  the  gentleman 
perceives  that  the  aingle  object  of  the  bill  (which  I  agre« 
ought  to  be  expressed  in  itsl^tle)  is  to  make  an  equita* 
ble  proviaion  for  the  debtors  of  the  Government,  as  sucb^ 
he  can  hardly  consider  it  a  justifiable  mode  of  defeating 
thia  object,  to  attempt  to  asperse,  not  their  character, 
but  their  occupation,  and  to  inveigh,  not  at  all  against  the 
equity  of  their'cUims,  in  reference  to  the  grounds  upon 
which  alone  the  claims  are  urged,  but  in  a  strain — I  will 
not  say  of  vulgar  abuse— but  of  unmerited  censure, 
against  the  necessary  incidents  of  the  rank  in  society  to 
which  the  circumsUnces  of  these  debtors  have  entitled 
them.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  recent  fire  has  furnish- 
ed many  cases  of  such  as  are  not  debtors  of  the  Govern* 
ment,  whose  claims  to  sympathy  and  relief  are  quite  as 
strong  as  the  gentlenun  represents  them{  and  I  hope 
and  believe  that  those  claims  will  be  cheerfully  recofl> 
nised  by  all  to  whom  they  can  be  properly  addressed. 
It  ma^  be  fortunate  for  such  sufferetv  that  the  Govern- 
ment is  not*  one  of  the  creditors  to  whom  they  must  now 
sppeal  for  indulgence,  but  that  they  have  only  to  resort 
to  their  neighbors,  the  merchants,  for  the  ready  acqui- 
escence of  the  facilitiea  they  need.  Yes,  sir,  to  the  abu- 
sed apd  denounced  nterchants,  upon  whom  the  trade** 
men  and  mechanics,  so  warmly  and  deservedly  eulogi- 
zed by  the  gentleman,  are  immediately  dependent  for 
credit  and  employment,  and  in  whose  stability  (to  which 
the  propoaed  relief  may  prove  essential)  the  only  hopes 
t>f  these  tradesmen  and  mechanics  are  directly  and  deep- 
ly involved.  Let  me  advise  the  gentleman,  then,  to 
conaider  whether  be  can  do  a  greater  injury  to  the 
very  class  of  whose  interesU  he  aspires  to  be  regarded 
as  the  especial  advocate,  than  by  acting  himself,  and  en« 
deavoring  to  persuade  the  committee  to  act,  upon  the 
supposition  that  their  interests  can  be  otherwise  than  in- 
juriously affected  by  whatever  ia  calculated  to  excite 
distrust,  and  to  produce  ill  will,  and  to  direct  the  foroe 
of  the  most  illiberal  prejudice  against  their  only  patrons 
and  their  best  friends.  Let  him  consider,  further, 
whether,  at  thia  critical  moment,  when  the  working 
classes  of  New  York  have  their  all  at  stake  upon  the 
ability  of  the  mcrchanta  to  recover  from  the  disaster  which 
threatens  to  overwhelm  them,  he  will  not  prove  himself 
the  true  friend  of  the  working  classes,  by  advocating, 
upon  this  occaaion,  in  reference  to  their  proper  object, 
the  claims  of  the  mercbanta. 

The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  makes  it  another 
cause  of  complaint  against  the  bill,  that  it  not  only  pro- 
vides for  the  relief  of  those  who  are  almoat  exclusively 
merchants,  but  that  some  of  them,  also,  do  not  happen 
to  be  American  citizens.  My  anawer  to  thia  objection 
is,  very  briefly,  that  they  are,  nevertheless^  debtors  ot 
the  Government,  and,  as  such,  entitled  to  share,  with- 
out discrimination,  in  whatever  policy  the  Government 
may  see  fit  to  adopt  towards  its  debtors.  It  is  the  hon- 
orable characteristic  of  our  commercial  system,  that  it 
offers  every  facility  for  the  introduction  or  foreign  cap- 
ital; that  it  invites  to  our  ports  the  ships  and  the  mer- 
chants of  all  nations,  (who  do  not  refuse  to  reciprocate 
the  privilege,)  and  that.  In  the  distribution  of  burdens 
and  benefits,  it  makes  no  distinction  whatever  between 
citizens  and  foreigners.  New  York  has  been  built  up 
by  the  aid  of  foreign  capilsl  and  enterprise (  the  reve- 
nue which  has  been  there  collected  haa  been  always 
contributed,  in  a  considerable  measure,  by  foreigners  or 
their  agentsi  and  since,  as  the  gentleman  represents^ 
the  recent  calamity  has  fallen  so  heavily  upon  the 
French  and  other  foreign  houses  established  in  the  city, 
the  statement  of  that  fact  affords  a  sufftcient  reason  for 
extending  to  them  whatever  benefit  they  may  gain,  as 
debtors  of  the  Government,  from  the  general  operation 
of  the  bill. 
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The  s^ntleiMii  from  Khode  Isitml  hM  iMde  an  elabo- 
rate invealigation  of  precedents,  and  has  shown,  very 
conolusiTely,  that  thev  do  not  exhibit  a  unifom  practice 
of  the  Oovemmentt  but  t^,  deciding  every  case  upon 
its  own  merits,  and  with  more  or  leas  oonsidefation. 
Congress  has  sometimes  fpranted  and  sometimes  refused 
appneations  somewhat  similar  to  this.  From  the  num- 
ber of  such  precedents,  and  from  the  fact  that  previous 
decisions  have  been  thus  contradictory,  I  can  readily  in- 
fer that  there  is  an  inherent  delect  in  the  existing  laws, 
which,  as  I  believe,  and  have  slated,  can  only  be  reme- 
died by  the  introduction  of  the  warehousiog  system, 
under  which  such  cases  could  not  oocurt  but,  as  the 
precedents  do  not  establish  a  general  rule,  and  as  the 
present  ease  is  marked  by  oiroumstanoea  in  many  re- 
spects unprecedented,  I  do  not  see  any  thing  that  should 
deter  us  from  the  exercise  of  an  independent  judgment 
in  deciding  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  grounds  another 
objection  upon  the  fret  that  the  relief  afforded  by  this 
bill  IS  so  inconsiderable  that  it  cannot  be  desirable.  It 
is  indeed  fortunate  for  the  merchants  and  for  the  Gov- 
ernment that  the  ftre  did  not  (»ccur  a  few  years  sooner, 
when  almost  all  imported  goods  were  subject  to  duly, 
and  in  many  instances  a  very  heavy  duty,  and  when  of 
course  the  average  amount  of  bonds  remaining  unpaid 
must  have  vastly  exceeded  the  sum  which  is  now  paya- 
ble. If  the  amount  of  dutiee  upon  goods  destroyed 
by  the  fire,  instead  of  being,  as  it  is,  less  than  a  million 
ofdolhirs,  hid  not  been  lemlhan  five  millions,  and  if  the 
amount  of  duties  upon  other  goods,  payable  at  the  mo- 
ment, instead  of  being  between  three  and  four  millions,  had 
not  been  less  than  (meen  or  twenty  millions,  I  agree  that 
tbe  magnitude  of  the  claims  of  the  public  debtors  would 
have  been  such  that  the  Government  must  have  yielded 
to  the  necessity,  the  uncontrollable  necessity,  of  the 
most  liberal  and  extraordinary  measure  of  relief.  Still, 
the  duty  of  the  Government  is  not  to  be  strictly  measu- 
red by  the  magnitude  of  the  claims;  and,  if  it  were,  I  can 
deduce  no  other  conclusion  from  the  gentleman's  prem- 
ises than  that,  under  the  existing  circumstances  of  this 
case,  we  ought  to  do  far  more  than  the  bill  proposes  ■ 
a  conclusion,  to  ray  the  least,  manifeatly  incompatible 
with  the  gentleman's  avowed  determination  to  do 
nothing. 

The  relief  afforded  by  the  bill,  I  am  free  to  admit, 
doea  not  correspond  to  the  exigency  of  the  case.  I  hope 
tlwt  still  more  may  be  done;  especially  that  another  bill 
for  the  remission  of  duties  upoa  goods  burned  msy  be 
reported  and  passed,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas* 
unr  may  give  auch  a  direction  to  the  public  funds  already 
collected  and  constantly  accruing  at  New  York,  as  to 
make  them  available  for  the  greater  accommodation  of 
the  mercantile  community,  from  whom  these  funds  have 
been  derived.  An  enlightened  policy  seems  to  me  to 
justify  and  require  such  an  administration  of  the  finan- 
ces at  the  present  moment;  and  its  results,  I  am  well  per- 
suaded, must  be  extensively  and  permanently  beneficial. 
I  say,  then,  let  all  this  be  done,  and  let  this  bill  be  pass- 
ed, in  the  first  instance,  as  a  measure  of  simple  justice 
and  manifest  expediency,  and  as  an  earnest  or  the  dispo- 
iition  of  Congress  to  sanction  the  other  measures  which 
should  succeed  It.  Let  this  bill*  at  least,  be  judged  and 
decided  upon  its  own  meritb;  and,  if  there  remains  no 
other  objection  to  it  than  that  it  does  not  afford  sufficient 
relief,  let  that  objection  be  removed,  as  has  been  just 
■uggested,  by  furtlier  legislation,  and  by  the  arrange- 
ments of  the  Tressury  Department. 

The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  does  not  exagger- 
ate the  influence  and  importance  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  'i-hai  city  sustains  a  relation  to  the  Government 
and  the  country  which  gives  her  a  right  at  all  times  to 
cbim  from  both  the  most  favorable  considtralion.    At 


the  prtaenl  moment  her  call  upon  the  GofenaKnt,  vft- 
cially  warranted  by  the  circumstances  of  her  atabgn, 
is  enforced  by  numerous  and  atmultsneoos  deooHta- 
tions  of  the  approbation  of  the  country. 

It  U  not  the  call  of  New  Yor^  akme.  Ph&ddpb 
liaa  seconded  the  call  with  a  spirit  worthy  of  the  nae 
ahe  beara.  Baltimore  has  instructed  her  repreiestibic 
to  sustain  her  honor  by  supportii^  any  pruiicableae» 
urea  of  relief*  Boston,  speaking  for  llsaichuietu,bi 
invoked  tbe  members  from  that  State  toa  TikegncfM 
oo-operation.  The  memorial  of  New  Orleans  ■  (he  ip» 
taneous  and  emphatic  utterance  of  the  voice  of  the  Ws 
It  is  not  the  call  of  New  York  alone;  but  efery  vbeir, 
along  the  coast  and  througtiout  the  interior,  vherm 
there  has  been  an  expression  of  public  synpt^i  ^  * 
coupled  with  an  earnest  appeal  to  Conpvss.  U 
us  answer  the  appeal  by  an  act  that  shsU  be  worthy  d 
the  constituted  guardians  of  the  natkmal  intereitividtiie 
national  honor. 

When  Mr.  P.  had  concluded,  on  aotioa  ef  Mf 
GRAVES,  the  committee  rose,  and  the  Speaker  kriif 
resumed  the  chair, 

Mr.  C  AMBRBLENG  moved  that  the  ssid  bill  beaide 
the  special  order  for  tomiorrow  at  1  o'clock;  viuckfi 
agreed  to. 

The  House  then  sdjourned. 


Wbdhssoat,  FxaxuAXT  17. 
RBMOVAL  OF  CRBBK  INDIANS. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  asked  the  consent  of  tbe  Howia 
submit  the  following  resolution,  which  was  read  for » 
formation: 

Reeohed^  That  the  Committee  on  Indisn  Af&in  be 
instructed  to  inauireinto  the  expediency  ofadfl^ 
measures  for  the  immediate  removal  of  the  Creek  Iiditf 
to  the  allotted  territory  in  treaty  of  the  24th  of  Mud 
1S33* 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  swd,  in  offering  the  resolaiiom^ 
waa  influenced  from  circumstances  and  evests  vbiefa » 
recently  transpired  between  a  portion  of  the  citiiesi" 
Georgia  and  the  Creek  lndians«  and,  ahhougti  ttot 
had  been  a  partial  adjustment  of  tbe  difliouhiet  l>et«ra 
the  commanding  officer  in  that  quarter  (General  )^ 
Dugald)  and  some  of  the  principal  chieis,  yet  be»> 
assured  there  were  many  turbulent  and  diuiTedfid^ 
diansof  tbe  nation  who  oould  not  be  controlled,  indv«B 
continue  to  commit  their  depredations  on  our  cintf^ 
and  keep  them  in  a  continued  state  of  aknn  tnd  exc^ 
ment.  Mr.  G.  said  he  had  just  been  sppriied,  t«^ 
that  tbe  Bxeootlve  of  the  State  had  found  it  oecM." 
organise  a  battalion  of  volunteers,  fortheimncdatt*' 
fence  and  protection  of  our  citizens  in  that  qutftcr.w 
great  expense  of  which  might  well  be  conceived;  bst^' 
due  to  that  section  of  the  State  that  it  shouki  be  d^ 
and  he  was  gratified  to  find  such  a  messure  m^ 
promptly  accepted.  But,  Mr.  G.  said,  he  felt  ntova 
permanent  peace  and  security  would  never  be  ptrt 
our  frontier  citisens,  until  there  was  afinsl  rtnortloii^ 
whole  nation  to  tbe'ur  allotted  territory  under  tbe  tiat; « 
1834»  and  it  was  with  this  view  he  offered  the  rffow^ 
suggesting  the  inquiry,  and  felt  assured  thatsoflWiDCtf^ 
might  be  adopted  by  the  present  Congresi  ^°I!IL^ 
faction  to  our  justly  excited  and  exaspersted  ^^ 
zens,  and  enable  them  again  to  pursue,  in  pesoe  tindti*^ 
quillity*  their  usual  avocations;  he  therefore  f>^f^^ 
House  would  vote  for  the  adoption  of  the  «*>*VV5 
some  immediate  action  might  be  had  on  tbe  "''U^.u 

The   SPBAREU  reminded    the  g^n^l^^rT,^ 
resolution  was  not    before  tbe  House,  ><~  ^r|.^. 
consent  of  the  House  to  ita  reception  mnstbeftni 
tained  before  it  could  be  delwted.  ^^  . 

i      Objection  being  made,  Mr.  GLASCOCK  nioTea 
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ttpension  of  the  rule,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  submit 
s proposition;  which  wts  negatired. 

SUSPENSION  OF  THE  RULES. 

Mr.  R.  M.  JOHNSON  moved  to  toapend  the  nilea,  for 
e  purpose  of  considering  the  bill  providing  for  the  pay- 
cnt  of  the  volunteera  ai^  military  corps  in  the  service 
'the  United  States}  which  waa  negatived. 
Mr.  JOHNSON  subsequently  moved  to  suspend  the 
lies  in  order  to  enable  him  to  submit  a  motion,  making 
e  foregoing  bill  the  special  order  for  one  hour  to-mor- 
iw  morning,  after  the  reception  of  reports  from  com- 
ittees. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  moved  to  amend  the  motion,  so  as  to 
elude  the  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
tates  to  accept  the  aervice  of  volunteerai  which  waa 
(pitived. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  agreed  to:  Ayes 
L3,  noes  38. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  then  submitted  the  motion  indicatedi 
hich  was  carried. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  moved  to  suspend  the  rules 
nttl  one  o  clock,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  petitions, 
ccepting  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
*iitrict  of  Columbia)  which  was  negatived. 

CAPTAIN  NATHAN  HALE. 

Mr.  JUDSON,  from  the  select  committee  on  that  sub* 
;ct,  moved  to  take  up  the  joint  resolution  in  relation 
>  the  monument  proposed  to  be  erected  to  the  memory 
r  Captain  Nathan  Hale,  for  the  purpose  of  reading  it  a 
scond  time  by  its  title,  and  committing  it;  which  was 
jreed  to. 

The  resolution  waa  then  read  a  second  time;  when 
(r.  JUDSON  moved  that  it  be  committed  to  a  Commit* 
!e  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  Union. 

Mr.  VIKTON  moved  to  commit  the  resolution  to  a 
ommittec  of  the  Whole  House.  He  deprecated  the 
ractice  of  sending  ordinary  matters  to  the  Committee 
n  the  state  of  the  Union.  He  was  not  opposed  to  the 
resent  resolution,  but  had  made  the  motion  to  refer  it 
)  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  in  order,  if  possi- 
le,  to  arrest  the  improper  practice  to  which  he  had  re* 
!rred. 

Mr.  JUDSON  adverted  to  the  patriotic  chsracter  of 
ie  resolution,  and  urged  the  propriety  of  the  motion 
hich  he  had  submitted.  He  regretted  that  the  gentle- 
ttn  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Vixtox]  ahould  have  aelected 
iiis  resolution  as  the  occasion  upon  which  to  oppose 
'hat  that  gentleman  considered  an  improper  practice 
'hich  had  obtained  in  reference  to  the  mode  of  pro- 
eeding  upon  measures  before  tlie  House. 

Mr.  EVANS  coincided  in  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
lan  from  Ohio.  In  the  oresent  instance,  he  contended 
list  it  waa  incompetent  /or  the  gentleman  from  Connec* 
cut  [Mr.  Jvssov]  to  submit  this  motion,  under  the 
uthority  of  the  select  committee  raised  on  the  subject 
eferred  to.  Thst  committee  had  reported.  Their 
unctions  had  therefore  ceased. 

The  hour  devoted  to  morning  buainess  having  expired, 
he  Chair  announced  the  special  order,  being  the  bill  for 
he  relief  of  the 

SUFFERERS  BY  FIRE  IN  NEW  YORK. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENO,  the  House  then 
esolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Whole  on  the 
tate  of  the  Union,  and  took  up  the  said  bill. 

The  question  pending  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  HAmniv 
0  strike  out  the  first  proviso  in  the  first  section,  which 
%  in  the  following  words: 

** Provided,  That  those  who  are  within  the  provisions  of 
his  section,  but  who  may  have  paid  their  bonds  subse- 
luent  to  the  late  fire,  shall  also  be  entitled  to  the  bene- 
it  of  this  section,  and  that  the  said  bonds  shall  be  renew- 


ed from  the  day  when  the  same  were  paid,  and  said  pay- 
ments reminded  .^ 

Mr.  GRAVES,  who  wu  entitled  to  the  ioor,  address* 
ed  the  Chair  to  the  following  eflRect: 

Prom  the  latitude  allowed  those  who  have  preceded 
me  in  this  debate,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  considered  out 
of  order  in  me  to  speak  to  the  merits  of  the  whole  biH. 
I  have  enterUined  the  opinion,  since  the  first  Introduc- 
tion of  this  bill,  that  we  could  not,  in  aecordbnoe  with 
sound  policy  and  correct  principles  of  legislation,  graaS 
the  relief  propoaed  hy  it  to  the  unfortiinate  vietlma  of 
this  most  unprecedented  calamity;  much  leas  extend  the 
operationa  of  the  bill,  aa  proposed  in  the  second  seetion» 
to  all  aueh  merchanta  aa  are  not  included  in  the  first, 
and  who,  though  they  had  suffered  no  loss  b^  the  hito 
fire,  were  Indebted  to  the  Government  for  duties  at  the 
port  of  New  York,  by  bonds  that  fell  doe  prior  thereto. 
Laboring  under  the  influence  of  that  aknost  universal 
sympathy  which  was  pervading  the  community  for  t^ 
objects  of  this  affliction,  I  have  felt  a  strong  and  aineero 
desire,  if  I  could  consistently  with  my  convictions  of 
duty,  to  give  ray  aupport  to  this  bill(  yet,  although  I 
have  given  a  moat  patient  and  impartial  hearing  to  all 
that  has  been  said  in.sopport  of  it,  my  opinions  remain  uh- 
changed.    The  honorable  member  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  pHiLLivs,]  who  bat  addressed  the  committee,  in  a 
very  elaborate,  able,  and  truly  eloquent  speech,  baa 
occupied  all  the  grounds,  in  my  humble  conceptidn, 
that  can  be  urged  in  support  of  this  measure,  and  that, 
too,  in  a  manner  most  peculiarly  felicitous.    The  first 
section  of  the  bill  provides:  **That  the  collector  of  the 
port  of  New  York  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized,  aa 
he  may  deem  best  calculated  to  aecure  the  intereata  of 
the  United  Statea,  to  cause  to  be  extended  (with  the 
assent  of  the  sureties  thereon)  to  all  persons  who  have 
sufftted  loss  of  property  by  the  late  conflagration  at  that 
place,  the  time  of  payment  of  all  bonda  heretofore  given 
by  them  for  duties,  to  periods  not  exceeding  three,  four, 
and  five  years,  in  equal  instalmenta,  from  and  after  the 
day  of  payment  specified  in  the  bonds;  or  to  allow  the 
said  bonds  to  be  cancelled,  upon  giving  to  the  said  col- 
lector new  bonds,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  the  aaid  collector,  for  the  sums  of  the  former 
bonds,  respectively,  payable  in  equal  instalments,  in 
three,  four,  and  five  years,  from  and  after  the  day  of 
payment  specified  in  the  bonds  to  be  taken  up  or  can- 
celled, as  aforesaid  I  and  the  aaid  collector  is  hereby 
authorized  and  directed  to  give  up  or  cancel  all  such 
bonds  upon  the  receipt  of  others  described  in  this  act| 
which  last-mentiontd  bonds  shall  be  proceeded  with  in 
all  respects  like  other  bonds  which  are  taken  by  collect- 
ors for  duties  due  to  the  United  States:  Provided,  That 
those  who  are  deaigned  to  be  relieved  by  this  section, 
and  who  may  have  paid  their  bonds  subsequent  to  the 
late  fire,  ahall  also  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  sec- 
tion, and  that  the  said  bonds  shall  be  renewed  from  the 
day  when  the  ssme  were  paid." 

The'second  section  provides  **  that  the  collector  of  the 
port  of  New  York  ia  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to 
extend  the  p^ment,  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  first 
section  of  this  act,  of  all  other  bonds  given  for  dutieaat 
the  port  of  New  York  prior  to  the  late  fire,  and  not 
provided  for  in  the  first  section  aforesaid,  for  six,  nine, 
I  and  twelve  montha,  from  and  after  the  day  of  payment 
specified  in  the  bonds:  Provided,  however^  That  nothing 
contained  in  this  act  shall  extend  to  bonds  which  had 
fallen  due  before  the  seventeenth  of  December  last." 

I,  Mr.  Chairnsan,  gave  my  undivided  and  most  special 
attention  to  each  and  every  position  taken  by  that  hon- 
orable gentleman  in  the  progress  of  his  argument,  and 
propose,  as  briefly  as  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit, 
to  review  such  of  them  as  bear  upon  the  real  merits  of 
this  question.    Before,  howereri  I  proceed  to  a  con- 
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■tderation  of  the  arguments  of  that  frtntleman,  allow  me 
to  remark  that  we  hare  been  required  to  act  upon  this 
iubjeet  rather  in  the  darkf  that  we  have  had  no  oAeial 
information  as  to  the  extent  of  the  relief  asked.  We 
have  to  rely  on  the  verbs!  information  of  the  friends  of 
this  measure,  who,  f  suppose,  have  it  from  those  who 
are  asking  relief,  and  who,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  would 
feel  no  interest  in  maf^ifying  the  amount  upon  which 
thej  ssk  indulgence  without  interest,  and  who,  because 
of  their  interest,  would  be  held  in  all  legal  tribunals  as 
incompetent  witnesses.  Taking,  then,  the  account  of 
the  friends  of  the  bill  em  correct,  the  first  section  of  it 
embraces  bQnds  for  about  #700,000,  and  the  second  sec- 
tion about  #3,000,000.  Predicating  my  calculation 
upon  this  information,  I  find  interest  on  those  bonds,  at 
the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  renewable  annually 
from  the. time  they  respectively  fall  due  up  to  the  pe- 
riod to  which  it  is  proposed  to  extend  the  credits, 
amounts  to  something  upwards  of  #318,740;  an  amount 
neater  than  is  required  to  pay  the  two  hundred  and 
forty  three  members  of  this  House  for  one  hundred  and 
sixty  dsys,  and  sufficiently  large,  especially  when  taken 
into  consideration  in  connexion  with  the  importanoe 
of  the  principle  involved,  to  induce  this  House  to  ex« 
•mine  well  into  the  subject,  and  weigh  well  the  proba- 
ble effect  and  consequence  of  such  a  precedent  upon 
the  future  legislation  of  this  House. 

We,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  fully  apprized,  are  most  del- 
icately and  peculiarly  situated  in  reference  to  this  as  well 
as  all  other  claims  that  come  before  us;  we  occupy  the 
attitudes  both  of  party  and  Judge;  and,  whilst  we  should 
be  Careful  not  to  let  self-interest  bias  us  on  the  one  side, 
we  should  not  be  less  careful  to  see  that  we  are  not 
driven  into  error  on  the  other  hand  from  too  great  an 
apprehension  of  doing  injustice  to  the  applicants.  But, 
sir,  let  us  now  proceed  to  consider,  in  detail,  the  argu- 
ments of  the  friends  of  this  measure.  The  honorable 
member  from  Massachusetts,  as  has  been  remarked, 
having  covered  all  the  grounds  taken  in  support  of  this 
bill,  I  will  confine  myself  particularly  to  his  remarks. 

The  first  ground  taken  by  htm  is,  that  the  Govern- 
ment has  such  an  amount  of  surplus  revenue  now  in  its 
Treasury,  that  it  would  have  no  use  for  the  money  if 
the  bonds  were  collected,  and  tliat  it  would  be  suffered 
to  lie  in  the  deposite  banks  without  interest.     Is  it  true, 
Mr.  Chairman,  that  this  Government  has  no  use  for 
money  at  this  time?    Is  it  true  that  the  different  States 
in  this  Union  have  already  done  for  themselves  all  that 
can  be  done,  in  the  way  of  promoting  the  interest  and 
bsppiness  of  their  citizens,  and  that  they  are  now  reclining 
at  their  ease  in  consequence  of  having  nothing  to  do 
calculated  to  advance  the  public  good?    I  humbly  con- 
ceive not.    Look  abroad  in  the  land,  and  what  do  we 
see?    Within  the  last  year  or  two,  the  public  spirit  of 
our  fellow-citizens  seems  to  have  received  a  new  im- 
pulse in  almost  every  quarter  of  this  vast  republic.     A 
new  era  seems  to  be  bursting  on  us.     The  people  are 
•roused  to  their  own  best  interest.     We  see  the  differ- 
ent States,  situated  on  the  different  extremes  of  this 
vast  Union,  contemplating  and  moving  in  the  work  of 
connecting  themselvea  with  each  other  by  inland  com- 
munication that  literally  conquers  space.     We  see  the 
Legislatures  of  the  different  States  providing  for  works 
of  internal  improvement  upon  a  scale  that  is  truly  wor- 
thy of  a  free  people.     They  are  not  contracting  loans 
cf  thoussnds  and  tens  of  thousands  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this,  that,  or  the  other,  little  local  improve- 
ment, but   of  tens  of  millions,  for. objects  embracing 
the  improvement  of  the  whole  extent  of  their  territory. 
Never,  in  the  history  of  this  Government,  was  there 
«ich  a  spirit  of  enterprise  abroad.     Never  was  there  a 
time  when  there  was  such  a  demand  for  money  on  the 
part  of  the  different  SUtes,  for  their  respective  im- 


provements, as  the  present;  and  are  we  to  be  told  i 
nave  no  use  for  the  mone^  in  the  public  Tressuryl 

I  readily  agree  that  it  is  better  that  these  impoftiii 
merchants,  who  are  engaged  actively  hi  enterprab 
commerce  that  adds  to  the  wealth  of  the  nation,  ibsoi 
bold  this  money,  which  belongs  in  cooHnon  totbeau 
the  rest  of  their  fellow-citizens^  without  intemt,  tte 
that  the  deposite  bank%  in  whose  vauhs  it  is  to  I 
placed,  should  be  allowed  to  fatten  and  grow  rich  ( 
the  interest  paid  them  by  the  people,  for  the  mart  jr 
cious  privilege  of  using  their  own  money.  Butli 
not  willing  to  stake  the  fate  of  this  bill  on  this  iaue. 
is  not  the  true  issue.  I,  for  one,  sir,  intend  lo  iefi 
late  upon  this  and  every  other  subject  csJcahted  to  i 
feet  our  finances,  with  just  as  strict  an  eje  toecoaoa 
as  though  I  knew  this  Congress  intended  to  obey  tli 
voice  of  the  people  in  their  demand  for  an  eqtui  it 
tribution  of  the  surplus  revenue  among  the  Sutei 
am  not  yet  prepared  to  anticipate  a  fiulure  of  tliis  an 
important  measure. 

Government  is  a  moral  person,  posseaing,  ia  lefe 
enee  to  its  property,  all  the  natural,  moral,  nd  }fp 
rights  of  a  private  individuali  eveiy  citizen  consttoto 
a  component  part  thereof,  and  his  right  in  erery  N 
that  belongs  to  the  Government,  whether  it  b«  ia » 
public  lands  or  bonds  upon  importers,  or  in  vbitc*(j 
the  right  of  property  can  exist,  though  smalt  iii  p»o^^ 
size,  yet  bears  the  same  proportion  to  the  entire  ik^ 
which  one  bears  to  the  number  of  citizens  in  tbiiG'' 
ernment,  and  is  just  as  perfect  and  unqueitioMbi« ' 
though  the  right  to  the  entire  thing  wss  vettn)  mh^-^ 
and  the  ssme  policy  which  is  observed  in  the  M^^ 
cerns  of  a  wise,  prudent,  humane,  and  jurt  pn«*  * 
dividual,  should  control  and  regulate  the  finincni  (?^ 
rations  of  every  Government,  where  the  imerwt  va 
happiness  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people  srethe|*> 
mount  considerations.  Hence,  we  should  »d(f}* 
same  process  of  analysis,  the  same  rules  of  in«$itg»'*| 
in  arriving  at  the  relative  rights  of  the  Govemmeni,  »^ 
such  of  its  citizens  as  are  embraced  by  the  proT>^^ 
of  this  bill,  as  though  it  were  a  matter  between  m  ^ 
dividuals.  ,  ^ 

His  second  ground  is,  that  it  is  the  *n**'^'*  ?J  Ji 
Government,  acting  as  a  prudent  creditor,  to  '^^^ 
proposed  credit,  in  order  the  better  to  secure  «n««» 
lection  of  her  debts.  The  Government  hoWi «« ^^ 
of  its  citizens  for  duties^  snd  when  they  Wlaii*''^ 


a  riglit  to  expect  payment,   without  some 


sufB^ 


cause  against  it.  The  merchant,  in  the  P'**''^ 
stsnce,  says  to  his  Government,  you  hold  my  ^^  ^\ 
oivsuch  a  day,  for  such  an  amount,  fordatiei;  i^^ 
unexpected  misfortune,  I  am  in  some  degree  crjv 
In  my  commercial  operations,  and  it  will  be  Y^^  iJ 
to  indulge  me  for  four  years  after  my  bonds  become  jj 
without  interest,  in  order  that  your  debt  ^^^^gt 
belter  secured.  Ought  not  the  Government  io»ci»J2' 
other  prudent  creditor,  and  say  to  its  debtor,  X^^l 
give  me  some  evidence,  in  addition  to  yo"''^'"*"f!||| 
tion,  that  it  is  my  interest  -thus  to  act?  Would  «<>' JJJi 
prudent  private  creditor  require  other  proof  tw  n 
statement  of  his  debtor,  before  he  would  tfiui  rjJJI 
for  four  years  the  time  of  the  payment  of  hii  d^  • 
tiiat,  too,  without  interest?  Deing,  then,  ^^^ 
without  proof  that  it  is  its  interest  to  extend  IM  ^ 
I  think  the  Government  on  this  account  alooe  oug 
to  do  it.  .   f  1^ 

I  will  conclude  my  remarks  upon  this  bwncn  ^^^ 
subject  by  asking  whether  it  is  supposed,  %*"*^,s 
of  this  bill,  that  one  of  those  importen  would  t^^^ 
extend  a  credit  of  four  years,  without  '"^•^'**  •  'vef 
price  of  a  quantity  of  goods  purchased  of  niffl  ^  '^ 
York  by  a  merchant  from  Louisville  or  Cmcinwj^^  ^^^ 
lost  by  the  purchaser  in  descending  the  riveri  or  ) 
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Abolition  offlaTeiy;  (fee  Slavery.) 

Adjournment,  reiolulion  for  fixing  the  day  of,  taken  up, 
962;  adopted,  981. 
day  of  adjournment  fixed  for  the  4tb  of  July,  1780. 

Alabamat  a  bill  for  the  better  organization  of  the  dia- 
.trict  court  of  that  State,  13. 
pre-emption  righ'ts(  a  report  on  the  memorial  of  the 

Legislature  of  that  State,  731. 
and  Mistisitppi  five  per  cent,  fund;  a  bill  to  carry 

into  effect  the  compacts  of,  1458;  pasaed. 
resolution    authorizing    the  President  to  cause 
rations  to  be  issued  to  supply  sufferers  from 
Indian  hostilities,  1537;  laid  on  the  table,  1593. 

Alexandria  I  memorial  on  the  financial  condition  of  that 
town,  46. 

Appropriation  bill  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expeniea 
of  the  Government  for  the  year  1836;  read 
twice,  and  referred,  1349;  taken  up,  1399; 
passed. 

Appropriations  for  the  navy  for  1836,  1378;  taken  up, 
1396;  passed. 

Appropriations  for  the  army  for  1836,  1413)  read  three 
times,  and  passed. 
Indian  department,  1458;  passed,  1739. 
to  carry  into  effect  certain  Indian  treaties,  1938} 
passed. 

Arkansu,  a  message  from  the  President,  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  convention  in  that  Territory,  to 
form  a  constitution,  783. 
a  bill  to  provide  for  the  admission  of  Arkansas 

into  the  Union,  934;  passed,  1056. 
do.  io  addition  to  the  above  act,  1577;  passed. 

Army  of  the  United  States,  resolutions  respecting,  386. 
do.  for  the  religious  instruction  of,  391. 
bill  to  increase  the  military  peace  establishment, 
1657;  rejected,  1757;  psssed,  1854. 

Arinories,  arsenals,  &c. ;  a  bill  to  establish  them,  1883; 
passed. 

Bayard,  ti&e  Hon.  Richard,  from  Delaware,  took  his  seat 
in  the  place  of  Mr.  Naudain,  resigned,  1848. 

Bennett,  Caleb  P.,  the  memorial  of  citizens  of  Delaware, 
praying  for  hia  pension  to  be  continued  to  his 
widow,  1643. 

Bond  and  Douglass,  Colonels,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representativea  of  their  widows,  1350; 
pused,  1354. 

Bourtoulin  Count  a  resolution  authorizing  the  purchase 
of  bia  library;  rejected,  1694. 

Brahan,  John;  report  of  the  Secretory  of  the  Treasury, 
in  answer  to  a  resolution  on  the  subject  of  mo- 
ney paid  by  the  legal  represenUtivea  of  the 
late  General  Brahan,  to  the  United  States  dis« 
trict  attorney,  1898. 

Bullion  for  the  mint;  a  bill  to  supply  the  mint  with  bul* 
lion,  1090. 

Carey  &  Lea's  History  of  Cortg^ress;  a  joint  resolution 
proposing  a  subscription  for  it,  614;  referred. 

Cfttlett,  Charles  J.,  a  bill  for  his  relief;  passed,  1873. 

Chapbin,  Rev.  Mr.  Higbee  elected,  43. 
ChocUw  lands;  a  resolution  proposing  to  suspend  the 
sales  of  these  lands,  1413. 
reservations;  (see  Pre-emption  eilotms.) 
treaty;  a  bill  for  adjustingc  ertain  claims  under 
the  14th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rab- 
bit creek,  1936;  laid  on  the  toble. 
1 


Colonization  Society;  a  petition  from  citizens  of  Ken- 
tucky, recommending  the  society  to  the  favor- 
able notice  of  Congress,  1901. 

Columbia,  District  of,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  several 
cities,  466,  964;  taken  up,  1449;  passed,  1453. 
Documentary  History  of;  a  resolution  authorizing 
Che  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to  collect  and  pub- 
lish such  a  work,  498;  referred, 
resolution  to  authorize  the  commissioner  to  rent 
out  the  public  grounds,  be,  1154. 

Committees,  standing;  the  Senate  proceeded  to  their 
election  by  ballot,  11. 

Congress;  a  resolution  proposing  that  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee inquire  into  the  expediency  of  fixing,  by 
law,  the  commencement  and  close  of  every  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  43;  sgreed  to,  45. 
a  bill  to  appoint  a  day  for  the  annual  meeting  of 

Congress,  1649;  psssed. 
above  bill  returned,  vetoed  by  the  Presidenf,  as 

confiicting  with  the  constitution,  1757. 
the  subject  taken  up,  1859,  1878;  bill  rejected, 
a  bill  to  fix  a  day  for  the  annual  meeting  of  Con- 
gress, 1880;  indefinitely  postponed,  1908. 

Constitution;  a  resolution  to  amend  if,  so  as  to  provide 
for  a  distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue,  59. 

Constitutional  currency;  a  bill  to  re-establish  the  curren- 
cy of  the  constitution,  1745. 

Cumberland  road;  a  report  from  the  Secretory  of  War, 
on  the  construction  of  the  road  in  Indiana  and 
Illinois,  34* 
a  bill  to  continue  the  road  as  proposed,  390;  ta- 
ken up,  615;  passed,  811. 
a  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  do.,  4633. 

Custom-house  officers,  a  report  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partment concerning,  34. 

Dade,  Msjor,  petition  in  favor  of,  referred,  613. 

Dauphin,  Pennsylvania,  memorial;  (see  FVte  negroei,) 

Defence  of  the  frontiers;  a  bill  reported  to  accept  the 
services  of  volunteers,  1385. 

Delaware  breakwater;  a  bill  making  additional  appropri- 
ations for  it,  1938;  passed. 

Deposite  banks;  amotion  to  print  extra  copies  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury's  statement  of  their  af- 
fairs, 839;  agreed  to,  847. 

District  banks;  a  joint  resolution  in  relation  to  them,  63. 
a  bill  to  extend  the  charters  of,  1577;  passed, 
1730. 

Duties  on  imports;  a  bill  to  repeal  the  duty  on  certain  ar- 
ticles, 704. 
wines;  a  bill  to  suspend  so  much  of  the  discrimi- 
nating set  as  relates  to  the  Portuguese  islands, 
&c.,  1133. 
importo;  a  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  imposing 
duties  on  imports,  1387. 

Electioneering  agents;  a  resolution  calling  on  the  Seore- 
tanr  of  War  for  information  as  to  the  office 
held  by  B.  F.  Curry,  in  the  Cherokee  nation, 
178. 

Executive  patronage;  (see  Qfieen,) 

Expunging  resolution;  notice  given  that  it  would  shortly 
be  called  up,  733;  taken  up,  877;  again,  1593; 
kid  on  the  toble,  1598. 

Florida  post  roads;  a  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  ca- 
tablishment  of  certain  post  roads,  613. 
railroad;  a  bill  to  authorize  it  to  run  through  the 
public  hmds»  664;  passed. 
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Florid  A  war,  «  bill  mtking  further  appropriations  for, 
1299;  pasted, 
banks;  a  resolution  instructing  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  Ihe  character  and  condi- 
tion of  the  banking  inttitutioni,  1447. 
a  bill  prohibiting  the  incorporating  of  banks  in 
Florids,  without  the  sanction  of  Congress,  &c. 
also,  resolution  on  the  subject;  both  paMed,  1863. 

Foreign  relations;  a  letter  of  Mr.  Clay,  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  this  subject,  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  with  his  reply,  laid  on  the  table,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed,  464. 

Foreign  paupers;  a  resolution  in  relation  to  foreign  pau- 
pers, 1378. 

Fortification  on  Lake  Champlain;  a  resolution  proposing 
the  survey  of  a  site  for  the  work,  614. 

Fortifteation  bill  taken  up,  592, 1428;  passed,  1592. 

from  the  House,  reported  with  amendments,  1 877; 
passed. 

France  and  the  United  States;  (see  United  Statu.) 

Free  negroes;  a  memorial  from  Dauphin  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, praying  for  an  appropriation  to  re- 
move such  to  Africs,  442. 

French  affairs;  sundry  resolutions  proposed  and  adopted, 
calling  on  the  President  for  information  in  rela- 
tion to  them,  366. 

French  and  Neapolitan  indemnities;  a  bill  to  anticipate 
their  payment,  1881;  negatived,  1882. 

Frigate  Philadelphia,  a  bill  to  reward  the  recsplprs  of, 
1647;  passed. 

Globe  newspaper,  Mr.  Webster's  complaints  against, 
1693. 

Gran^  Joseph;  a  bill  to  extend  bis  patent  right  for  ma- 
king hat  bodies,  1864;  passed,  1910. 

Hsight,  Stephen,  re-elected  assistant  doorkeeper,  8. 

Hale,  Captain  Nathan;  a  memorial  from  the  citizens  of 
New  Haven,  praying  that  a  monument  may  be 
^       erected  to  his  memory,  323. 

Harbor  bill,  for  the  improvement  of  certain  harbors,  &c., 
1383;  taken  up,  1930;  passed,  1935. 

Hemp,  a  resolution  proposing  a  duty  on  all  imported, 
•       1397. 

Hill,  Hon.  Isaac,  the  resignation  of  his  seat,  1616. 

Hospital*  on  the  Ohio  river;  a  memorial  of  ihe  General 
Assembly  of  Indiana  on  this  subject,  56. 

Hull,  Commodore  Isaac;  a  bill  for  his  relief,  58. 

Incendiary  publications;  a  proposition  for  referring  the 
subject  to  a  select  committee,  26;  agreed  to,  33. 
report  of  the  committee,  accompanied  by  a  bill  to 
prevent  the  circulation  of  such  publications, 
383;  bill  taken  up,  1093. 
a  bill  prohibiting  positmanters  from  transmitting 
incendiary  publications,  1374;  taken  up,  1675; 
rejected,  1737. 

Indian  claims,  speculations  in;  a  memorial  from  Missis- 
sippV,  100. 

hostilities;  a  bill  for  suppressing  them,  103;  passed, 

291. 
appropriations;  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 

the  expenses  of  the  Indian  department;  (see 

JfypmprUUitma. ) 
Insolvent  debtor^  a  report  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment concerning,  34. 
Journals,  a  resolution  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 

providing  proper  measures  for  the  safe  keeping 

of,  970;  laid  on  the  table,  977. 
Judiciary;  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  amend  the 

judicial  sybtem  of  the  United  States,  59;  passed, 

65. 
Kane,  Hon.  Elias  K- ,  from  Illinois,  his  death  announced,  7. 
liand,  a  bill  to  grant  gratuities  of,  to  certain  States;  laid 

on  the  table,  1876. 
Lands;  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  the  claims 

to  lands  therein  mentioned,  11. 


Lands;  to  appropriate,  for  a  limited  time,  the  proeecdiof 
land  sales  48;  motion  to  take  it  op,  810;  on- 
sideration  resumed,  1172;  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, 1313. 
the  committee  on,  moved  to  be  dischsrgfd  fros 
certain  petitions  for  rights  of  pre-emption,  &c., 
303. 
two  hi  lis  on  the  subject  of  pre-emption  f.g^tst^, 
a  bill  to  reduce  and  graduate  the  price  of  pubU 

fainils,  1038. 
resolution  authorixtng  the  payment  of  tbe  ex- 
penses incurred  by  the  committee  of  last  C  s- 
gress,  in  their  investigation  of  certain  fnods 
1199. 
ft  bill  to  change  the  node  of  condaetinf^  the  nks 
of  the  public  lands,  1697;  postponed  iluJefiDit^ 
ly,  1870. 

I^md  OfBoe;  a  bill  to  reorganize  the  General  Land  Offer, 
1676. 

Lake  Champlain;  resolution  directing  the  Sfcretarref 
War  to  cause  a  survey  to  be  msde  for  i  fortiS- 
cation,  1199. 

Library  of  Count  Bourtoulin;  a  resolution  directing  ibe 
Library  Committee  to  inquire  into  tne  eipedi- 
ency  of  purchasing  it,  578;  agreed  to. 

Lieber,  Professor;  his  memorial  in  relation  to  hit  slitki- 
cal  work,  1198. 

Light* houses;  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  thm, 
1930. 

Louisville  and  Portland  canal,  a  bill  to  autbor'ze  tke 
United  Statea  to  purchase  the  private  itock  ot, 
1563. 

Lowrie,  Walter,  E*q .,  re-elected  Clerk  of  the  Sesite,  t 

McCartney,  John;  a  bill  for  his  relief,  934;  psssrd. 

Madison,  James,  his  death  announced,  by  a  laeisifc 
from  the  President,  1911;  reaolutions  of  respect 

to  his  memory,  1914. 
Mail  contracts;  resolution  instructing  the  Post  Office 

Committee  to  inquire  into  the  expedieiKTOj 

authorizing  contracts  to  be  made  with  nibw 

companies,  847. 
Maine  boundary;  reaolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Mi» 

chusetis,  in  relation  thereto,  958. 
Maine  resolutions,  on  the  subject  of  abolition,  1^^ 
Manning,  the  Hon.  Bichard  J.,  hit  death  innottQCfd. 

1384. 
Marine  corps,  a  bill  to  rep^late  and  increase  tbepiy« 

its  officers,  1877. 
Marahall,  Humphrey;  an  unfavtirable  report  of  the  Cot- 

mittee  on  Pensions  was  moved  to  be  recoc- 

sidered,  1780;  reconsidered,  1854;  sod  ibe  re- 
port of  the  Committee  concurred  in. 
Massachusetts  claims,  a  joint  resolution  respecting*  464 
Meade,  Richard  W.,  a  bill  for  the  settlement  of  tte 

claim  of  his  executrii;  passed,  1873. 
Melville,  David;  a  petition  oomplaining  of  bif  renioni 

from  office,  1177.  ^ 

Metropolis  Bank;  a  memorial  for  a  recharter  tbereoi» 

58. 
Mexico;  a  bill  to  carry  into  eiTeot  the  treaty  with  tUt 

Power,  1427;  passed.  ^^ 

Michigan  applies  for  admission  as  a  State,  in  s  nesi^ 

from  the  President,  5.' 
credentials  from  its  Senator*  presented,  6;  q"^' 

tion  considered,  8,  36;  sgreed  to,  41. 
memorial  asking  to  be  admitted  into  the  Cn»n 

presented,  382;  referred  to  the  coflMW^^^** 

the  Michigan  matters,  290. 
bill  for  the  admission  of  Micbigsn  into  tbe  ^^^ 

1U06;  passed.  ., 

school  lands;  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  b>N  J 

establish  the  northern  boundary  of  Obto»  »»> 

for  the  admission  of  Michigan  into  the  Urnoo. 

1737;  passed. 
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Michigan  Senators;  resolution  for  paying  them  agreed 
to.  178'J. 
a  bill  to  proride  for  the  ezecation  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  in  M'chigan,  1876«  passed. 

Military  land  warrants,  a  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  iasa- 
tngr  scrip  for,  970. 

Mint;  (see  Builion.) 

Missouri  land  claims,  a  memorial  respecting,  799. 
a  bill  confirming  the  claims  of,  964;  passed, 
a  bill  granting  a  certain  quantity  of  land  to,  for 
internal  improvement*,  1 120;  laid  on  the  table, 
1123. 

Narragansett  bay,  resolutions  of  Legislature  of  Rhode 
Island  respecting,  1787. 
resolution  directing  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Nftvy  Board  to  report  a  plan  for  a  navy  cstab* 
lishment  in  do.,  1793;  agreed  to. 

National  defence;  resolutions  offered  by  Mr.  Benton, 
392;  sgreed  to,  577, 

Naval  service;  a  bill  for  the  enlistment  of -boys,  1413; 
passed. 

Naval  academy;  a  bill  to  establish  one,  1453. 

Navy;  (see  Jlppropriation.) 

a  bill  tor  organizing  the  na%y,  1855;  laid  on  the 
Ubie,  1857;  taken  up,  1872;  ordered  to  be  en- 
grosdcd,  1875. 

Naudain,  Hon.  Arnold,  from  Delaware,  resigns  his  seat, 
1787. 

New  Hampshire  resolutions  in  favor  of  the  expunging 
resolution,  1108. 

New  Orleans  custom-house;  presentments  of  its  diltpida- 
ted  state,  534. 

New  York;  a  resolution  instructing  the  Committee  of  Fi- 
nance to  inquire   what  measures    should  be 
adopted  by  Congress  in  relation  to  the  late  fire 
there,  13. 
memorials  on  same  subject,  46,  391. 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by  the  fire, 
103;  conVidered,  114;  passed,  129;  an  amenda- 
tory bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives; 
passed,  1092. 
a  bill  to  extend  the  relief  of  the  act  now  in  exist- 
ence to  the  sufferers,  1875;  passed. 

Nnrtheast  boundary  of  the  United  States;  a  message 
from  the  President  on  the  subject,  1779;  cor 
respondence  on  the  subject  ordered  to  be 
printed,  1864. 

Ohio;  report  from  Secretary  of  War  rei»pecting  the 
boundary  line  of  tlut  Stale,  6. 
a  bill  to  define  the  northern  boundary  line  of,  14; 

report  on  do.,  663. 
a  joint  resolution  respecting  do.,  35. 
resolutions  in  favor  of  expunging  the  journal, 
1021. 

Officers;  a  bill  to  repeal  the  first  and  second  sections  of 
the  act  limiting  the  terms  of  certain  officers 
therein  named,  52;  passed,  367. 

Order,  questions  of,  74,  141,  209,  414,  494,  556,  8}5, 
1525.  1782. 

Piige,  Hon.  John,  from  New  Hampshire,  took  his  seat, 
in  the  place  of  Mr.  Hill,  resigned,  1759. 

Psper  currency;  a  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  inquire  of  the  deposite  banks 
in  relation  to  the  circulation  of  small  notes,  1857. 

Patent  laws;  a  resolution  referring  the  subject  of  amend- 
ing them,  42;  agreed  to. 
Office;  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  erection  of  a  build- 
ing for  it,  1853;  considered  and  passed,  1898. 

Patriotic  Bank,  a  memorial  from,  for  a  recharter,  34. 

P«>  masters;  a  bill  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  three 
addit  onal  ones,  1463. 

Pension  bill,  which  grants  half  pay  to  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  those  who  die  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  1929. 


Post  Office  accounts;  a  communication  from  the  Postmas- 
ter General,  1048. 
the  bill  changing  the  organization  of  the  Post  Of- 
fice Department,  1769. 
Post  routes;  a  joint  resolution  for  the  establishment  of 
certain  post  routes  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas, 
578. 
Pre-emption  claims,  a  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  receiv- 
ing the  proof  of,  1696;  laid  on  the  table,  1698; 
rejected,  1742. 
President's  annual  message  received,  4;  (see  Appendix.) 
message  in  relation  to  French  affairs,  163. 
on  the  mediation  of  Great  Britain  in  relation  to 

our  difference  with  France,  S90. 
concerning  sale  of  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort 

Wayne,  471. 
with  the  result  of  the  mediation  of  Great  Britain, 

580. 
respecting  French  spoliations,  662. 
on  discriminating  duties  with  Portugal,  679, 
in  relation  to  Mexico,  1409. 
informing  Congreas  that  France  had  paid  the  four 

instalments,  in  fulfilment  of  the  treaty,  1426. 
with  a  communication  from  B.  F.  Curry,  and  the 

response  of  Samuel  Gwtn,  1658. 
returning  the  bill  appointing  a  day  for  the  annual 
meeting  of  Congress,  with  constitutional  objec- 
tions, 1757. 
enclosing  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in 
relation  to  Tei&s  1871. 
President  pro  iem.,  Mr.  Ring,  from  Alabama,  appointed, 

1914;  his  address  on  the  occasion. 
Printing;  a  report  of  the  committee  on  the  contingent 
fund,  to  whom  had  been  referred  a  resolution 
on  the  subject,  590. 
Protection  of  the  frontiers;  (see  Defence.) 
Public  deposites;  a  bill  to  regulate  them,  52;  taken  up, 
1383;  modified,  1577;  passed,  1845. 
a  supplementary  bill,  1913;  passed. 
Railroad  contracts;  a  report  from  the  Post  Office  Com- 
mittee, 1101;  subject  considered,  1199. 
Revenue  laws,  a  bill  concerning  cases  of  appeals  arising 
under,  46. 
a  resolution  proposing  a  reduction  of  the  revenue, 

52. 
a  resolution  directing  the  surplus  revenue  to  be 
set  apart  for  the  general  defence  of  the  coun- 
try, 4625. 
Rescinding  resolution,  offered  in  place  of  the  expunging 
resolution,  1427;  taken  up,  1884;  negatived, 
1897. 
Ripley,  General;  a  bill  to  audit  and  settle  his  accounts, 
1676;  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 
Royall,  Mrs.  Ann;  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
unfavorable  to  her  petition,  was  laid  on  the 
table,  1936. 
School  lands;  a  bill  to  authorize  the  relinquishment  of 
the  16th  section  of  public  lands,  and  to  substi- 
tute other  lands,  389;  passed. 
Secretary  of  Spate's  communication,  enclosing  a  corre- 
spondence on  French  affairs,  168. 
Senators,  a  list  of,  1. 
Senate  chamber;  a  report  in  relation  to  alterations  in  the 

Senate  chamber,  3. 
Shackford,  John,  re-elected  Sergeant-at-arms,  8. 
Sheppard,  Moses,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  580;  rejected. 
Sick  and  disabled  seamen;  a  motion  was  made  to  recon- 
sider a  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  for  providing  for 
this  description  of  persons,  1758;  which  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  amended  and  passed. 
Slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  petitions  on  the  sub- 
ject, 72;  subject  discussed,  185,  471,  636,  664, 
1199. 
Arkansas;  petitions  against  admitting  the  State 
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into  the  Union  except  on  certain  conditicHif, 

1134,  isrr. 

Smith,  Hon.  Nathan,  from  Connecticut;  hia  death  an* 

nounced,  4. 
Smittiaontan  iQstitutioni  the  President  communicatea  cer- 
tain papers  relative  to  this  institution^  13. 
a  Joint  resolution  authorizing  the  President  to  ap- 
point an  agent,  &e.,  63;  taken  up,  385. 
a  bill  for  the  same  purpose,  1374;  passed,  1378. 
Spain;  (see  TVeaiy.) 

Specie  payments;  a  bill  for  the  payment  of  revolutionary 
and  other  pensioners  of  the  United  States,  999. 
resolution  proposing  that  nothing  but  gold  and 
stiver  ought  to  be  received  in  payment  of  pub- 
lic landa,  1354. 
Statuary;  resolution  in  relation  to  statues  for  the  east 

front  of  the  Capitol,  1313;  agreed  to,  1318. 
Stockton  and  Stokes,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  1448;  paased. 
Surplus  revenue,  bank  stock,  and  national  defence;  aun- 

dry  resolutions,  106. 
Suspension  of  the  rules;  a  suspension  of  the  17th  rule 
proposed  by  the   House  of  Representatives; 
and,  after  amendment,  agreed  to,  1937. 
Texasf    proceedings  of  a  meeting   at  Cincinnati,   in 
favor  of  acknowledging  the  independence  of 
Texas,  1386. 
several  memorials  praying  Congress  to  acknowl- 
edge the  independence  of  the  country,  1414, 
1455. 
proceedings  of  a  meeting  in  Warren  county,  Mis- 
sissippi, 1525. 
a  memorial  from  Shelby  county,  Kentucky,  pray- 
ing for  its  recognition,  1759. 
resolutions  of  Legislature  of  Connecticut,  on  the 

same  subject,  1759. 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
concludinff  with  a  resolution  in  favor  of  ac- 
knowledgmg  its  independence,  &c«,  1846;  ta- 
ken up,  1915;  reaolution  unaniiBDusly  adopted, 
1928. 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  subject, 

1871. 
proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  citiiens  at  Nashville, 
1877. 
Tobacco  trade;  a  resolution  requesting  the  President  to 
open  a  negotiation  with  Prance  on  the  subject, 
1381. 
Tranafer  drafts;  a  resolution  calling  on  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  for  information  on  this  subject, 
1309;  agreed  to,  1313. 
proposition  for  priming  an  extra  number  of  copies 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury's  report  on  the 
subject,  1409;  agreed  to,  1413. 
Tranafers  of  public  money;  a  resolution  on  the  subject, 

1464;  agreed  to,  1479. 
Treasury,  Secretary  of,  his  annual  report,  4;  (see  Jp- 

pendix,) 
Treaty  with  Spain;  a  bill  giving  effect  to  the  8th  article 
of  the  treaty  of  1819,  1154;  taken  up,  1426; 
and  passed, 
a  proposition  for  appointing  a  board  of  commia- 
sionerp,  1647;  modified  by  appointing  one  in- 
stead of  three  commissioners,  1694. 
Turnpike  from  Zanesville  to  Maysville,  memorials  in  favor 

of,  1153. 
Tyler,  Hon.  John;  his  resignation,  636. 
United  States  and  France;  reaolutiona  calling  on  the 
Preaident  fur  information  on  the  difficultiea  ex- 
isting between  the  two  countries,  104. 
Vermont;  a  memorial  praying  for  the  abolition  of  alavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  300. 
militia;  a  bill  to  provide  payment  for  their  servi- 
ces, 1339;  passed. 


Wabash,  a  bill  to  improre  the  navigation  of,  563;  order- 

ed  to  a  third  reading,  565. 
Western  boatmen;  a  memorial  on  tlie  subject  of  aaarae 

hospital,  748. 
Western  frontier,  the  bill  for  the  better  defence  of, 

1930;  passed. 
Wetmorr,  Alphonso,  petition  of;  the  Committee  of  Cirai 

discharged  from  its  farther  consideration,  fna 

the  disrespectful  terms  in  which  it  is  eiproa^ 

1457. 
Wildman,  Hon.  Zalmon,  of  the  Houae  of  Rfpmen't- 

tives;  his  death  announced,  7. 
Wisconsin,  bill  to  establish  a  Territorial  Goveraoeot  a, 

978;  passed,  1134;  a  conference  with  the  Haw 

of  Representativea  on  an  amendment,  1177;  \k 

Senate  receded  from  its  disagreement  to  tk 

amendment, 
bill  to  create  the  office  of  aurveyor  of  pubfe 

lands  in  the  Territory,  1913;  passed. 
Teas  and  nays,  on  a  resolution  to  supply  the  Seoitm 

with  newspapers,  54. 
the  judiciary  bill,  63,  65. 
regulations  of  the  Senate  chamber,  71, 72. 
bin  for  limiting  the  terms  of  office,  104»  367. 
for  the  relief  of  sufferers  by  the  New  Torkfiit, 

139. 
on  reference  of  the  Michigan  memorial,  289. 
reaolution  for  admitting  certain  persons  ioto  (Ik 

Senate,  533. 
resolutions  in  relation  to  national  defenoe»  57i> 
bill  for  relief  of  Moses  Sheppard,  580. 
Cumberland  road  bill,  722,  724»  725,  803, 80S. 
referring  the  proceedings  of  a  conveolioB  io  Ar- 
kansas, 7B2, 
Ohio  boundary,  785,  799. 
alavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  787, 804^  Slit 
land  bill,  810,  811,  333. 
bill  for  relief  of  the  corporations  of  the  District 

of  Columbia,  964,  977,  1453. 
resolution  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  joami],97/ 
adjournment  reaolution,  981.  ,^ 

bill  for  graduating  the  price  of  public  bnHi,  ICJ'*^ 
bill  for  the  admission  of  Michigan,  1046,  1047, 

1048,  1050. 
bill  for  the  admission  of  Arkansas,  1056. 
bill  for  pavment  of  revolutionary  pensiooers,  W 
granting  land  to  Missouri,  1133, 
esUblishing  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  1177. 
relief  of  the  represenUtives  of  Colonels  Bond  t» 

Douglaas,  1354. 
Mr.  Clay's  land  bill,   1254,  1301,  im  1^' 

1306,  1308,  1313,  1396. 
navy  appropriation  bill,  1299, 1437. 
Smithsonian  legacy  bill,  1378. 
harbor  bill,  1383,  1384. 
fortification  bill,  1524.  1550, 1576, 1592. 
the  bill  to  reward  the  receptors  of  tbe  nrip" 

Philadelphia,  1649. 
cases  of  B.  F.  Curry  and  S.  Gwin,  1668. 
the  bill  to  prohibit  the  circuUUon  of  incttoas^ 
publications,  1675,  1737.  _ 

extending  the  chartera  of  the  District  bsak^  i^ 

bill  for  extending  the  time  for  rcceivinff  prw"^ 
certain  pre-emption  claims^  1696, 1697,  lo!^ 

the  biU  auppleoentary  to  the  bill  to  eftabHib  <»< 
noHhern  boundary  of  Ohio,  and  for  the  m' 
aion  of  Micbi^n  into  the  Union,  1739. 

proposition  for  mcreaaing  tlie  arroyi  1757. 

bill  to  regulate  the  depo^te  of  tbe  public  mop^^ 
1766,  1768,  1778,  1780,  1782,  1784,  17» 
1786,  1787,  1845. 


nfDEX  TO  sprakbrb'  nambb  in  the  senate. 


YeM  aod  ntys,  on  the  bill  to  chtoge  the  orgBnization  of 
the  Pogt  OiBce  Department,  1851. 

bill  to  inereafe  the  military  peace  establishment, 
1853. 

report  on  the  petition  of  Humphrey  Marshall,  1854. 

bill  for  organizing  the  navy,  1857,  1875. 

bill  for  building  a  Patent  Office,  1866. 

bill  to  change  the  mode  of  conducting  the  sales  of 
the  public  landu,  1867,  1870. 

bill  to  grant  gratuities  of  land  to  certain  States, 
1876. 

bill  to  regulate  and  increase  the  pay  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  marine  corps,  1877. 

on  the  Tetoed  bill  fixing  a  day  for  the  annual 

^  meeting  of  Congresi^  &c.,  1880. 


Teas  and  nays,  on  the  bill  to  anticipate  the  payment  of  the 
indemnities  due  under  the  French  and  Neapoli- 
tan treaties,  1882. 

on  the  bill  for  establishing  armories,  arsenals, 
8ic.,  1884,  1909. 

rescinding  retohition,  1897. 

providing  for  the  building  of  a  Patent  Office, 
1898. 

fortification  bill,  1905,  1906,  1907,  1910,  1911. 

bill  granting  a  patent  to  Josepli  Grant,  1910. 

on  the  pension  bill,  1929. 

on  the  Delaware  breakwater  bill,  1930. 

harbor  bill,  1935. 
Zanesville  and  Maysville  road,  a  petition  in  hror  of, 
1385. 


INDEX  TO  THE  NAMES 


OF  THE  SPEAKERS  IN  TH£  DEBATES  IN  THE  SENATE,  ALPHABETICALLY  ARRANGED. 


Benton,  Mr.,  Missouri,  presents  the  credentials  of  the 

Michigan  Senatom,  6,  8,  9,  S6,  38,  39,  41. 
on  the  rechartcr  of  the  Patriotic  Bank,  34. 
Alexandria  memorial,  46. 
recharter  of  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  59. 
judicial  system,  64. 

regulations  in  the  Senate  chamber,  69,  71. 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  85,  496. 
surplus  revenue,  national  defence,  &c.,  106,  140. 
suppression  of  Indian  hostilities,  291. 
national  defence,  427,  S77. 
District  of  Columbia,  468. 
Documentary  History  of  District  of  Columbia,  499. 
report  on  printing,  591;- 
fortification  bill,   593,   615,   1428,   1431,   1432, 

1512,  1550,  1551,  1576,  1579,  1582. 
Cumberland  road  bill,  723,  801,  802. 
Weatern  boatmen,  &c.,  750^  751. 
Ohio  boundary,  784. 
deposite  banks,  840. 
expunging  resolution,  722,  877,  1593. 
day  of  adjournment,  963,  979. 
safe  keeping  of  the  journal,  974. 
specie  payments,  999,  1005, 1094,  1095,  1097. 
bill  for  the  admission  of  Michigan,  1006,  1008, 

1019,  1033. 
bill  for  the  admission  of  Arkansas,  1053. 
supplying  the  mint  with  bullion,  1090. 
jrrant  of  land  to  Missouri,  1120,  1121. 
mcendiary  publications,  1155. 
appropriating  the  proceeds  of  public  lands  for  a 

limited  time,  1172,  1187,  1247,  1254,  1299, 

1302,  1306,  1308,  1311,  1338. 
railroad  contracts,  1207. 
resolution  for  receiving  nothing  but  gold  and  sil« 

▼er  for  public  land*,  1255,  1267. 
defence  or  the  frontiers,  1385,  1388,  1393. 
general  appropriation   bill,   1399,   1400,   1401, 

1402, 1403,  1407,  1408. 
LouisTille  and  Portland  canal  bill,  1570,  1572, 

1673, 1674. 
bill  for  increasing  the  military  establishment,  1 637. 
the  cases  of  Curry  and  Gwin,  1658,  1659,  1664. 
extending  the  charters  of  the  District  banks, 

1686,  1694,  1695,  1698. 
bill  for  regulating  the  public  deposites,   1744, 

1764, 1765,  1766,  1767,  1768,  1805. 


Benton,  Mr.,  on  bill  for  establishing  the  currency  of  the 

constitution,  1745. 
bill  increasing  the  army,  1746,  1756,  1852,  1853. 
bill  to  establish  armories,  arsenals,  &c.,  1882. 
on  acknowledging  the  independence  of  Texas, 

1920. 
setting  apart  the  surplus  revenue  for  the  defence 

of  the  country,  4625,  4631. 
makini^  an  appropriation  for  the  Cumberland  road, 

4638.    . 
report  on  public  lands,  4655,  4656. 
Black,  Mr.,  Mississippi,  on  the  judicial  system,  59,  64. 
memorial  on  speculations  in  Indian  claims,  100, 102. 
Documentary  History  of  District  of  Columbia,  499. 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  636. 
Cumberland  road,  724,  725. 
deposite  banks,  847. 
Missouri  land  claims,  967. 
Mr.  Clay's  land  bill,  1174,  1286. 
general  appropriation  bill,  1401,  1402. 
on  suspending  the  sale  of  Choctaw  lands,  1412. 
District  of  Columbia,  1452. 
regulating  the  public  deposites,  1745,  1786. 
Brown,  Mr.,  North  Carolina,  on  incendiary  publications, 

33. 
slavery  in  (he  District  of  Columbia,  90,  95,  731. 
national  defence,  447. 
Ohio  boundary,  783,  784. 
Maine  abohiion  resolutions,  1110,   1113,  1115, 

1116. 
Mr.  Clay's  land  bill,  1306. 
affairs  of  Texas,  1420,  1531. 
Buchanan,  Mr.,Pennsvlvania,  on  incendiary  publtcationf, 

28.  1722,  1732,  1736. 
Michigan  Senators,  41. 
the  judicial  system,  59,  62,  64. 
regu  hit  ions  in  the  Senate  chamber,  70. 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  82,  302,  496, 

679.  780. 
memorial  of  Caliv  quarterly  meeting,  99. 
bill  to  relieve  the  sufferers  by  fire  at  New  York, 

125,  129. 
the  United  States  and  France,  168. 177. 
resolution  fur  national  defence,  325. 
memorial  from  Dauphin  county,  in  relation  to  free 

negroes,  442. 
national  defence,  576. 
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Buchanan,  Mr.|  on  the  Cumberland  road,  d35. 

Ohio  and  Michigan  boundary,  664. 

admiision  of  Arkansas  at  a  State,  934. 

day  of  adjournment,  963. 

specie  payments,  1004,  1005. 

admission  of  Michigan,  101 1,  1037. 

admiasion  of  Arkansas,  1653. 

railroad  contracts,  1203. 

bill  for  the  relief  of  Colonels  Bond  and  Douglass, 
1353. 

on  slavery  in  Arkansas,  1277. 

statuary  for  the  east  front  of  the  Capitol,  1313, 
1314,  1315. 

Smithsonian  legacy  bill,  1377. 

defence  of  the  fruntif*rs,  1394,  1505,  1508. 

general  appropriation  bill,  1402. 

the  sffairs  of  Tcxss,  1422,  1536,  1916. 

fortification  bill,  1432. 

bill  for  the  relief  of  Stockton  and  Stokes,  1448. 

additional  paymuters,  1463. 

bill  to  regulate  the  public  depositcs,  1635,  1777, 
1783,  1785,  1800,  1858. 

bill  fur  changing  the  organization  of  the  Post  Of- 
fice Department,  1770,  1851. 

bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  admitting  Michi- 
gan, 1781. 

bill  for  organizing  the  navy,  1856,  1857,  1874, 
1875. 

bill  to  regulate  and  increase  the  pay  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  marine  corps,  1877. 

bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  Cumberland 
road,  4633. 
Calhoun,   Mr.,  South  Carolina,  on  incendiary  publica- 
tions, 26,  37,  383,   385,   1108,  1136,  1160, 
1162,  1675,1721,  1729. 

reduction  uf  the  revenue,  52,  54,  $S. 

regtilations  in  the  Senate  chamber,  67, 68,  69,  70. 

slave  I  y  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  72,  95,  201, 
307,  208.  209,  210.  302,  471,  48i,  494>  496, 
551,  578,  579,  765,  804. 

memorial  of  Cain  quarterly  meeting,  100. 

bill  for  relief  of  the  sufferers  by  the  New  York 
fire,  115,  127. 

United  States  and  France,  169. 

Michigan  memorial.  386,  287. 

District  of  Columbia,  469,  470,  964,  1450. 

national  defence,  571,  573,  577. 

establishing  post  routes  in  Miaaouriand  Arkansas, 
578. 

deposite  banks,  842,  843,  1383. 

keeping  safe  the  journal,  970. 

graduating  the  price  of  public  land,  1028. 

specie  psyments,  1096,  1097,  1099. 

bill  to  reirulate  public  drposites,  1101,  1616, 
1745.  1763,  1764,  1765,  1766,  1767,  1778, 
1781,  1783,  1800,  1845,  1858. 

ra'.lroad  contracts,  1101,  1102,  1205. 

Maine  abolition  resolutions,  1109,  1110,  1111, 
1113,  1114,  1115. 

grant  of  land  to  Missouri,  1123. 

petition  of  David  Melville,  1177,  1183,  1184. 

petition  of  Prufeisor  Lieber,  1 198. 

bill  for  the  relief  of  representatives  of  Coltmels 
Bond  and  Dougluss,  1253. 

receiving  specie  only  for  public  land,  1371,  1274. 

statuary  for  the  east  front  of  the  Capitol,  1314, 
1318. 

Smithsonian  legacy  bill,  1376,  1377. 

harbor  hill,  1383. 

general  appropriation  bill,  1408. 

fortification  bill,  1446.  1550,  1551,  1579,  1903, 
1905,  1910. 

Indian  bill,  1459,  1461. 


Calhoun,  Mr.,   on  the  defence  of  the  frtBtieii»  IC, 
1503,  1504,  1505,  1507,  1511. 
his  report  from  conference  comaiittee  ootbent- 

unteer  bill,  1523. 
recognition  of  Texas,  1531,  1535. 
the  cases  of  Curry  and  G  ftin,  1659, 1662.  \f€. 
on  increasing  the  army,  1756,  1853. 
bill  to  change  the  mode  of  sdUn;  tiw  pcb!: 

land«,  1867. 
establish  armories,  arsenals,  &e.,  1682, 1884 
acknowledging  the  independence  of  Ten-,  191' 
Clay,  Mr.,  Kentucky,  on  the  admissioD  of  the  Seaa."i 

from  Michigan,  8. 
his  distribution  land  bill.  48,  1172,  1174.  li::, 

1248,  128).  1985,  1388, 1303,  1310. 
reduction  of  the  revenue,  54,  55. 
memorial  of  Cain  quarterly  meeting,  100. 
speculations  in  Indian  claims,  101. 
the  United  SUtes  and  France,  103,  588. 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  suffercn  by  the  Net 

York  fire,  115,  126,782. 
for  the  auppression  of  Indian  hotttlitiet,  29^. 
incendiary  publications,  385,  1093. 1728. 
school  lands,  390. 
District  of  Columbia,  467. 
fortification  bill.  614,  1903.  1906.  1910. 
*        Cumberland  road,  615,  633,  628,  723, 7H  Kl. 

803. 
Western  boatmen,  &c.,  748,  749. 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Cohimbis,  786. 
depoaite  banka,  840. 
Maine  boundary,  962. 
day  of  adjournment,  963,  981. 
Mrfisouri  land  claims,  965. 
bill  for  graduating  the  price  of  public  Itsds,  r2: 

1030. 
admission  of  Michigan,  1046,  1047. 
specie  payments,  1095,  1096. 
grant  of  land  to  Missouri,  1131. 
petitions  against  slavery  in  Arkansss,  1134,  lUi 
petition  of  David  Melville,  1178. 
railroad  contracts,  1206. 
bill  for  the  relief  of  represenlatives  of  CdoM 

Bund  and  Douglasa,  1353,  1353. 
statuary  for  the  east  front  of  the  CspHol,  131^ 
defence  of  the  frontiers,  1387. 
on  imposing  a  duty  on  all  imported  bemp.  ^^^' 

1398,  1399. 
treaty  with  Spain,  1437,  1647. 
Louisville  and  Portland  cansi,  1673. 
Michigan  school  lands,  &c.,  1737,  i738. 
pre-emption  claims,  1741. 
increasing  the  army,  1756,  1833. 
bill  providing  for  sick  and  disabled  sesinro,  Vi^ 
memorial  from  Shelby  county,  praying  for  r«<<' 

nition'of  Texas,  1759. 
for  regulating  the  public  deposites,  1784,  I^< 

1859,  1870. 
Northeastern    boundary  of  the  United  SW«. 

1779,  1864.  r 

report  on  acknowledging  the  independent*  * 

Texas,  1846,  1871. 
Post  Office  bill,  1851. 
bill  for  building  a  Patent  Oflice,  1866- 
bill  to  chsnge  the  mode  of  selling  the  public  li«i« 

1869. 
petition  from  Kentucky,  in  fsTor  of  the  AnienO' 

Culonizatiun  Society,  1901.  .. 

acknowledging  the  independence  of  Tens.  I?'^ 

Clayton,  Mr.,  Delaware,  on  the  admission  oftbeSeiaton 

from  Michigan,  10. 
fixing  the  commencement  and  cloic  of  the  »• 

sions,  45. 
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kyton,  Mr.,  on  the  judicial  lyslcm,  59,  60,  61,  63, 64, 

65. 
reEulationi  in  the  Senate  chamber,  67,  68,  73. 
surplus  revenue,  national  defence,  &e.  114. 
Michigan  memorial,  383,  286,  387. 
national  defence,  o92. 
Ohio  and  Michigan  boundary  line,  663,  664,  783, 

.  784,  798. 
mail  contracti,  847. 
safe  keeping  of  the  journal,  974. 
bill  for  establitbing  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin, 

978. 
day  of  adjoornntent,  979,  981. 
specie  payments,  999. 
admission  of  Michigan,  1006,  1008. 
Mr.  Clay's  land  bill,  1383,  1384. 
statuary  for  the  east  front  of  the  Capitol,  1.318. 
Smithsonian  lefracy  bill,  1376. 
harbor  bill,  1383. 
defence  of  the  frontiers,  1395. 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Stockton  and  Stokes,  1448. 
nistrict  of  Columbia,  1453. 
bill  for  building  a  Patent  Office,  1866. 
establishing  srmories,  arsenals,  8ic.,  1883. 
fortification  bill,  1903,  1906. 
setting  apart  the  Eurplus  revenue  for  the  defence 

of  the  country,  4631,  4633. 
rittenden,  Mr.,  Kentucky,  on  the  resolution  for  national 

defence,  356. 
Cumberland  road,  635,  736. 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  787. 
day  of  adjournment,  979. 
grant  of  land  to  Missouri,  1130. 
petition  of  Dsvid  Melville,  1187. 
Mr.  Clay's  land  bill,  1346. 
fortification  bill,  1551, 1586,  1910. 
Louisville  and  Portland  canal  bill,  1571,'  1673. 
pre-emption  claims,  1696. 
the  bill  providing  for  sick  and  disabled  seamen, 

1758,  1759. 
Humphrey  Marshall's  case,  1781,  1854. 
increasing  the  army,  1 853. 
uthbert,  Mr. ,  Georgis,  on  the  resolution  for  national 

defence,  163,  311. 
United  States  and  France,  177. 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  736,  785, 

787. 
incendiary  publications,  1163,  1735,  1737. 
treaty  with  Mexico,  1437. 
bill  for  rrganizing  the  naw,  1873,  1874. 
fortification  bill,  1906,  19il. 
*a«is,  Mr.,  Massachusetts,  on  incendiary  publications, 

31,  384,  385,  1093,  1103,  1148,  1736. 
reducing  the  revenue,  53. 
bill  for  relief  of  sufferers  by  the  New  York  fire, 

133. 
Michigan  memorial,  384,  386. 
Massachusetts  claims,  464. 
District  of  Columbia,  470. 
national  defence,  576. 
Cumberland  road,  636. 
Western  boatmen,  &c.,  748,  749,  751. 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  806,  1199. 
Maine  boundary,  958. 
specie  payments,  1004. 
admission  of  Michigan,  1019. 
in  relation  to  duties  on  winea,  1133. 
railroad  contracts,  1306. 
duties  on  imports,  1387. 
Smithsonian  legacy  bill,  1377. 
foreign  paupers,  1378. 
fortification  bill,  1553,  1563. 
Louisville  and  Portlsnd  canal,  1673. 


Davia,  Mr.,  on  the  bill  providing  for  sick  and  disabled 

seamen,  1758,  1759. 

changing  the  organization  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment, 1771,  1849,  1850,  1851. 

the  light-house  bill,  1930. 
.    harbor  bill,  1930. 

making  an  appropriation  for  the  Cumberland  road, 
4639. 
Ewtng,  Mr.,  Ohio,  on  the  northern  boundary  line  of 
Ohio,  14. 

incendiary  publications,  33. 

Michigan  Senators,  36,  38. 

bill  for  relief  of  the  sufferers  by  the  New  York 
fire,  130,  137. 

resolution  for  national  defence,  130. 

Michigan  memorial,  384. 

public  lands,  303,  1198. 

national  defence,  455,  556,  572, 

slavery  memorials,  473,  763. 

Alabama  pre-emption  rights,  731. 

Cumberland  road  bill,  734,  803. 

Ohio  boundary,  783,  799. 

land  bill,  810,  811. 

deposite  banks,  846. 

Missouri  land  claims  969,  970. 

safe  keeping  of  the  journal,  976,  977. 

admission  of  Michigan,  1015. 

Ohio  resolutions  for  expunging  journal,  1034, 
1038. 

admission  of  Arkansas,  1056. 

specie  payments,  1096. 

railroad  contracts  1101,  1103. 

grant  of  land  to  Missouri,  1133. 

petitions  in  faror  of  a  turnpike  from  Zanesville  to 
Maysville,  1153. 

transfer  draAs,  1309. 

receiving  specie  only  for  public  land,  1369. 

Mr.  Clay's  land  bill,  1303,  1313,  1338. 

Zanesville  and  Maysville  road,  1385. 

defence  of  the  frontiers,  1385. 

general  appropriation  bill,  1400. 

printing  an  extra  number  of  copies  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury's  report  respecting  trans- 
fers of  public  money,  1409,  1413. 

fortification  bill,  1433. 

transfer  of  public  money,  1464, 1479. 

Louisville  and  Portland  canal  bill,  1570,  1573, 
1575,  1668,  1673,  1673. 

bill  to  regulate  the  public  deposites,  1643,  1764, 
1765,  1777,  1778,  1859. 

the  cases  of  R.  F.  Curry  and  S.  Gwin,  1659, 
1660,  1666. 

bill  to  reorganize  the  General  Land  Office,  1676. 

pre-emption  claims,  1696,  1739,  1740. 

bill  to  change  the  mode  of  selling  public  lands, 
1697,  1866»  1867,  1869. 

Michigan  school  lands,  &c.,  1737,  1738. 

Post  Office  bill,  1850. 

fortification  bill,  1905,  4640. 

Ohio  resolutions,  4653. 

report  on  several  memorials  in  relation  to  the  pub- 
lic lands,  4655.  • 
Goldsborough,  Mr-,  Maryland,  on  incendiary  publica- 
tions, 31. 

Michigan  Senators,  41. 

judicial  system,  59. 

resolution  for  national  defence,  136. 

slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  308,  704. 

District  of  Columbia,  469. 

removal  of  David  Melville,  1183. 

Vermont  militia  bill,  134a 

the  bill  vetoed  by  the  President  fixing  a  day  for 
the  annual  meeting  of  Congress,  &c.,  1878. 
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Qnindf,  Mr.»  Tennettee,  on  incendiftry  publicfttioni.  ST, 
1093, 1155, 1159, 1160, 1161, 1163, 1675, 1727. 

rctolution  for  national  defence*  250,  304. 

pott  roads  in  Florida,  613. 

alavery  in  the  Diatrict  of  ColuaibiB«  751. 

mail  contracti,  847. 

•peeie  payments,  999. 

Post  Office  accountf,  1048,  1050. 

railroad  contracts,  1101, 1103,  1199,  1205, 1207. 

removal  of  Darid  Melville,  1179. 

incendiary  publications,  1374^ 

District  of  Columbia,  1450. 

cases  of  Curry  and  Gwin,  1666. 

Michigan  ichool  lands,  fcc.,  1738. 

bill  for  changinfi^  the  organization  of  the  Post  Of- 
6ce  Department,  1769, 1849,  1850, 1851. 
Hendrickf,  Mr.,  Indiana,  on  admitting  the  Michigan  Sen- 
ators, 38,  40. 

6 ling  the  commencement  and  close  of  the  ses- 
sions of  Congreis,  42. 

on  building  hospitals  on  the  Ohio  river,  56. 

bill  for  relief  of  the  sufferers  by  the  New  York 
fire,  127. 
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Indian  hostjiities,  103,  390. 
surplus  revenue,  national  defence,  &e..  Ill,  148, 

332. 
purchasing  Count  Bourtoutin's  library,  578. 
bill  repealing  certain  duties  on  imports,  704. 
deposite  bankt,  839. 
mail  contracts,  848. 
petition  of  Professor  Lieber,  1198. 
railroad  contracu,  1305,  1249. 
resolution  for  receiving  nothing  but  specie  for 

public  land,  1359,  1367,  1369. 
appropriations  for  Florida  war,  1399. 
Mr.  Clay's  land  bill,  1311. 
general  appropriation  bill,    1400,    1401,   1407, 

1409,  1413,  1414. 
appropriations  for  the  army,  1413. 
the  afiairs  of  Texas,  1415,  1435,  1537. 
District  of  Columbia,  1450,  1453. 
Alphonso  Wetmore's  petition,  1458. 
Indian  bill,  1458,  1459. 
transfer  of  public  money,  1470. 
defence  of  the  frontiers,  1511. 
Louisville  and  Portland  canal  bill,  1572. 
fortification  bill,  1575,  1591,  1877. 


Webster,  Mr.,  on  bill  to  regnlate  the  public  deposites, 
1649. 1745, 1758,  1767, 1776, 1778, 1783, 1785, 
1743,  1805,  1858,  1859. 

misstatements  in  the  Globe  newspaper,  1693. 

incendiary  publications,  1721, 1731,  1736. 

on  Michigan  school  lands,  &c.,  1739. 

the  Northeastern  boundary  of  the  United  States, 
1779. 

the  banks  in  Florida,  1848,  1859. 

bill  for  organizing  the  navy,  1874. 

supplementary  deposite  bill,  1913. 

setting  apart  the  surplus  revenue  for  the  defenes 
of  the  country,  4635. 
White,  Mr.,  Tennessee,  on  speculations  in  Indian  claims, 
103. 

the  bill  for  the  relief  of  sufferers  by  the  New  York 
fire,  128. 

electioneering  agents,  178 

suppression  of  Indian  hostilities,  291. 

resolution  for  national  defence,  291. 

national  defence,  422. 

slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  697. 

specie  payments,  1094. 

navy  appropriation  bill,  1278. 

Mr.  Clay's  land  bill,  1279.  1303,' 1304,  1310. 

retcinding  resolution,  1427,  1884. 

fortification  bill,  1428,  1432. 

Indian  bill,  1459,  1460,  1462.     ^ 

appropriations,  1720,  1739. 

to  regulate  the  public  deposites,  1859. 

proceedingpi  of  a  meeting  in  favor  of  acknowlcdg-* 
ing  Texas  as  an  independent  State,  1877. 

the  bill  for  distributing  the  proceeds  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  4641. 
Wright,  Mr.,  New  York,  on  a  memorial  in  behalf  of  suf- 
ferers by  fire,  46,  114.  116,  391,  782. 

on  the  judiciary  system,  60,  61,  62. 

slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbis,  201. 

District  of  Columbia,  470,  1451,  1453. 

Documentary  History  of  District  of  Columbia^ 
499. 

national  defence,  534. 

deposite  banks,  843,  1383. 

specie  payments  999,  1093,  1134. 

admission  of  Michigan,  1019. 

bill  to  regulate  the  public  deposites,  llOl,  1598, 
1644,  1693,  1742,  1758,  1764,  1765,  1769, 
1775,  1778.  1781,  1784,  1793,  1845. 

Mr.  Clay's  land  bill,  1214,  1310. 

general  appropriation  bill,  1401,  1414. 

Indian  bill,  1459. 

transfer  of  public  money,  1476. 

fortification  bill,  1479,  1904,  1910. 

extending  the  charters  of  the  District  banki^ 
1693. 

Michi^^an  school  lands,  &c.,  1738. 

changing  the  or|;anizatlon  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment, 1771. 

the  bill  to  anticipate  the  payment  of  the  Indemni- 
ties due  under  the  French  and  Neapolitan  trea- 
ties, 1882. 


INDEX  TO  THE  DEBATES  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


Abolition,  a  report  on,  from  a  select  committee,  3756; 
concluding  with  three  resolutions,  which  were 
agreed  to,  4051  to  4054. 

Adjournment,  a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  pro- 
posing to  fix  the  day  of,  3245,  3317,  4080, 
4176,  4295;  it  was  resolved  to  adjourn  on  the 
4th  of  July. 


African  colonization;  a  memorial  from  Pennsylvania, 
praying  for  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of 
removing  free  negroes  to  Africa,  2696. 

Alabama;  a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  proposing 
to  grant  rationa  from  the  public  stores  to  suP 
ferers  in  Alabama,  4032;  agreed  to,  4050. 


ail 


INDUt  TO  TBB  DBBATM  IN  THE  BOOf  B  OF  RBFBBBBNTATITRa. 


4lford  and  Bnuh  { •  reaolutlon  for  their  relief,  9694, 3747» 
2881 1  a  bill  ordered  for  their  relief,  3883. 

Amendmenti  to  the  eonstitutiom  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  to  whom  this  subject  had  been  re- 
ferred reported  certain  resolutions  proposing 
amendments  for  which  he  proposed  to  move 
substitutes  when  they  should  be  considered, 
3015. 

Amendment  of  the  Journal  proposed,  in  relation  to  mem- 
l>ers  refusinfi^  to  vote,  4057;  neipatived,  4063. 

Antl<e1avery  memorial  from  Vermont,  3333. 

Appropriations  in  part  for  the  support  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  1836,  2173, 3340, 3346,  3368, 
3316,  3318;  passed,  3339. 
tn  addition  to  the  above  act,  4607i  passed,  4610. 
for  the  navy,  3180{  considered,  3504,  3668,  3780^ 

3801,  3151  {passed,  3319. 
for  the  Indian  department <  passed,  3367. 
for  the  army,  3376 <  passed,  3469. 

Arkaofas;  a  bill  for  admitting  this  State  into  the  Union, 
8688|  passed,  4294. 
a  aupplementary  bill,  4309;  passed. 

Arundel  manuscripts;  the  President  transmits  a  catalogue 
of  them  from  the  trustees  of  the  British  Muse- 
um, for  the  purpose  of  being  placed  in  the 
Congress  librsry,  3463. 

Banka  Id  the  District  of  Columbia;  petitions  for  the  ex- 
tension of  their  chsrters,  3103. 
a  bill  to  extend  the  charters  of  certain  banks  in 
the  District,  3313;  pasted,  3338. 

Bank  of  the  United  States;  a  bill  to  repeal  the  14th  aec- 
tion  of  the  act  of  incorporation,  3918;  3335; 
passed,  3240. 

Bank  kana  to  members  of  Congress;  a  resolution  pro- 
posing a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  aubject, 
4348;  sgreed  to,  4349. 
•ddttional  reaolutions,  4605. 

Books  to  niembersi  resolution  providing  books  for  the 
new  members,  3147,  4308,  4528;  agreed  to^ 
4539. 
a  resolution  was  offered,  directing  a  subscription 
for  three  hundred  copies  of  Elliot's  Diplomatic 
Code;  laid  on  the  table,  4529. 
a  resolution  for  payment  of  certain  books;  nega- 
tived, 4633. 

Brtaoh  of  privilege,  occasioned  by  aoroe  disturbance  by 
two  reporters,  4381;  resolution  ailopted  and  a 
committee  appointed,  4384;  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, 4389;  decis'on,  4333. 

Chaplain,  Rev.  Mr.  Stockton  elected,  3083. 

Cbiokaiaw  school  lands;  a  bill  to  cariy  into  eff*ect,  in  the 
States  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  the  existing 
compacts  within  those  Statea  in  regard  to  tlie 
five  per  cent,  fund  and  the  achool  reservations, 
4613. 

Cbootaw  Indians;  a  bill  for  the  adjustment  of  certain 
claima  to  reservations  of  land,  3615. 

Combes,  Leslie;  a  bill  for  his  relief,  4386;  passed. 

Commtree  and  navigstion;  a  motion  to  print  10.000  extra 
eopiea  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury's  report 
to  Congress;  agreed  to,  4057. 

Compensation  to  messenjcers;  resolution  allowing  extra 
pay;  psssed,  4633. 

Coi^gresat  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  change  the  time  of 
oieeting,  4136;  passed,  4139. 
a  rcaolution  insiructing  the  Committee  on  En- 
rolled Bills  to  report  a  bill  fixing  the  annusl 
meeting  of  Congress  on  the  first  Monday  in 
November;  agreed  to,  4533. 
a  bill  was  reported  fur  the  above  object,  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  then 
passed,  4538. 

Constitutions  of  the  several  States;  a  proposition  to  print 
them,  4349;  laid  on  the  table. 


Cotton;  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treswry  rehtni 
to  the  cultivation  and  manofsetare  of  eoitoo, 
3735;  a  motion  for  printsagaa  estn  nanberrf 
copies  agreed  to. 

Creek  Indiana;  resolution  on  the  expediency  sfidoptiii 
measures  for  their  immediate  reaionl,35k 

Cumberland  road;  a  bill  amendatory  of  the  set  for eoi- 

tinuing  the  road,  3596;  rejected,  43S0. 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  contmueibe  Cumbering 

road  in  the  Statea  of  ObiOf  lodiaai,  lad  Il&ioa 

4495;  passed,  4547. 

a  bill  for  continuing  the  road  east  of  tbe  mer 

Ohio  was  laid  on  the  table,  4548. 
the  bill  to  continue  the  national  road  froB  Yaiidi- 
lia  to  the  Miaatsaippi  river,  in  tbe  Stite  of  Dfr 
noia,  was  passed,  4549;  sIwh  the  bill  toooaiine 
the  same  road  from  the  Mtsmippi  riTcrtoJe^ 
fenon  city,  in  the  SUte  of  MisMiri,  wn  ymi, 
4549. 

Custon-house  offioersi  the  Committee  on  Commntit' 
ported  a  joint  reaolutioo  propovnf  to  aapod 
the  3d  section  of  the  act  making  spprapraiioiii 
for  the  expenses  of  the  Oovemment  for  tbe  jw 
1835,  which  provides  that  tbe  namberor  a» 
torn-house  oflioerson  the  1st  of  JsnoU7,lSji, 
shall  not  be  increaseduntil  allowed  by  ConfRs, 
3146;  this  resolution  was  puttntbefomofi 
bill,  and  afterwarda  passed. 

Dancing  Rabbit  creek  treaty,  meoiorisls  ropectiifi 
3466. 

Dauphin  county,  Pennsylvania,  memorisli  itkiflgw*|^ 
proprtation  for  removing  colored  penonitotM 
coast  of  Africa,  3779. 

Dcpoaitcs  of  public  money;  a  resolution  offered  by  w 
Peyton,  proposing  that  the  bill  reported  by  w 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Meani^  to  rrgobte  tte 
depositeaof  the  public  money  in  ccrtnn  tool 
banks,  be  made  the  special  order  of  ibcdij. 

and  have  preference  over  all  •**''J"**3 
certain  hours  every  day  (except  Fn»y« » 
Saturdaya)  until  finally  disposed  of;  tbe  Boos 
refused  to  suspend  the  rules  for  tbli  po^P* 
3096;  Uid  on  tlie  Ubie,  4103.  .   . 

Depomte  banks;  a  resolution  proposing  to  ^^^^ 
the  mode  of  selecting  them,  &c.,  by  Mr.  wki 
refused  to  be  considered,  3231.  . 

a  resolution  by  Mr.  Dromgoole.sgreedtoDeHa- 

sidered,  3344;  taken  up,  3249.  ,^ 

bill  in  relation  to  public  deposites,  3733.  «»yi 

pasaed,  4379. 
supplemenUi   depoaite   bill  from  »^ 


8(Bite< 


passeo,  «Oi¥.  jfi#»ta 

DUtrict  businesat  days  proposed  to  be  9^*^^d! 

consideration  thereof,  3015;  laid  «« tb«  »* 

taken  up,  3475,  and  sundiy  acts  dMCU»«  •* 

finally  passed.  _    j.h.cfctf' 

banks;  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  *^^^ 

tera  of  them,  4305,  4437;  psii^d,  4^  ^ 
Doorkeepers;  Overton  Carr,  principsi  doorKe*!^' 

John  W,  Hunter,  assistant,  1964.  ,  p^ 

Documents,  public;  resohition  to  supply  n«^  " 

partments,  kc,  with  them,  4667.  ^ 
Duties,  resolutions  proposed  for  the  reduction  oi, 

4446;  the  House  refused  to  wspend  "«  "* 

to  consider  them.  maatni^ 

Duty  on  wines;  an  act  from  the  Sensle  to  w.^  ^ 
discriminating  duUes  on  goods  i«jr'5^,je,  oo 
sels  of  Portugal,  and  to  reduce  tDc  «« 
wines,  4610. 
Election,  contested;  (see  Orahamt  Jatnaj       ,  ^ 
Kskridge  and  F.sk;  a  bill  for  their  ^^^\^^fdte^ 
Execative  patronage;  a  bill  to  repeal  the  ^\^m^ 
tions  of  the  act  limiting  the  termoi ^ 
ficea  to  four  years,  3470;  not  p«^' 
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Eipurgmiion  of  tlitt  jounMbi  re&oMnm  of  the  Legwh- 

lure  of  Mftrylind,  protesting  agalnit  the  expur- 
gation, ofTered,  3232(  laid  over,  3333. 

Florida,  a  resolution  for  the  relief  of  sufferers  in,  3438) 
passed,  3447. 
a  bill  to  provide  for  payment  of  the  expenses  of 

the  war,  38U{  bill  passed,  3820. 
a  resolution  calling  on  the  President  to  communi- 
cate all  the  measures  which  had  been  taken  to 
suppress  Indian  hostilities  in  Florids,  38S0| 
agreed  to. 

Fortifieationst  a  bill  for  collecting  materials  preparatory 
to  the  commencement  of  certain  fortifications, 

am. 

Fortification  bill  of  last  session^  a  resolution  proposing  to 
refer  so  much  of  the  President's  message  ss  re- 
lates to  it  to  a  select  committee,  2264^  3360. 
bill  making  appropriations  for  fortifications  for 
the  year  1836, 3594^  3735, 3863;  passed,  4338. 

France  and  the  United  Statesi  a  message  from  the 
President,  3218. 
a  message  from  the  President,  3605. 
awards  under  the  treaty  with,  3799. 
message  from  the  President,  stating  that  payment 
of   four   instalments    under  our  treaty   with 
France  had  been  received,  3594. 

French  afiUirst  a  resolution  culling  on  the  President  for 
information  at  to  the  amount  of  duties  received 
on  wines  and  silks,  3518|  agreed  to. 

Graham,  Jumes,  from  North  Carolina i  his  election  con- 
tested, 1963,  2631,3696,  2718«  debate  brought 
to  a  conclusion,  3007«  resolved,  that  neither 
candidate  is  entitled  to  a  seat;  new  election  to 
take  place. 

Hale,  Captain  Nathan;  a  memorial  praying  that  s  monu* 
nient  be  erected  for  his  services  in  the  revolu- 
tionary army,  3134;  considered,  3557. 

Harbor  bill;  a  bill  making  additional  appropriations  for 
the  Delaware  breakwater,  and  for  certain  bar- 
bom,  fcc,  4380;  passed,  4494. 
a  bill  making  additional  appropriations  for  same 
objects,  4530;  paswd,  4611. 

Havre  de  Grace;  a  memorial  praying*  for  a  removal  of 
the  obstructionist  or  near  the  head  of  the  bay, 
2698. 

Historical  Society;  ihe  use  of  the  hall  granted  to  them 
for  their  meeting,  3387. 

Incendiary  publications;  an  inquiry  oC  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  whether  they  would  soon  re- 
port on  this  subject,  3485. 
the  minority  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
express  their  readiness  to  report  on  this  sub- 


ject, 3944. 
affa 


Indian  anairs;  (see  PretidenCa  mettagei.) 

hostilities;  a  bill  providing  for  volunteers  for  the 

protection  of  the  frontiers,  3763;  bill  passed, 

3830. 
annuity  bill,  3367;  psssed. 
r^luiion  to  suspend  the  sale  of  a  part  of  the 

public  lands  acquired  by  the  treaty  of  Dancing 

Rabbit  creek,  3461;  passed, 
treaties;  a  bill  making  appropriations  to  c^rry  into 

effect  certain  Indian  treaties,  4501,  4549;  bill 

passefl,  4567. 
resolution  calling  on  the  President  for  the  same 

information  in  relation  to  the  Cherokee  treaty 

lately  ratifie<),  which  had  been  laid  before  the 

Senate,  4504;  agreed  to,  4528. 
hostilities;  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 

suppression  of  Indian  hostilities^  and  for  other 

purposes,  4568 1  passed, 
frauds  and  hostilities;  resolution  founded  on  a  me- 
morial of  citizens  of  Alabama  and  Georgia,  re- 


specting alleged  frauds  In  the  purchase  of  res- 
ervations of  lands  from  the  Creek  Indians, 
4578;  agreed  to,  4605. 

Inundated  knds;  a  joint  resolution  reported,  directiiig  a 
survey  of  lands  of  this  description  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  other  rivers,  3300. 

Jackson  city;  a  bill  to  incorporste  the  Jackson  City  Asso- 
ciation in  the  District  of  Columbis,  3003;  bill 
laid  on  the  table,  3005. 

Janis,  Jean  Baptiste;  a  bill  for  bis  relief,  4386;  passed, 
4389. 

Judicial  system;  an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  to 
amend  the  judicial  system,  4610. 

Kane,  Hon.  Elias  K.,  from  Iliioois«  his  death  announced, 
1958. 

Kentucky  Asylum  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb;  a  resolution 
directing  the  Judicianr  Committee  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  granting  to  the  institu- 
tion further  time  for  the  sale  of  its  lands,  3736. 

Lands;  a  bill  to  graduate  the  price  of,  2133;  laid  on  the 
table,  3496. 
resolution  in  relation  to  frauds  under  the  pre- 
emption laws,  3517;  agreed  to. 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  for  the 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  ssles  of  pub- 
lic lands  among  the  several  States,  3893,  3331; 
postponed;  taken  up,  3331,  3580,  3820;  laid 
on  the  table,  3863« 
resolution  instructing  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  introduce  a  bill  fur  the  purpose  uf 
distributing  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  off  public 
lands,  3301. 
bill  received  from  the  Senate  to  appropriate,  fur 
a  limited  time,  the  proceeda  of  the  sale  of  pub- 
lic lands  among  the  aeveral  States,  3580,  3617, 
3679,  3862,  4195,  4333. 

Land  Office;  a  bill  to  reorganize  the  General  Land  Office, 
4606;  passed,  4609. 

Latham,  James;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  his  heirs,  3643, 
3645. 

Letcher,  R.  P.,  and  T.  P.  Moore:  a  bill  for  their  relief^ 
4191;  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  4194. 

Lewis,  Hon.  Dixon  H,  a  member  from  Alabama,  took 
his  seat,  2698. 

Light. houses;  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  building 
light-houses,  &c.,  4494;  bill  passed,  4535. 

Limitation  of  the  term  of  office;  a  bill  to  repeal  the  first 
two  sections  of  the  act  for  limiting  the  term  of 
office,  3634. 

McCarroll,  John;  a  bill  for  his  relief,  4176. 

McClelland  and  Smith;  a  bill  for  their  relief,  4176; 
passed. 

Madison,  James,  ex  President  of  the  United  States;  his 
death  announced,  by  General  Jackson,  In  a 
messsge  to  Congress,  4563. 
a  joint  committee  of  the  two  Houses  appointed  to 
consider  snd  report  by  what  token  of  respect 
and  affection  it  may  be  proper  to  express  the 
sensibility  of  the  nation  on  this  event,  4565. 
report  on  this  subject,  4577. 

Mail  contracts;  a  joint  resolution  for  altering  the  time  of 
making  mail  contracts,  3495;  sgreed  to. 

Manning,  the  Hon.  Richard  J.,  from  South  Carolina; 
his  death  announced,  3463. 

Marshall,  late  Chief  Justice  United  States;  resolution 
proposing  a  marble  bust  to  his  memory,  to  be 
placed  in  the  chamber  of  the  Supreme  Court; 
agreed  to,  nem.  eon.^  3527. 

Maryland  resolutions;  joint  resolutions  of  the  Legislature, 
recommending  the  diatribution  among  the 
States  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands, 
4177;  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table  and  print* 
ed,  4186. 


XIV 


tIfDSX  TO  THB  D«BAT««  Ilf  TH«  ROIWB  OP  seMNBSBIfTATITU. 


Memberi*  lint  of,  1943. 

Mexican  affkirtt  retohitmns  eairing  on  the  Premdent  for 
inrormation,  3733. 

Iliobtg^tiy  the  constitution  of,  30?7. 

on  its  Representative  taking  his  seat,  3103. 
Mining  Company,  resolutions  respecting,  3143. 
memorial  from  the  Legislature  of  Michifj^n,  3145. 

Micfatgmo  and  Arkansaa;  hi  Ik  to  provide  for  their  admis- 
sion as  States,  4306i  passed,  4394. 
supplementary  bills  to  do.,  4309. 

MUitiai  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  on 
the  subject  of  a  reorganisation  of  the  militia, 
3767. 

Military  and  other  roads;  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  certain  militsry  snd  other  roads,  450 1|  laid 
on  the  table,  4548. 

Mhitt  a  message  from  the  President,  enclosing  the  di- 
rector's report,  3363. 

Mississippi t  s  bill  to  continue  the  national  roaft  from  the 
Mississippi  river  to  Jefferson  city,  in  Missouri, 
4501 1  (see  Cumberland  road.) 

Naval  appropriations;  (lee  Jppropriaiiom,) 

Naval  service  bill;  (see  Jppropriattcna.) 

Navyi  resolution  instructing  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af. 
fairs  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increas- 
ing the  naval  force  in  commisstun,  3160. 

Newknd,  Dsvid;  resolution  proposing  to  allow  him  pay 
for  contesting  the  election  of  Mr.  Graham, 
3015. 
report  in  favor  of  paying  David  Newland,  3064; 
agreed  to,  3090. 

New  York;  (see  Sufferers  by  fire.) 

Trades  Union,  the  memorial  of,  3696. 

Ohio  and  Michigan  boundary;  a  report  and  resolution  on 
the  subject,  3667;  agreed  to,  3688. 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  ^tate  of  Ohio,  and  to  provide 
for  the  admission  of  Michigan  into  the  Union, 
3317;  passed,  4294. 
do.  to  settle  and  establish  the  northern  boundary 
of  Ohio,  4309;  passed,  4313. 

Order,  points  of,  1966,  1967,  1968,  1969,  1970, 1971, 
1973,  1974,  1977,  1987,  1991,  1996,  1998, 
1999,  3017,  2138,  2139,  3131,  3134,  3137, 
3178,  3319,  33^)4,  3265,  3267,  2368,  3369, 
3381,  3383,  3384,  2385,  3293,  3S94,  3315, 
3317,  2437,  2447,  2497,  2533,  2534,  3535, 
3536,  3539,  2556,  2607,  S638,  3639,  3640, 
2657,  2658,  2660,  2661,  3662,  3685,  2686, 
3717,  3737,  3760,  2968,  3984,  2986,  3987, 
3005,  3006,  3233,  3298,  3300,  3339,  4038, 
4029,  4030,  4031,  4033,  4050,  4051,  4052, 
4053,  4055,  4057,  4059,  4060,  4061,  4063, 
4081,  4313,  4596,  4597,  4600,  4613,  4615. 

Patent  Office;  a  bill  to  promote  the  progress  of  the  use- 
ful arts,  &c.,  4609;  psssed,  4611. 

Psymssters  of  the  army;  a  bill  for  appointing  three  addi* 
tional  ones,  4115. 

Pay  and  mileage;  a  bill  to  estsblish  a  more  uniform  rule 
of  computing  tbe  mileage,  &c.,  4194. 

Pennsylvania  avenue;  a  resolution  directing  it  to  be 
watered,  &c.,  3461 ;  laid  on  the  table,  3465. 

Pension  laws;  a  resolution  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  expending  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1832, 
3535;  sgreed  to. 
bilk;  a  number  of  bills  in  relation  to  pensions 

taken  up  and  psssed,  4284. 
system;  a  bill  to  extend  it,  4338;  passed,  4339. 

Pea  Patch  islsnd;  a  bill  to  secure  the  title  to  the  United 
Slates,  3226;  taken  up,  3708, 4068;  laid  on  the 
toble,  4175. 

Pensacola  and  Perdido  railroad;  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
construction  of  the  road  through  the  public 
lands,  3963. 


Polish  ezifes;  a  bill  to  amend  an  tet  grtntinf  hiriite 
certain  exiles  from  Poland,  4103. 

Portngiiese  duties;  (see  PremdenPt  fiMMiga.) 

Post  Office;  resolution  respecting  its  manageiDeiit,34ft 
resolution  respecting  its  msnsgement,  3733. 
a  bill  to  change  the  organhEstion  of  the  PottOSa 
Department,  3779;  passed,  4135. 

Post  routes;  a  bill  for  the  eatablishment  of  cemJnpat 
routes,  Sec,  3811;  psssed,  4538. 

Potomac  bridge;  a  joint  resolution  for  repiirinf  it,  414^, 
psssed. 
Pire  Insurance  Company;  abilltoanesdibecbtf- 
ter,  4489. 

Presentation  of  petitions;  a  motion  to  suspend  tbenH 
in  order  to  allow  auch  petitions  to  be  pmestd 
as  shall  not  be  objected  to,  3296. 

President's  annual  me^saee  received,  1948;  rtferredts 
committees  1964. 
message,  with  reports  from  the  Secrelirin  ef 
State  and  War,  on  ihe  boundsryqaeitioobfr 
tween  Ohio  and  Micliigan,  2178. 
message  informing  the  House  that  Grest  BriUi 
had  offered  its  mediation  for  the  sdjuimest  cl 
our  dispute  with  France,  3502. 
messsge  on  Indian  affairs,  3519. 
messsge  on  Portuguese  duties,  266r. 
message  relating  to  the  treaty  of  limits  vHh  Mo- 

CO,  3509. 
message  ststing  that  the  four  instalmenti »« 
the  treaty  with  France  had  been  reccifed,  m 
message  in  relation  to  the  Potomac  bridgf,4lS. 

Printers  to  the  House,  Messrs.  Blair  8t  Rirei  elecw, 
1948.  ,     .  ^ 

Protest  of  Messrs.  Garland,  Glascock,  sni  RActUb, 
on  a  portion  of  the  resolution  adopted  oiUK 
subject  of  slavery,  3503.  .   . 

Recession  of  the  District  of  Columbis;  srefotauoBjfr 
structing  the  Committee  on  the  D<«tnct !««• 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  receding  »«!«* 
trict,  2697;  the  suspension  of  the  rules  to  iw» 
the  motion,  refused. 

Representatives'  hall;  leave  asked  to  offer  a  propfflW" 
for  a  committee  to  ascertsin  whetherioffc 
hall  for  legislation  cannot  be  prorided,  sou, 
leave  refused.  .    .  ^ 

Retrenchments;  resolutions  for  making  them  in  w«*j; 
eral  Departments,  proposed  to  ibcHo!ife,oi«- 
not  received.  ,.   j 

Revenue  service;  a  bill  to  regulate  the  co»»yww"" 
officers  of  the  revenue  cutters,  4205{  p«»* 
4206.  .      „  ^^g 

Rules  of  the  House;  a  motion  to  amend  ««». "  ^^^ 
require  the  Committee  of  Way«  ^^^^ 
report  the  general  appropriation  o"'  "  . 
thirty  days  of  the  commencemr nt  or  erwy  ^ 
sion,  1949;  agreed  to  in  the  form  onn»^ 
tions  to  the  committee  for  rcportiog ^^ 
1957. 

Rules,  on  tbe  suspension  of,  2487.  /,K.m.4499 

resolution  proposing  an  alteration  o^^^JV 

SaUries;  a  bill  providing  sslaries  for  theofficenui^ 
named,  3364;  passed.  .     ,  ^.goB, 

Schmuck,  Ellen  Abein;  a  bill  granting  hcrap^ 

4289.  .   j]94 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury's  annual  report  r^^^'^J^g  ^ 

Seminole  hostilities;  a  bill  making  an  •PP^PTg^ 
repressing  them,  3138;  taken  ^hf^^^^ 
a  bill  making  additional  appropn*"^"* 

passed,  3360.  .  .«  .nd  o**^ 

a  bill  for  the  payment  of  volunteen  •»» 

corps,  3722;  psssed.  ,  .950. 

Sergeant-at-srms,  Roderick  Dorsey  electro,      .jg,|>. 
Slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  peltUon»on 

ject,  1961, 1966,  2607. 
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}initb»  Hon.  Natbmn«  from  CmuMctioutf  bit  death  an* 
flounced,  1949. 

Jmitb,  Je.Me,  and  others,  a  bill  for  relief  of.  3489i  passed. 
2642. 

Smithsonian  legacy;  a  motion  to  print  a  large  number  of 
a  report  on  the  subject,  2236{  amended  and 
agreed  to,  2237. 

Standing  committees  appointed,  1959. 

Spain;  a  bill  for  carrying  into  effect  a  convention  with, 
2141,  2681,  3734)  paased. 

Speaker,  James  K.  Polk,  from  Tennessee,  elected, 
1945i  his  address. 

Sufferers  by  fire  at  New  York;  report  and  documents, 
and  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers,  1991; 
taken  .up,  2239;  passed,  2705. 
a  bill  amendatory  of  the  above  act,  SI  17;  passed. 
3119.  ^ 

Sufferers  in  Florida;  (see  JFhrida.) 

Surplus  revenue;  (see  Lands.) 

ratum,  Nathaniel  P.;  a  bill  for  his  relief,  2746;  passed. 

rennessee  pensioners;  a  bill  providing  for  tbe  payment 
of  certain  pensioners  at  Pulaski,  in  Tennessee, 
2677;  passed. 

rerritorial  bills;  a  resc^ution  proposing  to  fix  the  time 
for  considering  them,  3234. 

Ttxui  a  memorial  from  Ohio,  praying  Congress  to  rec» 
ognize  the  independence  of  Texas,  4080. 
memorial  from  Nashville,  in  Tennessee,  4499; 
and  a  resolution  proposing  an  appropriation  for 
the  outfit  and  salary  of  a  minister  to  Texas;  laid 
on  the  table, 
resolutions  reported,  declaring  that  ihe  independ- 
ence of  Texas  ought  to  be  acknowledged 
whenever  satisfactory  information  has  been  re« 
ceived  that  a  successful  Government  is  in  op- 
eration; agreed  to. 

topographical  engineers;  a  bill  for  their  better  organi- 
zation, 2172. 
do.  to  authorize  the  chief  engineer  to  employ 
clerks  and  a  messenger,  2172. 

Trades  Union;  memorial  asking  Congress  to  regulate  the 
hours  of  labor,  2890. 

United  States  and  Mexico;  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  pro- 
vide for  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  of  limits, 
fee,  3723. 

Volunteers;  a  bill  to  provide  payment  of  volunteers  and 
militia  in  tbe  service  of  the  United  States,  2575. 
do.  authorizing  the  President  to  accept  of  volun- 
teers, 3322,  3330i  passed,  3375. 

Washington,  George;  a  bill  authorizing  the  officers  of 
the  Washington  Monument  Society  to  erect  a 
monument  to  his  memory,  4490. 

West  Point  Academy;  a  resolution  proposing  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  to  inquire  what 
amendments,  if  any,  are  expedient  to  be  made 
to  the  laws  of  the  institution.  Sic,  2191,  2682. 
a  bill  makinir  appropriations  for  tbe  Military 
Academy  for  the  year  1836,4569;  passed,  4577. 

Western  frontier;  a  bill  appropriating  a  million  of  dollar* 
for  its  defence,  3493,  3510;.  bill  passed,  3548. 
a  bill  to  provide  for  its  better  protection,  3593; 
passed,  3756. 

Whitney,  Reuben  M.;  a  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Wise, 
proposing  the  appointment  of  a  select  commit- 
tee to  inquire  into  the  mo<le  of  selecting  banks 
of  deposite,  and  into  the  contracts  by  which 
they  are  regulated,  and  to  inquire  into  the  con- 
nexion which  exidts  between  R.  M.  Whitney 
and  the  Treasury  Department,  or  between  htm 
and  said  banks  of  deposites,  &c ,  3095;  the 
House  refused  to  suspend  the  rules  to  take  up 
tbe  resolution. 

Whittlesey,  Thomas  T.,  from  Connecticut,  took  his  seat. 


to  supply  tbe  plaee  of  Zalanon  WiUttan,  de« 
ceased,  3460. 
Wildmao,  Hon.  Zalmon,  from  Connecticut;  hia death  an- 
nounced, 1958. 
Wisconsin  Territory;  the  bill  for  establishing  the  Terri- 
torial Government  thereof,  3090,  3201,  3220, 
3308;  passed. 
Teas  and  nays,  on  questions  in  relation  to  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  1961, 
1963,  1987,  1997,  2076.  2077,  2136,  2179, 
2220,  2238,  2315,  2320,  2483,  2498  to  2501, 
3535,  2606,  2620,  2658,  2659,  2660,  2662, 
2695. 

the  copstitution  of  Michigan,  2090,  2101. 

the  Representative  of  Michigan  taking  his  seat, 
^         2103. 

banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  2103,  2111, 
2127. 

Michigan  memorial,  2159,  2160. 

resolution  in  favor  of  increasing  the  navy,  2168. 

taking  up  appropriation  bills,  2358. 

fortification  bill  of  last  session,  2437. 

resolution  for  relief  of  sufferers  in  Florida,  2447. 

considering  the  report  on  the  rules  of  the  House, 
2484. 

appr«)priation  bills,  2486,  2487. 

bill  for  relief  of  the  sufferers  at  New  York  by 
fire,  2627,  2628,  2668,  2704. 

do.  touching  the  limitation  of  the  term  of  office, 
2634. 

boundary  line  between  Ohio  and  Michigan,  2680. 

West  Point  MiliUry  Academy,  2682. 

contested  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  2686,  2688, 
2759,  2865.  2880,  2887,  3008  to  3014. 

recession  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  2697. 

memorial  from  Dauphin  county,  Pennsylvania, 
2779. 

bill  for  repealing.  14th  section  of  the  act  incorpo- 
rating the  Bank  of  tbe  United  States,  2934, 
2935. 

suspending  the  rules  of  the  House  to  consider 
Mr.  Wise's  resolution  in  relation  to  the  employ- 
ment of  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  and  Mr.  Peyton's 
proposing  that  the  bill  to  regulate  the  public 
depositesin  certain  local  banks  be  made  the 
special  order  of  the  day,  and  have  preference 
over  all  other  business,  3096,  3120. 

bill  graduating  the  price  of  public  lands,  3219, 
3495. 

on  a  motion  to  suf^pend  the  rules  to  take  up  a 
resolution  in  relation  to  depoaites  of  public-  mo- 
neys, by  Mr.  Wise,  3230. 

on  a  similar  motion,  by  do.,  3244. 

Mr.  Dromgoole's  resolution  directing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  communicate  full  infor- 
mation of  the  manner  of  selecting  banks,  &c., 
3244. 
navy  appropriation  bill,  3474. 

the  bill  for  the  relirf  of  the  corporate  cities  of  ttie 

District  of  Columbia,  3508, 3720.  3722. 
bill  for  the  defence  of  the  Western  frontier,  3511, 

3547. 
Kentucky  resolutions  respecting  the  public  lands, 

3862. 
a  report  on  abolition,  4030,  4031,  4051,  4052. 
the  suspension  of  the  rules  to  take  up  Ihe  bills  to 

establish  the  btiundary  line  of  Ohio,  &c.,  4186. 
amendments  to  and  on  the  passage  of  the  above 

bills,  4290  to  4294. 
bill  for  appropriating  proceeds  of  public  Isnd^, 

4322. 
the  deposite  bill,  4371,  4378,  4S79. 
harbor  bill,  4531,  4533,  4534,  4611. 
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Teu  and  rayf»  on  Cumberluid  r«»d  bill.  4547. 

bill  makini^  further  appropriations  for  carrjinip 
into  effect  certain  Indian  treatief*  4567, 
4568. 


Teas  and  nayi^  oo  reaolntiom  re^Mdini;  bnk  \m 
to  memben  of  CongrcM»  4605. 
on  aeknowledffinr  tbc  iadependeaoe  of  Teni' 
4623. 
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Adama,  Mr.,  MassachuMitt,  on  amending  the  roleai  1949, 
1953   1955   1957. 
on  slavery  in  the  Dittrict,  1996, 3000. 3138,  3139, 
3135,  3168,  3319,  3340*  3314»  3316,  3317, 
3331,  3534,  3607. 
the  Ohio  boundary,  3043. 
constitution  of  Michi^n,  3093. 

District  banks,  3116,  3130.  

Seminole  hostilities,  3139,  3359,  3737.  3733. 
United   States  and   Mexico,  3143,  3144^  3733, 

3734. 
partial  appropriation  bill,  3173. 
forlificstion  h>ll  of  Ust  session,  3364,  3265,  3367, 

3368, 3369. 
the  appropriation  bills,  3468. 
executive  patronsg^e,  3471,  3477. 
Prench  affair*,  3518,  3606. 
pension  laws,  3536. 
the  contested  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  3633,  3693, 

3987,  3988,  3989. 
on  the  cultivation  and  manufacture  of  cotton, 

3735. 
relief  of  Alford  and  Brush,  3883. 
memorial  from  the  1*rades  Union,  3891. 
Rank  of  the  United  States,  3930. 
Wisconsin  Territory,  3094. 
sufferers  by  fire  in  New  York,  3117,  3119. 
general  appropriation  bill,  3369,  3330. 
bill  for  acceptance  of  volunteers,  3353,  3354^ 

3374. 
deposite  banks,  3354. 
defence  of  the  Western  frontier,  3519,  3531, 

3764>  3766. 
remarks  on  a  paragraph  in  the  Gtobe  respecting 
the  treaty  for  the  Southwestern  frontier,  3579. 
naval  appropriation  bill,  3615. 
fortification  bill,  3668. 
misrepresentations  corrected  in  relation  to  the 

Plorida  treaty  in  1819,  370k 
Mexican  affairs,  3733,  3903. 
Post  Office  Department,  3783,  4113,  4133. 
abolition  report,  4038,  4039,  4030,  4031,  4033, 

4050,  4053. 
allowing  rations  to  sufferers  in  Alabama,  4036. 
amending  the  journal,  4057,  4059,  4060,  4061, 

4063,  4063. 
a  decision  of  the  Chair,  4091,  4096,  4103. 
convention  with  Spain,  4115,  4176. 
bill  to  change  the  time  of  meeting  of  Congress^ 

4138. 
Indian  annuities,  4174. 
the  admission  of  Michigan  and  Arkansas,  4308, 

4351,  4360,  4306. 
on  a  breach  of  privilege,  4283,  4383,  4331. 
Ohio  boundary  bill,  4309,  4310. 
deposiie  biP,  4346,  4350,  4359. 
inquiring  into  bank  loans  to  members  of  Con* 

gress,  4348. 
printing  the  constitutions  of  the  several  Statei(, 
4S49. 


Adaraa,   Mr.,  on  Indian  treaties^  4501,  45(0,  4S04) 
4549. 
address  on  Mr.  Madison's  death  being  laooaietl, 

4564. 
Indian  fraods  and  boatitities,  4584. 
admission  of  Arkansas  into  the  Uaiod,  iSH. 
Allan,  Mr.,  Kentucky,  on  the  pennon  laws,  35^. 
on  the  disposition  of  the  public  Isndi,  S893. 
contested  election  of  Mr.  Grshan,  S989. 
general  appropriation  bill,  3340. 
fortification  bill,  3904,  4175. 
pension  bills,  4384. 
Anthony,  Mr.,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  approprittioaliiSi, 
3469. 
contested  election  of  Mr.  Grahaoi,  3731,  fffl, 

3986. 
Seminole  hostilities,  3733. 
Post  Office  Department,  4133. 
admission  of  Michigan  and  Arkanoi,  4310. 
deposite  bill,  4339,  4350,  4351,  4359. 
Ash,  Mr.,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  deposite  bill,  4S68. 

harbor  bill,  4485. 
Ashley,  Mr.,  Missouri,  on  the  Michigan  Mining  C<«pt- 
ny,  3143. 
Wisconsin  Territory  bill,  3333. 
the  general  appropriation  bill,  3369,  3985. 
bill  for  the  acceptance  of  volunteen,  3335,  S3j9. 

3353,  3368. 
fortification  bill,  4175,  4335. 
harbor  bill,  4388,  4389.  4390. 
military  and  other  roada,  4501. 
Beale,  Mr.,  Virginia,  on  the  deposite  bill,  4368- 
Beardsley,  Mr.,  New  York,  on  slavery  in  the  D*tnd, 
1971,  1973,  1975,  1979, 1987,  3038. 
the  RepresenUtive  of  Michigan  taking  bn  »^> 

3103. 
District  banks,  3109,  3114,  3115,  3119, 3190. 
memorial  from  Michigan,  8145.  3146,  3155. 
sufferers  by  fire  at  New  York,  3310. 
the  contckted  election  of  Mr.  Grsbsm,  >M6i 

3961. 
memorial  from  Trades  Union,  389^1. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  3933.  .    .^ 

Beaumont,  Mr.,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  fortificitioB bHd 
3989.  .^ 

Bell,  Mr.,  Tennessee,  on  slavery  in  the  District,  1^* 
the  amendment  of  the  rules,  3180. 
naval  appropriations,  3181.  ^im 

the  appropriation  bills,  3344,  3504^  3505,  ?w 

executive  pstronsge,  3470,  3473, 2475, 2*6. 
contested  election  of  Mr.  Grsham,  3633,  »^» 

3633. 
naval  service  bill,  2817,  3207,  4672. 
amending  the  constitution,  3015,  3016, 3017> 
general  appropriation  bill,  3343,  3346. 
army  appropriation  bill,  3376,  3391.  , 

suspending  the  sale  of  part  of  the  ^^dm^m 

by  the  treaty  of  Dancing  Babbit  €««••  ^ 
defence  of  the  Western  frontier,  3520,  WW 
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breach  of  privilege,  4283. 
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Mr.  Graham,  3985,  3986,  3987,  3996. 
bill  for  acceptance  of  volunteers,  3334. 
treaty  with  Mexico,  3728. 
on  a  decision  of  the  Chair,  4094. 
Indian  treaties,  4549,  4565. 
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amending  the  constitution,  3017. 
on  increasing  custom-house  officers,  3147. 
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Indian  treatten,  4559. 
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harbor  bill,  4389,  4485. 
light-boiise  bill,  4494. 
Indisn  treaties,  4557. 
Chspman,  Mr.,  ANbama,  on  the  Pensaeola  and  Perdido 
railroad,  2963,  2964. 
Indian  treaties,  4557. 
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creek,  2467. 
the  contested  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  3006. 
Choctaw  claims,  3615,  3616. 
Abolition  report,  4116,  4118. 
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on  memorml  in  favor  of  the  coloniiation  cause. 
2696,  2779. 
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altering  the  time  of  making  mail  contracts,  3495. 
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naval  appropriation  bill,  3519,  $705. 
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bill,  2506. 
New  York  sufferers  by  fire,  2625,  2721- 
Seminole  hostilities,  2725,  2732.        . 
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Bank  act,  3235. 
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1957. 
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admission  of  Michigan  and  Arkansai,  4314^  4304. 
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2620. 

Bank  of  the  United  SUtes,  3933. 

deposite  bill,  4359. 

harbor  bill,  4447. 
Iirland,  Mr.,  Virginia,  on  slavery  in  the  District,  1967, 
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slavery  in  the  District,  2541. 
the  cotitetited  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  2700,  3718. 
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